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General Studies Paper - I 
 

Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 

from ancient to modern times. 

Q) The government has approved changes to the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 

Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act, 1958. What are these changes? What will be their 

implications? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act (or AMASR Act) is an act of parliament of 

the government of India that provides for the preservation of ancient and historical monuments and archaeological sites 

and remains of national importance, for the regulation of archaeological excavations and for the protection of sculptures, 

carvings and other like objects. It was passed in 1958. The Archaeological Survey of India functions under the provisions 

of this act. 

2010 Amendment – 

Ancient Monument and Archaeological Sites and Remains act 1958, was amended in 2010 to strengthen its penal 

provisions, to prevent Encroachments and illegal construction close to the monuments- which was happening on a large 

scale. As a result of the increased pressure of habitation, especially in urban areas, protected monuments and sites were 

getting hemmed in from all sides. This affected their safety, security and aesthetics. 

The main features of the amendments were the creation of a “prohibited area” 100 meter around every national 

monument where no construction, public or private is permitted, “regulated area” 200 meter beyond the prohibited 

area, where any construction requires permission of a newly constituted National Monuments Authority. Given the 

unique nature of each monument, the Act also proposed heritage bye-laws for each monument to be prepared by an 

expert body. 

The UPA government’s decision to designate a 100-metre prohibited perimeter around every monument was upheld by 

the Supreme Court of India. 

2017 proposed amendments – 

To make way for certain constructions limited strictly to public works and projects essential to public within the 

prohibited area, the following amendments have been approved:  

i) Insertion of a new definition of “public works” in section 2 of the Act.  

ii) Amendment to section 20A of the Act so as to allow any Department or Office of the Central Government 

to carry out public works in the prohibited area after obtaining permission from the Central Government.  

iii) Insertion of a new clause (ea) to section 20-I of the principal Act. 

Pros – 

 

The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites Remains Act, 1958 (as amended in the year 2010) prohibits grant of 

any permission for new construction within the prohibited area of a centrally protected monument/ site. 

 Prohibition of new construction within prohibited area is adversely impacting various public works and 

developmental projects of the Central Government.  

 The amendment will pave way for certain constructions limited strictly to public works and projects essential to 

public within the prohibited area and benefit the public at large.  

 This amendment would incentivize development activities making communication and transportation easier. 

Present prohibition has restricted such development activities amending which would facilitate constructions. 

Cons – 

A 2013 report by CAG said that about 1/3rd of the National Monuments of the country have been encroached upon and 

a majority of them were poorly guarded due to the lack of manpower.  
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 The monuments which are already deteriorating due to pollution, human interference and development activities 

around are further put under direct threat with the proposed changes.  

 Public works by central government are executed more often than other small infrastructure projects which may 

even cause disturbance to tourism. 

 The construction methods and tools may cause great loss to some architecturally and structurally weak 

monuments, viz. vibrations, particulate pollutants. 

 It will give people the wrong message of govt. giving priority to development over environment, deterring the public 

from being conscious about the environment. 

Conclusion – 

In a developing country like India, transportation & communication facilities are essential for the development of the 

society as a whole. Development along with the lowest adverse impact on the cultural heritage and environment should 

be the aim of govt. As there is a large untapped potential of tourism in India, govt. should adopt balanced approach 

towards development and monument preservation. Development should not occur at the cost of our heritage- cultural 

or environmental. 

 

Q) What lessons can one draw from India’s ancient inscriptions and temples in conserving 

water and fighting droughts today? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Indians since ages of Harappan civilisation have invented and practiced many water conserving tactics like reservoirs, 

baolis, percolation and recharge tanks, dams etc. Ancient inscriptions and temples have records of water conservation. 

 The chaste Sanskrit inscription of Rudradaman in Saurashtra Gujrat talks about the Sudarshana lake built by him. 

It was repaired for number of times and provided water for scarce region. 

 Discovery of a recent inscription of eighth century Chola period has thrown light that the Sivaganga tank, built the 

Raja Raja Chola, was actually a rain water harvesting system to collect water for the famous Big Temple at 

Thanjavur. 

 Inscriptions on Tamil Nadu’s temples record administrative and social decisions from a time when they were a seat 

of authority for the local community. Inscriptions connected to irrigation in Tamil Nadu concern two broad zones, 

the Cauvery delta and the Tamirabarani delta.  

 An inscription, over 1,100 years old, was found at the Sri Arunachaleswarar templein Tiruvannamalai. The 

inscription, according to archaeologists, is believed to be the second oldest found in the temple. It stated that 20 

gold coins were donated for maintaining a water body there. 

Lessons one can learn from them:- 

 Importance and respect for water:- Today, we consider water to be a right. However, in the older traditions, it was 

a representation of god that residents were duty-bound to protect and conserve. 

 Responsibility of locals:- In the Pandya empire, water conservation was a completely local affair. The entire 

community, through the elected temple mahasabha , managed it. This meant that there was constant supervision, 

ownership and responsibility. All systems and processes were sustained through an emotional connection with the 

resource. Some inscriptions show that maintenance was a local responsibility and not that of the king. In fact, many 

capital-intensive projects were funded by the dancing women of temples. 

 Peaceful resolution of dispute:- They talk about disputes related to water sharing and taxes; deaths that happened 

during desilting; and fights over excess water for more rounds of crops. However, these disputes were quickly 

resolved and in a way that the river or tank was respected. 

 Care for the local terrain:- Every tank in Tamil Nadu region had multiple weirs, always built in consonance with 

the local terrain, to drain out excess water. Using these, farmers irrigated the fields. There were complex 

calculations on allocation by turns ( murai ) and hours of supply ( nir naligai ). The interests of the boatmen in the 

lower estuaries and ports were also taken care of so that there was enough water there to permit them to bring 

boats up the river. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Maintenance:- Maintenance of the tanks through desilting and enlargement and building and maintaining of new 

canals was a continuous process. More than a hundred inscriptions across the region deal exclusively with this.  

Conclusion:- 

Today, we may have advanced in technology but we could pick some best practices from long ago. History always teaches 

lessons if we are capable enough to learn them for better present and prosperous future and same applies to water 

conservation. 

 

Q) The language data of the 2011 have still not been made available to the citizens who 

use those languages. Discuss why making this data public is important for citizens. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The preservation of cultural and linguistic diversity in today’s world is a major concern to many scientists, artists, 

writers, politicians, leaders of linguistic communities, and defenders of linguistic human rights. More than half of the 

6000 languages currently spoken in the world are estimated to be in danger of disappearing during the 21st century. 

Although nations historically have used language policies most often to promote one official language at the expense of 

others, many countries now have policies designed to protect and promote regional and ethnic languages whose viability 

is threatened. Indeed, the existence of linguistic minorities within their jurisdiction have often been considered to be a 

potential threat to internal cohesion, States also understand that providing language rights to minorities may be more 

in their long term interest, as a means of gaining citizens’ trust in the central government. 

Census 2011 has not published the data on languages. This has created a demand to publish the data as early as possible. 

Along with publication of data, there are many aspects of government policy towards conservation of languages which 

should be discussed, such as: 

 The provision of data of the languages whose speakers are beyond 10,000 is a discriminatory policy that deprives 

the rights of minority languages and speakers of minor languages. 

 The languages must be seen as a cultural heritage of the country and thus must be provided with equal level of 

attention and conservation efforts. India is a signatory to UNESCO’s charter for promotion of idea of language as 

inalienable cultural right. 

 While denying the data on languages, the government directly denies the right to information. This goes against 

the principle of democracy. The availability of data in public domain is precondition for healthy discourse by society 

on any important topic. 

 By providing data on languages, the government must follow the policy of inclusive development. The marginal 

sections of society, such as nomadic people, tribals, and coastal people must be provided with the genuine sense of 

inclusion by providing required protection and information to languages spoken by them. 

 The release of data will help in the effective conservation of local and minority languages. By losing the languages 

the society loses the knowledge that language holds. Many languages in country do not have script. In such cases, 

the documentation about these languages is very vital to conserve our cultural heritage. 

Steps taken by government to protect the languages: 

 The Government of India has initiated a Scheme known as “Protection and Preservation of Endangered Languages 

of India”. Under this Scheme, the Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL), Mysore works on protection, 

preservation and documentation of all the mother tongues/languages of India spoken by less than 10,000 speakers 

keeping in mind the degree of endangerment and reduction in the domains of usage. 

 According to the criteria adopted by the UNESCO, a language becomes extinct when nobody speaks or remembers 

the language. The UNESCO has categorized languages on basis of endangerment as follows:- 

1. Vulnerable 

2. Definitely Endangered 

3. Severely Endangered 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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4. Critically Endangered 

 The Registrar General, India through his Language Division is taking the steps for the development, preservation 

and documentation of Indian languages and mother tongues through the presentation of decennial language profile 

of the country. 

 There are also efforts bringing out the publications of separate grammatical structures of Indian languages/ mother 

tongues based on the studies conducted through several projects undertaken time to time especially Linguistic 

Survey of India and Mother Tongue Survey of India Projects. 

 Provision of all information against questions raised by Parliamentarians and queries raised under RTI Act, 2005 

are addressed by Register General. 

 

Q) It is said that the Rig Veda is being closer to the Zoroastrian text Avesta than to the 

later Vedas. Discuss significance of this fact in ongoing debate on origin and migration of 

Aryan race. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

The recent debate around the origin and migration of Aryan race is getting fresh evidences like genetic similarities to 

prove the connections. Texual comparison and similarities also indicates possible migration. Many scholars also support 

it. According to Romila Thapar it is these central Asian migrants who wrote the  Avesta in Iran and Rig-Veda in India. 

Similarities 

 There are lots of familiar names in Avestafrom the Rig-Veda and one of the first references comes not from India 

or Persia, but from northern Syria. A treaty signed by the Hittites and Mitannis dating to the fourteenth century 

BC calls upon Indara/Indra, Mitras (il)/Mitra, Nasatianna/Nasatya and Uruvanass (il)/Varuna, all known to Rig-

Veda and  

 There were similarities in rituals too. In India, upanayanais a ritual by which a boy becomes a full member of his 

class. Zoroastrians have a similar ceremony called Navjot which is still practiced by Parsis. 

 The Rig-Veda refers to the drink soma which was drunk at sacrifices and  which caused invigorating effects. 

The Avesta gives physical descriptions of the plant haoma which causes similar effects, though the plant identified 

as haoma by modern Parsis is a bitter herb which does not get your drunk, but just bitter. 

 Like the Rig-Veda, the texts of Avesta were collated over several hundred years and have been dated linguistically 

to around 1000 BCE. 

The significance of it lies in that it strengthens the migration theory. However all things don’t support the claims. Even 

though there are similar words like haoma (soma), daha (dasa), hepta (sapta), hindu (sindhu), and Ahura (Asura) 

in Avesta and Rig-Veda, there are reversals in religious concepts and attributes of Gods. 

 Indra and the devas are demonic in Avesta, and Ahura/asura is considered the highest deity. 

 At the time of composition of the Vedas, Varuna was losing his importance to Indra. In Avesta, Ahura 

Mazda  is the main divinityand some people think that he is the same as Varuna. Varuna sat with his spies who flew 

all around the world and bought back reports on the conduct of mortals. He abhorred sin and loathed evil deeds 

prompted by anger, drink and gambling. 

Hence more evidences, analysis and thoughts need to be given to the debates and related proofs in order to draw any 

concrete conclusion.  

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues  

Q) Discuss the significance of philosophy and objectives behind the Gandhian ashram. Do 

you think the Gandhian ashram experiment is relevant today? Critically comment. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

“This is the right place for our activities to carry on the search for Truth and develop Fearlessness 

For, on one side, are the iron bolts of the foreigners, and on the other, thunderbolts of Mother Nature.” 

                                                                                                                                 : M K Gandhi on Ashrams 

Gandhi, it is true, was not concerned with constructing a system of philosophy, but mainly with applying the ideals and 

principles that had become a part of his life. Therefore, we do not find the distinction between the ideal and the actual 

explicitly stated. One discovers this only when studying his ideas in the context of his background, which was essentially 

that of Hindu philosophy. Cut off from this source, his ideas sometimes produce the impression of inconsistency; read 

in the context, they form a coherent whole. 

The experiments of ashram by Gandhigi have to be seen and studied with the background. The ashrams were the centers 

for the devoted people and showed the way for life to many young minds. The phase of Indian struggle for independence 

needed a dedicated cadre who are clear about their goal and methodology. The ashrams provided base on which a 

particular pattern of thinking was nourished, developed and made to work for service of the country. 

As Gandhiji always said, means are as important as goals. The ashrams exactly met with this way of living where in the 

whole living style was taken into consideration. 

The ashrams were the place that created the sense of common responsibility among the people living there. This 

responsibility towards the principles of truth and non-violence established the foundation of Indian freedom struggle. 

The ashrams has always been open to all and thus spreaded the message of non-discrimination. The involved people in 

created environment thought and work on sustainable development in very indigenous manner. 

