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NOTE: Please remember that following  ‘answers’ are NOT ‘model answers’. They 

are NOT synopsis too if we go by definition of the term. What we are providing is 

content that both meets demand of the question and at the same time gives you 

extra points in the form of background information. 
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General Studies Paper - II 
 

Topic:  Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries 

Q) Compare and contrast how the head of the state is elected in France and India. (200 

Words) 

BBC 

NYT 

Introduction- 

A head of state is the public persona that officially represents the national unity and legitimacy of a sovereign state. 

Depending on the country’s form of government and separation of powers, the head of state may be a purely 

ceremonial figurehead with limited or no executive or concurrently the head of government. 

In countries with parliamentary governments, the head of state is typically a ceremonial figurehead that does not 

actually guide day-to-day government activities and may not be empowered to exercise any kind of secular political 

authority. In countries where the head of state is also the head of government, the head of state serves as both a public 

figurehead and the actual highest-ranking political leader who oversees the executive branch (e.g., the President of the 

United States). 

In India: 

 The President of the Republic of India is the Head of State of India and the Commander-in-chief of the Indian 

Armed Forces. The President is indirectly elected by the people through elected members of both the houses of the 

Parliament of India, the Legislative Assemblies of all the states of India and the Legislative Assembly of the Union 

Territory of Puducherry, as well as, the Legislative Assembly of the National Capital Territory of Delhi and serves 

for a renewable term of five years. 

 The election is held in accordance to the system of Proportional representation by means of the Single transferable 

vote method. The voting takes place by secret ballot system. The manner of election of President is provided by 

Article 55 of the Constitution. Each elector casts a different number of votes. The general principle is that the total 

number of votes cast by Members of Parliament equals the total number of votes cast by State Legislators. Also, 

legislators from larger states cast more votes than those from smaller states. Finally, the number of legislators in a 

state matters; if a state has few legislators, then each legislator has more votes; if a state has many legislators, then 

each legislator has fewer votes. 

In France: 

 Since the Referendum on the Direct Election of the President of the French Republic in 1962, the President has 

been directly elected by universal suffrage; he or she was previously elected by an electoral college. After the 

Referendum on the Reduction of the Mandate of the President of the French Republic, 2000, the length of the term 

was reduced to five years from the previous seven; the first election to a shorter term was held in 2002. 

 French presidential elections are conducted via run-off voting which ensures that the elected President always 

obtains a majority: if no candidate receives a majority of votes in the first round of voting, the two highest-scoring 

candidates arrive at a run-off. After the president is elected, he or she goes through a solemn investiture ceremony 

called a “passation des pouvoirs” (“handing over of powers”) 

 

Q) Myanmar intends to become a federal state. Which model of federalism is well suited 

to Myanmar? Could India’s federalism be a model for Myanmar to emulate? Examine. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Myanmar is to hold the second round of the 21st Panglong Union Peace Conference in its administrative capital, Nay 

Pyi Taw, from May 24 to 28. A major issue at the meet will be the question of federalism. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
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During the government-led Union Peace Dialogue Joint Committee (UPDJC) meeting in Nay Pyi Taw on May 12, the 

committee agreed in principle to grant the seven states and seven regions permission to draft their own constitution on 

the condition that they would not break away from the country. 

The UPDJC, headed by State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, includes representatives from the ethnic armed groups, 

political parties and the government. The Panglong conference is likely to discuss the question of self-determination and 

the drafting of the Constitution by states and regions. 

Models of federalism for Myanmar- 

Opinions on different federal systems such as symmetric federalism, asymmetric federalism, dual federalism, 

cooperative federalism and creative federalism have been discussed by policy makers and scholars. 

 Symmetric federalism could be a major problem since the Bama or Burman majority dominates the seven regions 

plus the union territory of Nay Pyi Taw. Even if the majority Burmans propose such arrangement, the minorities 

may oppose it on the ground of being politically disadvantageous. 

 Asymmetric federalism may be opposed by some minorities who feel that they would be outnumbered. Many within 

the ethnic minorities feel that the majority Bama/Burman/Myanma group should be given only one state in line 

with other ethnic groups to establish genuine federalism. 

 Dual federalism may be acceptable to the federal government, but the states may find it too invasive or intrusive. 

 Cooperative federalism, though an ideal solution for some, is an unlikely arrangement as it could lead to a power 

stalemate between the state and federal governments, making it difficult or even impossible to reach a compromise 

over important pieces of legislation. 

 Creative federalism could be a problem to implement if the two governments are unable to reach a consensus. 

 Due to the scattered population of several ethnic groups, the other concept widely discussed is a non-territorial 

federalism. In other words, self-determination should not be confined to a well-defined territory. 

The non-territorial federal structure could be a possible solution, well suited to the demands of some ethnic groups. On 

the other hand, it could also be a source of conflict between different ethnic groups and even constrain relations between 

the state and regional governments which have a mixed population. 

The ethnic minorities envision a federalism which is based on an equality of rights for all ethnic groups and a guarantee 

of a certain degree of autonomy over their people, territories and resources. 

Could Myanmar follow Indian model of federalism? 

Myanmar too is ethnically, religiously and linguistically diverse country and thus needs to maintain its diversity through 

constitutional provisions. 

 Indian model of federalism can surely be one of the model that Myanmar can follow in its spirit. The existence of 

the states in India is not dependent on the Central government but they have independent constitutional existence. 

Further India has went on to form three tier structure of government with the help of 73rd and 74th constitutional 

amendment. 

 This could suit the needs of Myanmar which could ensure provinces and even local governments do not remain at 

the mercy of Central government and have independent existence. 

 Further Myanmar can ensure representation of all states at Central level through ‘Council of States’ which could 

ensure that Central government do not encroach upon the subjects under the purview of the states. Myanmar could 

on to give equal representation to states in ‘Council of State’ unlike India to preserve the integrity of all regions. 

 It is a positive development that the government has allowed not only the use and discussion of federalism but also 

the drafting of a Constitution by individual states and regions. Thus federal units of Myanmar could have more 

power vis-à-vis their Indian counterparts. 

 In Indian condition, governor has been given wide powers to have Union’s control over States which also violates 

the true spirit of federalism. Myanmar could reduce such discretion of Union government through appropriate 

constitutional provisions. 

Although Indian model of federalism is more tilted in favor of Central government, Myanmar could follow it in its spirit 

to maintain the diversity of all regions and at the same time preserve the integrity of the Nation. 
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Topic:  Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure 

Q) “The proposed ban on the sale and purchase of cattle for slaughter at agricultural 

markets violates fundamental rights of food and livelihood, and the spirit of federalism.” 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- The government of India has sought to effectively prohibit cattle slaughter across the country through 

rules made under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960. Though the rules do not explicitly ban slaughter, they 

ban the sale and purchase of cattle for slaughter at agricultural markets and therefore, in effect, are attempting to put 

an end to all kinds of cattle slaughter across the country. It is a constitutional misadventure on multiple grounds 

involving fundamental rights, separation of powers and federalism. 

It was the Indian Parliament that enacted The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 (the Act) and that legislation 

empowers the Government of India (as the executive) to make rules to implement the Act.  

The Act through section 11 criminalises cruel treatment of animals by listing a wide range of activities and then, in sub-

clause (3)(e) of that very provision, declares that killing an animal for food will not be an offence unless it is 

“accompanied by the infliction of unnecessary pain or suffering”. 

Also, Animal welfare board of India was constituted to advise the regulation of building and maintenance of slaughter 

houses. 

Also, art 19 guarantees freedom of trade or business, but, the current amendment of cruelty to animals rules effects this 

freedom and also freedom of food and even the spirit of federalism: 

 It is being determined that cutting the animal for food is cruelty to animals, but, in the legislation only cattle has 

been included, not other animals such as chicken. 

 Human beings including indians have eaten animal meat for survival since the days of discovery of fire, and animals 

eating has become choice and lifestyle thing. Plus, animal meat has got its own nutritional value. 

 All animals in this world get food by eating other living beings, except plants. If eating a living being is wrong, then 

only plants will be able to survive in the world. Humans have/had to eat meat due to historical reasons of survival 

and we should focus of promoting equality and securing rights of humans. For animals, not harming them 

unnecessarily is good enough, but, for sustainable use, they can be cut down. 

So, we can clearly see that this legislation is an assault on the right to food and occupation. Also, beef eating, camel 

eating etc are part of culture of states like Kerala. And cattle is a state subject. So, making rules on cattle and their use is 

solely the rights of state and doing this legislation is against the spirit of federalism, and hence should be avoided. Also, 

there is no compulsion or necessity for such laws and hence unnecessarily conflicts should not be invited. 

 

Topic: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary  

Q) It is argued that the challenge to Section 139 AA of the Income Tax Act, otherwise 

known as the Aadhaar/Pan challenge, is an immensely consequential case for the 

credibility of the Supreme Court. Discuss why. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- Section 139AA of the Income-tax Act, 1961 as introduced by the Finance Act, 2017 provides for 

mandatory quoting of Aadhaar / Enrolment ID of Aadhaar application form, for filing of return of income and for making 

an application for allotment of Permanent Account Number with effect from 1st July, 2017.  

It is clarified that such mandatory quoting of Aadhaar or Enrolment ID shall apply only to a person who is eligible to 

obtain Aadhaar number. As per the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) 

Act, 2016, only a resident individual is entitled to obtain Aadhaar. Resident as per the said Act means an individual who 

has resided in India for a period or periods amounting in all to one hundred and eighty-two days or more in the twelve 

months immediately preceding the date of application for enrolment. Accordingly, the requirement to quote Aadhaar as 

per section 139AA of the Income-tax Act shall not apply to an individual who is not a resident as per the Aadhaar Act, 

2016.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Challenge to 139AA and immense consequentiality for credibility of Supreme Court :- 

 Guardian of constitution :- Bicameralism considered as the part of the basic structure which make the Lok Sabha 

and Rajya Sabha position unalterable. Aadhar bill passed through the Money will which is challenged by the many 

MPs in supreme court. Improper route of the money bill curtail the powers of Rajya Sabha. 

 Guardian of the FR of the Citizen :- Aadhar Act itself said that it is voluntary and now the government in the court 

said that it is mandatory. Aadhar act provision linked to the bio metrics is subjected to the right of privacy issue 

which is pending in the supreme court. 

 The court has created a credibility crisis for itself. Its mendacious evasions on the issue of privacy rights emanating 

from Aadhaar have eroded its credibility. In a context where the Supreme Court has found time to take over entire 

private bodies like the BCCI and run them, the idea that it did not have time to conduct hearings since October 

2015 on an issue of such vital importance is frankly scandalous. 

 The court has come under a lot of criticism that the sophistication of its “policy jurisprudence” falls short of the 

requirements of a modern economy and regulatory state. Some of this criticism may be exaggerated. But there is 

reason to think that the court’s understanding of complex economic and regulatory issues needs to evolve. 

 

Q) It is argued that the challenge to Section 139 AA of the Income Tax Act, otherwise 

known as the Aadhaar/Pan challenge, is an immensely consequential case for the 

credibility of the Supreme Court. Discuss why. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

The Aadhar-Pan challenge case will have huge ramifications for the institutional credibility of the Supreme Court. It will 

also be a test case for whether the checks and balances of our constitutional scheme stand, or whether they will get blown 

away at the slightest whiff of executive power. 

Why the Aadhar-Pan is an immensely consequential case for the credibility of SC? 

 The court has created a credibility crisis for itself. Its mendacious evasions on the issue of privacy rights emanating 

from Aadhaar have eroded its credibility. In a context where the Supreme Court has found time to take over entire 

private bodies like the BCCI and run them, the idea that it did not have time to conduct hearings since October 

2015 on an issue of such vital importance is simply dishonorable. That delay tied the petitioners’ hand even in the 

case at hand, where they could not invoke the privacy-based argument. 

 The state has taken an aggressively anti-rights stand, one that goes way beyond what even any moderate case for 

well-defined uses of Aadhaar would warrant. The idea that there is no right to privacy, or that we have no absolute 

right over our bodies is, in the form in which the state deploys them, chilling. 

The state is blithely acting as if no rights were at stake. By refusing to clarify the nature and scope of these rights, the 

court is abetting the state’s presumptuousness. This anti-rights aggression by the state, its short shrift to protections, is 

actually weakening trust in the state. 

 The delay in sorting out matters relating to Aadhaar has given the executive carte blanche to go ahead and change 

the facts on the ground to the point where the people might be just handed a fait accompli. Governance by fait 

accompli is neither just, nor legitimate. 

The Supreme Court’s own authority and orders are being subverted in the notifications for the use of Aadhaar; the 

amendment to the IT Act is a backdoor means of getting what the Aadhaar Act does not seem to provide. The Supreme 

Court needs to decide whether their orders are to be followed or not. 

 Aadhaar has been enacted is the disregard for all institutional proprieties. For a long time, it operated without 

governing legislation. Then, the legislation came in the form of a money bill that has, in effect, nullified every 

principle of parliamentary accountability. It has also set a dangerous precedent which is now being deployed with 

impunity in legislation. 

Historically, the courts have created legitimacy for themselves, not by meddling in policy and governance or populist 

grandstanding, but by making sure that the institutional forms of a democracy are respected. The courts’ increasingly 

monumental silence on these issues is mystifying. 
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 The court has come under a lot of criticism that the sophistication of its “policy jurisprudence” falls short of the 

requirements of a modern economy and regulatory state. We are now entering a world of unprecedented 

technological advances. These will also have a far-reaching impact on the nature of surveillance, the threats we 

face, our deepest sense of self, and our moral vocabulary. 

The Aadhaar-related cases are the most significant test of whether our jurisprudence is fit for an age of technology, 

whether it has the care, sophistication and nuance to measure up to the challenges of our era. These cases give the 

Supreme Court an opportunity to establish itself as an intellectual leader in this area. 

 Finally, one of the court’s functions is the articulation of a constitutional morality that cuts through moral cant. In 

the absence of that constitutional leadership, the vacuum is filled by all kinds of specious arguments. 

Two arguments are particularly troubling. One is the implicit contrast being set up in the Aadhaar debate between the 

rights of the poor and the rights of the rich: Aadhaar for poor service delivery recipients, not for the privileged. The rich 

and poor are differently situated. But the core issues are similar: Aadhaar was supposed to be an enabler, not a means 

of denying rights. What is the redress where the poor are being denied rights? The accountability of the authentication 

process affects everybody. This case should be about common rights as citizens, not about different classes of people.  

The second is the culturalist cant going around: “Privacy is not an Indian idea”, or that foreign and comparative law is 

not applicable for this reason. 

 

Topic: Judiciary functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of 

these 

Q) “The Supreme Court’s use of its vast powers under the Article 142 has done tremendous 

good to many deprived sections. However, it is time to institute checks and 

balances.”  Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- In the early years of the evolution of Article 142, the general public and the lawyers both lauded the 

Supreme Court for its efforts to bring complete justice to various deprived sections of society or to protect the 

environment. 

ART 142 

Enforcement of decrees and orders of Supreme Court and unless as to discovery, etc ( 1 ) The Supreme Court in the 

exercise of its jurisdiction may pass such decree or make such order as is necessary for doing complete justice in 

any cause or matter pending before it, and any decree so passed or orders so made shall be enforceable throughout 

the territory of India in such manner as may be prescribed by or under any law made by Parliament and, until 

provision in that behalf is so made, in such manner as the President may by order prescribe 

 Subject to the provisions of any law made in this behalf by Parliament, the Supreme Court shall, as respects the whole 

of the territory of India, have all and every power to make any order for the purpose of securing the attendance of any 

person, the discovery or production of any documents, or the investigation or punishment of any contempt of itself 

Constitution authorised judiciary for use of its vast power under article 142, which states enforcement of orders by the 

apex court. But when orders and judgements of supreme court override the other two organs of the govt. then it turns 

out as Judicial activism and Judicial overreach. 

Favourable judicial activism : 

 Ban on alcohol sale near national and state highways as it will curb alcohol intoxication as per DPSPs and reduce 

road accidents due to drink and drive cases. 

 Respect of national anthem by enforcing an order for cinemas. 

Judicial overreach : 

 Purpose of legislative is to make laws and judiciary shall interpret those laws. However ban on alcohol sale by Apex 

Court near highways (500 mt) can affect the business of common civilians as well as fundamental right of 

individuals. Drink and drive is not sole reason for accidents. 

 Recent example of judiciary overreach is interference of SC in Bihar alcohol ban vs High court hearings. 

 Iron ore mining has been banned in Karnataka and Goa by Apex court is against livelihood of common people. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/05/18/2-supreme-courts-use-vast-powers-article-142-done-tremendous-good-many-deprived-sections-however-time-institute-checks-balances-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/05/18/2-supreme-courts-use-vast-powers-article-142-done-tremendous-good-many-deprived-sections-however-time-institute-checks-balances-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/05/18/2-supreme-courts-use-vast-powers-article-142-done-tremendous-good-many-deprived-sections-however-time-institute-checks-balances-discuss/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/article-142-and-the-need-for-judicial-restraint/article18476737.ece


 

www.insightsonindia.com  12 www.insightsias.com  

 Interference in water tribunal judgements. Example of krishna water tribunal. 

Conclusion :- The time has come for the Supreme Court to introspect on whether the use of Article 142 as an 

independent source of power should be regulated by strict guidelines so that, in the words of Justice Benjamin Cardozo, 

the judge “is not a knight-errant roaming at will in pursuit of his own ideal…” 

 

Q) Critically analyse the nature of judiciary’s approach to the death penalty in India. (200 

Words) 

EPW 

Even as death sentences are being imposed in a variety of murder cases ostensibly in tune with ”society’s cry for justice”, 

there has been a spate of verdicts from the Supreme Court admitting that the administration of the ”rarest of rare” 

doctrine is riddled with ”chaos”, ”subjectivity” and ”arbitrariness”. 

These conflicting judicial trends have risen from a provision introduced in 1973, Section 354(3) of the Criminal 

Procedure Code (CrPC), stipulating that a judgment shall state ”the reasons for the sentence awarded and, in the case of 

sentence of death, the special reasons for such sentence”. It was while interpreting those ”special reasons” required for 

invoking the discretion of death penalty that the Supreme Court formulated the ”rarest of rare” doctrine in 1980 in the 

Bachan Singh case. 

Under this doctrine, the court could take recourse to death penalty only in the rarest of rare situation when the 

alternative option of life sentence, after drawing up a balance sheet of ”mitigating and aggravating factors”, is 

”unquestionably foreclosed”. In the Mattoo case, the Supreme Court spared Santosh Kumar Singh from going to the 

gallows on the basis of its conclusion that mitigating factors outweighed aggravating factors. 

Given the inherent subjectivity in the weight accorded to each of those factors, murmurs of self-doubt from the Supreme 

Court have grown louder in recent years as a reaction to an increasingly blood-thirsty public opinion, reflected by a 

hyper ventilating media. 

The first such judicial signal came in 2006 in the Aloke Nath Dutt case in which Justice S B Sinha of the Supreme Court, 

after examining its record in capital punishment cases over two decades, made the extraordinary gesture of admitting 

its failure to ”evolve a uniform sentencing policy”. Sinha cited a plethora of examples to show how similarly situated 

convicts were awarded either death or life without any justification for the difference in the outcome. 

In an even more candid observation made in 2008 in the Swamy Shraddananda case, Justice Aftab Alam of the Supreme 

Court said that ”the question of death penalty is not free from the subjective element and the confirmation of death 

sentence or its commutation by this court depends a good deal on the personal predilection of the judges constituting 

the bench”. 

This paved the way for the landmark judgment in 2009 in the Santosh Bariyar case in which Justice Sinha went to the 

extent of admitting the undue influence of public opinion in awarding death. Besides citing the examples of the 

Bhagalpur blinding case and the attacks on Kasab’s right to trial in 26/11 case, the Bariyar verdict pointed to ”the danger 

of capital sentencing becoming a spectacle in the media”. 

In 2016, National Law University released its Death Penalty Research Project consisting of interviews with death row 

convicts. It found a disproportionate percentage of the convicts (80%) were poor, backward castes or from the 

minorities. Clearly, their inability to negotiate the justice system—some did not even know the name of the lawyer 

representing them—explains this skewed statistic. While releasing the report, Supreme Court judge, Justice Madan B 

Lokur observed, “I don’t think we have a jurisprudence philosophy on imposing death penalty whether it is a deterrent, 

reformation or retribution.” 

Conclusion- 

While we would argue that there is no place for the death penalty in a civilised society, until it is abolished, its use needs 

to be governed by consistent criteria. 
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Q) In the light of Justice Karnan episode, critically comment on the problems with judicial 

appointment and accountability in India. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- The recent episode of Justice Karnan has highlighted the loopholes in judicial appointment and 

accountability. 

Problems with judicial appointments: 

 The process of judicial appointments is opaque and lacks transparency. 

 Charges have been levelled against at times of nepotism and favouritism. 

 Attempt to reform the process has been met resistance by judiciary citing the basic structure doctrine which calls 

for independence of judiciary. 

 Indian judiciary has good track record of delivering justice and judicial review and activism has helped to safe guard 

the rights of the citizens, protect the environment, curb corruption among others. However their is requirement to 

reform the procedure of appointments to higher judiciary internally if interference of executive or legislature is not 

welcomed. 

Issue of judicial accountability: 

 Independence of judiciary limits any external scrutiny of the functioning and accountability of the judiciary. 

Hence the pace of justice and quality of justice is monitored only by itself internally. Judiciary is not accountable 

either to legislature or people though its decisions have wide impact on several aspects of life.  

 There is demand to fix judicial accountability to fix the responsibility of the judges. The need is again to develop 

internal mechanisms to improve accountability. 

Separation of powers has been the hallmark of democracy to which vibrant democracy of India too has adhered. It is 

necessary so that the three pillars i.e. legislature, executive and judiciary act independently without fear or favour. 

However it becomes important that the each pillar and in present case judiciary practice self restrain and constantly 

reform itself to better serve the democracy and increase legitimacy of itself also as an institution. 

 

Topic: Appointment to various Constitutional post 

Q) How is High Court judge selected and appointed? In the light of recent C S Karnan 

issue, experts have argued that due care should be taken while appointing judges to High 

Courts. Do you agree? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- The usual contractor-engineer-politician troika was always in command of highway projects since the 

very inception of the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI). It bloomed when the construction of the Golden 

Quadrilateral commenced in 2000. While this initiative drew much applause in the initial years, it was soon overtaken 

by delays, cost over-runs and gold-plating as the contractual framework remained archaic and PWD-style. However, the 

damage was comparatively limited as the programme was confined to budgetary resources of the central government. 

For the efficient execution of any infrastructural project, the three people who play the most significant role include the 

contractor, the engineer and the politician. For a project not to be categorised as an NPA, the integrity of all three must 

be upright. The role all three play has been discussed: 

 Contractor: Since S/he makes the BOQ (Bill Of Quantities), there are chances of him/her being indifferent towards 

it by using inferior materials to maximize his/her own profit. 

 Engineer: The engineer is responsible for the efficient implementation of the programme and most often s/he is 

well versed with the market rates of all the raw material being used. S/he should ensure that the contractor uses 

the right material at the right price in the rights amount of time. 

 Politician: S/he is responsible for financing the project and has to ensure that sufficient timely funds are directed 

only to the project and no one else. 

Hence, all three play a significant role in maintaining the profits to be expected from the project. 
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Other reasons for failure/delay of Highway projects: 

There are 46 projects which have been identified by NHAI as languishing with a total length of these projects is 4,860 

km. covering a total project cost of Rs 51,338 crore. Out of 46, issues have been resolved in 27 cases whereas issues on 

19 projects are yet to be sorted out. 

 Lack of equity with the concessionaire: In several sections (e.g. Motihari-Raxaul section, Rohtak-Jind 

section, Gurgaon-Kotputli-Jaipur section, Haridwar-Dehradun section), the lack of equity with the concessionaires 

has delayed the projects much beyond the scheduled completion date. In some projects, this has also resulted in 

the bankers not disbursing even the loan sanctioned at financial close. 

 Diversion of funds: In few cases the physical progress of work is not commensurate with the financial progress. 

These are likely cases where the funds may not have been utilised towards the projects and concessionaires are 

finding it difficult to bring back the funds so diverted. 

 Delays due to reasons not attributable to the concessionaire: The Authority has also defaulted in fulfilling 

its conditions precedent in a number of cases due to land acquisition, environment /forest clearance /utility shifting 

/RoB issues. In cases like Rimoli-Roxy-Rajamunda, delay in forest clearance has turned the project unviable and 

therefore has to be terminated and re-bid. 

 Refusal of banks to accept first charge of NHAI: For any languishing highway project in BOT (toll/annuity) 

mode that has achieved at least 50 per cent physical completion, NHAI will provide financial assistance to complete 

the project subject to first charge on the toll/annuity receivables of these projects. However, the banks have refused 

to accept the first charge of NHAI and therefore no progress in implementation of this policy to complete 

languishing projects is being achieved. 

 High cost of interest during construction (IDC): The cost of construction in case of delay, whether due to 

concessionaire or the Authority, results in increase in the cost of debt which turns the project unviable. In case of 

termination due to delay by concessionaire during the construction period, there, too, is no termination payment. 

 Difficulty in obtaining additional debt in stalled projects: In projects where the concessionaire is already 

faced with delays, there is no possibility of obtaining additional debt to complete the project as the account in many 

cases may have already turned NPA. Overleveraged balance sheet of the developers anticipating high level of 

growth. The economic downturn seen in the last few years has caused revenue realisation at a much lower rate than 

was anticipated. Many developers have taken future obligation which created difficulties in debt servicing. 

 Stress on the existing road infrastructure loan portfolios of FIs: Reduced revenue realisation due to 

economic slowdown affected debt servicing by the concessionaire as the contracted debt servicing obligations could 

not be met with the existing revenue. As the sector got affected, the lenders debt portfolio for roads came to have a 

disproportionally high level of debts. NPAs saddled banks with additional capital adequacy requirements, 

provisioning demands and income recognition restrictions. 

 Long period of revenue collection: The current practice of financing large infrastructure projects based on 

revenue streams spread over 20 to 30 years, but with project debt having tenure of 10 to 15 years, is also 

unsustainable. 

 Debt sanctioned by banks higher than total project cost estimated by NHAI: Because the project debt 

is based on the developer’s cost estimates, which is, on an average, 35 per cent more than the NHAI project cost, 

the lenders are exposed to a higher risk particularly in the event of termination of the concession agreement, 

wherein NHAI guarantees compensation based on its own appraised project cost and not the developer’s estimate. 

 Corporate debt restructuring has been affected in many SPV debt: Concessionaires unable to service 

debt have to propose to the lenders to restructure the debt: While the first restructuring exercise is permitted by 

lenders without any adverse asset classifications, any exercise going forward automatically affects the asset 

classifications in the books of lenders. A second restructuring necessarily requires that the debt be classified as non 

performing. 

 Sector exposure norms of FIs getting exhausted: With the debt obligations mounting on account of debt 

repayment deferment, sector exposure increased, reaching exposure norms for this sector. 

 Higher cost of financing: The lenders who provide major part of financing in the form of debt are concerned 

with the downside risks which influences the project progress and debt serving capability and consequently to 

mitigate the risk of financing have enhanced the cost of lending to the sector. 
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 Bond market for infrastructure financing: The Bond market can provide a viable option for long term 

financing. Under the Infrastructure Debt Fund, Banks have to accept the first charge of Infrastructure Debt Funds 

on termination payment. As projects have been financed at a much higher cost than the NHAI total project cost, 

the debt due may not cover the complete senior debt leading to resistance of banks to first charge of Infrastructure 

Debt Funds. 

 

Topic:  Devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein 

Q) Is creating more districts a good of decentralization? In the light of panchayat’s powers 

to plan and carry out developmental activities, analyse critically. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Administrative decentralization seeks to redistribute authority, responsibility and financial resources for providing 

public services among different levels of government. It is the transfer of responsibility for the planning, financing and 

management of certain public functions from the central government and its agencies to field units of government 

agencies, subordinate units or levels of government, semi-autonomous public authorities or corporations, or area-wide, 

regional or functional authorities. 

Is creating more districts a good of centralization? 

 Creating more districts are intended to provide smooth and effective public services delivery to the people. Often 

other factors like geographical area, population etc are also taken into account. In fact state governments have 

resorted to this technique in quest to improve district administration and public service delivery. However the 

gamble has not paid off as intended by governments. 

 Whenever we talk about decentralised planning, we tend to think of districts — and nothing below. The 

administrative machinery below the district level in usually neglected in the process of decentralization process. 

The result is that we could not exploit the full potential of this machinery. 

 Going back to the 1950s, government development programmes were carried through community development 

blocks (CD blocks), under the overall charge of a BDO (block development officer). Other than the BDO, there is 

the tehsildar/talukdar and the intermediate-level panchayat, variously referred to as the mandal, taluka or block 

panchayat or panchayat samiti below district level. Sure, the BDO, MP and MLAs are members of the panchayat 

samiti. But there isn’t a sense that there is a coherent governance structure at the panchayat samiti level, straddling 

the elected, the executive and land and revenue administration. 

