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General Studies Paper - I 
 

Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 

from ancient to modern times. 

Q) Write a note on various important traditions (such as dhrupad) of Hindustani classical 

music. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Hindustani classical music is the traditional music of northern areas of the Indian subcontinent, including the modern 
states of India, Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan. It may also be called North Indian classical music or Shāstriya Sangīt. 
Its origins date from the 12th century CE, when it diverged from Carnatic music, the classical tradition of southern 
parts of the subcontinent. 

Hindustani classical music has strongly influenced Indonesian classical music and Dangdut popular music, especially in 
instrumentation, melody, harmony, and beat. Its main instruments are tabla, sitar and modern guitars. 

Characteristics 

 Indian classical music has seven basic notes with five interspersed half-notes, resulting in a 12-note scale. 

 The performance is set to a melodic pattern called a raga characterized in part by specific ascent (aroha) and 
descent (avaroha) sequences, which may not be identical. 

 Ragas are particular ascending and descending of notes. The ragas must have at least five notes, whereas the 
Thaats should have seven notes. 

 Ragas may originate from any source, including religious hymns, bhajans, folklore, folk tunes and music from 
outside the Indian subcontinent. 

Traditions: 

 Dhrupad 

Dhrupad is the Hindu sacred style of singing, traditionally performed by male singers. It is performed with a tanpura 
(long-necked lute) and a pakhawaj (barrel-shaped percussion instrument) as instrumental accompaniments. The lyrics, 
which were in Sanskrit centuries ago, are presently sung in Brajbhasha, a medieval form of Hindi that was spoken in 
Mathura. The rudra veena, an ancient string instrument, is used in instrumental music in the style of Dhrupad. 

Dhrupad music is primarily devotional in theme and content, containing recitals in praise of particular deities. Dhrupad 
compositions begin with a relatively long and acyclic Alap, where the syllables of the mantra “Om Anant tam Taran 
Tarini Twam Hari Om Narayan, Anant Hari Om Narayan” is recited. The alap gradually unfolds into a more rhythmic 
Jod and Jhala sections. This is followed by a rendition of Bandish, with the pakhawaj as an accompaniment. The great 
Indian musician Tansen sang in the Dhrupad style. A lighter form of Dhrupad, called Dhamar, is sung primarily during 
the festival of Holi. 

Dhrupad was the main form of northern Indian classical music until two centuries ago, but has since then given way 
to the somewhat less austere khyal, a more free-form style of singing. After losing its main patrons among the royalty 
in Indian princely states, Dhrupad ran the risk of becoming extinct in the first half of the twentieth century. 

Some of the best known vocalists who sing in the Dhrupad style are the members of the Dagar lineage, including the 
late senior Dagar brothers, Us. Nasir Moinuddin Dagar and Us. Nasir Aminuddin Dagar; the late Junior Dagar brothers, 
Us. Nasir Zahiruddin and Us. Nasir Faiyazuddin Dagar; Us. Wasifuddin Dagar; Us. Fariduddin Dagar; and Us. 
Sayeeduddin Dagar 

 Khyal 

A form of vocal music, khayal is almost entirely improvised and very emotional in nature. A khyal consists of around 
4-8 lines of lyrics set to a tune. The singer then uses these few lines as the basis for improvisation. Though its origins 
are unknown, it appeared during the fifteenth-century rule of Hussain Shah Sharqi and was popular by the eighteenth-
century rule of Mohammed Shah. The best-known composers of the period were Sadarang (a pen name for Niamat 
Khan), Adarang, Manrang and Nisar Hussain Khan Gwalior. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Tarana 

Another vocal form, Tarana are songs that are used to convey a mood of elation and are usually performed towards 
the end of a concert. They consist of a few lines of rhythmic sounds or bols set to a tune. The singer uses these few 
lines as a basis for very fast improvisation. It can be compared to the Tillana of Carnatic music. 

 Thumri 

Thumri is a semi-classical vocal form said to have begun with the court of Nawab Wajid Ali Shah, 1847-1856. There are 
three types of thumri: Punjabi, Lucknavi and poorab ang thumri. The lyrics are typically in a proto-Hindi language called 
Braj bhasha and are usually romantic. 

 Ghazal 

Ghazal was originally a Persian form of poetry. In the Indian sub-continent, Ghazal became the most common form of 
poetry in the Urdu language and was popularized by classical poets like Mir Taqi Mir, Ghalib, Zauq and Sauda among 
the North Indian literary elite. Vocal music incorporating this mode of poetry is popular with multiple variations across 
Iran, Afghanistan, Central Asia, Turkey, India and Pakistan. Ghazal exists in multiple variations, including folk and pop 
forms but its greatest exponents sing it in a semi-classical style. 

The Hindustani classical music has its own legendary history which is part of our cultural heritage. 
 

Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues  

Q) Why is Jawaharlal Nehru called the architect of democratic India? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 The evolution of the idea in Nehru’s mind during the crucial years of his life when he came under the influence 
of several streams of thought, mostly foreign, the acceptance of the Gandhian ethic resulting in the enunciation 
of framework of democracy committed to secularism, socialism and social justice and the creation of a sound 
institutional base for the rapid development of the huge and diverse country made him the stalwart of democratic 
philosophy. 

 Nehru was himself a curious and a fascinating mixture of diversity influences and streams of thought from the 
east and the west. He was influenced by the idealist tradition of the Indian renaissance and the national 
movement, especially by Gandhi and persistently endeavored to combine idealism with realism. 

 In his early years Nehru raised several questions against the Gandhian approach and openly disagreed with the 
Mahatma on many counts. Some letters written by Nehru to Gandhiji reveal the dilemma before Nehru. He 
sought answers from Gandhiji and found in the Mahatma’s approach and work solutions to the many doubts that 
had persisted for long. 

 Nehru’s democratic socialism was ‘a growing, dynamic conception’ something which he felt would not be rigid. 
It should be something that would suit the genius and requirements of the Indian people. 

 Nehru’s commitment to democracy was borne out by the respect he showed to the opposition, the Press and 
those with whom he disagreed. He pointed out that variety should not affect unity nor should religion, caste and 
language disrupt national unity. From the Buddha to Gandhi, he observed, India’s heritage conveyed to the world 
the lesson of living harmoniously together. 

 Democracy required the spirit of tolerance and cooperation and he firmly believed in India’s capacity for sustain-
ing the democratic spirit. Nehru’s faith in the Indian spirit remained throughout unshaken. 

 Underlying the strong institutional base Nehru laid for the growth of Indian democracy was the value system 
shaped under Gandhijis leadership, the relevance of those highly cherished values – communal harmony, non-
violence and emancipation of the oppressed sections of the society – has not decreased with the passage of time. 
Even today they occupy a high place in our system though euphemistically we may describe them as national 
integration and social justice. 

 The fact is unassailable that there is no alternative to the Gandhi-Nehru framework of Indian democracy. 
Discarding it would be most harmful to India’s social and political life. It is only by recalling that ethos and reviving 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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the Nehruvian spirit that we can stem the ominous drift that has set in and put the Indian democracy back on the 
rails. 

Conclusion: 

Indian democracy proved worthy of Nehru’s faith in it. Yet, the last two decades have witnessed a steep erosion of the 
value-system underlying the Indian democracy. Some of the trends that set in the Indian system would have greatly 
distressed Jawaharlal Nehru. A strong and stable democracy on the lines drawn by the great architect, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, would ensure world peace and better future for mankind. How aptly he once asked “Who dies if India lives? 
Who lives if India dies?” 
 

Q) Write a note on India’s Home Rule movement and opinions of Tilak, Gandhiji and Tagore 

on Home Rule. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The Indian Home Rule movement was a movement in British India on the lines of Irish Home Rule 
movement and other home rule movements. The movement lasted around two years between 1916–1918 and is 
believed to have set the stage for the independence movement under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Indian home rule movement began in India in the background of World War I. The Government of India Act (1909) 
failed to satisfy the demands of the national leaders. However, the split in the congress and the absence of leaders 
like Tilak, who was imprisoned in Mandalay meant that nationalistic response was tepid. 

By 1915, many factors set the stage for a new phase of nationalist movement. The rise in stature of Annie Besant (who 
was of Irish origin and a firm supporter of Irish home rule movement), the return of Tilak from exile and the growing 
calls for solving the split in congress began to stir the political scene in India. The Ghadar Mutiny and its suppression 
led to an atmosphere of resentment against British rule. 

Tilak on Home Rule :- 

 Lokmanya Tilak first started the Home Rule Movement. He was against the discriminative attitude of the British 
government. He was of the opinion that the Britishers were responsible for the degrading condition of the 
Indians. 

 He said that they made the Indians economically weak. In order to uplift the Indians from their degrading 
condition and make them strong enough to fight the war of independence, he establishes the Home Rule League 
in India in 1916 along with Mrs. Annie Besant. 

 His main aim was to drive out the Britishers from India ultimately and establish a self-government in India. His 
main political goal was the political emancipation of the motherland. The main aim of the movement was to give 
the Indians their rights. 

 Tilak said that every community should have the right of self-determination Tilak’s approach towards 
emancipation and uplift of individuals was highly acclaimed by the individuals. 

Gandhiji on Home Rule :- 

 First, Gandhi argues that ‘Home Rule is Self Rule’. He argues that it is not enough for the British to leave only for 
Indians to adopt a British-styled society. As he puts it, some “want English rule without the Englishman … that is 
to say, [they] would make India English. And when it becomes English, it will be called not Hindustan but 
Englishtan. This is not the Swaraj I want.” 

 Gandhi also argues that Indian independence is only possible through passive resistance. In fact, more than 
denouncing violence, Gandhi argues that it is counter-productive; instead, he believes, “The force of love and pity 
is infinitely greater than the force of arms. There is harm in the exercise of brute force, never in that of pity.” This 
is essential throughout Hind Swaraj. 

 To exert passive resistance, Gandhi reasons that Swadeshi (self-reliance) be exercised by Indians, meaning the 
refusal of all trade and dealings with the British. He addresses the English when he states, “If you do not concede 
our demand, we shall be no longer your petitioners. You can govern us only so long as we remain the governed; 
we shall no longer have any dealings with you.” Gandhi makes an intriguing argument here: if the British want 
India for trade, remove trade from the equation. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
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 Finally, Gandhi argues that India will never be free unless it rejects Western civilization itself. In the text he is 
deeply critical of western civilization, claiming, “India is being ground down, not under the English heel, but under 
that of modern civilization.” He speaks about civilization not just in relation to India, though. He argues that 
“Western civilization is such that one has only to be patient and it will be self destroyed.” It is a profound 
repudiation. Not only is western civilization unhealthy for India, but western civilization is by its own virtue 
unhealthy. 

Tagore on Home Rule :- 

 Sir Rabindra Nath reviewed the political situation created by the Home Rule agitation and the attitude of the 
Government towards it. He impressed upon the audience that it would not do for the people of Bengal to cry for 
Self-Government if they continue to be bound and led as they had been for ages past by false ideals of society, 
religion and morality and sacrificed truth and right at the alter of those ideals. 

 

Q) Critically examine the debilitating effect of colonialism on the Indian economy. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Ans – 

The Indian economy, and the impact of colonialism upon it, has garnered a lot of interest in the course of study of 
India’s history. Eminent men in history, like Dadabhai Naoroji, R.C Dutt, had written extensively upon the nature of 
such an impact. Colonizers left Indian economy impoverished and exploited natural and human resources in India as 
much as possible. They left Indian economy with problems such as Unemployment, Poverty, Illiteracy, etc., which are 
so prevalent even today that we are still struggling to reduce their severity. 

Devastating effect on Colonialism on Indian Economy 

 De-Industrialization: Industries provide a nation with self sufficiency, employment opportunities and export 
capability. Britishers de-industrialized India and used raw material in India to feed industries in London. Indian 
textile industries were made to shut down as they were unable to compete with low cost machine made cloths 
of Britain. No attention was paid towards the growth of the domestic manufacturing sector. 

 Unemployment: Huge number of handloom weavers got unemployed and turned towards agriculture which is 
already facing problems such as frequent famines and huge taxes imposed by Britishers. Stress on Agriculture 
increased and disguise unemployment became point of concern. Craftsmen, artists lost patronage and were 
deprived of their work. 

 Poverty: Drain of wealth as propounded by Dadabhai Naoroji, from India to London in the form of salaries, raw 
material and human resource to other colonies of Britishers. This archaic measures and policies made Indian 
people poor and per capita income deteriorated. 

 Illiteracy: Education is vital to make progress but Colonizers had made no efforts to educate the masses and 
instead they used education as a medium to claim western superiority over eastern people. 

However, certain positive impacts observed – 

 Introduction of modern methods of capitalist production, banking, manufacturing, metallurgy. 

 Construction of railways and roadways on an extensive scale, introduction of telegraph, etc. that promoted 
economic connectivity.  

 For the agricultural sector, commercial plantations of tea and coffee proved to be major export revenue earners. 

Conclusion – 

The Indian economy, and the stagnation imposed upon it by British colonialism through its discriminatory and 
protective policies, did cause immense distress during the period of British rule. But, at the same time, the new 
economic principles, methods of financial administration through the system of annual budgeting, and the path 
towards future industrialization, came in handy after India achieved independence from colonial rule. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
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Q) Why did Balgangadhar Tilak give unprecedented public face to Ganesh festival which 

was hitherto celebrated privately in Indian homes? Also comment on ecological 

implications of Ganesh festival. (200 Words) 

Reference 

Ans – 

Towards the end of 19th century, nationalistic revivalism and Hindu reformist movements were closely related to each 
other. Also, secular ideology was not known as an institutionalized nation-uniting force. It was in this background that 
religious movements were used to unite people from rich to the poor, from upper to the lower caste, from North to 
the South India and from Hindi speakers to the Marathi speakers. Ganesh Utsav was also envisioned with the said 
intention. 

The purpose of this religious celebration was: 

1. To unite people – 

 a platform for Hindus to unite regardless of internal differences and to revive the Hindu pride. 

