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NOTE: Please remember that following  ‘answers’ are NOT ‘model answers’. They 

are NOT synopsis too if we go by definition of the term. What we are providing is 

content that both meets demand of the question and at the same time gives you 

extra points in the form of background information. 
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General Studies Paper - II 
 

Topic: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure 

Q) Discuss the special provisions for states other than Article 370 that are present in the constitution of 

India. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The special provisions for states in India become important in light of recent visit of home minister to Jammu and 
Kashmir. However, Jammu & Kashmir is not the only state for which special provisions have been laid down in the 
Indian Constitution — a wide range of safeguards are available to as many as 11 other states, listed in Articles 371, 
371A to 371H, and 371J. 

The special provision for 11 states in India has following rational behind them: 

 The condition in which the Constitution of India was passed was very critical and different from today’s time. The 
issue of federalism was one of the areas of debate. In order to cater the special needs of states, the founders of 
the new India provides special provision. 

 The special development boards were specifically constituted to cater the developmental needs of the areas such 
as Kachha and Marathwada in Gujarat and Maharashtra respectively. 

 The required consideration was also given to the tribal culture by provision of autonomy through tribal councils 
and local governance models, Eg: Tuensang district of Nagaland. 

 The discretionary power was accorded with the governor of some states in order to manage the local level 
challenges in very efficient manner. 

 The constitution provided special protection to customary law in order to protect them from outside influence. 
The conceptualization of Justice for these communities was protected as per their laws. 

 Special provision also takes care of economic viability of local governance and thus provided scope for revenue 
collection and also grants for various welfare schemes from central government. 

 The Presidential authority in many areas provides the ultimate protection to these special provisions in order to 
keep them for welfare of groups with special needs. 

Special Provisions for states (Article 371) : Listing 

Article 371 → Special Provisions for Maharashtra & Gujarat 

 President is authorised to provide that Governor of Maharashtra & Gujarat would have special responsibilities 
for: 

 Establishment of separate development boards for Vidarbha, Marathwada & rest of Maharashtra + Kutchh & rest 
of Gujarat 

 A report on working of these boards will be placed each year before state legislative assembly 

 Equitable allocation of funds for developmental expenditure over the mentioned areas 

 Equitable arrangements providing adequate facilities for technical education, vocational training & adequate 
opportunities for employment in state services 

Article 371 – A → Special Provisions for Nagaland 

 Act of parliament relating to following matters would not apply to Nagaland unless state assembly so decides: 

1. Religious & social practices of Nagas 

2. Nagas customary law & procedure 

3. Administration of civil or criminal justice involving decisions according to Naga customary law 

4. Ownership & transfer of land & its resources 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Special responsibility of governor wrt law & order in the state (after consulting COMs, but his decision will be 
final) regarding internal disturbances occurring in Naga hills mainly in Tuesang area (Special responsibility ceases 
if President directs so) 

 Governor has to ensure that money provided by the GOI out of consolidated fund of India for any specific purpose, 
is included in the demand for grant relating to that specific purpose only, not any other 

 A regional council for Tuensang district, consisting of 35 members should be formed & governor in his discretion 
shall make all the rules & terms regarding this council 

 For a period of 10 years, from formation of state of Nagaland or for further period as specified by Governor, on 
recommendations of regional council, following provisions would be operative for Tuensang district: 

 Administration of Tuensang district shall be carried on by the governor 

 Governor in his discretion shall arrange for equitable distribution of money, b/w Tuensang district & Rest of 
Nagaland, provided by center 

1. There shall be a minister for Tuensang affairs in state COMs 

2. Final decision on all matters relating to Tuensang district shall be made by governor in his discretion 

3. Members in Nagaland assembly from the Tuensang district are not elected directly by the people but by 
regional council 

 Article 371 – B → Special Provisions for Assam 

 President may provide for the constitution & functions, a committee of Legislative assembly of the state, 
consisting of members of that assembly elected from the tribal area of Assam 

 President can also direct that the governor shall have special responsibility to secure proper functioning of that 
committee 

 Article 371 – C → Special Provisions for Manipur 

 President may provide for the constitution & functions, a committee of Legislative assembly of the state, 
consisting of members of that assembly elected from the hill areas of Manipur. 

 President can also direct that the governor shall have special responsibility to secure proper functioning of that 
committee 

 Governor should submit an annual report to the President regarding the administration of Hill areas 

Article 371– D → Special Provisions for Andhra Pradesh 

 President is empowered to provide equitable opportunities & facilities for people belonging to different parts of 
the state in matter of public employment & education. 

 For above purpose, President may require the state government to organize civil posts in local cadre for different 
parts of the state & also provide for direct recruitment to posts in local cadre (or in any such educational 
institution) 

 President may provide for establishment of an administrative tribunal in state to deal with certain disputes, 
relating to appointment, allotment or promotion to civil posts in state. 

 Only SC is to exercise jurisdiction over such tribunal which means they are outside the purview of HC (President 
may abolish the tribunals if he thinks it is not necessary) 

 Article 371 – E → Special Provisions for Sikkim 

 Legislative assembly shall not less than 30 members + 1 seat from the state in Lok Sabha & 1 in parliamentary 
constituency 

 For the purpose of protecting the rights & interest of different sections of Sikkim population, Parliament is 
empowered to provide number of seats in Sikkim administrative assembly for the people belonging to such 
sections 

 Governor in his discretion (On direction of President) have special responsibility for peace & equitable 
arrangement for socio- economic development of different sections of Sikkim 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Article 371 G → Special Provisions for Mizoram 

 Legislative assembly shall not be less than 40 members 

 Act of parliament relating to following matters would not apply to Mizoram unless state assembly so decides: 

1. Religious & social practices of Mizo 

2. Mizo customary law & procedure 

3. Administration of civil or criminal justice involving decisions according to Mizo customary law 

4. Ownership & transfer of land & its resources 

 Article 371 H → Special provisions for Arunachal Pradesh 

 Legislative assembly shall not be less than 30 members 

 Governor of Arunachal Pradesh , on directions of President, shall have special responsibility for law & order in 
state ( May consult with COMs but his decision will be final) 

 Article 371 – I → Special provisions for Goa 

Legislative assembly shall not be less than 30 members 

Article 371-J 

It’ll grant special status to six backward districts of Hyderabad-Karnataka region to 

1. Establish a separate Development Board 

2. This board will see that sufficient funds are allocated for Development of the region. 

3. Local reservation in education and Government-jobs (Domicile requirement.) 

All these provision cater the needs of special circumstance that exist in those areas in order to provide the 
constitutional remedies for various socio economic challenges. 
 

Q) Why exists a current mood against bilateral investment treaties (BIT)? Discuss the features of Model 

BIT, 2015. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

What is BIT? 

Bilateral investment Treaties (BITs) are agreements between two countries for the reciprocal promotion and 
protection of investments in each other’s territories by individuals and companies situated in either State. They 
provide treaty based protection to foreign investment. The BITs are thus bilateral agreements by countries to protect 
the investment by each country’s investors in the other country. Though they are signed by governments, their 
beneficiaries are business entities. 

New Model Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) 

The government had brought a new Model Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) in 2015 and it became effective from April 
2017 onwards, replacing the earlier framework. As a result of this change, new investment into the country has to be 
treated under the revised guidelines and negotiations should be started with partner countries. 

Why the new Model BIT? 

 Main reason for bringing the Model BIT was the constant suing of the country by foreign firms. India was one of the 
most sued countries during 2015 and 2016. The government thus has modified the existing 1993 BIT framework and 
brought out the 2015 Model BIT. The move is important as it will help the country to make its treaty more specific in 
international arbitrations. The textual consistency of a countries’ BIT determines its success in BIT negotiations and 
disputes. 
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Current Discourse about BIT and issues involved: 

Most existing BITs entered into at a time when India was keen to attract foreign investment, their provisions largely 
favour investors and do not adequately safeguard India’s legitimate concerns. As a result regulatory action has often 
been made the subject of BIT claims. 

Hence appropriate dispute management requires serious and immediate consideration with respect to BIT. 

The committee under Justice B N Krishna emphasizes a five-pronged dispute management strategy comprising a 

1. Focus on dispute management procedures 

2. A nodal agency representing the state 

3. Coordination at national and sub-national levels 

4. Counsel with special expertise 

5. Adequate funding for dispute resolution 

There is the discussion about creation of the post of an international law adviser (ILA) with the rank of additional 
solicitor general, who shall be responsible for advising the government and coordinating its dispute resolution 
strategy. 

The committee also recommends the creation of a five-member permanent inter-ministerial committee (IMC), 
comprising representatives from the ministries of finance, external affairs, law and justice, the ministry/department 
directly involved in the dispute, and the ILA as member-secretary, to effectively manage BIT disputes. 

Standard procedures governing the conduct of India’s defence and inter-ministerial cooperation is another area for 
improvement while dealing with BITs. 

Need has been expressed at national level that the government must establish a clear channel of communication for 
investors with grievances by notifying a nodal agency and a single point of contact in existing BITs. 

Actions taken by state or local government agencies in respect of foreign investments without sufficient consideration 
of liability under BITs may put the Central government in the unenviable position of facing and defending large claims. 
A procedure could be established whereby state or local government agencies consult the nodal agency/the ILA prior 
to taking any action that may affect BIT commitments. 

Features of Model BIT, 2015 

The Model Treaty brings several provisions either new or modifications of the existing one. Important features are 
mentioned below. 

1. Enterprise based definition of investment instead of asset based definition: 

 The Model has adopted an ‘enterprise-based’ definition of investment that under which investment is treated as the 
one made by an enterprise incorporated in the host state. Under the earlier ‘asset based definition’ of investment 
included intellectual property and other assets that whereas these assets are not considered as assets under the new 
definition. The objective of adopting enterprise-based approach is to narrow the scope of protected investments and 
reduce the potential liability of the state under Investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) claims. 

2. Exclusion of MFN treatment: The most important feature of the amended model is that it dropped the Most 
Favoured Nation (MFN) status previously included. 

3. State government as stake holders: Actions of the state Governments are included under the Model BIT. 

4. Fair and equitable treatment (FET): The Model BIT links Fair and Equitable Treatment to international laws. This is 
aimed to counter a broad interpretation and risk misuse. 

5. Non-Discriminatory Treatment: The Model BIT includes a new clause on non-discriminatory treatment for 
compensation of losses. 

6. The Model BIT incorporates a clause for transparency, requiring the Parties (government and regulators) to ensure 
that all the laws, regulations, procedures and administrative rulings regarding matters covered in the BIT are 
published or are available for interested persons to get acquainted with them. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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7. The Model BIT mandates foreign investors to voluntarily adopt internationally recognized standards of corporate 
social responsibility. 

8. The Model BIT stipulates that the aggrieved investor should use all local remedies as well as negotiations and 
consultations initiating arbitrations against the host State. 

All these provision though provide improvement on the previous BITs model, much needs to be done as far as the 
existing challenges about BITs are concern. The implementation of recommendations by Justice B N Krishna committee 
can solve the issues and create the positive atmosphere about the international investment in India. 
 

Q) Examine the effect of the Right to Privacy on the Right to Information with special reference to 

promotion of larger public interest. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Ans- 

The recent verdict of the Supreme Court declaring right to privacy as a fundamental right (also declared in the ‘justice 
puttaswami case 2012) has ushered new concept of privacy in India. While privacy of citizens is of utmost importance, 
it has been observed that information which is supposed to share to public under RTI act is also guarded under the 
pretext of privacy. 

 RTI act has been brought into existence to usher new era of transparency and good governance. However 
exceptions provided under the RTI act to protect the sensitive and important information have been exploited by 
public officials to protect their vested interests. 

Exceptions provided under RTI act- 

Any information which does not relate to personal life, or has no relationship to any public activity or interest, or which 
would not cause unwarranted invasion of privacy of individual can be given. 

Also, if the central public information officer (CPIO) is satisfied that “larger public interest” justifies, s/he could release 
the information. 

Besides this, Section 8(2) offers two more relaxations, if “public interest” in disclosure outweighs the harm to the 
protected interest, or if information asked was about an event happened 20 years back, the “privacy” exception does 
not obstruct. 

 Thus is has been found that the public information officers (PIOs) continue to deny access to information held by 
them. The misuse of Section 8(1) (j) of the RTI Act, 2005 which codified privacy exception, by PIOs is rampant and 
most times reduced this act into a mockery. 

For examples: the sub-registrar refuses to share the general power of attorney and sale deed copies on the pretext 
that they are personal information or belonging to a third party. This unwarranted protection may result in fraudulent 
and multiple sale of same immovable property, leading to unending litigation. 

 An ambiguous status of land records is the main source of crime and destruction of families. All this can be 
redressed by strengthening the RTI regime. But widespread small corruption in lakhs of government offices from 
village to state headquarters does not allow PIOs to share information sought. The excuse they profusely abuse 
is the clause of privacy—Section 8(1)(j). 

 Some of the post offices have been allegedly indulging in frauds where the citizen’s money in savings or Kisan 
Vikas Patra, etc, is swindled by a few office personnel hand in glove with some private fraudsters. Then under the 
pretext of privacy, they refuse to disclose the information to facilitate frauds and cover them up. 

 Genuine legal heirs are denied information of accounts about their deceased forefathers. Pension amount and 
provident fund (PF) account details are also denied to the concerned persons or union representatives to protect 
so called privacy. 

 Disclosure of the details of the educational qualifications of the public servants/politicians is guarded under the 
name of privacy. 

 Above all, surprisingly around 60% of the RTI requests for details of disciplinary action against public servants for 
bribery or misappropriation or irregularities are denied on this ground of privacy. 
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A partial codification of privacy as a limitation to RTI is available under the RTI Act, 2005. The state has to put machinery 
and authority in place to secure the right to privacy. The law has to give a specific definition and clear limitations, and 
that has to pass the test of constitutionality. The state can neither invade the privacy of individual citizens nor invoke 
privacy to deny access to public information. 
 

Topic:  Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 

institutions. 

Q) It is said that the recent Supreme Court ruling in the case between ICICI Bank and Innoventive Industries 

is a boost to the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016. Examine why. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC) is the bankruptcy law of India which seeks to consolidate the existing 
framework by creating a single law for insolvency and bankruptcy. The Code offers a uniform, comprehensive 
insolvency legislation encompassing all companies, partnerships and individuals (other than financial firms). 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy: The Concepts elucidated 

Insolvency is when an individual or organization is unable to meet its outstanding financial debt towards its lender as 
it become due. Insolvency can be resolved by way of changing the repayment plan of the loans or writing off a part 
thereof. If it cannot be resolved, then a legal action may lie against the insolvent and its assets will be sold to pay off 
the outstanding debts. Generally, an official assignee/liquidator appointed by the Government of India, realizes the 
assets and allocates it among the creditors of the insolvent. 

Bankruptcy is a concept slightly different from insolvency, which is rather amicable. A bankruptcy is when a person 
voluntary declares him as an insolvent and goes to the court. On declaring him as ‘bankrupt’, the court is responsible 
to liquidate the personal property of the insolvent and hand it out to its creditors. It provides a fresh lease of life to 
the insolvent. 

Background: Key Features of the code 

 Insolvency Resolution: The Code outlines separate insolvency resolution processes for individuals, companies and 
partnership firms. The process may be initiated by either the debtor or the creditors. A maximum time limit, for 
completion of the insolvency resolution process, has been set for corporates and individuals. For companies, the 
process will have to be completed in 180 days, which may be extended by 90 days, if a majority of the creditors 
agree. For startups (other than partnership firms), small companies and other companies (with asset less than 
Rs. 1 crore), resolution process would be completed within 90 days of initiation of request which may be extended 
by 45 days. 

 Insolvency regulator: The Code establishes the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India, to oversee the 
insolvency proceedings in the country and regulate the entities registered under it. The Board will have 10 
members, including representatives from the Ministries of Finance and Law, and the Reserve Bank of India. 

 Insolvency professionals: The insolvency process will be managed by licensed professionals. These professionals 
will also control the assets of the debtor during the insolvency process. 

 Bankruptcy and Insolvency Adjudicator: The Code proposes two separate tribunals to oversee the process of 
insolvency resolution, for individuals and companies: 

(i) The National Company Law Tribunal for Companies and Limited Liability Partnership firms 

(ii) The Debt Recovery Tribunal for individuals and partnerships. 

 Important feature of the Code is that it does not make any distinction between the rights of international and 
domestic creditors or between classes of financial institutions. The Code has sought to balance the interest of all 
the stakeholders including alteration in the order of priority of payment of Government dues. 

Importance of this judgement: 

The Supreme Court’s judgement is important because it clearly states that the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 
overrides the confusing maze of state laws that companies could use in the future to avoid insolvency. 
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The Judgement has cited Article 54 of the Constitution to say that a Central law should prevail over state law whenever 
the two are contradictory. 

The judgement will give strength to future creditors against defaulters that have traditionally resorted to state laws to 
avoid insolvency. 

The court ruling comes even as the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has asked banks to move against another 28 large 
defaulters. The central bank action is a clear signal that regulatory forbearance is not an option given the mounting 
bad loans that now constitute the biggest risk to economic stability. Such firm action is now possible because the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code empowers creditors for the first time ever. 

This judgement has clearly mentioned that Control should be passed to creditors in case of default. This clear stance 
will surely avoid future possible ligations. 

The judgement will play an indirect role in the enhancing the rational culture of dealing in case of default that will help 
to improve ease of doing business. 
 

Topic:  Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and 

challenges therein 

Q) In its statement of objects and reasons for proposing a new inter-State river water disputes law, the 

Centre lists out the drawbacks in the prevalent Inter-State River Water Disputes Act of 1956. What are 

these drawbacks? What are the features of proposed new inter-State river water disputes law? Discuss. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Water in India is governed under three different Acts which are the following: 

The Environmental Protection Act (1986), the River Boards Act (1956) and the Inter-State Water Disputes Act (1956). 

Interstate River Water Disputes Act – 1956 (IRWD Act) was first enacted on 28th August, 1956 by Indian parliament 
on the eve of reorganization of states on linguistic basis to resolve the water disputes that would arise in the use, 
control and distribution of an interstate river or river valley. 

Article 262 of the Constitution of India deals with the adjudication of water disputes. 

Article 262 (1) Parliament may, by law, provide for the adjudication of any dispute or complaint with respect to the 
use, distribution or control of the waters of, or in, any inter-State river or river valley. 

Article 262 (2) Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, Parliament may, by law, provide that neither the 
Supreme Court nor any other court shall exercise jurisdiction in respect of any such dispute or complaint as is referred 
to in clause (1). 

Using the powers of Article 262, the Parliament enacted the Interstate River Water Disputes Act, 1956 to resolve the 
water disputes that would arise in the use, control and distribution of an interstate river or river valley. 

Drawbacks of interstate Water Dispute Act, 1956: 

 The Inter State Water Dispute Act, 1956 which provides the legal framework to address such disputes suffers 
from many drawbacks as it does not fix any time limit for resolving river water disputes. 

 Under this Act, a separate Tribunal has to be established for each Inter State River Water Dispute. 

 Only three out of eight Tribunals have given awards accepted by the States, while Tribunals like Cauvery and Ravi 
Beas have been in existence for over 26 and 30 years respectively without any award. 

 Delays are on account of no time limit for adjudication by a Tribunal, no upper age limit for the Chairman or the 
Members, work getting stalled due to occurrence of any vacancy and no time limit for publishing the report of 
the Tribunal. 

 The River Boards Act 1956, which is supposed to facilitate inter-state collaboration over water resource 
development, remained a ‘dead letter’ since its enactment. 
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 Surface water is controlled by Central Water Commission (CWC) and ground water by Central Ground Water 
Board of India (CGWB). Both bodies work independently and there is no common forum for common discussion 
with state governments on water management. 

Features of the proposed bill: 

 Bill proposes a Single Standing Tribunal (with multiple benches) instead of existing multiple tribunals, which shall 
consist of one Chairperson, one Vice-Chairperson and not more than six other Members. 

 While the term of office of the Chairperson is five year or till he attains the age of 70 years, whichever is earlier, 
the term of office of Vice Chairperson and other member of tribunal shall be co-terminus with the adjudication 
of the water dispute. 

 Bill also provides for the appointment of Assessors to provide technical support to the tribunal. They shall be 
appointed from amongst experts serving in the Central Water engineering Service not below the rank of Chief 
Engineer. 

 The total time period for adjudication of dispute has been fixed at maximum of four and half years. The decision 
of the Tribunal shall be final and binding with no requirement of publication in the official Gazette. 

 The Bill proposes to introduce mechanism to resolve the dispute amicably by negotiations, through a Dispute 
Resolution Committee (DRC) to be established by the Central Government consisting of relevant experts, before 
such dispute is referred to the tribunal. 

 The Bill provides for transparent data collection system at the national level for each river basin and for this 
purpose, an agency to maintain data-bank and information system shall be appointed or authorized by Central 
Government. 

The Inter-State River Water Disputes (Amendment) Bill, 2017 proposes to streamline the adjudication of inter-state 
river water disputes and make the present legal and institutional architecture robust. 
 

Q) Can the Centre take recourse to Article 256, which empowers it to issue directions to the States, to put 

an end to the activities of vigilantes? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Recent incidence: 

Supreme courts’ directions on cow vigilantism: 

The Supreme Court asked all States and Union Territories to appoint nodal police officers district-wise to crack down 
on and prosecute cow vigilante groups that engage in violence and mayhem. The court directed the Centre to respond 
to a submission by senior advocate Indira Jaising that the Centre cannot wash their hands of its constitutional 
responsibility under Article 256 to instruct the States to take “necessary” steps in law to save innocent human lives 
from fury of the mobs. 

The court directed the Chief Secretaries and the Directors General of Police of States to consult each other and respond 
to the court. The Centre shall also indicate its views on this issue. 

Vigilantism: 

It a civilian or organization acting in a law enforcement capacity (or in the pursuit of self-perceived justice) without 
legal authority. 

A Vigilant person tries in an unofficial way to prevent crime, or to catch and punish someone who has committed a 
crime, especially because they do not think that official organizations, such as the police, are controlling crime 
effectively. Vigilantes usually join together to form groups. In last few years there is rising cow vigilantism in country 
that has threatened the life and personal liberty of many people. 

Article 256 of constitution of India: 

Obligation of States and the Union The executive power of every State shall be so exercised as to ensure compliance 
with the laws made by Parliament and any existing laws which apply in that State, and the executive power of the 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/08/2-can-centre-take-recourse-article-256-empowers-issue-directions-states-put-end-activities-vigilantes-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/08/2-can-centre-take-recourse-article-256-empowers-issue-directions-states-put-end-activities-vigilantes-examine/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/vigil-on-vigilantes/article19639697.ece


 

www.insightsonindia.com  15 www.insightsias.com  

Union shall extend to the giving of such directions to a State as may appear to the Government of India to be necessary 
for that purpose. 

The center can apply article 256 in order to protect the state because: 

It is the constitutional provision and thus has the basis of law and legal authority to do so. 

By applying article 256, the central government will take care of the life and personal liberty of indivisual who has got 
that protection under article 21. 

As per the article 25, every indivisual has the fundamental right to religious freedom in terms of practice, profess and 
propagating it. By controlling the situation in state under article 256 will indirectly protect the right of an indivisual to 
practice her/his religion. 

The issue of cow vigilantism is directly problem of law and order. This kind of situation needs prompt action to be 
taken by police department. In case of failure of state police, it is legally right for the central government to intervene 
by using article 256. 

By doing so, the center will protect one of the most disadvantaged sections of society who generally becomes victim 
of violence due to vigilantism related acts. 

The recent direction by supreme court are in light of constitutionalism and thus guides the various stakeholders about 
the action that state must take to preserve the fundamental rights of the people and law order situation. 
 

Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers 

& privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Q) An effective Opposition is crucial to a effective Democracy. Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The principal of “Balance of power” and checks and balances has been ensured in legislative houses of India through 
the constitutional mechanism of opposition party. 

Official Opposition party refers to the non-ruling party or coalition that has secured the highest number of seats in the 
Lok Sabha. The status of opposition party is given only when a standalone party secures at least 10 percent of the 
seats. 

The role of opposition party in India: 

 The opposition ensures that the ruling political parties have a definite programme and policy to offer to the 
people and who can show a progressive path by action and not just by propaganda. 

 The role of the opposition party is not to oppose every decision of the ruling party. Rather, it is the duty of the 
opposition party to support the ruling party for the acts that are in the interest of the nation. 

 The Opposition parties play a very significant role in a democracy as representatives of the people who have 
returned them to the House to safeguard their interests. With this view, they criticize government in case the 
later ignores them or conceal facts and they resort to protestation in the House and at the public level. 

 Opposition parties hold the government to account for its commissions or omissions. It serves as a watchdog 
making sure that the government acts within the scope of the law, pointing out cases of corruption, nepotism 
and the like. 

 In countries where there is multiparty system exists, including India, the Opposition parties try to cooperate 
among themselves over particular issues. Arbitrary and despotic behavior of the government is checked by the 
Opposition parties demanding information and debate in the House. 

 Members of the Opposition parties are also included in the various committees attached to the respective 
ministries. 

 Opposition in Parliament enjoys a good status and the members of the House has a privilege of raising such issues 
that are more relevant to the cause of public ; particularly when the government overlooks them or conceals the 
facts related to them. 
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 It is very clear, therefore, that the role of Opposition parties is more vital to the healthy growth of democracy and 
in the larger public interest. 

Areas that needs reform in opposition role are : 

 A well organized opposition should be able to move in and fill in that void, maintaining contact and building 
networks with the voter-citizen, ordinary people, the oppressed, the marginalized, the disenfranchised and 
demonstrating to them that democracy and politics are not limited to only casting ballots. 

 The opposition should have the capacity to promote responsible and reasoned debate. Keeping issues alive and 
on the front burner is crucial but the opposition must be able to understand the fine line between keeping them 
alive and remaining non-divisive. 

 Opposition parties should be able to act as some kind of training ground for future leaders. In some countries 
opposition parties normally form “shadow cabinets” where members of the party are designated cabinet 
portfolios reflecting the incumbent government.  

 Opposition should present itself as a viable alternative to the incumbent government or a “government in 
waiting” with all the mechanisms in place to take on the reins of power. 

 Opposition can strengthen the culture of democracy from within the party itself. The old adage that ‘charity starts 
at home’ comes to mind here. An opposition that promotes open and reasoned debate during delegates’ 
conferences, advocate free and fair internal party elections and ensures accountable use of party finances is more 
likely to carry these traits into its administration. 

Conclusion: 

While in opposition political parties should endeavor to build strong party institutions with vibrant internal democracy. 
The goal is to deepen democracy within the party before it can become champions of national democracy and good 
governance. Democracy cannot thrive without a viable and vibrant opposition. 
 

Q) Ambiguity in the law on conducting floor tests often lead to abuses and misuses. Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Indian constitution under Article 356, states that if the governor of a state feels that the state machinery has 
broken down, he can request the President of India to take direct control of the State, which is termed as the 
President’s Rule. 

It had come to the notice of the state judiciary that the governments at the Centre in the past were misusing their 
power to bring down “unfriendly” state governments and imposing President’s rule according to their whims. 

Post the S. R. Bommai v. Union of India case, the Supreme Court of India decided to stop the misuse of Article 356 to 
stop the Central Authority on the state. Thus, came into the affect the Floor Test. The Supreme Court decided that the 
constitutional machinery would be tested on the floor of the Legislative Assembly of the State (by votes) and not as 
per the whims of the governor. 

The issue over confidence on floor comes to forefront in Arunachal Pradesh, Tamil nadu and Uttarakhand. In all the 
three cases there was difference and ambiguity over the role played by various constitutional and political institutions. 

Ambiguities in law linked with floor test are: 

No provision has there which clarifies the role of the governor in case of disqualification or in case of decision to be 
taken about floor test. This is the discretionary power of the governor that has resulted into misuse of the clause. 

There is existing ambiguity about the role to be played by judiciary. 

In recent past the interpretation of article 356 by Speaker of the house is one of the controversial issues. The proper 
guidelines must be set in order to streamline speaker’s role in such crisis situation. 

A356 is justified only when there is a breakdown of constitutional machinery and not administrative machinery. Many 
times an administrative breakdown is shown as a political one forcing the manipulated floor test that waste the time 
of government machinery. 
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To be specific, the SC laid down the following Principals: 

 The majority enjoyed by the Council of Ministers shall be tested on the floor of the House. 

 Centre should give a warning to the state and a time period of one week to reply. 

 The court cannot question the advice tendered by the CoMs to the President but it can question the material 
behind the satisfaction of the President. Hence, Judicial Review will involve three questions only: 

 Is there any material behind the proclamation? 

 Is the material relevant? 

 Was there any mala fide use of power? 

 If there is improper use of A356 then the court will provide remedy. 

 Under Article 356(3) it is the limitation on the powers of the President. Hence, the president shall not take any 
irreversible action until the proclamation is approved by the Parliament i.e. he shall not dissolve the assembly. 

 A356 is justified only when there is a breakdown of constitutional machinery and not administrative machinery 

These guidelines are generally not followed that leads to the misuse of existing ambiguity in floor test provision in 
constitution of India. 

