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General Studies Paper - II 
 

Topic:  Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure 

Q) Recently, the Uttar Pradesh government joined the 24×7 Power for All (PFA) scheme, a 

joint initiative of the Centre and state governments. Discuss the merits and demerits of 

this move. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Power for all (PFA) is a joint initiative of centre and state, with an objective of providing electricity 24×7 to all 

unconnected households by 2019. This move is seen as a good sign of cooperative federalism. Now, U.P has joined this 

scheme. 

Advantages:  

 Many authorized consumers will be having a metered connection. There will be a rise in energy consumption which 

is an indicator of growth. 

 Electricity availability will improve businesses, efficiencies in business cycle, provide 24*7 services like banking 

and quality of education can be improved. 

 There will be increase in revenue due to increase in number of metered connections. Power theft will decrease as 

electricity will be made available to all. 

Disadvantages: 

 The already debt laden Discoms will have to bear the additional energy demand, increased infrastructure spending 

for connecting the households to grid. 

 There is a lot of power theft and operational losses due to inefficiencies in distribution, lack of quality power for 

industries affects the production. 

 If the demand is more than what the discoms can bear, they will have to procure from outside. This may deteriorate 

the fiscal health of the state. Since the state government has already taken part in UDAY scheme, the debt of the 

discoms are already in the state’s kitty and this restricts their fiscal flexibility. 

Challenges: 

 The first data of unaccounted households itself is varying with the data collected from PFA and GARV. And nearly 

two-third of the registered households is not metered. 

 Providing electricity 24×7 to such large number of people needs lot of power procurement, which is predicted to 

increase 40-50% in 2 years. This needs huge investments from both state and centre for strengthening and 

expanding the distribution network. 

 The average revenue collection from the domestic household is very low compared to the industrial/commercial 

sectors and currently the loss experienced by Discoms (which is 31%) is expected to double. Currently the 

percentage contributed by the Discoms in NPA is 4%. 

 Reducing the electricity theft is major problem, unfortunately in some states its been politically backed which 

makes it difficult to spot and evade. 

Conclusion – 

Ultimately connecting all the rural households with electricity is a positive way forward but there are constraints that 

government should make sure is addressed. UDAY scheme for supporting discom financially is welcome step. 
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Q) It is said that Australia and India share converging interests and similar outlooks on 

the strategic changes taking place in the Indo-Pacific region and globally. Discuss these 

converging interests and similar outlooks and their significance for bilateral relations. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

The ties between India and Australia have been historic and geographic with close proximity of Indian plate with 

Australian plate millions of years ago. In the changing global dynamics, especially with Indo Pacific region gaining 

prominence, both countries share converging interests in many ways – 

Defence:  

 Both the countries are having borders with Indian ocean and support freedom of navigation in international waters. 

The joint naval exercise between the two nations named AUSINDEX is being organised since 2015 to strengthen 

this objective. 

 Both recognise their responsibility for furtherance of stability and security of Indo Pacific region. 

Trade and commerce: 

 The Indo Pacific nations have huge growth potential and capacity to contribute for world economy. Recognising 

this both nations are opening up their economies. 

 Bilateral trade is 15 billion dollars and India is the 9th largest trading partner of Australia. 

 To strengthen the economic relation both nations are working to conclude comprehensive economic cooperation 

agreement. 

 Australia has signed civil nuclear agreement with India despite India being non-signatory to NPT. 

 Both the nations are founding members of AIIB that will fund the infrastructure projects. 

Research and Development: 

 Australia provides an ideal destination to Indian students and academicians and greater cooperation in research 

can be helpful to both the countries. 

 Nuclear and Space Technology- Australia has one of the largest reserves of Uranium. This can come to India’s use 

for strengthening its nuclear power and becoming energy-sufficient. In return, India can provide launching 

facilities to Australian satellites. 

Global concerns: 

 Both nations support strengthening and democratisation of global institutions like IMF, UNSC etc. Australia 

supports India’s bid for membership in expanded UNSC. 

 The two nations are supporting each other in their fight against global terrorism. 

 Both are member of various multilateral organisations like East Asia summit, ASEAN regional forum, IOR-ARC, 

Asia Pacific partnership for climate and clean development etc. Recently Australia got observer status in SAARC. 

Some lacunae still remain to fill: 

 India’s reservation on Australia joining the Malabar exercise to avoid alienating China is a disappointment to 

Australia. 

 Australia’s recent tightening of the Visa rules have negative ramifications for Indian students studying in Australia. 

Way forward: 

While less developed than the extensive regional architecture in Southeast and East Asia, the regional architecture of 

the Indian Ocean is increasingly promoting coordinated approaches with South Asia, in response to shared interests and 

emerging challenges. India and Australia need to increase our bilateral cooperation and our collective efforts with other 

like-minded countries. Together we can shape a future region in which strong and effective rules and open markets 

deliver lasting peace and prosperity — free markets and free people. Australia with its strategic location, nuclear 

resources and its huge Indian origin population should be a vital partner in India’s foreign relations. 
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Q) Is the setting up of a panel to study the demand for an official state flag ‘against the 

nation’ and unconstitutional? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

The Indian National Flag represents the hopes and aspirations of the people of India. It is the symbol of our national 

pride. Over the last five decades, several people including members of armed forces have ungrudgingly laid down their 

lives to keep the tricolor flying in its full glory. There is universal affection and respect for, and loyalty to the National 

Flag. 

Historical Significance 

 The Constituent Assembly realised the importance of the Flag proposed to be adopted for Independent India. The 

Constituent Assembly, therefore, set up an Ad Hoc Flag Committee, headed by Dr. Rajendra Prasad, to design the flag 

for free India. Other members of the Committee were Abul Kalam Azad, K.M. Panikar, Sarojini Naidu, 

C.Rajagopalachari, K.M. Munshi and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. 

The Flag Committee was constituted on June 23, 1947. It was decided that the Flag of the Indian National Congress 

should be adopted as the National Flag of India with suitable modifications, to make it acceptable to all parties and 

communities. 

Debate on State flags: 

As per the article 1 of Indian constitution, the states are not allowed to break away from the Federation of India and the 

Indian republic is not the result of agreement among the constituent states. This shows the type of federation where in 

the central government has upper hand and thus acts as a main center for overall functioning of polity. The National 

flag is the legacy of Indian freedom struggle and in the contemporary era of competitive federalism, the demand of 

separate state flag needs mature public discourse. The establishment of panel to study demand of state flag is completely 

constitutional and to not invalids any statutory provision of Country. 

A) State flag can be allowed: 

 The state flag can be the representation of regional culture, aspirations and local representation. Allowing display 

of state flag can be an innovative way to have expression of regional aspirations at national level. 

 The question arises that, if the state can declare its state animal, State plant and flower, the permission can also be 

given to have a State flag. 

 There has no mention of provision in constitution of India, that the state has restrictions to display its flag. Thus 

even if any state adopts and displays any flag as a state flag, it is not unconstitutional. 

B) State flag must not be allowed: 

 India does not have any specific history of state flags and thus the demand of such flag must be of recent origin. It 

has been observed that, the recent demands are highly separatist in nature and affect the internal security of the 

country. 

 The state flag which displays regional aspirations that goes against unity and integrity of the country must not be 

allowed. 

 The display of flag by one state may create a chain-link that can lead to more state opting for this course of action. 

The important precondition to have the state flag is to keep it subordinate to National flag. The presence of State flag 

must not create any kind of compromise on the honour and respect of national flag. 

Government steps to maintain Honour of National flag: 

While bringing out the Flag Code of India, 2002 the Government has also ensured that the unrestricted display of the 

National Flag is consistent with the honour and dignity of the National Flag. Hoisting and use (including misuse and 

insult) of the National Flag is regulated by the Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950; the 

Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971; and Flag Code – India. Flag Code of India, 2002 is an attempt to 

bring together all such laws, conventions, practices and instructions for the guidance and benefit of all concerned. 
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Q) In the light of GST implementation in Jammu and Kashmir, it is said that Jammu & 

Kashmir and India are at a constitutional crossroads of critical importance. Discuss the 

issue. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Art. 370 of the Indian Constitution makes a special but temporary provision to allow the State of J&K its own constitution 

in order to ensure it more autonomy and greater federal democracy. 

The extension of the GST implementation in Jammu and Kashmir through an executive order by the President under 

Article 370 has been widely criticised as an attack on state’s fiscal autonomy. However, GST, by its very nature, is a 

centralised, uniform system of taxation that demands greater collaboration and cooperation between the Centre and the 

States. 

This is seen as a constitutional crossroad for the Union and the State of J&K for following reasons: 

 J&K, like other states, would no longer have the power to impose its own taxes other than the State GST. 

 J&K would also no longer have the power to decide tax rates as GST Council is now the constitutional body to 

decide on tax rates. 

However, the safeguards taken to preserve special status are – 

 It’s done with the concurrence of the Governor after consultation with Legislative assembly (Majority), which 

represents people of the state of J.K. 

 Moreover, JK Govt’s concurrence is made mandatory on any decision taken by GST council, if it impinges on state’s 

constitutional provisions. 

 JK’s power to legislate under sec 5 of state constitution remains unaffected. 

Other Constitutional issues of contest between Jammu and Kashmir and centre are: 

 Article 35A: it permits J&K legislature to define “permanent residents”. It also bars non-J&K state subjects to settle 

and buy property in J&K. It was added through The Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order 1954 

by Article 370. 

 To levy taxes: While the authority to levy taxes is derived from Article 246, which divides such power between 

Centre and states, but J&K derived its power to levy taxes from the J&K constitution, which is now modified. 

 Use of Presidential orders to impose legislations: As no constitutional amendment in J&K can be carried out 

through Art. 368, it is only possible through Presidential orders under Article 370, that too only after ratification 

by State Legislative Assembly and Constituent Assembly, which ceased to exist in 1956. 

 SARFAESI Act: The Act provides for direct recovery of loans advanced by the banks and financial institutions by 

way of seizure, auction and sale of the mortgaged immovable properties and other such immovable assets which 

were held as security in case of default without any court intervention or hassle. The honourable Supreme Court 

stated it does apply to J&K, after the state High Court ruled, it does not. 

Impact of the move – 

 These new reforms directly take away the fiscal autonomy that was hitherto extended to the State of J&K and would 

bring it at a par with the rest of Indian States. 

 While, economically, it is believed to benefit the State of J&K, politically it is seen as surrendering of one of the 

facets of the autonomy that J&K had been enjoying. 

 However, the larger goal of federalism should not be seen in a negative light, as rigid federalism has only been 

replaced by co-operative federalism, since GST Council is composed of Finance Ministers from every state, 

including J&K. 

 This presents a classical example of how to facilitate better assimilation of people of J&K in the mainstream 

nationalism through innovative measures and developmental goals, instead of coercive platitudes of nationalism. 

The clamor against surrendering of autonomy was not strong as people realise the long-term benefits of a uniform 

market through GST. 
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Conclusion – 

We have to understand that J&K’s financial integration through GST shall not amount to a corrosion of “special status” 

the state has been provided. Instead, it should be seen as an opportunity for J.K.’s national integration, co-operative 

federalism, and J.K.’s economic development and internal confidence building. In this context, an empathetic approach 

of negotiation is the only solution to resolve the union-state differences. 

 

Q) “The GST, far from being a case of “cooperative federalism”, is really an incursion into 

the authority that India’s States have been permitted under the Constitution.” Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Goods and services tax: 

Goods and Services Tax (GST) is an indirect tax applicable throughout India which replaced multiple cascading taxes 

levied by the central and state governments. It was introduced as The Constitution (One Hundred and First Amendment) 

Act 2017, following the passage of Constitution 122nd Amendment Bill. The GST is governed by a GST Council and its 

Chairman is the Finance Minister of India. Under GST, goods and services are taxed at the following rates, 0%, 5%, 12%, 

18% and 28%. There is a special rate of 0.25% on rough precious and semi-precious stones and 3% on gold. In addition 

a cess of 15% or other rates on top of 28% GST applies on few items like aerated drinks, luxury cars and tobacco products. 

GST Council 

This is the most important aspect of the Goods and Services Tax, in ways bigger than the GST bill too, as the entire 

structure of GST is contingent on this foundation. 

It is an apex body headed by the Union Finance Minister Mr. Arun Jaitley with the State-nominated ministers and the 

Union Minister of State for Finance (In charge of Revenue) as members. 

It is imperative to note that the decisions of the GST Council will shape whether this ambitious tax reform will achieve 

its due desired effect or not. 

Criticism of GST as a challenge to federalism: 

 Bill subsumes State Value Added Tax/Sales Tax, Entertainment Tax (other than the tax levied by the local bodies), 

Central Sales Tax (levied by the Centre and collected by the States), Octroi and Entry tax, Purchase Tax, Luxury 

tax, Taxes on lottery, betting and gambling; and State cesses and surcharges in so far as they relate to supply of 

goods and services. In short, not just State governments, but local bodies will be affected by the GST proposal. 

 Each state has its own socio-economic-political reasons to decide the type of tax to be levied. The GST will take 

away the rights of states to decide taxes according to their socio-economic situations. 

 There is also an argument that, without federal powers to decide taxes according to their necessities, States will 

have to come with a begging bowl to the Centre frequently. 

 Taxation powers cannot be viewed only as a measure of resource mobilisation. It could be used as a tool to control 

and restrict the consumption of some goods for social good.This aspect of taxation policy of state will be 

compromised due to uniform tax structure. Each state has different list of products on which the varied tax regime 

is applied to reduce / increase the consumption of that particular commodity. 

 In this constitutional scheme, State governments are seen as equal partners, and thought it necessary to be careful 

in allocating the powers of taxation. The partition made for this purpose was highly intricate, and ensured that the 

taxes assigned to the Union and the States were mutually exclusive. 

 The decision in GST council has to be taken by 75% votes with center having weightage of one third votes. It may 

undermine the aspiration of few states. 

 There is some confusion about the GST Council’s decisions are actually binding on the various State governments. 

The newly introduced Article 279A, which creates the council, describes its decisions as “recommendations”, but it 

also grants the council the power to establish a mechanism to adjudicate any dispute that might arise between any 

of its members in implementing the recommendations. 
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There is also an argument that GST will not hamper the cooperative federalism. The points are as 

follows: 

 Though the GST has integrated many taxes and taken out much of the heads from states, it has not prohibited 

states to create new taxes as such. This provision provides freedom to the states to gain revenue from some 

innovative heads of taxation. 

 There is 5 year compensation provision in case of any losses which fills the revenue gap of the states to some extent. 

 There is 2/3 representation to states in the GST council has been provided to the states. This provision protects the 

state interests effectively. 

 As per the finance commission recommendations, state has all the discretionary authority to spend 42% tax 

devoluted center to the state governments. This autonomy is in symphony with cooperative federalism. 

 The complicated tax-levy system categorized by distortions between States and Center which divides the country 

into separate economic zones with the help of GST will become one common national market. 

The very objective of GST regime is to establish a unified tax structure and further to reform tax network to enhance tax 

base. In long term, the GST will create more revenues for state and thus it should be judge on the basis of short term 

impediments. 

 

Q) “Beholden to partisan politics and the state’s unwillingness to part with powers, local 

bodies have not been able to fulfil the potential envisaged for them in the 73rd and 74th 

amendments to the Constitution. The answer lies in locating their powers and functions 

in the Constitution itself.” Discuss. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Philosophy of governance: 

At the cornerstone of government policy is the understanding that local government is concerned with local democracy 

and the decentralisation of designated powers and responsibilities from central government to lower tier structures. 

This philosophy of local governance is to deepen democracy by making the institutions of local governance effective, 

accountable, transparent and efficient through the active and informed participation of people, especially those from 

the marginalized and peripheral sections of the population. 

After the 73rd and 74th Amendments the Democratic base has widened enormously enabling Horizontal Planning and 

Implementation of Development Programmes. 

The salient features of the Act are: – 

 To provide 3-tier system of Panchayat Raj for all States having population of over 20 lakh. 

 To hold Panchayat elections regularly every 5 years. 

 To provide reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and women (not less than 33%) 

 To appoint State Finance Commission to make recommendations as regards the financial powers of the Panchayat. 

 To constitute District Planning Committee to prepare draft development plan for the district as a whole. 

Challenges of Local governance: 

1) Finance Scarcity– The one of the most common problem which is faced by the local bodies is the scarcity of finance 

and funds. When compared to their functions, their source of income is insignificant. 

2) Multiplicity of Agencies- A huge criticism is leveled against the introduction of single purpose agencies. These are 

influenced by bureaucrats, which goes against the basic principle of democracy. The examples are- state transport 

corporation, water supply department, state electricity board etc. 

3) Excessive State Control- Although the Act of 1993 guarantees higher autonomy than the pre- 1992 condition, but still 

the de facto relationship-control over local bodies has not changed in considerable amount, excluding corporations. 

4) Low Effectiveness-In perspective of insufficient accounts, the local bodies does not possess the capacity to satisfy 

their necessities. Therefore, they face a continuous outcry from the government as well as public. 
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5) Unplanned urbanization -Urbanization is the facet of the development and it is on the ascendance. The municipal 

authorities are not able to cope with the increasing demands of the people, both quantitatively and qualitatively. 

6) Administrative Problem-There is politicization of the local administrative units, absence of co-ordination between 

the prominent and bureaucratic components, absence of legitimate impetuses and promotion opportunities for 

regulatory work force and passionless demeanor of government servants towards improvement program and so on. 

Solutions can be found in constitution through following measures: 

1) Scientific distribution of functions-Local self-government plan can be made perfect through appropriation of 

capacities between the structures at various levels has not been made along logical lines. The mixing of development 

and Local self-government functions has essentially abridged the self-sufficiency of the local self-government 

foundations. 

2) The constitutional provision of 1/3rd representation of SC/ST/Woman must be implemented in genuine manner by 

provision of powers they authorised to hold. 

3) Finance commission must act with full effectiveness and potential in order to realise financial independence of local 

governance. 

4) On similar lines Election commission of state must take strong measures to make elections of local self-government 

institutions in the spirit of democracy. 

The accomplishment of vote based system relies on upon the decentralization of power. Through this arrangement of 

local self-government, individuals can acquire their democratic rights. Through this framework, power can be 

legitimately decentralized and each individual can get the degree to build up his or her identity completely and 

appropriately. The local self-legislative foundations are the best habitats for bestowing just considerations and 

instruction. Individuals incline toward local government since they need to live in a domain of equity and freedom 

 

Q) Discuss the role of state and union governments in ensuring success of the Pradhan 

Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Objectives of the Scheme: 

 To provide insurance coverage and financial support to the farmers in the event of failure of any of the notified crop 

as a result of natural calamities, pests & diseases. 

 To stabilise the income of farmers to ensure their continuance in farming. 

 To encourage farmers to adopt innovative and modern agricultural practices. 

 To ensure flow of credit to the agriculture sector. 

Features of the Scheme: 

There will be a uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by farmers for all Kharif crops and 1.5% for all Rabi crops. In 

case of annual commercial and horticultural crops, the premium to be paid by farmers will be only 5%. The premium 

rates to be paid by farmers are very low and balance premium will be paid by the Government to provide full insured 

amount to the farmers against crop loss on account of natural calamities. 

There is no upper limit on Government subsidy. Even if balance premium is 90%, it will be borne by the Government. 

Earlier, there was a provision of capping the premium rate which resulted in low claims being paid to farmers. This 

capping was done to limit Government outgo on the premium subsidy. This capping has now been removed and farmers 

will get claim against full sum insured without any reduction. 

The use of technology will be encouraged to a great extent. Smart phones will be used to capture and upload data of crop 

cutting to reduce the delays in claim payment to farmers. Remote sensing will be used to reduce the number of crop 

cutting experiments. 

PMFBY is a replacement scheme of NAIS / MNAIS, there will be exemption from Service Tax liability of all the services 

involved in the implementation of the scheme. It is estimated that the new scheme will ensure about 75-80 per cent of 

subsidy for the farmers in insurance premium. 
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Image: Total farmers covered under PMFBY 

 

There are three critical steps in insurance process: 

1. The state has to notify the crops, make clusters of districts, determine the sums to be insured based on district level 

committees, and invite tenders from insurance companies. 

2. The state and the Centre have to pay premium to the companies providing insurance. 

3. Third, in case of crop damages, quickly assess the damages and ask companies to pay the claims of farmers. Litmus 

test of any crop insurance scheme is how fast it can settle the claims of farmers. 

Role of State government: 

1. As the agriculture and irrigation are state subjects, the immediate onus of protection of farmers falls on the State 

governments. 

2. The task of data collection can be done effectively by state government as compared to central government. 

3. Institutions of state government can reach to grass root sections of farmers effectively to extend this scheme. 

4. Land being the state subject, land records and resolutions of land linked issues may lead to higher penetration of 

insurance services. 

5. Timely assessment of crop failure and timely release of payment. 

Role of Central government: 

1. Technological integration for unified digital structure for insurance schemes can be coordinated by central 

government. 

2. Targeting the affected areas on priority basis can be properly managed by central government. 

3. Central government may forms policy structure to ensure timely payment of the insurance to the farmers. 
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Insurance coverage is far better tool to protect the farmers than other options such as loan waiver or subsidies. State 

and central government must act in cooperative manner in order to make PMFBY a true success. 

 

Topic: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary  

Q) Recently, a nine-judge bench of the Supreme Court heard arguments on whether 

privacy is a fundamental right. Discuss the importance of and need for large bench 

hearings of the Supreme Court. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

The right to privacy in current context is statutory right and thus protected under rule of law. Declaring right to privacy 

as a fundamental right will have a many repercussions and thus the issues is to be decided by larger constitutional bench. 

Background: 

 Article 21 of the Constitution of India states that “No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except 

according to procedure established by law”. After reading the Article 21, it has been interpreted that the term ‘life’ 

includes all those aspects of life which go to make a man’s life meaningful, complete and worth living. The strategy 

adopted by the Supreme Court with a view to expand the ambit of Art. 21 and to imply certain right there from, has 

been to interpret Art.21 along with international charters on Human Rights. 

 The Court has implied the right of privacy from Art.21 by interpreting it in conformity with Art.12 of the Universal 

Declaration on Human Rights and Art.17 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966. Both of 

these international documents provide for the right of privacy. 

 Article 21 of the Constitution of India states that “No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except 

according to procedure established by law”. The right to life enshrined in Article 21 has been liberally interpreted 

so as to mean something more than mere survival and mere existence or animal existence. It therefore includes all 

those aspects of life which makes a man’s life more meaningful, complete and worth living and right to privacy is 

one such right. 

 The first time this topic was ever raised was in the case of Kharak Singh v. State of UP where the Supreme Court 

held that Regulation 236 of UP Police regulation was unconstitutional as it clashed with Article 21 of the 

Constitution. It was held by the Court that the right to privacy is a part of right to protection of life and personal 

liberty. Here, the Court had equated privacy to personal liberty. 

What is constitutional bench? 

Constitution bench is the name given to the benches of the Supreme Court of India which consist of at least five judges 

of the court which sit to decide any case “involving a substantial question of law as to the interpretation” of the 

Constitution of India. This provision has been mandated by Article 145 (3) of the Constitution of India.The Chief Justice 

of India has the power to constitute a Constitution Bench and refer cases to it. 

Need of larger constitutional bench: 

 The sheer importance of Aadhar issue makes this decision worthy enough to get mandate of 9 judge constitutional 

bench. 

 The challenge created by use of technology in daily lives has made this issue very crucial, challenging and 

complicated, thus the constitutional bench should make a decision on such critical aspect of life. 

 The history of judicial interpretation about the right to privacy has created some kind of ambiguity and thus the 9 

judge bench and its authority will create the clarity about the legal and constitutional position of right to privacy. 

 Larger constitutional bench will accommodate more judges and thus will bring the expertise from diverse section 

and fields. This will lead to consideration of all possible dimensions about this issue very important issue. 

As far as the delays are avoided, the 9 judges’ constitutional bench is the welcome step for the interpretation and decision 

making on right to privacy and its status as a fundamental right. 
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Conclusion: 

Right to privacy is an essential component of right to life and personal liberty under Article 21. Right of privacy may, 

apart from contract, also arise out of a particular specific relationship, which may be commercial, matrimonial or even 

political. Right to privacy is not an absolute right; it is subject to reasonable restrictions for prevention of crime, disorder 

or protection of health or morals or protection of rights and freedom of others. Where there is a conflict between two 

derived rights, the right which advances public morality and public interest prevails. 

 

Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers 

& privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Q) What does the law say on nominating members to the Assembly of a Union 

Territory? Why does the system of nominated members exist in Puducherry? In the light 

of recent controversy, examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background- 

LG Kiran Bedi administered the oath of office to V Saminathan, president of the BJP’s Puducherry unit, K G Shankar, 

its treasurer, and S Selvaganapathy, an educationist and member of the Puducherry BJP, making them members of the 

Assembly. The ceremony was conducted without public function giving no reasons for such urgency. Political parties 

including the Congress, DMK, VCK and Left condemned the Centre’s “arbitrariness” in choosing the three nominated 

members – which allowed the BJP to enter the Assembly — and the “undemocratic” manner in which they had been 

“secretly” sworn in. 

Legal procedure to nominate the members to the Assembly of UT- 

 Article 239(A), first introduced in the Constitution by the Fourteenth Amendment in 1962, allows Parliament to 

enact a law for the creation of “a body, whether elected or partly nominated and partly elected, to function as a 

Legislature” for Puducherry. 

 Under The Government of Union Territories Act, 1963, “the Central Government may nominate not more than 

three persons, not being persons in the service of Government, to be members of the Legislative Assembly of the 

Union Territory.” 

 Puducherry and Delhi are the only two Union Territories that also have elected Assemblies. As per The Government 

of Union Territories Act that governs Puducherry, the 30-member Assembly can have an additional three members 

nominated by the Centre. LG Kiran Bedi administered the oath of office to the nominated members based on the 

recommendation sent by the union Home Ministry. 

Why does the system of nominated member exist in Puducherry? 

 At the time of the debate in Rajya Sabha on the Constitution Amendment Bill, the purpose of the nomination 

appeared to be to allow members from a community not adequately represented to be part of the legislature. 

However, in the enacted law, there was no mention of representation from weaker or inadequately represented 

sections as a purpose of the nominations. 

 In fact, one member argued that the concept of nomination should not be applicable at all, given the size of a Union 

Territory, and called for such a clause to be made available only under certain conditions. 

 Another member felt that the union government would use this provision for ulterior motives — he referred to a 

situation in the Nagpur Corporation where the Congress managed to overturn its minority situation by nominating 

members to the body. 

 A third member suggested the use of single transferable vote, like in the case of elections to Rajya Sabha, to 

nominate members. 

 A fourth suggested the use of a Resolution in the Assembly to approve the nomination of members. 

What is the process followed in the nomination to the Puducherry Assembly? (Extra info) 

Political parties have been arguing that only the Speaker has the power to induct a member in the House. However, the 

law for Puducherry only specifies that the central government has the power to nominate; the process to be followed is 

unclear as there is no rule or notification. 
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This is similar to the nomination of an Anglo-Indian member: while the All India Anglo Indian Association and 

Federation of Anglo-Indian Associations in India can send recommendation for nomination to Parliament and state 

Assemblies, the government has the final say in sending the names to the President or Governor for nomination. 

 

Q) Do you think there is a need for codifying privileges and giving primacy to a citizen’s 

right to free speech over legislative privileges? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background- 

The case of the Karnataka Assembly imposing fines and imprisonment on two journalists for writing something against 

the Speaker when he was a legislator and against another legislator has once again revived the debate about the need for 

codifying privileges and giving primacy to a citizen’s right to free speech over legislative privileges. 

Introduction- 

The term parliamentary privileges is used in Constitutional writings to denote both these types of rights and immunities. 

Sir Thomas Erskine May has defined the expression Parliamentary privileges as follows: The sum of the peculiar rights 

enjoyed by each house collectively and by members of each house of parliament individually, without which they cannot 

discharge their functions, and which exceed those possessed by other bodies or individuals. Articles 105 and 194 of the 

Indian constitution clearly lay down that the “power, privileges and immunities of the legislature. 

Is there need for codifying the legislative privileges by giving primacy to a citizen’s right to free speech 

over legislative privileges? 

Arguments against- 

 Legislative privileges are provided so that legislatures can discharge their duties without fear and favor and without 

external interference. Codification of their privileges would undermine their freedom and may hamper the 

effectiveness of legislature to discharge their duties. 

 Just because some parliamentarians violate the spirit of the legislative purposes do not mean that they should be 

overhauled and be made drastic changes in them. 

Arguments in favor- 

 Absoluteness of privileges- 

Un-codification of the privileges has led to absoluteness of the privileges. Articles 105 and 194 clearly lay down that the 

“power, privileges and immunities of the legislature shall be as may from time to time be defined by the legislature, and 

until so defined, shall be those of the House of Commons”. The expression “until so defined” does not mean an absolute 

power not to define privileges at all. 

The present situation has led to classic paradox where the ‘sovereign people of India’ have a restricted right to free speech 

but ‘their servants or representatives’ have an absolute freedom of speech in the Houses. 

 No parliamentary sovereignty- 

In India parliament is not sovereign body like that of British. Thus there should be some checks and controls over the 

powers and privileges of the parliament. However non-codification of the privileges paves the way for authoritarian 

tendencies in democratic institution. 

 Parliamentary privileges Vs Fundamental rights– 

Parliamentary privileges violate the fundamental rights of the citizens. For eg recent case of Karnataka legislative 

assembly. Constitution guarantees freedom of speech and expression under art 19 (though not absolute) is easily 

overridden by the parliamentary privileges due to lack of codification of the privileges. 

 Increasing misuse of the privileges- 

There have been increasing instances of the misuse of the privileges by legislatures in India. Though constitution makers 

have left the space for the codification of the privileges, there have been no such steps taken by the parliament thereafter. 

This has left the vagueness, ambiguity in the privileges that leads to its misuse.  
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 Fear of judicial scrutiny- 

The codification of privileges is basically resisted because it would make the privileges subject to fundamental rights and 

hence to judicial scrutiny and evolution of new privileges would not be possible. 

Conclusion- 

With the increasing awareness in the political sphere, there have been growing clamor for the control over parliamentary 

privileges. Legislative organ of the state should voluntarily adopt the codification of the privileges that would preserve 

the dignity of the institution and rights of the citizens. 

 

Q) Differentiate between regular deliberations of the parliamentary committees and 

testimonies of important public officials before these committees. Do you think testimonies 

of public officials before the parliamentary committees should be made public and 

broadcast live? Comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The regular deliberations of parliamentary committees are those where the legislators meet to discuss on the issues 

before them, such as new bills, and freely and frankly exchange their opinions, to present their report. 

Whereas the testimonies of public official before such committees involve the concerned public officials, who are 

required to be present before it and present the evidence and information asked for, in its acts on inquiry and 

investigation into matters of public importance. 

The paucity of time in the hand of parliamentarians during the session entail an alternative platform to do detail analysis 

and discussion over an issue. In that sense, parliamentary committees provide such an alternative platform. But the 

major limitation of the parliamentary committee is their covert working. Transparency is missing in their sittings, 

deliberation, discussion and testimonies. 

While deliberation and discussions on issues is a common feature of parliamentary committees. But Testimonies are 

done on some special cases. 

For example, the case of RBI chief’s testimony before committee on finance. People at large were stakeholders in the 

process of demonetization, but the public could not watch the proceedings of the committee. 

In contrast, in US the testimony of FBI chief before the senate committee was watched live by people across world. In 

general, Senate and HRP keeps its committees’ proceedings open to public except for few instances. Similarly, in UK, 

committee meetings are made transparent for public gaze. 

The testimonies, need to be made public, and broadcast live, for the following reasons:  

 Countries like USA, UK, and South Africa allow for the practice, and emulation in India would be an acceptance of 

one of such global best practices as regards the legislature. 

 The move will enhance transparency and accountability on the part of the legislators, as well as the administration. 

 The maxim of supremacy of the people, applicable to a sovereign nation like India, would be in conformance with 

such a move. 

 It will allow greater access to information, deepening the roots of democracy even further. 

However, public broadcast might be problematic as: 

 It might reduce the productivity of these committees as the main aim might move towards public gesturing rather 

than keeping the official accountable. 

 It might also be used by parliamentarians to express their anger towards some public officials such as RBI governor 

or Economic advisor. 

 It might put issues of national security, economic security under the gaze of unwanted elements. 

 There is no legal provision for this effect. 

 These reforms will not be successful in the prevailing political culture of the country. The legislators in advanced 

democracies in Europe and North America are free to take their independent positions and they don’t necessarily 

toe the party line on each and every issue. In India, the political culture has been marred by the whip system of 
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political parties, the anti-defection law and the lack of intra-party democracy. If individual legislators are 

unshackled from party lines, they will be encouraged to expend more effort in studying the matter to be discussed 

in committee meetings. They will also be freer to honour the views of their respective constituents rather than be 

bulldozed by high command fiats. 

Conclusion – 

Transparency in parliamentary committee will make our democracy more strong but judicious transparency is the need 

of hour. We should form a policy regarding making committee proceeding public but the concern regarding national 

interest and other sensitive issues. 

 

Topic: Powers, Functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. 

Q) As an institution, what are the major challenges that the Election Commission of India 

faces today? What mechanisms it has placed to address these challenges? Examine. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority responsible for 

administering election processes in India. The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, state 

legislatures, and the offices of the President and Vice President in the country. The Election Commission operates under 

the authority of Constitution per Article 324, and subsequently enacted Representation of the People Act. The 

Commission has the powers under the Constitution, to act in an appropriate manner when the enacted laws make 

insufficient provisions to deal with a given situation in the conduct of an election. 

Procedural Challenges faced by Election Commission :- 

 Diversity :- The task of EC becomes even more important in a democracy like India where diversity is not an 

exception but a norm. Diversity in India exists along all the possible lines- topography, belief, language, 

sensibilities, aspirations, and living standards among other things. Hence conducting hustle free, fair, timely 

election has always been a challenge. 

Solution :- Roping in workforce from different wings of government, deploying maximum security forces for ensuring 

free, fair elections. 

 Enrolment process and ensuring maximum participation :- Given the scale of India’s populace one can imagine 

how massive this task is. The demographic transition India is going through makes it even more cumbersome. The 

fact that there are 81.4 cr eligible voters this Lok sabha election shows the sheer size of this enterprise. The right to 

exercise one’s power to vote is the bedrock of modern democracies. So EC is also mandated to energise the election 

process to ensure that the election results reflect the true, broad based results. One forth of India’s populace is still 

unlettered. A significant proportion of our people are physically challenged. Poor infrastructure and hard terrain 

poses accessibility challenges. Naxal affected areas and vulnerable polling stations pose security threats. These 

challenges call for innovative and sincere solutions. 

