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General Studies – 3; opic:  Awareness in the fields of Space 
 

Outer Space Treaty (OST) 
 

1) Introduction 

 The Outer Space Treaty is about governing the activities of States in the Exploration and Use of 
Outer Space 

 It is a treaty that forms the basis of international space law. 

 This treaty was signed in 1967, was agreed through the UN, and it remains as the ‘constitution’ of 
outer space. 
 

2) Provisions 

 The exploration and use of outer space shall be for the benefit of all countries 

 It is not subject to claim by any particular nation 

 States shall be responsible for national space activities whether carried out by governmental or 
non-governmental entities 

 States shall avoid harmful contamination of space and celestial bodies. 
 

3) Why was the treaty formulated? 

 Formulated to bar its signatory countries from placing weapons of mass destruction in the outer 
space 

 To get the countries to use space exploration for peaceful purposes. 

 The profitability through asteroid mining and satellite exploration if uncontrolled could lead to 
geopolitical bid for power in the Outer Space. 

 An attempt to establish Space as a Global Commons of sorts, for the benefit of mankind. 

 To forbid any government from claiming a celestial resource such as the Moon or a planet 

 To make the State liable for damages caused by their space object. 
 

4) The Treaty Today 

 Challenges 
a. The dangers of excessive satellite debris 
b. Wastage of the launch systems that fall back to Earth adding to ecological perils. 
c. The utilization of satellite technology for unethical breaches of privacy 
d. Privatization of space exploration 
e. The emergence of Quantum Physics, Quantum Mechanics and Quantum Computing 
f. The treaty does not prohibit the placement of conventional weapons in orbit. 
g. Non-nuclear weapons tests in space 
h. The entrance of new actors in the space communications industry makes it difficult to 

coordinate the positioning of new satellites in an already overcrowded orbit. 

 There is a need to rework the treaty to deal with issues of the current era. 

 Vital sectors of the economy, as finance and communications, are dependent on space 
technologies, which make cooperation essential for countries in a globalized world.  

 If India wants to curb potentially harmful Chinese activities in outer space, it needs to endorse rules 
that fit its national interests. 

 India also needs to promote the regulation of space activities 
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 Creation of a new space governance framework would project India as an agenda-setter in a field of 
increasing importance for international relations.  
 

5) The Strategic Importance of Space Law for India 

 India as a leading space faring nation with successful probes to moon and Mars, a comprehensive 
space act has become a necessity to give a greater level of acceleration to its space activities. 

 With the Indian Government making efforts to use space technology for developmental and 
governance activities in the country, there is a need for a well conceived space act. 

 A Space law would spell out how government would go about tackling space related issues 
including untoward incidents. 

 To boost private participation in the rapidly expanding Indian space activities. 

 There are 22 nations that have domestic space laws. India must also strive for it.  

 This will be a catalyst to further boost India’s space activities and regulate them to be in sync with 
dynamics of global space activities. 

 China’s showcase of military prowess in space, for example, the anti-satellite tests, makes the need 
for a domestic law. 

 
 