 Tilak noticed that Lord Ganesha was considered ‘ the God for every man’ as Ganesha was worshipped by both 
upper and lower castes, hence it bridges the gap. 

2. To promote nationalism – 

 a medium to ensure political awareness among masses on the sidelines of religious celebrations. 

 to promote anti-colonial sentiments. 

3. To challenge British hegemony – 

 It allowed free gathering of Indian people thus acted as a source of national integration. 

 It gave jolt to the hegemony of Britishers as social and political gatherings were banned by them. 

Almost a century later, the event is still celebrated with passion and excitement. Yet, some ecological concerns have 
come up due to the practice of large scale idol immersion in the water bodies, with following implications: 

1. Water-pollution – 

 Non-biodegradable materials used in idol making like plastics, synthetic dyes, PoP, etc. pollute the water 
bodies. Central Pollution Control Board reports that the annual immersion of Ganesh idols has significantly 
increased the content of iron, copper, mercury, chromium and acid in water surrounding Mumbai and other 
western Indian towns.  

 threat to the water life e.g. mercury poisoning in fishes. 

 food-chain getting disturbed. 

2. Noise-pollution – 

 Use of loud-speakers, drums, etc. 

3. Air-pollution – 

 Traffic congestion and pollution seen in Mumbai and other big cities. 

Way forward – 

The festival should be celebrated in eco-friendly manner to reduce it’s ecological impact. This breed of water pollution 
can be addressed through effective and widespread grassroots action. It is not so much a question of changing written 
policies and laws, but more one of challenging individual attitudes and societal norms. A more effective solution may 
be to marry legislation with well-crafted public awareness efforts. The policy actions like banning the use of harmful 
materials like PoP for idol-making and subsidizing clay-idols, natural dyes, etc. will take this festival to its organic roots. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions 

from different parts of the country. 

Q) Discuss the significance of 1942 Quit India Movement. Also write a critical note on its 

cultural legacy. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Government has launched a mega campaign ’Sankalp se Siddhi’ on the 75th anniversary of Quit India movement to 
resolve, to come together, to persevere and work together in making of a new India. 

The Quit India movement of 1942 was without a doubt one of the most important mass movements in the history of 
India’s freedom struggle. The motto of making the British quit India once it for all, and the enduring strength of the 
participants in the movement, changed the course of history for the period 1942-1947. 

The significance of the movement can be highlighted as follows:  

1. The movement was carried forward without the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, or any other leader, all of whom 
were jailed on its commencement. 

2. All sections of people participated in huge numbers. 

3. Decentralized command was the prime significance of this movement. 

4. The British began to seriously think about the issue of Indian independence after seeing the upsurge among the 
masses. It changed the nature of political negotiations with British empire in 1940s which ultimately paved the 
way of India’s independence. 

5. The slogan of ‘Do or Die’ remains the most Krantikari slogan to this day. 

6. It is also a symbol of political betrayal. Muslim League, Hindu Mahasabha, Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh (RSS) 
and even the undivided Communist party opposed Gandhi as well as his call for complete civil disobedience. 

However, some of the drawbacks were: 

1. Use of violent methods by the volunteers and participants. 

2. The movement was crushed in a relatively short period of time by the British. 

3. Lack of leadership did not lead to well-coordinated guidance and progress of the movement, with the intensity 
restricted to a few pockets. 

The cultural legacy of the movement: 

1. The symbolism conferred upon the India Gate, where the volunteers and supporters of the movement had 
launched a vigorous agitation and protest against the British. 

2. Huge collections of literature (songs, poems, etc.) were created in Hindi as well as in regional languages. 

3. Patriotism penetrated every nook and corner of India. It actually became an attribute to the socio-cultural identity 
of India. 

Despite its importance during freedom struggle, its cultural legacy in post-independent India is diluted which can be 
observed due to controversies of: 

1. Renaming of India Gate: In 1992, the then government accepted the demand of All India freedom Fighter 
Association (AIFFA) to rename India gate as ‘August Kranti Park’. 

2. Placing a Gandhi Statue: Debate around placing Gandhi statue in the central vista of New Delhi opposite to India 
Gate. 

3. Issuing the One rupee coin that was started in 1992 in honor of freedom fighters. It is not in use. 

However, the celebration of the golden jubilee of the movement in 1992, which had political overtones, and the 
constant struggle among the political parties to appropriate the credit truly deserved by the freedom fighters, is not 
exactly a cultural legacy we would like to preserve. To commemorate the spirit of the movement in true sense, we 
must focus on people’s imagination of freedom struggle and national dignity. 
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Q) Which events led to partition of India? Do you think wounds of partition have healed 

after 70 years of independence? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Ans – 

The partition of British India, into India and Pakistan, is one of those moments that would remain etched in history 
forever. The division of India into two, engineered by the British, was due to a number of events, which had taken 
place over the span of a couple of decades before that. 

Some of the incidents culminating into partition : 

1. A feeling of religious and cultural exclusion: 

 When the religion took greater pride than other paradigms. For example: cow protection movement in 1840s, 
shuddhi movement. 

 Religion centric festivals such as Ganpati Festival in Maharashtra 

 Aligarh Movement 

2. Institutional mechanisms introduced by the British: 

 Partition of Bengal, 1905 by Lord Curzon 

 Separate electorates in Morley-Minto reforms, 1909 

 A recognition to League’s idea of separation in Shimla Agreement and by the Cabinet Mission 

3. Domestic political factors: 

 Propaganda of separation by Muslim League and a general feeling of apathy for Muslims by Congress. 

 The rise of Muhammad Ali Jinnah, especially after 1930. 

 The provincial elections of 1937. 

 Rejection of the Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946, and the call for ”Direct Action” by Muhammad Ali Jinnah on 16th 
August, 1946. 

The wounds have been healed partially and we as a nation, have learned to embrace them with grace. 
Indian constitution adopted the ideal of secularism, liberty, equality and fraternity. Prominent posts in Indian polity 
are inclusive of all religions. The political affairs are no longer based on religion to that extent, but more on socio-
economic and developmental needs. Acceptance of partition and recognising sacrifices during partition such as by 
establishing Partition Museum in Amritsar. In India, more than partition, the spirit of independence is celebrated. 

However, the wounds still persist to some extent, because of the following reasons: 

1. The bad blood between Hindus and Muslims, which spills out in the form of communal riots, social ostracization, 
and discriminatory treatment, on both the sides. 

2. The persistent dispute concerning Jammu and Kashmir acts as a constant reminder. 

3. The belligerent attitude of Pakistan, and its very existence, also acts as a source at times. 

Many thousands perished upon the birth of an independent India and Pakistan. We were out of the prison of 
colonialism, only to enter the prison again of regionalism, communalism and ultra-secularism, through another door. 
We need to strive against this domination as well 
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Q) What were the features of Montagu–Chelmsford Reforms? How was it received in India? 

Examine. (200 Words)  

The Hindu 

Ans – 

Introduction – 

 In line with the government policy contained in Montagu’s statement (August 1917), the Government announced 
further constitutional reforms in July 1918, known as Montagu- Chelmsford or Montford Reforms. 

 The Montagu–Chelmsford Reforms were reforms introduced by the British Government in India to introduce self-
governing institutions gradually to India. The reforms take their name from Edwin Samuel Montagu, the Secretary 
of State for India during the latter parts of World War I and Lord Chelmsford, Viceroy of India between 1916 and 
1921. 

 The reforms were outlined in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report prepared in 1918 and formed the basis of the 
Government of India Act 1919. 

The main features of the Montford Reforms – 

(1) Provincial Government—Introduction of Dyarchy: 

(a) Executive: 

1. Dyarchy, i.e., rule of two—executive councillors and popular ministers—was introduced. The governor was to be 
the executive head in the province. 

2. Subjects were divided into two lists: “reserved” which included subjects such as law and order, finance, land 
revenue, irrigation, etc., and “transferred” subjects such as education, health, local government, industry, 
agriculture, excise, etc. 

3. The “reserved” subjects were to be administered by the governor through his executive council of bureaucrats, 
and the “transferred” subjects were to be administered by ministers nominated from among the elected 
members of the legislative council. 

4. The ministers were to be responsible to the legislature and had to resign if a no-confidence motion was passed 
against them by the legislature, while the executive councilors were not to be responsible to the legislature. 

5. In case of failure of constitutional machinery in the province the governor could take over the administration of 
“transferred” subjects also. 

6. The secretary of state and the governor-general could interfere in respect of “reserved” subjects while in respect 
of the “transferred” subjects; the scope for their interference was restricted. 

(b) Legislature: 

1. Provincial Legislative Councils were further expanded—70% of the members were to be elected. 

2. The system of communal and class electorates was further consolidated. 

3. Women were also given the right to vote. 

4. The Legislative Councils could initiate legislation but the governor’s assent was required. The governor could veto 
bills and issue ordinances. 

5. The Legislative Councils could reject the budget but the governor could restore it, if necessary. 

6. The legislators enjoyed freedom of speech. 

(2) Central Government—Still Without Responsible Government: 

(a) Executive: 

1. The governor-general was to be the chief executive authority. 

2. There were to be two lists for administration– central and provincial. 

3. In the viceroy’s executive council of 8, three were to be Indians. 
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4. The governor-general retained full control over the “reserved” subjects in the provinces. 

5. The governor-general could restore cuts in grants, certify bills rejected by the Central Legislature,summon, 
prorogue, dissolve the Chambers, and issue ordinances. 

(b) Legislature: 

1. A bicameral arrangement was introduced. The lower house or Central Legislative Assembly would consist of 144 
members (41 nominated and 103 elected—52 General, 30 Muslims, 2 Sikhs, 20 Special) and the upper house or 
Council of State would have 60 members (26 nominated and 34 elected—20 General, 10 Muslims, 3 Europeans 
and 1 Sikh). 

2. The Council of State had tenure of 5 years and had only male members, while the Central Legislative Assembly 
had tenure of 3 years. 

3. The legislators could ask questions and supplementaries pass adjournment motions and vote a part of the budget, 
but 75% of the budget was still not votable. 

4. Some Indians found their way into important committees including finance. 

 The secretary of state would control affairs relating to Government of India 

 In 1921 another change recommended by the report was carried out when elected local councils were set up in 
rural areas, and during the 1920s urban municipal corporations were made more democratic and “Indianized. 

(3) Review: 

 The Montagu-Chelmsford report stated that there should be a review after 10 years. 

 Sir John Simon headed the committee (Simon Commission) responsible for the review which recommended 
further constitutional change. 

 Three round table conferences were held in London in 1930, 1931 and 1932 with representation of the major 
interests. Gandhi attended the 1931 round table after negotiations with the British Government. The major 
disagreement between Congress and the British was separate electorates for each community which Congress 
opposed but which were retained in Ramsay MacDonald’s Communal Award. 

 A new Government of India Act 1935 was passed continuing the move towards self-government first made in the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Report. 

Drawbacks – 

1. Franchise was very limited. 

2. At the centre, the legislature had no control over the governor-general and his executive council. 

3. Division of subjects was not satisfactory at the centre. 

4. Allocation of seats for Central Legislature to provinces was based on ‘importance’ of provinces for instance, 
Punjab’s military importance and Bombay’s commercial importance. 

5. At the level of provinces, division of subjects and parallel administration of two parts i.e. Dyarchy was irrational 
and hence unworkable. 

6. The provincial ministers had no control over finances and over the bureaucrats, leading to constant friction 
between the two. Ministers were often not consulted on important matters too; in fact, they could be overruled 
by the governor on any matter that the latter considered special. 

7. On the home government (in Britain) front, the Government of India Act, 1919 made an important change the 
secretary of state was henceforth to be paid out of the British exchequer. 

8. While, on the one hand, the Government dangled the carrot of constitutional reforms, on the other hand, it 
decided to arm itself with extraordinary powers to suppress any discordant voices against the reforms. In March 
1919, it passed the Rowlatt Act even though every single Indian member of the Central Legislative Council 
opposed it. This Act authorised the Government to imprison any person without trial and conviction in a court of 
law, thus enabling the Government to suspend the right of habeas corpus which had been the foundation of civil 
liberties in Britain. 
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Reception in India – 

 The Congress met in a special session in August 1918 at Bombay under Hasan Imam’s presidency and declared 
the reforms to be “disappointing” and “unsatisfactory” and demanded effective self-government instead. 

 The 1919 reforms did not satisfy political demands in India. The British repressed opposition, and restrictions on 
the press and on movement were re-enacted in the Rowlatt Acts introduced in 1919. These measures were 
rammed through the Legislative Council with the unanimous opposition of the Indian members. Several members 
of the council including Jinnah resigned in protest. These measures were widely seen throughout India of the 
betrayal of strong support given by the population for the British war effort. 

 Gandhi launched a nationwide protest against the Rowlatt Acts with the strongest level of protest in the Punjab. 
An apparently unwitting example of violation of rules against the gathering of people led to the massacre at 
Jalianwala Bagh in Amritsar in April 1919. This tragedy galvanised such political leaders as Nehru and Gandhi and 
the masses who followed them to press for further action. Montagu ordered an inquiry into the events at Amritsar 
by Lord Hunter. The Hunter Inquiry recommended that General Dyer, who commanded the troops, be dismissed, 
leading to Dyer’s sacking. Many British citizens supported Dyer, whom they considered had not received fair 
treatment from the Hunter Inquiry. 

 

Q) Write a note on Dr Ambedkar’s ideas about religion. (200 Words) 

EPW 

For Ambedkar, a religion that is pleasant to follow may be accompanied by social collapse. A religion that may be 
unpleasant to follow may even have positive results in national growth and excellence. Indeed, the practical structure 
of any religion is such that one is born into it, or in some cases one accepts it willingly. Once accepted, its principles, 
rules and regulations apply without any individual choice in the matter. 

 Ambedkar saw religion not as a means to spiritual salvation of individual souls, but as a ‘social doctrine’ for 
establishing the righteous relations between man and man. His philosophy of religion does not mean either 
theology or religion. 

 B.R. Ambedkar was a great National Leader who made an outstanding contribution towards making of the 
constitution of India. Dr. Ambedkar was a religious man but did not want hypocrisy in the name of religion. 