Conclusion: 

The issue of article 356 is more about the internal discipline of political parties and thus its representation in popular 
house. Along with this discipline, ambiguities in rule of floor test must be filled up with guidelines and legislation. 
 

Topic:    Functioning of Supreme Court 

Q) Examine the important observations made by the judges in the recent landmark right to privacy 

judgement. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

A nine-judge bench of the Supreme Court has ruled that Indians enjoy a fundamental right to privacy that it is intrinsic 
to life and liberty and thus comes under Article 21 of the Indian constitution. 

The bench, led by Chief Justice J.S. Khehar, pronounced a unanimous judgement even if the judges   had slightly 
different arguments as to how privacy is intrinsic to right to life and liberty. 

The bench comprised Chief Justice Khehar and Justices J. Chelameswar, S.A. Bobde, R.K. Agrawal, Rohinton Nariman, 
A.M. Sapre, D.Y. Chandrachud, Sanjay Kishan Kaul and S. Abdul Nazeer. 

In its 547-page judgment that declares privacy to be a fundamental right, the Supreme Court has overruled verdicts 
given in the M.P. Sharma case in 1958 and the Kharak Singh case in 1961, both of which said that the right to privacy 
is not protected under the Indian constitution. The judgment includes within it six separate judgments from different 
judges, though the conclusion is unanimous. 

Key observations from the judgment: 

1. Life and personal liberty are inalienable rights. These are rights which are inseparable from a dignified human 
existence. The dignity of the individual, equality between human beings and the quest for liberty are the 
foundational pillars of the Indian Constitution; 

2. Judicial recognition of the existence of a constitutional right of privacy is not an exercise in the nature of amending 
the Constitution nor is the Court embarking on a constitutional function of that nature which is entrusted to 
Parliament; 

3. Privacy includes at its core the preservation of personal intimacies, the sanctity of family life, marriage, 
procreation, the home and sexual orientation. Privacy also connotes a right to be left alone. 

4. Personal choices governing a way of life are intrinsic to privacy. 

5. Privacy is not lost or surrendered merely because the individual is in a public place. Privacy attaches to the person 
since it is an essential facet of the dignity of the human being; 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/04/3-examine-important-observations-made-judges-recent-landmark-right-privacy-judgement/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/04/3-examine-important-observations-made-judges-recent-landmark-right-privacy-judgement/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/and-then-there-were-nine/article19617096.ece


 

www.insightsonindia.com  18 www.insightsias.com  

6. Technological change has given rise to concerns which were not present seven decades ago and the rapid growth 
of technology may render obsolescent many notions of the present. Hence the interpretation of the Constitution 
must be resilient and flexible to allow future generations to adapt its content bearing in mind its basic or essential 
features; 

7. Like other rights which form part of the fundamental freedoms protected by Part III, including the right to life and 
personal liberty under Article 21, privacy is not an absolute right. A law which encroaches upon privacy will have 
to withstand the touchstone of permissible restrictions on fundamental rights. 

8. Privacy has both positive and negative content. The negative content restrains the state from committing an 
intrusion upon the life and personal liberty of a citizen. Its positive content imposes an obligation on the state to 
take all necessary measures to protect the privacy of the individual. 

9. The right of privacy is a fundamental right. It is a right which protects the inner sphere of the individual from 
interference from both State, and non-State actors and allows the individuals to make autonomous life choices. 

10. The privacy of the home must protect the family, marriage, procreation and sexual orientation which are all 
important aspects of dignity. 

11. In a country like ours which prides itself on its diversity, privacy is one of the most important rights to be protected 
both against State and non-State actors and be recognized as a fundamental right. 

12. Right of privacy cannot be denied, even if there is a miniscule fraction of the population which is affected. The 
majoritarian concept does not apply to Constitutional rights 

13. Let the right of privacy, an inherent right, be unequivocally a fundamental right embedded in part-III of the 
Constitution of India, but subject to the restrictions specified, relatable to that part. This is the call of today. The 
old order changeth yielding place to new. 

Conclusion: 

The right to privacy in India has developed through a series of decisions over the past 60 years. Over the years, 
inconsistency from two early judgments created a divergence of opinion on whether the right to privacy is a 
fundamental right. Last week’s judgment reconciles those different interpretations to unequivocally declare that it is. 
Moreover, constitutional provisions must be read and interpreted in a manner which would enhance their conformity 
with international human rights instruments ratified by India. The judgment also concludes that privacy is a necessary 
condition for the meaningful exercise of other guaranteed freedoms. 
 

Q) Independence of Judiciary is crucial to national stability. Identify the issues in the promotion and 

transfer of judges and what can be done to make the process transparent and accountable. (200 Words) 

The Wire 

Ans- 

Recently there have been many incidences of transfer of high court judges that have raised serious questions about 
the efficacy of the collegium system and intentions of the central government. Transfers of the judges like Justice 
Jayant Patel of the Karnataka HC, Justice Rajiv Shakdher of Delhi HC Justice Abhay Thipsay of Bombay HC etc have 
given rise to dark rumours. 

Transfers are carried out by the President on the recommendation of the Supreme Court’s five senior-most judges, 
the “collegium” as they’re better known. Even though the Constitution vests the power to transfer judges with the 
president, as with appointments, he acts only on the recommendation of the collegium. 

Issues in the promotion and transfer of judges- 

 There is lack of transparency in the functioning related to promotions and transfers of the collegium system that 
have created opaque system of working. 

 The current status quo of the collegium system makes way for gossip and rumor in the place of facts and reasoned 
debate on transfer of judges that only harms the credibility of the collegium. 
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 Despite proclaiming the principle of judicial independence through the collegium system, transfers of judges for 
the probable reasons of judgements against the ruling governments have created doubts over the independence 
of the collegium system. 

 No standard procedure and objective criteria for the promotions and transfers of the judges laid down in the 
collegium system. 

 There have been constant attempts from the executive to influence the decisions and recommendations of the 
collegium. 

Ways to make process more transparent and accountable- 

 The instruments like ‘transfers’ of judges should be used when concerned judge requests, for promotional 
reasons, to prevent favoritism and nepotism at particular court. However this tool should not be used as 
punishment for the honest working or being critical of the government functioning. 

 All the reasons and facts behind promotions and transfers must be made public to prevent any rumors or wrong 
information to spread into public. 

 Collegium system must laid down objective criteria for promotions and transfers giving due importance to merit, 
performance etc of the judge. 

 Collegium should not buckle in front of the pressure from the executive or give in to whims and wishes of the 
ruling party. This is needed to ensure the credibility of the collegium. 

 Rather than having external attempts like NJAC, collegium should itself uphold highest standards of integrity and 
functioning that would increase transparency and accountability. 

The NJAC was struck down on the basis that judicial supremacy in the matter of judicial appointments was essential 
to the independence of the judiciary – a basic feature of the Constitution. But when independent judges suffer when 
the collegium is fully in charge, the absence of reasons causes deep concern. This in turn shakes the foundation of 
Indian democracy. If Indian democracy is to thrive and if it is not to turn itself into authoritarian democracy, 
independence of judiciary regarding matters like appointments, promotions, transfers etc must be secured from 
outside interference. 
 

Topic:  Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies  

Q) In recent days, the Securities and Exchange Board of India has taken stringent measures against credit 

rating agencies. Examine the reasons for taking such measures and their implications. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

A credit rating agency is a company that assigns credit ratings, which rate a debtor’s ability to pay back debt by making 
timely interest payments and the likelihood of default. An agency may rate the creditworthiness of issuers of debt 
obligations, of debt instruments. 

Credit rating agencies thus perform task of:- 

Selection of the good performing companies 

Highlights the market risk, financial risk, structural risk companies are facing, 

Serves a warning for non-competent companies to restructure their management practices 

There is a need to regulate CRA in India for the following reasons: 

1. CRAs charge companies for rating their securities. Thus there is a conflict of interest as better ratings will be 
profitable for companies. 

2. Non rating revenues for services like consultancy and advisory is also stemmed from the same clients. Thus CRAs 
have an incentive to give better ratings in lieu of more business. 

3. Portfolio investments form an important part of Balance of Payments accounts for India. Ratings influence these 
FPIs and thus can cause instability in the market. 

4. Since all the major CRAs are not based in India, ratings can be used as geopolitical tool to influence economy. 
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5. India’s ratings determine the cost of credit to India in international market. 

The new set of rule includes: 

1. Provisions to restrict cross-shareholding between rating agencies without regulatory approval to 10%. 

2. There has been Increase in the minimum net worth requirement for existing and new agencies from Rs. 5 crore 
to Rs. 50 crore. 

3. Mandates of least five years’ experience for promoters of rating agencies. 

Reasons for new norms: 

 SEBI has proposed disclosure norms to improve investor awareness about the operations of rating agencies. 

 The spin-off of non-core operations of rating agencies will allow SEBI to focus on regulating just their credit rating 
operations. 

 SEBI has released a new set of rules drafted to improve market efficiency and enhance the governance, 
accountability and functioning of credit rating agencies. 

 There are some concerns with respect the new norms as doubt has been raised over utility of these new rules to 
enhance the efficiency of credit rating agencies. The new rules may increase the competition between credit 
rating agencies further making it tougher for new players to come into credit rating sector. 

 Credit rating sector has already been dominated by few players and thus there is need of competition to make it 
more efficient. The new rules needs to be analysed in light of competency and competition among credit rating 
agencies. 

 

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation 

Q) In your opinion, what are the lessons that government should learn from recent demonetisation fiasco? 

Discuss critically. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- On 8 November 2016, the Government of India announced the demonetisation of all ₹500 (US$7.80) 
and ₹1,000 (US$16) banknotes of the Mahatma Gandhi Series. The government claimed that the action would curtail 
the shadow economy and crack down on the use of illicit and counterfeit cash to fund illegal activity and terrorism. 
The sudden nature of the announcement—and the prolonged cash shortages in the weeks that followed—created 
significant disruption throughout the economy, threatening economic output. 

Criticism :- 

The Indian Supreme Court while hearing one among a slew of cases filed against the sudden demonetisation decision 
in various courts, observed that it “appears to be carpet bombing and not surgical strike” which government 
repeatedly claims it to be. 

Nobel laureate Indian economist Amartya Sen, severely criticised the demonetisation move calling it a “despotic 
action” among other things. 

Former Senior Vice-President and Chief Economist of the World Bank, Kaushik Basu, called it a ‘major mistake’ and 
said that the ‘damage’ is likely to be much greater than any possible benefits. 

Pronab Sen, former Chief Statistician and Planning Commission of India member, called it a “hollow move” since it did 
not really address any of the purported goals of tackling black money or fake currency. 

Prabhat Patnaik, a former professor of economics at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi called the move ‘witless’ 
and ‘anti-people’. He criticised the simple way in which black money was assumed as “a hoard of cash”, saying that it 
would have little effect in eliminating “black activities” while “causing much hardship to common people.” 

Noted economist and journalist, T. N. Ninan wrote in the Business Standard that demonetisation ‘looks like a bad idea, 
badly executed on the basis of some half-baked notions’. Deepak Parekh (Chairman of HDFC) had initially appreciated 
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the decision to ban the ₹ 500 and ₹ 1000 notes, but later said that the move had derailed the economy, and expressed 
scepticism about its outcome. Industrialist Rajiv Bajaj criticised the demonetisation, saying that not just the execution, 
but the concept of demonetisation was wrong in itself. 

Effects :- 

Banking 

In the first four days after the announcement of the step, about ₹3 trillion (US$47 billion) in the form of old ₹500 and 
₹1,000 banknotes had been deposited in the banking system and about ₹500 billion (US$7.8 billion) had been 
dispensed via withdrawals from bank accounts, ATMs as well as exchanges over the bank counters. 

Human trafficking 

Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi and others working to fight human trafficking said that the note ban had led to a huge 
fall in sex trafficking. Satyarthi said the demonetisation would be effective in combating exploitation of children as 
well as corruption and would be a great obstacle to traffickers. However, 2 months later he expressed his 
disappointment on Rs 2000 notes being pushed into human trafficking in absence of other concrete steps. 

Radical groups 

The Demonetisation has badly hit Maoist and Naxalites as well. The surrender rate has reached its highest since the 
demonetisation is announced. It is said that the money these organisations have collected over the years have left 
with no value and it has caused them to reach to this decision 

Hawala 

Mumbai Police reported a setback to Hawala operations. Hawala dealers in Kerala were also affected. The Jammu and 
Kashmir Police reported the effect of demonetisation on hawala transactions of separatists. 

Railways 

As of November 2016, Indian Railways did not have the option to make payment with cards at the counters. After the 
demonetisation move, the government announced to make card payment options available at railway counters in the 
country. 

Cash shortage 

The scarcity of cash due to demonetisation led to chaos, and most people holding old banknotes faced difficulties 
exchanging them due to endless queues outside banks and ATMs across India, which became a daily routine for 
millions of people waiting to deposit or exchange the ₹500 and ₹1000 banknotes since 9 November. 

Deaths 

Several people were reported to have died from standing in queues for hours to exchange their old banknotes. Deaths 
were also attributed to lack of medical help due to refusal of old banknotes by hospitals. 

Agriculture 

Transactions in the Indian agriculture sector are heavily dependent on cash and were adversely affected by the 
demonetisation of ₹500 and ₹1,000 banknotes. Due to scarcity of the new banknotes, many farmers have insufficient 
cash to purchase seeds, fertilisers and pesticides needed for the plantation of rabi crops usually sown around mid-
November. 

Business 

By the second week after demonetisation of ₹500 and ₹1,000 banknotes, cigarette sales across India witnessed a fall 
of 30–40%, while E-commerce companies saw up to a 30% decline in cash on delivery (COD) orders. 

Digital transactions 

Several e-commerce companies hailed the demonetisation decision as an impetus to an increase in digital payments, 
hoping that it would lead to a decline in COD returns which could cut down their costs. 

Drop in industrial output 

There was a reduction in industrial output as industries were hit by the cash crisis. The Purchasing Managers’ Index 
(PMI) fell to 46.7 in November from 54.5 in October, recording its sharpest reduction in three years. 
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Job losses 

There was a loss of jobs due to demonetisation, particularly in the unorganised and informal sector and in small 
enterprises. Labour union jobs were crashed. 

However there is now ample proof that the grand demonetisation gamble has failed to meet its primary objective. 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has finally released numbers that show how most of the currency notes that were 
cancelled were deposited in banks. The airy hopes that the Indian central bank would be able to extinguish a 
substantial chunk of its liabilities—and some mistakenly also argued that this would provide a fiscal bonanza that the 
government could use to recapitalize the banking system—have been belied. The minor relief is that the value of notes 
returned was not greater than the value of currency printed by the Indian central bank. That would have created a 
huge accounting mess. 

Lessons to learn :- 

 Government did not seek the advice of experts before going ahead. 

 Good policy design should take into account how people will respond to any change in the rules of the game. In 
other words, incentives matter. Most rational human beings will adjust their behaviour to further their self-
interest. Those who had illegal wealth held in cash obviously gamed the cash exchange process. 

 Political dynamics can be quite different from economic dynamics. That voters have continued to back the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) despite the pain imposed by demonetisation shows that the ruling party has gradually 
redefined its typical voter from the traditional trading base that supported the Bharatiya Jana Sangh to the 
aspirational middle class that has a lower tolerance for corruption. 

 This episode in India’s policy-making highlights an essential tenet of policy-making — the need for a cost benefit 
analysis. For any objective that is to be achieved, we need to examine various policy options and analyse their 
costs and efficacy. For an economy on the path of reform, with many more reforms still to come, long-term 
sustainable impact can be achieved only when we strengthen the policy-making process as well. 

  

Q) Write a note on the findings on rural development schemes and goals for of the same in the recently 

released Three Year Action Agenda of the NITI Aayog. (200 Words) 

Down to Earth 

Reference 

What is the Agenda about? 

After dismantling Planning Commission and taking its place, NITI Aayog set to create 15-year long-term vision and 
subsequently the seven-year policy strategy along with Three Year Action Agenda. 

This set the phasing out of Five Year planning as a concept completely. But for the NITI Aayog’s initiative to be an 
improvement on the Five Year Plan, pragmatic moves, such as delinking planning from finance, will be required. 

The NITI Aayog’s governing council, which is currently reviewing the Three Year Action Agenda, comprises all chief 
ministers, mirroring the erstwhile National Development Council. The Three Year Action Agenda seeks to embark on 
“a path to achieve all-round development of India and its people” through concerted action, outlined in seven parts 
covering multiple facets of the Indian economy. 

About the implementation of rural development schemes: 

1. As a core of its finding, this three year agenda by NITI Ayog proposes that over the next three years, the 
government wants to focus on strengthening implementation and monitoring of existing schemes. 

2. The action plan proposes to update the SECC data by including information on benefits availed by the households 
under several government schemes. It wants the panchayats to analyse the data to understand the level of 
implementation. 

3. The document has pointed out that , number of assets under MGNREGA fall into disrepair and become unusable 
over time due to lack of maintenance, the government proposes to create a separate maintenance fund for 
community funds for this. 
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4. The agenda finds out that human resource is the issue and lack of funds as key challenges in implementing 
National Rural Livelihood Mission. Thus the government plans to focus on retention of project staff at district and 
block level and filling up vacant posts. 

5. The report observes that, there is a diverse and complex set of factors, including religious and social, that 
influence household decision pertaining to sanitation. Thus one size does not fit all. The government wants to 
assess why community-led total sanitation approach has not scaled up in India. As per the action plan there will 
be more focus on “igniting behaviour change from within the communities”. 

6. Agenda mentions that , over the next three years, the government aims at brining electricity to every household 
in every village with a focus on “quality, reliability, affordability and legality of supply” to ensure that power 
actually reaches villages. 

7. The Aayog has suggested a series of measures to improve learning outcomes and improve skills for jobs. It has 
recommended changes in the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act to focus on learning. 
Improving quality of higher education and NSDC working on achieving an 80 per cent placement target are among 
the other suggestions given by the think-tank, to improve education and skills of people. 

8. The Aayog noted that despite a numerous skill development initiatives by the government that have been 
undertaken till date, the country still faces a challenge of training a large workforce. According to estimates for 
the period 2013-14, India’s annual skilling capacity at around seven million is significantly lower than the 
workforce entering the market annually, while the quality of skills imparted is also a matter of concern. 

In implementing this mandate, states should begin by devising their implementation indicators and planning a state-
level measurement system for reports and outcomes of rural development schemes. 
 

Q) In your opinion, what should be included in a future payments-system policy framework? Discuss. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

New technology and innovative businesses increasingly affect our daily financial lives. Mobile devices, high-speed data 
communication, and online commerce are creating expectations that convenient, secure, real-time payment and 
banking capabilities should be available whenever and wherever they are needed. At the same time, disruptive new 
technologies suggest that traditional financial service providers must innovate and adapt or be left behind. 

 

The component of future payment system policy framework can be: 

 An efficient payments system provides the infrastructure needed to transfer money in low-cost and convenient 
ways. 
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 Future payment systems are expected to be innovative in improving the quality of services in response to 
changing technology and changing demand. Future systems need to be broadly accessible through means that 
are convenient for consumers, businesses, and financial institutions around the country. 

 The aim is to facilitate provision of a payment system for the future that combines the much-valued attributes of 
safety, security and universal reach with technological solutions which enable faster processing, enhanced 
convenience, and the extraction and use of valuable information that accompanies payments. 

 The payment system has to be accompanied by effective supervisory mechanisms to strengthen the resilience of 
the Financial Market Infrastructures (FMIs) and System Wide Important Payment Systems (SWIPS) in the country. 

 The system also need to take care of other aspects such as customer centric approach to streamline the customer 
grievance redressal mechanism, focus on building customer awareness and education, and initiate customer 
protection measures. 

 The right to privacy is also an area of concern as the balance between data regulation and individual privacy raises 
complex issues requiring delicate balances to be drawn between the legitimate concerns of the State on one hand 
and individual interest in the protection of privacy on the other. 

 Safety and security of payment systems and transactions is an important factor that helps in boosting the trust 
and confidence of the customers in using electronic payment mechanisms. 

 An important factor which contributes to refinement of policies and regulatory framework is the ability to gauge 
first-hand the developments / changes taking place in customer habits with respect to payment choices. In order 
to ascertain these changes, the system will need to engage with various stakeholders / professionals to conduct 
user / customer surveys over a period of time on specific aspects of payments systems. 

 The broad contours of Vision-2018 revolve around the 5 Cs: 

1. Coverage – by enabling wider access to a variety of electronic payment services 

2. Convenience – by enhancing user experience through ease of use and of products and processes 

3. Confidence – by promoting integrity of systems, security of operations and customer protection 

4. Convergence – by ensuring interoperability across service providers 

5. Cost – by making services cost effective for users as well as service providers 

Conclusion: 

The payment requires no other participants than the payer and payee, so by having no transaction processing fees 
and allowing low value transactions to be cost-effective. This uses inherent security mechanisms to ensure the safety 
of transactions independent of the transmission protocol being used. Commerce on the Internet needs payment 
mechanisms that can serve for as much diversity as commerce in the real world. 
 

Q) Integrating driving licenses with Aadhar can integrate the road safety ecosystem multidimensionally. 

Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Moving towards the digital India to achieve the noble aim of inclusive development and democracy for all, government 
of India is using tool of Aadhar number to link various government schemes. The convergence is the purpose of linking 
various schemes so that benefits can be extended  to grassroot level. 

Need of road safety measures in India: 

The analysis of road accident data 2015 reveals that about 1,374 accidents and 400 deaths take place every day on 
Indian roads which further translates into 57 accidents and loss of 17 lives on an average every hour in our country. 
About 54.1 per cent of all persons killed in road accidents were in the 15 -34 years age group during the year 2015. 

Aadhar: 

Aadhaar is a 12 digit unique-identity number issued to all Indian residents based on their biometric and demographic 
data. The data is collected by the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), a statutory authority established on 
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12 July 2016 by the Government of India, under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, under the 
provisions of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and other Subsidies, benefits and services) Act, 2016. 

Aadhaar is the world’s largest biometric ID system, with over 1.171 billion enrolled members as of 15 Aug 2017. As of 
this date, over 99% of Indians aged 18 and above had been enrolled in Aadhaar. 

Diag: Convergence through Aadhar 

 

After connecting Aadhar number with Pan Card, GOI is thinking to connect it to driving license as well. 

Benefits of linking Aadhar with driving license will be: 

1. The linkage between Aadhar and driving license will help in efficient data storage about indivisual using 
automobile in real time basis. The inputs about the driving capabilities and further improvement can be added 
to Aadhar number at the time of license issue itself. 

2. This will help to reduce number of duplicate licenses as single Aadhar number can be provided to single person 
only. 

3. Integrating Aadhar number with overall highway management will help to establish intelligent transport system 
in country. Such system will ensure enhancement of discipline among contractors during construction, road 
safety audit on selected stretches and timely completion of construction projects. 

4. The information about road safety and instruction can be extended to particular group through Aadhar number 
that is linked with driving license. 

5. Awareness campaign through digital platforms can become reality through mobile phone connected Aadhar 
number. Such awareness drives can reduce the road casualties by moral suasion. 

6. Road casualties can also be reduced by storing medical data of an indivisual in Aadhar number. 

Way ahead: Government has signed Brasilia declaration on road safety as a part of road safety decade of 2011 to 
2020. 
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Brasilia declaration details: 

Developed through an intergovernmental process involving consultation with other stakeholders, the Brasilia 
Declaration is a call to rethink transport policies in order to favour more sustainable modes of transport such as 
walking, cycling and using public transport. It highlights strategies to ensure the safety of all road users, particularly by 
improving laws and enforcement; making roads safer through infrastructural modifications; ensuring that vehicles are 
equipped with life-saving technologies; and enhancing emergency trauma care systems. The Brasilia Declaration 
encourages WHO and partners to facilitate the development of targets to reduce road traffic crashes and fatalities, 
and support the definition and use of indicators linked to the SDG targets related to road safety. 
 

Q) ” All India Judicial Services may streamline vacancies at lower judiciary but Higher Judiciary still remains 

a challenge to achieve holistic Judicial Reforms.” Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

All India Judicial Service (AIJS) is proposed with the objective to select the district judges at all India level and to allocate 
them into different states on the lines of present All India Services. This would bring the transparency and efficiency 
in the recruitment process, reduce the corruption and nepotism, reward the merit and would reduce the vacancy at 
the lower levels. Though such service can be used to deal with the vacancies at lower judiciary, it is not the panacea 
for the existing judicial problems. 

In 2016, around 478 posts out of a sanctioned strength of 1,079 high court judges were lying vacant. This forms about 
44.3 per cent vacancies which are huge. Even at present 6 high courts have no permanent chief justices. Thus the 
problem of judicial vacancy at the higher judiciary has assumed the alarming proportion. 

Also Supreme Court had quashed the government’s attempt to form National Judicial Appointments Commission 
(NJAC) to expedite the appointment process and to bring the transparency in the process. Hence the process of 
appointing judges at higher level still remains opaque and logjam between judiciary and the executive has prolonged 
the delays in the appointments, escalating the problem. 

Thus judicial reforms concerning the hastening the process of appointment of judges and bringing transparency 
without infringing judicial space has become top priority. 

The first and foremost step is to bring harmony between Judiciary and Executive. The government and the collegium 
have been unable to agree on a Memorandum of Procedure for appointment of judges. In order to ensure national 
interest, Government wants to have the power to reject recommendations from collegium, whereas the judiciary 
opposes such a veto clause. Judiciary’s stance is in line with the principle of ‘Separation of power’ which is the basis of 
Indian political system. However it does not mean that judiciary should insulate itself from all standard processes and 
work arbitrarily. 

Further, there needs to be institutional framework to expedite the process of appointment, to take into account the 
views of the executive and which would also reduce the discretion of the collegium. Although NJAC has been scrapped 
by SC, any alternative arrangement should come from judiciary itself. 

One of the biggest problems is the issue of “judicial dynasties” or collegium which prefers to appoint relatives, friends, 
former colleagues and juniors. There is a deep concern over this issue because it strikes at the very essence of merit 
and transparency in judicial appointments. Thus only seniority should not be sole criteria for the promotion to the top 
posts. Thus merit should also be recognized in addition to the Seniority for the posts of High courts and Supreme Court. 

Judiciary could also form some sort of screening committee for all judges-elect comprising eminent persons and retired 
judges to ensure criteria-based selections 

According to the former CJI T S Thakur, 8-9 states account for around 70-80% of the pendency of the cases at High 
courts. It also means that some of the problems of higher judiciary are endemic to specific high courts. Thus there is 
need to focus on such low performing high courts and efforts be made to bring them at par with the other courts. 

Alternative Dispute Resolution mechanism, Lok Adalats etc should be explored on greater scale to reduce the burden 
of the judiciary at all levels. 

The problems of the Indian judiciary at all levels have reached catastrophic levels. The public is losing confidence in 
the judiciary despite the latter’s assertions. The logjam between Judiciary and Executive can only result in distress for 
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the public. Thus reforms both at lower and higher levels of judiciary are urgently required to keep their pillar of 
democracy stronger and powerful. 
 

Q) “Censorship of content on online mediums and social media can be incremental towards safety but 

detrimental towards creativity.” Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

Social media and online mediums have emerged as powerful platforms in spreading information and even as publicity 
mediums. Thus they are being increasingly used by filmmaker in promoting the films and other contents. Social media 
and online mediums hitherto have remained away from the strict censorship of the government and hence have 
become both boon and bane for the society as a whole. 

 Social media and online mediums have become easy targets to exploit the divisive tendencies of the society and 
to spread hatred among the different communities (eg. violence against people from the North-East region in 
2014). The very nature of the social media makes it vulnerable to rapid spread of sensitive and even morphed 
information among the people. There are no channels to verify the authenticity and originality of the online 
content. This also leads to duplication of the original work and to spread it under someone else’s name. 

 Also there have been attempts to incite the crowd and mobs against the State and administration (eg. Kashmir 
violence) making social media a great threat to law and order. 

 Further social media has been actively used by terrorist organizations and anti-social elements for brain-washing 
the young people and inciting them to indulge into wrong activities (eg. ISIS propaganda). 

Thus it has become imperative on the part of the government to regulate the social media and even censor the online 
content at times. However quest for safety and security through censorship has also another dimension. 

 The frequent recourse to the censorship can also be used to suppress the free and independent thinking. In a 
diverse country like India, free and independent thinking is hallmark of the vibrancy of the democracy. It is basic 
pre-condition for the creativity and novelty in art and literature. In the environment of blind censorship of the 
online content, it could hamper the creativity, innovation and originality. 

 Further government can use the power to censor the online content to spread the particular ideology and muzzle 
the other ideologies detrimental to their interests. Through censorship government can acquire draconian 
powers to inhibit the growth of the unorthodox views particularly through the films and documentaries. 

 Right to disagree and right to dissent are fundamental pillars of any evolving democracy like India. Government 
can resort to easy way of suppressing any dissent and disagreements through regulation of the online content. 