The Gandhi ashrams were the source of inspiration as well as seat of intellectual inputs and outputs that held the 

potential to change the world for better life for all souls. 

As a guide to action, Gandhian methodology is a double-edged weapon. Its objective is to transform the individual and 

society simultaneously, in accordance with the principles of truth and nonviolence. The historic task before humankind 

is to progress towards the creation of a nonviolent political, economic and social order by nonviolent struggle. Ashrams 

were the site for these experiments. 

Relevance of Ashrams in contemporary sense: 

 Concept of Sarvodaya: 

Sarvodaya is the economic and social development of a community as a whole, especially as advocated by Mahatma 

Gandhi. In today’s world of inequality the very idea of inclusivity needs better understanding of this concept given by 

Mahatma Gandhi. 

 Forum for critical thinking: 

The perception of what is the truthful path is largely a matter for the individual’s reason and conscience, which therefore 

play key roles. The individual should subject each idea to the test of his or her own conscience and reason. Reason and 

rationality have enormous roles to play in the Gandhian way of thinking. 

 Trusteeship: 

Trusteeship is a socio-economic philosophy propounded by Mahatma Gandhi. It provides a means by which the wealthy 

people would be the trustees of trusts that looked after the welfare of the people in general. A compromise was to 

encourage the wealthy to hold their wealth in trust, to use themselves only what was necessary and to allow the 

remainder to be utilized for the benefit of the whole society. Many of the ashrams were established with the help of 

charities and donations by rich people. In today’s world idea of philanthropy can be well linked with this concept. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The ideals of tolerance as a way living life in ashrams is a guiding path for society today. The level of religious fanatics 

and many other dividing lines among society are so grave and serious that the ashrams concept and philosophy holds 

the learning message for all people. 

 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions 

from different parts of the country. 

Q) How did Indian national leaders during freedom struggle view the birth of Israel? What 

were their views? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Reference 

Introduction- 

India’s position on the establishment of the State of Israel was affected by many factors, including India’s 

own partition on religious lines, and India’s relationship with other nations. 

Indian freedom fighter and birth of Israel- 

(Some of the views are explained in detail just to impart the conceptual clarity to the students) 

Mahatma Gandhi- 

 Indian independence leader Mahatma Gandhi believed the Jews had a good case and a prior claim for Israel, but 

opposed the creation of Israel on religious or mandated Mahatma Gandhi’s position on the issue was quite clear. 

He stated “My sympathies are with all the Jews….I came to learn much of their age long persecutions. But my 

sympathy does not blind me to the requirements of justice. The cry for the national home for the Jews does not 

make much appeal for me. The sanction for it is sought in the Bible….Why should they not like other peoples of the 

earth make that country their home where they earn their livelihood? Palestine belongs to the Arabs in the same 

sense that England belongs to the English or France to the French.” 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru- 

 Nehru was skeptical of Britain’s non-impartial role in the conflict between Israel and Palestine. With his anti-

imperialist and anti-colonial focus, he wrote the ‘Zionist movement was the child of British imperialism’ and in his 

famous Glimpses of World History, he observed ‘the story of Palestine ever since has been one of conflict between 

Arabs and Jews, with the British Government siding with one or the other as occasion demanded, but generally 

supporting the Jews’. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru supported the Palestinian cause on moral grounds. His government also voted against the 

partitioning of the Palestine plan of 1947 and also voted against the Israel’s admission to the UN in 1949. 

 At the same time another factor which pushed Nehru to support the Palestinian cause was ‘Arabs’. Less than two 

weeks after recognizing Israel in 1950, Nehru frankly admitted the Arab factor saying, “We would have done this 

[recognition of Israel] long ago, because Israel is a fact. We refrained because of our desire not to offend the 

sentiments of our friends in the Arab countries.” 

 Nehru also emphasized the necessity of reconciliation between Israel and Palestine and stressed on the amicable 

solution between the two through negotiations and dialogue. 

India’s Hindu Nationalists- 

 Various proponents of Hindu nationalism supported or sympathized with the creation of Israel. Hindu 

Mahasabha leader Vinayak Damodar Savarkar supported the creation of Israel on both moral and political 

grounds, and condemned India’s vote at the UN against Israel.  

 Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sanghleader Madhav Sadashiv Golwalkar admired Jewish nationalism and 

believed Palestine was the natural territory of the Jewish people, essential to their aspiration for nationhood. 

Conclusion- 

Thus there were both opposition and support among the Indian nationalist for the creation of Israel in the Palestinian 

region. Ultimately India had to accept the existence of Israel, but the full-fledged diplomatic relations could not be 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/07/1-indian-national-leaders-freedom-struggle-view-birth-israel-views-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/07/1-indian-national-leaders-freedom-struggle-view-birth-israel-views-examine/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/the-promise-of-a-chosen-people-israel-palestine-relations-india-isreal-narendra-modi-4739238/
http://nsurj.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/19-DanielWaqar.pdf


 

www.insightsonindia.com  11 www.insightsias.com  

established between the two till 1992. Since then, India has improved and strengthened its relations with Israel by de-

hyphenating India’s Israel-Arab policy. 

 

Topic: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

Q) Briefly discuss of history of Chinese claims on Indian territories and the genesis of 

present crisis in between India and China near Bhutan border. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

The Sino-Indian border dispute is one of the longest running border disputes in the world, which has so far eluded a 

solution. While China has settled its territorial disputes with most of its neighbours , including Russia and Vietnam, the 

border dispute with India is yet to be resolved, even after 15 rounds of negotiation under the new framework of Special 

Representative Talks initiated in 2003 during Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s visit to China, which indeed gave 

an impetus to the border talks. 

History of Chinese claims on Indian territories- 

India-China border dispute is contended in three 

areas viz Aksai Chin, Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim 

region. 

Aksai Chin- 

 The western stretch of the China-India border 

runs from the Karakoram pass to Gya peak, in 

north-eastern Himachal Pradesh-The 

alignment India claims was first outlined in the 

Treaty of Tingmosang on 1642, signed after a 

war between Ladakh and Tibet. 

 In 1842, envoys of the maharaja of Jammu and 

Kashmir, the Dalai Lama and the Chinese 

emperor reaffirmed faith in this line, saying it 

had been “fixed from ancient times”. No-one, 

though, actually mapped this line on a piece of 

paper. In 1847, Lord Harding, the governor-

general of India, proposed a boundary 

commission to solve this problem. China, 

however, said there was no need for the commission, since “the borders of those territories have been sufficiently 

and distinctly fixed so it will prove far more convenient to refrain from any measures to fix them”. In 1848, though, 

Kashmir and Tibet signed an agreement to formalise their borders, and surveyors were sent out to map it. 

 Chinese official maps issued in 1853, 1917 and 1919 accepted the border India now claims—but, in 1956, that 

country drove a road through Aksai Chin, the giant high-altitude desert to its east. India thus lost possession of 

Aksai Chin—without, the record shows, much protest until 1958. 

Arunachal Pradesh- 

 In 1913-1914, British officers carried out surveys to map the territorial jurisdiction of southern Tibet—leading to a 

border called the McMahon Line, after the name of the British-Indian representative at the conference in Shimla 

where it was agreed on. The Line runs from the Bhutan-India-Tibet junction, to Peak 15,283-feet, 8 kilometers 

from the Diphu-La, where China, India and Myanmar meet. 

 China rejects the MacMahon Line, saying it was signed by an illegitimate authority. In 1912, the Tibetans had—

briefly—won independence, forcing out the Chinese Amban, or governor. It remained semi-independent until 1950, 

when China retook Lhasa—a move India then, and now, accepts as legitimate. In essence, this means China claims 

all of Arunachal Pradesh. 
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Sikkim region (dispute is more of China-Bhutan than China-India)- 

 Until 1959, China made no claims on Bhutan, asserting in one official communication that there were no 

discrepancies in its maps and those of Bhutan at that time. But now, its Ministry of Foreign Affairs cites the 1890 

China-Britain treaty, which states that the border runs west from Doka-La along the ridgeline — that is, south of 

the Doklam plateau which means Doklam plateau falls under China. 

 Doko La plateau is strategically significant. It overlooks the Chumbi valley which has two important passes – Nathu 

La and Jelep La – to connect India and China. The plateau is contested by both Bhutan and China. Doko La plateau 

makes survey of Indian territory up to the Siliguri corridor easy. This also brings the security of Sikkim under 

threat, hence ferociously contested by India. 

Genesis of present crisis between India and China- 

 China first began to turn up the heat along the Chumbi valley in the late 1960s, escalating sharply in coming decade 

with a growing programme of road works construction. Faced with sharp Bhutanese protests, a status quo 

agreement was signed in 1988, and border talks began. In 1990, in the seventh round of talks, China offered a deal 

swapping their northern claims for those east of Chumbi — that is, those of most advantage against India. Then, in 

1999, China made a territorial deal contingent on establishing full diplomatic relations. 

 From 2004, China sought to settle the issue by escalating the pressure. That year, road construction work started 

from the Langmorpo stream towards the Zuri ridge. Then, the PLA began a series of intrusions into the Charithang 

valley, stretching all the way to the Royal Bhutan Army’s outposts at Lahrigang, several kilometres behind the 

country’s claim line. Further road construction work began in 2009 on bridges along the Zuri and Phuteogang 

ridges, overlooking the Charithang valley. 

 Immediate reason- Since the beginning of June this year, Indian and Chinese troops have been facing off across 

a small meadow called Turning Point at the end of Chumbi valley — a pasture called the Doklam plateau, which is 

claimed by China but belongs to Bhutan. In an action without precedent, Indian troops have intervened in support 

of the Royal Bhutan Army, after the Chinese People’s Liberation Army refused to stop work on a road leading 

through the disputed territory towards Doka-La, India’s last post overlooking the plateau. For modern India, the 

Chumbi valley is a dagger pointed at the chicken’s neck sector, the narrow strip of territory that links the country 

to its Northeast. 

Conclusion- 

The likely outcome is that both sides will back away, giving diplomats and military strategists time to think through their 

options: India’s decision to commit militarily in Bhutan seems to have surprised China and has changed the game for 

all sides. However the dialogue and negotiations between the three remain the most feasible solution. 

 

Topic: Salient features of Indian society; Diversity of India. 

Q) How does cow vigilantism affect Indian society? In your opinion, what should 

government do to stop cow vigilantism? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The cow protection movement has been a religious and political movement aiming to protect the cows 

whose slaughter has been broadly opposed by Hindus, Buddhists, Jains and Sikhs. While the opposition to slaughter of 

animals including cows has ancient roots in Indian religions, the cow protection movement traces to the colonial era 

British India. The earliest activism is traceable to Sikhs of Punjab who opposed cow slaughter in the 1860s.The 

movement became popular in the 1880s and thereafter, attracting the support from the Arya Samaj founder Swami 

Dayananda Saraswati in the late 19th-century, and from Mahatma Gandhi in early 20th-century. 

Current scenario:- 

Today, “Cow vigilantism” is commonly used in India to describe the current lawlessness happening under the rubric of 

Cow protection. The word “vigilant” means keeping lookout for possible difficulties or danger. The term “vigilante” refers 

to a self-appointed person or a group of persons that undertakes to enforce the law without any legal authority. It also 

includes persons who take the law into their own hands to avenge what they may perceive to be crime. No definition of 

“vigilante” includes what is happening in India: Murder and violence of men by other men in illegally and extra-judicially 

enforcing religious beliefs. 
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In contemporary times, according to media reports, cattle theft for beef production in India has increased, as well as 

cow-protection groups and cow protection-related violence. 

In the present day, Gau Raksha Dal and cow vigilantes continue to spread the cow protection movement in India, but 

some recognised organisations are also working on this cause widely. Pawan Pandit, the chairman of Bhartiya Gau 

Raksha Dal, is leading the cow protection movement currently. 

Recent incidences of cow vigilantism :- 

 Attack have been reported from Daltonganj in Jharkhand to Una in Gujarat to Mandsaur in Madhya Pradesh to 

Sonepat on Delhi-Haryana border to Chittorgarh in Rajasthan. 

 A review of media reports shows 32 cases of attacks by mobs or vigilante groups on Muslims since May 2014. 

 The incidences of lynching of Akhlaq in Dadri in 2015 or the stripping and beating of dalit youths in Una, Gujaratin 

2016 are disturbing. 

 On 9 October 2015, a truck was attacked by petrol bombs by alleged Hindu extremists after rumours of it carrying 

dead cows emerged. Zahid Ahmad, the truck driver succumbed to his injuries 10 days later, while another man 

suffered serious burn injuries. 

 As news of the death in Delhi spread, mobs took to the streets in the southern district of Anantnag in the Kashmir 

Valley and blocked the Jammu-Srinagar highway by burning tyres. 

 Madhya Pradesh that hogged headlined for the assault on women meat traders in Mandsaur and Ratlam districts 

on suspicion of carrying beef has seen about 50% increase in crime against Dalits between 2013 and 2015. 