 To him religion was morality and it should effect the life of each individual his character, actions, reactions likes 
and dislikes. He experienced the bitterness of caste system in Hindus & criticized it. 

 He renounced Hinduism and embraced Buddhism as a religious solution to the problems of untouchables. 

 Ambedkar rejected Islam, Sikhism and Christianity and preferred Buddhism because of two reasons. Firstly, 
Buddhism has its roots in the Indian soil and secondly, it is the religion of ethics, morality and learning which has 
no place for caste system. 

 Ambedkar’s argument is entirely political—that the Hindu religion cannot produce a unified society. A society 
that is not unified cannot function. It will be mired in mediocrity. Therefore, a society must be driven by a 
coherent and progressive religion. 

 Ambedkar opens out the problem of social reform to the issues of massive social dysfunction, and the possibility 
of retrieval, repair and recovery. This is why Ambedkar put all his positive critical energy into engaging with and 
productively challenging the social reformists. 

 Ambedkar’s ethical principles are not based on an individual’s inner sense or moral autonomy. These are also not 
based on any transcendent being’s authority (like that of a god). These principles are based on socially prescribed 
guidelines for action. 

 Ambedkar’s concept of a religious principle is structurally unlike: 

 An ethical axiom which has no concept of a secular punishment attached to it 

 A law that forbids something and the non-compliance of which the state punishes, but has no positive directions 
that must be followed 

 A prohibited sin which results in punishment in another world or upon rebirth 
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 A good deed that is ordained to be followed unreflectively for religious credit. 

The Ambedkar was very progressive person who sought to have equality within religion through Hindu code bill and 
gender equality. He placed his views at cost of seat in Indian parliament. 
 

Q) Which events led to killing of Mahatma Gandhiji? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

 Ans – 

Gandhiji was assassinated in 1948 by a Hindu extremist, Nathuram Godse, who had revealed the cause of his actions 
being following events – 

1. Gandhiji’s endorsement of the Rajaji’s formula which had submitted to Jinnah’s demand for partition of India; 

2. Gandhiji’s call for greater financial support for the newly-found state of Pakistan; 

3. Communal flares that engulfed India and the perspective developed by Communal parties highlighting the 
victimization of their own community alone; 

4. The scars of violencedivided the two religions, Gandhiji’s efforts to fill this void were looked upon with suspicion. 

5. For the ethnic Muslims, Gandhiji was a Hindu leader who opposed the creation of Pakistan on sectarian grounds. 
Ethnic Hindus looked upon him as an impediment to their plan to revenge the atrocities on Hindus. Godse was a 
child of this extremist thinking. 

6. Gandhiji’s support for a democratic, secular state instead of a theocratic Hindu state; 

7. Gandhiji’s idea of Harijan upliftment was not very welcome to upper caste right wing groups. Further, Gandhiji 
asked upper caste groups to do penance for “historical” injustices caused to untouchables. This irked such groups. 

All these events led to culmination of religious fanaticism and his killing. However, clearly, the assassin and his groups 
lacked an understanding of a Gandhian vision – 

1. Gandhiji’s endorsement of Rajaji formula was an option among non-options presented to him by AIML as a 
condition for their support for India’s independence movement; 

2. While endorsing greater financial support to Pakistan, Gandhiji wanted to minimise any future clash between 
India and Pakistan in the name of injustice. He wanted a Pakistan that develops parallel to India than depending 
on India.  

3. Gandhiji was aware of the problems in a theocratic state – such as majoritarianism, intolerance, partial state 
machinery etc. 

4. Gandhiji was ideologically critical of violence, leave alone communal, and never took sides. 

So, the assassination was done without getting into the reasons of the Gandhian stand. It was a sheer fanaticism to 
promote majoritarianism and a supremacist ideology founded on arrogance. 
 

Q) Discuss the contributions made by Mrs Annie Besant to India’s struggle for 

independence. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Indian history is rich of the contributions of many European and American women who played a vital role in the 
important religious movements. Annie Besant is thus a significant figure in this context. She was a prominent 
Theosophist and women’s rights activist who was born on October 1 1847. 

She was a British socialist, theosophist, women’s rights activist, writer and orator and supporter of Irish and Indian 
self-rule. Annie Besant always fought for the causes she thought were right, relating to freedom of thought, women’s 
rights, secularism, birth control and workers’ rights. She became involved in politics in India, joining the Indian National 
Congress. When World War I broke out in 1914, she helped launch the Home Rule League to campaign for democracy 
in India and dominion status within the Empire. 
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Annie had made noteworthy contributions to the Indian society by setting up a new school for boys at Varanasi: the 
Central Hindu College. The school aimed at building a new leadership for India. They spend their lives as monks and 
devoted a long time in prayer. The boys were trained at studying the Hindu scriptures along with modern science. 
Finally, Annie and fellow trustees of the Central Hindu College agreed to Government of India’s precondition that the 
college should become a part of the new University. Thus, the Banaras Hindu University started functioning from 1st 
October 1917 with the Central Hindu College as its first constituent college. 

Bala Gangadhara Tilak formed Home Rule League in Mumbai in 1916. Mrs. Annie Besant, an Irish lady, was associated 
with Theosophical society at Adyar. Gradually she involved herself in Indian National Movement. She also started a 
Home Rule League in Chennai. The Leagues carried on propaganda in favour of Home Rule Movement of Self 
Government of Indians. 

Dr. Annie Besant created tremendous enthusiasm among people by her speeches and writings. Her paper New India 
was banked. Both the leaders Tilak and Annie Besant were arrested. It was at that time the famous August Declaration 
of Montague was announced in 1917. 

Her arrest also gave a chance to work the Indians together for an achievable goal. Annie Besant thus provided her 
support for the betterment of the country. Living her impact, she died on September 20th 1933 in Adyar, India. 
 

Topic: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

Q) Discuss the evolution and major trends in the Naxalbari movement. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- 

 

Naxalite are basically the followers of Maoists political sentiments and ideology, they refers to the various militant 
communists groups operating in different parts of India under the name of different organization. 

 The naxalite movement was first initiated in small village of West Bengal, where a section of Communist Party of 
India(Maoists) (CPM) led by Kanu Sanyal and Jangal Santhal initiated a violent uprising in 1967. 

 Naxal or Naxalite has no meaning as such, but the word Naxalite is derived from the name of village Naxalbari in 
West Bengal where the Naxalite movement was initiated . This uprising was against the landlords and aims at 
distribution of land to the landless poor people. 

 So initially Naxalite movement was for landless tribes and gain much support among them. The Naxalite 
movement first concentrated on West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh but declined due some reasons like: state 
force, land reforms by Government, splits within the Naxalites and many others. 
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 The movement didn’t ends here, parts of the maoists cadre which remained intact in earlier phase, started there 
political operations in new districts, especially in forested areas, where people were exploited by the contractors, 
local politician and local bureaucrats. These factors provided fuel to the expansion of Naxalite movement. 

 Maoists groups like People’s War Group ( PWG), Maoists Communists Center (MCC), The Red Flag and others 
arose again and spread in the tribal areas. These groups came together in September 2004 to form The 
Communists Party of India (Maoists).The Naxal infected areas as the Indian Government calls them falls under 
fifth Schedule area that have special status in Constitution for the purpose of preserving tribal existence. 

 The Government claims that almost one fourth of the 600 district in 12 Indian states consisting of 7,000 villages 
and 19% of the Indian forests are “extremism affected “. This could be considered as one of the reason, though 
not much influencing, for the stronghold of Naxal ideology and movement in India. Between 2005 and 2008, there 
has been a threefold increase in Maoists’ armed cadres. 

 They mainly get support from the tribal, Dalits , the poorest and most deprived section of the Indian people who 
face economic, social and political exclusion, denial of justice, unresolved land disputes, non- payments 
of minimum wages, eviction from their land on account of mining and other projects, attacks from the upper 
castes, contractor lobbies, etc. Reports show that violence against them is increasing resulting in the 
strengthening of this movement. 

 The areas where Government is unable to perform or is absent, are main targets of Maoists and this non 
functionality of government is evident from the poor condition of schools and primary health centers. Earlier 
Maoists used the voids created by government to establish their alternate system of power, and now the 
condition has become so worse that they are not providing any space to government for carrying out 
development activities. Hence they are exploiting the gap between government and people to spread their 
movement and not allowing government to fill those gaps while people are resilient by force not by choice. 

TIMELINE 

 1964 

o CPM splits from united CPI and decides to participate in elections, postponing armed struggle over 
revolutionary policies to a day when revolutionary situation prevailed in the country. 

 1965-66 

o Communist leader Charu Majumdar wrote various articles based on Marx-Lenin-Mao thought during 
the period, which later came to be known as ‘Historic Eight Documents’ and formed the basis of 
naxalite movement. 

o First civil liberties organisation was formed with Telugu poet Sri Sri as president following mass arrests 
of communists during Indo-China war. 

 1967 

o CPM participates in polls and forms a coalition United Front government in West Bengal with Bangla 
Congress. This leads to schism in the party with younger cadres, including the “visionary” Charu 
Majumdar, accusing CPM of betraying the revolution. 

o Naxalbari Uprising (25th May): The rebel cadres led by Charu Majumdar launch a peasants’ uprising 
at Naxalbari in Darjeeling district of West Bengal after a tribal youth, who had a judicial order to plough 
his land, was attacked by “goons” of local landlords on March 2. Tribals retaliated and started 
forcefully capturing back their lands. The CPI (M)-led United Front government cracked down on the 
uprising and in 72 days of the “rebellion” a police sub-inspector and nine tribals were killed. The 
Congress govt at the Centre supported the crackdown. The incident echoed throughout India and 
naxalism was born. 

 1971 

o In the background of Bangladesh war, the Army tries to crush the ultra-left movement in West Bengal. 
Uprising in Birbhum marks the high point of this year. 

• Art Lovers change its name to Jana Natya Mandali (JNM) late this year. It joins Communists and start 
propagating revolutionary ideas through its songs, dances and plays. It functioned legally till 1984. 
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 1972 

o July: Charu Majumdar is arrested in Calcutta on July 16. He dies in Lal Bazar police lock-up on July 28. 
Revolutionary struggle suffers serious debacle. CPI (ML)’s central authority collapses. 

 1973 

o Fresh guerrilla struggles backed by mass activism emerge in parts of central Bihar and Telangana, now 
a part of Andhra Pradesh. 

 1980 

o April 22: Kondapalli Seetharamaiah forms the Peoples War Group in Andhra Pradesh. He discards total 
annihilation of “class enemies” as the only form of struggle and stresses on floating mass 
organisations. 

• Mass peasant movement spreads in Central Bihar. 

 1981 

o CPI (ML) organises a unity meet of 13 Marxist-Leninist factions in a bid to form a single formation to 
act as the leading core of the proposed Democratic Front. However, the unity moved failed. The M-L 
movement begins to polarise between the Marxist-Leninist line of CPI (ML) (Liberation) and the line 
of CPI (ML) (People’s War). 

• First state level rally is held in Patna under the banner of Bihar Pradesh Kisan Sabha beginning a new 
phase of mass political activism in the state. 

 1982 - Indian people front formed. 

 1994 

o Indian people front disbanded and election commission recognised CPI(ML) as a political outfit which 
adopted moderate stand and participated in election. 

 2004 

o People’s war group and moist communist centre merged and formed CPI (moist). They completely 
rejected idea of parliamentary democracy. 

 

Q) What were the geopolitical consequences of India’s partition, especially vis a vis China? 

Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

While the bloody history of India’s division invites unanimous regret and condemnation, retrospective views are 
divided. Indian views of partition are diverse with intellectuals from the left and right engaged in what are often zero-
sum reflections. 

The geopolitical consequences of partition can be analysed in following manner: 

1. In the early decades after Partition, China seemed relatively marginal to South Asian geopolitics. India’s energies 
were focused on opposing the Anglo-American co-option of Pakistan into the Cold War alliance system and the 
supply of Western arms to the Pakistan military. 

2. The identity of India was created after the partition that was taken into consideration with varied understanding 
at various paces of time. 

3. After partition, India took a very specific ideological stance through Panchasheel and peaceful cooperation which 
was not taken by China in required spirit. 

4. Chinas growing economic resources, military capabilities and political influence have dramatically improved 
Beijing’s ability to exploit India’s difficulties with its smaller neighbours as well. 

5. In terms of trade and other economic relationship , china has played a dominant role and got the benefit 

6. The china opted for cooperative relations with Pakistan and gave upper hand to Pak relationship over Indian. 
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In contemporary context India need a very pragmatic foreign policy approach in order to counter the challenges placed 
by China. 
 

Topic:  History of the world will include events from 18th century  

Q) In your opinion, which factors pushed North Korea to go nuclear? Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The North Korea has always been in the global discourse due to its policy of using nuclear stockpile for threatening the 
global leaders. The every new leader of this small nation, though found irrational by world community, has historically 
used theory of Brinkmanship to bring negotiations to the table. 

Brinkmanship (also brinksmanship) is the practice of trying to achieve an advantageous outcome by pushing dangerous 
events to the brink of active conflict. It occurs in international politics, foreign policy, labour relations, and (in 
contemporary settings) military strategy involving the threat of nuclear weapons, and high-stakes litigation. This 
maneuver of pushing a situation with the opponent to the brink succeeds by forcing the opponent to back down and 
make concessions. This might be achieved through diplomatic maneuvers by creating the impression that one is willing 
to use extreme methods rather than concede. 

North Korea’s threats 

 North Korea has frequently employed bellicose rhetoric towards its perceived enemies. 

 In 1994 South Koreans stocked up on essentials in panic after a threat by a North Korean negotiator to turn Seoul 
into “a sea of fire” – one which has been repeated several times since. 

 After US President George W Bush labeled it part of the “axis of evil” in 2002, Pyongyang said it would “mercilessly 
wipe out the aggressors”. 

 In June 2012 the army warned that artillery was aimed at seven South Korean media groups and threatened a 
“merciless sacred war”. 

The probable reasons for such policy can be: 

1. The small nation north Korea finds its very core strength in the nuclear stockpiles and its power to bend the other 
mighty world powers. 

