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General Studies-2; Topic:  Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 
involving India and/or affecting India’s interests 
 

India & EU Growing Partnership 
 

1) Introduction 

 India and European Union are celebrating 55 years of diplomatic relations. 

 India and EU are natural partners, the bond is built on shared beliefs and the strength of law 
outweighs the law of the strong. 

 EU's partnership with India lies on the foundation of the values of “freedom, democracy and a 
credible, rules-based global order”. 
 

2) India - EU 14th Summit 

 The India-European Union 14th Summit held in New Delhi focused on closer cooperation on 
counter terrorism actions. 

 Joint statements were also issued on combating terrorism, partnership for smart cities and 
sustainable urbanisation, and clean energy and climate change. 

 On Iran, both supported staying with the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, since Iran has 
maintained its commitment 

 EU reiterated its commitment towards $100 billion climate funding for developing countries. 

 The joint call for stronger cooperation to target Pakistan-based terror groups is being seen as a win 
for New Delhi. 

  On the North Korean nuclear tests it indirectly attacked China and Pakistan for providing support. 

 The summit has given the two sides a much clearer political strategic direction. 
 

3) Common Interests 

 Terrorism has become a common focus and gained currency as Europe has been subjected to 
repeated terrorist attacks recently 

 Shared core values of democracy, pluralism, human rights etc. 

 Both are “committed to a sustainable, democratic, prosperous and peaceful Afghanistan”.  

 Both EU and India sought that Beijing should follow the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS) for resolving all maritime territorial disputes. 

 The EU and India also work together on green technologies. 

 Cyber security is another area where the EU and India are developing closer exchanges to protect 
economies and the functioning of democracies. 

 To meet the challenge of China’s growing presence, EU also recognised India’s interest and role in 
Africa 

 Both have a common position on China’s “One Belt and One Road”. Connectivity must be based on 
universally recognised international norms, good governance, rule of law, openness, transparency 
and equality. 
 

4) Partnership 

 India is one among 10 select countries with whom EU has strategic partnership, launched in 2004. 

 EU constitutes India’s largest trading partner, accounting for more than 100 billion euros, in a 
balanced trade relationship.  

 India and EU relations have a strong potential to prosper into a strong partnership 
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 The European Investment Bank has opened an office in New Delhi and has committed 1.5 billion 
euros for the current year. 

 The Lucknow and Bengaluru metro projects and many solar ventures are supported by the Bank.  

 There are strong bonds between the peoples of Europe and India, developed through tourism, 
education exchanges and civil society cooperation 

 France, a leading member of the EU, is an important strategic partner, with high technology 
cooperation in defence, space, and civil nuclear.  

 EU invited India to participate as an observer at the next EU- African Union Summit. 

 The EU has also been an important destination for cross-border investments and overseas 
acquisitions for Indian companies. 
 

5) Concerns / Challenges 

 Indian negotiators feel that the Europeans are less flexible and whereas Europeans think that India 
is not open to lifting trade barriers and giving market access. 

 Brexit induced uncertainty in EU, and the global flux on trade norms introduced by the Trump 
presidency in the US. 

 Stalled negotiations for concluding the Free Trade Agreement (FTA), or Broad Based Trade and 
Investment Agreement (BTIA). 
 

6) Way Forward 

 Exchange of scientists and researchers. 

 The EU has capacitates to deal with issues like global governance, climate change and the 2030 
agenda for sustainable development. India must utilise this through bilateral dialogues and 
consultations.  

 Working on FTA and realising concrete results in other areas can make the India-EU partnership 
truly strategic. 

 Deepen the strategic relations and go ahead with the long-term view on global and regional 
challenges, and a rule-based international order.  

 
 


