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NOTE: Please remember that following  ‘answers’ are NOT ‘model answers’. They 

are NOT synopsis too if we go by definition of the term. What we are providing is 

content that both meets demand of the question and at the same time gives you extra 

points in the form of background information. 
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General Studies Paper - I 
 

Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues  

Q) Write a note on the Derozio Affair and its significance. (200 Words) 

EPW 

“My Country! In the days of Glory Past 

A beauteous halo circled round thy brow 

And worshiped as deity thou wast, 

Where is that Glory, where is that reverence now? 

Thy eagle pinion is chained down at last, 

And grovelling in the lowly dust art thou, 

Thy minstrel hath no wreath to weave for thee, 

save the sad story of thy misery  ” 

: Henry Louis Vivian Derozio 

(From book To India – My Native Land) 

Henry Louis Vivian Derozio (18 April 1809 – 26 December 1831) was an Indian poet and assistant headmaster of Hindu 
College, Kolkata, a radical thinker and one of the first Indian educators to disseminate Western learning and science 
among the young men of Bengal. 

Significance of Derozio’s work: 

His ideas had a profound influence on the social movement that came to be known as the Bengal Renaissance in early 
19th century Bengal. 

Derozio’s intense zeal for teaching and his interactions with students created a sensation at Hindu College. His students 
came to be known as Derozians. He organised debates where ideas and social norms were freely debated. In 1828, he 
motivated them to form a literary and debating club called the Academic Association. 

Derozio was generally considered an Anglo-Indian, being of mixed Portuguese descent, but he was fired by a patriotic 
spirit for his native Bengal, and considered himself Indian. Derozio was perhaps the first nationalist poet of Modern 
India. 

Despite being viewed as something of an iconoclast by others like Alexander Duff and other (largely evangelical) 
Christian Missionaries; later in Duff’s Assembly’s Institution, Derozio’s ideas on the acceptance of the rational spirit 
were accepted partly as long as they were not in conflict with basic tenets of Christianity, and as long as they critiqued 
orthodox Hinduism. 

Derozio was an atheist but his ideas are generally believed to be partly responsible for the conversion of upper caste 
Hindus like Krishna Mohan Banerjee and Lal Behari Dey to Christianity. 

His ideas were far ahead of the time and thus could not attract the attention of large section of the society. Derozio 
failed to address the local issues such as peasant problems or labour problems. This lacuna of his work made his work 
concentrated in small area and upto limited number of people. 
 

Q) What were the causes and consequences of the great Bengal Famine of 1942-43? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The British had a ruthless economic agenda when it came to operating in India and that did not include empathy for 
native citizens. Under the British Raj, India suffered countless famines. But the worst hit was Bengal. The first of these 
was in 1770, followed by severe ones in 1783, 1866, 1873, 1892, 1897 and lastly 1943-44. Previously, when famines 
had hit the country, indigenous rulers were quick with useful responses to avert major disasters. After the advent of 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
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British rule, most of the famines were a consequence of monsoonal delays along with the exploitation of the country’s 
natural resources by the British for their own financial gain. Yet they did little to acknowledge the havoc these actions 
wrought. 

Reasons of famine: 

 Under the Mughal rule, peasants were required to pay a tribute of 10-15 percent of their cash harvest. This 
ensured a comfortable treasury for the rulers and a wide net of safety for the peasants in case the weather did 
not hold for future harvests. In 1765, the Treaty of Allahabad was signed and the East India Company took over 
the task of collecting the tributes from the then Mughal emperor Shah Alam II. Overnight the tributes, the British 
insisted on calling them tributes and not taxes for reasons of suppressing rebellion, increased to 50 percent. The 
peasants were not even aware that the money had changed hands. They paid, still believing that it went to the 
Emperor. 

 Partial failure of crops was quite a regular occurrence in the Indian peasant’s life. That is why the surplus stock, 
which remained after paying the tributes, was so important to their livelihood. But with the increased taxation, 
this surplus deteriorated rapidly. 

 Underlying causes of the famine included inefficient agricultural practices, dense population, and de-
peasantisation through debt bondage and land grabbing. 

 The colonial rulers continued to ignore any warnings that came their way regarding the famine. 

 Proximate causes of famine comprise localised natural disasters (a cyclone, storm surges and flooding, and rice 
crop disease) combined with the consequences of war such as: 

 Initial, general war-time inflation of both demand-pull and monetary origin 

 Loss of rice imports due to the Japanese occupation of Burma (modern Myanmar) 

 Near-total disruption of Bengal’s market supplies and transport systems by the preemptive, defensive scorched 
earth tactics of the Raj (the “denial policies” for rice and boats); 

 Massive inflation brought on by repeated policy failures, war profiteering, speculation, and perhaps hoarding. 

 The government prioritised military and defense needs over those of the rural poor, allocating medical care and 
food immensely in the favour of the military, labourers in military industries, and civil servants. 

Consequences of famine: 

 The two waves – starvation and disease – also interacted and amplified one another, increasing the excess 
mortality. Widespread starvation and malnutrition first compromised immune systems, and reduced resistance 
to disease led to death by opportunistic infections. 

 The social disruption and dismal conditions caused by a cascading breakdown of social systems brought mass 
migration, overcrowding, poor sanitation, poor water quality and waste disposal, increased vermin, and unburied 
dead. All of these factors are closely associated with the increased spread of infectious disease. 

 Men sold their small farms and left home to look for work or to join the army, and women and children became 
homeless migrants, often travelling to Calcutta or another large city in search of organised relief leading to huge 
migration. 

 One of the classic symptoms of famine is that it tends to intensify the exploitation of women; sales of women 
and girls, for example, tend to increase. Even before the famine, sexual exploitation of poor, rural, lower-caste 
and tribal women by the jotedars had at times been socially sanctioned, and during the crisis, women turned to 
prostitution in great numbers. 

 Another severe hardship of the crisis – the “cloth famine” – left nearly the entire population of the immiserated 
poor in Bengal naked or clothed in scraps through the winter. The British military consumed nearly all the textiles 
produced in India by purchasing Indian-made boots, parachutes, uniforms, blankets, and other goods at steep 
discount rates. 

 The famines lead to widespread unsanitary conditions, catastrophic hygiene standards, and the spread of disease. 
The “cloth famine” saw a scarcity of clean clothing, or any clothing at all. Disposal of corpses in rivers and other 
water supplies contaminated drinking water. Large scale migration led to the abandonment of the utensils and 
facilities necessary for washing clothes, preparing food, and taking care of other necessities of life. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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All this clearly indicate that we must not forget our past in this era of abundance of almost everything. There must be 
self-restrain at individual level to use food and other resources judiciously in order to make our own choice morally 
right as well. 
 

Q) It is said that the most important historical event of the last two decades has been the battle over the 

Narmada dam. Do you agree? Discuss critically the socio-cultural, political and economic significance of 

the Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA). (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

Introduction- 

The ‘Narmada Bachao Andolan’ led by leaders like Medha Patkar, Baba Amte etc is one of the most significant protest 
movement that Independent India has ever seen. The ‘Narmada Bachao’ movement has attracted international 
attention and many prominent intellectuals of the country have enlisted their support to the movement. The Supreme 
Court, the highest judicial authority in the country, has already delivered significant judgments on quite a few issues 
relating to this project. 

The battle over the Narmada dam is termed as the most important event of the last two decades because of 
following reasons- 

 Large numbers of stakeholders like indigenous people, environmental activists, and academic, scientific and 
cultural professionals participated and founded a cluster of NGOs. The extent of participation was unprecedented 
in the history of independent India. These NGOs allied in 1989 to form the Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA), or 
the ‘Save Narmada Movement’, led by Medha Patkar. 

 Unlike other social justice organizations in India at the time, the NBA directly opposed dam construction 
altogether and proposed various development alternatives, including decentralized methods of water harvesting. 

 It was this movement where techniques like fasts, hunger strikes and Satyagrahas were used on large scale to 
oppose the building of dam. 

 World Bank had withdrawn its support and funding to the dam after large scale protest and socio-economic and 
environmental concerns. It was the first time that World Bank’s policy decision was influenced by the people’s 
movement. 

 The movement also attracted large scale international attraction particularly regarding human rights violation 
and environmental concerns. 

Significance of the Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA)- 

Socio-cultural- 

 Different sections of society like women, farmers, social activists, environmentalists and human rights activists 
were united against single cause. 

 Increased awareness- the movement succeeded in increasing the awareness of common people about the human 
rights, pros and cons of large hydro projects, plight of displaced people etc 

 The movement brought large number of women into the struggle. In fact the movement was led and organized 
by a women leader. 

One of the unintended consequences of the NBA was that it divided the Gujarati society into two groups. One opposing 
the construction of the dam consists of indigenous and displaced people and the other supporting group of urban 
people who were expecting the benefits out of such project. 

Political- 

 The use of political techniques such as peaceful marches, satyagraha etc of the NBA against the democratically 
elected government shows the evolution of Indian democracy. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/18/1-said-important-historical-event-last-two-decades-battle-narmada-dam-agree-discuss-critically-socio-cultural-political-economic-sig/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/18/1-said-important-historical-event-last-two-decades-battle-narmada-dam-agree-discuss-critically-socio-cultural-political-economic-sig/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/18/1-said-important-historical-event-last-two-decades-battle-narmada-dam-agree-discuss-critically-socio-cultural-political-economic-sig/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/narmada-dam-built-despite-attempts-to-stop-it-says-pm/article19705967.ece
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 Pan-Indian integration- the struggle was not limited to Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh only but the NBA received 
the support from across the nation and even from other political leaders such as Nitish Kumar. 

 It was one of its kind political struggle in the history of independent India that has aroused the political 
consciousness of masses and has inspired other such movements against forceful displacement. 

Amidst of all these political events, the state government in Gujarat has been accused of mishandling the protest and 
indulging into human rights’ violations. 

Economic- 

 The NBA made World Bank to withdraw its assistance for the project. Thus government had to bear the whole 
cost of the project resulting into delays in the constructions of the dams. 

 The NBA has brought the issue of sustainable development to the fore and has made government to re-prioritize 
the various dimensions of constructing large projects. 

Conclusion- 

The Sardar Sarovar dam has finally been completed and dedicated to the nation by the honorable Prime Minister of 
India. However the struggle ensued during the last two decades against the constructions of the dams would stand as 
an example for the future movements and may ensure the preservation of rights of the affected people while 
maintaining the pace of the infrastructural development. 

Supplementary information- 

Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA) is a social movement consisting of Adivasis, farmers, environmentalists and human 
rights activists against the number of large dams being built across the Narmada River, which flows through the states 
of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. Sardar Sarovar Dam in Gujarat is one of the biggest dams on the river 
and was one of the first focal points of the movement. It is one of the many dams under the Narmada Dam Project. 
The main aim of the project is to provide irrigation and electricity to people in these states. 

Medha Patkar has been the guiding light of the movement. She has organized several fasts and satyagrahas. Patkar 
has also been to jail because of her desire to achieve right to life and livelihood for the suppressed people. 

Another popular figure was Baba Amte, known for his work against leprosy. He published a booklet called Cry O 
Beloved Narmada in 1989 to protest against the construction of the dams. 

Amongst the major celebrities who have shown their support for Narmada Bachao Andolan are Booker 
Prize winner Arundhati Roy and Aamir Khan. 

The Supreme Court ruled for Andolan, effecting an immediate stoppage of work at the dam and directing the 
concerned states to complete the rehabilitation and replacement process. 

It deliberated on this issue further for several years and finally upheld the Tribunal Award and allowed the construction 
to proceed, subject to conditions. The court introduced a mechanism to monitor the progress of resettlement pari 
passu with the raising of the height of the dam through the Grievance Redressal Authorities (GRA) in each party state. 
The decision referred in this document, given in 2000 after 7 years of deliberations, has paved the way for completing 
the project to attain full envisaged benefits. The court’s final line of the order states, “Every endeavour shall be made 
to see that the project is completed as expeditiously as possible”. 
 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions 

from different parts of the country. 

Q) Why was Bhagat Singh jailed and executed by the British? What implications did Bhagat Singh’s 

execution have on India’s national movement? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Indian has got the heritage of freedom fighters before it got the independence. Many freedom fighters sacrificed their 
lives in order get the freedom and martyr Bhagat Singh is one of them. Bhagat is known as one of the intelligent, 
aggressive and ambition-oriented people in the history of India who fought till his last breath. Following lines said by 
him explains much about his ideas. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
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‘Revolution’ does not necessarily involve sanguinary strife nor is there any place in it for individual vendetta. It is not 
the cult of the bomb and the pistol. By ‘Revolution’ we mean that the present order of things, which is based on manifest 
injustice, must change. 

                                                                                               : Bhagat Singh 

Recent incidence: 

Pakistani lawyer Mr. Qureshi is fighting to prove the legendary Indian freedom fighter Bhagat Singh’s innocence in a 
Lahore court. His petition wants the court to set aside the sentence of Singh by exercising principles of review and 
order the government to honour him with a state award. 

Reasons for arrest and execution of Bhagat Singh: 

Bhagat Singh was charged with attempt to murder under section 307 of the Indian Penal Code. On April 8, 1929, Bhagat 
Singh and B.K. Dutt threw a bomb in the Central Legislative Assembly “to make the deaf hear” as their leaflet described 
the reason for their act. Bomb was thrown to protest the repressive Public Safety Bill and Trades Dispute Bill and the 
arrest of 31 labour leaders in March 1929. 