 Two men, who were forced to consume cow dung in Kundli on Delhi-Haryana border by Haryana Gau Rakshak 

Samiti earlier this month, were Muslim cattle traders from Mewat region. 

 Junaid Khan, 16, was stabbed and killed on a train while he was on his way home in Ballabhgarh after shopping for 

Eid. 

Recently Indian Prime Minister spoke publically about it. Speaking at a public event in western Gujarat state, PM 

Narendra Modi said that “killing people in the name of [cow worship] is not acceptable.” “No person in this nation has 

the right to take the law in his or her own hands” 

How vigilantism affecting Indian Society :- 

 Promoting violence :- Cow vigilantism conceals more than it reveals. It bestows a measure of social, moral and legal 

legitimacy to the so-called Cow protectors. More tragically, and to a large degree, it hides their criminality: It 

conceals the truth of men killing other men in the name of the Cow. 

 Damaging secular inclusive fabric of Indian society :- (Targeting the Dalits and Muslims in society) Increasing cow 

vigilantism in India has a few common threads: rise in crimes against Dalits, fall in conviction rate, assaulters 

belong mostly to politically-linked influential Hindu upper castes and the victims are mostly Dalits or poor Muslims 

with no political voice. Dalits and Muslims in the past year have faced the ire of emboldened cow vigilante groups 

under the aegis of right-wing Hindu groups: Vishwa Hindu Parishad and Bajrang Dal. 

 Economic impact:- By 2014 the cattle trade was worth around Rs 2,500 crore whereas it is now hovering around 

Rs 200-250 crore. Cow vigilantes have badly damaged our trade and economy. The people like tanners, leather 

makers and beef producers have been hit very badly. 

 Constitutionally & Politically :-Its like mockery of democracy. It potentially violates right to freedom of speech and 

expression and profession (Article 19) and right to life and personal liberty  (article 21). It undermines rule of law 

and causes irreparable harm to the democracy in long term by undermining state institutions and eroding the trust 

of citizens in them.  

Government should take following steps to stop cow vigilantism :- 

 Need of strong political will :- Speech is better than silence and our Prime Ministers recent remarks may help 

sharpen the focus on how determined governments are to uphold the rule of law — firmly, decisively, and in a 

manner that deters cow vigilantism. Government must walk the talk and take concrete prohibiting and remedial 

steps. 

 Complete ban order must be checked against its economic impact and it must be re constituted based on rational 

inputs. .The states which have a cow slaughter law should promote some other form of trade so that illegal trade 

does not takes place because economic issue always imbalances the society. 
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 A speedy trials and fair justice must be ensured to victims of cow vigilantism. Affected families must be 

compensated. 

 Identifying high risk areas in every state and enforcing law and order, moral and community policing there, setting 

examples by catching anti social elements will help. 

 Empower Public: People who are campaigning against cow vigilantism should be encouraged and empowered in 

bringing any wrong incidents to respective governments notice. 

Conclusion :- “In killing men and women in the Cow’s name, the killers desecrate the Cow,” is what Bapu the Mahatma 

would have said. Cows are sacred to many; and one respects that. But violence by humans upon humans – regardless of 

the reason being sacred or profane – is inhumane; in any civilised society that much is common ground – at the very 

least it should be – among the killers and the killed in the Cow’s name. If this much can’t be presumed in a civil society, 

the society is uncivil and the continuing slaughter in the name of the Cow then is a much larger tragedy than previously 

feared. Once before, during the Independence movement, India had allowed itself to be overtaken by the zealotry and 

politics of religion. The deep, deadly and divisive wounds of such zealotry and politics tormented and forever wounded 

the soul of the country ending in the deathly debacle of partition of 1947. Once again, the slaughter of men in the name 

of Cows threatens to slash and slice the soul of India. In the matters Sacred or Profane, India can no longer afford to be 

a mute spectator to the brutal assassination of its multi-religious, multi-ethnic and multi-racial soul. It must speak out, 

speak up and, for all to see, stand up for its soul.  

 

Q) Tolerance is said to be one of the salient features of Indian society. In your opinion, 

why are Indians more tolerant? Is this tolerance under threat? Critically comment. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- Toleration is the acceptance of an action, object, or person which one dislikes or disagrees with, where 

one is in a position to disallow it but chooses not to. It has also been defined as “to bear or endure” or “to nourish, sustain 

or preserve” or as “a fair, objective, and permissive attitude toward those whose opinions, beliefs, practices, racial or 

ethnic origins, etc., differ from one’s own; freedom from bigotry” too. 

Toleration in India is often linked only with the religious issues but it must be practiced in wide dimensions of thoughts, 

opinions, rights, living styles etc 

Why are Indians more tolerant :- 

 Hinduism way of life of majority people :- Hindutva was not a religion, but a way of life and a state of mind. Unlike 

many other major religions (this is especially the case for Islam and Christianity), there is no expectation or 

obligation on the adherents to propagate the faith to new followers or converts. This is a core reason for Hinduism’s 

inherent tolerance: Hindus usually have no reason to believe that the way proposed by another faith is false. So 

potentially multiple ways, including those proposed by other faiths, could be legitimate. This too is in sharp contrast 

to many other major religions, which do mandate a firm adherence  to a strictly laid path (often with a single book, 

a single founder)  and tend to reject other belief systems.  

 Historical reasons :- India is a melting pot of civilisations. It was never an aloof country and kept its door wide open 

for every foreigner right from shaka, Kushana to Islamic invaders like Mohummad Ghori, Mughal dynasty etc. 

 India birthland of many religions :- Many important religion of world like Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism were 

originated in India. All of them taught principles of toleration and mutual respects for each others. Also hundreds 

of heterodox sects were also originated in India. 

 Geographical factors :- India is surrounded by seas on three side and situated at major trade routes between east 

and west ex Silk route. Many traders, foreign travellers visited this land like Morco Polo, Al Beruni, Fa Hein, Ibna 

Batuta since ancient times and introduced different cultural elements which got mingled into Indian society making 

people tolerant for differences and variations. 

 Diversity :- Hundreds of different religions, languages, sects, dress styles, festivals, cultures, folk traditions makes 

India a diverse and unique country which also pushes toleration in order to ensure survival of all. 

 National Freedom Movement :- It played very important role in generating the feeling of One Nation on the basis 

of toleration. Our forefathers ensured that we practice it in our very nerve and vein. They set high examples in it. 

Gandhiji’s satyagraha was example of toleration even to foreign rule, Nehru carved out his first cabinet out of 
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diverse parties and opinions even with those who were most critical to him. Even our constitution was framed in 

most possible free manner by incorporating freedom of speech, expression, religion by our constitution makers. 

Intolerance stems from an invincible assumption of the infallibility and truth of one’s beliefs, the dogmatic conviction 

about the rightness of one’s tenets and their superiority over others, and with the passage of time, this leads to forcible 

imposition of one’s ideology on others, often resulting in violence. 

Consider some events they shows that tolerance is under threat in India :- 

 Salman Rushdie is driven out of Mumbai by protests at his presence organised by Samajwadi Party hooligans and 

extremist Muslim groups. 

 Taslima Nasreen is not only obliged to live in hiding, but the Communist Government of West Bengal claims it is 

unable to protect her, and a Congress Union Minister from that State, once a byword for liberal culture and 

intellectual freedom, demands that she apologise “with folded hands” to her tormentors. 

 India’s Picasso, M.F. Husain, a national treasure, spends his 90s in exile in Dubai and London because he cannot 

stand the harassment of multiple lawsuits that have been filed against him and fears he cannot set foot in his native 

land without being hauled off to a police lock-up. 

 A not too recent instance was the determined effort to ban the exhibition of the film Ore Oru Gramathiley by a 

group of persons who regarded its theme and presentation as hostile to the policy of reservation of jobs in public 

employment and seats in educational institutions in favour of Scheduled Castes and backward classes. There were 

threats of attacking cinema houses where the film would be shown. 

 There is emerging and aggressive emphasis on culture of ‘ism’ may it be regionalism, linguism, communalism, 

secessionism and may it be jingoism. They are seen as attacks on the tolerant fabric of nation. 

However such incidences can’t be taken as regular norm in society. India is home to second largest Muslim population 

in world, our constitution and judiciary defend freedom of thought, expression to its greatest extent, support and protest 

by civil society like recently organised Not in my name campaign shows tolerance is very much alive in India. It can be 

said the India is a tolerant country with a few intolerant people. 

The problem with tolerance is that it’s an independent, individual choice and cannot be forced onto anyone. It is also a 

deeply patronising value. Its exercise rests on perceptions an individual possesses about another community and its 

implementation then becomes a matter of individual dispensation and benevolence. 

Conclusion :- An unmistakable feature of any nation which professes to be democratic is the prevalence of tolerance 

therein. Tolerance is not merely a goody-goody virtue. It is vital because it promotes the receiving or acknowledging of 

new ideas and this helps to break the status quo mentality. Tolerance is particularly needed in large and complex 

societies comprising people with varied beliefs, as in India. This is because readiness to tolerate views other than one’s 

own facilitates harmonious coexistence.  Let us resolve to promote tolerance in our multi-religious, multi-cultural nation 

and thereby strengthen and enrich our pluralist democracy which is the pride of our nation. 

 

Q) Discuss critically the significance of Dalit iconography such as statues of Ambedkar 

across India. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- Iconography, as a branch of art history, studies the identification, description, and the interpretation 

of the content of images. A secondary meaning is the production of religious images, called “icons”.  Dalit iconography 

refers to use of images, statues, paintings specially related to or of Dr . Ambedkar’s in order to assert their presence and 

keep the memories of it alive. Sculptor Brahmesh V Wagh first designed a statue of Ambedkar holding a copy of the 

Constitution in one hand and the other outstretched with a pointing index finger, which is now commonly seen across 

the country. The first time any iconography of Ambedkar had been placed in a public space was a bronze image on the 

south-east side of the Lok Sabha hall, New Delhi, in 1966. 

Significance :- 

 Iconography helps people in recognising the glorious efforts, contributions made by the national leaders. It remind 

us about our responsibilities and duties towards them. 
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 The politics of proliferating Dalit iconography is one of seeking visibility and asserting one’s right to access public 

spaces. making themselves (dalit’s) visible in the village cultural scape is the primary motive in erecting Dalit 

imagery at the entrance of their ghettos, apart from laying claim to public spaces.  

 It is also to ascribe Dalit pride as a citizen of this land and nation by linking it with the Ambedkar’s immense 

contribution for the country. 

 Ambedkar as an icon has become a symbol of Dalit identity. Proliferation of his iconography as a vehicle of the 

socio political aspirations and assertions of Dalits in caste-ridden public places unravels a process of “deep 

politicisation” in Indian society 

However such iconography also has it’s dark side :- 

 Clashes routinely erupt over such iconography given the upper castes’ fear of their threatened hegemony. Ex the 

recent Saharanpur clashes. It may lead to disturbance to social harmony, casteism and thereby to politicisation of 

issues. These can be easily targeted to spread hatred. 

 The affronted upper castes consider these assertions as a threat to their social dominance, historically legitimated 

and justified byvillage society. Thus, there are two kinds of political emotions at work, in the context of proliferating 

Dalit iconography, in the villages of north India: (i) Dalit emotions of self–pride at rising social visibility, and (ii) 

the upper castes’ fear over threatened hegemonic control. Consequently, violence is the outcome of these two 

political emotions engendered in the face of Dalit art and politics. 

 An effort at creating spaces of Dalit Bahujan pride was projected as a symbol of massive corruption and self-

indulgence. Many a times people decried these acts as a waste of state resources and taxpayers’ money. 

Conclusion :- Dalit Iconography has over the period helped in showcasing the aspirations of Dalit community but 

overemphasis on it and its aggressive push is not in much interest of people. Dr . Ambedkar himself was in oppose to it. 

What is required is diversifying the modes of preserving the values, cherished principles of great leaders and memorising 

their contribution. Opening libraries, study and research centres for their work, spreading awareness through museums 

will go in long run while giving voice to people belonging to them as well. 

 

Q) Which are the important factors one should consider before making any strong 

conclusions, such as Aryan migration either into India or out of India, related to Indian 

populations? In the light of recent debate on Aryan migration, critically examine.  

Introduction :- The migration of Aryans and their settling in Indian continent is a long debated subject. Indo-

European linguists have long held the belief that a band or bands of speakers of an Indo-European language, later to be 

called Sanskrit, entered India over the northwest passes. The recent genetic research is also confirming the same. 

However there are many factors which needs to be taken into account before concluding the debate:- 

 Indian population is very complex, diverse in terms of its genetics, biology. The above mentioned study is 

conducted by a team of 16 co-authors including Martin P. Richards of the University of Huddersfield, which 

compiled and analysed Y chromosome data mainly from the targeted South Asian populations living in the U.K. 

and U.S. Such narrow sample can’t be considered basis. 