Solution :- Voters awareness program, vulnerability mapping of the polling booths, accessibility audits, deployment of 

central police forces, EVM-VVPAT among other things, systematic Voter’s Education and Electoral Participation 

(SVEEP) 

 Ensuring a level playing field and good spirit :- EC has devised a model code of conduct (MCC). It has also issued 

guidelines to be observed during campaigning. But this particular task has become increasingly more difficult in 

recent times due to evolution of new mediums of communications and innovative and overzealous campaigning. 

Social media is an evolving platform. It provides an intimate, immediate and democratic space for information 

dissemination and interaction. The scale and depth of this platform is so vast that it is practically impossible to 

oversight and regulate it in a liberal democracy like India. EC is still grappling with this challenge. There are no 

easy solutions to it. EC is opening itself up to new possibilities and multi- stakeholder involvement. 

Structural Challenges faced as an Institution :- 

 Present structure :- It consist of one Chief election commissioner and two other election commissioner who don’t 

enjoy same autonomy and powers as Chief election commissioner. Also tenure of Election commissioner not fixed 

hence not safe and independent of government’s intervention. Election Commissioner has demanded more 

autonomy and equal status for all recently. 
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 Lack of Autonomy :- The election process of Chief election commission is not interference proof. The expenditure 

incurred by it is not charged on consolidated fund of India. It doesn’t even has a separate dedicated staff for 

conducting election process and has to be dependent on various government departments for roping in personnel. 

 Decreasing credibility :- Many political parties challenged the tampering with the EVMs which led to victory of a 

particular party. Frequent use of money power and muscle power is being viewed as rude shock to fairness of 

election process. The EC has handled it well by throwing open challenge to any political party or expert of hack or 

crack EVMs code. EC is satisfied as no one turned to do so and voter has faith on EVMs. 100% introduction of 

VVPAT will help to boost voters’ confidence into mode of conducting elections through EVMs. The EC can only 

disqualify a candidate if the money expenditure is no shown in his accounts. Other than that use of illicit money 

and black money tackling is outside the purview of EC. However, it has recommended the govt. to amend RPA and 

make it an offence. It has also suggested to include new clause 58 (B) to empower itself to cancel poll in case of 

muscle power use. 

Conclusion :- A Democracy thrives on the integrity, competency and neutrality of its public institutions. Election 

commission (EC) is arguably single most important institution in a democracy. It is so critical for a democracy that 

quality of this institution is a baseline to evaluate the overall veracity of representative institutions.EC is constitutionally 

entrusted to work as an agent which ensures that the sanctity and veracity of the election process is not vitiated or 

distorted. 

EC has transformed itself into an institution which is trusted by Indian people. Its various recommendations and moves 

to keep up with the challenges of the times have strengthened the elections process. Its neutrality, efficiency and work 

ethic are well established now. Robustness of our election results, peaceful transition of power and people’s faith in the 

EC stand testimony to all its virtues. It certainly is the dark knight of our democracy. 

 

Q) Criminalisation of politics has been a matter of great concern, particularly in the last 

two decades. Critically examine how both the Supreme Court and the Election 

Commission of India are becoming instrumental in cleaning politics. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The participation of anybody involved in criminal doings, minor or major in political functioning of the country is termed 

as leading to “criminalisation of politics”. 

Every third MP in the 16th Lok Sabha has criminal charges. Vohra Committee in 1993 and the second ARC report, 2008 

recommend to cleanse politics. But still Criminalisation of politics has been a matter of great concern. 

Roles played by S.C. and E.C. – 

Judgements by Supreme Court in concern: 

1. Section 8 of the Representation of Peoples’ Act, 1951 disqualifies a person convicted with a sentence of 2 or more 

years from contesting elections. But those under trial continued to be legible to contest elections. Lily Thomas case 

(2013) ended this advantage to criminals. 

2. In Ramesh Dalal Vs UoI 2005, held that members of legislature shall also subject to disqualification if on the day 

of filling his nomination paper he stands convicted in the court of law. 

3. Introduction of NOTA in PUCL vs Union of India, 2014. 

4. In UoI vs ADR 2002 the Supreme court directed that all the contesting candidates at the time of filling the 

nomination papers shall disclose their assets and liabilities, criminal conviction if any and pending cases in court 

of law so that voters can reject candidate with such background. 

5. The Supreme Court asked the Law Commission of India to submit a report on framing of false charges and 

submission of false affidavits, which were accepted by it partially in 2014. 

6. The Supreme Court in 1997 directed all the high courts not to suspend the conviction of a person on appeal if he is 

convicted and sentenced to imprisonment by a trial court under the Prevention of Corruption Act 1988. 

7. In Public Interest Foundation Vs UoI 2014, the Supreme Court directed the trial courts to complete the trial of 

cases involving the legislators within one year. 
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Election Commission also kept into account the need to exclude criminals from politics: 

 It has suggested debarring candidates facing serious criminal charges in 2015. But it will include only: 

1. Only heinous offences like murder, dacoity, rape, kidnapping or moral turpitude.  

2. The case should have been registered at least a year before the elections. 

3. The court must have framed the charges. 

 EVM machine: Electronic voting machine brings more transparency by preventing malpractice of false voting and 

ballot tampering. 

 VVPAT initiative: Voter verified personal audit trail will address issue of loopholes such as EVM hacking and 

Machine manipulation. 

 Installation of CCTV camera during voting: Direction of election commission to install CCTV camera at sensitive 

polling booth will bring more transparency in the voting process. 

 Model Code of Conduct: These are guidelines issued by ECI at election time which should be followed by political 

parties and candidates fighting an election. 

 In 1997 the ECI directed the Returning Officer to reject the nomination papers of any candidates if on the day of 

filling nomination paper he stands convicted in a court of law even if his sentence is suspended. 

However, there are some concerns regarding these measures: 

 Lengthy legal process- sometimes the cases drag for even decades. 

 False cases may be filed as a tool of political vendetta. 

 The definition of heinous crimes may change as per times and societal conditions. 

Conclusion – 

Cleaning politics has been a matter of concern since a long time. Intervention by various NGOs, Election commission 

and Supreme court at various instances are positive moves to make political system clean and healthy which is the 

utmost requirement of one of the largest democracy of the world. 

 

Topic: Appointment to various Constitutional post 

Q) Critically analyse role of the President in a parliamentary democracy such as India. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Parliamentary democracy is a system of government in which citizens elect representatives to a legislative parliament to 

make the necessary laws and decisions for the country. This parliament directly represents the people. In type of this 

democratic structure the role of President is very crucial. The role of president can be analysed and studied by various 

power provided to this constitutional post: 

Executive powers 

 The executive powers of the Indian Union, under Article 53 of the Constitution, vest in the President. The President 

has a right to be informed of all of the nation’s affairs, enjoys powers to appoint and remove high Constitutional 

authorities, including the prime minister and the council of ministers. Legislative powers 

 Under the Indian Constitution, the government needs prior Presidential sanction before introducing legislation 

such as for creating a new state or changes in the boundary of existing states or even a change in its name. 

 The President also promulgates ordinances or emergent legislation during Parliament’s recess. The President also 

nominates members to both the Houses. 

Military powers 

The President is the Supreme Commander of the Indian Armed Forces and all officers’ appointments are made by him 

or her, including that of the chiefs. The country declares war in the name of the President and also concludes peace, all 

from the control and authority over Parliament that the President enjoys. 
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Diplomatic roles 

India’s President has wide-ranging roles to play when it comes to diplomacy for maintaining relations with other 

countries. The country’s ambassadors and high commissioners are his representatives in foreign land. He also receives 

the credentials of diplomatic representatives of foreign countries. The President also negotiates treaties and agreements 

with other nations prior to ratification by Parliament. 

Judicial powers 

The President enjoys judicial powers, primarily to rectify judicial errors, grant pardons and reprieves from punishment. 

The President can also seek the opinion of the Supreme Court on legal and Constitutional matters and on matters of 

national and people’s interest. 

Financial roles 

The President causes the presentation of audit reports before Parliament and is to receive the report of the finance 

commission and to act on its recommendations. The Contingency Fund of India is also at the President’s disposal. 

Emergency powers 

Three kinds of emergencies are envisaged by the Constitution. Under national emergency powers, the President can 

declare a state of emergency after satisfying that the country’s security is at peril, either from external aggression or 

armed rebellion within. The national emergency is declared only after the Prime Minister and the cabinet recommends 

it in writing. 

Along with these main functions, the critical role of President is: 

 He/she acts as the final authority over the decision making, thus reviews the decision of parliament and may avoid 

the popular decision for political benefits. 

 The provision of pardoning power of president may provide relief to accused with a chance of self-correction and 

rehabilitation. 

 The chair of President protects the constitutionalism of executive decisions by review of the peculiar bill. 

 The review power of President has restored by 44th Forty-second Amendment of the Constitution of India (1976) 

made it explicit that the President shall, “act in accordance with such advice”. The 44th Amendment (1978) however 

added that the President can send the advice back for reconsideration once. But if the Council of Ministers sends 

the same advice again to the President then the President must accept it. 

 During the occasion of a hung Parliament, his supreme mediating role ensures the formation of a stable 

government. 

 On one hand, President acts as a representative of country on international front while on other She/he facilitates 

the smooth functioning of Parliament. 

The presidential role is criticised for various reasons: 

 In certain cases, the prior sanction of President to introduce the bill in house encroaches on the rights of popularly 

voted government. 

 Promulgation of ordinance (Art 123) in recent past has attracted the criticism in political sphere. 

 In many cases the President acts as a mere rubber stamp and as a titular head without challenging the rationality 

of the decision taken by popular government. 

 As per article 356 of constitution of India, President Rule in various states has been the part of criticism from long 

time. 

Being the part of Parliament and the first citizen of country the President plays the very vital role in working of the 

Parliamentary democracy of the country. 
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Q) Examine how the constitution of India has defined the role of the President and Vice 

President of India. Can these functionaries use their offices to present their personal 

ideologies to the nation? Critically comment.  (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

President of India: 

 Part V of the Constitution under Chapter I lists out the qualification, election and impeachment of the President of 

India.  

 The President of Indiais the head of state of the Republic of India. 

 The President is the formal head of the executive, legislature and judiciary of India 

 President is the commander-in-chief of the Indian Armed Forces.  

 As per Article 53 of the Constitution of India states that the President can exercise his or her powers directly or by 

subordinate authority, with few exceptions, all of the executive authority vested in the President is, in practice, 

exercised by the Council of Ministers (CoM). 

Vice President of India: 

 The Vice-President of India is the second-highest constitutional office in India, after the President. 

 Article 63 of Indian Constitution states that “there shall be a Vice-President of India.” 

 The Vice-President acts as President in the absence of the President due to death, resignation, impeachment, or 

other situations. 

 The Vice-President of India is also ex officio Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha. 

 Article 66 of the Indian Constitution states the manner of election of the Vice-President. 

As long as the role of the president defined in the constitution of India, it is more of a ceremonial in nature and thus acts 

as a head of the state above all kind of controversies. The core function of the post of president and vice president is to 

uphold the constitution of India. The discretionary powers provided to these two constitutional posts can be analysed in 

order to study the above motioned question. 

Discretionary powers of the President: 

1. Suspensive veto 

2. Pocket veto 

3. Under article 78 the President enjoys the right to seek information from the PM regarding the administration of 

the affairs of the union. 

4. When no political party or coalition of parties enjoys the majority in Lok Sabha, then the President has discretion 

in inviting the leader of that party or coalition of parties who in his opinion is able to form a stable government. 

Though the discretionary powers are few and their scope of application is limited, the president is able to use them as a 

way to check hasty and ill-considered legislation by the parliament. Disapproval by the president is also not taken lightly 

as it comes from the highest constitutional office of the land. 

Can these functionaries use their offices to present their personal ideologies to the nation? 

 Though there is scope to slightly expand the discretionary power of the president, it is not done because it has a 

chance to undermine the de facto executive of the country and his council of ministers. The president can however 

use his office and its back channels to communicate any and all grievances to the government informally. 

 The very nature of the posts of the President and Vice President does not allow them to present their personal 

ideology. As advice of the Council of Minister headed by Prime Minister is binding on the President (Art 74), there 

is little scope for President to exercise his/her personal ideologies. Even if President can put forward his/her 

personal ideology in public, it cannot be institutionalized. Hence there are visible limitations on the powers and 

functions of the President. 

 The very high post of President and vice president of India is dignified and thus not expected to use office to present 

personal views. Being the first citizen of India and head of the state, no ideology stands valid in front of the top 
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most constitutional post. The essence of the constitutionality and fundamental moral values of governance are to 

be upheld and to be protected by the chair of the president and vice president of India. 

 The vice president of India though second to the seat of President, has equal amount of responsibility to protect 

the sanctity of honorable constitution of India. Being the ex officio head of the Rajya sabha, s/he is expected to 

follow highest degree of non-partisan behavior while leading the state representation. Vice president occupies the 

position of President in certain cases and thus not expected to promote personal ideologies through the office. 

Conclusion- 

Thus it is amply clear that, though highest in precedent, the posts of powers of office of President and Vice President 

cannot be used to propound personal ideology. Being the head of the state, expects President to be highly impartial so 

that dignity and respect of the constitution are maintained and preserved.  

 

Topic:  Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies 

Q) Discuss the significance and salient features of the Inter-State River Water Disputes 

(Amendment) Bill 2017. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background & Existing condition: 

With increasing demand for water, inter-state river water disputes are on the rise but the present Inter State River Water 

Dispute Act, 1956 that provides the legal framework to address such disputes is seen to have many drawbacks. Under 

the present Act, a separate Tribunal has to be established for each dispute. 

At present, there are eight inter-state water dispute tribunals. The list is: 

1. Godavari Water Disputes Tribunal 

2. Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal –I 

3. Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal 

4. Ravi & Beas Water Tribunal 

5. Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal 

6. Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal –II 

7. Vansadhara Water Disputes Tribunal 

8. Mahadayi Water Disputes Tribunal 

Currently there is no time limit for adjudication or publication of reports and no upper age limit for the chairman or the 

members. 

The Inter-State river water disputes are governed by the Inter-State Water Disputes Act, 1956. If a State Government 

makes a request regarding any water dispute and the Central Government is of opinion that the water dispute cannot be 

settled by negotiations, then a Water   Disputes Tribunal is constituted for the adjudication of the water dispute. 

This act was further amended in 2002 to include the major recommendations of ‘The Sarkaria Commission’. The 

amendments mandated a one year time frame to setup the water disputes tribunal and also a 3 year time frame to give 

a decision. 

Features of the bill: 

 Disputes Resolution Committee: Under the Act, when a complaint is received from a state government regarding 

a water dispute, the central government may ask the affected states to undertake negotiations to settle the dispute. 

 The Bill replaces this provision and requires the central government to set up a Disputes Resolution Committee 

(DRC), for resolving any inter-state water dispute amicably. The DRC will get a period of one year, extendable by 

six months, to submit its report to the central government. 

 Members of DRC: Members of the DRC will be from relevant fields, as deemed fit by the central government. 

 Tribunal: The Bill proposes to set up an Inter-State River Water Disputes Tribunal, for adjudication of water 

disputes, if a dispute is not resolved through the DRC.  This tribunal can have multiple benches. 
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 All existing tribunals will be dissolved and the water disputes pending adjudication before such existing tribunals 

will be transferred to this newly formed tribunal. 

 Composition of the Tribunal: The tribunal shall consist of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, and not more than six 

nominated members (judges of the Supreme Court or of a High Court), nominated by the Chief Justice of India.  

 Under the Act, any water disputes tribunal has to give its decision on a dispute within a period of three years. This 

period is extendable by a maximum of two years. 

 Under the Act, if the matter is again referred to the tribunal by a state for further consideration, the tribunal has to 

submit its report to the central government within a period of one year. 

 Under the Act, if the matter is again referred to the tribunal by a state for further consideration, the tribunal has to 

submit its report to the central government within a period of one year. 

 Under the Act, the decision of the tribunal must be published by the central government in the official gazette. 

 Under the Act, the central government maintains a data bank and information system at the national level for each 

river basin. 

 The Bill gives the central government powers to make rules in which water will be distributed during stress 

situations arising from shortage in the availability of water. 

The bill is a step towards the cooperative federalism and will promote a prompt decision making in case of the various 

interstate water disputes. The solutions on water disputes will help in the socio economic development of stakeholder 

states. The implementation of the proposed steps in the bill in its true spirit will develop an integrated regime of river 

water utilisation. 

 

Q) NITI Aayog is responsible for monitoring and evaluating government schemes. Critically 

evaluate its functioning. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

NITI Aayog or the National Institution for Transforming India is a Government of India policy think-tank established 

by the government to replace the Planning Commission which followed the top-down model. 

Aim of establishing Niti Aayog: 

 To evolve a shared vision of national 

development priorities sectors and strategies 

with the active involvement of States in the 

light of national objectives 

 To foster cooperative federalism through 

structured support initiatives and 

mechanisms with the States on a continuous 

basis, recognizing that strong States make a 

strong nation 

 To develop mechanisms to formulate credible 

plans at the village level and aggregate these 

progressively at higher levels of government 

 To ensure, on areas that are specifically 

referred to it, that the interests of national 

security are incorporated in economic 

strategy and policy 

 To pay special attention to the sections of our 

society that may be at risk of not benefiting adequately from economic progress 

 To design strategic and long term policy and programme frameworks and initiatives, and monitor their progress 

and their efficacy. The lessons learnt through monitoring and feedback are to be used for making innovative 

improvements, including necessary mid-course corrections 
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 To provide advice and encourage partnerships between key stakeholders and national and international like-

minded Think tanks, as well as educational and policy research institutions. 

 To create a knowledge, innovation and entrepreneurial support system through a collaborative community of 

national and international experts, practitioners and other partners. 

 To offer a platform for resolution of inter-sectorial and inter departmental issues in order to accelerate the 

implementation of the development agenda. 

 To maintain a state-of-the-art Resource Centre, be a repository of research on good governance and best practices 

in sustainable and equitable development as well as help their dissemination to stake-holders 

 To actively monitor and evaluate the implementation of programmes and initiatives, including the identification 

of the needed resources so as to strengthen the probability of success and scope of delivery 

 To focus on technology up gradation and capacity building for implementation of programmes and initiatives 

 To undertake other activities as may be necessary in order to further the execution of the national development 

agenda, and the objectives mentioned above. 

Criticism of Niti Aayog: 

1. Any think tank has to be slightly distant from the Government. The members and Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog 

have been defending Government on all issues which is actually the role of various ministries of the Government. 

2. There has to be awareness regarding all the constraints, be in touch with professional organizations and then decide 

whether a programme and schemes will work or not. Based on this, it has to give suggestions to the State 

Governments and Government of India. This role has not been performed by NITI Aayog; therefore, this body 

needs some more time. 

3. Financial independence of Niti Ayog is still under question. 

4. Sector wise solutions have to be found in order to make implementation more effective. 

5. People’s participation has not provided enough attention in the administrative structure of Niti Aayog. 

Conclusion: 

Any criticism that leads to improvement or transformation is welcome. More studies are required to be done along with 

accountability. A clear roadmap of plans and ideas has to be there. The institution is expected to serve the purpose of 

co-operative federalism. NITI Aayog should make evaluations of the flagship programmes being run by the Government 

and help in delivering those programmes on ground. 

 

Q) Write a critical note on the NITI Aayog’s Action Agenda. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background – 

In May 2016, the Prime Minister’s Office advised the NITI Aayog, it’s premier, independent think tank, to prepare a 

Fifteen Year Vision, Seven Year Strategy and Three Year Action Agenda. As a result, NITI Aayog Action Agenda is a large 

Vision Document which spans a Three Year Agenda, a seven-year strategy and a 15-year vision till fiscal year 2031-32. 

How does the Vision, Strategy and Action Agenda exercise differ from the Five Year Plan process? 

The 12th Five Year Plan was the last of the Five Year Plans. With an increasingly open and liberalized economy and given 

the new realities of the global economy, we needed to rethink the tools and approaches to conceptualizing the 

development process. The Vision, Strategy and Action Agenda framework will allow us to better align the development 

strategy with the changed reality of India. 

Three Year Action Agenda – 

Components- 

 Agriculture: Doubling Farmers’ Incomes by 2022 

 Industry and Services: Job Creation 

 Urban Development 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/25/3-write-critical-note-niti-aayogs-action-agenda/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/gst-bankruptcy-law-nda-govt-economic-reform-4765746/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  27 www.insightsias.com  

 Regional strategies 

 Transport and Digital Connectivity 

 Science & Technology 

 Energy 

 Governance 

 Taxation and Regulation 

 Education and Skill Development 

 Building an Inclusive Society 

 Health  

 Environment and Water Resources 

Positives of Action Agenda – 

 Wide Ranging: Covers many sectors of the economy. 

 Comprehensive:An Agenda of this scope runs the risk of saying a little something about everything but the 

document manages to inform, reason, and offer a sense of priorities for policy reform.  

 Core dilemma of economy addressed: 

– 50% of India’s workforce employed in agriculture but contributes only 15% of output.  

– Firms with less than 20 workers employ 72% of the manufacturing workforce and produce merely 12% of the 

manufacturing output. 

– 40% of the services output is produced by merely 2% of the service sector workers, employed in the largest 

services firms. 

 Productivity-enhancing reforms listed : 

– use of high-yield seeds 

– improved irrigation techniques 

– removal of the tariff inversion problem 

– modern land-leasing law to deal with small and fragmented holdings 

– China Model : development of a few Coastal Economic Zones operating under a liberal environment (eg without 

restrictive labour laws) and with an abundance of land. 

 Agenda offers a view of existing infrastructure on Transport and physical connectivity, as well as digital connectivity 

and lists measures to improve the same. 

However, there are certain ground realities which haven’t been effectively addressed in the Action 

Agenda – 

 Mixed Signals: International Trade is recognised as important to growth in the Action Agenda. But India has joined 

countries like Bolivia, Cuba and Venezuela in efforts to derail TFA in WTO. 

 There is considerable unevenness across the country in access to the digital network and in the ability to benefit 

from such services. 

 Its push for digitisation is most needed for the judicial system, primarily in the form of electronic case registration 

and management.  

 India’s inefficient judicial system, that leads to poor contract enforcement. 

 Progress on labour reforms have so far been slow. 

 Lack of Stakeholders involvement in Skill India is not addressed. 

 Silent on Political Reforms and hasn’t addressed environmental sustainability concerns adequately. 
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Other issues Missing from the Aayog’s vision: 

 Political reforms are primarily more important. 

 Inclusiveness should be primary focus. 

 The problem of jobless growth which leads to poverty is missing. 

 Problem of agrarian crisis 

 Clean water, sanitation, slums, etc. 

Conclusion – 

The real job of NITI Aayog should be to realize the real challenges behind any vision and not just putting forward a 

manifesto. In the current situation where domestic policy is not at peace agenda lacks some political reformatory vision. 

The agenda should focus mainly over how to solve the crisis rather than focusing on time frame. Immediate challenges 

need to be focused. The GOI schemes should be in line with the Aayog’s vision and inclusiveness. Intentions of GOI is 

perfectly placed, the roadmap is required to be paved. 

 

Q) Why was the National Green Tribunal (NGT) set up? What are its objectives? Do you 

think its institutional integrity and autonomy is being compromised? Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

EPW 

National Green Tribunal (NGT) is a tribunal, that was set up for dealing exclusively with environmental cases. it was 

established by the NGT Act, and has been functioning since 2010. 

The reasons for setting it up were:  

1. Huge burden of cases with the judiciary, and environmental cases receiving not so much attention. 

2. The need for specialized and flexible procedures for dealing with environmental cases. 

The objectives of the NGT are: 

1. Effective and expeditious disposal of cases related to environmental protection, and conservation of the 

environment, including forests and natural resources. 

2. Enforcement of environmental laws and regulations, and protection of the rights of citizens to a safe and sound 

environment. 

The work of the NGT done so far needs to be appreciated for the following reasons:  

1. The tribunal has served as an institution for the marginalized and deprived, where they have been able to get justice 

for violation of their environmental rights. 

2. Its stance against activities such as illegal sand mining. 

3. Its efforts in curbing environmental pollution and climate change, highlighted through its verdict of the banning 

of crop waste in the National Capital Region, and asking the government to be more clear-cut, and expeditious in 

its actions to contain the problem of crop waste burning. 

4. Its verdict, banning the registration of diesel-run vehicles in NCT of Delhi, indicated its concern for environmental 

pollution over the concern for ensuring ease of doing business, and protecting the interests of private concerns. 

Threats to independence and autonomy – 

1. In the recent Finance Act, 2017, provisions were incorporated to bring about a change in the terms of conditions 

and service for the members of all the tribunals, including the NGT, including the selection of its members in the 

future by a government committee, and not a committee headed by a Supreme Court judge. 

2. Sufficient provisions have not been provided in the parent act for the enforcement of its orders. 

3. Its verdicts pertaining to the pollution of the Ganga river, as well the pollution of the Yamuna floodplains were 

rendered ineffective through repeated violations. And in the second instance, the tribunal could not even ensure 

the payment of the due compensation by the organizers of the cultural event for polluting the Yamuna floodplain. 
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Conclusion – 

The NGT has without a doubt served as a beacon of hope, amidst rising instances of the overpowering of development 

and growth over that of the environment. But, attempts by the government to curtail its independence, and autonomy 

need to be taken note of in an urgent manner. It must be realized that the existence of such a tribunal is necessary for 

ensuring a balance between the needs of development and environment, and any unfavourable shift in that balance is 

bound to harm us in the long-run, oblivious of the underlying clash for institutional supremacy. 

 

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation 

Q) How will GST impact local self governing bodies? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Down to Earth 

Introduction :-  Goods and Services Tax (GST) is an indirect tax applicable throughout India which replaced multiple 

cascading taxes levied by the central and state governments. It was introduced as The Constitution (One Hundred and 

First Amendment) Act 2017, following the passage of Constitution 122nd Amendment Bill. The GST is governed by a 

GST Council and its Chairman is the Finance Minister of India. Under GST, goods and services is taxed at the following 

rates, 0%, 5%, 12%, 18%, 28%. There is a special rate of 0.25% on rough precious and semi-precious stones and 3% on 

gold. 

The Goods and Services Tax (GST), India’s biggest tax reform in 70 years of independence, was launched on the midnight 

of 30 June 2017 by the Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi. The launch was marked by a historic midnight (June 

30-July 1, 2017) session of both the houses of parliament convened at the Central Hall of the Parliament. 

A single GST replaced several existing taxes and levies which include: central excise duty, services tax, additional 

customs duty, surcharges, state-level value added tax and Octroi. Other levies which were applicable on inter-state 

transportation of goods has also been done away with in GST regime. 

The following taxes will be replaced by the GST: 

 Central Excise Duty 

 Commercial Tax 

 Value Added Tax (VAT) 

 Food Tax 

 Central Sales Tax(CST) 

 Introit 

 Octroi 

 Entertainment Tax 

 Entry Tax 

 Purchase Tax 

 Luxury Tax 

 Advertisement tax 

 Service Tax 

 Customs Duty 

 Surcharges 

Impact of GST on local self governing bodies :- 

 Local bodies being basic community service provider such as health care, education etc needs financial autonomy 

for providing excel services. Earlier having power of collecting some taxes property, octroi, entertainment they had 

some financial resources handy for providing services. But with the enforcement of GST, these financial resources 

will be dry up and they have to depend upon the grants-in-aid from states, may deprive of their rightful share 

because of immaturity and poor conditions of states.  
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 With no formula developed by GST council for revenue sharing and having little bargaining power of local bodies, 

enforcement of GST may defeat the purpose of 73rd & 74th amendment of making local bodies relevant. 

 Thus in a way GST regime will stifle their Financial Autonomy and Will lead to Imbalance and weak Urban 

Governance. 

However one could also hope that GST will lead to tax compliance and consolidation. Hence centre will be benefitted 

with more tax revenue which could lead to further tax devolution at local level as done by 14th finance commission. 

Conclusion :- It’s a Great Opportunity for the GST Council & Government to “Empower Local Bodies” by the 

Implementation of Proper Devolution Mechanism(law) of taxes between the states and Local Bodies having a full proof 

mechanism In order to Protect the Spirit & aim of Constitutional status Awarded to Local self Government’s by 73 and 

74th Constitutional Amendment acts 

 

Q) Critically analyse various dimensions of privacy related issues involved in Aadhaar 

debate. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Aadhaar has become topic of intense debate in India with the government’s compulsion for every resident to get Aadhaar 

through the legislation. Though the topics like exclusion and inclusion error due to Aadhaar is yet to resolve by 

government, the most important debate has been the violation of privacy due to Aadhaar. 

Dimensions of privacy related issues involved in Aadhaar- 

 Danger of theft of personal data of millions of people- 

Government says UIDAI has put strict restrictions on sharing of data collected for Aadhar card. No download of personal 

information is permitted. Option of lock/disabling an Aadhar number exists with the user. 

The recent data breaches in banking system and technological giants like yahoo, questions the robustness of Aadhaar 

infrastructure. Further government is yet to convince its citizens and Judiciary that how Aadhaar would be leak-proof. 

 Threat of misuse of sensitive information of the residents registered under it- 

Government has stated that Aadhaar is safe because UIDAI stores only minimal data required for biometric matching 

and demographic details. 

Critics of Aadhaar argue that Biometric and demographic details are publicly available, and anybody determined enough 

can obtain these from touched objects and using a powerful camera even without the victim’s cooperation. 

 Compulsion to have Aadhar card for a number of welfare schemes. 

The Government of India (GoI) has repeatedly been saying that it is the government’s position that Indian citizens have 

no constitutional right of privacy. 

It argues that the poor, whose welfare is at stake in the continuance of subsidy payments and other benefits, must be 

prepared to surrender their right of privacy, if any, in order to continue receiving benefits. 

Critics argue that Indian constitution recognizes that the poor have the same rights as the rich in any democratic society. 

The government’s stand may give rise to the doubt whether it is truly committed to protecting its citizens from violations 

of their privacy by the unauthorised use of information provided by them. 

Conclusion- 

The government’s most basic obligation is to protect its citizens’ rights — both their right to sustenance and their right 

to the privacy that enables freedom — equally. It should recognise both the need for Aadhaar and the need for stringent 

rules concerning access to and security of citizens’ biometric data, in order to preserve their privacy. The Constitution 

does not specify ‘right to privacy’ as a fundamental right, but the law on the subject has evolved considerably in India, 

and privacy is now seen as an ingredient of personal liberty. 
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Q) Critically comment on rehabilitation related issues associated with the Sardar Sarovar 

Dam. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The Sardar Sarovar Dam is a gravity dam on the Narmada river near Navagam, Gujarat in India. It is 

the largest dam and part of the Narmada Valley Project, a large hydraulic engineering project involving the construction 

of a series of large irrigation and hydroelectric multi-purpose dams on the Narmada river. The project took form in 1979 

as part of a development scheme to increase irrigation and produce hydroelectricity. 

Benefits of project :- 

The Sardar Sarovar dam Project is said to be the lifeline of Gujarat, and a very beneficial resource for the rural areas in 

these states. The SSP would employ about one million people starting from the start to end of the project. There are 

many regions in Gujarat and Rajasthan that are out of electricity almost throughout the year. To overcome this issue, 

the powerhouse was installed with a capacity of 1450MW, which would provide electricity to those areas in the peak 

hours of the day. The farmers would also get electricity to pump the water and water their farmlands. The SSP will 

provide water for irrigation and benefit 1.8 million hectares of land. 

The other side :- 

But the dam is a case of development which affects the environment directly and indirectly. There is a massive 

environmental displacement which is not even taken into consideration nor given attention. There is a huge inequality 

between those who will benefit and those who bear the majority of the development costs. According to the review of 

Thomas Berger and Bradford Morse from World Bank, stated that the Dam project will submerge around 37,000 

hectares of land for the reservoir, and 80,000 hectares for the extensive canal works. They also noted that it will displace 

100,000 people who live in 245 villages. Moreover, it will also affect approximately 140,000 farmers for canal and 

irrigation system. Thousands of people will be affected who are into fishing industry. 

One of the most important issue of rehabilitation has following angles :- 

 Malpractices in rehabilitation efforts :- Forged and fabricated sale deeds and false reports have been given 

about sale of government land. Thousands of people are roaming helter-skelter, living in partly submerged land 

and trying to manage degraded land allotted in lieu of their fertile land . The tentative figures of families yet to get 

land, and the government bodies are far from ground zero to know the hardships, massive corruption, cheating, 

exclusion that the farmers, labourers, potters, artisans, shopkeepers and all occupational categories have faced over 

the years.  

 Violation of human rights :- There is flagrant violation of human rights. This is a big human tragedy in terms 

of numbers of people, numbers of years and numbers of misery and must be taken note of by political parties, 

governments and the media 

 Legal lacunas :- if the height of the Narmada dam had to be raised from the present 122.92 to 138.68 metres then 

certain legal conditions had to be fulfilled, which had not been done. About 1.80 lakh people in more than 145 

villages and a township were yet to be rehabilitated. 

 Loss of cultural identity :- The displacement of the people caused them to adapt a new and different lifestyle. 

Now, they were more dependent on public institutions and services than, living a non-dependent and isolated life. 

Although provisions were made for people to resettle and rehabilitate, there were issues and this means they would 

have to change their lifestyle. There were many people who are lost and have no clue on whom to depend, and are 

not even receiving sufficient compensation. The Sardar Sarovar Dam is a project where they have benefited the 

urban areas even more, and completely displaced the rural and poor people living in that region. 

Way Forward :- The Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal Award has a number of landmark features as far as the 

directions for resettlement and rehabilitation go. It must be acknowledged that these directives of the NWDTA about 

the entitlements and linkages reflected its keen concern for, and, clarity about how livelihoods must be restored to the 

affected people and how they can not be and must not be simply flooded out. These directives accord and respect the 

affected people’s right to life, livelihood and dignity. This is despite the fact that the NWDTA substantially 

underestimated the numbers of people to be affected because of lack of proper information supplied by the governments, 

as well as did not apply its mind fully to all categories of affected people apart from land holders and their adult sons, 

and thus did not comprehend the full magnitude of the rehabilitation task. 
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The specific nature of the R&R entitlements seem clearly based on an analysis of the miserable performance of the R&R 

and the traumatic experience of the oustees of such projects till then. The significant improvements over the then current 

practices included the following: 

Regarding entitlements the Tribunal ruled that: 

 Firstly livelihoods of landholders must be restored by provision of alternate land in place of cash compensation 

hitherto given under Land Acquisition process. Land-for-land as the basis of the rehabilitation, as against mere 

cash compensation under the Land Acquisition Act. 

 Secondly it deemed that the affected population had a right to the share of prosperity of the command area by being 

rehabilitated on irrigable lands in the command or irrigable lands in their own state with irrigation provided at the 

cost of the government. 

 Thirdly it recognized that affected people had a right to choose between Gujarat and their home states with regards 

R&R. 

