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General Studies – 2; Topic:  Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 
structure, mandate 
 

United Nations pact to ban Nuclear Weapons 
 

1) Introduction 

 Over 120 countries in the United Nations voted to adopt the first-ever global treaty to ban nuclear 
weapons 

 India and eight other nuclear - armed nations, including the US, China and Pakistan did not 
participate in the negotiations for the legally binding instrument to prohibit atomic weapons. 

 The goal is to declare it illegal for any country to produce, possess, stockpile, deploy, and use 
nuclear weapons. 
 

2) Need of the Treaty 

 Nuclear weapons had not yet been prohibited in a comprehensive and universal manner. 

 The nuclear weapons ban fulfils the long-standing demand that all countries deserve equal security.  

 Nuclear weapons are the ultimate means of mass destruction and history has shown their use 
brings immeasurable death and suffering. 

 The North Korea crisis is a prime example of why these weapons do not belong in human hands.  

 The NPT of 1968 contains only partial prohibitions, and nuclear-weapon-free zone treaties prohibit 
nuclear weapons only within certain geographical regions. 

 Non-nuclear states have expressed increasing frustration with the current nuclear regime 

 As of 2016, it is estimated that more than 15,000 nuclear warheads remain in global stockpiles. 

 The only fail-safe way to prevent a catastrophe is to eliminate the existence of nuclear weapons. 
 

3) Supporters to the Treaty 

 The treaty represents an important step and contribution towards the common aspirations of a 
world without nuclear weapons 

 It’s a prohibition in line with other prohibitions on weapons of mass destruction 

 The treaty will promote inclusive dialogue and renewed international cooperation aimed at 
achieving the long overdue objective of nuclear disarmament. 

 Nuclear free world will ensure the safety of the future generations. The treaty responds to the 
hopes and dreams of the present and future generations 

 These kinds of treaties have an impact that forces countries to change their behaviour.  
 

4) Arguments for not supporting the treaty 

 An outright ban would not work and they should stick with the “gradual approach”. 

 The “Bad actors” cannot be allowed to have nuclear weapons at the cost of those trying to maintain 
peace and safety” 

 Several countries continue to rely on nuclear deterrence for security and stability. 
 

5) Criticism 

 Accession to the treaty is incompatible with the policy of nuclear deterrence, which has been 
essential to keeping the peace in Europe and North Asia for over 70 years. 

 The treaty did not provide any solution to the grave threat posed by North Korea's nuclear 
programme. 
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 US, UK and France, the permanent members of UNSC did not become party to it.This clearly 
disregards the realities of the international security environment. 

 It will create more divisions at a time when the world needs to remain united in the face of growing 
threats 

 The treaty does not provide a solution to the risk of nuclear weapons being used by accident or 
miscalculation, or by terrorists. 
 

6) India's position 

 India said it was committed to non-discriminatory and verifiable nuclear disarmament  

 India feels that the current process does not include the verification aspect. 

 India believes that the Treaty in no way constitutes to the development of any customary 
international law. 

 India supports Comprehensive Nuclear Weapons Convention which is the world’s single multilateral 
disarmament negotiation forum working on the basis of consensus. 
 

7) Past attempts to prevent increase of nuclear weapons 

 Partial Test Ban Treaty (PTBT) 1963 

 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) — signed 1968, came into force 1970 

 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM) 1972 

 Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) — signed 1996, not yet in force 

 Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), 1974 

 Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR), 1987 

 International Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation, also known as the Hague Code 
of Conduct (HCOC), 2002. 
 

8) Conclusion 

 The treaty prohibiting nuclear weapons will serve as a crucial impetus for fulfilling the disarmament 
obligations of the NPT.  

 Its adoption will generate decisive momentum for nuclear weapons abolition 
 
 