 Under-representation :- the South Asian populations included in the “1000 Genomes Project” under-represent the 

genomic diversity of the Subcontinent. Tribes are one of the founding populations of India, any conclusion drawn 

without studying them will fail to capture the complete genetic information of the Subcontinent. 

 India is a nation of close to 4,700 ethnic populations, including socially stratified communities, many of which have 

maintained endogamy (marrying within the community) for thousands of years, and these have been hardly 

sampled in the Y chromosome analysis led by Marina Silva/Richards et al.  

 The Y chromosome phylogeny suffered genetic drift (lineage loss), and thus there is a greater chance to lose less 

frequent R1a (an indication of the arrival of Bronze Age Indo-European speakers) branches, if one concentrates 

only on specific populations, keeping in mind the high level of endogamy of the Subcontinent 

Conclusion :- With the information currently available, it is difficult to deduce the direction of haplogroup R1a 

migration either into India or out of India, although the genetic data certainly show that there was migration between 

the regions. Currently, CSIR-CCMB and Harvard Medical School are investigating a larger number of samples, which 

will hopefully throw more light on this debate. 
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Q) “The Amarnath Yatra symbolises the best of Kashmir’s old syncretic ethos.” Discuss. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- Amarnath cave is a Hindu shrine located in Jammu and Kashmir, India. Each year, hundreds of 

thousands of pilgrims make the trek up to the shrine.  Kashmir and its people are famous for the ethos of ‘Kashmiriat’, 

‘Jamhuriat’ and ‘Insaniyat’. Kashmiris have taken pride in inhabiting a cultural space between Vedic Hinduism and Sufi 

Islam. The traditional communal harmony in Kashmir enabled the peaceful coexistence of Muslims and Hindus, mutual 

respect for their places of worship, and an ability to synthesize not just cultural but religious practices as well.  A fitting 

symbol of this syncretic ethos of Kashmir is Lalla-Ded, a figure revered by both the Pandits and Muslims of Kashmir. 

How Amarnath yatra symbolizes Kashmir’s old syncretic ethos :- 

 According to lore, the cave was discovered by a Muslim shepherd, Buta Malik, in 1850. The family of Buta Malik 

remained the traditional custodian of the shrine, along with Hindu priests from the Dashnami Akhara and Purohit 

Sabha Mattan. If it is taken as a truth, this unique ensemble of faiths turned Amarnath into a symbol of Kashmir’s 

centuries-old communal harmony and composite culture. 

 Chhota Amarnath in Bandipore for generations had a chowkidar from a local Muslim family, who were also the 

neighbours of the Hindu priest’s family. 

 Many shrines, both Hindu and Muslim, are revered by both communities. 

 The Amarnath pilgrimage has existed in a larger narrative in which Shaivite and Sufi practices were fused together 

in a composite culture and tradition.  

Conclusion :-Though this age-old syncretic ethos received a serious blow by the circumstances that led to the migration 

of Kashmiri pandits in 1990, the Amarnath Yatra remained a signifier of the Hindu-Muslim bond. 

 

Q) Maharashtra’s new law prohibiting the social boycott of individuals, families or any 

community by informal village councils is a template for other states. Comment. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

A boycott is an act of voluntary and intentional abstention from dealing with a person, as an expression of protest, 

usually for social, political, or environmental reasons. The purpose of a boycott is to inflict some economic loss on the 

target, or to indicate a moral outrage, to try to compel the target to alter an objectionable behaviour. 

Background: 

 The Issue of social boycott is historical and it is unfortunate fact that it exist even today. Though the boycott has 

reduced to a considerable extent at individual level, the Jat panchayats still practice this inhumane tool to 

suppress the acts which are considered as anti social or different from traditional practices. 

 The State of Maharashtra has seen several instances of social boycott of individuals most often for marrying within 

the same gotra (clan) or outside the prescribed boundaries of caste. The highest number of incidents was reported 

from the districts of Raigad, Ratnagiri and Nashik; and the largest number of cases of social boycott was provoked 

by inter-caste marriages. 

 Maharashtra’s social boycott law is best understood as one front in a long struggle to effectuate the Constitution’s 

guarantee against social exclusion, as expressed in Articles 15(2) and 17. 

 Article 17 of the Constitution and the Protection of Civil Rights Act outlaw untouchability in all its forms, but these 

are legal protections intended for the Scheduled Castes. In reality, members of various castes and communities 

also require such protection from informal village councils and gatherings of elders who draw on their own notions 

of conformity, community discipline, morality and social mores to issue diktats to the village or the community to 

cut off ties with supposedly offending persons and families. 
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Salient features of the bill: 

 The Bill provides for prohibition of social boycott of a person or group of persons, by an individual or a group like 

caste panchayats. 

 The provisions of the law define social boycott as a cognisable, but bailable offence, and provide for an 

imprisonment of up to three years or Rs. 1 lakh fine or both. 

 The legislation had provisions for disbursing the fine amount to the victims and their rehabilitation. 

 The law recognises the human rights dimension to issues of social boycott, as well as the varied forms in which it 

occurs in a caste-based society. 

 The bill takes into account discrimination on the basis of morality, social acceptance, political inclination, sexuality, 

which it prohibits. 

 Bill makes it an offence to create cultural obstacles by forcing people to wear a particular type of clothing or use a 

particular language. 

Way ahead: 

The state of Maharashtra is the first state to enact such law and thus provides the path for the other states to follow it. 

Reasons can be: 

1. Constitutionality: The legal provisions of this act protect the article 15, 17 and 21 of Indian constitution. These 

provisions of constitution aim to protect the civil rights of an individual and thus there is huge scope to implement 

provisions of law on similar lines in other states. 

2. The law maintains the demographic balance of society by prohibiting illegal activities such as  forced migration , 

female foeticide etc 

3. The issue of informal jat panchayat can be effectively solved by such progressive legislation. The jat panchayat do 

not fits into the progressive philosophy of contemporary age and thus should be strictly regularised to prohibit any 

decision based on discriminatory ground. 

4. The provision of rehabilitation will help to strengthen the one of the marginalised sections of the society. 

5. The issue of cultural obstacle created by people with respect to clothing or language are very critical, especially in 

urban areas. 

The social boycott is the worst case of discrimination. As the state has the welfare state policy , any kind of negative 

discrimination ,based on any ground is derogatory and thus to be prohibited by law. The very purpose of the legislation 

is to push society towards radical reforms and thus making efforts to have an egalitarian structure where in opportunities 

and rights are equal for all. The current piece of legislation is on the same line of thought. 

 

Topic: Role of women; population issues; social empowerment; poverty issues, communalism, 

regionalism & secularism 

Q) Critically analyse role being played by education in empowering rural society in India. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The real India live in villages this saying is true today. As more than the half (69%) of the population of the country lives 

in villages. Rural development is an important factor for the development of our economy. The important motivating 

factor for the development of the economy in today’s time is education. 

Role being played by education in empowering rural society- 

Economic- 

 Spread of education particularly higher education in rural areas, has opened the vast sea of new professional 

opportunities to the rural young. Education has helped them to occupy better positions not only in the government 

services but also in the corporate world. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/03/1-critically-analyse-role-played-education-empowering-rural-society-india/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/03/1-critically-analyse-role-played-education-empowering-rural-society-india/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/written-off-in-the-hinterland/article19200382.ece


 

www.insightsonindia.com  19 www.insightsias.com  

 Education is bringing new and modern ideas of development to the rural areas. More and more women are scaling 

the ladders of higher education and exploring the new careers. 

 Education is providing fantastic entrepreneurial opportunity to the bright minds from rural areas in areas like agro-

industries, food processing industries etc. Government is helping them through schemes like MUDRA, Stand-up 

India, Skill India etc. 

  In contemporary India, villages are playing an important role as segments of the national economy by producing 

agrarian, industrial and other goods, for national as well as international markets. But ultimately, it is the 

international price movement of different goods which regulates the required quantity of the commodities and 

their price. However our education in rural areas has failed to provide such insights to people. There is no focus on 

making farmers and peasants aware of the intricacies of the international market, new research that is being taking 

place in agriculture, best agricultural practices around the world etc. 

 As such, it is quintessential to have an accurate understanding of the intricate structure of global economy and for 

that the rural masses need to be educated. 

Political- 

 The education is bringing better understanding of politics in rural India. People are being aware about their voting 

rights, political rights etc. Rural activists are increasingly using Right to Information act to secure rights of the 

people. 

 Participation of women at local governments has increased significantly. Although low in proportion, education is 

bringing dimension of accountability to politics and administration. 

 However the education is yet to break the caste loyalties and religious fanatism in rural areas. Caste politics is 

predominantly rules the political landscape of the rural hinterlands. 

 Due to the existence of the Panchayati Raj, various political parties and universal adult franchise in the political 

system of rural India, it is important for rural people to have adequate education so that they can better understand 

the programs and principles of the ruling bodies and elect worthy representatives. In the modern times, members 

of the rural public also participate actively in the elections of panchayat and political parties. To work as a 

competent member of any political association, it is necessary for any individual to possess certain qualifications. 

Social- 

 Education is bringing plethora of social changes in rural areas. The historical relationship between caste and 

profession is tearing up and social status of historically marginalized classes is increasing. 

 Educated women are no more looked down upon as earlier and they have occupied key positions in the public 

affairs. They are being accepted as the head member of the family in many key government welfare programs and 

schemes. 

 There is increasing awareness about social rights and social discrimination is being fought with the help of legal 

machinery in the rural areas. 

 Though the constitutional notion of equality is yet to achieve, education is acting as great tool to achieve it. 

 The Indian Constitution provides for several rights and principles of citizens, of which the right to education is a 

major aspect. To understand the significance and functioning of these rights, modern education is a must. 

Cultural- 

 It is being argued that there is increasing cultural divide between Rural and Urban areas with the later adopting 

the modern practices and technologies faster. Even education is bereft of the new developments taking place 

outside. Though it is true that the spread of digitalization is slow in rural areas, it is not completely absent. However 

education is bridging the divide between the two wherever there is availability of better facilities. 

 Today’s culture is advancing fast, with the introduction and availability of different kinds of modern gadgets, both 

in the urban and rural sectors of India. To handle and utilize the benefits of these advanced gadgets, education is a 

prerequisite. For example, a rural farmer who has access to modern agricultural tools like fertilizers, tractors, 

threshers and harvesters must be educated enough to understand the advantages of those tools. The progress of 

culture also necessitates liberty of individuals and social co-ordination. Education can affect the intellectual life of 

people.  
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Conclusion- 

Education is the most important instrument for bringing socio-economic, cultural and political changes in rural areas. 

Government has taken many steps to increase the spread and quality of education in rural areas. Programs like Sarva 

Shiksha Abhiyan, Mid-day Meal, Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao etc are being implemented to increase the reach of the 

education. Though there are discrepancies in their implementation and expected output has not achieved, education 

holds the key for real transformation of rural India. 

 

Q) What do you understand by development? It is said that recent resistances by social 

movements have changed World Bank’s understanding of development paradigm. Do you 

agree? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- Development is a process that creates growth, progress, positive change or the addition of physical, 

economic, environmental, social and demographic components.  The purpose of development is a rise in the level and 

quality of life of the population, and the creation or expansion of local regional income and employment opportunities, 

without damaging the resources of the environment.  Development is visible and useful, not necessarily immediately, 

and includes an aspect of quality change and the creation of conditions for a continuation of that change. 

The recent World Bank’s ‘World Development Report 2017: Governance and the Law’ is a remarkable document. For 

the report, development is not the expansion of economic freedom, but following Amartya Sen, is the removal of all 

kinds of “unfreedoms” so that governance delivers the three goals of security, growth and equity achieved in ecologically 

sustainable ways.  

The world bank’s understanding of development paradigm have changed from just concept of seven decades of 

development thinking based on— technocracy: reliance on capital, technology and (Western) experts and supposedly 

above politics and power — perpetrated by international financial institutions (IFIs)/development agencies controlled 

by the Global North. 

What caused this shift :- 

 The resistances by social movements have led the bank to speak the language of the people. Hence, the increasing 

focus on issues such as gender rights, equity (the 2006 report was titled ‘Equity and Development’), etc. 

 The rise of China and India and their decreasing reliance on the bank makes the latter less powerful than before. 

Thus, acknowledging politics and power relations is one way to defuse the challenges to the bank’s dominance. 

 The bank is also responding to multifarious challenges to the development hegemony of the North (secured also by 

the participation of Southern elites). 

Conclusion :- The world bank’s understanding of development is broadening now and it’s a welcome step. The projects 

by it in social sector like Tejaswini, Skill India in India, Chad education sector reform in Africa shows this changed 

attitude. It’s orientation towards people and resonance in their voice will also act as the safeguard for its own existence 

and continued functioning. 

 

Q) What do you understand by replacement-level fertility? Analyse its trend in northern 

and southern states in India and importance of its trends to policymaking, especially 

development and migration planning. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- “Replacement level fertility” is the total fertility rate—the average number of children born per 

woman—at which a population exactly replaces itself from one generation to the next, without migration. This rate 

is roughly 2.1 children per woman for most countries, although it may modestly vary with mortality rates. 