 Decentralised planning is meant to start from below and “below” doesn’t mean the district. Gram panchayats/gram 

sabhas are supposed to have several “planning” functions. The intention is to make planning participatory. But 

unlike the district, and like the block, we don’t have a coherent governance and administrative structure. Unlike 

even the panchayat samiti, there is no direct link between the executive and the elected in the gram panchayat. 

 Even at district level the process of decentralization is fraught with many problems. Once there is a new district, 

barring time-lags, there will also be a new ZP, through the relevant state election commission. Think of various 

entities involved in a district’s development — the district collector/district magistrate/district Commissioner, the 

DRDA, the MP, multiple MLAs and ZPs. Unless they work together, a lot of resources, not just financial, will be 

frittered away. 

 

Q) How will GST impact state revenues? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction :- Goods and Services Tax (GST) is an indirect tax throughout India to replace taxes levied by 

the central and state governments. It was introduced as The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty Second 

Amendment) Act 2017, following the passage of Constitution 122nd Amendment Bill. The GST is governed by GST 

Council and its Chairman is Union Finance Minister of India – Arun Jaitley. Under GST, goods and services will be taxed 

at the following rates, 0%, 5%, 12%, 18%, 28%. There is a special rate of 0.25% on rough precious and semi-precious 

stones and 3% on gold. There will be additional cess on sin goods like cigarettes. 

GST is expected to be applicable from 1 July 2017 
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Features of GST 

 Single tax on supply of goods and services, right from the manufacturer to the consumer 

 It is a destination based tax unlike the present taxation scheme which is origin based 

 It is a value based tax as credits of input taxes paid at each stage will be available in the subsequent stages 

 The final consumer will bear only the GST charged by the last dealer in the supply chain 

 At the central level, following taxes are being subsumed under GST 

1. Central Excise Duty 

2. Additional Excise Duty 

3. Service Tax 

4. Countervailing Duty 

5. Special Additional Duty of Customs 

 At the state level, following taxes are being subsumed under GST 

1. State VAT/Sales Tax 

2. Entertainment Tax 

3. Central Sales Tax 

4. Octroi and Entry Tax 

5. Purchase Tax 

6. Luxury Tax 

7. Taxes on lottery, betting and gambling 

 Administration of GST 

 Since there is a federal structure in India, there are two components of GST – Central GST and State GST 

 Both CGST and SGST will be simultaneously levied across the value chain, both on goods and services 

 The tax will not be levied on exempted goods (alcohol, petroleum and its products) and those transactions 

which are below the prescribed threshold limits 

 Input tax credit of CGST will be available for discharging liablity on CGST itself. Similarly for SGST. Thus no 

cross utilization of credit would be permitted except in case of IGST 

 IGST would come into picture when there is an inter state transfer of goods and services (u/a 269A(1)). IGST 

rate would be roughly equal to the sum of CGST and SGST. Following diagram explains the working of IGST 

 For implementation of GST in the country, Central and State governments have registered Goods and Services 

Tax Network (GSTN) which is a not for profit, non government company to provide shared IT infrastructure 

to central and state government, tax payers and other stakeholders. The tax payments and credit will be done 

through an online network. 

 Taxation on Imports – CVD and SAD on imports to be subsumed under GST. The states where goods are 

imported will gain their share from the IGST paid on imported goods 

Impact on Revenue :- 

 The government expects its tax buoyancy to increase after the goods and services tax (GST) is rolled out  

 The some states in India especially ruled by the opposition parties have been resisting the implementation of GST 

on the grounds of contentious issues discussed earlier. The foremost of that was about the financial independence 

of the states about their constitutionally independent revenue sources. 

 If there is only federal level GST then the states will be financially dependent on the federal government as they 

will have to look for transfers of their own constitutionally allowed revenue. Richer states also fear that the federal 

government can transfer their own rightful revenue to poorer states in the name of equitable distribution. 
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 With the dual system of GST the states will be levying their own GST apart from the central GST and that revenue 

will be deposited directly to their own treasury. So the required independence of the states in the federal structure 

will be maintained. States will have much broader tax base under the GST regime. 

 The federal government is empowered to tax services and goods up to the production stage while state governments 

are empowered for levying sales tax on the goods sold in its territory. All the imported goods also charged with 

custom duty by the federal government while state charges sales tax on them. 

 With GST states will be able to tax not only the goods but the services as well as imports. For this the federal 

government has planned to do the constitutional amendment to allow the states to have power to levy the VAT on 

services as well as allow the federal government to levy tax on the sales. This amendment is also supposed to allow 

the states to levy tax on imports. The broader tax base will be a major plus for states. 

 In Canada GST the objectives of the states were to broaden the tax base, lower tax rates and remove bias against 

exports. GST as mentioned earlier is VAT on goods and services. The VAT under GST will not only be about the 

value addition in goods till the production but it will cover all the services required to take the good to the consumer. 

 So the tax base will be much higher under VAT even if the pure service sector is accounted for separately. This will 

make the tax more progressive and will also improve the adequacy. The Centre and the States would have 

concurrent jurisdiction over the entire value chain and over all the taxpayers on the basis of common tax base for 

goods and services. The taxpayers will have to file returns both with the States and the Centre. Due to this there 

will be good improvement in the tax compliance. This will improve the revenue of the states. 

 It is proposed that GST will have common registration throughout the country and also it will be linked with the 

income tax numbers, so the cross verification of tax compliance can be possible. This will also help in the better tax 

compliance. GST will be a simpler structure and will subsume a number of indirect taxes. This will be much easier 

to administer and possibly with much less resources and manpower. 

 So the efficiency of tax recovery will improve. With less level of paperwork for the taxpayers and only one type of 

tax return, the industry, service sector and trading sector will be happy and will flourish. 

 

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation 

Q) Recently, the NITI Aayog released its Three Year Action Agenda document. Discuss the 

objectives and provisions of this Agenda. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction :- NITI Aayog released its Three Year Action Agenda document, a comprehensive framework for 

proposed policy changes to be implemented in the short term in India. The Agenda is wide-ranging: It covers the 

different sectors of the economy—agriculture, industry and manufacturing—discusses the policies necessary for urban 

and rural transformation and a range of growth-enabling ingredients such as transport, digital connectivity and 

entrepreneurship. 

The objectives of this Agenda :- 

 Mark India’s transformation to cooperative federalism. 

 Reduce the minute involvement in economic planning by the central government while keeping it as a central 

directory authority. 

 And, to give more power to states in identifying, taking action on and developing solutions to important socio-

economic problems. 

Selected Key Action Agenda Items 

Three Year Revenue and Expenditure Framework: 

 A tentative medium-term expenditure framework (MTEF) for the Centre is proposed. Based on forecasts of 

revenue, it proposes sector-wise expenditure allocation for three years. 

 Proposes reduction of the fiscal deficit to 3% of the GDP by 2018-19, and the revenue deficit to 0.9% of the GDP by 

2019-20. 
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 The roadmap consisting of shifting additional revenues towards high priority sectors: health, education, 

agriculture, rural development, defence, railways, roads and other categories of capital expenditure. 

Agriculture: Doubling Farmers’ Incomes by 2022 

 Reform the Agricultural Produce Marketing to ensure that farmers receive remunerative prices. 

 Raise productivity through enhanced irrigation, faster seed replacement and precision agriculture. 

 Shift to high value commodities: horticulture, animal husbandry, fisheries.  

 A separate detailed roadmap issued by Member, Professor Ramesh Chand 

Industry and Services: Job Creation 

 Overarching Action Points 

 Create Coastal Employment Zones to boost exports and generate high-productivity jobs. 

 Enhance labour-market flexibility through reforming key laws 

 Address the high and rising share of Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) in India’s banks through supporting the 

auction of larger assets to private asset reconstruction companies (ARCs), and strengthening the State Bank of 

India-led ARC. 

 Action points for specific sectors 

 Apparel 

 Leather and footwear 

 Electronics 

 Food processing 

 Gems and jewellery 

 Tourism 

 Finance 

 Real estate. 

Urban Development 

 Need to bring down land prices to make housing affordable through increased supply of urban land 

 More flexible conversion rules from one use to another 

 Release of land held by sick units 

 Release of other urban land potentially available 

 More generous Floor Space Index. 

 Reform the Rent Control Act along the lines of Model Tenancy Act; 

 Initiate titles of urban property 

 dormitory housing 

 Address issues related to city transportation infrastructure and waste management. 

Regional strategies 

 Actions targeted aimed at improving development outcomes in the (i) North Eastern Region, (ii) Coastal Areas & 

Islands, (iii) North Himalayan states and (iv) Desert and Drought prone states. 

Transport and Digital Connectivity 

 Strengthen infrastructure in roadways, railways, shipping & ports, inland waterways and civil aviation. 

 Ensure last-mile digital connectivity, particularly for e-governance and financial inclusion, through developing 

infrastructure, simplifying the payments structure and improving literacy. 
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 Facilitate Public-Private Partnerships.by reorienting the role of the India Infrastructure Finance Company Ltd. 

(IIFCL), introducing low cost debt instruments and operationalizing the National Investment Infrastructure Fund 

(NIIF). 

Energy 

 Adopt consumer friendly measures such as provision of electricity to all households by 2022, LPG connection to 

all BPL households, elimination of black carbon by 2022, and extension of the city gas distribution programme to 

100 smart cities. 

 Reduce the cross-subsidy in the power sector to ensure competitive supply of electricity to industry. 

 Reform the coal sector by setting up a regulator, encouraging commercial mining and improving labour 

productivity. 

Science & Technology 

 Create comprehensive database of all government schemes and evaluate them for desirable changes 

 Develop guidelines for PPPs in S&T to improve education and industry-academia linkages for demand-driven 

research 

 Channel S&T to address development challenges such as access to education, improving agricultural productivity 

and wastewater management. 

 Create a “National Science, Technology & Innovation Foundation” to identify and deliberate national issues, 

recommend priority interventions in S&T and prepare frameworks for their implementation 

 Streamline the administration of the patent regime  

Governance 

 Re-calibrate the role of the government by shrinking its involvement in activities that do not serve a public purpose 

and expanding its role in areas that necessarily require public provision 

 Implement the roadmap on closing select loss-making PSEs and strategic disinvestment of 20 identified CPSEs. 

 Expand the government’s role in public health and quality education. 

 Strengthen the civil services through better human resource management, e-governance, addressing anomalies in 

tenures of secretaries and increasing specialization and lateral entry.   

Taxation and Regulation 

 Tackle tax evasion, expand the tax base and simplify the tax system through reforms. For example, consolidate 

existing custom duty rates to a unified rate. 

 Create an institutional mechanism for promoting competition through comprehensive review and reform of 

government regulations across all sectors. 

 Strengthen public procurement 

The Rule of Law 

 Undertake significant judicial system reforms including increased ICT use, structured performance evaluation and 

reduced judicial workload. 

 Legislative, administrative and operational reforms of police are suggested to the states. 

Education and Skill Development 

 Shift the emphasis on the quality of school education paying particular attention to foundational learning 

 Move away from input-based to outcome-based assessments 

 Rank outcomes across jurisdictions 

 Use ICT judiciously to align teaching to the student’s level and pace  

 Revisit the policy of automatic promotion up to eighth grade 

 Create a tiered regulation of universities and college to provide greater autonomy to top universities under the 

current system. 
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 Focus on creating and funding public universities under the World Class Universities program. 

Health 

 Focus on public health through significantly increasing government expenditure on it, establishing a focal point 

and creating a dedicated cadre. 

 Generate and disseminate periodic, district-level data as per uniform protocols. 

 Formulate a model policy on human resources for health, implement a bridge course for nurses/AYUSH 

practitioners in primary care. 

 Reform IMC Act and the acts governing homeopathy and Indian systems of medicine 

 Launch the National Nutrition Mission; develop a comprehensive Nutrition Information System. 

Building an Inclusive Society 

 Enhance the welfare of women, children, youth, minorities, SC, ST, OBCs, differently abled persons and senior 

citizens. 

 Develop a composite gender-based index to reflect the status of women in the country. 

 Introduce skill-based education and extra-curricular activities as a mandatory part of school curricula; design 

innovative conditional cash transfer schemes to encourage girls’ education. 

Environment and Water Resources 

 Adopt sustainable practices and streamline regulatory structures to support high economic growth. 

 Adopt measures to tackle city air pollution 

 Revisit the policy towards felling of trees on private land and transport of trees 

 Promote sustainable use of water resources by improving groundwater management, adopting smart water meters 

for specific industrial units and enhancing the regulatory environment in the sector. 

 

Q) It is argued that Aadhaar might allow India to become a surveillance state. In this light, 

discuss critically the nature of evolution of Aadhaar in recent years. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

The unprecedented and wide control of government over the citizens through the Aadhar is being considered or claimed 

as beginning of surveillance state in India. The history of evolution of Aadhar is considered as the proof of it.   

Nature of evolution of Aadhar in recent years- 

 The beginning was made by announcing that Aadhaar would be a voluntary facility. But by now it has become 

compulsory for every resident to get enrolled by law. 

 One of the early objectives of Aadhar was that the purpose of Aadhaar is to help welfare schemes. The critiques of 

Aadhar have claimed the reversal that government has used welfare schemes to promote Aadhar by creating mass 

dependence on it irrespective of the consequences. 

 Aadhar had also other objective of fighting against the corruption. It was claimed that Aadhar would ensure money 

to the right person. According to its critiques Aadhaar can prevent only some types of corruption, mainly identity 

fraud. If a contractor fleeces the government by over-invoicing, Aadhaar does not help. Nor does it help when a 

dealer gives people less than their due under the public distribution system. 

 The government also claimed that Aadhar had encouraged and enabled people to save. The critiques have claimed 

that these saving figures have no solid base. 

 Government claimed the technology used for Aadhar enabled welfare services is flawless. While it can be true for 

most of the cases, there have been no evidences of 100 percent success. 

 There is an ambiguity about the relation between Aadhaar and citizenship. Aadhaar is for all residents, whether 

they are citizens or not. But then, why has enrolment been stalled in Assam? And why is Aadhaar enrolment in 
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Assam being linked to the National Register of Citizens? Aadhaar deprivation could easily be used there as a weapon 

against illegal migrants, or communities branded as illegal migrants. 

 The confidentiality of the identity information collected at the time of Aadhaar enrolment could be undermined. 

The initial draft of the Aadhaar Act, known as the National Identity Authority of India (NIDAI) Bill, did protect 

that information. But the final version does not. On the contrary, it creates a framework that enables the 

government to share or sell that information, except for the core biometrics, with any “requesting entity”. 

Conclusion- 

All the above arguments of critiques of Aadhar should be answered by government and legislation as important as 

Aadhar should be legitimized in the eyes of public. The Supreme Court should keep close vigil on the misuse of Aadhar 

by government regarding privacy rights and entitlement of welfare schemes. 

 

Q) “Political optics have overpowered economic logic in the framing of the GST structure.” 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

India moved a step closer to a new indirect tax system after the GST Council finalized tax rates in Srinagar. The best way 

to understand the grand federal bargain is to consider it a victory of immediate political concerns over the potential 

economic gains that could have been possible in the future. 

Why and how political optics have overpowered economic logic in the framing of GST structure? 

 The tax rates that have been approved by the finance ministers in the GST Council are clearly a reflection of three 

political economy concerns. 

1. First, the impact of the new tax regime on the prices citizens will pay. 

2. Second, the impact on government budgets through changes in tax collections. 

3. Third, maintaining an element of progressivity on what is essentially a regressive tax, as all indirect taxes are. 

 The overarching goals of the negotiations thus seem to have been to ensure that the inflationary impact is minimal, 

government revenue is protected, and the new tax system explicitly appears to be pro-poor. 

 The problem is that these dominant political economy concerns have led to a complicated tax structure with 

multiple rates, exemptions and even cesses—a far cry from the clean goods and services tax that had been proposed 

initially more than a decade ago.  

 The complicated tax structure that has now been decided in many ways could be a copy of the current tangle of 

excise duties. Consider some examples. There are separate GST rates for roasted coffee and instant coffee. The tax 

rates on restaurants have been decided in a way that would do the interventionist Indian bureaucracy proud. The 

sheer complexity of the GST structure will result in tax disputes, lobbying and corruption in the future. 

 The second problem with a complicated tax structure is that it will lead to distortions. The GST, even in its current 

form, will lead to efficiency gains in the Indian economy—and hence lead to higher growth. But the growth dividend 

is likely to be far lower than what better structure would have delivered. 

 The GST council has taken a static rather than a dynamic view of the transition to GST. On the one hand, a more 

complicated tax structure will actually increase business costs, while on the other, exemptions will mean cascading 

of costs because of the absence of input tax credits. Higher economic growth as well as a bigger tax base would also 

have ensured revenue neutrality despite lower tax rates. The optimality in a tax system should be judged on 

elasticity. 

Way forward- 

Economic reformers will now have to push for a simpler GST structure in the years ahead. There are two ways to do this. 

 First, governments should gradually remove exemptions, on the one hand and equally gradually, bring taxes on 

most goods and services to a standard rate on the other hand. 
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 Second, there is now a strong case to push ahead with the direct tax code so that higher collections of income and 

corporate taxes create fiscal space for a rationalization of indirect taxes. That is easier said than done, because the 

GST council could present classic collective action challenges. 

Nonetheless GST will integrate the Indian market, promote economic efficiency by taxing final consumption rather than 

intermediate goods, encourage voluntary compliance and create a new architecture for cooperative federalism. 

 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health 

Q) What’s the difference between bare metal stents (BMS) and drug-eluting stents (DES)? 

Critically examine how India’s recent decision to cut prices of these stents has affected 

various stakeholders. (200 Words) 

The Hindu  

Introduction :- Stents are medical devices inserted in arteries of person effected with cardio-vascular problem to 

facilitate blood flow 

Difference between BMS and DES: 

 Level of technology: DES are more advanced as they release drugs to check clot formation unlike BMS that merely 

solved the problem of previous clots 

 Price: DES is costly than BMS 

Context: DPCO recently ordered to drastically reduce stent prices sold in India 

Effect on various stakeholders: 

 Public : 

Short term: benefitted as the cost of treatment would be reduced, lower indebt ness and out of pocket expenditure 

and possibility of falling below poverty line 

Long term: possibility of reduced supply, technological improvement in near future 

 Government and economy 

Short term: Strengthen public health, lower procurement costs for hospital, adherence to principles of justice 

long term: lower GDP esp. in quaternary sector that record research and development contribution, negative effect 

on ease of doing business 

 Pharmaceutical industry and shareholders: 

short term: lowered margins, less dividend to shareholder, impact market sentiment of future investors 

long-term: Future product growth would be negatively effected 

 Stock market: negative effect of lowered index values due to government regulation 

Thus, it would have mixed negative and positive impact on all stakeholders. Government shall intervene in such markets 

only in case of extreme circumstance to ensure that viability of the market is balanced with public health 

 

Q) Since a diversified diet that meets all nutritional requirements is difficult to provide, 

fortification of food is relied upon by many countries to prevent malnutrition. How should 

India go about fortification of food? How does fortification address malnutrition problem? 

Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- Food fortification or enrichment is the process of adding micronutrients (essential trace elements and 

vitamins) to food. It may be a purely commercial choice to provide extra nutrients in a food, while other times it is 

a public health policy which aims to reduce the number of people with dietary deficiencies within a population. 
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As defined by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO), fortification refers to “the practice of deliberately increasing the content of an essential micronutrient, 

ie. vitamins and minerals (including trace elements) in a food irrespective of whether the nutrients were originally in 

the food before processing or not, so as to improve the nutritional quality of the food supply and to provide a public 

health benefit with minimal risk to health”, whereas enrichment is defined as “synonymous with fortification and refers 

to the addition of micronutrients to a food which are lost during processing”. 

 

Vitamins and minerals often used in flour and rice fortification and their role in health include: 

 Iron, riboflavin, folic acid, zinc, and vitamin B12 help prevent nutritional Anemia which improves productivity, 

maternal health, and cognitive development. 

 Folic acid (vitamin B9) reduces the risk of neural tube birth defects 

 Zinc helps children develop, strengthens immune systems, and lessens complications from diarrhea. 

 Niacin (vitamin B3) prevents the skin disease known as pellagra. 

 Riboflavin (vitamin B2) helps with metabolism of fats, carbohydrates, and proteins. 

 Thiamin (vitamin B1) prevents the nervous system disease called beriberi. 

 Vitamin B12 maintains functions of the brain and nervous system. 

 Vitamin D helps bodies absorb calcium which improves bone health. 

 Vitamin A deficiency is the leading cause of childhood blindness. It also diminishes an individual’s ability to fight 

infections. Vitamin A can be added to wheat or maize flour, but it is often added to rice, cooking oils, margarine, or 

sugar instead. 

Food fortification offers a number of advantages over other interventions aimed at preventing and controlling MNM. 

These include: 

 If consumed on a regular and frequent basis, fortified foods will maintain body stores of nutrients more efficiently 

and more effectively than will intermittent supplements. Fortified foods are also better at lowering the risk of the 

multiple deficiencies that can result from seasonal deficits in the food supply or a poor quality diet. This is an 

important advantage to growing children who need a sustained supply of micronutrients for growth and 

development, and to women of fertile age who need to enter periods of pregnancy and lactation with adequate 

nutrient stores. Fortification can be an excellent way of increasing the content of vitamins in breast milk and thus 

reducing the need for supplementation in postpartum women and infants. 
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 Fortification generally aims to supply micronutrients in amounts that approximate to those provided by a good, 

well-balanced diet. Consequently, fortified staple foods will contain “natural” or near natural levels of 

micronutrients, which may not necessarily be the case with supplements. 

 Fortification of widely distributed and widely consumed foods has the potential to improve the nutritional status 

of a large proportion of the population, both poor and wealthy. 

 Fortification requires neither changes in existing food patterns – which are notoriously difficult to achieve, 

especially in the short-term – nor individual compliance. 

 In most settings, the delivery system for fortified foods is already in place, generally through the private sector. The 

global tendency towards urbanization means that an ever increasing proportion of the population, including that 

in developing countries is consuming industry-processed, rather than locally-produced, foods. This affords many 

countries the opportunity to develop effective strategies to combat MNM based on the fortification of centrally-

processed dietary staples that once would have reached only a very small proportion of the population. 

 Multiple micronutrient deficiencies often coexist in a population that has a poor diet. It follows that multiple 

micronutrient fortification is frequently desirable. In most cases, it is feasible to fortify foods with several 

micronutrients simultaneously. 

 It is usually possible to add one or several micronutrients without adding substantially to the total cost of the food 

product at the point of manufacture. 

 When properly regulated, fortification carries a minimal risk of chronic toxicity. 

 Fortification is often more cost-effective than other strategies, especially if the technology already exists and if an 

appropriate food distribution system is in place. 

Efforts by FSSAI and other players for fortified food:- 

 Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) released a set of standards and a logo last year. Since then, 

it has focussed on awareness- and consensus-building. Now, a number of enterprises will begin adding premixes 

of micronutrients to launch fortified foods. 

 In the next few months, General Mills India, ITC, Hindustan Unilever and Patanjali will launch wheat flour, Adani 

Wilmar, Marico, Borges India, and Kaleesuwari Refineries are working on oil, LT Foods, DCP Food, and KKR Food 

are launching races, and in salt, other brands will join Tata, which already has a double fortified brand in the 

market. 

 Milk cooperatives in Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, Assam and Maharashtra will fortify their products too. Targeting 

children, the Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh governments have begun using fortified 

oil for their mid-day meal schemes. 

 West Bengal and Andaman and Nicobar Islands are now distributing fortified wheat flour through the public 

distribution system, and the Maharashtra government has started a pilot project. 

 The FSSAI is also working with small local suppliers, for instance local flour grinding mills, to get them to add 

premixed micronutrients. 

Ways to promote fortified food:- 

 Adding set standardized level of micro-nutrients at production level itself. 

 Ensuring availability of fortified food at affordable rate at fair price shops. 

 Marking some specific food processing industries and make fortification mandatory. 

 Availability of fortified and diversified food at mid day meal in schools. 

 Providing fortified food items to lactating mothers at Anganwadi level. 

 Giving incentives like tax rebate to industrial units involved in fortification of food. 

 Robust public distribution system strengthened by JAM trinity can be of great help. 
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Q) What are the components of antiretroviral therapy (ART)? Discuss ART guidelines and 

how should India implement them. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- Antiretroviral therapy (ART) is the combination of several antiretroviral medicines used to slow the 

rate at which HIV makes copies of itself (multiplies) in the body. A combination of three or more antiretroviral medicines 

is more effective than using just one medicine (monotherapy) to treat HIV. 

The use of three or more antiretroviral medicines-sometimes referred to as an anti-HIV “cocktail”-is currently the 

standard treatment for HIV infection. So far, this treatment offers the best chance of preventing HIV from multiplying, 

which allows your immune system to stay healthy. The goal of antiretroviral therapy is to reduce the amount of virus in 

your body (viral load) to a level that can no longer be detected with current blood tests. 
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Antiretroviral medicines that are often used to treat HIV include: 

 Nucleoside/nucleotide reverse transcriptase inhibitors, also called nucleoside analogues, such 

as abacavir, emtricitabine, and tenofovir. These medicines are often combined for best results. 

 Nonnucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors (NNRTIs), such as efavirenz, etravirine, and nevirapine. 

 Protease inhibitors (PIs), such as atazanavir, darunavir, and ritonavir. 

 Entry inhibitors, such as enfuvirtide and maraviroc. 

 Integrase inhibitors, such as dolutegravir and rotogravure. 

How should India implement guidelines:- 

 As per 2015 estimates, India has 2.1 million HIV-positive people, of which only 1.6 million have been diagnosed 

and about a million are on treatment. But over half a million people are not even aware of their HIV status. 

 With the government changing its treatment guidelines, the 0.6 million who have been diagnosed but not been on 

treatment are now eligible for treatment. Of the 0.6 million, about 0.25 million have been enrolled for pre-ART 

care and can be started on treatment almost immediately.  

 Even as efforts are on to expand the 1,600 treatment delivery sites that are currently operational, there should be 

greater focus now on identifying people with HIV. 

 The government has plans to start community-based testing to bring it closer to those in need, and target special 

groups that are more vulnerable to infection such as partners of people who are HIV-positive. 

 Medical facilities: Circulation of changed treatment guidelines to all health centres, Expansion of adequate testing 

and treatment facilities, Availability of the essential drugs at subsidized cost. 

 Target Special groups: Targeting risk prone groups such as sex workers, partners of people with infection and bring 

them into clinical care. 

Additional information:- 

According to National AIDS Control Organization of India, the prevalence of AIDS in India in 2013 was 0.27, which is 

down from 0.41 in 2002. While the National AIDS Control Organisation estimated that 2.39 million people live 

with HIV/AIDS in India in 2008–09, a more recent investigation by the Million Death Study Collaborators in the British 

Medical Journal (2010) estimates the population to be between 1.4–1.6 million people. 

The last decade has seen a 50% decline in the number of new HIV infections. According to more recent National AIDS 

Control Organisation data, India has demonstrated an overall reduction of 57 percent in estimated annual new HIV 

infections (among adult population) from 0.274 million in 2000 to 0.116 million in 2011, and the estimated number of 

people living with HIV was 2.08 million in 2011 

Government policies :- 

Soon after the first cases emerged in 1986, the Government of India established the National AIDS Committee within 

the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. This formed the basis for the current apex Government of India body for 

HIV surveillance, the National AIDS Control Organisation (NACO). The majority of HIV surveillance data collected by 

the NACO is done through annual unlinked anonymous testing of prenatal clinic (or antenatal clinics) and sexually 

transmitted infection clinic attendees. Annual reports of HIV surveillance are freely available on NACO’s website. 

The first National AIDS Control Programme (NACP) was implemented over seven years (1992–1999), focused on 

monitoring HIV infection rates among risk populations in selected urban areas. The second phase ran between 1999 and 

2006 and the original program was expanded at state level, focusing on targeted interventions for high-risk groups and 

preventive interventions among the general population. A National Council on AIDS was formed during this phase, 

consisting of 31 ministries and chaired by the Prime Minister. 

HIV/AIDS was understood not purely as a health issues, but also a development issue and as such it was mainstreamed 

into all ministries and departments. The third stage dramatically increased targeted interventions, aiming to halt and 

reverse the epidemic by integrating programmes for prevention, care, support and treatment. By the end of 2008, 

targeted interventions covered almost 932,000 of those most at risk, or 52% of the target groups (49% of FSWs, 65% of 

IDUs and 66% of MSM). 

In 2009 India established a “National HIV and AIDS Policy and the World of Work”, which sough to end discrimination 

against workers on the basis of their real or perceived HIV status. Under this policy all enterprises in the public, private, 
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formal and informal sectors are encouraged to establish workplace policies and programmes based on the principles of 

non-discrimination, gender equity, health work environment, non-screening for the purpose of employment, 

confidentiality, prevention and care and support. Researchers at the Overseas Development Institute have called for 

greater attention to migrant workers, whose concerns about their immigration status may exclude them from these 

policies and leave them particularly vulnerable. 