Bhagat Singh and Dutt were accused of throwing bombs ‘to kill or cause injuries to the King Majesty’s subjects’. The 
magistrate committed both of the revolutionaries’ to the session’s court, which was presided over by Judge Leonard 
Middleton. 

Bhagat Singh was executed by the British after a sham trial for his involvement in the Lahore Conspiracy Case at the 
age of twenty-three on 23 March, 1931. 

Implication of Bhagat Singh’s execution on Indian nation movement: 

 The arrest of Bhagat Singh and B K Dutt created the environment of new enthusiasm and energy in Indian national 
movement. The arrest was seen as an injustice by British government. 

 Bhagat Singh used his court appearances as a forum for revolutionary propaganda to advocate the 
revolutionaries’ point of view and, in the process, rekindle patriotic sentiments in the hearts of the people. 

 The revolutionaries’ strategy was to boycott the proceedings. They showed no interest in the trial and adopted 
an attitude of total indifference. They did not have any faith in the court and realized that the court had already 
made up its mind. 

 In his jail term Bhagat Singh and other revolutionaries tried hard to bring the prison reforms by method of fasting. 
This group was one of the first efforts in country with respect to prison reforms. 

 The execution of Bhagat Singh gave the socialistic colors to the INM along with ongoing efforts by Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Subhash Chandra Bose as well. 

 Bhagat Singh’s arrest provided new Philip to the Indian press , both English and Vernacular. His act of throwing 
pamphlets in court marked the importance of clear information dissemination for success of any organised action. 

 Bhagat Singh’s execution attracted youth and peasant’s participation in Indian national movement. 

Bhagat Singh in Indian National movement: 

 Bhagat Singh was an outstanding revolutionary and martyr of the Indian anti-colonial movement. He represented 
the youth who were dissatisfied with Gandhian politics and groped for revolutionary alternatives. 

 He became a confirmed atheist, socialist and communist. He realised that the overthrow of British rule should be 
accompanied by the socialist reconstruction of Indian society and for this political power must be seized by the 
workers. 

 Bhagat Singh was critical of the individual terrorism which was prevalent among the revolutionary youth of his 
time and realised the need for mass mobilisation by the Communist Party. In his final writings he argued that the 
HRA party had to organise the workers and the peasantry. 

 If we are to locate the role Bhagat Singh played within this movement, it is necessary to understand that Bhagat 
Singh was young man who because of his interest in studying and his keen sense of history gave to the 
revolutionary tradition a goal beyond the elimination of the British. A clarity of vision and determination of 
purpose distinguished Bhagat Singh from other leaders of the National Movement. He was the only alternative 
to Gandhi and the Indian National Congress, especially for the youth. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Conclusion: 

Even though Bhagat Singh’s methods were wrong, his dedication to a cause is worthy of emulation. His fearlessness 
came from an inner determination and was reinforced by his extensive reading. That too is worthy of being followed. 
Bhagat Singh himself would have frowned upon a jingoistic, non-nuanced adoption of any of our heroes. That may be 
the most important lesson of all for today’s young. 
 

Topic: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

Q) It is said that the aspiration for self-rule of the hill people in Darjeeling is more than a century old. 

Examine the historical background of the demand for creation of Gorkhaland. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Wire 

Gorkhaland is a proposed statehood demand from the Indian state of West Bengal. The demand for a separate 
administrative unit in Darjeeling has existed since 1907, when the Hillmen’s Association of Darjeeling submitted a 
memorandum to Minto-Morley Reforms demanding a separate administrative setup. 

Gorkhaland consists of Nepali-speaking people of Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Kurseong and other hilly districts. The people 
belonging to these areas hardly have any connection with the Bengali community and are different in ethnicity, culture 
and language. 

 

Timeline of the Gorkhaland crisis: 

1907- The first demand for Gorkhaland is submitted to Morley-Minto Reforms panel. After that on several occasions 
demands were made to the British government and then government of Independent India for separation from 
Bengal. 

1952- The All India Gorkha League submits a memorandum to then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru demanding 
separation from the state of Bengal. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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1955- Daulat Das Bokhim, the President of District Shamik Sangh submits a memorandum to the chairman, State 
Reorganisation Committee demanding the creation of separate state consisting of Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and Cooch 
Behar district. 

1977- 81: The West Bengal government passes a unanimous resolution supporting the creation of an autonomous 
district council consisting Darjeeling and related areas. The bill is forwarded to Central Government for consideration 
of this matter. In 1981, the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi receives a memorandum from Pranta Parishad, 
demanding a separate state. 

1980-90: The demand for Gorkhaland was intensified in the 1980s under the leadership of Gorkha National Liberation 
Front supremo Subhas Ghising. The movement turns violent during the period of 1986-88, and around 1,200 people 
are killed. After a two-year long protest, the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC) is finally formed in 1988. 

2007- At the last phase of left front’s regime, the mass movement for Gorkhaland takes place under the leadership of 
Gorkha Janmurti Morcha (GJM) supremo Bimal Gurung. The 2007 Gorkha uprising intensifies, following the 2005 
Centre and state government initiative for a permanent solution of this region by bringing it to the sixth schedule of 
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the constitution giving some degree of autonomy to a predominantly tribal area. But the Gorkhas opposed this sixth 
schedule and demand statehood gains pace. The four-year long movement comes to an end after new CM Mamata 
Banerjee’s declaration of Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA) and Gurung is made its leader. 

Conclusion: 

The demands for separate statehood in India have been there even before India’s Independence. Even after the state 
re-organization of 1956, there were demands from various corners of the country for the creation of a separate state. 
Linguistic, cultural, ethnic and economic distinctions can be traced as the core reasons behind these demands. What 
happens in Gorkhaland will affect India-Nepal relations too. Gorkhaland has a strategic location; it’s vicinity to the 
chicken neck that connects rest of India with North East. Its stability is must for India’s strategic and economic interests 
of the nation. 
 

Topic: Political philosophies; Nationalism, Regionalism 

Q) What do you understand by subnationalism? Is it a threat to democracy? Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Sub-nationalism has been defined as: 

The policy of asserting the interest of one’s own state/region/province, as separate from the interest of the nation 
and the common interest of all other states/regions/provinces. 

Nationalism is inspiring, but needs internal strength, self-discipline and sacrifices: Sub-nationalism is heady as it caters 
to internal weaknesses, liberates from controls and promises great personal rewards – although, all at the cost of the 
nation. 

Nationalism is a concept born in 19th century Europe when small states and principalities came together, often by use 
or threat of force, to form larger entities called nations, with defined geographical boundaries. 

Nationalism proved both a blessing and a bane.  A blessing in that it made for greater political and economic cohesion 
and a bane in that it led to territorial disputes and wars. 

Technological advances such as the Worldwide Web, or Internet, have made the concept of nationalism obsolescent, 
if not obsolete.  Cyberspace knows no physical boundaries; netizens have no nationalities. 

Sub Nationalism: Challenge to democracy 

 India is going through a phase of strong currents of sub-nationalism superimposing them over the current of 
nationalism which was created during independence struggle by those who struggled, fought and even sacrificed 
their lives for the sake of the nation. 

 In India, the concept of nationalism has always been undermined by what could be called the sub-nationalism of 
regionalism and caste. It is often said that what is called India is inhibited by citizens who first call themselves 
Bengali, or Punjabi, or Tamil, or Gujarati, or whatever, and add Indian only as an afterthought of identity. 

 Within the sub-nationalism of regionalism is the further sub-nationalism of caste. The system of job reservations 
is challenging the idea of national unity. 

 Sub nationalism may lead to get reflected in fragmented political set that represents particular strong group 
rather than overall population. Such kind of majoritarism threatens the very basic principles of democracy. 

 In some cases sub nationalism creates challenges for law and order situation that may topple the state 
establishment. This kind of parallel power is dangerous for democratic tradition. 

 The demand for separate statehood is also kind of subnationalism. India has long history of statehood demands 
coming from various corners of the country. The state demand creates the challenge in front of central 
government and overall democratic structure of country. 

 It has been observed that any guerilla type movement which has local populace’s support is rarely defeated; and 
more importantly, the Indian public, politicians, press and powers that matter even now do not realize the gravity 
of the situation and hence fail to act in unison. 
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 Sub nationalism may create threat to the common culture and heritage if it promotes violence and separatism. 
The common understanding of brotherhood concept through belongingness of common culture and heritage to 
driving force of democracy. 

Sub nationalism: Opportunity 

 The tendency to unite and fight for the common reason is not always anti national. In certain cases it may 
represent one of the most disadvantaged sections of the society and thus opens new avenues for their socio 
cultural upliftment. 

 In history as well one may observe such instances many times. The anti-Brahmin movement in South India 
brought the unity among remaining sections of society to fight against caste oppression. 

 Another reason is the huge area of the country with large states as its components. There is vast disparity within 
states itself in terms of socio economic development. 

 There are new identities that are establishing their existence in social domain. One such example is the third 
gender people. Their struggle for equality being challenge to current establishment must not be opposed by 
considering as anti-national sentiment. 

 This use of subnationalism as it relates to welfare is new and interesting for several reasons. It goes to deeper 
social level and caters the specific need of the community or the region. 

 Sub nationalism promotes ideal of competitive federalism where every state strives to compete with each other 
for prosperity. 

Hence it can be rightly said that, there is very thin line between sub nationalism and anti-nationalism. Sub nationalism 
may prove to be good for people if it caters the right issue. Sub nationalism is also about the plurality in democracy 
and accommodating multiple identities with genuine implementatation of principle of tolerance. 
 

Topic: Salient features of Indian society, diversity of India 

Q) What do you understand by majoritarianism and vigilantism? Discuss critically why these phenomena 

are on the rise in America and India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Majoritarianism: 

Majoritarianism is a traditional political philosophy or agenda that asserts that a majority (sometimes categorized by 
religion, language, social class, or some other identifying factor) of the population is entitled to a certain degree of 
primacy in society, and has the right to make decisions that affect the society. 

Majoritarianism is a concept propounded by 18th century European philosophers to alert people to the subliminal 
dangers of even a seemingly honourable system like democracy. In simple terms, it is a tendency of the majority 
community to suppress the minority. 

John Stuart Mill, the British philosopher used the phrase the “tyranny of the majority” to highlight this repressive urge 
in his monumental essay “Liberty”: “Like other tyrannies, the tyranny of the majority was at first, and is still vulgarly, 
held in dread…there needs protection also against the tyranny of the prevailing opinion and feeling, against the 
tendency of society to impose, by other means than civil penalties, its own ideas and practices as rules of conduct on 
those who dissent from them…” 

Vigilantism: 

It a civilian or organization acting in a law enforcement capacity (or in the pursuit of self-perceived justice) without 
legal authority. 

A Vigilant person tries in an unofficial way to prevent crime, or to catch and punish someone who has committed a 
crime, especially because they do not think that official organizations, such as the police, are controlling crime 
effectively. Vigilantes usually join together to form groups. 

Reasons for rising Majoritarianism and Vigilantism 

The main problem was the country was communally-charged and had a permanent religious majority. Even today, 
roughly 80 percent of the population is Hindu, 14 percent Muslim; Sikhs and Christians are about 2 percent each. Then 
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there were other perpetual majority-minority tussles: Languages and castes, for example. None of these factors were 
susceptible to change, which is what made majority rule inadvisable for Indian conditions sometimes. 

The political parties in India get benefited by dividing people on basis of caste and class politics. The Majoritarianism 
is generally used as a tool by these parties. 

The failure of law and order agencies to deliver their duty within specific time erodes the faith of community. The 
attacks on minority community by majority groups in some areas of the country leads to the Vigilantism in that 
particular area. 

The personality cult and blind faith too drives the mob psychology towards violent activities that may create threat to 
the democratic fabric of the nation. 

Virtual platforms and social media is another dimension of this issues as it has reduces the physical distance among 
the communities, making them very easy to come together for the purpose. 

The religious agenda many times takes the form of violent vigilantism. The lack of rationality and awareness about the 
involved issue leads to the blind following by people. 

In India especially the efficient judicial work sometimes result into Vigilantism and related activities by people. It is 
quite obvious that, the prompt grievance redressal mechanism can ensure the majority and minorities’ faith in 
democracy to large extent. 

The tolerance by people can avoid the culture of Majoritarianism and Vigilantism in any society. People must learn to 
accept the existing difference and take them as a diversity that completes the society in one form or other. 
 

Q) Who are Chakma-Hajongs? Compare and contrast Chakma-Hajongs issue with that of Rohingya crisis. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

 

Who are Chakma and 
Hajong refugees? 

The Chakma are an 
ethnic group who 
began fleeing in the 
1960s to 
northeastern India 
from former East 
Pakistan, now 
Bangladesh, partly 
because they were 
being persecuted 
because of their 
religion. Out of those 
who reached India, 
most of them were 
Chakmas and only 
2,000 were Hajong. 

They are scattered in 
Arunachal Pradesh, 
Tripura, Assam, 
Mizoram, Meghalaya 
and West Bengal as 
well as in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts 
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of Bangladesh and western parts of Myanmar. 