 Fourthly it ruled that villages must be relocated as a community and asked for the setting up of “rehabilitation 

villages” along with all the amenities necessary for a village. 

 Fifthly it insisted that provision for rehabilitation must be well in advance of project construction, in fact it said 

that within two years of the Tribunal Award (by 1981), lands required for those to be affected below FRL 350 ft 

must be acquired and be made available according to the choice of the oustees. 

 Sixthly, requirement that a master plan of resettlement be ready in the early stages of the project (even though the 

words master plan were not used), including identification of the land, setting up of “rehabilitation villages” etc. 

within 2-3 years since declaration of the Award i.e. by 1981-82. 

 

Q) The Central government is poised to introduce an amendment to the Ancient 

Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, in Parliament, which would 

remove the security net that exists around our nationally protected monuments. Critically 

comment on the implications of this proposed amendment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Heritage is a significant public good and is recognized as such in the Constitution’s Seventh Schedule. It nurtures our 

collective memories of places and is a significant constituent in the identity of cities. It has invaluable potential to 

contribute to our knowledge of not just history and the arts, but also science and technology. Several buildings and sites 

throughout the country, even entire areas or parts of historic cities, are examples of sustainable development. They 

demonstrate complex connections of man with nature. 

However the proposed amendment in the act has raised the questions about the intentions of the government and the 

future of the historical monuments in India. 

Amendment to section 20A of the given Act, removes the security net of 100 meters and would allow any Department 

or Office of the Central Government to carry out public works in the prohibited area after obtaining permission from the 

Central Government.  

Existing situation and necessity of security net- 

 There are encroachments by government agencies and individuals. The 2013 report of the Comptroller and Auditor 

General (CAG) noted that of the 1,655 monuments whose records were scrutinised and which were physically 

inspected, 546 of them were encroached. 

 In 2010, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) stated on record that its staff strength did not permit the 

deployment of even a single person on a regular full-time basis at more than 2,500 of its monuments. This meant 

that more than two-thirds of India’s monuments that the Central government is supposed to protect were poorly 

guarded. 

 There are also numerous instances where politicians have proactively protected those who have illegally occupied 

the prohibited zone around monuments. 
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 Monuments are endangered structures and vulnerable to human interference. Zoning around monuments is 

necessary to prevent monuments from defacement and to prevent the present from displacing the past by marring 

historical landscapes. 

Implications of the proposed amendment- 

 Role of Ministry of Culture (MoC)- 

Ministry of Culture would approve the projects of the ministry of Road and transport for creating structures. Thus the 

role of MoC is itself under scrutiny. There are possibilities that the MoC would act as facilitator of projects rather than 

offering protection to the monuments. 

 Defacement and disfigurement- 

With rise in the structure around the monuments and increase in public movement could lead to the vandalism and 

defacement of the existing structures. 

 Reduction in the aesthetics- 

The Beauty and Aesthetic looks of the monuments would suffer due to the rise in structures in the immediate vicinity of 

the monuments. 

 Tourism- 

The rise in structures could hamper the tourism of the ancient monuments as tourist may avoid crowded and noisy 

monuments. 

 Effect on un-protected monuments- 

Thousands of other historical monuments are not protected by the ASI or there are no security nets. The proposed 

amendment would give impetus to the encroachment on such unprotected and vulnerable monuments. 

The other side- 

 The new amendment is proposed with the view of de-congesting the crowded places and to offer public a better 

transport and communication facilities. 

 ASI and government have always been short on providing funds and resources to the upkeep of monuments. It is 

argued that the establishment of commercial structures around the monuments could generate the resources for 

the ASI which could be used in better protection of the monument itself. 

Conclusion- 

India’s monuments form an irreplaceable archive of our civilizational heritage. Our pride in our heritage has always 

been surplus while caring for that heritage suffers a huge deficit. Surely, India’s archaeological heritage, as diverse and 

priceless as our natural heritage, seventy years after Independence, deserves better than what has fallen to its lot. 

 

Q) Analyse the extent of regional disparities in income per capita in India, considering both 

disparities amongst and within major states. Also analyse how will GST affect regional 

disparity in incomes. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- It is believed that a rising tide lifts all boats; unfortunately, this is not true about India. Economic 

development has enhanced divergence rather than fostering convergence. Inter- and intra-regional disparity has 

accentuated. The average Tamilian today earns four times more than the average Bihari. In another decade from now, 

it is likely that the per capita income of the richest state will be more than four times the per capita income of the poorest 

state. The richer states are getting richer while the poorer states are being left behind.  

12 largest states (Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Bihar, united Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya 

Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Odisha and Kerala) that account for more than 85% of India’s population and 

nearly 80% of annual gross domestic product (GDP). Beginning 1992, the divergence among India’s states began to 

skyrocket. 
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The following chart shows per capita income inequality among different states:- 
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While optimists believe that the recently launched GST may narrow those gaps, there are reasons for concern that these 

gaps may actually be widened further. GST positive role in minimising income inequality :- 

 It is argued that GST is a destination based tax hence the discriminatory factor of states having upper hand in 

manufacturing, industrial base is removed. Now even non industrialised and poor states can also be benefitted with 

increased revenue. 

 GST will usher era of one nation, one market hence will be important in removing the interstate trade barriers and 

making facilitation for growth of trade and economy. 

 GST will help in tax compliance, more effective revenue collection hence the centre will have fiscal consolidation 

thereby it can devolve more taxes to the backward and poor state hence will help in its growth. 

The other side :- 

 It is entirely plausible that with reduced policy levers (in terms of tax policy) at the level of the states, together with 

the existence of agglomeration economies and network effects, could actually exacerbate regional inequality. 

 The argument that GST will remove trade barriers and integrate market, economy is not much promising as the 

Economic Survey has already pointed out the high level of integration in economy. 

Case study :- Apple Inc. wants to set up 

a manufacturing plant in India, a very 

welcome development for investment- 

and job-starved India. Apple is 

negotiating for certain tax exemptions 

and in a pre-GST era, states would have 

competed with each other to offer these 

exemptions and throw in other incentives 

to attract Apple. In a GST regime, the 

ability of poorer Uttar Pradesh to wean 

Apple away from richer Karnataka using 

tax tools is even more diminished. To be 

sure, there are various other factors of 

governance, law and order, land and 

labour costs that will influence Apple’s 

choice of state. Perhaps states can still 

circumvent the GST spirit of one market 

one tax by offering cashbacks in lieu of 

GST as incentives to companies. 

Whichever way one expects this to play out, it is indubitably clear that with GST, Uttar Pradesh is in no better a position 

to attract Apple vis-à-vis Karnataka than it is without GST. So, GST at best will not have an impact on the current 

disturbing trend of income divergence of states or at worst will exacerbate it by removing a powerful fiscal tool of states. 

Conclusion :- It is the underlying deeper factors such as higher private sector productivity, and better quality of 

governance (the latter is also highlighted by the survey) that distinguish leading from lagging states, these are factors 

that will not disappear simply because goods and people are on the move. Its also very early to gauge the impact of GST 

on per capita income inequality. Perhaps, in the fifth year of GST rollout, we can check to see if economic divergence has 

sharpened or narrowed and take corrective steps. Such steps might need to include region-specific subsidies to attract 

investment and jobs. 

 

Q) How will GST of 18% on tendu leaves impact tribals? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Brief background- 

India’s forests are home to crores of people, including many Scheduled Tribes, who live in or near the forest areas of the 

country. Nearly 250 million people live in and around forests in India, of which the estimated indigenous Adivasi or 

tribal population stands at about 100 million. The tribal communities of India have had an integral and close knit 

relationship with the forests and have been dependent on the forests for livelihoods and existence. The relationship was 

mutually beneficial and not one sided. Taking this aspect of synergy between tribal people and forestry, the Scheduled 
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Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 provides rights to tribal people 

on minor forest produce collection and sale. 

The law concerns the rights of forest-dwelling communities to land and other resources, denied to them over decades as 

a result of the continuance of colonial forest laws in India. The act specifically defines Forest produce as : 

“all non-timber forest produce of plant origin and includes bamboo, brushwood, stumps, canes, Tusser, cocoon, honey, 

waxes, Lac, tendu/kendu leaves, medicinal plants and herbs, roots, tuber and the like.” 

The rights which are included in section 3(1) of the Act also mention the right to collect minor forest produce in following 

manner: 

 “Right of ownership, access to collect, use, and dispose of minor forest produce (includes all non-timber forest produce 

of plant origin) which has been traditionally collected within or outside village boundaries “ 

The Tendu leaves collection falls under the collection rights of the tribal people. The 18% tax rate on tendu leaves under 

new regime of Goods and services tax will have remarkable impact on the lives of the people who are dependent on 

the   tendu leaves collection. 

The purpose behind the Taxation on tendu leaves: 

 As there are varied tax rates under various state sales taxes, the application of uniform tax rates under GST tax 

regime will create the uniform tax structure in all over the country. 

 The very purpose of raising the tax rate on tendu leaves is to discourage the smoking habits, mainly among the poor 

sections of the society. 

 Uniformity in tax structure accompanied by better monitoring under GST regime will curb the illegal transit of 

tendu leaves and thus it will help to reduce corruption involved in its trade. 

The cons of rise in the tax on tendu leaves: 

 The GST tax and its understanding have not been conveyed to tribal people in sufficient manner. As the tendu 

leaves are important aspect of livelihood of tribal people, it is the moral responsibility of the government to convey 

and explain the repercussions of the tax rise of tendu leaves to tribal people. 

 Due to increase in the tax, the middle man or the agent involved in the supply chain will reduce the share of the 

tribal people in total monetary transaction. 

 Gram sabha holds all the rights in auctioning of the forest produce. The more taxation will reduce the funds to 

Gramsabha that will later reduce its financial capability to some extent. Section 6(1) of the Act provides that the 

gram sabha, or village assembly, will initially pass a resolution recommending whose rights to which resources 

should be recognized. 

 The lack of clarity is also present in the Tribal Co-operative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED), 

a government body under Ministry of Tribal Affairs to market tribal products. There is still existing ambiguity on 

the issue of GST and currently are not sure how the new tax regime will function. 

The way ahead: 

The government must take more efforts to provide more clarity on the GST roll out in the way that will be understood 

by people. There is hoard of ambiguity among the citizens and the various organizations across the country. While taking 

care of provision of funds for Gram Sabha, the quality livelihood opportunity must be made available to tribal people 

through forest and tribal department. 

 

Q) “India’s new bankruptcy law, promulgated last year, while marking a positive departure 

from the old and fragmented system that existed earlier, is far from ideal.” Comment. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Insolvency Act was passed in 2016, by the govt, with following salient features: 

1. Constitution of the IBBI to regulate insolvency professionals and agencies. It provides for the Insolvency 

Professionals (IP)who will propose & plan for the insolvency in a time bound manner (180 days, extendable to 270 

days). This plan is put to Committee of Creditors(COC) for vote. 
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2. Development of a uniform bankruptcy code. 

3. Provision of appellate tribunals against NCLT and DRT awards, coupled with the time-frame (180 days). 

Though this act is a welcome step and is a booster to promote ease of doing business in the country, there are some 

issues like: 

1. The cost of bankruptcy and insolvency resolution is still high. 

2. Too much discretion in the hands of Insolvency professionals and the agencies. 

3. NCLT and DRT are already overburdened and this provision will aggravate the problem. 

An innovative and pragmatic approach:  

According to this, the whole distressed assets is converted into common security called ‘reorganisation rights’. Then one 

internal auction and external auctions are held. In the former, a claimant is allowed to purchase RR at preferential price, 

and in the later an investor cash bids for these RR. 

The RR are prices are kept high, so as to avoid them being acquired at throwaway prices, the external bid allows 

claimants and others to be paid in cash. And the external bid doer – the investor then gets a say in reorganisation plan 

and further course of action for the organisation. 

This approach is more open, removes discretion powers from the Investment professionals, is market friendly, and the 

court has only supervisory role. This most importantly reduces the financial and time cost, and does away with need to 

establish and maintain special bankruptcy courts, investment professionals and even experts for operating firms. 

Way forward – 

The World Bank’s Doing Business Index 2017 states that India takes on an average 4.3 years to resolve insolvency—

about two years more than the average for South Asia. For India to improve its rankings in the doing business index, it 

is not enough to simply have a bankruptcy code in place. The code must be robust, decentralized, less costly, inclusive 

and speedy. This would help businesses exit sooner and capital to be redeployed faster to productive firms, thereby 

improving economic output and employment. 

 

Q) “The Aadhaar project is a textbook example of how not to design and execute a public 

policy initiative in India.” Critically comment on the statement, and especially on the 

economics of Aadhaar project. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Aadhar is a 12 digit unique identification number that collects biometric data of residents, implemented by UIDAI, a 

central agency of GOI and will help in eliminating duplicate and ghost beneficiaries, reduce leakages and help in curbing 

corruption. 

However, there are certain issues in the implementation of Aadhar and more so from the economics 

point of view: 

1. Privacy concerns: As the Aadhar contains personal details so there is a huge potential that the data might be 

misused and it is seen as encroaching upon the privacy of an individual. 

2. Misuse in Banking Transactions: In places where Aadhar will be used instead of ATM, debit and credit cards it 

creates the potential for forging the transactions. 

3. Lack of legal safeguards: The project seems to have been launched without adequate legal safeguards on the storage, 

usage and distribution of data of citizens and limited scope for redress. 

4. No cost benefit analysis: Since this has not being done, hence claims of benefits derived from Aadhar 

implementation lack evidence. 

5. Coverage: It has been extended to even those schemes where the issue of leakage was not a concern. 

6. Technology issue: Study in Hyderabad of linking PDS with Aadhar shows technology issues including finger print 

authentication error, Aadhar card seeding and poor connectivity, Implementation of Aadhar in MNREGA- Daily 

labourers are facing issues due to fingerprints mismatch(changes due to their work). 

7. Lack of grievance redressal mechanism. 
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8. The study of economics involved in Aadhar based DBT implemented in LPG subsidy transfers also brought many 

concerns- 

(1) There is lack of study whether the quoted benefit is due to global oil price drop or real advantage of Aadhar. 

(2) These benefits can be result of exclusion errors(excluding genuine beneficiary then the ghost beneficiary). 

(3) The case of subsidy transfer for LPG is less leaky and corruption prone along with lower reach, compared to 

other social welfare schemes like PDS,MNREGA etc. 

Positive aspects: 

1. saving millions in revenue- Chief secretary office provided information that 38000 crore Rs leakage has been 

checked by direct transfer scheme linked to JAM.  

2. serving the poor their Right to have socio-economic benefits; 

3. improving governance and public service delivery; 

4. reducing hassles in administrative works of government, thus reducing red-tapism. 

5. setting a trend of minimal manual involvement and thus cutting down the scope for bribery and siphoning off of 

funds. 

Conclusion – 

The Aadhar project has been implemented with an ambitious target to reshape the distribution set up of country. The 

implementation of such major scheme must go through – adequate discussions in public domain & parliament, cost-

benefit scrutiny pre and post implementation of schemes with well supported research & documents, proper sequencing 

of steps to improve infrastructure related to execution etc. These steps should be mandatory to make any scheme success 

by addressing concerns of all the stakeholders. 

 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health 

Q) The demand for a separate state is often driven by the lack of development. Is under-

development driving the demand for Gorkhaland as well? Critically examine. (200  Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

The co-relation between the underdevelopment and demands for separate states are amply recorded and supported in 

various parts of the India. The creation of Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand is particularly attributed to this. 

They were the regions (Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand) which had high natural resources but extensively lacked the 

development. However the demand for separate may not be always driven by the reason of lack of development. Other 

factors too play the important role. 
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Is under-development driving the demand for Gorkhaland as a separate state? 

Recent analysis carried out by the newspaper ‘Mint’ with the help of data collected in National Family Health Survey 

2015-16 by NSSO, to determine the level of development in Gorkhaland (comprising the districts of Darjeeling, 

Kalimpong and Jalpaiguri). 

 

 Data from the latest round of the National Family Health Survey, conducted in 2015-16, shows that while 

Gorkhaland districts rank ahead of the rest of the state in certain parameters (such as access to clean fuel), the rest 

of the state fares better in others (such as access to an improved source of drinking water). Overall, there does not 

seem to be significant differences between the two regions. 

 On most health indicators, such as immunisation, antenatal care and institutional births, Gorkhaland districts 

compare well to the rest of the state. After Kolkata, Darjeeling district has the highest rate of institutional births 

(94.5%). The district also recorded the third-highest share of mothers who received full antenatal care (33.6%). 

The share of under-nourished children is lower in Gorkhaland than in the rest of the state, as the chart below shows. 

 Gorkhaland’s relative prosperity is not entirely a new phenomenon. As the chart below shows, even in 2001, 

Gorkhaland districts fared nearly as well as the rest of the state in terms of household amenities. 

 Between 2001 and 2011, household access to amenities grew at a similar pace across both regions. On some 

parameters, such as access to cooking gas, Gorkhaland districts overtook the rest of West Bengal, while on some 

others, such as access to toilets, the region fell behind. Overall though, there was not much difference between the 

two regions either in 2001 or in 2011. 

The analysis suggests that economics cannot explain the rising tide of resentment in the hills. 

The prominent reasons for the demand of separate states are said to be as- 

 Historical scuffling- 

Darjeeling was never supposed to be part of West Bengal. The Gorkhas had captured Sikkim and most parts of the North 

East including Darjeeling in 1780. But after losing to the British, they surrendered their territories to in the Treaty of 

Segoulee in 1816. While the British had given Darjeeling to Sikkim, they leased it back in 1835 for strategic and political 

reasons. 

 Issue of identity- 

It may be noted that the Nepalese and Lepchas living in Darjeeling and the adjoining areas have a more distinct culture 

and history than the Bengalis in rest of the state. Historically, they have been sharing cultural and societal values with 
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Sikkim and Nepal since hundreds of years when there were no nation-states the way we interpret at present and no 

closed boundaries. Thus they have fiercely protected their Nepali language and culture in a broader sense. 

 Tendencies of racism- 

Despite being part of Indian history from before the British era, the Gorkhas are still looked down as migrants from 

Nepal, and therefore ‘foreigners’, by many Bengalis and rest of the Indians. The people in the hills feel marginalized as 

a race. 

 Discriminatory treatment- 

The Gorkhas have always maintained that they have received the short end of the stick because Bengali-speaking 

politicians don’t understand or care enough about their needs or issues. 

 Imposition of Bengali- 

The latest bid by the GJM for a separate Gorkhaland state was triggered by an announcement by the Mamata Banerjee 

government that Bengali would be made compulsory in schools across the state. While West Bengal is a largely Bengali-

speaking state, the northern hilly areas of Darjeeling, Kurseong and Kalimpong are inhabited by mostly Nepali-speaking 

people, who, understandably, have a problem with the diktat of the West Bengal government. 

Conclusion- 

The role of development can be issue in some of the part of the Gorkhaland, however it is not as extensive as witnessed 

in the demands of other states. The issues of identity, maintenance of their unique culture, imposition of Bengali are 

seen as the major reasons for driving Gorkhas to demand a separate state. 

 

Q) For the last 15 years, allocation to the child budget has remained stagnant at around 

3% of the union budget. Do you think this amount is adequate to safeguard the health, 

nutrition, education and protection of India’s 434 million children? Critically analyse. (200 

Words) 

EPW 

Introduction- 

The persistence under-allocation of union budget for the children’s welfare has been critical issue in the development of 

India. India which boasts the largest number of children’s population in the world, has to make sure that every child 

receives quality education, better health facilities and space to enjoy childhood. 

Is allocation of 3% of union budget sufficient for child budget? 

Arguments in Favor- 

 Budget 2017–18 adheres to the norms of increased devolution to the states (recommended by 14thFC), and places 

the onus and accountability for allocating resources for children on the state governments. In the current 

administrative structure, large welfare schemes continue to be the main vehicles through which services and 

benefits reach children. 

 With the changes resulting from budgetary devolution and decentralization, state governments are expected to 

redesign and customize welfare schemes at the state level to amplify their reach and make them more inclusive, 

without compromising on the quality of services. 

Arguments against- 

 Minimal allocation- 

Children constitute the 34% of share of the total population. Against this the union budget allocates only 3% of the total 

budget to child budget. 

 Universalization of Anganwadis- 

Anganwadis provide safe and secure environment for the healthy nourishment of the children. There are currently 

62,970 posts of anganwadi workers that remain vacant and many anganwadis lack adequate infrastructural facilities, 

failing to provide quality preschool education and a safe and secure environment for children. 
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 Various components of education neglected- 

Components such as teacher training and investment in inspection and monitoring constitute a minuscule part of the 

school budget in all the states. The study also revealed that the mid-day meal (MDM) programme, an important 

component of the school education budget, has remained stagnant for most states barring Karnataka, where the share 

of MDM in the school education budget increased from 8.2% in 2012–13 to 9.5% in 2015–16 (BE). 

 Inadequate allocation to secondary level- 

The Rashtriya Madhyamic Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) was launched in 2009 with the objectives of achieving 75% 

enrolment at the secondary level by 2015, universal access by 2017, and universal retention by 2020. While the targets 

were progressive and ambitious, the scheme has not been able to penetrate deeply at the state and district level and the 

progress has been sluggish due to under-allocation as well as underutilization of allocated budgets. India is still far from 

the targets of the RMSA, with only 33 of every 100 children enrolled managing to pass Class 12 age appropriately.     

Unless government invest adequately in secondary education and make efforts to universalize it, a few years from now, 

we will have a young labor force numbering 236 million, but not necessarily one that is educated and skilled. 

 Reduction in Budget for marginalized- 

Majority of out-of-school children are from disadvantaged groups—SC, ST, Muslims, migrants, children with special 

needs, urban deprived children, working children, and children in other difficult circumstances. 

Even though, the budget allocated for pre- and post-matric fellowships and hostels have decreased. The pre-matric 

scholarship for SC children has been slashed from `459 crore to `45 crore. Also, the allocation by the Ministry of Tribal 

Affairs for an umbrella scheme for the education of Scheduled Tribe (ST) children has been reduced. 

 Investment in Child Protection – 

Child protection, including prevention of exploitation and violence against children, has a small percentage of the overall 

budget. Child protection has seen an overall increase from 1.21% to 1.49% of the child budget. The Integrated Child 

Protection Scheme (ICPS) is one of the largest schemes, with rescue and prevention built into it through implementation 

of various child protection legislations. The increase in the ICPS budget has come after years of stagnation of the scheme 

at approximately `400 crore. Despite this increase the Child Protection remains under-allocated and neglected area.      

Recently introduced or revised policies and legislations on child protection, such as the Juvenile Justice (Care and 

Protection of Children) Act, 2015, Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2016 and 

National Plan of Action for Children, 2016 need to be backed by a financial memorandum in order to realize their stated 

vision and objectives. 

 Inadequate allocation by states- 

The additional budgetary investments by different states do not present a very encouraging picture either. Data shows 

that after the implementation of the Fourteenth Finance Commission recommendations, not all states have prioritized 

investment in ICDS. Some relatively economically powerful states like Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu have in fact reduced 

or kept ICDS allocations stagnant. 

Conclusion- 

Indian constitution obliges State to make incessant and unremitting efforts for the healthy development of children. If 

India is to reap the benefits of demographic dividend and achieve its full economic potential, it is imperative for the 

government to invest in children at the earliest. 

 

Q) Discuss the objectives and provisions of National Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination 

(2017-22). (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

The Health Ministry has released its vision for ridding the country of malaria by 2027, and of eliminating the disease by 

2030. To be declared malaria-free, a country has to report zero incidence for at least three years. 
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Extent of the Malaria in India- 

 According to the World Malaria Report 2016, India contributed 89% of the incidence of malaria in the South-East 

Asia region. As per the provisional epidemiological report 2016, there were over 10 lakh positive cases in India’s 36 

states and UTs, which caused 331 deaths. 

 The Indian record stands in sharp contrast to some of its neighbours — the Maldives was certified malaria-free in 

2015, and Sri Lanka followed last year. 

 In India, malaria is caused by the parasites Plasmodium falciparum (Pf) and Plasmodium Vivax (Pv). Pf is found 

more in the forest areas, whereas Pv is more common in the plains. 

 The disease is mainly concentrated in the tribal and remote areas of the country. The majority of reporting districts 

are in the country’seastern and central parts — the largest number of cases are found in Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, 

Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, and the Northeastern states of Tripura, Mizoram and Meghalaya. 

Objectives and Provisions of the National Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination (NSP)- 

 The NSP, a year-wise roadmap for malaria elimination across the country, is based on previous year’s National 

Framework for Malaria Elimination, which was, in turn, spurred by World Health Organisation’s Global Technical 

Strategy for Malaria, 2016-2030. 

 The NSP divides the country into four categories, from 0 to 3. 

1. Zero, the first category, has 75 districts that have not reported any case of malaria for the last three years. Category 

1 has 448 districts, in which the annual parasite incidence (API, or the number of positive slides for the parasite in 

a year) is less than one per 1,000 population. 

2. In Category 2, which has 48 districts, the API is one and above, but less than two per 1,000 population. 

3. Category 3 has 107 districts, reporting an API of two and above per 1,000 population. 

 The plan is to eliminate malaria (zero indigenous cases) by 2022 in all Category 1 and 2 districts. The remaining 

districts are to be brought under a pre-elimination and elimination programme. 

 The NSP also aims to maintain a malaria-free status for areas where transmission has been interrupted. It seeks to 

achieve universal case detection and treatment services in endemic districts to ensure 100% diagnosis of all 

suspected cases, and full treatment of all confirmed cases. 

 The plan has four components, based on WHO recommendations: diagnosis and case management; surveillance 

and epidemic response; prevention — integrated vector management; ‘cross-cutting’ interventions, which include 

advocacy, communication, research and development, and other initiatives. There are 660 reporting districts, 

which, along with another 18 reporting units, make up a total of 678 reporting units. 

 The resources required for the elimination of malaria would be to the tune of Rs 10,653.16 crore over a period of 

five years (2017-2022). 

According to the NSP, the finances would be managed from government sources, international donors, and the corporate 

sector as part of companies’ corporate social responsibility. Of the total sum required, Rs 4,381.23 crore will be spent on 

intervention, Rs 6,223.05 crore to meet programme costs, and Rs 48.88 crore on governance and other heads. 

Conclusion- 

For the first time, the union Health Ministry has come up with a roadmap for elimination of malaria in the country. 

Before this, the effort was to “control” malaria under the National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme. The NSP 

is a detailed strategy with operational guidelines for Programme Officers of all states towards set targets. It has also 

given a detailed breakdown of annual budgetary requirements over five years. 

 

Q) How should India address the rising challenge of vector-borne diseases? Discuss. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

Vector-borne diseases are infections transmitted by the bite of infected arthropod species, such as mosquitoes, ticks, 

triatomine bugs, sand flies, and blackflies. 
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The monsoon season has resulted in a spike in vector-borne diseases across the country even as there has been an equally 

worrying increase in off-season incidents. 

Steps must be taken for addressing this challenge:- 

 The government will also need to tackle the root causes of 

the problem, such as genetic changes in pathogens, 

insecticide and drug resistance, the challenges of poor 

urban planning. 

 The challenge of lack of adequate healthcare workers who 

can carry out a prevention programme on a war footing 

must also be addressed. This includes not just field workers 

but also entomologists who can research all aspects of 

vector populations and recommend how these can be kept 

below the “critical mass”. 

 The prospects for vaccines against vector-borne diseases 

seem to be poor. In India, the International Centre for 

Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology has been working 

on a malaria vaccine for at least a decade but it is not ready 

for clinical trials yet. A dengue vaccine that is being used in 

about a dozen other countries is not yet allowed in India. 

Vaccination will go a long way in addressing the number of 

people getting infected. 

 Learning from other nations:- Better results were achieved by the island nation through integration of different 

approaches. This includes focussing on mosquito control in irrigation and agriculture, introducing new classes of 

insecticides for residual spraying within houses, and scaling up distribution of insecticide-treated bed nets even in 

areas caught up in conflict. Mobile centres for access to diagnostics and treatment also helped halt disease 

transmission. 

 Active surveillance and close collaboration with local governments to eliminate the hotspots, mobilising the 

community to participate in sanitation campaigns, although families that live in deprived neighbourhoods will need 

generous municipal assistance, improved civic facilities and access to free health care all these measures hold the 

key. 

Fighting vector-borne diseases isn’t easy, least of all in a place like India that is a breeding ground for at least six major 

vector-borne diseases—malaria, dengue, chikungunya, filariasis, Japanese encephalitis and visceral leishmaniasis. As 

pathogens travel across continents and new strains continue to emerge, the fight against vector-borne diseases has, once 

again, become a global public health challenge. Hence integrated, sustained and comprehensive efforts are required. 

 

Q) It is said that the government must urgently frame a national policy for influenza 

immunisation. Examine why. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The large-scale outbreak of infectious diseases can threaten the economic and regional stability of a country. In the 

recent past, HIV, H1N1 influenza (swine flu), H5N1 influenza (bird flu), SARS and Ebola epidemics and pandemics have 

affected people and economies of different areas. Swine flu has seen a worrisome spread in India recently. The 

occurrence of flue epidemics and its serious implications in urban areas need a better policy level solution that should 

focus on prevention, control, mitigation and awareness campaigns. 

The need of the National policy on Influenza Vaccination: 

 Effectiveness of Vaccination: The most effective method of preventing influenza infection is through vaccination. 

Safe and effective influenza vaccines are available and have been used worldwide for more than 60 years. Among 

healthy adults, influenza vaccine provides adequate protection. Among the elderly, the vaccine tends to be less 

effective in preventing illness. 
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 India needs to have a better monitoring and surveillance system for diseases. Better surveillance will also help 

scientists determine how to respond to this influenza variant. 

 Flu could have serious consequences on the major sectors of the economy, such as tourism, aviation and the 

informal sector. The government therefore needs to take preventive measures so that potential losses can be 

avoided. 

 Malnutrition results in weakening of the immune system and lowers disease resistance capacity. All these factors 

contribute to the challenge of combating flu. There have been instances when co-morbidity has made patients’ 

immune-compromised and more vulnerable to swine flu, resulting in death. 

 The policy will help to establish data collection and storage regarding occurrence of epidemic and its trend. The 

data helps in the proper analysis and thus will help to predict the possible occurrence of endemics in any area. With 

such preparation, the measures can be implemented to intervene at right time. 

 The policy can give the boost to promote research in the field of Flu occurrence and its medication. It will give a 

boost to indigenous solutions and thus will also support the Indian drug industry rather than foreign drug 

companies. 

Conclusion: 

In order to improve vaccination rates, there must be a national vaccination policy. While it may not be practical to 

recommend routine influenza vaccination in the general population of 1.2 billion in India, the vaccinations should be 

provided especially in high-risk groups such as the elderly, children, medical practitioners and pregnant women. This 

will require education and improving awareness among antenatal care providers and primary care physicians to 

encourage vaccination. Since India already manufactures influenza vaccine, there should be more push to administer 

the vaccine in the high-risk groups. Also, the antigenic drifts of circulating influenza viruses in India combined with the 

temporal peak in seasonality in various parts of the country demonstrate a need for regional vaccination. 

 

Q) How will capping the price of medical stents would affect medical tourism and 

indigenous development of medical equipments in India? What policy should government 

follow when it comes to medical device development in India? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) capped prices of coronary stents. A stent is a 

tiny expandable metal scaffold to open up narrowed or blocked arteries. According to a notification on NPPA’s website, 

the ceiling price of bare metal stents has been fixed at Rs7,260 per unit and that of drug eluting stents and biodegradable 

stents has been fixed at Rs29,600 per unit. The ceiling price excludes local tax and will come into effect immediately. 

This price is also applicable to all stocks in the trade channel. 

Impact on medical tourism :- 

 Bringing the stent devices under price control will enable more patients to make use of this life-saving procedure. 

Hence India can emerge as a preferable destination to many people from foreign countries. But in long run it can 

impact negatively. 

 Decrease in competition due to discouragement to domestic and foreign companies may left India with the old, 

inefficient stent and hence people may move to other countries for better, latest stent. 

 Fear of implementation of such policy for other devises may make the attitude of companies, people less preferable 

towards India for medical tourism. 

 All these things might hamper India’s image in global healthcare industries and market. 

Impact on indigenous development of medical equipment :- 

 Development of such high values devices requires much investment also it take several years for them to become 

commercialised. Profit earned further helps in research and development. Abruptly capping prices may have 

adverse impact on stent development. 

 Several regulatory hurdles in India like testing, trials and controlled studies of such devices takes much time still 

they are not differentially treated when it comes to funding. Further price cap will discourage companies from 

developing them. 
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 Financial unviability od Indian manufacturing companies may also deteriorate the quality of research and stent 

manufacturing. 

 Only 40% stents were indigenously developed before capping. Now with imported and domestic stents to be at 

equal price people will prefer imported stent and indigenous development will further receive a setback. 

With over 75% devices in medical sector imported India must take suitable steps. Policy which must be followed when 

it comes to development of medical devices in India :- 

 Visionary policies, alignments of rule and regulation with global wavelength is needed. Like the rules, framed 

around the guidelines of the Global Harmonization Task force (GHTF) ensure that the Indian norms governing 

medical devices are on par with those in vogue globally. Medical devices, henceforth, both produced and imported, 

will conform to the best international practices of manufacturing, ensuring the prevalence of quality products in 

India.  

 By establishing a common minimum standard and uniformly calling for changes in manufacturing processes in 

accordance with global norms, will create a level playing field for the industry. Ex the newly formulated Medical 

Device Rules. 

 Steps to set up more manufacturing parks dedicated to medical sector, promoting Medical in India, conferring 

distinct identity and status to medical sector will play crucial role in long run. 

 The government should also work toward creating an autonomous body to oversee the regulatory framework for 

medical devices, along with a dedicated registry that tracks individual instances where a particular device has failed 

or led to detrimental consequences on life or property.  

Conclusion :- With new rules in place, the medical devices sector can catalyze the ‘Make in India’ platform to leapfrog 

into a stable, affordable and most importantly, patient safety-compliant future. The government’s intent to harmonize 

Indian medical device rules with global norms will create a dynamic, yet robust standards ecosystem for the industry, 

boost domestic manufacturing and usher in, as the government hopes it will, greater foreign investment in the sector. 

 

Q) “The RTE is focused on free and compulsory education till class VIII. It does not 

prescribe preschools for the poor. Or education beyond class 8. Nor does it talk quality or 

equity.” Why is it important to focus on preschools, quality and equity in education? 

Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Right to education is the watershed legislation that has created the right based opportunity of education to lakhs of 

children. Approximately 22 crore children fall under the age group 6-14. Out of which 4.1% i.e. 92 lakhs children either 

dropped out from school or never attend any educational institution. These children will get elementary education. Local 

and state government will ensure it. 