No agency is tasked with enforcing non-discrimination policy, instead multi-sectoral approach has been developed 

involving awareness campaigns in the private sector. The AIDS Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan (AIDS Anti-Discrimination 

Movement) had prepared many citizens reports challenging discriminatory policies, and filed a petition in the Delhi 

High Court regarding the proposed segregation of gay men in prisons. A play titled ‘High Fidelity Transmission’ has 

focused on discrimination. the importance of the condom as compared with abstinence and illegal testing of 

vaccines. HIV/AIDS-related television shows and movies have appeared in the past few years, mostly in an effort to 

appeal to the middle class. An important component of these programs has been the depiction of HIV/AIDS affected 

persons interacting with non-infected persons in everyday life. 

 

Q) What do you understand by Advance Care Directives? Discuss its legal status in India. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Wikipedia 

Advanced Care Directives- 

An advance healthcare directive, also known as living will, personal directive, advance directive, medical 

directive or advance decision, is a legal document in which a person specifies what actions should be taken for their 

health if they are no longer able to make decisions for themselves because of illness or incapacity. 

A living will is one form of advance directive, leaving instructions for treatment. Another form is a specific type of power 

of attorney or health care proxy, in which the person authorizes someone (an agent) to make decisions on their behalf 

when they are incapacitated. People are often encouraged to complete both documents to provide comprehensive 

guidance regarding their care, although they may be combined into a single form.  

Legal status in India- 

 There is no clear law about Advance Care Directives in India till date. Further In India, the law is not clear as to 

when a person really dies. Section 46 of the Indian Penal Code defines ‘death’ as the ‘death of a human being’. 

Section 2(b) of the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 does not recognise brain stem deaths. 

 So, hospital authorities continue to sustain the patient till his heart ceases to beat. But the Transplantation of 

Human Organs Act, 1994 says that if a person is willing to donate his organs, his brain stem death is certified and 

recognised. 

 Therefore some petitioners have moved the Supreme Court for the right of a person to plan the course of his own 

treatment or Advance Care Directives, to avoid being subjected to any kind of medical treatment which violates 

both physical and personal dignity during the last moments of life. This also includes the right to choose to not seek 

to receive and obtain any kind of medical treatment. 

 The proposed draft law of Medical Treatment of Terminally Ill Patients (Protection of Patients and Medical 

Practitioners) Bill only addresses the issue of euthanasia and not the right of a person to refuse treatment under 

Article 21 (right to life) of the Constitution. 

 The right to life entails the right to decide one’s future medical care in the advent of a terminal illness. Nobody can 

insist upon [the] patient taking invasive treatment in preference to alternative medication. Equally, it is entirely 

upon a person to decide whether to take any treatment at all. 

 The petitioners argued how the fundamental right to choose one’s medical treatment or even to decide to deny 

oneself any treatment is confused with euthanasia or other forms of attempts to suicide. “It is submitted even if the 

result of not taking treatment is enhanced likelihood of death (for nobody can predict with certainty) it does not 

amount to an attempt to commit suicide if a person who is affected with illness, declines treatment,” the petition 

said. 

 They contended that as long as a person has the capacity to decide, it is the will of the patient and that alone should 

decide treatment, the extent of the treatment, the form of the treatment and also the right to completely refuse any 
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kind of treatment. Equally, a patient has the right to terminate at any point of time treatment which he considers 

unacceptable for any reason. 

Petitioner wanted the Supreme Court to judicially declare a legal framework for Advance Care Directives. A bench led 

by Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar has asked the Ministry of Health to consider their petition. 

 

Q) Discuss the issues arising out of making prescription of generic drugs by doctors 

mandatory in all hospitals across India. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Concept of Generic drugs: 

 A generic drug is a pharmaceutical drug that is equivalent to a brand-name product in dosage, strength, route of 

administration, quality, performance, and intended use. In most cases, generic products become available after the 

patent protections afforded to a drug’s original developer expire. 

 Although they may not be associated with a particular company, generic drugs are usually subject to government 

regulations in the countries where they are dispensed. They are labeled with the name of the manufacturer and a 

generic nonproprietary name. 

Generic drugs in India: 

 The Indian government began encouraging more drug manufacturing by Indian companies in the early 1960s , and 

with the Patents Act in 1970. The Patents Act removed composition patents for foods and drugs, and though it kept 

process patents, these were shortened to a period of five to seven years. 

 The resulting lack of patent protection created a niche in both the Indian and global markets that Indian companies 

filled by reverse-engineering new processes for manufacturing low-cost drugs. The code of ethics issued by the 

Medical Council of India in 2002 calls for physicians to prescribe drugs by their generic names only. 

 Generic medicines in India have received a new impetus with Prime Minister Modi himself advocating the usage 

of these medicines. Doctors will now be required to prescribe generic formulations of medicines, as opposed to 

specific brands. The Prime Minister has announced that prescription of medicines by their generic names will be 

mandatory. 

Benefits of mandatory prescription of Generic drug: 

 This is expected to bring down drug prices and expand access to affordable health solutions. As per the latest 

National Sample Survey Office survey on healthcare, in 2014, medicines emerged as a principal component of total 

health expenses—72% in rural areas and 68% in urban areas. 

 For a country with one of the highest per capita out-of-pocket expenditures on health, even a modest drop in drug 

prices will free hundreds of households from the widespread phenomenon of a medical poverty trap. 

 In addition to the social benefits, the generics-only policy also makes economic sense. By promoting generic drug 

consumption, the government safeguards the health of its generic drug manufacturing industry—one of the largest 

suppliers of low-cost medicines in the world. 

 Low-cost medicines, apart from their attribute as a commercial commodity, have far-reaching implications on 

public health and international human rights. India has unambiguously subscribed to the pro-public health 

argument, and has articulated its position several times at home and in international forums. 

Experiments in states 

 The Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan governments procure generic name medicines at extremely competitive prices year 

after year, and crore of drugs are in use in their public health systems, thanks to the quality assurance systems in 

place. 

 The success of the drug procurement system in these two states should counter the defeatist narrative that insists 

that generic medicines can never be good. This is not to underestimate the challenges in ensuring quality generic 

medicines countrywide, but the critics from the medical profession are doing the poor patient enormous disservice 

by swallowing the disinformation from the pharmaceutical industry about the general lack of bioavailability of 

generics as compared to brands. 
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The issues involved in Generic drugs are: 

 Role of non-governmental agencies: 

Government has comparatively less control over the distribution of drugs and the type of drugs getting prescribed. The 

cooperation and efforts by doctors, retail drug sellers and pharmaceutical industry is very crucial in order to make this 

happen in efficient manner. 

 Implementation: 

Lower awareness and corruption have given rise nexus between Doctors chemists & pharma sector. So, public awareness 

via digital media along surveillance mechanism to curb nexus 

 International pressure: 

Big western pharmaceutical lobbies may back stringent IPR rigme & compulsory licensing. They may blame India to 

breach TRIPS agreement and drag into WTO. But recent UN report has given precedence to human rights over patent 

rights which support India’s move for affordable generic price to improve health care 

 Supply side challenge: 

India is import driven country for active pharmaceutical ingredient and already facing challenge of substandard quality 

of generic drugs. Along with this current move may reduce FDI inflow in pharm sector and slowdown research & 

development in domestic pharma companies. However, India has taken steps like ‘India Pharma & India Medical Device 

2017’ and new IPR policy that offer incentive & ease of doing business in India. India should adopt stricter accreditation 

and inspection rules for generic drugs. 

Government initiative: 

Jan Aushadhi Scheme 

 The Government has launched ‘Jan Aushadhi Scheme’ to make available quality generic medicines at affordable 

prices to all, especially the poor, throughout the country, through outlets known as Jan Aushadhi Stores (JASs). 

 Under the Jan Aushadhi Scheme, the State Governments are required to provide space in Government Hospital 

premises or any other suitable locations for the running of the Jan Aushadhi Stores (JAS). 

 Any NGO/Charitable Society/Institution/Self Help Group with experience of minimum 3 years of successful 

operation in welfare activities, can also open the Jan Aushadhi store outside the hospital premises. In case of Stores 

opened in North Eastern States and other difficult areas i.e., Naxal affected areas/Tribal areas etc., the rate of 

incentive is 15% of monthly sale amount, subject to a ceiling of Rs.15,000/- per month. 

 

Q) Discuss merits and demerits of compulsory prescription of generic medicines. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction :- A generic drug is a pharmaceutical drug that is equivalent to a brand-name product in dosage, 

strength, route of administration, quality, performance, and intended use. The term may also refer to any drug marketed 

under its chemical name without advertising, or to the chemical makeup of a drug rather than the brand name under 

which the drug is sold. 

The concept of generic prescription is widely accepted in various parts of the world. Nevertheless, it has failed to gain 

popularity in India due to factors such as non availability and distrust on the product quality. However, since 2012, the 

Government of West Bengal, India, has initiated exclusive generic drug outlets called “fair price medicine shop” (FPMS) 

inside the government hospital premises in a “public-private-partnership” model. This study was undertaken to evaluate 

the experience and attitude of patients who were consuming generic drugs purchased from these FPMS. 

Recently, the government has asked the doctors to prescribe generic medicines in place of branded drugs. The merits of 

this decisions are many, for instance- 

1. it will bring down drug prices and expand access to affordable health solutions. As per the latest National Sample 

Survey Office survey on healthcare, in 2014, medicines emerged as a principal component of total health expenses—

72% in rural areas and 68% in urban areas. For a country with one of the highest per capita out-of-pocket 

expenditures on health 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/05/08/5-discuss-merits-demerits-compulsory-prescription-generic-medicines/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/05/08/5-discuss-merits-demerits-compulsory-prescription-generic-medicines/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/8xB2gKzKrngvjFlm951DXO/Getting-Narendra-Modis-generic-medicines-policy-right.html


 

www.insightsonindia.com  30 www.insightsias.com  

2. It will free hundreds of households from the phenomena of medical poverty trap. 

3. The nexus between doctors and pharma companies will be disincentivized. 

4. With the promotion of generic drug consumption, the growth engine of indian economy in general and of generic 

industry in particular will keep rolling at high pace. 

However, the compulsory prescription has certain demerits as well. 

1. Generics are found to be of substandard quality in many cases. And hence there are concerns of efficacy of such 

drugs. 

2. No more than 1% of generic drugs sold in India undergo quality tests. There is also a lack of data integrity in generic 

firms which makes inspection and verification of drug quality extremely difficult. 

3. Poor hygiene standards of the manufacturing plant of generics also restricts them from being a good substitute for 

branded medicines. 

4. The process gives a lot of power into the hands of medicine shops and thus compromises patients safety. 

Though the policy perspective should be welcomed, the loopholes need to be plugged as soon as possible. Ensuring the 

correctness of pharmacist, making the patients literate, increasing the number of drug inspectors and ensuring the 

efficacy of Medical Council of India could be few supplementary steps. 

 

Q) Should prisons become a default facility for those with mental illness? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :-  Prisons, an integral part of our criminal justice system, receive little or negligible official attention. 

There is social apathy towards the institution and its inmates. In the social order of public servants, prison officials 

command less recognition than their peers, and this leaves a dent on their self-esteem and morale. 

Under revised United Nations rules, also known as ‘Nelson Mandela Rules’, health care for prisoners is a state 

responsibility; prisoners with mental illness are entitled to the same standards of health care as the rest in the 

community. National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) statistics in 2015 identified a total of 5,203 inmates (1.2% of total 

inmates) as those having mental illness. 

The recently passed Mental Healthcare Bill, 2016, is a welcome sign because it has provisions that aims to protect rights 

of such individuals. However, inmates with mental health-care needs are more vulnerable than others. Adapting to the 

prison environment is challenging. 

Prisons cannot become a default facility for those with mental illness 

 Prisons are not designed for therapeutic care and cannot become a default facility for those with mental illness. 

The stigma and discrimination they experience is excruciating 

 According to the NCRB 1.2% of the prisoners have mental illness and they are being ill treated and discriminated 

and deprived of their right of good health. 

Way forward:- 

 First step is early and proactive detection. Police being the first responders, periodic training on mental health is 

imperative. 

 Equally significant is to train prison staff and reimagine prisons as ‘correctional centres’ in order to bring about 

transformative changes and reduce recidivism. 

 Mental health needs of prison staff are often overlooked and this deserves adequate attention too. 

 It is time to entrench health policy of inmates as an integrated component of the national health policy and ensure 

that they receive the support, care and treatment they are entitled to. 

 Prison health-care services ought not be stymied with budget constraints, and poor staffing and medical facilities. 

 Qualified health professionals — independent of the prison administration — are essential to provide services to 

inmates. 
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Conclusion :- Reviewing our criminal justice system would invariably have to include a transformation of our 

approach from its current punitive form to a rehabilitative and reformative one, which would facilitate social 

reintegration of inmates. In the words of Madiba, “a nation should not be judged by how it treats its highest citizens, but 

its lowest ones”. 

 

Q) It is said that, in India healthcare policy has relied on pharmaceutical and equipment 

advances, but evidence-based policymaking has been absent when it comes to service 

delivery. What is evidence based policymaking? Why is it important? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- The Union cabinet recently approved the National Health Policy, 2017. In a welcome move, the policy 

includes progressive steps towards universal and affordable access to healthcare services for the underprivileged. It does 

this by making provisions for comprehensive primary care via the conversion of 150,000 sub-centres (the first contact 

point between the primary healthcare system and the community) in Indian villages to “Health and Wellness Centres”. 

There is provision for every family to be provided with a health card that will link it to the primary care facility and make 

it eligible to receive a defined package of services anywhere in the country. While this is a positive step, the government 

will require a robust mechanism to implement and monitor the mammoth mission. 

Evidence based policy making :- 

 Evidence-informed policymaking is an approach that aims to integrate the best available scientific evidence into 

the design of public policies. Central and state governments make hundreds of policy decisions, small and big, every 

day that have an impact on millions of lives. 

 But not all of this research finds its way into government policies. This is often because we lack a unifying 

mechanism within government that can synthesize a diverse array of scientific evidence, from India and other 

developing countries, and provide coherent recommendations for policymakers. Also such accommodations of 

evidences into policy is not an easy task. 

 Flagship development programs in India have not been designed or modified based on evidence from evaluations. 

There has been a continuity of some social programs over decades, although governments may have given them 

different names and made a few changes in design. >Swachh Bharat Abhiyan builds on Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan 

(2012), the Total Sanitation Campaign (1999) and the Central Rural Sanitation Program (1986). But politics rather 

than evidence is the key driver for programs getting closed, changed or renamed. 

 Policymakers need to know what works and what doesn’t. There is evidence to show that projects fail largely as 

they are not evidence-based. However, the biggest dilemma that policymakers face is that though there is abundant 

evidence available, there is a lack of consensus about its quality. Some of the evidence is not available in a suitable 

form, but, primarily, policymakers have multiple goals other than research effectiveness to focus on. Policymakers’ 

demands for quick results restrict policymaking processes from being evidence-based. 

 There is absence of “research collaboration” in healthcare delivery. Spending some resources on research will help 

the government deliver benefits in an effective way as well as avoid the often-repeated mistakes of earlier 

mechanisms. With minimal investment, the government will stand to gain from robust evidence. 

Examples:- 

 According to a 2014 report brought out jointly by the World Bank, the Better than Cash Alliance and the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation, over 2.5 billion adults around the world are ‘unbanked’. Evidence shows that just 

opening bank accounts in someone’s name, as the Jan Dhan program is doing, doesn’t work. Many people don’t 

even access the account to take out the initial deposit placed there for them. Jan Dhan’s goal of opening accounts 

for 10 crore poor people is not enough by itself. There are many reasons people don’t use bank accounts: lack of 

trust in financial institutions, distance to the bank, illiteracy and reliance on informal and traditional banking 

sources. In addition to tackling these issues, there may be a need for complementary activities to ensure that the 

poor can benefit from having bank accounts. 

 Synthesized evidence from impact evaluations of water and sanitation program in low and middle-income 

countries shows that building toilets is not enough for improving sanitation. An impact evaluation of the Total 

Sanitation Campaign in Odisha in 2010 showed that demand-oriented program raised latrine use from just six per 

cent to 35 per cent. This seems like a useful increase, but not one that made any difference to people’s health, and 

left 65 per cent still not using the new facility. A more recent 3ie-supported impact evaluation in Odisha also showed 
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a substantial increase in latrine coverage at the village level. But this increase was also insufficient to reduce child 

diarrhea, most likely because the villages in the study were not open defecation-free. It is well established that open 

defecation supports various transmission channels by which children consume faecal matter: direct contact or 

indirectly from pets or other animals, and through flies crawling on both excrement and the food children may eat. 

According to the World Health Organization and UNICEF, diarrhea causes the deaths of more than 7,50,000 

children under the age of five every year. A study published in the Lancet in 2012 reports that in India alone, an 

average of 2, 12,000 children under the age of five die of diarrhea every year. 

Way Forward :- 

 Institutions promoting evidence-informed policymaking at the national level are increasingly gaining traction 

around the world. In 2010, UK Prime Minister David Cameron set up a Behavioural Insights Team, also called the 

“nudge unit”, which later spurred a network of “What Works Centres”, established to improve the way government 

creates, shares and uses high-quality evidence for decision-making. The results have been impressive. The unit’s 

work has led to an increase in tax collection rates by altering the messages of reminder letters, boosted court fine 

payments by sending personalised text reminders and improved the effectiveness of a job counselling programme. 

 In 2013, the White House too set up a Social and Behavioural Sciences Team with an identical mission — to explore 

how social and behavioural insights can be used by federal agencies to design public policies that work better, cost 

less and serve citizens better. This was preceded by a What Works Clearinghouse, set up by the US department of 

education in 2002, to provide a resource centre that could guide informed decision-making in education policies. 

Till date, the centre has reviewed more than 10,500 studies, on topics that range from improving adolescent literacy 

to helping students with learning disabilities. 

 The initiatives of the UK and US governments mirror the larger movement in international development towards 

rigorous impact evaluations as well as greater use of empirical evidence and behavioural insights in designing social 

programmes. This comes from a realisation that despite decades of effort in designing and implementing anti-

poverty programmes, there is little consensus on the most effective strategies for improving the lives of the poor. 

Reflecting this thought, the World Development Report 2015, the flagship report of the World Bank, focuses on 

mind, society and behaviour and makes a strong case for the application of behavioural science in development. 

 Last year, the government of Tamil Nadu entered into a partnership with the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action 

Lab (J-PAL) to institutionalize the use of evidence in policymaking by rigorously evaluating innovative program 

before they are scaled up, strengthening monitoring systems and enhancing the officials’ capacity to generate and 

use data. In perhaps a first for any state government in India, the Tamil Nadu government also set up an Innovation 

Fund, with an annual allocation of Rs 150 crore, through which any government agency can access resources for 

pilot innovation program through a competitive process. There is sustained commitment across the highest levels 

of the government of Tamil Nadu to advance evidence-informed policymaking through these initiatives. In a short 

span of time, five evaluations of promising interventions have been initiated, covering preventative health, school 

education and skill development, with many more in the pipeline. 

Hence Indian policymakers at central level must consider the evidence based policy making as the backbone and must 

therefore take help from global studies and think tanks like NITI Ayog in order to make policy making evidence inclusive. 

 

Q) A study published in The Lancet indicates that India’s TB crisis is set to snowball by 

2040 when one in 10 cases could be drug-resistant — both multidrug-resistant TB (or 

MDR-TB),  and extensively drug-resistant TB (or XDR-TB). What is MDR-TB and XDR-TB? 

In the light of this study, how should India fight TB? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Lancet report highlights- 

 India’s TB crisis is set to snowball by 2040 when one in 10 cases could be drug-resistant — both multidrug-resistant 

TB (or MDR-TB, resistant to more than one of the first-line drugs) and extensively drug-resistant TB (or XDR-TB, 

also resistant to fluoroquinolones and at least one of the second-line injectable drugs). 

 The more alarming is the projection that the increased number of drug-resistant cases will come from direct 

transmission from infected people to others rather than by strains acquiring resistance to TB drugs during 

treatment due to inadequate treatment or discontinuation of treatment midway.  
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 The study found that “most incident” MDR cases are “not caused” by acquired drug resistance, which will become 

a “decreasing cause” of drug-resistant TB. 

 The increased availability of drugs to fight drug-sensitive TB has led to the emergence of MDR-TB strains. With an 

increasing number of MDR-TB cases, there has been a shift in the way people get infected with drug-resistant TB 

— from strains acquiring drug resistance during treatment to direct transmission of MDR-TB strains from an 

infected person. The same trend is seen in the case of XDR-TB too. 

 The study, based on a mathematical model to forecast how TB is likely to progress in the four most-affected 

countries (Russia, the Philippines, South Africa, India), suggests that new MDR-TB cases a year in India will touch 

12.4% by 2040, up from 7.9% in 2000. 

 In 2015, the four countries accounted for about 40% (more than 230,000) of all drug-resistant TB cases in the 

world. 

 Besides targeting early diagnosis and treatment of those with the disease, India’s TB control programme has 

identified enhanced interventions to break the transmission cycle of the bacteria in the community. 

MDR-TB 

 The bacteria that cause tuberculosis (TB) can develop resistance to the antimicrobial drugs used to cure the disease. 

Multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-TB) is TB that does not respond to at least isoniazid and rifampicin, the 2 most 

powerful anti-TB drugs. 

 The two reasons why multidrug resistance continues to emerge and spread are mismanagement of TB treatment 

and person-to-person transmission. Most people with TB are cured by a strictly followed, 6-month drug regimen 

that is provided to patients with support and supervision. Inappropriate or incorrect use of antimicrobial drugs, or 

use of ineffective formulations of drugs (such as use of single drugs, poor quality medicines or bad storage 

conditions), and premature treatment interruption can cause drug resistance, which can then be transmitted, 

especially in crowded settings such as prisons and hospitals. 

XDR-TB 

 XDR-TB, an abbreviation for extensively drug-resistant tuberculosis (TB), is a form of TB which is resistant to at 

least four of the core anti-TB drugs. XDR-TB involves resistance to the two most powerful anti-TB drugs, isoniazid 

and rifampicin, also known as multidrug-resistance (MDR-TB), in addition to resistance to any of the 

fluoroquinolones (such as levofloxacin or moxifloxacin) and to at least one of the three injectable second-line drugs 

(amikacin, capreomycin or kanamycin). 

 MDR-TB and XDR-TB both take substantially longer to treat than ordinary (drug-susceptible) TB, and require the 

use of second-line anti-TB drugs, which are more expensive and have more side-effects than the first-line drugs 

used for drug-susceptible TB. 

 People may get XDR-TB in one of two ways. It may develop in a patient who is receiving treatment for active TB, 

when anti-TB drugs are misused or mismanaged, and is usually a sign of inadequate clinical care or drug 

management. It can happen when patients are not properly supported to complete their full course of treatment; 

when health-care providers prescribe the wrong treatment, or the wrong dose, or for too short a period of time; 

when the supply of drugs to the clinics dispensing drugs is erratic; or when the drugs are of poor quality. 

 The second way that people can develop XDR-TB is by becoming infected from a patient who is already ill with the 

condition. Patients with TB of the lungs can spread the disease by coughing, sneezing, or simply talking. A person 

needs only to breathe in a small number of these germs to become infected. However only a small proportion of 

people infected with TB germs develop the disease. A person can be infected by XDR-TB bacteria but not develop 

the active disease, just as with drug-susceptible TB. 

How should India fight TB? 

 These studies (The Lancet) come at a time when India’s Revised National TB Control Programme (RNTCP) and 

state and city governments have succeeded in demonstrating innovative workable and scalable solutions. In several 

settings, the RNTCP has effectively engaged private providers, successfully attracting large numbers of private 

TB case notifications. 

 With that information, the RNTCP has improved diagnosis of patients with free tests, provided patients free TB 

drugs, and extended adherence support to increase rates of TB treatment completion. These innovative approaches 

are bringing previously invisible, privately-treated TB patients into the light of public health services, where care 
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and adherence can be monitored. Thanks to the information and communications technologies deployed, these 

projects are also generating unprecedented data on TB outcomes in the private sector. 

 Private providers engaged in these projects are seeing the value their TB patients are getting via free test vouchers, 

free TB drugs, and continuous support and counseling to ensure treatment completion. This value, in turn, helps 

them retain their patients, secure their respect, and grow their practice. 

 Private practitioners also appreciate the direct human contact they have with public health workers, getting 

feedback on how their patients are progressing, and helping their patients sustain a full course of treatment. Most 

importantly, they appreciate being made a partner in their city’s TB control effort. 

 To scale up these effective interventions to reach all TB patients, it is critical for the government to take TB control 

as a genuine mission and make serious financial investments. 

 Simply put, treating twice as many TB patients will cost twice the budget currently being provided. And that should 

be a fantastic investment for the nation, because TB control is a very cost-effective strategy with exceptional returns 

on investment from a societal perspective. 

 From an economic perspective, investing in the Global Plan to End TB is estimated to deliver India $364 billion as 

overall economic return. Any plan to end TB in India must include a comprehensive approach to partnering with 

the private sector. Otherwise, more than half the TB burden in the country will be left unaddressed. 

 Equally importantly, TB patients cannot remain invisible. There is a need for more robust estimates of TB burden 

and continued efforts to measure quality of care in the private sector. 

 Countries such as China have made serious investments in TB control, effectively used repeated rounds of national 

TB prevalence surveys to track their TB epidemic, and have shown major reductions in prevalence over time. 

India needs to do the same, and we applaud the direct disease burden estimation that the RNTCP has proposed via a 

national TB prevalence survey. But prevalence estimation is not enough, the TB programme needs to track and support 

individuals with TB. The RNTCP’s e-Nikshay TB case notification system offers hope that case notifications can result 

in meaningful public health action. This will require investments in information and communications technology 

infrastructure and real-time data intelligence. 

 Lastly, leadership is critical and India is starting to step up. The government has taken several steps over the past 

few years to address TB. This includes making TB a notifiable disease, developing the Standards for TB Care in 

India, introducing daily drug regimens, and molecular and drug susceptibility testing. 

There is an opportunity to do more and better, and for India to assume a global leadership role. With its strong research 

expertise in TB, biotech and IT capacity, and recent successes (for example, polio elimination, indigenous rotavirus 

vaccine), India has the potential to lead from the front. 

 

Q) Concerns over academic dishonesty and plagiarism have risen in the digital age. How 

can these practices be fixed? Discuss the challenges and solutions. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Academic integrity encompasses a number of values including honesty, trust, respect, fairness, and responsibility and 

ideals that should be upheld by all educational stakeholders. “Academic integrity involves ensuring that in research, and 

in teaching and learning, both staff and students act in an honest way. They need to acknowledge the intellectual 

contributions of others, be open and accountable for their actions, and exhibit fairness and transparency in all aspects 

of scholarly endeavour” 

Academic integrity breaches include a diverse range of unfair practices including plagiarism, cheating in exams or 

assignments, inappropriate collusion, theft of other students’ work, paying a third party for assignments, downloading 

whole or part of assignments from the Internet, falsification of data, misrepresentation of records, or other actions that 

undermine the integrity of scholarship. Plagiarism is one of the most vehemently derided breaches of academic integrity 

because it undermines the premise that scholarly work will make an original and honest contribution to an existing body 

of knowledge.  

Challenges- 

 Plagiarism undermines the integrity of education and occurs at all levels of scholarship. 
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 Plagiarism discourages original writer/author and reduces his/her interests towards his/her work. This could 

seriously hamper the creativity and originality of academic and research institutes. 

 Plagiarism has set the bad precedent for the young generation who is more interested the short-term quick-fix 

solutions rather than long-term hard work. 

 Many students cannot identify instances of plagiarism and do not adequately understand how to paraphrase text 

with appropriate citation to avoid plagiarism. 

 Plagiarism is not only an issue of student assessment. It is a symptom of a deeply entrenched academic culture that 

arguably places tangible rewards (grades, diplomas, publications, promotions, grants) above the intrinsic value of 

learning and knowledge creation. 

How these challenges can be fixed? 

To address the issue of plagiarism and other breaches of academic integrity, educational institutions must work towards 

fostering a culture of integrity that goes beyond deterrence, detection, and punishment of students. 

 While no single solution can be the ‘silver bullet’ to this multidimensional menace, a combination of systemic 

changes (reforming the education system and inculcating values) and short-term steps (improving the conduct of 

examinations) may help in building a culture of academic integrity. 

 Counselling should be provided to students and parents to encourage admissions based on interest and aptitude. 

 In addition, curriculum design should be aligned with skill building. It should encourage critical thinking among 

students. 

 Quality teaching should be incentivised and conversely, a ‘no-tolerance policy’ towards non-performance should 

be adopted. 

 Overhauling the evaluation system by focussing more on application of knowledge and introducing ‘non-

traditional’ assessment techniques, such as verbal tests and critical paper reviews, could contribute in reducing the 

need for and incidence of cheating. 

 It is also crucial to make students realise the gravity of violations of academic integrity. Universities across the 

world give enormous importance to academic ethics. In India, however, even a reputed institution such as Delhi 

University has no mention of ethics in either its handbook or website. 

 This lack of sensitivity may be addressed by discussing academic ethics in college orientation programmes, along 

with making the students sign an ‘honour code’ statement wherein they submit a written declaration that they will 

refrain from such practices. 

Conclusion- 

Plagiarism is a serious breach of academic integrity in that it detracts from the value of original and honest scholarly 

work.  Recent research has demonstrated that plagiarism is a complex issue, with many stakeholder groups requiring 

much more induction, information, training, and support to ensure that they have the necessary understanding and 

skills to fulfil their academic responsibilities. Educational institutions therefore need to recognise that addressing 

plagiarism requires a holistic and multi-stakeholder approach which aims to foster a scholarly community based on 

shared understandings and practices of academic integrity. 