The Chakmas are Buddhists; the Hajongs are Hindus. Both groups originally entered India through the then Lushai Hills 
district of Assam (now Mizoram) and were then moved to Arunachal. 

Who are the Rohingya? 

The Rohingya are often described as “the world’s most persecuted minority”. 

They are an ethnic group, majority of whom are Muslim, who have lived for centuries in the majority Buddhist 
Myanmar. Currently, there are about 1.1 million Rohingya who live in the Southeast Asian country. 

The Rohingya speak Rohingya or Ruaingga, a dialect that is distinct to others spoken in Rakhine State and throughout 
Myanmar. They are not considered one of the country’s 135 official ethnic groups and have been denied citizenship in 
Myanmar since 1982, which has effectively rendered them stateless. 

Comparing Chakma-Hajong and Rohingyas: 

 The very basic similarity between two communities 
is that they are religious minorities who are facing 
the prosecution by their respective states. The 
absence of religious tolerance in their native land 
had forced these people to flee to neighbouring 
countries. 

Both these communities are seeking the citizenship 
right from Indian government for sake of social 
security. 

Chakma-Hajong are comparatively smaller in 
number than Rohingyas. The ruthless prosecution of many Rohingyas in Myanmar state has brought their agony in 
international discourse. 

Being early migrators in Lushai region of present Mizoram Chakma-Hajong people has become the integral part of 
cultural setup in the region. On the contrary, Rohingyas has been denied compassionate treatment and are shifted to 
refugee camps by Indian government. 

The original reason for fleeing of Chakma Hajong people was the submergence of their native land due to Kaptai dam 
project in the 1960s. The religious prosecution followed later. 

The two images above explain the severity of the two issues. The Chakma-Hajong issue was not as grave as of 
Rohingyas. Chakma-Hajong when migrated to India, they were in very low number. On other side Rohingyas are 
already huge in number, whose migration is creating economic pressure and security challenges for government of 
India. 

Recently GOI has taken the decision to provide citizenship to Chakma-Hajong people. No such provision has been made 
available to Rohingyas. Infact, Rohingyas cannot be given Citizenship status due to their huge numbers and other issues 
of security. 

Conclusion: 

India has the international image of being a compassionate nation, who has opened its gates to outsiders from 
historical times. There is rising pressure on government to solve the Rohingyas problem in amicable manner. The 
solution to Rohingyas issue can be achieved by multistakeholder regional cooperation of south Asian countries. 
Rohingyas problem demands the immediate and compassionate action of the world community. 
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Q) What are denotified tribes (DNTs)? A study on the socio-economic and educational status of denotified 

tribes (DNTs) reveals that members of these tribes are plagued by problems such as chronic poverty and 

illiteracy. Discuss why. (200 Words) 

EPW 

What are Denotified tribes (DNTs)? 

The legacy of British rule can be seen though specific notification that designated peculiar groups as a criminal also 
called as Denotified Tribes .Technically Denotified Tribes (DNTs), are the tribes that were originally listed under the 
Criminal Tribes Act of 1871, as “Criminal Tribes” and “addicted to the systematic commission of non-bailable offences”. 
Once a tribe became notified as criminal, all its members were required to register with the local magistrate, failing 
which they would be charged with a “crime” under the Indian Penal Code. These provisions clearly show the lack of 
faith shown by British administration on some tribes in India. 

The Criminal Tribes Act of 1952 repealed the notification, i.e. ‘de-notified’ the tribal communities. This Act, however, 
was replaced by a series of Habitual Offenders Acts that asked police to investigate a “suspect’s” criminal tendencies 
and whether their occupation is “conducive to settled way of life.” The Denotified tribes were reclassified as “habitual 
offenders” in 1959. 

Reasons of Socio economic exclusion of DN tribes: 

1. Social exclusion with the suspicious attitude by public and private agencies is the main reason for agony of 
notified tribes in country. Today they are the one of the most vulnerable groups in the country. 

2. It is estimated that there are about 801 denotified, nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes in the country, comprising 
a population of approximately 13.5 crore people. Yet a sizeable number of communities (227 tribes consisting of 
nearly 56 lakh people) have not made it to any of the three lists and thus, remain outside the reach of affirmative 
action. 

3. A major challenge in the development of these tribes comes due to dispersed nature of the tribes and having a 
nomadic culture. This results in health and educational services a challenging task to deliver for them. 

4. It also makes the implementation of nutritional initiative like addressing iodine deficiency a challenging task- 
Preservation of their culture, script, practices also gets hampered due to the same reason. 

5. Many DN tribal households have quit their traditional occupations on the grounds that they no longer offer a 
sufficient income for their subsistence. About 16% have given up traditional occupations owing to family 
problems. This economic transition leads to poor conditions for these people. 

6. Social stigma is biggest hindrance in the inclusion of these communities in development programs. Many times 
caste discrimination tendencies isolate these people in society. The society has always looked at them with 
mistrust and suspicion due to the stigma of criminality attached with them. 

7. Being a small, dispersed and migrating people, these people cannot become the part of political agenda for any 
political establishment. This political isolation keeps the agony of these people under dark and hardly get 
attention of policy makers. 

8. It has been observed that Many communities are grouped in SC/ST/OBC differently e.g. one community may be 
in SC in one state, ST in another and OBC in yet another. This creates challenges in proper identification, listing 
and targeting for affirmative actions by government. 

9. It has been observed that since they do not get the benefit and protection of Atrocities Act, they have been 
treated unjustly and their access to health facilities is also very uneven .Except few states more than 60% people 
do not have access to voter card, Aadhaar Card, BPL card etc. 

Recommendation by various committees established: 

 Kalelkar Commission, appointed in 1953, suggested that the erstwhile ‘Criminal Tribes’ should not be called 
Tribes nor should be named criminals or the tag of ex-criminal be attached to them. They could be called De-
Notified Communities. The Commission also opined that these groups could be divided in to two section i.e. (i) 
Nomadic, and (ii) Settled. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/16/1-denotified-tribes-dnts-study-socio-economic-educational-status-denotified-tribes-dnts-reveals-members-tribes-plagued-problems-ch/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/16/1-denotified-tribes-dnts-study-socio-economic-educational-status-denotified-tribes-dnts-reveals-members-tribes-plagued-problems-ch/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/16/1-denotified-tribes-dnts-study-socio-economic-educational-status-denotified-tribes-dnts-reveals-members-tribes-plagued-problems-ch/
http://www.epw.in/engage/article/denotified-tribes-evidence-undivided-andhra-pradesh


 

www.insightsonindia.com  17 www.insightsias.com  

 The Lokur committee constituted in 1965 for the revision of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes lists 
observed that the development schemes usually designed for SCs and STs have not benefited the DNTs to any 
significant extent because of their relatively small number, and their tendency to be continuously on the move. 
Hence, it opined that it would be in the best of interest of these communities, if they are taken out from SC/ST 
lists and treated exclusively as distinct group with development schemes specially designed to suit them. 

 Justice Venkatachaliah Commission in its report submitted to the Govt of India in 2002 recommended 
strengthening the programmes for the economic and educational development of DNTs and constituting a special 
commission to look into their need and grievances. 

Following map shows dispersed nature of the Denotified Tribes in country. 
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Conclusion: 

There is immediate need to take comprehensive decision about welfare actions for DN tribes all over the country 
followed by the right spirit of implementation. These people must get representation in various political and 
administrative setups. National Commission for Denotified, Nomadic & Semi-Nomadic tribes must be proactive in its 
work to bring successful social inclusion of these people. So called Denotified tribes holds the inherent diversity of 
India that form the common heritage of the nation. 
 

Q) Geographical Indicators indicate Indian Diversity and should be promoted as much as possible. 

Analyse.(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

A geographical indication (GI) is a sign used on products that have a specific geographical origin and possess qualities 
or a reputation that are due to that origin. In order to function as a GI, a sign must identify a product as originating in 
a given place. In addition, the qualities, characteristics or reputation of the product should be essentially due to the 
place of origin. Since the qualities depend on the geographical place of production, there is a clear link between the 
product and its original place of production. 

GI products should be promoted because: 

 The kind of products that gets GI tag shows the genuine need 
of the protection these products hold. Many of these 
products are interwoven to the culture and tradition of these 
regions thus needs a protection through promotion. 

 A geographical indication right enables those who have the 
right to use the indication to prevent its use by a third party 
whose product does not conform to the applicable 
standards. This provision protects the originality of the 
product with its unique style of manufacturing. 

 In special regimes of protection approach of protection, 
registrations for geographical indications are not subject to 
a specific period of validity. This means that the protection 
for a registered geographical indication will remain valid 
unless the registration is cancelled. This surety about long 
duration protection is also a point of consideration. 

 Products identified by a geographical indication are often the 
result of traditional processes and knowledge carried 
forward by a community in a particular region from 
generation to generation. Geographical indication is another 
form of intellectual property rights of that community. 

 GI tag specifications and protection provided holds immense 
opportunity for rural development in remote areas of country. This development will be decentralised based on 
ecofriendly process. 

 GI tagged products are supposed to hold a specific level of quality. This provides an opportunity for the export 
and revenue earning for India in international market. 

 GI tagged products if promoted well, will strengthen the informal sector of economy. The issues such as lack of 
social and financial security can be dealt efficiently by promoting activities, based on GI tag. 

 There is need to provide attention to rapid increase in GI tagging in country with post tagging quality control of 
the product. Post tagging quality control if not done properly, may damage the authenticity of the products. 

 There is more work that is required at the legislative level to ensure credibility of the GI protection process in 
India. 
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Conclusion: 

The cultural value of various GI tagged products must be conserved in order to promote their economical values and 
authenticity of quality. Consumer protection through legal procedure for GI quality control must be established in 
order to sustain the fame GI tagged products hold in national and international market. 

Supplementary information: 

Legal position of Geographical indication has been mentioned in TRIPS agreement under World Trade Organisation. 

Article 22 of TRIPS provide that, all WTO member governments must provide opportunity in their own laws for the 
owners of the GI registered products to have protection against duplication of marks that may mislead people about 
GI identification. 

In India , legislation has been passed for registration and protection of GI products. 

The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999: 

The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 (GI Act) is a sui generis Act of the 
Parliament of India for protection of geographical indications in India. 

India, as a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO), enacted the Act to comply with the Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights. 

The GI tag ensures that none other than those registered as authorised users (or at least those residing inside the 
geographic territory) are allowed to use the popular product name. 

Darjeeling tea became the first GI tagged product in India, in 2004–05, since then 261 goods had been added to the 
list as of June 2016. 

Intellectual Property Appellate Board hears appeals over the decisions of the Registrar of Geographical Indications. 

According to section 2 (3)(e) of the Act, Geographical indication has been defined as: 

 “an indication which identifies such goods as agricultural goods, natural goods or manufactured goods as originating, 
or manufactured in the territory of a country, or a region or locality in that territory, where a given quality, reputation 
or other characteristic of such goods is essentially attributable to its geographical origin and in case where such goods 
are manufactured goods one of the activities of either the production or of processing or preparation of the goods 
concerned takes place in such territory, region or locality, as the case may be.” 
 

Q) “The phenomenon of deras draws from the region’s social history and porosity of religious boundaries, 

where much of its reconfiguration and reconstitution has happened at the intersection of caste and 

religion.” Discuss. (200 Words) 

EPW 

A dera is a type of socio-religious organization in northern India. Several deras started out as non-orthodox Sikh sects, 
and many of them are now Centres of distinct non-Sikh religious movements. Many Deras have attracted a large 
number of outcast Dalits, who earlier embraced Sikhism to escape the Hindu casteism, but felt socially excluded by 
the Jat Sikh-dominated clerical establishment. 

Deras and related aspects in Socio economic and cultural life of people: 

 Deras are invariably non-sectarian in nature. Even when they have acquired the status of a sect, they do not insist 
on being part of an exclusive normative system for the adherents. Dera identity has traditionally been more like 
an ‘add-on’ identity. This kind of flexible organisation attracts people more. 

 The divisions in the same religion further divided the people and discriminatory practices alienated people to 
different sub group under the same umbrella of that religion. The very philosophy of dera is against such 
nondiscrimination. 

 As caste identities became more and more pronounced in the democratic polity of India, many deras actively 
pursued identity-based mobilisation. This did not stayed limited with one religion and many other people 
followed the various deras. 
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 Many deras started to provide basic existential securities like free food, basic healthcare, and free education to 
followers that led to the formation of messiahs and fatherly image about the leading guru of that dera. 

 Dera’s popularity and expansion since the 1990s coincided with the advent of the new economic environment 
with its altered focus on privatisation and gradual withdrawal of the state from various sectors. This opportunity 
of entering in free service provision to attract needy people towards sect was grabbed by deras. 

 Deras flourished in specific poor areas in Punjab and Haryana that has issues such as drug trafficking and low sex 
ratio. Deras helped people to tackle these issues and thus got huge support from poor rural communities 
specifically. 

 Deras has some political dimensions as well due to huge public backing it receives. Given their material resources 
and persuasive power, deras have begun to influence the political process in the state as well. 

 There are virtually no civil society organisations or NGOs active anywhere in Punjab. It is possible that some or all 
of these processes have been in operation to produce the current state of affairs such as strong existence of 
deras. 