Features of the RTE Act, 2009 

 Every child in the age group of 6-14 has the right to free and compulsory education in a neighborhood school, till 

the completion of elementary education 

 Private schools will have to take 25% of their class strength from the weaker section and the disadvantaged group 

of the society through a random selection process. Government will fund education of these children. 

 No donation and capitation fee is allowed. 

 No admission test or interview either for child or parents. 

 No child can be held back, expelled and required to pass the board examination till the completion of elementary 

education. 

 There is provision for establishment of commissions to supervise the implementation of the act. 

 A fixed student and teacher ratio is to be maintained. 

 All schools have to adhere to rules and regulations laid down in this act, failing which the school will not be allowed 

to function. Three years moratorium period has been provided to school to implement all that is required of them. 

 Norms for teachers training and qualifications are also clearly mentioned in the act. 
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 All schools except private unaided schools are to be managed by School management Committees with 75% of 

parents and guardians as members. 

The RTE Act has been criticised by a diverse array of voices, including some of the best economists. The critique has 

specifically talked about following point: 

1. Quality of Education: The Act is excessively input-focused rather than outcomes-oriented. This has hampered 

the quality of education. a NGO Pratham, whose annual education report has a widespread credibility, in its report 

said that between 2010-2014, the percentage of rural students in class 4, that were capable of double digit 

subtraction has dropped from 58% to 40 %. The report also said that those percentages of grade 4 students, who 

were able to read the first grade text, have also been fallen to 56 % from 68 %. 

2. Equity: The right based approach has strengthened the social equity at school level. Mentally and physically 

challenged children, entitled to free education in special schools, were included in the definition through an 

amendment in 2012. 

The system then provides for special attention (through Section 4 of the Act) for low performing child in the higher class 

to make up the deficiency in skills and ability. The critical question is – can a child who is unable to bear the workload 

of a junior class now deal with the workload of a senior class in addition to taking special classes? The embarrassment 

of failing, which under a system of failing a weak student is corrected at the first stage of inadequacy, now carries over 

into senior classes. 

3. Preschool: Preschool establishes the very foundation of the child’s upbringing. Pre School is very crucial with 

respect to vocal skills, physical exercise and food provision. The mid-day meal scheme got its success through RTE. 

The preschool levels are not effectively targeted through RTE as the ambit of this act does not include preschool 

level. Anganwadi schools have done a momentous task for the country, though the status of Anganwadi workers is 

nowhere. RTE should encourage and support the workforce in preschool level as well. 

Education is a fundamental human right, without which capabilities for a decent life and effective participation in society 

are less likely to be developed. Since the RTE Act has provided us the tools to provide quality education to all our 

children, it is now imperative that we, the people of India, join hands to ensure the implementation of this law in its true 

spirit. 

 

Q) The NITI Aayog has recently unveiled a grand plan to effectively privatise district 

hospitals in Tier-I and Tier-II towns.  Examine critically NITI Aayog’s other provisions of 

this plan and comment on their likely impact on the health sector. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Health care services form the very fundamental of overall development of people in the society. Health issues are 

handled by the state in order to make it available to poor people. There has always been the huge criticism about the 

ineffective role played by government agencies in the provision of health care services. The NITI ayog has unveiled an 

innovative approach to deal with these lacunas through the privatization of district hospitals in Tier 1 and tier 2 cities. 

Features: 

It has developed a “model concessionaire agreement” for provision of healthcare services for cardiac and pulmonary 

(lung) diseases and cancers. 

It has proposed that public facilities in district hospitals would be outsourced to private providers. They would be free 

to charge full treatment costs from patients not covered by government schemes (such as the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima 

Yojana) and the providers would be reimbursed by the government for treating patients. 

The scheme also provides for an escrow account that would offset the risk to private providers posed by possible delays 

in reimbursement by the government. 

Providers would also secure access to public facilities such as ambulance services, blood banks and mortuaries. 

The district health administration will ensure referrals for treatment from primary health centers, community health 

centers, disease screening centers and other government health programmes and ventures are made to these private 

hospitals. 
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The private hospitals operating from these public hospital campuses will be able to refer complicated cases either to 

other government hospitals or other empanelled private hospitals. However, sending patients further to other private 

hospitals would require the permission of the medical superintendent of the district hospital. 

Positive side of this decision: 

1. It will help to enhance the culture of professionalization in the government health care institutions. 

2. There are also possibilities that, the private sector will give boost to the use of technology in district hospitals. 

3. The collaboration with private sector will bring best practices in government health care sector. 

Negative side of this decision: 

 As per the scheme most patients would have to pay for care even in public facilities. The promise that patients 

covered by government health insurance schemes would access care free of cost needs to be seen in the context of 

recent surveys which show that just 12-13% of people are covered by public-funded insurance 

 Private providers will concentrate on better-off districts, leaving the poor and remote districts for the public sector 

to manage. This will further weaken the ability of public hospitals to attract and retain trained doctors and other 

health workers. 

 Scheme will expose thousands of patients to unethical practices by private providers, compromises in quality and 

rationality of services and additional ‘top-up services’. 

 Outsourcing of hospital care to private providers inevitably becomes increasingly unsustainable over time as they 

ratchet up demands on reimbursements and fees. 

The scheme is innovative and needs to be executed with due care of monitoring and regulation. If the private force 

becomes dominant in public institution, then the very essence of public services for health care gets eroded. Enhancing 

the investment in public healthcare services and training of health workers can change the existing situation towards 

the better results. 

 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections 

Q) Critically evaluate role of Scheduled Caste Sub Plan (SCSP) and Tribal Sub Plan (TSP) 

in accelerating the empowerment of SC/STs. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- The Scheduled Caste Sub Plan (SCSP) and Tribal Sub Plan (TSP) are two policy instruments that are 

expressly designed at undoing the baneful hierarchies of the past, accelerate the empowerment of SC/STs and further 

the vision of an equitable society. Specifically, the SCSP and TSP guidelines of the erstwhile Planning Commission 

mandate that public resources towards SC/ST welfare must be earmarked in proportion to their share in the total 

population. Accordingly, the government must allocate at least 16.6 per cent of the plan component of the budget 

towards the welfare of SCs and 8.6 per cent of the plan component of the budget towards the welfare of STs. 

Scheduled Caste Sub Plan :- 

Under the Scheduled Castes Development Bureau, the Ministry implements Schedules Caste Sub-Plan (SCSP) which is 

an umbrella strategy to ensure flow of targeted financial and physical benefits from all the general sectors of 

development for the benefit of Scheduled Castes. Under the strategy, States/UTs are required to formulate and 

implement Special Component Plan (SCP) for Scheduled Castes as part of their Annual Plans by earmarking resources. 

At present 27 States/UTs having sizeable SC population are implementing Schedules Caste Sub-Plan. 

Objective of the Scheme 

 The main objective is to give a thrust to family oriented schemes of economic development of SCs below the poverty 

line, by providing resources for filling the critical gaps and for providing missing vital inputs so that the schemes 

can be more meaningful. Since the schemes / programmes for SCs may be depending upon the local occupational 

pattern and the economic activities available, the Sates/UTs have been given full flexibility in utilizing SCA with 

the only condition that it should be utilized in conjunction with SCP and other resources available from other 

sources like various Corporations, financial institution etc. 
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 State Government have been given flexibility in choice of schemes to be implemented out of Special Central 

Assistance, within the overall frame work of the scheme. 

Special Central Assistance 

 Special Central Assistance (SCA) to Scheduled Castes Sub Plan (SCSP) is a central scheme under which 100% grant 

is given to the States/UTs as an additive to their Scheduled Castes Sub Plan (SCSP). 

Tribal sub plan :- 

 The basic objective of Tribal Sub-Plan is to channelise the flow of outlays and benefits from the general sectors in 

the Central Ministries/Departments for the development of Scheduled Castes and Schedules Tribes at least in 

proportion to their population, both in physical and financial terms. 

 The Mid Term Appraisal of the Eleventh Plan has noted that several Central Ministries/Departments have not 

earmarked adequate funds to TSP, proportionate to the share of STs in the population. 

 The broad objectives of the TSP are as follows: 

 Substantial reduction in poverty and un-employment. 

 Creation of productive assets in favour of Scheduled Tribes to sustain the growth likely to accrue through 

development efforts. 

 Human resource development of the Scheduled Tribes by providing adequate educational and health services, and 

Provision of physical and financial security against all types of exploitation and oppression. 

 The Tribal Sub-Plans are integral to the Annual Plans as well as Five Year Plans, making provisions therein non-

divertible and non-lapsable, with the clear objective of bridging the gap in socio-economic development of the STs 

within a specified period 

They have played important role in empowerment of SC/ST:- 

 Excusive dedicated funds for these communities ensured reduction in poverty, creation of necessary service 

delivery to them, creation of assets and welfare schemes for these sections of population 

 It helped in bridging gap between these marginalised communities and other sections of society. It also provided 

direct benefit to the members of these communities by implementing specifically targeted schemes for their 

development 

 It ensured a separate unit for proper implementation of the targeted schemes under SCSP and TSP. Every ministry 

now has to declare their SCSP and STSP compositions, which create an atmosphere of focus towards these sections. 

However they are not able to make a visible impact :- 

 These plans don’t enjoy any statutory mandate hence their implementation is half hearted. 

 There is decline in the earmarked expenditure in violation of the guidelines given by the erstwhile Planning 

Commission. With Central Ministries/departments turning deaf ears to the repeated call for better implementation 

by the Planning commission 

 Hardly any ministry is showing its SCSP/TSP outlay under a separate budget head 

 There is no definiteness and strictness in the plan that what are the areas where these funds should be used or 

spent. 

 There is Violation of Jadhav Committee guidelines in identifying the targeted schemes for SC/STs and wrongly 

mentioning non-targeted schemes under SCSP and TSP. 

Conclusion :- Considering the responsibility of the government to ensure welfare of its people, especially marginalized 

communities, the loopholes need to be addressed at the earliest to facilitate hassle-free implementation of these 

schemes. Appointing a nodal authority at the Centre to regularly review the implementation of SCSP and TSP, giving it 

statutory status and annual evaluation of its impact can be a step forward. 
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Q) The critics claim that the government’s notifications mandating Aadhaar in schemes 

like the PDS, MGNREGA and mid-day meals have led to denial of benefits to the vulnerable 

sections of society. Do you agree? Critically examine. (200 Words0 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Some of the recent instances of denial of services in Aadhaar enables system have raised the question over the efficacy 

of the Aadhaar in service delivery and welfare programs. 

Is making Aaddhar mandatory resulting into the denial of services? 

Arguments in favor- 

 Failure of biometric authentication- Many a times a biometric mismatch occurs through system failure like 

machine malfunction that leads to denial of very basic rights of the people like getting their monthly ration or 

fetching of other financial services like pensions. 

 Misuse by local ration dealers and shop owners- Shop owners or rations dealers can purposefully tweak 

system to deny the distribution of food-grains to the beneficiaries. 

 Poor internet connectivity- When the ADHAR CARD holder has to be identified by his/her biometric through 

a large database, poor internet connectivity particularly in rural and hilly areas can obstruct the process. 

 Instances of service denial- 

1. In Rajasthan, the food department website shows that over 25 per cent of ration card holders with Aadhaar seeding 

have been unable to draw their rations. That amounts to 25 lakh families, or more than a crore of the most 

vulnerable people. 

2. In Andhra Pradesh, The Andhra Pradesh Food and Civil Supplies Corporation found that…nearly one-fifth ration 

card holders did not buy their ration.” Further, “When the government delved deeper in the issue, it was found that 

out of the 790 cases interviewed for the study, 400 reported exclusion. Out of the excluded cases, 290 were due to 

fingerprint mismatch and 93 were because of Aadhaar card mismatch. The remaining 17 cases were due to failure 

of E-PoS.”  

3. In Karnataka’s Chitradurga, Rs.100-150 million in wages from 2014-15 were held up for a year. When payments 

were being processed, their job cards could not be traced in NREGAsoft. Upon enquiry, the district administration 

learnt field staff had deleted them to achieve ‘100% Aadhaar-seeding’.” 

Arguments against- 

 The Aadhaar Act mandates that not even one person be denied benefits because of the lack of Aadhaar. Regulation 

12 of the Aadhaar (Enrollment and Update) Regulations enjoins the agency requiring Aadhaar to enroll its 

beneficiary and provide him/her benefits till he/she has Aadhaar. 

 The Aadhaar Act also provides statutory protection to those who are unable to authenticate fingerprints because 

their fingers have worn with age or other reasons such as technical faults and connectivity failures. Section Seven 

of the Aadhaar Act mandates “delivery of benefits through Aadhaar authentication or furnishing proof of 

possession of Aadhaar number”. 

 In case a person has difficulty in getting his fingerprints authenticated on a machine, he/she can provide a copy of 

his Aadhaar card and receive the benefits till the system is rectified. 

 The field agencies have been instructed accordingly through notifications issued by the government. In spite of 

this, if a person is denied because he/she does not have Aadhaar or he/she is unable to biometrically authenticate 

the information, it is a violation of the government’s instructions. Such violators are liable for punishment. 

 World Bank’s Digital Dividend Report 2016 has estimated that Aadhaar could annually save the central government 

US $11 billion if used in all welfare programmes. 

Conclusion- 

Both the supporters and opponents of the Aadhaar have cited numerous evidences and provisions of the law to prove 

their arguments. However it should be noted that Aadhar is not magic bullet that would bring overnight changes in the 

public distribution system of India. When huge amount of taxpayers’ money was resulting into leakages and corruption 

and in turn no improvement in the lives of poor people, government had to bring strict provisions to ensure the efficacy 
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of different welfare programs. At the same time its government’s responsibility that provisions in the Aadhaar act that 

ensure the protection of the rights of the poor people must be strictly followed and implement to realize benefits of 

Aadhaar.   

 

Q) What are the important provisions of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) 

Bill, 2016? Discuss the concerns expressed against certain provisions of this Bill. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016 attempts to bring the community into the mainstream. Decades 

after the Indian Constitution guaranteed the fundamental right to equality, freedom from discrimination on the basis of 

sex and gender and freedom of speech and expression, transgender persons face problems ranging from social exclusion 

to discrimination, lack of education facilities, unemployment, lack of medical facilities, to name a few. 

Important provisions of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) bill 2016- 

 The Bill defines a transgender person as one who is partly female or male; or a combination of female and male; or 

neither female nor male.  In addition, the person’s gender must not match the gender assigned at birth, and 

includes trans-men, trans-women, persons with intersex variations and gender-queers. 

 A transgender person must obtain a certificate of identity as proof of recognition of identity as a transgender person 

and to invoke rights under the Bill.  

 Such a certificate would be granted by the District Magistrate on the recommendation of a Screening 

Committee.  The Committee would comprise a medical officer, a psychologist or psychiatrist, a district welfare 

officer, a government official, and a transgender person. 

 The Bill prohibits discrimination against a transgender person in areas such as education, employment, and 

healthcare.  It directs the central and state governments to provide welfare schemes in these areas. 

 Offences like compelling a transgender person to beg, denial of access to a public place, physical and sexual abuse, 

etc. would attract up to two years’ imprisonment and a fine. 

 The Bill makes the government responsible for chalking out welfare schemes and programmes which are 

“transgender sensitive, non-stigmatising and non-discriminatory”. 

 Noting that it is a crime to push transgender persons into begging or bonded or forced labour, the Bill recognises 

the rights of transgenders persons to live with their families, not to be excluded from such households and enjoy 

and use the facilities of those households in a non-discriminatory manner. 

Concerns expressed against the certain provisions of the bill- 

 The Supreme Court has held that the right to self-identification of gender is part of the right to dignity and 

autonomy under Article 21 of the Constitution.   However, objective criteria may be required to determine one’s 

gender in order to be eligible for entitlements. 

 The Bill states that a person recognised as ‘transgender’ would have the right to ‘self-perceived’ gender 

identity.  However, it does not provide for the enforcement of such a right.  A District Screening Committee would 

issue a certificate of identity to recognise transgender persons. 

 The definition of ‘transgender persons’ in the Bill is at variance with the definitions recognised by international 

bodies and experts in India.  

 The Bill includes terms like ‘trans-men’, ‘trans-women’, persons with ‘intersex variations’ and ‘gender-queers’ in 

its definition of transgender persons.  However, these terms have not been defined. 

 Certain criminal and personal laws that are currently in force only recognise the genders of ‘man’ and ‘woman’.  It 

is unclear how such laws would apply to transgender persons who may not identify with either of the two genders. 

 The Bill does not address the issue of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code. As a result many transgender people 

are being harassed and punished under the ambit of the law. 
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 Bill provides for a National Council for Transgender Persons with the union Minister for Social Justice as its ex 

officio chairperson. A Council, however, lacks the powers of a Commission, which is statutory in nature. 

Conclusion- 

The bill is still pending in the parliament. Government needs to amend some of the provisions that would realize the 

true objective of mainstreaming the marginalized community. In India, Tamil Nadu has achieved a milestone in 

ensuring transgender rights by constituting the Aravanis Welfare Board in 2008, providing pensions for the community 

and creating awareness in schools on gender-variant people by inviting community members and counsellors to talk to 

students. Thus Union government must take cue from state governments and effect progressive provisions according to 

it. 

 

Q) Has anything changed for the better after the enactment of the Protection Of Children 

from Sexual Offences (POSCO) Act in 2012? Critically discuss. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The enactment of the Protection Of Children from Sexual Offences (POSCO) Act in 2012 has brought following changes 

in the criminal courts for sexual offences related to minors: 

Changes for better – 

1. Judicial changes: 

 Increased Sensitivity in courts : Explicit emphasis on avoiding re-victimisation of child at the hands of the judicial 

system. Conduct of the trial in-camera and without revealing the identity of the child. 

 Child is not forced to undergo medical examination : This happens only with guardians consent. If such consent is 

not granted, oral evidence is satisfactory. 

 Child’s statement can be recorded at residential place : Now their is no need to come to police station for this. It’s 

preferably done by a female police office. 

 Frequent breaks for the child is provided during trials. 

 The media has been barred from disclosing the identity of the child without the permission of the special court. 

2. Societal changes: Social stigma lessened. This is conspicuous with rise in cases which reported last year- 

3. Attitudinal Changes in Law enforcement agencies: e.g. Recently Delhi police has organised awareness programme 

to sensitize children, teachers and family about POCSO Act. 

4. Deterrence to perpetrator: More than 90% abusers are known to victim(NCRB). With frequent reporting, it is 

creating deterrence for them. 

But problems still persist: 

1. For offences under this act the burden of proof is shifted on the accused. However in reality the prosecution is still 

asked to prove the case “beyond reasonable doubt”. 

2. When only oral evidence is given, it has been found that comparatively less importance is given to the 

uncorroborated oral evidence in cases where the consent for medical examination is withheld. 

3. The system is still not pro-active: Currently there are three major functionaries — the prosecution and defence and 

the judicial magistrate acting like an impartial referee. However, in cases involving minors, judges may need to be 

slightly pro-active, as even the SC has criticised the passive role played by lower court judges. 

4. The judicial system is still lengthy and not cost-effective. 

Conclusion – 

The Justice Malimath Committee in its report suggested that some beneficial features of the inquisitorial system should 

be incorporated in criminal courts. In an inquisitorial system, judicial magistrates investigate criminal offences and 

search for the truth. This is used internationally in countries like China, Russia, Japan and Scotland. In a sensitive trial 

like these there is merit in introducing this form of system to protect the child and have impartial verdicts. 
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Q) Critically evaluate the working of crop insurance schemes. (200 Words) 

Down to Earth 

Introduction:- 

Agriculture in India is highly susceptible to risks like droughts and floods. It is necessary to protect the farmers from 

natural calamities and ensure their credit eligibility for the next season. For this purpose, the Government of 

India introduced many agricultural schemes throughout the country. Brief information about such schemes:- 

 The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (Prime Minister’s Crop Insurance Scheme) was launched by Prime 

Minister of India Narendra Modi on 18 February 2016. It envisages a uniform premium of only 2 per cent to be 

paid by farmers for Kharif crops, and 1.5 per cent for Rabi crops. The premium for annual commercial and 

horticultural crops will be 5 per cent. 

 Comprehensive Crop Insurance Scheme(CCIS) 

The Comprehensive Insurance Scheme (CIS) covered 15 states and 2 union territories. Participation in the scheme was 

voluntary. Around 5 million farmers and between 8-9 million hectares were annually covered by this scheme. If the 

actual yield in any area covered by the scheme fell short of the guaranteed yield, the farmers were entitled to 

an indemnity on compensation to the extent of the shortfall in yield. 

 Experimental Crop Insurance 

An experimental crop insurance scheme was introduced in 1997-98, covering non-loanee small and marginal farmers 

growing specified crops in selected districts. The premium was subsidized. The Government discontinued the scheme 

during 1997-98 itself. 

·        Farm Income Insurance Scheme 

The Central Government formulated the Farm Income Insurance Scheme (FIIS) during 2003-04. The two critical 

components of a farmer’s income are yield and price. FIIS targeted these two components through a single insurance 

policy so that the insured farmer could get a guaranteed income. 

·        National Agriculture Insurance Scheme (NAIS) 

The Government of India experimented with a comprehensive crop insurance scheme which failed. The Government 

then introduced in 1999-2000, a new scheme titled “National Agricultural Insurance Scheme” (NAIS) or “Rashtriya 

Krishi Bima Yojana” (RKBY). NAIS envisages coverage of all food crops (cereals and pulses), oilseeds, horticultural and 

commercial crops. It covers all farmers, both loanees and non-loanees, under the scheme. 

Evaluation of working:- 

 Delayed payments:- 

At the state level caused obstruction in providing financial aid to farmers. Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and 

Farmers’ Welfare (DAC&FW) under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare released funds, but the delay took 

place at the state government level, it stated. 

 Protocol not followed :- 

In many cases it is observed that the Agricultural Insurance Company of India Limited (AIC), the government-owned 

implementing agency for the schemes, failed to exercise due diligence in verification of claims by private insurance 

companies before releasing funds to them. 

 Missing records, irregularities and malpractices in accounts:- 

Whether the money reached the beneficiaries cannot be ensured as the database of beneficiaries was not maintained. 

 Small farmers not covered:- 

Small and marginal farmers constitute 85 per cent (12 crores) of the total farmers (14 crores) in the country. Yet, their 

share in the coverage did not exceed 13.32 per cent under the NAIS scheme. 

 Lack of awareness:- 

It can be observed that there are lack of efforts on the part of governments to inform farmers about the insurance 

schemes as well as the benefits that will accrue to them. A recent report by CAG surveyed 5,993 farmers across the 

country. Of them, only 37 per cent were aware of crop insurance schemes and knew about the premium rates, risks 

covered, claims against losses suffered, etc. 
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Way forward:- 

Addressing the issues is vital owing to the distress faced in agricultural sector. Social audits, digital transfer of money, 

cross checks by various authorities, integration and consolidations of schemes, spreading awareness to maximum 

number of people is required. 

 

Q) Discuss the role of public institutions in ensuring social justice. Do you think these 

institutions are losing their importance these days? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The concept of social justice is a revolutionary concept which provides meaning and significance to life and makes the 

rule of law dynamic. When Indian society seeks to meet the challenge of socio-economic inequality by its legislation and 

with the assistance of the rule of law, it seeks to achieve economic justice without any violent conflict. The ideal of a 

welfare state postulates unceasing pursuit of the doctrine of social justice. That is the significance and importance of the 

concept of social justice in the Indian context of today. 

The Constitution of India and Social Justice: 

 Article 19: individual rights of freedom and the claims of public good. 

 Articles 23 and 24 provide for fundamental rights against exploitation. 

 Article 39 clause (a) State to ensure operation of the legal system promotes justice, on a basis of equal opportunity 

 Article 41 recognizes every citizen’s right to work, to education & to public assistance in cases of unemployment, 

old age, sickness & disablement and in other cases of undeserved want. 

 Article 42: securing just and humane conditions of work & for maternity relief. 

 Article 43 : living wage 

 Article 46: Importance of the promotion of educational and economic interests of schedule castes, schedule tribes 

and other weaker sections. 

These rights and moral precepts about social justice are expected to get implemented through public institutions at very 

priority level. Any discrimination by private institution/organization is equally liable for non-compliance of protection 

measures for discriminated group of society. 

Being the public institution, such organizations are expected to be torch bearer for equality and social justice. 

Unfortunately, in many cases the sheer ignorance of people in these institutions leads to cases of serious social injustice 

and inhumane treatment to particular group of people. 

Role of Public institutions to promote social justice: 

 Through wider representation and accommodation of all sections of the society. 

 Public advocacy function that involves: 

 Resisting unequal power relations (like patriarchy) at every level -from personal to public -from family to 

governance 

 Engaging institutions of governance -to empower the marginalized 

 Creating and using ‘spaces’ within the system -to change it 

 Strategizing the use of knowledge, skills and opportunities – 

 To influence public policies 

 Bridging the micro-level activism and macro level policy initiatives 

 Role in financial inclusion through grass root mobilization. 

 For generation of political will and administrative efficiency to implement such legislations that protects the 

marginalized section of society. 
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 To weed out incompatibility between the libertarian or liberal constitutional values and the traditional socio-

cultural practices (like caste) and religious values (like fatalism). 

 Generation access for information to all the people within specified time in known format and language. 

The importance of this organization though not reducing is facing multi-dimensional challenges in contemporary 

context like- 

 Lack of competence, at the policy design and formulation level restricts the effective functioning of Public 

institutions in many sectors. 

 Impediments in compliance with new technological interventions such as E auctioning and digital mapping are 

dragging the overall development of public institutions. 

 Still there is stereotypical conceptualization that government instructions work with red-tapism and delays that 

cannot be solved. This kind of negative attitude still haunts the culture of public governance. 

 Challenges linked with competent industry and educational institutions. 

 Delays in justice delivery mechanism and other lacunae in grievance redressal mechanism erode the public faith 

on these institutions. 

 Corruption is the major issue eroding the very basic credibility of public institutions in country. 

Conclusion- 

In a situation where inequality is rising, caste and religion discrimination persists, women are still subjected to 

harassment within and outside the homes and millions of children facing abuses in their childhood the importance of 

public institution in country like India cannot get reduced. In fact public institutions are assuming greater significance 

and have important role to play in making India truly welfare oriented society as envisioned in the constitution. 

 

Q) Recently, the Supreme Court declined to apply the provisions of the Protection of 

Children from Sexual Offences Act to mentally retarded adults whose mental age may be 

that of a child. Was it a  right decision? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Mentally retarded adults have been equally vulnerable to the physical and sexual abuse as those of children because both 

show the same lack of understanding about the situation they are in and incapacity to protest. Thus the recent decision 

of the Supreme Court may seem lacking the will and desire to protect the mentally retarded adults as like children. 

However it is not true.   

Righteousness of the Supreme Court’s legislation- 

Positives of including the mentally retarded adults whose mental age may be that of child under POSCO- 

 There have been numerous instances where mentally retarded adults particularly women have been subjected to 

sexual abuse on account of their lack of maturity and their inability to convey or express such things. The methods 

of conducting trials under the provisions of POSCO act are child friendly. Thus it would help such victims to come 

forward against the perpetrator and take legal recourse. 

 The general provisions of the law for sexual abuse have not deterred the criminal or perpetrators from engaging 

into such crimes. The provisions of the POSCO which demand quick trials and early disposal of cases may help in 

creating deterrence for such offenders. 

 The liberal interpretation of the term ‘Child’ should also encompass the mentally retarded adults whose cognitive 

abilities are equal to that of child. 

 Expanded definition to encompass both biological and mental age within the POCSO framework would have helped 

extend its beneficial features to another section of vulnerable persons. 
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However the Supreme Court was right in its decision to refuse to accept the mentally retarded adult 

under the term Child because- 

 Need of Legislative enactment- 

POCSO is meant to protect children from sexual offences. To extend it to adult victims based on mental age would 

require determination of their mental competence. This would need statutory provisions and rules; the legislature alone 

is competent to enact them. 

 Judicial overreach- 

The said interpretation of the term ‘Child’ would have exceeded beyond the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 

 Wrong precedent- 

Although interpreting the child in liberal manner would help to give immediate respite to such victims, this could also 

set the wrong precedent for the judiciary in longer run and could disturb the legislative-judicial relations. 

 Judicial conferment of power to trial courts to treat some adults as children based on mental capacity would, in the 

Bench’s opinion, do violence to the existing law protecting children from sexual offences. It noted that there may 

be different levels of mental competence, and that those with mild, moderate or borderline retardation are capable 

of living in normal social conditions. 

Conclusion- 

Though in principle it is accepted that mentally retarded adults require same protection as children, the required 

provisions should come from legislature and not the courts. The parliament should take the due notice of the present 

situation and should bring such amendments in the law. 

 

Q) Why is there a need for the Parliament to urgently enact a comprehensive law covering 

the rights of the country’s roughly 20 million domestic workers? Examine. (200 Words) 

EPW 

A domestic worker is a person who is involved in domestic work like cleaning, washing, cooking etc. He/She plays an 

important role in the well being of the family but are often neglected and abused by the members of family and the 

society. There is absence of a robust law to ensure the protection and welfare of country’s roughly 20 million domestic 

workers. 

Need for the law – 

1. Abuse and harassment- Increased cases of sexual harassment, over work, accusation of theft etc.The law should 

seek to ensure the Right to life( Article 21), Right To Equality( Article 14) & Right To Freedom for domestic workers. 

2. No security of job- Appointed and terminated at the will of the employer. 

3. Absence of minimum wage- Wages are often denied or extended thereby imposing economic burden on the worker. 

4. No scope for collective bargaining by forming unions- Workers are scattered and isolated depriving them of scope 

for organising for their cause. 

5. Vulnerable sections of society- Most workers are from vulnerable communities like SC, ST and women and 

economically poor section of society. They are abused by higher section of society which are their employers. 

6. Economic growth- If the domestic workers are taken as assets & human resource , their standard of living will 

increase if minimum wage is fixed as it is in Andhra Pradesh & Tamilnadu. 

Conclusion – 

The government which is committed towards the advancement of the socially and economically vulnerable section 

should make responsible intervention by formulating robust policy for upliftment and safety of the domestic workers. It 

is also important to create awareness about the significant role played by the domestic workers in the well being of the 

members of family and society as a whole, thereby imparting behavioral change. 
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Q) Discuss the features of the Data (Privacy and Protection) Bill, 2017, tabled in the Lok 

Sabha recently. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Given the rising internet penetration and growing emphasis on Digital India, it is imperative to protect the sanctity of 

data generated by netizens. A legislative framework to address the growing concerns around data protection and privacy 

is the need of the hour. 

Recent incidence: 

The Supreme Court of India on July 19 stated that the right to privacy cannot be an absolute right and that the state may 

have some power to put reasonable restrictions. A nine-judge Constitution bench, headed by Chief Justice JS Khehar, is 

revisiting the question of privacy 55 years after the Supreme Court decided that it is not a basic right for citizens. Adding 

to the privacy debate with regard to the Aadhaar scheme, Justice DY Chandrachud, part of the nine-judge bench, 

observed that right to privacy cannot be linked to data protection. While the court is yet to give its final ruling, Baijayant 

Jay Panda, Member of Parliament from the Biju Janata Dal, introduced a private members bill, Data privacy and 

protection on Friday, July 21. 

Concerns and need for a legislative framework: 

There have been growing concerns about rising data leaks of sensitive information online, and there is a perceived 

danger of misuse of Aadhaar. While Aadhaar has become the focal point in the public discourse, the threats to data 

security and citizens’ right to privacy goes far beyond it. There is a need to envisage digital privacy as a basic right and a 

legislative ecosystem for its protection. 

It has never been more important to maintain the balance between harnessing technology and preserving privacy than 

it is today, given the government thrust on Digital India, financial inclusion programs and the rise of social media, 

especially Facebook. With a growing number of users, incidents of identity theft, unauthorised access and other such 

breaches have increased. 

Feature of the bill: 

1. Deliberating on the seven principles, the BJD Lok Sabha Member through a Private Member’s Bill aims to create a 

constructive public discourse which could assist the government to setup a gold standard for a much-needed 

Privacy Act. 

 

1. Definitions have often been misused for enforcing the state’s authority by encouraging sweeping generalizations; 

Bill has defined terminologies as well as “processes” like data processing, and profiling of individuals. Clarity of 

definitions is one of the main features of this bill. 
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2. This Bill introduces two separate categories under the umbrella of data intermediaries as defined by the IT Act 

(2000). 

3. Data collectors and data processors have been differentiated and the Bill mandates that they shall collect store or 

access personal data in a lawful and transparent manner. 

4. Bill lays an obligation on data intermediaries to implement necessary security measures to ensure the security of 

data collected. 

5. In case of a data breach, the Bill requires data intermediaries to inform individuals in a fixed time frame. 

6. It mandates the creation of an end user-facing position of data protection officer for grievance redressal, with a 

provision for appeal to the Data Privacy and Protection Authority (DPPA). This is the most important aspect of the 

Bill, as it allows individuals to file grievances against private as well as government bodies against any breach of 

privacy. 

7. Bill gives the list of exceptions, identifies a competent authority to approve such an act and defines the 

responsibility of state institutions involved in such acts. 

8. The Bill authorizes the DPPA to penalize, imprison and order compensation for losses suffered by individuals 

against private as well as government institutions involved in data collection or processing. The DPPA will also 

actively engage in impact assessment, consultation and inspection. 

Lacunas in the bill: 

With the European Union planning to enforce its General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) that defines data privacy 

requirements at a geographical level by May 2018, bill misses out the aspect of sovergniety of Data. 

Conclusion: Privacy concerns beyond Aadhaar 

Any information (data) generated by a user should ideally belong to that individual unless they willingly share it with 

other stakeholders, be it private companies, the government or a third party.Now, since the government has established 

a link between the individual and the data through Aadhaar, privacy becomes important because these documents are 

used as an identifier. 

 

Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and 

the performance of these schemes; 

Q) According to the evidence presented in the report of the Comptroller and Auditor 

General of India and studies elsewhere, 11 years of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Act have not been able to make much of a dent in rural poverty. 

What innovative ways would you suggest to improve outcome of the MGNREGA? Discuss. 

(200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 2005 (MGNREGA), is an Indian labour law and social 

security measure that aims to guarantee the ‘right to work’. It aims to enhance livelihood security in rural areas by 

providing at least 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to every household whose adult members volunteer 

to do unskilled manual work. 

One of the major aim of MGNREGS was to increase wages, ensure food security, curb distress migration and thereby 

reduce poverty. 

Officials from the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) and the National Council of Applied Economic Research 

(NCAER) released a new report which found that the programme reduced poverty overall by up to 32 per cent and 

prevented 14 million people from falling into poverty. 

Still the act was not able to make much dent in rural poverty on expected line . 