2. Adopting a two-pronged strategy, North Korea fast-tracked its missile and nuclear programmes and expressed a 
willingness to negotiate with other nations in the world. 

3. North Korea has resisted against the US hegemony by portraying its nuclear strengths. 

4. The hard sanctions on North Korea are damaging its economy. The continuous policy of sanctions has alienated 
this nation, making it inclined towards hard policy options such as brinkmanship. 

5. One of the reason putforthes by analysts ids the doctorial regime in this nation. The lack of people say in state 
affairs has allowed a small group of people to take decisions. 

6. Since the Korean War ended, Pyongyang has repeatedly shown its ability to strike neighbours and foreign 
interests in the region, often in response to what it sees as provocation. 

7. North Korea wants to be recognised as a legitimate nuclear state by the US and establish diplomatic relations 
with the US. Constantly reminding the world and especially the US of their nuclear and missile capabilities is part 
of their regime survival calculations. 

The North Korean nuclear crisis is the threat to global peace as it may lead to the irrevocable damages in case of strike. 
The failure of world community to diplomatically solve the Korean peninsula crisis has led us this stage of nuclear 
deterrence getting at the center stage of foreign policy of autocratic country. The bilateral dialogues, demilitarization 
of the area and inclusion of small nations in world representation can calm the tensions rising in Korean region. 
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Q) Examine the roots of racism in the United States and reasons why it still persists today. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 Ans – 

Introduction – 

The recent spurt in instances of racial intolerance and hatred in USA, especially when the scenario was marked by the 
tenets of peace and harmony about a decade ago, is something that needs a deeper introspection. 

United States of America is a country of immigrants. It is a melting pot of various ethnicities like Hispanics and Latin 
Americans, European descendants, native Americans etc. Presence of various cultures, lifestyles, traditions have led 
to differences and rise of racism. 

Roots of Racism – 

 Arrival of British Colonialism led to suppression, oppression and immigrants from Africa and inequalities resulting 
in threat to native identities. 

 The legacy of the American civil war, which had divided the country on the question of legitimacy of slavery. Slave 
trade increased during colonial period and sense of superiority arose among masters. 

 Northern states with relative prosperity looked down Southern states during American Revolution period. 
Cultural differences made few communities treat themselves as superior.  

 Throughout the 19th century, as well as for a significant period in the 20th century, racism and racial 
discrimination was practiced rampantly, and the African-American and the Blacks in USA were systematically 
denied political, social, and economic rights. 

 The history of racist groups such as Ku Klux Klan, and the way they have shaped up the discourse on racism for 
several decades now, through acts of violence, intimidation and bigotry. 

 The progress achieved with regard to social harmony and unity, through the means of the ”Civil Rights 
Movement”, led by Martin Luther King Jr throughout the 1960’s had infuriated the white supremacists. This led 
to their intensification of feelings of hatred and intolerance towards the various minority races. 

 The financial crisis of 2008, and its aftermath, created deep socio-economic divisions. The consequences were 
capitalized upon by the ”White supremacists”, in order to sharpen their verbal and physical attacks against the 
various races, including the immigrants. 

The PEW research center throws light on the facts such as:  

(i) Income disparities – The income of median white household is approximately twice that of median black 
household. 

(ii) Wealth inequalities – The median white household has at least 13 times more wealth than a median black 
household.  

(iii) Wealth accumulation – The majority of country’s wealth accumulates in the hands of white Americans, 
giving them edge in almost every sphere over black Americans.  

Due to the lack of wealth and insufficient income, blacks are lacking in education and therefore in 
employment opportunities.  

The reasons why racism still persists are as follows – 

 The inability of law enforcement agencies so far to tackle such actions stringently. 

 Members within the government machinery have often provided tacit support to the causes of the white 
supremacists. 

 Resorting to Crime and Extortion by poor African-Americans due to lack of social security, basic needs resulting 
in spread of hatred towards them. 

 Cultural prejudices like color of skin, language and lack of Value based education to children. 
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 Since the death-cum-assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, the lack of consolidation among the Blacks, and 
other racial groups to tackle the menace in a united manner has been lacking. 

Conclusion – 

The democratic traditions of USA need to rid itself of this scourge of racism at the earliest. Only then, can the country 
truly claim to be a land of dreams, and inspire its citizens, as well as the immigrants by infusing in them the spirit of 
hope and optimism. 
 

Topic:  Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect 

on the society 

Q) What do you understand by cultural nationalism? What ind of nationalism you would 

like to see among Indians? Justify. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Cultural nationalism is a form of nationalism in which the nation is defined by a shared culture. Intermediate position 
between ethnic nationalism on one hand and civic nationalism on the other. It will focus on a national identity shaped 
by cultural traditions and by language, but not on the concept of common ancestry or race. Such society has a sense 
of cultural pride where ethnically diverse people with common culture and common language live together. 

Cultural Nationalism is one of the oldest form of nationalism which emerged from the writings of German scholars like 
Hegel and motivated people all across the world. In India it was propounded by Aurobindo Ghosh. Cultural Nationalism 
refers to the nationalism that is believed to have existed not due to any political, social contract but due to a shared 
past and cultural affinities. 

India has had a long history which built her unique culture. It’s not any particular culture but unity of diverse cultures 
that shapes Indian identity. It is the peaceful co-existence of different identities that defines Indian nationhood. Hence, 
Indians should have a form of nationalism which ensures: 

1. Inclusive Nationalism instead of enforced cultural nationalism: Rising cow vigilantism, making Yoga compulsory and 
other such decisions are manifestation of enforced cultural nationalism which is harming the inclusive nation building 
process. 

2. Real affection instead of manufactured affection for the state. The law of sedition which penalizes any dissent should 
be removed to ensure freedom of speech and expression and to get rid of manufactured affection. SC clearly said in 
Kedar Nath Singh v the State of Bihar (1962) case that we must allow disaffection to be fully expressed unless it incites 
violence. In S. Rangarajan v P. Jagjivan Ram (1989), SC said that “in a democracy it is not necessary that everyone 
should sing the same song”. 

By ensuring an inclusive nationalism where affection towards the state is true, we can put India on a progressive path. 
 

Q) Is cultural nationalism illiberal? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Ans – 

Cultural nationalism is a form of nationalism in which the nation is defined by a shared culture. It is an intermediate 
position between ethnic nationalism on one hand and civic nationalism on the other. It will, therefore, will focus on 
a national identity shaped by cultural traditions and by language, but not on the concepts of common ancestry or race. 

Cultural nationalism encompasses the feelings of cultural pride that people have in a society. This society is typically 
an ethnically diverse makeup of people who have common cultural beliefs and a common language but not a common 
race or ancestry. An “ethnically diverse” society usually defined as one with multiple ethnic groups that each comprise 
a substantial percentage of the population. These societies thus have a shared culture even when they do not share 
the historically common characteristics of a national group. 

Cultural Nationalism as a concept came up in work of German Philosopher Herder. In India during national movement, 
Aurobindo Ghosh and VD Savarkar were its greatest proponents. 
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Such kind of nationalism can be both liberal as well as illiberal. However, the fine line dividing such different 
approaches to cultural nationalism is to be taken note of at all times. 

It is regarded to be illiberal for the following reasons:  

1. Focus is more on unity in universality-so lesser regard for minority rights. 

2. Members following a particular culture can often expect others to accept their doctrines and philosophy. Their 
aversion towards cultural diversity is often exemplified through the trends of majoritarianism. It can easily take 
violent turns, violence in any form is a blow to freedom and liberty of individuals. 

3. It can reduce the public rhetoric to binary terms i.e. every view can be termed as nationalist or anti nationalist. 

4. Opponents of cultural nationalism are often suppressed, and any kind of dissent is not tolerated if it offends their 
feelings. If misused it can curtail freedom of speech and expression as well. 

5. For a nation-state, the proponents often force the government to make concessions in their policy-making goals, 
in order to accommodate their cultural concerns. 

Extent of it being liberal enough: 

1. Culture is part and parcel of our lives and no one can be totally separated from culture. Cultural nationalism might 
help in inculcating the notion of unity in diversity. 

2. Non-interference in the affairs of other cultures or faiths inculcates the values of tolerance and trust among 
citizens. 

3. It involves greater debate on sensitive topics like nationalism for general public which largely constrain 
themselves with bread and butter issues. It can often be used to infuse the spirit of sacrifice and hard work, for 
the sake of achieving greater goals. 

Conclusion – 

Cultural nationalism is often perceived in negative light because it is largely misused for political gains. But all theories 
of nationalism has an assumption that man is rational enough to seek for what is good for him and applying reason to 
nationalism can bring greater good for both the individual and society. So, blind faith in culture may be harmful but 
logical and pragmatic form of cultural nationalism is conducive. 
 

Topic: Salient features of Indian society 

Q) Critically comment on the views expressed by Deendayal Upadhyay, Dayanand 

Saraswati, Rajgopalachari on caste system and its role in society. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

India has been the country of diverse creeds, castes, culture & languages. Different scholars & philosophers have held 
different views on various matters including the caste system. The opinions of Deendayal Upadhyay, Rajagopalachary 
& Dayanand Saraswati on the caste system have been in the implicit or explicit support of it. 

Deendayal Upadhyay – 

According to him “society is self-born’’ and forms an “organic unity” inherited from a caste-based antiquarian 
arrangement that should not be disturbed: “In our concept of four castes, they are thought of as an analogous to the 
different limbs of Virat-Purusha. These limbs are not only complementary to one another, but even further, there is 
individuality, unity. There is a complete identity of interest, identity of belonging”. Here he refers to the varna system 
as a social model and regrets that it has lost its fluidity with the multiplication of jatis. 

Dayanand Saraswati – 

The founder of the Arya Samaj, was the first Hindu reformer who endeavoured to rehabilitate the Vedic caste system 
by endowing this varnavyavastha with meritocratic dimensions. He maintained that hereditary jatis did not exist in the 
Vedic times but children were placed in different varnas according to their qualities. Through such reasoning, he 
legitimised a hierarchy imbued with anti-individualistic values — once in a varna, a man and a woman remained in it. 
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Rajagopalachary – 

Rajagopalachari claimed that jati (not varna) was “the most important element in the organisation of our society” 
and argued that professional mobility would destabilise the complementarity of social functions at the village-
level, making economic development more difficult. When Dalit members of the Madras Legislative Council 
introduced a Temple Entry Bill in 1938, Rajagopalachari, the Congress chief minister, asked them to withdraw it. 

Conclusion – 

The views of the above persons can be understood by keeping in view the circumstances of that period. But, Sixty 
years later, in spite of the Constitution, democracy and reservations, the hierarchical view of society finds expression 
in the defence of caste and reassertion of categories like pure and impure.  One thing is certain that the bonds of caste 
system need to be loosened in order to create an egalitarian society with today’s changing times. 
 

Q) Why do you think dera’s and ahsrams mushroom and attract huge number of people 

in the Indian society? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Ans – 

“Religion is the opium of masses”.           – Socrates. 

India is a land of diverse cultures and of different faiths. People of different religions sought relief in the different 
religious institutions and systems of faith, since the ancient times. 

However, in recent times there has been a surge in the ashrams and deras because of – 

1. Indian culture and traditions – India and Hindu religion has always been fertile ground for new faiths, spiritual 
cults, heroic religious personalities. 

2. Economic reasons – Philanthropic activities by these ashrams and deras such as free health facilities, education, 
disaster relief facilities, etc. have attracted many people. People stuck in the poverty seek financial support and 
solution in these ashrams. 

3. Blind faith and superstitions – Though majority followers are from poor, illiterate class, educated and well-to-do 
families also follow these self-styled godmen who run these ashrams and deras. Claims of magic, full proof 
solutions to problems attract large number of people. Lack of rational thinking and blind faith, superstitions and 
false propaganda by the disciples of the so called godmen are the real culprits. 

4. Political nexus – These ashrams act as power broker in vote bank politics and muster political support. 

5. Caste-discrimination and search of identity – Human beings strive for identity and being a part of such ashrams 
provide them with an identity and a sense of belonging apart from their ascribed status/identity(especially for 
people from lower castes who form a substantial portion of followers). Lower caste strata join them for separate 
religious identity and to get rid of Dalit stigma. 

6. failure – No regulation by the government on the activities of these institutions while providing them with 
subsidies and special facilities. These institutions fill the gap left by the state—they provide a social security net, 
offer education and healthcare, and foster a sense of safety and belonging that binds individuals and builds 
communities.  

7. Slow judicial system – delay to punish these so-called godmen for criminal offences. 

However, there are many ashrams who are genuine in their mission and work for the upliftment of poor and work for 
the downtrodden. These ashrams promote the feeling of humanity, brotherhood, secularism and mutual happy co-
existence. Some ashrams such as Ramakrishna math, art of living ashram focus on spiritual upliftment, meditation and 
yoga, etc. and has played a pivotal role in changing life-style of people for better. 

Hence, the need of the hour is that the govt. should take pro-active measures to regulate activities of suspected 
ashrams/deras, etc. People should be made aware to take rational decisions and not to follow these godmen blindly. 
Government should look into breaking the politics-religious institution nexus through electoral and governance 
reforms. State must put a check on fraudulent and deceiving ashrams while simultaneously promoting the genuine 
ones without infringing Article 25 providing fundamental right of freedom of religion and practice of any faith. 
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Topic: Role of women 

Q) The Supreme Court on July 27, 2017, in the matter of Rajesh Sharma and Ors v State 

of UP and Anr, delivered a judgment, which the women’s movement has rejected as biased 

against women. Critically comment on this judgement. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction – 

The Supreme Court judgement in Rajesh Sharma and Ors v State of UP and Anr case is in keeping with Section 498A of 
IPC that criminalizes dowry and protects women against violence for the same. The Court has asked for a committee 
under NALSA, composed of local people/leaders/activists to filter the cases and check for their authenticity and 
genuineness prior to making any arrests. 

The significance of the judgement – 

1. The court only meant to prevent the rampant misuse of the law, which otherwise accounts for only around 20% 
conviction. 