Conclusion: 

The secular institutions and social movements that once articulated the discontent and aspirations of the marginal 
people have simply disappeared from the soil of Punjab. Various socioeconomic factors have led to formation of small 
fiefdoms in the forms of deras. 
 

Q) Drugs problem in Punjab, like drugs anywhere else in the world, is not a supply problem, but a demand 

problem. Comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Quint 

Ans- 

The Punjab drug problem has assumed the alarming proportion in the last decade. Although there are variable 
numbers of people addicted to drugs according to different surveys, there can be no denying that majority of youth 
particularly from economically weaker sections are falling prey to this menace. 

Golden crescent (area comprising Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan) has been blamed for the rise in drug addiction in the 
Punjab state of India. It is true that drugs like Heroin, cocaine etc are sourced from across the border and this illicit 
trade has acquired huge proportion in the recent years. Being in the close proximity of the golden crescent, states like 
Punjab, Rajasthan are easy targets for drug dealers. 

However there is another dimension to this problem. The cross-border supply of the drug thrived particularly in the 
last decade and not for the last 7 decades after the independence. Thus the main question arises why there has been 
sudden increase in the cross-border drug supply since the last decade or so. 

Opium or doda or phukki, as it is traditionally known, has been consumed by farmers and farm workers in Punjab as 
also many other parts of India for decades. It’s essentially opium husk – the leftover husk of the opium plant once the 
milk has been extracted. At least one-third of the rural population consumes opium in Punjab. Though opium is not 
good for health, it also did not make much harm to the body; hence they consumed it normally to relax the bodies 
after the day’s hard toil. 

The main source of opium to Punjab was from Rajasthan. State government in a bid to curb this drug problem clamped 
down on Rajasthan route in the late 1990s and early 2000s. This led to disruption in the supply of the opium but 
demand remained the same, creating vacuum for the opium in the Punjab. 

This vacuum initially was filled by pharmaceutical drugs, and then by more potent drugs like Heroin, Cocaine from 
across the border. The drug exporters from the Pakistan on seeing large demand in the Punjab part of India, created 
supply network involving unemployed persons and youths from the weaker and less educated sections. Addicted 
youths to manage the cost of addiction turned to peddlers and became the part of the supply network. The whole 
supply network rests upon the high demand for the new drugs in the Punjab. 

Thus Punjab drug menace is more of a demand problem than supply issue. The high supply has only aggravated the 
problem. State government while clamping down on opium, had made little efforts in creating awareness about the 
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drug consequences, sensitization drives in schools and colleges, providing employment to youths etc that could have 
addressed demand side of the issue. 
 

Q) Cleanliness must move beyond caste. With reference to the Swach Bharat Abhiyaan, how can social 

integration aid in national cleanliness and hygiene? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

Swachh Bharat mission has been launched with an objective of cleaning the nation, eliminating open defecation and 
bringing cleanliness and hygiene by 2019. However the campaign seems to have missed important part of cleanliness 
efforts, that is people those who are involved in actual cleaning. 

In India work of cleaning and hygiene are imposed on particular castes since thousands of years. With some minor 
changes the practice continues to this day. The ironical part is that, those who are engaged in cleaning are the most 
neglected and oppressed sections of the society. Thus SBM will not be success until welfare of these sections is focused 
upon and rest of the sections of the society are truly involved in the program of cleaning. 

How can social integration aid in national cleanliness and hygiene? 

 Social integration would break the caste links that have forced particular sections in cleaning efforts. Participation 
of all sections of society would heighten the efforts towards the cleaning India. 

 Inclusive social efforts would remove the indignity and contempt attached to cleaning work and increased 
participation of the people thereby would give this campaign a form of mass movement. 

 With all sections participating in the SBM, people would understand the importance and value of cleaning and 
hygiene. This would lead to every person to be the agent of change in cleaning the nation. 

 Particular castes of the society have been forced in manual scavenging, cleaning manholes and all sorts of menial 
work. Social integration and consensus would help in modernizing the techniques of scavenging, cleaning 
manholes, reducing the deaths associated with it and making cleaning efforts more inclusive. 

 Social integration and inclusive participation would also help in building sound infrastructure towards cleaning 
efforts, creating human resource to strengthen the national efforts. 

 Participation of all sections would remove the concept of impurity associated with cleaning, change the people’s 
attitude towards it and realizing the true objective of art 17 of the Indian constitution making SBM a watershed 
movement not only in cleanliness drive but also in national integration. 

Unfortunately government of India while launching the SBM, has missed the caste angles associated with cleaning. 
Removing social pressure and forced responsibility of cleaning on particular caste would be great achievement for 
India. Thus there should be concerted efforts on the part of government to bring all sections of the society in a 
cleanliness drive thereby making SBM a true mass movement. 
 

Q) Alternate opinions form the backbone of a civic society. How can intellectuals and activists play a more 

meaningful role in social transformation? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans- 

Civic society due to its very nature tends to be diversified in its form, structure and composition. This gives rise to 
diversified thinking and views among the people. Though the majority of the people of society prefer the uniformity 
in thinking and practices, alternative opinions and views too carry high importance. Uniformity tends to turn into 
authoritarian way thereby neglecting or sometimes suppressing the other views. This hinders the growth of the society 
and stagnates its development prospects. 

On the other hand alternative opinions show the flaws in the majoritarian opinion and help to create more correct 
and inclusive opinions. Alternative opinions also give different perspective of thinking that could bring out what is best 
for the society. Intellectual and activists are important part of the society which can propound alternate thinking and 
opinions thereby playing meaningful role in the society. 
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How can intellectual and activists play more meaningful role in social transformation- 

 In most cases, activists work with the dispossessed and the marginalized. They can imagine a better world for 
those the larger society forgets about and, in doing this, they sacrifice their interests. Their actions are not geared 
towards personal benefit but for the benefit of communities and individuals with whom they can stand in 
solidarity. 

 Often the actions of the activist improve the well-being of others who are not just family and friends. Her actions 
are not rationally utilitarian but morally robust, as powerfully exemplified by countless activists who have worked 
with labour, women, the marginalised and the dispossessed. 

 It is the activists who can make sure that the moral skills of a society do not vanish. It is activists, who give up 
their personal, material comforts for the larger values of dignity, respect and equality of individuals in a society, 
who can function as the moral compass for others. 

 When the larger society fails in its moral sense activists and intellectual will arise to counter them. They could 
provide alternative thinking and opinions to degenerated society to bring society back on the moral and ethical 
guidelines. 

 Intellectual provide moral and ethical foundation to the work and actions of the activists. They are the ones who 
inject fresh thinking into the society and help in to evolve in better manner. 

 Intellectual have shaped the new ideas. Whether it is politics, science or humanities, intellectual have been 
forefront in propounding such ideas bearing the brunt of the society. 

 Intellectual have fueled many revolutions in the world and they would do many more in the future. Whenever 
socio-economic inequalities have hindered the human progress, intellectual have provided alternative methods 
of socio-economic transformations. 

Activists and intellectuals are essential to protecting the society from two of the greatest dangers — power and profit. 
Getting rid of such people is to compromise our present as well as the future of our society. Thus intellectuals and 
activists are indispensible part of the society and social transformation.  
 

Q) What do you understand by Islamic modernity? Discuss its nature and necessity. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Victor Hugo once said, nothing is more powerful than an idea whose time has come.   Islam religion is at crossroads of 
the intellectual revolution in contemporary era of information and communication technology. Islamic modernity is 
the process of inculcation of modern democratic values in the Islamic religion. Modernity is a complex and 
multidimensional phenomenon rather than a unified and coherent one. It has historically had different schools of 
thought moving in many directions. 

Necessity of Islamic modernity: 

 The social status of Islam woman is far low as compared to the woman from other religious groups. The concept 
of equality is must to uplift Islam woman. The recent debate on Triple talaq highlights the same. 

 In many Islamic countries democracy is still not acceptable. Many regional groups are fighting for power. This 
warfare is leading to instability in other parts of the world as well. 

 Genocide is very prominent way of mass community cleansing in many parts of African Islamic countries. The 
concept of civil rights thus needs to be propagated in those countries. 

 Human rights concept must be effectively imbibed and promoted in many sections of Islamic religion as indivisual 
right s do not get enough recognition as compared to community rights. 

 The attitude towards health and hygiene needs to be more scientific and advanced. Though these things differ 
with economic status of indivisual families. 

 Freedom is inalienable component of modernity. This concept needs an immediate implementation at indivisual 
and community level. 

 One of the challenges is the status quo maintained by the conservative Muslims scholars (ulama), who saw the 
established law as the ideal order that had to be followed and upheld the doctrine of taqlid (imitation / blind 
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following). Islamic modernists saw the resistance to change on the part of the conservative ulama as a major 
cause for the problems the Muslim community was facing as well as its inability to counter western hegemony. 

Nature of Islamic modernity: 

 Ismaic modernity is not very new concept and efforts are going on from long time to inculcate modern western 
thoughts in Islamic religion by various factions and indivisual efforts. 

 There is rising pressure on many Islamic countries to modernise their traditional pattern of living and orthodox 
practices. International NGOs such as Amnesty International are leading players in this process. 

 Information and communication technology though internet and social media is also responsible for the 
increasing modernism in Islam. Secularisation is also part of this process. 

 There is increasing resistant to Islamic modernity through radical approaches and propaganda by terror 
organisations. This has become the vehicle of international terrorism. 

 The process of acquisition of knowledge is also nature of rising Islamic modernity. 

Islamic modernity is ongoing complex process that needs to be understood through spacio temporal dimensions of 
various regional Islamic communities. Islamic modernism is a movement that has been described as “the first Muslim 
ideological response” attempting to reconcile Islamic faith with modern Western values such as nationalism, 
democracy, civil rights, rationality, equality, and progress. 
 

Topic: Role of women; social empowerment 

Q) It is said that feminism could be a powerful tool that lets children shed stereotypes that they may hold 

and question those of others. Do you agree? Discuss how will the introduction of feminism in schools 

would help children shed gender stereotypes. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Feminism is a range of political movements, ideologies, and social movements that share a common goal: to define, 
establish, and achieve political, economic, personal, and social rights for women. 

Feminist movements have campaigned and continue to campaign for women’s rights, including the right to vote, to 
hold public office, to work, to earn fair wages or equal pay, to own property, to receive education, to enter contracts, 
to have equal rights within marriage, and to have maternity leave. Feminists have also worked to promote bodily 
autonomy and integrity, and to protect women and girls from rape, sexual harassment, and domestic violence. 
Changes in dress and acceptable physical activity have often been part of feminist movements. 

“It is very well said that, we are not born patriarchal; we are socialised into becoming so.” To achieve the genuine 
gender justice, school is the first and prime institution to work on with. Because: 

 The Indian Constitution has granted equality, freedom from discrimination based on gender or religion, and 
guaranteed religious freedoms. The enshrined principle of gender equality must get attention from school level 
itself. 

 Schools are the first places where children are exposed to and interact with people with various identities. At 
these abodes of learning, enforcing gendered identities and roles is detrimental to not just children but also to 
society as a whole. 

 The existence of stereotypes at school level makes it very difficult for innovation and reason to find space. 
Feminism could be a powerful tool that lets children shed stereotypes that they may hold and question those of 
others. 

 By employing the equality in the school through feminism, girls will be less insecure about their bodily aspects. 
The very rational, scientific and acknowledged education about bodily variations in gender will build the 
confidence among all students about physical aspects and existing variations. 

 By 2001 literacy for women had exceeded 50% of the overall female population, though these statistics were still 
very low compared to world standards and even male literacy within India. Efforts are still being made to improve 
the level of education that females receive to match that of male students. Feminism is one possible solution to 
educate more girls. 
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 There is need of immediate reforms in personal laws of various religions as most of them are discriminatory to 
woman with respect to inheritance, adoption and succession. The school can imbibe the very basic principle of 
men woman equality among future citizens of this country. 

Government efforts: 

In 1986, the National Policy on Education (NPE) was created in India, and the government launched the programme 
called Mahila Samakhya, whose focus was on the empowerment of women. The programme’s goal is to create a 
learning environment for women to realise their potential, learn to demand information and find the knowledge to 
take charge of their own lives. Mission Purnashakti  is one such initiative for woman empowerment. 

Judicial interventions: 

In 1955 the Bollywood group Cine Costume Make-Up Artist & Hair Dressers’ Association (CCMAA) created a rule that 
did not allow women to obtain memberships as makeup artists. However, in 2014 the Supreme Court of India ruled 
that this rule was in violation of the Indian constitutional guarantees granted under Article 14 (right to equality), 
19(1)(g) (freedom to carry out any profession) and Article 21 (right to liberty).[41] The judges of the Supreme Court of 
India stated that the ban on women makeup artist members had no “rationale nexus” to the cause sought to be 
achieved and was “unacceptable, impermissible and inconsistent” with the constitutional rights guaranteed to the 
citizens. In 2015 it was announced that Charu Khurana had become the first woman to be registered by the Cine 
Costume Make-Up Artist & Hair Dressers’ Association. 