Trends in northern and southern states :- 

 Despite the decline in total fertility rates (TFR) countrywide, 12 States continue to have TFR above 2.1 children per 

woman, known as replacement-level fertility.  

 The trends suggests a predominantly youthful north and a maturing south and west.  
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 Just nine States – all of them in the north and east, except for Gujarat – haven’t yet reached replacements levels of 

2.1 

 In North Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh these five States will account for more 

than 55% of population growth in India till 2030. 

 West Bengal now has India’s lowest fertility, with the southern States, Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab and Himachal 

Pradesh. Among backward States, Odisha too has reduced its fertility to 2.1. 

 

Importance of these trends in policymaking (development and migration):- 

 The migration trend is evident, with established flows of young people from these northern States to other parts. 

The divergent demographic transition in the high-low TFR States will add further impetus to this movement in the 

coming decades. 

 Challenges :- 

 Destabilised demography as young people are migrating leaving behind elderly and children 

 Challenges of moving into new communities that speak different languages and have different cultures  

 Understanding of migration flows deeply 

 If we analysed this migration pattern and try to address the challenges mentioned above estimations and 

projections can be made regarding changing need for housing and infrastructure, health care and utilities, 

education and skills. States need to work together to provide portability of identity proof and entitlements, as well 

as build support systems for families left behind. 

 It will also help in making policies in consonance with present realities and distribution of population. 

 Studying such trend will help in effectively utilising the demographic dividend which India is witnessing. 

 Policy success also depends on how precisely they are build on concrete and scientific statistical data available in 

order to benefit from scarce resources and to maximise impact with minimum investment. 

Conclusion :- India urgently needs to take cognisance of the divergent demographic transition trends. Timely strategic 

action can develop human capacities to cater to future needs and build rights-based policies that work for migrants as 

well as locals. All adding up to help optimise development, employment and collaboration across States in the country. 
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Q) What do you understand by ‘population dynamics’? Why is understanding population 

dynamics important for Indian policymakers? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- 

Population dynamics is the branch of life sciences that studies the size and age composition and distribution of 

populations as dynamical systems, and the biological and environmental processes driving them (such as birth and 

death rates, and by immigration and emigration). Distribution can be described across geography, gender, age, 

economic, health and education status etc. 

Understanding it is important for Indian policymakers because  :- 

Size of population – 

Factors affecting – natality, mortality, immigration and emigration. 

Policy implications – devising specific policies targeting high population growth , high birth rates or high death rates 

and their etiologies. Providing infrastructure for immigrants mainly in urban areas, measures for balanced and 

sustainable immigration , programmes for areas from where emigration occurs , the changing size of the resources 

needed to meet the requirements of growing population, environmental impacts of population and required actions. 

Age composition – 

It studies the population composition in terms of earning and dependent population . less dependency ratio is good for 

economy implying low proportion of children and old age people. India being in the phase of demographic window , has 

many policy implications. 

Policy implications – to reap the fruits of demographic dividend, policies for human resource development like skill 

development , education , health , etc. should be devised. Further , providing quality jobs for the young population of 

India is the priority for policy making. 

Gender composition – 

Sex ratio is the important indicator of overall social development of a nation . low sex ratio in some states and overall 

prevalence of sex-selection requires govt. action . 

Policy implications – Beti Bachao Beti Padhao targeted in Haryana, strict implementation of PCPNDT act , etc. 

Resource allocation – 

Uneven distribution of various resources among population elements requires targeted policy action. Rural 

development, financial inclusion , provision of health facilities , education and employment opportunities, etc. 

CONCLUSION – 

The economic survey 2016-17 highlighted lack of population dynamics currently taken into consideration by 

policymakers when it showed that Welfare spending in India suffers from misallocation – the districts with the most 

poor are the ones that suffer from the greatest shortfall of funds in social programs. We need to account for demographic 

dynamics in our policy. 

 

Q) Critically examine salient features of the Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act, 

2008, (UWSSA) and the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, 

Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013, and their role in addressing problems being faced 

by ‘domestic helps’ in India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The unorganised workers, such as wage labour, home based workers or self-employed workers, with their dependents 

account for the bulk of our population contribute to two thirds of our national product and form 93% of our workforce. 

Thus it becomes very important to critically analyse the work protection provided to the labour from unorganised sector. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/11/2-understand-population-dynamics-understanding-population-dynamics-important-indian-policymakers-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/11/2-understand-population-dynamics-understanding-population-dynamics-important-indian-policymakers-examine/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/reading-between-the-numbers/article19255059.ece
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/14/1-critically-examine-salient-features-unorganised-workers-social-security-act-2008-uwssa-sexual-harassment-women-workplace-prevention-prohibition-redressal-ac/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/14/1-critically-examine-salient-features-unorganised-workers-social-security-act-2008-uwssa-sexual-harassment-women-workplace-prevention-prohibition-redressal-ac/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/14/1-critically-examine-salient-features-unorganised-workers-social-security-act-2008-uwssa-sexual-harassment-women-workplace-prevention-prohibition-redressal-ac/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/07/14/1-critically-examine-salient-features-unorganised-workers-social-security-act-2008-uwssa-sexual-harassment-women-workplace-prevention-prohibition-redressal-ac/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/its-not-help-its-work/article19274069.ece


 

www.insightsonindia.com  23 www.insightsias.com  

Features of Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008 

 Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act 2008 is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted to provide for the social 

security and welfare of the unorganised workers. 

 The Unorganised workers mean home-based workers, self-employed workers or daily-wage workers. 

 The act provides for constitution of National Social Security Board at the Central level. 

 The board will recommend formulation of social security schemes viz life and disability cover, health and maternity 

benefits, old age protection and any other benefit as may be determined by the Government for unorganised 

workers. 

 As a follow up to the implementation of the Act, the National Social Security Board was set up on 18 August 2009. 

Critique of the act: 

 The definition of the term “self-employed worker” in section 2(k) and of the term “wage worker” of the Act provide 

for limits to be prescribed by the government for monthly earnings or of extent of land holdings or of monthly wage 

only strengthens the suspicion that the act is essentially designed to cover BPL workers. 

 This law which does not deal with this issue of employment, its regulation, wages, conditions of work, and so on 

will be not merely incomplete but dysfunctional if it proceeds to deal with social security on a standalone basis. 

 The issues relating to regulation of employment, fixation of wages keeping in mind that in the unorganised sector 

bulk of the payments are on a piece rate basis, and conditions of work will vary considerably from sector to sector 

and therefore there is need to group all allied occupations and employments into separate sectors and set up Boards 

for each such sector. 

 The term “Unorganised Sector” restricts the coverage to those enterprises employing workers who number less 

than 10. This numerical limit may raise problems. 

 There is no specific definition of term “Social Security” and “Family” which barring the unorganised labour class to 

get the  benefits that are covered by the ILO Convention on minimum standards of social security accrue to the 

worker and his family. 

Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act: 

Background: 

As a first step towards prevention and prohibition of sexual harassment at workplace, Supreme Court of India in Vishaka 

v. State of Rajasthan, in the year 1997, laid down guidelines for prevention of sexual harassment at work places until the 

government came up with a legislation. The Government of India, in the year 2013, legislated Sexual Harassment Act. 

The Act incorporates guidelines issued in Vishaka case by Supreme Court of India. 

The Act states its objectives as prevention of violation of fundamental rights of a woman employee under article 14 (equal 

protection under the laws), article 15 (prohibition of discrimination on race, caste, religion, sex, etc.) and article 21 

(protection of life and personal liberty) of the Constitution of India. 

Salient features: 

 Wide and comprehensive definition of sexual harassment. 

 Every employer employing 10 more employees would need to constitute an internal complaints committee for the 

purpose of grievance redressal mechanism. The Internal Committee would comprise of employees and a member 

of non-government organisation. 

 Timely procedure: The process for inquiry of compliant filed by an aggrieved woman employee would need to be 

completed within a period of 90 days from the date of filing of compliant with the Committee. 

 The Act specifically enlists the following as the duties of employer such as Provide a safe working environment; 

Display at a conspicuous place the penal consequences for sexual harassment, Organise workshops for employees 

and orientation programs for the Committee and Assisting the secure attendance of offender and witness. 

Critique of the act: 

 The main criticism of this act is it gender biasedness. Any kind of sexual harassment with anyone working either it 

is male or female must be curtailed down. There has to be the legal provision for protection of Male workforce as 

well. 
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 The other main lacuna is that, this law excludes the domestic workers and Agricultural labourers. This legal 

provision has missed the large number of vulnerable population by not addressing the issues faced by rural woman 

agricultural labourers. 

 Landmark legislative piece do not take into account the domestic worker under its ambit of protection. 

Domestic help and need of protection 

 The 2011 NSSO data put the number of domestic workers at 3.9 million and the trade unions estimate the number 

to be around 10 million. This shows the huge size of population involved in this activity. 

 The peculiar nature of the population involved highlights its possible vulnerability as well. Most of these are from 

vulnerable communities – Adivasis, Dalits or landless OBCs. Nearly all of them are migrant workers. And an 

overwhelming number are women. 

 Neither of the above mentioned acts recognises domestic helps as rights-bearing workers. This denies their right 

for social security instruments such as pension and on job safety measures. This recognition is a necessary pre-

condition for state regulation. 

 This area of work has become feminized over the period of time. The work has no reputation and generally 

considered as a menial work in exchange of some amount. 

The National Platform for Domestic Workers has submitted a draft bill on the Domestic Workers Regulation of Work 

and Social Security Bill, 2016. The bill can ensure Domestic Workers Regulation of Work and Social Security for large 

number of people. 

 

Q) It is said that there is an urgent need to understand the complexity of the problem of 

food wastage and then to devise a national-level strategy to combat it. Discuss why. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Importance of this issue: 

Food wastage is an alarming issue in India. Our street and garbage bins, landfills have sufficient proof to prove it. 

Weddings, canteens, hotels, social and family functions, households spew out so much food.  According to the United 

Nations Development Programme, up to 40% of the food produced in India is wasted. About 21 million tonnes of wheat 

are wasted in India and 50% of all food across the world meets the same fate and never reaches the needy. In fact, 

according to the agriculture ministry, Rs. 50,000 crore worth of food produced is wasted every year in the country. 

Why is food wastage a problem? 

 25% of fresh water used to produce food is ultimately wasted, even as millions of people still don’t have access to 

drinking water. When one calculates the figures in cubic kilometers, this is a bit more than an average river. 

 Even though the world produces enough food to feed twice the world’s present population, food wastage is 

ironically behind the billions of people who are malnourished. The number of hungry people in India has increased 

by 65 million more than the population of France. 

 According to a survey by Bhook (an organization working towards reducing hunger) in 2013, 20 crore Indians sleep 

hungry on any given night. About 7 million children died in 2012 because of hunger/malnutrition. 

 Acres of land are deforested to grow food. Approximately 45% of India’s land is degraded primarily due to 

deforestation, unsustainable agricultural practices, and excessive groundwater extraction to meet the food demand. 

 300 million barrels of oil are used to produce food that is ultimately wasted, most of which we import, paying high 

cost. 

 Food wastage cripples a country’s economy to an extent that most of us are unaware. If food is wasted, there is so 

much waste of water used in agriculture, manpower and electricity lost in food processing industries and even 

contributes to deforestation. 

 This alarming increase in food wastage is generating nearly 3.3 billion tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions, thereby 

severely impacting the environment. The wastage of rice in particular has serious ramifications for the environment 

as decaying rice releases methane, a potent global warming gas. 
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The issue of food wastage has its origin both at public level and private (individual) level. A solution has to find out at 

both the ends. 

Solving issue in public domain: 

1. Government needs to primarily contain the excessive wastage in transportation and improve storage facilities that 

are currently 50 per cent less than required. Lack of proper food storage and poor roads and rail links, especially 

in more remote parts of the country — reduce the efficiency of the supply chain and result in avoidable spoilage. 

2. Government must also focus on food processing technologies that are both advanced and affordable so that food 

preservation practices can be encouraged thereby saving food from wastage. 

3. It is critical to improve the cold-chain infrastructure. India needs a cutting edge logistics and supply chain training 

that goes beyond removing barriers on lack of proper training to professionals and entrepreneurs in supply chain 

and continuously supports and updates them. 

4. India can effectively use technology to script a new chapter in prevention of food wastage. The Government can 

speed up research in Nano technology with the help of which eco-friendly and healthy food preservation 

applications can be invented that are helpful in preserving food for longer duration and keeping farm produce 

fresh. 

5. India should also take a cue from global practices that are both unorthodox and innovative in order to tackle food 

wastage problem. For instance, France has passed unanimous legislation requiring supermarkets to either give 

unsold food to charity or send it to farmers for use as feed and fertilisers. 