 In its bi-annual India Development Update, the World Bank said that though the rural job guarantee scheme has 

an inbuilt self-targeting mechanism unlike the cash transfer scheme and has multiplier effects on economic activity, 

it entails high costs and participants have to forgo alternative income. 
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 A study conducted by the World Bank in Bihar found that compared to a potential reduction in poverty by 14 

percentage points because of the MGNREGS, actual impact on rural poverty is only about one percentage point. 
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 According to the National Sample Survey data of 2009-10, 46% of households reported that one or more members 

of their households would have liked to work on the scheme and only 25% secured any work over the course of the 

year. 

 A study by the National Council of Applied Economic Research and the University of Maryland found that nearly 

60% of the poor participate in MGNREGA infrastructure projects in Chhattisgarh while barely 11% of poor 

households participate in Bihar due to lower capacity of local administration. 

Some innovative ways to improve outcome of MGNREGS :- 

 MGNREGS schemes could have been implemented much better through appropriate convergence with other 

poverty alleviation schemes, sanitation initiatives in an imaginative manner. Ex Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 

Yojana (PMGSY). Linking the MGNREGS with the system of rice intensification (SRI), a technology practice known 

to increase yields while affecting significant savings in water use, seed and agrochemicals. SRI is labour intensive 

and lends itself to the prospect of including SRI as a permissible item under MGNREGS. 

Case study :- The example of a village in the Nanded district of Maharashtra has shown recently. MGNREGA funds 

are being used in the Tembhurni village to construct the soak pits, called “magic” pits by the locals, behind every house 

in the village. As reported by the Times of India (2016), the four-foot-deep pits dug are making the usually overflowing 

open drains redundant, thus depriving mosquitoes of their breeding grounds. They are covered with a cement pipe that 

has four equidistant holes at the top. A layer of sand and fine gravel is spread under and around the pipe to allow the 

water to percolate slowly into the ground that suck in the waste water. Within a year, it had rendered the village free 

from mosquitos, against the backdrop of dengue, malaria and various other mosquito-borne diseases that severely 

continue to plague rural Maharashtra. Water flowing into the 200 soak pits gradually drains down into aquifers, 

recharging the groundwater level, and thereby eliminating water scarcity in the village. 

Conclusion :- The poor do not overcome their poverty until they are empowered to do so, and empowerment comes 

only through education, health and acquisition of an employable skill set. Programmes like MGNREGA do not facilitate 

any of these and merely provide subsistence-level aid, which may alleviate their poverty only temporarily. In fact, instead 

of addressing the roots of poverty, they only perpetuate it by denying the poor the only tools—education, health and 

skill—that can eradicate poverty through generation of wealth in the economy and providing productive employment 

while ensuring economic growth. 

 

Topic: Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

Q) Write a brief note on the MPI (Multidimensional Poverty Index). Critically examine how 

will future climate change affect the poor and how does one address both poverty and 

climate change. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI)- 

 The Global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) was developed in 2010 by the Oxford Poverty & Human 

Development Initiative (OPHI) and the United Nations Development Programme and uses different factors to 

determine poverty beyond income-based lists. It replaced the previous Human Poverty Index. The global MPI is 

released annually by OPHI. 

 In particular, the Global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) captures the multiple deprivations that each poor 

person faces at the same time with respect to education, health and living standards. The MPI reflects both the 

incidence of multidimensional poverty (the proportion of people in a population who are multidimensionally poor), 

and its intensity (the average percentage of deprivations each poor person experiences at the same time). 

 It can be used to create a comprehensive picture of people living in poverty, and permits comparisons across 

countries and regions and the world, and within countries by ethnic group, urban/rural location, as well as other 

key household and community characteristics. 

 The Global MPI implemented on measure of the Alkire and Foster methodology to present the first global measure 

of its kind. It offers a valuable complement to traditional income-based poverty measures such as $1.90/day. 

 The MPI identifies overlapping deprivations at the household level across the same three dimensions as the Human 

Development Index (living standards, health, and education). It shows the incidence of poor people in a population 

and the intensity of deprivations with which poor households contend. 
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Why is MPI better than the Human Poverty Index (HPI) previously used in the Human Development 

Report? 

The MPI replaced the HPI, which appeared in the HDR from 1997-2009. Pioneering in its day, the HPI used country 

averages to reflect aggregate deprivations in health, education, and standards of living. It could not identify which 
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specific individuals, households or larger groups of people were poor. The Global MPI addresses this shortcoming by 

identifying each person as poor-or non-poor based on how many deprivations they face, then aggregates this 

information into an overall set of intuitive statistics such as the percentage of people who are MPI poor. The MPI can be 

broken down by indicator to show how the composition of multidimensional poverty differs across regions, ethnic 

groups and so on—with useful implications for policy. 

How future Climate change will affect the poor? 

 Unpredictable weather- 

Climate change has been linked to increased frequency and intensity of destructive weather events, such as floods and 

hurricanes. But the effects of a warming planet on crops may pose an even greater danger, especially for the world’s 

poor, according to the World Bank. 

 Impact on agriculture- 

Agriculture is one of the most important economic sectors in many developing countries like and India where more than 

half of population is dependent on agriculture for their income and unfortunately it is also one of the most sensitive to 

climate change given its dependence on weather conditions, both directly and through climate-dependent stressors 

(pests, epidemics, and sea level rise). 

 Increase in Out-of-Pocket expenditure- 

Poor people already spend more income on food and health than other classes. Climate change along with rising prices 

of food, will also increase the diseases that could drive the households into the poverty again. 

 Unpredictable weather- 

Climate change is leading to the frequent droughts and floods, famines and other disaster hazards. Such natural 

phenomenon’s have more adverse impact on the poor people as their livelihood gets affected easily. 

 Water scarcity- 

With climate change, availability of fresh water will reduce dramatically along areas with large coastal populations, 

especially those that are less economically stable, like some regions of South Asia, Latin America etc. Approximately 22 

million people faced water scarcity at the end of the twentieth century, and according to projections configured by the 

IPCC, the number of people likely to endure issues in water sanitation by 2050 is 79 to 178 million. 

 More strain on poor for mitigation strategies- 

High levels of poverty and low levels of human development limit capacity of poor households to manage climate risks. 

With limited access to formal insurance, low incomes, and meager assets, poor households has to cope with climate-

related shocks under highly constrained conditions. 

Climate change hits the poorest people the hardest, those living in vulnerable areas with the fewest resources to help 

them adapt or recover quickly from shocks. As the effects of climate change worsen, escaping poverty becomes more 

difficult. 

 Climate change a threat to poverty reduction- 

Climate change also hampers the efforts and initiatives to reduce the poverty. It has been observed that climate change 

is pushing people who have just came out of poverty. 

A 25-year survey of households in India’s Andhra Pradesh found that 14 percent of households were able to escape 

poverty while 12 percent of households became impoverished; of those who slid into poverty, 44 percent cited weather 

events as a cause.  

How should address the both poverty and climate change? 

 Climate policies- 

1. Climate policies benefit the poor over the long-term and can benefit the poor in the short-term when accompanied 

by appropriate social policies. 

2. Climate policies designed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions can increase the cost of energy, but they can also 

generate or free up public finances to help the poor in more targeted ways. 

3. Carbon pricing, for example, puts a price on carbon to help lower emissions and can create a revenue stream from 

polluters that can be used to help the poor offset any rise in fuel or energy prices. When British Columbia created 
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its carbon tax, it used the revenue to lower income and business taxes and to create a low-income climate action 

tax credit that provides quarterly support to the poor to help with energy costs. 

 Adaptation- 

1. Adaptation programmes ought to be designed so that challenges faced by people living in poverty are recognised 

and reduced.  

2. If we learn for example that a district with severe nutritional deficiency might anticipate extended periods of 

drought from climate change, then the focus ought to be on improving local food access and to combine this with 

managing water efficiently to prepare for future water shortages. 

3. Similarly, proposed improvements in sanitation and housing ought to factor in the increased likelihood of future 

flooding events in low-lying areas and use appropriate design strategies that are resilient to water-logging. 

 Phasing out subsidies for rich- 

1. Phasing out fossil fuel subsidies can also help lower emissions and free up government spending for more targeted 

support for the poor. The world spent almost $550 billion on direct subsidies for the consumption of fossil fuels in 

2013, with the greatest benefit going to the wealthy who typically use more fuel. 

2. Through other programs, government support can be more precisely directed to reach the people who need it. 

 Creating strong, flexible social safety nets can catch the poor before they fall into poverty. 

1. One clear message from the research across climate change and poverty is that reducing the impact of climate 

change on poverty requires strengthening the social protection system to make programs scalable and targeted to 

those in need. 

2. An effective social protection system is one flexible enough to be scaled up quickly in times of crisis. One study in 

East Africa found that the cost of a drought to households increases from $0 to $50 per household if support is 

delayed by four months after harvest and to $1,300 if support is delayed by six months or more due to the impact 

on children and distress sales of livestock and other property. 

3. Beyond emergency support, effective social protection systems help increase access to basic services for the poor, 

to health care, and to financial services such as loans to help rebuild or build businesses. 

Conclusion- 

As the impacts of climate change worsen, it will become harder to eliminate poverty. That leaves a narrow window for 

ending extreme poverty and putting in place the safety nets that can keep poverty at bay while countries also work to 

lower their emissions toward net zero. The work underway right now, with a goal of ending extreme poverty by 2030, 

can help governments lead the way on combating climate change while also working to improve the lives and futures of 

the least well-off in their countries. 

 

Q) Critically analyse the significance of issue where activists are demanding making eco-

friendly sanitary pads tax-free and reduce the tax bracket of other napkins from 12-14% 

to 5%. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Public Health Intervention is the Surveillance that describes and monitors health events through ongoing and systematic 

collection, analysis, and interpretation of health data for the purpose of planning, implementing, and evaluating public 

health related schemes. 

Even in present era menstruation is never discussed openly and the silence of it in young girls is keeping them ignorant 

of this biological function. Proper advice and knowledge often lack among many young girls on their physiological 

process and hygienic practices that should be followed. 

Unfortunately menstruation being taboo in society is preventing all to discuss the needs and problem related to it. Due 

to this hygiene management is misunderstood and the practices which are ignored sometimes result into an adverse 

outcome. If menstrual hygiene is not given importance it will raise the risk of reproductive infections and affect health 

issues. The use of sanitary napkin is at core of these issues and can solve the problem of menstrual health issues to a 

longer extent. 
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After the roll out of Goods and services tax, the distribution of varied items in 4 different slabs is in public discourse. 

GST slabs are pegged at 5%, 12%, 18% & 28%. The need to reduce the tax on sanitary napkins and to bring them under 

lower tax slab at 5% will promote its usage mainly in disadvantaged sections of the society. The various aspects 

linked with this issue are: 

 Increasing affordability: 

One of the main reasons of non-usage of sanitary napkins is the cost involved into its usage. Even today many women 

are not in position to afford monthly expenditure on menstrual health. The adolescent girls are even more vulnerable 

due to their financial dependency. 

 Doing away with use of non-hygienic materials: 

Women don’t just use old cotton clothes, but other unhygienic substances such as sand, sawdust, leaves and even ash as 

well. This leads to severe reproductive hazards and infections. The readily available cheap sanitary napkin can make 

shift and thus can provide some choice to poor rural woman. 

 Highlighting menstrual health: 

By keeping sanitary napkin in lower tax bracket will provide a strong message in the society about the importance of 

menstrual health in a life of a woman. 

 Right intervention at right stage: 

If made available at affordable cost, use of hygienic menstrual products can change the face of woman health issues in 

India. This small intervention has a potential to avoid many complexities in future linked with child birth. 

 Eradicating the taboo: 

There are still many taboos around menstruation in India. Women can’t visit temples or public places, they’re not 

allowed to cook or touch the water supply – essentially they are considered untouchable. Giving importance to this issue 

in public policy will be step forward to give a strong positive message on woman reproductive health issues. 

Government efforts 

Government has been running free sanitary pad programmes in rural areas where a girl student receives a pack of pads 

on a regular basis. Scheme for promotion of menstrual hygiene has rolled out in 17 states in 1092 blocks through Central 

supply of ‘Freedays’ sanitary napkins. Till August 2014, over 1.4 crore adolescent girls have been reached and 4.82 crore 

packs of ‘Freedays’. 

Case study 

The Sustainable Menstruation Kerala campaign has brought together menstrual rights activists, experts and alternative 

hygiene products groups together to push for a sustainable menstruation agenda across the State. Campaign aim to work 

closely with the current policies in manufacture and disposal, access to hygiene products and human rights associated 

with menstruation and reproductive health of women. The choice and burden of menstrual hygiene related issues 

transcends gender differences with its complex challenges in health issues and waste management. It supports 

sustainable menstruation through zero waste and circular economies, for the health and well-being of our women, 

ecology and society at large. 

 

Q) Do you think serving ready-to-eat fortified meals would tackle malnutrition among 

children in the country? What are the other solutions that are worth considering? 

Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- Close to 1.3 million children die every year in India because of malnutrition, according to the World 

Health Organization (WHO). Food fortification or enrichment which is considered as an important tool to tackle 

malnutrition, is the process of adding micronutrients (essential trace elements and vitamins) to food. It may be a purely 

commercial choice to provide extra nutrients in a food, while other times it is a public health policy which aims to reduce 

the number of people with dietary deficiencies within a population. 

Fortified food contains following essential micronutrients which plays major role in tacking malnutrition:- 

 Iron, riboflavin, folic acid, zinc, and vitamin B12 help prevent nutritional anaemia which improves productivity, 

maternal health, and cognitive development. 
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 Folic acid (vitamin B9) reduces the risk of neural tube birth defects 

 Zinc helps children develop, strengthens immune systems, and lessens complications from diarrhoea. 

 Niacin (vitamin B3) prevents the skin disease known as pellagra. 

 Riboflavin (vitamin B2) helps with metabolism of fats, carbohydrates, and proteins. 

 Thiamin (vitamin B1) prevents the nervous system disease called beriberi. 

 Vitamin B12 maintains functions of the brain and nervous system. 

 Vitamin D helps bodies absorb calcium which improves bone health. 

 Vitamin A deficiency is the leading cause of childhood blindness. It also diminishes an individual’s ability to fight 

infections. Vitamin A can be added to wheat or maize flour, but it is often added to rice, cooking oils, margarine, or 

sugar instead. 
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Ready to eat fortified food is being served to school children in India. Fortified food has following advantages 

 If consumed on a regular and frequent basis, fortified foods will maintain body stores of nutrients more efficiently 

and more effectively than will intermittent supplements. Fortified foods are also better at lowering the risk of the 

multiple deficiencies that can result from seasonal deficits in the food supply or a poor quality diet. This is an 

important advantage to growing children who need a sustained supply of micronutrients for growth and 

development, and to women of fertile age who need to enter periods of pregnancy and lactation with adequate 

nutrient stores. Fortification can be an excellent way of increasing the content of vitamins in breast milk and thus 

reducing the need for supplementation in postpartum women and infants. 

 Fortification generally aims to supply micronutrients in amounts that approximate to those provided by a good, 

well-balanced diet. Consequently, fortified staple foods will contain “natural” or near natural levels of 

micronutrients, which may not necessarily be the case with supplements. 

 Fortification of widely distributed and widely consumed foods has the potential to improve the nutritional status 

of a large proportion of the population, both poor and wealthy. 

 Fortification requires neither changes in existing food patterns – which are notoriously difficult to achieve, 

especially in the short-term – nor individual compliance. 

 In most settings, the delivery system for fortified foods is already in place, generally through the private sector. The 

global tendency towards urbanization means that an ever increasing proportion of the population, including that 

in developing countries is consuming industry-processed, rather than locally-produced, foods. This affords many 

countries the opportunity to develop effective strategies to combat MNM based on the fortification of centrally-

processed dietary staples that once would have reached only a very small proportion of the population. 

 Multiple micronutrient deficiencies often coexist in a population that has a poor diet. It follows that multiple 

micronutrient fortification is frequently desirable. In most cases, it is feasible to fortify foods with several 

micronutrients simultaneously. 

 It is usually possible to add one or several micronutrients without adding substantially to the total cost of the food 

product at the point of manufacture. 

 When properly regulated, fortification carries a minimal risk of chronic toxicity. 

 Fortification is often more cost-effective than other strategies, especially if the technology already exists and if an 

appropriate food distribution system is in place. 

However only emphasising fortification is not sufficient to address the problem of malnutrition as it stems from multiple 

other factors as well. Following measures can be taken :- 

1) Ensure better coordination among various ministries 

To tackle malnutrition, it’s imperative that the following ministries work together: 

 Rural Development 

 Public Distribution and Civil Supplies 

 Health and Family Welfare 

 Women and Child Development 

 Drinking Water and Sanitation 

 Agriculture 

 Tribal Affairs 

 Minority Affairs 

By coordinating their efforts, these ministries will ensure that essential nutrition services reach the most deprived 

communities and children. The finance ministry and the planning departments can play an overarching role by ensuring 

such programmes get sufficient budgets, resources and a policy framework. 

2) Improve data collection on stunting and obesity 

Although the practice of measuring malnutrition, through the ICDS, on the “underweight criterion” – weight for age – 

is expedient at the village level, it doesn’t count stunted and wasted children with the same frequency. 
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3) Invest heavily in social welfare programmes 

We can learn from Kerala and Tamil Nadu who has better nutritional indicators. They adopted:- 

 a major expansion of elementary education. 

 the constructive role of the state in extending a wide range of essential services and facilities, from healthcare and 

clean water to social security and basic infrastructure. 

 active social policies that enabled disadvantaged groups to have a voice in the democratic process, and in turn led 

to broad-based support for social development across political parties. 

 Tamil Nadu, for instance, recently launched potentially pioneering schemes of maternity entitlements, community 

kitchens and even nursing rooms at bus stands. 

 The district administration can enroll mothers, who keep a watch on what their children were fed in mid-day meals 

at school. Already shown some success in Bihar’s Bettiah district, and Thane District of Pune. 

4) Make welfare delivery mechanisms more accountable 

The lack of accountability of government officials in remote and sometimes inaccessible regions for the poor delivery of 

state programmes to rural and tribal children is also major cause. 

A study conducted by UNICEF in 2014 confirmed loss of their land and displacement without adequate rehabilitation 

as the key causes for tribal impoverishment, alienation, malnutrition and backwardness. Apart from poor utilisation of 

funds, the tribals and rural population have suffered due to poor quality of governance. 

5) Allow panchayats a bigger say in running welfare schemes 

The ICDS Anganwadi programme is plagued by massive systemic corruption. A key reason for this is that accounting, 

budgeting, clearing bills, auditing and all such functions are centralised. Delegating powers to gram panchayats or local 

elected bodies to clear bills and make payments to the food suppliers would go a long way in addressing problems like 

malnutrition. 

6) Diversify the Public Distribution System 

Making only rice and wheat available through the subsidised PDS has adversely affected the consumption pattern of 

poor people we must put the focus back on millets, pulses and supplementary foods. 

7) Strengthen and expand on nutrition schemes for adolescent girls 

Undernutrition among adolescent girls requires immediate attention. More than 44% of India’s adolescent girls are 

underweight, that’s they have a body mass index of less than 18.5. In most states, the proportion of adolescent girls with 

anaemia is alarmingly high, ranging between 76% and 92.9%.The nexus between gender discrimination and nutrition 

cannot be ignored. Malnourished girls become malnourished adolescents who marry early and have children who 

become malnourished, and so the cycle continues. The schemes like Kishori Shakti Yojana, Sabla  need to be 

implementaed on wider scale. 

 

Topic:  Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

Q) It is argued that without making deep-going and radical changes to India’s political 

economy it will not be possible to prevent and eliminate corruption. Do you agree? 

Substantiate. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Political economy refers to how political institutions, the political environment, and the economic 

system — capitalist, socialist, communist, or mixed — influence each other. It is argued that India is in urgent need of 

radical changes in the political economy to fight ever-burgeoning corruption in India. 

Why India’s political economy needs deep-going and radical changes? 

 In India, the traditional approach to deal with corruption is moralist one where focus is on to inculcate moral and 

ethical principles so that people desist themselves from corruption. 
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 Further there have been mass movements to pressurize government of the day to enact stringent laws to deter the 

people from indulging into corruption. For eg Anna Hazare movement in 2011. 

 Another explanation given for the huge corruption in India is that many vestiges of the licence raj remain, 

enforcement capacity is still weak, and the reform process needs to be given more time to bring down the level of 

corruption. 

 India already has plethora of laws and institutions to deal with the corruption. In spite of this the new institutions 

like Lokpal are demanded. 

 All these methods have not brought the effective changes on the ground in reducing the corruption. The moralist 

approach is difficult to enforce and could take indefinite time to reduce the corruption. The mass movements may 

have increased the awareness among the people but they have not achieved their intended objectives. Anti-

corruption institutions are full of political interference and officials of many of them are themselves facing the 

corruption charges. 

 Flaws in political economy and corruption- 

1. The high level of corruption in India after the independence was attributed to the license-Raj system, over-

regulation by the government and existence of government in market through PSUs. However the reforms of 1991 

which deregulated the economy, ended license-Raj system, liberalized the economy did not make any difference. 

In fact corruption has gone up manifold with overall 28 scams being exposed since the year 2000. 

2. The crony-capitalism (politician-capitalist nexus) has eroded the credibility of many institutions that were created 

with the intention of serving the interest of masses and not few. Political masters are promoting the interest of the 

few at the expense of majority for vested gains. For eg Flawed allocation of coal mines, 2G spectrum scandal etc. 

3. Lack of institutional transparency is the major issue in India’s political system. Recently passed Finance Bill 2017 

would increase the anonymity of funding to the political parties. Tax administration is equally opaque and its 

arbitrariness has created the trust deficit between the government and citizens. 

4. Law enforcement agencies like CBI are used instruments to serve the needs of the ruling party and to promote her 

interests. CBI was called as ‘Caged Parrot’ in one of the judgement of Supreme Court indicating CBI’s helplessness 

and inability to work effectively. Police forces in the states suffer the same fate as CBI. 

Thus India needs to make deep-going and radical changes in political economy which breeds high level of corruption 

and offers impunity to corrupt that in turn encourages more corruption. 

Conclusion- 

When corruption is not conceptualized soundly, in relation to socio-economic, political, and cultural factors, but is 

presented in overly simplified moral terms, analysis of its causes and effects tends to go all over the place; and without 

accurate, theoretically sound and empirically backed analysis, prescription tends to be seriously flawed. Hence India 

needs to focus on more on bringing radical changes to political economy to curb the menace of corruption. 

 

Q) The recent report of a joint task force on social audit has made unanimous 

recommendations that have opened the possibilities of social audit. What are its 

possibilities? How can governments ensure these possibilities are realised? Examine. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

What is social Audit? 

A social audit is a formal review of organizations’ endeavors in social responsibility. A social audit looks at factors such 

as organizations’ record of volunteer activity, energy use, transparency, work environment, and worker pay and benefits 

to evaluate what kind of social and environmental impact a company is having in the locations where it operates. 

A social audit is an internal examination of how a particular business is affecting a society. It serves as a way for a 

business to see if the actions being taken are being positively or negatively received and relates that information to the 

company’s overall public image. 
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Background: 

A grass roots organisation of Rajasthan, Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS) is believed to have started the concept 

of the social audit while fighting corruption in the public works in the early 1990s. As the corruption is attributed to the 

secrecy in governance, the ‘Jansunwai’ or public hearing and the right to information (RTI), enacted in 2005, are used 

to fight this secrecy. 

Objectives of Social Audit 

 Accurate identification of requirements 

 Prioritization of developmental activities as per requirements 

 Proper utilization of funds 

 Conformity of the developmental activity with the stated goals 

 Quality of service 

Possibilities of Social audit in 

Government department: 

1. Empowerment of people: Social audit is 

most effective when the actual 

beneficiaries of an activity are involved 

in it. However, people can only get 

involved in the process when they are 

given appropriate authority and 

rights.  To this end, the 73rd 

amendment of the constitution has 

empowered the Gram Sabha to conduct 

social audit.  This is relevant only in the 

villages. In the cities, the Right to 

Information Act empowers the people 

to inspect public records. 

2. Proper Documentation 

Everything right from the requirement 

gathering to planning to implementation 

must be properly documented. Some of the documents that should be made mandatory are: 

 Applications, tenders, and proposals 

 Financial statements, income – expense statements. 

 Registers of workers 

 Inspection reports. 

3. Accessibility of Documents 

Merely generating documents is useless if they are not easily accessible. In this information age, all the documents must 

be put on line. 

4. Punitive Action 

The final and most important provision, about which nothing is being done yet, is to have punitive actions for non-

conformance of the process of social audit. Unless there is legal punishment, there will be no incentive for the people in 

authority to implement the processes in a fair manner. 

Methodologies to realize implementation of Social audit: 

1. There is immediate need of imparting training module on implementation of Social Audit in letter and spirit for 

Officer training courses. 

2. Conducting regular meetings to review and discuss data/information on performance indicators. 

3. The use of Information and technology can be effectively utilised in order to monitor right implementation of Social 

audit for purpose of Good governance. 
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4. Follow-up of social audit meeting with the panchayat body reviewing stakeholders’ actions, activities and 

viewpoints, making commitments on changes and agreeing on future action as recommended by the stakeholders. 

5. The findings of the social audit should be shared with all local stakeholders. This encourages transparency and 

accountability. 

6. Establishment of a group of trusted local people including elderly people, teachers and others who are committed 

and independent, to be involved in the verification and to judge if the decisions based upon social audit have been 

implemented. 

7. There should be Clarity of purpose and goal of the local elected body in terms of various indicators and parameters 

that are expected to be implemented. 

8. It is particularly important that marginalized social groups, which are normally excluded, have a say on local 

development issues and activities and have their views on the actual performance of local elected bodies. 

Case study: Examples of social audit 

Micro-development planning as part of social audit 

A voluntary development organization Samarthan and PRIA (Society for Participatory Research in Asia) collaborated in 

a participatory micro-planning exercise with local officials, panchayat members, members of different castes, etc. The 

process was a way to bring resources to the local community and to increase its involvement in Gram Sabha meetings 

which took place four times a year. 

This led to the identification of several goals. One was to construct a drain. Inspired by the participatory local planning 

process, the community contributed half the cost of the drain (Rs 50 000). Those who could not give money offered 

their labour. The rest of the money came from the district office and was mobilized by the Gram Panchayat and its pro-

active woman president, the Sarpanch. 

Every member of the Gram Sabha developed a sense of ownership of the project. The Gram Sabha monitors the work. 

Gram Panchayat representatives also hold regular ward-level meetings. The relationship between people and their local 

representatives developed quickly into one of mutual support. 

 

Q) Despite the most stringent penal provisions in the law against manual scavenging, it 

continues in parts of India. Do you think this reflects failure of governance in the country? 

What measures are needed to end this practice? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background – 

Despite the most stringent penal provisions in the law against manual scavenging, it continues in parts of India. The 

recent order of the Madras High Court asking the Centre and the Tamil Nadu government to ensure the strict 

enforcement of the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, in the wake of 

the death of 30 people engaged in the activity in the State in recent years, points to the malaise. Evidently, the vigorous 

national campaign for the rehabilitation of those engaged to manually clean insanitary latrines, and urban structures 

into which human excreta flows without sewerage, has been unable to break governmental indifference and social 

prejudice. 

Causes of existence of manual scavenging – 

 Existence of insanitary latrines. 

 Community mindset – Many communities still regard the inclusion of a sanitary toilet as ritual and physical 

pollution of the house, and even the less conservative are ready to accept only large, expensive and unscientific 

structures much bigger than those recommended by the WHO.  

 No alternate employment available. 

 Caste barriers with manual scavengers as people consider it legitimate to clean toilets by scavengers who are mostly 

lower castes (Dalits). 
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It reflects failure of governance on the following basis: 

 Enforcement of Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation (MS) Act, 2013 has 

been lax as evident from rampant practice of the same going on in several parts of the country. 

 It goes against the spirit of articles 15, 21, 38 and 42 of the constitution. 

 Budgetary allocations for the same have reduced by multiple folds, although even with high allocation, the 

resources went underutilized. 

 Infrastructure to convert dry toilets is not sufficient. 

But the status quo can’t be blamed on the government alone as: 

 There has been poor response under Self Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers, showing 

either reluctance or lack of confidence among them. 

 It is strongly connected to the caste system in which few people assume themselves superior by virtue of their birth 

and consider few as inferiors compelling them towards such jobs. 

Measures needed to end this practice: 

 Changing social mindset – with active campaigning, enlightening the young ones before their minds are corrupted 

and reinvigorating the ‘self respect’ among the underprivileged lower caste people. 

 Putting up proper infrastructure, providing safe equipment and sufficient resources to convert latrines into sanitary 

ones. 

 Strong enforcement of the MS Act and imposing fines in case of laxity. Govt. efforts such as Swachch Bharat mission 

is right step to eradicate this practice of manual scavenging. 

 SECC-survey shows that there are nearly 1.82lakh households in rural, who are dependent on manual scavenging 

for income. Proper rehabilitation and adequate employment opportunities to manual scavengers and scholarship 

to their children and Empower manual scavengers by imparting skills for other employments.  

 Effective implementation of the law requires willingness of the courts to fix responsibility on State governments, 

and order an accurate survey of the practice especially in those States that claim to have no insanitary latrines or 

manual scavenging. 

Conclusion – 

Gandhi and Ambedkar were both the propounders of elimination of this evil practice and sensitization of other sections 

of society. Govt too should focus more on the root level causes and with strong political will she can shape its policies 

into fruitful reality. 

 

Q) Discuss various cases and committees related to the right to privacy issue in India. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Right to Privacy is not explicit in the Constitution of India, so it is a subject of judicial interpretation. Different cases and 

opinions of the judiciary have added different dimensions to the issue of right to privacy in India. Thus there is need to 

trace the origin of concept in India and its logical evolution. 

Various cases and committees related to the right to privacy issue- 

 In M.P. Sharma v Satish Chandra (1954), Supreme Court on the issue of ‘power of search and seizure’ held that 

they cannot bring privacy as the fundament right because it is something alien to Indian Constitution and 

constitution maker does not bother about the right to privacy . 

 After M.P. Sharma Case, in Kharak Singh Case (1963) Supreme Court on the issue of whether surveillance, defined 

under Regulation 236 of the U.P. Police Regulations is amount to infringement of fundamental right and whether 

right privacy is come under the purview of fundamental right; they denied the right to privacy as fundamental right 

and they concluded that “the right of privacy is not a guaranteed right under our Constitution and therefore the 

attempt to ascertain the movements of an individual which is merely a manner in which privacy is invaded is not 

an infringement of a fundamental right guaranteed by Part III”. 
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 But there was the powerful dissenting judgment of Justice Subba Roa, with whom Justice J.C. Shah concurred. 

They argued that even though the right to privacy is not specifically mentioned in the Constitution, it is a necessary 

ingredient of the right to personal liberty.  

 In the Gobind case (1975) the minority opinion of Kharak Singh case became the majority opinion. The court has 

recognised right to privacy as an integral part of right to personal liberty. Today, liberty is a part of the basic 

structure of the Constitution. Supreme Court interpreted the objective of makers of Constitution of India and then 

broadened the scope of Article 21, so that the right to privacy can fall into it. They found that the objective of them 

is to ensure the conditions favorable to the pursuit of happiness, emotions and sensations. 

 R. Gopal v State of Tamil Nadu was the first case which explained the evolution and scope of right to privacy in 

detail. In order to attain this question, Supreme Court went through the entire jurisprudence of right to privacy, its 

evolution and scope; and this fulfills gaps of Govind Case. To explain evolution it mainly discussed the Govind Case 

and follows the almost same approach. This Court held that the right to privacy is implicit in the right to life and 

liberty guaranteed by Article 21. Reached on the conclusion, that right to privacy no longer subsists in case of matter 

of public record. 

 People s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) v Union of India is related to phone tapping and it discussed that whether 

telephone tapping is an infringement of right to privacy under Article 21. Supreme Court argued that conversations 

on the telephone are often of an intimate and confidential character and telephone-conversation is a part of modern 

man’s life. Supreme Court also said that whether right to privacy can be claimed or has been infringed in a given 

case would depend on the facts of the said case. 

 In Mr. ‘X’ v Hospital ‘Z’ it was decided that when the right to privacy clashes with the other fundamental right i.e. 

right of privacy one person and right to lead a healthy life of another (society), then the right which would advance 

public morality or public interest would alone be enforced. 

 In Sharda v Dharmpal , Supreme Court held that a matrimonial court has the power to direct a party to undergo 

medical examination and passing of such an order would not be in violation of right of privacy or personal liberty 

under Article 21 of the Constitution of India , in support of this supreme court argued that information which is 

necessary for society should not protected from the making known to other under right to privacy. 

 In People s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) v Union of India, Supreme Court upheld the validity of various 

provisions of the Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2002 and said that Right to privacy is subservient to that of security 

of State and referring to the Sharda v Dharmpal they said that holding information which is necessary for the 

security of state cannot be the subject to security of state. 

Conclusion- 

Despite the implicit recognition of privacy as a fundamental right under art 21, the government continues to have powers 

to impose “reasonable restrictions”.  Moreover, global experience shows that the denial of privacy neither promotes 

national security nor curbs terrorism, it merely takes away citizen’s freedom to be left alone and curtails his/her choice 

in personal decisions. Thus it is argued that need has arisen in India to declare explicitly the right to privacy as integral 

part of fundamental right. 

 

Topic:  Role of civil services in a democracy  

Q) Is there a need for lateral entry in civil services? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Context- 

Recently PMO has instructed the department of personnel and training to prepare a proposal for middle-rung lateral 

entry in ministries dealing with the economy and infrastructure. 

Need for lateral entry in civil services- 

Arguments in favor- 

 Shortfall in numbers: There is an overall 20% shortfall of IAS cadre officers alone in 24 state cadres. The Baswan 

Committee (2016) has shown how large states such as Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan have a deficit of 75 

to over 100 officers and their unwillingness to sponsor officers to go to the Centre on deputation is understandable. 
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Lateral induction is, therefore, a small step towards essential housekeeping in central government staffing and 

ought to be supported. 

 Target oriented: Outside talent from the private sector is more likely to be target-oriented, which will improve the 

performance of the government. Also, more competition will encourage career civil servants to develop expertise 

in areas of their choice. 

 Improved governance: The conventional wisdom on lateral entry is that it infuses fresh energy and thinking into 

an insular, complacent and often archaic bureaucracy. It enables the entry of right-minded professionals and the 

adoption of best practices for improving governance. 

 Socioeconomic development has transmuted to the point where the state’s methods of addressing them are coming 

in for a rethink. And new concerns have arisen, such as the shift from the uniformity of centrally planned economic 

policy to the diverse demands of competitive federalism. Thus there is need to make way for talent pool outside the 

government. 

 The second Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC) has too recommended an institutionalized, transparent 

process for lateral entry at both the Central and state levels so that it increases the efficiency and efficacy of the 

governance. 