Conclusion: 

The rise of liberal feminism in the West in the 1970s focused deeply on demands for equal opportunities in education 
and employment, as well as ending violence against women. To a large extent, the emerging feminist movement in 
India was influenced by Western ideals. These called for education and equal rights, but also adapted their appeals to 
local issues and concerns, such as dowry-related violence against women, Sati, sex selective abortion and custodial 
rape. Some Indian feminists have suggested that these issues are not specifically “Indian” in nature but rather a 
reflection of a wider trend of patriarchal oppression of women. 
 

Q) Despite a change in laws relating to Rape, it is the characterisation of victims that causes significant 

agony. Comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The unfortunate realities of inequality in society have resulted into heinous crimes such as Rape and molestation. Even 
though at policy level, woman protection and empowerment in always on agenda, the society is yet to accept it with 
its all dimension and involved complexities. 

The social stigma linked with rape victim is clear sigh of patriarchal and feudal mindset that punishes victim than the 
criminal. This kind of approach is totally unacceptable to modern concept of welfare state but still exists to larger 
extent. 

The rape laws were made stringent and strong deterrent exists in legal framework of the country. Stigmatization of 
rape linked with woman body and her character is the big challenge that needs to be fight with. 

Rape victims in patriarchal setup seen as a burden on the family and thus on society who has no future prospects. This 
very concept of dependency pushes person in more agony and pain much beyond once understanding. 

The treatment given by police and judiciary is also part of victimization. The procedure that needs to be followed in 
order to prove the rape occurring is medieval in its form and concept. These institutes need to be more sensitized and 
compassionate towards rape victim who needs mental support in crucial time. 

 The economic dependence of woman further makes situation complex as victim needs to depend on help from others. 

The internet and other technological tools are used against the victim to threaten woman to prohibit her from 
reporting the case. In many cases it has been observed that, police has refused to file FIR at first instance if the woman 
hails from poor sections of the society. 

Protection of woman from sexual harassment at work place has been provided by the law but law has failed to change 
the mindset and culture at workplace that looks towards victim with changed attitude that questions her character 
itself. 
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Marriage system has also complicated the situation as the rape victims are generally considered not to get married as 
per social norms. This adds to the agony of the suffering person who is forced to live a lonely painful life in patriarchal 
setup. 

This gap between social norms and legal provisions can be filled with proactive efforts to generate awareness about 
rational understanding of rape. Radical steps are required for this kind of social reforms in which woman must take a 
leading role to define their bodily integrity and autonomy. 
 

Q) Women in Indian police are carrying out all types of duties, however women who are managing prisons 

and correctional administration are said to be unsung heroes. What kind of challenges are uniformed 

women facing in prisons? Discuss critically their role. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Ans- 

Women officials have entered into all branches of police administration in India with prison administration being no 
exception. From being wardens to jailers and deputies, women handle sensitive duties from managing prison gates, 
barracks, peripheral and internal security to sending inmates to courts and attending to judicial duties regarding 
prisoners. With some states like Maharashtra allowing 33% reservation to women in prison administration, it has 
become imperative to study the challenges faced by such women officials in prison administration. 

Challenges faced by women in prisons- 

 Prison administration, till the recent time was the male stronghold and women officials were limited to security 
of the women only. With their increasing numbers, they are also assigned the duties of male prisoners. This brings 
the unique challenge where women officials will have to fight patriarchal mindset and traditions set in the prison 
over the period of the time. For eg hitherto male-dominated culture broadly believes that prisons are places for 
the punishment for criminals and that the latter pose a risk to society rather than having reformative approach. 

 With the women official’s capabilities regarding prison administration yet to be exploited fully, most prison 
superintendents could be apprehensive of having women staff and their assimilation into the prison 
environment. 

 Nature of prison duties offers another set of challenges to the women officials. Long working hours, constant 
company of criminals and accused persons and lack of specialized training to deal with the prisoners can drain 
the physical and mental capacities of the women officials. 

 Poor sanitation, unhygienic conditions, opulence of diseases can discourage the women officials from working 
into such conditions. 

 Women officials have to balance the traditional family and societal obligations along with their duties which can 
prove detrimental to their efficiency and efficacy in discharging duties. 

 With many jails and prisons having security lapses and inadequate safety measures, itself can pose threats to 
security of the women officials. 

Women official’s role in prison administration- 

 Women come with their own strengths viz teamwork, participative management, communication skills etc. They 
also herald a shift in favour of a correctional administration instead of the traditional punitive mindset. 

 Women officials can bring changes in the present mess of the prison administration. For eg reducing custodial 
deaths and rapes, reducing inhumane torture to the prisoners etc that have been the hallmark of the prisons 
served by male officials. 

 Women officials can improve the sanitary and hygienic conditions and overall environment of the prisons making 
them livable. The case study of improvement of Tihar jail under the administration of Kiran Bedi is speaking 
example of this. 

While women officials bring many benefits in the prison administration, there is also some skepticism about their 
increasing role in it. Women officials are not yet fully trained and prepared to guard the male prisoners and 
overburdened jails. Women officials need to be emotionally strong to deal with the high work load and unnecessary 
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political pressure. Further they need to secure the cooperation from male seniors, colleagues and subordinates 
transcending gender lines. 

Increasing number of women in the prison administration is a healthy sign of breaking gender roles and reflection of 
changing India. Government needs to make special arrangements for the adequate training of such women officials 
so that they can prove the traditional and patriarchal norms wrong. 
 

Q) Choice and Consent are the pillars for women rights. With reference to abortion rights, explain how 

both these pillars need to be protected.  (200 Words) 

The Wire 

Ans- 

The numbers of pregnant women approaching the courts to seek permission for an abortion in the recent past have 
increased dramatically. Acts regulating abortions like Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971 interferes 
with the women’s rights such as Choice and Consent. 

Insisting on having the consent of the guardian/parents or the husband is problematic insofar as it denies the woman 
of her right to make decisions concerning her body, which should be her prerogative. Thus in most of the cases these 
rights are easily violated. According to the provisions of the MTP Act, only the consent of the woman whose pregnancy 
is being terminated is required. 

How Choice and Consent need to be protected? 

 It is necessary to improve the awareness about MTP guidelines amongst the police and doctors, such that issues 
of spousal consent and stereotypes about women’s primary role as mothers do not resurface. 

 People such as Doctors, police insisting on the consent from the relatives/husband should be censured to ensure 
the right implementation of the provisions of the law. 

 Social legislations need to be incorporated into medical curriculums, police training and school education. 

 In most of the cases women are unable to take such important decision on account of lack of awareness, illiteracy, 
probable consequences and social pressure. Thus there is need of counseling sessions by experts to women to 
make them capable of taking such decisions. 

 There is a need for better communication about abortion and its related Acts and busting of the associated 
stereotypes, which can be achieved through repeated emphases on the need to uphold women’s autonomy and 
bodily integrity. 

 Community awareness should be increased to keep vigil on any forceful persuasion of women by family members 
to undergo or to not to undergo abortions. 

 The Punjab and Haryana high court in Dr Mangla Dogra and Others v Anil Kumar Malhotra and Others in 
2011 ruled thatconsent is required only of the woman undergoing MTP, and the husband cannot force his wife 
to continue a pregnancy. Such positive judgements would strengthen the confidence of women to take their own 
decisions regarding abortions. 

Choice and Consent are the basic rights that provide women with dignity and self-respect. Despite exclusive provisions 
in the acts against their violation, they have been frequently encroached upon. Thus time is ripe for the upholders of 
the law to prove that legal system is facilitator to promote women’s rights and not the barrier. 
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Topic:  Poverty and developmental issues 

Q) A report on development in South Asia published by the South Asia Alliance for Poverty Eradication 

(SAAPE) focuses on poverty, mariginalisation and crisis of governance in the region. Discuss its findings. 

(200 Words) 

Down to Earth 

Background: 

South Asia is home to above 1.65 billion people that comprise about 24% of world’s 6.99 billion populations. South 
Asia region has a wide diversity of cultures, languages, religions and social structures, which are severely affected by 
poverty. Despite several decades of planned development efforts targeted towards poverty reduction, almost all 
countries of South Asia have been experiencing poverty, exclusion and denial since long. Even the conventional 
poverty estimates show that, compared to almost one quarter of world population living in South Asia, half of the poor 
reside in this region. Out of eight countries, four (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal) are in the category of least 
developed countries (LDCs) in South Asia. Conflicts in different forms and manifestations —mainly rooted in denial, 
discrimination, exclusion, deprivation and marginalisation— are frequently faced by South Asian societies. The region 
has also been characterised by the unjust distribution of productive resources, resulting in deep rooted inequality, 
conflict, destitution and systematic marginalisation. This unequal distribution of resources is encountered by various 
communities within the region. 

Priority themes 

SAAPE’s main focus is poverty eradication through policy research, advocacy, lobbying and campaign works on five 
key themes, which are priority concerns for civil society in all countries of the region. Since SAAPE’s inception, it is 
continuously working in five major thematic areas, which are: 

 Food sovereignty, livelihoods, climate change and employment, 

 Peace, justice and demilitarization, 

 Gender justice, 

 Labour rights and economic/financial crisis, 

 Democracy and just governance 

From 2012, SAAPE members are focusing on food sovereignty, gender justice and demilitarization, democratisation 
and social justice issues in South Asia. 

SAAPE’s mission is to intervene on the issues of poverty and exclusion thereby contributing for eradicating poverty 
and injustices, rejecting the neo- liberal development models and striving for sustainable alternatives that are pro-
poor people of South Asia. 

 Findings of report: 

SAAPE’s triennial study focuses on structural causes of poverty which runs deep in the region. 

The report points out that there is a growing marginalisation and destitution of people in the South Asian region. The 
increasing gap between the rich and the poor is worrying. 

The report adds that South Asian countries have adopted a neo-liberal model of development, which perpetuates 
pauperisation of masses by allowing the GDP to accumulate in the hands of a few. 

The report mentions that states have been usurped by the market and people at the margins do not have a voice. He 
emphasised on the need for an integrated process of production and distribution for the eradication of poverty. 

The comparative perspective that this report brings goes beyond the limited paradigm of national particularities. There 
have been remarkable similarities in the way neo liberal policies were adopted by the South Asian countries nearly a 
quarter of a century ago that brought enormous changes in the economic sphere. 

The SAAPE 2016 report differs from intergovernmental and national level reports in several significant ways. It records 
development processes of South Asia in the light of neo liberal reforms, the rationale of economic growth and 
structural transformation, capitalist mode of development, increasing inequality and new forms of poverty. 
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China’s engagement with South Asia has been interpreted with ‘caution’ due to India-Pakistan rivalry as well as past 
and present power struggles among global powers, especially the US and Russia. 

The association of five major emerging national economies – Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa known as 
BRICS, has been hailed as the counter alternative to the politics of International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank. 
One of BRICS’ key objectives is to form a New Development Bank (NDB), considered an alternative to the World Bank 
and the IMF. 

The growing tension among South Asian countries mean negative effects on socio-economic conditions, especially on 
the progress already made in the last decades. This is one of the important threads running through this report. 

Conclusion: 

In the backdrop of tremendous chaotic political situation and incompetent state governance systems highlighted 
above, report observes that the campaign of poverty eradication has to be spearheaded by social movements of 
different hues and trends in all South Asian countries. 
 

Q) India currently faces twin challenges in the nutrition sector – undernutrition manifesting in several 

health problems as well as increasing problem of overweight and obesity, contributing to the burden of 

non-communicable diseases. In this light examine the significance of the country’s first Nutrition Atlas 

published by the Hyderabad-based National Institute of Nutrition (NIN). (200 Words) 

Down to Earth 

In the trailblazing story of India’s development, public health nutrition has not just been a cofactor but often remained 
a conundrum. Grappling with the problems of double burden of malnutrition-undernutrition in severe and insidious 
forms as well as the increasing problems of overweight/obesity and associated non-communicable diseases-India’s 
policy makers, programme managers, researchers and a host of stakeholders are always in the need of 
information/data on nutritional status of population groups at country level and at regional/state levels. There is a lot 
of data available some at the country level, some at the state-level and some more at yet micro-level. All this 
information has been made available at a click of button by publication of Countries first Nutrition atlas. 

About NIN 

National Institute of Nutrition (NIN) was founded by Sir Robert McCarrison in the year 1918 as ‘Beri-Beri’ Enquiry Unit 
in a single room laboratory at the Pasteur Institute, Coonoor, Tamil Nadu. Within a short span of seven years, this unit 
blossomed into a “Deficiency Disease Enquiry” and later in 1928, emerged as full-fledged “Nutrition Research 
Laboratories” (NRL) with Dr. McCarrison as its first Director. It was shifted to Hyderabad in 1958. 

Nutritional status 

India currently faces twin challenges in the nutrition sector – undernutrition manifesting in several health problems as 
well as increasing problem of overweight and obesity, contributing to the burden of non-communicable diseases. 

In order to provide a snapshot of all relevant data and information about nutrition, the Hyderabad-based National 
Institute of Nutrition (NIN) has developed the country’s first Nutrition Atlas. 
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The map above – from the nutrition atlas – shows the prevalence of wasting in India’s states. According to the WHO, 
wasting is a condition typified by a low weight-to-height ratio, and brought on by undernourishment. It falls under the 
overarching class of moderate malnutrition, which itself is defined as a weight-to-age ratio that falls below the WHO 
child growth standards by two or three standard deviations (the ‘2SD’ stands for two standard deviations). 