6. Policy should be devised to help the farmers to harvest the food at right time of the season. The climate change 

challenges has made it tougher for poor farmers to cope up with the 

At personal level following are the aspects of reducing food wastage: 

The main aspect is to inculcate the culture of avoiding food wastage at every minor step in daily life. This can be done 

by informal education and awareness about this issue at household level. The reusing habits, prioritizing the usage of 

perishable food and giving away the extra food to needy people are some of the steps. There is need of common 

responsibility to reduce food wastage at gatherings mainly in urban areas. While one may not be able to reduce food lost 

during production, but certainly reduces food at your personal level of food waste. Every step taken in the right direction 

counts. 

Conclusion: 

It is time to recognise this colossal scale of waste and take appropriate action that not only benefits humanity but the 

environment as well. 

 

Q) Critically evaluate India’s record in implementing the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Sustainable Development Goals came into being in 2015 with a deadline of 2030. It has a set of 17 global goals and 169 

targets, all of which, directly or indirectly, focus on poverty, health, education, climate change and self-sustainability.  

India’s Achievements – 

1. Energy – Government’s commitment to achieve 175GW by 2022, presently India is 4th largest in wind power 

capacity, rapid increase in Solar energy production and decrease in the cost of unit solar power. 

2. Partnerships for progress and Peace – ratifying Paris Deal, Active participation in Kigali summit for Montreal 

protocol amendment, Cooperation against terrorism and money laundering, etc. 

3. Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure – improving ease of doing business, promoting Start-Ups through skilling 

India, Make in India, Start-Up India etc. India is moving up in Global Competitiveness Index of WEF to 39th 

position. 

4. Sustainable Communities and cities – Swachh Bharat Mission, clean energy, AMRUT, HRIDAY schemes working 

to improve cities on water, sanitation and infrastructure aspects. 
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5. Climate Action – promoting green initiatives like investments in renewable energy, allowing corporates to issue 

Masala Bonds, green bonds, etc. and clean development mechanism. 

Drawbacks – 

1. 22% of population is under poverty and can reverse the progress achieved.  

2. Health and Education still needs to be improved in terms of quality and reduction of both communicable and non-

communicable diseases, enabling affordable and accessible quality education, as per fundamental rights- Article 

21 and 21A. 

3. Gender Equality is still a work in progress as women continue to face problems in access to education, employment, 

etc., discrimination at household level to work environment.  

4. Clean Water and Sanitation – contaminated water with metals, polluted and unhygienic environment are major 

reasons for health issues.  

Conclusion – 

It is a long path for India to achieve SDGs and rapid progress is required. Initiatives like International Solar Alliance, 

doubling of farmer incomes by 2022, farmer welfare schemes like PMKSY, Skilling through PMKVY, Swachh Bharat 

Mission, DDUGJY, Digital India, education initiatives like Swayam, ShaGun, etc. are right steps in this direction. 

 

Q) The Maharashtra Prohibition of People from Social Boycott (Prevention, Prohibition and 

Redressal) Act, 2016, received Presidential assent last week, paving the way for its 

implementation. Examine why this law was enacted and comment on necessity of such 

law. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

The Maharashtra Prohibition of People from Social Boycott (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2016, disallows 

social boycott in the name of caste, community, religion, rituals or customs. 

Why it was enacted:- 

The decision was a reaction to pressures from growing incidents of atrocities on individuals by jati panchayats or gavkis 

wielding extra-judicial powers. The largest number of cases of social boycott were provoked by inter-caste marriages. 

 Prevailing laws are frequently challenged in the court, or loopholes are used to escape punishment. The new Act 

facilitates the framing of changes under Indian Penal Code Sections 34, 120-A, 120-B, 149, 153-A, 383 to 389, and 

511 if there is concrete evidence to substantiate an accusation of social boycott. 

 The Act was also required in the backdrop of prevailing atrocities inflicted on people in the name of tradition, caste 

and community. 

Significance and necessity of the law: 

 Maharashtra’s social boycott law is best understood as one front in a long struggle to effectuate the Constitution’s 

guarantee against social exclusion, as expressed in Articles 15(2) and 17. 

 The Maharashtra law is an important first step, that carries forward the judicially-aborted goals of the 1949 

Excommunication Act, and the rarely-used Protection of Civil Rights Act. 

 It is directed against caste panchayats which often function as community-based parallel forums of justice, and 

whose diktats are invariably directed against recalcitrant individuals who have been deemed to transgress the 

bounds of caste or community morality. 

 Therefore, the Act specifically penalises causing discrimination among the members of a community on the basis 

of “morality, social acceptance, political inclination, [or] sexuality.” 

 The act sends a strong message that The atrocities inflicted by a handful of people in the name of ‘jaati panchayats’ 

or groups citing caste and community traditions will not be tolerated if it questions the dignity of a human being. 

 The comprehensive new legislation defines terms of stringent punishment, including imprisonment and penalty 

against those indulging in social boycott, and this can help government to effectively tackle the menace. 
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Conclusion:- 

The Maharashtra social boycott law, therefore, is an important step in the long-standing struggle for social inclusion. It 

is, however, only one step. As Ambedkar recognised, exclusion occurs along multiple axes: through boycott, through 

stigmatisation, and through segregation. For now, however, the Maharashtra law is an important first step. The devil, 

of course, will now lie in the implementation. 

 

Q) “Empowering half of the potential workforce has significant economic benefits beyond 

promoting gender equality.” Discuss how this potential can be realised. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Women Empowerment refers to the creation of an environment for women where they can make decisions of their own 

for their personal benefits as well as for the society. It means to increasing and improving the social, economic, political 

and legal strength of the women, to ensure equal-right to women, and to make them confident enough to claim their 

rights. 

Inequalities between men and women and discrimination against women have also been age-old issues all over the 

world. Thus, women’s quest for equality with man is a universal phenomenon and thus the well debated issue. 

Equality is about having a moral and philosophical stand that, there should not be gender discrimination. Equality is 

the foundation of future roadmap. Much of the time has passed where in issue of gender equality and thus this is the 

time to act on it. Woman empowerment is the course to work on. Women’s economic empowerment – that is, their 

capacity to bring about economic change for themselves – is increasingly viewed as the most important contributing 

factor to achieving equality between women and men. But economically strengthening women – who are half the world’s 

workforce – is not only a means by which to spur economic growth, but also a matter of advancing women’s human 

rights. 

1. Labour force: Women’s participation in the labour force is quite low, and has been falling over the last few years. 

The female to male ratio is only 0.36. This is exacerbated by lack of choices that women have to engage in paid 

work related to work type and location, patriarchal gender norms, and the undue burdens of unpaid care work that 

women bear. 

2. Eradicating rural poverty: In many rural areas of India, men migration is dominant that is making the woman 

as the head of the family. By empowering rural woman, the grave crisis of rural poverty can be deal effectively. 

3. Skilling people: Woman is more prone to get entered into low cost and underpaid jobs. By targeting this stratum 

of the society, the skilled jobs can empower women and also increase the quality of human resource. 

4. Treating informal sector: Informal sector has its own lacunas. Lack of social security, no health benefits, 

security at work place are some of the existing issues in this major sector of economy. Women form the large chunk 

of this sector. Woman empowerment can strengthen the informal sector of the economy. 

5. Social security: Empowerment drive for woman will provide social security through financial independence and 

skilled jobs for dignified life 

The tools for realizing this potential are: 

1. Gender budgeting: Special fund for woman will ensure that the component of the growth has been given for 

empowerment of particular section. 

2. Saving schemes by financial institutions: Financial institutions must be effectively used to promote culture of 

saving among the woman. Financial inclusion is the key component of any developmental model. 

3. Role of non-government organisations: Non-government organisations have already done a lot of work in the field 

of woman empowerment. Government must recognise and give support to Non-governmental organisation to work 

more effectively and innovatively. 

4. Self-help groups: SHGs are available structure that can be used innovatively for the woman upliftment. 

5. Provision of security at work place 

6. Recent step to increase maternal leave. 

All these tools must be worked out to empower woman in order to strengthen the economy. More than economic 

calculations, it is more about the morality of Human rights for equality of opportunity. 
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Q) What are the important provisions of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act? Why 

is there a demand for its amendment? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The Indian abortion laws falls under the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, which was 

enacted by the Indian Parliament in the year 1971 with the intention of reducing the incidence of illegal abortion and 

consequent maternal mortality and morbidity. The MTP Act came into effect from 1 April 1972 and was amended in the 

years 1975 and 2002. 

Pregnancies not exceeding 12 weeks may be terminated based on a single opinion formed in good faith. In case of 

pregnancies exceeding 12 weeks but less than 20 weeks, termination needs opinion of two doctors. The Medical 

Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act of India clearly states the conditions under which a pregnancy can be ended or 

aborted, the persons who are qualified to conduct the abortion and the place of implementation. Some of these 

qualifications are as follows: 

 Women whose physical and/or mental health were endangered by the pregnancy 

 Women facing the birth of a potentially handicapped or malformed child 

 Rape 

 Pregnancies in unmarried girls under the age of eighteen with the consent of a guardian 

 Pregnancies in “lunatics” with the consent of a guardian 

 Pregnancies that are a result of failure in sterilisation 

The draft Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill of 2014 seeks to amend Section 3 of the principle The 

Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act of 1971 to provide that “the length of pregnancy shall not apply” in a decision to 

abort a foetus diagnosed with “substantial foetal abnormalities as may be prescribed”. 

NEED TO CHANGE 

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act in India was amended in 2003 to facilitate better implementation 

and increase access for women especially in the private health sector. However, unsafe abortions are widely prevalent 

even 40 years after the Act came into force.  

The current Act does not allow abortions above the gestational age of 20 weeks. However, legal experts have argued that 

medical science and technology have made the 20-week ceiling redundant and that conclusive determination of foetal 

abnormality is possible in most cases after the 20th week of gestational age. 

It is high time that restrictive abortion laws are liberalised paralleling societal changes. Irrespective of the marital status 

of women, access to safe abortion services and quality post-abortion care, including counselling, need to be guaranteed. 

A strong recognition of women’s right to freely exercise their reproductive and sexual rights, including the right to 

abortion, should be there. The MTP (Amendment) Bill 2014 that, along with other amendments, talks of removing 

the word ‘married’ and substituting ‘husband’ with ‘partner’, should be pulled up from under the pile and enforced at 

the earliest. 

A progressive law cannot be suppressed with the excuse that sex-selection abortions will happen more often. Preventing 

the misuse of law cannot happen with the suppression of another’s right. 

 

Q) Is India able to link its Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) efforts with its global 

ambitions? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction :- India presented its first voluntary national report on the implementation of Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) at the UN. India’s voluntary reporting at the High Level Political Forum (HLPF) on sustainable 

development was the perfect opportunity to not only present India’s commendable achievements since the SDGs were 

adopted in 2015 but also enhance India’s global standing and leadership credentials at the UN. While India partly 

achieved the first objective of highlighting some of the progress it had made on select SDGs, it did not make as much of 

a convincing case of leading the world on SDGs. 
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Though our Prime Minister asserts that  the national development goals are “mirrored in the SDGs 

 Goal 1—end poverty 

 Goal 2—end hunger 

 Goal 3—ensure healthy lives 

 Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower women and girls 

 Goal 9—build resilient infrastructure 

 Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 

 Goal 14—conserve and sustainably use oceans 

 Goal 17— revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development). 

Some lacunas highlighted in report which indicates India’s failure to link SDG with its global ambition:- 

 Wada Na Tod a civil society organisation pointed out that 

Goal 16—promotion of peaceful and inclusive societies is being completely missed out. It could have created the rights 

movements among Indians to achieve the goals.  

 The report makes a strong connection between national economic growth (facilitated by foreign direct investment 

and the private sector) and achieving the SDGs, it pays only lip service to the role of the corporate world.  

 While the official presentation describes civil society organizations as “key stakeholders”, the report make a 

perfunctory one paragraph reference to them and their imprimatur on the report is impossible to discern. 

 The report also does not present a unifying theme (apart from the unimaginative Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam). 
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 the report also makes little effort to connect how India’s success in the SDGs would benefit not only India but also 

other developing countries. 

 the report makes a cursory reference to “South-South” cooperation, fails to mention South-North-South triangular 

cooperation entirely. 

 The report pleads for more overseas development assistance from the leading Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD) donors. In doing so, it dents India’s case for taking on more global 

responsibility and also its burgeoning role as a donor. 

In contrast states like China are using the SDG platform to link and sates their global ambition. China in its voluntary 

highlighted its presidency of the G20 as being key for supporting industrialization in Africa and also announced the 

setting up of the China-UN Peace and Development Fund to “finance projects concerning peace and development”  

Hence India must see the SDG as a chance to develop the nation and a tool to promote its global ambitions. 

 

Topic: Effects of globalization on Indian society 

Q) Write a critical note on Hyperglobalisation and its effects, especially on India. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Hyper-globalization – 

‘Hyper-globalization’ has been used to describe the dramatic increase in international trade witnessed for about a decade 

and a half from the early 1990s up to the global financial crisis of 2008. It may be referred to as the optimum level of 

globalization, facilitated by increased inter-connectedness between nations, and an excessively liberalized movement of 

goods, capital and labour. 