2. The court does not touch upon the law at all, rather only provides a procedural guideline prior to conviction. 

3. The law is harsh in its present form, and clearly gender-biased with a lot of presumptions and assumptions against 
the male community. 

4. In cases of failed marriages, divorce, etc. the law is often invoked to blackmail the husband and in laws. 

5. Involvement of civil society in the aid of administration of justice is a good beginning. 

Criticism – 

1. Judgement prejudices and rehabilitates the myths which the women’s movement in India has battled over 
decades. 

2. Reliance only on data from NCRB, which deals with only crime reported , ignoring NFHS 3 data which suggests- 
large number of crimes, violent or non-violent against women ,crimes not reported need to be taken 
cognizance. The judgement has relied upon the data provided by National crime record bureau(NCRB) which does 
not give the clear picture of facts. For instance, NCRB showed that in 2011, 1,14,372 cases were filed but National 
family health survey(NFHS-3) showed that 59 million suffered abuse in some way in the same year. NFHS also 
states that only 2% of the victims go ahead with filing FIR and proceeding with the case and the others hesitate 
due to various family and society conditions. 

3. Increased cases may point to false charges but can also be due to increased awareness. As well as low conviction 
rate can be due to many other reasons like lack of sufficient evidences, settlements, withdrawal due to threats 
or social pressure. 

4. SC had earlier instructed police to investigate thoroughly rather than overzealously arresting, in any case where 
the sentence is less than 7 years. The previous instruction to police was progressive, but latest welfare committee 
step would lead to establishment of parallel justice dispensation system. 

5. The committee would act as a jury of a kind which might be questioned for its level of objective understanding 
of the case; the committee would be akin to village councils/khap panchayats, unless their mandate is clarified 
under law. 

6. The court should have scrutinized the law clause by clause to check for unconstitutional premises within it, as 
there are apparently many. 

7. The judgment can be seen as a case of judicial activism encroaching upon executive’s powers to make rules on a 
law. 

8. Issues of absconding specially by NRI has not been dealt efficiently, 1 month grace period can be exploited by 
them. 

Conclusion – 

While the court worked on a solution, the real problem lies with the laws in India. In many cases, our laws are too 
harsh, or too archaic, or too outdated, or too incompatible or even biased that they need adequate scrutiny keeping 
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in mind constitutional values of social justice and changing times. Further however great a law, its success depends on 
its implementation by the responsible authorities and aware civil society. 
 

Q) “Advancing rights of women farmers can revolutionise the rural ecosystem.” Discuss. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Indian agricultural landscape is fast being feminised. Already, women constitute close to 65 per cent of all agricultural 
workers. An even greater share, 74 per cent of the rural workforce, is female. Despite their hard labour in the field, 
women are not officially counted as farmers, and are either labelled “agricultural labourers” or “cultivators”. This is 
because the government does not recognise as farmers those who do not have a claim to land under their name in 
official records. 

As many as 87 per cent of women do not own their land; only 12.7 per cent of them do. There are two primary reasons 
for the alarmingly low number: 

1. Land being a state subject is not governed by the constitution under a uniform law that applies equally to all 
citizens but rather is governed by personal religious laws, which tend to discriminate against women when it 
comes to land inheritance. 

2. The cultural aspect of the deep-rooted biases that hinder women’s ownership of land in patriarchal societies. 

Providing women with access to secure land will revolutionise the rural ecosystem in following ways: 

1) Women have greater tendency to spend their income for needs of their households, hence better nourishment and 
health indicators for her children. 

2) Land owning mothers also tend to invest more in their children’s education and health. 

3) Economic empowerment, Improved status of women in society especially in rural areas. 

4) With women being owners of land and in a position to make decisions for their families they can prevent 
discrimination against their daughters in family. 

5) Increased awareness regarding their rights, Reduced Domestic Violence. 

Conclusion – 

According to UN, empowering rural women is a prerequisite to fulfill the vision of SDGs that aim to end poverty and 
hunger. Giving land ownership rights to female farmers is important part of empowering rural women. Before aiming 
at the goal of securing women’s land ownership rights, working toward ascertaining security of tenure for tenant 
farmers is a necessary first step. With security of tenure, female farmers should be provided with the three critical 
driving factors — the incentive, the security, as well as the opportunity — to invest in the land they harvest. 
 

Q) Critically comment on the recent Supreme Court judgement in Rajesh Sharma & Ors 

vs State of U.P. & Aanr case. Also comment on changing nature of Section 498A of the 

Indian Penal Code. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Comment on Rajesh Sharma & Ors vs State of U.P. & Aanr case 

 In the recent Rajesh Sharma and Ors v State of UP and Anr, a question had emerged from an appeal made to the 
Supreme Court, as to whether “any directions are called for to prevent the misuse of Section 498A”. A bench, 
comprising justices AK Goel and UU Lalit, declared that among other highly questionable statements, that most 
of these cases (under 498A) are registered in the “heat of the moment” over minor issues. 

 Drawing upon data from the National Crime Record Bureau (NCRB) (2005, 2012, and 2013) which records a low 
conviction rate, the SC drew the conclusion that most cases filed under 498A are “false”. 

 Seeing these arguments, one can logically conclude that the Supreme Court in its verdict has indeed taken away 
from the entire purpose of Section 498A. 
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 Apex court notes that its rulings will not apply to cases involving “tangible physical injuries or death”. This implies 
that harassment, not amounting to physical injury or death can be allowed to slip. 

 The Court said that involvement of civil society in the aid of administration of justice can be one of the steps to 
remedy this situation, apart from the investigating officers and the concerned trial courts being sensitized. 

What Is the Essence of Section 498A? 

The 1961 anti-dowry law sought to protect women from being killed or tortured in their marital homes by greedy 
husbands and in-laws. Passionate advocacy by women’s rights activists resulted in the insertion of Section 498A of the 
Indian Penal Code, making the offence of dowry harassment cognisable and non-bailable, thereby bringing enormous 
relief to women who face virtually insurmountable obstacles in the public space, especially when taking complaints to 
the police or facing long-winded judicial proceedings. 

The definition expands: Whoever, being the husband or the relative of the husband of a woman, subjects such woman 
to cruelty shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years and shall also be liable 
to fine. 

In essence, Section 498A is an anti-cruelty law for women, which also takes into consideration dowry-related 
harassment, but is not restricted to it. The section is defined under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) as the “husband or 
relative of husband of a woman subjecting her to cruelty.” 

A total of 24,771 dowry deaths have occurred in India from 2012 to 2014, averaging more than 20 dowry deaths every 
single day. Thus, Section 498A is not only relevant but also vital for the protection of genuine victims. 

Gradual dilution of section 498A: 

First attempt to dilute Section 498A came from a 2014 judgment of the Supreme Court which mandated a nine-point 
checklist before any arrests could be made under Section 498A. 

In this judgment the SC said that the below mentioned arrangement should be tried for at least 6 months after which 
the National Legal Services Authority will have to submit a report to the Court. 

1. This judgment mandates a family welfare committee in every district to scrutinise dowry harassment cases. The 
police are expected to consider the recommendations of this committee before making any arrest. It is not 
difficult to predict that such committees will operate in mischievous manner in our male-dominated districts. 

2. Investigating Officer: Complaints under Section 498A and other connected offences may be investigated only by 
a designated Investigating Officer of the area. 

3. NRIs: In respect of persons ordinarily residing out of India impounding of passports or issuance of Red Corner 
Notice should not be a routine. 

4. Video Conferencing: Personal appearance of all family members and particularly outstation members may not be 
required and the trial court ought to grant exemption from personal appearance or permit appearance by video 
conferencing without adversely affecting progress of the trial. 

Conclusion: 

The Supreme Court in its verdict has indeed taken away from the entire purpose of Section 498A by clause of 
investigating officer and committees in enquiry procedure. 
 

Q) Write a note on the Hanafi school and its relevance in the debate on triple talaq in India. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

What is Hanafi school of thought? 

The Hanafi School is one of the four religious Sunni Islamic schools of jurisprudence. The other major schools of Sharia 
in Sunni Islam are Maliki, Shafi`i and Hanbali. 

Though the Hanafi School finally came to adopt the mainstream legal methodology and philosophy, it did maintain 
peculiar characteristics such as its emphasis on the practical aspects of the law. Particularly in the first three centuries 
of Islam, its followers, more than any other school, were the chief authors and experts on formularies (shurut), notarial 
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documents, and the profession and conduct of judgeship (adab al-qada). It is distinguished from the other schools 
through its placing less reliance on mass oral traditions as a source of legal knowledge. It also established the principle 
that the universal concurrence of the Ummah (community) of Islam on a point of law, as represented by legal and 
religious scholars, constituted evidence of the will of God. 

What is Triple talaq? 

Triple talaq is the practice under which a Muslim man can divorce his wife by simply uttering “talaq” three times. It is 
prevalent among India’s Muslim community majority of who follow the Hanafi Islamic school of law. 

This mode of divorce is not universal among Muslims across the world, as many other Islamic schools of thought prefer 
the divorce process to be deferred, in many cases over a period of three months. 

Existing Condition on Triple talaq: 

Both the Koran and the Hadith spell out the rights of Muslim women. They also clearly lay down the procedure for 
talaq, a lengthy one which carries enough scope for reconciliation before a complete termination of marriage. 
Measures like arbitration and counseling during this process are also advised to save the marital relations. 

There are some grounds on which talaq can be pronounced but there is a strict procedure laid for it. The process is to 
take several months and, in the meantime, every possible effort has to be made the save the marriage. Many Indian 
Muslim men do not follow this. Neither have clerics or the All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) bothered to 
educate them. Under the circumstances, the only remedy left is scrapping it in its present form so that those who 
violate it are punished. 

Gender justice 

Islam considers marriage as a contract and it has laid down procedures on how to annul it. A woman can seek divorce 
under what is called as “khula”, while the husband can end the marriage by pronouncing talaq thrice, after which 
arbitration is required. 

But activists have highlighted the misuse of instant divorce by men as a reason to ban it. Cases of husbands divorcing 
their wives through text messages and over phones have come to light. 

According to the findings of a BMMA study, more than 90 percent of 4,710 women interviewed wanted a ban on 
unilateral divorce. 

Conclusion 

The Hanafi School is the first of the four orthodox Sunni schools of law. It is distinguished from the other schools 
through its placing less reliance on mass oral traditions as a source of legal knowledge. At the same time, they were 
engaged in teaching activity and did everything in their power to further refine theoretical basis of the Hanafi school 
of thought. The Centre has already told the court that the practice was discriminatory, unconstitutional and against 
gender equality. India has separate sets of personal laws for each religion, governing marriage, divorce and succession. 
While Hindu law overhaul began in the 1950s, activists have long argued that Muslim personal law has remained 
mostly unchanged. 
 

Q) Critically analyse the measures taken by the government to address the issue of 

workplace sexual harassment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

 ‘Sexual harassment’ is any form of unwelcome sexual behaviour that’s offensive, humiliating or intimidating. Most 
importantly, it’s against the law. It is one of the most subtle forms of discrimination. 

The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) defines sexual harassment as “unwelcome sexual advances, 
requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature constitutes sexual harassment when 
submission to or rejection of this conduct explicitly or implicitly affects an individual’s employment, unreasonably 
interferes with an individual’s work performance or creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive work environment.” 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/10/1-critically-analyse-measures-taken-government-address-issue-workplace-sexual-harassment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/10/1-critically-analyse-measures-taken-government-address-issue-workplace-sexual-harassment/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/LuS7ZRiy4ztIs2vqzos2UL/A-long-way-to-go-before-workplaces-are-safe.html


 

www.insightsonindia.com  27 www.insightsias.com  

Measures taken by Govt. – 

1. The govt response to workplace harassment in India rests on two pillars – 

 guidelines issued by SEBI in 2012 according to which companies must file a business responsibility report 
annually that list details of the sexual harassment complaints. 

 sexual harassment at workplace act 20132. Establishment of SHe-box recently to register online complaints of 
harassment.  

2. Instructing corporates and companies to conduct trainings within organizations regarding what constitutes sexual 
harassment and penal provisions. 

3. Awareness campaigns through Media and web portals like MyGov, Ministry of Women and Child Development 
etc against sexual harassment. 

4. Coordinating with international initiatives like CEDAW of UN and HeForShe campaigns. 

The positive aspects are as follows: 

1. Such initiatives have led to greater education and awareness about the seriousness of the issue. Rise in the 
complaints registered. 

2. The creation of internal complaints committees will go a long way in making organizations responsible for 
providing better working conditions for their women personnel and staff.  

3. It will help in better enforcement of the guidelines given in the Vishaka case of 1997. 

4. Legal action can now take place within a stipulated time frame, thus ensuring a chance of obtaining justice quickly 
and effectively. 

However, some of the issues that need to be addressed are: 

1. Large size of the informal sector and lack of personnel might hamper the enforcement of the laws. Sexual 
harassment of female shop-floor workers in the garment industry, Domestic and construction workers is 
prevalent. They have little recourse to institutionalized redressal mechanisms. 

2. ICC-  The Act mandates that employers must constitute a four-member internal complaints committee (ICC) in 
any branch or office that employs more than 10 people of any gender. The ICC must include a member of a non-
governmental organization working for women’s causes—something that may not always be easy due to a 
paucity of such organizations and individuals. The Act also lays the onus for sensitizing employees to sexual 
harassment issues, and creating awareness of redressal mechanisms, on employers. 

3. The issue of greater representation of women in the internal complaints committees has been overlooked. 

4. The attention towards pre-employment education and training to spread awareness could have been addressed 
through relevant acts. 

5. Protection from Bullying and Threatening by perpetrators. 

Way forward – 

Tackling workplace sexual harassment is an ethical imperative; such harassment infringes on an individual’s right to 
freedom of profession and occupation and undercuts the ideals of a modern democracy. And it is an economic 
imperative; getting and retaining more women, who are disproportionately targets of harassment, in the workforce 
has the potential to be a major growth driver. The government has put a suitable law in place, but to monitor its 
implementation and addressing the loopholes is more important. Otherwise, a well-intentioned piece of legislation, 
will lose relevance soon enough. 
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Q) Do you think these is a need to broaden our narrative on sexual violence against women 

in India? Substantiate. (200 Words)  

The Hindu 

The World Health Organization defines violence as: 

“The intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or actual, against oneself, another person, or against a 
group or community, that either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, 
mal-development or deprivation”. 