Nutrition Atlas 

The Nutrition Atlas provides information and data on nutritional status of population groups at national and state 
levels, along with an overview of nutrition-related deficiencies, disorders and prevalence levels in various parts of the 
country. 

In addition, it provides information on nutrients, nutrient rich foods, nutritional deficiency disorders and a host of 
other topics. 

The portal also includes information on nutrition rich foods and nutri guide for various nutrients, minerals, essential 
amino-acids, fatty acids, dietary fibers and proteins, along with their biochemical cut-offs, recommended dietary 
allowances, signs and symptoms and dietary sources. 

The nutrition atlas will help to implement preventive health care by targeting the right areas and right population 
groups. 

The hidden hunger due to deficiency of vital elements can be effectively eradicated with the help of nutrition atlas. 
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The huge information in very neat manner will help in analysing the eating habits of different demographic groups in 
different areas of the country. 

It makes use of publicly available data sources like reports of National Nutrition Monitoring Bureau, National Family 
Health Survey, World Health Organisation and other public databases. The Dashboard acts like an information 
management tool, helping the user track data on under nutrition, over nutrition, overweight, obesity and 
communicable and non-communicable diseases. It can also provide different time trends on each of these parameters. 
 

Q) Inequality is a problem that deserves more public attention. What are the implications of inequality? 

How should India address inequality? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

“We should measure the health of our society not at its apex, but at its base.” 

                                                                                                              : Andrew Jackson 

India is a vast country endowed with rich resources, relief features and biodiversity. It is called a melting pot of various 
castes, creeds and communities. Social and economic inequalities have existed in India from the ancient past and are 
still continuing today in varying degrees. Inequality is the difference in social status, wealth, or opportunity between 
people or groups. The inequality acts as the cause and result of various socio economic challenges. 

There is a rural and urban divide in India. While the cities are developing fast on all major parameters, the villages 
remain backward. 

It is a disturbing fact that the economic development in India has not been broad-based. There are regional disparities, 
viz. some regions are much more developed than others which remain backward. States like Punjab, Haryana, Tamil 
Nadu, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Gujarat are developed in every sense of the word. Industry, agriculture and services 
network in these states are adequate. 

Implications of inequality: 

High and sustained levels of inequality, especially inequality of opportunity can entail large social costs. Entrenched 
inequality of outcomes can significantly undermine individuals’ educational and occupational choices. 

Inequality of outcomes does not generate the “right” incentives if it rests on rents. In that event, individuals have an 
incentive to divert their efforts toward securing favored treatment and protection, resulting in resource misallocation, 
corruption, and nepotism, with attendant adverse social and economic consequences. 

Income inequality (as measured by the Gini coefficient, which is 0 when everybody has the same income and 1 when 
one person has all the income) negatively affects growth and its sustainability. 

Higher inequality lowers growth by depriving the ability of lower-income households to stay healthy and accumulate 
physical and human capital. 

Inequality dampens investment, and hence growth, by fueling economic, financial, and political instability. 

Ways to tackle inequality in India: 

Despite being important to the electorate, inequality is absent from major political campaigns. There is need to make 
inequality as a political agenda. 

Government should work towards reducing asset inequality through redistributive land reforms but also through 
rationalising taxes, preventing monopoly of control over water, forests and mineral resources and reducing financial 
concentration. 

There is need to tackle bias against caste and gender first of all by recognising the value and dignity of all work 
(including unpaid work) and all workers (including those in the most difficult arduous and degraded occupations). 

Inequality can be reduced by providing greater voice to traditionally oppressed and suppressed groups, including by 
enabling unions and association, and making public and corporate private activity more transparent and accountable 
to the people generally. 

The media in India plays a role in sustaining inequality. This is becoming an urgent problem. We must take measures 
to reduce corporate takeover and manipulation of mass media. 
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Policymakers should not forget that technology has helped in reducing some of the access barriers in India, particularly 
in relation to access to information. Policymakers should focus on making technology cheaper and deepening its 
penetration. 

As far as India is concerned, most of the public places are inaccessible to people with disabilities. As per the 2011 
census, India has about 2.7 million people with disabilities, and only a handful of those enjoy education and/or 
employment. 

The gender inequality can be reduce by woman empowerment in genuine manner with a right based approach, rather 
that treating woman as a beneficiary of public schemes. 

Conclusion: 

India cannot be included in the list of developed countries until all sections of its people are benefited from the fast 
economic progress which the country has been experiencing for the last decade or so. The executives and officials 
should implement such a policy whereby the weaker sections are economically uplifted and are able to lead a better 
life-enjoying at least the basic amenities and look higher in near future. 
 

Q) Reducing homelessness can have significant impact on poverty reduction. Comment highlighting the 

impact of the National Urban Livelihoods Mission. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 Economic development and urbanisation are closely linked. Cities in India are emerging as the country’s engines of 
economic growth, with a contribution of more than 60 per cent to GDP. India’s urban population is now 377 million 
(Census of India, 2011). This represents a 31 per cent increase from 2001 when urban population was 286 million. 
Despite the robust economic growth at the national level, the number of the urban poor has steadily increased in 
recent decades. 

Widening gap between urban rich and poor: 

Data from the National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) 50th and 61st Rounds reveals that the Gini ratio of urban 
consumption distribution (that ranges from 0 with perfect equality to 1 with perfect inequality) increased from 0.34 
in 1993-94 to 0.38 in 2004-05, widening the divide between the rich and the poor in cities. The per capita expenditure 
of the bottom 20 percent of urban households increased at a slower pace than that of the middle 60 percent or top 
20 percent. 

 Urban poverty is multi-dimensional. The urban poor face multiple deprivations – 

inadequate access to affordable housing, basic civic services like water, sanitation, drainage, solid waste management, 
roads, street lighting, health care, education and social security, and livelihoods opportunities. 

The dimensions of urban poverty can be divided into three categories: 

(i) Residential vulnerability (access to land, shelter, basic services, etc.); 

(ii) Social vulnerability (deprivations related to factors like gender, age and social stratification, lack of social protection, 
inadequate voice and participation in governance structures, 

 (iii) Occupational vulnerability (precarious livelihoods, dependence on informal sector for employment and earnings, 
lack of job security, poor working conditions, etc.). 

These vulnerabilities are inter-related. Amongst the urban poor, there are sections subject to greater vulnerability in 
terms of the above classification; these include women, children, and the aged, SCs, STs, minorities and differently-
abled persons who deserve attention on a priority basis. 

National Urban Livelihood Mission: 

To reduce poverty and vulnerability of the urban poor households by enabling them to access gainful self-employment 
and skilled wage employment opportunities, resulting in an appreciable improvement in their livelihoods on a 
sustainable basis, through building strong grassroots level institutions of the poor. The mission would aim at providing 
shelter equipped with essential services to the urban homeless in a phased manner. In addition, the Mission would 
also address livelihood concerns of the urban street vendors by facilitating access to suitable spaces, institutional 
credit, social security and skills to the urban street vendors for accessing emerging market opportunities. 
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Reducing homelessness and poverty reduction are linked: 

 The very aim of NULM is providing shelter equipped with essential services in phased manner to urban poor 
including urban homeless. This will provide the social security to Urban poor. 

 The economic forces in property business are so strong that the poor cannot survive and afford to have a home 
in normal circumstances. The NULM thus uplifts the lifestyle of people by provision of well-equipped services in 
home. 

 This program is directly reducing slum formation in urban areas. Slums are one of the biggest challenges in 
reducing the Urban poverty. 

 Self-employment Programme (SEP) component of NULM focuses on providing financial assistance to 
individuals/groups of urban poor for setting up gainful self-employment microenterprises/ventures, suited to 
their skills, aptitude, training and local conditions. 

 NULM aims to achieve universal financial inclusion, through opening of basic savings accounts, facilitating access 
to financial literacy, credit, affordable insurance, and remittance facilities to the urban poor and their institutions. 

 The objective of City Livelihoods Centre (CLC) is to provide a platform where by the urban poor can market their 
services and access information and other benefits. CLCs will act as a “one-stop shop” for those seeking services 
from the informal sector as well as for the urban poor promoting their services and products. 

 NULM focuses on providing assistance for development / upgrading of the skills of the urban poor so as to 
enhance their capacity for self-employment and salaried employment. EST&P intends to provide training to the 
urban poor as per the skill demand from the market, so that they can set up self-employment ventures or secure 
salaried employment. 

 NULM supports promotion of novel initiatives in the form of innovative projects. These initiatives may be in the 
nature of pioneering efforts, aimed at catalysing sustainable approaches to urban livelihoods through Public, 
Private, Community Partnership (P-P-C-P), demonstrating a promising methodology or making a distinct impact 
on the urban poverty situation through scalable initiatives. 

Conclusion: 

The pronouncements of the Supreme Court of India have brought into focus the plight of the urban homeless by 
holding that the right to dignified shelters is a necessary component of the right to life under Article 21 of the 
Constitution of India. NULM is multidimensional program that targets the very specific aspects of life of urban poverty 
and helps millions of people to live a life of dignity. 
 

Q) Discuss the causes, consequences and global hunger crisis and the role of international agencies in 

addressing this crisis. (200 Words) 

Down to Earth 

Introduction :- An unprecedented 81 million people are in need of emergency food assistance in 2017. The U.N. has 
declared the global hunger emergency the largest humanitarian crisis since 1945. Across East Africa, the Lake Chad 
Basin and Yemen, starvation threatens over 20 million people — more than the populations of New York City, Los 
Angeles, Houston, Chicago and Philadelphia combined. Ethiopia, Somalia, Yemen, Nigeria, and South Sudan are already 
experiencing emergency levels of food insecurity and face a credible risk of famine. 

Quick facts :- 

 In 2015, 777 million people were estimated to be hungry 

 According to a new report, the food security situation has deteriorated in parts of sub-Saharan AFrica and South-
Eastern and Western Asia 

 The FAO estimates that in 2016 almost 520 million people in Asia, over 243 million in Africa and more than 42 
million in Latin America and the Caribbean did not have access to sufficient food energy 

 Some 155 million children aged under five are stunted while 52 million suffer from wasting 

 Africa continues to suffer as a result of violence and famine 
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Causes :- 

 The crisis is the result of prolonged 
drought, violence and insecurity. 
Consecutive years of poor rains 
and harvests have decimated crops 
across South Sudan, Somalia, 
Ethiopia, and Kenya. 

 Families are dying not only from 
starvation, but also from diseases 
such as cholera and measles 
because they lack clean water and 
sanitation. 

 Plus, ongoing fighting in countries 
such as Yemen prevents 
humanitarian workers from 
reaching many of the children, 
women, and men who need 
lifesaving assistance. And as 
families are forced to flee their 
homes to escape violence or find 
food, their needs begin to multiply. 

 On the contrary, decades of 
skewed agricultural policies, 
inequitable trade, and 
unsustainable development have 
thrown the world’s food systems 
into a volatile boom and bust cycle 
and widened the gap between 
affluence and poverty. 

Role of international agencies :- 

 By focusing on women, WFP is 
working to break the cycle of 
hunger in Malawi. :- In Malawi as 
elsewhere, WFP is aware of the 
essential role that women play in 
ending the cycle of hunger and poverty. Worldwide evidence shows that when women are disadvantaged so are 
their entire communities. Increasing women’s control over financial and physical assets not only raises 
agricultural productivity, but it also improves child health and nutrition, and increases household spending on 
education, ultimately contributing to better food security and poverty reduction. 

 FAO worked and recently recognized 13 countries for reducing hunger by half. These are Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Cuba, Djibouti, Georgia, Ghana, Guyana, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan etc. It was result of strong regional commitments 
and international donor community support which were supporting national anti-hunger efforts. 

 The World Bank, the World Trade Organization, the World Food Program, the Millennium Challenge, The Alliance 
for a Green Revolution in Africa, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and industrial giants like Yara Fertilizer, 
Cargill, Archer Daniels Midland, Syngenta, DuPont, and Monsanto, carefully try to address the root causes of the 
food crisis. 
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Q) India’s record of reducing poverty pales in comparison to China, Brazil and Mexico. What lessons should 

India learn from these countries in its efforts at reducing poverty? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Ans- 

The World Bank’s Atlas of Sustainable Development Goals has noted the variations in the quantum of poverty 
reduction in the different countries. It found that proportion of people removed out of poverty in India is considerably 
less than other emerging economies like China, Brazil and Mexico. It states that India extricated 120 million people 
from extreme poverty between 1990 and 2013. Over the same period, China reduced the number of people living in 
extreme poverty from 756 million to 25 million. Even Brazil and Mexico whose economic growths were lesser than 
India in the same period were able to extract more people out of poverty compared to total number of poor people. 

What lessons should India learn from these countries in its efforts to reduce the poverty? 

 An essential element in any enduring poverty alleviation strategy is to offer various means to poor people to earn 
livable income and reducing the ways by which people fall back into poverty basket. 

 Well-conceived and effectively implemented state-sponsored anti-poverty and social protection schemes play a 
significant role in reducing poverty.  

 Redistributive transfers have played effective role in reducing the poverty in Brazil. India too needs redistributive 
transfers where rising inequality have nullified the positive impact of the growth on poverty reduction. 