The positive effects of hyper-globalization on India have been as follows: 

 Exports of various diversified products, accompanied by a diversification in export markets since the 1990’s. 

 The rise, and continuing dominance of the IT sector, due to the technological, and service-based innovations, over 

the years. 

 India has been able to meet the demands for goods, such as through imports of crude oil, electronic items, 

machinery, etc. 

 Increased FDI, leading to the creation of vast amount of foreign exchange reserves. 

 Immigration of Indians to other countries such as USA, UK, Canada, Australia, etc. have helped provide a positive 

boost to the economy. As well as diaspora played the role of strengthening relations between India and other 

nations. 

 Expose outside world to other cultures, creates tourism potential, market for local valuable resources, market for 

skilled human power and make govt to invest in Human development. 

However, certain issues do need to be taken note of: 

 Catering to external demand, has led to a negligence of the growing domestic demand. 

 The excessive dependence on imports, especially in the context of the manufacturing sector, have not allowed India 

to expand and enhance its own. 

 The excessive reliance on IT-based exports is currently facing strain, more so in the face of rising demand for 

automation and newer technologies, that India is facing difficulties in adapting to.  

 Private investment has suffered ever since the global financial crisis of 2008, leading to a sluggish growth in global 

demand. 

 Rising levels of protectionism, emanating from countries like USA and UK, are a genuine threat to the economic 

prospects of India. 

 Cultural shock felt is strong which can take the form of radicalism to save national identity by hardliners. Culture 

and arts preserved through centuries often render valueless. 
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Way forward – 

 Hyperglobalisation should be on sustainable line. 

 Equal footing to developing nations, 

 Trade should be balanced without huge deficit, investment should be through mutual consent, taxation/evasion 

should be dealt cooperatively. 

 

Q) Compare and contrast the nature of the Cuban missile crisis and the North Korean 

missile crisis. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Cuban Missile Crisis 

The Cuban Missile Crisis, also known as the October Crisis or the Missile Scare, was a 13- confrontation between the 

United States and the Soviet Union concerning American ballistic missile deployment in Italy and Turkey with 

consequent Soviet ballistic missile deployment in Cuba. The confrontation is often considered the closest the Cold War 

came to escalating into a full-scale nuclear war. 

 

North Korean missile crisis: 

The North’s latest ICBM test has transformed the theater of diplomacy and war in Asia as it implies a level of nuclear 

risk witnessed only once before, with the Soviet Union in 1962. This is the understanding and threat perception of 

nuclear missile developed by North Korea that can be used against USA. 
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With respect to North Korea, the theory of Brinkmanship can be discussed as: 

Brinkmanship is the practice of trying to achieve an advantageous outcome by pushing dangerous events to the brink of 

active conflict. It occurs in international politics, foreign policy, labour relations, and (in contemporary settings) military 

strategy involving the threat of nuclear weapons, and high-stakes litigation. 

This maneuver of pushing a situation with the opponent to the brink succeeds by forcing the opponent to back down 

and make concessions. This might be achieved through diplomatic maneuvers by creating the impression that one is 

willing to use extreme methods rather than concede. Brinkmanship is the ostensible escalation of threats to achieve 

one’s aims. 

Similarities: 

 Both crisis were clear manifestation of power struggle between two countries 

 Both had the component of Nuclear weapon and other weapons of mass destruction. This similarity shows the 

crucial importance of public discourse about these issues. 

 In both the crisis United States of America is involved and its dominance had challenged. 

 Both nations are either backed by or supported by Communist countries–Cuban by Communist USSR and Korean 

by Communist China. 

Differences: 

 Cuban missile crisis was the part of cold war and thus had multidimensional aspects due to power struggle between 

two big blocks into which the world got divided. 

 Both differ in temporal scale and the degree of threat differs– Korean crisis is more open and directed. The Cuban 

crisis was more covert. 

 In Cuban missile crisis, Cuba was acting on behest of USSR and had no role in developing the missile technology. 

However in North Korean case, it has successfully developed the missile regime and acting on its own behalf. 

Conclusion: 

The nuclear crisis can lead to very devastating results that may create impacts irreversible in nature. Though the Cuban 

missile crisis is history now, much can be learned from it on how to avoid the escalation of such standoffs. The rising 

threat of North Korean missile crisis has threatened the security in Asia Pacific region and thus must be solved amicably. 

 

Topic:  Geography of India 

Q) Why is Chumbi valley vital for India? Discuss strategic importance of other regions 

along the Indo – China border. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Chumbi Valley is a valley in Tibet at the intersection of India (Sikkim), Bhutan and China (Tibet) in the Himalayas. Two 

main passes between India and China open up here: the Nathu La Pass and Jelep La Pass. The strategic location of 

Chumbi valley is due to tri junction of three countries in a very small region. 

Importance of Chumbi valley: 

 Chumbi Valley is a narrow corridor difficult for large scale military maneuver. From this Tri Junction point the 

Siliguri Corridor, connecting India with the NE States is just 50 kms away. This corridor is extremely important to 

India strategically. 

 Being important strategically, this area is very important to maintain good relations with neighbour such as China, 

Nepal and Bhutan. 

 Chumbi valley region has always been the hotspot of cultural interaction and integration due to the long history of 

migration from all possible sides over the period of time. 

 The region is environmentally sensitive and thus has crucial role in maintenance of Himalayan ecology in its stable 

form. This region has some of the endangered and endemic flora and fauna of the Indian subcontinent. 
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 The region accommodated one of the deprived sections of the society and thus the provision of social security 

through the means of territorial security comes on the agenda. 

 There has always been the issue of Chinese invasion and military activities that threatens the internal security of 

the country. Thus the control of this region holds prime importance for country. 

 

Strategic importance of other areas along the Indo-China border: 

 This region is extremely important for India because it runs its rail and road networks towards the North East 

through it. This allows it to sustain the armed forces posted in the North East which will form an important security 

aspect if conflict arises between India and China in the region. 

 The border between China and India has never been officially delimited. China’s position on the eastern part of the 

border between the two countries is consistent. Not a single Chinese government recognizes the “illegal” McMahon 

Line. For China the McMahon Line, stands as a symbol of imperialist aggression on the country. The so-called 

“Arunachal Pradesh” dispute is China’s most intractable border issue. Because the gap between the positions of 

China and India is wide, it is difficult for both nations to reach consensus. 

The way forward- 

India needs to look inwards and strengthen its defence preparedness and infrastructure construction plans, in order to 

counter a plausible Chinese military offensive. 

At the bilateral level, focused efforts are needed to engage Bhutan as a strategic partner, thus sensitizing it about Indian 

concerns. The role of the Indian Military Training Team (IMTRAT) positioned in Haa district in Bhutan becomes 

important and needs to be given some attention. 

India should maximize its soft-power approach, providing an enabling environment in Sikkim for Buddhism to flourish. 

The commonality between Bhutan and Sikkim should therefore be endorsed in order to facilitate cultural exchanges 

between them. 

 

Topic: Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) and in 

flora and fauna and the effects of such changes 

Q) “Antarctica is a climate stabilising factor.” Elaborate. Also discuss impact of human 

activities on Antarctica. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Antarctica is an isolated continent. It is away from anthropogenic interference but not from effects of climate change. 

The vast ice capped Antarctica helps to stabilize the climate of earth in following ways:- 
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 Distribution of sea surface temperature – Antarctica is a unique part of the Earth’s Climate Machine. It stores large 

amount of sea ice and transports heat from the tropics towards the poles by ocean currents and increases the ability 

of the oceans to absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. 

 Albedo of ice-surface – Snow and ice are highly reflective. They reflect solar energy to space like a mirror. Open 

seawater, however, is a comparatively efficient absorber of solar energy. 

 Sea ice as barrier – Sea ice isolates the water from the air, reducing the transfer of energy between winds and ocean 

currents. 

 Planetary winds – the polar cell of planetary winds moves ice cold wind from pole to warmer tropics thereby 

maintaining a temp-stabilizing effect on earth climate. 

 Greenhouse gas reservoir – The permafrost holds large amount of greenhouse gases like CO2, limiting the 

atmospheric temperature. 

The impact of human activities – 

 Climate change and glacier melting – It is evident from thinning of the Larsen Ice Shelf. This erosion has been 

interspersed by two previous collapses of smaller ice shelves, Larsen A in 1995 and Larsen B in 2002, the latter 

providing strong evidence of subsequent accelerated glacier flow into the sea. 

 Biodiversity loss: Among the stark effects of changes could be a shift in biodiversity. The species like emperor 

penguins which depend on sea ice to complete their life cycle are at risk if ice cover declines. 

 Any dramatic change will only add to the worry of irreversible effects of climate change, given that the Arctic and 

Greenland have also been losing ice cover. 

 Positive feedback: When global warming melts sea ice, Earth becomes a better absorber of heat, which encourages 

further warming. 

 Ozone hole – anthropogenic generation of ozone depleting substances viz. CFCs, HCFCs, etc. caused depletion of 

ozone layer. 

Yet, the lack of long-term data on Antarctica, as opposed to other regions, makes it difficult to arrive at sound 

conclusions. Fortunately, newer satellite technologies, which were not available during earlier instances of iceberg 

calving, will help in the study of the fragile peninsular region and Antarctica as a whole. 

 

Q) Recently, the Tamil Nadu State government conceded the Government of India-owned 

Kamarajar Port Ltd’s (KPL) request to divert 1,000 acres of the hydrologically sensitive 

Ennore wetlands for industrial installations. Is it a wise move? Discuss ecological 

implications for Chennai and to Ennore Creek. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Wetlands are water logged areas like swamps, marshes which have high significance in Environmental sustainability. 

The recent act of apathy of the government by diverting 1000 acres of Ennore wetlands for industrial installation goes 

against the SDGs objectives of promoting sustainable environment and is not a wise move as it will have adverse impact 

on habitat and Humans as well. 

Ennore famous for its ecological importance supporting various marine ecosystem and aquatic lives. At times of distress 

situation like 2015 flood, heavy rains during retreating monsoon, tropical cyclone like Vardah, this wetland site always 

emerged as a shelter reducing the adverse effects of natural phenomena. Its coastal plants prevent salty water from sea 

to get mixed with ground providing freshwater source during water crisis as Chennai always prone to. 

The impact of Chennai and Ennore creek’s ecology and environment: 

1. Habitat of large no. of flora and fauna will be affected. For example: Migratory birds like Pelicans. 

2. Might lead to increased green house gases such as methane which tend to be trapped in wetlands. 

3. Sea water encroachment leading to reduction in availability of drinking water. 

4. Increased Flood incidents as wetlands will not be able to act as cushion. 

5. Absence of beauty and recreational places for the public. 
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6. Increased erosion. 

7. India’s stand in International arena might get degraded due to violation of both SDGs and Ramsar 

convention. 

8. It will go against the constitutional tenet given under Article 48-A of the Indian constitution. 

However, the move will lead to some benefits to such as: 

1. Creation of employment. 

2. Increased development opportunities. 

3. Better infrastructure. 

Conclusion – 

The debate between Environment and development has been ages old and needs to be decided on case to case basis. 

Since December 2015, Chennai has limped from one extreme weather-related shock to another — the floods, the failed 

monsoon of 2016, Cyclone Vardah, and now the water crisis. Chennai’s defining element is water. Located squarely in 

the intervening floodplains of three rivers on a high-energy coastline, Chennai is a disaster-prone location. Any badly 

located city can be vulnerable merely by virtue of its location.  Hence, in this case, the move is not wise and it is better 

to protect environment over development. Also, development should be sustainable, else in the long run, it will cost us 

dearly. 

 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies  

Q) It is said that bold policy measures and big infrastructure investments such as Smart 

City Mission are likely to fall short if they don’t factor in climate change. Examine  how 

and why smart city mission should aim to build climate resilient cities. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

With more than 30% of the Indian population living in cities with most of them living in slums and poor housings, huge 

proportion of populations has become more vulnerable to ill-consequences of the climate change. With the launch of 

Smart cities mission, government could focus more on inclusion of adaptation and mitigation techniques to minimize 

the adverse impacts of climate change. 

Why smart city mission should aim to build climate change? 

 Climate change poses serious threats to urban infrastructure, quality of life, and entire urban systems. Not only 

poor countries, but also rich ones will increasingly be affected by anomalous climate events and trends. 

 Cities are highly vulnerable to the disruption of critical supplies. Food distribution, energy provision, water supply, 

waste removal, information technology, and susceptibility to pandemics are all the Achilles heels of cities. Adverse 

effects of climate change can break this critical infrastructure leaving citizens at the mercy of nature. 

 A long life time, design and material considerations as well as sensitivity of performance to climate makes 

infrastructure vulnerable. For instance, heat may adversely impact the power output of gas-turbine and steam-

based electricity generation, thereby creating a demand-supply gap. 