Violence against women is a worldwide yet still hidden problem. Freedom from the threat of harassment, battering, 
and sexual assault is a concept that most of us have a hard time imagining because violence is such a deep part of our 
cultures and our lives. Violence against women is woven into the fabric of society to such an extent that many of us 
who are victimized feel that we are at fault. Many of those who perpetrate violence feel justified by strong societal 
messages that say that rape, battering, sexual harassment, child abuse, and other forms of violence are acceptable. 

Need to broaden the view as: 

 WHO has declared violence against women both a public health problem and a violation of human rights. 

 It is a global issue that cuts across all geographic, social, cultural and ethnic boundaries. 

 In the broadest sense, violence against women is any violation of a woman’s personhood, mental or physical 
integrity, or freedom of movement through individual acts and societal oppression. It includes all the ways our 
society objectifies and oppresses women. 

 Every form of violence threatens all women and limits our ability to make choices about our lives. Sexual violence 
is particularly insidious because sexual acts are ordinarily and rightly a source of pleasure and communication. 

 It is often unclear to a woman who has been victimized and to society as a whole whether a sexual violation was 
done out of sexual desire or violent intent or whether these motivations are even distinguishable, because 
violence itself has come to be seen as sexual. 

 The effects of violence can remain with women and children for a lifetime, and can pass from one generation to 
another. Studies show that children who have witnessed, or been subjected to, violence are more likely to 
become victims or abusers themselves. 

Legal protection in India: 

According to India’s Constitution, sexual harassment infringes the fundamental right of a woman to gender equality 
under Article 14 of the Constitution of India and her right to life and live with dignity under Article 21 of the 
Constitution. Although there is no specific law against sexual harassment at workplace in India but many provisions in 
other legislations protect against sexual harassment, such as 

Section 294: Obscene acts and songs, to the annoyance of others like: Does any obscene act in any public place or 
sings, recites or utters any obscene song, ballad or words in or near any public place. Punishment imprisonment for a 
term up to 3 months or fine, or both (Cognizable, bailable and triable offense) 

Section 354: Assault or use of criminal force on a woman with intent to outrage her modesty. 2 years imprisonment 
or fine, or both 

Section 376: Rape. Imprisonment for life or 10 years and fine 

Section 510: Uttering any word or making any gesture intended to insult the modesty of a woman. Imprisonment for 
1 year, or fine, or both (Cognizable and bailable offense) 

What can be done? 

 Getting the Evidence: Data on Violence against Women 

 Strengthening Multi-sectorial Services for Survivors 

 Preventing Violence against Women and Girls 

 Strengthening Partnerships 

 improving the knowledge base for ending violence against women 
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Conclusion: 

Sexual Harassment of women is violation of the women’s right. Only few complaint but many of them remain silent 
due to the fear of the society. In this case not only society violates but by remaining silent the victim herself violates 
her right. Even though there are many legislations which helps to prevent such harassment of the women but still they 
are increasing in number specially in the work place and with female child, thus to prevent the crime it is very 
important to change the thinking pattern of the society by treating and giving the women’s and men’s at a equal status. 

In order to protect women’s from such crime it is very important to introduce various programmes in order to protect 
themselves from such sexual harassment in the employment places, in schools, in colleges, in any place by any person 
known, or stranger, to introduce human rights in the syllabus, and to spread the awareness of human rights amongst 
the people, to give teachings of loving kindness, equality and humanity. 
 

Q) A 2015 study by the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry and EY 

suggested that 36% of Indian companies and 25% of multinational corporations in India 

were not compliant with the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, 

Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013. Examine the causes of non-compliance. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction: 

The legislation passed by the Parliament in December, 2013 is the landmark law in gender protection. Together with 
the Criminal Law Amendments to Sections 354A, 354B, 354C & 354D of the Indian Penal Code, (treating harassment 
as criminal offences) Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 
constitute a determined response to meet the challenge of Sexual Harassment of women at the workplace. 

The law today: Positive sides: 

1. The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act retains the essence 
of the Vishaka Guidelines, and expands on its provisions. 

2. It widens the definition of ‘aggrieved woman’ to include all women, irrespective of age and employment status, 
and it covers clients, customers and domestic workers. 

3. It expands ‘workplace’ beyond traditional offices to include all kinds of organisations across sectors, even non-
traditional workplaces (for example those that involve telecommuting) and places visited by employees for work. 

4. It mandates the constitution of the internal complaint committee (ICC) — and states the action to be taken if an 
ICC is not formed — and the filing of an audit report of the number of complaints and action taken at the end of 
the year. 

5. It lists the duties of the employer, like organising regular workshops and awareness programmes to educate 
employees about the Act, and conducting orientation programmes for the members of the ICC. 

6. If the employer fails to constitute an ICC, or does not abide by any other provision, they must pay a fine of up to 
₹50,000. If the offender is a repeat offender, the fine gets doubled. If the employer has been previously convicted 
of an offence under the Act, he shall be convicted for twice the punishment, and the second offence can also lead 
to cancellation or non-renewal of his license. 

7. A Metropolitan Magistrate or a Judicial Magistrate of the first class shall try the offence punishable under the 
Act. 

The reasons for non-compliance of this act can be: 

 The Act does not satisfactorily address accountability. Notably, it does not specify who is in charge of ensuring 
that workplaces comply with the Act, and who can be held responsible if its provisions are not followed. 

 The Act and Rules do not contain any provision to address anonymous complaints and, from a strict reading of 
the Act and the Rules, it appears that a complaint should be made by the victim herself or any other person she 
authorises. However, employers often find that complaints are made anonymously or that the complainant does 
not want to be identified. 
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 It is often difficult to ensure the physical attendance of all members of an ICC for any or all hearings. Employers 
resort to virtual means, such as videoconferencing, to convene meetings of an ICC. With one or more members 
of an ICC attending through videoconference, the meetings can be conducted with ease. While the Act is silent 
on convening of ICC meetings through videoconferencing. 

 The employer is under an obligation to submit an annual report on redressal of complaints of sexual harassment 
to such authorities as may be notified under the Act. Many states have not issued a notification determining the 
authority. 

 There are case laws, including foreign judgments, which emphasise that bringing up the past history or character 
of a woman is an attempt to leverage on prejudices and to make proceedings uncomfortable for the complainant, 
to the extent of her abandoning, withdrawing or settling the complaint. Such incidences are also contributory 
factor in the non-compliance of this law. 

 Despite a comprehensive list of categories of acts defined as sexual harassment, women employees often fail to 
distinguish between whether the unwelcome contact was sexual in nature, or more in the nature of misbehavior 
bordering on exist remark or rude behavior by an uncouth male colleague. 

Conclusion: 

When dealing with these often practical issues where full compliance with the letter of the legislation may either not 
be possible or may result in a situation where the intent of the act is not being served, it would be important for each 
situation to be analysed keeping the intent of the legislature in mind (i.e., a workplace free from sexual harassment) 
and ensuring that the principles of natural justice are served and no person condemned without giving him a fair 
hearing. 
 

Q) In terms of sex ratio and female literacy, Nagaland scores over Haryana. However, in 

terms of political empowerment of women Haryana scores over Nagaland. Discuss the 

reasons. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Issue of female literacy, reservation and sex ratio are the various parameters where in the level of woman 
empowerment can be measured. But there are various other socio political conditions that equally play the critical 
role in these parameters in various states. As asked in the question, it becomes important to note the background of 
the issue in Nagaland and Harayana. 

In Nagaland: 

It’s a conflict between Naga customary laws and the constitutional provisions. Tribal bodies, led by the apex group, 
Naga Ho, say 33 per cent reservation for women would infringe upon Naga customary laws. According to Article 371 
(A), “no Act of Parliament shall apply to Nagaland in relation to religious or social practices of the Nagas, Naga 
customary law and procedure, administration of civil and criminal justice involving decisions according to the Naga 
Customary law, ownership and transfer of land and its resources”. 

It’s is a  direct confrontation between articles 243 (D) — which gives 33 per cent reservation for women — and 371 
(A), which gives special status to the Nagaland State based on distinct political and cultural structure. 

Interestingly, Article 243 (M) gives exception to the reservation policy (spelt out under article 243 (D). 

In Haryana: 

The State amended the State Panchayat Raj Act, even including criteria such as educational qualifications and 
standards for candidates to meet while seeking election to panchayat bodies. Academically, men from the general 
category had to be matriculates, women and Scheduled Caste (SC) candidates had to have passed out of middle school, 
while SC women should have passed standard five. This raised criticism as it disqualified 68% of SC women and 41% 
of SC men. 

Analysis: 

 The above said issue shows that irrespective of patriarchal setup and orthodox institutions such as Khap 
panchayat in Harayana, the political will power can lead the way for egalitarian society through legal measures. 
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 As in case of Nagaland, the protest by woman for political representation indicates towards the rising awareness 
about the political rights in distanced sections of the society. 

 The comparison between two states though not totally rational to do, shows that the political and social 
development should go hand in hand in order to maintain balance in the society. The upsurge of protest in 
Nagaland is clear indication of such possible imbalance that escalates into violence. 

 The variation in two cases highlights the need of society oriented policy for woman empowerment at state level. 
The minute aspects of plans and programs must take into consideration the state level variations in social and 
political conditions. 

The Haryana and Nagaland state are good examples to understand the existing diversity among the various states in 
India in terms of socio economic aspects that creates remarkable impact on woman empowerment. 
 

Q) The urban poor, slum dwellers, and migrants are dispossessed as a result of urban 

restructuring and gentrification. Examine how urbanisation affects women migrants in 

particular. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction: 

Introduction Urbanization is a continuous process. By the year 2008, more than fifty percent of total world population 
was living in urban areas. The process of urbanization is very fast in developing countries. It is projected that by the 
year 2025, more than half of Indian population will be living in urban areas. It has coloured the life and changed the 
civilization. It has led to migration of people from villages to cities. Though it has contributed to better quality of life, 
increased tolerance and better socio-cultural stimulation, at the same time; it has devastated mental health of people 
by heightened social tension, increased conflicts and has caused an increase in overall stress. 

Impact of Urbanization 

Due to urbanization, a lot of changes occur in every individual, family, society as well as the country as a whole. 
Urbanization have both, a positive and a negative impact on the society and on the individual itself. Therefore some 
of the important and authentic impacts of urbanization can be summarized as below: 

1. Change of family dynamics 

2. Increased burden on female members 

3. Immigration 

4. Unemployment 

5. Poverty 

6. Crime 

7. Increased stress 

8. Disturbance of biological rhythm 

9. Stressful life events 

10. Poor social network 

Impact of urbanisation on woman migrants are: 

1. The main chunk of woman migrants is from rural areas to cities due to the marriage. This migration is highest and 
has its own peculiar character. The new comers to cities from rural areas goes under stressful transition that that 
may affect the mental health of many woman. 

2. Nowadays many young girls are migrating to cities in search of better opportunities for education and career. The 
variation in terms of living style between migrants and urban woman remarkably affect their behavior creating a 
sense of self criticism and loss of confidence. 

3. Studies show that illiterate women have a higher propensity to migrate than illiterate men (Singh et al 2016). 
Thus, the emerging labour market seems to be segmented, with women migrants relegated to informal jobs with 
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low pay and little security, for which they require few skills. This shows that cities have become exclusionary; the 
patriarchal pressure to migrate continues, resulting in the increased confinement of women migrants to the 
home. 

4. Women in the city suffer the consequences of being migrants and women, in addition to inherent sociocultural 
prejudices and economic deprivations. Migration adds to the existing baggage of inequality and discrimination. 

5. Migrant women not only face wage discrimination, but also sexual violence and various types of exclusion, such 
as restricted access to the public distribution system for food, to shelter and medical facilities, and may even have 
limited voting rights. 

6. A large proportion of women migrants live in slums, although this proportion varies from city to city. In some 
cases, women are affected more than men migrants in their access to housing, water and sanitation. 

Conclusion: 

Conclusion Urbanization is a continuous process and cannot be stopped. Coming years shall further witness expansion 
of cities and all the associated problems. Rapid urbanization, has stolen the focus of policy makers to invest in the 
cities, keeping the rural development aside, even though a larger chunk of population still reside in the rural areas.49 
This also increases the stress of rural population. A few more might add to the list. The need of the hour is to pause 
and to have a look at the problems that are likely to trouble us the most. Women are the most important pillars of the 
society. In the current society, the social role of a women is quite different from what it is expected from them decades 
back. Expectations have been changed to a greater extent by the process of urbanization which attribute to increasing 
stress. 
 

Q) “The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016, introduced ostensibly to provide a legal 

framework for surrogacy in India, is a regressive legislation that seeks to control women’s 

bodies and reinforces heteronormative notions of what a family is.” Critically comment. 

(200 Words) 

EPW 

Highlights of the Bill 

 Surrogacy is an arrangement whereby an intending couple commissions a surrogate mother to carry their child. 

 The intending couple must be Indian citizens and married for at least five years with at least one of them being 
infertile. The surrogate mother has to be a close relative who has been married and has had a child of her own. 

 No payment other than reasonable medical expenses can be made to the surrogate mother. The surrogate child 
will be deemed to be the biological child of the intending couple. 

 Central and state governments will appoint appropriate authorities to grant eligibility certificates to the intending 
couple and the surrogate mother. These authorities will also regulate surrogacy clinics. 

 Undertaking surrogacy for a fee, advertising it or exploiting the surrogate mother will be punishable with 
imprisonment for 10 years and a fine of up to Rs 10 lakh. 

Key Issues in the bill: 

 The Bill permits surrogacy only for couples who cannot conceive a child.  This procedure is not allowed in case of any 
other medical conditions which could prevent a woman from giving birth to a child. 

