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General Studies-1; Topic:  Nationalism, Regionalism 
 

Subnationalism 
 

1) Introduction 

 Subnationalism is the policy of asserting the interest of one's own state/region/province, as 
separate from the interest of the nation and the common interest of all other 
states/regions/provinces. 

 Along with the nationalism, India is also witnessing the re-emergence of subnationalism  

 This is emerging strongly from Karnataka, for a separate State flag.  

 Protest against the imposition of Hindi on the signboards of Metro stations in Bengaluru. 
 

2) The idea was promoted in the past in many instances and Constitutional Provisions 

 Demands for language-based provinces during the freedom movement. 

 States Reorganisation Act, 1956 providing for linguistic States. 

 The Official Languages Act, 1963 preventing the transition of India’s official language from English 
to Hindi. 

 The first-past-the-post electoral system tends to favour ethnocultural majorities. 

  There are certain group-based fundamental rights provided in the Constitution, such as in Articles 
29 and 30.  

 Part XXI of the Constitution has a set of special provisions for certain States and sub-State regions 

 Fifth and Sixth Schedules give special measures for the administration of areas with high Scheduled 
Tribe populations. 
 

3) Views that support that India supports Subnationalism aspirations 

 India has flexible constitutional order that enables creative solutions to subnational aspirations.  

 The creation of new States based on varied grounds 

 Subnationalism has sustained India as a nation state for 70 years, respecting “multiple but 
complementary” socio-cultural identities. 

 It also provides constitutional mechanisms to accommodate political claims arising out of these 
identities.  
 

4) Advantages 

 Subnationalism is positively linked to social development. 

 Greater the level of subnational solidarity, higher will be the State’s commitment to social welfare. 
Kerala’s success is the most striking example.   

 Subnationalism can be seen as a counter-narrative to the idea of aggressive nationalism that 
restricts any alternative ideas of self-identification. 

 It works towards fostering a shared political community accommodating the multiple aspirations of 
a diverse population. 

 It gives space for expressing the linguistic and cultural rights in a plural society. 

 In certain cases it may represent one of the most disadvantaged sections of the society and thus 
opens new avenues for their socio cultural upliftment. 

 The anti-Brahmin movement in South India brought the unity among remaining sections of society 
to fight against caste oppression. 
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 Sub nationalism promotes ideal of competitive federalism where every state strives to compete 
with each other for prosperity. 
 

5) Fuelling majoritarian impulses 

 High levels of subnationalism have spawned violent ethnic conflict in many states. 

 Gujarat and Maharashtra have witnessed ethnic riots unleashed against their religious minorities 
and immigrants, respectively. 

 Assam has periodic violence targeting alleged Bangladeshi settlers. 

 The ‘othering’ of those who do not form an integral part of the subnation warns us of the dangers 
of subnationalism 

 With hyper-nationalism on the rise, it is important to reassert the pluralistic character of the Indian 
nation state. 
 

6) Concerns / Challenges 

 Within the sub-nationalism, there is further sub-nationalism of caste. 

 The system of job reservations is challenging the idea of national unity. 

 Sub nationalism may lead to fragmented political group that represents particular group rather 
than overall population which threatens the very basic principles of democracy. 

 In some cases sub nationalism creates challenges for law and order situation. 
  

7) Conclusion 

 As long as subnationalism is not secessionist, it should not be viewed as a threat, but rather as a 
constitutive element of India’s plural democracy. 

 
 