 Conditional Cash Transfers (CCTs) can also prove as an effective instrument in poverty reduction. An added 
attraction of transfers is that, beyond the immediate safety net objective, they could also serve longer term 
objectives through behavioural changes in households. 

 The essential condition for welfare program and schemes to succeed is that they need to be accompanied by 
social infrastructure in terms of quality education and healthcare services. In Brazil poverty reduction measures 
could have had better results, had health programs like CCT Bolsa Familia achieved the intended results. 

 Similarly, the impact of Mexico’s Oportunidades on health outcomes has been inconsistent, owing to variations 
in the quality of health infrastructure, scarcity of medicine, low level of care, and discourteous treatment by 
health professionals. 

The economic survey of India in its recent edition has talked about providing Universal Basic Income (UBI) to all its 
citizens. The feasibility and desirability of such program is being debated in India, it is mainly conceived with an idea 
to block the ways by which people above poverty line fall back into poverty basket. 

To maximise the bang for the buck, an effective poverty strategy should pay attention to the short-term safety-net 
aspects of any transfer-based programme, the medium-term behavioural effects, and perhaps most critically, the 
longer-term changes in outcomes. The aim therefore should be to stop people from becoming poor and maximize the 
channels for upward rise making access to the right mix of social services critical. 
 

Topic:  Salient features of world’s physical geography. 

Q) What are hurricanes? The rainfall from recent Hurricane Harvey has exceeded the amount from the 

previous record-bearer, Tropical Storm Amelia in 1978. Examine the reasons. (200 Words) 

Down to Earth 

Hurricanes are giant, spiraling tropical storms that can pack wind speeds of over 160 miles (257 kilometers) an hour 
and unleash more than 2.4 trillion gallons (9 trillion liters) of rain a day. These same tropical storms are known as 
cyclones in the northern Indian Ocean and Bay of Bengal, and as typhoons in the western Pacific Ocean. 

Hurricanes form over warm ocean waters. Sometimes they strike land. When a hurricane reaches land, it pushes a 
wall of ocean water ashore. This wall of water is called a storm surge. Heavy rain and storm surge from a hurricane 
can cause flooding. 
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What are the Parts of a Hurricane? 

1. Eye: The eye is the “hole” at the center of the storm. Winds are light in this area. Skies are partly cloudy, and 
sometimes even clear. 

2. Eye wall: The eye wall is a ring of thunderstorms. These storms swirl around the eye. The wall is where winds are 
strongest and rain is heaviest. 

3. Rain bands: Bands of clouds and rain go far out from a hurricane’s eye wall. These bands stretch for hundreds of 
miles. They contain thunderstorms and sometimes tornadoes. 

What Makes Hurricanes Form? 

Scientists don’t know exactly why or how a hurricane forms. But they do know that two main ingredients are needed. 
One ingredient is warm water. Warm ocean waters provide the energy a storm needs to become a hurricane. Usually, 
the surface water temperature must be 26 degrees Celsius (79 degrees Fahrenheit) or higher for a hurricane to form. 

The other ingredient is winds that don’t change much in speed or direction as they go up in the sky. Winds that change 
a lot with height can rip storms apart. 

How Are Hurricanes Named? 

There can be more than one hurricane at a time. This is one reason hurricanes are named. Names make it easier to 
keep track of and talk about storms. 

A storm is given a name if it becomes a tropical storm. That name stays with the storm if it goes on to become a 
hurricane. (Tropical disturbances and depressions don’t have names.) 

Each year, tropical storms are named in alphabetical order. The names come from a list of names for that year. There 
are six lists of names. Lists are reused every six years. If a storm does a lot of damage, its name is sometimes taken off 
the list. It is then replaced by a new name that starts with the same letter. 

What made the rain in Hurricane Harvey so extreme? 

Tropical cyclones in general are very efficient rain producers, because they draw large quantities of water vapor into 
the atmosphere from a warm ocean. That moist air rises and the water vapor condenses, and a large fraction of that 
water falls as rain. Tropical cyclones can also last a long time; if their motion slows, then a particular region can 
experience that heavy rainfall for multiple days. 
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Usually, when a tropical cyclone turns poleward from the tropics toward the United States, it will interact with one or 
more midlatitude weather systems that will send the storm on its way after a day or two. But this time, the jet stream 
has been positioned well to the north of Texas, so none of these disturbances has approached, and Harvey’s center of 
circulation has barely moved since it made landfall. 

This combination of unusually high rain rates and long duration has resulted in a very large area with 30 to 45 inches 
of rain in a few days.The forecasting of tornadoes in same areas in which flash flooding has taken place increased the 
risk to larger extent. 

One reason for Harvey’s estimated record cost is the sheer amount of rain and flooding brought on by the storm. 
Harvey set the record for tropical cyclone rainfall measured in any one place in the U.S. over at least the past 50 years. 

Because of Harvey’s flood impacts, many have compared it to Hurricane Katrina. Katrina’s devastation was a result of 
the failure of government flood protection systems, violent storm surges, a chaotic evacuation plan and an ill-prepared 
city government. Harvey, on the other hand, has caused massive flooding at a slower pace, without Katrina’s deadly 
surge. In this way it resembles other costly and damaging tropical cyclones of the past 30 years. 
 

Topic: Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) and in 

flora and fauna and the effects of such changes 

Q) It is said that the many environmental concerns and massive price tag of the river-interlinking project 

may outweigh its projected benefits. Do you agree? Discuss critically. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The debate on the river linkage is very old and deserves the given time of discourse due to the huge cost involved and 
probable impacts of the project on ecological balance. The idea was first mooted in 1858 by British irrigation engineer 
Arthur Cotton, who is known as the ‘Delta Architect’ of the Godavari districts because of his work in irrigation 
engineering through his construction of the anicut system. 
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Background: 

The Indian Rivers Inter-link is a proposed large-scale civil engineering project that aims to link Indian rivers by a network 
of reservoirs and canals and so reduce persistent floods in some parts and water shortages in other parts of India. 

The Inter-link project has been split into three parts: 

 A northern Himalayan rivers inter-link component 

 A southern peninsular component 

 An intrastate rivers linking component. 

The project is being managed by India’s National Water Development Agency (NWDA), under its Ministry of Water 
Resources. NWDA has studied and prepared reports on 14 inter-link projects for Himalayan component, 16 inter-link 
projects for peninsular component and 37 intrastate river linking projects. 
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Benefits of river linking project: 

India also sees years of excess monsoons and floods, followed by below average or late monsoons with droughts. This 
geographical and time variance in availability of natural water versus the year round demand for irrigation, drinking 
and industrial water creates a demand-supply gap,  that has been worsening with India’s rising population. 

projects claim the answers to India’s water problem is to conserve the abundant monsoon water bounty, store it in 
reservoirs, and deliver this water – using rivers inter-linking project – to areas and over times when water becomes 
scarce. 

Beyond water security, the project is also seen to offer potential benefits to transport infrastructure through 
navigation, as well as to broadening income sources in rural areas through fish farming. 

Basis for opposition to project: 

Cost of the project: The comprehensive proposal to link Himalayan rivers with peninsular rivers for inters basin transfer 
of water was estimated to cost around Rs 5,60,000 crore in 2001. Land submergence and R&R (relief and rehabilitation) 
packages would be additional to the cost. There are no firm estimates available for the scheme, such as the cost of 
power required to lift water. 

A study by IIT Madras and IIT Bombay presented evidence to show that rainfall in ‘surplus’ basins was declining while 
it was increasing in ‘deficient’ basins. It means, the report added, that rainfall was getting uniform, thus negating 
transfer of the water. 

The Shah committee also pointed out that the linking of rivers will affect natural supply of nutrients for agricultural 
lands through curtailing flooding of downstream areas. 

Half a million people are likely to be displaced in the process that will create the huge burden on the government to 
deal with the issue of rehabilitation of displaced people. 

Usually rivers change their course and direction in about 100 years and if this happens after interlinking, then the 
project will not be feasible for a longer run. 

Due to interlinking of rivers, there will be decrease in the amount of fresh water entering seas and this will cause a 
serious threat to the marine life system and will be a major ecological disaster. 

The impact of river linking on wildlife has not studied well as river linkages may damage the animal corridors and 
natural niches of the wild animal. 

There is the possibility that, peninsular component of river linking may lead to the coastal erosion and submergence 
of coastal areas. 

Controversy over the NRLP ranges from dubious project design, negative environmental impacts such as change in the 
land-oceans and freshwater-seawater ecosystems, increase in seismic hazards, transfer of river pollution, and loss of 
forests and biodiversity, huge social and financial cost of about US$120 billion, and available less costly demand 
management options. 
 

Q) Interlinking of rivers may address the issue of paucity of water but poses a serious threat to the 

indigenous ecological diversity of the said rivers. Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The recent discourse about the river linkage in country is getting attention from much expertise all over the country. 
The idea is getting very rational criticism from many corners of the country and it is important to connect heart and 
mind of people rather interlinking rivers. 

Background: 

The Indian Rivers Inter-link is a proposed large-scale civil engineering project that aims to link Indian rivers by a network 
of reservoirs and canals and so reduce persistent floods in some parts and water shortages in other parts of India. 

The Inter-link project has been split into three parts: 

 A northern Himalayan rivers inter-link component 

 A southern peninsular component 
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 An intrastate rivers linking component. 

The project is being managed by India’s National Water Development Agency (NWDA), under its Ministry of Water 
Resources. NWDA has studied and prepared reports on 14 inter-link projects for Himalayan component, 16 inter-link 
projects for peninsular component and 37 intrastate river linking projects. 

 

Benefits of river linking project: 

India also sees years of excess monsoons and floods, followed by below average or late monsoons with droughts. This 
geographical and time variance in availability of natural water versus the year round demand for irrigation, drinking 
and industrial water creates a demand-supply gap,  that has been worsening with India’s rising population. 

projects claim the answers to India’s water problem is to conserve the abundant monsoon water bounty, store it in 
reservoirs, and deliver this water – using rivers inter-linking project – to areas and over times when water becomes 
scarce. 

Beyond water security, the project is also seen to offer potential benefits to transport infrastructure through 
navigation, as well as to broadening income sources in rural areas through fish farming. 

Basis for opposition to project: 

Cost of the project: The comprehensive proposal to link Himalayan rivers with peninsular rivers for inters basin transfer 
of water was estimated to cost around Rs 5,60,000 crore in 2001. Land submergence and R&R (relief and rehabilitation) 
packages would be additional to the cost. There are no firm estimates available for the scheme, such as the cost of 
power required to lift water. 
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A study by IIT Madras and IIT Bombay presented evidence to show that rainfall in ‘surplus’ basins was declining while 
it was increasing in ‘deficient’ basins. It means, the report added, that rainfall was getting uniform, thus negating 
transfer of the water. 

The Shah committee also pointed out that the linking of rivers will affect natural supply of nutrients for agricultural 
lands through curtailing flooding of downstream areas. 

Half a million people are likely to be displaced in the process that will create the huge burden on the government to 
deal with the issue of rehabilitation of displaced people. 

Usually rivers change their course and direction in about 100 years and if this happens after interlinking, then the 
project will not be feasible for a longer run. 

Due to interlinking of rivers, there will be decrease in the amount of fresh water entering seas and this will cause a 
serious threat to the marine life system and will be a major ecological disaster. 

The impact of river linking on wildlife has not studied well as river linkages may damage the animal corridors and 
natural niches of the wild animal. 

There is the possibility that, peninsular component of river linking may lead to the coastal erosion and submergence 
of coastal areas. 

Controversy over the NRLP ranges from dubious project design, negative environmental impacts such as change in the 
land-oceans and freshwater-seawater ecosystems, increase in seismic hazards, transfer of river pollution, and loss of 
forests and biodiversity, huge social and financial cost of about US$120 billion, and available less costly demand 
management options. 

Proposed alternative strategies: 

1. River being the ecological entity, it must be treated as an independent entity having huge life and cultural value 
as well. The approach to see water as a mere commodity must be shunned away with. 

2. People must revive river rather than connecting them. 

3. The work of river rejuvenation and water management must happen at local level with the principle of 
subsidiarity. 

4. The rejuvenation of river will recharge ground water level at local level. The issues of ground water scarcity are 
not getting required attention as compared to surface water. 

5. The people must decide about water in their area. The interlinking of river will take away the decision making 
power of local panchayat to decide about the water in their own region. The concept of river parliament comes 
from this very concern. 

River Parliament: Case study: 

In January 1999, gram sabhapatis (village chiefs) from 34 villages along the river Arvari met and unanimously decided 
to manage the river and the natural resources. In fact, the villagers, along with the Tarun Bharat Sangh (TBS), a non-
governmental organisation (NGO), had revived the dead Arvari through traditional water harvesting structures like 
johad s, and building new ones like check dams and anicuts. They met in January and formed a parliament to control 
these resources, while the government tried to impose its own hold. 

At the first parliament, the villagers adopted a constitution to regulate their activities. It was a tribute to Gandhi’s gram 
swaraj and the triumph of the people over an insensitive government. Believed to be the first of its kind in the country, 
it was a final expression of people who were disillusioned with the government. 
 