 

Q) How are medicines named? Do you think prescription of generic drugs alone would 

bring down out of pocket expenditure? What else can be done? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :-Demonetisation has impacted agriculture in various ways. Cash is the primary mode of transaction in 

agriculture sector which contributes 15% to India’s total output. Formal financing in many parts, especially Punjab, 

Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Kerala is significantly from cooperative banks, which are barred from 

exchange-deposit of demonetized currency. 

Agriculture is impacted through the input-output channels as well as price and output feedback effects. Sale, transport, 

marketing and distribution of ready produce to wholesale centres or mandis, is dominantly cash-dependent. 

Disruptions, breaks in the supply chains feedback to farmers as sales fall, increased wastage of perishables, lower 
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revenues that show up as trade dues instead of cash in hand and when credited into bank accounts with limited access 

affect the sector. 

Impact of Demonetisation on various crops :- 

The impact is visible in different sub-segments. Winter crops such as wheat, mustard, chickpeas are due for sowing in a 

fortnight. Wheat prices were already up due to low stocks and anticipated shortfall in 2015-16 output and have firmed 

up further as demonetization fallout pushes traders to build more inventories. Production in 2016-17 could drop if sowed 

acreage (Rabi) reduces for want of enough seeds on time to exploit the adequate soil moisture. Yields could fall from late 

sowing and subsequent exposure to rough spring weather, the lack of sufficient or timely application of fertilizers, 

pesticides, etc. Farm labour, vital for this period, is reported to be unpaid as farmers have no cash. Many of them are 

reported to be returning from some northern parts to homes in UP and Bihar. Labour shortages and wage-spikes may 

follow with a lag. 

Plantation crops such as rubber, tea, jute, cardamom are seeing no wages paid to workers. Small-medium tea growers 

have few buyers now (a third of the tea was unsold in recent auction in the south). Raw jute trade is halted as paucity of 

funds affects procurement-delivery by traders. Projections of scarcity have appeared with appeals for official 

procurement support. Cotton is witnessing havoc: daily arrivals have plunged to 30,000-40,000 bales against the usual 

1.5-2 lakh bales at this time (harvest) as per reports and prices have soared 9% in a week, pushing up global prices in 

turn. 

Vegetables and fruits that along with crops added 61% of agriculture’s gross value added in 2015-16, depends critically 

upon a cash-strapped transport sector for daily supply network. Sales have dropped sharply (25-50%) across markets 

with occurrences of dumping. At present, demand is repressed for want of currency, so prices are subdued, but 

eventually, supply shortages could cause prices to rise. 

There are series of developments which led recent protest by farmers in Madhya Pradesh and 

Maharashtra : 

 During last two years droughts affected the produce but in 2016 a bumper monsoon brought down the prices for 

Kharif crops. Also government didn’t revise Minimum Support Price for Kharif crops compelling farmers to sell 

their produce at low rates. 

 Cash crunch during the demonetization led disruptions, breaks in supply chains, wastage of perishables led revenue 

losses for farmers. 

 Collapse of wholesale vegetable prices due to demonetization. 

 Loan waiving by newly elected government in Uttar Pradesh, encouraged farmers of Madhya Pradesh & 

Maharashtra agitate for the same. 

Conclusion :- Being highly informal in nature this sector severely impacted by demonetization in short term but this 

move can bring transformational changes in the Agriculture Sector in long term like easy credit for farmers, elimination 

of middle man and increase transparency in various subsidies by decreasing the leakages. Indeed a better understanding 

of the sector was needed before the move but concerns of farmers like reforming MSP need to be address as soon as 

possible. Waiving of loan for small and marginal farmers is also an appreciable move by Maharashtra Govt. 

 

Q) What are the objectives of the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY)? Evaluate its 

performance and comment if allocating more fund to this scheme would help overcome 

some of its shortcomings. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

With a dramatic increase in population through the early years of this millennium, and a lack of corresponding growth 

in employment opportunities and wealth, it became evident that social security and healthcare for all was a pressing 

demand. 

In order to address this concern, the government of India had enacted the Unorganized Workers Social Security Act in 

2008. The act made it incumbent on the government of India to provide for the welfare of workers in the unorganized 

sectors. In an effort to compensate these workers for their out-of-pocket (OOP) health expenses, the government 

launched the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) in 2008. The RSBY is a health insurance scheme for families 

living below the poverty line. 
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Objectives of the Rashtriya Swastha Bima Yojana- 

 To provide financial protection against catastrophic health costs by reducing OOP; 

 To improve access to quality healthcare for below poverty line households of pocket expenditure for hospitalization 

and other vulnerable groups in the unorganized sector. 

Scheme Rollout and Target Beneficiaries 

The Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) is a health insurance scheme that aims at providing health insurance 

coverage to the poor families of India. It provides cashless insurance coverage for hospitalization in both private and 

public hospitals. The cost of the insurance premium is borne by both the central (75 percent) and state (25 percent) 

governments. Initially, the scheme was launched by the Ministry of Labour and Employment, but was transferred to the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare on 1 April, 2015. 

The RSBY was rolled out in 25 states of the country on 1 April, 2008. By February 2014, a total of 36 million families 

have been covered under the scheme. 

The initial intention of the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojna (RSBY) was to provide healthcare and financial relief only 

for those the Below Poverty Line (BPL). It later evolved, however, to cover other workers and their families not initially 

envisaged within the purview of the scheme – 

These include – 

 MNREGA workers who have been employed for over 15 days in the previous financial year 

 Domestic helpers and workers 

 Sanitation workers 

 Miners and mine workers 

 Rickshaw pullers and auto and taxi drivers 

 Street vendors and railway porters 

Details of the RSBY- 

According to the RSBY as launched in 2008 – 

 Every BPL family holding a valid ration card may enrol to avail the insurance benefits as extended by the scheme; 

 INR 30 will be charged as a one-time registration fee; 

 Upto 5 members of the family including one head of household, spouse and three dependent persons (children or 

parents) may be covered under the insurance scheme; 

 Each family is entitled to claim (cashless) inpatient medical care up to INR 30,000 per annum; 

 The hospitalization may be done in any of the empanelled hospitals; 

 Pre-existing ailments will be covered from Day 1 of the enrolment; 

 Each family may also claim transport expenses of INR 100 per hospitalisation subject to a maximum of INR 1000 

per family per annum. 

Performance evaluation- 

Some positives- 

 The number of families that are enrolled in RSBY has gone up from 4 million on 31st March 2009 to 34.16 million 

on 28th February 2013. Beginning with 12,500 hospitalization cases in the financial year 2008-09, it has increased 

to 1.75 million such cases in 2011-12. 

 There are about 171 million persons living-in-households-with-a-RSBY-Smart Card and 119 million of them are 

enrolled in the scheme. 

 Enrolment of Females in the scheme has increased by 20% from Round 1 to Round 4. Also, for the enrolled females, 

the average female hospitalization ratio (total female hospitalization cases/total females enrolled) has increased 

from 4.53% to 6.6% during the same period. 
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 World Bank has observed that “The experience with the design and implementation of the 

Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) in particular, is one of the most promising efforts in India to bridge this 

gap by providing health insurance to millions of poor households. The program is now internationally recognized 

for its innovative approach to harnessing information technology to reach the poor.” 

Some drawbacks- 

However the recent assessment conducted by the Council for Social Development and published in its latest report, 

“India: Social Development Report 2014” observed many drawbacks of the scheme.  

 Study found that despite high enrolment in RSBY, catastrophic health expenditures (when medical expenses push 

a family into poverty), hospitalization expenditure have steadily increased, for both in-patients and outpatients, 

over the last two decades. Government-financed health insurance schemes like RSBY are providing insignificant 

protection against catastrophic health expenditure. 

 The relatively poor households which are covered under RSBY, reported an increase in out-of-pocket expenditure 

for hospital care. 

 Between 2004-05 and 2011-12, hospitalization expenses have increased at a much higher rate (9.2%) compared to 

outpatient expenses (4.5%) or medicines (4.85%). The poorer income sections in RSBY have indeed experienced a 

rise in catastrophic headcount, a conclusive proof that RSBY and other state run insurance programs have failed to 

provide financial risk protection,” the report noted. 

 Further the scheme is fraught with exclusion error and inclusion error. The study concluded that RSBY was being 

used mostly by those who already had better access (to healthcare services) and the most marginalized sections 

were being excluded further. 

 In many cases doctors and hospitals are found perform unnecessary surgical operations to claim the money of 

insurance. 

 Major design flaw in RSBY and other such state health insurance programs is their narrow focus on secondary and 

tertiary care hospitalization. 

Would allocation of more funds sort out the problems? 

Shortage of funds has been evergreen problem with the most of the social sector schemes and RSBY is no exception to 

it. The increase in funds would indeed increase the reach of the scheme and may also help in including other treatments 

under the schemes which are currently excluded from it. The money could also be invested towards achieving better 

monitoring, bringing awareness among people and adopting sound grievance redressal mechanism.  However some of 

the issues go beyond funding like corrupt practices of the doctors, reluctance of the people to avail the benefits of the 

scheme, minimizing inclusion and exclusion error etc. Thus along with increase in funding other dimensions of the 

scheme should also be strengthened.  

Conclusion- 

Despite falling short of covering the entire BPL population of the country, the excellent work done by the Rashtriya 

Swasthya Bima Yojna cannot be denied. According to recent news reports, the total number of hospitalisation recorded 

under the RSBY scheme amounted to about 11.8 million (as on 31 March, 2016). 

The scheme and its outreach, the benefits imparted to millions of poor people in the country has attracted praises and 

accolades from international organizations such as the World Bank, the United  Nations, and the International Labour 

Organisation. Germany has shown a keen interest in studying the smart card model with an intention to adopt it for its 

own social security schemes. 

 

Q) Discuss critically the importance of genetic factors in explaining the causes of stunting 

in Indian children despite advances made in reduction of poverty. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- Stunted growth, also known as stunting and nutritional stunting, is a reduced growth rate in human 

development. It is a primary manifestation of malnutrition (or more precisely undernutrition) and recurrent infections, 

such as diarrhoea and helminthiasis, in early childhood and even before birth, due to malnutrition during foetal 

development brought on by a malnourished mother. The definition of stunting according to the World Health 
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Organisation (WHO) is for the “height for age” value to be less than two standard deviations of the WHO Child Growth 

Standards median. 

Factors that contribute to stunted growth and development include poor maternal health and nutrition, inadequate 

infant and young child feeding practices, and infection. Specifically, these include: maternal nutritional and health status 

before, during and after pregnancy influences a child’s early growth and development, beginning in the womb. For 

example, intrauterine growth restriction due to maternal undernutrition (estimated by rates of low birth weight) 

accounts for 20% of childhood stunting. Other maternal contributors to stunting include short stature, short birth 

spacing, and adolescent pregnancy, which interferes with nutrient availability to the foetus (owing to the competing 

demands of ongoing maternal growth). 

Importance of genetic factors:- 

A useful paper by Caterina Alacevich and Alessandro Tarozzi, published on April 23 on the Centre for Economic Policy 

Research’s policy portal voxeu.org comes up with crucial research findings that provide evidence against “the 

importance of genetic factors in explaining the disappointing growth performance of Indian children”. 

The authors use data from India’s National Family and Health Surveys and the Health Survey of England to look at the 

heights of children and adults of Indian ethnicity living in England and compare them with those of children and adults 

living in India. They find that ethnic-Indian adults were on average 6-7 cm taller than those living in India, which could 

indicate a positive selection of migrants coming over to England. But ethnic Indian adults in England are also less tall 

than British “whites”. Interestingly, when they look at young ethnic-Indian children in England who are between two 

and four years old, they notice that not only are they taller than children in India, they are as tall as British “white” 

children. This leads them to conclude that the healthier socio-economic environments in England have enabled Indian 

children to rapidly catch-up to the “standards observed” for other children, giving fillip to the argument that “nurture” 

is a more important determinant of changes in the height of children than genetic factors. 

The authors point to some caveats in their study — they are unable to explain gaps in heights after puberty between 

ethnic Indians and whites in England and suggest that there is some degree of genetic factors that could come to play in 

adolescence. They also do not look into reasons related to nutrition, natal care, maternal care etc. in depth. 

 

Q) In the light of recent Zika episode in Gujarat, critically evaluate India’s disease 

surveillance systems and suggest reforms. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- Precaution is better than cure. On the same principle “disease surveillance systems” were set up in 

India so that, active monitoring of health condition can be monitored and swift action can be taken to avoid any future 

escalation. 

But the recent episode of zika virus , where the general public were made aware of situation almost after three months 

shows the inefficient and poor co-ordination of different health agencies in the counties below are few major difficulties 

which is being face. 

The root of this malaise is the inability of successive governments to demonstrate strong public health governance and 

leadership. The health system is fragmented into the public and private sectors, further fragmented by practitioners of 

modern and traditional medicine. Medical associations and pharmaceutical companies override public voices trying to 

make sense of exorbitant medical bills. 

Government stewardship of this whole system is essential, to listen, regulate and bring about a cohesive health service 

that can provide care to the people. India has enough technical resources and expertise. But the critical role of the 

government in demonstrating leadership and guiding disharmonious participants is essential. 

Reforms needed:- 

 A review of disease surveillance systems is required, not only to make this entire system relevant, but also to 

appreciate the hard work of data collection which is done by lower-level functionaries. 

 Government stewardship should correct poor compliance from private sector healthcare providers. Instead of the 

lacklustre initiatives that have been implemented, a strong and decisive health ministry can convince the private 

sector on the need to join the national effort. 
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 It is not easy to track a virus in a billion-plus population — but not acting after obtaining information is a criminal 

waste of resources. It reflects the health ministry’s failure to execute a key public health function — protecting the 

population from health threats. 

 The Zika surveillance sadly takes us back to the same old situation. Despite having all the competencies and 

capabilities, we find ourselves ready to be lectured by international agencies on the fact that the sole purpose of 

surveillance and disease data collection is for action. The goal is not to haphazardly collect data, but to use this data 

for protecting the health of the population. 

 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections 

Q) Two decades after signing the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, India is yet to ratify it. Discuss the 

significance of this Convention and why India should sign it. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment (commonly known as the United Nations Convention against Torture) is an international human rights 

treaty, under the review of the United Nations, that aims to prevent torture and other acts of cruel, inhuman, or 

degrading treatment or punishment around the world. 

The Convention requires states to take effective measures to prevent torture in any territory under their jurisdiction, 

and forbids states to transport people to any country where there is reason to believe they will be tortured. 

The text of the Convention was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 10 December 1984 and, following 

ratification by the 20th state party, it came into force on 26 June 1987. 26 June is now recognized as the International 

Day in Support of Victims of Torture, in honour of the Convention. 

Important articles of conventions:- 

 As per Article 2 of the convention against torture, the main objective is to prevent torture and to ensure that 

effective remedies are available to the victims. 

 Article 3: prohibition on deportation or extradition to torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment. 

 Article 4: criminal liability for torture. States need to ensure that all acts of torture are offence under their criminal 

law. 

 Article 10: education and information for prevention of torture 

 Article 12: procedures of investigation, injury and trial 

 Article 13: protection to victims and witnesses. 

 Article 14: compensation to and rehabilitation of victims of torture. 

 Article 15: criminal offence of utilizing information from torture. 

Why India need to ratify early? 

 In recent times there is a fresh note of urgency attached to the need for early ratification, as the country has pending 

requests for the extradition of its nationals from other countries. 

 For, as pointed out by the Supreme Court, the absence of a stand-alone law prohibiting torture may prevent many 

countries from agreeing to India’s extradition requests. 

 The court also noted that India was subjected to close questioning during the Universal Periodic Review of its 

human rights obligations at the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva. 

 It cannot be forgotten that an extradition request relating to Purulia arms drop case suspect Kim Davy failed owing 

to the apprehension that he may be ill-treated in India. 
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 In an era of increasing international cooperation on criminal matters, India will be better served if it is seen as 

adhering to international treaties, especially its obligations under the Convention against Torture, which it signed 

in 1997. 

Does India have the provision already? 

 Provisions relating to causing hurt or grievous hurt, especially with a view to extracting a confession, criminal 

intimidation and wrongful confinement already exist in the Indian Penal Code. 

 However, the idea of a stand-alone law ought to be ultimately seen as a more tangible way of expressing 

commitment to eliminating torture. 

 A concrete step towards enacting a law was made when the Prevention of Torture Bill, 2010, was passed by the Lok 

Sabha in 2010, but it was referred to a Select Committee in the Rajya Sabha. 

 In its report submitted in the same year, the committee recommended exhaustive amendments to the Bill to make 

it consistent with the language and intent of the Convention. Thereafter the Bill lapsed. 

 The government says it has referred the matter to the Law Commission for an authoritative view. 

What should be done? 

 Given the pervasive nature of custodial violence and its complex policing requirements, the present legislative and 

administrative framework is obviously inadequate to prevent torture in a country of India’s size. 

 It is imperative that a strong law that criminalises torture, imposes stringent punishment for it and contains liberal 

provisions for those suffering torture to complain against their perpetrators, prosecute them and be compensated 

and rehabilitated, is passed at the earliest. 

Conclusion :-Given the pervasive nature of custodial violence and its complex policing requirements, the present 

legislative and administrative framework is obviously inadequate to prevent torture in a country of India’s size. It is 

imperative that a strong law that criminalises torture, imposes stringent punishment for it and contains liberal 

provisions for those suffering torture to complain against their perpetrators, prosecute them and be compensated and 

rehabilitated, is passed at the earliest. 

 

Q) Discuss the important recommendations made by the Law Commission in its 268th 

Report. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- Law commission is an executive body under the Ministry of law and justice. In its 268th report, the 

issue of early and accessible bails to the undertrials was emphasized. 

It was observed that the ‘bail is norm and jail is exception’ remains true only for the rich and due to this, Indian prisons 

have become overcrowded with the undertrial people. 

The commission also observed that poverty was the main reason of so many people remaining in jails. Bails are used 

mostly by the rich in the country today. This is because of the need of Financial bond to avail a bail. Even SC highlighted 

concern that the under trials are languishing in jails due to poverty. 

Prisons in India are over populated and this affects the human rights of prisoners. In this context, the fact that 67% of 

prisoners are under trials is a matter of concern. 

The commission also observes that the main problem in India is the slow judicial system and expedition of justice will 

only be able to resolve the problem incarceration of poors and the denial of justice as delay in justice is denial of justice. 

Law commission recommended following changes – 

 Section 436A of code of criminal procedures states that a person can be released on bail on personal bond of he/she 

has served detention for half of time of the imprisonment specified for that offence. The commission suggested that 

the law remains the same for offence stipulating imprisonment for more than 7 years. But, for less than 7 years, the 

compulsory detention period for which bail would not be granted could be reduced to 1/3 rd of the detention period. 

And those who spend whole period as undertrial, the period can be considered for remission. 

 The commission also gave an illustrative list of conditions that could be imposed in lieu of financial bonds so that 

there could be uniformity of severity of law for both rich and poor. 
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 Early bail – 

1. If the under trial completed one third of his/her maximum sentence of less than 7 years, if convicted. 

2. If the under trial competed half of the maximum sentence of more than 7 years, if convicted. 

CONCLUSION – 

The real solution to the problem of under trials is in providing speed trials. Only a faster judiciary can give justice to 

people irrespective of their Financial positions, unlike bail provisions. 

 

Topic:  Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs, various 

groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders 

Q) Critically comment on the role of government and civil society in battling sexual crimes 

against children. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

 

Introduction :- Sexual violence against children remains a taboo subject in India despite reports of children being 

raped, molested and trafficked. 

Role of Government: 

 Increasing legal awareness: Through raising stringent laws and effective monitoring, the govt plays a major role in 

this issue. But the law is seldom used because of less awareness. 
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 Role of police in enforcing POCSO Act : They should be equipped to handle child abuse cases with zero tolerance 

and literate them to handle several aspects of the case. 

 Role of Education: Gender equality should be made a part of the school curriculum. Steps to create awareness on 

gender sensitization starting from school level as stated in Justice Verma Committee report. 

 Use of technology: We have DeITY and IT Act Section 79 for this but a dedicated unit is needed to take down 

obscure materials online and track down child pornography. 

Role of Society: 

A number of NGO’s like Childline India Foundation, World Vision, Arambh India have played important role in raising 

awareness on child sexual abuse. But as a whole, the society has a major role to play. 

 Removing the victim-dishonour mindset: Many cases go unreported because of this societal taboo. It’s our duty to 

remove this mindset, create awareness and support the survivor. 

 Parents responsibilities: 97% of perpetrators are persons they already know. Should educate the children about 

various aspects of danger and safety measures with open communication and attentive watch. 

 Society-Watch: Active monitoring of repeated sexual offenders in the area. 

Thus the effective role of government and society cemented together is much needed to eradicate child sexual abuse. 

 

Topic:  Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

Q) Examine why is there a need to regulate private schools in India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Regulation of private schools and role of non-government players in education, particularly private education providers 

at elementary education-level continue to attract immense interest of researchers, policymakers and educationists from 

across the world. In countries like India where private schools are playing a pivotal role in universalizing access to 

elementary education, the debate on role and regulation of private sector has intensified over the last decade or more. 

Need to regulate the private school- 

 There has been arbitrary and exploitative increase in the educational fees of private school in last some years 

causing heartbreak to the huge number of middle-class of India. 

 While school fees have been increased dramatically, the facilities and quality of the education remains inadequate 

and deficient. 

 Private elite schools have also become dens of discrimination where financial and social status of parents would 

decide whether their children would get the admission into such schools or not. 

 Even if some private school renders good quality education, their high fees automatically shuts the door for children 

from poor economic background. 

 The state has every right to regulate and monitor the functioning of private schools because education is a quasi-

public good that cannot be delivered effectively through market mechanisms. 

 Poor governance in education allows concentrated oligopolies to develop. This manifests in many ways, including 

in the quality of education having no relation to the fees that parents pay. The nexus between bad governance and 

bad schools crowds out good education. 

 The opening of private schools and colleges has become new commercial business and market good where the most 

ignored thing is the quality of education. Further such institutions are also becoming the tools for politicians and 

black money holder to launder their black money easily. 

Way forward- 

With over 250,000 private schools spread everywhere, and our current sociopolitical culture, any regulatory mechanism 

will be far from perfect. Here are some elements of the design of a system which will help it become as effective as 

possible in this reality. 

 First, we should recognize that the regulation of schools is the domain of state governments. 
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 Second, the regulatory mandate must be limited to only the minimal essentials. Genuine philanthropic private 

initiative must not be stifled. Regulation need have only two goals. One, that all private and public schools meet 

standards in basic academic and operational aspects: for example, the number of teachers and their qualifications, 

classrooms, safety. The other goal should be to protect the public from the exploitative practices of schools. 

 Third, the states must form an independent, quasi-judicial school regulatory body. Today, the state departments 

of education are conflicted as they are regulators and also the largest operators of schools. An independent body 

protected from political and bureaucratic interference will enable efficiency through focus, improve probity by 

forcing transparency, and increase accountability. Such bodies will not be perfect, but would be a substantial 

improvement. 

 Fourth, the school regulator must demand that schools be not-for-profit, as required by law. And for substantiating 

this, annual financial audits, executed with the same rigour as in companies, must be required. Accounting 

standards need to be developed for schools with the objective of eliminating practices that are often used for 

skimming money from such not-for-profit entities: for example, “management” cannot be outsourced. Again, this 

won’t be perfect, because our audit ecosystem is not perfect. But then, we have nothing better. 

 Fifth, the schools must publish their fees publicly every year for the following three years, and thereafter no changes 

should be permitted. Fees must not be capped. There is no way of determining appropriate levels for capping, and 

any such effort will provide room for more corruption. 

 Sixth, a grievance redressal mechanism for parents should be made available, on stability of fees, other financial 

matters and safety. The quasi-judicial status of the regulator will enable this. 

Conclusion- 

For good, equitable education there is no substitute for a robust public system. But till we get there, such a regulatory 

mechanism will reduce rampant exploitation of the public and help improve educational quality. 

 

Q) It is said that the NITI Aayog should learn from India’s planning history and given equal 

importance to both planning process and the strategic plan itself. Do you agree? Discuss. 

(200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- NITI Aayog or the National Institution for Transforming India (Aayog is Hindi for “commission”) is 

a Government of India policy think-tank established by the Narendra Modi government to replace the Planning 

Commission which followed the top-down model. The stated aim for NITI Aayog’s creation is to foster involvement and 

participation in the economic policy-making process by the State Governments of India. The emphasis is on bottom-up 

approach and make the country to move towards cooperative federalism . 

Indian planning process critical analysis:- 

An inappropriate process of formulating a strategic plan can have a number of undesirable effects which adversely affect 

the quality of the plan and even more so the quality of its implementation. 

The national planning experience in India clearly illustrates the dangers of faulty processes, which led to progressive 

disenchantment with the plan, and eventually culminated in the demise of the Planning Commission in 2014. 

There has been a tendency in recent years to treat the development strategy followed by India as an undifferentiated 

continuum, with little substantive variation from plan to plan. 

The national planning experience in India is most instructive in terms of the processes that were employed and their 

impact on the effectiveness of the plans 

NITI Aayogs expected role in planning and how it can go for it :- 

 The NITI Aayog has been charged with developing a 15-year Vision, a seven-year Strategy and a three-year 

Implementation framework. Although expectedly the term “plan” is scrupulously avoided, it is quite obvious that 

planning is back. 

 The first thing that is quite clear from this experience is that no good strategic planning can ever occur in the 

absence of a challenging and well-articulated vision. A good vision statement must have three critical 

characteristics: 
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 It must capture the imagination of the nation so that all stakeholders feel that it is an end worth working towards. 

 It should be seen to have full political commitment especially at the highest level. 

 It must force the strategic thinkers and technocrats to go beyond mere extrapolations. 

 Devising a strategy to attain the vision is possibly the most difficult part of the planning process. This is particularly 

so when the vision encompasses multiple, seemingly unrelated, objectives. In a country as large and diverse as 

India, this has pretty much always been the case. 

 The first step is conceptualising the strategic approach, which is a creative act linking the objectives, the constraints 

and the instruments in a manner which sub serves the attainment of the vision. The second is to subject the 

conceptual strategy to tests of internal consistency and feasibility. This is a technical process which quite often 

requires developing new analytical frameworks. 

 The process of formulating and implementing the strategic plan has to be designed in such a manner that it 

inculcates a sense of ownership and commitment among the lower tiers of the organisation. 

 There are two other equally compelling reasons why the process is important. The first is information: different 

tiers of an organisation have information which may not be available in other tiers. The second is accountability: 

no tier of the organisation should be able to claim that it does not bear some responsibility for failure. 

 There are three dimensions which need to be taken into account while designing an appropriate process of strategic 

planning and implementation. The first is consultation. It has long been established that a major factor in 

inculcating ownership is a sense of participation. 

 The second dimension is decentralisation. No matter how well designed the consultation process, it cannot either 

elicit or utilise the variety of detailed information that exists within the organisation. 

 The third dimension is feedback, which is not so important in actually designing the strategic plan itself, but is 

crucial to the “learning” and redesigning process. 

Conclusion :- 

The main learning from this experience is that the NITI Aayog needs to devote as careful thought to the planning process 

as to formulating the strategic plan itself. This is not a technical exercise, and involves a deep understanding of people 

and of organisational behaviour. Some of the features of this process can be summarised as: 

 The Prime Minister should articulate the broad vision for the country, and not merely endorse a suggestion put up 

by the bureaucracy. 

 The NITI Aayog should work out the components of this vision in terms of the objectives and targets, and obtain 

full support of the Prime Minister. It may also be desirable to place these before the Governing Council of the NITI 

Aayog for its endorsement.44 

 The broad strategy for attaining the expanded vision should be worked out within the NITI Aayog, keeping in mind 

the interrelationships and synergies that may exist among the various objectives. This strategic plan should confine 

itself to strategy and not extend itself to detailed design, which should be left to the lower tiers. This involves laying 

out the objectives, the targets, the time path and the resources. All else is detail, which is best done by others. 

 In framing the implementation or action plan, the NITI Aayog should clearly specify which interventions should 

be designed and controlled by the central ministries and which should be left to the state governments with only 

financial support from the centre. 

 In the course of formulating the strategic plan, there will inevitably be serious differences of opinion between the 

NITI Aayog and the ministries/state governments. These differences need to be resolved before the strategic plan 

is finalised. The resolution can only be done at a level higher than that of the Aayog, and this role has to be played 

by the chief executive officer (CEO). 

 Last, but not the least, the NITI Aayog should consciously guard against developing hubris, which inevitably leads 

to micro-prescriptions—the bane of the erstwhile Planning Commission. 