Hence censorship of the social media and online content is two edged sword. Though it is necessary at the times of 
national security and maintaining stability, it should not be used to restrain and hinder the creativity. Thus there is 
need of informed and aware citizens which would understand usefulness of the social media for the benefit of the 
society and at the same time keeps the control on the authoritarian tendencies of the government through periodic 
elections. 
 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health 

Q) What are the differences between brand and generic drugs? Discuss the issues and concerns 

regarding prescribing medicines by their generic names. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- A generic drug is a pharmaceutical drug that is equivalent to a brand-name product in dosage, strength, 
route of administration, quality, performance, and intended use. The term may also refer to any drug marketed under 
its chemical name without advertising, or to the chemical makeup of a drug rather than the brand name under which 
the drug is sold. 

Although they may not be associated with a particular company, generic drugs are usually subject to government 
regulations in the countries where they are dispensed. 
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Indian scenario :- 

The Indian government began encouraging more drug manufacturing by Indian companies in the early 1960s, and with 
the Patents Act in 1970. The Patents Act removed composition patents for foods and drugs, and though it kept process 
patents, these were shortened to a period of five to seven years. The resulting lack of patent protection created a 
niche in both the Indian and global markets that Indian companies filled by reverse-engineering new processes for 
manufacturing low-cost drugs. The code of ethics issued by the Medical Council of India in 2002 calls for physicians to 
prescribe drugs by their generic names only. 

How are generic and brand name drugs different? 

 Although the active ingredients are the same, the excipients (inactive ingredients) may differ. This is only 
important in rare cases when a patient has an allergy or sensitivity to one of the excipients. 

 The product may also be slightly different in colour, shape, or markings. 

 The biggest difference is cost. Generic drugs are generally less expensive than brand name comparators. 

Issues and concerns regarding prescribing medicines by their generic names. 

 The issue in India is not about expensive brand name drugs versus cheaper generics, as in the West, but one of 
quality drugs versus suspect quality drugs. Branded generics are also generics with a brand name, plus the quality 
assurance from well-known companies like Cipla, Sun or Dr Reddy’s. Doctors have come to trust these companies 
and their brands over time. 

 Indian pharma’s field force numbering nearly one million medical representatives have done a good job of 
building this trust in their companies and brands. It is simply not possible for doctors to transfer this trust to 
generics, manufactured by unknown companies. 

 The entire issue of cheaper generics is based on the premise of measurable and enforceable assurance about 
quality through bioequivalence tests and other globally mandated parameters. In the absence of that, the 
generics-only diktat is a non-starter.  

 Indian branded generic companies have been innovative in terms of drug delivery systems to improve absorption, 
reduce side-effects, thereby increasing the efficacy of the drug. 

WAY FORWARD 

Since the issue is about quality, the government must put in place reforms that will make it mandatory for drug 
manufacturers in India to adhere to globally accepted standards. The government must sit down with all stakeholders 
to discuss the issue and roll-out a time bound plan to make generic prescriptions mandatory over the next three to 
five years. This will give the necessary time needed by all stakeholders from industry to doctors, retailers and patients 
to get used to the new system. For example, the government can roll-out a generics-only plan for one group of drugs 
like analgesics (pain-killers) and see how it works and learn from it and progressively roll-out for all other group of 
drugs.  

The solution to the problem of branded versus generic lies in strengthening the existing drug regulatory and quality 
control structure. The strategy can be two pronged with an increase in the capacity of existing testing laboratories and 
opening up of new laboratories in government colleges. Pharmacology departments of existing medical colleges can 
play a big role in this direction. 

India can also learn a lot from similar generics roll-out experiences in Europe and Latin America. 
 

Q) India’s record in addressing undernutrition is abysmal. With a stunting rate of 38.4%, India accounts for 

about a third of the world’s stunted children. Critically analyse the role of state governments in addressing 

the problem of undernutrition. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Under nutrition in India is a pressing issue putting the health of our country in a state of emergency.  Almost half of all 
children under the age of three are underweight, 30% of newborns are born with low birth weight, and 52% of women 
and 74% of children are anemic. 
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Nature and Magnitude of the Problem: 

Under nutrition in India is among the highest in the world, far exceeding that of sub-Saharan Africa. Nearly ¾ of Indian 
children are underweight, 19% are wasted (in fact, Indian children account for one-third of the world’s wasting), and 
38% are stunted.3 While under nutrition has been steadily declining over the past few years, the rate of under nutrition 
remains unacceptable, accounting for 22% of the burden of disease.  Over half of child deaths are associated with 
under nutrition. 4 

Micronutrient deficiency is the major cause of under nutrition. Vitamin A deficiency affects 57% of children ages 6 to 
59 months, iodine deficiency effects 33% of the population, and iron deficiency ranges from 78.5% of children 6 to 35 
months to 57.9% of pregnant women.5 Micronutrients are one of the most fundamental components of a healthy and 
a well-nourished society and must become a central pillar of our efforts.   

State governments in addressing the problem of undernutrition: Critical analysis 

 Dramatic changes in the fiscal architecture based on the recommendations of the Fourteenth Finance 
Commission have raised serious concerns with regard to public spending on nutrition. In this scenario the role of 
state government becomes important in addressing the issue of undernutrition. 

 There has been substantial decline in the budget allocation of centrally sponsored schemes such as Mid-day meal 
scheme and Integrated Child Development Services Scheme (ICDS). This shifts the prime onus on state 
government to come ahead in this sector. 

 The very purpose of fiscal restructuring was that with more resources at their disposal, states would step up their 
expenditure; data on state budget allocation for nutrition schemes is not encouraging. 

 Health being the State subject, preventive public health care can be successfully achieved by investing rationally 
in nutrition related schemes. 

 There are varied socio-economic and demographic conditions in different states. The autonomy provided for 
state can result into suitable schemes to tackle the malnutrition in respective states. 

Some steps to strengthen state capabilities: 

 The Centre and state should work together to set nutrition targets for every state and district. 

 The Centre should play a more proactive role in monitoring the nutrition programmes of every state. 

 Effective steps need to be undertaken to upgrade capacity at the state level. 

 Food fortification is one of the most cost-effective ways of addressing micronutrient deficiencies and should be 
a top priority. Double fortifying salt, a common staple in the Indian diet, with iron and iodine would double the 
intake of these micronutrients and consequently reduce levels of anemia. 

 States must provide more immediate nutritional assistance and shift our focus to correcting feeding practices, 
micronutrient intake, and assistance for the poorest and most marginalized populations. 

 The issue of malnutrition in urban areas is relatively different from rural India that needs a special, set of action 
plan to target the problem. 

 State government needs to harness the help and expertise rendered by private sector, non-government 
organisations and civil society. 

The federal structure is not just about the rights of the states. It equally holds the importance of various responsibilities 
of the state. Long gone the old days when center was far stronger than the states in all aspects and the state were 
mere beneficiaries. In contemporary context states must be encouraged and empower to play their role in areas were 
public intervention is very crucial. 
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Q) Safety of children in the school premises is as important as delivery of quality of education. Do you 

think framing national guidelines on minimum security provisions at schools can address the issue 

effectively? Give reasons for your comments. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Recent decision by honourable SC of India to a plea filed by two women lawyers seeking implementation of existing 
guidelines to ensure safety and well-being of children in schools across the country highlighted this issue once again. 

Concerns of safety in educational institutes: 

 There are high chances of gender linked violence in educational institutes as well. 

 Most private schools are set up by people such as property dealers, liquor barons, politicians and the like, with a 
two-fold purpose. First of all, schools give them a fig leaf of respectability. And they are also a great avenue for 
the investment of dubiously acquired wealth. 

 In many cases, infrastructure creates threat to life and security of school children. Building norms are not taken 
into consideration. 

 School inspections are not worthy of faith and found in many cases as a manipulated routine exercise. 

 It has been observed that, there is hardly any training given to school teachers or head of the school with respect 
to crisis management. 

 The problem is further compounded by the fact that there is no way in which a regular audit in safety measures 
can be conducted. None of the school boards (although they have comprehensive manuals) have either the 
resources or the expertise to ensure conformity with safety measures. 

Need of national guidelines on minimum security provisions at schools: 

 Such guidelines will provide much required proactive approach that reactive approach in safety of school children. 

 Such framework will bring uniformity in terms of security measures that exist in various schools. Mostly in bad 
shape in today’s conditions. 

 Guidelines will provide specific mandate for implementation of security measures and thus will also attract 
funding for it. 

 It will be far easier to monitor the security measures and their implementation for government as well. 

 It will bring clear separation of responsibilities among various stakeholders so that grievance redressal will be 
prompt and much simpler as well. 

 Pre decided policy framework will specify the role of private agencies who are in today’s context involved in 
making business more than providing genuine security to students. 

 Security guidelines can involve local self-government as an important component of the decision making as well 
as monitoring. 

 This can be first step in bringing global best practices for provision of security to school children in India. 

Conclusion: 

After the right to education, it is the high time to consider the minor yet important aspects of education system in 
country. Pre structured guidelines for security of school children will go long way in assuring the safety of young minds 
and souls of country. 
 

Q) Good Higher Education and Research systems facilitate incremental economic development. Analyse. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :-  India holds an important place in the global education industry. The country has more than 1.4 million 
schools with over 227 million students enrolled and more than 36,000 higher education institutes. India has one of the 
largest higher education systems in the world. However, there is still a lot of potential for further development in the 
education system specially its role in economic development of nation. 
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From ancient Greece to 19th century Britain and 20th century United States, there is evidence that when nations do 
well in higher education and research, they do well in economic development. 

India’s strength :- 

 English is the world’s most important language and India’s strength in it is a natural advantage today. 

 With the far-sightedness of India’s founding fathers and, in particular, Jawaharlal Nehru, India took major steps 
in nurturing higher education and scientific temperament, setting up the IITs, the IIMs, and promoting some fine 
universities. 

 India today is the 14th most popular destination (1.4 per cent) in preference for higher education. 

How to do that :- 

 The aim should be to provide high-quality education and charge international students the full fee for this. 

 If Indian universities are given the freedom, they will charge very less compared to many other countries pulling 
enormous students from all over the world. Government needs to create just the enabling environment for this. 

 The government has to pay attention to the little matters. For example, students should be able to get visas for 
their two-, three- or four-year study at one go. 

 There is enough enterprise in India and enough profit potential in this sector that private universities will crop up 
and do the actual delivery once the government provides this basic ethos. 

The advantage of the nation becoming a global hub for education is that this can yield so much income that the 
government can then take the responsibility of providing these other kinds of education to its own citizens. The 
government should also take the responsibility to ensure that all Indians get education, taking account of the fact that 
many are so poor that they will have to be provided education for free. 
 

Q) Increased instances of victims from the Blue Whale game points to an inherent lack of focus on mental 

health amongst the younger generation across stakeholders. Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The emotional wellbeing of children is just as important as their physical health. Good mental health allows children 
and young people to develop the resilience to cope with whatever life throws at them and grow into well-rounded, 
healthy adults. The importance of psychological well-being in children and adolescent, for their healthy emotional, 
social, physical, cognitive and educational development, is well-recognized. There is now increasing evidence on the 
effectiveness of interventions to improve children’s and adolescent’s resilience, promote mental health and treat 
mental health problems and disorders. 

Recently Supreme Court on sought the Centre’s views on a petition demanding a ban on the controversial Blue Whale 
Challenge. After the issue taken up by honourable Supreme court, the issues linked with mental health of adolescent 
people came into limelight. 

What is Blue Whale game? 

The Blue Whale Game also known as “Blue Whale Challenge”, is an Internet game that is claimed to exist in several 
countries. The game reportedly consists of a series of tasks assigned to players by administrators over a 50-day period, 
with the final challenge requiring the player to commit suicide. The term “Blue Whale” is said to come from the 
phenomenon of beached whales. 

Challenge of Mental health of young generation and way ahead: 

The very issue of mental health is not seen as a component of overall health in Indian society. This attitudinal problem 
makes young people to hide mental disturbances which later escalate to severe threat to life and wellbeing of that 
indivisual. 

There are limited child and adolescent mental health services in India. Mostly such services are restricted to urban 
areas. Access to mental health services for children with a mental, emotional or behavioural disorder is substandard, 
not provided early enough, in sufficient supply and accessible only to a fraction of children and adolescents. 
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Traditionally in India, the responsibility of care and protection of children has been with families and communities. 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health is the fundamental right of the children, and the approach to ensure the fulfillment 
of these rights so far has always been more need based rather than rights based. 

Dealing with emotional and mental distress is part of the day-to-day business of teachers, social workers and other 
professionals. This workforce need the right skills, recognition and support to help build resilience in children and keep 
them engaged with education. 

Difficulty of supporting a young person in transition between adolescent and adult age must be recognised at wider 
policy level. 

 It is also crucial to partner with services whose primary function is not mental health care, such as GPs and schools. 
They can always contribute by offering general advice and treatment for less severe problems, contribute towards 
mental health promotion, identify problems early in their development, and refer to more specialist services. 

There is need of a multi-disciplinary team or service working in a community mental health clinic or child psychiatry 
outpatient service, providing a specialised service for children and adolescents with more severe, complex and 
persistent disorders. 

The media should be productively used to spread awareness on child mental health. Debates and discussions with 
participation of children can be a regular feature on electronic media in order to enhance people’s knowledge and 
sensitivity on child mental health issues. 

In fast changing world of today, there are many changes that young minds need to absorb and get used to with it. Eg: 
Internet and social media. This process is tough in young age mainly. Education institute must imbibe the right culture 
to use these tools for self-development and learning. 

There is need of specific model for special children such as differently abled children or people with past history of 
sexual harassment etc. The available expertise in private sector should be pool to generate a full proof model for 
mental health care. 

Diag: Comprehensive concept of Mental Health 

 

Conclusion: 

Child mental health is a shared responsibility, and for any intervention to be effective there should be a synergy 
between efforts being made by different stakeholders to address the issues. There is a need to create a mechanism 
that will make such a synergy possible. These may include child mental health prevention and promotion mechanisms 
at village, block, district and state levels which involve parents, elected representatives of urban and rural local bodies, 
teachers, Anganwadi workers, medical practitioners, police and social workers and responsible members of public 
among others. 
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Q) Medical Education in India requires an overhaul of regulatory and institutional mechanisms. Comment. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

A saying goes, “Good doctors understand responsibility better than privilege and practice accountability better than 
business.” We cannot think of having such a cadre of doctors in the nation, if our education system is not adept to 
nurture such doctors. Sadly, the reality is just this. 

Issues of medical education in India: 

 Maldistribution of resources 

There is maldistribution of resources and unregulated growth in the private sector. Faulty and disorganized admission 
procedures in private medical colleges (most of these are not recognized by any accredited agency) make the 
educational journey questionable. 

 Poor Doctor: Patient Ratio 

Doctor patient ratio is too less in country. It is estimated that India’s has merely 0.7 doctors and 1.5 nurses per 1,000 
people; dramatically lower to the WHO average of 2.5 doctors and nurses per 1,000 people. Comparing to international 
standards, this scenario is very poor. 

 Lack of innovative attitude 

Regular breakthroughs take place in the medical field every day, but the medical studies syllabus in India is not updated 
accordingly. New domains of medical science are also barely touched upon. Students study in a teacher-centric 
pattern, which doesn’t employ technology as much as foreign countries. 

 Training linked issues 

Teachers for medical institutes are selected based on their degrees and not their clinical experience. This cuts down 
the effectiveness of the knowledge they can impart to the students. Moreover, no teaching training is provided and 
teaching innovations are also lacking. 

 Lack of social accountability 

Indian medical students do not receive training which instills in them a social accountability as health practitioners. 
Medical education needs to be aligned with the societal needs, which differ from country to country. Strong emphasis 
needs to be put on rural and social issues and making students strongly aware of their responsibilities towards the 
same. 

 More emphasis on tertiary care than primary and secondary care level. 

As against the arduous specifications for the tertiary level teaching hospitals, there are no stringent stipulations for 
primary and secondary level health facilities dedicated to student teaching. Our budding doctors never see the 
challenge and the potential of competent family medicine at its best. 

 Need of reforms in Medical council of India: 

Joint parliamentary committee has suggested various reforms to weed out the corruption in Medical council Of India. 
There is need of highest standards of professional integrity and excellence must be appointed through an independent 
and a transparent selection process by a broad-based Search cum Selection Committee. 

Improving institutional and regulatory mechanism through measures such as : 

1. Statutory basis for common entrance examination for admissions to under-graduate and post-graduate courses 
in Medical institutions and a Common Licentiate Examination for practice by medical professionals after 
completion of the undergraduate medical degree must be established. 

2. A New Institutional Architecture for Regulation has been suggested with : 

 A Medical Advisory Council (MAC) having representation from the States and Union Territories (UTs) to articulate 
the national agenda for medical education; 

 The National Medical Commission (NMC), which is to serve as the policy-making body for medical education; 
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 Four autonomous Boards charged Under Graduate Medical Education, Post Graduate Medical Education, Medical 
Assessment and Rating and Registration and Ethics. 

3. Doctors must be trained for taking into account their social relevance as doctors. 

4. Integration of subjects, innovative teaching methods, and a more prevalent use of technology in classrooms is 
required. 

5. Medical research and clinical skills need to be worked on in colleges. 

6. More medical education platforms such as Buzz4Health need to come up, which act as platforms where doctors 
and medical students can collaborate through real medical cases and other continuous medical education 
content, thus providing an additional training for medical students. 

7. To deal with rural healthcare problems, students must familiarise themselves with the advancements in 
technology so that proper healthcare can be provided even from a distance. 

8. Students should be trained on holistic, whole body healing with the help of putting together alternative medicine 
and modern science. 

Conclusion: 

Disease burden of country is huge accompanied by abject poverty that makes the issue of public health a big challenge. 
Socially accountable skilled medical practitioners are need of time that can be catered by efficient education system 
of country. 
 

Q) Encephalitis is a national health risk and needs to be targeted on priority with dedicated State 

Measures. Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

Encephalitis is a potentially life-threatening but rare disease causing “acute inflammation” of the brain. 

Japanese Encephalitis is recognised as the leading cause of the disease in India. According to a report by Indian Council 
of Medical Research, JEV was first recognised in 1955 in the country, when cases of encephalitis were reported in 
North Arcat district of Tamil Nadu. 

The report further states that since 1972, the disease has spread to newer regions including West Bengal, Uttar Praesh, 
Assam, Bihar, Manipur, Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Pondicherry and Karnataka. Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are two states, 
which have seen the most number of encephalitis cases in recent years. 

While the age group of people affected by the disease in southern areas remain children below 16 years of age, in 
North India, citizens of all age group are affected. In 2012, at least 272 cases of the disease were reported in Odisha, 
including 24 deaths. By 2014, at least 550 cases of deaths due to encephalitis were reported in the country. At least 
102 people died in West Bengal and 43 deaths were reported in Assam in 2014. 

Thus Encephalitis needs to be targeted on priority with dedicated state measures. Following are some of the measures 
that needs to be taken on priority basis. 

 Mass awareness and door-to-door campaigns in districts severely affected by encephalitis, about the causes of 
the disease and ways of prevention, should be a priority. 

 A study specific to Gorakhpur had suggested a possibility of faecal-oral transmission of the virus by contaminated 
drinking water. Sanitation, mosquito control, prevention of open defecation, and ensuring clean drinking water 
can help prevent an outbreak. 

 The State governments need to allot maximum funds to those districts most affected by encephalitis. More 
infrastructure is required in states like UP and Bihar where the prevalence rate is high. 

 Further, cost-effective PPP models could also be explored to not just reach out, but also conduct research. 

 Encephalitis vaccine has been included in the Universal Immunization Program (UIP) since 2011. It has helped to 
reduce the prevalence rate among the children. However, a study published in the Indian Journal of Medical 
Research showed that only three out of four children in Gorakhpur had received at least one dose of JE vaccine. 
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The coverage of the second dose was low. Failure to administer the vaccine simultaneously with other vaccines 
was the most common reason for the lack of coverage and has led to many deaths. Thus there is need to cover 
every child under the UIP with comprehensive coverage. 

Encephalitis is a predictable disaster. Its transmission intensifies during the rainy season, during the pre-harvest period 
in paddy-cultivating regions, and in flood-prone districts. Thus careful measures taken by state will surely improve the 
present condition and help in towards eliminating the disease completely. 
 

Q) Regulation of Medical Education requires a dedicated and concerted effort. With reference to issues 

concerning Medical Council of India, suggest measures to reform Medical Education. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Answer 

Medical education in country is very foundation of creating quality human resource in health care industry. Medical 
council of India being the apex body in regulation and accreditation holds the moral and technical responsibility of 
maintaining a level of quality education. 

The reforms linked with medical council of India and medical education : 

 Based on the NITI Aayog Committee drafted the National Medical Commission Bill, 2016 to replace the 1956 Act 
, there is proposal to include provisions such as providing admission through a common entrance exam for 
government and private medical colleges, and the introduction of a qualifying exam for doctors when they enter 
the job market. This will create a common standard for quality assessment. 

 Periodic disclosure of ratings by medical colleges should be made mandatory in order to enable students to make 
informed decisions. This would also aid the colleges in improving their own standards to attract the best students. 

 There is need of proper demarcation of role about the types of work to be done in cooperation with MCI. 

 There is need of reforms within internal administrative structure of MCI. The more decentralisation must be done 
with proper demarcation of roles and responsibilities. 

 Centralisation of power is leading to high corruption and bribery issues in MCI. Digitilisation of various 
administrative work and regulation can reduce to bribery tendencies and other corrupt practices. 

 In process of accreditation as well, it has become the practice to give more importance to infrastructure and 
inputs given to accrediting agency than quality of medical education. This practice should be replaced with 
efficient multilateral method of accreditation. 

 Despite anecdotal data indicating that the number of unethical practices has increased in India, only 109 doctors 
have been blacklisted by the MCI in the period between 1963 and 2009. This indicates the stringent adherence 
to ethical code of medical practices by doctors as well as regulating agencies such as MCI. 

 Formulation of a separate board of medical ethics which could be constituted on the lines of the GMC or the 
Australian Medical Council and comprise non-doctor members. 

 In order to improve overall health care sector of country , teachers, pharmacist, medicine dealers , and hospitals 
should be accredited, and brought under the ambit of the medical commission. 

 Mandated by leading universities across the world, students should assess the teachers rather than an external 
body. 

Supplementary information: 

Proposed reforms by Committee on the Reform of the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 

1. A proposal has been made to appoint five non-medical members in the commission of 20 people. These five 
members would be from backgrounds including management, economics, law, consumer or patient rights 
advocacy, health research, science and technology. 

2. New regulatory architecture: The Committee recommended that the National Medical Commission (NMC) should 
be set up to replace the existing Medical Council of India. NMC would be the policy-making body for medical 
education in India.  It would consist of representatives from the Ministries of Health and Family Welfare, Human 
Resource Development and Department of Pharmaceuticals, among other related subject experts. 
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3. The Committee recommended that independent bodies should be created with clearly demarcated roles, which 
would be coordinated by the NMC. These bodies would be: 

(i) A Medical Assessment and Rating Board for accreditation and assessment of institutions. 

(ii) A Board for Medical Registration to maintain a national register of all licensed medical Practitioners. 

(iii) Under-Graduate Medical Education Board 

(iv) the Post-Graduate Medical Education Board. 

4. Examinations: The Committee recommended a transparent admissions process based on merit rather than 
the ability to pay capitation fees. Students would be admitted to medical colleges based on an all-India National 
Eligibility cum Entrance Test.  This would ensure a standardised set of skills for doctors following objective benchmarks 
to promote uniform outcomes. 

5. The Committee also recommended a periodic disclosure of ratings by medical colleges, to enable students to 
make informed decisions. This would also aid the colleges in improving their own standards to attract the best 
students. 

6. Passing a common exam would be mandatory to obtain a license and to subsequently apply for post-graduate 
courses. This exam would also test for skill sets prescribed by the central government keeping with the changing 
societal requirements of medical competencies. 

7. Fee Regulation: Despite the current fee regulation, there have been instances of corruption with regard to fees. 
The Committee recommended that the NMC should not engage in fee regulation of private colleges. 

8. Since admissions to medical institutions would be based solely on merit, there would be no need for fee 
regulation except in certain circumstances. The regulation of fees may encourage the formation of an 
underground economy for medical education, and having a fee cap may discourage the entry of private colleges. 

9. ‘For-profit’ organizations to establish medical colleges: Currently, only ‘not-for-profit’ organizations are 
permitted to establish medical colleges. The Committee recommended that the sector should be opened to ‘for-
profit’ organisations as well to address the supply gaps in medical education.  This would also help to deal with 
the lack of transparency regarding funding sources that currently exists despite a ban on ‘for-profit’ organisations 
in this sector. 

Criticism of proposed draft bill: 

The draft Bill of 2016 has been introduced to bring a complete reformation in the structure and the functioning of the 
medical commission, however, the Bill is not free from flaws, some of which need urgent reconsideration: 

 Minimum qualifying marks in the NEET need to be defined. 

 Fixing of the fees for a minimum percentage of seats in the private medical institutes instead of the open-ended 
clause ‘not exceeding 40% seats’ 

 The ‘not-for-profit’ status of the medical colleges should be retained. 

 Replacement of the outdated norms to establish colleges. 

 Accreditation of teachers, clinics, pharmacies, chemists, hospitals should be made mandatory. 

 Rural service at the primary and community health centers should be made mandatory for the medical students 
and as part of their curriculum. 

 A separate board of medical ethics should be created to investigate and prosecute cases of unethical practices 
by doctors. 

Nevertheless, the Bill contains some positive reforms that are reflected through the complete reformation of the 
administrative structure of the commission. However, the core objectives of the commission have to be upheld, which 
include creating and training a medical workforce that can work effectively in our country. 
 
 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  37 www.insightsias.com  

Q) Health insurance as a long term plan for healthcare financing is perilous. Analyse. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Ans- 

Central and state governments in India are increasingly relying on health insurance as solution to the problems of the 
healthcare sector in India. Though health insurance is one of the ways to handle healthcare woes in India, it also suffers 
from many limitations. 

Benefits of health insurance- 

 It reduces out-of-pocket expenditure of the people, particularly of the people below poverty line. 

 It is one of the chief ways to ensure that people above the poverty line do not incur high expenditure on health 
services which can push them into poverty basket. 

 Private sector plays major role in providing insurance thereby supplementing the limited resources of the 
government. 

 Government can focus more on poor people to ensure their well-being. 

Despite such benefits of the health insurance, it cannot become the sole instrument for bringing health reforms. Health 
insurances have their own drawbacks which limit their utility to the large section of the people. 

Why health insurance cannot be the long term model for healthcare financing- 

 Extreme poor households do not use their health insurance coverage given their low financial literacy and 
awareness. 

 Insurance is widely recognized as a poor model for healthcare financing because it suffers from serious 
information asymmetries. In a voluntary insurance market, there is an adverse selection problem where people 
who buy insurance on average are sicker than the average population. This makes the pool of insured more risky 
and thereby makes pricing of insurance difficult. 

 The other big worry is a moral hazard. Clients and doctors are incentivized to over-use facilities, thereby driving 
up health costs. Neither have the incentives to control costs, making the insurance system unsustainable. 

 Though health insurance is aimed at reducing the out-of-pocket expenditure, strangely it has found that out-of-
pocket expenditure on health has increased in the last decade when there has been growth in the health 
insurance all over the country since then. 

Thus Indian healthcare reforms cannot revolve around just health insurance. There is need to carry out comprehensive 
reforms that could address the structural issues of the healthcare system in India. 

Way forward- 

India could follow model that have been successfully implemented in Singapore. Medical savings accounts (MSAs) is 
one such product. Singapore adopted MSAs in 1984, and presents a success story. Its healthcare outcomes are 
comparable to most developed countries, while its spending is significantly lower. 
 

Q) How can cooperative societies aid in better micro finance? Highlight the role cooperative societies can 

play in enhancing farmer welfare. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

Cooperative society is an organization of group of people with collective responsibilities and thoughts for the 
development of needy, especially under privileged. Cooperatives have inherent advantages in tackling the problems 
of poverty alleviation, food security and employment generation. It is considered to have immense potential to deliver 
goods and services in areas where both the public and private sector have failed. 

How can cooperative societies aid in better micro-finance? 

 Cooperative institutions have reach of almost 97% of the villages in India. Thus they can be greatest vehicles for 
the promotion of micro-finance. 
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 Cooperatives work on the principle of mutual help and cooperation. Hence they are flexible enough to 
understand the credit need of their customers and to waive of technicalities that exist in commercial institutions. 

 Cooperative societies can readily grant short term funding to small and marginal farmers, SHGs and to women’s 
group to meet latter’s financial requirements within short time. Such short term credit to these groups is of 
utmost importance for their survival and sustainability. 

 Cooperative societies can spread financial literacy in the backward and under-privileged sections of the rural 
areas. This could lead more savings and judicious use of financial resources among rural population. 

 Profit is not motive of the cooperative societies. Thus the chances of exploitation of members are reduced and 
that of welfare is increased. 

Role of cooperative societies in enhancing farmer’s welfare- 

 Cooperatives help farmers by providing top quality fertilizers, seeds, insecticides, pesticides etc at reasonable 
price. 

 Farmers also get marketing, warehousing facility and transportation support from the cooperatives. 

 Service cooperative societies help the poor and marginal farmers with tractors, threshers etc on rent. 

