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General Studies Paper - II 
 

Topic:   Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure 

Q) The authors of India’s Constitution took the extraordinarily bold step of giving all adult 

citizens the right to vote, making India the world’s first large democracy to adopt universal 

adult suffrage from its very inception. Discuss critically the consequences of 

‘instant universal adult suffrage’ for India. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction: 

Democracy took a giant step forward with the first general election held in 1951-52 over a four-month period. These 
elections were the biggest experiment in democracy anywhere in the world. The elections were held based on 
universal adult franchise, with all those twenty-one years of age or older having the right to vote. There were over 173 
million voters, most of them poor, illiterate, and rural, and having had no experience of elections. The big question at 
the time was how the people would respond to this opportunity. Many were skeptical about such an electorate being 
able to exercise its right to vote in a politically mature and responsible manner. 

Universal adult suffrage: 

India adopted universal adult suffrage in the constitution itself. Constitution makers were unanimous on the 
requirement of UAF in India. As a result of it under article 326 of Indian constitution it was described that no citizen of 
India would be denied of his right to vote except by the authority of law. Acceptance of UAF was in accordance with 
the democratic idea of “Governance of the people, for the people and by the people”. 

Merits of acceptance Universal adult suffrage: 

 It was to establish a formal and political equality in a socially diversified India. Moral reason behind this 
acceptance was that those who are affected by the law should be a part of the law making process. 

 Prudential reason is the power should be shared unless it would create conflict and would destroy the harmony. 

 The shares of voter who are from rural and marginalized section have seen a greater turnout aiming to steer the 
ship of governance. 

 We can see a rise in women voters and universal adult franchise has served as a tool for empowerment. 

 Universal adult franchise has ensured that minorities wield sufficient power so not to get neglected. 

 Indian Founding father dreamed for the Independent and Republic India where everyone has Equal opportunity 
and not one discriminated on basis of religion, sex or Caste. UAS is basic need to full fill this dream of the founding 
father. 

Challenges in Universal adult suffrage: 

 The processes of incremental suffrage expansion in country had a major impact on the development of their 
political systems in India at that time. 

 As new priorities arose, public institutions and capacities had to be created or overhauled to suit them. There 
was the huge stress on the public institutions to complete the mammoth task of general election without any 
kind of previous experience. 

 In 1947, moreover, barely 18 percent of Indian voters were literate. People could vote, but grasping how 
government worked and laying out coherent demands were large early challenges. 

 With so much emphasis going to national projects and the task of consolidating power at the center, governance 
capacities in the states suffered. Especially hard-hit were efforts to provide public goods related to education and 
health, for the 1950 Constitution had made the states, not the central government, primarily responsible in these 
areas. 
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Conclusion: 

As democratic nation, instant universal suffrage must form a big part of our answer to many question linked with 
success of democracy. Yet instant universal suffrage also must bear much of the blame for the lamentably weak 
capacity so long displayed by India’s public institutions, especially at the state and local level. The incremental spread 
of suffrage—such as occurred in most other democracies— could arguably have laid superior groundwork for a more 
able state. Whether the Indian state can rise to this challenge remains to be seen. 
 

Q) Examine the various issues associated with the Article 35A of the Constitution of India. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

What is article 35 A? 

Article 35A of the Indian Constitution is an article that empowers the Jammu and Kashmir state’s legislature to define 
“permanent residents” of the state and provide special rights and privileges to those permanent residents. It is added 
to the Constitution through a Presidential Order, i.e., The Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 
1954 – issued by the President of India, “in exercise of the powers conferred by” clause (1) of Article 370 of the 
Constitution, with the concurrence of the Government of the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Text of the Article 

“Saving of laws with respect to permanent residents and their rights — Notwithstanding anything contained in this 
Constitution, no existing law in force in the State of Jammu and Kashmir, and no law hereafter enacted by the 
Legislature of the State: 

(a) Defining the classes of persons who are, or shall be, permanent residents of the State of Jammu and Kashmir; or 

(b) Conferring on such permanent residents any special rights and privileges or imposing upon other persons any 
restrictions as respects— 

(i) Employment under the State Government; 

(ii) Acquisition of immovable property in the State; 

(iii) Settlement in the State; or 

(iv) Right to scholarships and such other forms of aid as the State Government may provide, 

Shall be void on the ground that it is inconsistent with or takes away or abridges any rights conferred on the other 
citizens of India by any provision of this part 

The legality issues pointed are: 

 This order ‘added’ a new “Article 35A” to the Constitution of India. Addition or deletion of an Article amounted 
to an amendment to the Constitution which could be done only by Parliament as per procedure laid down in 
Article 368. But, Article 35A was never presented before Parliament. This meant the President had bypassed 
Parliament in this order to add Article 35A. 

 The Permanent resident certificate (PRC) classification created by Article 35A suffers from the violation of Article 
14, Equality before the Law. The non-resident Indian citizens cannot have the rights and privileges, same as 
permanent residents of Jammu and Kashmir. 

The main objections raised are: 

 It facilitates the violation of the right of women to ‘marry a man of their choice’ by not giving the heirs any right 
to property, if the woman marries a man not holding PRC. Therefore, her children are not given Permanent 
Resident Certificate and thereby considering them unfit for inheritance – not given any right to such a woman’s 
property even if she is a permanent resident. 

 It facilitates the free and unrestrained violation of fundamental rights of those workers and settlers like Scheduled 
Caste and Scheduled Tribe people who have lived there for generations. The Valmikis who were brought to the 
state during 1957 were given Permanent Resident Certificates on the condition that they and their future 
generations could stay in the state only if they continued to be safai-karmacharis (scavengers). 
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 Children of non-state subjects do not get admission to state colleges. 

 It ruins the status of West Pakistani refugees. Being citizens of India they are not stateless persons, but being 
non-permanent residents of Jammu and Kashmir, they cannot enjoy the basic rights and privileges as being 
enjoyed by permanent residents of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 It gives a free hand to the state government and politicians to discriminate between citizens of India, on an unfair 
basis and give preferential treatment to some by trampling over others, since the non-residents of the state are 
debarred from buying properties, getting a government job or voting in the local elections. 

Arguments in Support of this article: 

1. According to constitutional expert A G Noorani, the provisions in this article are not ultra vires and he refers to 
the various Articles in the Constitution, that similarly provide special rights to other Indian states like Nagaland 
(Article 371A) and Mizoram (Article 371G) and notes that there are various provisions in the Indian Constitution 
which confer “special status” to several other states also, in varying degrees based on historical reasons, and 
remarks that no objections were raised on them. 

2. The major political parties of the Kashmir Valley, NC and PDP have remained in support to the preservation and 
safeguarding of Article 370 and Article 35A. In defense of Article 35-A, the Jammu and Kashmir state Government 
in November 2015, prepared a report which read, “though Article 368 has been applied to State of Jammu and 
Kashmir, that would not curtail power of President under Article 370 to amend any provision of Constitution of 
India in its application to Jammu and Kashmir”. 

3. The constitutional validity of Article 35A is, therefore, well established as it protects legislation passed by the J&K 
legislature relating to benefits to Permanent Residents from challenge on the ground of violation of Fundamental 
Rights, while extending the chapter on Fundamental Rights of the Indian Constitution to J&K. Thus this provision 
is in the nature of a proviso to the extension of the chapter on Fundamental Rights in the Indian Constitution to 
J&K. In fact, the Fundamental Rights were extended to J&K through the 1954 Presidential Order. 

The autonomy of state and fundamental rights of residence of Jammu and Kashmir are far more important than 
political arguments in case of article 35A and article 370. The central government holds the moral responsibility to 
protect the above mentioned. 
 

Q) What impact will the recent nine bench verdict by the Supreme Court on right to private 

issue have on the Aadhaar case, which provided the context for this important moment in 

Indian constitutional history? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Ans – 

The recent verdict of the Supreme Court upholding privacy as a fundamental right albeit subject to reasonable 
restrictions will have following impact upon the Aadhar verdict : 

 The SC bench hearing the Aadhar case now has a “premise to judge” the validity of Aadhar w.r.t its infringement 
of the fundamental right to privacy. 

 The Aadhar verdict now has the added responsibility of defining “reasonable restrictions” to the recent 
fundamental right to privacy. 

 The Aadhar verdict would also define “what constitutes privacy”. That is, if allowing access to iris scan, finger 
prints, etc. to govt, amounts to breach of the fundamental right to privacy. 

 The Aadhar verdict now will have to explain whether Aadhar violates the fundamental right to privacy, as one is 
a statute while the other is a constitutional-cum-natural-cum-fundamental right. 

 The Aadhar verdict has to decide on the priorities like: fundamental right to privacy (Art 19-21) or the DPSP aimed 
at social and economic welfare of people (Art 38,47) for which Aadhar Act has been purportedly passed. 

 The e-KYC(Know your customer) which is largely used by the corporates and commercials will be regulated after 
this judgement. For example – While buying a Jio sim, just by giving Thumb verification, the service providers get 
all the data. 
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Precisely, the mandate to decide reasonable restrictions to privacy rights fall on the parliament, which would take 
time. Thus, in the meantime, the Aadhar verdict would have to depend on judicial pronouncement on what could 
possible include “reasonable restriction”. In the absence of such a clarity, it would be only be a turf war between the 
judiciary and the legislature till the time the legislature passes a constitutional amendment to define reasonable 
restrictions while the Court upholds its validity. 
 

Q) “The right to privacy is not just a common law right, not just a legal right, not just a 

fundamental right under the Constitution. It is a natural right inherent in every 

individual.” In the light of recent Supreme Court judgement on right to privacy, critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The court declared that the privacy to be a fundamental right. The Supreme Court has overruled verdicts given in the 
M.P. Sharma case in 1958 and the Kharak Singh case in 1961, both of which said that the right to privacy is not 
protected under the Indian constitution. 

The right to privacy is right to keep a domain around us, which includes all those things that are part of us, such as our 
body, home, property, thoughts, feelings, secrets and identity. The right to privacy gives us the ability to choose which 
parts in this domain can be accessed by others, and to control the extent, manner and timing of the use of those parts 
we choose to disclose. 

Right to privacy is also an individual right. Each individual is continually engaged in a personal adjustment process in 
which he balances the desire for privacy with the desire for disclosure and communication of himself to others, in light 
of the environmental conditions and social norms set by the society in which he lives. 

There have been attempts to reframe privacy as a fundamental human right, whose social value is an essential 
component in the functioning of democratic societies. A right to privacy is explicitly stated under Article 12 of the 1948 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a :No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, 
home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honor and reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection of 
the law against such interference or attacks. 

In India the Supreme Court adopted the three-pronged test required to declare right to privacy as a Fundamental right, 
these are, encroachment of any Article 21 right – legality-i.e. through an existing law; necessity, in terms of a legitimate 
state objective and proportionality that ensures a rational nexus between the object of the invasion and the means 
adopted to achieve that object. This clarification was crucial to prevent the dilution of the right in the future on the 
whims and fancies of the government in power. 

How the fundamental right to privacy will affect other domains such as Article 377 will depend on a case-by-case basis. 
The Supreme Court’s judgment effectively states that laws that seek to restrict privacy “must be just, fair and 
reasonable but also serve some compelling state interest”. 

Once the ‘right to privacy’ tyre hits the road and is used in more legal cases down the road, its eventual effect and 
potential restrictions will become clear. This broadly, however, applies to crucial upcoming cases on everything from 
marital rape to criminal defamation. 
 

Q) Differentiate between natural right, legal right and fundamental right. Discuss the 

implications of recent nine bench judgement on right to privacy to sexual autonomy and 

Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) . (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- Natural rights are those that are not dependent on the laws or customs of any particular culture or 
government, and therefore universal and inalienable (i.e., rights that cannot be repealed or restrained by human 
laws). Legal rights are those bestowed onto a person by a given legal system (i.e., rights that can be modified, repealed, 
and restrained by human laws). A fundamental right under Constitution of India is so fundamental that it can’t be 
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taken away even by a law passed by the parliament of India. For ex. Right to Life, no discrimination on the basis of sex, 
equality before law, etc.  

In recent judgements the constitutional right to privacy is no longer in any dispute and stands on firm ground. Its 
breadth is established over the entire chapter of fundamental rights, which include equality, free expression, right to 
life, religion. 

In doing this, it undercuts the basis of another dark stain on the history of the court when three years ago in the Suresh 
Koushal v. Naz Foundation case, the court refused to strike down Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code. It is now only 
matter of time when the case will be formally overruled. 

The basis of this is a key recognition of the nature of privacy being a natural right. The Supreme Court, by stating that 
the state does not bestow privacy, also has limited its ability to take it away. 

While the privacy judgement is a cause for celebration, its full benefit will only come when it is applied to actual state 
actions that undermine privacy. Scrapping the draconian, unconstitutional sections like 377 of Indian Penal Code can 
be the right step. 
 

Topic:  Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure 

Q) Critically comment on the electoral reforms suggested by the Election and Law 

Commissions and the actions taken by the union government on these reforms. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Election commission of India (ECI), constitutional body constituted under article 324 of the constitution of India, has 
given following suggestions as electoral reforms- 

1. Election commissioners should be given the security of tenure similar to chief election commissioner. 

2. ECI should have contempt power same as the court in India. Frequent contempt affects the dignity of the 
institution. 

3. There should be transparency in the funding of political parties. 

4. ECI should be given the power to make rules under Representation of people act 1951.  

5. ECI should have the power to audit the accounts of political parties. 

6. Election to the legislative assembly and to the parliament should be conducted simultaneously. 

7. Debar the candidate from contesting election if the criminal cases are pending against him. 

8. Make paid news an offence. 

9. Do not allow one candidate to contest from more than one constituency. 

The law commission of India is constituted by the government to suggest the legislation required on various topics. 
The law commission has recommended following electoral reforms- 

1. The political parties should be brought under the ambit of the RTI. 

2. There should be internal democracy in political parties. 

3. greater financial accountability of parties 

4. opening party affairs to public 

5. experimenting with State Funding of election model to check black money in elections; among others. 

The government has taken following actions as per the recommendations of ECI and law commission- 

1. NOTA was introduced to provide an alternative to the voters. 

2. Limitation on funding to political parties, Electoral bond was introduced to improve the transparency in electoral 
funding. 
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However, on Govt’s part, except for the recent proposal for electoral bonds and the ceiling on cash donations from 
anonymous sources, the Parliament has rejected other proposals with following excuses: 

1. Under vindictive politics candidates often try to sabotage the rival candidates with false complaints 

2. EC cannot be a body at par with the judiciary to try for contempt 

3. suggesting RoPA to be more than sufficient a measure to tame erring legislators etc. 

Way forward – 

The legislators may have no reason to put their own selves into question by amending laws to their own disadvantage. 
This is one stumbling block which very few democracies have actually crossed, as it demands a high sense of moral 
conscience on part of the ruling parties to do such a thing in keeping with the true ethos of democracy. This is also the 
litmus test for a higher evolution of a political society which if passed lays way to many more inter-related 
developments. A clamour for such demand is definitely impending whether it comes from the civil society or the 
judiciary or the govt itself. 
 

Q) Discuss the significance of the Public Premises (Eviction of Unauthorised Occupants) 

Amendment Bill. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Public Premises (Eviction of Unauthorised Occupants) Amendment Bill, 2017 was introduced by the Minister of 
Housing and Urban Affairs, Mr. Narendra Singh Tomar, in Lok Sabha on July 31, 2017.  The Bill amends the Public 
Premises (Eviction of Unauthorised Occupants) Act, 1971.  The Act provides for the eviction of unauthorised occupants 
from public premises in certain cases. 

The features and significance of the bill are: 

Residential accommodation:  The Bill defines ‘residential accommodation occupation’ as the occupation of public 
premises by a person on the grant of a license for such occupation.  The license must be given for a fixed tenure, or 
for the period the person holds office.  Further, the occupation must be allowed under the rules made by the central, 
state or union territory government, or a statutory authority (such as Parliament Secretariat, or a central government 
company, or premises belonging to a state government). 

Notice for eviction:  The Bill adds a provision laying down the procedure for eviction from residential 
accommodation.  It requires an estate officer (an officer of the central government) to issue a written notice to a 
person if he is in unauthorised occupation of a residential accommodation.  The notice will require the person to show 
cause of why an eviction order should not be made against him, within three working days.  The written notice must 
be fixed to a conspicuous part of the accommodation. 

Order of eviction:  After considering the cause shown, and making any other inquiries, the estate officer will make an 
order for eviction.  If the person fails to comply with the order, the estate officer may evict such person from the 
residential accommodation, and take possession of it.  For this purpose, the estate officer may also use such force as 
necessary. 

Payment of damages:  If the person in unauthorised occupation of the residential accommodation challenges the 
eviction order in any court, he will pay damages for every month of such occupation.  

The 1971 Act provides for summary eviction proceedings, under which the estate officer does not have to follow an 
elaborate procedure for serving notice, show cause, inquiry and hearing before passing the eviction order. But this 
procedure is not applicable to residential accommodations. This loophole in the existing 1971 Act has been exploited 
by unauthorised occupants who resort to dilatory tactics or move the High Court for a stay of the eviction order. 

The Amendment Bill has proposed the insertion of a new Section 3B. It proposes to extend summary eviction 
procedure to residential accommodations too. The unauthorised occupants would be provided a show cause notice 
of only three days. 

Efforts to evict an unauthorised occupant are often met with resistance and years of litigation. Instead of complying 
with the eviction order, the tenant prefers to move court. 
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The Public Premises (Eviction of Unauthorised Occupants) Amendment Bill, introduced in the Lok Sabha, comes up 
with an answer for this problem. It proposes to insert a new sub-section (3A) in Section 7 of the 1971 Act to the effect 
that if an unauthorised occupant goes to court against an eviction order, he/she will be bound to pay “damages” for 
every month of his/ her stay in the particular residential accommodation. 
 

Q) What is the objective behind idea of paying a salary to legislators in India? Discuss 

various issues surrounding payment of salaries to legislators in India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Salaries of MLA are decided by the states. There is wide variation in MLA salaries across state assemblies. A Delhi MLA 
earns a salary of Rs.12000 per month with other allowances, while an MLA in Maharashtra earns Rs.75000 and MLAs 
of Karnataka earn approx. Rs 95 000 per month.  Other than salary, MLAs also get similar facilities like MPs – daily 
allowance, constituency allowance, office expenses allowance, provisions for accommodation, travel etc. As is the case 
with salaries, these too vary across states. 

India paid Rs. 2.7 lakh a month, which includes salaries and expenses, to every Member of Parliament in 2015.MPs are 
also entitled to other perks, including free housing, limited free water, electricity, telephone facilities and medical 
treatment. This does not reflect in the expenses paid out every month by the Lok Sabha. 

Issues involved: 

 Hikes in salaries are proposed without any justification, without any timelines, without any formula or rationale, 
while there is a strict timeline regarding when the salary of a government official will be revised. 

 The issues related to salaries and perks for MPs is decided by a Joint Parliamentary Committee consisting of 
members of both Houses of Parliament. Such amendment proposals are usually approved, without any delay, by 
an all-party consensus. There is no existence of external scrutiny in this process. 

 Lack of trust on politicians is one aspect of this criticism. The result of a survey conducted by the Centre for the 
Study of Developing Societies (CSDS) indicates that the level of trust in political parties has declined from 43 per 
cent to 37 per cent during the last one decade. 

 There is no involvement of any independent external agencies in decision making about salaries of legislature in 
India. In other advanced democracies such as the U.K. and Australia, the salaries of MPs are decided by an 
autonomous body called the Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority and the Remuneration Tribunal (set 
up by the Remuneration Tribunal Act, 1973), respectively. 

 Allowances should be in proportion to the services that they have rendered to the nation, but in the past two 
decades, Parliament has seen less than 50% of Bills being scrutinised by parliamentary committees, defeating the 
very purpose of a deliberative Parliament. Today, parliamentary representatives have arrogated the authority to 
increase their own fiscal compensation by 1,250% over the last two decades — a case of questionable moral 
rectitude. 

Way Ahead: 

We need an external, independent body to determine parliamentary salaries. Self-regulation is simply not enough. 
Salary reviews should be conducted through an institutionalised process. 
 

Q) Analyse the role of state and private entities in the right to privacy issue. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Supreme Court is currently considering whether Right to Privacy is a fundamental right or not. The focus in this 
case is on whether government can store personal data of citizens obtained through Aadhar. However, role of private 
enterprises is equally important in today’s world. 

Concerns have been raised over the misuse of Aadhar by the state for surveillance, safety of data within the database, 
an individual’s inability to access his own data (this impedes verification of data). Therefore, it is argued that there 
should be a limited role of state and right to privacy is a fundamental right. However, there is a dual role of the state. 
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The role of the state is not just to abstain from preventing rightful free expression but also to actively ensure that 
private parties are not able to block it. In the same manner, the role of the state in terms of the right to privacy in the 
digital age is not just to abstain from its violation. It is equally to ensure that private parties are not able to violate such 
a right. The court must specifically direct the state to ensure this imperative. 

 Citizens will also require the assistance of a public interest agency to enable management of their personal data in a 
manner that they can obtain the best benefit of a data economy/society and its personalised services. 

State should  ensure that people’s right to privacy is actually available against the private corporations as well. 

We share our personal data voluntarily with private technology companies when we agree to their terms of use. This 
data includes our search history, our travel history, the things we buy, the websites we visit etc. This data is being used 
today by several firms to advertise their products as well as other purposes. Private entities should ensure the safety 
of such information and respect for individual choices. Self-regulatory mechanisms should be in place. 

In the future, the importance of data will further increase. It is important to empower the citizens by granting them 
the right to privacy and establishing appropriate institutions to secure it. State and private sector both have their own 
roles to play. 
 

Q) In your opinion, what do violent reactions by the public aftermath of a court 

pronouncing Baba Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh guilty of rape indicate about India’s 

political system and the authority of the state? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Hindu 

The violence in the Haryana is the unfortunate demonstration of failure of state to control the law and order issue. 
This case is not just about failure of government but also about the blind faith the people has in the religious 
personalities. This incidence is equally damaging to the social and moral fabric of society as a whole. This has resulted 
into application of action 144 in some areas by government. 

Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) of 1973 empowers an executive magistrate to prohibit an assembly 
of more than four people in an area. According to sections 141-149 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), the maximum 
punishment for engaging in rioting is rigorous imprisonment for 3 years and/or fine. Every member of an unlawful 
assembly can be held responsible for a crime committed by the group. Obstructing an officer trying to disperse an 
unlawful assembly may attract further punishment. 

The reasons of the violence and analysis: 

The people with blind faith came to the streets in order to protest the arrest of Ram Rahim in murder and rape case. 
The large number of people on the street created the issue of law and order for Haryana state government. 

The huge crowd resulted into violent activities as it was not organised or led by any organisation as such. 

Apart from followers of Ram Rahim there was the involvement of local politically active groups who used this condition 
of chaos for their own benefits. This kind of immoral involvement of political components clearly shows the immature 
political setups. 

The failure of intelligence agencies to gather information on time about such possibility has resulted into death of 
many people and damage to the public property. 

This incidence also highlights the sorry state of media coverage, whose way of reporting has further drawn the people 
out of their houses for violent acts. 

The inefficiency of state police department to tackle such kind of violence has once again make police reforms very 
important. 

This situation also shows that, there is particular strata of society, which fall prey to irrational, blind faith. The resultant 
personality cults are one of the threats to the democracy. 

This incidence must be taken as learning that, state needs to be strong in terms of its offensive as well as defensive 
capabilities. The law and order must be given priority which should avoid collapse of state machinery in the time of 
emergency. 
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Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers 

& privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Q) As ‘the guardian of the public purse’, Parliament must play a greater role in budgetary 

governance. Do you think there is a need to establish a Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO) 

in the parliament? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Development and sustenance of strong, effective and efficient democratic governance is critically dependent on the 
component of accountability of the political system. It is through the continuous system of accountable and responsive 
governance that peoples’ faith in democracy and government as well as the quality of life of the citizens is greatly 
impacted. Conversely, the failure of the political and administrative machinery to function and perform effectively and 
transparently undermines the achievement and sustainability of the goals and reforms for good governance. 

As ‘the guardian of the public purse’, Parliament must play a greater role in budgetary governance. Its core functions 
include Budget approval, scrutiny of its implementation, and holding the government to account. 

Role of Parliament in budgetary governance and linked issues: 

The Parliament of India is considered to be a budget-approving body. Its involvement in budgetary matters includes 
several major steps: presenting the budget in the parliament; scrutiny of the budget proposal and demands for grants 
of various ministries; debate; consideration and approval of the budget. 

 To perform its functions of oversight and legislative or budgetary decision making, parliament inevitably requires the 
institutional, technical and analytical competence. However, the budget research capacity is negligible and almost 
non-existent in Indian Parliament. Consequently, Parliament is unable to perform these key functions effectively. 

What is PBO? 

A PBO is an independent and impartial body linked directly to Parliament that provides technical and objective analysis 
of Budgets and public finance to the House and its committees. 

The majority of PBOs have four core functions: 

 Independent and objective economic forecasts; 

 Baseline estimate survey; 

 Analysing the executive’s Budget proposal; 

 Providing medium- to long-term analysis. 

A PBO is an independent, nonpartisan budget research and analysis body that caters to the needs of parliamentarians 
and the parliamentary committees. It exists exclusively to support and assist legislators in their work with Budgets. 

A PBO is an instrument for addressing bias towards spending and deficits and, more significantly, for enhancing fiscal 
discipline, promoting transparency and accountability, and generating high-quality public debate on budget policy and 
public finance. 

 Establishing a PBO will enable parliamentarians to engage more meaningfully in the budget process and its approval. 
Across the world, PBOs vary in terms of their design and functions. The basic function of a 

A PBO can perform other tasks depending on its mandate, resources and requirements of parliamentarians or 
committees. These may include general economic analysis, tax analysis, long-term analysis, options for spending cuts, 
outlining a budgetary framework that reflects priorities of the nation, bespoke policy briefs. 

There are key benefits to establishing a PBO: 

 It ensures technical, objective and independent expertise to the parliament and parliamentarians to exercise their 
budgetary functions. 

 It can improve government transparency and accountability, thereby bringing fiscal ü discipline on the public 
spending. 

 It addresses deficit bias commonly affecting fiscal policy and discipline. It can raise quality public debate on the 
scrutiny of fiscal and economic policy and enhance the credibility of the budget process. 
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 It will reduce information asymmetries. 

 It will help simplify the budget documents and can ensure timely information is available to ü all members in the 
parliament. 

 It will ensure availability and accessibility of the information to the public as well and can ü promote citizens 
participation in the budget process. 

 It provides institutional capacity to carry out the legislative and oversight functions of the parliament/legislatures. 

Conclusion: 

Establishing a PBO in the Indian Parliament will have a positive impact on its ability to carry out its budgetary oversight 
and fiscal decision-making function, but it will not be an easy task. It is likely to attract the first opposition from the 
bureaucracy or the executive. Because, traditionally, any aspect of strengthening the parliament (or the state 
legislatures) has always been unwelcome and met less consideration from the executive. Strong demand from the 
public and political will is needed to overcome such opposition. Parliamentarians across political parties will have to 
take very affirmative measures to establish a PBO. 
 

Q) “Rules on secrecy of ballot in Rajya Sabha polls are not in sync with free choice and 

consent.” Comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Hindu 

 Ans – 

Two contradicting rules prevail as per the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 – 

 Rule 39 A – the vote should be a complete secret and not let anyone else know. If the ballot paper is shown to a 
third unauthorized person, it is deemed invalid. 

 Rule 39 AA – the vote can be disclosed to an authorized whip of the political party he belongs to. 

As per the Conduct of Election Rules 1961, the procedure laid down for the Rajya Sabha elections calls for a ballot-in-
secret. Secrecy under Rule 39A mandates that the elector cannot declare his ballot to anyone; any deviation results in 
the invalidation of the ballot by the presiding officer. But Rule 39A seems to be amiss of norm of a secret ballot. 

Secrecy aims to protect the vote as it affords the right to the voter to keep silent over the choice of candidate. All 
electoral polling, either for the presidency, vice-presidency, Parliament, or state assemblies, is in essence a secret 
ballot. However, there are two means of executing such ends: The duty-based measure and the rights-based measure. 

1. The rights-based measure provides the voter the right to keep his vote a secret. Such a right creates a correlative 
duty on the election authorities to afford voting facilities and procedures that do not disclose the vote. But the 
voter can choose to not opt for secrecy. The voter is given legal anonymity for the vote he casts, but he may 
choose to claim authorship over the same. 

2. On the other hand, the duty-based measure imposes secrecy as a statutory duty not only on the election 
authorities but also on the voter. The voter even by his consent cannot declare his choice; doing so would 
invalidate his vote. Rule 39A creates secrecy in the nature of a duty-based measure, which creates pragmatic 
absurdities that weaken electoral practice. 

Rule 39A applies only while the election process is underway. There is nothing in the Conduct of Election Rules or the 
Representation of People’s Act which prohibits a voter from declaring his vote after the process is completed. This 
scheme lacks procedural merit because it cannot control the behaviour of the elector outside the ballot box. Therefore, 
the scheme of duty-based secrecy fails. 

An argument for the mandatory non-disclosure of the vote presses upon the need that the voter should not be given 
an option to declare his vote because the flexibility would allow others to pressure him informally into declaring his 
choice. However Rule 39AA of the Conduct of Election Rules defeats this purpose. It mandates that an elector 
belonging to a political party must declare his vote to the party agent, if the political party has issued a whip regarding 
the vote. Refusing to do so is a violation of the election procedure and the vote stands invalidated. Essentially, all non-
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independent electors would have to disclose their choice in a secret ballot. Rule 39AA creates a party hegemony that 
assails the democratic consent of the elector. This allows for internal voter intimidation by parties. 

The five-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in the Kuldip Nayar case (2006) upheld the open ballot system, 
holding that it was “essential as electors were resorting to cross voting under the garb of conscience voting, flouting 
party discipline in the name of secrecy of voting”. 

In its order, the EC has observed that Rule 39AA “is very clear that the elector has to show his ballot paper only to the 
authorised representative of his party and to no one else”. It said that in case of independent MLAs, they do not have 
to show their votes to “anyone at all”. 

However, Rule 39AA is silent on who would be the authorised representative for a rebel MLA- the party against which 
he rebelled or for which he rebelled. 
 

Topic:  Structure, organization and functioning of the Judiciary 

Q) Do you think creation of an All-India Judicial Service (AIJS) along the lines of the All 

India Services (AIS) would solve problems being faced by the Indian judiciary? Critically 

examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

What are All India Services? 

The All India Services (AIS) comprises Civil Services of India, namely the Indian Administrative Service (IAS), the Indian 
Forest Service (IFS) and the Indian Police Service (IPS). A common unique feature of the All India Services is that the 
members of these services are recruited by the Centre (Union government in federal polity), but their services are 
placed under various State cadres, and they have the liability to serve both under the State and under the Centre. Due 
to the federal polity of the country, this is considered one of the tools that make union government stronger than 
state governments. Officers of these three services comply with the All India Services Rules relating to pay, conduct, 
leave, various allowances etc. 

Status of AIJS: 

The proposal for an All-India Judicial Service was first suggested in the Chief Justices’ Conference in 1961 as a way to 
remove any scope for judicial or executive intervention in the appointments to the judiciary in the High Courts and the 
Supreme Court in India. The idea had to be shelved after some states and High Courts opposed it. 

The Constitution was amended in 1977 to provide for an AIJS under Article 312. The proposal was again floated by the 
ruling UPA government in 2012 but the draft bill was shelved again after opposition from High Court Chief Justices 
who labeled this an infringement of their rights. 

On similar lines, judges are recruited by High Courts on the basis of a common examination. 

What is the proposal? 

The idea was first mooted by the Law Commission in the 1950s to have an AIJS. 

Under this the district judges will be recruited centrally through an all-India examination. 

They will then be allocated to each State along the lines of the AIS. 

Need of AIJS: 

 The AIJS is an attempt to ensure that younger judges are promoted to the SC and HCs. In the existing system, 
recruits join as magistrates in the subordinate judiciary and take at least 10 years to become district judges. 

 This is expected to ensure a transparent and efficient method of recruitment to attract the best talent in India’s 
legal profession. 

 Making it an all India service, it can attract the best talent in the country for better functioning of judiciary. 

 Currently India’s legal infrastructure is facing various issues, particularly the lower judiciary. The demand for 
reforms in the subordinate judiciary is long pending. At present India has just 13 judicial posts per million people, 
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though the Law Commission had recommended 50 judges per million of the population, based on the ratio 
prevalent in the US previously. 

 Judiciary is suffering from massive vacancies across the nation and the scarcity is worsened in some states due to 
judicial absenteeism. Hence there is need of urgent mechanism to appoint new judges. 

 Due to these problems, India ranks as low as 172 when it comes to enforcement of contracts in the World Bank’s 
ranking on ease of doing business. 

 Similarly judiciary suffering from various infrastructures related issues, like newly appointed judges does not have 
required court rooms; hence there is need of huge investment. 

Arguments against AIJS: 

 The idea of an AIJS is opposed mainly because it seems to lack basic understanding of the problems with judiciary. 

 A national exam is said to be disadvantageous to the less privileged candidates from being able to enter the 
judicial services. 

 Taking into account local laws, practices and customs which vary widely across States and even training judges in 
this line would be a problem. 

 Data from December 2011 show that 24.91% of AIS vacancies were unfilled, while the figure for the subordinate 
judiciary was 20.45%. Therefore, both the decentralised approach of each High Court conducting its own 
appointment and a centralised one seem to have roughly the same efficacy in filling up the vacancy. 

As the current situation of judiciary is well below the expected lines, hence there is an urgent need of reforms. 
 

Q) Discuss why lawyers’ strikes in India contribute to the problem of judicial inefficiency 

and examine the Law Commission recommends on this issue. (200 Words)  

EPW 

Introduction :- Report No 266 of the Law Commission of India, published on 17 March 2017, touches upon several 
aspects and issues regarding the state of the legal profession in India. The problem of lawyers’ strikes and consequent 
wastage of judicial time is discussed vis-à-vis the report. Lawyers’ strikes in India contribute to the problem of judicial 
inefficiency and the Law Commission recommends taking strong institutional actions to end these. 

Lawyers strike and judicial inefficiency :- 

 The Law Commission of India has noted in its 266th report that about 2.5 crore cases are pending in the lower 
courts. It has emphasised that wastage of judicial time on account of lawyers’ strikes is one of the leading reasons 
behind rising pendency and delay in courts. 