Extra information:- 

Functions of NITI Aayog :- 

 To evolve a shared vision of national development priorities sectors and strategies with the active involvement of 

States in the light of national objectives 
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 To foster cooperative federalism through structured support initiatives and mechanisms with the States on a 

continuous basis, recognizing that strong States make a strong nation 

 To develop mechanisms to formulate credible plans at the village level and aggregate these progressively at higher 

levels of government 

 To ensure, on areas that are specifically referred to it, that the interests of national security are incorporated in 

economic strategy and policy 

 To pay special attention to the sections of our society that may be at risk of not benefiting adequately from economic 

progress 

 To design strategic and long term policy and programme frameworks and initiatives, and monitor their progress 

and their efficacy. The lessons learnt through monitoring and feedback will be used for making innovative 

improvements, including necessary mid-course corrections 

 To provide advice and encourage partnerships between key stakeholders and national and international like-

minded Think tanks, as well as educational and policy research institutions. 

 To create a knowledge, innovation and entrepreneurial support system through a collaborative community of 

national and international experts, practitioners and other partners. 

 To offer a platform for resolution of inter-sectoral and inter departmental issues in order to accelerate the 

implementation of the development agenda. 

 To maintain a state-of-the-art Resource Centre, be a repository of research on good governance and best practices 

in sustainable and equitable development as well as help their dissemination to stake-holders 

 To actively monitor and evaluate the implementation of programmes and initiatives, including the identification 

of the needed resources so as to strengthen the probability of success and scope of delivery 

 To focus on technology upgradation and capacity building for implementation of programmes and initiatives 

 To undertake other activities as may be necessary in order to further the execution of the national development 

agenda, and the objectives mentioned above 

 

Q) It is argued that in India, the institutional weaknesses of public institutions stand in 

contrast to relatively dynamic private and civil society organizations. What is the cause 

and consequences of weak institutions? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Over the past quarter century, India has witnessed multiple transformations that have fundamentally reshaped its 

economy, foreign policy, politics, and society. Nearly a quarter-century after liberalization, the Indian economy is today 

more market-oriented and integrated with the world economy. However, despite the strides India has made in these 

domains, its public institutions have not undergone a commensurate transformation. Indeed, India’s multiple 

transformations are increasingly buffeted by strong headwinds of deep institutional malaise. 

Causes of weak public institutions- 

 The major weakness of the public institutions has caused by the lack of competence, both at the policy design and 

formulation level, and the even larger challenge in effectively implementing these policies. 

 Populism of the day has hampered the efficiency of many public institutions. Politicians are ready to trade the 

principles and functions of the institutions for vested political interests. 

 Excessive regulations and rigid conformity are turning out to be major issues for low efficiency and ineffectiveness 

of the public institutions. 

 Rampant corruption, nepotism in the public institutions have crippled its pace of effective functioning and 

rendered them malfunctioned. 

 No real devolution of power to the local governments took place even after the 73rd and 74thamendments of the 

Indian constitution. 
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 The unique problem with the Indian government is that it is ‘Under-staffed but Over-bureaucratized’. Since 

independence, the absolute size of the elite Indian Administrative Service (IAS) dropped by 10%; by 2010, the total 

strength of the IAS and the Indian Police Service (IPS) was less than 11,000 while the vacancy rate stood at 28%. 

In foreign affairs, the strength of the Indian diplomatic corps is less than that of Sweden’s. 

 At the same time, well-known indicators compiled by the World Bank that capture the ease of doing business in 

nearly every country in the world. According to the 2016 edition of the “Doing Business” indicators, India ranks 

130th out of 189 countries in the overall ease of doing business, 155th in ease of starting a business, 178th in 

enforcing contracts, and 183rd in getting a construction permit. 

Consequences of weak public institutions- 

 Weak public institutions results into poor governance thereby hampering the efficiency of public service delivery. 

For eg Public Distribution System (PDS). 

 It also affects the administrative efficiency and creates the trust-deficit between citizens and administration. 

 The natural resources are poorly and inefficiently used for the socio-economic progress of the country due to weak 

public institutions. For eg arbitrary coal block allocations in India. 

 Weak institutions also reduce the progress of poverty eradication, fighting illiteracy and diseases which ultimately 

results into poor health and living standards of the majority of the people 

 Weak institutions also create the hurdles for the progress of the private sector which has potential to cover-up the 

inadequacies of the government functions. 

 Weak institutions also fail to adequately preserve the rights, liberties of the citizens and provide them timely justice. 

India’s judicial system presently has a backlog of more than 31 million cases. Government estimates suggest that 

as many as 10% of all cases have been pending for a decade or more. 

Conclusion- 

Strong public institutions form the base of the strong socio-economic progress of the nation. The corollary of this 

obviously is that weak public institutions obstruct this pace. Thus India needs strong public institutions at a time when 

private sector has matured to take half of its burden. 

 

Q) What do you understand by minimum government, maximum governance? Discuss 

whether this maxim has been practised or not during last three years in India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The present Indian government is elected with the slogan of ‘Minimum government, Maximum governance’. A citizen 

friendly and accountable administration is the focus of such type of government. 

Minimum Government and Maximum Governance- 

 Minimum government, when understood as the kind practised by Margaret Thatcher in the U.K. or Ronald Reagan 

in the U.S., meant a complete retreat of the state from spheres of economic activity. But in the Indian context it has 

some different meaning. It means government will have to do things very differently ie less activity in some spheres, 

much more activity in others. 

 In Indian context, state should retreat from spheres where it plays an obviously counterproductive role, like in 

making it difficult to do business through over-regulation or by overspending and busting the fiscal deficit, 

particularly on careless populism, with the end results being a crowding out of the productive private sector — 

which could use the same resources more efficiently and the easing of inflationary pressures on the economy. 

 On the other hand, it’s important to remember that minimum government is suffixed by maximum governance. At 

India’s level of per capita income, the state cannot retreat altogether. However, it has to be more efficient in carrying 

out its activities, whether it is the essential task of providing security/law and order or the provision of public goods 

like sanitation, primary education and primary health care or in the building of critical infrastructure like roads, 

ports and railways, all areas where private sector participation is bound to be limited.  
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Has the principle of Maximum governance implemented in India during last 3 years? 

 The present government is encouraging participation of private players through initiatives like Public-Private 

Partnership (PPP) particularly in infrastructural projects, Labor reforms, making provisions for ease of doing 

business (single window clearance), increased FDI in different sectors etc. 

 On the public sector, there is an attempt to weed out the underperforming enterprises which cannot survive without 

government dole while strengthening and giving autonomy to those which can thrive. 

 Union government has rationalized the Centrally Sponsored Schemes, abolished Planning Commission which 

adopted ‘top-down’ and ‘One Size Fits All’ approach, increased the devolution of to the states to 42% of the total 

revenue collection of the union government etc to increase the proactive roles of the state in nation building. For 

the first time, States have a say in Union policy — subcommittees of CMs have studied Skill India, Swachh Bharat, 

centrally sponsored schemes and digital payments. 

 The current government has emphasized the use of technology to reduce bureaucratic and administrative 

corruption. For eg use of Jandhan-Aadhar-Mobile (JAM) trinity, Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT), incentives for 

digital transactions etc. 

 Constitutionally, several critical policy subjects are in the domain of States (either in the State list or concurrent 

list) including land and labour policies, education and health. On land and labour, which are in the concurrent list, 

the Union government is encouraging States to legislate liberal laws. Some States have begun working on these. 

 The NITI Aayog is facilitating the work on land through providing model land-leasing laws. There is now a ranking 

of States on the Ease of Doing Business. There will soon be indices for health, education and water outcomes. Union 

government’s role is limited to conceptualizing the indices and monitoring their integrity and, of course, sharing 

best practices and model laws. The rest is in the domain of States. 

Although there are several initiatives in the direction of ‘Minimum government, Maximum governance’, there are certain 

skepticisms about this as some of the policies of the government do not exhibit this principle. Nation is waiting for Police 

and Administrative reforms, to bridge trust deficit between citizens and government, to improve administrative 

accessibility etc. Government seems to have over-regulated the CBFC, have made laws on the dietary habits of the people 

etc. India still lacks fiscal federalism particularly for the third tier of the government (Panchayats), which are grossly 

under-funded. 

Conclusion- 

Although there are several limitations, a beginning has certainly been made towards the achieving Maximum governance 

through Minimum government. The over-regulated economy cannot be expected to change overnight and it may take 

years to make these changes.  

 

Q) Critically analyse impact of big data on governance. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction :- Big data is a term for data sets that are so large or complex that traditional data processing application 

software is inadequate to deal with them. Challenges include capture, storage, analysis, data curation, 

search, sharing, transfer, visualization, querying, updating and information privacy. The term “big data” often refers 

simply to the use of predictive analytics, user behavior analytics, or certain other advanced data analytics methods that 

extract value from data, and seldom to a particular size of data set. “There is little doubt that the quantities of data now 

available are indeed large, but that’s not the most relevant characteristic of this new data ecosystem.” 

Almost 90% of the world’s data today was generated during the past two years, with 2.5 quintillion bytes of data added 

each day.  

The focal point of the concept of the big data can be understood as the consolidation and centralization of public data 

inputs from various spheres of activities like commercial, consumer based , census , or even Aadhar controlled personal 

information. 

 Big data with the government is a huge boon for governance . 

 It is basically an enabler; 

 It is more like a facilitator in the process of policy formulation for good governance. 
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 Consumer habits can be studied and such policies can be framed which would then be in line with the need of the 

hour for enhancing consumption expenditure which will would spur the supply of goods and services. 

 Patterns of investment , savings and expenditure can be revisited with changing time and govt can instil such 

changes in its policies as and when they happen. 

 Security of the state can be further enhanced by access to larger data related to public and it would even improve 

vigilance capacity of the government. 

 The analysis of vast amounts of data collected from the different devices that we use on a day-to-day basis provides 

an opportunity to discover hidden secrets and enables us to do predictive analysis and informed decision making 

across individual, organizational, societal, national and international levels. 

 One of the most critical aspects of Big Data is its impact on how decisions are made and who gets to make them. 

When data is scarce, expensive to obtain, or not available in digital form, it makes sense to let people with 

experience make decisions, based on patterns and relationships they have observed and internalized. 

 Leaders state their opinions about what the future holds, what’s going to happen, how well something will work, 

and so on as per their “intuition”—and then plan accordingly. 

 However, in the age of Big Data, leaders and managers in private organizations and government have to be data-

driven. They should have the courage to ignore their intuition and do what data says. This requires a change in 

mindset and effective training to make data-driven decisions. 

 While businesses have adopted Big Data and analytics in various forms very effectively to personalize offerings, 

and to improve business efficiency, governments have been laggards. The possible benefits of Big Data analytics in 

government could range from transforming government programmes and empowering citizens to improving 

transparency and enabling the participation of all stakeholders. 
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Some issues: 

 Cyber security: recent ransomware attacks have uncovered the vulnerability of even the developed countries 

towards hacking . 

 Needless to mention the centralization of data in itself is a security issue. and it was done away with under home 

secretary ship of Theresa may in case of UK in 2010. 

 Validation and verification is yet another issue :- It is said well begun is half done but imagine relying on false 

figures and facts and then formulating the policies. it would be like injecting more poison into the victim already 

bitten by the snake so verification must be done meticulously. 

 Big data is like a double edged sword and it will be wise to handle it with utmost care and conscience. 

 

Topic:  Pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity 

Q) It is said that in India the electoral road is tougher for single-issue parties, especially if 

they fail to build an identity base. Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

A political party is defined as an organized group of people with at least roughly similar political aims and opinions, that 

seeks to influence public policy by getting its candidates elected to public office. 

Political parties perform key tasks in a democratic society, such as 

 Soliciting and articulating public policy priorities and civic needs and problems as identified by members and 

supporters. 

 Socialising and educating voters and citizens in the functioning of the political and electoral system and the 

generation of general political values. 

 Balancing opposing demands and converting them into general policies. 

 Activating and mobilising citizens into participating in political decisions and transforming their opinions into 

viable policy options. 

 Channeling public opinion from citizens to government. 

 Recruiting and training candidates for public office. 

There are various factors that decide the political faith of the particular party. In India the very diverse socio economic 

and cultural conditions of people has made the political scenario as one of the most diverse and churning arena of social 

setup. The factors that influence the nature and existence of political party have been varied and changing over a time 

and area. The case of Aam Admi party and it journey raises the question over its existence. 

India since Independence has seen a number of cases where a party with a single issue was able to come to power, be it 

“Garibi Hatao” campaign of Indira or “Purna Kranti”-JP movement based on single ideology of ending corrupt Indira-

era. The single agenda has created mass movements during these years. The social conditions were in support of Public 

arousal to create a mass movement. 

Aam Admi party has come to the forefront as a solution to grave problem of corruption. The political conditions during 

phase of elections were so charged that it led to great majority for this party in NCR elections. The sustenance of the 

party cannot be dependent on the single issue. There are many contemporary aspects that make the political parties to 

diverse their agendas. The reasons are: 

 Change in priorities of voter base thus makes parties based on one issue obsolete: eg today dominant farmer group 

e.g. Kapu, patel, gujjar, jaat demanding for quota than subsidies, in UP election overcame caste loyalties and voted 

for development. 

 Many parties with similar ideologies e.g. in Haryana jaats being represented via several factions result division of 

votes. 

 Such parties with clear objectives have high pressure to either perform or perish: higher chance of incumbency e.g. 

RLD promises for farmers remain unfulfilled, further failed to build separate identity. 
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 Diversity of Indian culture and multiple identities resulting from it: parties can woo other members based on 

regionalism, casteism, linguistic pull, son of soil theory, communalism, quota promise, development promise thus 

parties tries to use tap multiple identity present in voter. 

 The rise in dominance of regional political parties has brought the regional sentiments to the National forum and 

thus diversity has been generated in National politics. 

 Single idea party voters evaluate the party on very specific parameters and if those parameters are not met then 

they do not vote in your favor. While a broad-based development agenda party tends to score positive in some areas 

and negative in some other areas. Thus, voter sentiment is not hurt to a great extent. 

Conclusion- 

Thus the single agenda based political parties are faced with more survival challenges as compared to broad-based 

agenda parties. 

 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations.  

Q) How is China factors affecting India – Sri Lanka relations? In your opinion, how should 

India engage with Sri Lanka? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- India has been following ” First Neighbourhood Policy” to reach out to its neighbours. However this 

has been significantly impacted by China’s efforts to increase her clout often to India’s detriment. This is reflected in 

case of Sri-Lanka in the following ways: 

 Bargaining Chip: China has tremendous potential to invest in countries and has been showing an active interest in 

Sri Lanka. This often becomes a bargaining chip for Sri-Lankans to tilt terms in their favour while signing 

agreements with India. 

 Security: China’s attempts to increase its influence in Indian Ocean through string of pearls has Sri Lanka as a 

strategic location. This runs against India’s influence. 

 

How should India engage with Sri-Lanka? 

 Long Term Vision:India should aim to invest in Sri Lanka with a long term vision. Investment in energy( oil-reserve 

built is welcome) and infrastructure ( For example- Trincomalee) which are important for development of Sri Lanka 

 Resolving perpetuating problems: Pestering issue of fisherman and human right violation especially those of 

Tamilians should be aimed to be resolved timely and comprehensively 
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 Guiding Light: India has rich experience of drafting a masterpiece of Constitution encompassing the protection of 

the interest of diverse citizens. India should extend help to Sri-Lanka whenever required, of course in a way that 

we don’t interfere in the porcess but merely serve as guiding light 

 Hedging China: Sri-Lanka is already embroiled in Balance-of-Payments issue. We should strive to highlight the 

inherent problems in Sri-Lankan courting China to invest further given the aggressive nature of China. This shall 

also help us further our interests too. 

Geographic, strategic, economic, cultural, citizen-centric international concerns warrant that India should actively 

engage with Sri-Lanka with a short term targets and long-term vision through stronger diplomacy. 

 

Q) It is argued that India should have its own foreign policy on Afghanistan and it should 

do more on its own initiative in Afghanistan. Discuss why such argument is made and 

reasons why India doesn’t have its own foreign policy in Afghanistan. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Central Asian countries are now the important aspect of world politics .the rise in Islamic fundamentalism and political 

instability in many parts of central Asia has made it a global hotspot of International attention. In Indian context the 

importance of Afghanistan is far beyond any doubt and thus needs a detailed analysis of the relation between the two 

countries. 

 

India Afghanistan relations: 

 India’s bilateral trade with Afghanistan stood at $684.47 million in 2014-15, an increase of 0.20 per cent over 

$683.10 million a year earlier, and 20.41 per cent higher than $568.44 million. 

 India also provided humanitarian aid to then Afghan President Najibullah’s government. Following the withdrawal 

of the Soviet forces, India continued to provide Najibullah’s government with humanitarian aid. 
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 India is the important partner in Heart of Asia conference which aims to stabilize the political conditions in 

Afghanistan. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Afghan President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani on December 25 inaugurated the 

newly built Afghan Parliament building. India has constructed the new building at a cost of about $90 million, as 

a sign of friendship. 

 India has delivered three Russia-made Mi-25 attack helicopters to Afghanistan in December last year. Reports 

suggest it is to deliver an additional helicopter soon. The defense level cooperation is one of the important dynamics 

of the relationship between two countries. 

 Salma Dam, officially the Afghan-India Friendship Dam, is a hydroelectric and irrigation dam project located on 

the Hari River in Chishti Sharif District of Herat Province in western Afghanistan. The Afghan cabinet renamed 

the Salma Dam to the Afghan-India Friendship Dam in a move to strengthen relations between the two countries. 

 In the aftermath of the 2008 Indian embassy bombing in Kabul, the Afghan Foreign Ministry quoted India as a 

“brother country” and the relationship between the two as one which “no enemy can hamper”. Relations between 

Afghanistan and India received a major boost in 2011 with the signing of a strategic partnership agreement 

 

Need of robust foreign policy for Afghanistan can be illustrated in following points. 

1. Source of Energy 

2. Geopolitically important location of Afghanistan. 

3. Security of Infrastructural developments by India in Afghanistan. Eg, Garland road in Afghanistan that will be 

linked to Chabahar port in Iran. The assured road connectivity to Central Asian countries independent of Pakistan 

is on Indian Agenda for longer times now. 

In spite of all above positive steps taken there is no specifies foreign policy by India towards 

Afghanistan. The reasons for this are: 

 Vacillating attitude of Afghan authorities between India and Pakistan is one of the main reasons. Political situation 

in Afghanistan limits India’s direct involvement which is a hindrance to engage itself proactively. 

 Active resistance of terrorist groups, unstable political environment, hostile relations with Pakistan and territorial 

barriers leave India with limited scope to have been actively involved with the affairs of Afghanistan. 
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 Dominant role played by world superpower USA has seriously impacted the India Afghanistan relations. The 

military interventions by USA are against the democratic principles that India holds. 

 The civil society needs to play important role to bring this aspect of Indian foreign policy under public discourse to 

give innovative ideas and push towards a consolidated foreign policy document by India for Afghanistan. 

Conclusion- 

Afghanistan should push itself to help this war torned nation. It is inevitable for India to have an Afghanistan centered 

foreign Policy of its own to act as a true regional power which takes responsibility and come forward in times of need. 

Peace in neighbor is the guarantee for peace in our own country. 

 

Q) In its own and also Bangladesh’s interest, should India yield to Bangladesh’s demands 

in Teesta issue? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- Sharing the waters of the Teesta river, which originates in the Himalayas and flows through Sikkim 

and West Bengal to merge with the Brahmaputra in Assam and (Jamuna in Bangladesh), is perhaps the most contentious 

issue between two friendly neighbours, India and Bangladesh. The river covers nearly the entire floodplains of Sikkim, 

while draining 2,800 sq km of Bangladesh, governing the lives of hundreds of thousands of people. For West Bengal, 

Teesta is equally important, considered the lifeline of half-a-dozen districts in North Bengal. Bangladesh has sought an 

“equitable” distribution of Teesta waters from India, on the lines of the Ganga Water Treaty of 1996, but to no avail. The 

failure to ink a deal had its fallout on the country’s politics, putting the ruling Awami League in a spot. 

 

Bangladesh’s claim of water is somehow just and requires a serious attention from India: 

 River Teesta feeds around 15 % of plains of Bangladesh. As Bangladesh is a country of peasants around 10 % 

population is directly dependent on Teesta for their livelihood. Though most of the catchment area of Teesta lies in 

India, claim of Bangladesh is not any less. 
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 India is also a lower riparian state in case of many rivers originated in NEPAL, China and Bhutan. Water sharing 

on equitable principles will pose a good example in front of other neighbours. 

 If we look at the diplomatic relationship between India & Bangladesh, specially Sekh Haseena has cooperated well 

with India, be the matter of dealing with NE extremist groups or cross border terrorism or extended support on 

road connectivity to NE states. India should not miss the opportunity to strengthen the ties. 

 India Bangladesh LBA took decades to finally see light of the day. Such delays cause loss of trust and is a dark spot 

on foreign diplomacy. Given the overall situation in neighbourhood where India- Nepal, Indo-Shri Lanka 

relationship is facing its own lows, India should not miss the chance to reaffirm its position in region. 

 

Q) “Executed properly, Aadhaar could become a central pillar of India’s “neighbourhood 

first” policy, culminating in the creation of a unique digital South Asian identity.” In the 

light of the statement, discuss how Aadhaar could be a good foreign policy tool. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

About Aadhar: 

Aadhaar is a 12 digit unique-identity number issued to all Indian residents based on their biometric and demographic 

data. The data is collected by the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI). Aadhaar is the world’s largest 

biometric ID system, with over 1.154 billion enrolled members as of 11 June 2017. As of this date, over 99% of Indians 

aged 18 and above had been enrolled in Aadhaar. Aadhaar is not a proof of citizenship, and does not grant any rights to 

domicile in India. 

A number of features make the Aadhaar card a digital identity, and facilitate digital identity as the : 

 The document of the card itself is electronic in PDF format, 

 A QR Code provides digital XML representation of some core details of the card. 

 The number and some limited details can be validated online (with the notable exclusion of the name), 

 Updating details can be done electronically using a mobile phone number and/or email as the second factor of 

authentication, 

 The system collects a photo, all 10 finger scans, and eye scan. 

Aadhar has received huge acclamation and approval from many parts of the world. The drive has been considered as a 

success by International community. The technology developed by India can be utilized by exporting it to the 

neighboring countries. Considering the stage of development of neighboring countries of India, Aadhar has the wide 

applicability and feasibility in these countries. 

Managing Big Data: 

Aadhaar-like platforms catalyze innovation by tailoring Big Data for governments and businesses alike. The political 

and economic leverage India will accrue as a result of enabling such entrepreneurship will surpass fixed investments by 

China. 

Technological integrity: 

There is another strategic reason for India to export the Aadhaar platform. Once a critical mass of Aadhaar-enabled 

applications has been created, interoperability standards for the digital ecosystem will be determined by the Unique ID 

programme. App developers, handheld manufacturers, and even Internet Service Providers will have to work around 

Aadhaar encryption standards and data protection guidelines. 

Efficient knowledge exchange: 

A digital identity-based scheme will not only authenticate the legitimate recipients of land, but also simplify future 

transactions for sale, leasing or commercial use. In Bangladesh, digital IDs could track loans made by multiple 

microfinance institutions to the same borrower and help check rural debt. 

Economic opportunity: 

Beyond collecting biometric data, however, South Asian governments have not been able to create digital ID-enabled 

applications. This is what Aadhaar has mastered, making it a very valuable foreign policy export. Its open application 
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programming interface (API) layers — known as “India Stack” — set Aadhaar apart from other biometric ID programme. 

India Stack APIs, which include the Unified Payment Interface (UPI) and Aadhaar e-KYC, allow applications to be built 

atop them (for example, the Bharat Interface for Money or BHIM app) and enable identity-driven transactions. Such 

platforms will be invaluable to an economy working to integrate its communities; exporting Aadhar on the wheels of 

foreign policy can help in the economic benefits to software companies that are involved in this type of security 

infrastructure. 

India’s foreign policy lays a lot of importance on neighborhood through its ‘Neighborhood First’ policy. Countries in our 

neighborhood are also trying to create digital identification tools for its citizens using biometric etc, but their efforts 

have resulted in limited success. While India has massively scaled up its bio metric identification platform through 

Aadhar successfully. Aadhar open Application Program interface allows building apps and service on it e.g.: UPI, BHIM 

etc 

Aadhaar is a constitutional technology that can build whole new information and communication technology 

ecosystems. New Delhi should appreciate its foreign policy value and integrate the project into its neighborhood agenda. 

 

Q) It is argued that Prime Minister of India’s second visit to Sri Lanka must help restore 

deeper cultural connect between the two nations. Discuss India’s cultural connect with 

Sri Lanka and how PM’s visit can deepen it. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s second visit to Sri Lanka in two years would hopefully launch a 

productive new phase in bilateral relations. Prime Minister has also sought to restore the deeper cultural connect 

between the two nations as part of his effort to go past the divisive discourse of the last few decades and rebuild mutual 

trust between Delhi and Colombo. That, precisely, is where an important dimension of his second visit to Colombo comes 

— the bonds of Buddhism that bind India and Lanka. 

The historic India-SL relation includes a lot of cultural tenets. For instance 

 Sacred Geography which encompasses the peaceful principles of Buddhism 

 Spiritual History – Both are well-mentioned in the epic of Valmiki, Ramayana. 

 Unique Tamilians lifestyle practices and livelihood options 

 Other socio-cultural activities like food, festival, etc. 

Such cultural connect becomes quite important in the context of second visit of Indian PM to SL in the last two years. 

This visit could deepen the cultural relation in following ways- 

 As the Prime Minister has to participate in International UN Vesak day, there is the probability of strengthening of 

the ‘Buddhism bond’ that binds both countries together. India should applaud SL’s special role in preserving 

Buddhist heritage through the centuries. 

 Our PM could emphatically communicate with thousands of Sri Lankan Tamils, especially with the people of recent 

Indian origin in central province, so as to better the Tamilians bonhomie on two sides. 

 The visit indicates that India is not adversely influenced by ‘narrow-domestic-political-consideration’ syndrome. 

 The visit would be a step towards eliminating the trust deficit as well as removing India’s perception as a regional 

bully. 

Conclusion :- In reclaiming the shared spiritual heritage with Lanka, recognizing its special position in the sacred 

geography of Buddhism, and acknowledging Colombo’s leadership role in Asia and the Indian Ocean, Prime Minister 

can help rebuild the special relationship with Lanka based on sovereign equality, mutual trust and common benefit. 

That could generate a more helpful environment for the resolution of long-standing problems and the expansion of all-

round bilateral cooperation. 
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Q) Recently, India’s Prime Minister addressed huge rally of Sri Lanka’s hill-country Tamils. 

Discuss the significance, status of and problems being faced by this community in Sri 

Lanka. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Recently Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Tamil dominated northern province in his two-day visit to Sri-

Lanka. When he addressed Malayaha Tamils at the Norwood grounds, he hailed them as the “indispensable backbone 

of Sri Lanka” emphasizing the important role played by them in Sri-Lanka. However this community still faces the 

exclusion from the main-stream political and economic opportunities. 

Significance and status- 

 Economic- 

Hill-country Tamils are important and integral part of the Tea-economy of the Sri-Lanka. Around quarter of the total 

population of these are employed in tea-estates. 

 Political- 

In Sri Lanka’s key 2015 presidential elections, hill-country or Malayaha Tamils decisively voted for the President 

Maithripala Sirisena-Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe opposition combine that ousted the authoritarian Mahinda 

Rajapaksa regime. 

 Cultural- 

Although Sri Lankan Tamils are culturally and linguistically distinct, genetic studies indicate that they are closely related 

to Sinhalese ethnic group in the island. The Sri Lankan Tamils are mostly Hindus with a significant Christian 

population.  

Sri Lankan Tamil literature on topics including religion and the sciences flourished during the medieval period in the 

court of the Jaffna Kingdom. Since the beginning of the Sri Lankan Civil War in the 1980s, it is distinguished by an 

emphasis on themes relating to the conflict. Sri Lankan Tamil dialects are noted for their archaism and retention of 

words not in everyday use in the Tamil Nadu state in India. 

Problems being faced by this community- 

 Hill-country leaders who met Mr. Modi sought greater assistance in education, which remains a crucial need. Most 

estate schools lack teachers for mathematics and science, limiting higher education and employment choices for 

students. 

 Although overall public health delivery system in Sri-Lanka is efficient and effective, public health delivery services 

and indicators in plantation areas are woefully inadequate. The India-funded hospital he inaugurated is no 

exception. Short-staffed and overburdened, it is struggling to serve the local community. 

 Several decades of neglect by the plantation companies and the state, that earned huge profits and export revenue 

from the estate workers’ cheap labour, have pushed hill-country Tamils to the margins of society.  

 Often quick to empathize with the northern Tamils, Tamil Nadu politicians are never heard speaking for Malayaha 

Tamils, who came from the State to work in British-owned plantations.  

 After decades of struggle over citizenship and the largely patronage-style politics of the Ceylon Workers’ Congress 

(CWC) that traditionally represented them, the community has hardly escaped its exclusion. The highly politicised 

trade unions have weakened as the estate labour force has shrunk. 

 Slow political progress on many fronts, including post-war reconciliation with minorities and a political solution 

to Tamil grievances.  

Conclusion- 

It will take substantial political commitment from the government to deliver what is due to this community and bridge 

the gap between the hill country and the rest of the island. Indian government needs to ensure that this minority 

community does not remain the passive beneficiaries of the Sri-Lankan government but becomes the rightful citizens of 

the country. 
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Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests 

Q) Examine which factors are stopping intra-regional trade in the South Asian region and 

how it’s affecting economies in South Asia. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction :- According to various report of World Bank and world economic forum South Asian region being least 

integrated have lowest intra regional trade among themselves. It can be attributed to following factor. 