 Sugar Industry has thrived in India largely on the cooperative basis. It has helped farmers to receive better prices 
for their produce and to resist the exploitation carried out by private sugar industries. 

 Dairy cooperative is another success story in India. To prevent the exploitation of marginal milk producers by the 
private dairy, farmers in Gujarat formed the “Kaira District Cooperative Milk Producers’ Union Ltd.” in Anand. 
Under this Union, cooperatives were formed at every village to collect surplus quantities of milk from small 
producers and a modern dairy was established to process the milk locally. The products were sold under the 
brand name Amul since 1955. 

 Establishment of marketing cooperatives have encouraged in providing marketing facilities to small farmers. The 
anticipated advantages were increase in bargaining strength of farmers, removal of intermediaries and direct 
interaction with consumers. The National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd. (NAFED) 
was established in 1958 for promoting cooperative marketing of agricultural produce. Indian Farmers’ Fertiliser 
Cooperative Limited (IFFCO) was established in 1967 to produce and distribute fertilisers through cooperatives. 

 Allied Agricultural Cooperatives cover activities like dairy farming, poultry, piggery, etc. which provide secondary 
income source to farmers besides dairying. 

Self-help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, equity and solidarity which helps in Cooperatives are 
democratically-managed economic institutions with social objectives providing every kind of services that the 
members need based on the principles of the Cooperation. Cooperatives are the backbone of rural India and the 
prosperity of rural India depends on the success of cooperatives. 
 

Q) With reference to the Fund of Funds initiated as a part of the Start Up India Program, critically evaluate 

the progress of State efforts towards promoting Entrepreneurship. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Accelerating innovation driven entrepreneurship and business creation through Start-ups is crucial for large-scale 
employment generation. Start Up India scheme is the flagship program that gives boost to the startup projects. 

 Start-ups face several challenges – limited availability of domestic risk capital, constraints of conventional bank 
finance, information asymmetry and lack of hand holding support from credible agencies. 

 A large majority of the successful Start-ups have been funded by foreign venture funds and many of them are 
locating outside the country to receive such funding. 

 A dedicated fund for carrying out Fund of Funds operations would address these issues and enable flow of 
assistance to innovative Startups through their journey to becoming full-fledged business entities. 

 This would encompass support at seed stage, early stage and growth stage. Government contribution to the 
target corpus of the individual Fund as an investor would encourage greater participation of private capital and 
thus help leverage mobilization of larger resources. 
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 This would provide a stable and predictable source of funding for Startup enterprises and thereby facilitate large 
scale job creation. 

Government efforts for startup projects can be seen through following steps: 

1. Introducing a federal ministry for entrepreneurship and skill development shows that government is serious 
about developing and promoting entrepreneurial startups in contemporary times of advancing economies. 

2. 10,000 crore initiative has been taken to accelerate investment from private firms to startups in the name of 
“equity, quasi equity, soft loans and other risk capital” to create a suitable environment for venture capital in 
MSME sector. 

3. District level Incubation and Accelerator Programme across the nation is a good start to generate new ideas and 
promote entrepreneurship with all the necessary support. 

4. The government is building up an approach to be known as SETU (Self-Employment and Talent Utilization) which 
will strengthen all prospects of startups, and other self-employment initiatives, especially in technology-driven 
areas. 

5. The 2015 budget has also established the AIM Platform or Atal Innovation Mission (AIM). AIM is established 
within National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) to provide innovation promotion platform involving 
academicians, and drawing upon national and international experiences to foster a culture of innovation, 
research and development. 

Challenges in Startup projects that needs further solutions: 

 

 There is statewide disparity in startups in country needs the policy level attention. 

 There are still issues linked with infrastructure services such as electricity, road, transportation etc. 

 Startups must imbibe the culture of labour reforms and welfare at initial level itself. 

 Policy should help to exit nonfunctioning entities in order to take out possible invested capital. 

Conclusion: 

Adam Smith, an 18th century economist and author, in his book Wealth of Nations has talked about the “Invisible 
Hand” that Individuals pursuing their best self Interest would result in greater overall good to the society. If India wants 
to mark its presence in the global arena, this Invisible hand would be none other than our budding entrepreneurs and 
start-ups which can make the elephant dance again..! 
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Q) What is Universal Health Care? With reference to India’s health care finance measures, highlight key 

areas of improvement. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Ans- 

Universal health coverage (UHC) means that all people and communities can use the promotive, preventive, curative, 
rehabilitative and palliative health services they need, of sufficient quality to be effective, while also ensuring that the 
use of these services does not expose the user to financial hardship. 

This definition of UHC embodies three related objectives: 

 Equity in access to health services – everyone who needs services should get them, not only those who can pay 
for them; 

 The quality of health services should be good enough to improve the health of those receiving services; and 

 People should be protected against financial-risk, ensuring that the cost of using services does not put people at 
risk of financial harm. 

UHC is firmly based on the WHO constitution of 1948 declaring health a fundamental human right and on the Health 
for All agenda set by the Alma Ata declaration in 1978. UHC cuts across all of the health-related Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and brings hope of better health and protection for the world’s poorest. 

Key areas of improvement with respect to India’s health care finance measures- 

 Out of total expenditure on the health, private expenditure forms approximately 70-75% whereas in the 
developed countries state share forms around 80% of the share. Thus in providing universal health care, Indian 
government cannot completely rely on private sector and needs to increase the State expenditure on the health 
to make it more inclusive and more reliable. 

 Recommendations of the 14th FC have led to greater devolution (42%) of the funds towards the state. Hence 
states need to step up their expenditure on the health and welfare programs to achieve universal health care. 

 Out-of-pocket expenditure on the health is still high in India. It has been the chief reason for pushing the people 
back into poverty basket. It shows the inability of the state to provide cheap and effective healthcare services to 
its citizens. 

 Central and state governments are majorly relying on the health insurances as main form health reform. Though 
health insurances are important to ensure health services, they cannot form the pivot of the health sector 
reforms. Further models of health insurances in India are replete with many flaws and needs serious 
reconsiderations. Insurance covers only the cost of hospitalisation and not expenditure on outpatient care. Also 
illiteracy and lack of awareness impacts the benefits of the insurance to the smaller sections of the population. 

 India’s total expenditure on the health has never exceeded more than 3% of the GDP which is one of the lowest 
in the world. It should reach to 6% of the GDP as per global average and standards. 

After 70 years of planned development, there is a serious mismatch in India between the declared objective of 
universal healthcare through the public health system on the one hand, and the actual level of public health 
expenditure on the other. This mismatch between objectives and resources is at the heart of the inadequacies and 
inequities of the health system. 
 

Q) Memory degenerative diseases often impact vulnerable sections such as the Elderly immensely. With 

reference to increases instances of Alzheimer’s, what role can the State play for a holistic ecosystem? 

Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

More than 4 million in India suffer from some form of dementia, with Alzheimer’s being the most common cause. 
Alzheimer’s disease is an irreversible, progressive brain disease that slowly destroys memory and thinking skills, and 
eventually, the ability to carry out the simplest tasks of daily living. 
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While there are currently no treatments available to slow or stop the brain damage caused by Alzheimer’s disease, 
several medications can temporarily help improve the symptoms of dementia for some people. These medications 
work by increasing neurotransmitters in the brain. 

Researchers continue to search for ways to better treat Alzheimer’s and other progressive dementias. Currently, 
dozens of therapies and pharmacologic treatments that focus on stopping the brain cell death associated with 
Alzheimer’s are underway. 

In addition, state can create support systems and encourage the use of non-pharmacologic behavioral interventions 
that can improve quality of life for both people with dementia and their caregivers and families. This includes: 

 Treatment of co-existing medical conditions, 

 Coordination of care among health care professionals, 

 Participation in activities, which can improve mood, 

 Behavioral interventions (to help with common changes, such as aggression, sleep issues and agitation), 

 Education about the disease, 

 Building a care team for support, 

 Creating more numbers of Doctors and institutions providing adequate care for the patients, 

 More investment in Research and Development, medical infrastructure, medical equipment, up-gradation of 
primary, secondary & tertiary healthcare, 

 Creating positive relationship between patient on one side and family and society on the other. 

Providing care for someone with Alzheimer’s disease or another dementia can be both rewarding and challenging. 
Thus State can play positive role in identifying the persons with Alzheimer’s, educating the family members of the 
patient and making life more comfortable to both patient and family members. 
  

Q) India must embrace social entrepreneurship to embrace socio economic transformation. Comment. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

India is witnessing highest trajectory of growth in her economic history. She is emerging economy and termed as future 
global economic house of the world. However increasing economic growth and GDP numbers have not able to 
eliminate the poverty and unemployment in India. In fact economic inequality in India is rising faster than ever and 
benefits of growing economy are reaped by few sections of the society. This skewed distribution of resources has 
created more socio-economic problems. 

In such situation India needs an economic system that can take care of underprivileged, backward and weaker sections 
of the society, an economic system that produces inclusive and sustainable growth. Social entrepreneurship promises 
to be great tool that can mitigate the negative impact of the existing system and could bring the socio-economic 
transformation. 

Social entrepreneurship offers advantages that are available neither to profit-maximizing companies nor to traditional 
charities. The freedom from profit pressures and from the demands of profit-seeking investors helps make social 
entrepreneurship viable even in circumstances where current capitalist markets fail — where the rate of return on an 
investment is near zero, but where the social return is very high. 

And because a social entrepreneurship is designed to generate revenues and thereby become self-sustaining, it is free 
from the need to constantly attract new streams of donor funding to stay afloat, which drains the time and energy of 
so many people in the non-profit arena. The Grameen Bank initiated by Muhammad Younus in Bangladesh, SEWA by 
Ila Bhatt are glowing examples of this. 

We are living in electronically impacted and highly digitalized era. A social business owner who devises a product or 
service that helps the poor or benefits society in some other way may be able to attract a wide market by using social 
networking and other online tools to spread the word. 
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Thanks to the Internet, good ideas can spread more rapidly, and proven business models can grow to scale more 
quickly and easily than ever. Health care, education, marketing, financial services, and many other economic arenas 
can be revolutionized through the combined power of social business and technology. 

It is right time for India to embrace social entrepreneurship as it poised to become leading economy of the world in 
near future. It should recognize the uneven outcomes of the present economic system and move towards the more 
accommodative one where every citizen would live the life of respect and dignity. Time has come to apply the potential 
of social business to solving the problems of inequality, unemployment and environmental decay — all symptoms of 
the broken engine of capitalism. 

Present Indian generations owe it to future generations to begin moving towards a world of three zeros: zero poverty, 
zero unemployment, and zero net carbon emissions. A new economic system in which social business plays an 
essential role can enable us to achieve this goal. 
 

Q) Limiting discovery of tobacco products can prolong the resistance and not prevent it. India urgently 

needs a National Tobacco Control Policy with a special focus on children. Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

Smoking causes more than one in 10 deaths worldwide (equivalent to 6.4 million deaths), with 50% of these occurring 
in just four countries -China, India, US, and Russia, according to the latest estimates from the Global Burden of Disease 
study published in `The Lancet’. 

India is also among the top 10 countries together accounting for almost two thirds of the world’s smokers (63.6%) in 
2015. 

Recently Health Ministry has taken decision to limit the exposure of children to tobacco products. Tobacco sellers 
would be given licenses and they will not be allowed to sell non-tobacco products. This may keep children away from 
the tobacco and reduce their consumption. However this does not address the root problem of the issue. There is 
need of comprehensive policy that could discourage the children from taking to tobacco and at the same time places 
the strict norms on the unregulated use of tobacco. 

Children and youths are the special targets for the sellers of the tobacco products. Global Youth Tobacco Survey (GYTS) 
found that in 2009 nearly 15% of children (19% of boys and over 8% of girls) in India who were 13-15 years used some 
form of tobacco. Another 15.5% of children belonging to the same group who had never smoked before were likely to 
begin smoking the following year. The overall tobacco use among students aged 13-15 increased from 13.7% in 2006 
to 14.6% in 2009. Thus children should be the special focus of the any national policy dealing with tobacco. The policy 
should contain- 

 Public awareness/mass media campaigns for awareness building and behavior change among children. 

 Investing in the research and developing tobacco products that contain minimum amount of tobacco to replace 
present more harmful ones. 

 To build strong regulatory authority to keep illegal tobacco products away from the reach of the 
customers/children. 

 Mainstreaming the program components as part of the health care delivery mechanism under the National 
Health Mission framework. 

 At state level, Tobacco control cells with dedicated manpower be created for effective implementation and 
monitoring of anti-tobacco laws and initiatives. 

 Setting up of Tobacco Cessation Clinics and de-addiction centers at district levels should be carried out. They are 
important links of tobacco control as it helps current users to quit tobacco use in a scientific manner. 

 Training of health and social workers, SHGs, NGOs, school teachers to check the spread of tobacco among 
children. 

 Special school programs should be organized to create awareness and sensitization about the ill-consequences 
of tobacco among the children particularly for those of adolescent ages. 
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 Strict punishments for the violators of the acts dealing with tobacco control. 

A well designed public education campaign that is integrated with community and school-based programs, strong 
enforcement efforts, and help for tobacco users who want to quit, can successfully counter the negative externalities 
of the tobacco industry. 
 

Q) Making regional language the medium of instruction in our schools is in the larger interest of children 

and society. Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Ans- 

Regional languages play tremendously useful role in the education of a child.  It is the language which the child learns 
almost without any conscious effort on his/her part. It is a language which the child acquires while living in his/her 
own social group. Therefore regional languages must be given an important and prominent place in the school 
curriculum. 

How making regional language the medium of instruction in schools is in the larger interest of children and society- 

 Regional language is the best medium for the expression of one’s ideas and feelings. Thus, it is the most potent 
agent for mutual communication and exchange of ideas. 

 It is through language, and especially through the regional ones, that individuals form themselves into a social 
organization. 

 Thinking is an instrument of acquiring knowledge, and thinking is impossible without language. “And training in 
the use of mother-tongue or regional language, the tongue in which a child thinks and dreams-becomes the first 
essential of shoaling and the finest instrument of human culture.” It is therefore of the greatest importance for 
our pupils to get a firm grounding in their regional language. 

 Intellectual development is impossible without language. Reading, expressing oneself, acquisition of knowledge 
and reasoning are the instruments for bringing about intellectual development; and all of these are possible only 
through language, or the regional language of the child. 

 We may be able to communicate in any language, but creative self-expression is possible only in one’s own 
mother tongue. This is clear from the fact that all great writers could produce great literature in their own regional 
language. 

 Regional language is the most important instrument for bringing about emotional development of the individual. 
The emotional effect of literature and poetry is something which is of vital importance in the development and 
refinement of emotions. 

 Original ideas are the product of one’s own regional language. On account of the facility of thought and 
expression, new and original ideas take birth and get shape only in one’s own mother tongue. 

Thus regional languages play highly important role in the overall progress and development of the child. Though 
foreign languages like English and majoritarian languages like Hindi are important and must be taught during school 
years, care must be taken that these foreign languages do not replace or substitute the regional languages. Recognizing 
due importance of regional language in the education will only enhance the quality of education, make society more 
inclusive and preserve the diversity of India. 
 

Q) Universities must teach quality education and respond to apt aspirations of emerging India’s ever 

changing society. Comment. (200 Words) 

The Wire 

Universities have to play dynamic role in contemporary environment of higher education which is facing new 
challenges every day. The quality of education along with its reach to most marginalised sections of the society in 
affordable manner is key area of concern. 
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Universities have historically played a major role as ideological apparatuses, expressing the ideological struggles 
present in all societies. The process of ideological expression is getting intense every day that got expressed in political 
wings of colleges. Universities have to be the guiding institutions in shaping the ideological directions of young minds. 

Throughout most of their histories, universities have entered into intimate relationships with other social institutions, 
sometimes supportive, sometimes critical. In the modern world, calls for universities to adapt and to respond to the 
changing character and needs of other social and economic institutions are frequently heard. 

Universities have frequently been regarded as key institutions in processes of social change and development. The 
most explicit role they have been allocated is the production of highly skilled labour and research output to meet 
perceived economic needs. 

Indian universities have to adopt themselves with international competition as they needs to upgrade themselves to 
the international standards as education is also the part of globalization process. 

India has been under the process of social mobilisation from decades now. As people are more close to expressive 
platforms through internet, the equality and freedom has become the concerns for intellectual discourse in country. 
University has to be in symphony with this trend. 

Both universities and globalization are sustained by rationalist knowledge, and by encouraging the view that 
knowledge is more widely gained by seeing the world as a whole. Consequently, both the academy and the global are 
‘supra-territorial’ entities and encourage the rationalities associated with the spread of capitalist production, modern 
technologies, bureaucratic organization, and the law. 

Increasingly the process of social transformation in the contemporary world includes democratization. In India the rise 
of majoritarism and vigilantism creating challenge for democratic setup. Universities have to be institutes of social 
change that supports democratic and secular society based on rationalism and scientific temper.  
 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections 

Q) It is said that abolition of instant triple talaq is the beginning of the process of reforms in Muslim 

personal law. What do you understand by personal laws? What more reforms are needed in Muslim 

personal law? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

An Islamic practice permitting men to instantly divorce their wives has been declared unconstitutional by India’s 
Supreme Court after decades of campaigning by women’s groups and victims. The “triple talaq” have allowed Muslim 
men to dissolve marriages by pronouncing the word “divorce” three times. The Supreme Court in Delhi took up the 
issue last year in response to a petition from seven victims and women’s groups. A majority of the bench declared that 
triple talaq was “not integral to religious practice and violates constitutional morality”. 

Personal law: 

It is law that applies to a particular person or class of persons only wherever situated. It can be also defined as part of 
law that deals with matters pertaining to a person and his or her family. 

The people of India belong to different religions and faiths. They are governed by different sets of personal laws in 
respect of matters relating to family affairs, i.e., marriage, divorce, succession, etc. 

Need of reforms can be highlighted as : 

Inheritance continued to be ruled by customs, often excluding women, among numerous communities of Muslims. 

Under the Muslim Law, the father enjoys a dominant position in case of adoption. It also makes a distinction between 
guardianship and custody. For guardianship, which has usually reference to guardianship of property, according to 
Sunnis, the father is preferred and in his absence his executor. If not executor has been appointed by the father, the 
guardianship passes on to the paternal grandfather to take over responsibility and not that of the executor. Both 
schools, however, agree that father while alive is the sole guardian. Mother is not recognised as a natural guardian 
even after the death of the father. 

A vast majority of Muslims in India follow Hanafi doctrines of Sunni law. Courts presume that Muslims are governed 
by Hanafi law unless it is established to be the contrary. Though there are many features in common between Shia 
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and Sunni schools, yet there are differences in some respects. Sunni law regards Koranic verses of inheritance as an 
addendum to pre-Islamic customary law and preserves the superior position of male agnates. 

Unlike Hindu and Christian laws, Muslim law restricts a person’s right of testation. A Muslim can bequeath only one-
third of his estate. A bequest to a stranger is valid without the consent of heirs if it does not exceed a third of the 
estate, but a bequest to an heir without the consent of other heirs is invalid. 

Though there is huge scope for personal laws linked with any religion in India, it must come from within the 
community. No imposed law or reform can become sustainable and long lasting in true spirit. 
 

Q) Critically comment on the proposed amendments to the RTI act and their likely impact on RTI activists. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Right to information is one of the watershed legislation in the history of law making in India. The very citizen centric 
nature of this law has been acclaimed as one of the most extensively used legislation in India. It is an Act to ensure 
that citizens can secure information under the control of public authorities, in order to promote transparency and 
accountability in their working. Informed citizenry is essential to a democracy and to contain corruption. 
Harmonization of conflicting interests between transparency, and the preservation of confidentiality of sensitive 
information is crucial. 

Analysis of proposed amendment in RTI: 

 The draft rules propose to empower the Central Information Commission (CIC) to permit withdrawal of an appeal 
if an appellant makes a written request and also says that pending appeals proceedings will come to an end 
automatically with the death of the appellant. RTI activists have expressed concern that this may expose 
applicants to greater threats in the future. 

 There is also the possibility that if this proposed rule becomes law at the Centre, most other states will make 
similar amendments, thereby unwittingly jeopardising the life and safety of RTI users. 

 Supreme Court had ruled that the information commissions established under the RTI Act were only 
administrative tribunals, not quasi-judicial tribunals. So, given this understanding of RTI appeals and complaints, 
there is no reason why an appeal should come to an end on the death of the appellant. 

 Draft rule 8(1)(viii), (ix) and (3) and draft rule 13(1)(vi) and (3) require an appellant to serve an advance copy of 
all documents and written submissions to the public authority and attach evidence of having done this before 
submitting the appeal or the complaint. This procedure which is followed in courts is unsuited for the CIC and 
demanded that the rule ideally specify that the copy of the complaint/appeal should be transmitted to the public 
authority concerned simultaneously or after submission to the CIC. 

 Draft rule 4 continues to prescribe fees for providing information in the form of ‘diskettes and floppies’, both of 
which are now outdated. DoPT must recognise that information can be provided electronically through email, 
flash drives or CDs/DVDs. 

 The proposed amendments, without any legal basis, require that a complaint should be filed within 90 days from 
the date the cause of complaint arose, failing which a request for condoning the delay is required. Under the RTI 
Act, while the procedure of appealing to the commission is time-bound, there is no timeframe within which a 
complaint has to be filed. 

 The requirements in the proposed rules for filing complaints to the CIC also go beyond the law and fall foul of the 
diktat of the Supreme Court. In 2012, the Supreme Court in its judgment in Union of India Vs S. Srinivasan (Civil 
Appeal No. 3185 of 2005) cited various earlier orders in support of the principle that “a rule must be in accord 
with the parent statute as it cannot travel beyond it”. 

 The original RTI Act provides for filing a complaint to the information commission in cases where a PIO has not 
been appointed or where a PIO has refused to accept an RTI application, among others. In such matters, the 
complainant would not have a copy of the RTI application submitted to the PIO. Yet the proposed rules make 
attaching a copy of the RTI application a mandatory requirement for filing a complaint. 
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Conclusion: 

The RTI activists not only expose corrupt practices and crimes, but also provide alternative leadership at the local level. 
Some of them have become community mobilisers and have been elected sarpanch. The RTI Act has offered space to 
young Dalits, Adivasis and members of the minorities who would have been (more) helpless otherwise. This act must 
be conserved with its true 
 

Q) It is argued that the government’s refusal to criminalize marital rape is unjust and inconsistent. Do you 

agree? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code defines rape as “sexual intercourse with a woman against her will, without her 
consent, by coercion, misrepresentation or fraud or at a time when she has been intoxicated or duped, or is of unsound 
mental health and in any case if she is under 16 years of age. 

Section 375 of IPC, has echoing very archaic 
sentiments, mentioned as its exception clause- “Sexual 
intercourse by  man with his own wife, the wife not 
being under 15 years of age, is not rape.” Section 376 
of IPC provides punishment for rape. This section in 
dealing with sexual assault, in a very narrow purview 
lays down that, an offence of rape within marital 
bonds stands only if the wife be less than 12 years of 
age, if she be between 12 to 16 years, an offence is 
committed, however, less serious, attracting milder 
punishment. Once, the age crosses 16, there is no legal 
protection accorded to the wife, in direct 
contravention of human rights regulations. 

How can the same law provide for the legal age of 
consent for marriage to be 18 while protecting form 
sexual abuse, only those up to the age of 16 is still a 
question? Beyond the age of 16, there is no remedy 
the woman has. 

The wife’s role has traditionally been understood as 
submissive, docile and that of a homemaker. Sex has 
been treated as obligatory in a marriage and also 
taboo. Economic independence, a dream for many 
Indian women still is an undeniably important factor 
for being heard and respected. 

The 172nd Law Commission report had made the 
following recommendations for substantial change in 
the law with regard to rape: 

 ‘Rape’ should be replaced by the term ‘sexual 
assault’. 

 In the light of Sakshi v. Union of India and Others [2004 (5) SCC 518], ‘sexual assault on any part of the body 
should be construed as rape. 

 Rape laws should be made gender neutral as custodial rape of young boys has been neglected by law. 

 Marital rape: explanation (2) of section 375 of IPC should be deleted. Forced sexual intercourse by a husband 
with his wife should be treated equally as an offence just as any physical violence by a husband against the wife 
is treated as an offence. On the same reasoning, section 376 A was to be deleted. 

Marriage does not thrive on sex and the fear of frivolous litigation should not stop protection from being offered to 
those caught in abusive traps, where they are denigrated to the status of chattel. Apart from judicial awakening; we 
primarily require generation of awareness. 
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Q) What are the salient features of the PCPNDT Act? Examine why Section 22 of the PCPNDT Act was in 

news recently. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act, 1994 is an Act of the Parliament of 
India enacted to stop female foeticides and arrest the declining sex ratio in India. The act banned prenatal sex 
determination. 

 

Salient features :- 

Offences under this act include conducting or helping in the conduct of prenatal diagnostic technique in the 
unregistered units, sex selection on a man or woman, conducting PND test for any purpose other than the one 
mentioned in the act, sale, distribution, supply, renting etc. of any ultra sound machine or any other equipment 
capable of detecting sex of the foetus. Main provisions in the act are 

1. The Act provides for the prohibition of sex selection, before or after conception. 

2. It regulates the use of pre-natal diagnostic techniques, like ultrasoundand amniocentesis by allowing them their 
use only to detect : 

1. genetic abnormalities 

2. metabolic disorders 

3. chromosomal abnormalities 

4. certain congenital malformations 

5. haemoglobinopathies 

6. sex linked disorders. 

3. No laboratoryor centre or clinic will conduct any test including ultrasonography for the purpose of determining 
the sex of the foetus. 

4. No person, including the one who is conducting the procedure as per the law, will communicate the sex of 
the foetusto the pregnant woman or her relatives by words, signs or any other method. 
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5. Any person who puts an advertisement for pre-natal and pre-conception sex determination facilities in the form 
of a notice, circular, label, wrapper or any document, or advertises through interior or other media in electronic 
or print form or engages in any visible representation made by means of hoarding, wall painting, 
signal, light, sound, smokeor gas, can be imprisoned for up to three years and fined Rs. 10,000. 

SECTION 22 OF PCPNDT :- 

Section 22 of the PCPNDT Act pertains to prohibition of advertisements relating to pre-natal determination of sex and 
punishment for contravention. 

Court’s ruling 

 The court ordered that the search engines “shall appoint their ‘In-House Expert Body’ which shall take steps to 
see that if any words or any key words that can be shown on the Internet which has the potentiality to go counter 
to Section 22 of the 1994 Act, should be deleted forthwith.” 

 It also said that the in-house expert body “shall on its own understanding” delete anything that violates the letter 
and spirit of language of Section 22 of the 1994 Act. 

 In case of doubt, they are free to approach the Ministry’s nodal agency and be guided by the latter. 

Set up mechanism to delete sex determination ads: SC 

 The Supreme Court has ordered three Internet giants — Google, Microsoft and Yahoo — to immediately set up 
their own in-house expert bodies to keep tabs on and delete online prenatal sex determination advertisements. 

 The court said the intent of the order was to make these search engines “responsive to Indian law.” This step is 
in addition to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare’s move to set up a nodal agency to receive complaints 
on violation of Section 22 of the 1994 Act. 

 

Q) The Supreme Court recently said that the attacks on innocents by cow vigilantes must stop. What 

directions did SC give in this regard? In your opinion, what is the constitutional mandate of the union 

government in stopping such attacks by vigilantes? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Indian Express 

Supreme courts’ direction: 

The Supreme Court asked all States and Union Territories to appoint nodal police officers district-wise to crack down 
on and prosecute cow vigilante groups that engage in violence and mayhem. 

The court directed the Centre to respond to a submission by senior advocate Indira Jaising that the Centre cannot 
wash their hands of its constitutional responsibility under Article 256 to instruct the States to take “necessary” steps 
in law to save innocent human lives from fury of the mobs. 

The court directed the Chief Secretaries and the Directors General of Police of States to consult each other and respond 
to the court. The Centre shall also indicate its views on this issue. 

Constitutional provisions 

Article 256 of constitution of India: 

Obligation of States and the Union The executive power of every State shall be so exercised as to ensure compliance 
with the laws made by Parliament and any existing laws which apply in that State, and the executive power of the 
Union shall extend to the giving of such directions to a State as may appear to the Government of India to be necessary 
for that purpose 

Under President’s Rule: The State Governments cannot ignore the directions of the Union Government, otherwise the 
President can take the action against the Government of the State stating that the administration cannot be carried 
on the accordance with the provisions of the Constitution and thus can impose President’s rule on the State. In such 
an eventuality the President shall assume to himself all or any of the functions of the state Government. 
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Under Proclamation of National Emergency: During a Proclamation of National Emergency, the power of the Union to 
give directions extends to the giving of directions as to the manner in with the executive power of the State is to be 
exercised relating to any matter. 

Maintain means of communication of National or Military importance: The Union Government can give directions to 
the state with regard to construction and maintenance of the means of communication declared to be of national or 
military importance. 