Q) “What India needs is not interlinking of rivers but something else to achieve water, agriculture and 

livelihood security.” Comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Linking of river has been the topic under discussion from long time. The possible benefits and risks involved are well 
calculated and it has been observed that, Cost Benefit ratio is not in favour of this project. Thus, a more 
comprehensive, decentralised and innovative approach is essential that must focus on region specific needs of water 
conservation. 
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 Usually rivers change their course and direction in about 100 years and if this happens after interlinking, then the 
project will not be feasible for a longer run. This may infact threaten the region with possibilities of floods. 

 River being the ecological entity, it must be treated as an independent entity having huge life and cultural value 
as well. The approach to see water as a mere commodity must be shunned away with. 

 People must revive river rather than connecting them. The efforts of Tarun Bharat Sangh in Rajasthan are success 
story of rejuvenation efforts made. 

 The work of river rejuvenation and water management must happen at local level with the principle of 
subsidiarity. 

 The rejuvenation of river will recharge ground water level at local level. The issues of ground water scarcity are 
not getting required attention as compared to surface water. Increased in ground water level will lead to recharge 
of local water reservoirs, thus secure the livelihood security by benefitting the Agriculture. 

 The people must decide about water in their area. The interlinking of river will take away the decision making 
power of local panchayat to decide about the water in their own region. The concept of river parliament comes 
from this very concern. 

 Small hydropower projects by localised methods of soil moisture conservation can provide livelihood to people. 
This does not need large hydro power plants. 

 One of the main reasons of agricultural drought is cultivation of cash crops in drought prone region. This lead to 
mismanagement of available water, many times water becomes available for rich farmers only. Farmers should 
incentivize to cultivate the crop which is suitable to that particular ecology. This will ensure livelihood security in 
longer terms. 

Conclusion: 

Controversy over the NRLP ranges from dubious project design, negative environmental impacts such as change in the 
land-oceans and freshwater-seawater ecosystems, increase in seismic hazards, transfer of river pollution, and loss of 
forests and biodiversity, huge social and financial cost of about US$120 billion, and available less costly demand 
management options. Innovative and localised solutions must be implemented in order to solve to issues of livelihood 
and Agricultural security. 

Supplementary information: 

The Indian Rivers Inter-link is a proposed large-scale civil engineering project that aims to link Indian rivers by a network 
of reservoirs and canals and so reduce persistent floods in some parts and water shortages in other parts of India. 

The Inter-link project has been split into three parts: 

 A northern Himalayan rivers inter-link component 

 A southern peninsular component 

 An intrastate rivers linking component. 

The project is being managed by India’s National Water Development Agency (NWDA), under its Ministry of Water 
Resources. NWDA has studied and prepared reports on 14 inter-link projects for Himalayan component, 16 inter-link 
projects for peninsular component and 37 intrastate river linking projects. 

Benefits of river linking project: 

India also sees years of excess monsoons and floods, followed by below average or late monsoons with droughts. This 
geographical and time variance in availability of natural water versus the year round demand for irrigation, drinking 
and industrial water creates a demand-supply gap,  that has been worsening with India’s rising population. 

projects claim the answers to India’s water problem is to conserve the abundant monsoon water bounty, store it in 
reservoirs, and deliver this water – using rivers inter-linking project – to areas and over times when water becomes 
scarce. 

Beyond water security, the project is also seen to offer potential benefits to transport infrastructure through 
navigation, as well as to broadening income sources in rural areas through fish farming. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  42 www.insightsias.com  

Basis for opposition to project: 

Cost of the project: The comprehensive proposal to link Himalayan rivers with peninsular rivers for inters basin transfer 
of water was estimated to cost around Rs 5,60,000 crore in 2001. Land submergence and R&R (relief and rehabilitation) 
packages would be additional to the cost. There are no firm estimates available for the scheme, such as the cost of 
power required to lift water. 

A study by IIT Madras and IIT Bombay presented evidence to show that rainfall in ‘surplus’ basins was declining while 
it was increasing in ‘deficient’ basins. It means, the report added, that rainfall was getting uniform, thus negating 
transfer of the water. 

The Shah committee also pointed out that the linking of rivers will affect natural supply of nutrients for agricultural 
lands through curtailing flooding of downstream areas. 

Half a million people are likely to be displaced in the process that will create the huge burden on the government to 
deal with the issue of rehabilitation of displaced people. 

Usually rivers change their course and direction in about 100 years and if this happens after interlinking, then the 
project will not be feasible for a longer run. 

Due to interlinking of rivers, there will be decrease in the amount of fresh water entering seas and this will cause a 
serious threat to the marine life system and will be a major ecological disaster. 

The impact of river linking on wildlife has not studied well as river linkages may damage the animal corridors and 
natural niches of the wild animal. 

There is the possibility that, peninsular component of river linking may lead to the coastal erosion and submergence 
of coastal areas. 
 

Topic:  Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 

cyclone etc 

Q) Differentiate between earthquake magnitude and intensity. How does the modern magnitude scale 

work? How are large earthquakes measured? (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Magnitude and Intensity measure different characteristics of earthquakes. Magnitude measures the energy released 
at the source of the earthquake. Magnitude is determined from measurements on seismographs. Intensity measures 
the strength of shaking produced by the earthquake at a certain location. Intensity is determined from effects on 
people, human structures, and the natural environment. 

When an earthquake occurs, its magnitude can be given a single numerical value on the Richter Magnitude Scale. 
However the intensity is variable over the area affected by the earthquake, with high intensities near the epicenter 
and lower values further away. 

These are allocated a value depending on the effects of the shaking according to the Modified Mercalli Intensity Scale. 
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How Strong Earthquake Feels to Observer. Qualitative assessment of the kinds of damage done by an earthquake. 
Depends on distance to earthquake & strength of earthquake. Determined from the intensity of shaking and damage 
from the earthquake. Magnitude. Related to Energy Release. Quantitative measurement of the amount of energy 
released by an earthquake by modern seismograph. Depends on the size of the fault that breaks. Determined from 
Seismic Records. 

Working of Magnitude scale: 

 The Richter magnitude of an earthquake is determined from the logarithm of the amplitude of waves recorded 
by seismographs. 

 Adjustments are included to compensate for the variation in the distance between the various seismographs and 
the epicenter of the earthquake. 

 The Richter magnitude scale assigns a magnitude number to quantify the size of an earthquake. 

 The Richter scale, developed in the 1930s, is a base-10 logarithmic scale in order to cover the huge range of 
earthquakes. 

 It defines magnitude as the logarithm of the ratio of the amplitude of the seismic waves to arbitrary, minor 
amplitude, as recorded on a standardized seismograph at a standard distance. 

 Because of the logarithmic basis of the scale, each whole number increase in magnitude represents a tenfold 
increase in measured amplitude; in terms of energy, each whole number increase corresponds to an increase of 
about 31.6 times the amount of energy released, and each increase of 0.2 corresponds to a doubling of the energy 
released. 

Moment magnitude scale: 

 Today the moment magnitude scale, abbreviated MW, is preferred because it works over a wider range of 
earthquake sizes and is applicable globally. The moment magnitude scale is based on the total moment release 
of the earthquake. 

 Moment is a product of the distance a fault moved and the force required to move it. It is derived from modeling 
recordings of the earthquake at multiple stations. 

 Moment magnitude estimates are about the same as Richter magnitudes for small to large earthquakes. But only 
the moment magnitude scale is capable of measuring M8 and greater events accurately. 

 Magnitude scales can be used to describe earthquakes so small that they are expressed in negative numbers. The 
scale also has no upper limit, so it can describe earthquakes of unimaginable and (so far) inexperienced intensity, 
such as magnitude 10.0 and beyond. 
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Earthquake Magnitude Scale 

Magnitude          Earthquake Effects                                                                   Estimated Number Each Year 

2.5 or less            Usually not felt, but can be recorded by seismograph.             900,000 

2.5 to 5.4              Often felt, but only causes minor damage.                                   30,000 

5.5 to 6.0              Slight damage to buildings and other structures                          500 

6.1 to 6.9              May cause a lot of damage in very populated areas.                  100 

7.0 to 7.9              Major earthquakes & Serious damage                                          20 

8.0 or greater     Great earthquake. Can totally destroy communities 

                            Near the epicenter                                                                       One every 5 to 10 years 
 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies  

Q) Among megacities—cities with the population of at least 14 million—Delhi has the worst air quality, 

according to a WHO report. Why does the air continues to be unhealthy in Delhi? Is it an indication of 

failure of existing framework used to tackle air pollution? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The air quality in Delhi, the capital of India, according to a WHO survey of 1600 world cities, is the worst of any major 
city in the world. Two other cities in India have worse air quality than Delhi: Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh, and Raipur 
in Chhattisgarh. 

Air pollution in India is estimated to kill 1.5 million people every year; it is the fifth largest killer in India. India has the 
world’s highest death rate from chronic respiratory diseases and asthma, according to the WHO. In Delhi, poor quality 
air damages irreversibly the lungs of 2.2 million or 50 percent of all children. 

What Causes Pollution in Delhi? 

Air pollution in Delhi’s National Capital Region (NCR) is comprised of a complex mix of pollution from human 
activities  (vehicle emissions, industry, construction and residential fuel burning) as well as natural sources like dust 
and sea salt. 

City activities contribute to the air pollution. The NCR generates 10,000 tons per day of municipal solid waste, much 
of which is eventually burned; adding particulate pollution to the air and galloping urbanization brings massive 
construction projects to the area. 

In addition, Delhi has more than 7.4 million vehicles on its roads, with an additional 1,200 added each day and the 
result is a pollution “hotspot.” 

The heavy concentration of particulate matter is greatly affected by meteorological conditions –in the winter, cool air 
causes “inversions” that stagnant the air and trap pollution close to the ground. 

Air flow patterns from Afghanistan and Pakistan pick up emissions as they move over the densely urbanized regions 
of Punjab and Haryana where farmers burn the straw in their fields and pull this pollution into Delhi.  Pre-monsoon 
dust storms also contribute to air pollution in the region. 

Dust and soil level in the air increase in summer when temperatures are high with less rainfall. However, in winter 
season, when people use wood and other substances for heating, low temperature accompanied with little or no wind 
can lead to building-up of pollutants in the atmosphere. 

Geographically, Delhi also suffers from the atmospheric dust blown in from the deserts of the western state of 
Rajasthan and the polluted air that makes way from the industries and burning farms of neighboring states of Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab. 
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Government response: 

The Supreme Court in 2016 had asked the 
Union government to prepare a graded 
response action plan specifically for the 
city—to improve their air quality. The 
graded response programme is described 
as a big step forward because for the first 
time there is a legal framework for 
coordination among Delhi’s various 
pollution controlling agencies and its 
neighbouring states. 

The reasons for failure of government 
efforts are: 

The CPCB and the state pollution control 
boards (SPCBs) face institutional, technical, 
and manpower constraints. 

Delhi has 15 air pollution monitoring 
stations manned by the CPCB, of which only 10 are functional. The non-functioning of air pollution monitoring agencies 
hampers the pollution control efforts. 

Delhi’s air pollution is mainly due to the burning of crop residue and it is variable and depends on the time of the year: 
it is about 26% during winters and 12% during the summer. The involvement of various states makes this issue more 
complicated. 

There is need of long distance travelling to get at work place for many people; there should be some solution for this 
long distance travelling in city management plan. 

Conclusion: 

The air pollution at capital place of country needs an immediate and serious attention by all stakeholders rather than 
just government agencies. The multistakeholder approach only can find long lasting and sustainable solution for this 
problem. 
 

Topic: Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the 

Indian subcontinent); 

Q) It is said that Russia’s prospects as the world’s biggest wheat exporter and a grain superpower are 

bright. Examine the reasons and prospects. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Russia is about to become the world’s biggest wheat exporter for the first time. The Black Sea region, consisting of 
Russia, Ukraine, and Kazakhstan, has become a force in the international wheat market, boosted by high yields, weak 
currencies and falling freight rates. Grain flows from Russia are expected rise again this year after strong wheat output 
growth, with production expected to hit new records at around 70m tonnes. 

The reasons for increase in the crop yield are: 

As of the rise in global temperatures there are favorable climatic conditions for wheat growth in Russia. 

There is longer growing season that is resulting into better crop yields. 

More carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is also good for crop of Wheat leading to the bumper yield. 

Climate change means Russian farms can expand northward, to lands that were never used to grow grain. Those lands 
were abandoned in the early years of post-Soviet capitalism because they required too much investment and yielded 
little if any profit; that’s changing, both for climate-related reasons and with technological advances. 
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The Russian capitalist transition and the almost-free but excessively bureaucratized trade in land have created a few 
dozen large agricultural conglomerates, which have adopted Western technology to increase yields and which have 
been receiving increased government support since 2005, when the Kremlin declared agriculture a national priority. 

 

The future prospects are: 

The boom in Russia is attracting some of the world’s biggest trading houses, with Olam International Ltd., Cargill Inc. 
and Glencore Plc investing into everything from silos to export terminals. 

Rich soil, government support and proximity to Black Sea ports for shipping means Russian costs can be as little as half 
those of major competitors supplying key import markets in the Middle East. 

On top of strong output growth around the world, a lack of good quality storage in Russia will mean that this year’s 
competition on the wheat market will be especially fierce. 

With storage limited in the face of a record crop, Russian farmers and grain handlers will turn to overseas markets, 
leading to heavy exports especially in the months immediately after the harvest. 
 

 

 

***** 
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