 However, this is not the first time that lawyers’ strikes have been criticised. In 1995, Justice J S Verma had already 
noted the “adverse effects of a lawyers’ strike on the course of administration of justice and the hardship caused 
to the litigants for whom the courts are meant” :- In Delhi, the subordinate courts remained closed on account 
of lawyers’ strikes for one day out of every four days during the last four years. 

 The Law Commission found that the reasons for these lawyers’ strikes had no relevance to the working of the 
courts. Some of the reasons were a bomb blast in Pakistan, amendments to the Sri Lankan Constitution, interstate 
river water disputes, attacks on lawyers, earthquake in Nepal. 

 In any case, lawyers in India seem to know that they do not have any right to strike But, they also know that there 
is no effective recourse available to the litigants and other affected parties under the Bar Council of India’s Rules 
on Professional Standards and Etiquette. 

Recommendations of law commission :- 

 As per recommendation of the Law Commission, the state Bar Councils and Bar Council of India will consist of 
non-lawyers, including people from other professions like chartered accountants, architects, politicians, doctors 
etc. 
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 Resultantly, the disciplinary proceedings against advocates would be conducted by people not connected with 
legal profession i.e., handing over the regulation and control of legal profession and legal education over to non-
lawyers. 

 In light of the current recommendations of the Law Commission of India, judicial officer has been authorised to 
cancel even the licence of an advocate on grounds of contempt, serious misconduct or abstention from court 
functioning. 

 The Law Commission proposed a provision of compensation to clients in case of lawyer’s participation in strikes. 
Moreover, clients, who have not paid any fees to the lawyer, are also entitled for claim/compensation if the 
lawyer goes on strike. 

 As per the recommendation of the Law Commission of India, ‘misconduct’ has been defined in a very provocative 
manner that any judicial officer or client can term the behaviour/ conduct of the lawyer as ‘unlawful, disgraceful 
or dishonourable’. Hence, a client can easily blame his lost cause on lawyer’s negligence and question his work 
ethics for losing his case. 

 As per the Law Commission’s recommendation, the definition of misconduct will include criminal breach of trust. 
Hence, lawyers would not be able practice diligently and discharge their duties fearlessly. 

 

Q) Write a note on National Litigation Policy (NLP) in 2010 and need for evolving new 

litigation policy. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- The National Litigation Policy is based on the recognition that government and its various agencies are 
the predominant litigants in courts and tribunals in the country. Its aim is to transform government into an efficient 
and responsible litigant. This policy is also based on the recognition that it is the responsibility of the government to 
protect the rights of citizens, to respect fundamental rights and those in charge of the conduct of government litigation 
should never forget this basic principle. 

Efficient litigant means: 

 Focusing on the core issues involved in the litigation and addressing them squarely. 

 Managing and conducting litigation in a cohesive, coordinated and time-bound manner. 

 Ensuring that good cases are won and bad cases are not needlessly persevered with. 

 A litigant who is represented by competent and sensitive legal persons: competent in their skills and sensitive to 
the facts that government is not an ordinary litigant and that a litigation does not have to be won at any cost. 

Responsible litigant means: 

 That litigation will not be resorted to for the sake of litigating. 

 That false pleas and technical points will not be taken and shall be discouraged. 

 Ensuring that the correct facts and all relevant documents will be placed before the court. 

 That nothing will be suppressed from the court and there will be no attempt to mislead any court or Tribunal. 

The government must cease to be a compulsive litigant. The philosophy that matters should be left to the courts for 
ultimate decision has to be discarded. The easy approach, “Let the court decide,” must be eschewed and condemned. 

The purpose underlying this policy is also to reduce Government litigation in courts so that valuable court time would 
be spent in resolving other pending cases so as to achieve the Goal in the National Legal Mission to reduce average 
pendency time from 15 years to 3 years. Litigators on behalf of Government have to keep in mind the principles 
incorporated in the National mission for judicial reforms which includes identifying bottlenecks which the Government 
and its agencies may be concerned with and also removing unnecessary Government cases. Prioritisation in litigation 
has to be achieved with particular emphasis on welfare legislation, social reform, weaker sections and senior citizens 
and other categories requiring assistance must be given utmost priority 
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NEED FOR A NEW LITIGATION POLICY :- 

Why it is necessary to have a National Litigation Policy? 

 Government litigation reportedly constitutes nearly half of all litigation in the Indian judiciary. It acts as a 
constraint on the public exchequer. It has also contributed to judicial backlog, thus affecting justice delivery in 
India. 

 A National Litigation Policy would reduce the trivial litigations in which the government is also a party and would 
make the government a responsible litigant, which could use alternate dispute resolution mechanisms to bring 
an end to various litigations. 

 The policy also helps to reduce the number of cases, thus reducing the burden of the judicial system, which 
currently has to deal with a large number of cases. The Supreme Court, since the 1970s, has berated successive 
governments for being callous and mechanical in pursuing litigation. 

 The Law Commission of India also studied this problem in its 126th Report in 1988, and made appropriate 
observations on this front. 

What has the new government done in this regard? 

The new government at the centre proposed, in September 2015, a national litigation policy for out-of-court 
settlement of cases among government departments, public sector undertakings and other government bodies. 
However, no concrete decision has been taken yet in this regard. 

The ongoing revision of the NLP needs to ensure certain critical features are not missed out: 

 It must have clear objectives that can be assessed. 

 The role of different functionaries must be enumerated. 

 The minimum standards for pursuing litigation must be listed out. 

 Fair accountability mechanisms must be established. 

 The consequences for violation of the policy must be provided. 

 A periodic impact assessment programme must be factored in. 

What else needs to be done? 

 All the state governments have already notified state litigation policies to reduce government litigation. The law 
ministry should take up the matter now. 

 To further bring down pendency of cases in courts, both the Centre and states should withdraw “frivolous and 
ineffective cases”. 

 States and central government departments should set up empowered panels and suggest withdrawal of 
frivolous cases, particularly those of petty offences and traffic challans. 

 To discourage future litigations, the government should compulsorily introduce arbitration and mediation clauses 
in work contracts of its staff and public sector employees.   

Conclusion: 

PM Modi recently expressed greater political will to deal with the problem of pending cases. Now, government 
response to the problem needs to be much more dynamic and resourceful. A litigation policy can have a profound 
effect on how the government thinks about itself as a litigant, and can help curb the problem, provided it is a 
constructed with a thorough understanding of the problem and offers solutions based on evidence rather than 
conjecture.   
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Topic: Powers, functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies 

Q) Should NOTA (none of the above) be an option in a State Assembly vote for the Rajya 

Sabha, as it is for the electorate in direct elections? Discuss merits and demerits. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Recent incidence: 

Gujarat Assembly secretary’s statement that the “NOTA” option will be available on the ballot paper in the Rajya Sabha 
election next week, both the Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Party have sought to convince the Supreme Court and 
the Election Commission that MLAs should not have this option. The Supreme Court refused to stay the process to 
allow NOTA, saying that the provision has been in place since April 2014 after a direction by the EC. 

What is NOTA: 

“None Of The Above”, or NOTA for short, also known as “against all” or a “scratch” vote, is a ballot option in some 
jurisdictions or organizations, designed to allow the voter to indicate disapproval of all of the candidates in a voting 
system. It is based on the principle that consent requires the ability to withhold consent in an election, just as they can 
by voting “No” on ballot questions. The Section 49 (O) stood annulled after the SC cleared the NOTA provision. It gave 
the poll officials a chance to find out the reason behind the rejection of a candidate through the voter’s remarks in 
Form 17A. Through NOTA, the officials cannot find out the reason for the rejection. Moreover, it protects the identity 
of a voter, thus keeping the concept of secret balloting intact. 

Importance of NOTA in Rajya Sabha: 

The idea behind the use of NOTA is to allow the voter to register a “protest” vote if none of the candidates is acceptable 
to her for whatever reason. While NOTA votes are tallied, the candidate with the highest number of votes polled is 
declared elected irrespective of the NOTA total. In the case of the Rajya Sabha elections, the vote allows for the 
preferential ordering of candidates. If an MLA chooses NOTA, the vote is rendered ineffective. 

In principle, the presence of the NOTA option for the legislator allows the possibility of a protest vote against the party 
high command for choosing candidates who are not agreeable to her, without having to choose candidates from 
opposing parties. The principle of a protest vote remains the same even if these are indirect elections. 

Merits of NOTA in State Assembly: 

 The voter must be able to register a vote of disapproval/rejection if they are of the opinion that none of the 
contesting candidates deserve to be voted for. Right to vote must also include the Vote of disapproval/rejection. 

 This change will also reduce the incidence of bogus voting. Presently, voters who chose to abstain from voting 
run the risk of their votes being rigged by vested interests. 

 Fundamental rights accord every citizen the right to free speech and expression. Providing a ‘none of the above’ 
option on EVMs only complements our existing rights. 

 Rule 49-O of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961already provides for persons to register a negative vote. 
However, to do so, the person must approach the presiding office. Not only does this make the process 
cumbersome, it also affects voter secrecy. Therefore, what has been provided for in law is now only being 
converted to an option on the EVM, with the additional benefit of voter secrecy. 

 Negative votes will only demonstrate the popularity of the candidates, or otherwise, by giving an avenue to voters 
to register their disapproval. 

Demerits: 

 The whole process being open ballot, the legislatures opting for NOTA are vulnerable to being out of favor with 
their party leadership. 

 This indirectly impinges the anti-defection provisions provided in 10th Schedule of the constitution, since there 
is a very high possibility of horse trading and legislators switching sides at the last moment and voting for NOTA. 

 This may compromise the autonomy of political party in Rajya Sabha. 

 The application of NOTA may result in the use of money and muscle power in the upper house. 
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Conclusion: 

All voters have their individual priorities and they take decisions based on their own criteria. The Constituent Assembly 
placed tremendous faith in the electorate by choosing to accord Universal Adult Franchise to the people of our country. 
It is something we should be proud of. We should have faith in the collective wisdom of the electorate to take the 
right decisions. 
 

Topic:  Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies  

Q) The recent decision of Securities and Exchange Board of India imposing trading 

restrictions on 331 companies suspected of being shell entities has come under criticism. 

Discuss why. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Securities and Exchange Board of India’s unprecedently moves to tag 331 firms as shell companies and restrict 
trading in them takes liquidity out of these companies in one go and also close the exit option for investors, leaving 
them saddled with stocks of these companies. 

These functions are performed by SEBI to regulate the business in stock exchange. To regulate the activities of stock 
exchange following functions are performed: 

Regulatory functions of SEBI: 

(i) SEBI has framed rules and regulations and a code of conduct to regulate the intermediaries such as merchant 
bankers, brokers, underwriters, etc. 

(ii) These intermediaries have been brought under the regulatory purview and private placement has been made more 
restrictive. 

(iii) SEBI registers and regulates the working of stock brokers, sub-brokers, share transfer agents, trustees, merchant 
bankers and all those who are associated with stock exchange in any manner. 

(iv) SEBI registers and regulates the working of mutual funds etc. 

(v) SEBI regulates takeover of the companies. 

(vi) SEBI conducts inquiries and audit of stock exchanges. 

The SEBI’s decision has come under criticism due to following reasons: 

 The regulatory body had acted on a list of suspect companies that the Ministry of Corporate Affairs had forwarded 
after consultation with the Serious Fraud Investigation Office and the Income Tax department. 

 Instead of conducting an independent investigation into these suspect companies, SEBI passed the buck to the 
exchanges and asked them to impose immediate trading restrictions on the companies. 

 Before a proper investigation by SEBI or the exchanges, the companies were put under stage four of the Graded 
Surveillance Measure, whereby trading is limited to one day a month, the trading price is capped, and buyers are 
required to deposit money. 

 Handing out extremely harsh punishment on suspect companies without giving them an adequate chance to 
explain their positions has been highly criticised. 

 SEBI’s action will give a blow to its credibility among investors as being an effective and unbiased regulatory body. 

 While retail investors seem to have been punished as of now for investments in such companies, the head of 
another leading financial services firm asked if the regulator will also punish the merchant bankers for bringing 
out such issues in the market in the first place. 

This step taken by one of the highest regulatory body in country must be critically analysed and rationally discussed in 
public forum in order to avoid such kind of hasty decisions in future. 
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Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation 

Q) The 2015 draft DNA Fingerprinting Bill is back in a new version, and includes some 

important additions and deletions. What are they? What is the need for such a law in the 

first place, and what are the problems with having one? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

What is DNA fingerprinting? 

DNA fingerprinting is a laboratory technique used to establish a link between biological evidence and a suspect in a 
criminal investigation. DNA fingerprinting was invented in 1984 by Professor Sir Alec Jeffreys after he realised you 
could detect variations in human DNA, in the form of these minisatellites. 

Uses: 

 DNA fingerprinting is a technique that simultaneously detects lots of minisatellites in the genome to produce a 
pattern unique to an individual. 

 DNA analysis is an extremely useful and accurate technology in ascertaining the identity of a person from his/her 
DNA sample, or establishing biological relationships between individuals. 

 The test isused to determine whether a family relationship exists between two people, to identify organisms 
causing a disease, and to solve crimes. Only a small sample of cells is needed for DNA fingerprinting. 
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New draft bill features: 

 The proposed law, which has been in the making since 2003, seeks to establish regulatory institutions and 
standards for DNA testing, and supervise the activities of all laboratories authorised to carry out such tests. 

 The Bill seeks to set up two new institutions — a DNA Profiling Board and a DNA Data Bank. The Board, with 11 
members, is supposed to be the regulatory authority that will grant accreditation to DNA laboratories and lay 
down guidelines, standards and procedures for their functioning. 

 It will advise central and state governments on all issues relating to DNA laboratories. 

 It will be the authority to make recommendations on ethical and human rights, including privacy, issues related 
to DNA testing. 

 A national databank of DNA profiles is proposed to be set up, along with regional databanks in every state, or one 
for two or more states, as required. 

 All regional DNA databanks will be mandated to share their information with the national databank. 

 These are the only places to which DNA samples, picked up from a crime scene, for example, by police, can be 
referred for analysis. Data from the analyses will need to be shared with the nearest regional DNA databank which 
will store it and share it with the national databank. 

 The draft has introduced a new provision that explicitly prohibits the collection of any “bodily substance” from 
an arrested individual (for the purposes of a DNA test) without his/her consent, except if the individual is arrested 
for certain specific offences. 

The difference between previous and this bill: 

The previous Bill provided for maintaining a database of people who volunteered to give their DNA profiles, but that 
has now been deleted. 

The new Bill has also removed a provision that allowed DNA profiles in the databank to be used for “creation and 
maintenance of population statistics databank”. 

Need of DNA fingerprint bill: 

1. DNA fingerprinting is latest technology and has huge potential of future uses. Having a legal structure for it is 
important. 

2. There should be legal regulation over the working of DNA data collecting agencies to avoid any misuse. 

3. There must be the grievance redressal authority in case of data theft by using this technology. 

4. There must be the mandate and security by government about the protection of collection of personal biological 
data. 

Concerns: 

 The issue of whose DNA data can be collected still exists and there is no satisfying answer to it. 

 The situation when to delete the data or to store it is not clear. 

 This draft bill considers DNA fingerprinting technology as a 100% error proof. There are very minor chances of 
error that may result in wrong decision making in criminal investigation. 

 The efforts must be made on parallel lines to develop efficient human resource in this field. 

 The digital security of collected data is an area of concern. 

This draft bill has proposed some innovative concept about this legislation, which under discourse from 2003. The 
concerns must be addressed to make it a more effective piece of legislation. 
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Q) Critically analyse various positions taken by the present and past governments in India 

on the issue of right to privacy. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background – 

The central government has justifiably come under some criticism for taking conflicting positions before the apex court 
on the question of whether Indian citizens enjoy a fundamental right to privacy under the Constitution. In the Aadhaar 
case, the government argued against the existence of a fundamental right to privacy despite more than 40 years of 
jurisprudence developed by the court holding it to be so. For that, it has relied on some parts of the judgments in an 
eight-judge bench decision of the court in M.P. Sharma v. Satish Chandra (1954) and a six-judge bench decision in 
Kharak Singh v. State of UP (1962). 

Even as this question has now been referred to a nine-judge bench, the government has taken the opposite position 
in the Whatsapp case: Arguing that personal data, and consequently privacy, is an extension of life and personal liberty 
guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution. This is but one in a series of paradoxes that have punctuated the 
government’s positions. 

Conflicting positions – 

1. For the M.P Sharma vs Satish Chandra case, 1954, and for the Kharak Singh case, 1962, the government did not 
accept that the right to privacy is a fundamental right. With respect to the Kharak Singh case, 1962, certain 
restrictions on the right to privacy is indeed needed with respect to a criminal, who can always misuse the 
privilege accorded to him. 

2. However, during the years 2011, 2012 and 2014, the government had supported the fundamental right status for 
the right to privacy. 

3. Again, the government while defending Section 499 of IPC, dealing with criminal defamation, and in the 
Whatsapp case, has supported right to privacy as an extension of the fundamental right to life and personal 
liberty. In cases of criminal defamation, without the existence of the recognition of privacy as a matter of right, 
the character assassination of an individual might not allow him to lead a quality life, with liberty. 

4. But, as regards the Aadhar project and the Aadhar Act, 2016, the government has again stated that right to privacy 
is not a fundamental right, and that the personal data of citizens is being utilized to usher in a regime of good 
governance, transparency and accountability, that is more important than securing someone’s privacy. 

Issues of concern are: 

1. Its contradictory stand with respect to the Whatsapp and Aadhar cases, where the government has taken 
diametrically opposite stands, even if the premise has remained more or less the same i.e. usage of personal data 
by a third party. 

2. The government had sought to protect right to privacy in case of the provision in IPC regarding criminal 
defamation, which is more often than not abused for political reasons, and has been used on maximum occasions 
against unassuming citizens. 

3. Most importantly, the government has more often than not shown a tendency to protect its own legitimacy as 
the guardian of personal data and information of citizens, whereas at the same time it has expressed 
apprehensions when it came to other third parties, which were not under its direct control. 

Conclusion – 

The government must not take an ambiguous stand on an issue as sensitive as this. A clarified stand, accompanied 
with a clear-cut mentioning of reservations in the concerns of national integrity and security, is what is most needed 
now. 
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Q) It is said that there is an urgent need to formulate law and policy measures to address 

groundwater crisis in India. Examine why. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction 

Water security is widely recognised as one of the major challenges to India’s economic and social development. The 
nation’s average annual rainfall is extremely abundant by global standards, yet much of this rain falls in relatively brief 
deluges during the monsoon and there is great disparity across different regions. The combination of these climatic 
conditions with a range of man-made pressures has driven India’s farmers, households, and industry to increasingly 
depend on groundwater rather than surface water in rivers and lakes. 

Rate of groundwater decline: 

Groundwater is a critical resource in India, accounting for over 65% of irrigation water and 85% of drinking water 
supplies. However, on current trends it is estimated that 60% of groundwater sources will be in a critical state of 
degradation within the next twenty years. In the most seriously affected north-western states, recent satellite 
measurements indicate an average decline of 33 cm per year from 2002 to 20085. Local observations of annual water 
table decline exceeding 4 meters are common throughout India. 

 

Reasons of this crisis: 

 Lack of reservoir infrastructure is also a contributing factor to current shortages, the fact that groundwater 
resources are unable to compensate as before indicates that what was once a problem of long-term sustainability 
has developed into an urgent crisis – one that is fundamental to India’s broader water security today and for a 
long time to come. 

 Urban water supply infrastructure is often poor and unreliable. Well drilling is typically the most economical 
means of obtaining household water. This results in exploitation of groundwater resources. 
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 In rural areas, electricity subsidies allowing farmers to pump groundwater cheaply have become entrenched in 
the political landscape. They are likely to become even more so as energy requirements increase to extract water 
from greater depths. Low cost encourages excess water withdrawal, an inefficient usage pattern commonly 
exacerbated by ineffective application methods and the wastage of agricultural produce between farm and 
market. 

 Aside from the physical absence of the resource, the state of groundwater quality in India is a critical health issue. 
As wells are drilled deeper in pursuit of the falling water table, the water which is extracted frequently displays 
higher levels of arsenic, fluoride, and other harmful chemicals. 

 Depletion of groundwater is not simply a case of drawing down a replenishable resource, but potentially one of 
permanent degradation. 

 India’s state governments have primary jurisdiction over groundwater usage and, in many cases, state agencies 
are even more poorly equipped. Both underground aquifers and above-ground rivers traverse the borders of 
Indian states; competition over water use is already a major source of inter-state conflict, as well as between 
users at a local level. 

Possible solutions: 

A comprehensive World Bank study concluded that high-level policy reform in the shape of regulatory measures, 
economic instruments, or tradable groundwater extraction rights is simply not a credible way forward. 

Particular focus on community level groundwater recharge and the use of communally managed alternatives to 
groundwater, such as small dams can solve the issue to some extent. 

Legal position: 

Water falls under the State List of the Constitution. This implies that state legislative assemblies can make laws on the 
subject. In order to provide broad guidelines to state governments to frame their own laws relating to sustainable 
water usage, the central government has published certain framework laws or model Bills. 

 In 2011, the government published a Model Bill for Ground Water Management based on which states could choose 
to enact their laws. 

 It outlined a National Water Policy in 2012 articulating key principles relating to demand management, usage 
efficiencies, infrastructure and pricing aspects of water. As recommended in this policy, the government published a 
National Water Framework Bill in 2013. 

The Model Bills and National Water Policy address the governance of ground water under the public trust doctrine. 
The concept of public trust doctrine ensures that resources meant for public use cannot be converted into private 
ownership. Government being the trustee has the responsibility to protect and preserve this natural resource for and 
on behalf of the beneficiaries, that is, the people. 

Conclusion: 

Groundwater is a classic example of a ‘public good’ – a resource where it is difficult to exclude potential users and it is 
not in the self-interest of the individual to use the resource in a collectively beneficial manner.  If one user reduces the 
volume of water they withdraw the overall impact will be minimal. All users compete with each other to extract as 
much water as they can while the resource still exists and everyone is worse off than if they cooperated and each 
reduced consumption. 
 

Q) “Aadhaar is India‘s technological marvel which, while empowering people, will enable 

India to leapfrog towards the status of a developed nation” Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction: 

An Aadhaar card is a unique number issued to every citizen in India and is a centralised and universal identification 
number. The Aadhar card is a biometric card that stores an individual’s personal details in a government database, 
and is fast becoming the government’s base for public welfare and citizen services. 
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The government uses the Aadhar network in order to ensure that individuals who require assistance and benefits gain 
access to these resources directly, eliminating the need for middlemen. As part of this process, it is gradually linking 
all essential government services and benefits schemes to the Aadhaar network, creating a centralised database 
through which it can distribute and keep track of the various schemes and programmes it runs along with the 
beneficiaries. In this manner, it can also identify those who are receiving benefits but are not eligible for them and 
take corrective action. 

Aadhaar Architecture: 

Aadhaar was built on open architecture and designed to scale .All technical processes, technical details are considered 
confidential. 

Data Security: 

UIDAI system uses 2048-bit PKI encryption and tamper detection using HMAC in order to ensure that no one can 
decrypt and misuse the data. Resident data and raw biometrics are always kept encrypted, even within UIDAI data 
centres. 

Benefits of Aadhar and UID can be enlisted as: 

 

1. Universal Identity Card: 

The Aadhar card is a universal card that does not really have a specific purpose behind it. Unlike a voter ID card, whose 
sole purpose is to permit the holder to take part in the electoral process, the Aadhaar card was not created with any 
specific use in mind. Instead, it can be used for a number of purposes, making it a universally acceptable government-
issued card, without needing to register or apply for a separate card for each of these services. 
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2. Availing of Subsidies: 

The Aadhar card permits the holder to avail of all government subsidies he/she is eligible for, without the need to 
register and enroll for these separately. Since the government already has all the necessary data on a particular 
individual, they need only produce their Aadhaar card in order to avail of the various subsidies or programmes. 

3. Ease of Availability: 

The Aadhar card is the only government-issued document that is available anywhere, everywhere. An Aadhaar card 
can be applied for online. Known as an e-Aadhar, this is downloadable version of your Aadhar card and can be accessed 
wherever you are, whenever you require. 

4. Digital Life Certificate 

The ‘Jeevan Praman for Pensioners’ or the Digital Life certificate as it is also called, was initiated by Narendra Modi, 
the Prime Minister of India. The aim of the certificate was to abolish the need for the pensioner to be physically present 
in order to receive pension for the continuation of their scheme. Pensioners can now avail pension without having to 
leave their homes as their details can be digitally accessed by the agency through their Aadhar Card numbers. 

5. Reduction in corruption: 

Aadhar linked transaction will avoid any human interference and discretion so that the possibility of corruption 
reduces to large extent. This measure will push country towards more advancement and transparent governance 
model. 

Issues linked with Aadhar: 

The data is to be privatized through NIUs (National Information Utilities), where once the data is stable, it would not 
even belong to the government but private utilities, controlling it as a monopoly. The citizen, urged by the government 
to create the cards is not informed about how their personal information will be used or controlled. 

There is no legal basis for UID. The draft bill was rejected by a standing committee in 2010 and has never seen the 
Parliament ever since. Courts have ruled over and over that people cannot be forced to create Aadhaar cards and they 
cannot be refused their rights for the lack of Aadhaar cards, but it has no impact on a rogue government that continues 
to push more and more essentials into dependency on Aadhaar identification, regardless of lack of any legal authority 
to do so. 

India seems to have spent some 2,500 per card so far, though the citizen is not required to pay anything. Much of this 
large cost appears to be due to the expenses involved in collecting and working with biometric data, yet the biometric 
data is neither collected in an efficient manner, nor used at all in verifying identification. Involvement of huge cost is 
the 

The Aadhaar database, when matched with a database of personal information, becomes a goldmine for foreign actors 
to exploit and disrupt India’s digital networks. 

In the future, Internet of Things (IoT) ecosystems will likely be connected to Aadhaar to to a bank account. The security 
of IoT systems leave much to be desired, and could potentially compromise Aadhaar databases as well. 

Way Ahead: 

To counter these strategic threats, India’s policymakers must urgently consider: 

 Designating UID databases as “critical infrastructure”. 

 Crafting an encryption policy that specifically addresses encryption for Aadhaar-enabled apps. 

 Security testing of all Aadhaar-enabled applications. 

 Encouraging device-level encryption for mobile phones and laptop computers. 

 Creating a Computer Emergency Response Team to monitor attacks on Aadhaar. 

 Working with the private sector at forums like the International Electronic and Electrical Engineers (IEEE) and the 
Internet Engineering Task Force to create interoperable security standards for platforms relying on national 
identity databases. 
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Q) Critically evaluate performance of Swachh Bharat Mission. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Swachh Bharat Mission is a campaign by the Government of India to clean the streets, roads and infrastructure of the 
country’s 4,041 statutory cities and towns. It includes ambassadors and activities such as a run, national real-time 
monitoring and updates from NGOs. 

The objectives of Swachh Bharat are to reduce or eliminate open defecation through the construction of individual, 
cluster and community toilets. The Swachh Bharat mission will also make an initiative of establishing an accountable 
mechanism of monitoring latrine use. The government is aiming to achieve an Open-Defecation Free (ODF) India by 2 
October 2019, the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, by constructing 12 million toilets in rural India, 
at a projected cost of 1.96 lakh crore. 

Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) 

The Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan has been restructured into the Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin). The mission aims to make 
India an open defecation free country in Five Years. It seeks to improve the levels of cleanliness in rural areas through 
Solid and Liquid Waste Management activities and making Gram Panchayats Open Defecation Free (ODF), clean and 
sanitised. 

Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan 

The Ministry of Human Resource Development has launched Swachh Vidyalaya Programme under Swachh Bharat 
Mission with an objective to provide separate toilets for boys and girls in all government schools within one year. The 
programme aims at ensuring that every school in the country must have a set of essential interventions that relate to 
both technical and human development aspects of a good Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Programme. 

Rashtriya Swachhata Kosh 

The Swachh Bharat Kosh (SBK) has been set up to facilitate and channelize individual philanthropic contributions and 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) funds to achieve the objective of Clean India (Swachh Bharat) by the year 2019. 
The Kosh will be used to achieve the objective of improving cleanliness levels in rural and urban areas, including in 
schools. The allocation from the Kosh will be used to supplement and complement departmental resources for such 
activities. 

Criticism of Swachha Bharat Mission: 

1. Information on state, district and block-wise funds approved under SBM needs to be made easily available for 
people to know the annual plans and allocations for making their demands. This provision is not getting required 
importance. 

2. There is need to be work towards changing deep-seated individual and social attitudes that lead to open 
defecation and other unhygienic practices among different communities. It is when such efforts come together 
that success stories such as Nadia district from West Bengal becoming the first district in the country to achieve 
open defecation free status can truly be celebrated. 

3. To enable the creation of organic demand for sanitation among communities, SBM emphasises creating foot 
soldiers termed as Swacchata Doots. While this frontline work force is much desired, only 8,890 Swachhata Doots 
have been identified so far against the 76,108 needed in urban areas. The rural scenario looks even worse. 

4. The exponential increase in toilet construction in the last few months of the financial year is a serious cause of 
concern. A simple on-ground verification of numbers uploaded on the MDWS website in a few areas found that 
many of the toilets claimed may not actually exist on the ground. 

5. Rural sanitation is vested within the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation (MDWS), while urban areas fall 
under the Ministry of Urban Development (MoUD). School sanitation is given to the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development. In reality, however, there is a lack of coordination between the ministries and it is unclear yet on 
how they will work together to overcome their overlapping sanitation challenges. 

Conclusion: 

Sanitation needs to be seen as a life cycle issue and hence providing sanitation facilities at work, education and other 
public spaces is important. This requires investing in the right place at the right time and in the most appropriate 
manner. 
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Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health 

Q) What do you understand by evidence-based healthcare policy? Should it be included 

in India’s national health policy? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

What is Evidence based healthcare? 

Evidence based medicine is the conscientious, explicit, and judicious use of current best evidence in making decisions 
about the care of individual patients. The practice of evidence based medicine means integrating individual clinical 
expertise with the best available external clinical evidence from systematic research. 

Individual clinical expertise means the proficiency and judgment that individual clinicians acquire through clinical 
experience and clinical practice. Increased expertise is reflected in many ways, but especially in more effective and 
efficient diagnosis and in the more thoughtful identification and compassionate use of individual patients’ 
predicaments, rights, and preferences in making clinical decisions about their care. 

Components of EBP 

 Set of rules and institutional arrangements designed to encourage transparent and balanced use of evidence in 
public policy making. 

 Controlled trials and observational studies. 

 Broad range of theoretical and empirical evidence about human behavior. 

 stakeholder opinions and other sources of intelligence 

 Potential to facilitate open democracy and to improve policy outcomes. 

Types of evidence for evidence-based policy: 

 

1. Quantitative Evidence 

Quantitative evidence for policymaking (i.e., data in numerical quantities) can take many forms, ranging from scientific 
information in peer-reviewed journals, to data from public health surveillance systems, to evaluations of individual 
programs or policies. 
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2. Qualitative Evidence 

Qualitative evidence involves non numerical observations, collected by methods such as participant observation, 
group interviews, or focus groups. Qualitative evidence can make use of the narrative form as a powerful means of 
influencing policy deliberations, setting priorities, and proposing policy solutions by telling persuasive stories that have 
an emotional hook and intuitive appeal. 

EBP in health care will be very suitable for India due to following: 

There is immense need of focus on identifying the specific policy elements that are likely to be effective. Both 
quantitative and qualitative data can be used by policymakers to determine the appropriate policy intervention for 
diverse sections of the society. 

The increasing load of life style diseases needs preventive care for large sections of the society. The evidence based 
health care policy can manage this challenge to considerable extent. 

The insurance policies can be better implemented through scientific approach of healthcare management. 

EPB is highly democratic in nature and thus goes parallel with the welfare philosophy of the state. 

Medical device standards are just about evolving in India. Mechanisms of evaluation and evidence are based on 
standards borrowed from the drug industry. Such policy can be helpful in affordable availability if healthcare facilities. 

Documenting the effects of implemented policies (policy outcome) is equally important in supporting evidence-based 
policy. Policy evaluations are critical to the understanding of the impact of policies on community- and individual-level 
behavior changes. 

Making public policy is a continuous or recursive process that relies heavily upon scientific evidence and other 
influences scientific evidence that examines the impact of public policies on systems and individual-level behavior 
change is one possible source of feedback. 

Conclusion: 

India would do well to adopt a comprehensive health technology assessment that is a multidisciplinary process that 
handles and analyses information on medical, social, economic and ethical issues related to the use of a health 
technology in a systematic, transparent, unbiased, robust manner. It would be a better approach to informed decision 
making on funding decisions leading to efficient access and use of technology. 
 

Q) The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has struck panic among tobacco companies 

by announcing a comprehensive proposal to reduce the amount of nicotine in cigarettes 

to non-addictive levels. Discuss significance of this move. Also discuss why this move is 

important for India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background of the decision: 

Nicotine does not directly cause cancers and other diseases that kill people, but is extremely addictive. By keeping 
smokers addicted for the long term, nicotine exposes them to nearly 7,000 chemicals, many of them deadly, every 
time they smoke. Reducing nicotine in cigarettes to non-addictive levels would therefore have multiple benefits — 
reduce the likelihood of new users (those in the 15-24 age group) getting hooked to cigarettes, increase the chances 
of habitual smokers being able to quit, and cut smoking-related disease and death burden overall. 

Concerns: 

Tobacco use in children and adolescents is reaching pandemic levels. The World Bank has reported that nearly 82,000–
99,000 children and adolescents all over the world begin smoking every day.  About half of them would continue to 
smoke to adulthood and half of the adult smokers are expected to die prematurely due to smoking related diseases. 
If current smoking trends continue, tobacco will kill nearly 250 million of today’s children. 

While India is yet to prohibit the sale of e-cigarettes to minors, it has followed most of the measures mentioned in the 
WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control guidelines. Unlike the U.S., India banned tobacco advertisements 
long ago, introduced pictorial warnings (covering 85% of the front and back of packages of tobacco products), and 
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prohibited the use of descriptors such as light, mild and low as well as the sale of flavoured cigarettes. However some 
challenges remains. 