Analysis: 

Cow vigilantism is commonly used in India to describe the current lawlessness happening under the rubric of Cow 
protection. The word “vigilant” means keeping lookout for possible difficulties or danger. The term “vigilante” refers 
to a self-appointed person or a group of persons that undertakes to enforce the law without any legal authority. It also 
includes persons who take the law into their own hands to avenge what they may perceive to be crime. No definition 
of “vigilante” includes what is happening in India: Murder and violence of men by other men in illegally and extra-
judicially enforcing religious beliefs. As a euphemism, Cow vigilantism conceals more than it reveals. It bestows a 
measure of social, moral and legal legitimacy to the so-called Cow protectors. More tragically, and to a large degree, 
it hides their criminality: It conceals the truth of men killing other men in the name of the Cow. Cow vigilantism as an 
expression has sadly become a convenient cloak for violence, brutality, murder and mayhem in the name of the Cow. 

There is need of strong and immediate police action against the Cow vigilantism and violence linked with it. 

The media must play constructive role in educating the people about the threat of such kind of tendencies in society. 
This is the high time for the civil society of country to show the resistance towards the religious beliefs of all religions. 

The Indian constitution aims at reconciling the national unity while giving the power to maintain state to the State 
governments. It is true that the union has been assigned larger powers than the state governments, but this is a 
question of degree and not quality, since all the essential features of a federation are present in the Indian constitution. 
The issue of cow vigilantism needs a mature public discourse accompanied by efficient law and order maintainance. 
 

Q) Empowerment and emancipation are twin goals to secure dignity for transgenders. Comment, with 

special focus on measures needed to taken by respective states to assist in the transformation. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Transgender are one of the most disadvanced sections of the society all over the world. There is rising discourse about 
the issues faced by transgender community and way to deal with these is getting policy level attention. Empowerment 
of transgender community can be done through emancipation efforts at the first level itself. 

In contemporary usage, transgender has become an ‘umbrella’ term that is used to describe a wide range of identities 
and experiences, including but not limited to transsexual people; male and female cross-dressers, inter-sexed 
individuals; and men and women, regardless of sexual orientation, whose appearance or characteristics are perceived 
to be gender atypical. In its broadest sense, transgender encompasses anyone whose identity or behavior falls outside 
of stereotypical gender norms. 

Measures needs to be taken to improve condition of transgender: 

1. The first and foremost thing state can do it to launch a statewide campaign to dignify the lives of transgender. 
The very root cause of deprivation of transgender people is social exclusion. This kind of social exclusion must be 
removed by state efforts. 

2. The provision of reservations for transgender community is already under discussion by central government. 
State government can implement a policy to provide reservation to transgender people in education and in 
economic opportunities. 

3. State government must frame the organizational setup to work among the transgender people for the 
transgender community. The barrier between two groups must be broken by government first. 

4. Many NGOs are working in the empowerment of transgender community. Government must give boost to their 
working through collaboration or some other methods such as funding etc. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/28/2-empowerment-emancipation-twin-goals-secure-dignity-transgenders-comment-special-focus-measures-needed-taken-respective-states-assist-transformation/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/28/2-empowerment-emancipation-twin-goals-secure-dignity-transgenders-comment-special-focus-measures-needed-taken-respective-states-assist-transformation/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/28/2-empowerment-emancipation-twin-goals-secure-dignity-transgenders-comment-special-focus-measures-needed-taken-respective-states-assist-transformation/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/its-time-to-scrap-the-eunuchs-act/article19765892.ece


 

www.insightsonindia.com  50 www.insightsias.com  

5. Public institutions must be leading institutions to provide identity to transgender people by recognizing them in 
public places such as provision of separate toilets or option as a transgender in various forms. 

6. The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016, which seeks to define transgender and prohibit 
discrimination against them, was introduced in the Lok Sabha in 2016. This bill should be taken on agenda by 
government for parliamentary approval. 

7. Being the state subject law and order mechanism of the state must be made sensitive and prompt towards 
victimization of transgender people. 

8. State human rights commission can act as a leading agency in protection and empowerment of transgender 
community. 

Conclusion: 

Indian society is under the transformation with more and more right based approach of various marginalised sections 
of the society. Transgender has been victimized by society for thousands of years and this is the high time to recognise 
their challenges and provide multilateral solutions for their welfare. 

Supplementary information: 

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016 

Highlights of the Bill 

 The Bill defines a transgender person as one who is partly female or male; or a combination of female and male; 
or neither female nor male. In addition, the person’s gender must not match the gender assigned at birth, and 
includes trans-men, trans-women, persons with intersex variations and gender-queers. 

 A transgender person must obtain a certificate of identity as proof of recognition of identity as a transgender 
person and to invoke rights under the Bill. 

 Such a certificate would be granted by the District Magistrate on the recommendation of a Screening Committee. 
The Committee would comprise a medical officer, a psychologist or psychiatrist, a district welfare officer, a 
government official, and a transgender person. 

 The Bill prohibits discrimination against a transgender person in areas such as education, employment, and 
healthcare. It directs the central and state governments to provide welfare schemes in these areas. 

 Offences like compelling a transgender person to beg, denial of access to a public place, physical and sexual abuse, 
etc. would attract up to two years’ imprisonment and a fine. 

Key Issues and Analysis 

 The Supreme Court has held that the right to self-identification of gender is part of the right to dignity and 
autonomy under Article 21 of the Constitution. However, objective criteria may be required to determine one’s 
gender in order to be eligible for entitlements. 

 The Bill states that a person recognised as ‘transgender’ would have the right to ‘self-perceived’ gender identity. 
However, it does not provide for the enforcement of such a right.  A District Screening Committee would issue a 
certificate of identity to recognise transgender persons. 

 The definition of ‘transgender persons’ in the Bill is at variance with the definitions recognised by international 
bodies and experts in India. 

 The Bill includes terms like ‘trans-men’, ‘trans-women’, persons with ‘intersex variations’ and ‘gender-queers’ in 
its definition of transgender persons. However, these terms have not been defined. 

 Certain criminal and personal laws that are currently in force only recognise the genders of ‘man’ and ‘woman’. 
It is unclear how such laws would apply to transgender persons who may not identify with either of the two 
genders. 
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Q) India not joining the  Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction will be an 

injustice to all its children and parents. Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Ans- 

The Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction is an international treaty that establishes 
procedures that provide for the prompt return of children wrongfully retained or removed from their habitual 
residence. 

Why India has not joined the Hague Abduction Convention yet? 

 If an Indian woman marries to a NRI person and settles in some country, Hague convention will enter into picture 
when trouble arises in their marriage and women returns to India with her child. In such cases the mother, will 
be a “child abductor” and an application can be made to the authority in India for the return of the child to the 
place of: “habitual residence”, that is the any other reciprocal country who has signed the convention. To compel 
such a child to return to the foreign country, who would obviously go with her mother, would be compounding 
the original problem. 

 It is argued that the mother can go to the foreign court and convince that court that she should be allowed to 
take the child back. To deny a woman to apply in a foreign court for a variation of a custody order in favour of 
the husband means returning to a foreign land with no support structure in place, with no independent right to 
reside in that country and would virtually mean a separation between mother and child. 

 Often such litigation is carried only by husbands with a view to compel a woman to give up her claims to alimony 
and any separation settlement. It is a known fact that when faced with such a choice, custody of children or 
alimony, women choose to exit a bad marriage with custody of the children with no alimony. 

 Indian law does not automatically recognize foreign judgments. Now by signing the Hague Convention, India will 
be compelled to recognize a foreign judgment regardless of the justness of the decision on custody under Indian 
law or whether was delivered ex-parte. 

 According to Ministry of WCD, there are more cases of Indian women who return to the safety of their homes in 
India after escaping a bad marriage. Cases of women who are foreign citizens, married to Indian men, going away 
with their children are far fewer. Hence signing the Hague Convention would be to the disadvantage of Indian 
women.  

How signing the Hague Convention could help in doing away injustice to parents and children? 

 The Law Commission of India has recently made a point that the word “abduction” when used by a parent is 
misplaced as no parent can ‘abduct’ her own child. The Commission recommends the passing of a domestic law 
and the signing of the Convention. 

 The Hague convention is based on gender equality and the idea that the father should have equal rights to the 
child as the mother. Making father villain in every case would be unfair to them. Thus the convention offers equal 
grounds to both mother and father. 

 Global consensus has emerged over the Hague convention and it reflects the commitment to the best interests 
of children. This consensus underscores that when parents cannot agree, the courts in the country where a child 
lives are best suited to settle custody issues. 

 One of the Hague Convention’s greatest strengths is that disputes are resolved within months, not years, allowing 
parents and children to move on with their lives. 

 The Convention offers multiple safeguards to ensure that the rights of all parties are protected. This begins with 
a focus on preventing parents from unilaterally removing children. The Convention encourages all parties to seek 
mutually acceptable child custody arrangements in accordance with the laws of the country they are living in. If 
a parent unilaterally removes the child to another country, the Hague Convention sets forth a process to resolve 
the issue. 

 The most depressing worry is that joining the Convention will force abuse victims to return to their abusers. 
However, Article 13 of the Convention allows courts to decide not to return abducted children if the return would 
expose them to physical or psychological harm or otherwise place them in an intolerable situation. 
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A model legislation to safeguard not only the interests of the child but also of the parents, especially women must be 
developed. Though signing the convention is important, it should not take away all the powers of the Indian judiciary 
regarding responsibility of the child. Blind accession to the convention would prove disastrous. Thus India could initially 
develop domestic legislation and then gradually move towards the signing of the Hague convention. 
 

Topic:  Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

Q) Can the combination of the PMJDY,  the JAM and the BHIM be called as social revolution? Critically 

examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

PMJDY: 

Objective of “Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY)” is ensuring access to various financial services like availability 
of basic savings bank account, access to need based credit, remittances facility, insurance and pension to the excluded 
sections i.e. weaker sections & low income groups. This deep penetration at affordable cost is possible only with 
effective use of technology. 

PMJDY is a National Mission on Financial Inclusion encompassing an integrated approach to bring about 
comprehensive financial inclusion of all the households in the country. The plan envisages universal access to banking 
facilities with at least one basic banking account for every household, financial literacy, access to credit, insurance and 

pension facility. In addition, the beneficiaries would get RuPay Debit card having inbuilt accident insurance cover of र 
1 lakh. The plan also envisages channeling all Government benefits (from Centre / State / Local Body) to the 
beneficiaries’ accounts and pushing the Direct Benefits Transfer (DBT) scheme of the Union Government. 

BHIM: 

BHIM (Bharat Interface for Money) is a Mobile App developed by National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), based 
on the Unified Payment Interface (UPI). The app supports all Indian banks which use that platform, which is built over 
the Immediate Payment Service infrastructure and allows the user to instantly transfer money between the bank 
accounts of any two parties. It can be used on all mobile devices 

JAM 

JAM (short for Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile) trinity refers to the government of India initiative to link Jan Dhan accounts, 
Mobile numbers and Aadhar cards of Indians to plug the leakages of government subsidies. Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan 
Yojana is India’s National Mission for Financial Inclusion to ensure access to financial services, namely Banking Savings 
& Deposit Accounts, Remittance, Credit, Insurance, and Pension in an affordable manner. 

PMJDY, BHIM and JAM together bring a social revolution: 

The synergetic approach to implement all the schemes at one platform for the particular set of goals can truly bring 
the social revolution by enhancing the number of beneficiaries in target group. 

This trio can be used to rationalize subsidies by targeting right people who require government support the most. 

Technological intervention can help to reduce the cost of transfer of money and provisions of other services at the 
doorstep of the beneficiary. 

JAM ensures seamless transfer of welfare payments and facilitates the making payments in real time. 

The educational sector and health sector being the crucial sectors of public good the application of all these schemes 
can improve the results of government efforts. 

Informal sector is one of the most exploited sectors of society due to lack of social security. These three schemes can 
work in symphony in order to extend social security benefits to informal sectors of the society. 

This kind of technological intervention can cross the geographical barriers and holds the potential to reach the 
inaccessible corners of the country. 

In terms of accountability and transparency these technologies can change the very culture of corruption, nepotism 
and secrecy. 
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There are following existing challenges such as: 

 Inefficient hardware infrastructure 

 Right to privacy and issue over collection of biometric data 

 Challenge of vernacular language 

 Issue of data theft and financial security on internet. 

 New complications brought by Goods and Service tax and Direct tax code. 

 Regulation of virtual wallets and other e payment platforms. 

The application all the three schemes in true spirit can bring social revolution if they are implemented not just in letter 
but in true spirit as well. 
 

Q) It is argued that Aadhaar, in its current form, is a major threat to the fundamental right to privacy. Do 

you agree? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

In the second decade of the 21st century, questions with respect to the right to privacy have centered on Aadhaar, a 
government scheme in which residents get a unique ID after giving their biometrics such as fingerprints and iris scan 
and demographic details. Aadhaar was challenged in court on the grounds of violation of privacy and its usage was 
limited by the SC through its order in September 2013, with Aadhaar being allowed in public distribution system and 
LPG subsidy only. 

In October 2015, it amended its order and said that Aadhaar can be used to deliver services such as MNREGA, Pradhan 
Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana, pension and provident fund schemes but no person should be deprived of any service in 
absence of Aadhaar. 

After the recent landmark judgement on right to privacy as a fundamental right, the issue of Aadhar comes into 
forefront and thus needs mature public discourse to validate the project. 

The various aspects of Aadhar that has come under scanner are: 

The term “personal information” can be understood in a broader sense, which includes not only identity information 
but also other information about a person, for instance travel , personal meeting, place of stay , food choices etc. 
Linking of Aadhar number to e payment mode will allow another party to have details of this private information as 
well. 

The proliferation and possible misuse of identity information is one of the privacy concerns associated with Aadhaar 

If Aadhaar is made mandatory for SIM cards, the government will have access to lifetime call records of an indivisual, 
and it will also be able to link call records with travel records. The chain can be extended to other “Aadhaar-enabled” 
databases accessible to the government — school records, income-tax records, pension records, and so on. 

Aadhaar enables the government to collect and collate all this personal information with virtually no restrictions. 

The access to multiple databases for private companies is more restricted when compared with government, but some 
of them do have access to a fair amount of personal information from their own databases. 

Identity information is supposed to be inaccessible except for the purpose of biometric authentication. There is a view 
that, in practice, the biometric database is likely to be hacked sooner or later. 

The issue of data security with UIDAI is still going on as there is no information available about the exact security 
mechanism in existence. 

Conclusion: 

Aadhar has been seen as a tool to deliver the service to people and launch the massive drive for social and economic 
inclusion of marginalised sections of the society. The other side of coin need to be critically analysed as the information 
given by an indivisual in Aadhar must not be utilised to impact the right to privacy, a fundamental right of an Indian 
citizen. 
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Q) Why is India’s world ranking on press freedom is falling? In your opinion, what measures should 

government take to improve its ranking? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Press Freedom Index is an annual ranking of countries compiled and published by Reporters Without Borders 
based upon the organisation’s own assessment of the countries’ press freedom records in the previous year. It intends 
to reflect the degree of freedom that journalists, news organisations, and netizens have in each country, and the 
efforts made by authorities to respect this freedom. Reporters Without Borders is careful to note that the index only 
deals with press freedom and does not measure the quality of journalism nor does it look at human rights violations 
in general. 

Freedom of Press in India: Legal position 

The Freedom of the Press is nowhere mentioned in the Indian constitution. The Right to Freedom of Speech and 
Expression is provided in Article 19 of the Indian Constitution. It is believed that Freedom of Speech and Expression in 
Article 19 of the Indian constitution include freedom of the press. 

Freedom of expression enables one to express one’s own voices as well as those of others. But freedom of the press 
must be subject to those restrictions which apply to the freedom of speech and expression. The restrictions mentioned 
in Article 19 are defamation, contempt of court, decency or morality, security of the state, friendly relations with other 
states, incitement to an offence, public order and maintenance of the sovereignty and integrity of India. 

The status of freedom of the press is the same as that of an ordinary citizen. The press cannot claim any immunity 
from taxation, is subject to the same laws regulating industrial relations, and press employees are subject to the same 
laws regulating industrial employment 

Why India’s ranking is falling: 

 Poisonous rhetoric and other political pressures are huge in country that restricts the freedom of press to the 
considerable extent. 

 Ethical issues came up in many ways. Most starkly in the English versus local language media is remarkable. 

 Gender issues surfaced too in a number of ways. This has multiple dimensions as the role of woman in Indian 
journalism and genuine coverage given to gender issues in the society. 

 Spying on sources is also the challenge. Journalists are “democracy’s watchdogs” and the protection of their 
sources is the “cornerstone of freedom of the press.” Although enshrined in such terms by the European Court 
of Human Rights, these principles are being attacked in an increasingly open manner all over the world, including 
in the democratic countries that first proclaimed them. 

 There is no required protection given to the Whistle blowers in the country. Whistle blowers contribute to the 
large extent in the freedom of press and bringing reality in the public domain. 

 The extensive training of journalism is getting back step in era of internet wherein entertainment is getting more 
Importance that truthfulness of the news and critical analysis of it. 

 The issue of funding is getting more and more complicated nowadays. On one side there are giant media houses 
that have converted journalism into the business where in many small groups in vernacular are struggling for 
survival. 

 The principles of neutrality, objectivity and quality analysis are getting eroded in more of economic model of 
journalism and media. 

The expected reforms can be pointed out as: 

 The journalism and media has to be more respectful of differing opinions. 

 The media reports should be more data-driven and more focused on outcomes and quality. 

 Dwelling on the credible-informational, critical-investigative-adversarial as well as ‘pastime’ functions of the press 
and listing the derivatives, there is need for contributing to the building of a worthwhile public agenda, where 
the media participate with others. 
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 Broadcasting Content Complaint Council should be given more autonomy to implement laws and take necessary 
steps against any corruption. 

 The global best practices should be brought to the Indian environment as well. The multistakeholder approach 
can achieve the better cooperation in terms of training and information exchange. 

 There is need to unlock transparent investments and linked job opportunities in creative content sector. 

Thus it is the high time to establish the Indian media as one of the strong pillar of democracy based on peoples mandate 
and participation. Rousseau said “the most general will is also the most just”, however the context of this statement 
can only be true with ‘informed public opinion’ especially in this post-truth era. True democracy can only be achieved 
when public and media understand and accept their responsibility towards achieving it. And the true role of public 
opinion in policy making will be witnessed only when people will start waiting for a ‘hero’ to herald a new world and 
will ‘be the change they want to see in the world’ 
 

Q) Excessive number of Ministries leads to Governance deficits ultimately affecting transparency and 

accountability. Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

There is the philosophy of ‘minimum government and maximum governance’ of existing government structure. The 
minimum government clause demands reduction in the total number of ministries in central as well as various state 
governments. 

Reasons for rise in the number of ministries are: 

 The replacement of the colonial state with the development state quite naturally led to an increase in the tasks 
that the government took upon itself. 

 Successive governments in India have invaded the areas that have been reserved for states in our constitutional 
division of powers; agriculture and health are prime examples of this. 

 Ministries became vehicles of political patronage in the era of coalition politics, the worst manifestation of 
patronage politics has been the malign practice of handing out to allies’ ministries that provide opportunities to 
make money. 

 Over the period of time, the government is dealing with more challenges of complicated nature. This has resulted 
in the increase in human resource as need of specialisation also increased with time. 

Less number of ministries: Analysis 

 There are various ministries which work can be merged together to form a single ministry. This will increase the 
convergence in the administrative work. 

 Rational number of ministries is as per the constitutional mandate, as Article 72 of the Constitution prescribes 
that the total number of Ministers, including the Prime Minister, in the Council of Ministers shall not exceed 15 
per cent of the number of members of the House of the People. 

 Less number of ministries can reduce the expenditure cost as well. 

 By use of technology and portal platforms, much work can be done/ stored online and thus number of ministries 
can be reduced. 

 Less number of ministries will help the head of government to manage the available human resource in efficient 
manner. 

 Along with bringing down number of ministries, clear demarcation of responsibilities also be done in order to 
bring more accountability in government working. Duplication of work/ authority hampers the free flow of 
information which is the very spirit of right to information, 2005. 

Conclusion: 

Three year action agenda proposed by NITI Aayog for better governance, suggest the rationalization of number of 
ministries, its size and expenditure done on them. Being the highest decision making bodies, the ministries must 
undergo reforms to be the most capable institutions of governance. 
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Q) The management information system of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Act, 2005 was hailed as a pioneering tool for enhancing transparency and accountability. Critically evaluate 

its resent design and working. (200 Words) 

EPW 

MGNREGA is the watershed legislation in the history of parliament of India. Along with the right to work, this scheme 
has provided social security to large number of marginalised sections of the society. MGNREGA has following 
monitoring measures which has resulted into better scrutiny of the work done under scheme: 

1. An online Management Information System (MIS) for the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 2005, it was welcomed as an exemplary step towards proactive disclosure of 
information on the programme. MIS contains details of workers registered with the programme, works 
sanctioned for implementation, payments made and a wealth of other information. 

2. The MIS also provides a variety of useful analyses, such as the participation of various groups in the workforce, 
the average number of days worked by households and the composition of works implemented in a given 
financial year. 

3. MIS scheme has regulated the dissemination of information and disaggregated at the state, district, block and 
gram panchayat level. 

4. In 2011 there was replacement of paper Muster Rolls with electronic Muster Rolls as a part of MIS system. 

5. MIS-based electronic Fund Management System (e-FMS) is the tool by which funds are transferred directly from 
a central bank to the accounts of workers and material vendors by reducing the time required for the money 
transfer. 

6. The MIS is also used for pushing initiatives considered important by the MoRD thus connecting very lower level 
of administration to highest decision making authority with no procedural delays. 

7. Along with MIS MGNREGS scheme has started to work on geo tagging of the location on which the work has been 
done. Geotagging has brought further transparency and accountability in functioning. 

8. Recently government has proposed to initiate monitoring of MGNRGS on the basis of mobile. This real time 
monitoring will help complete work in time. 

Along with these benefits there are certain disadvantages of these technological interventions such as MIS scheme. 

1. The act itself envisaged its decentralised management with every state formulating and implementing its own 
employment guarantee scheme. The excessive control wielded over MGNREGA through the MIS is preventing 
states from executing the programme as per their requirements and capabilities. 

2. MIS has led to the disruption in the MGNREGS due to technical glitches in the hardware issues such as computers, 
electricity connection etc. 

3. It has been observed that, Gram panchayats has lost interests in the NREGS works due to role of PRIS in funds 
made available to MGNREGS. 

4. Corruption has been found at block level through MIS as well. Thus MIS is 100% free of corrupt practices is false 
argument. 

Conclusion: 

MIS can be used for strengthening decentralised implementation of MGNREGA. One possible method is the 
modification of MIS to transfer funds to gram panchayats and enabling elected representatives to credit payments 
electronically into the accounts of workers. MIS must be used to conserve the law not just in letter but its spirit as 
well. 
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Q) Digitisation of financial services also expands allows the sector to expand its scope to other expertise 

driven domains. Analyse. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

In contemporary era the right to service is at the core of government philosophy. The tools used such as internet, 
mobile, bank accounts all are used to achieve the timely delivery of goods and service with minimum cost. E 
governance is the surest way to have welfaristic governance in India. 

Digitalisation of financial services is very important because: 

 

 Financial services are mandatory part of business chain and thus exist in almost every domain of government or 
any other agencies working. 

 In government sector, digitalisation of financial services will lead to remarkable fall in the corruption due to 
decrease in human interface. In government sector , digitalisation of financial services has been linked to 
upcoming initiatives such as linking PAN with bank account or linking cash details with GST etc. 

 In case of private entities digitalisation of finances leads to its upwards and downward linkages to the many areas 
associated with that particular business. This leads expansion and economic advantages to institute or an 
organisation if it focuses on digitalisation of financial services. 

 Financial services are always linked with the accountability though right to information or through other means 
of checks and balances. Digitalisation ensures this accountability and thus enhances the credibility of an 
organisation. The seamless information exchange attracts the linkages with other areas as well. 

 This the era of not just digitalisation but also about the convergence of many services of single platforms. On such 
multispectral and multilevel platforms, digitalisation of financial services is the first step that to be built for digital 
infrastructure. 

 It’s important to engage customers across numerous channels, ensuring workforces are engaged and have all the 
information they need at any time. Only then an organisation can break down siloes and enable smarter 
collaboration between teams, colleagues, and business networks. 

 with more and more digitalisation the focus is shifting from transaction execution and product selling to adding 
value – which requires a completely different mindset and business model. 

 Digital products – computer software, for example – are fundamentally different from traditional, physical 
products. Once a program has been created, it can be copied practically without limitations on capacity. In a 
digital economy, production is replication. It is theoretically possible for a single producer to fill the entire global 
demand: in these markets, the winner can take it all. 
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 Digitalisation of financial services will help to improve consumer satisfaction through convergence of multiple 
sources and timely grievance redressal mechanism. 

Conclusion: 

Everything that can be digitised has to be digitised. This will require investments not only in information technology, 
but also in leadership, incentive and reward systems. As a strategic task, the responsibility falls on the all involved 
stakeholders such as government, private institutes , expert agencies in financial and digital technologies etc. 

Supplementary information: 

Government efforts for digitalisation: 

1. As per the union budget 2017, Government has banned the cash transaction above Rs. 3 Lakh. This could be 
looked as the government is making a serious push against the parallel economy. The demonetization and the 
ban on cash transaction may result in the end of the parallel economy which is equivalent almost no black money. 

2. In order to push digital payments, Government has removed all duties such as basic customs duties, excise duties, 
countervailing duties, special additional duty on devices used in the process of cashless transactions like the point 
of sales machines, fingerprint readers etc. 

3. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley is promoting cashless transaction and has set up a target of touching 2500 crore 
transactions in the year 2017-18 through UPI, USSD, Adhaar Pay, Credit/Debit Cards, IMPS Immediate Payment 
Service etc. 

4. BHIM is recently integrated with UID and also allowing payments via Aadhaar number. The 2 incentives that 
government is planning to launch are referral payments for individuals and the other will cash back for a merchant 
who accepts payments from BHIM. 

5. The government is also working on the concept of digital villages—rural areas that will have telemedicine 
facilities, virtual classes and solar power-based WiFi hot spots. 

 

Q) Journalist Rights are as important as Press Rights. How can Journalist rights be strengthened in India? 

Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Wire 

Ans- 

Freedom of press has been constitutionally recognized in India. Government has bounden duty to preserve this space 
and freedom. However it has found that there is no guarantee for the safety and security of the journalists even though 
they are integral part of press rights. There have been numerous incidences of violent attacks including killing of 
journalists or threats of such attacks in the recent pasts. 

According to the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) study in the last 25 years, 41 journalists have been killed and 
many more have been injured in India. This highlights the shrinking free space and independent thinking in India. This 
has even affected the independence of work for journalists. The pressure from state and non-state actors, the fear of 
litigation and the risk of physical attacks often dictate what makes the news – but more importantly, what doesn’t.  

How can journalist rights be strengthened in India? 

 Media is considered as the fourth pillar of democracy and its independent and impartial functioning is important 
for the good governance. Thus there should be special provisions in the Indian Penal Code to deal with the 
physical attacks on journalists which should attract stringent punishments. 

 Regional journalists face an added layer of risk while reporting the issues related to caste, religion or any other 
communal issues. Thus state governments need to provide more security covers to regional journalists. 

 Police administration has failed to effectively solve the previous cases of attacks on journalists. This has 
emboldened the attackers to be reckless. Police must ensure stringent punishments culprits to create effective 
deterrence to the future attacks. 

 Powers of the Press Council of India must be increased to have them powers like independent investigation of 
the cases, to check purposeful lapses on the parts of police or ministers, censuring concerned authority for flawed 
handling of the issues etc. 
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 Intelligence system of the states must be strengthened to predict or foretell the attacks on journalists. Further 
there must be co-ordination among different intelligence agencies to forestall any cross-border attacks. 

 Women journalists particularly face more adverse conditions and harsh environment performing their duties. In 
addition to physical violence, there are often attempts of character assassination, threats of sexual assault etc. 
Thus central and state governments must provide special attention to the safety of the women journalists by 
providing police security, taking threats to them seriously and addressing them at the earliest and not after the 
actual attacks and media houses too should take the responsibility of safety of their women employees working 
in tough conditions. 

 According to Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) study 56% of the total murdered journalists since 1992 were 
working on politics or corruption. Thus these two subjects carry more risks than others. Thus safety of journalists 
working on these issues must be reviewed periodically and protection be provided if necessary. 

Safety and security of the journalists is must for the independence and impartial functioning of the press. They are the 
ones who question the wrong doings of the government and increase the awareness of the common people which in 
turn rises the quality of the governance. Thus safety of the journalists must be given highest priority which would also 
ensure effective functioning of the press rights. 
 

Q) Referendums without legitimate causes are often belittled to political propaganda. Explain, how can 

they used effectively as a tool for democratic will. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

A referendum is a direct vote in which an entire electorate is invited to vote on a particular proposal. Referendum is 
one of the tools of direct democracy wherein people participate in decision making at that particular time. Recently 
referendums are under international discourse due to issues in Catalonia and Iraqi Kurdistan. 

From a political-philosophical perspective, referendums are an expression of direct democracy. However, in the 
modern world, most referendums need to be understood within the context of representative democracy. Therefore, 
they tend to be used quite selectively. 

