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General Studies-2; Topic: India and its neighbourhood- relations; Effect of policies and 
politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

New US Afghan policy 
 

1) Introduction 

 US recently announced its South-Asia policy with prime focus on Afghanistan. 

 Trump's decision to deepen its military engagement in war-torn Afghanistan signals a significant 
shift in his position. 
 

2) US-Afghan Policy 

 US president Donald Trump has accused Pakistan for giving “safe haven to agents of chaos, violence 
and terror". 

 US would no longer tolerate Pakistan's policy of harbouring terrorists. 

 He mentioned on the role of India in stabilizing Afghanistan with economic assistance and 
development, but wants India to do more. 

 “Time-based approach” based on “conditions" for placing American troops in Afghanistan. 
Meaning, if the conditions are ripe, US troops will be pulled out. 

 America’s strategic partnership with India will deepen in South Asia and the Indo-Pacific 

 Military will have more operational autonomy to pursue terrorists, and commanders have been 
given authority to attack whenever they chose to. 
 

3) India's Response 

 India has welcomed United States new policy on Afghanistan, saying his move will help target “safe 
havens” of terrorism in South Asia. 

 US support for an Afghanistan-led peace process addresses a core concern of India. 

 India is committed to support Afghanistan in their efforts to bring peace, security and stability and 
prosperity in their country.  

 India has extended reconstruction and development assistance to Afghanistan 

 India will have to be watchful for the manner in which the Trump Afghan strategy will unfold. 
 

4) Consequences 

 From Obama's “AfPak,” policy Trump has changed this to “AfPakIndia” policy.  

 Afghanistan-led and Afghanistan-owned peace process will ensure peace and stability in 
Afghanistan. 

 New US Afghan policy may push Pakistan towards China and Russia. 

 US statement against Taliban and other terror groups ended distinctions like ‘good Taliban’ and 
‘bad Taliban’. 

 Pakistan may restrict the movement of trucks carrying supplies to US forces in landlocked 
Afghanistan.  
 

5) Present Status in Afghanistan 

 American involvement in Afghanistan is the country’s longest war which has entered its 16th year. 

 US and NATO troops for the past several years could not bring peace in Afghanistan. 

 Taliban is holding control over substantial portion of interior hinterland and attacks by Taliban are 
common in Kabul. 
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 Corruption and unemployment is rampant in Afghanistan. 

 The system of President and CEO is leading to more confusion and struggle. 

 There is poor governance and Afghanistan is yet to develop proper governance structures. 
 

6) Way Forward 

 It is time for Pakistan to demonstrate its commitment to civilization, order and to peace 

 Prevent nuclear weapons and materials from coming into the hands of terrorists 

 Security situation must be improved for Indian development to progress in Afghanistan. 

 Military power alone will not bring peace to Afghanistan or stop the terrorist threat arising in the 
country. 

 U.S. should also bring in Japan, the European Union and others into the developmental framework 
of Afghanistan, 

 U.S must have a “sustainable, sustained commitment,” in Afghanistan. 

 Fight against terrorism is not in the villages of Afghanistan, it has to be the fight against those who 
finance them and train them too.  

 Parallel to the reconciliation process, the training of Afghan security forces (ANSDF) and equipping 
them is most important. 

 Put pressure on those countries that support the terror groups that come and commit violence in 
Afghanistan. 

 India as a good friend of Russia and Iran, can convince them to work with the Afghan government 
to support the peace process. 

 China can use its influence on Pakistan to change its policy and to support the peace process in 
Afghanistan. 

 India-U.S.-Afghanistan partnership is the way forward for peace and stability in Afghanistan. 
 
 


