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General Studies-3; Topic: Poverty and hunger; Important International institutions, 
agencies and fora- their structure, mandate.  
 

Global Hunger Crisis 
 

1) Introduction 

 A new UN report warns that global hunger is on the rise again which can defeat the Sustainable 
Development Goal 2 of achieving zero hunger by 2030 

 After declining for over a decade, hunger increased in 2016 and now affects 815 million people 
worldwide (11 per cent of the global population). 

  The United Nations has called this the worst humanitarian emergency since World War II, with 20 
million people at risk of starvation in just four African and Middle Eastern countries. 
 

2) Reasons 

 The UN report titled The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2017 blames increasing 
conflicts and violence in several parts of the world 

  Conflicts have disrupted the means of livelihood for people and farmers.  

 Rural women have less access to resources and income, which makes them more vulnerable 

 Climate-related shocks, droughts and floods 

 Consecutive years of poor rains and harvests have decimated crops across South Sudan, Somalia, 
Ethiopia, and Kenya. 

 Multiple forms of malnutrition are threatening the health of millions of people worldwide.  

 What keeps people hungry is often not the lack of food, but the lack of access to that food and 
control over its production. 

 Economic slowdown in recent years made food hard to access for poor people. 
 

3) State of Hunger Crisis 

 The food security situation has deteriorated in parts of sub-Saharan Africa and South-Eastern and 
Western Asia.  

 Africa continues to suffer as a result of violence and famine. 

 The highest number of undernourished people lives in Asia.  

 Many countries in the Asia-pacific region face the triple burden of malnutrition, micronutrient 
deficiencies and obesity. 

 Hidden hunger, defined as deficiency of micronutrients, is affecting 2 billion people globally. 
 

4) Concerns / Challenges 

 Climate change threatens food production worldwide 

 The concurrence of conflict and climate-related natural disasters is likely to increase with climate 
change 

 This will increase the vulnerability of people living in poor countries that are densely populated. 

 Over the past decade, conflicts have risen dramatically in number and become more complex and 
intractable in nature. 

 People living in countries affected by crisis are nearly two and a half times more likely to be 
undernourished than those living elsewhere according to a study. 

 Malnutrition had slowed the growth of 155 million children under the age of five, which impact on 
long-term health and educational attainment. 
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5) Way Forward 

 Sustainable agriculture is paramount to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

 Agriculture and food systems must be supported by a sound cooperation between science and 
policy 

 Involving women is essential as they are the backbone in agriculture and comprise 45 per cent of 
the agricultural labour force in developing countries. 

 The study by the International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO), says that forests 
can improve nutrition level and meet the “Zero Hunger Challenge” by 2025. 

 Tree foods are often rich in vitamins, proteins and other vital nutrients and can help in providing a 
diverse diet  

 FAO emphasises on biotechnologies that can help bring high yields, improve nutrition quality and 
add value to the productivity of crops, livestock, fish and trees 

 Smallholder farmers need improved access to agricultural biotechnologies to ensure nutrition 
security as they are vulnerable and resource-poor individuals  

 Institutionalise family farming and small farmers need to get organised. 

 A crucial anti-famine strategy is investing in science to provide early warnings. 

  “social protection” such as weather-indexed insurance, emergency food aid and buffer stock 
management must be provided to vulnerable people before famine shocks, civil conflict, bad 
harvests, transport disruption or drought, occur. 

 Securing peaceful and inclusive societies is a necessary condition to end conflicts. 
 
 