Challenge in India: 

India is the third largest producer and consumer of tobacco in the world. The country has a long history of tobacco 
use. Tobacco is used in a variety of ways in India; its use has unfortunately been well recognized among the 
adolescents. Tobacco addiction of a large number of adults has been initiated during the adolescence. 

Threatened by the dwindling number of young smokers, there is the possibility that tobacco companies will target 
developing countries such as India with renewed vigour. 

While these companies may pull out all the stops to subvert or dilute tobacco control measures, the government 
should remain resolute in not losing the gains made in the last few years — the number of tobacco users reduced by 
more than eight million between 2010 and 2016. 
 

Q) Critically evaluate the role of National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) and the 

Union ministry of human resource development (MHRD) in improving quality of teacher 

education and training. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) 

The National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) was established in 1993 by an Act of Parliament. It is the all-
powerful regulatory body for the teacher education system in the country. To fulfil the national commitment to 
education for all, India began a massive expansion of its schooling system in the late 1980s and early 1990s. This 
demanded a proportionate increase in the number of teachers. The NCTE was set up in this period, with a view to 
achieving planned and coordinated development of the teacher education system. 

Role of NCTE: 

 It shall be the duty of the Council to take all such steps as it may think fit for ensuring planned and co-ordinated 
development of teacher education and for the determination and maintenance of standards for teacher 
education and for the purposes of performing its functions under this Act, the Council may: 

 Undertake surveys and studies relating to various aspects of teacher education and publish the result thereof; 

 Make recommendations to the Central and State Government, Universities, University Grants Commission and 
recognised institutions in the matter of preparation of suitable plans and programmes in the field of teacher 
education; 

 Co-ordinate and monitor teacher education and its development in the country; 

 Lay down guidelines in respect of minimum qualifications for a person to be employed as a teacher in schools or 
in recognised institutions; 

 lay down norms for any specified category of courses or trainings in teacher education, including the minimum 
eligibility criteria for admission thereof, and the method of selection of candidates, duration of the course, course 
contents and mode of curriculum; 

 lay down guidelines for compliance by recognised institutions, for starting new courses or training, and for 
providing physical and instructional facilities, staffing pattern and staff qualification; 

 Lay down standards in respect of examinations leading to teacher education qualifications, criteria for admission 
to such examinations and schemes of courses or training; 

 Lay down guidelines regarding tuition fees and other fees chargeable by recognised institutions 

 Promote and conduct innovation and research in various areas of teacher education and disseminate the results 
thereof. 

Role of Union ministry of human resource development (MHRD): 

The essence of Human Resource Development is education, which plays a significant and remedial role in balancing 
the socio-economic fabric of the Country. Since citizens of India are its most valuable resource, our billion-strong 
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nation needs the nurture and care in the form of basic education to achieve a better quality of life. This warrants an 
all-round development of our citizens, which can be achieved by building strong foundations in education. In 
pursuance of this mission, the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) was created on September 26, 1985, 
through the 174th amendment to the Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961. 

 Formulating the National Policy on Education and to ensure that it is implemented in letter and spirit 

 Planned development, including expanding access and improving quality of the educational institutions 
throughout the country, including in the regions where people do not have easy access to education. 

 Paying special attention to disadvantaged groups like the poor, females and the minorities 

 Provide financial help in the form of scholarships, loan subsidy, etc to deserving students from deprived sections 
of the society. 

 Encouraging international cooperation in the field of education, including working closely with the UNESCO and 
foreign governments as well as Universities, to enhance the educational opportunities in the country. 

Both organisations has played very crucial role in the human resource development in the country from very long 
period. 
 

Q) Critically comment on the decision of the Union Cabinet to scrap the no-detention 

policy at the elementary level, and introduce detention of students who fail a designated 

test in Class 5 or 6. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

What is no-detention policy? 

No student up to class VIII can be failed or expelled from school. All the students up till Class VIII will automatically be 
promoted to next class. The policy was introduced under Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE). The 
guarantee of uninterrupted schooling that the Act provides under sections 16 and 30(1) is founded on the no-detention 
policy until Class 8. 

It is a process of assessment under the Right to Education Act of India. The main aim of CCE is to evaluate every aspect 
of the child during their presence in the school. It was also done to reduce the workload of children by taking 
continuous tests of the students throughout the year. Under this system, the student’s marks will be replaced by 
grades which will be evaluated throughout the year through a series of circular and extra-circular activities. 

Under the scheme, grades will be awarded instead of the marks to the students. The grades will be awarded based on 
work experience skills, dexterity, innovation, steadiness, teamwork, public speaking, behavior, etc. 

Why was the policy implemented? 

The policy was implemented under RTE Act in 2010 for the holistic development of the students throughout the year 
and not just twice a year. The idea was also to reduce the number of dropouts from the schools. Many states already 
had no-detention policies. This was also done to reduce the pressure on the students of the exams twice a year and 
rather they were evaluated throughout the year. 

Criticism of no detention policy: 

 It is based on the flawed understanding of the student behavior that the students will study only when there is a 
fear of failing, which is not the case with many students. 

 The policy makers forgot the fact that all the students don’t learn at the same rate. There are some slow learners 
who require extra attention and care from the teachers. 

 This, in turn, promotes coaching classes. These students don’t pay attention in class and to pass in the Board 
examinations they chose to go to these coaching classes. The students also lose out on a chance to develop better. 

Irrespective of above mentioned criticism; there are some positive aspects of no detention policy. The recent cabinet 
decision on scrapping the no detention policy at elementary level and introduce detention of students who fail a 
designated test in Class 5 or 6 can be analyses as: 
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1. There are always the high chances that, the failed students drop out from the school due to financial constraints 
in repeating the year. 

2. No detention policy has removed the coercive fear of failure from student’s mind that has promoted the real 
learning. If this policy is scrapped now, the process of learning will get compromised to large extent. 

3. The RTE is student oriented law that has focused on learning process rather than powers centered with teacher. 
Scrapping the no detention policy will again reestablish the coercive power of failure to teachers / school 
administration. 

4. Examinations have led to completions that may not establish good learning habits and culture among student. 
The revival of detention may restart the fruitless competitions once again. 

Conclusion: 

The recently appointed T. S. R. Subramanian committee has recommended that the no detention policy must be 
continued for young children until completion of class V when the child will be 11 years old. At the upper primary 
stage, the system of detention shall be restored subject to the provision of remedial coaching and at least two extra 
chances being offered to prove his capability to move to a higher class. 
 

Q) In the light of government’s decision to scrap no-detention policy, critically analyse 

success and failures of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act or the 

Right to Education Act (RTE). (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction :- The no-detention policy was introduced as a part of the Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation 
(CCE) under the Right to Education Act (RTE) in 2010. Under this policy, students up to class 8 are automatically 
promoted to the next class without being held back even if they do not get a passing grade. The no-detention policy 
under the RTE Act was to ensure that no child admitted in a school shall be held back in any class or expelled from 
school until the completion of elementary education. 

The policy was path-breaking but, unfortunately, it ended up being completely opposite to its original objective. There 
have been plenty of arguments on both sides of this policy. 

Arguments for NDP in RTI’S success:- 

 the NDP may argue that the policy—successfully deployed in countries known for their high-quality education 
systems, such as Finland and Japan—wasn’t properly implemented in India.  

 The ‘no detention’ provision is made because examinations are often used for eliminating children who obtain 
poor marks. Once declared ‘fail’, children either repeat grade or leave the school altogether. Compelling a child 
to repeat a class is demotivating and discouraging. 

 There are also very strong equity considerations behind the NDP policy, especially for children from low-income 
families, and girls. Failure for these children implies dropping out. In fact, wastage in the schooling system due to 
high repetition and high dropout rates has been a major concern since the 1990s. The no-detention clause in the 
RTE Act seeks to address that concern. 

 The objective of the policy was to keep students in school and prevent dropouts—and in that, it has succeeded.  

 Besides, research evidence indicates that detention of students by a year or more does not improve learning. 

Argument for NDP in RTE’S failure:- 

 The latest edition of the well-regarded “Annual Status of Education Report” (Aser), which measures overall 
learning levels, has found, yet again, that learning outcomes remain below par. Less than 48% of children in class 
V can read a class II-level textbook; only 43.2% of class VIII students in rural India can do simple divisions; only 
one out of every four students in class V could read an English sentence. 

 In practise, the CCE turned out to be a big disaster in the absence of adequate resources including number of 
teachers, seamless processes and a supportive ecosystem. A survey in 2015 indicated that nearly 20% of all 
teachers had not even heard of the CCE and where they had heard of evaluation they did not receive adequate 
manuals or training. 
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 The CCE, however, was stillborn—at least in part because teachers were never really trained in how to implement 
the new methods of evaluation and interpreted the policy as one that required no assessment at all. 

 Without adequate checks, assessments or measurements teachers were found to be slacking off. Overall, the no-
detention policy has caused a severe deterioration in learning outcomes. 

RTE Act can be strengthened by the following: 

 Effective implementation of existing provisions of the RTE Act is required and engagement of civil society may be 
further strengthened to make it more effective. 

 Minimum pupil-teacher ratio should be maintained in each school as per the provisions. This will be possible by 
recruiting more qualifi ed and trained teachers. 

 Enough funds should be allocated to develop infrastructural facilities in schools. 

 In order to make RTE more effective, it is necessary to establish modality through which the RTE Act is protected 
and a system needs to be evolved to deal with lacunae in implementation. 

 Though the RTE Act has a provision for including overage children in its ambit, in reality this is not happening; 
hence proper groundwork needs to be initiated with the help of civil society to meet targets. 

 Achieving the goal of equitable, quality education for all requires progress along multiple dimensions such as 
better policy, stronger political commitment, superior implementation, and higher community involvement. 

 Advocacy needs to be done by which states should ensure all sanctioned posts of teachers are filled up 
immediately to achieve targets. 

A no-detention policy is a lame, easy-to-do method to get a quick-fix solution to a complex problem. There is evidence 
available that there are significant gains of keeping children in school even artificially by promoting them through 
multiple classes, but lack of long-term learning outcomes and mass failures in higher classes are signs that all is 
certainly not well.  Hence scrapping the NDP is a good step to revamp RTE act. 
 

Q) A comprehensive new survey shows that preschools are ubiquitous in India’s villages. 

Does pre-schooling help children? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :-  Preschool refers to an early-childhood educational class for 3- and 4-year-olds. 

How pre schooling help children :- 

 Preschool is an opportunity for growth :- For many children, preschool is their first experience in a structured 
setting with teachers and groups of children. It’s an opportunity to learn to share, follow instructions, and begin 
the foundation for learning that will occur in elementary school. 

 Preschool prepares children for kindergarten:- As kindergarten becomes more academic, many parents look to 
preschool to launch their child on the path to success in school. 

 Preschool promotes social and emotional development :- In order to learn, a young child needs to feel cared for 
and secure with a teacher or caregiver. A 3-year-old child is able to spend time away from parents and build 
trusting relationships with adults outside the family. High-quality preschool programs nurture warm relationships 
among children, teachers and parents. And teachers build a close personal connection with each child in their 
care. 

 Children learn to take care of themselves and others :- Children’s sense of competence and self-worth grow as 
they learn to take care of themselves and help others.  

 Preschool promotes language and cognitive skills :- Preschool-age children’s language skills are nurtured in a 
“language-rich” environment. Between the ages of 3 and 5, a child’s vocabulary grows from 900 to 2,500 words, 
and her sentences become longer and more complex 

 Preschool teachers nurture a child’s curiosity :- Teachers observe, ask questions and listen to children’s ideas 
during these activities — “correct” answers are not the goal. To nurture their curiosity and motivation to learn, 
teachers use children’s interests and ideas to create activities. 
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 Preschool helps develop motor skills :- Physical coordination improves, allowing the child to explore her 
environment — and to challenge herself-in new ways. Young children are in motion for a good part of the day. 
High-quality preschool programs provide several opportunities daily for children to run, climb, and play active 
games. 

However there is dark side to it as well :- 

 The preschool program needs to be expertly drafted, so that child learns all the right things. 

 The schools should have experienced teachers who are aware of the unique condition children going through at 
this particular period. 

 If the curriculum is not good, it can damage child’s learning process, attention span and attitude towards classes. 
If the program, or the teacher, is not good enough, child’s learning and experiential knowledge will be hampered. 

 If the children in the school are not closely monitored, they might take to negative habits. This is the period when 
child learns of the world around him. If he is exposed to bullying or fighting at this age, it will carry on to the 
future as well. 

 Some traditional belief systems think that children can learn a lot more about the world, social interactions, 
manners, etc. by staying at home, with his family. There is some truth in this saying, according to many studies. 

Preschooling benefits clearly outweighs the disadvantages. Hence the concerns must be addressed with family-school 
linkages, dialogues between parents-teachers, expert educational approach towards preschooling will help in long way 
to make it a life enriching experience for children. 
 

Q) Critically comment on NITI Aayog’s recent push to states to privatise well functioning 

district hospitals in the Tier 2 and 3 cities. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Ans – 

NITI Aayog’s recent push for privatising district hospitals in Tier 2 and 3 cities can be viewed from both positive and 
negative approaches. 

Positive: 

1. Access to advanced technology – Private sector is much advanced in health sector in India in terms of equipment, 
accessibility, quality of service. 

2. Human resource – Tier 2 and 3 cities lack number of Doctors, Nurses proportion in comparison to population. 
This move can attract urban medical professionals to pursue their career in these cities. 

3. Better governance, more Investments – Public funds are in shortage to administer government hospitals coupled 
with corruption, failure of timely service, etc. 

Negative: 

1. Monopoly – Promotes corporatisation, increased cost of service, commercialization with private sector being the 
only option in these cities. 

2. Crony capitalism, corruption, collusive bribery with government can increase with respect to purchase of medical 
equipment, distribution. Burden on poor and marginalized people. 

3. Regional inequality with private sectors concentrating in well to do districts. 

Conclusion – 

Privatising district hospitals can have right impact when state governments regulate them through measures like 
prescribing generic medicines [Jan Aushadhi outlets], procuring medical equipment in transparent manner, option to 
provide services at low cost under CSR and regional medical insurance schemes, Incorporating Traditional AYUSH 
systems along with modern methods etc. The intention of NITI Aayog is right but implementation must be regulated 
so as to ensure justice to all and achieve goals of SDG-3 in India. 
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Q) Considering  socio-economic factors and the state’s limitations in providing education, 

especially for the weaker sections, do you think government’s decision to scrap no-

detention policy under RTE is warranted? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

What is no-detention policy? 

No student up to class VIII can be failed or expelled from school. All the students up till Class VIII will automatically be 
promoted to next class. The policy was introduced under Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE). The 
guarantee of uninterrupted schooling that the Act provides under sections 16 and 30(1) is founded on the no-detention 
policy until Class 8. 

It is a process of assessment under the Right to Education Act of India. The main aim of CCE is to evaluate every aspect 
of the child during their presence in the school. It was also done to reduce the workload of children by taking 
continuous tests of the students throughout the year. Under this system, the student’s marks will be replaced by 
grades which will be evaluated throughout the year through a series of circular and extra-circular activities. 

Under the scheme, grades will be awarded instead of the marks to the students. The grades will be awarded based on 
work experience skills, dexterity, innovation, steadiness, teamwork, public speaking, behavior, etc. 

Why was the policy implemented? 

The policy was implemented under RTE Act in 2010 for the holistic development of the students throughout the year 
and not just twice a year. The idea was also to reduce the number of dropouts from the schools. Many states already 
had no-detention policies. This was also done to reduce the pressure on the students of the exams twice a year and 
rather they were evaluated throughout the year. 

Criticism of no detention policy: 

 It is based on the flawed understanding of the student behavior that the students will study only when there is a 
fear of failing, which is not the case with many students. 

 The policy makers forgot the fact that all the students don’t learn at the same rate. There are some slow learners 
who require extra attention and care from the teachers. 

 This, in turn, promotes coaching classes. These students don’t pay attention in class and to pass in the Board 
examinations they chose to go to these coaching classes. The students also lose out on a chance to develop better. 

Irrespective of above mentioned criticism; there are some positive aspects of no detention policy. The recent cabinet 
decision on scrapping the no detention policy at elementary level and introduce detention of students who fail a 
designated test in Class 5 or 6 can be analyses as: 

1. There are always the high chances that, the failed students drop out from the school due to financial constraints 
in repeating the year. 

2. No detention policy has removed the coercive fear of failure from student’s mind that has promoted the real 
learning. If this policy is scrapped now, the process of learning will get compromised to large extent. 

3. The RTE is student oriented law that has focused on learning process rather than powers centered with teacher. 
Scrapping the no detention policy will again reestablish the coercive power of failure to teachers / school 
administration. 

4. Examinations have led to completions that may not establish good learning habits and culture among student. 
The revival of detention may restart the fruitless competitions once again. 

Conclusion: 

The recently appointed T. S. R. Subramanian committee has recommended that the no detention policy must be 
continued for young children until completion of class V when the child will be 11 years old. At the upper primary 
stage, the system of detention shall be restored subject to the provision of remedial coaching and at least two extra 
chances being offered to prove his capability to move to a higher class. 
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Q) Should marijuana be completely banned in India? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

What is marijuana? 

Marijuana is one of the most abused drugs in the world. There is an ever-growing gap between the latest science about 
marijuana and the myths surrounding it. Some people think that since it is legal in some places, it must be safe. But 
body doesn’t know a legal drug from an illegal drug. It only knows the effect the drug creates once have taken it. 
Marijuana comes from the Indian hemp plant, and the part that contains the “drug” is found primarily in the flowers 
(commonly called the “buds”) and much less in the seeds, leaves, and stems of the plant. 

Effects of marijuana 

When a person smokes cannabis, THC is quickly absorbed into the bloodstream, reaching the brain within minutes. 
Neurotransmitters affect brain areas involved in memory, thinking, concentration, movement, coordination, sensory 
and time perception, as well as pleasure. 

THC also disrupts the function of the cerebellum and basal ganglia, adversely affecting balance, posture, coordination, 
and reaction time, which can make it unsafe for a person using marijuana to drive a car, operate heavy machinery, or 
engage in sports or other potentially dangerous physical activities. 

People use marijuana to achieve the feeling of elation (a high), giddiness, and relaxation. Marijuana also produces 
sensory perception changes; colors may seem brighter, music more vivid, and emotions more profound. 

When cannabis is consumed for recreational purposes, the following effects are possible: 

 Change in perception – marijuana can have slight hallucinogenic effects, making users see reality in a distorted 
way 

 Alteration in mood – some may experience euphoria, become more animated, while others enter a state of 
relaxation 

 Increased heart rate 

 Reduction in blood pressure 

 Impairment of concentration and memory 

 Reduced psychomotor coordination 

 Nausea (despite the fact that cannabis can treat the symptoms of nausea) 

 Increase in appetite 

 More rapid breathing 

Arguments in favour of legalizing Marijuana use in India: 

The cannabis plant has tremendous amount of medicinal value and its potential for industrial usage can be tapped by 
legalizing its usage for this purpose. 

Many countries have developed fabrics. It has unlimited usage in diverse fields, including in the field of 
semiconductors. 

It has the potential of becoming a cash crop for poor marginal farmers. If proper research is done and cultivation of 
marijuana encouraged at an official level, it can gradually become a source of income for poor people with small 
landholdings. 

Taxing marijuana will increase government’s revenue .By legalizing and taxing marijuana, the government will stand 
to earn huge amounts of revenue that will otherwise go to the Italian and Israeli drug cartels. 

Marijuana legalization (or decriminalization) will replace the black market production and distribution with an 
‘overboard industry’. There will be rules and regulations but the trade will be ‘populated by the government, farmers, 
merchants and retails clerks, not by criminals or drug dealers’. 

Legalization of marijuana for recreational and medical purposes in Colorado has created 10,000 new jobs in the area. 
There are a plethora of jobs that can be created by the marijuana industry and help reduce India’s unemployment 
rate. 
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In India, dealers often mix hash and weed with chemicals or other drugs like afeem to improve the taste, color, texture 
or ‘high’ of the stuff. Legalization will improve the quality of marijuana sold to the users because government will 
regulate the production and sale of the drug. 

The Marijuana plant is native to north India and can be planted on bunds and borders of the farms. There is huge 
scope for legalized Marijuana cultivation in India. 

Arguments against legalizing Marijuana: 

Cannabis, like other analgesics, can cause dependence and addiction. Over time, the persistent overstimulation of the 
endocannabinoid system can cause changes in the brain that result in addiction; this is much more likely in people 
who start using marijuana when young and who are heavy users. 

An estimated 9 percent of people who use marijuana become dependent on the drug. Teenage users have a 17 percent 
risk of becoming addicted, and 25-50 percent of regular (daily) users become addicted. Abrupt withdrawal from 
cannabis can be uncomfortable but not life-threatening. 

The full extent of long-term health risks of chronic cannabis use is currently unknown. There is no determining who 
will develop serious physical, psychological, or other unwanted reactions. 
 

Q) Critically analyse the progress and shortcomings of the implementation of the RTE act. 

(200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction: 

The Right to Education Act (RTE) is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted on 4 August 2009, which describes the 
modalities of the importance of free and compulsory education for children between 6 and 14 in India under Article 
21A of the Indian Constitution. India became one of 135 countries to make education a fundamental right of every 
child when the act came into force on 1 April, 2010. The enforcement of this right is a joint responsibility of the state 
and the center to provide free and compulsory education. Free and compulsory education means that,” All children 
between the ages of 6 and 14 shall have the right to free and compulsory elementary education at a neighborhood 
school. 

Success of RTE: 

1. The cornerstone of Right to Education is provision of free and compulsory primary education, though the aim is 
also to provide increasing access to learning opportunities at secondary, technical and higher levels. It was 
envisaged that under the RTE Act, teaching and learning processes would be stress-free. A programme for 
curricular reform was also envisaged to provide for a child friendly learning system, which is at once relevant and 
empowering. 

2. In the last six years, the Right to Education Act has shown promising developments. The government’s budget for 
the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, the main vehicle for the Act’s implementation, has increased substantially from Rs. 
12,825 crores in 2009-10 to Rs 22,500 crore in 2016-17. 

3. 5 lakh schools have been opened in the last decade and 99% of India’s rural population now has a primary school 
within a one kilometer radius. A survey in 2014 reported that 84.4% schools now served the mid-day meals, 48.2% 
schools had proper and functioning toilets for girls and 73% schools had available drinking water. 

4. The enrolment of girls has increased slightly from 48.12% in 2009-10 to 48.19% in 2014-15 at the elementary 
level. 

5. With the annual average primary school dropout rate declining from 6.8% in 2009-10 to 4.3% in 2013-14. 

Yet a critical appraisal of the functioning of the Right to Education reveals that large gaps exist in its implementation. 
Even with the increasing primary enrolment rates, India has the largest number of out-of-school children in the world 
which is more than the out of school children in whole of sub-Saharan Africa. There is a huge disparity between the 
urban and rural education and rich and poor children have radically different schooling experiences. 
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Shortcomings of the implementation of the RTE: 

One of the most stringent criticisms of the RTE has been the quality of education being provided. Some surveys have 
revealed that while enrolment in elementary education in our country has increased, there has been a decline in the 
education outcomes, with abilities in reading, writing and other comprehensive skills deteriorating among children 
between the ages of 6 and 14.  

The quality of education suffers due to understaffing and lack of training of teachers. The flow of public funds has so 
far been focused on developing school infrastructure. Teacher training has been a neglected area. An Oxfam India 
policy report in March 2015 indicated that over 5 lakh sanctioned teacher’s post were lying vacant and more than 6.6 
lakh in-service teachers were un-trained.  

Around 37% of primary schools were found to be non-conformant with the prescribed national pupil – teacher ratio 
(PTR) norm of 30:1. Moreover, around 10% of schools across the country remained single teacher schools.  

The major challenge is the high number of drop-outs and out of school children. As per the Minister for HRD some 
6.064 million children remained out of school.  

 The absence of equity in education is another challenge in the implementation of right to education. Of the 6.064 
million out of school children, a whopping 4.6 million or 76%, belonged to the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and 
other religious minorities.  Issues, such as those related to the 25% reservation of seats for children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds in private schools; poor educational infrastructure in rural areas compared to urban 
centers; cases of discrimination on the basis of caste; and neglect of targeted elementary education schemes for the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and other backward communities are serious in nature. 

Conclusion: 

The transition towards a comprehensive implementation of Right to Education will come through making parents, 
particularly in rural areas, aware of the benefits of education for their children. This requires a change of mindset at 
the community level, and accountability of all entrusted with this responsibility. 

 Despite the shortcomings in its implementation, the Right to Education Act remains a remarkable achievement. While 
concerns regarding privatization of education remain, the Act offers a first step towards an educational system in India 
that provides access, equity and inclusion for all children. 
 

Q) Do you think market-based health care is a fundamentally superior way to deliver 

health services to the poor? In the light of NITI Aayog’s recent proposal to privatise 

government hospitals, critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Health care services form the very fundamental of overall development of people in the society. Health issues are 
handled by the state in order to make it available to poor people. There has always been the huge criticism about the 
ineffective role played by government agencies in the provision of health care services. The NITI ayog has unveiled an 
innovative approach to deal with these lacunas through the privatization of district hospitals in Tier 1 and tier 2 cities. 

Features of above said group: 

 It has developed a “model concessionaire agreement” for provision of healthcare services for cardiac and 
pulmonary (lung) diseases and cancers. 

 It has proposed that public facilities in district hospitals would be outsourced to private providers. They would be 
free to charge full treatment costs from patients not covered by government schemes (such as the Rashtriya 
Swasthya Bima Yojana) and the providers would be reimbursed by the government for treating patients. 

 The scheme also provides for an escrow account that would offset the risk to private providers posed by possible 
delays in reimbursement by the government. 

 Providers would also secure access to public facilities such as ambulance services, blood banks and mortuaries. 

 The district health administration will ensure referrals for treatment from primary health centers, community 
health centers, disease screening centers and other government health programmes and ventures are made to 
these private hospitals. 
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 The private hospitals operating from these public hospital campuses will be able to refer complicated cases either 
to other government hospitals or other empanelled private hospitals. However, sending patients further to other 
private hospitals would require the permission of the medical superintendent of the district hospital. 

Positive side of privatization of health care: 

1. It will help to enhance the culture of professionalization in the government health care institutions. 

2. There are also possibilities that, the private sector will give boost to the use of technology in district hospitals. 

3. The collaboration with private sector will bring best practices in government health care sector. 

4. By bringing more professionalism in health industry, it will attract the best talent of medical field to government 
hospitals. 

5. The privatization may give further Philip to the industry linked with health industry such as surgical instruments 
etc. 

6. It may lead to the import of high end technologies and medical services to the people who are capable of affording 
such services. 

Negative side of privatization of health industry: 

1. As per the scheme most patients would have to pay for care even in public facilities. The promise that patients 
covered by government health insurance schemes would access care free of cost needs to be seen in the context 
of recent surveys which show that just 12-13% of people are covered by public-funded insurance 

2. Private providers will concentrate on better-off districts, leaving the poor and remote districts for the public 
sector to manage. This will further weaken the ability of public hospitals to attract and retain trained doctors and 
other health workers. 

3. Scheme will expose thousands of patients to unethical practices by private providers, compromises in quality and 
rationality of services and additional ‘top-up services’. 

4. Outsourcing of hospital care to private providers inevitably becomes increasingly unsustainable over time as they 
ratchet up demands on reimbursements and fees. 

5. There are chances that it may give a setback to the medical tourism industry of India. 

The scheme is innovative and needs to be executed with due care of monitoring and regulation. If the private force 
becomes dominant in public institution, then the very essence of public services for health care gets eroded. Enhancing 
the investment in public healthcare services and training of health workers can change the existing situation towards 
the better results. 
 

Q) Templates for an upgraded rural health system have long been finalised and the Indian 

Public Health Standards were issued in 2007 and 2012, covering facilities from health 

sub-centres upwards. Despite these measures, why do you think tragedies such as recent 

Gorakhpur incident repeat? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans – 

Introduction – 

The frail nature of rural India’s health systems and the extraordinary patient load on a few referral hospitals have 
become even more evident from the crisis at the Baba Raghav Das Medical College in Gorakhpur. The fact was again 
underlined after the death of several children over a short period from Japanese Encephalitis. Templates for an 
upgraded rural health system have long been finalised and the Indian Public Health Standards were issued in 2007 and 
2012, covering facilities from health sub-centres upwards. Despite these measures, tragedies such as recent 
Gorakhpur incident repeat. 
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Possible causes of tragedies- 

ECONOMIC CAUSE- 

 Low public (government) spending on healthcare as well as its mismanagement. 

 Weak medical infrastructure: number of beds, equipment for treatment and even number of hospitals are 
limited. 

 Weak health insurance system – out of pocket expenditures. 

REGIONAL DISPARITY- 

 Unavailability of Doctors and trained staff in rural areas. 

 No accountability and monitoring of hospitals in small and remote villages. 

 Lack of health facilities- hospitals, doctors, medicines, diagnostics etc.  

FAILURE OF PREVENTIVE MEASURES – 

 Expansion of irrigation and dams resulting in increased disease transmission like Japanese encephalitis, malaria 
etc. 

 Improper sanitation and waste disposal practices. 

POLICY FLAWS – 

 Less focus on preventive measures. 

 Weak health monitoring infrastructure. 

 Poor implementation of schemes. 

 Shortage of staff (doctors, nurses); doctor to population ratio is not as per WHO recommendation. 

Way forward – 

Centre has set ambitious health goals for 2020 and is in the process of deciding the financial outlay for various targets 
under the National Health Mission, including reduction of the infant mortality rate to 30 per 1,000 live births, from the 
recent estimate of 40. This will require sustained investment and monitoring, and ensuring that the prescribed 
standard of access to a health facility with the requisite medical and nursing resources within a 3-km radius is achieved 
on priority. 

Such a commitment is vital for scaling up reproductive and child health care to achieve a sharp reduction in India’s 
deplorable infant and maternal mortality levels, besides preventing the spread of infectious diseases across States. 

It is imperative for the government to recognise the limitations of a market-led mechanism, as the NITI Aayog has 
pointed out in its action agenda for 2020, in providing for a pure public good such as health. We need to move to a 
single- payer system with cost controls that make efficient strategic purchase of health care from private and public 
facilities possible. Bringing equity in access to doctors, diagnostics and medicines for the rural population has to be a 
priority for the National Health Mission. 
 

Q) “Public health is not about running state run hospitals, it is what the state does to 

protect health by mitigating the social and environmental determinants of diseases.” 

Analyse. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The practice of public health has been dynamic in India, and has witnessed many hurdles in its attempt to affect the 
lives of the people of this country. Since independence, major public health problems like malaria, tuberculosis, 
leprosy, high maternal and child mortality and lately, human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) have been addressed 
through a concerted action of the government. Social development coupled with scientific advances and health care 
has led to a decrease in the mortality rates and birth rates. 
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Challenges in Public health in India: 

Health systems are grappling with the effects of existing communicable and non-communicable diseases and also with 
the increasing burden of emerging and re-emerging diseases (drug-resistant TB, malaria, SARS, avian flu and the 
current H1N1 pandemic). 

Inadequate financial resources for the health sector and inefficient utilization result in inequalities in health. As issues 
such as Trade-Related aspects of Intellectual Property Rights continue to be debated in international forums, the 
health systems will face new pressures. 

The causes of health inequalities lie in the social, economic and political mechanisms that lead to social stratification 
according to income, education, occupation, gender and race or ethnicity. 

Lack of adequate progress on these underlying social determinants of health has been acknowledged as a glaring 
failure of public health. 

Difference in health care and public health: 

Disease-care includes the different types of biomedical interventions that are carried out to restore health after an 
individual falls ill. Therefore, disease-care is popularly called “healthcare”. Healthcare is labour-intensive, given by one 
worker to one client at a time. Clinics and hospitals are visible infrastructure and sought after as a felt need in times 
of distress. 

Public health is what the state does to prevent diseases and to protect health. Public health, is invisible infrastructure, 
working in society to mitigate social determinants of diseases and in the environment to mitigate environmental 
determinants of diseases. 

Promoting public health: 

 To meet the formidable challenges described earlier, there is an urgent call for revitalizing primary health care 
based on the principles outlined at Alma-Ata in 1978: Universal access and coverage, equity, community 
participation in defining and implementing health agendas and intersectoral approaches to health. 

 Public health must be managed by professionals trained in public health and empowered to work for the health 
security of all people—urban and rural, poor and rich. 

 Public health is concerned with disease prevention and control at the population level, through organized efforts 
and informed choices of society, organizations, public and private communities and individuals. 

 The role of government is crucial for addressing these challenges and achieving health equity. The Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW) plays a key role in guiding India’s public health system. 

 Contribution to health of a population derives from systems outside the formal health care system, and this 
potential of intersectoral contributions to the health of communities is increasingly recognized worldwide. Thus, 
the role of government in influencing population health is not limited within the health sector but also by various 
sectors outside the health systems. 

 Effective addressing of public health challenges necessitates new forms of cooperation with private sectors 
(public-private partnership), civil societies, national health leaders, health workers, communities, other relevant 
sectors and international health agencies (WHO, UNICEF, Bill and Melinda Gates foundation, World Bank). 

 Important issues that the health systems must confront are lack of financial and material resources, health 
workforce issues and the stewardship challenge of implementing pro-equity health policies in a pluralistic 
environment. 

 Health profiles published by the government should be used to help communities prioritize their health problems 
and to inform local decision making. Public health laboratories have a good capacity to support the government’s 
diagnostic and research activities on health risks and threats, but are not being utilized efficiently. 

 There is a need for strengthening research infrastructure in the departments of community medicine in various 
institutes and to foster their partnerships with state health services. 

Conclusions 

“The health of people is the foundation upon which all their happiness and all their powers as a state depend” 

– Benjamin Disraeli, British Prime Minister. 
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In this changing world, with unique challenges that threaten the health and well-being of the population, it is 
imperative that the government and community collectively rise to the occasion and face these challenges 
simultaneously, inclusively and sustainably. Social determinants of health and economic issues must be dealt with a 
consensus on ethical principles – universalism, justice, dignity, security and human rights. This approach will be of 
valuable service to humanity in realizing the dream of Right to Health. 
 