Arguments against- 

 The civil services have knit the administrative framework of a vast and diverse country into a coherent whole and 

provided a strong integrating element which the country can ill-afford to tamper with. 

They have provided an outstanding link between the cutting edge at the field level and top policymaking positions. This 

bridge, while crucial to all systems, has been of strategic significance in the Indian context, given the diversity and 

widespread poverty of the population. 

The width and depth of field experience which the civil services provide is difficult to attain for private players or 

outsiders. There would be inherent difficulties for external talent to bridge the gap between policymaking and ground 

level implementation better than career civil servants. 

 The proposal for lateral entry at senior decision-making levels, besides increasing the disconnect between 

policymaking and implementation, will also result in inequitable sharing of the benefits and burdens of government 

service, with permanent civil servants left to bear the burden of “humble” implementation and lateral entrants 

getting access to “glamorous” policymaking positions, without having roughed it out in remote and rural India in 

the rough and tumble of Indian democracy. 

While there would certainly be a beeline for lateral entrants to join top policymaking positions, there would be no such 

great desire to serve the country at the ground level. 

 The best talent can be attracted only if there is reasonable assurance of reaching top level managerial positions. 

This is true for government service as much as the private sector. Any dilution of the potential horizon for growth 

would discourage competent and motivated people. By suggesting a contract-based system for positions of joint 

secretary and above, the signal would be sent out that only mid-career positions would be within reach in about 15-

18 years of service and there would be considerable uncertainty about career progression thereafter. Coupled with 

unattractive salary scales and non-entitlement to defined pension since 2004, this would become a potent trinity 

to deter talented persons from aspiring to civil service  

 Large-scale lateral induction would, in fact, amount to a vote of no-confidence in the government personnel 

management system, rather than in the highly dedicated, motivated and talented officers who have chosen to join 

the civil services. 

 The difficulty in measuring performance in government is another obstacle to be reckoned with. It is not easy to 

assess the performance of a secretary to the government, given the sheer complexity and amorphous nature of the 

job. 

The induction of lateral entrants would not by itself suffice for better performance orientation and enhanced 

accountability. It would be as difficult to measure the performance of lateral entrants as it would of career civil servants. 

 The real challenge before the country is the challenge of implementation. Lateral entry into top-level policymaking 

positions would have no impact whatsoever on field-level implementation. In that sense, the proposal for lateral 

entry is a red herring to the fundamental issue of weak implementation. 
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Way forward- 

A good managerial system encourages and nurtures talent from within instead of seeking to induct leadership from 

outside. Any failure in this matter is primarily a failure of the system to identify and nurture talent at the appropriate 

stage. For this, the remedy lies not through lateral induction but through more rigorous performance appraisal and 

improved personnel management. 

 In this context, the government could contemplate hiring outside talent to head certain pre-identified mission-

mode projects and public-sector entities where private-sector expertise could be invaluable — like in the case of 

Nandan Nilekani and Aadhaar. Similarly, leadership positions in large infrastructure projects could be filled 

through open competition between civil servants and market talent. 

 The recruitment and service rules for such posts have to be clearly defined and made incentive-compatible, and the 

processes managed transparently. A credible statutory agency like the Union Public Service Commission or an 

autonomous agency like the Bank Board Bureau, established to hire heads of public-sector banks, should be 

entrusted with the responsibility of recruitment. 

 All this, coupled with competition among both serving bureaucrats and market participants, would help avoid 

many of the aforementioned pitfalls associated with general lateral entry. Further, this would be in line with the 

lateral entry strategy adopted by more developed parliamentary democracies like the UK. 

 Such an approach would have to be complemented with liberalised norms that allow civil servants to work outside 

government — with multilateral agencies, nonprofits and corporations — for short periods. By enabling exposure 

to market practices and fresh ideas, this, as much as infusing outside talent into government, is likely to help 

achieve the objectives of lateral entry itself. 

 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations.  

Q) Under the Anglo-Chinese Convention of 1890, the Sikkim-Tibet border was agreed upon 

and in 1895 it was jointly demarcated on the ground. Why should there be any dispute 

and why should this lead to a stand-off between the armed forces of the two countries, as 

seen today? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction :- Of the entire 3,488km Sino-Indian border, the only section on which both countries agree that there 

is no dispute is the 220km Sikkim-Tibet section of the boundary. This is because under the Anglo-Chinese Convention 

of 1890, the Sikkim-Tibet border was agreed upon and in 1895 it was jointly demarcated on the ground. 

History would thus indicate that the present stand-off between India and China over the Sikkim-Tibet boundary is 

nothing new. The latest episode started on 16 June when a People’s Liberation Army (PLA) road construction party 

entered Doklam area, despite Bhutanese attempts to dissuade them.  

Reasons for new standoff :- 

 The Chinese decision to cancel the Kailash Mansarovar yatra through Nathu La is a piece of theatrics by which they 

hope to keep the issue alive in the public domain. Nothing more. The timeline of initiating this incident indicates a 

high level of pre-planning, possibly at senior levels of the PLA as well as the Chinese government.  

 The Chinese are probably hoping to drive a wedge between Bhutan and India and to break the steadfast support 

that each gives to the other. To recall, Bhutan was the only South Asian state that did not participate at the 14-15 

May Belt and Road Forum in Beijing, along with India. 

 To seek an Indian withdrawal as a pre-condition for talks indicates the desire to “puncture” the strong and decisive 

image of the Indian leadership. 

 The Chinese also wish to demonstrate that, unlike in the past, no other great power will come to the aid of India 

and therefore no matter how much bonhomie is shown in Washington, India will have to deal with China on its 

own. 

Conclusion :- There is no question of India bending to Chinese “demands”, for like in 1967, it must stand its ground 

firmly. That would be a sufficient lesson for the Chinese that the Indian Army is no pushover and this is perhaps the 

only way to deal with a China that likes to flaunt its economic and military prowess. 
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Q) Unlike other previous border skirmishes, why is present border crisis between India 

and China in Chumbi Valley hailed as important? Do you think India is right in 

preventing Chinese road building near Doka La? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Doka La stand-off, at the southern tip of the Chumbi Valley where India, Bhutan, and China meet, is perhaps the most 

significant of all the border confrontations that have roiled the India-China relationship in recent years. 

Why is present crisis between India and China in Chumbi valley important? 

 The unique position of the Chumbi Valley, which is at once a dangerous conduit into the slender Siliguri Corridor 

and a dangerous choke point, exposed on both sides, for Chinese forces. 

 This tussle is formally over the interests and rights of a third country, Bhutan, echoing the wider competition for 

influence in smaller countries — Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, and elsewhere — across 

the Indo-Pacific region. 

 The stand-off comes in a period when it is clear that the wheels are coming off the India-China wagon, with Indian 

trust in Chinese intentions collapsing steadily and Beijing taking an ever-more strident tone. 

 Though India is short of infrastructural capacities developed by China in Tibet, the instinct, boldness and 

preparedness shown by Indian forces in Doka La have surprised Chinese and had to halt the construction of the 

road. 

 India enjoys close and warm relationship with Bhutan vis-à-vis China. India has shown unusual firm resolve to 

resist the Chinese aggression in Doka La that could violate the integrity of Bhutan and undermine the security of 

India in Siliguri corridor. 

 

Is India right in preventing Chinese road building near Doka La? 

 The India-Bhutan Friendship Treaty, though revised in 2007 to give Thimpu more autonomy, still notes that the 

two countries “shall cooperate closely with each other on issues relating to their national interests”. Thus India is 

committed to the security and integrity of Bhutan. 

 If India does not defend Bhutan, the tiny Himalayan nation could easily be pressurized by China and compelled to 

cede strategic territory. 
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 Chinese activity has steadily increased in the area beneath Bhutan’s claim-line, pushing the area under its de facto 

control about 5 km southwards, towards a crucial ridge-line. This has a number of implications. It would widen the 

area of Chinese control in an otherwise very narrow valley, from around 8-9 km (Batang La to the Amo Chu river) 

to 12-13 km (Gamochen to the river), thereby easing the logistics of moving large numbers of troops. Control of the 

dominating ridgeline would also give China a strong position, by some accounts even domination, over Indian posts 

to the west, and Bhutanese ones to the south and east. Hence Chinese move would also jeopardize India’s interest 

in that region. 

 In India-China’s long-stranded border disputes, China has always been audacious and aggressive in its dealing with 

India. China acquired around 5000 sq km of territory from Pakistan without paying heed to India’s concerns, China 

is pushing for CPEC through PoK violating India’s sovereignty, and China has persistently claimed its suzerainty 

over Arunachal. And now the matters are shifting to Sikkim. 

There have been little efforts from China to address India’s concerns and lack of any confidence building measures. Thus 

India has taken right decision to stand up to the challenge of Chinese aggression that could halt the China’s increasing 

assertiveness in neighbor’s territories.  

 

Q) What is bottom trawling? Why did Sri Lanka recently ban this practice? How does this 

ban affect Indian fishermen and, in your opinion, what measures should Tamil Nadu 

government take? Discuss. (200 Words)  

The Hindu 

Concept: 

Bottom trawling is an industrial fishing method where a large net with heavy weights is dragged across the seafloor, 

scooping up everything in its path – from the targeted fish to the incidentally caught centuries-old corals. Bottom trawls 

are used in catching marine life that live on the seafloor, such as shrimp, cod, sole and flounder. 

Bottom trawling, the practice of pulling a fishing net along the sea bottom behind trawlers, removes around 5 to 25% of 

an area’s seabed life on a single run. A 2005 report of the UN Millennium Project, commissioned by UN Secretary-

General Kofi Annan, recommended the elimination of bottom trawling on the high seas by 2006 to protect seamounts 

and other ecologically sensitive habitats. This was not done. 

 

The Srilanka has banned this destructive fishing method due to following reasons: 

 The very basic reason of this ban is to enhance the sustainable fishing and thus to reduce the ongoing exploitation 

in Palk bay region. In recent years some of the local fishers mans of Srilanka has adopted the destructive bottom 

travelling fishing method. In order to conserve the marine ecology, this legislative step has been taken. 

 Overfishing has also been widely reported due to increases in the volume of fishing hauls to feed a quickly growing 

number of consumers. This has led to the breakdown of some sea ecosystems and several fishing industries whose 
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catch has been greatly diminished. The extinction of many species has also been reported. According to a Food and 

Agriculture Organization estimate, over 70% of the world’s fish species are either fully exploited or depleted. 

 Ecological disruption – Fishing may disrupt food webs by targeting specific, in-demand species. There might be 

too much fishing of prey species such as sardines and anchovies, thus reducing the food supply for the predators. 

It may also cause the increase of prey species when the target fishes are predator species such as salmon and tuna. 

In addition, the weight and width of a bottom trawl can destroy large areas of seafloor habitats that give marine 

species food and shelter. Such habitat destructions can leave the marine ecosystem permanently damaged. 

 By catch- By catch is the portion of the catch that is not the target species. These are either kept to be sold or 

discarded. In some instances the discarded portion is known as discards. Even sports fisherman discards a lot of 

non-target and target fish on the bank while fishing. This collateral damage, can amount to 90% of a trawl’s total 

catch. 

 Marine debris- Recent research has shown that fishing debris such as nets, buoys, and lines, accounts for a majority 

of plastic debris found in the oceans, such as in the Great Pacific garbage patch. 

 Apart from domestic reasons there is the component to conserve Srilankan seas from exploitative fishing done by 

Indian fish trawlers as well. This will soon to be create considerable impact on Tamilnadu fisherman and thus 

becomes important aspect of India Srilanka fisherman issue. 

Impact on Indian fisherman: 

 The new law will create more confrontation with respect to local Tamilnadu fisherman as there is rampant use of 

fish trawls from Indian fisherman’s side. 

 It will create short term challenge to Indian fisherman in terms of livelihood as the change in methodology will take 

some time to adopt the new framework. 

 It is an opportunity if we see its long term impacts. Though it will create short term stress, it has many long term 

benefits as it will promote sustainable fishing methodology. 

Measures to be taken by Tamilnadu government: 

 Given the prevailing situation, intervention by Tamilnadu seems unavoidable in order to gradually resolve the 

problem. 

 State government should work out an arrangement with the Srilankan government wherein the rights of both the 

countries’ fishermen are protected within the respective territorial jurisdiction. Thus the proper information must 

be provided about the details on territorial jurisdiction to Indian fisherman community. 

 Government needs to positively intervene for skill up gradation and technology based training in order to adopt 

new sustainable methods of fishing. 

 The Joint working group on fisheries established in 2016 must proactively suggest for sustainable harvesting 

fishing methods. The Fishermen’s Associations of the two countries must come up with a blue print for cooperation 

in this issue. 

 SOP can play very vital role in reducing the confrontation and arrest issues. Working out the modalities for the 

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for handing over of apprehended fishermen can create a positive dialogue 

between two countries. 

 Tamilnadu government should be in constant dialogue with central government of India so that a model of 

cooperative federalism can solve this issue permanently. 

 There is a glaring need for institutionalization of fishing in Indian waters by the government of Tamilnadu so that 

alternative means of livelihood are provided. 

 Government will have to mark up a comprehensive plan to reduce the dependence of Indian fishermen on catch 

from Palk Bay. 

Thus, this legislative action by Srilankan government is hidden opportunity for India as, unsustainable fishing has 

always been an issue in Indian waters as well. Along with finding out solutions to long pending fisherman issue between 

two countries, India should support the act as it strives for marine ecological conservation. An idea of a sustainable 

fishery is that it is one that is harvested at a sustainable rate, where the fish population does not decline over time 

because of fishing practices. Sustainability in fisheries is need of time. 
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Q) Do you think the Chinese geo-economic encirclement of India has already taken place? 

In the light of recent tensions between India and China, critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

The recent stand-off at Sikkim region between India and China has once again brought the focus on the geo-economical 

dimensions of the both the countries. If this crisis between the two Asian giants prolongs, it would create serious 

geopolitical and geo-economical repercussion for both the countries. To determine its impact on India, the geo-

economical reach of China should be analyzed.   

Has Chinese geo-economic encirclement has already taken place? 

Arguments in favor- 

 Geographical encirclement- 

It refers to the network of Chinese military and commercial facilities developed by China in countries falling on the 

Indian Ocean between the Chinese mainland and Port Sudan. 

1. China has the presence in Myanmar’s Kyaukpyu port. The port situated in the Bay of Bengal has given China access 

to have a commercial Maritime facility which can be used as a military facility at the time of conflict. 

2. China has developed the port of Chittagong which again gives it a station to be used in the heart of the Bay of 

Bengal. China has invested large resources in Bangladesh and both Bangladesh and Myanmar are important points 

of OBOR’s sub-project, Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM). 

3. Though India has robust relations with Sri Lanka for centuries, China has found its feet in Sri Lankan soil as well. 

The Chinese company has developed a port Hambantota, in the Southern-eastern side of Sri Lanka and the Sri 

Lankan government has also allowed the control of it to a Chinese company. 

4. The Gwadar Port developed by China for the purpose of CPEC is just the tip of the iceberg as the political pundits 

believe that China will not only assist Pakistan Navy through Gwadar port but would also launch offensive using 

this port in the scenario of a Sino-Indian conflict. 

5. China hasn’t limited itself to lure the countries encircling India, but it has also made its presence felt on the African 

coast and the Middle East. China is said to have a powerful presence on the African coast of India ocean in Sudan 

and Kenya while it’s now building a military base in Djibouti to counter the increase American footprint in the 

Middle-East and IOR. 

6. Above all, China’s One Belt One Road is said to be greatest web of infrastructural projects that could undermine 

India’s influence in Asia-Pacific region. 

 Economic encirclement- 

1. Chinese capital goods manufacturers have made deep inroads into India, with some critical sectors now highly 

dependent on Chinese spares and after-sales servicing. For instance, in the boiler-turbine-generator (BTG) 

segment, many Indian power producers have installed Chinese BTGs. In the 12th Plan alone, close to 30% of 

generating capacity was sourced from China, with the trend continuing in the 13th Plan as well. 

2. Chinese portfolio investors are the other angle in geo-economic encirclement. Among the list of banks managing 

the recent Central Depository Services Ltd initial public offering was: Haitong Securities India Pvt Ltd. Haitong, as 

per its website, is China’s second largest securities firm. Many of the firm’s senior management members hold, or 

have held in the past, organizational positions in the Communist Party of China. 

3. Chinese handset manufacturer Vivo won rights to cricket tournament Indian Premier League (IPL).  

4. India suffers a trade deficit with China which has increased over the years: from $38.7 billion in 2012-13 to $51 

billion during 2016-17. One of the reasons for the large deficit is Chinese tariff and non-tariff barriers which 

constrain Indian exports; for example, Indian pharmaceutical exports have found it difficult to penetrate the 

Chinese market. 

5. Increased Chinese foreign direct investment was suggested to counter the rising trade deficit. But, there were no 

discussions on the nature of that investment: whether for manufacturing or for assembly jobs. 
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6. The Chinese footprint in the digital economy is also expanding rapidly. Numerous Chinese companies—Alibaba, 

Tencent, CTrip, Beijing Miteno Communication Technology, Bytedance—have made large investments in the 

Indian digital ecosystem, a mission-critical segment for present Indian government. 

Arguments against- 

 In spite of these explanations, the theory of geographical encirclement (ie String of Pearls theory) of India is 

disputed among the scholars as American hoax. 

 They argue that most of the Chinese investments in these regions are of the commercial types and pose no security 

threats to India. 

 The new Sri Lankan government had rejected Chinese request of allowing one of its nuclear submarine dockings 

at Hambantota. 

 Further Indian government has cordial relations with most of its neighbors like Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, 

Maldives, Bhutan, Nepal etc. Thus it is unlikely that these countries would allow China to use their territory against 

India. 

 It is also said that without India’s participation in the OBOR initiative, OBOR could not achieve its full potential. 

Conclusion- 

Though there are disputed views about the geographical encirclement, but seems to consensus about the economic 

penetration of India by Chinese companies. India is heavily dependent on China for manufacturing goods, Active 

Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API), electronic parts etc. In fact, scholars claim that economic penetration of China is of 

serious nature than geo-political. Indian government needs to bridge its trade and commerce with the China in order to 

stand shoulder to shoulder with China in geopolitical matters.  

 

Q) “Though the U.S. and other Western countries have the intention to contain China 

through supporting India, they have a wide range of common interests with China. Hence, 

the West unlikely to unconditionally stand on the side of India”. In the light of the recent 

border crisis between India and China, critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction: 

As India and China enjoy tremendous economic growth, each country is vying to increase its role on the world stage. 

The United States will play a critical part in the emergence of these two major powers in Asia. The Concept of string of 

pearls by China and “rebalancing” strategy and “Pivot to Asia” by United States of America are not very old. The relation 

between these three countries with involvement of other western countries and their impact on the global geopolitics 

will evolve as per the time and conditions at global stage. 

Issues involved in US China-relationship: 

 Influence in Asia: 

China’s economic rise has led to some geo-political friction between the US and China in the East Asian region. China 

and the US have recently led competing efforts to gain influence in Asian trade and development. 

It has been suggested that the United States considered the AIIB to be a challenge to the US-backed Asian Development 

Bank and the World Bank, and sees the Chinese effort as an attempt to set the global economic agenda on terms 

formulated by the government in Beijing. 

 Military spending and planning: 

The China’s military budget is often mentioned as a threat by Western powers. The PRC’s investment in its military is 

growing rapidly. The United States, along with other Western countries, remains convinced that the PRC conceals the 

real extent of its military spending. The International Institute for Strategic Studies in a 2011 report argued that if 

spending trends continue China will achieve military equality with the United States in 15–20 years. 

 Human rights: 

On February 2014 the United States released its China report on human rights practices for 2013 which, described the 

PRC as an authoritarian state and a place in which repression and coercion were routine. 
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As per the Western world China still has a long way to go in instituting the kind of fundamental systemic change that 

will protect the rights and liberties of all its citizens in China. 

 Race for military technology: 

China and the United States have been described as engaging in a race of military technology. Expansion and 

development of new weapons by China has been seen as so threatening as to cause planning for withdrawal of US forces 

from close proximity to China, dispersal of US bases in the region, and development of various new weapon systems. 

 Territorial expectations: 

The objective of the American rebalance is to respond to the rise of China. China is seeking to rebuild the ‘silk road’ in 

both Central Asia and along the ancient maritime route connecting China to Southeast Asia, South Asia, the Middle East, 

and to Africa. Unlike the United States, China aspires to rebalance in regions beyond maritime Asia, by working to 

improve relations with Central Asian nations. 

China containment policy: A concept 

 The China containment policy is a political term referring to a claimed goal of U.S. foreign policy to diminish the 

economic and political growth of the People’s Republic of China. The term harkens back to the U.S. containment 

policy against communist countries during the Cold War. 

 The theory asserts that the United States needs a weak, divided China to continue its hegemony in Asia. This is 

accomplished by the United States establishing military, economic, and diplomatic ties with countries adjacent to 

China’s borders, frustrating China’s own attempts at alliance-building and economic partnership. 

Positive aspects of USA-China relationship: 

 China-U.S. economic and trade relations is mutually beneficial in nature. It is a critical pillar for China-U.S. 

relations. As the biggest developing country and the biggest developed country, China and the U.S. enjoy great 

complementarity in terms of natural and human resources, market, capital and technology. 

 Military-to-military relations are an important component of China-U.S. relations. Since 1979, China and the U.S. 

have had exchanges and cooperation in the military field. The two militaries have established a number of dialogue 

and consultation mechanisms, such as the Military Maritime Consultative Agreement, the Defense Consultative 

Talks, and the Defense Policy Coordination Talks. 

 China and the U.S. maintain close and effective communication and coordination on major regional and 

international as well as global issues. Areas of cooperation include regional hotspots such as the situation on the 

Korean Peninsula, Iranian nuclear issue and South Asia, non-traditional security issues such as counterterrorism, 

nonproliferation, energy security, public health, disaster prevention and reduction, and global challenges such as 

global financial crisis and climate change. 

 China’s development is directly transforming the lives of one-fifth of the world’s population, and is otherwise 

influencing billions more. China’s rapid economic growth, expanding regional and global influence, continued 

military modernization, and uneven human rights record are also shifting the geopolitical terrain and contributing 

to uncertainty about China’s future course. 

The Indian apprehension: 

 All these dimension of relation between great powers of contemporary world highlights its complicated nature. The 

role of India has always been important and needs to be analysed thoroughly in order to understand diplomatic 

aspects of USA backing India to curb the influence of China in Asia Pacific region. 

 S.–India relations have come a long way; there are still residual differences and doubts. New Delhi has long 

regarded U.S.–Pakistani military ties as sustaining Beijing’s strategy to keep India off balance. Disputes over trade 

barriers and intellectual property, H1Bvisas, and market access hold back business ties. Mitigating the effects of 

disagreement on such issues to promote bilateral cooperation has not been easy. 

 Moreover, USA is used to relationships where it has the dominant voice. But India’s historic quest for strategic 

autonomy, its self-identity as a great civilization, and great power ambitions of its own mean will decide the 

diplomatic and geopolitical strategy in coming days. 

India would prefer to avoid any formal alignment with Washington partly because of concern that such an alignment 

will prompt the Chinese to tighten their embrace of India’s smaller neighbors, which, in turn, will exacerbate India’s 
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security dilemma. The worst-case scenario from India’s perspective is the emergence of U.S.–China condominium in 

which China remains hostile to India and the United States is unavailable as a balancing power. 

Conclusion: 

The U.S.–China–India triangular relationship is a strategic Rubik’s Cube. All three need each other. For China, its 

economic relationship with the United States is vitally important as its biggest export market. For India, its ties with the 

United States facilitate its rise as a major power and augment its position in Asia. USA does not want a single power to 

dominate the Asian continent and its adjoining waters and supports the rise of several powers. 

India’s deterrence capabilities are China-centric, while those of China’s are U.S.-centric. The U.S. interests require it to 

cooperate with China on some issues and with India on others, and sometimes with both. How China and India manage 

their differences on their border dispute, trade imbalance, Tibet, Pakistan, regional integration, and the UN Security 

Council reforms will have significant implications on the United States’ place in Asia. 

 

Q) Discuss the importance of Myanmar for India and to the Asian security architecture. 

(200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

With the democratic transition taking place in Myanmar, India is in process to strengthen the bilateral relations with 

the Myanmar. With the increasing geopolitical tensions in the region, Myanmar can emerge as important players in the 

region. 

Importance of Myanmar for India- 

 Security- 

1. Myanmar has a big border with China in the North, contiguous with the Sino- Indian disputed border.  Military 

analysts can gauge the various strategic complications that arise from such a configuration in case Myanmar is 

under unfriendly influence. 

2. Myanmar bridges South Asia and India with South-East Asia.  It also acts as a buffer between India’s North Eastern 

States and the Southern provinces of China. 

3. Myanmar provides the Eastern littoral of the Bay of Bengal.  An unfriendly Myanmar hosting foreign naval 

presence would be a grave threat to India’s security. 

 Geo-politically, with a friendly Myanmar, India could add more substance to her ‘Look East’ policies of building 

up relationships with South East Asia, as Myanmar shares common borders with Laos and Thailand.  With no 

contentious issues looming over India-Myanmar relations, a viable strategic partnership is more easily 

achievable.  This can counter-act the negative image being propagated that India is unfriendly with her neighbours. 

 Trade and commerce- 

1. Bilateral trade has grown from $12.4 million in 1980-81 to $2.18 billion in 2013-14. Agricultural items like beans 

and pulses and forest based products make up nearly 90% of India’s imports. 

2. Though the trade between the two countries is growing slowly, its way below its potential. Thus India could increase 

its export in rapidly growing markets of Myanmar and could also provide outlet for the North-Eastern India. 

 Prospects for investments– 

1. Geo-economically, Myanmar is rich in natural resources and has appreciable production of crude oil, and natural 

gas.  It has sizeable deposits of copper, lead, tin, tungsten, steel and gold.  Some of these especially crude oil and 

natural gas could be an attraction for India, being next door. 

2. As there has been little development in terms of infrastructure and private industry, its future economic prospect 

looks very promising. There is a huge, underdeveloped market to be explored and exploited, and gigantic 

infrastructure projects to be built, to modernise the country. All this is very promising for foreign investors. 

3. Some of the Indian companies like Essar, GAIL, ONGC Videsh Limited have invested in Myanmar’s energy sector. 

Tata motors has set up a heavy turbo truck assembly plant with financial assistance from India government. 
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 Development of North-East region- 

1. India’s North-East region does not only shares border with Myanmar, but also culture, history and ethnicity. 

Myanmar can accelerate the rapid development of North-East through bilateral relations. 

2. India is working on Kaladan Project that would connect Kolkata port with Sittwe port that would in turn provide 

connectivity to North-East region of India. 

3. Myanmar is critical for maintaining stability and peace in Northeast India. Some Northeast Indian insurgent 

groups operate out of bases across the border. Therefore, responding to the groups mandates cooperation and 

consent of the Myanmar army. 

4. Huge number of people from Myanmar visit to the North East from medical reasons and North East could emerge 

as destination for medical tourism for Myanmar. 

5. The proposed India-Myanmar-Thailand Friendship Highway can unleash the vast developmental opportunities for 

North-East region. 

 India-ASEAN relations- 

1. Myanmar is connecting link between India and ASEAN. Thus Myanmar is poised to play important role in 

developing the strong economic bonds between the two. 

2. The proposed India-Myanmar-Thailand Friendship Highway can be extended to Malayan peninsula and may prove 

turning point for the future of whole South and South-East Asia. 

 

For Asian security architecture- 

 Myanmar is strategically located with respect to Asia’s geo-political importance. It has borders with the China in 

the North, India in the East, Malayan peninsula in the South, Indo-Chins peninsula in the South-East and opening 

in the Bay of Bengal. Thus Myanmar can play influential role in the security and Stability of the region, particularly 

South and South-East Asia. 

 The insurgency groups in Myanmar can destabilize the region and worsen the relations between neighboring 

countries. Hence it would imperative for Burmese government also other countries to cooperate in eliminating the 

terror threats that can emerge from Myanmar’s territory. 

 Asian nations in the South, South-East and East Asia should cooperate to find amicable solution for the Rohingya 

issue in Myanmar and to prevent human rights violation in the Rakhine state of Myanmar. 
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 Myanmar has easy access to critical strait of Malacca and Indian Ocean, hence friendly relations with the Myanmar 

are imperative for the countries who depend on the maritime trade through these ocean bodies. 

 With the transition from military rule to democratic state, Myanmar has ended its international isolation. Thus 

Myanmar is eager to diversify its military needs and to reduce its dependence on China. In such situation, India, 

Japan, Indonesia etc may enter the race to provide arms and weapons to Myanmar. 

Conclusion- 

As global politics is increasingly becoming multipolar, India will have to strengthen its multi-alignment strategy 

involving major powers, middle powers and others such as Myanmar. In spite of its current economic and military status, 

Myanmar—located between China, India and Southeast Asian countries—can soon emerge as an important pillar in the 

India’s and Asian security architecture. 

 

Q) Write a critical note on Nepal’s equal-distance policy. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

The ongoing stand-off between India and China over the Bhutan’s territorial sovereignty has led to speculations over 

the neutral approach adopted by Nepal. The ‘Equal-distance’ policy of Nepal shows balanced and neutral approach 

adopted by Nepal towards its both the neighbors. The internal conflict in Nepal might have diluted its policy, however 

in principle Nepal has always considered equal-distance policy better for her future prospects.   

Nepal’s equal-distance policy- 

Positives of the policy- 

 When a nations like Nepal, Bhutan etc that are situated between two strong nations, bias towards any one of them 

would attract the antagonism of the other. Thus in case of Nepal, she needs help from both the countries to develop 

herself, which could be achieved through equal-distance policy. 

 Nepal is a land-locked nation. She needs outlet for her trade and commerce and other economic activities, 

particularly through sea ports. Having balanced relations with the two countries would ensure such outlets for 

Nepal through both the neighboring countries. For eg Nepal can use Indian port as well as road and rail connectivity 

from Chinese side. 

 In case of hostile relations between the neighboring countries, Nepal could easily become the playground for the 

India and China. This could prove disastrous for Nepal. Thus her neutrality and cordial relations with both the 

neighbors could ensure her safety and security in conflicts. For eg like Switzerland whose neutrality is appreciated 

and respected by all European nations. 

 Equal-distance policy could also help Nepal to establish relations with the outside world without attracting the 

suspicion of the either of the neighbor. 

 This policy could also ensure help from both the neighbors in cases of natural calamities. For eg both India and 

China offered extensive help in the recent Nepal earthquake. 

Concerns of the policy- 

 In case of internal conflicts or political vacuum as witnessed in Nepal recently, could attract the interference of the 

neighbors for their vested interests. For eg Nepal has accused India of taking benefit of political uncertainty in 

helping Madhesis in blockade. 

 Equal-distance policy may limit the aspirations of better relationship of Nepal with either of its neighbor. 

 Sometimes in pursuit of balanced relations with the both the neighbors, Nepal may have to adopt policy of 

appeasement towards either of the neighbor in order to not to attract antagonism of the other. If Nepal allows India 

country to build projects (for eg hydro-electric), she will be compelled to allow China to build other projects (such 

as road and rail connectivity) to show her neutrality. 

 Equal-distance policy cannot allow strategic alliance of Nepal with any of its neighbor that could allow Nepal to 

rely in cases of emergency. 
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Conclusion- 

In the past, India has had more influence on Nepal vis-à-vis China. This has been despised by China and some of the 

sections in Nepal. In the recent years, Nepal has tried to ensure balance while dealing with both the countries and to 

assert its independence and sovereignty. A strong and stable Nepal is what required for maintaining peace in the region 

and her policy of equal distance is one of the step in ensuring it. 

 

Q) Discuss critically reasons for growing Chinese assertiveness in recent days. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

The China has shown its might in all spheres, mainly in economic in past few years. The standoff between two countries 

at border front has brought this issue to discussion once again. The assertive steps taken by Chinese government 

basically emerge from its expansionist policy. The growing assertiveness by china can be discussed and analysed under 

following sub heads: 

 One-China policy: 

As a policy, this means that countries seeking diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China (PRC, Mainland 

China) must break official relations with the Republic of China (ROC, Taiwan) and vice versa. This policy has received 

strong opposition from Taiwan. This policy is corollary of “One China principle”, which insists that both Taiwan and 

mainland China are inalienable parts of a single “China” 

 South China sea disputes: 

China has adopted an increasingly assertive posture towards its own claims by elevating it to a core interest, 

strengthening its fishery law enforcement and building civilian and military facilities in the disputed islands and waters. 

 New regional order: challenging US 

China’s rising power and influence is reshaping the regional strategic balance and will greatly undermine the existing 

regional security architecture the US has shaped and dominated since the Cold War. China’s rise as a global power has 

been a reality and it is the most prominent event of the 21st century in creating a new regional order. 

 Enhancing energy security: 

Over the past decade China has endeavored to diversify its energy suppliers and routes in order to reduce its heavy 

dependence on Persian-Gulf oil and the Strait of Malacca, and to consolidate its energy security by developing new 

energy routes: the Myanmar-China pipelines and the Iran-Pakistan-China pipelines, transporting Persian-Gulf oil over 

the Indian Ocean without passing through the Straits of Malacca. 

 Military strength: 

China’s military is developing ships, submarines, aircraft, intelligence systems and foreign bases in a bid to become a 

global military power. The PLA is the world’s largest military force, with strength of approximately 2,285,000 personnel, 

0.18% of the country’s population. 

 Economic strength and assertiveness: 

China’s socialist market economy is the world’s second largest economy by nominal GDP, the world’s largest economy 

by purchasing power parity according to the IMF. 

 Global Connectivity aspirations 

The Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-century Maritime Silk Road, also known as the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 

and The Belt and Road (B&R), is a development strategy that has got impetus by joining of some other countries as well. 

The strategy underlines China’s push to take a larger role in global affairs, and the desire to coordinate manufacturing 

capacity with other countries in areas such as steel manufacturing. India’s opposition to OBOR initiative further 

promotes the assertiveness by China. 

Conclusion- 

Having experienced rapid economic growth in the past decades, China’s economic success allows it to play a greater 

political role in global affairs. In addition, its economic power greatly accelerated the pace of military build-up and 

modernisation that has soundly strengthened the PLA’s military capacities to face any potential threat to its core interest. 
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China’s rising economic and military power is reshaping the regional security architecture, eroding the US’s dominant 

power in the region. 

 

Q) In the light of recent Doklam crisis, many commentators have been implying that 

Bhutan is an Indian ‘protectorate’ state. Do you agree? How important is India for 

Bhutan’s economy and security? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

India-Bhutan relations have been friendly since the Independence when the Friendship Treaty was signed. Bhutan has 

been India’s major trustworthy state in economic, political and security issues. A full fledged democratic and responsible 

government functions in Bhutan. 