Referendums can be further classified by who initiates them: mandatory referendums prescribed by law, voluntary 
referendums initiated by the legislature or government, and referendums initiated by citizens. 

Referendum as a tool for democratic will: 

Referendum must be opted for very genuine issues and must not be made as a part of political agenda. This tool of 
democracy must be used for wider welfare of the people through popular decision making. 

Referendum must be used effectively by choosing it for the sake of very specific issues. Multi-dimensional issues that 
may have wider implication beyond the understanding of common people must be avoided to take for referendum. 

The formation of questions in referendum must be chosen carefully to guide people for right decision making. 

It has been observed the referendums are generally accompanied with movements or dominant public opinion. In 
order to use referendum as a tool of genuine democracy people must not be influenced by popular agendas. 

In certain cases, referendums are used to destabilize the government or to disrupt the working of government. Such 
kind of misuse of referendum must be avoided in order to give true meaning to democratic tool of referendum. 

Conclusion: 

Direct democracy has some benefits against some lacunas. It depends on the people of the country to use the tool of 
referendum for very its very purpose. Referendum can avoid violence and unrest by providing a channel to people’s 
opinion in safe and democratic manner. 
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Q) Private investigations can assist individuals and the state in thoroughness and expertise without an 

integrity compromise. Critically comment on the need to regulate private investigative agencies. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans-      

Economic growth and development have led to the establishment of a large number of private detective agencies. The 
scale of their work makes them ‘business enterprises’. Their professional expertise ranges from digging up dirt for 
divorce proceedings to background checks on corporate entities, to tracking terrorism. Thus government is mulling 
over plans to regulate such agencies. 

Need to regulate private investigative agencies- 

 Business establishments are increasingly reliant on private investigators for gathering information and 
intelligence. However there has been growing concern over how these agencies function, as some of them 
conduct operations without due verification of those employed as agents. 

 Private investigative agencies have been found to be violating the rights of the citizens and there have been no 
checks on such violations. 

 Government regulation would enforce proper norms for the functioning of private detective agencies. It would 
make sure that agencies with “dubious reputation” close down their businesses. 

 Through legislation, the government can regulate the functioning of private detective agencies so that they are 
run within legal parameters and are accountable to a regulatory authority. 

 One of the added advantage would be that private detective agencies following high standards of the work can 
relieve police some of their duties so that police can focus more on important issues like national security, law 
and order, terrorism etc. 

 Private detective agencies could bring much needed expertize and novel practices into the practices that are 
missing currently. 

Some of the concerns of government regulation- 

 Government could dictate the terms and conditions of the private investigation and may hamper their efficiency 
and efficacy of the work. 

 Regulation and license system for the private investigation agencies should not create the parallel force to 
existing security agencies. 

 Regulation of private agencies should clearly define their areas of work, cases that they could deal with and 
responsibility. 

The Private Detective Agencies (Regulation) Bill has been pending in Parliament for the past seven years. Government 
should make necessary changes to allay the concerns of all stakeholders that would bring clarity and transparency in 
the functioning of private detective agencies. Regulation of private detective agencies would surely create new 
ecosystem that would redefine the investigation. 
 

Topic:  e-governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential 

Q) Discuss the merits and demerits of recent moves by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) 

to pilot public open WiFi hotspots through a nationwide model of pay as you go public data offices (PDOs). 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The Internet is the single most self-empowering infrastructure available for a citizen in the 21st century. 
The World Bank observed that a 10% increase in Internet penetration leads to a 1.4% increase in GDP. Access to the 
Internet is considered a basic human right by many countries globally, including Estonia, Finland and France. In India, 
access to data is still limited due to poor coverage of fiber/telecom and prohibitive pricing of cellular data. 
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The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai) issued draft design of public WiFi network project that aims to provide 
low-cost wireless Internet services. It hopes to achieve it by championing an open architecture based WiFi Access 
Network Interface (WANI) that would allow any entity to easily set up a WiFi access point and sell Internet data in 
small denominations to interested customers. 

Under the proposed system, any entity with valid permanent account number (PAN) will be able to set up public data 
offices (PDOs), similar to public call offices (PCOs) of yesteryears, for providing public WiFi hotspots, as per the draft 
released by Trai. 

1. Not everyone can afford 3G and 4G connectivity with net neutrality a lost cause in India. Free Wi-Fi would mean 
good savings of the common people and even those who need an internet connection but could not afford it 
would benefit greatly from it. 

2. Students and youth can benefit largely from free public Wi-Fi. They can easily refer to e-books and online learning 
methods while on the go. With distance learning becoming popular in India, cost of data has always posed a 
problem. Broadband compromises speed and 3G/4G is priced beyond affordability. 

3. One look at the internet tariff plans of private telecoms and you know you have to limit your data usage to the 
least if speed is desired too. Downloading data and browsing internet has to be restricted to only a few MBs with 
good speed. 

4. In emergency situations free Wi-Fi can work wonders. Earthquake in Nepal and adjoining areas of India recently 
left people short of communication measures to check on near and dear ones. While mobile phone and internet 
connectivity was a lost cause for hours in some and days altogether in many areas, it was a long spell of 
apprehensions for people trying to get in touch with their loved ones. 

5. Internet has opened various ways in which people can develop their skills and businesses. Easy and free access is 
important for the middle and lower class to benefit from the wonders of internet. 

6. Security tools and measures can be implemented to keep users protected from threats of hacking and cyber 
crimes. An expert team into safety measures can solve the problem and people can stay alert by not connecting 
to any other free Wi-Fi that does not call for SMS verification. 

Cons: 

a. Crores would be spent on building of infrastructures and further in managing the cost of free Wi-Fi to the entire 
city or town. A larger part of the annual budget would be spent in this project and as the trend in India goes, there 
would be more scams from the executives involved. 

b. Lot of people using free public Wi-Fi would eventually result in slowing down of data speed or limiting the data 
usage per device in a day or month. Where is the advantage in accessing free Wi-Fi when the speed is down to 
2G? 

c. A report by Economic Times said that a researcher at Bengaluru airport was able to hack into the devices of all 
users who had connects to the free Wi-Fi with a mere $100 device. Imagine the security threat when the entire 
city goes on to connect to the free Wi-Fi. Hackers can easily get access to “users’ WhatsApp conversations, credit 
card numbers and encrypted user names and passwords for good measure.” 

d. Sharing confidential data over the internet would become risky as they can easily be subject to cyber crimes. 
Mobile banking is being used by most internet users and they can unknowingly become victims to hackers 
accessing their accounts. 

e. Even if measures are taken to keep public Wi-Fi secure, hackers can create fake hotspot with the help of Wi-Fi 
pineapple, a portable router device. Unsuspecting users will become easy targets to cyber crime. Corporate 
espionage and stealing of data can result in huge losses. 

f. In the words of Sajan Paul, director-systems engineering, India & SAARC at Juniper Networks, public Wi-Fi is raw 
internet: “At an average end-user level, it is very difficult to detect such scenarios. However, one must understand 
that anything that goes into the Internet is subject to snooping and other forms of attacks. The user should be 
vigilant while accessing and sending sensitive data over such mediums.” 
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Conclusion: 

The government should consider that there are definite cons of providing free Wi-Fi in cities and measures should be 
taken to provide complete security over public Wi-Fi. No loopholes should be left from wherein snooping could be 
possible. Awareness should be created especially in not so developed towns about ways to ensure security and 
confidentiality. Speed regulation should also be kept in mind before taking the major step. With these precautionary 
measures well implemented, India can benefit largely from free Wi-Fi in cities. 
 

Topic:  Role of civil services in a democracy  

Q) Police Reforms must target towards creating law enforcement immune from political bias but 

accountable to the Rule of Law. Comment. (200 Words)  

The Hindu 

Ans- 

Police forces in India are being criticized to have become an instrument for political parties in power that solely 
promote their interests. The rule of law seems to be taking back seat when it comes to interests of the political leaders. 
The political control over the police has not only proved detrimental to the efficacy of police system, it has also breed 
corruption and nepotism in the system. 

Even the Second Administrative Reforms Commission (2007) has noted that this control has been abused in the past 
by the political executive to unduly influence police personnel, and have them serve personal or political interests 

The prerogative of state government to appoint, promote, transfer and suspend police officers has resulted into police 
officers being working for the appeasement of political leaders. Thus India needs police reforms which would insulate 
police forces from the political aggrandizement and make them immune from the political bias. In this context 
recommendations of various reports/Cases are needs to be highlighted. 

 The Second Administrative Reforms Commission has recommended that political power be limited to promoting 
professional efficiency and ensuring that police is acting in accordance with law. 

 Alternatively the National Police Commission (1977-81) suggested that superintendence be defined in the law to 
exclude instructions that interfere with due process of law, or that influence operational decisions, or that 
unlawfully influence police personnel transfers, recruitments, etc 

 Prakash Singh Vs Union of India- In this case Supreme Court gave detailed judgement in 2006 to insulate police 
from the political bias. Some of them were creating State security Commission, securing two years of 
appointment to DGP, setting up of Police Establishment Board (PEB) and National Security Commission etc. 

 T P Senkumar Case (2017) – In a major verdict, the Supreme Court ordered the Kerala government to restore the 
services of ousted DGP T P Senkumar holding that his removal was arbitrary and not as per established law. It’s 
rare for the apex court to interfere in such appointments and the ruling has led to a debate on judicial overreach. 

Though judiciary is intervening to restore the credibility of police system, the efforts should also come from state and 
central government for improving the present status of the police forces. Also attention should be paid to the factor 
that while making police immune from the political bias, there should be institutional mechanism for ensuring 
accountability of police to rule of law and towards constitutional duty. 

Any misuse of power and high handed behavior of police must be sternly punished. Police complaints authority 
(Prakash Singh Case) should be created in every state to monitor and redress any wrong doing on the part of police 
officials. Appointments and promotions should be made on the basis of merit and performance. 

Police is a state subject. Hence state should initiate the reform processes according the guidelines given by Supreme 
Court in Prakash Singh Case, Model Police Act 2006 and best practices followed all over the world. Unless and until 
policing system is reformed and made accountable to rule of law, there can be no welfare state as envisioned in the 
constitution. 
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Q) Coordination and Service Reform measures are urgently needed for apex level efficiency on Defence 

Policy and Administration. Analyse. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Ans- 

Since the publication of the Kargil Review Committee Report, there has been intense public debate on the nature and 
scope of Defence Reforms needed in the country. The Group of Ministers in its report of 2001 had made major 
recommendations. More recently, the Government appointed Naresh Chandra Task Force made further 
recommendations some of which have reportedly been accepted but the critical ones left out. 

A country’s response to external threats and internal security challenges is based on its defence preparedness, advance 
planning for contingencies and the political will. This is a function of its ability to assess the threats, build military 
capabilities, plan in advance and synergize all the mechanisms and tools of national power to achieve well defined 
objectives. 

However India’s ministerial administration, defence preparedness and planning is plagued with many problems such 
as- 

 Absence of synergy among the various arms of the state dealing with defence and national security: the armed 
forces, the MoD, the Ministry of External Affairs and the Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO).  

 Excessive bureaucratical control over the major decisions regarding defence agreements and deals. 

 Lack of domain knowledge and defence expertise of bureaucrats holding important positions in the ministry. 

 Lack of cohesion and coordination among the three services of the armed forces. 

 High level of corruption in the defence deals and agreements. 

 Communication gap between the armed forces and civilian government. 

Thus service reforms in the ministry of defence and the armed forces have assumed urgent priority for effective 
functioning of the defence system of India. In this light following are some of the suggested reforms that can improve 
the coordination and cohesion between the government and armed forces and within the armed forces themselves. 

 Appointment of Chief of Defence Staff (CDS): The appointment of Chief of Defence Staff on the basis of the GoM 
report of 2001 will be a transformative step towards defence reforms. This will help strengthen the process of 
defence planning, work out national priorities, develop joint threat and capability assessments, help take a long-
term view of equipping the armed forces with due considerations of inter-service priorities. 

 Appointment of a Senior Officer for Defence Preparedness: Defence preparedness assume a critical role in the 
context of prevailing uncertainties in security environment, budget constraints, technological change etc. Many 
countries have senior officials charged with the responsibility of keeping a continuous watch on country’s defence 
preparedness. A senior official of Additional Secretary level in the Department of Defence can be assigned the 
task of monitoring and ensuring defence preparedness at all times. 

 The GoM and Chandra committee reports strongly recommended the posting of military officers to important 
posts in the MoD to improve defence planning. 

 Also domain knowledge of the bureaucrats can be increased by encouraging civilian officers to build expertise in 
strategic affairs and involving the services in strategic decision-making. 

 Creating a special cadre of defence specialists is one way to overcome the problem of fulfilling the important 
positions in the ministry of defence with the specially trained officers. 

 While the future of warfare lies in joint planning and operations, the Indian defence establishment has ignored 
it. Issues that should be addressed jointly by all three services are hardly ever the priority of any of the services. 
Thus there is need for the creation of tri-service theatre commands which would allow chiefs of three services to 
come together to promote joint-ness of action. 

In times of hostile relations of neighbors with India and concerning volatile situations like Dokalam stand-off, India 
needs to carry out major service reforms at the earliest. This would enhance the defence preparedness of India and 
effectiveness of her armed forces. 
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Q) Lateral Entry to the Civil Services would require changes in career progression for directly recruited 

professionals. Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans-    

With the changing nature of the administration, increasing role of the private sector in the economy and increasing 
use of ICT in the administration there have been demands to include specialists from outside the government into the 
administration. A specialist can bring much needed domain knowledge, best practices of the corporate world, 
efficiency and different perspectives into the administration. 

However such specialist may lack the ground experience, ability of personnel management, breadth of understanding 
of the issues and the dynamism required in the administration. Thus for any attempt of lateral entry into civil services 
should be accompanied by changes in career progression and specialized training to the directly recruited 
professionals. 

 The work environment in the public institutions and in those of private institutions differs widely. Thus the 1st step 
would be to acclimatize the new entrants to the new system. 

 Specialist having domain knowledge may lack the broader understanding required in the administration. Thus 
there must be short duration courses to give in-depth knowledge of the all facets of the administration to the 
lateral entrants. 

 Such courses should also imbibe into lateral entrants that government institutions do not have profit motive but 
the welfare of the citizens takes the highest priority. 

 The lateral entrants should be made to assist senior officers in their first posting preferably a field posting so that 
they understand the system in better manner. 

 Lateral entrants must be trained effectively so that they understand the lacunas of the public institutions and 
their inefficient ways of working. Training should help them to take bold decisions to check policy paralysis 
prevailing in the system. 

At the same time efforts be made to specialize some of the working generalist officers. 

 Allowing specialization to emerge gradually through a process of deliberate iteration at the mid-career level. This 
will facilitate officers in specializing as they move up the hierarchy based on their revealed aptitude and 
performance record. 

 Once officers are allocated specialist positions, officers should be afforded opportunities to deepen their domain 
knowledge through study and training. 

 They should be allowed, even encouraged, to work outside the government, preferably in a non-governmental 
organization for a few years, irrespective of their area of specialization to experience governance from outside. 
This is bound to make them more useful and relevant civil servants. 

Thus such combination where some generalization is induced into specialist officers and some specialization induced 
into generalist officers would strengthen the system and make it more suitable the present time. 
 

Q) Police reforms require structural changes making the establishment more independent and resistant 

to external influences. Comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Following are the structural aspects linked with police reforms: 

 There is need to increase the number of police force, mainly at base level of hierarchical structure. The global 
average ratio of police-population is 270 to 100,000, where it’s 120 in India. Increase in number will reduce the 
stress of indivisual police official. 

 Structural changes in funding for police reforms are also an area of concern. As can be seen through recently 
launched central government umbrella scheme for police reform. It has been observed that state are not willing 
to outlay funds for police reforms and thus MPF scheme has been launched by central government. 
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 Low participation of woman in police force is part of structural lacunae. In order to sensatise the police force 
towards issues linked with woman safety, more number of women should be inducted in police force. 

 Second Administrative Reforms Commission has noted the absence of independent oversight authorities that 
specialise in addressing all kinds of police misconduct, and are easily accessible. In light of this, under the Model 
Police Act, 2006 drafted by the Police Act Drafting Committee (2005), and the Supreme Court guidelines (2006), 
states are required to set up state and district level complaints authorities. 

 One of the recommendations given by Padmanabhaiah Committee and the Second Administrative Reforms 
Commission this regard has been to raise the qualification for entry into the civil police to class 12th or graduation. 
It has also been recommended that constables, and the police force in general, should receive greater training in 
soft skills (such as communication, counseling and leadership) given they need to deal with the public regularly. 

 States must have their own specialized investigation units within the police force that are responsible for crime 
investigation. Separation of crime investigation and law and order related work is also structural component of 
police reforms. 

 In order to improve efficiency and transparency of police functioning separate body should be create in order to 
deal with the matters such as promotions, posting and transfer etc. 

 There is need to use technology in more efficient manner as compared to existing situation. Digital infrastructure 
should be empowered to reduce delays, ensure transparency and provide insulation from external influences. 

 Structural reforms should give boost to community police through good relations between police and people 
living in that area. 

Conclusion: 

Decades has been passed to the first report about police reforms got published. Every time law and order issues arise, 
damage control takes the leading role. We need to strengthen the institutional setup of police force to focus on 
preventive aspects for crime control and law related functions. Police reforms must be taken on agenda in normal 
peaceful times though cooperative efforts by states themselves. 

Supplementary information : 

 Supreme Court in 2006 has given 7 directions for police reforms in Prakash Singh vs. Union of India case. The seven 
directives are enlisted below. 

1. Constitute a State Security Commission (SSC) to: 

 Ensure that the state government does not exercise unwarranted influence or pressure on the police. 

 Lay down broad policy guideline and 

 Evaluate the performance of the state police 

2. Ensure that the DGP is appointed through merit based transparent process and secure a minimum tenure of two 
years. 

3. Ensure that other police officers on operational duties (including Superintendents of Police in-charge of a district 
and Station House Officers in-charge of a police station) are also provided a minimum tenure of two years. 

4. Separate the investigation and law and order functions of the police. 

5. Set up a Police Establishment Board (PEB) to decide transfers, postings, promotions and other service related 
matters of police officers of and below the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police and make recommendations 
on postings and transfers above the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police 

6. Set up a Police Complaints Authority (PCA) at state level to inquire into public complaints against police officers 
of and above the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police in cases of serious misconduct, including custodial 
death, grievous hurt, or rape in police custody and at district levels to inquire into public complaints against the 
police personnel below the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police in cases of serious misconduct. 

7. Set up a National Security Commission (NSC) at the union level to prepare a panel for selection and placement of 
Chiefs of the Central Police Organisations (CPO) with a minimum tenure of two years. 
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Topic:  Pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity 

Q) Weak institutions and weak state capacity enable dynastic politics. Do you agree? Why do dynastic 

politics thrive in India? Is dynastic politics harming India? Analyse. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Ans- 

How weak institutions and weak state capacity enable dynastic politics? 

 When the institutions of the state are weak, there are no effective checks on the succession of dynasts even if 
they are undeserved. Strong institutions are must for the good governance and to check the misuse of the state 
power. However in their absence it becomes easy for the dynasts to tweak the rules in their favor. 

 When the state is incapable of adequately utilizing resources and delivering public goods to all its 
citizens, breaking the rules become imperative for citizens. Acquiring political clout and influence seems to be 
the easiest way to get the work done and to gain privileges. 

 The politics of caste is a good example of this. Blind caste loyalty is anything but a rational choice based on the 
utility of mobilizing as a caste group to attract a political patron who will channel state resources to the group. 

Why do dynastic politics thrive in India? 

 Cultural history of India has always promoted Dynastical values. From epics like Ramayana and Mahabharata to 
the 17th century kings like Shivaji, Maharana Pratap etc people have revered dynastical succession. 

 Limited choices of the right candidates for the voters have forced voters to seek refuge at the dynastical 
successors. 

 The former BBC journalist Mark Tully has argued that “It is India’s strong family traditions, so different to the 
nuclear families in the West, that justify dynasts in the eyes of voters. In India, it’s widely thought to be natural 
and acceptable for a father or a mother who has any form of power to want to hand it over to a son or a daughter.” 

 Role of political parties- 

1. India’s political parties habitually give dynastic contenders a leg-up in the ticket allocation process. In the 2014 
parliamentary elections, for example, all parties, taken together, renominated 75 percent of their dynastic MPs, 
compared to only 65 percent of their non-dynastic MPs.  

2. Parties favour dynastic candidates as a way to ensure loyalty. They have few formal measures they can rely on to 
ensure cohesiveness in their local units. When parties use dynasty as the principle of ticket allocation, the 
likelihood of rebellion is not eliminated, but it is reduced. 

3. Once their party backs a dynastic candidate, voters often fall in line and follow the party preference. The majority 
of Indians, as the national election surveys conducted by Lokniti group at the Delhi-based Centre for the Study of 
Developing Societies have shown us, take party affiliation into account when deciding how to vote. 

4. In fact, candidates who run as independents rarely win in India, and no dynastic MP in the twenty-first century 
parliament has won as an independent. So when dynastic aspirants, even poorly performing ones, repeatedly get 
a party ticket, it eventually gives them a leg-up among voters. For example, in the 2014 parliamentary elections, 
Poonam Mahajan, the daughter of the deceased BJP leader Pramod Mahajan, was nominated by the BJP from 
the Mumbai North West constituency, even though she lost the 2009 assembly polls on a BJP ticket by a margin 
of over 26,000 votes. Mahajan went on to win the 2014 election. 

 And last, state institutions and inefficient use of the resources (as mentioned above) have failed to check the 
unbridled growth of the dynastical politics. 

Is dynastical politics harming India? 

 Theoretically Dynasts have incentive to develop their constituencies because they are in for the long haul. The 
benefits of the development they deliver will be reaped by their descendants in the form of continued loyalty to 
the dynasty. In practice, however, that is not quite how it works out. A growing body of empirical research shows 
that dynastic politicians consistently underperform non-dynastic politicians. 
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 The dynastical politics is deeply rooted in India. All the major political parties in India have more or less supported 
the dynastical succession at the various levels of the elections. Although there can be some exceptions of dynasts 
working for the welfare of the people, dynastical politics as a whole has performed poorly and has retarded the 
pace of growth and development. 

 A recent Harvard paper, Understanding The Economic Impacts Of Political Dynasties: Evidence From India, by 
Siddharth George and Dominic Ponattu, analysed night-time luminosity as a measure of economic growth to find 
that constituencies where dynasts won grew 6.5 percentage points slower annually than constituencies where 
dynasts lost. 

 Majority of the dynasts are elected because of their family name or any great political leader in their previous 
generations. Thus they owe their winnability more to dynasty rather than to people. Thus they fail to have quest 
for carrying out any developmental activities. This has hampered the developmental work in India on a 
constituency basis. 

 Further dynasts are known to grant favors and work for their loyal workers and close ones (relatives) and have 
hostile attitude towards opponents thus limiting the benefits to certain section in the constituency. Most of the 
constituencies in India have been victim of such retributive tendencies of the dynasts making it difficult to work 
for inclusive development. 

Thus dynastical politics in India is indeed proving harmful. State institutions need to strengthened and resources be 
used efficiently and effectively to reduce the scope of dynastical politics. 
 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations.  

Q) Should the resolution of recent Doklam issue be celebrated as diplomatic victory by the Indian side 

against powerful China? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

What was Doklam issue? 
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In June 2017, Doklam became the site of a stand-off between the armed forces of India and China following an attempt 
by China to extend a road from Yadong further southward on the Doklam plateau. Unlike China and Bhutan, India does 
not have a claim on Doklam; however, India supports Bhutan’s claim on the territory. 

According to the Bhutanese government, China attempted to extend a road that previously terminated at Doklam 
towards the Bhutan Army camp at Zornpelri near the Jampheri Ridge two km to the south; that ridge, viewed as the 
border by China but as wholly within Bhutan by both Bhutan and India, extends eastward approaching India’s highly-
strategic Siliguri corridor. 

On 18 June, Indian troops apparently crossed into the territory in dispute between China and Bhutan in an attempt to 
prevent the road construction. In a 1949 treaty, Bhutan agreed to let India guide its foreign policy and defence affairs. 
In 2007, the treaty was superseded by a new friendship treaty that replaced the provision that made it mandatory for 
Bhutan to take India’s guidance on foreign policy, providing broader sovereignty to Bhutan and not requiring it to 
obtain India’s permission over arms imports. 

The recent resolution should not be taken as a Diplomatic victory, because: 

 It is unclear, yet, whether China will patrol the region, which it claims to have been doing earlier. 

 China’s interest in Doklam is not of recent origin and has a long history. Those on either side of the divide currently 
claiming victory must, hence, pause to think what the future holds. We must not jump to the conclusion so early. 

 Chinese state that they have halted road building in the disputed Doklam area, while adding that they may 
reconsider the decision after taking into account ‘different factors’, it shows that, it is willing to wait to implement 
its decision, but at a time of its choosing when an opportunity exists for a settlement suited to its plans. 

 It has been observed that, the China preferred attrition — a protracted campaign to secure a relative advantage 
— to forceful intervention. 

 BRICS summit in China in September and the forthcoming 19th Congress of the Chinese Communist Party can be 
reason of Chinese stepping back from this comparatively small issue with India. 

 China is playing for higher stakes in a globalised world. For instance, on the South China Sea, it has preferred to 
employ confidence-building measures to deal with the U.S. while awaiting a more opportune moment to assert 
its claims. 

 The chines policy to opt for more cooperation than confrontation can be the possible reason for this back step 
taken by China. China is currently seeking to reshape the regional and international order, and is keen to fine-
tune its ‘Great Power diplomacy’. It, hence, needs to be seen as preferring peace over conflict. The Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) is a potent instrument in this direction, but needs a peaceful environment to succeed. 

 The economics can be another reason for this decision by Chinese government. China needs to redress the 
economic imbalance between its coastal regions and the hinterland States. One stated objective of the BRI is 
linking these regions with China’s land neighbours. China’s growth rate is declining, debt levels are dangerously 
high, and labour is getting more expensive. 

Embarking on military engagement outside the country’s borders could aggravate China’s problems. As China is intent 
on sustained economic growth at one level, and aspiring to be a Great Power at another level, this could prove to be 
a dampener. 
 

Q) Analyse the issues that have not allowed India and Myanmar to realise full potential of their bilateral 

relationship. Also examine the key areas that India should focus when Prime Minister visits Myanmar. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Indian Express 

India-Myanmar relations are rooted in shared historical, ethnic, cultural and religious ties. The geographical proximity 
of the two countries has helped develop and sustain cordial relations and facilitated people-to people contact. 
Myanmar has a 1, 643 land border with India and is emerging as the gateway for India to other Southeast Asian 
countries. The visit of Prime minister to Myanmar is the high time to discuss about the areas to focus more in order to 
establish synergetic relationship between two countries. 
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Areas of concerns in relationship: 

Despite the progress, serious challenges remain that could derail Myanmar’s democratic transition. Corruption is 
widespread, ethnic violence remains entrenched, economic reform is sorely needed, and, crucially, the military, or 
Tatmadaw, is still the most powerful political force in the country. India’s relationship with Myanmar’s erstwhile army 
junta was caught in the dilemma between its own democratic conscience and the need to keep Myanmar from falling 
into China’s sphere of influence. 

India would also want the new Myanmar government to help with tackling border insurgency, and hope for its 
cooperation in the eradication of militant camps along the Indo-Myanmar border. 

In 2015 a refugee crisis involving the Rohingyas spread panic across the region, after boats carrying hundreds of 
refugees were found floating in the sea. Many of these refugees also fled to India. There are an estimated 36,000 
Rohingya refugees presently located in India. For India, the Rohingya problem is made further significant by the fact 
that many of them occupy Rakhine province – home to Sittwe. 

India’s restive northeast shares a long forested border with Myanmar, used as a hideout by secessionist insurgents 
operating on the Indian side. 

BIMSTEC- the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is an 
international organization involving a group of seven countries in South Asia and South East Asia. The countries are 
Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bhutan and Nepal. BIMSTEC member countries agreed to establish 
the BIMSTEC Free Trade Area Framework Agreement in order to stimulate trade and investment in the parties, and 
attract outsiders to trade with and invest in BIMSTEC at a higher level. The BIMSTEC is not working to its full capacity. 

Fragile and pristine environment of the North East may be affected as the region is a biodiversity hotspot especially in 
the region from Paletwa to the Indian Myanmar border as land acquisitions and local displacement may be required. 

Key areas that India should focus on: 

Many countries esp. Japan, UK, France, US have started investing in Myanmar. Hence India needs to step up its efforts 
and innovativeness leveraging upon its soft skills and advantages it enjoys with the Golden country. 

Indian economic outreach to Myanmar which invests heavily in that country but brings no benefits to India’s North-
East will exacerbate these problems. So, domestic factors should weigh deeply in India’s mind as she engages with 
Myanmar. Needs to understand what Myanmar’s basic needs are: Food, Skill development, Education, University tie 
ups, think tanks collaborations – that have the potential to influence policy formulations. 

The governance system requires inputs in management skills, taxation, law, finance, tourism, environment, 
parliamentary and electoral procedures, commercial regulations, etc. It is in the area of creating and maintaining 
capabilities that India has a competitive advantage as the largest flourishing democracy in the world. 