The Bill specifies eligibility conditions that need to be fulfilled by the intending couple in order to commission 
surrogacy.  Further, it allows additional conditions to be prescribed by regulations.  This may be excessive delegation 
of legislative powers. 

The surrogate mother and the intending couple need eligibility certificates from the appropriate authority.  The Bill 
does not specify a time limit within which such certificates will be granted.   It also does not specify an appeal process 
in case the application is rejected. 

The surrogate mother must be a ‘close relative’ of the intending couple.  The Bill does not define the term ‘close 
relative’.  Further, the surrogate mother (close relative) may donate her own egg for the pregnancy.  This may lead to 
negative health consequences for the surrogate baby. 
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For an abortion, in addition to complying with the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971, the approval of the 
appropriate authority and the consent of the surrogate mother is required.  The Bill does not specify a time limit for 
granting such an approval.  Further, the intending couple has no say in the consent to abort. 

The criticism with respect to the woman’s point of view is: 

The bill is ostensibly based on the 228th Report of the Law Commission of India (LCI), which called for the regulation 
of surrogacy given the absence of a legal framework in India. The LCI does not explicitly state what is objectionable 
about commercialisation. 

The LCI recommends that the, making profit of this activity is not acceptable; however it also mentions the provision 
for expenditure and compensation for the surrogacy. These provisions are practically contradictory. 

The stand of the MoHFW before the standing committee lays a lot of emphasis on the need to prevent 
commercialisation. However there no justification as to why commercialisation of surrogacy is intolerable. By this 
stand, the bill and its core principle is taking away the rights of woman about her body. 

While several judgments of high courts across the country have agreed that women who have children through 
surrogates are entitled to maternity benefits allowed to them under the law, there is no clarity on whether the same 
would be available for the surrogates themselves. 

All these aspects along with other issues highlights the patriarchal nature of this bill. Surrogacy is very important social 
and economic issue with touches to the morality and indivisual rights over his/her body. There is need of larger public 
discourse with respect to this conservative issue in an environment. 
 

Q) Do you think quota policy for women in local government is a good step towards political 

empowerment of women? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Ans – 

India first introduced nationwide seat quotas for women in government in 1993 with the 73rd and 74th amendments 
to the Constitution. It provided for one-third of all seats at the level of panchayats and municipalities to be filled by 
women. This has been seen as an important step towards women empowerment. 

The benefits – 

1. Increased political participation of women – 50% population (women) being taken into the mainstream politics 
& decision making machinery. Study finds that an additional female candidate appears among four constituencies 
that had one additional reserved local term. 

2. Women-empowerment – Women sensitive and gender neutral policy making.  Women specific issues like 
sanitation, pregnancy healthcare, ASHA & Anganwadi care etc. are getting due attention deprecating the 
patriarchal mindset of the conservative sections of society. It instills Self-respect and confidence building in 
women living under deprived circumstances. 

Women Reservation at LSG is largest Affirmative Policy in world. This has translated into women empowerment. This 
is manifested with splendid Women Political Empowerment Ranking of 9th out 144 nations in ‘Gender 
Gap Reporting'(however comprehensive ranking is 87/144). States like Bihar has given 50pc reservation and Punjab is 
heading towards it. 

3. Social movements – With increased political role, women can also now engage in social movements and thus 
open up an additional front to fight for their rights. 

4. Trickle down effect- with increased political representation, comes increased awareness and an overall desire for 
better health, educational and skilling efforts for women. 

However, the effect of affirmative policies were not seen to be long lasting due to following social factors – 

1. ‘Pradhan-Pati’ system / Mr. Sarpanch phenomenon – It is seen at many places in U.P., M.P., etc. Although a 
woman candidate fights for the local body election, in reality, it is her husband who is pulling the strings. This 
limits the role of women to mere proxies for men. 
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2. Rotation mechanism – Due to multiplicity of reservations in local elections, a rotation system has been followed 
to provide reservation for women. This severely limits the chance for representation. 

3. Non-reservation in state and national legislatures  – This limits women’s political aspirations to only local bodies. 

Conclusion – 

The ‘letter’ part of the Act is achieved but ‘Spirit’ part is still missing. The intent of the policy is good, but it seems to 
lack proper implementation. The quota policy for women in local government increases candidacy for, but not 
representation in, state and national political offices. Estimate magnitudes imply these quotas were responsible for a 
majority of the increase in female candidates in state legislature and parliamentary elections since the policy went 
into effect, although female representation in higher offices remains low and does not appear to be changed by the 
policy.  

With increased efforts towards women education, we should look forward to political, social as well as economical 
participation of women in the mainstream society. Specific policy initiatives are necessary to increase women 
representation at higher levels. 
 

Q) Discuss how women were treated and depicted during the Chola culture. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Details on Chola dynasty: 

The Chola dynasty was one of the longest-ruling dynasties in the history of southern India. The earliest datable 
references to this Tamil dynasty are in inscriptions from the 3rd century BCE left by Ashoka, of the Maurya Empire. As 
one of the Three Crowned Kings of Tamilakam, the dynasty continued to govern over varying territory until the 13th 
century CE. 

The heartland of the Cholas was the fertile valley of the Kaveri River, but they ruled a significantly larger area at the 
height of their power from the later half of the 9th century till the beginning of the 13th century. The whole country 
south of the Tungabhadra was united and held as one state for a period of two centuries and more. 

 

Chola dynasty 

300s BCE–1279 CE 

The Sangam literature describes the position of women in ancient Tamil society. In the Sangam Age, women were 
treated with special consideration. The natural feminine qualities such as Achcham, Madam and Naanam were insisted 
in the Sangam literature. Their most important virtue was chastity. The heroine of Silappathigaram. Kannagi had been 
hailed for her chastity and worshipped by the people. The women were given freedom to choose their life partners 
during the Sangam period. The concept of love had been elaborately discussed in Agananuru. 
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Women treated their husbands as equivalent to God during the Sangam period. They were not permitted to remarry 
and inherit property Sati or the custom of self-immolation at the death of one’s husband was not generally prevalent 
during this period. However, some women from the royal family indulged in the practice of Sati. 

The Chola king’s retinue included the padimagalir — women bodyguards who protected and attended to the king. 
They accompanied him while he was camping in wartime, guarding him against potential ambushes. These women 
were celebrated for their valour, as warriors ready to lay down their lives for the king. They were supported by 
additional women guards in the palaces and the living quarters. These women were trained for fighting from a young 
age, and well-armed to protect the royalty. According to the Sangam literature, a woman had to play different roles 
in the family such as a dutiful wife, responsible mother and an ideal hostess to guests. Women’s education was also 
insisted during the Sangam Age. We come to know a few women poets like Avvaiyar, Kakkai Padiniyar and 
Nachchellaiyar, whose verses are found in the Sangam literature. Sangam women were also known for their courage. 
However, from the post-Sangam period, there was a decline in the status of women. 

Women were represented in a variety of work roles besides serving as bodyguards. There are mentions of women in 
powerful functions in the kingdom, working as advisors and ambassadors — the poem Perum kathai speaks of ‘clever 
women’ acting as peacemakers between kingdoms. 

The ‘daughters of god,’ the Devanar Makkal or temple women, had their names inscribed in temples for donations 
received in their names, and inscriptions suggest that Chola women had at least some control over the resources of 
their households. 

The presence of donors beyond the queens suggests that female power existed throughout Chola society. Women 
were witnesses and signatories for land grants to temples, as well as land transactions. 

This was a patriarchal, feudal society that still saw women in the context of their relationships with men, and widows 
were marginalised. Low status women were more like property, and could be exchanged by men. These women were 
often not treated kindly, even while the queens had their likenesses carved in temples in the form of goddesses — 
slender and elegant, royal and divine. 
 

Topic:  Poverty and developmental issues; Population and associated issues 

Q) Examine the patterns in Inter-state and intra-state migration from rural to urban areas 

in recent years and their underlying causes and benefits. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Inter-state migration is migration between one state to another whereas intra state migration is migration within the 
state. Recent economic survey speaks about analysing the patterns of migration using big data analysis. 

Pattern: 

1. Intra state migration is prevalent over inter-state migration. 

2. Rural to Rural migration is highest among intra-state migrations. 

3. The participants in the Intra-state migrations are mostly the poor . 

4. Inter-state migration is primarily between urban areas, due to better employment and educational opportunities. 
E.g. Hyderabad-Bangalore. 

5. The educated and middle class are the major part of the inter-state migration. 

6. Language is not a barrier for migration. 

Causes: 

1. Agrarian Crisis, economic hardships, caste discrimination, violence & riots, etc. in rural areas. 

2.  Better employment and educational opportunities in urban areas.  

3.  Marriages are major reason for the migration of women. 
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Benefits: 

1. Economic transition- Agriculture is a population pressed sector and thus migrations help in economic 
diversification of the population.  

2. The population can transform into Human resources in urban areas.  

3. Better opportunities – Higher income and standard of living.  

4. Rural area economy gets benefitted due to remittances 

5. Marginalized sections feel more inclusive in cities, lesser discrimination, thus improvement in social status. 

6. Women empowerment. 

Conclusion – 

Along with benefits, migration also poses challenges by creating burden on scarce resources in urban areas, as evident 
from slums, ghettoization, inadequate health and sanitary provisions, increased crimes and insecurities especially 
towards women. Govt. is tackling these problems through various schemes such as Smart Cities Mission, PURA , 
PMGSY, PMAY which are perfectly aligned with UN HABITAT targets & thus inching closer towards Sustainable & 
inclusive cities. Simultaneously, efforts should be made to make rural areas self-sufficient and economic opportunities 
should be diversified there. 
 

Q) Despite impressive economic growth in the last two decades, inequalities and injustices 

in India are pervasive. Examine the causes and solutions. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background – 

Despite impressive economic growth in the last two decades, inequalities and injustices are pervasive. According to 
World Bank estimates (2015), there has been a decline in India’s poverty rate but this is cold comfort — 172 million 
citizens still live below the poverty line and constitute 24.5 per cent of the world’s poor. India’s richest one per cent 
now hold 58 per cent of the nation’s wealth. 

A great blot on our society is the prevalence of manual scavenging despite stringent laws prohibiting it. There are 
about 2.6 million dry latrines across the country that require manual cleaning, a loathsome task imposed on the Dalits 
of all religions by social sanction. 

Although elaborate laws specifically aimed at protecting Dalits are in place, there is no let-up in the atrocities against 
this group. According to the National Commission for Scheduled Castes, there were 54,355 registered cases, including 
rape, murder and arson committed against Dalits in 2015 compared to 39,408 cases in 2013. 

Another arena of injustice and inequality is rural India where 68 per cent of our people live. India is today self-sufficient 
in agriculture, is the biggest exporter of rice in the world, the biggest producer of milk and second-largest producer of 
fruits and vegetables. The farming community made this happen. Yet unending waves of farmer suicides are overt 
manifestations of an on-going human tragedy.  

Extreme gender inequality and intolerance to dissent are further manifestations of a deeply polarised society. 

Causes: 

1. Economic – Failure of Trickle down theory and unequal distribution of gains of LPG reforms, Tax avoidance causing 
divide as mentioned by Oxfam report . 

2. Digital divide – as mentioned by World Development report 2016 has further increased inequality. 

3. Non-inclusive growth – rural , agricultural economy not strengthened, flaws in the implementation of land 
reforms, Economy moving from agriculture to services without realizing potential of manufacturing leading to 
many unskilled labour force left out of growth path. 

4. Vulnerable sections – Poverty, illiteracy, malnutrition, ill health leading to further disadvantages. 

5. Social – Increasing caste culture religion prejudices and discrimination in terms of opportunities like employment, 
education. 
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Solutions: 

1. Economic inclusion – diversification of resources and employment opportunities, development and reforms of 
agricultural sector, infrastructure development, Equitable growth by measures like channelizing CSR funds for 
poverty and disease elimination, education, employment creation. 

2. Govt schemes for inclusive growth – PMJDY, PMKSY, Make in India, Skill India, Stand Up India, Mudra, PMAY, 
PMGSY, etc. Promoting digitalization and Good governance to make services cheaper. Steps like BHIM App, UPI, 
Aadhar enabled services are in right direction. 

3. Social inclusion – Checking communal, caste discriminations and promoting equality, harmony in society . 

4. Gender neutrality – women empowerment and participation . 

Way forward – 

There might be double digit growth but it is meaningful only when it is inclusive and fruits of development reach to 
every sector of the society, securing sabka sath sabka vikas. Promotion of Unity and integrity of India along with 
Equitable and inclusive growth will only help in realizing India’s global aspirations of becoming Super Power. 
 

Q) There is an upsurge in collective efforts in India to improve neonatal and maternal 

health in line with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. Examine the causes and 

suggest improvements. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Ans- 

Statistics – 

India loses more children under age 5 each year than any other country. Countrywide, more than half of these deaths 
occur in the neonatal period, most often because babies are born prematurely, suffer from birth asphyxia, or have 
neonatal infections. Of the 27 million babies born in India annually, approximately 13% (3.5 million) are born preterm 
and 28% (7.6 million) with low birth weight, increasing their risk of dying in the neonatal period. The maternal mortality 
for India continues to be high, with 167 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births. In addition, as compared to males, 
newborn deaths among females are higher at the district level—newborn care units typically admit approximately 
30% fewer female neonates than male neonates. 

In the recent releases of the National Health policy 2017 and National Family health survey, it is seen that the Govt. 
has laid wide emphasis on neonatal and maternal health. 

The NHP 2017 expressly targets- 

 Neonatal mortality to 16 per 1000 by 2025 

 Infant Mortality to 28 per 1000 by 2025 

 Maternal Mortality rate at 100 per 100,000 by 2025 

Causes for an upsurge and targeted importance – 

1. India is seen to fall behind on various parameters of healthcare stated out in the MDG’s and SDG’s. 

2. With leaps in economic growth, a faltering healthcare retards potential sources of growth. 

3. With visions of making India a hub for medical tourism, it is imperative to improve outcome conditions in 
healthcare. 

