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General Studies – 2; Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 
structure, mandate 
 

China’s Role in Dealing with North Korea 
 

1) Introduction 

 China is North Korea’s biggest trade partner and has the most leverage on Kim Jong-un’s regime. 

 It has helped sustain Kim Jong-un’s regime, and has historically opposed harsh international 
sanctions on North Korea in the hope of avoiding regime collapse and a refugee influx 

 However, China has ordered North Korean-owned businesses on its soil to close, cutting foreign 
revenue for North Korea under U.N. sanctions imposed over its nuclear and missile programmes. 
 

2) Background 

 China shares its northeast border with North Korea. 

 China is Pyongyang's largest economic link to the rest of the world.  

 China accounts for at least 85 percent of North Korea's trade despite North Korea's provocations 
and subsequent sanctions. 

 China has long supported North Korea because it serves as a buffer from US troops stationed in 
South Korea. 
 

3) North Korea's Nuclear test 

 North Korea has conducted six underground nuclear tests so far  

  Recently North Korea carried out its largest nuclear test and China lodged an official protest. 

 North Korea’s nuclear programme is becoming increasingly problematic for China’s desire to 
maintain regional stability. 
 

4) Why China wants stable North Korea 

 If Kim Jong Un's regime were to collapse, China would face a massive influx of refugees. 

 Beijing fears that a military conflict could result in china being massively contaminated by nuclear 
fallout. 
 

5) China's Role 

 No country is thought to have more influence over North Korea than China. 

 China has the most leverage over North Korea because of the decades-long relationship and 
economic relationship  

 Beijing’s cooperation is essential to the success of sanctions aimed at stopping the North Korea's 
pursuit of weapons technology.  
 

6) Why is China hesitating to put more pressure on North Korea? 

 China fears regime change in North Korea, would bring reunification with the South. 

 That would put the Korean Peninsula completely under US influence 

 US soldiers would be stationed directly on China's border, something the leadership in Beijing 
wants to avoid. 

 Chinese businesses will be hurt more by the sanctions on North Korea. 
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7) Challenges 

 The sanctions have done nothing to keep North Korea from pushing forward with its nuclear and 
missile programmes. 

 U.S. relations with China have soured in recent times. 

 The recent sanctions by china are not entirely isolating North Korea because china made no 
mention of crude oil, which makes up the bulk of Chinese energy supplies to North Korea  

 The sanctions are too complicated to implement, private businesses independently aid North Korea  

 Isolation and sanctions against North Korea has made Kim regime more paranoid on the west. 
Recent death of an American student Otto Warmbier is an example of this.  
 

8) Way Forward 

 All relevant parties must be cautious in their words and actions, and do things that help to alleviate 
tensions and enhance mutual trust 

 The sanctions must impact deeply on the Kim dynasty and not on the innocent people.  

 Negotiations between U.S and North Korea to achieve a freeze on North Korea's nuclear 
development 

 Removal of THAAD missile from South Korea will ease the situation for both North Korea and China 

 The United Nations should try to aware North Korea of its humanitarian needs towards its citizens. 
It should help North Korea to enhance its economy and maximize its trade to gain its trust 

 Incentivise trade agreements with neighbouring countries to reduce its negative balance of trade, 
opening up its economy, increased people-to-people contacts, cultural contacts, etc. 

 
 