Q) Reducing exposure to communicable diseases is of the highest priority in public health 

services, as their spread causes severe negative spillovers. Could India’s employment 

guarantee schemes use lessons from the US’ Depression-era public works programme to 

eliminate communicable diseases? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction: 

Health is determined not only by medical care but also by determinants outside the medical sector. Public health 
approach is to deal with all these determinants of health which requires multi sectoral collaboration and inter-
disciplinary coordination. Although there have been major improvements in public health since 1950s, India is passing 
through demographic and environmental transition which is adding to burden of diseases. There is triple burden of 
diseases, viz. communicable, non-communicable and emerging infectious diseases. 

Burden of communicable disease in India: 

 

In India, the range and burden of communicable diseases are enormous. The administrative responsibilities of the 
health system are shared between the central (federal) and state governments. Control of diseases and outbreaks is 
the responsibility of the central Ministry of Health, which lacks a formal public health department for this purpose. 
Tuberculosis, malaria, filariasis, visceral leishmaniasis, leprosy, HIV infection, and childhood cluster of vaccine-
preventable diseases are given priority for control through centrally managed vertical programmes. 

In 2015, India saw its largest recorded dengue outbreak, with national authorities confirming almost 100,000 cases 
and 220 deaths (almost double that of the preceding year). Recurrent epidemics of encephalitis (inflammation of the 
brain) of unknown cause have also occurred in India. Between 2008 and 2014, there have been more than 44,000 
cases and nearly 6,000 deaths from encephalitis in India, particularly in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

The Central government can do much to strengthen public health service delivery in India. India’s employment 
guarantee schemes could use lessons from the US’ Depression-era public works programme, such as: 

 In areas badly affected by malaria, this labour was used for large-scale drainage and other works to control 
malaria, with technical inputs from public health personnel and sanitary engineers. 

 The Swachh Bharat campaign could also use such technical expertise to maximize its impact in reducing exposure 
to diseases. 

 State health authorities from USA learnt a lesson from Rockefeller Foundation’s efforts to improve public health 
and sanitation. They sponsored demonstration projects combining deworming treatment, campaigns to raise 
people’s awareness of the problem, and technical assistance in building latrines in homes and public buildings. 
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 On similar lines much can be learned from non-government organisation in India as well. 

 The Central government could link its fiscal support to states with phased progress in 

(1) The establishment within the state health departments of separate public health directorates with their own 
budgets and staff, managed by medical doctors trained in public health administration 

(2) The enactment of public health Acts to provide the basic legislative underpinning for public health action 

(3) The revitalization of public health cadres. 

 The Swachha Bharat Abhiyaan is golden opportunity with respect to establishing a culture of hygiene and 
behavioural change towards cleanliness. 

 A comprehensive review and redesign of the health system is needed urgently to ensure equity and quality in 
health care. One solution is the creation of a functional public health infrastructure that is shared between central 
and state governments, with professional leadership and a formally trained public health cadre of personnel who 
manage an integrated control mechanism of diseases in districts that includes infectious and non-infectious 
diseases, and injuries. 

Moving forward: 

In light of the increasing burden of communicable diseases, the risk of comorbidities, and the long term socioeconomic 
impacts in India, capacities for disease surveillance must be strengthened to facilitate evidence-based decision-
making, to evaluate the success of existing public health programs, and to identify upcoming health challenges. 
Building awareness about risk factors, disease management, and the improvement of living conditions in cities, i.e., 
improving socioeconomic conditions of the urban poor, making cities more walkable, and providing recreational space 
to encourage healthy behaviour are important prerequisites. 
 

Q) What do you understand by human capital? Why does it make sense to invest heavily 

in education? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans – 

“Without investment in human resources development, economic development is unethical and 
unsustainable”                                                                                                                            – Amartya Sen  

Human capital is the stock of skill and productive knowledge embodied in the population. Population becomes human 
capital when there is investment made in the form of education, training and medical care.  

Education is one of the means to human capital enhancement if provided in a just, fair and inclusive environment. 

Benefits of education at individual level – 

1. Instrument of self-actualization – it helps the individual in assessing self-worth. in other words, education helps 
in self-actualization of individual.  

2. holistic development – it promotes all-round holistic development of the individual. 

3. Instrument of socialisation – Apart from cognitive development, education acts as an instrument of socialisation 
– making human a social animal. 

4. Equalising force – as former PM Rajeev Gandhi pointed out ‘education is a great equalising force’. It reduces the 
futile differences on caste, religious, gender lines & establishes egalitarian society. 

5. An educated society generally have low rates of crime as many evils in society are because of poor education for 
ex – domestic violence, female foeticide etc. 

6. Development of rationality – it promotes development of rationality among people & helps them judge a case on 
merits rather than on scriptural basis. 
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Investment in Education is highly necessary because – 

1) Investment in Education will give higher returns because of higher productivity. It is directly related to the country’s 
economic growth. 

2) Human resource is sustainable in nature. It can use it’s physical and inherent resources to make the economy of the 
country grow. 

3) proper Investment in Education will help in yielding high skilled labour which will help to fulfill the need for 
globalization of economy. 

4) If govt gives more economic freedom to people by lowering the tax, then people will invest more in Education. It 
has a substantial positive impact on education. 

5) Investment in the training of the teachers will surely increase the quality of their teaching and thus the education 
outcomes. 

6) the poor people in India do not invest more in their children’s education. Because they fail to see the long term 
benefits of it. 

7) Investing in Education will also enhance the social, cultural, political growth of the nation. It will strengthen the soft 
power as well as the technology of the country. 

8) Investment in education for girls is a must step which will help in materializing sex ratio, MMR, IMR, violence and 
economic growth, to the fullest. 

9) Educated Citizens of any country can bring positive changes and growth in every aspect of the country. 

The govt has invested immensely in Education through various schemes like SSA, MID DAY MEAL, PMKVY, skill India, 
etc. 

But there’s more to be done to enhance the quality of the education and thus to change the socio-economic-political 
condition of the country. 
 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections 

Q) Does India need an anti-lynching law? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- One of the most stinging descriptions of the dangers of mob violence never to be published (at least 
by the author in his lifetime) was Mark Twain’s response to a racial lynching in Missouri in 1901. He saw in it the danger 
of America turning into “The United States of Lyncherdom”. The secular republic of India, more than a century later, 
appears to be amidst the shadow of a similar fear. 

Lynching is an extrajudicial punishment by an informal group. It is most often used to characterize informal public 
executions by a mob in order to punish an alleged transgressor, or to intimidate a group. It is an extreme form of 
informal group social control such as charivari, skimmington, riding the rail, and tarring and feathering, but with a drift 
towards the display of a public spectacle 

Need of anti lynching laws :- 

 The data websiteIndiaSpendhas compiled instances of cow-linked violence from 2010 to 2017. It found that 
during this period, 28 people were killed in 63 such incidents. Since 2014 About 86% of those killed were Muslims. 
In 21% of the cases, the police filed cases against the victims/survivors. Cow-related lynchings rose sharply in 
2017, with 20 attacks in the first six months. This marks a 75% increase over 2016, which had been the worst year 
for mob lynchings since 2010. 

 The primary argument of the activists and lawyers advocating an anti-lynching law is that it fills a void in our 
criminal jurisprudence. 

 At present there is no law that criminalises mob killings.  
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 It is possible, under Section 223 (a) of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC), to prosecute together two or more 
people accused of the same offence committed in the course of the “same transaction”. But the provision falls 
far short of an adequate legal framework for prosecuting lynch mobs. 

The groundswell of public disgust at the lynchings crystallised under the banner of the National Campaign Against Mob 
Lynching (NCAML), which has initiated a campaign for a law against mob lynching. Also known as ‘Masuka’, short for 
Manav Suraksha Kanoon (law to protect humans), a draft of the proposed legislation is currently up on the Internet, 
awaiting suggestions from the public. 

Some shortcomings can be identified 

 The provisions empowering local law enforcement officials to take pre-emptive action could easily be invoked to 
criminalise peaceful public assembly, especially if the gathering is of workers or members of marginalised 
communities agitating for their rights 

 the ‘Review Committee’ that would monitor the prosecution of cases under this law is supposed to be headed by 
a senior police officer. Its findings would be submitted to a senior police officer. In a scenario where the police 
often serve as the handmaiden of the ruling dispensation, its hard to expect one member of the police force to 
hold another accountable 

Need of a separate law which will add to other numerous laws can be eliminated with adopting some measures like :- 

 Prevention of such incidences is possible with increased awareness and respect for other community, active 
vigilance by civil society, moral policing etc. 

 In case it happens identifying the nature of lynching cases, targets, reasons and allowing the investigating 
agencies to do the work without politicisation of issues will be helpful. 

 Engaging people especially from minorities into the process, building confidence in them, creating a cooperative 
environment for fearless investigations when such incidences occur is also important. 

Incidences like lynching are the blot on society. They not only stains its fabric but also have potential to torn it down 
if not acted in cautious manner. Hence social, political, legal, moral ways and means must be adopted to curb them. 
 

Q) Write a note on the Hague Convention and examine why India has been reluctant to 

ratify it despite repeated recommendations from courts and Law Commission. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

What is Hague Convention? 

The Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption 
(Convention) is an international agreement to safeguard intercountry adoptions. Concluded on May 29, 1993 in The 
Hague, the Netherlands, the Convention establishes international standards of practices for intercountry adoptions. 

The Hague Abduction Convention is a treaty that many countries, including the United States, have joined. The 
purposes of the Convention are to protect children from the harmful effects of international abduction by a parent by 
encouraging the prompt return of abducted children to their country of habitual residence, and to organize or secure 
the effective rights of access to a child. The idea is that custody and visitation matters should generally be decided by 
the proper court in the country of the child’s habitual residence. The Convention focuses on the child, providing a 
shared civil remedy among partner countries. 

Important features of the Convention include: 

1. Each country that has ratified or acceded to the Convention is required to have a Central Authority. The Central 
Authority is the main point of contact for parents and other governments involved in abduction cases. 

2. The Central Authority generally has the responsibility to help locate abducted children, to help encourage 
amicable solutions to parental abduction cases, and help facilitate the safe return of children as appropriate. 

3. Any documents submitted to the Central Authority as part of the application are admissible in courts in partner 
countries without the formalities often required by courts for admitting documents from foreign countries. 
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4. A parent does not necessarily need to present a custody order to prove that his or her custodial rights were 
violated when the child was taken from his or her country; the Convention allows proof according to the laws of 
the child’s habitual residence, often by showing proof of parenthood or marriage. 

5. Whether a child should be returned to his/her habitual residence, or whether access/visitation rights exist, does 
not depend on the immigration status/or nationality of a child or his or her parents. 

Where does India stand on this matter? 

In 2009, the Law Commission of India recommended signing The Hague Convention, because it “will in turn bring the 
prospects of achieving the return to India of children who have their home in India”. The Commission observed that 
in the absence of a law, Indian courts had not followed a pattern in such cases. 

Recommendations: 

The Law Commission noted that “women involved in cross-jurisdictional divorces, holiday marriages or limping 
marriages have to face additional challenges in the custody battle, and that the woman must not be put in a situation 
where she has to make the impossible choice between her children and putting up with an abusive relationship in a 
foreign country. 

Abduction is out of overwhelming love and affection and not to harm the child or achieve any other ulterior purpose”. 
The Commission, thus, dropped the word ‘abduction’ from the title of the revised Bill. 

In February 2017, at a national consultation on signing the Convention chaired by WCD Minister Maneka Gandhi again 
decided to constitute a committee to draft suitable legislation, and to advise on whether India should become a 
signatory. The committee was asked to submit its report in four months. 

Why India is not signing the Hague convention? 

In case of India the issues linked with woman abuse in marriages are equally worrisome of child abduction at 
international level. 

Legal question arise that, which court will have jurisdiction to decide custody, the one in the country of habitual 
residence, or one where the child has been removed which, in most cases, is India.  

The Indian diaspora is huge in terms of its number and spread, the signing of this convention will bring large number 
of cases, which may result into high number of cases coming for grievance redressal. 

It pushes the women who returned to India to seek counsel in foreign courts making it hard to seek justice. 

Bringing best practices about Human rights through international conventions is one aspects of this issue as there are 
other aspects such as woman issues and sovergniety of domestic laws. The balanced and rational policy can solve the 
problem of international abduction rather than mere signing of convention and not implementing required measures. 
 

Q) Why is India unwilling to ratify the International Labour Organisation’s Convention 189 

on Decent Work for Domestic Workers? Comment whether India should ratify this 

Convention or not. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background – 

Domestic workers are among the most exploited sections of the Indian workforce. 

 In the past, domestic work was closely enmeshed with feudal structures of labour extraction, such as begar. The 1931 
Census recorded a large pool of labour, i.e. 27 lakh, as domestic workers, or ‘servants’ as they were then known. They 
were then predominantly male workers. 

 These high numbers reduced considerably with the growing intensity of the anti-feudal struggle and development of 
occupational diversities in the post-Independence era. The 1971 Census recorded only 67,000 domestic workers. 

However, this trend has been reversed since the early 1990s when India’s economic policy pushed forward with 
liberalisation. The 1991 Census recorded 10 lakh domestic workers. 
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 Subsequent National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) data of the post-liberalisation period has mapped a continuous 
increase in this figure. The NSSO data of 2004-05, for example, has recorded 47 lakh domestic workers in India; the 
majority of whom, i.e. 30 lakh, were women. 

As of today, a large number of these workers are inter-State migrant labourers from impoverished districts in West 
Bengal, Assam and Jharkhand. 

Convention ratification – 

The ILO convention 189 on domestic workers mainly aims to provide domestic worker a decent working condition with 
daily and weekly (at least 24 h) rest hours, entitlement to minimum wage, to choose the place where they live and 
spend their leave and protective measures against violence etc. 

The convention has not been ratified by government mainly because- 

1. Daily household work is not considered as an economic activity in Indian society. 

2. Lack of education, awareness and domestic worker unions among domestic workers which are mainly women. 

3. Labour legislation comes under state government. 

4. The national laws and practices are not fully into conformity with the provisions of the Convention. 

5. One of the clauses of convention mentions “written contracts”. Chances of misuse as many domestic workers are 
illiterate. 

6. Fear of misuse of unionisation : one of the clauses says “freedom of association and the effective recognition of 
the right to collective bargaining”. 

Need to ratify convention – 

1. Post-Liberalization Era, no. of domestic workers in India has grown rapidly(around 8% of global domestic 
workers). 

2. There is a need to change the idea that care-giving is a private domestic responsibility unique to women which 
will create a gender equal society and empower women of the most vulnerable section of society. 

3. Irregular payment of wages by employers, extraction of more work than agreed upon at the start of employment, 
and the practice of arbitrarily reducing wages are rampant problems that breed overexploitation of domestic 
workers. 

4. continuous growth in the number of impoverished women and children which earn their livelihood by providing 
domestic services. 

5. Major incidences of violence (physical and sexual) by employers. 

6. The lack of redressal machinery for workers in this rapidly developing domestic services industry. 

7. Article 23 prohibits exploitation of labour specially forced labour. Despite this, forms of exploitation among 
domestic workers prevail. Typically, the employer-dominated, domestic work industry is characterised by low, 
stagnant wage rates. Wages are particularly low for Bengali and Adivasi workers. There is discrimination, Irregular 
payment of wages, extraction of more work than agreed upon and the practice of arbitrarily reducing wages.  

8. These problems faced by domestic workers often led to unemployment and criminalization in case not able to 
obtain their dues.  

Conclusion – 

The domestic services industry is growing rapidly in India and addressing the key issues of the sector will ensure the 
benefits to both employee (strengthening most vulnerable section of society mainly women & children) and employer 
(by providing fair contract). To bring dignity to domestic workers and provide them some rights the domestic work 
should be recognized as an economic activity and all the social security benefits should be provided to them. This 
demands urgent government initiative nationally, and across India’s states. Ratifying ILO Convention 189 will be a good 
start in this direction. 
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Q) Discuss the problems faced by tribal women in India and the measures taken by 

government to address these problems. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction: 

The tribal population in India numerically constitutes a small segment of the total population of the country but is a 
significant part of the population. Most of the Scheduled tribe people lives in rural areas and their population comprise 
10.4 % of the total rural population of the country. The term ‘scheduled tribes’ first appeared in the Constitution of 
India, to confer certain constitutional privileges and protection to a group of people who are considered disadvantaged 
and backward. In the Constitution of India, Article 366 (25) defines Scheduled Tribes as “such tribes or tribal 
communities or part of or groups within such tribes or tribal communities as are deemed under Article 342 to the 
scheduled Tribes (STs) for the purposes of this Constitution. 

Status of Tribal woman: 

Status of tribal women are not same in all places, rather they vary according to the tribal group and the social structure. 
However, in tribal societies, tribal women are more important than women in any other social groups because tribal 
women are very hardworking and in almost all the tribal communities they participate in economic activities almost 
equally with men or works harder than men and the family economy and income also depend on women. 

Problems of tribal woman: 

 The tribal group’s health status is lower compared to that of the general population. They have high infant 
mortality rate, higher fertility rate, lack of awareness regarding diseases and health care, drinking water 
provisions, hygiene. 

 Most of the tribal women work outside their homes and are engaged in various activities. They work in order to 
earn money for their family. The women’s work involves daily labour, agricultural work. Even young children and 
girls go for work along with their mothers. Most of the time they do not go to school regularly or become drop 
outs from school 

 Work participation rate among scheduled tribe women were higher in percentage as compared to others. Poor 
economic condition has a direct bearing on the degree of participation. Scheduled tribe workers are engaged in 
agricultural sector and in non-gainful occupations. Considering the education, economic and health of the tribal 
women, their positions were not at all satisfactory. 

 Although work participation among tribal women is higher compared to scheduled caste and general population 
but the livelihoods of the tribal people are neither permanent nor fixed. Most of them do not have a regular 
source of income, and they live below the poverty level. 

 Lack of awareness about nutritional requirements mostly leaves the tribal women weak, anaemic and they suffer 
from various diseases. During pregnancy, special attention is required to be given to women otherwise that will 
affect the health of both the mother and child. 

Measures taken by government: 

Rashtriya Mahila Kosh (RMK) to provide micro-finance services to bring about the socio-economic upliftment of poor 
women. 

National Mission for Empowerment of Women (NMEW) to strengthen the overall processes that promotes all-round 
Development of Women 

Rajiv Gandhi National Creche Scheme for Children of Working Mothers (including single mother) to provide day care 
facilities for running a crèche of 25 children in the age group 0-6 years from families having monthly income of less 
than Rs 12,000. 

One Stop Centre to provide integrated support and assistance to women affected by violence. 

Adivasi mahila Sashaktikaran yojana is an exclusive  concessional scheme for the economic development of eligible 
Scheduled Tribe Women in which NSTFDC provides Term Loan for Scheme(s)/Project(s) costing upto Rs. 50000/- per 
unit/profit cent. 
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Sabla Scheme has been launched for holistic development of adolescent girls in the age group of 11-18 years. This 
includes tribal girls as well. 

Conclusion 

Tribal women play a major role in the management of their natural, social, economic resources and agricultural 
development but they still remain backward due to traditional values, illiteracy, dominant roles is decision making, 
social evils and many other cultural factors. The participatory role of tribals in improving their living conditions by fully 
exploring natural endowments and alternative uses must find an appropriate place in the strategic approach. 
 

Q) “The Forest Rights Act did not emerge from struggles for the control over forests alone, 

but was a product of an ongoing intersection between political conflict, features of Indian 

capitalism, and the conceptions of “environment” and “development” in India’s political 

discourse.” Discuss. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Ten years after the historic Forest Rights Act (FRA) was passed by the Indian lawmakers, only 3% of villages or 
communities could secure their rights over forest resources which include land and the produce from the forests and 
water, states the Citizens’ Report prepared by Community Forest Rights – Learning and Advocacy, a network of 
organisations working on securing rights for the forest dwellers in the country. 

Various factors that have prevented the proper implementation of the FRA since its passage in 2006 include: 

 Process of documenting communities’ claims: 

The process of documenting communities’ claims under the FRA is intensive — rough maps of community and 
individual claims are prepared democratically by Gram Sabhas. These are then verified on the ground with annotated 
evidence, before being submitted to relevant authorities. 

The Gram Sabha is treated as a public authority under the FRA, and if the higher authorities under the law reject its 
claims, substantive reasons have to be provided for doing so. This exhaustive process is why the official diktat to 
implement the FRA so quickly lacks any understanding about the extent of the task and labour involved. 

 Reluctance of the forest bureaucracy to give up control: 

Another main factor inhibiting the FRA’s full implementation is the reluctance of the forest bureaucracy to give up 
control. The forest bureaucracy has misinterpreted the FRA as an instrument to regularise encroachment. This is seen 
in its emphasis on recognising individual claims while ignoring collective claims — Community Forest Resource (CFR) 
rights as promised under the FRA — by tribal communities. 

To date, the total amount of land where rights have been recognised under the FRA is just 3.13 million hectares, mostly 
under claims for individual occupancy rights. 

 Narrow interpretation of the FRA: 

The narrow interpretation of the FRA is also to be blamed. It is against the letter and spirit of the law, which seeks to 
undo historical injustices and return the forests to community jurisdiction. It also contradicts the estimates for forest 
area collectively used by tribal and other forest communities that are provided by government agencies themselves. 

 A series of legislation that undermine the rights and protections given to tribals in the FRA, including the condition 
of “free informed consent” from gram sabhas for any government plans to remove tribals from the forests and 
for the resettlement or rehabilitation package. The requirement of public hearings and gram sabha consent has 
also been done away with for mid-sized coal mines. 

 The amendments to the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, the Compensatory Afforestation 
Fund Act and a host of amendments to the Rules to the FRA also undermine the FRA. 

 The government has declared its commitment to ensuring “ease of business”, which translates into clearing all 
private sector-sponsored projects in tribal-inhabited forest areas. 
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What needs to be done now? 

 The government can start by recognising the role played in the FRA’s meagre implementation by the forest 
bureaucracy’s resistance as well as the acute lack of awareness of FRA’s community rights provisions in State 
administrations and forest communities. In almost all States, the Forest Department has either appropriated or 
been given effective control over the FRA’s rights recognition process. 

 This has created a situation where the officials controlling the implementation of the law often have the strongest 
interest in its non-implementation, especially the community forest rights provisions, which dilute or challenge 
the powers of the forest department. 

 If the government is serious about implementing the FRA, it should confront the forest bureaucracy and make it 
clear that any obstruction on their part is unacceptable. The little progress that has been made in implementation 
so far has been due to close coordination between tribal departments, district administrations and civil society. 

 There is also a clear need to strengthen the nodal tribal departments, provide clear instructions to the State and 
district administrations, and encourage civil society actors. Without a strong political will, this historical 
transformation is unlikely to take place. 

In spite of its inadequacies, there can be little doubt that the Forest Rights Act (FRA) stands as a powerful instrument 
to protect the rights of tribal communities. It is a hindrance to corporate interests to their free loot and plunder of 
India’s mineral resources, its forests, and its water. 
 

Q) Critically comment on the provisions of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

Act, 2012 (POCSO Act) and the marital rape exception under the IPC that deal with sexual 

violence against children. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans – 

Background – 

Recently, a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court heard a petition on the constitutionality of the marital rape 
exception in the IPC (Exception 2 to Section 375). The petitioners pointed to the contradictions between the Protection 
of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO Act), which defines “child” as a person below 18 years, and the 
marital rape exception in the IPC, which states that sexual intercourse between a man and his wife (who is not under 
15 years) is not rape. The Bench apparently inquired whether the court must intervene to provide protection to 
married girls between 15 and 18 years from sexual exploitation by their spouse, given the legislative intention to 
exempt marital rape from prosecution. 

POCSO Act does not carve out any exception in favour of marriage. The legislative intention is also evident from Section 
42A of the POCSO Act, which provides that in case of inconsistency with the provisions of any other law, the POCSO 
Act will override. 

POCSO Act’s criticism:- 

 It criminalizes the consensual sexual act among individuals below 18 years. It doesn’t consider the normal sexual 
exploration among children in changing environment. 

 It considers every sexual contact as rape. 

 Strict punishment under POCSO is interference in the autonomy of children and their freedom to live. 

IPC’s marital exception’s criticism:- 

 Exemption has resulted in blind acquittal of husbands by court and it can encourage more abuse of young girls 
by husbands. 

 The provision of wife’s age of 15 years is inconsistent with Prohibition of child marriage act -2006, according to 
which marriage’s minimum age has to be 18.  

 It doesn’t check whether marriage was forced on girl or there is sexual violence within marriage and hence 
doesn’t respect the opinion of girl. 
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Previous court judgements – 

The higher judiciary has largely taken a lenient approach in such cases. 

 The Gujarat High Court in Yunusbhai Shaikh v. State of Gujarat (2015) quashed the FIR against the accused under 
the IPC and POCSO holding, “[the victim] is admitting… that she had accompanied the applicant on her own free 
will and… since she was in love with the applicant and the applicant also loved her, they decided to get married.” 
It added, however, that proceedings under the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 (PCMA) should be initiated 
against the person(s) who performed the nikah , since the PCMA being ‘special law’ would override ‘general’ 
personal laws. 

 The Gauhati High Court in Jahirul Maulanav. State of Assam (2016) quashed the chargesheet against a man who 
had allegedly raped a minor. Since the victim was his wife and had borne his child, the court felt that to continue 
criminal proceedings would defeat the ends of justice. 

 However, the Karnataka High Court faced a case ( Soni Nihal v. Sri. Sandeep Patel,2017) with nearly identical facts 
and observed that the “criminal proceedings initiated for the alleged offence [rape] cannot be quashed.” 

Way forward – 

The POCSO’s approach fails to recognise the autonomy and evolving capacity of children, particularly adolescents. 
Parliament and the Supreme Court need to consider the South African Constitutional Court’s conclusions in Teddy 
Bear Clinic for Abused Children v. Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development(2013), in which provisions that 
criminalised consensual sexual conduct of adolescents between 12 and 16 years were held unconstitutional. At the 
same time, the government and courts cannot be oblivious to sexual violence within personal relationships.  

Demands for strict construction of all sexual contact with children as rape and the blind exemption accorded to sexual 
violence within marriage are both incompatible with the constitutional guarantee of a right to life of dignity and 
protection against violence. An acceptable exception would only be one that is premised on respect for adolescent 
children’s right to physical integrity and freedom of expression with safeguards against grooming, force, coercion, and 
exploitation. 
 

Q) The social boycott act passed by the Government of Maharashtra is an important step 

in arresting the abuse of power by in-group elites. What hurdles would this legislation face 

in realisation of its desired goals? Examine. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- A boycott is an act of voluntary and intentional abstention from dealing with a person, as an expression 
of protest, usually for social, political, or environmental reasons. The purpose of a boycott is to inflict some economic 
loss on the target, or to indicate a moral outrage, to try to compel the target to alter an objectionable behaviour. 

Background: 

 The Issue of social boycott is historical and it is unfortunate fact that it exist even today. Though the boycott has 
reduced to a considerable extent at individual level, the Jat panchayats still practice this inhumane tool to 
suppress the acts which are considered as anti social or different from traditional practices. 

 The State of Maharashtra has seen several instances of social boycott of individuals most often for marrying 
within the same gotra (clan) or outside the prescribed boundaries of caste. The highest number of incidents was 
reported from the districts of Raigad, Ratnagiri and Nashik; and the largest number of cases of social boycott was 
provoked by inter-caste marriages. 

 Maharashtra’s social boycott law is best understood as one front in a long struggle to effectuate the Constitution’s 
guarantee against social exclusion, as expressed in Articles 15(2) and 17. 

 Article 17 of the Constitution and the Protection of Civil Rights Act outlaw untouchability in all its forms, but these 
are legal protections intended for the Scheduled Castes. In reality, members of various castes and communities 
also require such protection from informal village councils and gatherings of elders who draw on their own 
notions of conformity, community discipline, morality and social mores to issue diktats to the village or the 
community to cut off ties with supposedly offending persons and families. 
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Salient features of the bill: 

 The Bill provides for prohibition of social boycott of a person or group of persons, by an individual or a group like 
caste panchayats. 

 The provisions of the law define social boycott as a cognisable, but bailable offence, and provide for an 
imprisonment of up to three years or Rs. 1 lakh fine or both. 

 The legislation had provisions for disbursing the fine amount to the victims and their rehabilitation. 

 The law recognises the human rights dimension to issues of social boycott, as well as the varied forms in which it 
occurs in a caste-based society. 

 The bill takes into account discrimination on the basis of morality, social acceptance, political inclination, 
sexuality, which it prohibits. 

 Bill makes it an offence to create cultural obstacles by forcing people to wear a particular type of clothing or use 
a particular language. 

Hurdles can be faced by legislation :- 

 A maximum number of cases arise out of the issue of inter-caste marriages. As consent is an alien, intolerable 
concept in almost all caste and community traditions in India, these kind of marriages lead to divisions in 
communities and even lead to violence, causing caste panchayats to come together to resolve them. The worst 
affected in these cases are women, often young women, who are forcibly separated, their unborn killed, left to 
raise their ostracised children by themselves, sexually exploited, abandoned or forcibly remarried. The act has no 
provision for special protection or compensation and rehabilitation of these victims. 

 The act neither deals with the question of inter-caste/inter-community/inter-religious marriages clearly, nor 
takes a position on collective caste panchayats which are not intra-caste affairs. It must be underlined that 
rehabilitation and compensation to all victims of caste panchayats continues to be a consistent demand from 
activists working with these victims. 

 The act neither deals with the question of inter-caste/inter-community/inter-religious marriages clearly, nor 
takes a position on collective caste panchayats which are not intra-caste affairs. It must be underlined that 
rehabilitation and compensation to all victims of caste panchayats continues to be a consistent demand from 
activists working with these victims. 

 Given that something as basic as filing a first information report would require community identification in this 
matter, such communities largely remain outside the purview of the act, as the act makes no special provisions 
for them. 

 It cannot be ruled out that the rationale of the government behind this could have been the legal and 
constitutional hurdles that have sealed the fate of such laws in the past. The Bombay Prevention of Ex-
communication Act, 1949 which was pulled back after the Constitution bench was divided on the matter, is an 
example. 

 It is this treatment of the problem, as one of mere law and order, that has led to the shift in the definition of 
victimhood as attached only to physical and material harm rather than also to “mental, psychological, emotional” 
harm—factors included in the draft bill but excluded from the act. 

 Though the definition of social boycott which lists 15 kinds of possible offences is detailed, it is by no measure 
exhaustive. The exclusion of affective harm—the driving force of the power of these panchayats—from 
victimhood creates tremendous scope for legal (mis)interpretation, and conflict is always likely to arise between 
the definition of victimhood and social boycott. 

Nevertheless, this act is the first, and an important, step in pointing out the problems with parallel systems of justice 
dispensation that derive their authority from tradition, respect for “public” (mob) sentiment or the autonomy of 
community logic. Such systems abound in the state and the country—which makes it justifiable for groups to assume 
the responsibility, nay duty, to take up the flag of protection and conservation of tradition. In a democracy, no caste, 
community, religion or tribe can command such powers over individuals of their own group or on others. It is this 
principle that should carve our definition of group identity-based exploitation and not a list of crimes that comfortably 
box identifiable practices. In a “progressive” state like Maharashtra, we still have many more such boycotts to be made 
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criminal—be they intra-caste, inter-caste or inter-religious. This act, nevertheless, has the potential to be a stepping 
stone to a broader and more inclusive anti-discrimination law. 
 

Q) In India, even now between 9% and 20% of maternal deaths are on account of unsafe 

abortions. What does law say about abortion rights of child victims of rape who are 

pregnant? Do you think children who are pregnant should have abortion rights? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Ans – 

Background – 

While the 10-year old pregnant girl awaits delivery in a hospital in Chandigarh, a 12-year old girl in Mumbai has been 
found to be 27 weeks pregnant. Both are victims of rape by men known to their families. The family  in the first case 
approached first the Chandigarh High Court to grant her permission to abort and on being denied approached the 
Supreme Court. The apex Court asked the medical experts at the Government Medical College and Hospital, 
Chandigarh to review the case and give their opinion. 

Laws related to abortion rights of child in India – 

 MTP act 1971(Amended) which provides for termination of pregnancy on certain grounds upto 24 weeks with 
the consent of women above 18 and if below 18 then with the consent of a guardian. The Medical Termination 
of Pregnancy (MTP) Act was passed in 1971 based on the recommendations of the Shantilal Shah Committee 
which was set up to review the high number of maternal deaths due to septic abortion. 

 POCSO act to protect a child below 18 years from sexual offences. 

 section 312 of IPC – MTP law is needed only because the Indian Penal Code (IPC) Sections 312–316 exist and 
Section 312 states: Whoever voluntarily causes a woman with child to miscarry, shall, if such miscarriage be not 
caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the woman, be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both, and, if the woman be quick 
with child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. A woman who causes herself to miscarry, is within the meaning of this section. If 
Sections 312 to 316 were to be removed from the IPC then all abortion procedures would be under the purview 
of medical guidelines similar to the way in which other surgical and medical procedures are. India does not have 
a separate law for open heart surgery or bariatric surgery or endoscopy. These are left to the domains of those 
who have specialised clinical training. 

Children who are pregnant should have abortion rights – 

1. Clinical issues – 

 threat to life to child as well as foetus. 

 As vaginal delivery is difficult in younger girls, the abortion itself poses much less risk to the girl than a delivery 
by surgical intervention in terms of anaesthesia, major abdominal surgery, complications, blood loss and wound 
healing. 

2. Rights issue – 

 It is the right of a woman to be a mother, so also it is the right of a woman not to be a mother and her wish has 
to be respected. 

 This right emerges from her human right to live with dignity as a human being in the society and is protected as 
a fundamental right under Article 21 of the Constitution of India with reasonable restrictions as contemplated 
under the Act. 

3. Social issues – 

 to reduce physical and mental trauma to victim child, as most of the times she is the victim of rape. 

 to prevent child from social stigma, harassment. 
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Criticism – 

1. Pro-life argument – right of unborn is not taken into consideration. 

2. Forced choice – pressure on a girl child to abort thus hampering her right to choose. 

3. Unsafe abortions – girls are forced to undergo unsafe abortions due to social stigma and unawareness. 

Conclusion – 

Woman owns her body and has a right over it and woman alone should be the choice-maker for abortion. Unborn 
foetus cannot be put on a higher pedestal than the right of a living woman. 

Safe abortion is not only about terminating an unwanted pregnancy but is also one of the critical life- saving/ life 
changing episodes in the life cycle of a woman, and part of the continuum of her sexual and reproductive health and 
rights. 