The main reasons why India is important for Bhutan are as follows: 

 On Security: 

a) Indian army has been providing training to the Royal Bhutan Army consistently to cope up with any external 

and internal threats. 

b) India has provided sufficient arms and defence equipment to the small state to protect it’s sovereignty with a 

belligerent neighbor at the gate. 

c) Issues such as Chumbi valley and Doklam crisis needs intervention by others where India plays a key role. 

d) India supports Bhutan’s interests at the United Nations (UN). 

 On Economy: 

a) Bhutan imports majorly from India and the centre even extends subsidies to the state. Hence, there is a large 

scale dependence on economic front. 

b) Geographically to seek markets for trade it depends upon India. Agreements such as BIMSTEC and BBIN Motor 

vehicle agreement seeks to increase this co-operation. 

c) India imports Electricity from Bhutan’s major hydroelectric power projects. It is the only natural resource by 

which the country can gain revenue. 

d) India represents Bhutan on the international organisations such as IMF, WB, etc. 

India’s prime interest in Bhutan stems from the many needs: 

a) as a neighboring country, it acts as a buffer state to an expanding China; 

b) as a Himalayan State, it has huge hydrological potential;  

c) as a landlocked state, it is a pure market for establishing a monopoly of India Inc.; 

d) it’s strategic location. 

Conclusion – 

The relation between the two neighbors has been more or less based on mutualism, except that India has had more to 

offer owing to its vastness, which rivals often describe with negative connotations like calling it a “protectorate state”. 

However, it is not a protectorate state of India and follows it’s own, independent development and foreign policy. 

 

Q) Critically examine how has the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord signed in July 1987 changed 

politics in Sri Lanka and the its relations with India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The accord of the 1987 signed between Indian PM Rajiv Gandhi and his Sri Lankan counterpart J R Jayewardene 

heralded new political arrangements in Sri Lanka. The accord was also effort on India’s part to pacify the militant Tamil 

groups with whom there was general sympathy in India and particularly in Tamil Nadu.  
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How the accord changed the politics in Sri Lanka? 

The accord had two immediate objectives. The first was to end Sri Lanka’s ethnic war by persuading the Tamil militant 

groups to lay down their arms and then join the so-called political mainstream. The second was to alter the constitutional 

and structural framework of the Sri Lankan state and offer regional autonomy to the minority Tamil community through 

devolution of powers. The two objectives have been met with only partial success. 

 End of militancy- 

1. In Sri Lanka, the most important political change since 1987 has been the total military defeat and demise of the 

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). The Tamil militant groups, with the exception of the LTTE, agreed to 

follow the political path opened up for them by the accord of 1987. LTTE chose not to accept the award and went 

on war with Sri Lanka to which India also became a party against the LTTE. 

2. The militant group (LTTE) was finally eliminated in 2009, effectively and permanently ending the ‘political-

solution’ approach to the ethnic conflict — an approach that guided the drafting of the accord in July 1987. 

 Constitutional amendment- 

1. The second objective of the accord required a constitutional amendment. The 13th Amendment to Sri Lanka’s 1978 

Constitution was passed by Sri Lankan Parliament in November 1987. 

2. The new law, which closely followed the Indian constitutional model of power-sharing, created a system of 

Provincial Councils in Sri Lanka’s nine Provinces. Though rejected by the LTTE as an inadequate solution to the 

Tamil national question, the 13th Amendment at least restructured, de jure, Sri Lanka’s post-colonial state, which 

had remained un-reformable in the direction of pluralism and multi-ethnicity. 

3. This, in retrospect, is the single-most significant and lasting contribution that the pact has made to Sri Lanka’s 

contemporary politics. 

 Official acceptance of diverse nature of Sri Lanka- 

1. The accord of the 1987 led to acknowledgment of the diverse nature of the Sri Lankan society and polity. The 1987 

system of devolution was created on the basis of a set of important assumptions, as clearly articulated in the text of 

the accord. 

2. These included: 

Sri Lanka is a multiethnic and multicultural society; Tamil demand for secession is not politically tenable, though 

understandable; regional autonomy is the best alternative both to a unitary state and separation; and Sri Lanka’s ethnic 

conflict can be best managed by political means, grounded in the acknowledgement that the ethnic minorities have 

legitimate political and other grievances and aspirations. 

 Failure of Provincial councils – 

1. Provincial council in the North-Eastern province could not gain real regional autonomy from rigid, unsympathetic 

and evasive political class and bureaucracy in Colombo. This led to declaration of independence in the North 

Eastern province by the Eelam People’s Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF), the most leftist among Tamil 

militant groups, which had formed a coalition after winning the first Provincial Council election. 

2. Provincial Councils continued in the Sinhalese-majority Provinces, seven in all, where there was no demand for 

devolution. Confined to these seven Provinces and caught up in a powerful ideological paradigm of a centralised 

unitary state, the entire system of Provincial Councils found new political reasons for their existence other than 

regional autonomy. Two of them stand above others. 

3. First, the Councils, contrary to the original intention of the law, became institutional extensions of the Central 

government and the ruling party in Colombo. 

4. Second, they evolved into institutions through which political corruption and patronage politics got decentralised 

and democratised. Even the Northern Council, which was formed anew after the war in 2013, and run by a Chief 

Minister of the Tamil National Alliance, has not been able to reverse this institutional paralysis. 

How the accord changed Sri Lanka’s relations with the India? 

 The accord tried to bring harmony between the two nations after India’s ill-fated military intervention to suppress 

militancy issue. Though the relations have improved, there are still some points of differences that strain the 

relationship of the two. 
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 Sri Lanka has skeptical of external intervention of India into its internal affairs. The successive governments in Sri 

Lanka after the accord have been suspicious of India and it could also be one of the reasons behind the slow progress 

of the implementation of the accord. 

 State of Tamil Nadu has played crucial role in the relations between India and Sri Lanka. Tamil Nadu in particular 

is vocal against the lack of real autonomy to the provincial councils in Sri Lanka as per the 1987 accord. This has 

strained the relations between the two neighbors. The coalition government of the Dr Manmohan Singh had to vote 

against the Sri-Lanka at UN on the issues of human rights violation. 

 India’s continued insistence in devolution of powers to Sri Lankan Tamilians has raised sovereignty issues in Sri 

Lanka and very often latter has tried to balance India with Chinese help particularly of economic nature. 

 Although with the election of new government in Sri Lanka, the relations between the two nations are improving, 

the permanent solution to the Tamil issue is the key to achieve the full potential of the relations. 

Conclusion- 

Sri Lanka is important neighbor for India due to its strategic location in the Indian Ocean. India stands to lose if it 

expects complete reciprocity on the part of Sri Lanka. India needs to be as impartial as possible when it comes to 

Tamilian issue and must encourage Sri Lanka to find amicable ways and methods with taking all the stakeholders 

together in achieving the true objective of accord of 1987.    

 

Q) Critically analyse various issues related to construction of the Hambantota port in Sri 

Lanka. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Indian Ocean has always been the important transit route for global trade. For this reason, there 

have always been the geopolitical connotations linked with the port led development in the Indian 

Ocean. 

Details on the port: Background and need of this port 

Construction of the port began in January 2008. It will be Sri 

Lanka’s largest port, after the Port of Colombo. The Port of 

Hambantota will serve ships travelling along the east-west shipping 

route which passes six to ten nautical miles (19 km) south of 

Hambantota. The first phase of the port project will provide 

bunkering, ship repair, ship building, and crew change facilities.[6] 

Later phases will raise capacity of the port up to 20 million TEUs per 

year. When completed, it is claimed it will be the biggest port 

constructed on land to date in the 21st century. 

Sri Lanka is situated along the key shipping route between the 

Malacca Straits and the Suez Canal, which links Asia and Europe. An 

estimated 36,000 ships, including 4,500 oil tankers, use the route 

annually. However the only major port in Sri Lanka, the Port of 

Colombo, is catered towards container handling and is unable to 

provide facilities for port related industries and services. Therefore, 

a new port was proposed near the city of Hambantota, which has a 

natural harbor and is located on the southern tip of Sri Lanka close 

to international shipping routes. 

Issues related to construction of the Hambantota port are: 

1. The Chinese involvement in the construction of this port has seen as a challenge by other neighboring countries. 

For the $ 1.5 billion Hambantota Port, 85% of the finances came as loan from China’s Exim Bank and thus the 

Chinese stake is very high in this project. 

2. Fear of unemployment: The sale of 80% stake of the port to china has created the fear of unemployment among 

the domestic players. 

3. The port holds potential to control the East West sea trade. Chinese high stake in the working of this port may 

threaten the sovergniety of neighboring countries. 
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4. There has been the issue of labour strike that was further get involved with the political set up of the country. The 

incidence comes under extreme criticism from civil activists and media movements over an assault on a journalist 

during this protest in Hambantota port. 

5. Environmental issue: The very location of this port and expected model of its development may create 

environmental impacts. The record of Chinese projects are not enough competent with respect to eco-friendly 

activities. 

The high stake of Chinese involvement in the port development has geopolitical understanding. Each country will see 

towards it in its own interests. The China has played very dominant role in Asian in last decade. This move is the bold 

extension of its policy. 

 

Q) What are the implications of the disqualification of Nawaz Sharif as the Prime Minister 

by the Supreme Court of Pakistan on India – Pakistan relations? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background: What is the Panama Papers case against Nawaz Sharif? 

The Panama Papers case against Sharif is related to alleged money laundering by the Pakistan PM in 1990s, when he 

twice served as prime minister, to purchase assets in London. The assets allegedly purchased by Sharif surfaced when 

Panama Papers leak last year by a consortium of international journalists, including The Indian Express, revealed the 

assets allegedly purchased by Sharif were managed through offshore companies owned by Sharif’s children. 

The assets include four expensive flats in London. 

This decision will have following possible impacts: 

 Sharif has gone India’s best shot at normalising relations with Pakistan. From the 1999 Lahore Declaration to the 

December 2015 lunch, Sharif consistently advocated peace with India. This decision of Pakistan Supreme court has 

lesson to learn for India as well. 

 The environment of instability may give boost to militant outfits. Such kind of situation can create challenges to 

internal security of India. 

 The disqualification has created a political volume in Pakistan, which means there is not going to be any diplomatic 

talks related to various persisting issues between two countries until some new government forms. 

 Political instability will further embolden the Pakistan army. The new army chief Qamar Javed Bajwa had already 

begun asserting himself against the political class 

 The Panama gate verdict will increase dominance of military over the civilian government. For India, it may not 

mean much in the short term as the Pakistan government has never been free of military interference in its policy 

towards India. 

 The civilian government has informed the military leadership of a growing international isolation of Pakistan and 

sought consensus on several key actions by the state. 

 Such developments would be keenly watched by India as relations between both countries have deteriorated a lot 

in the last one year because of terrorism emanating from Pakistan. 

This decision is crucial with respect to India Pakistan relationship as the positive attitude of Nawaz Sharif will be the 

missing link in the overall process. This decision is also learning that the corruption must not be tolerated even though 

the involved person holds a very influential post. 

 

Q) In your opinion, what political issues does the recent removal of Pakistan Prime 

Minister by its highest court expose in Pakistan? Also examine India link to the issue. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

In the last seventy years, all Pakistani Prime Ministers have either been assassinated, dismissed or forced to resign by 

heads of state with military backing, or deposed in coups d’etat. Mr. Sharif is the second Prime Minister, after Yousuf 

Raza Gilani, to be sent home by an activist Supreme Court.  
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Mr. Sharif was ousted once by the President and a second time by the army chief in a coup. Elected for a third time, he 

has now been sent packing through the Supreme Court. He is clearly a flawed man but the manner of his removal from 

office is even more flawed. 

Issues exposed – 

1. Failure of Democracy: Democracy is a system wherein the power to elect or oust a representative lies in the hands 

of the people. This is not the case in Pakistan which has never seen an elected PM completing his full term.  

2. Link between Military establishment and SC: The PM had taken the ire of the military by taking a firm and 

independent stand on national security and foreign policy issues. The military establishment controls the levers of 

the political system to quite an extent, highlighted through the presence of a number of members of the military 

intelligence and the ISI, in the Joint Investigation Team that was probing the case. 

3. The constitutional requirements for the Prime Minister to be truthful and righteous are subject to multiple 

interpretations for the sake of political benefits. 

4. Corruption, and inefficiency is rampant in the political system. 

Indian link – 

1. During the Panama Papers saga, Mr. Sharif was accused in social media of being an Indian agent and rumours 

swirled of his alleged investments in India and ‘secret partnerships’ with Indian businessmen. This reveals the real 

cause of anxiety with him and anti-India stance of Pak-military.   

2. The removal of the Prime Minister can affect possibilities of initiating a political dialogue between India and 

Pakistan. 

3. The leverage gained by the military establishment in Pakistan, might force India to bear the burden of border 

clashes and conflicts for a longer time. 

4. The fight against terrorism that Nawaz Sharif had initiated might be stymied, much to the inconvenience of India. 

5. However, on a positive note, the action against Nawaz Sharif prompt the investigators and competent authorities 

in India to speed up the investigations into the ”Panama Papers” scam. 

Conclusion – 

The removal of a democratically elected Prime Minister in Pakistan, through the order of the Supreme Court, is bound 

to raise some questions regarding the future course of politics, especially democratic politics in Pakistan. It will be ideal 

if the opposition is able to utilize the benefits of the move, by continuing its fight against political corruption, by setting 

an example. Also, as for India, it should welcome the principle based on which the following events have taken place, 

and try and help out Pakistan in this moment of crisis, so as to rejuvenate its bilateral ties with it. 

 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests 

Q) In your opinion, how should India resolve its boundary stand-off with China at the 

Doka La tri-junction with Bhutan? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

China is attempting to build a motorable road in an area claimed by Bhutan. Chinese attempt has resulted in a face-off 

between the forces of the two countries. India and China have beefed up deployment of forces at the Sikkim-Bhutan-

Tibet tri-junction as part of the ongoing stand-off between the armies of the three countries. 

India’s Defence Minister said that after having been pushed back by the Chinese soldiers, the Bhutan Army sought help 

from its Indian counterpart. India is in a security arrangement with Bhutan to provide protection to its borders. The 

Indian Army entered the area to honour the bilateral arrangement. 

Doko La plateau is strategically significant. It overlooks the Chumbi valley which has two important passes – Nathu La 

and Jelep La – to connect India and China. The plateau is contested by both Bhutan and China. Doko La plateau makes 

survey of Indian territory up to the Siliguri corridor easy. This also brings the security of Sikkim under threat. 
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How should India resolve the boundary dispute with China at Doka La tri-junction? 

 Unlike Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim is not a disputed territory as both countries agree on the delineation of boundary 

which is based on a 1890’s treaty between Quing Empire and Britain. Thus these issues have to be addressed 

through sustained dialogue and negotiations. 

 India should make Bhutan an integral part of the negotiations and at the same time ensuring the China does not 

pressurize the small Himalayan kingdom on the terms of dialogue. 

 In the immediate term, however, talks must focus on defusing the tensions at the tri-junction. China has made the 

withdrawal of Indian troops a precondition for dialogue. This would be unacceptable to India. Thus both the 

countries must withdraw its troops and road-building teams by China. 

 Apart from its own commitments to the status-quo, New Delhi must convey Beijing that the later recognize the 

special relationship of India and Bhutan that have shared since 1947 and the friendship treaty of 2007 that commits 

India to protecting Bhutan’s interests, and the close coordination between the two militaries. 

 For its part, India would be keen to show that it recognizes that the face-off is in Bhutanese territory, and the rules 

of engagement could be different from those of previous India-China bilateral clashes — at Depsang and Demchok 

in the western sector, for example. 

Conclusion- 

Bhutan’s sovereignty must be maintained as that is the basis for the “exemplary” ties between New Delhi and Thimphu. 

The Indian government has been wise to avoid escalation in the face of China’s aggressive barrage, but that should not 

stop it from communicating its position in more discreet ways. 

 

Q) It is said that the Prime Minister of India’s visit to Israel should build on the partnership 

between the two countries in water management. Examine what lessons should India 

learn from Israel in water management. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

India’s annual per capita availability of water is less than 1,500 cubic meters (cum) and that scenario is likely to worsen. 

Currently, about 78 per cent of fresh water in India is used for agriculture. But Israel has per capita water availability of 

less than 200 cum. It is an extremely water scarce region. Yet, the country exports high-value agri-produce to Europe 
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and many other parts of the world. If India has to learn about augmenting water supplies and using water efficiently, 

there is nothing better than learning from Israel’s experience. 

Israel is known as the land of innovations in water management, be it drip irrigation, recycling of urban wastewater for 

use in agriculture or desalinization of seawater for drinking purposes. 

Lessons for India from Israel in water management- 

Water price reforms- 

 India has about nine million hectares under micro-irrigation. However it is small compared to the overall need of 

micro-irrigation. India can scale this up several times. But it needs to do so quickly. Israel can offer lessons to India 

in this respect. Any scaling up of technologies needs the right policy environment. Water is not a free good. It needs 

to be priced to reflect its scarcity. 

 As per Israel’s water law, all water in the country is common property resource. The government does accounting 

for every drop of water, ensuring good water governance. As a result, in 2013, of the total water available in Israel 

almost 16 per cent came from desalinating seawater and another 22 percent came from recycling wastewater. 

Recycling of water and use of technologies- 

 Interestingly, almost 62 per cent of the irrigation water used in Israel comes from recycled and brackish water, thus 

saving potable water for domestic use. Such recycling endeavours of course with proper treatment that make 

wastewater safe, has relevance in India. 

 India does have the technology for this purpose. In fact, the municipality-owned sewage treatment plants in Surat 

and Nagpur supply treated wastewater to textile factories and thermal power stations, respectively. 

 Desalination technology can benefit India which has a long coastline of about 7,500 km. The Nemmeli desalination 

plant in Tamil Nadu, a source of potable water for people in Chennai, and the Jamnagar desalination plant in 

Gujarat are some of the joint Indo-Israeli initiatives in desalinating sea waters. 

 Adoption of desalination technologies is at a nascent stage in India, owing to the high capital cost involved. The key 

issue for India is who bears the cost of such technologies — the government and/or the beneficiaries? This is an 

issue of public policy that needs to be sorted out. 

Cleaning of rivers- 

 Another area of potential cooperation is cleaning polluted rivers. As per government reports, between 2009 and 

2015, the number of polluted rivers and river stretches in India has almost doubled. Almost 63 per cent of the total 

sewage generated in the country is discharged into water bodies without any treatment resulting in acute river 

pollution. 

 Recently, the Delhi Government has roped in the Israeli firm, Ayala Water and Ecology Limited, to clean up an 

eight km stretch of the Yamuna. Depending upon the success of this venture, the country can scale up the role of 

Israeli firms in cleaning up other rivers. 

Conclusion- 

An integrated approach to solving India’s emerging water crisis, involving government to government, governance to 

business and business to business interactions between Indians and Israeli agencies has much to offer not only to the 

two countries but also to several countries in Africa which are starved of water. 

 

Q) Discuss the nature of and progress made in military-to-military relationship between 

India and Israel. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

India and Israel established full diplomatic relations in 1992 and since then the bilateral relationship between the two 

countries has blossomed at the economic, military, agricultural and political levels. Both countries see themselves as 

isolated democracies threatened by neighbors that train, finance and encourage terrorism, therefore both countries also 

view their cooperative relationship as a strategic imperative. 
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Nature and progress made in military-to-military relationship- 

 Progressive increase in the value and volume of defence trade- 

Israel is India’s fifth-largest source of arms, with imports worth $0.21 billion in 2013-14 and $10 billion (Rs 59,670 

crore) over the past decade. 

 High end technological devises- 

1. India has bought advanced Israeli Phalcon AWACS planes (airborne warning and control systems) which are 

capable of detecting hostile aircraft, cruise missiles and other incoming aerial threat far before ground-based 

radars. 

2. Israel has sold radar and surveillance systems as well as electronic components for military aircraft 

3. India’s imports of unarmed vehicles have almost all been from Israel. Of 176 UAVs purchased from Israel, 108 are 

Searcher UAVs and 68 are Heron UAVs. 

4. Indian Air Force had sought the procurement of SPYDER missile system to counter aerial threats at low altitude 

such as aircraft bombers, UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles), cruise missiles, UCAVs (unmanned combat aerial 

vehicles) and other stand-off weapons. 

5. Israel Aerospace Industries announced has been awarded the largest defense contract in the Israeli defense 

industry’s history of $1.6 billion by the Indian Army for medium-range surface-to-air missiles, advanced air and 

missile defense systems as well as additional long-range surface-to-air missiles and air and missile defense systems 

for Indian aircraft carriers. 

6. The Indian Navy launched a new, Israeli-developed Integrated Under Water Harbour Defence and Surveillance 

System (IUHDSS), in February 2017.  The system will enhance the security of above and below-water vehicles 

operated by the Indian Navy in the Mumbai Naval Harbor.   

 Joint ventures- 

1. India’s Western Naval Command has recently successfully conducted a trial firing of a medium-range surface-to-

air missile from the INS Kochi stealth guided-missile destroyer. The missile, jointly developed by Israel Aerospace 

Industries and India’s Defense Research and Development Organization and manufactured by Hyderabad-based 

Bharat Dynamics Limited. 

2. Israel has also pledged support to the ‘Make in India’ mission in the defence sector. 

3. India and Israel have jointly-developed Barak 8 anti-ship-missile missile, which has been tested successfully by 

Indian Navy. 

4. Indian firm Reliance Defense and Israeli firm Rafael Advanced Defense Systems signed a cooperative agreement 

worth an estimated $10 billion at Defexpo India on March 30, 2016. Per the agreement, Rafael and Reliance will 

cooperatively produce air-to-air missiles, various missile defense systems, and surveilance balloons for the Indian 

military. The undertaking is projected to provide employment for 3,000 Indians at a facility in the Indian state of 

Madhya Pradesh. 

 Counter-terrorism- 

1. Mumbai attack in 2008 paved a way to creation of a joint working group to fight against terrorism. Just after the 

attacks Israel offered India homeland security assistance and counter- terror capabilities, in response to this, 

Maharashtra government also sent a delegation to Israel 

2. Israel has helped India defense itself through training in counterterrorism methods. In November 2011, India’s elit 

Cobra Commando unit bought more than 1,000 units of the Israeli X-95 assualt rifle to use in counterinsurgency 

operation. 

3. India is adopting hi-tech anti-infiltration systems and innovative tactics from Israel to safeguard its western and 

eastern borders. 

4. The two countries also signed an Extradition Treaty and a pact on Transfer of Sentenced Prisoners. 

 Military exercises- 

Pilots from India joined pilots from Israel, the United States, Germany, France, Italy, and Poland in June 2017 for the 

2017 Blue Flag exercise, the largest aerial training exercise to ever take place in Israel.   
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 Intelligence sharing- 

Israeli and Indian government officials signed an intelligence-sharing agreement in July 2014, hoping to fight radical 

Islamic extremism in the region together. 

Conclusion- 

The relationship between India and Israel has overcome many hurdles and stands at critical point at present. India needs 

Israel’s cooperation not only in military, but also in other areas like agriculture, IT start-ups etc. Thus India has to 

cultivate and nurture strong bonding with Israel. 

 

Q) What are the bilateral irritants that are affecting economic ties between India and Iran. 

How should India resolve them? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- India and Iran have always shared deep social, cultural, economic and political connections and 

relations that have enriched both civilizations. The use of the Persian language at the Mughal courts is just one example 

of Iranian cultural influence in north India. 

With the creation of Pakistan in 1947, India and Iran lost the geographical contiguity they had enjoyed for centuries. 

The Cold War saw a period of turbulent relations between the two countries, as the Shah of Iran allied his country with 

the U.S., whereas India preferred to remain non-aligned. However, the end of the Cold War and the death of Supreme 

Leader Ayatollah Khomeini opened a window of opportunity for India to clear away misunderstandings and upgrade its 

relationship with Iran. Islamic ties with Pakistan notwithstanding, Iran began to cultivate a strong relationship with 

India. Bilateral relations also remained extremely cordial during Iran’s years of global chastisement for its nuclear 

program, with the exception of a short period during which India was unable to deal with the dynamic of Iran-U.S. 

divergence. 

Overall, India’s diplomacy with Iran has been rooted in economic interests and buttressed by civilizational links. New 

Delhi’s contemporary cooperation with Tehran is mainly premised on India’s energy security, access to Afghanistan and 

Central Asia, and its enduring rivalry with Islamabad. It is worth emphasizing that India’s interests in Central Asia are 

substantial, and it needs to bolster its presence in the region. New Delhi’s desire to reclaim for India the influence and 

cultural relations it once enjoyed with the countries of Central Asia before the dawn of colonialism can only be reasonably 

realized through Iran. India and Iran also share many similarities: Extra-regional ambitions and a strong sense that they 

pursuing an independent foreign policy are common traits in the diplomatic behaviour of both countries. Moreover, 

Indo-Iran relations have a domestic political dimension as well. India’s large Shia population has been an important 

variable in India’s interaction with Iran. 

Despite this bonhomie, even though the two countries share some common strategic interests, India and Iran differ 

significantly on key foreign, economic and strategic policy issues. Major irritants in relation of India Iran are as follows:- 

 Iran’s continued support for Pakistan and India’s close relations with Iraq during the Iran–Iraq War impeded 

further development of Indo–Iranian ties in past. 

 India had expressed strong opposition against Iran’s nuclear programme and whilst both the nations continue to 

oppose the Taliban, India supports the presence of NATO forces in Afghanistan unlike Iran which also irritate Iran. 

 As regards bilateral relations, the recent decline in economic ties should be of greater concern to the two countries. 

Iran seems to be in no hurry to decide on awarding the contract for gas exploration in its Farzad B offshore field to 

ONGC Videsh. Pending a decision on the contract, India has decided to decrease the volume of Iranian crude oil it 

will be buying this year. There have been reports that Tehran has signed an initial agreement for the gas field with 

Russian giant Gazprom. For India, which stood by Iran during the height of its global isolation, this is certainly 

galling. 

 In infrastructure and investment terms, the slow pace of the Chabahar port project has irked the Iranians and they 

have indicated that despite India developing the project, it won’t be exclusive to the country. Pakistan and China 

might also be invited to get involved. For India, this undercuts the very strategic utility of the port — viewed as 

India’s answer to the Gwadar port that will allow it to circumvent Pakistan and open up a route to landlocked 

Afghanistan. 
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Measures to be taken :- 

 India must follow a de-hyphenating policy in relation with the Arab world’s nation as happenings in one country 

impacts many countries around it. The de-hyphenation policy must be extended in political, economic and foreign 

policy issues of Iran as well. It would help in keeping economic interest intact despite ups and downs in other areas 

of relationship. 

 Enhancing bilateral ties and economic co operation :- The need to increase trade and economic cooperation 

between India and Iran is a strong imerative though the current level of economic engagement does not reflect the 

close relations between the two. India and Iran bilateral trade during 2011-2012 was USD 15,968.03 million as 

compared to 12,887.52 million in 2007-2008. The major portion of this trade is imports of petroleum products by 

India from Iran. Therefore, in order to sustain the level of trade interaction, it is important that Iran imports more 

from India. Agriculture, pharma, medical equipments and aeronautics are some of the identified areas where 

cooperation in future could be enhanced. It is ironical that Iran imports wheat from the US while it can do the same 

from India. 

 Boost infrastructural, regional connectivity activities :- an important initiative was taken by both countries when 

India and Iran signed an agreement to establish a new rail link between Iran and Russia. India offered assistance 

for technical training of personnel, railroad signalling projects as well as the supply of locomotives and spare parts. 

The trilateral agreement between the governments of India, Iran and Afghanistan to develop the Chabahar route 

through Melak, Zaranj and Delaram will also facilitate regional trade and transit and thus contribute to regional 

economic prosperity. Faraj–Bam railway project, Zarang–Delaram road, garland highway, International North 

South transport corridor are some other projects. These efforts must be speeded up and should be taken at new 

heights. 

 Cooperation on regional security issues :-The region is passing through the turbulent phase. There are huge 

political uncertainties particularly in Afghanistan, Syria and some of the West Asian countries. Without Iran’s 

inclusion a durable regional security architecture will not be sustainable. Iran controls the entry and exit to the 

Straits of Hormuz through which vast amount of oil passes. The uninterrupted oil supplies from the Persian Gulf 

remain important for India and the global economy. 

 Enhancing Cultural and People-to-people Contact :-To give further push to the cultural ties and increase people to 

people contact between the two countries, the Indian Cultural Centre was inaugurated in Tehran during the EAM’s 

visit. India did not have a single Culture Centre while Iran had many Culture Centres in India. Therefore, opening 

up of the Centre is significant from a historical and cultural context. To enhance people-to-people contacts, the two 

sides felt the need to liberalise the visa regime. 

Conclusion :- For India, Iran continues to remain important for various reasons: energy security, for countering 

Pakistani Taliban in Afghanistan, for access to trade and transport connectivity with Central Asia and Afghanistan and, 

to some extent, for managing the domestic political dynamics. New Delhi needs to work with Tehran to resolve bilateral 

irritants affecting economic ties. India’s relations with Iran are important and the reformist regime of Hassan Rouhani 

is looking for a wider global engagement. 

 

Q) Recently India and Israel decided to elevate their relationship to a “strategic 

partnership”. What do you understand by strategic partnership? How will it benefit both 

India and Israel? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- A strategic partnership is a long-term interaction between two countries based on political, economic, 

social and historical factors. Such a partnership manifests itself in a variety of relationships. India has signed “strategic 

partnerships” with more than 30 countries. 

India, Israel ink 7 pacts 

India and Israel signed 7 agreements to step-up cooperation in key sectors like space, agriculture and 

water conservation after Prime Minister Narendra Modi held in-depth talks with his Israeli counterpart Benjamin 

Netanyahu 

 MoU signed between Department of Science & Technology and Israel’s National Technological Innovation 

Authority for setting up of $40 million worth India-Israel Industrial R&D & Technical Innovation Fund 
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 Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation, and Israel’s Ministry of National Infrastructure, Energy & Water 

Resources signed a pact on National Campaign for Water Conservation in India 

 The second one was signed between Uttar Pradesh Jal Nigam and the Ministry of National Infrastructure, Energy 

& Water Resources on state water utility reform in India 

 In the farm sector, the two countries have agreed upon India-Israel development cooperation – a three-year work 

programme in agriculture from 2018 to 2020 

 They also agreed for cooperation between the ISRO and the Israel Space Agency (ISA) regarding cooperation in 

atomic clocks 

 Besides, separate MoUs were signed between ISRO and ISA for cooperation in GEO-LEO optical link, and in 

electric propulsion for small satellites 

 

Benefits of strategic partnership :- 

 Bilateral trade :- Bilateral trade between India and Israel grew from $200 million in 1992 to $4.52 billion in 

2014. As of 2014, India is Israel’s tenth-largest trade partner and import source, and seventh-largest export 

source. India’s major exports to Israel include precious stones and metals, organic chemicals, electronic 

equipment, plastics. Israel’s major exports to India include precious stones and metals, electronic equipment, 

fertilisers. 

 Terrorism :- India and Israel live in complex geographies. Both are aware of strategic threats to regional peace 

and stability. India has India, Israel forge ‘strategic partnership’, send strong message on terror suffered first-hand 

the violence and hatred spread by terror. So has Israel. 

 Agriculture and water management:- Israel is among the leading nations in the field of innovation, water and 

agricultural technology. These are also among our priority areas in India’s development. The efficiency of water 

and resource use; water conservation and its purification; productivity increases in agriculture are key areas in 

deepening our bilateral cooperation. The strategic partnership as joint working also helps Israel test its technology 

in a different habitat making its program such as agriculture, water conservation future ready under different 

circumstances. 

 Defence and space technologies:– Israel is leading exporter of arms in the world and India is the biggest 

Importer. Signing of development with transfer of technology will help India. India can leverage other things like 

its space technologies to Israel for its developmental purposes where India enjoys upper hand. 

 Human resource :-Israel will be benefited from large pool of skilled Indian engineers and doctors as Mr. 

Netanyahu’s quoted “Indian talent and Israeli technology equals India-Israel ties for tomorrow.” 

 Funding and Entrepreneurship :- Under such strategic partnership both the countries set up of $40 million 

India-Israel R&D & Technical innovation Fund, which is very much required to push technology, research further. 

Israel embodies a culture of entrepreneurship highlighted by power of innovation, global leadership in R&D 

spending and VC investment. A joint innovation and research and development fund can work wonders. 
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Conclusion :- No doubt there are challenges. India and Israel do not know each other enough. Tourism is not up to 

the mark and academic links are low key. But Israel’s innovative, dynamic, and free economy has so much to contribute 

and share with India and Indians rightly have high regard for the society that has fostered such impressive innovation. 

On other hand Israel is benefiting a lot from Medical technologies and devices could be the next growth areas for 

collaboration. A multi-dimensional partnership needs to be sustained for better future of both countries. 

 

Q) What laws and regulations exist to deal with drunk driving in India? Do you think these 

have been successful in dealing with drunk driving? Examine what is lacking and what 

should be done to plug loopholes. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

According to latest data compiled by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), drunk driving was responsible for 

7,061 that is 1.5% of the 4,64,674 road accidents in India in 2015. While drunk-driving accidents had only a tiny share 

of accidents as a whole, they were the deadliest — there were more fatalities in accidents due to drunk driving than in 

accidents due to other causes. 

Laws and regulations to deal with the drunk driving in India- 

 Currently section 185 in the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 makes driving under the influence of alcohol a criminal 

offense in India. As per the act the guilty person is liable to be punished for the first offense with the imprisonment 

of 6 months and/or the fine of Rs 2000. Second and third offense if committed with the period of three years from 

the first, then the quantum of punishment would increase to imprisonment up to two years and/or fine up to Rs 

3000. 

 Section 337 of IPC punishes, hurting or endangering lives under the influence of alcohol as a deterrent for drunk 

driving. 

 The Supreme Court has also made the existing provisions stricter making accidents and deaths post drunk driving 

come under Section 304 of IPC entailing negligence coupled with intoxication ( State vs Sanjeev Nanda ) 

 Parliament is about the pass the Motor vehicle (amendment) bill 2016 which would increase the fine from existing 

Rs 2000 to Rs 10000. 

Are these laws successful in tackling the drunk driving? And if not what is lacking? 

These laws have largely been unsuccessful in curbing the menace of drunk driving in India for the following reasons- 

 Implementation of the laws has been poor and even police forces lack effective strategies and programs to reduce 

the incidences of drunk and driving. 

 Lack of cooperation from the states- When recently Supreme Court banned the alcohol shops working within the 

220 meters of national and state highways, many state governments changed the some of the state highways into 

district roads thereby literally nullifying the order. 

 Mere suspension of license and levy of fine doesn’t act as a major deterrence for the habitual offenders. 

 There is absence of random and effective checks on the vulnerable sections of the roads on the parts of police, which 

was also highlighted by the Supreme Court appointed Justice K.S Radhakrishnan committee. 