Economic factor:  

 Being one of the poorest region along with sub Saharan for long with low share in external trade. Being 

underdeveloped almost all have placed high tariff and non tariff barrier. 

 Almost all country for long produced similar goods, resulting inter competition among self e.g. Bangladesh textile, 

Pakistan Basmati, Sri Lanka shrimp. 

 Fear of India size and rise : most feel their market will suffer from Indian import 

 India chooses bilateral over multilateral treaties, often ignoring present neighbor. 

Historical factor: mutual suspicion among countries held hostage economic integration. India reluctance to initiate 

SAARC and SAFTA poor performance can be attributed to it. 

Geographical factor: poor connectivity and nation self interest further inhibiting connectivity e.g. Pak denial to give 

passage to Afghan, Bhutan denial to join Motor vehicle pact, India suspicion to OBOR. 

Political factor: different ideology of countries e.g. democracy has taken roots in many countries recently. 

China Factor: Its not only responsible for split among ASEAN countries (SCS issue) but also raising discord among 

SAARC countries 

A robust intra trade can have multi fold impact on economy of region: seamless trade can Lower the cost of business, 

generate higher employment in all region, stabilize the domestic currency, can check the inflation by removing supple 

side constraint. Together can become global hub for textile, tourism and agricultural export 

Successful example of ASEAN and EU has shown in longer term it results into greater trust, stable relation, peaceful 

region and overall development. India with its sheer size and economy should take lead like it has taken with MVA, 

SAARC satellite, MFN accord to neighbour. 

 

Q) Examine progress made in India’s engagement with Turkey in recent years. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s visit to New Delhi from April 30 – May 1, 2017 generated intense debate 

about India-Turkey relations, especially in the context of the Turkish suggestion for a ‘multilateral dialogue’ to resolve 

the Kashmir issue. 

Progress made in India’s engagement with Turkey- 

From the bilateral viewpoint, the visit was focused on three aspects — improving trade; enhancing two-way flow of 

investments; and establishing closer counter-terrorism cooperation. 

 Political relations- 

1. The political relations between the two countries were not so good because of Turkey pro-Pakistan Kashmir 

stance and supporting China’s views on blocking India’s entry into NSG. 

2. However Turkey’s South Asia engagement is likely to deepen after India has renewed its interest in the 

Southern Corridor of Asia-Europe Rail (SCAER) project which will connect Istanbul with Kolkata, extendable 

further to Myanmar and Thailand. Officials from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, Kazakhstan, 

Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia and Turkey have already concluded their first meeting in New Delhi on 16 

March, 2017. 
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 Trans-Asian Railway (TAR) was originally proposed by United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 

and the Pacific (UNESCAP) in 1980s and endorsed by concerned countries in 1992. The rail link, if started, can 

revolutionise India’s trade connectivity to Central Asia, Europe and West Asia. 

 Turkey’s Kashmir stand- 

Turkish president talked about Turkey’s willingness to host a ‘multilateral dialogue’ to resolve the Kashmir issue ‘once 

and for all’. While it was seen as a diplomatic provocation, India remained poised in its response. 

This was not the first time that Turkey has raised the Kashmir issue or issued statements that contradicted the Indian 

position. Turkey has been instrumental in issuing statements on Kashmir from the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 

(OIC) forum and has been actively involved in the OIC over Kashmir. 

For example, in August 2016, Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu stated during a visit to Islamabad that ’Turkey 

fully supports Pakistan’s position on Jammu and Kashmir’ and that India should allow the OIC fact-finding team to visit 

Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Turkey-Pakistan-India- 

Traditionally, Pakistan and Turkey have maintained friendly relations and close ties. Pakistan has used its Islamic 

credentials since independence to evoke anti-India sentiments in Muslim capitals in the Middle East and countries like 

Iran, Saudi Arabia and Turkey had been supportive of the Pakistani stand on Kashmir.  

With the changing global situation and India’s improved bilateral relations with some of these countries, the situation 

has changed to a large extent. 

With Ankara, however, things have not changed much and a lack of strong bilateral relations has added to the problem. 

Ankara’s close political relations, economic links and ideological synthesis with Islamabad further complicate the issue. 

 Trade and commerce- 

1. Erdoğan was accompanied by a large business delegation including about 100 representatives of Turkish industry 

and business. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Erdoğan jointly addressed the India-Turkey Business 

Forum (ITBF), emphasizing on the possibilities and potential for improving bilateral trade and investment. 

2. India and Turkey are not major trading partners and do not feature even in the list of each other’s top 25 trading 

partners. However, the volume of trade is substantial and is in India’s favour. For example, in 2015-16, bilateral 

trade stood at USD 4.9 billion, with India exporting goods worth 4.14 billion and importing goods worth 776.94 

million. 

 The main items of Indian exports to Turkey are petroleum and petroleum products, vehicles, textile, plastics in 

primary forms, organic chemicals, etc. On the other hand, the majority of Indian imports from Turkey comprises 

of crude minerals and fertilizers, ferrous and non-ferrous ores, power generating equipment, chemicals and 

cultured pearls and jewellery. 

1. Bilateral investments have taken off in recent times and, according to Turkish sources, more than 180 Indian 

companies have operations in Turkey while as many as 14 Turkish companies have been operating in India. 

2. The two sides decided to enhance bilateral trade to USD 10 billion by 2020 from the current 6.4 billion and agreed 

for cooperation in the fields of information technology (IT), pharmaceuticals, health and tourism. Both sides also 

expressed ‘willingness to improve cooperation in the fields of hydrocarbons, renewable energy (solar and wind) 

and energy efficiency’. Further, the joint statement noted the ‘immense untapped potential for growth’ as far as the 

bilateral ‘trade and investment relations’ between India and Turkey are concerned. 

 Counter-terrorism- 

The present visit was focused on exploring possibilities for closer counter terrorism cooperation. India is concerned 

about some of its nationals joining the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), largely after becoming radicalized online. 

At the same time, Turkey has faced a number of terrorist attacks inside its territory, including the deadly New Year-eve 

attack in Istanbul. In this backdrop, there seems to be a mutual understanding regarding the need for closer counter 

terrorism cooperation. 

 Common Grounds 

Despite the major differences over the Turkish position on Kashmir and the diplomatic faux pas on the eve of the visit, 

there are some common grounds which the two sides are looking to capitalize on. Significantly, the bonding between 

PM Modi and President Erdoğan has played a role in advancing relations. 
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This is Erdoğan’s second visit to India after 2008 when he visited New Delhi as prime minister. But this is his first visit 

after Indian PM Narendra Modi came to power in May 2014. PM Modi visited Turkey for the G-20 summit in 2015 and 

held talks with Erdoğan on the sidelines of that summit. Both sides had then expressed the desire to realize trade and 

business potentials.27 Turkey’s support for the UNSC reform as well as India’s bid for a UNSC seat reflects mutual 

concerns about global affairs. Further, the possibilities for enhancing trade and commerce and investments and 

probabilities for closer counter-terrorism cooperation provide common grounds which India and Turkey can pursue to 

take bilateral relations forward. 

Looking Ahead 

India and Turkey are driven by the desire to tap the possibilities for business, trade and investments. In recent times a 

number of Indian companies have started their operations in Turkey and many Turkish businesses are showing interest 

in the Indian market. Moreover, there is a momentum as far as people-to-people contacts is concerned with the number 

of Indian tourists visiting Turkey increasing significantly in the past decade. At the same time, the popularity of the 

Indian entertainment industry and films in Turkey has witnessed a rise. Undoubtedly, Erdoğan’s visit comes at a crucial 

time with India’s growing international stature and geostrategic developments in the Middle East. India-Turkey 

relations are expected to gradually move in a positive direction based on new found interests and some common 

grounds. However, given the diplomatic entanglements, it would be difficult to anticipate that the relations are set to 

take off immediately. 

 

Q) While Westinghouse Electric Co. is slated to build 6 nuclear reactors in India, several 

prominent voices have called for India not to enter into a contract with the bankrupt firm. 

In your opinion, what should India do? Substantiate. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction :- The Westinghouse Electric Corporation was an American manufacturing company. It was founded on 

January 8, 1886, as Westinghouse Electric Company and later renamed Westinghouse Electric Corporation by inventor 

and entrepreneur George Westinghouse (1846–1914). George Westinghouse had previously founded the Westinghouse 

Air Brake Company. The corporation purchased CBS broadcasting company in 1995 and became CBS Corporation in 

1997. 

This US nuclear industry giant, which was acquired by Japanese conglomerate Toshiba in 2007, filed for bankruptcy in 

March this year on account of mismanagement and billions of dollars of cost overruns for the construction of four 

nuclear reactors in the US states of Georgia and South Carolina. 

Within days of the announcement on Westinghouse, which is slated to build six nuclear reactors in India at Kovvada, 

Andhra Pradesh, several prominent voices called for India not to enter into a contract with the bankrupt company.  

India should not sign the deal:- 

 Westinghouse going into bankruptcy causes much larger problems than just the financial consequences. With the 

bankruptcy filing, no creditors will come forward to lend the approximately $7 billion needed to bankroll the India 

project in the first phase.  

 In terms of capital costs, each Westinghouse 1000 MWe reactor will cost approximately three times the cost of two 

500 MWe India-designed heavy-water reactors today, and perhaps eight times the cost of equivalent coal-powered 

supercritical power plants. 

 Not a single AP1000 Westinghouse reactor is in operation anywhere in the world today.  

 In view of these difficulties, it is best to completely keep away from agreeing to purchase the Westinghouse AP1000 

reactors. In fact, the current status of world energy technology does not warrant the inclusion and consideration of 

nuclear power of any kind in the energy basket of our nation. 

However similar problem had aroused with Areva. The French Areva has already been in deep financial trouble for 

longer than Westinghouse. Areva is in effect  already bankrupt and has already stopped issuing financial statements. It 

has been taken over by the government, which is trying to revive it. Areva is expected to build two big 1650 MW 

reactors  in India initially and six in total. 

Many observers then thought that India would back out of the deal but they came back with renewed confidence in the 

collaboration. 
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Areva offered a bit of incentive just as they had offered the Chinese. L&T and other homegrown companies may be 

involved in providing some of the parts. So we will have some pieces “made in India. 

Hence giving a relook to deal is necessary:- 

 Contract says for establishing 6 III rd generation reactors which will be a much needed push for India’s nuclear 

power program. These reactors are built on AP1000 technology and are far more compact and safe than the earlier 

ones. 

 Toshiba is willing to sell Westinghouse, if India issues a bid to buy the company while raising funds via PPP modes, 

it can be a out of the box and far sighting decision. Rest of the financial requirements can be met by bringing US & 

Japanese counterparts on to tables. 

 Westinghouse is building 3rd generation reactors in other countries as UK, France, Germany etc. This will bring 

India at par with nuclear power countries, which is diplomatically a big step toward achieving NSG membership. 

 This deal can take Indo -US relationship at new highs. As this decision may save many jobs in America. At this time 

when many Indian job’s in America are facing a wrath of revised visa norms this deal can be used as a bargaining 

instrument. 

Conclusion :- Not making a bid will bring no gain and might even disrupt the India-US nuclear deal if no agreement is 

reached on the construction of the six reactors by the belaboured company. but India needs to be extra cautious in its 

negotiations for setting up nuclear power plants. Other options can be South Korea. They are building four reactors in 

UAE. They undercut Westinghouse and Areva in the bidding. For India, the Russians have been only reliable option 

right now, which is going forward strong. 

 

Q) Examine India’s concerns on China’s “Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI) and analyse how 

it can counter BRI. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- The Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-century Maritime Silk Road, also known as the Belt and 

Road Initiative (B&R) and The Belt and Road (B&R), is a development strategy proposed by Chinese President Xi 

Jinping that focuses on connectivity and cooperation between Eurasian countries, primarily the People’s Republic of 

China, the land-based “Silk Road Economic Belt” (SREB) and the oceangoing “Maritime Silk Road” (MSR). The strategy 

underlines China’s push to take a larger role in global affairs, and the desire to coordinate manufacturing capacity with 

other countries in areas such as steel manufacturing. 

The Belt and Road initiative is geographically structured along 6 corridors, and the maritime silk road. 

 New Eurasian Land Bridge, running from Western China to Western Russia 

 China–Mongolia–Russia Corridor, running from Northern China to Eastern Russia 

 China–Central Asia–West Asia Corridor, running from Western China to Turkey 

 China–Indochina Peninsula Corridor, running from Southern China to Singapore 

 Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Corridor, running from Southern China to India 

 China–Pakistan Corridor, running from South-Western China to Pakistan 

 Maritime Silk Road, running from the Chinese Coast through Singapore to the Mediterranean 

Issues for India on OBOR: 

The China-Pakistan Economic corridor runs through POK, thus politically it threatens to legitimise Pakistan’s 

occupation of POK . India has always taken a very rational and democratic stand on issue of POK. The OBOR will bring 

CPEC to life through trade and transport activities. In such case the Indian stand about its Geographical integrity comes 

under the question. 

The OBOR project is essentially part of China’s expansionist designs starting with Asia. The immediate fallout will be 

increased ease of cooperative action between Pakistan and Chinese forces. Also, worryingly, the Chinese Army will get 

deeper access and deployment in Kashmir. 

The economic purpose of the OBOR is the type of new economic imperialism which will be established in very close 

vicinity of India geographically. Opening markets, building new trade routes, projecting power from the Suez to 
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Shanghai, setting up alliances will distort the India trade patterns and profitable potential that exist for India in near 

future. 

 

Steps to counter OBOR 

It is not possible for India to oppose and stop the expansion of OBOR due to sheer strength of China along with the role 

of multiple International players. India can secure its position through various measures such as: 

 Promoting regional connectivity :- The neighbor first approach will help to counter certain elements of OBOR 

initiative. The projects such as Mekong Ganga cooperation, BCIM initiative, India Myanmar Thailand highway are 

the some of the projects that needs immediate attention in order to strengthen the regional connectivity for India. 

 Internal connectivity:-India should ramp up its own internal connectivity especially in North East and on its border 

regions. The strong internal connectivity only can support the well-integrated networks of connectivity with 

neighbor countries. 

 Institutional building:-The trade related infrastructure need to be enhanced in order to sustain in the competition 

that will be created by OBOR connectivity. The institution building is also important to maintain the intern security 

in efficient manner for longer duration. 

 Maritime security:-India has long coastline that provides huge opportunity for maritime trade to various part of 

the world. The maritime trade can provide a counter strategy to OBOR in an efficient manner. 

India has a common long-term interest with Beijing, in promoting regional connectivity. India must, focus on debating 

the specific terms of individual projects rather than having to say “Yes” or “No” to the BRI as a whole. The integrated 

and cooperative approach can go a long way for mutual benefits of both the countries. Both neighbors share a highly 

strategic relationship spun around economic cooperation. 

 

Q) China’s One Belt One Road (OBOR) strategy envisions an overland Silk Road Economic 

Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road to foster trade and enter new markets. 

Examine its features and implications for China and India. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- The Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-century Maritime Silk Road, also known as the Belt and 

Road Initiative (B&R) and The Belt and Road (B&R), is a development strategy proposed by Chinese President Xi 

Jinping that focuses on connectivity and cooperation between Eurasian countries, primarily the People’s Republic of 

China, the land-based “Silk Road Economic Belt” (SREB) and the oceangoing “Maritime Silk Road” (MSR). The strategy 

underlines China’s push to take a larger role in global affairs, and the desire to coordinate manufacturing capacity with 

other countries in areas such as steel manufacturing 
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What is the Belt and the Road? 

The strategy aims to connect Asia, Europe and Africa, particularly the developing East Asia economic circle at one end 

and developed European economic regions at the other. The Belt refers to the Silk Road Economic Belt which comprises 

three overland routes: connecting China, Central Asia, Russia and Europe; linking China with the Persian Gulf and the 

Mediterranean Sea through Central Asia and West Asia; and connecting China with Southeast Asia, South Asia and the 

Indian Ocean. The Road refers to the 21st century Maritime Silk Road designed to push trade from China’s coast to 

Europe through the South China Sea and the Indian Ocean in one route, and from China’s coast through the South China 

Sea to the South Pacific in the other. 

Implications for China 

 China is obviously going to benefit from the “Belt and Road Initiative,” but what is unclear is to what extent. Critics 

said that Beijing is going for a bigger role as a global superpower. With this in mind, having a direct link to major 

countries may not only boost its economic power, but also its political clout in both the Western and Eastern 

hemisphere. 

 Also, many of China’s production sectors have been facing overcapacity since 2006. The Chinese leadership hopes 

to solve the problem of overproduction by exploring new markets in neighbouring countries through OBOR. The 

OBOR initiative will provide more opportunities for the development of China’s less developed border regions. 

 China also intends to explore new investment options that preserve and increase the value of the capital 

accumulated in the last few decades. OBOR has the potential to grow into a model for an alternative rule-maker of 

international politics and could serve as a vehicle for creating a new global economic and political order. 

 China has cash and deposits in Renminbi equivalent to USD 21 trillion, or two times its GDP, and expects that the 

massive overseas investment in the OROB will speed-up the internationalization of the Renminbi. 

 OBOR is also seen as a strategic response to the military ‘re-balancing’ of the United States to Asia. 

 China can also benefit from the New Silk Road project through other means like the easing up of growth of state-

owned enterprises as well as an increase in the Chinese people’s income.   

Implications on India :- 

 From Indian perspective the entire proposal has to be seen in the context of broader geo strategic implications for 

India particularly in the Indian Ocean. 

 The strategic objectives of MSR raise questions of Chinese real intentions. China has steadily expanded its influence 

in the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea by building ports in Sri Lanka, Pakistan and helping build Sandia Deep Sea 

port in Bangladesh apart from other Indian Ocean littoral engagements through a strategy generally referred to as 

String of Pearls. 
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 Scenario is accentuated by Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka pledging support to President Xi Jinping’s MSR 

initiative as part of the overall Asian Security Plan. 

 Given the emerging scenario, concerns in New Delhi are that countries like Bangladesh and Sri Lanka could be 

further drawn into the Chinese orbit. One of the reasons for the regional outreach of the Modi government is to 

prevent such a potentially disturbing development by restabilising Indian credibility with its neighbours. 

 Indian Ocean is largely seen by Indian political and strategic establishment as an area of Indian domination and 

influence. Just like the Chinese, India needs to protect its core areas of interests such as trade, economy and 

resources driving the outreach of India’s maritime interests. 

However there are some positive implications for Indians as well :- 

 Chinese railways, highways, ports and other capacities can serve as catalysts and platforms for sustained Indian 

double-digit growth. Simultaneously, India can focus on developing last-mile connectivity in its own backyard 

linking to the OBOR — the slip roads to the highways, the side tracks to the Iron Silk Roads. 

 Currently, India has neither the resources nor the political and economic weight to put in place competitive and 

alternative connectivity networks on a global scale. Therefore, for the time being, it may be worthwhile to carefully 

evaluate those components of the OBOR which may, in fact, improve India’s own connectivity to major markets 

and resource supplies and become participants in them just as we have chosen to do with the AIIB and the NDB. 

 

Q) Discuss critically the nature and implications of new evolving multilateral order in the 

world. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

As America and parts of Europe contemplate protectionism and globalization and free trade come under threat, the new 

question is emerging that “Can China emerge as a leader in the new world order? 

Nature- 

 Waning power of USA– 

The global influence of USA is on the decline with the new American President being inward looking and diverting from 

the policies of his predecessor. For eg withdrawing of USA from TPP and Paris Climate deal, restriction on immigration 

etc. 

 Rise of China- China has become 2nd largest economy in the recent years and it is expected to overtake USA in 

near future. China has challenged the institutions like WB, IMF etc dominated by USA and has established new 

institutions like AIIB, NDB (BRICS), thus creating its own space in the international arena. 

The recently concluded OBOR meet in Beijing could further increase the global footprints of China in Asia, Europe and 

Northern Africa. This could seriously limit the American influence in these regions. 

 A fragile Europe– 

Europe is greeted with the problems like Slowing of economies, ageing population, disintegrating tendencies in EU with 

the withdrawal of Britain and revivalist aggressive Russia (annexation of Crimea) etc. The European order is finding it 

difficult to revive its old glory and could be subjected to domination either by America or rising China. 

 Revival of Russia- 

Russia seems to have found new grounds in the emerging global order to establish itself as a strong geo-political power 

even if not strong economic power. It has successfully countered USA in Ukraine, Syria and Afghanistan. Further, along 

with China it could form strong anti-USA block to make itself a strong contender in the new global order. 

 Steady rise of India- 

Among all this turmoil, India is carving its own niche mostly with its soft power. India continues to maintain good 

relations with mutually hostile countries like USA and Russia, Iran and Saudi Arabia, Israel and other Arab countries 

etc. Also India has created strong ties with the African countries. India’s huge diaspora has helped her immensely to 

increase its global footprints. However in recent times the relations with the China have strained particularly because of 
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border dispute and China’s proximity with the Pakistan. Further China seems to contain India within South Asia itself 

by helping Pakistan and other South Asian countries through its funding and infrastructure building.   

Implications- 

 Western powers cannot limit the rise of emerging countries like China and India. Hence unless and until western 

powers reform the existing international institution like WB, IMF etc, it could lead to antagonism between them 

and other emerging powers. Its reflection could be seen in the organizations like BRICS and SCO, institutions like 

AIIB and NDB. 

 The civil war in Syria, unstable Afghanistan, belligerent North Korea and boiling West Asia are result of the hostility 

among leading powers of the world. Further this could prove as an indication for what could happen if this mutual 

hostility is not turned into mutual cooperation. 

 The new global order led by China and India could give more voice to the developing countries at the global platform 

like WTO, World Bank, IMF etc. This could also help them to resist the domination of industrially developed 

countries. 

 Newly industrialized nations like South Korea, Malaysia along with China and India are emerging as new 

powerhouses of export and manufacturing items. These countries also enjoy the young and productive human 

resource to supplement their economic rise. 

Conclusion- 

As America’s status as the world’s foremost economic power hangs in the balance and clear emergence of multipolar 

global order could bring the unprecedented changes in the geo-strategic and economic arena of the present world order. 

 

Q) Why is India not part of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)? Does India’s absence matter 

to China? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- The Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-century Maritime Silk Road, also known as the Belt and 

Road Initiative (B&R) and The Belt and Road (B&R), is a development strategy proposed by Chinese President Xi 

Jinping that focuses on connectivity and cooperation between Eurasian countries, primarily the People’s Republic of 

China, the land-based “Silk Road Economic Belt” (SREB) and the oceangoing “Maritime Silk Road” (MSR). The strategy 

underlines China’s push to take a larger role in global affairs, and the desire to coordinate manufacturing capacity with 

other countries in areas such as steel manufacturing 
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The Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation, or BRF was held on May 14–15, 2017 in Beijing, and claimed 

to draw 29 foreign heads of state and government and representatives from more than 130 countries and 70 

international organizations. 

India has stayed away from the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) summit which began in Beijing citing sovereignty, 

procedural and leadership issues.  

 India has cited the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), which passes through Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir 

as the main reason for refusing to participate in the summit. Sovereignty and territorial integrity issues, which tie 

in with the nationalist nature of prime minister Modi’s government, are clearly top of the agenda. 

 Beijing, did not take Delhi in confidence when it unilaterally decided to introduce and implement projects in many 

of the South Asian countries. Such projects in their current form not only have the potential to push the countries 

into financial crisis having direct bearing on India but also have strategic implications for Delhi during times of 

conflict. 

 The fact that the Chinese have begun to deploy 30,000 “security personnel” to protect the projects along the CPEC 

route makes it an active player in the politics of the Indian sub-continent. Its not a commercial project only. 

 External Affairs minister Sushma Swaraj, soon after taking over in May 2014, told her counterpart Wang Yi that 

India’s “One China” policy must be congruent to China’s “One India” policy, meaning, the Chinese must be sensitive 

to India’s claims in Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir. But the Chinese went ahead with the CPEC. 

 More recently, China has been reluctant to proscribe Jaish-e-Mohammed chief Masood Azhar at the UN Security 

Council as well as refuse India full membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group. India’s decision to allow the Dalai 

Lama to visit Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh didn’t go down well in Beijing. 

 Ironically, India is the second largest contributor to the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), which has 

allocated $100 billion for BRI and also funds the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor. India has 

over 8 per cent voting rights at AIIB, and remains rightly concerned about the larger strategic issues of the BRI. 

Conclusion :- Certainly, the battle for South Asia has been joined. Delhi is clearly worried about China’s expanding 

presence in its own neighbourhood – which it believed to be part of its own sphere of influence. But China’s maritime 

understanding with Sri Lanka, its decision to sell eight submarines to Pakistan and enhance the facilities at Gwadar port, 

prowl the Indian Ocean with its submarines as well as build a base in Djibouti in Africa have enraged New Delhi. 

 

Q) How will India be affected in future by China’s the Belt and Road Initiative (B&R)?Do 

you think it’s non-participation in this initiative shows that India is nervous? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Recently China concluded its first Belt and Road Forum. While 130 countries participated, of which at least 68 are now 

part of the $900-billion infrastructure corridor project, India boycotted the event, making its concerns public hours 

before the forum commenced in Beijing. India’s reservations, according to External Affairs Ministry are threefold. 

 One, the B&RI’s flagship project is the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, which includes projects in the Gilgit-

Baltistan region, ignoring India’s “sovereignty and territorial integrity”. 

 Two, the B&RI infrastructure project structure smacks of Chinese neo-colonialism, and could cause an 

“unsustainable debt burden for communities” with an adverse impact on the environment in the partner countries. 

 And three, there is a lack of transparency in China’s agenda, indicating that New Delhi believes the B&RI is not just 

an economic project but one that China is promoting for political control. 

How India would be affected? 

Negative impacts- 

 India could miss out an opportunity to build and utilize massive infrastructural projects in areas like Roads, 

Railways, ports etc. For sustaining high economic growth, India needs huge investment in such infrastructural 

projects. India on its own is finding it difficult to finance them. 
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 ‘Belt and Road’ initiative or ‘One Belt, One Road’ is inter-continental connectivity project. The slowing world 

economy could be rejuvenated through such projects. India cannot afford to lose out on such trans-regional project 

on account of hegemonic issues with the China. 

 Indian budding industries need markets beyond India to grow, expand and to compete with the best industries of 

the world. Refusing to join OBOR could place Indian Industries at the disadvantageous position vis-à-vis other 

nation’s industries. 

 The increasing wider and broader support to the China’s OBOR could invite geo-strategic isolation to India in near 

future. This could reduce India’s influence over the countries in the neighborhood and extended neighborhood. 

Positive impact- 

 India is mulling over a plan to create its own connectivity projects like Project Mausam, BBIN etc. China’s OBOR 

could act as stimulus and intensify India’s efforts to build infrastructure projects in Asia-Pacific region. 

 China’s aggressive approach has brought like-minded countries like India, Japan etc together to counter the 

Chinese influence in the Asia-Pacific and Eurasian region. 

 India is too big country to overlook and to invite international isolation. The hype and fear factor created by Chinese 

media has little merit and substance in it. However India should learn from its past mistakes and should hasten 

the process of project building in other countries like Myanmar, Iran etc. 

 By avoiding China’s OBOR, India could prevent itself from getting entangled into Chinese debt trap and thereby 

allowing it to dictate its terms. 

Is India nervous in non-participation in OBOR? 

Rather than being nervous, India is more skeptical of joining OBOR.  As mentioned earlier, CPEC violates the territorial 

integrity of India and despite India’s vocal protest, China has been reluctant to address India’s concerns. 

Further China has fallen short of bringing transparency and status of equality among member nations of OBOR. The 

project is Chinese revelation and is being executed unilaterally which makes India skeptical of joining it. 

The geopolitical intentions of the China seem to have been hidden behind the economic outlook of the project. This 

could hamper the India’s position in Eurasian region. 

Conclusion- 

Both India and China are emerging economies and need to co-operate each other in order to achieve high level of socio-

economic development. If China adopts the attitude of mutual cooperation and allays India’s concerns regarding 

territorial sovereignty and transparency, OBOR could prove to be game changer for both the countries. 

 

Q) Do you think China’s motives behind the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) truly benign? 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

The inaugural meet of the ‘One Belt, One Road’ (OBOR) concluded in the Beijing on 14th-15th of May 2017. BRI involves 

the continental connectivity of China to Central and West Asia and onwards to Europe (the ‘belt’ part) and maritime 

connectivity of China’s southern coast to Africa via South-East Asia (the ‘road’ part). Although it is true that China’s 

plans to build huge infrastructural capacities in Asia that could help all the member countries to develop their economy, 

the project also seems to have hidden geo-political and geo-strategic dimensions. 

Suspicion about China’s motives- 

India was conspicuous by its absence in the inaugural meet and expressed its reservations just before the meet. Though 

India has sovereignty issue with the CPEC, the China’s previous projects in other countries make India apprehensive of 

joining OBOR. 