Way forward – 

We need to work together with those in allied fields of work to prevent child marriages, prevention of dowry, 
recognising marital rape, improving the status of the girl child, and all other facets of women’s empowerment. 

We need to place the conversation around abortion rights within the context of women’s sexuality, patriarchy and 
gender equality. 

We need to do better at making the public sector more accountable for providing abortion services and pushing for 
the private sector to be better regulated. We need to invest in training of health care providers, in the pre-service 
years and beyond, to ensure gender and rights sensitisation. 

We need to create a future where it is unacceptable for a girl or a woman to suffer grievous physical or mental harm 
because she was unable to access a timely, sensitive and safe abortion service. 
 

Q) Critically analyse the arguments made by each judge in the recent  triple talaq case 

where it invalidated the practice of triple talaq. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Ans – 

Introduction – 

The recent five-judge verdict in the triple talaq case has invalidated it. The progressive verdict has been a cause of 
enthusiasm for the nation as a whole, and especially for the Muslim women in India. 

The issues at hand were whether the practice of talaq-e-biddat, or triple talaq, was in violation of the rights of Muslim 
women, whether the practice was acceptable under the ambit of freedom of religion, and whether the practice could 
be subjected to the principle of equality before the law. The verdict however saw arguments being made both for and 
against the practice.  

The arguments that were made by the judges are as follows: 

Majority opinion – 

 Justice Joseph: 

Sensitive to Islamic faith : the tenets of triple talaq go against the Quran itself. Thus, making a remark “what is 
bad in theology is bad in law as well”.  

Sensitive to Constitutional rights : triple talaq cannot be given the protection under Art 25. 

 Justice Nariman and U.U.Lalit : 

Sensitive to Islamic faith : they held that even though Hanafi jurisprudence finds triple-talaq as permissible, the 
very jurisprudence finds it sinful 

Sensitive to Constitutional rights : it violates Art 14 (right to equality) as it gives an arbitrary power to muslim men 
over muslim women with no scope for reconciliation given to muslim women 
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Minority Verdict – 

 CJI Khehar : 

Sensitive to Islamic faith : conscience is not above faith and any faith-related practice continued for centuries 
becomes part of that faith, even if not explicitly provided for by the texts; 

Sensitive to Constitutional rights : wanted the Parliament, not the judiciary, to take up the issue and make amends 
to personal laws it has done in the past (under Art 25) 

 Justice Nazeer :  

Sensitive to Islamic faith : called the practice as inherent part of Islam and its personal law 

Sensitive to Constitution: he upheld Art 25 as fundamental and not to be violated based on perceptions 

Analyzing the arguments, the following positive points can be inferred: 

1. The majority verdict placed greater emphasis on gender equality, rather than on the consideration of religious 
feelings of the Muslim community. Fundamental right (FR) to equality to all Muslim women under article 14 can’t 
destroyed at the altar of mere religious practice. Triple talaq’s invalidation sets the stage for Muslim personal law 
to be scrutinized with respect to the fundamental right to equality before the law. 

2. The most positive fact was the recognition of social realities, without sticking to rigid traditions of the past. 

3. Revocation of marriage without any attempt at reconciliation is not only illegal but also unethical & inhumane. 
The pain & trauma highlighted by leading ladies like Shah bano, Sharaya bano called for an end to the practice 
which is certainly anachronistic in 21st century India. 

However, some of the negative facets were as follows: 

1. The practice is protected as FR under article 25 (freedom of religion) of the constitution. So, it violates the FR of 
the minorities. 

2. The action based on call of conscience can have cascading effect as pointed out by CJI. He advised judges to 
exercise ‘absolute restraint’ in matters of faith. 

3. Various social ills in the past like sati, devdasi system were abolished by legislative pronouncements & not by 
judicial injunctions. In this regard, this can prove a wrong precedent, judiciary has set. 

Conclusion – 

The progressive verdict, and its implications on the rights of Muslim women are to be seen in the coming days. The 
victory of progressivism over orthodoxy needs to be maintained, if any further sustainable reforms in the field of 
personal law are being desired. 
 

Q) Compare recent Supreme Court verdict in Shayara Banu case with Shamim Ara (2002) 

case. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Scroll 

Shayara Banu case: 

The woman from Uttarakhand then approached the Supreme Court after giving talaq by her husband in 2016, 
challenging the validity of arbitrary practices against women followed by Muslims. 

Her petition seeks the Supreme Court to declare talaq-e-bidat, polygamy and nikah halala illegal and unconstitutional 
on the grounds that they violate the rights guaranteed by the Constitution under Articles 14, 15, 21 and 25. 

Shayara’s husband has opposed her plea on the ground they were governed by the Muslim Personal Law and all three 
discriminatory practices are sanctified provisions under the very same law. 

However, under the Constitution, religious freedom is subject to all other Fundamental Rights. Article 25 — which 
guarantee Freedom of Practice and Propagation of Religion — do not protect religious practices since they can 
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negatively affect the welfare of citizens. Article 14, which guarantees the Right to Equality, overrides Article 25 because 
triple talaq denies a Muslim woman’s equality before the law. 

Similarly, Article 25 is subject to Article 15 (1) which says that the State “shall not discriminate against any citizen on 
grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex…” Since triple talaq does not work in the favour of women, it violates Article 
15 (1) of the Constitution. The Supreme Court’s decision will affect many women victims in the country and those who 
are vulnerable to the instantaneous oral and unilateral triple talaq. 

Shamim ara v state of u.p. & ors: 

The appellant-wife and Abrar Ahmed(respondent no.2) were married in 1968. The appellant filed an application in 
1979 under Section 125 CrPC complaining of cruelty to her and her children as well as desertion. The husband replied 
by claiming that he had divorced her on 11-7-1987, and therefore her disentitlement for maintenance. 

No statement of circumstances, no justification by reasons, no proof of efforts at reconciliation and no evidence of 
witnesses in support of the talaq were adduced. The Family Court had accepted an affidavit by the husband (in some 
case where the appellant was not even a party) as proof of the talaq and accordingly dismissed the wife’s suit for 
maintenance. The wife appealed to the High Court. The High Court of Allahabad held that although the alleged divorce 
had not been communicated to the appellant, the divorce stood completed in 1990 when the husband filed written 
statement to her appeal. 

The appellant has filed this appeal by special leave before the Supreme Court. 

The Hon’ble Judge noted that there is no mention in any Holy Book or Islamic scripture of a form of divorce given by 
way of a pleading in a written statement, provided that the divorce was not communicated to the wife prior to filing 
the written statement. Therefore, such a form of divorce cannot be effected on the date on which the wife learns of 
such statement contained in the copy of the affidavit/pleading served on her. 

Justice Lahoti stated that the correct legal position is that a mere plea of divorce given in a written statement by the 
husband will not by itself operate as proof of talaq; hence, it cannot be said that talaqhas take effect from the date 
the written statement made by the husband comes to the knowledge of the wife. 
 

Q) Discuss how the recent historic judgement by the Supreme Court on right to privacy 

making it a fundamental right is a culmination of series of judgements since 

independence. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Track of various judgements that culminated into this historic decision: 

The question of privacy as a right gained significance when the government submitted to the supreme court (SC) in 
July 2015 that there is no fundamental right to privacy. The SC on its part formed a bench of five judges to hear the 
submissions on this ground, and deliver a judgment that settles the issue. However, even as the matter stands pending 
before the court, there have been numerous developments on the rights relating to privacy, which impacts India as a 
democracy as well as its constituents. 

In 1962, while deciding the Kharak Singh vs State of UP, the court examined the power of police surveillance with 
respect to history-sheeters and it ruled in favour of the police, saying that the right of privacy is not a guaranteed right 
under the constitution. 

All through these years, the right to privacy remained as a question mark, seldom before courts but actively negated 
by state. It was 1975 that became a watershed year for the right to privacy in India. The SC while hearing the Gobind 
vs State of MP case introduced the compelling state interest test from the American jurisprudence. The court stated 
that right to privacy of an individual would have to give way to larger state interest, the nature of which must be 
convincing. With time, the domain of privacy has expanded and it has come to incorporate personal sensitive data 
such as medical records and biometrics. 

In 1997 in the matter of PUCL vs Union of India, commonly known as telephone tapping cases, the SC unequivocally 
held that individuals had a privacy interest in the content of their telephone communications. Making just exceptions 
to the complete cover, it said that rigorous standards are required for law that derogates privacy and that mechanism 
used should be targeted, based on specific suspicion of identifiable individuals and be the only means possible to fulfil 
the government’s goals of public safety and crime prevention. 
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Thus, through a series of cases, it can be observed that the right to privacy was being recognised, but its exceptions 
were also given due place. In the Selvi vs State of Karnataka, which was decided in 2010, the SC gave strength to Article 
20(3), that is, Right against Self-Incrimination. Closely aligned with privacy, the right to remain silent was found to be 
derogated by usage of narco-analysis as evidence in trials. 

The present 

In the second decade of the 21st century, questions with respect to the right to privacy have centred around  Aadhaar, 
a government scheme in which residents get a unique ID after giving their biometrics such as fingerprints and iris scan 
and demographic details. Aadhaar was challenged in court on the grounds of violation of privacy and its usage was 
limited by the SC through its order in September 2013, with Aadhaar being allowed in public distribution system and 
LPG subsidy only. 

In October 2015, it amended its order and said that Aadhaar can be used to deliver services such as MNREGA, Pradhan 
Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana, pension and provident fund schemes but no person should be deprived of any service in 
absence of Aadhaar. 

The way ahead: 

Sections 43, 43A and 72A of the IT Act of 2000, along with Rules of 2011 provide the legal framework for digital privacy 
and security, mandating that agencies collecting personal data must provide a privacy policy, and compensations must 
be paid to the victim in case of unauthorised access or leakage of information, but the laws have been let down by 
lack of effective implementation. 
 

Q) Examine the potential implications of the proposed National Commission for Socially 

and Educationally Backward Classes which is armed with constitutional status. (200 

Words) 

EPW 

The ruling political party has approved a proposal to provide constitutional backing to the National Commission for 
socially and Educationally Backward Classes (NSEBC).It will replace the existing National Commission for Backward 
Classes (NCBC), created in response to a Supreme Court ruling in 1992. 

The provision has been made by introduction of the National Commission for Backward Classes (Repeal) Bill, 2017 that 
sought to abolish the existing backward classes commission. A separate bill, the Constitution (123rd Amendment) Act, 
2017 was brought in to institute the NSEBC as a body at par with the Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
commissions. 

The potential of this new body can be analysed as: 

Making this body through the constitutional amendment means that it cannot be amended by a simple majority in 
Parliament. The stronger mandate will ensure more political accountability. 

There was the continuous demand to provide constitutional status to NCBC. This new body with constitutional status 
will satisfy the very old valid demand. 

The old body NCBC did not have powers to hear complaints from OBC members like the SC/ST commissions did, and 
in that sense, a constitutional authority will ensure it has more power. 

The commission has powers to examine requests for inclusion of any community in the list of backward classes and 
hear complaints of over-inclusion or under-inclusion, following which it advises the Union government. In its new form, 
the constitutional authority could give it more teeth. 

The newly formed commission itself is armed with the powers of a civil court. 

The new bill leaves the definition of the backward classes to the wisdom of the President, advised by the cabinet and 
backed by a two-third approval of the Parliament. This provision has to be seen in the larger possible context of 
potentialities. 

The specific task of this commission as to include and exclude the caste from the provision of reservation is very crucial 
issue in today’s context as many communities are demanding reservation. The definition of backwardness needs to be 
reviewed and this new body can initiate this complex procedure. 
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Q) It is said that all stakeholders must come together and find a solution for unwanted 

pregnancies of more than 20 weeks. Discuss why. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction: 

Unintended pregnancy is a worldwide problem that affects women, their families, and society. Unintended pregnancy 
can result from contraceptive failure, non-use of contraceptive services, and, less commonly, rape. Abortion is a 
frequent consequence of unintended pregnancy and, in the developing world, can result in serious, long-term negative 
health effects including infertility and maternal death. In many developing countries, poverty, malnutrition, and lack 
of sanitation and education contribute to serious health consequences for women and their families experiencing an 
unintended pregnancy. 

“No women can call herself free who does not control her own body.” 

- Margaret Sanger. 

Legal status in India: 

Abortion is legal provided it is carried out within the legal permits. An abortion can be done only up to 20 weeks of 
pregnancy. 

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act was passed in 1971 based on the recommendations of the Shantilal 
Shah Committee which was set up to review the high number of maternal deaths due to septic abortion. The MTP Act 
has set a gestation age limit of 20 weeks. However, it does allow the termination of a pregnancy at any time if the 
opinion is formed, in good faith that this is necessary to save the life of the pregnant woman. The MTP Act is needed 
only because the Indian Penal Code (IPC) Sections 312–316 exist. A woman who causes herself to miscarry, is within 
the meaning of this section. By this explanation, every woman who self- medicates using medical abortion pills (even 
if very safely) is liable for prosecution under the IPC. 

Need of multistakeholder efforts: 

Regardless of the cause, unintended pregnancy and its negative consequences can be prevented by access to 
contraceptive services including emergency contraception, safe and legal abortion services, and a society that allows 
women to determine their own reproductive choices. 

The availability of reliable contraception for all, regardless of age or ability to pay, is an essential first step. Women 
and adolescents require access to age-appropriate and culturally sensitive reproductive health care services, including 
emergency contraception. 

Access to safe, legal abortion services is necessary to impact the staggering maternal mortality rates worldwide. 
Midwives throughout the world provide the majority of care for women of reproductive age. It is essential to identify 
those at risk for unintended pregnancy, provide the services they require, and remain diligent to ensure that those 
women and their families have safe options to consider when faced with an unintended pregnancy. 

There should be the practice that, anyone who is aware of a sexual act involving a child less than 18 years of age must 
report it to the special juvenile police unit or the local police. 

All government facilities have been deemed as recognised by the MTP Act for provision of abortion services. Due to 
lack of medical facilities in public health care institutes, many people turn to private sector. The one, who cannot 
afford it, simply becomes victim of the grim situation. 

The Judiciary has taken very progressive stance by allowing rape victim to abort child beyond 20 weeks under the 
reason of danger to the life of mother. 

The counseling centers can reduce the mental burden of adolescent girls to larger extent. 

There is immediate need of shift the sole burden of fertility from woman to her partner as well. Pregnancy must not 
be treated as woman centered issue only. This will involve the larger peoples’ participation in this issue. 

Recent Judgments 

In April 2016, the Supreme Court allowed a 14-year-old rape survivor to abort her 24-week foetus. Allowing her to 
undergo abortion, the Court observed that the girl would have to live the rest of her life suffering the social stigma 
associated with the child. Once again in July 2016 the Supreme Court allowed an abortion at 24 weeks for a pregnancy 
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caused by rape (Ms X v Union of India 2016).Reportedly, fears of fetal abnormality as well as the potential danger to 
the woman’s life were the reasons cited. 
 

Q) Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code, which defines rapes, makes an exception for 

marital rape. What’s the basis of this exception? Examine how’s marital rape treated in 

other countries. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code defines rape as “sexual intercourse with a woman against her will, without her 
consent, by coercion, misrepresentation or fraud or at a time when she has been intoxicated or duped, or is of unsound 
mental health and in any case if she is under 16 years of age.” 

Section 375 of IPC, has echoing very archaic sentiments, mentioned as its exception clause- “Sexual intercourse 
by  man with his own wife, the wife not being under 15 years of age, is not rape.” Section 376 of IPC provides 
punishment for rape. This section in dealing with sexual assault, in a very narrow purview lays down that, an offence 
of rape within marital bonds stands only if the wife be less than 12 years of age, if she be between 12 to 16 years, an 
offence is committed, however, less serious, attracting milder punishment. Once, the age crosses 16, there is no legal 
protection accorded to the wife, in direct contravention of human rights regulations. 

How can the same law provide for the legal age of consent for marriage to be 18 while protecting form sexual abuse, 
only those up to the age of 16 is still a question. Beyond the age of 16, there is no remedy the woman has. 

The wife’s role has traditionally been understood as submissive, docile and that of a homemaker. Sex has been treated 
as obligatory in a marriage and also taboo. Economic independence, a dream for many Indian women still is an 
undeniably important factor for being heard and respected. 

The revolution started with women activists in America raising their voices in the 1970s for elimination of marital rape 
exemption clause and extension of guarantee of equal protection to women. Marital rape is illegal in 18 American 
States, 3 Australian States, New Zealand, Canada, Israel, France, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Soviet Union, Poland and 
Czechoslovakia. 

By 1986, in Europe, there was international pressure to criminalize marital rape: the European Parliament’s Resolution 
on Violence against Women of 1986 called for its criminalization. Marital rape was criminalized in Austria in 1989. In 
Switzerland marital rape became a crime in 1992. In Spain, the Supreme Court ruled in 1992 that sex within marriage 
must be consensual and that sexuality in marriage must be understood in light of the principle of the freedom to make 
one’s own decisions with respect to sexual activity; in doing so it upheld the conviction of a man who had been found 
guilty of raping his wife by a lower court. 

The 172nd Law Commission report had made the following recommendations for substantial change in the law with 
regard to rape: 

 ‘Rape’ should be replaced by the term ‘sexual assault’. 

 In the light of Sakshi v. Union of India and Others [2004 (5) SCC 518], ‘sexual assault on any part of the body 
should be construed as rape. 

 Rape laws should be made gender neutral as custodial rape of young boys has been neglected by law. 

 Marital rape: explanation (2) of section 375 of IPC should be deleted. Forced sexual intercourse by a husband 
with his wife should be treated equally as an offence just as any physical violence by a husband against the wife 
is treated as an offence. On the same reasoning, section 376 A was to be deleted. 

Marriage does not thrive on sex and the fear of frivolous litigation should not stop protection from being offered to 
those caught in abusive traps, where they are denigrated to the status of chattel. Apart from judicial awakening; we 
primarily require generation of awareness. 
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Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and 

the performance of these schemes; 

Q) “To ensure large-scale job creation, the freedom to create jobs must be on a par with 

other freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution.” Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The constitution of India has provided a list of Freedoms as Fundamental rights that are very essential for very survival 
of the human being. The time when constitution of India was written , the economic conditions were different from 
today and thus it do not explicitly mentions the other freedoms which today we feel essential to be the part of 
constitution of India. 

Recent incidence: 

During his fourth Independence Day address, Prime Minister Narendra Modi implored the youth to generate 
employment rather than just seek jobs. He listed out several initiatives of his government to facilitate 
entrepreneurship. These include access to credit, ease of getting clearances, and skill development. Modi also called 
for a collective resolve to build a “New India” by 2022. A secure, prosperous and strong nation cannot be built without 
providing every able-bodied individual an opportunity to create jobs. 

Challenges in the field of Employment: 

It appears that government initiatives on job creation are having limited impact. According to the Centre for 
Monitoring Indian Economy, 1.5 million jobs were lost during the first four months of 2017. Simultaneously, the 
number of people declaring themselves unemployed fell by 9.6 million. Seasonal jobs, demonetization, 
underemployment, reskilling, a reduction in investment, and a shift towards entrepreneurship, are being offered as 
explanations. If none of these is true, there is a danger of unemployed youth straying towards undesirable activities. 

Need to treat the freedom to create jobs on a par with other freedoms guaranteed under the Constitution because: 

 Unreasonable restrictions on practising one’s calling must be dismantled. Personal inclination, and not regulatory 
provisions, must guide professional choices. These will also help in mainstreaming practices considered unlawful 
such as betting, Marijuana cultivation etc. 

 A fundamental right to create jobs will aid in unshackling growth in key sectors like agriculture and allied activities, 
by repeal of restrictive policies and practices. 

 For Eg : Farmers will be able to demand their rightful access to land, capital, technology, markets, inputs, skills, 
remunerative pricing, and the government will be bound to oblige. 

 The potential of a rural non-farm economy has also remained untapped in creating job creators. Due to lack of 
opportunities, the rural population is migrating to urban Centres. However, if there is a fundamental right of job 
creation, then the divergence in delivery and quality of basic education, health and social service between urban 
and rural residents will be narrowed. 

 A digital economy aimed at curing asymmetry in information, finance and data can help in operationalizing the 
fundamental right to create jobs. Digital tools transmitted through mobile phones can aid in providing 
information about technology, markets and price. The existing trinity of Jan Dhan accounts, Aadhaar and mobile 
can act as a stepping stone for more Quality job creation. 

Thus the existing economic conditions demand to give more importance to the Right to create Job. Being of more ease 
of doing business issue and less of constitutional one, the practical solutions must be found in order to boost the 
manufacturing sector of economy. 
 

Q) Critically evaluate performance of the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY). (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Even after 60 years of independence, a large section of Indian population still remains unbanked. In the recent years 
the government and Reserve Bank of India has been pushing the concept and idea of financial inclusion. The financial 
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inclusion plan aims at providing easy access to financial services to those sections of the society who are deprived of 
it so far at affordable cost thereby bringing them into the mainstream of financial sector. 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana is an ambitious scheme for comprehensive financial inclusion launched by the Prime 
Minister of India, Narendra Modi on 28th August, 2014. The scheme has been started with a target to provide universal 
access to banking facilities starting with basic banking accounts with overdraft facility of Rs. 5,000 after six months and 
RuPay Debit Card with inbuilt accident insurance cover of Rs. 1Lakh and RuPay Kisan card. In the next phase, micro 
insurance and pension etc. will also be added. 

Highlights of the pradhan mantri jan dhan yojana scheme 

 Interest on deposit 

 in built accident insurance cover of Rs. 1 lakh with RuPay Debit Card given to the account holder 

 No minimum balance required 

 An additional Rs. 30,000 life insurance cover for the accounts opened up to January, 26, 2015 

 Easy transfer of money across India 

 Beneficiaries of government schemes will get direct benefit transfer in that account 

 After satisfactory operation of the account for 6 months an overdraft facility will be permitted 

 Access to pension, insurance product 

 Accidental insurance cover, RuPay Debit Card must be used at least once in 45 days 

 Availability of overdraft facility up to Rs. 5,000 but in only one account per household preferably lady of the 
household 

Challenges in implementation of Pradhan mantri Jan Dhan yojana: 

Many cases have been detected that, where an individual has opened more than one account in various banks. 

Budgetary provisions has not been made by the government to provide incentives, otherwise the financial status of 
the banks may be ruined. 

Insurance companies have to fix a nominal premium to cover the risk of the account holders in case it is not done the 
state owned LIC may batter with financial losses. 

Overdraft facility needs to be properly regulated, as the same is the discretionary of the concerned banks. Many banks 
may decline to extend the overdraft facility therefore defeating the purpose. Business correspondents if made to 
accomplish the objective may misuse the authority and thereby making the life of people under below poverty line 
miserable. 

KYC norms are not insisted under this programme, therefore duplication is unavoidable. 

Bank correspondence i.e. bank mitra is the idea before the finance ministry whereas creating infrastructure mitra for 
business mitra, including computers, micro ATM biometric scanners, and internet connectivity may be a major 
concern. 

There is a commitment on the part of the government to provide Rs. 50,000 towards equipment, Rs. 25,000 towards 
working capital and Rs. 50,000 towards vehicle. These arrangements have been made without budgeting provisions. 

Bank mitra should be properly trained with accurate knowledge, skill and attitude and the outcome of the training 
shall be visible in terms of accomplishing the target. 

Making every village a Swavalamban village is considered to be an advantage but the lack of infrastructure may 
become a major hurdle for the effective implementation 

Private Banks levy hidden charges on the beneficiary which may become a deterrent for the financial inclusion. 

Conclusion: 

The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana scheme has substantial growth in number of accounts opened. Success of the 
PMJDY scheme depends on the effective regulatory system as in the stakeholders have to build a sustainable 
ecosystem to keep the accounts active and successful implementation of the programme. The challenge is the 
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conversion of the non-operative accounts with zero balance into operative and for this it’s important to focus on 
financial literacy programme. Inclusive growth “Sab Ka Sath Sub Ka Vikas” is central to development philosophy. 
 

Topic:  Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs, various 

groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders 

Q) Discuss critically social, economic, political and human rights related issues 

surrounding the Narmada dam issue. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

The Narmada Valley Project (NVP) is made up of plans for 30 major, 136 medium and 3,000 minor dams in India. In 
Sardar Sarovar Project (SSP) in the state of Gujarat and the Narmada Sagar Project (NSP) in the state of Madhya 
Pradesh are, at present, the NVP’s major constituents. Estimates show that the cost of the whole project would be 
around US $19 billion over the next 25 years. 

The state governments of Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh claim that the SSP and the NSP would irrigate 1.9 million ha 
and 0.14 million ha of land and generate 1,450 megawatts (mw) and 1,000 mw of power, respectively. The 
hydroelectric power of the SSP would be shared by the states of Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh; the 
irrigation benefits would accrue to the states of Gujarat and Rajasthan. 

The controversy over large dams on the River Narmada has come to symbolise the struggle for a just and equitable 
society in India. 

 

Social issues: 

 These projects will also flood a large amount of agricultural and grazing land. Most of the agricultural land, 
situated close to the river Narmada, is highly fertile and produces fine yields of wheat, jowar (barley) and cotton. 

 The allocation of small bits of government land to the affected families in the nearby districts of the submergence 
area is the result of the project. This policy would lead to serious sociocultural disruption in the life of the area’s 
residents. 

 Out of the more than 25,000 people affected by the Sardar Sarovar Project in Gujarat and Maharashtra, more 
than 90 percent of them are members of the Bhil and Tadavi tribes. Most of them are landless, and fall into two 
categories: traditional tribal cultivators with no land titles, and the real landless agricultural laborers found in 
many villages of Madhya Pradesh. 

 For the forest-dwelling tribals, the most serious impact of displacement will be the separation from their natural 
surroundings. 
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Economic effect: 

 The Sardar Sarovar Project will submerge about 10,000 ha of forest land. The case of the Narmada Sagar Project 
is even worse: it will submerge 40,332 ha of forest land. The dependence of people on these forests needs to be 
taken into consideration. 

 Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) in 2003, 2005 and 2006 revealed that both in terms of capacity utilisation 
and villages covered, the performance vis-a-vis drinking water supply from the SSP in the districts surveyed has 
remained at only 29%-33% of the actual potential. 

 The problem of waterlogging and soil salinity in the Narmada projects is expected to be serious because the 
command areas of the projects have largely black soils, which have very good water retention capacity. 

 The value of the forest land has been calculated only in terms of commercial products. The analysis does not 
consider the loss of ecological benefits of forests. The loss of wildlife is omitted from the cost-benefit analysis. 
The cost of preventive measures for waterlogging is also omitted from the cost-benefit analysis. 

Political issues: 

 The interests of various states differ to large extent. Gujarat remains the greatest intended beneficiary of the 
Narmada project after Madhya Pradesh in terms of increased irrigation; and after Madhya Pradesh and 
Maharashtra in hydroelectricity. 

 As the elections approach in Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat, politics over the dam is getting murkier. 

 Unless all stakeholders rise above politics, the poorest of the poor will continue to remain outside the ambit of 
the fruits of development. 

Human rights issue: 

 The human rights issues are the most significant of the Narmada dam issue as the ultimate sufferers of the project 
are poor tribal people and small scale farmers who has no option that to migrate in search of new areas to settle. 

 The woman and children are the biggest suffers due to lack of any choices and their economic dependence on 
someone else. 

 The tribal people are badly affected due to submergence of forest land. The connection of tribal people with 
forest areas is directly linked with the livelihood of these people. 

 The basic human right of “Right to choose” has been taken away from the people from very long time. 

Conclusion: 

The large dam versus small dam issue is not new in Country. The unfortunate fact of this particular issue is the 
continuous ignorance shown by leading governments to the plight of affected people. The development of some areas 
must not be happened at the basic human rights of marginalised sections of the society. 
 

Topic:  Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

Q) Critically comment on the provisions and utility of the Whistle Blowers Protection (WBP) 

Act, 2014. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction – 

A whistleblower is anyone who has and reports insider knowledge of illegal activities occurring in an organization.  
In India, in 2011, Whistle Blowers Protection Act, 2011 was enacted to provide safeguards against victimization of the 
person who makes the complaint, i.e. Whistle Blower. 

Provisions of the act: 

1) The Bill seeks to protect whistleblowers. 

2) Whistleblower can be a public servant or any other person including an NGO and may make such a disclosure to the 
competent authority, Vigilance Commission. 
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3) The Vigilance Commission (VC) shall not disclose the identity of the complainant except to the head of the 
department if he deems it necessary.  

4) The Bill penalizes any person who has disclosed the identity of the complainant. 

5) The Bill prescribes penalties for knowingly making false complaints. 

The utility of the bill – 

1. To establish an institutionalized mechanism for registering misconduct by public officials.  

2. This will help in reducing corruption without victimization of the complainant.  

3. It ensures a system of checks and balances both from inside and outside of institutions. 

4. It safeguards institutions even while encouraging whistleblowing by penalising false complaints. 

Loopholes – 

1. No penal provisions for govt officials who threaten or victimise the complainants. 

2. State govt officials are not covered under the whistleblower protection act 2014. 

3. corporate fraudulents or corruption cases are not covered under this act even after the cases like “Vyapam” and 
“Satyam”. 

4. Cases of leaked identity of whistle blowers and their victimization have occurred in the past and shows the 
loopholes or improper execution of the provisions. Eg. S.P. Mahantesh of Karnataka was whistle blower in the 
case of controversial land allotment by societies and killed due to the leakage of identity. 

5. issues of national importance like defence, security are exempted under this act, which considerably protects 
corruption in one of the major sector of country. 

6. There was attempt to dilute the Act by introducing The Whistleblowers Protection(Amendment) Bill, 2015. 

-10 areas were exempted, such as Cabinet meeting, Intellectual Property, economic interest, National Interest, 
etc. 

-Individual, according to new Bill, can’t expose any irregularities exempted under OSA-1923 which was then 
allowed under the Act. 

Conclusion – 

We need to have a strong whistleblower Act on the footsteps of South Africa, which can help in ensuring transparency 
and openness in Indian institutions. Further, Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 and the Whistleblowers Protection Act, 
2011 could be harmonized so as to bring about a smooth flow in to the protection of people. 
 

Q) Discuss why is there a need to create technology and policy framework which addresses 

concerns regarding ownership and protection of data in the digital world. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Ans – 

World Economic Forum’s Chairman Klaus Schwab comments that we have entered Fourth industrial revolution which 
is marked by velocity, innovation, digitisation which will alter the very way we live. In this era, data has emerged as 
the new currency and thus needs to be regulated. 

The reasons for needing new technology and creating policy framework are – 

1. Old Legislation: The current IT Act, which seeks to protect data is 17 year old legislation passed in 2000. It fails to 
recognise the increasing importance of data in the new world. 

2. Greater Reliance on Digitisation: With policies like Digital India, linking Aadhar and Pan card, new Payment 
gateways like BHIM and UPI, we are relying more and more on digitisation. Thus we need to protect data for 
ensuring integrity of transactions. 
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3. Increased Internet Penetration: The increasing internet penetration is making more people vulnerable to data 
theft. 

4. Threat to Intellectual Property: The repeated instances of theft of data by Hackers show that data has become 
more insecure and is a threat to the intellectual property of innovators. 

5. The issue of data-ownership right – has undergone a fundamental shift in the digital world. The big data and 
Artificial Intelligence has made our personal data vulnerable to public exposure, leakage and use, selling and that 
too without permission and for free. 

6. Its not yet decided who will be the owner of the data. Claim of each stakeholder in the process of generation, 
collection and processing complicates the question of ownership. The challenges that we face due to this – 

1) privacy of personal data is hampered 

2) security issue in case of data leakage 

3) right to choice of sharing is violated  

4) national security can be at stake 

Conclusion – 

All the above points show that we need to over haul both Technology and Policy framework to address ownership and 
protection of data in the digital world. B.N Srikrishna committee which has been established to formulate data 
protection draft is a step in the right direction. Also, many banks are turning towards Block chain technology. But this 
formulation of both needs to be a dynamic process as every solution can stand only till a way for hackers is not found. 
 

Q) Critically comment on the important issues plaguing press in India.  (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans – 

Press is the fourth pillar of democracy, but in the largest democracy of the world it is facing serious challenges. 

The various issues which have plagued the press in India are: 

 Freedom of press – intimidation from the state like in the case of NDTV shutdown for reporting during Pathankot 
attack, weak whistle-blower protection act, defamation suits, etc. have restricted the freedom of press. 

 Corruption – Paid news, advertorials and fake news. 

 Credibility issue – Biased reporting by reporters, editors have dented the image of news channels and 
newspapers. 

 Corporate and political lobbying and ownership. 

 Flooding of news channels, race for TRPs to get advertising revenues – more sensationalization of news than fact 
reporting. Example – reporting of Nepal-earthquake. 

 Weak regulation- only a self-regulating body like PCI (press council of India) has little power or legislative backup 
to regulate the press. 

 Advent of social media- competition for instant and quick news and reporting without first checking the facts. For 
example: Reporting of GPS nano-chips in new 500 and 2000 notes. 

Conclusion – 

While the press in India has played a critical role to raise the voices of common citizens against the injustice, in the 
recent times the absence of weak regulation, lack of self control, degradation of ethical and professional values is 
making the press nothing but a tool used by political and corporate bodies for their self interest. 

In the wake of these issues any reform should come from within the media especially from senior editors and 
journalists, making the working of press more transparent. The legislative backup for PCI to give it more teeth for 
regulation is also required. 
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Q) What is digital economy? Do you think there is a need to regulate digital platforms or 

replace them with state owned platforms? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Digital economy refers to an economy that is based on digital computing technologies. The digital economy is also 
sometimes called the Internet Economy, the New Economy, or Web Economy. Increasingly, the “digital economy” is 
intertwined with the traditional economy making a clear delineation harder. 

The term ‘Digital Economy’ was coined in Don Tapscott’s 1995 book The Digital Economy: Promise and Peril in the Age 
of Networked Intelligence. 

Three main components of the ‘Digital Economy’ concept can be identified: 

1. E-business infrastructure (hardware, software, telecoms, networks, human capital, etc.), 

2. e-business (how business is conducted, any process that an organization conducts over computer-mediated 
networks), 

3. E-commerce (transfer of goods, for example when a book is sold online) 

 

Opportunities: 

The digital economy permeates all aspects of society, including the way people interact, the economic landscape, the 
skills needed to get a good job, and even political decision-making. Our emerging digital economy has the potential to 
generate new scientific research and breakthroughs, fueling job opportunities, economic growth, and improving how 
people live their lives. 