 Police are overburdened and under-equipped-There are not enough number of dedicated squads to conduct checks 

and raids. Further state police forces lack modern equipments like breath analyzer to conduct effective checks. 

 Corruption- Corruption among the police leads to acquittal or discharge of ‘drunk and drive’ offenders without any 

punishment or penalty. 

What needs to be done? 

 Installation of Ignition interlocks- Ignition interlocks installed in cars measure alcohol on the driver’s breath. 

Interlocks keep the car from starting if the driver has a BAC above a certain level, usually 0.02%. They’re used for 

people convicted of drunk driving and are highly effective at preventing repeat offenses while installed. Mandating 

interlocks for all offenders, including first-time offenders, will have the greatest impact. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/06/5-laws-regulations-exist-deal-drunk-driving-india-think-successful-dealing-drunk-driving-examine-lacking-done-plug-l/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/06/5-laws-regulations-exist-deal-drunk-driving-india-think-successful-dealing-drunk-driving-examine-lacking-done-plug-l/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/06/5-laws-regulations-exist-deal-drunk-driving-india-think-successful-dealing-drunk-driving-examine-lacking-done-plug-l/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/one-question-for-the-road-drunk-driving-road-accidents-4737633/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  96 www.insightsias.com  

 Mass media campaigns-Mass media campaigns spread messages about the physical dangers and legal 

consequences of drunk driving. They persuade people not to drink and drive and encourage them to keep other 

drivers from doing so. Campaigns are most effective when supporting other impaired driving prevention strategies. 

 The recent order of Supreme Court on banning the liquor shops close to state and national highways should be 

followed in letter and spirit. 

 There should be dedicated squads for conducting random checks on various sections of the roads to catch the 

offenders. 

 There should cooperation among the neighboring states to implement common strategies and programs to reduce 

the incidences of drunk and driving. 

 A Separate Department of Road safety needs to be setup as the Ministry of road transport and highway is already 

burdened with the development work. 

 Create awareness about the ill consequences of drunk & driving. Offenders should be made aware that they are 

violating the ethical standards of the society by playing with somebody’s life. 

 The imprisonment and fines should be scaled up to deter the first time offenders. 

 Corrupt police must be dealt sternly by the department for letting the offenders without any fine or penalty. 

Conclusion- 

Parliament is about the pass the Motor vehicle (amendment) bill 2016 which would increase the fine from existing Rs 

2000 to Rs 10000. However other measures should also be implemented in consonance with this to effectively reduce 

the menace of drunk and driving. Multi-component interventions combine several programs or policies to prevent drunk 

driving. The key to these comprehensive efforts is community mobilization by involving coalitions or task forces in 

design and implementation. 

 

Q) What is the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC)? What are its important features? 

Discuss its significance today. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC)- 

 The Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) is an arms control treaty that outlaws the production, stockpiling, and 

use of chemical weapons and their precursors. 

 The full name of the treaty is the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and 

Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction and it is administered by the Organisation for the Prohibition 

of Chemical Weapons(OPCW), an intergovernmental organization based in The Hague, Netherlands. 

 The treaty entered into force in 1997. The Chemical Weapons Convention comprehensively prohibits the use, 

development, production, stockpiling and transfer of chemical weapons. Any chemical used for warfare is 

considered a chemical weapon by the Convention. 

 The parties’ main obligation under the convention is to effect this prohibition, as well as the destruction of all 

current chemical weapons. The destruction activities are verified by the OPCW. 

 Till present 192 states have given their consent to be bound by the CWC. Israel has signed but not ratified the 

agreement, while three other UN member states (Egypt, North Korea and South Sudan) have neither signed 

nor acceded to the treaty. 

Important features- 

 Prohibition- 

The Chemical Weapons Convention prohibits: 

1. Developing, producing, acquiring, stockpiling, or retaining chemical weapons. 

2. The direct or indirect transfer of chemical weapons. 

3. Chemical weapons use or military preparation for use. 

4. Assisting, encouraging, or inducing other states to engage in CWC-prohibited activity. 
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5. The use of riot control agents “as a method of warfare.” 

 Declaration Requirements- 

The CWC requires states-parties to declare in writing to the OPCW their chemical weapons stockpiles, chemical weapons 

production facilities (CWPFs), relevant chemical industry facilities, and other weapons-related information. This must 

be done within 30 days of the convention’s entry into force for each member state. 

 Destruction Requirements- 

1. The convention requires states-parties to destroy: 

2. All chemical weapons under their jurisdiction or control. 

3. All chemical weapons production facilities under their jurisdiction or control. 

4. Chemical weapons abandoned on other states’ territories. 

5. Old chemical weapons. 

 On-Site Activity- 

1. The convention establishes three types of on-site activities that aim to generate confidence in states-parties’ CWC 

compliance. These include: 

2. “Routine inspections” of chemical weapons-related facilities and chemical industry facilities to verify the content 

of declarations and to confirm that activities are consistent with CWC obligations. 

3. “Challenge inspections” which can be conducted at any facility or location in states-parties to clarify questions of 

possible noncompliance. (To prevent abuse of this measure, the OPCW’s executive body can vote by a three-

quarters majority to stop a challenge inspection from going forward.) 

4. Investigations of alleged use of chemical weapons. 

 Trade- 

The convention encourages trade among states-parties, calling upon them not to maintain restrictions on one another 

that would hamper the trade of chemical-related items to be used for peaceful purposes. 

 Penalties for Noncompliance- 

1. If states-parties are found to have engaged in prohibited actions that could result in “serious damage” to the 

convention, the OPCW could recommend collective punitive measures to other states-parties. In cases of 

“particular gravity,” the OPCW could bring the issue before the UN Security Council and General Assembly. 

2. States-parties must take measures to address questions raised about their compliance with the CWC. If they do 

not, the OPCW may, inter alia, restrict or suspend their CWC-related rights and privileges (such as voting and trade 

rights). 

Significance in present time- 

 The CWC is the first disarmament agreement negotiated within a multilateral framework that provides for the 

elimination of an entire category of weapons of mass destruction under universally applied international control. 

 Use of chemical weapons is considered as most unethical during the war-fares. Thus OPCW is playing pivotal role 

in destroying the chemical stockpiles across the world and making world better place for living. 

 As of October 2016, about 93% of the world’s declared stockpile of chemical weapons had been destroyed. The 

convention has provisions for systematic evaluation of chemical production facilities, as well as for investigations 

of allegations of use and production of chemical weapons based on intelligence of other state parties. 

 Terrorism has become a big threat and with fully self-funded terrorist organization like ISIS and Al Qaida coming 

up, a close implementation of treaty is necessary otherwise the technology as well as chemical weapons could easily 

fall into terrorists’ hand making entire world vulnerable to attacks by chemical weapons. 

 CWC played key role in destructing the chemical weapons possessed by Syria following the August 2013 Ghouta 

chemical attack. 

 Organizations like OPCW have played a crucial role with regard to monitoring the violations of the provisions of 

the treaty and it has also helped spread the message of global peace. 
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Some concerns- 

 Some chemicals which have been used extensively in warfare but have numerous large-scale industrial uses such 

as phosgene are highly regulated, however certain notable exceptions exist. Chlorine gas is highly toxic, but being 

a pure element and extremely widely used for peaceful purposes, is not officially listed as a chemical weapon. 

 Certain state-powers like North Korea and Egypt continue to regularly manufacture and implement such chemicals 

in combat munitions.  

Conclusion- 

The world has already witnessed a horror created by chemical weapons in world wars. 192 countries have ratified the 

CWC and its one of the great achievement in itself. The international pressure should be built up on remaining countries 

for signing up and ratifying the treaty so that the world gets rid of the threat of chemical weapons forever. 

 

Q) What are the geo-political significance of Malabar exercise that is conducted between 

India – Japan – USA in the Bay of Bengal? Is it time to elevate India-Japan-US triad to 

strategic status? Comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Hindu 

What is Malabar Naval exercise? 

Exercise Malabar is a trilateral naval exercise involving the United States, Japan and India as permanent partners. 

Originally a bilateral exercise between India and the United States, Japan became a permanent partner in 2015. Past 

non-permanent participants are Australia and Singapore. The annual Malabar series began in 1992 and includes diverse 

activities, ranging from fighter combat operations from aircraft carriers through Maritime Interdiction Operations 

Exercises. 

Recent incidence: 21st Edition of Malabar exercise 

 The 2017 Malabar exercise was the 21st edition of the exercise and conducted from 10 to 17 July 2017. This edition 

involved navies from India, USA and Japan. The exercise included a harbor phase at Chennai and a sea phase in 

the Bay of Bengal. 

 This edition focused on Aircraft Carrier operations, Air defense, Anti-submarine warfare (ASW), Surface warfare, 

Visit Board Search and Seizure (VBSS), Search and Rescue (SAR), joint and tactical procedures. There was also 

joint training between the naval special forces of the Indian and US Navies at INS Karna, Visakhapatnam. 

 A total of 16 ships, 2 submarines and 95 aircraft participated in this exercise. It was the first exercise between the 

three countries which involved three aircraft carriers. 

Importance of Malabar Exercise: 

 This exercise gives the strong message about the independent nature of Indian foreign policy and how it can reach 

to strong global players in order to synergise its efforts in sovereign manner. 

 The exercise will feature both ashore and at-sea training. While ashore in Chennai, training has given on subject 

matter on carrier strike group operations, maritime patrol and reconnaissance operations, surface and anti-

submarine warfare, medical operations, damage control, explosive ordnance disposal, helicopter operations, and 

visit, board, search and seizure operations. 

 This exercise imparts the smooth interoperability and cooperative activities among the strong navies of the world. 

 This exercise has resulted into the better maritime security of the sea waters. The very location of this exercise is 

such that, the annual naval activities has reduced the various security concerns. 

 The Malabar exercise is the remarkable platform for the India and other participants to exchange the technology 

and skill in order to adopt the best possible technologies available today. 

The Malabar exercise is another assertion of India’s self-confidence to conduct its foreign policy on its own terms, 

undeterred by the dispositions by other powers. The independent foreign policy is a legacy that India has succeeded in 

carrying on despite the changes in governments as well as policy prescriptions. 
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The Possibility of USA India Japan triad can be analysed as: 

 US-India Strategic Embrace: The massive Malabar naval exercise is the most visible sign of this partnership. As it 

is, the US is now one of the top three arms suppliers to India. 

 Japan’s entry: While India has cast aside Australia’s entreaties, it has had no hesitation in embracing Japan for two 

reasons: first, Japan has been also in an adversarial relationship with China and would be a strategic Asian ally of 

India in the eventuality of any maritime conflict in the region. Secondly, the USA has been pushing the case of 

Japan to build an India-Japan strategic relationship to counter the Chinese designs. 

 Containing China: Though not mentioned specifically from any of the stakeholder, the Malabar exercise is a way to 

contain rising Chinese influence in Indian Ocean through “One Belt One Road initiative”. 

 The triad can establish a peaceful coexistence and sustainable oil extraction from South China sea Region. 

As the involved three countries have good bilateral relations with each other, the possibility of formation of triad cannot 

be nullified. Such a trilateral cooperation in terms of not just military sphere but also in economic sphere holds potential 

to bring prosperity to member countries. 

The formation of India USA Japan triad has to be seen through the other possibilities that may take concrete shape as 

its result. The member countries have their own friends and foes and thus it is not always that simple at International 

level to tilt towards particular group of countries. There are some basic differences between India on one side and Japan 

and USA on other. Such existing contradictions are limiting factors for the development of triad in near future. 

 

Q) Write a critical note on the “Doval doctrine”. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Reference 

Introduction- 

A country’s national security policy is determined by many factors, including external threats, geography, political 

culture, military capabilities, economic needs, elite opinion, popular opinion (in democracies) and its leaders’ 

perceptions of the country’s interests. This conceptual framework manifests itself as foreign policy or national security 

‘doctrine’, which in turn guides leaders in conducting the foreign policy of a country. A national security doctrine helps 

the statesmen identify and prioritize that country’s geopolitical interests. 

What is Doval doctrine? 

“Doval doctrine”—named after National Security Adviser, Ajit Doval—described as an “aggressive, hardline approach” 

that shuts down any discussion of Kashmir in political terms and applies disproportionate coercive power to terrorise 

and subjugate all resistance. 

Doval Doctrine, which pervades the current government policy on Pakistan and China, is marked by three themes – 

1. Irrelevance of morality 

2. Of extremism freed from calculation or calibration 

3. Reliance on military. 

Doval doctrine emerges from the two important lectures he has delivered on national security – Nani Palkhivala 

Memorial Lecture at Shastra University, Tanjore, in February 2014 and Lalit Doshi Memorial Lecture on ‘State Security 

Statecraft and Conflict of Values’ at Mumbai in August 2015. 

Components of Doval doctrine: 

 Doval states that terrorist organizations could be bought with money, weapons and manpower. 

 Paradigm shift should occur with the use of high technology and intelligence-driven covert operations. 

 Emphasis has been given on principle that individual morality should not be imposed on the larger values of the 

state and that the values of the state are above the values of any individual. 

 The Doval Doctrine makes no bones about the use of power and what may be called aggressive defense Vis a Vis 

adversaries. 
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 The Doval doctrine is an adaptation of this world view and its immediate target is the neighborhood, especially 

Pakistan. 

 The message that Doval was sending out that appeasement will not work in order to enhance the national security 

in long duration term. 

The Doval doctrine puts importance to the military capacities in order to have an offensive stance when required. 

Critical analysis: 

 The problem with the Doval doctrine is that it puts a disproportionate pressure on the “leader” to compensate for 

the strategic weaknesses. There is even an apprehension that the “leader-centric” approach may encourage a 

dilution of our national defence assets, assiduously built over the last fifteen years. 

 Doval doctrine tends to induce a kind of a neglecting approach that unthinkingly ignores the traditional tools of 

diplomacy and instruments of statecraft. 

 Global Impression: A willingness to be rude and rough on the global stage may impress the domestic audience or 

the NRI crowd but it does not create a lasting impression in any chancellery. 

 Doval doctrine does not take into consideration the socio economic complexities present in neighboring countries. 

 Human rights issues are intricately woven into diplomacy and national security component of foreign policy. The 

very specific defensive stand as per Doval doctrine does not provide space for the Human rights consideration. 

 The hardline approach which does not considers discussions as the tool of diplomacy cannot bear positive results 

in long duration. 

Conclusion: 

A country like India which had gone through crisis after crisis resulting from militancy, insurgency, terrorist attacks, 

dangers inherent, on the one side, in the unsettled border dispute with a neighbour with hegemonist ambitions on the 

other should practice adhocratic way in managing its security imperatives. 

 

Q) Discuss the significance of Malabar-17 exercise for the Indo-Pacific region. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

The 2017 Malabar exercise was the 21st edition of the exercise and conducted from 10 to 17 July 2017. This edition 

involved navies from India, USA and Japan. The exercise included a harbor phase at Chennai from 10 to 13 July 2017 

and a sea phase from 14 to 17 July 2017 in the Bay of Bengal. 

This edition focused on Aircraft Carrier operations, Air defense, Anti-submarine warfare (ASW), Surface warfare, Visit 

Board Search and Seizure (VBSS), Search and Rescue (SAR), joint and tactical procedures. There was also joint training 

between the naval special forces of the Indian and US Navies at INS Karna, Visakhapatnam. A total of 16 ships, 2 

submarines and 95 aircraft participated in this exercise. It was the first exercise between the three countries which 

involved three aircraft carriers 

Significance of the Malabar-17 for Indo-Pacific region- 

While the Malabar exercise takes place every year – and is, in that sense, a regular naval engagement – the 2017 iteration 

is significant for multiple reasons. 

 The exercise between India-Japan-US comes against the backdrop of a tense face-off with China in Dokalam at the 

trijunction of India, Bhutan and China. There is a sense that New Delhi’s refusal to join the Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI) in May this year upset Beijing, resulting in a Chinese incursion on the eastern border. The Malabar is being 

seen as an opportunity for India to strike a hard-posture in a place where it perceives a strategic advantage vis-a-

vis China — maritime-South Asia.” 

 The trilateral naval drill is being held at a time when the PLA Navy has been increasing its presence in the Indian 

Ocean – Chinese warships have been regularly visiting Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar, even as China’s 

anti-piracy deployments in the Gulf of Aden have grown in scope and strength. Media reports of the presence of a 

Chinese submarine and an intelligence ship in India’s near-seas days before the start of Malabar are being seen as 

a sign of China’s growing confidence in operating in India’s sensitive littorals. 
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 This year’s Malabar exercise focuses on submarine hunting and anti-submarine warfare – a fact that assumes 

importance after recent reports of Chinese submarine being spotted in the Indian Ocean. 

 There is a strengthening China-Pakistan maritime axis in South Asia, with a perceptible rise in Chinese warship 

and submarine deployments off the Makran coast, with the ostensible purpose of securing the China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor. Thus Malabar exercise could be seen as India’s answer to assert its dominance in the Indian 

ocean region. 

 Malabar 2017 is aimed at strengthening mutual confidence and inter-operability as well as sharing of best practices 

between the Indian, Japanese and US Navies. The exercise is a demonstration of the joint commitment of all three 

nations to address common maritime challenges across the spectrum of operations and will go a long way in 

enhancing maritime security in the Indo-Pacific region, for the benefit of the global maritime community.” 

Conclusion- 

Malabar exercise though not aimed specifically against China, it is sure to create skepticism in China due to recent stand-

off with India in Sikkim and USA’s aggressive postures in the South China Sea. However India needs to increase its 

military capacities in the Indo-Pacific region to thwart any threat to its security and sovereignty in the region. 

 

Q) Why is deepening American cooperation in science, technology and innovation more 

important for India? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

US-India military relations derive from a common belief in freedom, democracy, and the rule of law, and seek to advance 

shared security interests. In this wide-ranging partnership, science, technology, and innovation have played an 

especially vital role bringing countries closer together. 

The India USA cooperation in terms of science and related fields: 

 NASA, in collaboration with the Indian Space Research Organization, is working on an ambitious Earth Science 

mission called NISAR, planned for launch in 2021. NISAR will take unprecedented measurements of our planet’s 

most complex processes, such as earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanoes, and landslides; and it will be launched on an 

Indian rocket. 

 The Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), was signed by the two countries on 29 August 2016. 

The LEMOA permits the military of either country to use the others’ bases for re-supplying or carrying out repairs. 

 The India–United States Civil Nuclear Agreement also referred to as the “123 Agreement”, signed on 10 October 

2008 is a bilateral agreement for peaceful nuclear cooperation which governs civil nuclear trade between American 

and Indian firms to participate in each other’s civil nuclear energy sector. 

 The Agricultural Trade relations has three main objectives: agreeing on terms that will allow India to export 

mangoes to the United States, permitting India’s Agricultural and Process Food Products Export Development 

Authority (APEDA) to certify Indian products to the standards of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and executing 

regulation procedures for approving edible wax on fruit. 

 The PACE setter Fund is a joint effort between the U.S. Embassy and the Indian Ministry of New and Renewable 

Energy to fund innovative, small scale renewable energy solutions to bring reliable power to the over 250 million 

Indians who live off-grid. 

 In partnership with USAID, the Millennium Alliance is a public private partnership that leverages Indian creativity 

and expertise to scale locally developed innovations to benefit populations across India and the world 

The relations are important to India because: 

 This will help to adopt global best practices as USA has expertise in many fields of science and technology. 

 Both countries has the long tradition of democracy, thus the exchange of information on dual use technology and 

nuclear cooperation can play vital role in the non-proliferation of nuclear weapon and peaceful use of existing N 

technology. 

 Human resource development through education facilities and exchange of knowledge services between two 

countries will help in long term for science and technology development. 
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 Contemporary digital media is making positive impacts on society, such as strengthening civil society and public 

debate and making governments more responsive to the needs of their citizens. This internet freedom is a central 

tenet of U.S. foreign policy and thus equally inspiring for Indian society. 

 The future belongs to renewable energy and sustainable development. India USA relations hold all possible 

potential for partnership in the area of Sustainable development. 

 Public private partnership between India and USA is the key area which is yet to be explored. 

Conclusion: 

Key recent developments include the rapid growth of India’s economy, closer ties between the Indian and American 

industries especially in the Information and communications technology (ICT), engineering and medical sectors, an 

informal pact to manage an increasingly assertive China, robust cooperation on counter-terrorism can create a win win 

situation. 

 

Q) What lessons should India learn and implement from the G20 Africa Partnership 

document that was released during the Leaders’ Declaration of G20 meeting in 2017? 

Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The G20 Summit which concluded in Hamburg, Germany recently comes with an added annexure which is called the 

“G-20 Africa Partnership”. The G-20 club includes only one African nation, South Africa. The partnership supports 

private investment, sustainable infrastructure and employment opportunities in African nations. 

The lessons India needs to learn – 

1. Historical attitude towards Africa:  

 The recent statement given by French President towards Africans on their human development, democracy and 

African women reflects West’s belief in the superiority of its civilization. 

 India must take note of this and strengthen its social, cultural and trade ties with Africa. 

 India can also pick up Indian Technical and Economic Co-operation (ITEC) programme to provide for capacity 

building of the officials from such low income countries. 

2. Promoting Asia Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC): 

 While most of the G20 members are racing to become a nerve-Centre in Africa, India can activate Asia-Africa 

Growth Corridor(AAGC), its joint initiative with Japan, through the G20 compact and lay emphasis on 

infrastructure development, investment and capacity building in the region. 

3. Support for Private Investment and trade: 

 Due to the poor infrastructure, intra-Africa trade accounts for only 14% of the total African trade. The problem lies 

with the lack of a trade facilitation culture and customs resulting in hindered movement of cargo. Indian banks can 

come into picture here and lay banking and financial sector services in the region to provide investments in road & 

rail infrastructure.  

 The private sector investment has been highly criticized within African nations but it is a clear opportunity for 

Indian banks to regain its relevance in Africa which it has lost over time and compete with Chinese banks who have 

already acquired stakes in the leading banks. 

Conclusion – 

The land that gave India its Mahatma needs an active global, and more active Indian, co-operation to write the 

development story of its citizens and the initiatives like G20 Africa partnership with development first approach can 

truly help it achieve the same. 
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Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, 

Indian diaspora 

Q) How is Donald Trump’s ‘America First’ policy  affecting Indian – Americans living in the 

US? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- America First refers to a foreign policy in the United States that emphasizes American nationalism in 

international relations and that is often described as isolationist. It first gained prominence in the interwar period and 

was advocated by the America First Committee, a non-interventionist pressure group against the American entry 

into World War II. Since 2016, a similarly named foreign policy that emphasizes similar objectives has been pursued by 

the administration of U.S. President Donald Trump. 

Indian diaspora in United States :- 

 In 2006, of the 1,266,264 legal immigrants to the United States, 58,072 were from India. Between 2000 and 2006, 

421,006 Indian immigrants were admitted to the U.S., up from 352,278 during the 1990–1999 period. 

 According to the 2000 U.S. census, the overall growth rate for Indians from 1990 to 2000 was 105.87 percent. The 

average growth rate for the U.S. was 7.6 percent. Most of the Indians in U.S. are from Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, 

Telangana, Maharashtra and Punjab. Indians comprise 16.4 percent of the Asian-American community. 

 In 2000, the Indian-born population in the U.S. was 1.007 million. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, between 

1990 and 2000, the Indian population in the U.S. grew 130% – 10 times the national average of 13%. Indian 

Americans are the third largest Asian American ethnic group, following Chinese Americansand Filipino Americans. 

 A joint Duke University – UC Berkeley study revealed that Indian immigrants have founded more engineering and 

technology companies from 1995 to 2005 than immigrants from the UK, China, Taiwan and Japan combined. A 

1999 study by AnnaLee Saxenian reported that a third of Silicon Valley scientists and engineers were immigrants 

and that Indians are the second largest group of Asian-born engineers (23%) following the Chinese (51%). 

 Her research showed that in 1998, seven percent of high-technology firms in Silicon Valleywere led by Indian CEOs. 

A recent study shows that 23% of Indian business school graduates take a job in United States. 

America First Foreign Policy by White House website:- 

 The Trump Administration is committed to a foreign policy focused on American interests and American national 

security. 

 Peace through strength will be at the center of that foreign policy. This principle will make possible a stable, more 

peaceful world with less conflict and more common ground. 

 Defeating ISIS and other radical Islamic terror groups will be our highest priority. To defeat and destroy these 

groups, we will pursue aggressive joint and coalition military operations when necessary. In addition, the Trump 

Administration will work with international partners to cut off funding for terrorist groups, to expand intelligence 

sharing, and to engage in cyberwarfare to disrupt and disable propaganda and recruiting. 

 Next, we will rebuild the American military. Our Navy has shrunk from more than 500 ships in 1991 to 275 in 2016. 

Our Air Force is roughly one third smaller than in 1991. President Trump is committed to reversing this trend, 

because he knows that our military dominance must be unquestioned. 

 Finally, in pursuing a foreign policy based on American interests, we will embrace diplomacy. The world must know 

that we do not go abroad in search of enemies, that we are always happy when old enemies become friends, and 

when old friends become allies. 

 The world will be more peaceful and more prosperous with a stronger and more respected America. 

Impact of America First policy on Indian Americans :- 

 On the temporary movement of Indian workers to the U.S. under the H-1B programme, the Trump administration 

has been clear that it will end its “misuse”. The business model of Indian IT giants such as Infosys, TCS and Wipro 

is based on their ability to locate a crucial part of their workforce in the U.S. who in turn support the operation of 

jobs carried out in India. In recent years, partly in response to the political resistance to offshoring of services in 

the U.S., these companies have increasingly hired Americans in their local workforce. So a crackdown on H-1B visas 
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may not necessarily affect such companies, which will be able to function by hiring Americans in America to support 

the bulk of the operations that are in India. It will definitely put Indians working in America at lose side. 

 The extreme right, white supremacists have become emboldened under the new administration. America is known 

for its inclusiveness and is a melting pot of diverse civilisations. America first endangers this very notion. This 

affects the security and life of Indians in America too. The recent incidences involving xenophobia and hate crime 

shows that. On November 20, 2016, 41-year-old Nicki Pancholy was attacked in California after her bandana was 

mistaken for a hijab. Just a few months before that, Davinder Singh, 47, was shot dead at his gas station in Newark. 

Both cases had victims who were Indian-Americans and both were hate crimes. February 22 murder of Srinivas 

Kuchibhotla, 32, in a Kansas bar evoked outrage in India 

 President Donald Trump plans to accelerate the deportation of illegal immigrants. There were about 500,000 

“unauthorized immigrants” from India in the United States in 2014 — the most recent year for which data are 

available, according to a Pew Research Center report issued last year. Many had overstayed their visas. 

 It has also impacted the power of Indian diaspora to influence America’s policy towards India compared to pats. 

The recent visit by Prime Minister was held on low profile compare to his previous visit. In the present 

circumstances, any huge demonstration by Indian Americans may be a provocation. There is some anxiety about 

the future of the Indian community. 

Positive impact of America First policy :- 

 Indian companies will be expected to be job generators in the US, Indians should focus on managerial and 

entrepreneurial positions. 

 Visa policy will also encourage skilled Indians in the software industry to acquire greater skills to qualify for limited 

visas. 

 There is remote possibility if such extreme attitude is continued by United States President that some Indian 

residing in America might think of returning back. Such attitude by might lead to a “Brain Gain” situation for India 

if some Indian Americans decided to come back. 

Conclusion :- Indian American community have to adapt themselves to the changing circumstances in United States. 

It will force them to be active in domestic politics in US and demand for their rights, present their worries there more 

objectively. On a positive note policies like America First may require Indian government’s intervention to vent out 

concerns of Indian diaspora but it will also makes the Indian diaspora more united and strong.  

 

Q) July 2017 marks 20 years since the Asian financial crisis. What caused the Asian 

financial crisis? What have Asian countries learned about how countries can safeguard 

their economies from future shocks and deliver sustainable and inclusive growth from this 

crisis? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

The East Asian economic crisis is probably the most important economic event in the region of the past few decades. 

The great debate on causes is whether the blame should be allocated to domestic policies and practices or to the intrinsic 

and volatile nature of the global financial system. 

The reasons of the Asian financial crisis were: 

 The countries concerned carried out a process of financial liberalization, where foreign exchange was made 

convertible with local currency not only for trade and direct investment purposes but also for autonomous capital 

inflows and outflows where inflows and outflows of funds were largely deregulated and permitted. 

 The build-up of short-term debts was becoming alarming. Crisis formed in Thailand, Indonesia and South Korea 

was the sharp and sudden depreciation of their currencies, coupled with the reduction of their foreign reserves in 

anti-speculation attempts. 

 The large inflows of foreign funds, either as loans to the banking system and companies directly, or as equity 

investment in the stock markets, contributed to an asset price boom in property and stock markets in East Asian 

countries. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/17/3-july-2017-marks-20-years-since-asian-financial-crisis-caused-asian-financial-crisis-asian-countries-learned-countries-can-safeguard-economies/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/17/3-july-2017-marks-20-years-since-asian-financial-crisis-caused-asian-financial-crisis-asian-countries-learned-countries-can-safeguard-economies/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/17/3-july-2017-marks-20-years-since-asian-financial-crisis-caused-asian-financial-crisis-asian-countries-learned-countries-can-safeguard-economies/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/17/3-july-2017-marks-20-years-since-asian-financial-crisis-caused-asian-financial-crisis-asian-countries-learned-countries-can-safeguard-economies/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/i4dpLPSub9rosd11Y2ColO/Asia-20-years-after-its-financial-crisis.html


 

www.insightsonindia.com  105 www.insightsias.com  

 The fall in the value of shares pledged as collateral for loans by companies and individuals, and the fall in the values 

of land, buildings and other real estate property. 

 Higher inflation caused by rising import prices resulting from currency depreciation. 

 In that region, the financial crisis has been transformed to a full-blown recession in the real economy of production. 

Around 330 million of its people still live in absolute poverty, and many economies are experiencing rising inequality. 

Further steps are needed to make economies more resilient and ensure sustainable and inclusive growth. 

Lessons learned from crisis are: 

 The export-driven growth strategy of the past can no longer deliver sustainable national growth, with or without 

capital controls. 

 Countries must continue pursuing sound macroeconomic policies. They need adequate fiscal space and 

international reserve buffers against future shocks. 

 The region requires greater revenue from tax reforms and better collection to finance infrastructure and social 

sector needs. 

 Countries need deeper and broader financial systems. Along with the sound banking sectors, they need strong 

capital markets in local currency bonds. 

 Macro- and micro-prudential policies are critical to maintain financial stability. Cross-border capital flows, 

domestic credit growth, and asset price inflation should be monitored closely. 

 Asian countries must address climate change risks through both mitigation and adaptation measures. By using 

smart urban planning, cities should be made more resilient. 

 Human capital development is essential for countries to advance and avoid the middle-income trap. Education 

systems should equip people with the necessary skills and knowledge to adapt to a rapidly evolving technology and 

business environment. 

 Regional cooperation can mitigate risks from globalization. The Asian countries have some good examples of 

economic cooperation such as Asian economic forum. Other countries have a lot to do in order to promote common 

economic cooperation. 

Conclusion: 

It is the time for bold thinking about the institutional and structural changes necessary to create a more democratic and 

domestically centered economy, responsive to popular needs and connected to other economies through negotiated 

trade agreements. 

 

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

Q) Recently, the UN voted into existence the prohibition of nuclear weapons or the Nuclear 

Prohibition Treaty (NPT). Compare and contrast the Nuclear Prohibition Treaty (NPT) with 

the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).(200 Words) 

Livemint 

Nuclear Export Control Regimes 

Nuclear export controls stipulate guidelines on the kind of sensitive materials and technologies that can be transferred 

across borders. The recipient state has to meet certain security standards to be eligible to participate in nuclear trade. 

Proliferation has been opposed by many nations with and without nuclear weapons, the governments of which fear that 

more countries with nuclear weapons may increase the possibility of nuclear warfare (up to and including the so-called 

“counter value” targeting of civilians with nuclear weapons), de-stabilize international or regional relations, or infringe 

upon the national sovereignty of states. 

Nonproliferation treaty (NPT): Details 

 All parties to the treaty affirmed the principle that the benefits of peaceful applications of nuclear technology should 

be available for peaceful purposes to all parties to the treaty, whether nuclear weapon or non-nuclear weapon 

states. 
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 All parties to this treaty are entitled to participate, in the fullest possible extent, in the exchange of scientific 

information and to contribute alone or in co-operation with other states to the further development of the 

application of atomic energy for peaceful purposes. 

 Potential benefits from any peaceful applications of nuclear explosions should be available to non-nuclear weapon 

states which are party to this treaty on a non-discriminatory basis. 

 The declared intention was to achieve, at the earliest possible date, the cessation of the nuclear arms race, urging 

the co-operation of all states in the attainment of this objective 

Criticism of NPT: 

NPT stands criticized by several countries, especially by India, on the following grounds: 

 It was a discriminatory treaty which tried to perpetuate the superior power position of nuclear weapon states vis-

a-vis the non-nuclear nations. 

 It unduly tried to legitimize the power gap between nuclear and non-clear nations. 

 It did not provide for either disarmament or arms control in international relations. 

 It failed to check the N-programmes of France and China which, in violation of the Moscow Partial Test Ban Treaty, 

continued the policy of conducting nuclear tests. 

 NPT was really a political instrument of nuclear weapon states. It divided the states into nuclear haves and have-

nots. 

 NPT was a discriminatory and inadequate Treaty. 

Treaty on nuclear prohibition weapon: 

The recently passed treaty on the prohibition of nuclear weapons or the Nuclear Prohibition Treaty (NPT), as it is being 

popularly called has following points of difference with old nuclear proliferation treaty. 

 The newly signed treaty varies from the old NPT in its very philosophy itself. This treaty considers disarmament as 

a responsibility of all the countries and thus has a better and more efficient way to achieve global disarmament. 

The old treaty mandates to control nuclear arms while the new one has a objective to eliminate the nuclear weapons. 

 This treat makes the nuclear weapon as a liability on the country which holds it. Thus making country obliged to 

do away with it in permanent manner. 

 As per new treaty, the country can join the anti-nuclear bandwagon without gaining any hold on nuclear stockpile. 

The old NPT provides for the disarmament after stockpiling of nuclear arsenal. It has always been tough to disarm 

the nuclear country in genuine manner. Thus this provision will not only stop proliferation but also provide a moral 

platform for the countries to stand at international arena. 

 New treaty does not recognise any state as nuclear state & gives equal chance to everyone to join the treaty. The 

non-recognition has provided an equal status to all countries leaving no space for any discrimination. 

The new NPT has already challenged the very basis of nuclear deterrence and the nuclear order based on the old NPT. 

This is the new dawn towards the path of complete disarmaments which is true in its letter and spirit. Much depends on 

the cooperation and consensus among the stakeholders. 
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