4. Several initiatives, such as the Janani Suraksha Yojana and Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram, are paying 
increasing attention to scaling up through institutional delivery, which has a greater impact. Efforts are under 
way to implement both facility-based newborn care (FBNC) and home-based newborn care (HBNC) programmes 
to further reduce maternal and infant mortality. 

5. The Union government’s safety net programmes, such as the public distribution system, integrated child 
development services, and midday meal schemes, while challenged by inefficiency, play an important role in 
offering social protection and ensuring that poor families do not go hungry. 
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6. Moving from reactive to preventive – Many state governments in India are making efforts to address public health 
challenges in their states. Maharashtra has a home-based newborn care programme in Gadchiroli to reach 
women in settings where public health infrastructure may be limited. In Odisha, the government is using self-
help groups and community participation to address the equity and quality of delivery of public health 
programmes. 

However, there are challenges – 

1. Limited coverage – Marginalized communities suffer the most in terms of Neonatal and maternal deaths. 
Neonates born to vulnerable populations, such as the urban and rural poor, and traditionally marginalized and 
excluded communities, such as Adivasis and Dalits, have a higher probability of being excluded from health 
services and are at high risk of morbidity and mortality. They should get the accessible and affordable health care 
facilities. 

2. Governance challenge – The socio-economic factors continue to persist in spite of numerous efforts by 
governments and civil society to address them. We need better oversight and governance through the 
engagement of civil society organizations and information technology (IT)-enabled platforms, which can lead to 
the generation of real-time data for better decision making. 

3. Shortage of health workers in primary healthcare facilities – Improve the healthcare infrastructure and personnel 
at primary level and rural areas. 

Conclusion – 

The recent decline in maternal and infant mortality rates is a positive example of public health intervention in 
India. There is an upsurge in collective efforts in India to improve neonatal and maternal health in line with the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals. However, major challenges remain, especially around ensuring that small and isolated 
populations, women and children in particular, in vulnerable locations can access the healthcare they need. To solve 
these challenges successfully, we need urgent and more coordinated collaborative efforts that address the complex 
socio-economic factors leading to ill health in children and women in India.  
 

Topic: Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) and in 

flora and fauna and the effects of such changes 

Q) According to a new study, nearly 60,000 farmer suicides in the last 30 years in India 

can be linked to global warming. Discuss relationship between India’s farm crisis with 

climate change. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background: 

Over 1,900 farm suicides were triggered every year over the last 30 years in India by warming related to climate 
change, says a new study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS) of the United 
States of America. 

In 2014, the National Crime Records Bureau of India reported 5,650 farmer suicides. The highest number of farmer 
suicides was recorded in 2004 when 18,241 farmers committed suicide. The farmer’s suicide rate in India has ranged 
between 1.4 and 1.8 per 100,000 total populations, over a 10-year period through 2005. 

India is an agrarian country with around 70% of its people depending directly or indirectly upon agriculture. Farmer 
suicides account for 11.2% of all suicides in India. Activists and scholars have offered a number of conflicting reasons 
for farmer suicides, such as monsoon failure, high debt burdens, government policies, public mental health, personal 
issues and family problems. There is also accusation of states manipulating the data on farmer suicides. 

Farmer’s suicide: 

There is a wide array of factors that has led to the increasing spate of farmer suicides in India. The lands are not as 
productive as before, the markets are failing, the debts are piling up, and the pests cannot be kept at bay. More than 
an economic problem, this has now assumed political and humanitarian dimensions, especially since the past decade. 
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Relation with climate change: 

 

India will see more such tragedies as climate change brings hotter temperatures that damage crops and exacerbate 
drought. 

India’s average temperatures expected to rise another 3 degrees C (5.4 degrees F) by 2050. That will bring more erratic 
weather events, more drought and stronger storms. 

India’s farmers are already hit regularly by strong storms, extreme drought, heat waves and other extreme weather 
events. Some still rely on natural rainfall to water their crops. Scientists have shown that extreme weather events are 
already increasing as the planet warms. 

While crops are expected to respond to increased CO2 with strong vegetative growth, other plants are also thought 
to respond in a similar fashion. Weeds have become more prolific and are expected to invade new habitats as global 
warming increases. This has resulted in rise in the use of pesticides and insecticides. 

While crops could be impacted by climate change, it is likely that farm animals would be even more susceptible to 
changes in the climate. It is expected that increased air temperatures will cause more stress on livestock and thus will 
impact the livelihood of many farmers in country. 

As country has many farm lands on coastal areas, climate change will have larger effects on farmlands in coastal areas. 

Conclusion: 

Suitable crop insurance and a prompt compensation of losses due to climate-related factors will help to avoid a sense 
of hopelessness that leads to suicide 
 

Topic:  Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector 

industries in various parts of the world (including India)  

Q) It is said that GST could fundamentally alter the economic geography of India. Examine 

how. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- Goods and Services Tax (GST) is an indirect tax which was introduced in India on 1 July 2017 and was 
applicable throughout India which replaced multiple cascading taxes levied by the central and state governments. It 
was introduced as The Constitution (One Hundred and First Amendment) Act 2017, following the passage of 
Constitution 122nd Amendment Bill. 
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The GST is governed by a GST Council and its Chairman is the Finance Minister of India. Under GST, goods and services 
are taxed at the following rates, 0%, 5%, 12% ,18% and 28%. There is a special rate of 0.25% on rough precious and 
semi-precious stones and 3% on gold.  

In addition a cess of 15% or other rates on top of 28% GST applies on few items like aerated drinks, luxury cars and 
tobacco products. GST was initially proposed to replace a slew of indirect taxes with a unified tax and was therefore 
set to dramatically reshape the country’s 2 trillion dollar economy. The rate of GST in India is between double to four 
times that levied in other countries like Singapore. 

Overhaul in economic geography of India :- 

 The coming into force of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) will unify the nation into a common economic market, 
obviating the need for goods to be taxed each time they cross a state border.  

 It will change all aspects of business, from the location of production and investments to logistical and supply-
chain optimisation. 

 Prior to GST, the internal movement of goods was subject to a number of barriers. 

 There were taxes on the inter-state movement of goods and cross-state differences in VAT structures. 

 There were cumbersome inspections, especially at state borders.  

 A recent World Bank-funded study roughly 20 per cent of the transit time is spent at the border on verification 
of documents. 

 GST will eliminate taxes on inter-state movement and harmonise the VAT structure across states  

 GST is expected to result in a significant increase in internal trade — by as much as 30 to 40 per cent, according 
to some estimates. 

 Beyond the increase in internal trade, other economic factors are at play that can significantly alter the economic 
map of the country.  

 a reduction in transport barriers, as is the case with GST, can change the location of production within a country 
quite dramatically — away from the largest market to low production-cost locations, thus diluting the home-
market effect. 

 As economic corridors change, the demand for new investment in transport and logistics infrastructure will 
increase. Supplying this demand will require a nimble reading of where markets will grow and where new 
investments will be necessary 

 The McKinsey study, Building India: Transforming the Nation’s Logistics Infrastructure, estimated that logistical 
inefficiency in India amounts to around 4 per cent of the GDP — this could well increase as the GST intensifies 
logistical needs Infrastructure is often identified as a “binding constraint” to growth. 

India’s economic destiny will crucially rely on its ability to anticipate, support and leverage its evolving economic 
geography. Much economic and political effort will be required to arrive at optimal investment choices — on the modal 
mix, the balance between road and rail, air and water, on the location of the vaunted multi-modal logistics “parks”, 
on technology adoption and on the setting of standards (for instance, on containerisation) to support inter modal 
transport inter alia — and to achieve efficient funding. 
 

Q) Groundwater over-exploitation poses a severe threat to food, water and livelihood 

security in India. Discuss critically the present approach groundwater regulation and in 

the light of interrelationship between groundwater, soil moisture and surface water, 

suggest what new approach is required for groundwater regulation. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- Ground water is the water that seeps through rocks and soil and is stored below the ground. The rocks 
in which ground water is stored are called aquifers. Aquifers are typically made up of gravel, sand, sandstone or 
limestone. Water moves through these rocks because they have large connected spaces that make them permeable. 
The area where water fills the aquifer is called the saturated zone. The depth from the surface at which ground water 
is found is called the water table. The water table can be as shallow as a foot below the ground or it can be a few 
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hundred meters deep. Heavy rains can cause the water table to rise and conversely, continuous extraction of ground 
water can cause the level to fall. 

 

Few statistical data :- 

India is the world’s largest user of groundwater, withdrawing an estimated 250 cubic kilometres per year (km³/ year), 
more than twice that of the United States (US), the country with the second highest quantity of withdrawal. India 
currently has the largest land area under groundwater irrigation in the world (an estimated 27 million hectares in 
2007), which amounts to 53% of its total irrigated area. More than 50% of urban water and most of the rural domestic 
water supply in India is sourced from groundwater. Equally important, the rate of growth in groundwater extraction 
has been phenomenal: from 10–20 km³/year in 1960 to more than 250 km³/year today. However, this level of 
groundwater use cannot be sustained. Already, 16% of India’s districts are classified as “overexploited” or “critical”. 
The problem is particularly acute in western and north-western India as well as the hard rock regions of peninsular 
India. 

Institutional framework :- 

Within the central government, the Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation is 
responsible for the conservation and management of water in the country. The Ministry of Rural Development also 
implements certain programmes related to ground water management. In addition, the Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change is partially responsible for the prevention and control of pollution, including water 
pollution, and ground water contamination. In addition, there are four major central institutions that address issues 
related to ground water. The main roles of these institutions are summarized in the table below: 

 

Present approach :- 

Currently, the Easement Act, 1882 provides every landowner with the right to collect and dispose, within his own 
limits, all water under the land and on the surface. This makes it difficult to regulate extraction of ground water as it 
is owned by the person to whom the land belongs. This gives landowners significant power over ground water. Further 
the law excludes landless ground water users from its purview. 

The methodology laid out by CGWB’s Groundwater Resource Estimation Committee (1997) for classifying an area into 
one of four categories: (i) Safe areas that have groundwater potential for development, (ii) Semi-critical areas where 
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cautious groundwater development is recommended, (iii) Critical areas, and (iv) Overexploited areas, where there 
should be intensive monitoring and evaluation, and future ground development should be linked with water 
conservation measures. By this approach If 90% or 95% of recharge is considered available for extraction, then it is 
obvious that the CGWB is operating on a bucket model or a “slightly leaky” bucket model which is not sound. 

historically, in surface water regulation, the link between groundwater and surface flows has been recognised only 
slowly and partially. 

Required new approach :- 

The first step would be to make the shift in scientific circles. Hydrologists must stop describing the total annual 
utilisable water resources of India as so many km³ of surface water and so many km³ of groundwater, because this 
erroneously suggests a fixed partitioning between surface and groundwater. It also frequently results in a “double 
accounting” problem, where the same unit of water is counted twice: once as groundwater recharge, and once as 
baseflow. 

The second step would be to make the necessary changes in the legal framework. We need to question whether a 
model groundwater bill separate from a draft national water bill is even necessary. Even if they are deemed necessary, 
the bills must mirror each other and use a consistent set of hydrologic and legal assumptions. 

The third step would be to get agencies to acknowledge that decisions on fair allocation between users are not 
scientific or technical decisions. Any water use (water abstracted minus return flows) at any point, whether of surface 
or groundwater, reduces the availability at some other point in space and time. 
 

Q) Examine the causes and implications of recent changes in production patterns in the 

sugar industry in India. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Indian sugar industry is a key driver of rural development, supporting India’s economic growth. The industry is 
inherently inclusive supporting over 50 million farmers and their families, along with workers and entrepreneurs of 
almost 500 mills, apart from a host of wholesalers and distributors spread across the country. The industry is at a cross 
roads today, where it can leverage opportunities created by global shifts in sugar trade as well as the emergence of 
sugarcane as a source of renewable energy, through ethanol and cogeneration. 

Reasons for changes in sugar industry: 

The continuous droughts for 2 to 3 years in southern states have led to the decrease in the production of sugarcane 
in these states. 

There has been the drastic reduction in the production of sugarcane in the five southern states. This has not happened 
in recent past. 

This fall in the production has disrupted the sugar supply within the domestic environment. 

Mills in Karnataka and TN have sought permission for duty-free imports of raw sugar under the tariff rate quota (TRQ) 
system, which will help improve their capacity utilisation and also bridge the hitherto non-existent demand-supply gap 
in the region. 

 Increased in the import duty on sugar from 40 to 50 per cent is the pro consumer policy of government of India. This 
policy will impact the prices of sugar and thus will create impact on the sugar trade as well. 

Recent changes in sugar industry in India and all around the world: 

Emerging businesses like fuel ethanol and structural changes globally including the removal of EU subsidies have 
provided new horizons for the sector. 

The sector today has transformational opportunities that would enable it not only to continue to service the domestic 
markets but also emerge as a significant carbon credit and power producer and support an ethanol blending 
programme of E10 and beyond. 

There was a need to assess the potential for India and to develop a comprehensive and actionable roadmap that could 
enable the Indian industry to take its rightful place as a food and energy producer for one of the world’s leading 
economies. 
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Fundamental changes in the consumer profile and the demonstrated ability of the sector to continuously ensure 
availability of sugar for domestic consumption has diluted the need for sugar to be considered as an essential 
commodity 

The industry can improve its cost competitiveness through higher farm productivity and by managing the domestic 
production variations through international trade with a focus on countries in the Indian Ocean. Thus, the transformed 
sector would be less cyclical with greater alignment between sugarcane and sugar prices, and will have stable 
diversified sources of revenue. 

Way ahead: Appropriate policy environment features 

The policy environment would need to protect farmers and enable mill viability and sector attractiveness. It would 
also need to align protection of consumer interests with the existing consumption pattern. To facilitate the realization 
of the opportunities, the evolved policy environment would need to: 

1. Ensure level playing field 

2. Ensure efficient usage of resources 

3. Incentivize efficiency and yields 

4. Strengthen farmer miller relationship 

5. Reduce cyclicality and ensure better management of downturns 

6. Ensure better sugar price risk management instruments 

7. Enable greater linkage with international market 
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