Students exchange can help in creating a good image of India in the coming generations that are going to rule. Buddhist 
studies in Indian universities can be an attraction for Burmese students. 

Myanmar has opened doors to support the agriculture sector and companies can tap opportunities in the entire value 
chain including seeds, agri-machinery, pre- and post-harvest technology. 

Further, in the energy sphere, companies should look at setting up power stations, transmission and distribution lines 
and supply of generators. Myanmar has an estimated 283 billion cubic meters of proven gas reserves.  

Both countries are fighting insurgency, sharing intelligence and cooperation in border management can improve ties 
between India and Myanmar. India needs to engage more through sub-regional groupings like BIMSTEC and BCIM-
Economic Corridor. This will result in a holistic development of the entire region including north-eastern part of India. 
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Q) Recently, in the Supreme Court this week the Centre refused to revise its stand on deporting Rohinya 

immigrants in India. Critically comment on India’s Rohingya policy and its implications for India’s image. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Who are the Rohingya? 

The Rohingya are an ethnic minority in Myanmar. They live predominantly in the western state of Rakhine. They are 
not officially recognized by the government as citizens and for decades the nation’s Buddhist majority has been 
accused of subjecting them to discrimination and violence. Viewed by the United Nations and the United States as one 
of the world’s most persecuted minorities, thousands of Rohingya from Myanmar and Bangladesh flee their countries 
every year in a desperate attempt to reach mainly Muslim-majority countries, Malaysia and Indonesia. 

 

Myanmar’s government has so far refused to grant citizenship to the Rohingya. It views the estimated 1.1 million 
people as illegal immigrants from neighboring Bangladesh. Myanmar also objects to the use of the term “Rohingya” in 
any UN resolution and says it makes the government’s efforts more difficult in addressing the issue. Myanmar says it 
is ready to grant Rohingya Muslims citizenship if they identify themselves as Bengalis – a term which members of the 
minority group object to strongly. 

Where does India stand on the issue? 

Rohingyas influx into Bangladesh from nearby Rakhine state of Myanmar is further continuing into India via 
Bangladesh. It is estimated that there are thousands of Rohingyas in India. 

Rohingyas entered into northeast India through various routes. They avoided staying near the Myanmar’s borders. 
Rohingyas spread over a large area across various states. They have their camps in Assam, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, 
Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. 

Since 2013 Bangladesh has closed its door for Rohingyas, now they are entering India via North East; causing internal 
security concerns. The refugees detained under Foreigners Act, 1946 are now supposed to be sent to Tihar jail in Delhi 
as the UNHCR (United Nation High Commission for refugee) has only jurisdiction in Tihar. 

Once these are recognised as refugee they will be sent to only refugee camp in India in Jammu. Rohingyas are entering 
into other neighbouring nations of Myanmar including Thailand, Bangladesh etc. 

Delhi has maintained a cautious stance; it has been receiving Rohingya refugees and allowing them to settle in different 
parts of the country over the years particularly after the communal violence in Rakhine state in 2012. 
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The security concerns with respect to Rohingyas community are also needs to be taken into consideration. 

The National Human Rights Commission added that the Supreme Court had declared that fundamental rights are 
applicable to all regardless of whether they are citizens of India. 

There is threat of drug trafficking through Rohingya community as it has been observed earlier as well. 

What India confronts is a case of ethics, a challenge to its understanding of citizenship and freedom. If India abandons 
the Rohingya, it abandons the idea of India as a home of refugees and hospitality. A country which offered a home to 
the Parsis, the Tibetans, the Afghans and the Jews cannot turn a little minority of helpless people back. 

Conclusion: 

The issue of Rohingya minority is humanitarian in nature and involves the aspect of international ethics as well. The 
common solution needs to find out in order stop the homicide of innocent people. The south Asian countries needs to 
create a platform to sort out this issue and in such case India must take an initiative to reach common agreed solutions 
to deal with the situation compassionately. 
 

Q) What would be the implications of India’s current plans to intensify strategic cooperation with 

Afghanistan? Analyse. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction: 

Afghanistan’s strategic position at the crossroads of so many trade routes has for centuries made it vulnerable to 
invasion by distant as well as neighbouring powers, and this situation persists today. A proper understanding of this, 
demands a wider understanding of the whole region’s major players, their current and future strategies, both locally 
and globally. India is one of the important stakeholders at international forum trying to bring peace and stability in 
Afghanistan. 

Importance of Afghanistan for India: 

During the 1980s and 1990s, because of local and 
regional developments, India had lost contact 
with the governments and people in these two 
countries. Now, New Delhi is trying to re-
establish the old ties. 

India has invested $10.8 billion in Afghanistan 
which includes setting up of Iron mines, 6 steel 
plants and 800 Mega Watt power plants, 
hydroelectric power projects, roads and other 
investments. India is also involved in many 
projects like building hospitals and parliament 
building. 

The Salma Dam known also known as 
Afghanistan-India friendship dam took 40 years 
for its completion. India also sees Afghanistan as 
an essential component of the TAPI 
(Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India) pipeline. To address its energy needs to sustain its economic growth, 
pipelines from Iran and Central Asia would be extremely important. 

Afghanistan is also extremely interested in becoming the transit country for not only gas, but also an electricity grid. 
The CASA 1000 is a parallel initiative, linking Central Asia and South Asia, especially Afghanistan and Pakistan, with the 
electricity grid in Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. 

India would like to see a stable and democratic government in Afghanistan and making continuous efforts for it. 

Another issue is connectivity where India is helping Afghanistan-Iran Connectivity. India is building Chabahar port in 
Iran and has built the zaranj  delaram highway. 
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The development of Chabahar Trilateral Agreement between India, Afghanistan and Iran will prove to be a game 
changer. 

India’s current plans about Afghanistan: 

There is the significant shift going on in India’s policy towards both Afghanistan and Pakistan. In contemporary context, 
substantive strategic engagement with Afghanistan is a necessary component of India’s Pakistan policy. 

India can certainly develop some leverage and influence the outcomes in Afghanistan and the Subcontinent’s north-
west through purposeful actions on the ground. India’s has always been sensitive to Pakistan’s neuralgia about Delhi’s 
expanding role in Afghanistan. 

The recent announcement by United States to continue its military presence in Afghanistan complicates the India’s 
further role in Afghanistan. 

India continues to confirm its strong presence in Afghanistan matters by using its inherent soft powers. This relation 
has helped India to criticised terrorism from international forum as well. 

There is huge scope for India to work with Afghanistan in terms of expertise that India can provide in democratic 
institutional management and civil services establishments. 

In the light of recent Doklam standoff and BRICS summit India needs to leverage its best diplomatic skills while dealing 
with Afghanistan as Afghanistan is not just corridor to central Asia but also the emerging nation in Asian continent 
which India must continue and enhance its bilateral relations. 
 

Q) Why no country wants Rohingya, why it’s so difficult to deport them? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- The 2015 Rohingya refugee crisis refers to the mass migration of thousands of Rohingya 
people from Myanmar (also known as Burma) and Bangladesh in 2015, collectively dubbed “boat people” by 
international media. Nearly all who fled traveled to Southeast Asian countries 
including Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand by rickety boats via the waters of the Strait of Malacca and the Andaman 
Sea. 

 

Why no country wants Rohingya’s :- 

1. Lack of citizenship 

Myanmar doesn’t accept Rohingya’s as 
their own citizen. And from here itself 
starts the problem, they are refugees in 
their own country. Even the name 
Rohingya is taboo in Myanmar. 

2. Many of the neighbouring nations already 
host Rohingya’s:  

Many of us might be appalled by the action 
of countries like Malaysia and Thailand, but 
we need to remember that these nations 
already host large numbers of Rohingya’s. 
For example Malaysia hosts around 40,000 
Rohingyas. 

3. Absence of support from rich neighbouring 
nations:  

In Asia-Pacific region we have a few rich 
nations who could extend some helping hands like China, Japan, Australia, Singapore and India. But many 
problems prevail like China is behaving in its own interest, Singapore and Japan have no refugee policy. Australia 
which is already having tough policy in refugees including opening offshore refugee detention centre has been of 
no help. New Zealand has no independent stand of its own 
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4. Refugee status and international refugee conventions:  

Most of these nations are not signatory of Convention on status of refugees, so for them everyone entering their 
borers without a paper is illegal migrant. They are illegals and hence put in ‘detention centers’ and then sent back 
to fields of Myanmar. 

5. Muslim identity of Rohingya’s also make other countries suspicious about their appearance. The Islamophobia 
and issues of terrorism associated make countries feel reluctant to accommodate Rohingya’s. 

Why deportation of Rohingya not easy :- 

 The deportation plan is worrisome as Myanmar had in the 
past refused to accept the Rohingya as its citizens. 

 The Indian government had started to make noises about 
the deportation of Rohingya refugees just before a terrorist 
attack by Rohingya militants led to a massive security 
crackdown in Myanmar’s Rakhine state. Deporting 
Rohingy’s in such horrific situation is against humanist 
stand. 

 India has never signed the UN Refugee Convention, which 
spells out the rights of refugees and the responsibilities of 
countries. Nor does it have a domestic refugee law. Hence 
India cannot carry out deportations of Rohingyas as per 
international law. 

 India has always stood for humanitarian assistance and 
deporting Rohingya’s can accuse India of being intolerant or 
inhuman in dealing with Rohingyas. 

India’s stance till now:- 

 India refused to let the Rohingya refugees enter their 
Country, however later it was found that around 40,000 
Rohingya’s immigrants have taken shelter in Assam, West 
Bengaland Jammu & Kashmir. The news however created a dissatisfaction among general public that Muslims 
entertainment in Jammu will change the Demography of Hindu Majority Jammu and may lead to violence in the 
future by giving reference to the exodus of Kashmiri Pundits by Kashmiri Muslims earlier. 

 On September 14, Govt of India begin Operation Insaniyat as Humanitarian assistance to Bangladesh Govt to 
manage the huge Rohingya refugee influx. Indian foreign ministry stated that India will provide free food 
materials, tea, mosquito nets and technical assistance to Govt of Bangladeshand Rohingya refugees. 

Conclusion :– Enforcing the laws in the case of illegal migrants should not be mistaken for lack of compassion. Also 
when there are growing calls from the international community to the Myanmar government to end violence in 
Rakhine state and address the Rohingya conundrum, it would not be a wise strategic move for India to ignore them. 
While the government may take a conscious decision to publicly support Myanmarese leader Aung San Suu Kyi, at the 
same time it should gently prod her government to adopt a positive attitude toward resolving the Rohingya problem 
with the help of the international community. 
 

Q) Examine how the Trump administration’s new Afghanistan policy has been received by Afghanistan, 

Pakistan and India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

What is new Afghan policy of USA? 

As per the new policy, USA has vowed to win the war in Afghanistan by committing more US troops and also called on 
NATO allies such as Britain to increase troop numbers “in line with our own”. 

USA has claimed that a withdrawal of personnel would leave a power vacuum that to be filled by terrorists, as has 
happened in Iraq. 
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There is proposed possibility that up to 4,000 additional US troops would be deployed to the country to combat a 
resurgent Taliban and the growing number of Islamic State fighters in the country. 

For USA administration’s new policy went beyond just Afghanistan and was a full “South Asia strategy”. 

USA has sent a clear message against the terrorist organisation that is getting protection in Pakistan soil. USA clearly 
mentioned that Islamabad should do more to combat the growth of extremism in the region. 

Analysis of countries reaction over this policy:  

Afghanistan: 

Afghanistan has welcomed this policy by calling it the requirement of existing complicated conditions in the region. 
Afghanistan has also mentioned that there is need to upgrade this issue to the regional level by involving other 
countries such as Russia Iran and China. 

As per the Afghan official resources, country has always welcomed the Indian role in building its strength and stabilizing 
its institutions. 

As this policy hits the main issue of Safe havens of terror in Pakistan, Afghanistan has supported this policy as a possible 
solution to this problem. 

India: 

India continues to confirm its strong presence in Afghanistan matters by using its inherent soft powers. This relation 
has helped India to criticised terrorism from international forum as well. 

There is huge scope for India to work with Afghanistan in terms of expertise that India can provide in democratic 
institutional management and civil services establishments. 

In the light of recent Doklam standoff and BRICS summit India needs to leverage its best diplomatic skills while dealing 
with Afghanistan as Afghanistan is not just corridor to central Asia but also the emerging nation in Asian continent 
which India must continue and enhance its bilateral relations. 

On same time there are very miniscule chances that India will send physical troups in Afghanistan being not any part 
of military alliance. 

India has been very active for the past 17 years and even before that, so it is important that is now being recognised. 
Then the focus on the peace process and the condition, not time-based, approach gives it a higher chance of success 
than previous (U.S.) policies. 

Pakistan: 

Pakistan’s lower house of parliament has unanimously passed a resolution calling on the government to consider 
suspending supply lines to the US-led NATO mission in neighbouring Afghanistan in response to recent US accusations 
that the country is harbouring armed groups. 

Pakistan denies that it offers sanctuary to any armed groups, including the Afghan Taliban and the Haqqani Network, 
and the government and military have rejected USA Trump’s strategy in an official statement. 

The resolution also urged the government to review all cooperation with the United States, including the use of air 
and ground supply routes by NATO troops in Afghanistan. 

While the US-led military alliance has developed alternative supply routes to Afghanistan, the bulk of its logistical and 
military supplies are still routed through Pakistan. The document also called on the government to “consider the 
postponement of any visits by US delegations to Pakistan or by Pakistani delegations/officials to the USA”. 

Conclusion: 

The various officials stance about new policy of United States of America are result of geo political aspects of todays 
as well as decade old challenges. There is rising international resistance against terrorism, Asia being the important 
region in this global agenda against terrorism needs a better level of regional cooperation as well. 
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Q) India being a party to build Afghanistan is not only in Afghanistan but also India’s national interest. 

Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

India and Afghanistan have shared friendly relations since 1950s. India has been in forefront to find amicable and 
peaceful solution to the Afghan issue. Recently USA has contemplated greater role to India to solve the Afghan issue 
considering latters impeccable record of upholding international peace and security. 

Benefits to Afghanistan for greater role in re-building Afghanistan- 

 India has proved to be greatest asset for Afghanistan in building its civilian infrastructure. For eg. Afghan national 
parliament, Salma dam etc. 

 India has not let India-Pakistan relations to influence its Afghan policy. Further India is not friendly with 
Afghanistan due to formers hostility with Pakistan. Thus India-Afghan relations are based on sound footing. 

 India has never interfered into internal affairs of the Afghanistan providing domestic space for the later to take 
free and fair decisions. 

 India tops the list of nations when it comes to enjoying the goodwill of the Afghan people. This has provided 
Afghanistan with greater flexibility to rebuild the Afghanistan. 

 India has been helping Afghan troops in anti-terrorist activities and counter-insurgency operations. India also 
provides specific military hardware to Afghanistan on government’s demand. 

 Afghanistan can use India card for excessive interference of Pakistan into its internal affairs. 

However the benefits of India Afghanistan are not only limited to Afghanistan only. India too benefits on numerous 
geo-eco-strategic and issues such as- 

 Central Asia has been resource rich region and India has been energy striving nation. Entry into Afghanistan 
provides India opening to vast resources of the central Asia to meet its economic appetite. 

 Stable Afghanistan is important for the stability of South Asia. Stable Afghanistan would curtail the export of 
Talibani terrorist to other regions in the south Asia. 

 India has acquired the rights to develop Chabahar port in Iran. Connectivity from Chabahar to Afghanistan 
provides India with strategic advantage in case of future conflict with Pakistan. 

 China has been pursuing active policy in finding urgent and peace solution to Afghan issue on account of its OBOR 
project thereby unsettling India’s aspirations in Afghanistan. India could stand up to Chinese aggression in Asia if 
the former holds ground in Afghanistan. Thus proactive role of India has become important for maintaining its 
interests in Asia. 

 Pakistan has been fumbled with increasing role assigned to India in Afghanistan in USA’s current Afghan policy. 
Thus India can ensure that Pakistan do not exploit the volatile situation in Afghanistan with adverse effects on 
India. 

 India has always championed the cause of democratic governments of the world and has supported the building 
of strong democratic institutions. Similar solution in Afghanistan would only strengthened the role of India as a 
upholder of the democratic set up in the world. 

Thus India-Afghanistan relations have various facets that could help both the countries in reviving their fortunes and 
glory in the Asia. 
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Q) India’s foreign policy objective of being the leader of the South Asian Regional System needs an 

overhauling approach. Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

Being largest, strongest and most populous country in the South Asia, India has always occupied pivotal position and 
has helped in stabilizing the region. India has been helping Nepal and Bhutan by opening its sea ports, developing their 
hydro-electricity potential and offering aids and assistance whenever required. Further India-Bangladesh share the 
cordial relations and have overcome problems like enclave exchanges, Teesta water dispute etc. India’s relations with 
Sri Lanka are improving after having tense relationship with her in the past over the Tamilian issue while relationship 
with Myanmar is steadily improving. India is too active in stabilizing Afghanistan along with the world community and 
has attempted many infrastructural strides in it.  

Thus India has played important role in South Asia. However some of the recent instances have led to skepticism about 
India’s continuing role as the leader in South Asia. 

 China has been aggressively entering into South Asia with her huge resources and expertise in infrastructural 
projects. OBOR, CPEC, development of ports in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh are some of its examples. 

 Pakistan has openly challenged the position of preeminence that India has acquired over the period of time. 
Further increasing terror attacks from Pakistan seem to have diluted the image of India in the eyes of her 
neighbors. Even the numbers of security personnel lost in the terror attacks and insurgency operations have 
increased after the surgical strikes. 

 India’s support to Tamils in Sri Lanka and Madheshi’s in Nepal has been projected as interference in the internal 
affairs of those nations. 

Thus India needs to bring some of the changes in its neighborhood policy to maintain its position of leadership in South 
Asia- 

 The most important factor stabilizing South Asia would be ending hostility among the nations. For this India could 
take initiatives in reviving SAARC that could be used for effective communication among the nations and as an 
instrument in bringing changes. 

 India should put herself in a position from where she would be able to cater the need of investment and resource 
funding of the neighboring nations. 

 India and Pakistan need to come together regarding the no use policy for nuclear weapons as this would bring 
much needed relief to the South Asia. 

 India needs to provide its huge domestic market for the goods and services from her smaller neighbors to give 
the impetus to their economies. There is also need to increase the trade and commerce among the South Asian 
nations. Strong economic ties are important for good relations among the nations. 

 India should not expect the treatment of reciprocity from her smaller neighbors. In fact India needs to be kind in 
offering financial resources and technical expertise to the neighbors. 

 There also need to encourage people to people, Business to Business ties and community interactions to bring 
people from varied backgrounds closer to each other. 

 Whole of South Asia lags behind in socio-economic and health parameters than the rest of the world. Thus India 
should devise institutional measures in improving the overall standard of living in South Asia. 

India has already taken efforts in such directions. India has built South Asia Satellite for the benefit of all its neighbors 
(except Pakistan). Further road connectivity project like BBIN is in the pipeline. India’s recent stand-off with China at 
Dokalam has increased India’s prestige as net security provider in the future against the Chinese domination in the 
region. The most immediate and important factor for India is to strengthen her economy so that its effect percolate 
to neighboring nations too. 
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Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests  

Q) What aspirations compelled India to actively involve in BRICS? Do you think China’s rise has compelled 

India to look at BRICS differently? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

BRICS 

BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa. Originally the first four were grouped as “BRIC” (or “the BRICs”), before the induction of South Africa in 
2010.The BRICS members are all leading developing or newly industrialized countries, but they are distinguished by 
their large, sometimes fast-growing economies and significant influence on regional affairs; all five are G-20 members. 

 

The BRIC countries are among the most important drivers for growth in the global economy. The expansion of their 
consumer markets and the rise of multinational companies coming from BRICs guarantee that BRICs will remain the 
center of attraction for companies facing international markets. 

The Indian aspirations from BRICS are: 

For more than two decades, building a multipolar world has been one of the central themes of India’s foreign policy. 
BRICS is an attempt to do so. 

Through BRICS India aspired to have cordial geopolitical relations with the Emerging nations such as Brazil and South 
Africa. 

The main reason for co-operation to start among the BRICs nation was the financial crises of 2008.The crises raised 
skepticism on the dollar-dominated monetary system. Establishment of strong economic cooperation in order to stand 
in case of global turmoil is one of the objectives of BRICS establishment. 

The BRICS group also acts as a bridge between developed and developing countries. For example, in the WTO, the 
BRICS countries are trying to promote a fair order regarding agricultural policies. They are attempting to promote the 
liberalization of the international economic order to diminish agricultural subsidies in the United States and the 
European Union, which would make developing countries’ agricultural products more competitive. 

The BRICS also formed an information-sharing and exchange platform that expands beyond economic cooperation to 
also involve educational, cultural, and environmental engagement. 

BRICS countries have a shared interest in challenging the current governance of Western financial institutions like the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank for that they have announced the establishment of the bank. 

The Chinese aspect for India in BRICS: 
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It is China’s economic might that makes the world take notice of this formation. While BRICS needs China, China 
doesn’t seem to be overly excited about this formation. It has instead chosen to focus on other Chinese-led initiatives 
like One Belt One Road (OBOR), Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and SCO. BRICS countries will need to 
resolve this China paradox to become a sustainable global coalition. 

China’s position as the primus inter pares in this group will have some impact on Indian side. As the realist theory of 
international relations suggests, authority to govern will be vested in the most powerful actor, which in the BRICS case 
is clearly China. 

The principle of justice and the conception of the common good will closely follow China’s interests. On the geo-
economic side, this means that the economic order proposed by BRICS will be closer to the East Asian Model rather 
than the Washington consensus model. 

The recent standoff at Doklam and other border related aspects has spoiled the relations to some extent that should 
not affect the BRICS as a group. 

India should use the BRICS platform to better the relations with China as follows: 

The BRICS development bank is the result of growing frustration among the BRICS nations on failure of IMF to 
implement 2010 IMF quota reforms. India has done long and continuous efforts for IMF reforms. The BRICS 
development has open new economic opportunities for cooperation between India and China. 

China is one of the most important member of BRICS due to its sheer economic size it adds economic muscle to the 
bargaining power of the BRICS. India must gain economic and political benefits from this aspect of Chinese presence 
in the BRICS. 

The BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) is a framework for providing protection against global liquidity 
pressures. This includes currency issues where members’ national currencies are being adversely affected by global 
financial pressures. India and China can cooperate in providing mutual protection from liquidity issues at global level. 

The ongoing crisis between India and china on Doklam plateau highlights the need of political cooperation and mutual 
constructive dialogue. BRICS platform must come to help in such critical times as well. 

This group has so far been successful in the race of approaching the aims and is also proved to be fruitful for all the 
members. The further motives of this group are heading to make this group meet its aim of enhancing the economies. 
It is always a better option to walk with others then to run alone. The path that India chose will lead India to overcome 
its long coming economic and political problems. 

Conclusion: 

China’s dominant role is not necessarily inimical to India’s interests. In fact, it means that India can utilise BRICS to play 
its role as a swing power between the US and China. From a purely realist angle, India is better off being a part of BRICS 
than being outside it. Once inside the club, the guiding principle for India’s commitment should be based on an 
assessment of marginal benefits and costs as India attempts to become the most powerful member of the group. 
 

Q) It is said that India’s partnership with Japan could be the cornerstone of a coalition to take on China’s 

economic, military might. How will this work out? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

After the Doklam issue and recently happened 9th BRICS conference it can be rightly said that is the win diplomacy for 
both India and China. The future of Chinese existence in Doklam region cannot be predicted at this movement, but it 
has given a very positive message at international front about the diplomatic success of two string nations in Asia. In 
this environment, The developing relations between India and Japan are equally encouraging. 

India Japan relations: encouraging scenario 

Narendra Modi launched the Asia-Africa Growth Corridor, a project New Delhi and Tokyo have conceived together. 

Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet train will probably reassert Japan’s will to build an ambitious strategic partnership with 
India. The two countries are quietly firming up plans to take their ties “beyond the bilateral” in the form of cooperation 
in building infrastructure and connectivity in 3rd countries. 
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Recently the PM of Japan called for boosting the country’s defenses in the face of North Korean threats, warning that 
Tokyo needs to be able to protect itself. 

The open sky agreement between India and Japan is also expected to bring down airfares , encourage connectivity 
and passenger travel between the two countries resulting in  reduction in airfares on these routes. 

Recently, India and Japan came together to deepen security linkages as well. This included collaboration on research 
into unmanned ground vehicles and robotics and the possibility of joint field exercises between their armies. 

Both countries have reaffirmed their commitment to work together for India to become a full member in multilateral 
export control regimes such as the NSG, Wassenaar Arrangement and the Australia Group. 

 

All these positive vibes in India Japan relations must not be seen as an option to India China relation or the strategy 
to challenge China, because: 

1. China is strongest economy in Asia and holds immense potential to be so in coming future as well. 

2. It is the largest trading partner of India, India simply cannot afford to economic cost of turning away from China 
in possibility of future opportunities. 

3. The border dispute between India and China are not fully solved. The Chinese behaviour about the border aspects 
can hardly predicted and thus it is always better to keep communication channels open for dialogues between 
two countries. 

4. The BRICS coalition is taking a very positive as it can be seen in recent success of 9thBRICS summit held in China. 
The decision to designate Pakistan based organisations as “terrorist” Islamist groups including the LeT, the 
Haqqani network, the TTP and Jaish-e-Mohammed is success for Indian side. 
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5. The Chinese stake at various locations such as Hambantota deep sea port in Srilanka and Gwadar cannot be 
challenged by India. 

All these aspects clearly indicate the Chinese strength and capabilities. India needs to balance the good relations with 
both Japan and China and must not see them as contrary to each other. It is not necessary always to choose between 
the two. Both China and Japan are important partners for India and thus a rational diplomatic strategy for balance is 
requirement of contemporary critical issues. 
 

Q) Is there any substance in China’s accusations that India is using anti-dumping measures as a form of 

trade war? Critically examine. Also comment on China’s accusations. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Binding tariffs and applying them equally to all trading partners (most-favoured-nation treatment, or MFN) are key to 
the smooth flow of trade in goods. The WTO agreements uphold the principles, but they also allow exceptions — in 
some circumstances. Three of these issues are: 

1. Actions taken against dumping (selling at an unfairly low price) 

2. Subsidies and special “countervailing” duties to offset the subsidies 

3. Emergency measures to limit imports temporarily, designed to “safeguard” domestic industries. 

What is an ‘Anti-Dumping Duty?’ 

An anti-dumping duty is a protectionist tariff that a domestic government imposes on foreign imports that it believes 
are priced below fair market value. Dumping is a process where a company exports a product at a price lower than the 
price it normally charges on its own home market. To protect local businesses and markets, many countries impose 
stiff duties on products they believe are being dumped in their national market. 

Part of the logic behind anti-dumping duties is to save domestic jobs, but they can also lead to higher prices for 
domestic consumers and reduce the international competition of domestic companies producing similar goods. 

Role of World Trade Organization in regulating anti-dumping duties: 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) operates a set of international trade rules. Part of the organization’s mandate is 
the international regulation of anti-dumping measures. The WTO does not regulate the actions of companies engaged 
in dumping. Instead, it focuses on how governments can or cannot react to dumping. In general, the WTO agreement 
allows governments to “act against dumping where there is genuine (material) injury to the competing domestic 
industry.” In other cases, the WTO intervenes to prevent anti-dumping measures. 

This intervention is justified to uphold the WTO’s free market principles. Anti-dumping duties distort the market. 
Governments cannot normally determine what constitutes a fair market price for any good or service; fair market 
value is whatever price the market will bear as determined by supply and demand. 

China acceded to the World Trade Organization (WTO) in December 2001. It can be observed that the entry into the 
WTO has helped China in pursuing its ambitions: its share in global manufacturing increased from 2% in 1991 to 7.5% 
in 2001 to more than 23% in 2013. 

Conditions for market economy status for China in Anti-dumping negotiations: 

The accession of China in WTO came with a clause that China could be treated as a non-market economy in anti-
dumping investigations if Chinese firms failed to establish that they operated under market economy conditions for a 
period of 15 years ending 11 December 2016 (Section 15(a) of China’s accession agreement). In case of failure by the 
Chinese firms to prove that they were operating in market economy conditions, the importing country could use 
alternative methodologies to compute the normal value and dumping margin of the imported goods. 

Analysis: 

 This clause particularly creating conflicts in anti-dumping negotiations . India has clarified on multiple occasions 
that it needs to consider Chinese firms as operating in a non-market economy due to the significant direct or 
indirect control of the state in firms’ operations and input factors such as raw material, power, land, and labour. 

 Recently, China accused India of starting a trade war when the latter decided to extend anti-dumping duty on 93 
products imported from China for another five years in August. 
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 China often mentions the usage of these alternative methodologies, such as surrogate approach (third country 
reference production costs method) in particular, as discriminatory and unfair trade practice by India and many 
other countries. 

 China also saw the deadline of December 2016 as an automatic route to get market economy status signed and 
sealed by all the member countries of WTO. But as per WTO rules China can’t secure market economy status 
automatically unless and until it meets the criteria as defined in the national laws of WTO member countries, 
including India. 