These apprehensions do have historical basis. The previous Chinese investments in the continent of Africa as well as in 

India’s neighbourhood in Sri Lanka and Myanmar have faced strong local backlash for several reasons. 
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 Many of the projects have proved economically unviable, thus impeding the ability of recipient countries to service 

the loans. A debt to equity swap leaves them with the undesirable option of China owning strategic assets in their 

countries which can likely be used for military purposes. 

 The tempting loans come with many riders and the recipient countries have to source much of their material from 

China. Often, a Chinese state-owned enterprise leads the project and large numbers of labourers, including low-

skilled ones, are imported from China itself. 

 All kinds of charges, ranging from environmental degradation to labour exploitation, have been levelled against 

Chinese companies. 

 The BRI has not had a better start. Pakistan, which has been slavish in accepting Chinese demands, has baulked at 

the tariffs for power produced by projects under Cpec. 

 The refinery built by a Chinese state-owned company in Kyrgyzstan has found it difficult to source crude oil. 

Political and social discontent in the Central Asian country is already growing. 

 One should remember that not long ago, entire national election campaigns were held on an anti-China plank in 

countries like Zambia and Sri Lanka. 

All these facts make China’s motives behind the project suspicious. Even those countries who have been part of inaugural 

meet of OBOR have hidden apprehensions but could not resist the temptations receiving huge sums of money as loans.    

Conclusion- 

A wait-and-watch strategy on the BRI does no harm for the moment but New Delhi should simultaneously step up its 

infrastructure building in India and the neighbourhood. It should look to pool its resources with the Japanese 

Partnership for Quality Infrastructure (PQI). Even if India and Japan cannot match the scale and ambitions of BRI, they 

will gradually begin to attract partners which will likely be alienated as the true costs and motives of Chinese investments 

begin to show 

 

Q) Why do you think Russia, USA and India’s neighbours are taking keep interest in 

China’s Belt and Road Initiative? Does India stand isolated? In terms of geopolitics, 

examine whether India’s stance vis a vis BR initiative is justified or not. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- India decided to stake out a clear position of defiance against the Belt & Road Initiative (B&RI), an 

ambitious Chinese idea that seeks to reshape the Eurasian geo-economic space. India’s absence in Beijing’s high-profile 

summit with representatives from over 100 countries, including 29 heads of state, has evoked surprise and debate. USA 

, Russia and Indian Neighbour Took part in Meeting due to following reason :- 

 USA took U turn on last minute and sent delegation – It’s just sign to peruse china to pacify the north Korean 

Missile and nuclear programme. 

 For Russia , BRI is concomitant to her policy to deepened integration with Eurasia and It also provide Russian 

opportunity to expand her Oil and gas market. 

 Indian neighbour are mainly belong to developing world. They need the investment to develop own infrastructure 

and that why they show great interest in BRI. 

Many perceived it as it Indian isolation but it not case as under as India have own projects to connect 

with Europe , Central Asia and Middle east as under :- 

 Chabahar – Delaram – Zerang road to connect Afghanistan and Iran. 

 North south transport corridor network of the 7000 km to connect Russia and Central Asia through meditteranean 

and Iran route. 

 India also enter Ashgabat agreement which complement the north south corridor network. 

As far as Indian Stand is matter , There is two school of Though as under :- 

 BRI is not zero sum game as Russia and USA have own issues with china than also they join it as it provide 

opportunity to full fill own interest. 
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 Second school believed that , BRI is related to the Core concern of the India that is Question of sovereignty. So 

India stand to boycott BRI is well moved step. 

 

Q) Examine how and why is India trying to balance its relations with Palestine and Israel. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Recently Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas visited India and acknowledged the India’s consistent support for the 

cause of Palestine. Also Indian PM will travel to Israel in the month of July to become India’s 1st PM to do so after 

independence. The main purpose of this visit would be strengthening the ties between the two countries as Israel has 

become important partner in India’s foreign policy in the view of its increasing participation in providing latest 

technology in defence and security to India. 

Why and How India is trying to balance its relations with the Palestine and Israel? 

 The balancing of Israel-Palestine act is underpinned by a confluence of competing values and interests driving 

India’s Middle East policy: Third World solidarity, non-violence, domestic politics, and expanding strategic and 

economic interests. 

 For most of the period since independence, India identified with the Palestinian struggle, spurred by a mix of anti-

colonial solidarity with Arab states and commitment to the Non-Aligned Movement. India voted against Israel’s 

entry into the UN, and voted for Zionism to be condemned alongside racism. Despite this, New Delhi also projected 

an image of neutrality, recognizing the state of Israel in 1950. At the social level, India was known as one of the 

friendliest destinations for Israeli tourists. 

 Post-Cold War, Delhi furthered this neutral image.  India became the first non-Arab state to recognize Palestine in 

1988 and subsequently established diplomatic relations with Israel in 1992 after consulting with Palestinian 

Liberation Organization leader Yasser Arafat. 

 Another key driver of Indian policy coming under pressure was revealed in a statement by Indian President Pranab 

Mukherjee that “Our bilateral relations [with Israel] are independent of our relations with Palestine”. This driver 

is India’s tradition of neutrality – being a “friend-to-all” and keeping individual relationships free from entangling 

alliances. 

 India’s relationships with Palestine and Israel are totally separate, and should be weighed on their own merits. The 

former is about principled support for a cause; the latter is based on national interest. 

 In recent decades India strengthened ties with Israel, including buying arms. India recently signed three defence 

deals with Israel amounting to $ 3 billion, which included the acquisition of 164 targetting pods to be used by the 

Indian Air Force, and a number of precision-guided bombs. Israeli avionics have been routinely used on Russian 

defence hardware that is sold to India. While the Palestinians cannot provide India trade or military technology 

like Israel can, there are certain strategic gains for India of not alienating them. India is seeking permanent UN 

Security Council membership, requiring support from the Arab world and developing countries more broadly. 

Conclusion- 

Expanding strategic and economic stakes mean that Delhi will find it increasingly difficult to always be a “friend to 

all”.  But the evolving reality in the region ensures that India has greater leverage than before. The optimal balance of 

the competing drivers of India’s Middle East policy may indeed result in continuing a somewhat neutral stand. 

Neutrality makes Delhi a more valuable diplomatic partner, giving India more leverage with Israel, Palestine, Arab states 

and Iran. If present government led by Narendra Modi can accurately gauge the value Middle Eastern countries place 

on ties with Delhi, it could be possible to achieve India’s interests while still adhering to its values. 
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Q) Write a note on election process that is being conducted in Iran and impact of its 

outcome on India and other countries. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- Iran elects on national level a head of state and head of government (the president), 

a legislature (the Majlis), and an “Assembly of Experts” (which elects the Supreme Leader). Also City and Village 

Council elections are held every four years throughout the country. The president is elected for a four-year term by the 

people. The Parliament or Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majlis-e Shura-ye Eslami) has 290 members, elected for a 

four-year term in multi- and single-seat constituencies. Elections for the Assembly of Experts are held every eight years. 

All candidates have to be approved by the Guardian Council.  

Irans political structure:- 

The national election process is different from India in the following ways; 

 The election itself is to offices whose powers and responsibilities are constrained by the theocracy and other classes 

unlike in India where the constitution sets clearly defined roles for each arm of government. 

 The list of electors is vetted by the clerical council to weed out names considered undesirable, whereas in India 

there is freedom to contest in election, if eligible by law. 

 Little to no oversight mechanism unlike in India which has a powerful election commission to oversee elections. 

 Elections in India (at the centre) are limited to two houses, president and vice president. Whereas in Iran in 

addition to president and the legislature, a powerful theological body called the clerical committee is also elected 

every 8 years. 

Comment on recent political happenings:- 

 Iran’s election is a complex process that is partially managed and partially reflects the popular will. At least 120 

people have registered as candidates. The clerical Guardian Council will vet the candidates and publish the final 

list on April 27, removing most dissidents. Thereafter the election is expected to be free. 

 It is not clear if Mr. Ahmadinejad intends to stay as a candidate or plans to shape the election agenda in favour of 

the hardliners. As of now, the most powerful conservative candidate is Ebrahim Raisi, a close ally of Ayatollah 

Khamenei and a clear favourite of the clerical establishment. 

 For the conservatives, this is an opportunity to reclaim the presidency — one of the three main pillars of the Iranian 

state, but the only one with a popular mandate — and reclaim legitimacy for their hard-line agenda. For the 

moderates, the challenge is to push back the strongman narrative of the conservatives and shape the agenda around 

economic development and incremental freedoms, as opposed to strengthening theocracy and a stand-off with the 

West. 

 In 2013, Mr. Rouhani had shown the political aptitude to stitch together an alliance with moderates as well as 

conservatives who had fallen out with the clerical establishment, while cashing in on popular impatience with the 

Ahmadinejad government. It is time the political climate changed. It may take greater political guile for Mr. 

Rouhani to withstand the hardliners’ campaign at a time when economic troubles and regional challenges remain 

and the U.S. is again taking a confrontationist stance towards Tehran. 

Impact of Iran’s election on India and other countries :- 

 Iran has coexisted in tense relations with the U.S., European Union and other developed economies since the 

Iranian Islamic revolution in 1979. These tensions reached a peak in the decade of 2000 with the application of 

economic sanctions by major world economies and other UN members against Iran’s nuclear development 

program, which was promoted by hard-line conservative governments in the country. 

 In 2015 under the leadership of moderate reformist President Hassan Rouhani, Iran successfully negotiated the 

removal of sanctions in exchange for the revision of its nuclear program. It also gained the prospect of more 

peaceful relations with major world powers and neighbouring countries in Central Asia and the Middle East. 

 The 2017 presidential elections in Iran will determine whether hard-line conservative political factions are restored 

to power and tensions are renewed; or whether the current moderate regime can retain power to promote the 

continued easing of tensions and re-integration of Iran into the global economy. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/05/22/2-write-note-election-process-conducted-iran-impact-outcome-india-countries/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/05/22/2-write-note-election-process-conducted-iran-impact-outcome-india-countries/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/all-eyes-on-tehran/article18517615.ece


 

www.insightsonindia.com  71 www.insightsias.com  

The U.S. 

 The U.S. has had tense relations with Iran since the Islamic regime was installed in 1979. Shortly after Khomeini 

took power, Iranian revolutionaries held a group of 52 Americans at the U.S. embassy hostage for 444 days in 

alleged retribution for the U.S. allowing the Shah to enter its territory for cancer treatment. 

 Since the Iranian revolution, the U.S. has imposed economic sanctions on Iran and firms dealing with the country. 

In 2006, those sanctions were tightened as part of an effort to weaken Iran’s uranium enrichment and nuclear 

weapons research. Some of these sanctions were lifted in January 2016, however, following the agreement between 

Iran and UN Security Council. 

Israel 

 Israel maintained stable relations with Iran from the time of Israel’s formation in 1948 until the Iranian Islamic 

revolution in 1979. This was in part because of the countries’ mutual efforts of resistance against dominance by the 

former Soviet Union. 

 Since at least 1982, however, the Islamic regime of Iran has maintained an adversarial stance toward Israel, and 

some Iranian clerics and government leaders have publicly advocated for Israel’s elimination. Relations have also 

been strained by Iran’s actions to train and equip the anti-Israeli Hezbollah group in Lebanon, while encouraging 

Palestinian attacks on Israel from the regions of Gaza and the West Bank. Tensions have been further heightened 

by Iran’s commitment to a uranium enrichment program and signals that it seeks to develop nuclear weapons. 

Russia 

 Russia and Iran have maintained a mutually mistrustful, albeit stable, relationship of cooperation over the past few 

decades. Although Iran was the target of Russian incursions of Czarist regimes in the early 20th century, the two 

countries have since shown a common interest in resistance to U.S. and European dominance of global trade and 

politics. Also, both have been targets of economic sanctions from the U.S. and Europe. 

 In the 2010s, their governments coordinated to combat Middle Eastern terror groups in addition to opposition 

forces in Syria during that country’s civil war. Russia has also provided assistance to Iran in the development of its 

Bushehr nuclear power plants. 

Europe 

 Since the 1980s, leaders of the European Union have attempted to engage Iran in trade and diplomatic agreements. 

However, a crisis in relations erupted in the decade of 2000 after the discovery of Iran’s covert nuclear development 

program. 

 Between 2010 and 2013, Europe imposed heavy economic sanctions on Iran, including an embargo on oil sales. In 

2013, following the election of moderate Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, Europe entered negotiations for an 

agreement over Iranian nuclear policy with the P5+1 diplomatic group. Following the signing of an accord in 2015, 

European leaders said the agreement represented a new page in relations between Iran and the EU. 

The U.K. 

 Like the U.S., the U.K. has had difficult relations with Iran since the Iranian Islamic Revolution. Tensions worsened 

in the 2000s following revelations about Iran’s covert nuclear development program. 

 In 2011, the U.K. joined other nations in announcing economic sanctions against Iran for its nuclear program. As 

a response, the Iranian parliament voted to expel the British ambassador in Tehran. The U.K. followed suit by 

expelling all Iranian diplomats from its territory. Following the election of President Rouhani and the signing of 

the P5+1 nuclear accord, the two countries chose to re establish diplomatic relations. 

China 

 China has enjoyed an ascension as an important player within the global economy in the 2000s, taking advantage 

of Iran’s political isolation globally to establish closer ties to the country. China has supported Iran’s right to 

peaceful nuclear technology, but it also voted in favour of some UN resolutions against Iran’s nuclear enrichment 

program. In February 2010, however, China declined to support Western efforts to levy further sanctions on Iran, 

and instead called for continuing negotiations to resolve international disagreements over Iran’s nuclear program. 

 The U.S. and other nations alleged that Chinese companies were violating UN sanctions in doing business with 

Iran. More than 100 Chinese state companies operate in Iran, becoming its top economic partner. Also, Chinese 

companies took the place of Western firms that were forced by international sanctions to stop doing business there. 
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 The Iranian nuclear agreement of 2015 has further strengthened China’s competitive position in Iran. 

Japan 

 Japan and Iran have maintained steady trade and diplomatic relations since Iran’s Islamic Revolution in 1979. 

Japan has been a large buyer of Iranian oil exports and is one of its most significant trade partners. 

 However, like other countries, Japan expressed concern over revelations that Iran was carrying out a secret nuclear 

development program and participated in the international sanctions program. The easing of sanctions against 

Iran may allow Japan to resume cooperation in development of Iranian nuclear energy technology, in addition to 

purchases of oil from Iran that decreased during the period of sanctions. 

South Korea And North Korea 

 Like Japan, South Korea was a large purchaser of oil from Iran before the international sanctions against its nuclear 

program were imposed. Since the sanctions were lifted, Iranian oil exports to South Korea have quadrupled to 

400,000 barrels per day. The country has shown interest in intensifying its relations with Iran. 

 North Korea has been isolated internationally because of its own nuclear weapons development program, and it 

was one of few countries who maintained strong ties with Iran during the period of sanctions. The country was 

suspected of collaborating with Iran in its nuclear program. 

Central Asia – India, Pakistan and Iraq 

 Iran’s nuclear program and the Iran nuclear deal arose within the context of long-running political tensions and 

power disputes in Central Asia and the Middle East. Iran is thought to have begun its nuclear program in the 1980s 

as part of a response to a war with neighbouring Iraq. 

 At least two other countries in Central Asia, Pakistan and India, have operational nuclear weapons programs. 

Pakistan differs with Iran on a religious order, with most Pakistanis following Sunni Islam and most Iranians 

following Shia Islam. Prior to Iran’s Islamic revolution, the nation enjoyed good relations with Pakistan, though 

they cooled afterward. 

 Both Pakistan and India participated in the UN sanctions program against Iran. And with the lifting of sanctions, 

the nations have shown interest in intensifying trade with Iran 

Conclusion :- Politics in Iran, and in relation to the country, have been a source of global uncertainty and market 

tension since the revolution in 1979. Its adversarial relationship with Israel and tensions across the globe have served as 

particular focal points of market concerns. This is particularly true as it relates to the presidential election winner’s views 

as they relate to the country’s 2015 international nuclear accord, and whether it should be reconsidered. 

 

Q) The Paris Climate Agreement recognises that all countries have responsibilities. Despite 

this recognition, do you developed countries owe more to mitigate climate change effects? 

Discuss critically. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Global warming is the result of the massive emission of C02 and other greenhouse gasses from the burning of fossil fuels 

throughout the industrial revolution, beginning in the 19th century. In attempting to address and solve global warming, 

many have asked whether developed nations – which led the industrial revolution and are responsible for most of the 

greenhouse gases now in the atmosphere – should bear a greater responsibility for combating climate change. 

Do developed countries owe more to mitigate climate change effects- 

Yes- 

 Climate change has been caused by the long-term historic emissions of Developed Countries and their high per-

capita emissions. 

 It is hypocritical for developed countries to complain at developing countries for polluting more heavily at present, 

when this is exactly what developed countries did long ago to achieve their great wealth. 

 Per capita emission of developed countries way high than the developing countries or emerging economies like 

China and India. Thus they bear the greater responsibility towards the mitigating the impact of climate change. 
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 Developing countries are not capable, with their limited resources and know-how to develop, on their own, the best 

“green” model for their societies. Developed countries have a responsibility to act first and set an example that 

developing countries can follow. 

 Developing countries like China and India are very concerned with their development and their capacity to compete 

with the developed world. With significantly greater poverty and instability, they have far less flexibility to tamper 

with their competitiveness with developed nations on the global economic stage 

 Developed states obviously have more wealth to employ in combating global warming. These more able countries 

have a responsibility to employ their available financial resources toward fighting global warming. Developing 

countries also have this obligation to commit as much as they can, but because they have far fewer available 

resources, their obligation and commitment will simply be smaller. 

 Developed states have more applicable technologies and know-how for the fight on global warming. They are 

uniquely responsible to commit these resources toward the fight on global warming. They are also responsible to 

transfer them to developing countries, which cannot effectively fight global warming without these technologies 

first.  

 Developing nations need room to develop industry and grow, just like developed nations were allowed to do in their 

industrial development. Heavy emissions regulations constrain such growth and thereby human development and 

are unfair as such. 

 The rich countries are in better conditions to fight the adverse impact of global warming and climate change while 

poor countries are not. In fact poor countries are facing the consequences for the irresponsible behavior of the 

others. Thus rich countries are morally obliged to share more burden than developing countries. 

No- 

 Developed nations did not always know that they were causing global warming by burning fossil fuels and emitting 

greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. This knowledge only began to form in the 1980s and 1990s, over a century 

after the industrial revolution had begun. It is inappropriate, therefore, to hold developed nations morally 

accountable for starting the industrial revolution and causing global warming; they knew not what they were doing. 

 Once developed economies were dependent on fossil fuels, it was not possible for them to immediately act on their 

knowledge and stop using fossil fuels – particularly when not everyone accepted the science behind global warming. 

It is, therefore, wrongheaded to “blame” the developed world for global warming and saddle them with the 

“punishment” of a greater obligation to combating it. 

 The idea that some countries are more to blame than others for causing global climate change may be true, but it 

distracts from the more important and just cause, which is for the world to come together to solve the problem. 

 By holding developed countries to a greater obligation to fight global warming and by exempting China and India 

from certain emissions requirements, developed countries will be put at an economic and job-market disadvantage. 

It will be even more likely that jobs are outsourced to China and India, leaving the middle class of developed 

countries suffering. 

Conclusion- 

Although Paris climate deal recognizes that all countries have responsibilities, the principle is not ‘equal responsibility’ 

but ‘common but differentiated responsibility’ as recognized by Kyoto protocol. Considering all the arguments, 

developed states on account of their historical past and present wealth should take moral and legal responsibility 

towards making more efforts in mitigating the impacts of climate change. 

 

Q) The current uncertainty in the relations between America, China and Russia demands 

that India move closer to the European middle powers — France and Germany. Do you 

agree? If yes, how should both India and these European powers go about establishing a 

strong relationship? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s travels this week to Russia, France, Germany and Spain provide an 

opportunity to recalibrate India’s approach to European geopolitics. Delhi must also devote more attention to other 

parts of the continent, from Spain to Sweden and Portugal to Poland, that have so much to offer India.  
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Background :- 

 Although Indian resources contributed massively to the victory of the allied forces in the First and Second World 

Wars, India and Europe found themselves marginal to each other in the second half of the 20th century. India’s 

domestic political confusion in dealing with the Second World War, the Partition of the Subcontinent and the Cold 

War put India and Europe on opposite sides of the great political divide. Delhi aligned with the Soviet Union and 

Europe was divided into Russian and American spheres of influence. 

 After the Cold War, and the historic rapprochement between the West and Russia, India did announce the intent 

to construct bilateral strategic partnerships with Germany and France and collectively with the European Union. 

Although these partnerships have grown, they have hardly flourished. 

 Europe has been preoccupied with its own integration, India on its neighbourhood and the major powers. Europe 

and India have remained loveless after the Cold War. Can Modi change that? As the world enters a period of 

geopolitical convulsion, India and Europe need each other more than ever before. 

Global power model moving towards the multi polarity form the Unilateralism of the USA. As per current power 

distribution, China, Russia and USA, All three are the important power pole. Uncertainty prevailing between these three 

as under:- 

 Traditional ally of the Europe, USA is now moving towards the close relations with Russia after the victory of trump. 

 With the rise of the china, USA seek the cooperation from china instead of conflict. This makes the Traditional 

Allies of USA, Japan and Korea in worry state. 

 The Russia also seeking the close cooperation form china to full fill own oil and Gad market and Infrastructure 

interests. 

India Should Seek cooperation form France and Germany due to following reason :- 

 Russia ended the arm embargo on the Pakistan and decided to sell arms to Pakistan. India has to find new partners 

to meet the demands of the armed forces for her modernization. France and Germany are leaders in this. 

 USA is vast market for the Indian product specially IT and Apparel. Inward looking policies of USA may hurt Indian 

interest and Indian has to search new market. 

Following area where India and EU states can increase cooperation :- 

 Trade :- India and EU Free trade agreement ( FTA) is pending since long time. 

 Energy security:- India and EU both depended on the Politically unstable Arab state for that. Joint R&D projects 

of the Non renewable energy shall be carried out. 

 India will have to look beyond Russia, USA for its defence purchases as France and Germany have a wide base in 

defence manufacturing and also naval exercises which India already has with France 

 Trade agreements and especially FTA with EU will open a big opportunity for both the countries to exploit the 

opportunities 

 India can find market for its IT export to the EU countries with USA coming up with stringent policies relating to 

H1B 

 

Q) In its pursuit to become regional and global power, what lessons can India learn from 

Israel in handling geopolitical adversaries and making progress on technology front? 

Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction :- India has much to learn from Israeli’s application of hard power, who are living in a part of the world 

where most of their neighbours don’t even acknowledge their right to exist. India too faces existential threats but for too 

long, our political elite were both unwilling to acknowledge this fact and to draw the correct lessons from the Israeli 

experience. 

LESSONS TO BE LEARNT :- 

 Israeli approach is to balance strength and military and strategic superiority and a focus on deterrence on the one 

hand, with the ability to be compassionate and emphatic on the other. Thus, it is little known that on Israel’s 
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northern border with Syria on the Golan Heights, where civil war is raging between government and rebel forces, 

those in need of medical care, often injured in the shelling and firing, cross over to the Israeli side and get treated 

at Israeli hospitals free of cost. These were people who grew up thinking of Israel as their mortal enemy that needed 

to be destroyed. 

 It’s striking that Israeli settlers have ventured right up to the UN administered buffer zone between Israeli occupied 

Golan, neighbouring Syria and Lebanon, confident that Israeli forces will protect them. 

 Unfortunately, the same can’t be said for Jammu and Kashmir, where indigenous Pandits were driven out while 

the Indian state looked the other way and in which it’s not even legally permissible for non-Kashmiri Indians to 

settle there. Nor can Indian security forces guarantee safety in regions affected by Maoist and other insurgencies. 

 India could well take a cue from how Israel maintains stringent external and internal security, allowing Israeli 

settlements right up to the border of conflict zones. In India, by contrast, we seem to be in perennial reaction mode, 

trying to contain situations as they’re unfolding rather than pre-empting trouble before it happens. 

 Israelis understand that genuine compassion and empathy even toward those bent on destroying them comes from 

a position of strength, not of weakness. But all of this requires political will and a deeper commitment and 

investment to our military and security establishment. The former requires that there be a broad political consensus 

that India faces existential threats from within and without. The latter requires taking these existential threats we 

face seriously as the Israelis do theirs. 

 In 1967, Israel faced a threat to its very existence from Arab neighbours and vanquished its enemies. In 1962, India 

faced abject defeat at the hands of Chinese neighbours who continue to occupy some of our territory. 

Technology 

 Agricultural practices: Despite lacking resources, Israel has emerged as exporter of agricultural products. India can 

learn and adopt the practices from them to ensure food security. 

 Defence forces : Highly trained, encompassing gender equity and modernised equipments should serve as lesson 

to plug the shortcomings in India’s defence forces. 

 

Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, 

Indian diaspora 

Q) Critically examine issues faced by Tamil and Muslim refugees in Northern and Eastern 

Sri Lanka and the steps taken by the Sri Lankan government to address these issues. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- After the civil war, thousands of families displaced for decades top various parts of the island await 

resettlement and to return to their old homes. After relentless agitations, the govt started the process hesitantly. But the 

road to effective resettlement is steep and rough. 

Some of the critical issues faced by the citizens are 

Land Occupied by military: 

Several thousand acres of Northern and Eastern Provinces remained with the Sri Lankan armed forces after the war 

ended in 2009, severely hampering post-war resettlement in Sri Lanka. Legal procedures are yet to be initiated for 

release of lands to the owners. 

Loss of residence 

Most of the old were houses were grazed down during the war. There is no adequate dwelling facilities other than make 

shift tents. 

Economic security 

Livelihood of the families is severely affected as majority of farm plots of villages adjoining forests were brought under 

forest conservation act. This affects the diaspora of people solely dependent on those resources for income such as 

farmers and fishermen. 
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Basic needs  

For those who were resettled in their own place of living, inadequate access to basic facilities like water, electricity plague 

them. 

Steps by Sri Lankan govt 

After the grandstanding at UN Human Rights Council and international forums about its commitment to reconciliation, 

the outcomes were mostly limited to headline housing schemes and vocational training centres not factoring in the social 

and economic hardship faced by the replaced citizens. 

Way Ahead 

Need a comprehensive approach and a thoughtful strategy to rebuild a war-battered community which appreciates the 

link between the lives of people and their lands and livelihood. 

 

Q) What do you understand by fortification of foods? Discuss its advantages. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- Food fortification or enrichment is the process of adding micronutrients (essential trace elements and 

vitamins) to food. It may be a purely commercial choice to provide extra nutrients in a food, while other times it is 

a public health policy which aims to reduce the number of people with dietary deficiencies within a population. 

As defined by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO), fortification refers to “the practice of deliberately increasing the content of an essential micronutrient, 

ie. vitamins and minerals (including trace elements) in a food irrespective of whether the nutrients were originally in 

the food before processing or not, so as to improve the nutritional quality of the food supply and to provide a public 

health benefit with minimal risk to health”, whereas enrichment is defined as “synonymous with fortification and refers 

to the addition of micronutrients to a food which are lost during processing”. 

 

Vitamins and minerals often used in flour and rice fortification and their role in health include: 

 Iron, riboflavin, folic acid, zinc, and vitamin B12 help prevent nutritional anaemia which improves productivity, 

maternal health, and cognitive development. 

 Folic acid (vitamin B9) reduces the risk of neural tube birth defects 

 Zinc helps children develop, strengthens immune systems, and lessens complications from diarrhoea. 

 Niacin (vitamin B3) prevents the skin disease known as pellagra. 

 Riboflavin (vitamin B2) helps with metabolism of fats, carbohydrates, and proteins. 

 Thiamin (vitamin B1) prevents the nervous system disease called beriberi. 

 Vitamin B12 maintains functions of the brain and nervous system. 

 Vitamin D helps bodies absorb calcium which improves bone health. 
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 Vitamin A deficiency is the leading cause of childhood blindness. It also diminishes an individual’s ability to fight 

infections. Vitamin A can be added to wheat or maize flour, but it is often added to rice, cooking oils, margarine, or 

sugar instead. 

Food fortification offers a number of advantages over other interventions aimed at preventing and controlling MNM. 

These include: 

 If consumed on a regular and frequent basis, fortified foods will maintain body stores of nutrients more efficiently 

and more effectively than will intermittent supplements. Fortified foods are also better at lowering the risk of the 

multiple deficiencies that can result from seasonal deficits in the food supply or a poor quality diet. This is an 

important advantage to growing children who need a sustained supply of micronutrients for growth and 

development, and to women of fertile age who need to enter periods of pregnancy and lactation with adequate 

nutrient stores. Fortification can be an excellent way of increasing the content of vitamins in breast milk and thus 

reducing the need for supplementation in postpartum women and infants. 

 Fortification generally aims to supply micronutrients in amounts that approximate to those provided by a good, 

well-balanced diet. Consequently, fortified staple foods will contain “natural” or near natural levels of 

micronutrients, which may not necessarily be the case with supplements. 

 Fortification of widely distributed and widely consumed foods has the potential to improve the nutritional status 

of a large proportion of the population, both poor and wealthy. 

 Fortification requires neither changes in existing food patterns – which are notoriously difficult to achieve, 

especially in the short-term – nor individual compliance. 