The Department of Electronics & Information Technology of India published Internet of Things policy estimating IoT 
industry in India grow up to INR 940 billion, by 2020. 
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Primary benefits of India’s public sector are increased revenue; reduced costs; higher employee productivity; improved 
safety and security; improved environment; enhanced citizen experience, and better health and well-being. 

India’s leaders also acknowledge the digital economy’s potential and have substantially invested in digitalization for 
public and private sectors. The commitment of India’s government to spend Rs1.13T (US$19 billion) within the next 
five years strategically acknowledges the increasing value of Communication Technologies (ICTs). 

Need to regulate digital economy: 

Technology is fast becoming necessary to all kind of businesses. To be able to stay afloat in the industry, even small 
businesses have to become tech-savvy and hire staff that is well aware of the digital world. 

This is the Fourth Industrial Revolution, and it’s going to have a massive impact on the economy as well. Already we’re 
seeing the rise of the sharing economy, blockchain technology, and changes in manufacturing driven by 3D- and 4D-
printing. 

There already seems to be a skill gap in different industries, including retail industry. With new retail tools being 
introduced at a rapid pace, there is a dire need for businesses to educate their employees to be able to meet the 
changing requirements. 

In country like India where still many people are not connected to the internet, the regulation is must in order to bring 
this virtual platform for the service of all sections of the society. 

There is lack of uniformity with respect to hardware and software in order to create a seamless economic platform. 
Such kind of infrastructural differences may create the challenges at the receiving end such as the indivisual customer 
or small business firm. 

The cybercrime can be one of the biggest threats that can be kept under some control by mode of regulation. 

The overall virtual platform in general and digital economy in particular is evolving and under change. There are many 
areas to explore that will raise the more concerns, needing further solutions. This dynamic nature of digital economy 
highlights the need of regulation. 

Digital economy creates negative impacts on environment and thus needs regulation. 

The Internet of things is changing the interface of the various physical things and making the difference between 
conventional methods and new things very difficult to identify. 
 

Topic:  Role of civil services in a democracy  

Q) It is often argued that there should be a system of annual recruitment into the IAS of 

mid-career professionals from diverse sectors. Discuss the rationale, merits and demerits 

of this system. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Need of lateral entry induction: 

The idea of lateral induction is not new. It was recommended by the 2nd Administrative Reform Commission, high 
level committees appointed by different governments and a plethora of think tanks. At present, the numbers to be 
inducted are relatively small – around 40. That may help tide over the current deficit of middle level officers in the 
central government but does not address a much bigger problem – the overall 20% shortfall of IAS cadre officers alone 
in 24 state cadres. The Baswan Committee (2016) has shown how large states such as Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan have a deficit of 75 to over 100 officers and their unwillingness to sponsor officers to go to the Centre on 
deputation is understandable. Lateral induction is, therefore, a small step towards essential housekeeping in central 
government staffing and ought to be supported. 

Arguments in support of lateral entry: 

 Lateral entry will bring in much-needed outside experience, buffer the talent within the administration and 
challenge the IAS into continuous self-improvement. 

 As the Lateral entrants will come through an open competitive examination; they will be as much a part of the 
system as the regular entrants, giving no scope for the adversarial relationship seen with ad-hoc lateral entrants. 
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 Mid-career lateral entrants with proven capabilities will help bridge the existing deficiency of excellent 
administrators that the contemporary complex system of administration requires. 

 The challenge of specialisation of services can be tackled with the induction of professionals in that particular 
service. The debate of generalist verses specialist can have some solution by clause of lateral entry. 

 Lateral entrants could also induce competition within the system. When civil servants are made to compete with 
outside talent, the lethargic attitude will diminish. So the prospects of lateral entry will always propel overall 
efficiency. 

 Civil servants should also be encouraged to move out and work for different sectors on a short-term basis to 
enrich their knowledge and enhance their motivation and efficiency. Therefore, lateral exit is as important as 
lateral entry. 

 The conventional wisdom on lateral entry is that it infuses fresh energy and thinking into an insular, complacent 
and often archaic bureaucracy. It enables the entry of right-minded professionals and the adoption of best 
practices for improving governance. 

 It is both a workaround for the civil services’ structural failings and an antidote to the complacency that can set 
in a career-based service. 

 The second ARC report points out that it is both possible and desirable to incorporate elements of a position-
based system where lateral entry and specialization are common. 

Reasons for not allowing lateral entry 

 A clash might emerge between those already in services, after going through vigorous training and hardcore 
competition and those who enter through lateral entry. It will hamper the deliverance of “good governance”. 

 Partial selections from the private services will jeopardise the purpose of having a lateral entry. 

 There is no guarantee that those who succeeded in corporate sectors, will surely succeed in the administration 
of law and order. 

Conclusion: 

The existing civil service should also need a career oriented growth path free from being transferred by political 
representatives using “carrot and stick policy”. The concept of lateral entry into civil service is good and fits well in 
contemporary requirements, however, The existing structure also needs an overhauling to remove known stagnation. 

India civil services portray all the 10 characteristics of Weberian Ideal bureaucracy. Reforms are the need of the 
moment, internal and external, insulation from pressure from the political executive, lateral entry and more 
mechanisms to ensure accountability, neutrality and transparency. 
 

Q) What are the three new fundamental changes that you would like to bring in India’s 

civil services?  Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The Civil Services refer to the civil services, the permanent executive branch of the Republic of India. 
The civil service system is the backbone of the administrative machinery of the country. 

In the parliamentary democracy of India, the ultimate responsibility for running the administration rests with the 
elected representatives of the people which are the ministers. But a handful of ministers cannot be expected to deal 
personally with the manifold problems of modern administration. Thus the ministers lay down the policy and it is for 
the civil servants to carry out this policy. 

However there is urgent need for civil services reforms in India. It is impossible to run a 21st century economy with a 
19th century bureaucracy using 18th century rules. The “New India” that is under way also needs independence from 
bad bureaucracy. 

The civil services need to bring about three fundamental changes, some of which are already under way under the 
new dispensation. 
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First, specific clauses under All India Services and Central Services Conduct Rules have been invoked to sack officers 
on grounds of incompetence and/or corruption. The rules always existed in the rule book but this government has had 
the courage to use it in public interest and more will follow soon. The black sheep should be identified and sent home, 
with public opprobrium. 

Second, lateral entry into the higher civil services should be welcomed but with some caveats. 

 Espousing lateral entry as a manna for all failures of governance will only set it up to fail, for history is replete 
with examples of some of the most accomplished private sector professionals failing inside government. 

 Few remarkable examples can be Hasmukh Adhia who delivered the Goods and Services Tax, Parameswaran Iyer 
who manages sanitation, Aruna Sundararajan who gave us Digital India, Sanjay Mitra who delivered highways, S. 
Jaishankar who places India on the global map, Anil Swarup who led coal auctions, Rita Teaotia who led GEM 
(government e-marketplace) and preferential procurement for “Make in India” products, each along with their 
respective team of civil servants from various services, and the entire leadership of Prime Minister’s Office who 
oversee and catalyse all the above, did not come into government through lateral entry. 

 Conversely, lateral entry has also produced a pilot who was designated Cabinet Secretary in a State who then ran 
amok, and thoughtful economists who were disasters as leaders inside government. 

The third big step should be to infuse more and more technology into every touch point where a citizen interacts with 
the government. 

 Today with the rise of artificial intelligence (AI), global technology leaders such as IPsoft use virtual assistants to 
deliver citizens services in the U.K. and U.S. In the context of government service delivery, cognitive intelligence 
can deliver it with greater superiority, accuracy, consistency and at lower cost than humans can. 

 The time is ripe for introducing AI in government services such as passports, licences, building permits, 
certificates, etc. where it can communicate in natural language with citizens and ensure process compliance. 

At 70, India needs independence from bad bureaucracy and inane processes and meaningless forms — not necessarily 
from “good” bureaucracy, which in every country, system and time has been the harbinger of positive change. 

Additional information :- 

https://www.cgg.gov.in/workingpapers/CivilServicesReform.pdf  
 

Topic:  Dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions.  

Q) It is said that to improve ease of doing business in India, there is a need to provide 

viable alternatives to litigation and implement effective means for enforcement of 

contracts. Examine in detail why and what kind of institutional arbitration mechanism is 

required in India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

 Ans – 

Introduction – 

The World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business ranking for 2017 reveals that India continues to fare badly on enforcement 
of contracts, with an average of 1,420 days taken for enforcement. The absence of effective means for enforcement 
of contracts is a serious fetter on the legal system and impedes economic growth and development. 

Need for reformed institutional arbitration mechanism – 

1. India’s poor record in enforcement of contracts – high pendency of cases and endemic delays in Indian courts. 
Institutional Arbitration is the best alternative as it holds the promise of flexibility, speed and cost-effectiveness. 
However, arbitration in India is often far removed from these ideals. 

2. Problem-riddled ad hoc arbitration – The most popular form of arbitration (between 90-95%) in India is ad hoc 
arbitration wherein parties regulate the arbitration proceedings themselves. In India, ad hoc arbitration is riddled 
with problems of delayed proceedings, unprofessional arbitrators and poor quality of awards. These issues make 
ad hoc arbitration vulnerable to excessive court intervention at all stages of the arbitration proceedings. 
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3. Poor state of institutional arbitration in India – Despite the existence of several arbitral institutions, institutional 
arbitration in India remains in a nascent state. Most arbitral institutions provide rudimentary physical 
infrastructure for arbitration hearings, outdated rules of procedure, inadequately trained staff, and poorly staffed 
panels of arbitrators. Therefore, parties are reluctant to approach these arbitral institutions. 

4. Misconceptions and lack of awareness regarding institutional arbitration – particularly its supposed inflexibility 
and high costs. This, coupled with a lack of awareness about the advantages of institutional arbitration and the 
existence of certain institutions, leads to parties avoiding institutional arbitration or preferring foreign arbitral 
institutions over Indian ones. 

Reforms needed – 

1. Institutional arbitration – Institutional arbitration involves the regulation of arbitration proceedings by an 
institution, which applies its rules of procedure. In return for some loss of autonomy which they get in ad hoc 
arbitration, parties expect to benefit from the expertise of the arbitral institution, access to a panel of arbitrators 
usually maintained by the institution, and good quality infrastructure. 

2. Modern rules, the organized structure of proceedings, excellent administrative support and infrastructure. 

3. The expertise on their panels of arbitrators, fixed fee structures, and organized and timely conduct of arbitration 
proceedings. 

4. Benefit from government support and healthy competition.  

5. The government of India, in line with its goal to make India a hub for institutional arbitration, had in January 
constituted a high-level committee, with the mandate of suggesting measures to promote institutional 
arbitration in India. The committee’s report, which was submitted to the government early this month, identifies 
several critical areas for improvement and reform, such as the need for minimum standards for arbitral 
institutions, the accreditation of arbitrators, and the creation of a specialist arbitration bar and bench. The 
committee has also identified specific amendments to India’s arbitration legislation aimed at promoting India’s 
prospects as a preferred arbitration destination. 

Way forward – 

 The above suggestions for reform, if implemented effectively, can go a long way in strengthening arbitration 
practice in India. The creation of the Mumbai Centre for International Arbitration and the Maharashtra arbitration 
policy are bold steps in this direction. 

 The challenge is to substantially increase awareness about institutional arbitration in India so that efforts being 
taken to reform institutional arbitration are supported by an increase in usage. Arbitral institutions must 
themselves take the lead by increasing awareness about their services and benefits. In addition, they must adopt 
best practices from around the world which will encourage parties to use their services over foreign arbitral 
institutions. The government must assist by creating state-of-the-art physical infrastructure for the conduct of 
arbitration. 

 The members of the bar must make the effort to increase awareness amongst their clients about institutional 
arbitration. They must also foster innovation among arbitral institutions to help realize the flexibility, speed and 
cost-effectiveness promised by institutional arbitration. 

 

Topic:  Pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity 

Q) Discuss critically the magnitude and nature of the growing influence of business houses 

in Indian elections. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Indian Express 

Introduction: 

Political parties act as a link between the citizens and the government and therefore it is a given that the parties must 
be accountable to the public at large. Political parties are the major stakeholders in a democracy and they seek to 
undertake activities that are in interest of the general public. As per the records available with the Election Commission 
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of India, there are 6 national parties and 46 recognized state parties in India. In addition to this, there are 1112 
unrecognized parties in India. 

Extent of corporate funding to political parties in India: 

The Association of Democratic Reforms (ADR), which analysed details of all donations above Rs 20,000 to five national 
parties — BJP, Congress, NCP, CPI and CPM — found that corporate donations accounted for 89% of all known 
donations in these four years. Corporate houses had collectively donated Rs 956.77 crore from 2012-13 to 2015-16, 
as compared to Rs 378.89 crore (87% of all donations) over four years from 2004-05 to 2011-12. 

Issues related to disclosure of financial statements by political parties: 

 Issues related to disclosure of financial statements by political parties Sections 13A of the Income Tax Act clearly 
indicates that the object is to ensure that there is transparency in the process of financial functioning of the 
political parties. 

 It has been observed that the income tax returns of political parties by filing of RTIs in the respective Income Tax 
department/circle has come across various instances where many state/regional parties recognized by ECI have 
not filed their income tax returns. 

 Political parties have been exempted from paying tax, however, to claim such exemption, they have to maintain 
audited accounts and comply with provisions of the Income Tax Act. Some regional parties have defaulted on this 
account on a regular basis. 

 Many of these parties are major regional parties in their respective state/region and their financial position is not 
known. 

Issues linked with corporate donations: 

1. It has been observed that, there is large extent of non-transparency in financial transfer from companies to 
political parties. Absence of Pan Card and Aadhaar linkages is one example of such non transparent transaction. 

2. There are high chances that corporate donations may lead to affect the government policies, making them in 
favour of corporate business. In a democratic country like India, such unbiased nature of political parties will 
affect the true spirit of democratic state. 

3. There is high need of specific model for the donations to political parties and thus overall mechanism of electoral 
funding in country. 

4. Large sums of corporate donations can also be used as a mechanism for tax evasion by companies. Thus, there is 
need of transparent and accountable methodology for monitoring of corporate donations. 

5. At individual level as well, the unaccounted money may provoke immoral and corrupt behavior from Member of 
Parliament and Member of legislative assembly. 

6. Political parties are the main institutions of democracy which imbibe the culture of democracy at very root level. 
If political parties get corrupted and undemocratic, it will be hard for overall setup to remain unbiased and 
welfaristic in orientation. 

Need for a strict mechanism for reporting financial information: 

To ensure that there is financial transparency and accountability on the part of the political parties, there must be a 
strict mechanism with respect to reporting of financial information. The procedures and reporting framework must be 
standardized to ensure that a true picture of the financial position of the political parties is revealed to the general 
public. Institute of Chartered Accounts of India (ICAI) has put forward a set of recommendations on the request of the 
Election Commission of India (ECI). These recommendations relate to a standardized and comprehensive reporting 
framework of financial statements of political parties. 
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Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations.  

Q) ” The constriction of India’s strategic space is a second-order consequence resulting 

from China’s rise. Beijing does not have to deliberately contain India. Beijing’s exercise of 

its growing comprehensive national power — economic and military — will inevitably have 

that effect.” Comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

China’s economic achievements in the last three decades of 10 percent-plus GDP growth have inspired awe around 
the world. We all know the consequences—the accumulation of hard power in all its forms, China as the world’s 
manufacturing workshop, the trillion dollar foreign exchange surpluses, the ability to determine commodity prices in 
world markets, the presence of China in most global value and production chains, and so on. The speed and scale of 
China’s transformation are astonishing. As a rising power, meanwhile, China is determined to have an independent 
say in the economic, political, and security order around her and in the world. 

What does China’s rise mean for India? 

Complicating the scene: 

 The assertive China that we have seen since 2008 is here to stay for the foreseeable future. Security dilemmas 
between China and Japan; China and India; China and Vietnam; and others will intensify. 

 The environment in which India pursues its interests will get more complex. And the very complexity of the 
situation in the Asia-Pacific gives India a choice of partners and collaborators to work with in the pursuit of its 
interests. 

 An assertive China is unlikely to seek an early settlement of the ongoing border dispute with India. 

 China’s other priorities—religious extremism and terrorism in Xinjiang, overland access to the Indian Ocean, 
keeping India in check, a window on Western arms technology, the Chinese commitment and presence in Pakistan 
Occupied Kashmir—have made Pakistan even more crucial to China’s purposes. 

 India, china, and the world 

In this situation, the rest of the world can only be a limited enabler in India-China relations, using India-China 
competition for their own purposes. Ultimately the relationship is a critical one that will determine both countries’ 
futures, and they alone can determine its trajectory. Today we seem to be entering a new phase in the relationship, 
and I hope we will be successful in smoothly attaining a new equilibrium. 

Four factors add to India’s problem. 

1. China has brought abundant political will to match the expanded national power resources. Philosophy of era of 
China deferring to other nations’ sensitivities is now over. Now others’ turn to adapt to Beijing’s rise as the 
foremost power in Asia. 

2. Widening strategic gap between China and India. China’s current GDP is five times larger than that of India and 
its defence spending is four times as big. Even if India grows faster than China in the coming years, the huge gap 
with China will remain unabridged. 

3. India had severely underestimated the implications of China’s rise for India. 

4. India had taken its regional primacy for granted all these decades. China had never accepted the proposition that 
the Subcontinent is India’s exclusive sphere of influence. It now has the will and resources to challenge that 
premise on a routine basis. That leaves India scrambling to restore its economic and strategic centrality in the 
region. 

The longer Delhi takes to act vigorously on its frontier region development, military modernisation and regional 
economic integration, the greater will be its degree of difficulty in coping with China’s rise 
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Q) Many want India’s China strategy to take a cue from Pakistan’s “asymmetric strategy” 

that advocates the use of proxy war and terrorism to counter India’s superiority. Do you 

agree with such strategy? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- Pakistan’s “asymmetric strategy” advocates the use of proxy war and terrorism to counter India’s 
superiority. This means constantly subjecting India to a thousand bruises. It also involves is developing alliances with 
India’s enemies and using strategy of cross-border terrorism. 

Many want India to adopt such asymmetric strategy as 

 It’s a hard to digest fact that a relatively weak India can’t deal with strong China head on. 

 The strategy would help in showcasing that India is not a passive, mute spectator of violation of its sovereignty, 
integrity 

 It will send signals to regional countries like Pakistan that India can also use a tit for tat tactics. 

 Attitude towards India’s approach of solving bilateral problems will be changed. 

However adaptation of such strategy may have many drawbacks 

 India is known for its democratic credentials, dialogue diplomacy and hence adapting such strategy will damage 
India’s image 

 It will be a big blow to already lacklustre reconciliation efforts between India and China 

 It may also get backfired as China can take direct, aggressive steps like UNSC intervention, border skirmish. 

 States like Pakistan will get a chance to justify their wrong means and ways of dealing with India. 

 India’s stand on eliminating terrorism, Kashmir issue, Pakistan’s terrorist activities will get dialuted. 

Asymmetric strategy has only aided the Pakistani military elite and landed gentry in getting their domestic and 
international properties underwritten by Washington. Despite this, if India is expected to imitate Pakistan then it’s a 
immature understanding of the strategy and its consequences. Hence short term solutions will only add to long term 
complications and agony. So India should rather prefer to adhere to its policy of Panchsheel and resolve the issue 
through peaceful means. 
 

Q) Write a critical note on the India-Afghanistan air corridor and the larger issue of 

connectivity between India and Afghanistan. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The Amritsar Declaration stated that Afghanistan can act as a natural land bridge in promoting regional 
connectivity and economic integration in the Heart of Asia region. In this very meet India and Afghanistan decided to 
open air corridor.  

Positive outcomes and benefits :- 

 The creation of the Afghanistan-India air freight corridor is clearly targeting an increase in the annual volume of 
trade between the two countries, which presently stands at around $700 million. 

 The connectivity afforded by this corridor is a blessing for Afghanistan, a landlocked country, as it will give it 
greater access to Indian markets, including for Afghan farmers 

 broader significance will give two messages. India is committed to Afghanistan and a message to Pakistan, that it 
cannot obstruct our access to Afghanistan and Central Asia.  

 The fact that Mr. Ghani himself developed the plan, which allowed traders to pay what they would have to 
transport their goods by road with the Afghan government underwriting the rest, showed Kabul’s commitment 
and India’s responsiveness to securing its trade links with India.  
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However many things have gone wrong :- 

 There is lack of proper plan, infrastructure like connectivity of cargo, cold storage facilities, emergency handling 
measures which causes loss to the traders  like in last week, when tonnes of fresh fruits, including apricots and 
melons, were left rotting at the Kabul airport. The flight chartered by Afghanistan’s national carrier, Ariana 
airlines, on July 20 failed to arrive on time, and the fruits were not moved to cold storage. 

 On the Indian side, traders say they worry about clearing the perishable goods quickly through Indian customs, 
and the process is yet to be streamlined. 

 Only four cargo flights have flown between Afghanistan and India under the scheme, carrying about 160 tonne 
in all. 

Looking at India Afghanistan connectivity issue :- 

 Despite its commitment of $2 billion in development aid to Afghanistan, there are few new infrastructure projects 
that the government has taken up in the past few years. The big ones, mostly planned a decade ago, have been 
complete, including the Zaranj Delaram highway (which connects to Iran), the Herat dam, the Doshi-Charikar 
power project, and the construction of Afghanistan’s parliament complex. 
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 In addition, India’s plans for the Chabahar port in Iran and the trilateral agreement to develop transit trade also 
need close attention. 

 The trilateral agreement has yet to be ratified in Iran, and tenders by India Ports Global Limited to develop berths 
as well as the railway line connecting Chabahar to the Afghan border at Zahedan (first planned in 2011) continue 
to be delayed. 

 Similarly, there has not been sufficient follow-through on the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India gas 
pipeline after its inauguration in 2015. 

 The land route, that was to be allowed by the Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA) of 2010, 
has constantly run into issues because of tensions between India and Pakistan.  

Eventually, India’s dealings with both Afghanistan and Iran are not just about circumventing Pakistan. They should 
open up important new connectivity and commerce avenues, as well as develop markets in Central Asia, and through 
them to Russia and Europe. What is needed is not just more robust connectivity projects exploring land, sea and air 
route but their efficient implementation. 
 

Q) Do you think China has been able to convert its geo-economic power, as the world’s 

largest trading nation with huge investible dollar surpluses, into military might and geo-

political clout? In the light of Doklam issue, critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

What is Doklam issue? 

 

In June 2017, Doklam became the site of a stand-off between the armed forces of India and China following an attempt 
by China to extend a road from Yadong further southward on the Doklam plateau. Unlike China and Bhutan, India does 
not have a claim on Doklam; however, India supports Bhutan’s claim on the territory. 

According to the Bhutanese government, China attempted to extend a road that previously terminated at Doklam 
towards the Bhutan Army camp at Zornpelri near the Jampheri Ridge two km to the south; that ridge, viewed as the 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/12/3-think-china-able-convert-geo-economic-power-worlds-largest-trading-nation-huge-investible-dollar-surpluses-military-might-geo-political-c/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/12/3-think-china-able-convert-geo-economic-power-worlds-largest-trading-nation-huge-investible-dollar-surpluses-military-might-geo-political-c/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/12/3-think-china-able-convert-geo-economic-power-worlds-largest-trading-nation-huge-investible-dollar-surpluses-military-might-geo-political-c/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/mind-games-at-doklam-standoff-india-china-sikkim-standoff-trijunction-4792691/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  79 www.insightsias.com  

border by China but as wholly within Bhutan by both Bhutan and India, extends eastward approaching India’s highly-
strategic Siliguri corridor. 

On 18 June, Indian troops apparently crossed into the territory in dispute between China and Bhutan in an attempt to 
prevent the road construction. In a 1949 treaty, Bhutan agreed to let India guide its foreign policy and defence affairs. 
In 2007, the treaty was superseded by a new friendship treaty that replaced the provision that made it mandatory for 
Bhutan to take India’s guidance on foreign policy, providing broader sovereignty to Bhutan and not requiring it to 
obtain India’s permission over arms imports. 

Chinas’ Growth: 

China’s economic achievements in the last three decades of 10 percent-plus GDP growth have inspired awe around 
the world. The consequences—the accumulation of hard power in all its forms, China as the world’s manufacturing 
workshop, the trillion dollar foreign exchange surpluses, the ability to determine commodity prices in world markets, 
the presence of China in most global value and production chains, and so on. The speed and scale of China’s 
transformation are astonishing. As a rising power, meanwhile, China is determined to have an independent say in the 
economic, political, and security order around her and in the world. 

Although with these developments there is significant gap between geopolitical and economic power. This gap can be 
analysed in following points: 

1. The geopolitical claims of china of South China Sea and islands are challenged by neighboring small nations with 
all their powers. No claims have been accepted just because of economic strength of China. This shows the 
resistance shown by small neighbouring countries of China. 

2. Many countries has shown suspicious attitude towards one belt, one road initiative. Getting it done successfully 
has been challenged by many countries, including India. 

3. Though the China has created its significant impact of South Asian and East Asian countries, the West Asia is far 
away from its influence. The West Asian countries are struggling to deal with establishment of peaceful 
government and thus China’s raising influence matter comparatively less for them. 

4. There has always been the criticism about the investment model of China in foreign land. The issues of 
environmental degradation and human rights violation, mainly in African nations has been criticised all over the 
world. 

5. United States of America has the Asia centered policy of “pivot to Asia’’. This policy has established a significant 
challenge to the growth of China. 

6. The issue of Taiwan sovergniety and peoples movement linked with it has drawn varied critical opinion about 
One China policy, proposed by Chinese government. 

All these issues point towards the existing challenges in front of China despite its military might. It is not the time to 
call China as a superpower in any terms. 
 

Q) What are the issues that have created the anti-India feeling in Nepal? Has India 

succeeded in addressing these issues? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The India Nepal relations have been at its zenith from historical times. The very geography and demographic 
similarities of these countries has made their bilateral relations very warm. 

Background of India Nepal relations: 

 The Indo-Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship of 1950 is a bilateral treaty between Nepal and India establishing 
a close strategic relationship between the two South Asian neighbours. 

 India also helped Nepal in the construction of the Kingdom’s first airport at Kathmandu. 

 India and Nepal planned the harnessing of Himalayan Rivers. There were Indian aid and corporation activities in 
areas such as road building, airport construction, telecommunications, horticulture, agriculture, forestry, 
education and health. 
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 The two countries are working through Joint Technical Level India-Nepal Boundary Committee on a time bound 
programme for identification of boundary. 

Contemporary issues in Nepal India relations: 

Cross-border marriage among the people living on either side of the border, contributing to weakening of enter-ethnic 
bond inside Nepal while creating an ever widening networks of cross border matrimonial relations often theorised as 
the relation based on ‘Roti and Betis’ (bread and daughters). Many people see this contributing to alienation rather 
than integration of ethnic-cultural integration among the hill and the Terai people. 

Strong belief in Nepal that India wants to capture Nepal’s natural resources, including water resources has resulted 
into Anti-Indian feeling. From the days of the Koshi and Gandak Agreements, this feeling remains etched in the 
Nepalese conscience and India has failed to create an exemplary model of mutually beneficial projects in water 
resource sharing. 

The unresolved border dispute between Nepal-India has also remained one of the reasons for the fueling of anti-Indian 
sentiments at the people’s level. 

Despite the huge material assistance which India commits to Nepal annually and the contribution she has made in 
Nepal’s democratic struggle, the general Nepalese feel that the burden of India’s hegemony over Nepal outweighs her 
gestures of good will. 

The use of anti-Indian feeling by political parties for their own benefits has led to the worsening of This issue. Nepal 
needs to balance its relation with India and China simultaneously. Sandwiched between two emerging powers, Nepal 
could not afford to tilt towards India without displeasing China – an emerging power in the north, which was equally 
sensitive about its southern security. 

The Indian stance on the constitution and the economic blockade that followed the Madhesi protests after September 
2015 are the two issues that created the anti-India feeling in Nepal. 

The Nepali people were denied a role in “deciding” crucial issues. This is the singular reason for the people’s lack of 
ownership in the current constitution. Much of the radical agenda originally belonged to the Maoists, but was adopted 
by the leaderships of the Nepali Congress and the Madhesi groups. This is also the part of rising mistrust between two 
countries. 
 

Q) Recently Sri Lanka inked a revised version of a $1.1 billion deal for leasing the 

Hambantota port to a Chinese state-run company. Does this revised deal address India’s 

concerns? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Ans – 

Background – 

Colombo inked a revised version of a $1.1 billion deal for leasing the Hambantota port to a Chinese state-run company. 
The port has been controversial ever since the China Merchants Port Holdings (CMPort) signed a framework 
agreement in December 2016 with Sri Lanka, taking an 80% stake in the project. Following the deal, however, there 
was much domestic unrest and accusations by Sri Lanka’s opposition parties of a sell-out to China, forcing Colombo to 
reconsider its position. 

Sri Lanka also recognized regional concerns that Chinese control of Hambantota would result in its greater use by the 
People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN). In particular, Colombo empathized with a growing sense in New Delhi that 
China’s expanding naval presence in South Asia represented a deliberate violation of India’s strategic redlines. 

Addressing India’s concerns – 

Sri Lankan leaders say the new deal corrects all that was wrong with the 2016 agreement. Besides restricting CMPort’s 
stakes to 70% (the lease period remaining at 99 years), Colombo has ensured that the port will not be used for military 
purposes. The pact limits CHPort’s role in running commercial operations by splitting the administrative functions 
between two companies. With a capital of $794 million, Hambantota International Port Group (HIPG) will run 
operations at the port and its terminals. Controlled by CMPort, it will hold an 85% stake, with the rest held by Sri Lanka 
Ports Authority (SLPA). The second company, Hambantota International Port Group Services (HIPS), will have a capital 
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investment of $606 million and oversee security operations, with the SLPA holding a 50.7% stake and CHPort, 49.3%. 
Colombo says the agreement gives it full control over security matters, as also the right to inspect ships entering the 
port. 

However, the deal is a cause of worry for India as- 

1. Though the deal assuaged some Indian concerns, but China’s economic dominance over Sri Lanka is still a worry. 

2. Though Sri Lanka claims to have reduced the stake of the Chinese company entrusted with the development of 
the port, but, in effect, the majority shares of 2 firms involved belong to the Chinese company, which could ensure 
control over ship movements, including those of Chinese was vessels. 

3. There is also the likelihood of potential overlaps in authority and jurisdiction between 2 controlling firms, 1 of Sri 
Lanka’s and the other Chinese, at the port. 

4. In all likelihood, the final authority in the case of disagreement would rest with the majority stakeholder, that is, 
the Chinese company. The relevant sections haven’t been made public. 

5. The Sri Lanka’s moratorium on the docking of Chinese warships and submarines at Hambantota is unlikely to 
endure in the long run. China is bound to exploit deliberate ambiguities in the agreement to utilize Sri Lankan 
ports for military replenishment purposes. 

Conclusion – 

The true nature of Sri Lanka’s pact with China at Hambantota will only be revealed through a close reading of its 
original document. Regardless of what Colombo professes, India will be wary about the agreement at Hambantota—
not just in relation to the division of ownership, but also regarding the prospect that China’s possible acquisition of 
berthing rights at Hambantota could lead to the setting up of the PLA’s first dual-use civilian-cum-military facility in 
South Asia. 

India needs to keep persuading Sri Lanka through diplomacy to not compromise on India’s core interests. India cannot 
take its regional primacy for granted. It is high time for India to strengthen herself to challenge China’s growing 
dominance in India’s backyard. 
 

Q) How did partition affect and shape India’s relations with its neighbours? Critically 

examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

More than six decades later, the debates around partition of India show dichotomy: while some prefer to delve deep 
into the culpability factor for the violence, others choose to rather neutrally research the trauma factor that resulted 
from it. 

The 71st independence day makes us to think on the effect of partition on India’s’ relationship with neighbouring 
countries. 

 The partition between India and Pakistan has resulted into hostile relations between two countries. The long 
period till today has been unable to establish peace and cordial relations between two countries despite many 
efforts. 

 The tense relations between India and Pakistan due to bitter past of many years have resulted into militarization 
of Jammu And Kashmir State. The demographics of Jammu and Kashmir state has resulted into assertive demands 
linked with autonomy and security linked challenges. These demands form the important component of foreign 
policy linked decisions. 

 The partition has also had impact on India Bangladesh relations as the center of control for Bangladesh for long 
time was East Pakistan. The role of India in Mukti bahini has been criticised and praised simultaneously. 

 The rising economic might of China has become the very decisive factor in foreign policy of India. The impact of 
partition and resultant conflict at various border points leads to the tense relationship with neighbouring 
countries in today’s context. 

 The partition has not just divided the geographies of nations, but it has also divided the existing natural resources. 
The division of natural resources has led to the dependencies in terms of economic requirements. The trade 
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relation has become strategic need irrespective of philosophy or ideological synergy with ant country in the 
world. With neighbours, this applies more intensely. 

 The rising border security challenges in form of infiltration and illegal trade has created tensions between India 
and neighbouring countries such as Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. 

 The small neighbouring countries, mainly Bhutan and Nepal have been acting as buffer states for the India. 
Sandwiched between two Asian powers, these countries needs to maintain a balance between India and China. 
This strategic balance by Nepal and Bhutan is part of India’s relations with neighbouring countries. 

The India Pakistan partition was considered a temporary event that will not lead to such a long-lasting results by that 
time. The partition has definitely shape the relations between India and its neighbouring countries in considerable 
extent. 
 

Q) In the light of recent events, critically comment on the working of judiciary in South 

Asia. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The judiciary in south Asia has its own peculiar characteristic. The Western philosophy of judicial establishment differs 
from the oriental conceptualization to larger extent. In the light of above question, it is important to know the 
difference between Procedure established by law and due process of law. 

Due process of law 

Due process of law doctrine not only checks if there is a law to deprive the life and personal liberty of a person but 
also see if the law made is fair, just and not arbitrary. If SC finds that any law as not fair, it will declare it as null and 
void. This doctrine provides for more fair treatment of individual rights. 

Under due process, it is the legal requirement that the state must respect all of the legal rights that are owed to a 
person and laws that states enact must confirm to the laws of the land like – fairness, fundamental rights, liberty etc. 
It also gives the judiciary to access the fundamental fairness, justice, and liberty of any legislation. 

