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General Studies – 3; Topic: Science and Technology- developments and their applications 
and effects in everyday life 
 

March for Science in India 
 

1) Introduction 

 A global movement called March for Science was held in different places in the world this year and 
the Indian version was held in some cities  

 This is one way for the scientific community to connect with the wider public 

 The march was organized for formulation of government policies guided by scientific evidence and 
demanding funding for science initiatives. 
 

2) Concerns / Challenges 

 Science in India is “facing the danger of rising wave of unscientific beliefs and religious intolerance”  

 Reduction of funding to premier scientific institutions to support scientific research. 

 In most other countries, 2.5%-3.5% of the GDP is allocated for scientific research. In India, it is only 
around 0.85% of the GDP. 

 Politicization of educational institutions 

 Neglect of primary science education  

 The scientific community is very often cut off from society 

 Poor infrastructure facilities in villages 

 Weak linkages between stakeholders: The linkages between industry, and R&D or academic 
institutions are weak.  

 Risk aversion among entrepreneurs 

 Inadequate protection of intellectual property rights. 
 

3) Need of the Hour 

 Scientists should participate in a public debate on the nature of science and its practice in India 

 This will take the scientific knowledge out of gated institutes and private meeting rooms into the 
public domain 

 Promoting scientific thinking can help improve the social health of our country where incidents of 
honour killing and mob lynching are reported regularly. 

 Increase government spending on science and technology to at least 3% of the GDP.  

 Stop propagation of unscientific ideas and religious intolerance 

  Education should impart ideas that are supported by scientific evidence 

 Enact policies based on evidence-based science 

 Develop scientific temper, human values and spirit of inquiry in accordance with Article 51A of the 
constitution. 

 The government must take several steps to encourage research and innovations in the universities. 
 

4) Promoting scientific temper 

 The socio-economic health of a nation depends on the health of the state of its science and 
technology 

  Wealth and prosperity of a nation depend on effective utilisation of its human and material 
resources based on scientific Research and Development. 

 New scientific techniques can also make up for a deficiency in natural resources 
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 The inequality that exists between nations and within them can be bridged only through greater 
focus on the development of Science and Technology. 

 Country could become modern and progressive by injecting scientific temper among the people. 
 

5) Improving rational thinking 

 The government should include lessons on rational thinking in the syllabi from the primary school 
level to the high school level 

 Promote science exhibitions more extensively 

 Encourage children to question the basics of scientific principles or anything happening around 
them in society. 

 Democratisation of science is very important.  

 The government should enact a law to ban miracle cure 

 Make use of self-help groups to promote the scientific temper among rural folk  

 Target the unorganised student community to curb superstition. 

 Former Vice-President Hamid Ansari said promotion of science and scientific temper in citizenry is a 
constitutional duty, apart from being a moral one. 
 

6) Government Initiatives 

 The Department of Science and Technology (DST) has launched 'Visiting Advanced Joint Research 
Faculty' (VAJRA), to bring together the Indian scientists abroad and India-based researchers for 
conducting joint researches in India. 

 India and Israel have agreed to enhance the bilateral cooperation in science and technology in the 
next two years. 

 India has become an Associate Member State of the European Organisation for Nuclear Research 
(CERN), which will increase participation of Indian physicists in global experiments. 

 Launch of new Science, Technology and Innovation Policy 2013 

 Setting up of new institutions for science education and research 
 
 