 In most settings, the delivery system for fortified foods is already in place, generally through the private sector. The 

global tendency towards urbanization means that an ever increasing proportion of the population, including that 

in developing countries is consuming industry-processed, rather than locally-produced, foods. This affords many 

countries the opportunity to develop effective strategies to combat MNM based on the fortification of centrally-

processed dietary staples that once would have reached only a very small proportion of the population. 

 Multiple micronutrient deficiencies often coexist in a population that has a poor diet. It follows that multiple 

micronutrient fortification is frequently desirable. In most cases, it is feasible to fortify foods with several 

micronutrients simultaneously. 

 It is usually possible to add one or several micronutrients without adding substantially to the total cost of the food 

product at the point of manufacture. 

 When properly regulated, fortification carries a minimal risk of chronic toxicity. 

 Fortification is often more cost-effective than other strategies, especially if the technology already exists and if an 

appropriate food distribution system is in place. 

Efforts by FSSAI and other players for fortified food:- 

 Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) released a set of standards and a logo last year. Since then, 

it has focussed on awareness- and consensus-building. Now, a number of enterprises will begin adding premixes 

of micronutrients to launch fortified foods. 

 In the next few months, General Mills India, ITC, Hindustan Unilever and Patanjali will launch wheat flour, Adani 

Wilmar, Marico, Borges India, and Kaleesuwari Refineries are working on oil, LT Foods, DCP Food, and KKR Food 

are launching rices, and in salt, other brands will join Tata, which already has a double fortified brand in the market. 

 Milk cooperatives in Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, Assam and Maharashtra will fortify their products too. Targeting 

children, the Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh governments have begun using fortified 

oil for their mid-day meal schemes. 

 West Bengal and Andaman and Nicobar Islands are now distributing fortified wheat flour through the public 

distribution system, and the Maharashtra government has started a pilot project. 

 The FSSAI is also working with small local suppliers, for instance local flour grinding mills, to get them to add 

premixed micronutrients. 
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Q) Do you think India is losing its dominance in the Indian Ocean? Critically comment. 

(200 Words) 

Livemint 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- 

Since the time of chola India has ruled the large swath of blue water of Indian Ocean. The unique geographical position 

should make it the natural leader however in recent years its dominance is being questioned via following geo political 

factor. 

 China string of pearls: with an idea to box Indian in south Asia, china has developed string of ports and 

infrastructure all along Indian ocean. Acquisition of first military base in Djibouti has boosted its presence. 

 Increasing proximity of Indian neighbour with china: docking of submarine on Sri Lanka port, Maldives recent talk 

to lease its island to china 

 Pivot to Asia of USA will bring foreign vessel in large Asia pacific region with India becoming pawn in larger 

geopolitics 

 Somalia pirates along gulf of Aden , dispute over Diego Garcia make India ocean susceptible of meddling by foreign 

power 

 Inherent weakness in Indian defence policy: depleting arsenal, inadequate submarines due to delay in project 75 

and 75I, huge dependency on imports, further aggravated by china equipping Pakistan with nuclear submarine. 

 

Despite speculation to the contrary, India is far from losing strategic influence in the Indian Ocean region. Its security 

cooperation and relations with states like Sri Lanka, Maldives and Seychelles remain strong. India is rising naval power, 

and its steady role in maritime surveillance and assistance is increasing. 

 India is a rising naval power and has the natural advantage of geography in the surrounding ocean. Moreover, India 

is connected to smaller countries in the region through entrenched ethnic and historical ties. India feels security 

obligations to regional states and has displayed its operational reach through campaigns in Sri Lanka and Maldives. 
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 In 1987, it intervened in the Sri Lankan civil war through the Indian Peace Keeping Force. Likewise, Indian armed 

forces intervened in Maldives in 1988 following a coup, and after the 2004 tsunami the Indian Navy was first to 

provide critical disaster relief to Sri Lanka, Maldives and Indonesia 

 Aside from such extraordinary circumstances, India has enduring and growing military relationships with island 

nations in the Indian Ocean. India deputes a navy officer to manage the National Coast Guard of Mauritius, where 

two-thirds of the public is of Indian origin. 

 In 2007, New Delhi built a monitoring station in Madagascar that relays intelligence back to Mumbai and Kochi. 

India is also installing a network of coastal radars in all 26 Maldivian atolls that feed back to India. 

 The Indian Navy and Coast Guard frequently assist Seychelles, Maldives and Mauritius in maintaining security by 

providing maritime surveillance, hydrographic surveys, training, and maritime military equipment and repair, in 

addition to engaging these countries in exercises. 

 In contrast, China has not provided such maritime assistance, except for two patrol craft and training to Seychelles. 

India concluded the DOSTI exercise with Maldives in April, even adding Sri Lanka to this two-decade bilateral 

engagement. The three countries will soon sign an agreement to advance maritime domain awareness in the region. 

India’s military ties with post-war Sri Lanka are now deeper with the resumption of the SLINEX naval exercise in 

2011, and the two countries began an annual dialogue between their defence secretaries in 2012. 

 Beyond bilateral relationships, New Delhi is gradually assuming a greater leadership role in Indian Ocean 

institutions, such as the economic and diplomatic forum Indian Ocean Rim-Association for Regional Cooperation 

(IOR-ARC) and the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS). Far from India’s influence waning, all these measures 

reinforce the country’s strong security relationships with Indian Ocean countries. 

 Despite India’s entrenched ties with smaller island states in the Indian Ocean, these countries are constrained by 

limited resources and accept infrastructure assistance from any country that can offer it – from Japan, South Korea 

and Iran as well as from China. Smaller countries seek to develop their economies without having to choose 

between India and China. 

 In fact, New Delhi has not always been receptive to their requests for development assistance and should not be 

surprised when China steps in to fill this role. Sri Lanka, for example, consulted India first to build a port in 

Hambantota, but New Delhi declined. Colombo subsequently accepted Chinese funding rather than pass up an 

opportunity to develop a possible trans shipment hub in South Asia. 

 Furthermore, Beijing’s economic engagement with smaller South Asian states offers benefits for India. Until New 

Delhi is prepared to increase its investment in regional infrastructure development, China’s road, rail, seaport and 

airport projects will improve trade and connectivity for the betterment of the entire South Asian region, which the 

World Bank and Asian Development Bank consider to be among the least integrated regions in the world. Still, 

New Delhi should not take for granted its dominant position in the Indian Ocean. 

 The rejection in Maldives, though its significance should not be overstated, serves as a wakeup call for India to 

invest more in developing its backyard.  

Despite the failed airport deal with Maldives, New Delhi is not in danger of losing its privileged place in the Indian 

Ocean. This transactional thinking ignores India’s longstanding security ties with regional states, which have been 

expanding and will continue to do so. Nasheed waits in the Indian High Commission while Maldives’ High Court 

and police force seek India’s assistance with bringing him into custody. Although the High Commissioner has not 

yet made a decision, the episode displays India’s persisting influence in the region. 

Conclusion :-That being said, China will increasingly pursue economic opportunities in the Indian Ocean, and the 

smaller states will accept Chinese assistance as they seek to develop their economies. But this is not a zero-sum game 

and does not translate to India losing its strategic advantage in a region whose very geography is a metaphor for the 

country’s centrality and growing influence. 
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Q) Examine why the Indian diaspora have preferred to vote for Labour Party in the UK 

over the years. Is this preference changing now? Also examine how the policies of two 

major parties in the UK have affected Indian community there. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The historical ties of Indian community with the labour party go back to the days of British rule in 

India during the tenure of which India got freedom in 1947. Further, labour party has always encouraged and endorsed 

the Indian community in England in the matters of migration of working class to England or protecting their interests 

and upliftment. This helped them to get support from Indian workers over the years.  Research in the run-up to the 2015 

general election, put Indian support for Labour at 65%, against 27% for the Conservatives and 3% for the Liberal 

Democrats.  

But, now generations have passed and the younger generation may not share the same view in the changed political 

scenario and loyalties 

POLICIES OF THE TWO PARTIES – 

BREXIT issue – 

Like most ethnic minority groups Indians voted strongly in favour of remaining within the European Union (EU) — 59% 

of those of Indian origin voted to remain, against 48% of the population as a whole.  

While the Conservatives have focused on their re-election as the best chance for Brexit negotiations, Labour has pledged 

to rewrite Britain’s approach to Brexit, to include guaranteeing the rights of those EU nationals already in the country, 

and to protect working rights and environmental standards. The Liberal Democrats, by contrast, have positioned 

themselves as the party that would work to ensure Britain avoided a “hard Brexit” and retained access to the single 

market. 

Indian candidates in the election – 

Both the parties- Labour party and Conservative party have diversified their candidate base and both have almost equal 

amount of Indian candidates in the election. This may result in division of Indian votes. 

Immigration policies – 

The anti-immigration policies of the conservatives are not endorsed by the Indian community at large. Thus the majority 

of the Indian voters remain in favor of the labour party which has promised to protect the working rights. 

The conservatives are looking forward to increase the earning threshold of those who want to bring their spouses from 

outside EU. This will divide the family ties. In contrast, the labour party has an opposite view that it will eliminate the 

threshold levels.  

Labour party has policies that relate to Indian workers , like taking control of industries, giving control back to workers, 

looking after ordinary working people. These are supported by Indian workers . 

Caste and race issues – 

Some sections of the Indian community are in support of the conservatives because of their opposition to the legislation 

against caste discrimination as promised by the liberal democrats. However , the law is supported by Dalit community . 

The Labour party has pledged a further review into Britain’s involvement in Operation Blue Star at the Golden Temple 

in Amritsar in June 1984. This has been welcomed by Sikh community groups, including the Sikh Federation. 

Conservatives’ pledge to tackle issues such as the racial disparity across public services, enforce equality laws to ensure 

that services weren’t denied on the basis of ethnicity, religion or gender, and also require the biggest companies to 

publish information on the pay gap for people of different ethnic groups. 

CONCLUSION- 

The chances of shift of the Indian voters from Labour party to the conservatives will be considerably less and it all 

depends on the grit of the labour party to keep their promises and also on the new policies of the conservatives. Sudden 

change in the political alignments of Indian diaspora in Britain is unlikely. 
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Q) “China’s Belt and Road Initiative is a geopolitical and economic master stroke.” 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- Belt and road initiative, China’s flagship program to improve the connectivity and cooperation in the 

area, can be seen as the ultimate love against globalisation from which it has changed its destiny and fight against 

protectionism. The initiative if successfully executed, for sure leads the way to Chinese leadership on a global scale. 

Geopolitical advantages :  

 Though it can be seen as a development initiative, we can’t ignore the hidden agenda of China’s supremacy and 

desire to rule Asia. 

 Most of the countries in Eurasia belt are not connected on full scale and the trade is only on bilateral level, with the 

BRI, China becomes the undisputed leader. 

 The proposals of BRI requires Chinese presence in all the countries and deployment of Chinese military In the 

name of protection, neo- colonialism, we can call it that. 

 China has been constructions ports in the Indian ocean region undermining the security of India. 

Economic issues – 

 China has been growing on a massive scale from 1990s and it has survived till now with huge and cheap 

manufacturing. 

 Recently the protectionist policies and reduced competitiveness of Chinese manufacturing industries it needed a 

different approach, it till now worked on a investment model rather than a consumption model. New opportunities 

under BRI can make china stand again for another century and it is heavily needed to do something like this after 

stock Market crash years back. 

 It provides opportunities for Chinese youth to go to other Countries and find employment as demand is more in 

China. 

Chinese GDP is projected to cross American by 2030, thanks to BRI that won’t be taking much time now. 

 

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

Q) Do you think more sanctions or military strikes by the US are viable options to rein in 

North Korea? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- North East Asia has become a hotbed of international confrontation with precarious development of 

nuclear arsenal by North Korea. It has not refrained shy away from using it in case the need be. 

The US, in response as an ally to South Korea, has been pressing for more sanctions and military intervention for 

 Deterrence: Military intervention can act as a deterrence for further proliferation of weapons by North Korea. 

Recent bombing in Syria will make the intentions more clear. 

 Organization: By cutting out the supplies through more sanctions and throttling the supply of essential items. 

This may produce ad-hoc solution, may be in the form of temporary respite but definitely won’t produce a lasting 

solution. Hence following should be undertaken 

 Allaying fears: The US should strive to allay the fears of North Korea about the apprehension of her subversion to 

the advantage of South Korea. 

 Demilitarization: The US military base in South Korea should be demilitarized and the THAAD system be 

decommissioned to send a clear message after an appropriate dialogue. 

 China factor: Rather than merely using China as a means to proliferate sanction it should use her intervention to 

assuage North Koreas fear. Steps to dispel the notion that ‘China is dancing to the tunes of US’ should be 

undertaken. 

Conclusion :- more sanctions or military strike by US are not a viable option to confront North Korea if we set out eyes 

to resolve the issue permanently. However it may act as a short term measure. It is not viable to interference with 
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sovereignty of any country. US should loose the sanctions and invite North Korea for peace talks. China is also important 

stake holder in case of North Korea. Help of China would catalyse the peace process. Removal of THAAD missile from 

South Kora will ease the situation for both North Korea and China. US should negotiate with North Korea and give 

assurance to help for its development, providing it energy security, food security etc. A sense of insecurity should be 

eliminated. 

 

Q) Write a critical note on Agenda 2030, which was adopted in the United Nations General 

Assembly by member states on September 25, 2015. Also examine process involved 

in Voluntary National Reviews (VNR) vis a vis India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), officially known as transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development is a set of 17 “Global Goals” with 169 targets between them. The Resolution is a broader 

intergovernmental agreement that acts as the Post 2015 Development Agenda (successor to the Millennium 

Development Goals).Agenda 2030, a comprehensive development agenda, was adopted in the United Nations General 

Assembly by member states on September 25, 2015. It is ambitious to address several socioeconomic concerns and make 

the development process inclusive. The voluntary national reviews aim to facilitate the sharing of experiences, including 

successes, challenges and lessons learned, with a view to accelerating the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

SDG forms a right balance between economic development, poverty eradication, gender equality, environment 

protection etc.  SDG follows an action based approach which makes their effectiveness remarkable on the ground. 

 

The outcome document further specifies that the development of SDGs should: 

 Be useful for pursuing focused and coherent action on sustainable development 

 Contribute to the achievement of sustainable development 

 Serve as a driver for implementation and mainstreaming of sustainable development in the UN system as a whole 

 Address and be focused on priority areas for the achievement of sustainable development. 

There are various concerns and issues that are being voiced both by the governments as well as various 

organizations and NGOs. Some of these are – 

 Language: Although goals look plain English, but targets are written very lengthy and having complex words. It can 

be easily misinterpreted either intentionally or by mistake. 

 Number: MDG had 8 goals, 18 targets and 53 indicators, while SDGs has 17 goals, 169 targets and indicators yet to 

be released but we can hope of some 500+ indicators!! No need to mention the complexity it will invite. 
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 Data: For a country like India, lack of reliable data is huge concern. Mid-term assessment, continuous updating 

gets a setback. And in case of SDGs, getting data for all is simply not possible. 

 Fund: Major focus of SDGs is poverty, which is concentrated in developing or LD countries and they don’t have 

money to deal with that, and developed countries are reluctant to contribute. 

 17 goals are too many goals and it might be difficult for a country to implement all these. 

 There is an issue regarding funding of these goals as huge amount of capital will be required to finance these 

projects. 

 Monitoring of these goals will be an issue and for this a separate and independent monitoring agency needs to be 

established. 

On the bright side these goals are all encompassing and will provide for a better and sustainable future for the world. 

Need of the hour is that targets are set realistic lay such that they are achievable and funding should be made available 

with the help of International Financial Institutions like world bank, ADB, NDB and AIIB. And there should be greater 

international cooperation to achieve these targets. 

The process in India 

 The voluntary national reviews (VNRs) aim to facilitate the sharing of experiences, including successes, challenges 

and lessons learned, with a view to accelerating the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The VNRs also seek to 

strengthen policies and institutions of governments and to mobilize multi-stakeholder support and partnerships 

for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 In India, the process is led by NITI Aayog, Research and Information System for Developing Countries, a think 

tank attached to Ministry of External Affairs, and the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. 

Consultations on the larger agenda of SDGs and on particular themes such as gender are being held by inviting civil 

society, private groups and other stakeholders at the national and State levels. The outcome will be fed to the 

process of making the VNR. 

 The crucial aspect of the whole process is the active participation of the voluntary organisations in VNR process. 

The challenges such as Data collection and efficient monitoring needs to be addressed by involvement of all the 

stakeholders linked with the process. 

 

Q) Recently the International Court of Justice (ICJ) at The Hague stayed death sentence 

of Kulbhushan Jadhav, the former naval officer sentenced to death in Pakistan. What’s 

the composition, mandate and jurisdiction of ICJ? Also discuss significance of this stay 

order for India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

International Court of Justice- 

 Mandate 

1. The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN). It was 

established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations and began work in April 1946. 

2. The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands). Of the six principal organs of the United 

Nations, it is the only one not located in New York (United States of America). 

3. The Court’s role is to settle, in accordance with international law, legal disputes submitted to it by States and to 

give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by authorized United Nations organs and specialized 

agencies. 

 Composition- 

1. The ICJ is composed of fifteen judges elected to nine-year terms by the UN General Assembly and the UN Security 

Council from a list of people nominated by the national groups in the Permanent Court of Arbitration. The election 

process is set out in Articles 4–19 of the ICJ statute. Elections are staggered, with five judges elected every three 

years to ensure continuity within the court. Should a judge die in office, the practice has generally been to elect a 

judge in a special election to complete the term. 
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2. No two judges may be nationals of the same country. According to Article 9, the membership of the Court is 

supposed to represent the “main forms of civilization and of the principal legal systems of the world”. Essentially, 

that has meant common law, civil law and socialist law (now post-communist law). 

3. There is an informal understanding that the seats will be distributed by geographic regions so that there are five 

seats for Western countries, three for African states (including one judge of francophone civil law, one of 

Anglophone common law and one Arab), two for Eastern European states, three for Asian states and two for Latin 

American and Caribbean The five permanent members of the United Nations Security 

Council (France, Russia, China, the United Kingdom, and the United States) always have a judge on the Court, 

thereby occupying three of the Western seats, one of the Asian seats and one of the Eastern European seats. 

 Jurisdiction- 

1. As stated in Article 93 of the UN Charter, all 193 UN members are automatically parties to the Court’s statute. Non-

UN members may also become parties to the Court’s statute under the Article 93(2) procedure. For example, before 

becoming a UN member state, Switzerland used this procedure in 1948 to become a party, and Nauru became a 

party in 1988. Once a state is a party to the Court’s statute, it is entitled to participate in cases before the Court. 

However, being a party to the statute does not automatically give the Court jurisdiction over disputes involving 

those parties. The issue of jurisdiction is considered in the two types of ICJ cases: contentious issues and advisory 

opinions. 

2. Contentious issues- 

In contentious cases (adversarial proceedings seeking to settle a dispute), the ICJ produces a binding ruling between 

states that agree to submit to the ruling of the court. Only states may be parties in contentious cases. Individuals, 

corporations, parts of a federal state, NGOs, UN organs and self-determination groups are excluded from direct 

participation in cases although the Court may receive information from public international organizations. That does 

not preclude non-state interests from being the subject of proceedings if a state brings the case against another. For 

example, a state may, in cases of “diplomatic protection”, bring a case on behalf of one of its nationals or corporations 

3. Advisory opinions- 

An advisory opinion is a function of the Court open only to specified United Nations bodies and agencies. On receiving 

a request, the Court decides which states and organizations might provide useful information and gives them an 

opportunity to present written or oral statements. Advisory opinions were intended as a means by which UN agencies 

could seek the Court’s help in deciding complex legal issues that might fall under their respective mandates. 

Significance of the stay order for India- 

 The stay order has created the hopes for the suspension of death sentence awarded to the Kulbhushan Jadhav. 

 The ruling in favor of India shows that Pakistan had failed to uphold the provisions of Vienna convention on 

consular access which India sought as its legitimate right. 

 The order would obliged Pakistan to follow due process of law and provisions of other international treaties while 

dealing with the case of Kulbhushan Jadhav in future. 

 India has been skeptical of taking the bilateral issues to the multilateral forums like ICJ. However the positive 

award from the ICJ could make India to take help of ICJ in other matters too. 

Conclusion- 

The ICJ has only stayed the death sentence for particular period and final order is still awaiting. Thus there are no strong 

grounds to come to a definite conclusion at the moment. Hence India will have to present strong reasons to convince 

ICJ that the death sentence given by military court of Pakistan is malafied and without any strong evidences. 

 

Q) In the light of sixty years of the European integration and recent crises it’s facing, 

critically examine weaknesses in the European Union structure. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction- 

The European Union has faced crisis after crisis in recent years. First it was the sovereign debt crisis, followed by 

bankruptcy and bailout measures of various sovereign states. Now the continent is reeling under an immigration and 
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refugee crisis. The impending Brexit process and the recent rise of far-right nationalist parties are certainly reflective of 

the EU’s fundamental constitutional weakness and democratic deficit. 

Weaknesses of European Union Structure- 

 Crisis of Confidence- 

A crisis of confidence runs through an entire generation of Europeans, as they witness a more inflexible, distant and 

uninspired institution crumbling under its own weight. 

 Pace of integration- 

As the resolve of “… an ever-closer union …” acquired more prominence, the EU propelled its integration agenda with 

astounding speed, subsuming ever more critical areas of national Interest and policy, into a much deeper and shared 

communion. In other words, the pace of European integration far outstripped the capacity of member states to reflect 

and assimilate such change into their own domestic institutional structures and processes. 

 Inadequate integration- 

To ease out the process and to leave no member state behind, the EU rules of discipline were relaxed, monitoring was 

lightened and soft commitments became the norm. The ensuing variance between those set of principles viz Discipline 

and Solidarity, ultimately, had a debilitating effect on the relationship between the member states and the EU’s 

institutions on the one hand, and between the EU and its citizens on the other. 

 Excessive integration- 

Exacerbating that imbalance was the unrestrained and almost frenzied resolve towards further integration, due to the 

unmindful or unconscious denial of the unequal advancement of different member states. 

 Sovereignty issues- 

Some of the branches of EU like European Parliament, European Court of Justice have invariably crossed into the 

territory of internal issues of the state members inviting their disappointment and disapproval. 

 EU finds itself even more paralyzed and structurally inadequate in either aiding the efforts of certain member 

states, or in persuading others to look beyond their narrow populist agendas. The refugee crisis is, to a large extent, 

exported to the borders of the EU—through the EU–Turkey agreement signed in 2016— whereby in exchange for 

aid money and an assurance for a renewed focus on Turkey’s membership to the EU, migrants would be stationed 

in Turkey. 

 Amidst the rising disconcertment among people, charges of “democratic defi cit” and “illegitimacy” against the EU 

have acquired exaggerated proportions, carefully playing into the hands of populist and nationalist parties in the 

member states. A clamour for bringing back the “national state” and wresting control away from EU institutions 

has engulfed public discussion in several member states. 

 While Britain took the most perilous road in attempting to dissociate itself completely from the EU, other member 

states, like France, Italy and Netherlands have witnessed the alarming rise of right-wing nationalist parties, with 

either an explicit or implicit agenda for resisting integration. 

 While some members of EU like Germany see further integration as answer to the existing problems while states 

like Poland have opposed further integration. Out of this has emerged the concept of multi-speed Europe which 

could further increase the cooperation among members. 

Conclusion- 

Today, the EU represents one of the most unique experiments in regional integration, far denser and more 

institutionalized, admitting no such parallels in the world. Thus the EU needs to be both prepared and predisposed 

towards adapting to such change, mindful however, of assimilating the varying standpoints of its constituent units. To 

recapture the public imagination of its people, EU needs to demystify its construct, interact closely at the local level and 

consolidate its position as the predominant agent for hope and a better life, thus aligning itself closer to its founding 

goals and principles. 
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Q) Throw light on mandate and functions of the International Court Justice (ICJ) as being 

revealed in the recent Kulbhushan Jadhav case. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- 

What is the issue? 

 Kulbhushan Jadhav is an Indian national who was arrested by Pakistan from Balochistan over charges of terrorism 

and spying 

 The Pakistani government states that he is a serving commander in the Indian Navy who was involved in 

subversive activities inside Pakistan, and was arrested on 3 March 2016 during a counter-intelligence operation in 

Balochistan. 

 The Indian government recognises Jadhav as a former naval officer, but denies any links with him and maintains 

he took premature retirement and was possibly abducted from Iran. 

 On 10 April 2017, Jadhav was sentenced to death by a Field General Court Martial (FGCM) in Pakistan. 

 ICJ has temporarily stayed the execution till it hears India’s plea that Pak violated the Vienna Convention on 

Consular Relations by denying him consular access. 

About ICJ – 

 principal judicial organ of the UN 

 seat – The Hague (the Netherlands) 

 Of the 6 principal organs, it is the only one not located in New York 

 Established – June 1945 

 Role – settle, in accordance with international law, legal disputes submitted to it by States and give advisory 

opinions on legal questions referred to it by UN or its bodies 

 Composition – 15 judges , elected for 9-yr terms by UNGA and UNSC , assisted by a Registry, its administrative 

organ. 

 How ICJ functions – ICJ gives international treaties/law precedence over bilateral agreements. Therefore, despite 

a bilateral agreement (with India), Pakistan will be declared guilty of violating the Vienna convention. 

Parties to Cases in ICJ – 

In contentious cases – only states , though the Court may receive information from other international organizations 

In advisory cases – only specified UN bodies and agencies. 

ICJ’s Jurisdiction – 

 all UN members come under its jurisdiction automatically (Art. 93, UN Charter) 

 non-UN members can also subject themselves to ICJ’s jurisdiction (Art. 93(2)) 

 jurisdiction involves 2 types of cases -contentious and advisory. 

Art. 36 – 

 specifies rights of consular officials/detained nationals in foreign countries 

 it allows for communication, visits to and legal representation of detained nationals of the sending state (India 

here). 

The Dispute – 

India claims Pak violated Art. 36. 

Art. 36(1) provides the ICJ “compulsory jurisdiction” in case of ‘international treaties’. 

Pak says -Art. 36 is inapplicable  in cases of espionage and terrorism . ICJ lacks jurisdiction as the 2008 bilateral 

agreement exempts ICJ’s intervention 
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ICJ’s Stand – 

The court has compulsory jurisdiction in case on international treaties, means an aggrieved state can drag the violator 

to ICJ. 

 It has temporarily stayed Jadhav’s execution as a ‘provisional measure’ under Art. 41 of the ‘Rules of the Court, 1978’ 

and is yet to give final verdict. 

Can a party (Pak) seek a ‘re-hearing’? – yes , but the court rarely obliges. 

Art. 76 under Rules of the Court, 1978 can be invoked  to revoke or get modified a provisional measure anytime before 

the final verdict. The requesting party (Pak) must prove a “change in the situation”, which beats the gravity of the 

circumstances that forced the court to issue provisional measures in the first place, which is very difficult to prove. 

 

Q) Analyse threats faced institutions today that were built the post World War II. Do you 

think China’s BRI initiative can be compared to these institutions? Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Livemint 

Introduction :-  Chinese investments related to the Belt and Road initiative have totalled to $60 billion since 2013 and 

Beijing plans to invest $600 billion to $800 billion in the next five years. China Development Bank and the Export-

Import Bank of China have extended USD 110 billion in loans for Belt and Road projects by the end of 2016 and China 

has signed currency swap deals with countries along the Belt and Road routes totalling 900 billion yuan.  

In terms of scale or scope, OBOR has no parallel in modern history. It is more than 12 times the size of the Marshall 

Plan, America’s post-World War II initiative to aid the reconstruction of Western Europe’s devastated economies. Even 

if China cannot implement its entire plan, OBOR will have a significant and lasting impact. 

OBOR is not the only challenge China has mounted against an ageing Western-dominated international order. It has 

also spearheaded the creation of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, and turned to China’s advantage the two 

institutions associated with the Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa grouping of emerging economies (the Shanghai-

based New Development Bank and the $100 billion Contingent Reserve Arrangement). At the same time, it has asserted 

Chinese territorial claims in the South China Sea more aggressively, while seeking to project Chinese power in the 

western Pacific. 

Institutions are facing threats because of the following reasons – 

 The emergence of China as the 2nd largest economy and increasing China’s influence in Asia by Constructing AIIB 

and ADB is threatening for IMF and world Bank. 

 New American Policy after the Trump administration also worrisome for many institutions, today America policy 

is to convert Bipolar to the Unipolar world. The result is the USA withdraw from Trans-Pacific Partnership and 

also chaos among the NATO member regarding future. 

 New American Unipolar policy is giving chance to China to grow as an economic power and BRI is an example of 

the China influence, an emergence of China as economy power also threaten for US biased institutions. 

BRI is a very ambitious project with this project China wants to control over Asian Economy by connecting China with 

Eurasia via land and maritime but still, India, Japan and USA are not part of BRI project without the participation of 

these countries it’s very difficult to make BRI as the successful project. BRI are purely China’s project it cannot be 

compared with IMF or world bank although these institutions serve the interest of Western world also respect territorial 

Integrity and sovereignty of other countries and work purely as an economic forum. China’s OBOR project in other 

countries for Economy as well as military uses. 
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