Procedure established by law: 

Procedure established by law means a law duly enacted is valid even if it’s contrary to principles of justice and equity. 
Strictly following procedure established by law may raise the risk of compromise to life and personal liberty of 
individuals due to unjust laws made by the law-making authorities. It is to avoid this situation; SC stressed the 
importance of due process of law. 

The above said philosophy highlights the two main philosophies of the judicial establishments. The recent decisions 
taken by various judicial establishments in some of the south Asian countries make it important to discuss about status 
of Judiciary is South Asia. 

1. Judiciary in Pakistan: 

The decision taken by Supreme Court of Pakistan to debar Nawaz sharif from post of Prime minister shows its decisive 
power. The involvement of Pakistan army in this decision has considered being the possibility. The role of Army in 
judiciary of Pakistan has come under critical discourse and probability of army interference in judicial decisions cannot 
be denied all together. 

2. Judiciary in Maldives: 

The judiciary found to be biased towards the current ruling government as it stifled the efforts of opposition to 
impeach the speaker of Parliament. It has been known to suppress dissent, bind the opposition at several instances 
and thus criticised by International Commission of Jurists & Commonwealth. 

3. Judiciary in Nepal: 

The first woman chief justice of the Nepalese Supreme Court, Sushila Karki, found herself close to being impeached 
when the members of the ruling coalition moved a motion to that effect. The step was heavily criticized as an attack 
on the judiciary by international organizations like the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) and Human Rights 
Watch. The impeachment motion could not go ahead largely because opposition parties threw their weight behind 
her and did not allow Parliament to function. 
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Role of the judiciary is important than most other institutions in these countries as the democracies are getting mature 
with the period of time. While other institutions undergo their respective gestation periods, the judiciary can provide 
an anchor of stability in nascent democracies. 
 

Q) In your opinion, what went wrong in India’s Nepal policy? How can it make corrections? 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Hindu 

 Ans – 

India and Nepal share historical, cultural, geographical ties that are beyond the political borders. However, the 
relations today are strained because of the following reasons: 

1. The Nepali government alleges India of micromanaging its internal politics as in recent framing of constitution 
where India demanded rights for Madhesis. 

2. The economic blockade of 2015 by Madhesis when India didn’t help resolve it, left Nepal stranded in need of 
supplies and reduced the esteem of India as a helping neighbour. 

3. Maoist insurgency ended in Nepal in 2006 on promise of recruiting Maoists in Nepali army. India stood against 
political affiliation of army and belied hopes made maoists against India. 

4. Even the Madhesis aren’t happy with a notion that India didn’t push enough to secure their rights. 

5. Gorkhas In India are struggling with demands of Gorkhaland not being granted. 

6. The showy attitude of Indian media during Nepal earthquake further embittered the relations. 

7. The damage in relations was increased multifold with Demonetisation and GST implementation hitting Nepal’s 
economy. 

8. Nepal has been shifting towards China for infrastructure, connectivity through OBOR while India has seeming lost 
its credibility to help. 

9. The ‘Big brother’ attitude of India didn’t go down well with Nepal, there were instances like our Diplomats singing 
treaty with their PM, which showed them their wasn’t equality in the relationship.  

Ways to remedy ties between two countries – 

With global geopolitics on the boil, and the Hindi-Chini relationship in free fall, it should be in India’s interest to secure 
its own neighbourhood, and that can only be through letting national politics and governance of the smaller 
neighbours evolve without interference. 

 At diplomatic level, we should start treating them with equality and engage in dialogues.  

 At political level, we should address their concerns of non-interference into internal matters etc. And take them 
in confidence.  

 At economy’s level, we should engage with them more, this will be mutually beneficial and reduce their Chinese 
dependence. There is great scope in Hydro-electric and tourism projects.  

 At cultural level, the old age ‘Roti- Beti’ relationship should be re-established via various programs and tourism 
sector.  

 And lastly while helping Nepal we should follow Gujral doctrine, help in generous manner and not for chest 
thumping. SAARC satellite help is right help in the direction. 

India’s recent initiatives like the MOU on the Motor Vehicles Agreement and the “Pashupathinath Express” bus service 
between Kathmandu and Delhi, extending a line of Credit for development of Hydropower and irrigation, India’s help 
in the earthquake of 2015, presenting Nepal army with the Dhruv helicopter are all commendable. It is however the 
time to do more. 
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Q) Does China stand to gain advantage from Doklam crisis? Critically comment. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

What is Doklam issue? 

In June 2017, Doklam became the site of a stand-off between the armed forces of India and China following an attempt 
by China to extend a road from Yadong further southward on the Doklam plateau. Unlike China and Bhutan, India does 
not have a claim on Doklam; however, India supports Bhutan’s claim on the territory. 

According to the Bhutanese government, China attempted to extend a road that previously terminated at Doklam 
towards the Bhutan Army camp at Zornpelri near the Jampheri Ridge two km to the south; that ridge, viewed as the 
border by China but as wholly within Bhutan by both Bhutan and India, extends eastward approaching India’s highly-
strategic Siliguri corridor. 

On 18 June, Indian troops apparently crossed into the territory in dispute between China and Bhutan in an attempt to 
prevent the road construction. In a 1949 treaty, Bhutan agreed to let India guide its foreign policy and defence affairs. 
In 2007, the treaty was superseded by a new friendship treaty that replaced the provision that made it mandatory for 
Bhutan to take India’s guidance on foreign policy, providing broader sovereignty to Bhutan and not requiring it to 
obtain India’s permission over arms imports. 

Doklam analysis: 

The most important task facing the Chinese economy was the rebalancing necessary to address the structural 
problems created by the weakening of the export engines and the over reliance on investment, which together had 
been the primary drivers of its spectacular growth. The Doklam crisis can add to this burden of Chinese economy. 

As Edward Luttwak has argued, China’s “premature assertiveness” could prove self-defeating as it may propel other 
powers such as the US, Japan and India to unite against it. The assertiveness may attract the possible wrath of 
neighbouring countries. 

The china can be suffer from disadvantage due to demonstration effects this crisis may create on international 
platform due crisis against successful democracy such as India. 

The issue of human rights violation is under global discourse with respect to china specifically. The involvement of 
Bhutan, who is highly peace loving country, may damage the image of china further. 

According to some experts, the Doklam issue may affect the progress of One belt one road initiative of china. 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests 

Q) Discuss importance of India’s engagement with the Philippines to its growing role in 

Southeast Asia. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

India Philippines relationship: 

Diplomatic relations between India and the Philippines was established in 1949. A Treaty of Friendship was signed 
between the Philippines and India on 11 July 1952. The relations between the two countries can be explained under 
following title. 

 Bilateral trade 

India and Philippines signed a Trade Agreement in 1979. Bilateral trade was slow between the two countries till the 
late nineties and then posted a positive growth after the deepening relations between India and ASEAN in the context 
of India’s ‘Look East Policy’’. 

 India is part of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership Negotiations (RCEP) which will also support 
and contribute to economic integration. 

Existing full potential has not been realized and there is need to further facilitate trade between the two countries 
especially since both economies are growing and are complementary to each other. 
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 Tourism 

India offers e-Tourist visa to Filipino nationals. However, Indian nationals do need a visa to come to Philippines. The 
flow of tourism is not much and is hampered by lack of direct flights. 

 Cultural links: 

Filipino culture had Indian influences. About 30 percent of the Tagalog language was loanwords from Sanskrit. The use 
of brass, bronze, copper and tin in Philippine decorative arts and metal works also had Indian origin. 

Importance of India Philippines relations: 

1. Look East Policy 

India’s ‘Look East policy’ is a priority pillar of its foreign policy and has resulted in intensified relations with countries 
in the region, both bilaterally and as a regional grouping. Coupled with current developments in the Philippines, the 
stage appears to set for a dramatic change in bilateral relations, covering the broad canvas of consultations and 
cooperation on matters related to foreign policy, security, defence, trade, tourism and people-to-people relations, and 
culture. 

2. Rising Trade: 

Number of growth drivers suggests a major and continued fillip in two-way trade and investment. The impact of the 
India-ASEAN FTA in Goods is already being strongly felt with current two-way trade at $79.4 billion and growing. 

3. Support at global platform 

The Philippines supported India’s candidature for the non-permanent membership of the UN Security Council for the 
term 2011-12 and there is regular consultation between delegations of both countries in the UN and other multilateral 
fora. Several Foreign Service officers from the Philippines have attended the ASEAN diplomats’ course that is held at 
the Foreign Service Institute in India. 

4. Geopolitical impacts: 

The very specific and geopolitically important location of the Philippines makes it an important player in the Asian 
region. The vast sea coast and location on main trade route makes this tie up very crucial for India. 

Conclusion: 

The relations between the two countries have been cordial, though the full potential is yet to be realized. It would be 
fair to say that despite several shared values and commonalities, such as anti-colonialism, South-South cooperation, a 
strong democratic polity, an independent judiciary and press, and the wide use of the English language, relations 
between the two countries have been relatively unexplored and reflects a lack of informed knowledge about one 
another. 
 

Q) Write a note on the progress made in India – Thailand bilateral relations. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Diplomatic relations between India and Thailand were established in 1947, soon after India gained independence. The 
past few years since 2001 have witnessed growing warmth, increasing economic and commercial links, exchange of 
high-level visits on both sides, and the signing of a large number of Agreements leading to a further intensification of 
relations. 

Progress made in relations and it’s Importance: 

Both our countries are undergoing comprehensive reforms and are pursuing sustainable and inclusive economic 
growth for peoples. Based on initiatives such as Make in India and Thailand 4.0, as well as Sufficiency Economy 
Philosophy (SEP) for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) both countries are working in synergy. 

Military and security relations are constructive and mutually beneficial, covering the land, sea and air dimensions. Both 
countries have found a common challenge in the fight against terrorism, narcotics and transnational organised crime. 
As an emerging power, India has a valuable role to play, together with other regional powers, in ASEAN and the greater 
Indo-Pacific. 
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The ASEAN community of 625 million people is on the rise and is a worthy counterpart for the Indian market of 1.3 
billion people. Thailand is working hard with India to link these two markets through India’s Northeastern region and 
Cambodia, Lao PDR and Myanmar. 

India’s Andaman and Nicobar Islands share a maritime border with Thailand along the Andaman Sea. 

The shared link of Buddhism is reflected in regular pilgrimages to places of Buddhist interest in India by a large number 
of Thai people. Hindu elements can be found among those reflected in Thai architecture, arts, sculpture, dance, drama 
and literature. The Thai language incorporates Pali and Sanskrit influences. 

The last few years have seen a rapid growth in bilateral trade, which crossed US$ 9 billion mark in year 2012-13. The 
Framework Agreement on India-Thailand FTA was signed in Bangkok in October 2003 and the second protocol to 
amend it was signed during the visit of Thai PM to New Delhi. 

A MoU on Cooperation in the field of Education was signed in 2005. During 2014-15 Government of India offered 130 
scholarships to Thai students under its ITEC and ICCR sponsored schemes. A large number of Thai students are also 
studying on self-financing basis. Ministry of Human Resource Development provides for secondment of 8 professors 
every semester for the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Bangkok. 

It is estimated that there are around 250,000 people of Indian origin in Thailand. People to people contacts are great, 
with 1.2 million Indians visiting Thailand every year. Many of them have lived here for several generations over the 
past century. Majority of them hold Thai nationality. The Indian community mainly comprises Sikhs, Punjabis, 
Gorakhpuris, Tamils and Sindhis. 

New Delhi is seeking closer ties with Southeast Asian nations and Thailand’s central position makes it a strategically 
important partner. 
 

Q) Analyse the role being played by Japan in India’s infrastructure sector. Also write a 

special note on the India-Japan forum. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The economic and strategic relations between two Asian giants- India and Japan have considerably improved in recent 
years. Being the 3rd largest investor in India, Japan invested more than $25 billion in different sectors of economy 
since the beginning of the century. Japanese involvement in the Indian infrastructure sector has again got impetus 
with Japanese investments in North-Eastern region. 

Japan’s role – 

 Japan’s association with phase 1 of the Delhi metro, Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet train, Delhi Mumbai Industrial 
Corridor and pledge of investing $35 billion over 2014-19 to boost India’s infrastructure and manufacturing sector 
will strengthen the connectivity between tier one cities which will better help them to act as poles of growth and 
improve logistics. 

 The plan of setting up 12 industrial parks across India and the strong presence of Japanese companies like Toyota 
in India is consistent with Make in India objective along with creating thousands of jobs, which in turn will further 
strengthen different institutional infrastructures. 

 Japan’s involvement in Asia-Africa Growth Corridor, South Asian Sub-Regional Economic Co-operation (SASEC) 
and a slew of road and bridge projects is seen as a strong contender to China’s One Belt and One Road initiative 
and will strengthen India’s economy and geopolitical presence. 

 The strategic collaboration between 2 countries in infra sector cannot be best seen in region other than NE. Here, 
Japan is supporting development in connectivity and road building, electricity and disaster management. The 
collaboration here aims at containing Chinese influence in the region. 

Japan’ role in infra development in India becomes very important- 

 India needs huge investments to develop its infra sector. Japan with its expertise in technology, deep pockets 
(easy loan) and long experience of working in India could be a suitable partner. 

 Role of Japanese help becomes important when it comes to infra development in regions like NER, where other 
institutions like World Bank are reluctant to help due to territorial disputes. 
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India- Japan partnership forum – 

 India-Japan forum is an independent non-profit forum which was announced in the year 2000 to act as a platform 
of mutually beneficial partnership. 

 The forum provides platform to policy makers, business leaders, media persons and academicians to discuss and 
design solutions to common global challenges.  

 It aims to boost co-operation in different areas – business and industry, culture and tourism, infrastructure among 
others. 

 The joint forum is playing an important role in strengthening bilateral relationship. 
 

Q) “India’s West Asia relations are no longer viewed through the prism of Israel-Palestine, 

but through the changing security landscape in the region pertaining to Iran.” Discuss. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

India’s relations with the West Asian countries are historical since the independence of India. India has interests in 
economic, political, security and strategic fields with the West Asian nations. In the post-colonial era both side work 
along the ideology of non-alignment. India’s ‘Look West Policy’ indicates India’s emerging economic and strategic 
relations with countries of West Asia in order to boost its energy security and a counterbalance to the strategic 
influence of other major powers in the region. 

Why India and the West Asia important to each other: 

The West Asian region is one of the most instable and conflicted region in the contemporary world. Multifaceted 
factors, including regional and international powers’ interest produced vast turmoil in the post-Arab spring era in the 
region. A range of Islamic terrorist groups, Civil wars and external intervention made the West Asia most horrible 
region. The whole West Asia is now in big socio-political, economic turmoil and boundaries are regularly fragmenting 
and integrating. The Islamic State and other terror groups are rapidly getting more ground in Iraq, Syria and Yemen 
and beyond. 

The West Asia region is also in the process of re-settlement and re-alignment of regional politics due to the recent 
entry of Iran in the international arena through the historic nuclear deal. India’s growing relations with Iran may be a 
bridge in Saudi Arabia and Israel to Teheran. A trustful relation between regional powers only can bring peace and 
stability in the region. In the midst of these challenges, the West Asian nations and India should develop their relations 
in near future. 

India and issue of Palestine conflict: 

Historically India has supported the cause of Palestine and thus its stance has become the important component of its 
West Asia policy. This can be seen in: 

 India voted in favour for accepting Palestine as a full member of UNESCO in 2011. 

 India voted in favour of upgrading the status of Palestine to a ‘non-member state ‘in UN in 2012. 

 In 2014, India supported a UNHRC resolution to launch probe into the Israel’s offensive in Gaza. 

The rising importance of Iran in India’s West Asia policy can be enumerated in following points. 

With the lifting of western sanctions, Iran is once again considered as a very resourceful country with greater political 
stability than many of its neighbours. It is also now recognised to have the largest combined oil and gas reserves in the 
world. The next few years are likely to be a great period for Western oil and gas companies and non-Western countries 
like India to invest in Iran. 

Chabahar agreement represents an open door towards more future cooperation on issues such as terrorism, security, 
energy, trade, culture etc. India have realised that Iran is set to emerge as not only an important supplier of energy, 
but also as a key regional player in Central Asia and the Near East. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/04/4-indias-west-asia-relations-no-longer-viewed-prism-israel-palestine-changing-security-landscape-region-pertaining-iran-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/04/4-indias-west-asia-relations-no-longer-viewed-prism-israel-palestine-changing-security-landscape-region-pertaining-iran-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/04/4-indias-west-asia-relations-no-longer-viewed-prism-israel-palestine-changing-security-landscape-region-pertaining-iran-discuss/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-iran-question/article19423136.ece


 

www.insightsonindia.com  88 www.insightsias.com  

Current bilateral trade between the two countries is about $14bn. India’s economic progress and its global ambitions 
as a full-time player in international affairs have contributed to Iran’s interest in the country as a way to challenge US 
global hegemony. 

Iran’s non-ideological approach toward India, after the election of the reformist president Muhammad Khatami, has 
contributed to the political and economic rapprochement between the two countries. 

What India has achieved in regard to Iran through diplomacy and complexity management, rather than threats, 
sanctions and demonization, is to understand the Islamic republic as a vital bridge between East and East, and as the 
most stable, safe and inviting stop along the Silk Road. 
 

Q) Critically discuss evolution and the role of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) in bringing about regional integration. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

ASEAN was created in 1967 as a result of Bangkok declaration (among Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore 
and Thailand). End of the Cold War paved way for the enlargement of ASEAN by normalising relations with Vietnam 
and Laos. Vietnam joined ASEAN in 1995, followed by Laos and Myanmar in 1997, and Cambodia in 1999. 

ASEAN, which has recently completed 50 years of its existence, has had a history, that is replete with both successes, 
as well as failures, in the political, social and economic fronts. In fact, one of its prime objectives, attainment of regional 
integration, has been the subject of discussion for quite some time now. 

Its role in achieving regional integration – 

1. The steady improvement in intra-regional co-operation on issues such as industrial development, trade and 
commerce, science and technology, and even security is worth appreciation. 

2. Politically, the member governments of the bloc have acted in unison in international forums, and have not had 
divergent stance in critical matters, of both global and regional significance. 

3. The arrangements such as ASEAN Regional Forum meet, or the current progress achieved in the RCEP 
negotiations, is an appreciable aspect of the relationship between the member-nations.  

4. The acceptance of the principle of free movement of goods, services, capital, and skilled personnel, has further 
boosted regional integration. 

However, some issues still need to be addressed – 

1. The high tariff rates for intra-regional trade. 

2. The enhancement of the ability to contain Chinese influence in the region, with respect to its divide and rule 
policy in the region. 

3. The influence held by the military in Myanmar. 

4. Concerns of terrorism, which has affected countries like Philippines, and the inability to curtail the hold of drug 
trafficking networks in the ”Golden Triangle” region. 

Way forward – 

ASEAN focuses on traditional way of regional integration which rely on free flow of goods & services, investment, 
people, and standardization. The changing dynamics of South East Asia demands interaction to promote Knowledge, 
innovation along with strengthening of cultural & historical linkages. 
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Q) What do you understand by de-hyphenated foreign policy? It is said that hyphenated 

foreign policy had handicapped our ability to forge ties that help our national interests. 

Do you think de-hyphenation would help Indian interests better? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Indian Express 

As India is a largest-successful and vibrant democracy having a huge population consisting of world-class intellectuals 
and professionals, skilled labourers, booming economy, state of the art R&D facility, advanced industries, powerful 
army and also being a founder-member of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)- known as the largest movement of 
humanity- it deserves to be recognised as an emerging global power and, consequently, be designated with a 
responsible role in all significant international and global forums, so that it may- while working in consonance with its 
ancient cultural ethos- contribute towards establishing peace, prosperity and security in the world, which today bears 
the brunt of macabre threats of terrorism and religious fundamentalism, besides several other explosive dangers. 

The De hyphenated foreign policy means the foreign policy with 

 More pragmatism and more need based approach than the traditional ethos. 

 Rational Public discourse on various foreign policy aspects. 

 Active role of elected representatives in foreign policy. 

 Efficient use of track 2 and track 3 diplomacy to meet the requirements of dialogues and foreign relations 

 Use of economic strengths in relations to deal with the geo political goals 

 Using soft power in foreign relations 

The dehyphenated foreign policy can be beneficial in following manner: 

India has also forged relationships with developing countries, especially South Africa, Brazil, and Mexico. These 
countries often represent the interests of the developing countries through economic forums such as the G8+5, IBSA 
and WTO. India was seen as one of the standard bearers of the developing world and claimed to speak for a collection 
of more than 30 other developing nations. Thus, pragmatic policy is requirement for representative task that India is 
working on. 

It is very important to have a de hyphenated approach while dealing with assertive Chinese government. In order to 
challenge the Chinese aggressive moves with respect to border, country needs more active tracks of diplomacy to 
make it a successful venture. 

The economic compulsions have increased to large extent when compared with the early years of independence. The 
ideological stand of Nehruvian days has played it role. The time has arrived to deal with geo political challenges in 
combinations of ideology and practical necessities. 

The huge Indian diaspora can be utilised as a boon for the development of India by application of dehyphenated 
foreign policy by central government. The Pravasi Bhartiya Day is one such step in right direction. 

The changing trend in trade and information exchange demands that the inclusive role of stakeholders in foreign policy 
linked decisions. There is need of more informal dealing in this sphere so that the maximum results can be gained 
which satisfy the Indian needs. 

Conclusion: 

India’s earlier commitment for its self-imposed doctrine of non-alignment, while exercising freedom of action and 
independence of judgment, had served India well in the past and may do so in future.   Yet for the present India’s 
response at various foreign policy fronts is the best that can be done given India’s own responsibility in the region. 
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Q) Strict adherence to treatment is critical for the effective management of HIV. Research 

suggests that adherence to treatment should be greater than 95% for maximum benefit 

from antiretroviral therapy. However, such adherence is not observed in India. Examine 

the reasons. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Ans – 

The National AIDS Control Organization (NACO) initiated free antiretroviral therapy (ART) services in India in 2004 
under the National AIDS Control Programme (NACP). According to NACO (2015), 355 ART centres functioned across 
the country. ART centres are assigned four major functions—medical, psychological, social and programmatic. 

Adherence is the ability of a patient to follow a treatment regimen and the practitioner’s instructions carefully. 
Adherence to medication means that a person has to take the prescribed pills and follow a consistent schedule and 
dietary advice. People living with HIV (PLWH) need sustainable adherence in order to suppress the human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and maintain immunity of the body. Strict adherence to treatment can help PLWH 
manage their illness effectively. Adherence to medication is recommended for management of chronic illness and 
adherence to ART has considerably decreased the mortality and morbidity rate worldwide. 

Following advances in HIV medicine and prevention, HIV has become a manageable chronic illness. Adherence has 
been identified as one of the major factors affecting ART outcomes. Research suggests that to get the maximum 
benefit from ART, adherence to treatment has to be greater than 95%. Non-adherence to ART results in drug 
resistance. 

Despite this, such adherence is not observed in India. The reasons are – 

1. Economic Constraints- 

NACO provides free medication, but certain poverty-related issues continue to prevent regular visits by PLWH to the 
ART centre. The relationship between poverty and HIV is bi-directional—poverty increases the risk of HIV, and HIV 
enhances poverty.  Most of them have the additional burden of other family members who are also HIV-positive. Many 
PLWH suffer a loss of daily income in order to visit ART centres, which results in an additional financial burden. 

2. Availability of CD4 Test Kits- 

The HIV care provider recommends the CD4 test, generally once every three to nine months, depending on the health 
status of the patient. A six-monthly CD4 test is suggested to PLWH who are on ART (NACO 2012). Those on pre-ART 
are also closely monitored and are required to take the CD4 test on a regular basis as directed by the care provider. 
An appropriate number of CD4 test kits are required to monitor all these people. However, the CD4 test poses a major 
barrier to treatment adherence: either the test kit is unavailable, or there is an absence of technicians to take blood 
samples. 

3. Shortage of medicines- 

Antiretroviral (ARV) drugs, once begun, must be continued for life, and with proper adherence, otherwise the drugs 
lose their efficacy, creating resistance, which may lead to further viral replication. ARV drugs are expensive and the 
Government of India bears this expense. Over the past few years, a massive shortage of HIV drugs has been reported 
in India. 

4. Lack of transportation- 

ART centres are located at district hospitals and are often quite distant from the patient’s place of residence. Given 
that many rural areas are not well-connected with cities, it is difficult for PLWH to travel long distances for medicines. 

5. Infrastructure at ART centres- 

Seating is inadequate; drinking water and toilet facilities exist but are unhygienic and damaged. The absence of these 
primary facilities discourages people from attending ART clinics. 

6. Stigma and discrimination- 

Fear of stigma keeps people from disclosing their seropositive status to society, and even to their families. PLWH tend 
to keep their visits to ART clinics secret, because of which they are often not able to take the treatment seriously. They 
often do not reveal their status to their employers, so they cannot ask for frequent leave, which leads to low adherence 
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to treatment regimens. Stigma and discrimination are also prevalent in healthcare settings and cause PLWH to hide 
their HIV-positive status from healthcare affecting quality of care. 

Way forward – 

The success of any therapeutic intervention depends on adherence. Adherence rates to HIV treatment must be 
improved, because visits of PLWH to ART centres will not only help their healthcare but also increase awareness to 
stop the further spread of the virus. 

 The fear of stigma can be resolved by proper counselling. 

 Use of technology like comprehensive database and monitoring tools. 

 Streamlining the policy implementation (ex: 90-90-90 strategy) from district to village levels. 

 Problems of transportation can be resolved by providing travel support for people with low income. 

 Issues of infrastructure, waiting time and availability of healthcare facilities should be governed at the 
organisational level. 

 A well-structured system to evaluate the facilities provided at ART centres and systematic reviews of these 
facilities can help in dealing with these problems. 

 

Q) What do you understand by the Trade Facilitation Agreement? How has it affected 

India? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The Trade Facilitation Agreement TFA is a part of a broader reform to boost  international trade 
designed  at the ministerial conference of WTO in Bali, Indonesia  in December, 2013, continued from Doha meet.  

 The TFA, which aims at simplifying customs procedure, increasing transparency and reducing transactions cost, 
is being pushed by the US and other developed nations as they seek to bolster their sagging economies through 
an unhindered international trade by way of a uniform and easy procedures at customs.  

 The TFA, through a worldwide reform of duties and tariffs, and a reduction in red tape at international borders, 
aims to ease trade relations between countries.    

 According to some estimates, the TFA could add $1 trillion in new trade globally and create 20 million new jobs 
worldwide.  

 Trade facilitation agreement (TFA) is a trade protocol aiming to give a spur and do away with the stumbling blocks 
in doing international trade between various countries. 

 A WTO study indicated that when the Trade Facilitation Agreement is fully implemented, trade costs for member 
countries will decrease by an average of 14.3%. It is also estimated that the time taken to export and import will 
come down drastically. 

Essentially, everyone stands to gain from making the process of trade easier. Governments gain because efficient 
border procedures make them able to process more goods and improve control of fraud, thus increasing government 
revenue. Businesses gain because if they can deliver goods more quickly to their customers they are more competitive. 
And consumers gain because they are not paying the costs of lengthy border delays. If a truck waits at the border for 
a week, ultimately the customer is paying for its being off the road and unproductive during that time. But there are 
some costs associated with it as well 

Impact of trade facilitation agreements :- 

 One reason is that for developing countries in particular, improving an inefficient customs system may place 
multiple demands on limited resources. Another is that governments will have to fund some of the reforms before 
they see any benefit in terms of increased revenue and trade, although initial benefits can then be used to pursue 
further reform. 

 A particular cause for concern is the fact that it is difficult to say how much effective trade facilitation would cost, 
or how much reform governments would have to undertake before they started reaping the benefit. 
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 Governments generally do not undertake trade facilitation by itself; it is mostly part of a wider reform effort, 
often driven by elements such as the transition to a market economy or accession to a regional grouping or trade 
agreement. As a result there is often no specific allocation of funding to trade facilitation per se, making it all the 
more difficult to assess specific costs. However, although customs reforms will be more complex in countries with 
the least efficient systems, even modest improvements will bring considerable relative gains. 

 Costs incurred in introducing trade facilitation measures basically involve introducing new regulations; 
institutional changes; training; equipment; and infrastructure. 

 Regulatory costs arise because trade facilitation measures may require new legislation or amendments to existing 
laws, requiring time and staff specialized in regulatory work. But reforms that do not require legislative changes 
mostly seem to be handled at the operational level and thus entail little additional cost. 

 Institutional costs arise because some trade facilitation measures require setting up new units, such as a risk 
management team or a central enquiry point, which may require additional staff. This involves cost even if 
existing staff are redeployed, mainly because of training requirements. 

 Training is probably the most important element of trade facilitation since the whole process is primarily about 
changing border agencies’ ways of doing business. Countries may choose to recruit new expert staff, train existing 
staff or import trained staff through exchanges with other ministries and agencies. Recruiting new expert staff is 
the most costly option. Most countries that have undertaken reforms have chosen to train existing staff on the 
job. Although the financial costs are lower, this will be a lengthy process as staff need to simultaneously perform 
their normal duties. 

 Equipment and infrastructure are often the most costly elements although their role in trade facilitation should 
not be overstated. Most equipment and infrastructure should be viewed as implementation tools that should be 
carefully combined and sequenced with regulatory, institutional or human resource changes. 

 

Q) The recent report of the Justice B.N. Srikrishna committee, constituted to prepare a 

road map to make India a hub of international arbitration, has recommended many 

changes in Indian arbitration law and institutional mechanisms to promote arbitration in 

India. Discuss critically its recommendations on bilateral investment treaty (BIT). (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans – 

A bilateral investment treaty (BIT) is an agreement establishing the terms and conditions for private investment by 
nationals and companies of one state in another state. Countries who are not members of ICSID (International Center 
for Settlement of Investment Dispute) of world Bank, generally opt for bilateral investment treaty and multilateral 
investment treaty. 

India has so far signed BITs with 83 different countries. 

Various reasons for BIT disputes involving India are – 

1. Over protectionist approach of Indian BIT models. 

2. Absence of transparent, non-discriminatory settlement mechanism. 

3. Misuse of MFN clause. 

The recent report of the Justice B.N. Srikrishna committee, constituted to prepare a road map to make India a hub of 
international arbitration, has recommended many changes in Indian arbitration law and institutional mechanisms to 
promote arbitration in India. The recommendations are largely on the issue of managing and resolving BIT disputes, 
which assume importance as India is currently battling 20-odd BIT disputes. 

Recommendations – 

 The committee recommended the creation of an inter-ministerial committee (IMC), with officials from the 
Ministries of Finance, External Affairs and Law. 
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 Hiring external lawyers having expertise in BITs to boost the government’s legal expertise or creation of post of 
international law adviser to advise the govt on international issues and will be responsible for day to day 
management. 

 Creating a designated fund to fight BIT disputes. 

 Appointment of councils to defend India against BITs claim. 

 Boosting centre state capacity to better understand the implications of their policy decision on India’s BIT 
obligations. 

These are welcome steps in the quest of making India an arbitration hub and will boost the confidence in the investors 
investing in India under ease of doing business. However certain steps will lead to duplicity of existing mechanism 
whereas core problems still remain in the system. They are as follows – 

 India already have legal & treaty division under external affairs ministry to aid and advice govt on international 
and bilateral issues. 

 IMC should have a member from commerce ministry as this ministry covers trade agreement and look after 
investment protection.  

 It does not reform the existing ISDS interstate dispute settlement mechanism which is problematic because of 
some articles- 

1. first, ceiling limit of 5 years, upto which investors have to pursue in domestic courts 

2. second, jurisdictional limit  

3. third, transparency, appointment of arbitrator standard of review, enforcement etc. 

 BIT arbitration has three aspects: jurisdictional (such as definition of investment), substantive (such as provision 
on expropriation) and procedural (ISDS mechanism). Commission’s mandate was to focus on all 3 aspects but it 
narrowed it down to only procedural aspect. 

Conclusion – 

It’s evident that commission has made some useful suggestions, but there is great opportunity to comprehensively 
push for the recalibration of the Indian BIT regime, which has oscillated from being pro-investor to being pro-state. 
 

Q) Discuss the progress made in bilateral relationship between India and Switzerland 

since India’s independence. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

India and Switzerland have had cordial and friendly relations since India’s Independence, based on shared values of 
democracy and the rule of law. India’s policy of non-alignment and Switzerland’s traditional policy of neutrality led to 
a close understanding between the two countries. 

Switzerland established diplomatic relations with India soon after Independence. A Treaty of Friendship between India 
and Switzerland was signed at New Delhi on August 14, 1948, one of the first such treaties to be signed by independent 
India and an important milestone in Indo-Swiss relations. The Treaty provided for the establishment of diplomatic 
missions between the two countries and missions were opened in Berne and Delhi soon after. 

The Indo-Swiss Joint Economic Commission was set up in 1959 to intensify economic and commercial relations. From 
1971 to 1976, during and after Bangladesh’s struggle for Independence, Switzerland represented India’s interests in 
Pakistan and vice versa. 

Issues like mutual support for our respective bids for the non-permanent membership of the UN Security Council, 
support for India’s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group, negotiations with EFTA on TEPA, the need for 
cooperation to bring tax offenders to justice, conclusion of an agreement on the automatic exchange of information 
on tax matters, cooperation in skill development and Ayurveda and other bilateral issues were discussed during the 
meetings. Switzerland and India have been regularly conducting a political dialogue since 2005.  Since 2012, the two 
countries have also been involved in a dialogue on migration and consular matters. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/29/3-discuss-progress-made-bilateral-relationship-india-switzerland-since-indias-independence/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/29/3-discuss-progress-made-bilateral-relationship-india-switzerland-since-indias-independence/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-switzerland-bilateral-relations-globalisation-digitalisation-energy-treaty-of-friendship-free-trade-economic-exchanges-4818191/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  94 www.insightsias.com  

The Swiss VET Initiative India (SVETII) was launched as a pilot project on the occasion of the 60th anniversary 
celebrations of the Indo-Swiss bilateral friendship treaty in 2008. A public-private initiative, it reflected a specific 
demand of Swiss companies in India for qualified workers as well as Switzerland’s interest in positioning its vocational 
education and training (VET) system internationally. 