 It has been observed that China is not operating in good faith and it changes its stand based on convenience. On 
the contrary India is pursuing anti-dumping investigations across the board depending on the merits of the case 
rather than just targeting any one particular country. 

 There are also chances that China may put pressure on bilateral ties with India in one to one relation or through 
other regional platforms such as BRICS. 

India must hold the merit most in all cases as it always does. The culture of best practices and technicalities must 
prevail over biasness based on economic or political might of any WTO member such as China. 
 

Q) Discuss the geostrategic significance of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train deal to India and Japan. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Recent incidence: 

India will start work on its first bullet train — the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR) — on September 14. 
Funded by the Japan International Cooperative Agency (JICA), this project will be the biggest change Indian Railways 
has witnessed in post-Independence India. 

On expected lines there are 
huge economic benefits of this 
bullet train to India, but it also 
has the geo strategic 
connotation with respect to 
India Japan relation and overall 
Asian environment. 

The geostrategic importance 
of Bullet trains is: 

1. The bullet train is symbol 
of strong trust between 
the India and Japan as it 
involves the technology 
transfer at the core of this 
deal. In the light of 
prospering India Japan 
bilateral relations this 
technological transfer 
highlights the cordial 
overtone of India Japan 
relationship. 

2. The battle to export bullet train technology is clearly reflective of the broader rivalry between China and Japan 
for influence in Asia. By Choosing the Japan over cheaper Chinese technology shows independent stand taken by 
India. 

3. The bullet train will create substantial positive impact on Indian economy thus building the economic influence 
of country in Asia and thus all over the world. 
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4. In longer duration of time, this technology will reduce the dependence of India on Middle East countries for oil 
and other fuel products. 

5. Being the clean technology India will set an example for cleaner methods for mass transportation, especially for 
other developing countries. 

6. For Japan too, this deal has geostrategic meaning. Earlier Japan has lost with China in export of Bullet trains in 
Thailand and Indonesia. This deal is diplomatic win for Japan. 

Economic benefits of bullet train: 

1. 1. The Japan external trade organisation or JETRO will be assisting the Indian government in identifying potential 
areas for ‘Make In India’ localisation. Indian industry will gain further experience in managing large projects. A 
network of mid- and small-size enterprises will come up to support this manufacturing process and the ecosystem 
will eventually tap new Indian HSR requirements and export market possibilities. 

2. The trickle-down effects of opening avenues for cheaper housing, logistics hubs, and industrial units along the 
route will benefit smaller towns and cities. 

3. Construction activity will boost allied industries such as steel, cement and infrastructure. This will translate into 
additional logistics and warehousing demand. 

4. Managing a project of this complexity and scale will be a great learning experience for the Indian agencies 
involved, resulting in skill development. 

The low cost loan provided by Japan for this infrastructure project will save huge cost from Indian side. In geostrategic 
point of view, both India and Japan has inked this pact by sidelining the mighty China and its all-time assertive 
strategies. The time is yet to come to make comment on success of this project, yet a hope has been generated that, 
the high speed train will strengthen the India Japan relations as well. 
 

Q)  India and Japan share a commonality in the past and convergence of interests in the future. Comment. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction: 

2017 holds special significance since it marks a decade of Shinzo Abe’s celebrated speech at the Indian Parliament— 
‘Confluence of the Two Seas’, underscoring shared universal values and interests. Ten years down the line, India is 
envisioned as a critical strategic anchor in Japan’s latest ‘Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy’. India-Japan ‘Special 
Strategic and Global Partnership’, aimed at securing strategic stability and economic prosperity of the Indo-Pacific 
space, culminated into the Asia-Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC) this year. 

The history of the cordial relation between two countries is very long. The trade being one of the important 
components of relation both India and Japan has benefited both countries. 

The Convergence of interests between two nations can be seen through following points: 

 The year 2012 marked the 60th Anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between Japan and 
India. Various cultural events took place both in Japan and in India to promote mutual understanding between 
the two countries, under the theme of “Resurgent Japan, Vibrant India: New Perspectives, New Exchanges.” 

 India and Japan have unveiled an era of high-powered diplomacy. Bilateral and regional ambitions in the Indo-
Pacific have been clearly laid out in ‘India-Japan Vision 2025’. Japan has demonstrated its will to shoulder 
responsibilities in the Indian Ocean region under Abe’s vision for Japan as a ‘Proactive Contributor to Peace’. 

 There is a shared recognition that a stronger bilateral strategic partnership entails wider cooperation while 
responding to global and regional challenges and jointly contributing to the stability of the Indo-Pacific region. 
Both countries have stressed the value of deepening interaction between the respective governments and 
defence industries with the aim of enabling collaboration in defence and dual-use technologies. 

 As maritime democracies, both nations have argued for rules-based international order, freedom of navigation 
and over flight, unimpeded lawful commerce, and peaceful settlement of disputes. Where there is an alignment 
of interests, India has invested in strengthening relations with likeminded countries. 
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 Japan is increasingly emerging as a ‘natural partner for development of northeast.’9 India-Japan Coordination 
Forum on Development of Northeast was instituted in August 2017. Northeast is the space where Abe’s ‘Free and 
Open Indo-Pacific Strategy’ and Modi’s ‘Act East’ policy ‘converge’ as it is situated at an ‘important juncture 
between India and Southeast Asia as well as within Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) countries’. 

 Regional connectivity both within India and infrastructure development in Southeast Asia, South Asia and 
adjoining region —for instance Iran and Afghanistan with specific reference to development of Chabahar, and 
collaborative projects in Africa, have been accorded priority by both countries. 

 The 2016 India-Japan Joint Statement underscores the importance of coordinating bilaterally and with other 
countries to develop better regional connectivity and facilitating industrial networks. 

 

Conclusion: 

Japan’s attitude towards India has been shaped by a few important variables such as arrival of China as a major actor 
in international politics; decreasing US influence in the region; growing US interest vis-à-vis India; the need to secure 
trade and energy networks in critical maritime space; and tapping the emerging market potential. Meanwhile, India is 
cultivating Japan for investments in sustainable infrastructure; accessing civil nuclear technology in order to cater to 
the energy appetite of Indian economy; and securing supply of high-end defence technology. 
 

Q) With a favouring trend towards multilateralism, BRICS needs to be pegged at full potential. Comment 

on the effective of BRICS. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

Multilateralism has emerged as the most preferred method for the global trade and partnerships. Even amidst the 
arguments of the protectionism from some countries, multilateralism seems unstoppable phenomenon. BRICS 
countries though having mutual differences, need to cooperate to maintain its relevance in the present global 
scenario. 

 BRICS is group of emerging economies having vast potential to revive the global growth. The group which forms 
41% of the population of the world and 22% of the global GDP is seen as the propagator of the free trade and 
commerce. 
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 BRICS is also working to create alternative institutions to Bretton woods institutions which are dominated by 
North American and European nations. New development Bank and Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank have 
come up to resist the hegemony of the western nations. 

 In the geo-political matters, BRICS nations are working actively to settle the global/international disputes in an 
amicable ways and without disturbing the sovereignty of concerned nations. For eg peace in Afghanistan, North 
Korea etc. 

 BRICS can also form the solid foundation against the global terrorism as reflected in the recent Xiamen declaration 
of the 9th Summit of BRICS. 

Thus BRICS has not remained just economic block but is also participating in the geo-political issues concerning the 
security of the world. However effectiveness and efficacy of the BRICS forum is being questioned amidst the internal 
differences of the members. 

 There are few things common in the BRICS nations. While India, Brazil and South Africa are democratic nations, 
Russia is more of Authoritarian democracy and China as one party rule of communists. 

 Further India is drifting more towards USA which is antagonizing China and Russia and reducing the possibilities 
of deep cooperation between them. 

 Similarly tense and even hostile relations between India and China are limiting the scope of cooperation in the 
BRICS. Recent stand-off at Doklam, China’s special relationship with Pakistan, China vetoing India’s entry in NSG 
etc have hampered the possibilities of close cooperation among both countries at the BRICS platform. 

 Even many of the times BRICS nations found themselves on the opposing sides of the global issues making it very 
difficult to function with effectiveness. For eg Navigation in the South China Sea, WTO negotiations etc. 

 BRICS suffers from other infirmities as well. Brazil and South Africa are increasingly becoming peripheral to BRICS’ 
aims and objectives. Russia is currently more preoccupied with establishing its supremacy in Eurasia, and its 
interest in BRICS is not of the same order as in the past. This leaves only India, and limits the scope of BRICS to 
issues and regions such as Afghanistan that have featured in previous BRICS meetings. 

Thus BRICS to succeed, it is very important for the member nations to de-hyphenate their other global commitments 
and work as a cohesive body on minimum certain issues for mutual benefits. It is very important for BRICS to show 
path to other multilateral forums in the environment of rising voices for protectionism. 
 

Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, 

Indian diaspora. 

Q) In your opinion, what lessons governments across the world, including India, have learnt from 

meltdowns in 1997 and the one that emerged a decade later? In the light of recent events, critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The East Asian economic crisis is probably the most important economic event in the region of the past few decades. 
The great debate on causes is whether the blame should be allocated to domestic policies and practices or to the 
intrinsic and volatile nature of the global financial system. 

Lessons learned from crisis of 1997 are: 

 The export-driven growth strategy of the past can no longer deliver sustainable national growth, with or without 
capital controls. 

 Countries must continue pursuing sound macroeconomic policies. They need adequate fiscal space and 
international reserve buffers against future shocks. 

 The region requires greater revenue from tax reforms and better collection to finance infrastructure and social 
sector needs. 

 Countries need deeper and broader financial systems. Along with the sound banking sectors, they need strong 
capital markets in local currency bonds. 
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 Macro- and micro-prudential policies are critical to maintain financial stability. Cross-border capital flows, 
domestic credit growth, and asset price inflation should be monitored closely. 

 Asian countries must address climate change risks through both mitigation and adaptation measures. By using 
smart urban planning, cities should be made more resilient. 

 Human capital development is essential for countries to advance and avoid the middle-income trap. Education 
systems should equip people with the necessary skills and knowledge to adapt to a rapidly evolving technology 
and business environment. 

 Regional cooperation can mitigate risks from globalization. The Asian countries have some good examples of 
economic cooperation such as Asian economic forum. Other countries have a lot to do in order to promote 
common economic cooperation. 

Lessons to be learnt from 2008 financial crisis: 

 There is a need to refine the regulatory framework to avoid distorted incentives.The desires of private sector 
investors and the actions of the intermediaries were indeed influenced by the regulations they faced. 

 Probably the most widely cited problem to be uncovered is that capital regulations applied to banks encouraged 
them to store some of the new credit-related products in off-balance sheet vehicles. 

 Secondly, supervisors and regulators need to have the incentives and resources to look hard and deep at possible 
flaws in the risk management systems of the institutions they oversee. 

 An important third set of lessons relates to how to cope with the outcomes of crises of this new type. Bank 
resolution and deposit-insurance frameworks need to be strengthened and interagency coordination needs to 
be more effective. Central banks should remain well-informed and involved in the ongoing analysis of risks of the 
major financial institutions in their economies. 

 Obsolete tools and operational procedures have been replaced with others that are aimed at fixing the low 
volumes in interbank markets and getting these markets going again. 

Conclusion: 

We have learned, in fact re-learned, that while crises may manifest themselves in different ways, with new 
instruments, in new markets, and sometimes in newly created types of institutional frameworks, one of the items that 
remains the same is that “incentives” are often at the root of a crisis. There is need to disseminate the new best 
practices or rule-making throughout the world to foster a more secure global economic and financial environment. 
 

Q) Critically examine Britain’s recent visa policy towards Indian students and other various visa related 

issues faced by Indian students in Britain. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The culture of migration is not new to the country. In 21st century there are new horizons for the Indian students for 
purpose of academic development. Britain has been the destination for many Indian students as well as IT professional. 

India has been one of the largest markets for the British universities. The United Kingdom government has announced 
changes in its visa policy for non-EU nationals, which will affect a large number of Indians. 

Background: How does the British immigration system currently work? 

 There are different ways to come to live or settle permanently in the UK. Migrants fall into five broad categories: 
those coming for long-term work, students, temporary workers and visitors, refugees and asylum seekers and 
people arriving for family reasons. 

 There are different laws and policies governing each element of the system. For instance, on asylum, the UK has 
international obligations to provide refuge to people who have fled persecution. The most complicated part of 
the system is the broad criteria around economic migration. The rules for economic migration, which includes 
students, broadly divide migrants into two groups. 

 If a migrant is a citizen from one of the European Union’s member states (or one of the other counties in the 
European Economic Area – EEA), then they are free to compete for jobs in the UK. They are not subject to 
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immigration controls. If a person comes from anywhere else then system of awards points to migrants based on 
their skills, qualifications and experience applies. This is another area of concern for Indian students. 

 Britain is continuously working on the tightening of its immigration policy from last few years. There are many 
uncertainties at global platform with respect to the immigration policy of United Kingdom. 

 One of the issues of this debate is the argument by Britain that the Indian students overstay their visas. This kind 
of illegal stay needs to be curbed as per the British authorities. 

 The reduction in the number of fake universities in UK has impacted negatively on the number of Indian students 
is the another part of this heated debate. 

 As per Britain, students from outside the EEA make up 60% of the migrants whose movements can be restricted. 
It has been said that the government cannot meet its target by restricting workers alone. Thus non EEA students 
are on radar. 

 The key question after Brexit is whether the government will establish an entirely new system for EU nationals 
that give them preferential access to the labour market, or whether they will simply be subject to the controls 
that all other non-EU citizens currently face. 

 UK has toughened the regime in other ways, most notably by limiting the ability of students to work in Britain 
after their degree. Students have a maximum of four months after their degree to find a job, which has proved a 
major disincentive for many Indian students as well. 

It has been observed that, there is huge economic contribution the foreign students make to local economies across 
the UK (£25 billion a year in total). This contribution must get recognised and highlighted. The issues of Indian student 
does not stand alone, rather it is the component of overall British immigration policy. 
 

Q) Recently, the US ended amnesty scheme for young immigrants. Why this scheme was introduced? How 

will its end impact immigrants? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Donald Trump administration discontinued an Obama-era immigration reform measure that protected from 
deportation people who had entered the U.S. illegally as children. 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA): 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) is an American immigration policy established by the Obama 
administration in June 2012. The policy allows some individuals who entered the country as illegally as minors to 
receive a renewable two-year period of deferred action from deportation and eligibility for a work permit. 

Approximately 800,000 individuals—referred to as Dreamers after the DREAM Act bill—were enrolled in the program 
as of 2017. 

DACA increased the wages and labor force participation of DACA-eligible immigrants and reduced the number of 
unauthorized immigrant households living in poverty. Studies have shown that DACA increased the mental health 
outcomes for DACA-eligible immigrants and their children. 

The term Dreamers comes from the proposed DREAM Act, which would have given unauthorised immigrants legal 
status in exchange for attending college or joining the military. The bill was first introduced in 2001, and the latest 
version was voted down in the Senate in December 2010. 

Impact of this decision: 

The Trump has promised to remove DACA in his Presidential campaign and thus the decision is not the surprise as 
such. The DACA has generally viewed as a humanitarian policy by American government towards minor who became 
illegal migrants with their parents. 

There will be demonstration and protest against American government that may damage the image of the government 
as an anti-humane. 

The undocumented population of Indians is quickly growing in the United States, according to government estimates. 
Undocumented Indian youth who have DACA status are now in a position where they don’t know if they can keep 
their jobs or if they have to live in fear of immigration. 
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The American economy could lose out on about $280 billion if the Trump Administration deports the undocumented 
who qualified for the program. 

Once considered as flag bearer of freedom and justice, this decision of USA will surely draw international criticism for 
its conservative policies in recent times. 
 

Q) Immigration Policies based on merit may serve the host country’s interest of retaining talent but 

questions the humanitarian component of the process. Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction: 

Immigration is defined as the movement of people from their home country or region to another country, of which 
they are not native, to live. There are specific economic factors that contribute to immigration, including the desire to 
obtain higher wage rates, improve the standard of living, have better job opportunities, and gain an education. Non-
economic factors are also significant and include leaving a home country due to persecution, ethnic cleansing, 
genocide, war, natural disasters, and political control (for example, dictatorship). Throughout history, with improved 
transportation and technology, immigration has become increasingly common worldwide. Immigration numbers 
impact both the home country and the host country. 

The issue of immigration and the international response to it has become the important aspect today. This can be seen 
recent Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) issues in USA and Rohingyas fleeing from Rakhine state in 
Myanmar. The state actions against minority groups affect the lives of people to very large extent and many times 
create long lasting impact on them. 

 

Immigration has both positive and negative effects on the host and home countries including population totals, 
employment, and production. 

Net Immigration Rate: This graph shows the worldwide net immigration rate in 2011. The blue shows positive rates, 
the orange is negative, green is stable, and gray represents no data available. It is predicted that global immigration 
rates will continue to increase in the future. 

Reasons to control immigration on Merit basis are: 

 The higher population numbers placed strain on the infrastructure and services within the host country. The merit 
based policy is convenient for host country as it allows selective immigration. 

 Merit based immigration policy can be used to allow intellectual and skilled people to migrate. Such policy founds 
beneficial for economy of host country in longer terms. 

 Host countries are faced with a variety of challenges due to immigration including population surges, support 
services, employment, and national security. 
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 When immigrants move to a new country, they are faced with many unknowns, including finding employment 
and housing, as well as adjusting to new laws, cultural norms, and possibly a new language. It can be a challenge 
for a host country to assimilate immigrants into society and provide the necessary support. 

 There are chances that High immigration numbers may threaten national identity, increase dependence on 
welfare, and threaten national security (through illegal immigration or terrorism). 

 Immigration of foreign people may lead to generation of majoritarism and movement against immigrants by 
native people. Such condition may create law and order problem in host country. 

Cons of merit based immigration policy: 

 This kind policy is not in resonance with philosophy of International Convention on the Protection of the Rights 
of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. 

 Merit based policy is discriminatory at its very core due to its selective approach. The more skilled get priority 
over less skilled. Such policy attracts the international Ethics. 

 Merit based policy may vary as per the political setup. This can be observed in recent issue in USA about Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). 

 Merit based policy may be based on gender, ethnicity or religion of migrating people. Such policies do not suit 
the understanding of modern world. 

Conclusion: 

It is clear that immigration can be beneficial for migrants, but only if their rights are protected properly. It can also be 
economically beneficial for both countries of origin and host countries; however, with present economic and trading 
structures it is the rich and powerful countries that benefit most. Migration brings social and cultural pressures that 
need to be taken into account in planning for future services. 
 

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

Q) “Countries need to rise above national interest and ally loyalties to ensure the UN serves its purpose 

of an impactful intergovernmental organisation.” Comment with special focus on India’s UN 

diplomacy.  (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Indian Express 

As a founding member of the United Nations, India strongly supports the purposes and principles of the UN and has 
made significant contributions in implementing the goals of the Charter, and the evolution of the UN’s specialised 
programmes and agencies. The UN reforms and it potential to work more efficiently for global peace is under 
continuous discourse at International level. 

Multilateral diplomacy of India is the practice of involving more than two nations or parties in achieving diplomatic 
solutions to supranational problems. UN is most suitable platform for it. 

There is need of finding out a common ground for countries to unite under UN umbrella, because: 

 Preventive diplomacy is the emerging concept at International level. Preventive diplomacy refers to diplomatic 
action taken to prevent disputes from escalating into conflicts and to limit the spread of conflicts when they 
occur. As India has many border issues with neighbouring countries, this kind of diplomacy is way ahead. 

 UN reforms must be taken on agenda with a multilateral participation. UNSC reforms have been the bone of 
contention from long back. The justification for rational representation to many countries in the world has been 
well accepted and thus needs to push forward collectively. 

 The work of the United Nations in conflict prevention extends well beyond traditional preventive diplomacy to 
involve a broad constellation of United Nations entities operating across a wide range of relevant disciplines — 
poverty-eradication and development, human rights and the rule of law, elections and the building of democratic 
institutions, the control of small arms, to name just a few. This has been the part of India’s soft diplomacy as well. 
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 UN must be held at the upmost level due to rising conflicts in International spaces, such as International waters 
and Artic region. As old ideological divisions break down at the UN, India must now take the lead in promoting 
practical solutions to international challenges. The changes in foreign policy of India also highlights the tilt 
towards realpolitik that only ideological stand. 

 India has become successful at United Nations, to push for principle of non-interventionism. This needs to be 
continued in future as well. 

 Terrorism is an international worry that has international characters. Multilateral diplomacy of creating pressure 
on havens of terrorism is best solution to counter terrorism. India being one of the victim, must apply multilateral 
diplomacy to get desired results. 

 Today, attention is turning to issues such as infectious diseases, environmental degradation, electronic crimes, 
weapons of mass destruction, and the impacts of new technologies, which in the past would have been the 
concern of individual nations but have now grown to international stature. The UN’s capacity to deal with these 
questions must also grow. 

Conclusion: 

India has always been the important player in the various issue linked with UN, as it’s also member of G4 countries 
and one of the largest contributor in peacekeeping force. It is the high time to apply multilateral diplomacy with 
efficient application of multi-track diplomacy also. 

Additional information: 

India and UN: 

1. India’s Contribution to UN Efforts for Peace and Disarmament: Since independence, India has consistently 
pursued the objective of global disarmament based on the principles of non-discrimination. Given the destructive 
capacity of nuclear weapons, India has always believed that a world free of nuclear weapons would enhance 
global security. 

2. India as Supporter of Human Rights in the UN: India is a strong supporter of the UN efforts for protection of 
human rights. Ever since the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights in December 1948, India has cooperated in implementation of human rights related decisions and 
resolutions. The two human rights covenants have received India’s wholehearted support. 

3. An important issue being addressed to in India is to empower women by the Panchayati Raj System. The 
Government of India, assisted by UNDP and UNICEF (United Nations Children‟s Fund) has initiated massive 
country-wide training programme to equip about 8,00,000 women members of the Panchayats to manage local 
government effectively and transform them into effective agents of social change. Once considered “invisible” in 
the economy, women today are an important percentage of the country’s workforce. 

4. India’s Efforts for Permanent Seat in UN Security Council: Since the UN Charter came into force in 1945, there 
have only five permanent members (P-5) in the Security Council and each had the power to veto decisions of a 
majority of other members. Three of the five are European, representing about ten percent of humanity, while 
only one is Asian, representing more than 30 per cent of humanity. India believes its permanent membership of 
the Council would moderate the arbitrariness of the present permanent members in decision-making matters, 
particularly to do with international peace and security. Indeed, India wants to be involved in the steering and 
have a say in these matters. 

5. Peace keeping forces: India always played a significant role in the UN Peace Keeping Operations. India has always 
viewed UN as a vehicle for peace and for peaceful change in world politics. Apart from this, India has always 
expected UN to actively involve countries to moderate their differences through talks or negotiations. 

 

Q) Modern slavery is far more difficult to curb and needs a multi pronged strategy. Discuss.(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Modern slavery is the term that refers to a situation in which a person has taken away another’s freedom so they can 
be exploited. All forms of modern slavery continue to exist in India, including intergenerational bonded labor, forced 
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child labor, commercial sexual exploitation, forced begging, forced recruitment into non-state armed groups and 
forced marriages. 

Complicated nature of modern slavery and strategy to curb it: 

 It is hard to know exactly how many people is subject to slavery, the lack of information is the very first step to 
deal with issue of modern slavery. 

 Social security is essential need of human being. Exploitation happens due to demand of labour in low quality 
environment in informal sector one side and lack of basic livelihood on other. Government must intervene to 
push good working conditions in manufacturing units by random inspection and regulations. 

 Modern slavery can be dealt effectively by improving the job profiles of the woman in society. Poverty forces 
many women to accept unfriendly conditions of work that leads to sexual exploitation. Labour courts must act 
proactively for grievance redressal in such cases. 

 Under registration of manufacturing unit allows owners to take maximum labour output by forcing people into 
modern slavery. Online registration drive must be taken up by local governance institutions can enhance the 
accountability, regulation and possible damage control. Technology can play excellent role if applied with zeal. 

 It appeared that bonded labour reflected debt lending practices and continuation of a feudal mindset. Financial 
inclusion along with awareness drive about the government facilities for economically weaker sections of the 
society will save people from bonded labour. 

 Domestic workers are a particularly vulnerable group as work takes place in private homes and largely out of the 
reach of regulation. Legal provision to protect person at work place must include the domestic work category as 
well. 

 The subsequent demand for brides, particularly in rural communities where many girls of marriageable age have 
migrated to cities for employment, has fuelled the trafficking of women for forced marriage. These gender 
specific migrations need special attention and intervention by state. Efforts of various non-state organisation , 
international organisations must work in symphony to change the very mindset of underage marriages. 

 A number of regions in India continue to experience armed violence and conflict between state-armed forces and 
armed opposition groups (AOGs).There is ongoing evidence to suggest that children are forcibly recruited into 
AOGs in Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan and many states. Efficient law and order must be implemented in 
order to curb this kind of specific modern slavery. 

 The most effective and durable way to prevent all forms of extreme exploitation lies in the self-organisation of 
workers and in their efforts at collective bargaining, especially through trade unions and workers’ collectives. 
Government must support such budding efforts against powerful entities that forces slavery on marginalised 
sections of the society. 

Conclusion: 

The SDG 8.7 calls for immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery and human 
trafficking, and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour, including recruitment and 
use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labour in all its forms. Honourable constitution of India provides 
fundamental right of life and liberty under article 21 that prohibit any kind of slavery. 

Supplementary information: 

Recent incidence: 

International Labour Organisation (ILO) has released new global estimates of modern slavery 

A group of over 40 activists and academics from different parts of the world have released a 25-point signed statement 
urging India to ensure a more effective implementation of labour law protections to eliminate modern slavery and 
forced labour in line with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
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DIAG : Statistics 

 

Global Slavery Index 

The Global Slavery Index is an annual study of world-wide slavery conditions by country published by the Walk Free 
Foundation (founded by Andrew Forrest). In 2016, the study estimated a total of 45.8 million people to be in some 
form of modern slavery in 167 countries. 

The report includes three data points for each country: 

 National estimates of the prevalence of modern slavery 

 Vulnerability measures 

 An assessment of the strength of government responses 
 

Q) Why was  UN Human Rights Council (HRC) established? Discuss its mandate and significance of 

its Universal Periodic Review (UPR) process. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Ans- 

UN Human Rights Council and its mandate- 

 The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) is United Nations’ inter-governmental body responsible for 
promoting and protecting human rightsaround the world.  

 The General Assembly established the UNHRC by adopting a resolution in 2006, in order to replace the previous 
CHR, which had been heavily criticized for allowing countries with poor human rights records to be members. 
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 The UNHRC addresses human rights-related situations in all UN member states. The UNHRC also addresses 
important thematic human rights issues such as freedom of associationand assembly, freedom of 
expression, freedom of belief and religion, women’s rights, LGBT rights, and the rights of racial and ethnic 
minorities. 

 The UNHRC is the successor to the UN Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR), and is a subsidiary body of the UN 
General Assembly. The UN General Assembly elects the members who occupy the UNHRC’s 47 seats. The General 
Assembly takes into account the candidate States’ contribution to the promotion and protection of human rights, 
as well as their voluntary pledges and commitments in this regard. The term of each seat is three years, and no 
member may occupy a seat for more than two consecutive terms. The seats are distributed among the UN’s 
regional groups as follows: 13 for Africa, 13 for Asia, six for Eastern Europe, eight for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and seven for the Western European and Others Group. 

Significance of the Universal Periodic Review (URP) process- 

 The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a process established by the Geneva-based UN Human Rights Council 
(HRC), under which the human rights record of each of the UN’s 193 member countries is peer-reviewed every 
four or five years. Such periodic review can reinforce the efforts in preserving human rights all over the world. 

 Under the HRC’s UPR, every country has the opportunity to make recommendations on every other country’s 
human rights record. Thus it is first of its kind platform provided at international level that would allow scrutiny 
of every nation by rest of the world community. 

 Although the recommendations are not binding on the member countries, they carry the moral imprimatur of 
the international community behind them. Thus no country can easily overlook or neglect them. 

 URP allows close scrutiny of every human rights issues confronting the world and bringing them before the world 
community. 

URP has been novel concept in censuring the nations violating the human rights. This institutional mechanism must 
be supported and strengthened to ensure that human rights are protected and respected all over the world.  

Extra information- 

Recently India was subjected to such peer-to-peer review at UNHRC in the third URP and around 250 
recommendations were made to it. Some of them are- 

Countries including Switzerland and Pakistan asked for the abolition of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA); 
several countries like Germany and the United States said the use of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act to 
harass and intimidate NGOs should end; 10 countries raised concerns over restrictions to freedom of assembly and 
association; 15 countries said they were concerned about growing violence, including mob violence. Ten countries 
asked India to criminalize marital rape, and 30 said they were concerned about growing violence against women. Most 
of the 152 recommendations that India accepted pertained to sustainable development goals related to eliminating 
poverty, access to safe drinking water, sanitation and improving protection for women and children. 
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