A Tagore Chair has been set up at University of Lausanne (UNIL) for Hindi in 2011, which has successfully completed 4 
sessions with professors deputed by ICCR, as per MOU’s validity. As a large part of FDI in India, is routed through other 
countries, actual Swiss FDI in India is much higher, with overall Swiss investment inflows into India pegged at above 
USD 7 billion upto 2013-14. 

Switzerland is the 5th largest trading partner for India with the total bilateral trade including merchandise exports, 
bullion and IT services and software exports, amounting to US$ 23.2 billion in 2014-15 and US$ 19.32 billion (April-
Feb., 2015-16). Bilateral trade has shown generally a positive trend despite the global economic slowdown. 

Commerce/Trade Ministers from India and the European Free Trade Area (EFTA, which includes Iceland, Liechtenstein, 
Norway and Switzerland, agreed to launch negotiations on a comprehensive Trade and Investment Agreement as per 
the recommendations of the Joint EFTA-India Study Group established on 1 December 2006. 

Swiss initiatives to introduce the Swiss Dual Vocational Educational System at a mass level in India are contributing to 
India’s development. The International Day of Yoga (IDY) was celebrated on 21 June, 2015 at Waisenhausplatz in the 
City Centre of Berne and in Culture Centre, Gasometer, Liechtenstein. 

The Indian community in Switzerland comprises of approximately 18,000 Indians including over 6300 persons of Indian 
origin (Swiss passport holders). Most of them are professionals in Engineering, IT, pharmaceuticals and paramedical 
fields. 

Government extended the e-tourist visa facility to 37 more countries from 26th February 2016 including Switzerland, 
covering 150 countries. Henceforth, Swiss nationals visiting India for tourism purposes can avail this e-visa facility with 
immediate effect. There has been a slow but steady uptake of e-visas. 

As part of its Energy Strategy 2050, Switzerland has decided to take steps to improve energy efficiency and boost the 
share of renewable energies in the energy mix. India’s energy strategy, which is currently being drawn up, shares the 
same priorities. In terms of energy efficiency and the increased use of renewable energies, a number of joint projects 
are already under way between our two countries. 

All these dimension of bilateral relations between India and Switzerland highlights the cordial nature of the 
partnership. 
 

Q) “Recent developments threaten the long-cherished unity in diversity in India and 

Indonesia.” Discuss critically. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Ans – 

India-largest democracy and Indonesia-third largest democracy in the world are home to multiple languages, 
ethnicities, customs and religions.  

India contains all the 6 major religions of the world i.e. Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Sikhism, Jainism and Zoroastrianism 
and similarly Indonesia harbors Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Catholicism, Protestantism and Confucianism.  
Both countries are secular and not based on European philosophy of single language, single religion and single 
ethnicity. Theirs is not the classic secularism of separation of state and church, but rather one of equal respect for all 
religions. 

However, recent developments in both the countries have led to the danger to the secular fabric. There is increase in 
the extremist ideas and suppression of liberal voices. 

In Indonesia –  

1. Rise of Islam as political mobilizer – 

 Labeling of their PM candidate Mr. Widodo as Christian although he is Javanese Muslim. The political propaganda 
not only exhibits but also deepens the hatred for Christians.  
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 Purnama, who was Jakarta governor and executed various successful welfare schemes in Health and Education. 
But he is Christian with Chinese decedent and is charged for blasphemy. The extreme Islamic group (Front 
Pembela Islam or The Islamic Defenders Front) whipped up religious sentiments using social media and organised 
a series of anti-Purnama demonstrations. 

2. Rising tide of popular conservatism – 

 Resulting in part from Saudi-funded and trained preachers. 

 Cynical collaboration of otherwise “moderate” politicians who are using extremist groups for personal political 
gain. 

 According to Human Rights Watch, 16 non- Muslim people were persecuted for Blasphemy on their comments 
on social media. 

 There is rise in extremism in Indonesia. Some extremist parties like FPI are influencing public opinion and 
spreading intolerance. 

In India –  

1. Religious intolerance – Incidents of lynching of beef eaters and beef transportation creates atmosphere of fear 
among Muslims. 

2. Caste intolerance – Una chapter had highlighted the increasing atrocities on Dalits. Demand of reservation from 
affluent land owner castes is also the manifestation of bitterness for other sections of society. 

3. Racial intolerance – Attack on African women in Bangalore and on African students in Greater Noida reflects that 
the racism is imbibed in Indian mindset. 

Both the countries are the largest democracies with India in the World and Indonesia in entire South East Asia 
which are swayed by the Majorities’ sentiments and led minorities are under threat. In democracy every person 
has their right to speak and all people are governed under supreme law not by through majoritarian view. 

These developments show that unity in diversity which was considered the strength of India and Indonesia is slowly 
turning into its weakness. But still this cannot threaten the unity of nation in long term if – 

 Representatives and politicians of both countries try hard to prevent such incidents. 

 Both countries are democracies, so should not ignore one section over other. 

 Constitution and Supreme Court to protect interests of minorities. Inclusive development and economic growth 
along with education makes people more tolerant. 

 

Q) Can India and China use BRICS to build good relations and strengthen mutual 

cooperation? Discuss how. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

BRICS Indograph 

BRICS 

BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa. Originally the first four were grouped as “BRIC” (or “the BRICs”), before the induction of South Africa in 
2010.The BRICS members are all leading developing or newly industrialized countries, but they are distinguished by 
their large, sometimes fast-growing economies and significant influence on regional affairs; all five are G-20 members. 

The BRICS nations have together promoted their exports, coordinated responses in international legal disputes, 
successfully negotiated for an increase in voting shares at the World Bank and in an increasingly overpopulated 
topography of multi-lateral institutions, have consolidated their reserves to become creditors of foreign aid rather 
than just borrowers of the same. 
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BRICS to strengthen India china relations: 

The main reason for co-operation to start among the BRICs nation was the financial crises of 2008.The crises raised 
skepticism on the dollar-dominated monetary system.in this area India and China being the strong economies of Asia 
hold potential to work for mutual benefits. 

Another important facet of BRICS co-operation was that it did not stop after the financial crises; rather it “spilled over” 
to other areas. Still there are many areas where BRICS can play the role of platform to bring India and China together 
in other areas such as tourism, disaster management etc 

The BRICS development bank is the result of growing frustration among the BRICS nations on failure of IMF to 
implement 2010 IMF quota reforms. India has done long and continuous efforts for IMF reforms. The BRICS 
development has open new economic opportunities for cooperation between India and China. 

China is one of the most important member of BRICS due to its sheer economic size it adds economic muscle to the 
bargaining power of the BRICS. India must gain economic and political benefits from this aspect of Chinese presence 
in the BRICS. 

The BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) is a framework for providing protection against global liquidity 
pressures. This includes currency issues where members’ national currencies are being adversely affected by global 
financial pressures. India and China can cooperate in providing mutual protection from liquidity issues at global level. 

The ongoing crisis between India and china on Doklam plateau highlights the need of political cooperation and mutual 
constructive dialogue. BRICS platform must come to help in such critical times as well. 

This group has so far been successful in the race of approaching the aims and is also proved to be fruitful for all the 
members. The further motives of this group are heading to make this group meet its aim of enhancing the economies. 
It is always a better option to walk with others then to run alone. The path that India chose will lead India to overcome 
its long coming economic and political problems. 
 

Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, 

Indian diaspora 

Q) China’s recent heavy-handed economic sanctioning of South Korea, in response to that 

country’s decision to deploy the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) anti-missile 

system, was just the latest example of the Chinese authorities’ use of trade as a political 

weapon. Critically comment.  (200 Words) 

Livemint 

China’s government has always encouraged and then exploited states’ economic reliance on it to compel their support 
for its foreign-policy objectives. Its economic punishments range from restricting imports or informally boycotting 
goods to halting strategic exports (such as rare earth minerals) and encouraging domestic protests against specific 
foreign businesses, suspending tourist travel and blocking fishing access. 

China’s recent heavy-handed economic sanctioning of South Korea, in response to that country’s decision to deploy 
the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) anti-missile system, was just the latest example of the Chinese 
authorities’ use of trade as a political weapon. 

Some of the past examples are – 

China’s trade reprisals against Norway- 

After the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to the jailed Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo, Norwegian salmon exports 
to China collapsed. 

Japan – 

In 2010, China exploited its monopoly on the global production of vital rare-earth minerals to inflict commercial pain 
on Japan and the West through an unannounced export embargo. In 2012, after China’s sovereignty dispute with 
Japan over the Senkaku Islands (which the Japanese first controlled in 1895) flared anew, China once again used trade 
as a strategic weapon, costing Japan billions of dollars. 
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Mongolia – 

Mongolia became a classic case of such geo-economic coercion, after it hosted the Dalai Lama last November. With 
China accounting for 90% of Mongolian exports, the Chinese imposed punitive fees on its exports. 

South Korea – 

In 2000, when South Korea increased tariffs on garlic to protect its farmers from a flood of imports, China responded 
by banning imports of South Korean cellphones and polyethylene.  

India – 

China will not use the trade weapon when it has more to lose, as illustrated by the current Sino-Indian troop stand-off 
at the border. Chinese leaders value the lopsided trade relationship with India—exports are more than five times 
higher than imports. So, instead of halting border trade, which could invite Indian economic reprisals, China has cut 
off Indian pilgrims’ historical access to sacred sites in Tibet. 

Way forward – 

China is turning into a trade tyrant that does not respect international rules. Its violations include maintaining non-
tariff barriers to keep out foreign competition; subsidizing exports; tilting the domestic market in favour of Chinese 
companies; and underwriting acquisitions of foreign firms to bring home their technologies. 

China’s weaponization of trade has gone unchallenged so far. Only a concerted international strategy, with a revived 
TPP which includes India, South Korea stands a chance of compelling China’s leaders to abide by the rules. 
 

Q) Discuss the implications of the US President Donald Trump’s new assertive policy in 

Afghanistan for India and Pakistan. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Hindu 

Background: 

President Trump’s determination to enhance efforts to overcome the challenges facing Afghanistan and confronting 
issues of safe havens and other forms of cross-border support enjoyed by terrorists. In his speech Trump had declared 
that the US can no longer be silent about Pakistan’s safe havens for terrorist organisations, the Taliban and other 
groups that pose a threat to the region and beyond. He demanded that Pakistan’s support to cross-border terror will 
have to change and change immediately. 

The probable impacts of new assertive policy over Afghanistan: 

The very open and critical stance taken by Donald Trump can be seen as an opportunity for India as the continuous 
policy of India towards restructuring Afghanistan is parallel to this approach. 

The American efforts to remove the Pakistani base of terrorism that feeds the activity in Afghanistan may be beneficial 
to India as well. 

American announcement of the decision to send more troops to the country reflects a realisation that the U.S. does 
not have many options in dealing with its longest military conflict. This is also a grim reminder of the precarious security 
situation in Afghanistan. 

The very open statement by American president indicates the change in the American policy towards the Pakistan that 
may open the new opportunities for the steps against the terrorism. 

There is need to appreciate the most important change in US Afghan policy. Until recently, Washington believed that 
India’s rivalry with Pakistan is part of the problem in Afghanistan. Today USA might be betting that by invoking a larger 
Indian role in Afghanistan, it might add to the pressures on Pakistan to cooperate with the US. 

The overall impact of this USA stance in south Asian policy needs to be seen to wider perspective as the country specific 
impact will be varied as per the political aspects. 

This assertive policy by USA may have impacts on relations between India and Pakistan which can be analysed in longer 
duration of time. 
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The implications of such policy on India and Pakistan also need to get analysed along with Chinese involvement. 
Though not clear right now, the china Pak axis will surely create its own series of counter steps for such a change in 
policy. 
 

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

Q) Write a critical note on the recently signed United Nations pact to ban nuclear weapons 

. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- For the first time in the seven-decade effort to avert a nuclear war, a global treaty has been negotiated 
that proponents say would, if successful, lead to the destruction of all nuclear weapons and forever prohibit their use. 
The document, called the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, was formally adopted on Friday at United 
Nations headquarters in New York during the final session of the negotiation conference. 

Efforts to ban nuclear weapons :- 

A number of multilateral treaties have since been established with the aim of preventing nuclear proliferation and 
testing, while promoting progress in nuclear disarmament. These include the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT), the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests In The Atmosphere, In Outer Space And Under 
Water, also known as the Partial Test Ban Treaty (PTBT), and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), 
which was signed in 1996 but has yet to enter into force. 

A number of bilateral and plurilateral treaties and arrangements seek to reduce or eliminate certain categories of 
nuclear weapons, to prevent the proliferation of such weapons and their delivery vehicles.  These range from several 
treaties between the United States of America and Russian Federation as well as various other initiatives, to 
the Nuclear Suppliers Group, the Missile Technology Control Regime, the Hague Code of Conduct against Ballistic 
Missile Proliferation, and the Wassenaar Arrangement. 

Importance :- 

 The new treaty, which 122 nations have approved, outlaws the entire range of activity relating to the production, 
stockpiling and use of nuclear weapons.  

 The ban on the conduct of underground explosions envisaged under Article 1 is a breakthrough 

 The 1996 Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty has not entered into force because many among the 44 
designated nuclear-capable states, whose ratification is mandatory under the pact, have not come on board. 
Hence this pact ushers a new hope. 

 The most central provision is Article 1(d) which categorically prohibits the use of nuclear weapons, or a threat to 
that effect, under all circumstances.  

 The nuclear weapons treaty marks the completion of a process to enforce an international ban on all categories 
of weapons of mass destruction following the prohibition of biological and chemical arms.  

Though the new treaty has a sound basis. But its effectiveness could be jeopardised by the nine countries resisting it. 

The world’s nuclear powers, which boycotted the negotiations on the landmark agreement, have remained defiant 
ever since its adoption. Their continued resistance will no doubt jeopardise its effectiveness. But that does not take 
away from its sound basis in moral and legal principles. 
 

Q) What is the European Union (EU) Customs Union? Why does UK plans to leave EU 

Customs Union? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The European Union Customs Union (EUCU) is a customs union which consists of all the member states of the European 
Union (EU), Monaco, and some territories of the United Kingdom which are not part of the EU (Akrotiri and Dhekelia, 
Bailiwick of Guernsey, Bailiwick of Jersey, and the Isle of Man). Some territories within the EU do not participate in the 
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customs union, usually as a result of their geographic circumstances. Besides the EUCU, the EU, through separate 
agreements, is in customs unions with Andorra, San Marino, and Turkey, with the exceptions of certain goods. 

The customs union is a principal component of the European Economic Community, established in 1958, and now 
succeeded by the European Union. No customs duties are levied on goods travelling within the customs union and—
unlike a free trade area—members of the customs union impose a common external tariff on all goods entering the 
union. 

A precondition of the customs union is that the European Commission negotiates for and on behalf of the Union as a 
whole in international trade deals such as the World Trade Organisation, rather than each member state negotiating 
individually. It accounts for approximately 16% of world trade. Customs Union member states cannot enter into 
independent trade deals with third parties. 

  EU member states (including participating member state territories which are not part of the EU) 

  Non-EU states which participate in the customs union, or are in bilateral customs unions with the EU 

Analysis: 

There are two options proposed, the first one in which the UK leaves the customs union, but comes up with ways of 
simplifying the future customs regime between the UK and EU countries. That could include developing technology 
and negotiating other systems to speed things up at ports. But implementing such a complex scheme would take years 
of preparation. 

The other option proposed is a new customs partnership with the EU, which would do away with a customs border 
altogether. Agreeing to such a partnership, which doesn’t really exist anywhere in the world, would be quite a 
concession for the EU as it would give the UK the benefits of being in the customs union while still allowing it to forge 
trade agreements with non-EU countries, which EU members are not allowed to do. 

The reasons for exit of UK from EUCU: 

The exit from EUCU is the result of Brexit from European Union. One needs to analyse the reasons for the overall Brexit 
phenomenon. 

1. The very first and basic reason is the economics. The EU failed to address the economic problems that had been 
developing since 2008… for example, 20% unemployment in southern Europe. The difference between the lives 
of southern Europeans and Germans—who enjoy 4.2% unemployment—is profound. Europe as a whole has 
stagnated economically. 

2. The second reason for Brexit is the rise of nationalism across the world. There’s a growing distrust of multinational 
financial, trade, and defense organizations created after World War II. The EU, the IMF, and NATO are good 
examples of this. Many who oppose the EU believe these institutions no longer serve a purpose. Not only has 
that, these organizations taken control away from individual nations. Mistrust and fear of losing control made 
Brexit a reasonable solution to them. 

3. The immigration crisis in Europe was a trigger. Some EU leaders argued that aiding the refugees was a moral 
obligation. But EU opponents saw immigration as a national issue, as it affected the internal life of the country. 

4. As per some analysts, the EU doesn’t understand the power of nationalism. It attempts to retain nationality as a 
cultural right. On the other hand, it deprives individual nations of the power to make many decisions. 

The implications of this exit needs to be seen in long duration of time. Many efforts are going on in order to cushion 
this transition so that trade disruption does not occur. Some of these efforts are common transit convention, custom 
white paper and provision of interim period. 
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Q) Write a note on the mandate and significance of Global Commission on the Future of 

Work. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 Ans – 

Background – 

The world of work is undergoing a major process of change. There are several forces transforming it, from the onward 
march of technology and the impact of climate change to the changing character of production and employment, etc. 
In order to understand and to respond effectively to these new challenges ILO had launched a “Future of Work 
initiative”. 

The formation of “a Global Commission on the Future of Work” marks the second stage in the ILO’s Future of Work 
Initiative. Its mandate is to undertake an in-depth examination of the future of work that can provide the analytical 
basis for the delivery of social justice in the 21st century. 

Significance – 

The International Labor Organization (ILO) has established this high-level body to examine the relationship between 
work and society. The Commission on the Future of Work will address how the future of work can deliver decent and 
sustainable jobs for all, thereby contributing to achieving SDG 8 (decent work and economic growth). 

It is launched under the ILO’s Future of Work Centenary Initiative. In preparation for the Commission’s launch, 
governments and employer and labor organizations have held a series of dialogues in more than 110 countries. 
Building on the outcomes of these dialogues, the Commission will produce an independent report for consideration 
by ILO’s Centenary Conference, which will be held in 2019. 

Global Commission on the Future of Work, a body of 20 experts who will come together to tackle the fundamental 
question of how a rapidly transforming world of work should be organized so that it responds to the values of social 
justice. 

The Commission will produce an independent report on how to achieve a future of work that provides decent and 
sustainable work opportunities for all. This report will be submitted to the centenary session of the International 
Labour Conference in 2019. 

The work of the Commission will be organized around four “centenary conversations” – 

1. Work and society 

2. Decent jobs for all 

3. The organization of work and production 

4. The governance of work 

The global body’s examination will seek to provide the analytical basis for the delivery of social justice in the 21st 
century. 
 

Q) North Korea recently launched its 22nd missile this year(2017). Why is North Korea 

testing so many missiles? Is the threat of nuclear war real? What’s the responsibility of 

international organisations in this situation? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 Ans – 

North Korea is one of the few countries that are still under dictatorship. North Korea believes in “Brinkmanship 
diplomacy”. It (DPRK) is trying it’s best to ensure it’s continuity, for which it is also ready to plunge the world into a 
nuclear war. N.K. had recently tested the 22nd missile this year. 
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Reasons for so many missiles’ testing – 

1. To create the nuclear deterrence in the region. 

2. These tests also voice agitation against the UN sanctions. The USA-led sanctions have not gone down well with 
the North Korean regime and it seems to be using missile tests as a tool to quell international pressure. 

3. To signify self sufficiency in terms of technology, armament, etc. 

4. Frequent military drills between USA and South Korea would have spooked North Korea. 

5. To test the orientation of Mr. Trump, the new incumbent as president of US, like it did with Mr. Obama after his 
oath. 

6. Possibility of Russia or China behind such aggressive stance of DPRK cannot be ruled out. 

The threat of nuclear war – 

The nuclear deterrence has been the only reason for DPRK’s survival till now and till the button of nuclear warheads 
is in the hand of an authoritarian regime, the threat of nuclear war persists. Recent reports suggest that they have 
miniaturized nuclear war heads which along with their recently tested intercontinental ballistic missile raises risk of 
nuclear war. 

But countries like Japan, South Korea are treading very cautiously and are not taking any irrational decision and are 
still keeping the hope of mankind alive. Hence until any action on ground is not taken by DPRK, nuclear threat persists 
but not eminently. 

Role of international organizations – 

As the threat of nuclear war jeopardizes the existence of entire mankind, the role of international organisations has 
become much more important. Following roles must be taken at international level – 

• The UN and UNSC in ensuring universal peace and action against the rogue states. 

• Forums and groupings like G20, NSG, OECD, APEC, etc. in building pressure via diplomacy and economic 
sanctions to stop war.  

• IAEA should give guidelines for the states having nuclear weapons on how to stop proliferation and how 
international community should deal with it. And such organizations should be allowed to have independent 
inspection, so as to know ulterior motives in advance. 

UN, IAEA has played an important role in checking the spread of nuclear weapons and UN has imposed sanctions on 
DPRK for violation of international peace and security. Moreover a sudden meeting of security council was also called 
to discuss the course of action to be taken in the matter. UN has also been advocating that the matter should be 
resolved through bilateral talks, which is also the stance of South Korea and US. Before taking any action in these crises 
all nations must take note of following lines of M.K. Gandhi- 

“An eye for eye will make the whole world blind.” 
 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

	Table of Contents
	General Studies Paper - II
	Topic:   Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions and basic structure
	Q) The authors of India’s Constitution took the extraordinarily bold step of giving all adult citizens the right to vote, making India the world’s first large democracy to adopt universal adult suffrage from its very inception. Discuss critically the ...
	Q) Examine the various issues associated with the Article 35A of the Constitution of India. (200 Words)
	Q) What impact will the recent nine bench verdict by the Supreme Court on right to private issue have on the Aadhaar case, which provided the context for this important moment in Indian constitutional history? Examine. (200 Words)
	Q) “The right to privacy is not just a common law right, not just a legal right, not just a fundamental right under the Constitution. It is a natural right inherent in every individual.” In the light of recent Supreme Court judgement on right to priva...
	Q) Differentiate between natural right, legal right and fundamental right. Discuss the implications of recent nine bench judgement on right to privacy to sexual autonomy and Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) . (200 Words)

	Topic:  Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure
	Q) Critically comment on the electoral reforms suggested by the Election and Law Commissions and the actions taken by the union government on these reforms. (200 Words)
	Q) Discuss the significance of the Public Premises (Eviction of Unauthorised Occupants) Amendment Bill. (200 Words)
	Q) What is the objective behind idea of paying a salary to legislators in India? Discuss various issues surrounding payment of salaries to legislators in India. (200 Words)
	Q) Analyse the role of state and private entities in the right to privacy issue. (200 Words)
	Q) In your opinion, what do violent reactions by the public aftermath of a court pronouncing Baba Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh guilty of rape indicate about India’s political system and the authority of the state? Critically comment. (200 Words)

	Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.
	Q) As ‘the guardian of the public purse’, Parliament must play a greater role in budgetary governance. Do you think there is a need to establish a Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO) in the parliament? Discuss. (200 Words)
	Q) “Rules on secrecy of ballot in Rajya Sabha polls are not in sync with free choice and consent.” Comment. (200 Words)

	Topic:  Structure, organization and functioning of the Judiciary
	Q) Do you think creation of an All-India Judicial Service (AIJS) along the lines of the All India Services (AIS) would solve problems being faced by the Indian judiciary? Critically examine. (200 Words)
	Q) Discuss why lawyers’ strikes in India contribute to the problem of judicial inefficiency and examine the Law Commission recommends on this issue. (200 Words)
	Q) Write a note on National Litigation Policy (NLP) in 2010 and need for evolving new litigation policy. (200 Words)

	Topic: Powers, functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies
	Q) Should NOTA (none of the above) be an option in a State Assembly vote for the Rajya Sabha, as it is for the electorate in direct elections? Discuss merits and demerits. (200 Words)

	Topic:  Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies
	Q) The recent decision of Securities and Exchange Board of India imposing trading restrictions on 331 companies suspected of being shell entities has come under criticism. Discuss why. (200 Words)

	Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation
	Q) The 2015 draft DNA Fingerprinting Bill is back in a new version, and includes some important additions and deletions. What are they? What is the need for such a law in the first place, and what are the problems with having one? Examine. (200 Words)
	Q) Critically analyse various positions taken by the present and past governments in India on the issue of right to privacy. (200 Words)
	Q) It is said that there is an urgent need to formulate law and policy measures to address groundwater crisis in India. Examine why. (200 Words)
	Q) “Aadhaar is India‘s technological marvel which, while empowering people, will enable India to leapfrog towards the status of a developed nation” Critically comment. (200 Words)
	Q) Critically evaluate performance of Swachh Bharat Mission. (200 Words)

	Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health
	Q) What do you understand by evidence-based healthcare policy? Should it be included in India’s national health policy? Discuss. (200 Words)
	Q) The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has struck panic among tobacco companies by announcing a comprehensive proposal to reduce the amount of nicotine in cigarettes to non-addictive levels. Discuss significance of this move. Also discuss why this m...
	Q) Critically evaluate the role of National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) and the Union ministry of human resource development (MHRD) in improving quality of teacher education and training. (200 Words)
	Q) Critically comment on the decision of the Union Cabinet to scrap the no-detention policy at the elementary level, and introduce detention of students who fail a designated test in Class 5 or 6. (200 Words)
	Q) In the light of government’s decision to scrap no-detention policy, critically analyse success and failures of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act or the Right to Education Act (RTE). (200 Words)
	Q) A comprehensive new survey shows that preschools are ubiquitous in India’s villages. Does pre-schooling help children? Critically examine. (200 Words)
	Q) Critically comment on NITI Aayog’s recent push to states to privatise well functioning district hospitals in the Tier 2 and 3 cities. (200 Words)
	Q) Considering  socio-economic factors and the state’s limitations in providing education, especially for the weaker sections, do you think government’s decision to scrap no-detention policy under RTE is warranted? Critically comment. (200 Words)
	Q) Should marijuana be completely banned in India? Critically examine. (200 Words)
	Q) Critically analyse the progress and shortcomings of the implementation of the RTE act. (200 Words)
	Q) Do you think market-based health care is a fundamentally superior way to deliver health services to the poor? In the light of NITI Aayog’s recent proposal to privatise government hospitals, critically examine. (200 Words)
	Q) Templates for an upgraded rural health system have long been finalised and the Indian Public Health Standards were issued in 2007 and 2012, covering facilities from health sub-centres upwards. Despite these measures, why do you think tragedies such...
	Q) “Public health is not about running state run hospitals, it is what the state does to protect health by mitigating the social and environmental determinants of diseases.” Analyse. (200 Words)
	Q) Reducing exposure to communicable diseases is of the highest priority in public health services, as their spread causes severe negative spillovers. Could India’s employment guarantee schemes use lessons from the US’ Depression-era public works prog...
	Q) What do you understand by human capital? Why does it make sense to invest heavily in education? Examine. (200 Words)

	Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections
	Q) Does India need an anti-lynching law? Critically comment. (200 Words)
	Q) Write a note on the Hague Convention and examine why India has been reluctant to ratify it despite repeated recommendations from courts and Law Commission. (200 Words)
	Q) Why is India unwilling to ratify the International Labour Organisation’s Convention 189 on Decent Work for Domestic Workers? Comment whether India should ratify this Convention or not. (200 Words)
	Q) Discuss the problems faced by tribal women in India and the measures taken by government to address these problems. (200 Words)
	Q) “The Forest Rights Act did not emerge from struggles for the control over forests alone, but was a product of an ongoing intersection between political conflict, features of Indian capitalism, and the conceptions of “environment” and “development” ...
	Q) Critically comment on the provisions of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO Act) and the marital rape exception under the IPC that deal with sexual violence against children. (200 Words)
	Q) The social boycott act passed by the Government of Maharashtra is an important step in arresting the abuse of power by in-group elites. What hurdles would this legislation face in realisation of its desired goals? Examine. (200 Words)
	Q) In India, even now between 9% and 20% of maternal deaths are on account of unsafe abortions. What does law say about abortion rights of child victims of rape who are pregnant? Do you think children who are pregnant should have abortion rights? Crit...
	Q) Critically analyse the arguments made by each judge in the recent  triple talaq case where it invalidated the practice of triple talaq. (200 Words)
	Q) Compare recent Supreme Court verdict in Shayara Banu case with Shamim Ara (2002) case. (200 Words)
	Q) Discuss how the recent historic judgement by the Supreme Court on right to privacy making it a fundamental right is a culmination of series of judgements since independence. (200 Words)
	Q) Examine the potential implications of the proposed National Commission for Socially and Educationally Backward Classes which is armed with constitutional status. (200 Words)
	Q) It is said that all stakeholders must come together and find a solution for unwanted pregnancies of more than 20 weeks. Discuss why. (200 Words)
	Q) Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code, which defines rapes, makes an exception for marital rape. What’s the basis of this exception? Examine how’s marital rape treated in other countries. (200 Words)

	Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the performance of these schemes;
	Q) “To ensure large-scale job creation, the freedom to create jobs must be on a par with other freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution.” Critically comment. (200 Words)
	Q) Critically evaluate performance of the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY). (200 Words)

	Topic:  Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders
	Q) Discuss critically social, economic, political and human rights related issues surrounding the Narmada dam issue. (200 Words)

	Topic:  Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability
	Q) Critically comment on the provisions and utility of the Whistle Blowers Protection (WBP) Act, 2014. (200 Words)
	Q) Discuss why is there a need to create technology and policy framework which addresses concerns regarding ownership and protection of data in the digital world. (200 Words)
	Q) Critically comment on the important issues plaguing press in India.  (200 Words)
	Q) What is digital economy? Do you think there is a need to regulate digital platforms or replace them with state owned platforms? Critically examine. (200 Words)

	Topic:  Role of civil services in a democracy
	Q) It is often argued that there should be a system of annual recruitment into the IAS of mid-career professionals from diverse sectors. Discuss the rationale, merits and demerits of this system. (200 Words)
	Q) What are the three new fundamental changes that you would like to bring in India’s civil services?  Discuss. (200 Words)

	Topic:  Dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions.
	Q) It is said that to improve ease of doing business in India, there is a need to provide viable alternatives to litigation and implement effective means for enforcement of contracts. Examine in detail why and what kind of institutional arbitration me...

	Topic:  Pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity
	Q) Discuss critically the magnitude and nature of the growing influence of business houses in Indian elections. (200 Words)

	Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations.
	Q) ” The constriction of India’s strategic space is a second-order consequence resulting from China’s rise. Beijing does not have to deliberately contain India. Beijing’s exercise of its growing comprehensive national power — economic and military — w...
	Q) Many want India’s China strategy to take a cue from Pakistan’s “asymmetric strategy” that advocates the use of proxy war and terrorism to counter India’s superiority. Do you agree with such strategy? Critically comment. (200 Words)
	Q) Write a critical note on the India-Afghanistan air corridor and the larger issue of connectivity between India and Afghanistan. (200 Words)
	Q) Do you think China has been able to convert its geo-economic power, as the world’s largest trading nation with huge investible dollar surpluses, into military might and geo-political clout? In the light of Doklam issue, critically comment. (200 Words)
	Q) What are the issues that have created the anti-India feeling in Nepal? Has India succeeded in addressing these issues? Critically examine. (200 Words)
	Q) Recently Sri Lanka inked a revised version of a $1.1 billion deal for leasing the Hambantota port to a Chinese state-run company. Does this revised deal address India’s concerns? Critically examine. (200 Words)
	Q) How did partition affect and shape India’s relations with its neighbours? Critically examine. (200 Words)
	Q) In the light of recent events, critically comment on the working of judiciary in South Asia. (200 Words)
	Q) In your opinion, what went wrong in India’s Nepal policy? How can it make corrections? Critically comment. (200 Words)
	Q) Does China stand to gain advantage from Doklam crisis? Critically comment. (200 Words)

	Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests
	Q) Discuss importance of India’s engagement with the Philippines to its growing role in Southeast Asia. (200 Words)
	Q) Write a note on the progress made in India – Thailand bilateral relations. (200 Words)
	Q) Analyse the role being played by Japan in India’s infrastructure sector. Also write a special note on the India-Japan forum. (200 Words)
	Q) “India’s West Asia relations are no longer viewed through the prism of Israel-Palestine, but through the changing security landscape in the region pertaining to Iran.” Discuss. (200 Words)
	Q) Critically discuss evolution and the role of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in bringing about regional integration. (200 Words)
	Q) What do you understand by de-hyphenated foreign policy? It is said that hyphenated foreign policy had handicapped our ability to forge ties that help our national interests. Do you think de-hyphenation would help Indian interests better? Discuss. (...
	Q) Strict adherence to treatment is critical for the effective management of HIV. Research suggests that adherence to treatment should be greater than 95% for maximum benefit from antiretroviral therapy. However, such adherence is not observed in Indi...
	Q) What do you understand by the Trade Facilitation Agreement? How has it affected India? Examine. (200 Words)
	Q) The recent report of the Justice B.N. Srikrishna committee, constituted to prepare a road map to make India a hub of international arbitration, has recommended many changes in Indian arbitration law and institutional mechanisms to promote arbitrati...
	Q) Discuss the progress made in bilateral relationship between India and Switzerland since India’s independence. (200 Words)
	Q) “Recent developments threaten the long-cherished unity in diversity in India and Indonesia.” Discuss critically. (200 Words)
	Q) Can India and China use BRICS to build good relations and strengthen mutual cooperation? Discuss how. (200 Words)

	Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora
	Q) China’s recent heavy-handed economic sanctioning of South Korea, in response to that country’s decision to deploy the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) anti-missile system, was just the latest example of the Chinese authorities’ use of tr...
	Q) Discuss the implications of the US President Donald Trump’s new assertive policy in Afghanistan for India and Pakistan. (200 Words)

	Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate.
	Q) Write a critical note on the recently signed United Nations pact to ban nuclear weapons . (200 Words)
	Q) What is the European Union (EU) Customs Union? Why does UK plans to leave EU Customs Union? Examine. (200 Words)
	Q) Write a note on the mandate and significance of Global Commission on the Future of Work. (200 Words)
	Q) North Korea recently launched its 22nd missile this year(2017). Why is North Korea testing so many missiles? Is the threat of nuclear war real? What’s the responsibility of international organisations in this situation? Critically examine. (200 Words)