 Cities which are located along the coast and rivers are most vulnerable to the adverse impact like tidal surges, 

storms and floods due to climate changes. Three out of four megacities in India are located along the coast and 

almost all of them have already witnessed the vagaries of climate change in the past. For eg, Mumbai rains of 26th 

July, Chennai floods of 2015 etc. 

 For larger, higher-density cities, the temperatures in central “heat islands” can be several degrees higher than in 

surrounding areas. In Andhra Pradesh, India, a heat wave killed more than 1,000 people – mostly labourers 

working outside in high temperatures in smaller urban settlements. 

 There are again different vulnerabilities to the health impacts of climate-related extremes and air pollution within 

urban areas. 

Some findings about smart cities- A recent analysis by the Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW), 

University of East Anglia, Mott MacDonald and the UK’s Foreign and Commonwealth Office shows that temperatures 
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in the smart cities of Madhya Pradesh are likely to increase by 1-1.5°C by the middle of the century. Another analysis by 

CEEW, IIT Gandhinagar and IIM Ahmedabad finds that extreme precipitation events are likely to increase in the future. 

How should government approach it? 

Making cities effective can mean rethinking governance, planning and metropolitan finance. Reform of local public 

finances in many cases, including increased fiscal autonomy for cities and planning laws that provide mechanisms for 

local communities to share in the overall gains, is needed. This can help stimulate the significant private sector financing 

required for smart urban infrastructure development. 

 To carry out regular risk assessments. 

In the context of infrastructure, this means addressing questions such as the likelihood of buckling of railways under a 

4°C temperature rise or a one-in-hundred year rainfall event. It also involves assessing the impacts on emergency 

services associated with electricity disruptions due to extreme heat. Given the dynamic nature of climate risks, the 

assessments need to be updated regularly. 

 Adopting technical standards that consider climate change. 

City governments often share a request for proposals (RFPs) as part of the procurement process for various services. 

These RFPs could specify technical parameters (for example, heat-resistant pavement materials) or standards (for 

example, ISO) that align with climate transitions. For instance, private companies bidding for road contracts could use 

polymer modified bituminous materials that can typically withstand temperatures in excess of 40°C. Or, information on 

future rainfall extremes could be used while designing city drainage systems. 

 To address interdependencies. 

Infrastructure components are highly interconnected: Electricity failures could disrupt transport or ICT services, 

transport disruption, in turn, could affect emergency health services. The failure of one set of infrastructure can amplify 

risks across other sectors. It is important to map these interconnections as well as study whether current governance 

structures are adequate to address the associated risks. 

 Developing innovative financial instruments. 

Very often, infrastructure project finance does not account for future climate risks as part of the risk portfolio. New debt 

instruments such as climate-resilience bonds could be used to insure infrastructure against specific climate risks. Such 

bonds would spread risk across multiple investors while borrowing money from the debt market. Investors would receive 

market or higher rates of return until the onset of an adverse climate event, after which they would forfeit capital up to 

their investment liability. Prudent use of financial instruments could hedge against future climate risks. 

 Further Union and state government must take steps to increase the capacity and preparedness of the local 

government as they are the ones who can offer immediate help in cases of natural disasters. 

Conclusion- 

Indian cities have huge numbers of poor people that cannot afford to deal even with the smallest changes in climate. The 

effects of climate change are especially unfair as those most unable to adapt, are poor and those who contributed least 

to the problem, will be harmed the most. Thus government must focus on inclusion of adaptation strategies while 

designing smart city project in India. 

 

Q) It is often argued that India needs directly elected and empowered mayors for all its big 

cities. Do you agree? Comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Going towards more Cooperative federalism with real spirit of democratic decentralization, the proposal to have direct 

elections to the post of Mayor is worth of public discourse. Being with the highest number of woman representatives at 

local government level, India has marched towards more and more decentralized and inclusive form of governance. 

Background: 

The 74th amendment to the constitution of India, gave the constitutional status to the urban local bodies. The States are 

allowed to have a flexible design to certain extent in order to enhance the efficiency of the administration and working 
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of democracy at grass root level. Thus the variations occur among the states with respect to type of elections of Mayor 

Post. The Himachal Pradesh government introduced direct election to the post of Mayor and Deputy Mayor. 

Administration: 

The Mayor is the head of the Municipal Corporation, but the role is largely ceremonial as executive powers are vested in 

the Municipal Commissioner. The office of the Mayor combines a functional role of chairing the Corporation meeting as 

well as ceremonial role associated with being the First Citizen of the city. Per the amended Municipal Corporation Act 

of 1888, a Deputy Mayor is appointed by the Mayor. The tenure of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor is two and a half years. 

Executive Officers monitor the implementation of all the programs related to planning and development of the 

corporation with the coordination of Mayor and Councilors. 

Recent incidence: 

Maharashtra cabinet approved a proposal for direct election of the village sarpanch, the head of the gram panchayat. An 

ordinance to this effect is in the pipeline. Earlier, the sarpanch was elected indirectly, by elected representatives. This 

step was discussed and thus it has been proposed that the criteria of direct elections should also extend to the municipal 

corporations that govern larger urban areas. 

Existing status: 

Currently, the head of the municipal corporation, the mayor, is merely a ceremonial authority and executive decisions 

are carried out by the municipal commissioner appointed by the state government. A solution can be founded in a private 

member Bill that was introduced in the Lok Sabha by Congress parliamentarian Shashi Tharoor in 2016. 

 

Pros of direct elections of Mayor: 

 Accountability: 

The directly elected Mayor will be more responsible towards people and thus can be made answerable about work done. 

As already been suggested elected mayor will enhance the sense of responsibility in overall structure of urban 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  38 www.insightsias.com  

governance. Currently, the head of the municipal corporation, the mayor, is merely a ceremonial authority and executive 

decisions are carried out by the municipal commissioner appointed by the state government. 

 Decentralisation: 

It is general tendency by States to hold maximum power and thus to delegate least possible to local government body. 

Being directly elected, the Mayor will have public mandate to run local urban governance with all required authority. 

 Complex urban issues: 

In order to tackle the rising urban issues the directly elected and responsible leadership is need of an hour. The process 

of urbanization is at its peak throwing challenge of congestion, slums, Urban sprawl, unplanned urban growth etc. The 

governing body led by elected representative will help to provide solution to new urban challenges. 

 Financial delegation: 

The financial strengths and viability of urban local governance has always been under the critical comments. The major 

hindrance in the financial delegation is the proper channelization of funds and their effective utilisation of them. Elected 

mayor must be empowered to make ULBs financially viable. 

 Apart from making the elections direct, it has been also proposed to increase the duration of tenure for the post of 

Mayor. In many areas it is just two and half year that does not provide enough time to execute the programs 

effectively. 

Urban governance involves a continuous process of negotiation and contestation over the allocation of social and 

material resources and political power. It is, therefore, profoundly political, influenced by the creation and operation of 

political institutions, government capacity to make and implement decisions and the extent to which these decisions 

recognise and respond to the interests of the poor. It encompasses a host of economic and social forces, institutions and 

relationships. These include labour markets, goods and services; household, kin and social relationships; and basic 

infrastructure, land, services and public safety. The directly elected accountable political leadership at basic level of 

urban governance can go long way for genuine responsible governance at grass root level. 

 

Q) Discuss the best practices and innovative approaches for waste management that can 

be adopted in Indian cities. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Reference 

Introduction: 

Solid waste management is a challenge for the cities’ authorities in developing countries such as India mainly due to the 

increasing generation of waste, the burden posed on the municipal budget as a result of the high costs associated to its 

management, the lack of understanding over a diversity of factors that affect the different stages of waste management 

and linkages necessary to enable the entire handling system functioning. 

Cities around the world face many challenges to their cleanliness and environmental sustainability, including rising 

greenhouse gas emissions, unsanitary public spaces, foul odors, growing energy demand, low recycling rates, and limited 

space. 

Smart cities and waste management: 

The idea of smart cities was first developed by technology giant IBM, which created a worldwide initiative called Smarter 

Cities aimed at helping cities and companies leverage data to improve operational performance in many sectors, 

including waste management. And now, with the concept of a circular economy gaining more traction, the trend of smart 

cities is on the rise. 

Magnitude of Problem 

Per capita waste generation is increasing by   1.3% per annum. With urban population is increasing between   3– 3.5% / 

annum. Annual increase in waste generation is around 5% annually. India produces 42.0 million tons of   municipal 

solid waste annually at present. Per capita generation of waste varies from   200 gm to 600 gm per capita / day. Average 

of waste generation rate is 0.4 kg per capita per day in 0.1 million plus towns. 
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Reasons of Improper Management of Waste 

1. Improper planning for waste management while planning the townships 

2. Impractical institutional set up for waste management and planning and designing in urban local bodies 

3. Lack of technical and trained manpower 

4. Incomplete community involvement 

5. Less expertise and exposure to the city waste management using modern techniques and best practices 

6. Partial awareness creation mechanism 

7. Outdated Management Information Systems 

8. Fewer funds with ULBs 

9. Indifferent attitudes of ULBs in user charges and sustainability 

 

Strategy: 

 Infrastructure: 

There is urgent need of capital investments to build or upgrade waste sorting and treatment facilities, close dumps, 

construct or refurbish landfills, and provide bins, dumpsters, trucks, and transfer stations. 

 Legal structures and institutions: 

Projects advise on sound policy measures and coordinated institutions for the municipal waste management sector can 

provide innovative and effective solutions on solid waste management. 

 Citizen engagement: 

Behavior change and public participation is the key to a functional waste system. The government must supports 

designing incentives and awareness systems to motivate waste reduction, source-separation and reuse. 

 Climate change and the environment: 

Projects promote environmentally sound waste disposal. They support greenhouse gas mitigation through food loss and 

waste reduction, organic waste diversion, and the adoption of disposal technologies that capture biogas and landfill gas. 
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Waste projects also support resilience by reducing waste disposal in waterways and safeguarding infrastructure against 

flooding. 

 Health and safety: 

The efforts should be made in municipal waste management to improve public health and livelihoods by reducing open 

burning, mitigating pest and disease vector spread, and preventing crime and violence. 

 Social inclusion: 

Resource recovery in most developing countries relies heavily on informal workers, who collect, sort, and recycle 15-

20% of generated waste. Projects address waste picker livelihoods through strategies such as integration into the formal 

system, as well as the provision of safe working conditions, social safety nets, child labor restrictions, and education. 

Proper and safe methodology has to be developed in order to take out material which can be reused and recycle from 

waste. Emphasis must be given on taking out maximum material from waste for the purpose of recycling and reuse. 

Conclusion: 

Managing waste properly is essential for building sustainable and livable cities, but it remains a challenge for many 

developing countries and cities. Effective waste management is expensive, often comprising 20-50% of municipal 

budgets. Operating this essential municipal service requires integrated systems that are efficient, sustainable, and 

socially supported. 

Success story (Case Study): 

The systematic management of waste through the strict enforcement of norms for segregation of garbage and imposing 

of penalties on violators helped the Corporation of the City of Panaji (CCP) bring some order to the hotel waste problem 

during its six-month campaign last year. This initiative has lessons for waste managers, as hotels and eateries in urban 

areas contribute predominantly to the bulk of the total waste generated in towns and cities. 

 

Topic: Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector 

industries in various parts of the world (including India) 

Q) What is digital industrialization? Is India ready for it? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The fourth Industrial Revolution embraces new technologies that are fusing physical, digital and biological worlds, 

impacting all disciplines, economies and industries. Digital industrialization includes use of digital technologies along 

with physical infrastructure. 

Benefits of Digital Industrialization: 

 A significant economic resource: emergence of new factors of production, capital and labour in the form of Artificial 

Intelligence, as claimed by Accenture. 

 Worldwide reach: any organization will be able to function anywhere, without inhibitions. Example: Uber-global 

transport, Monsanto- agriculture 

 Targeted service delivery, efficiency and effectiveness. 

 Business processing cost will go down. 

 Better utilisation of data, data analytics.  

 Predictability of market. 

As data is the new oil, multilateral organizations like RCEP, ASEAN in the name of promotion of e-commerce are 

restricting the policy making on digitalization. In this regard, denying access of free flow of data intelligence to other 

countries through agreements between multilateral organizations will help in ensuring the efficiency of a firm which is 

induced by digital intelligence. A firm’s efficiency depends on the factors of production and in the coming future digital 

intelligence is going to be most important economic resource in the production. 

Data Centre has become an important asset and use of artificial intelligence to deal with big data to provide meaningful 

information will drive the digital industry to depend on giant players like Google, Microsoft, Facebook, Baidu, Uber etc. 

Along with this there are challenges of privacy, cyber-attack, etc. 
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India’s readiness can be seen through following aspects: 

 Emergence of many startups in domains like Robotics, manufacturing, computing aided by government policies of 

StartUp India, Make in India. 

 Multidisciplinary research and increase in automation though at nascent stages helps in accepting digital 

industrialization for growth. 

 Digital infrastructure creation – BharatNet, StartUp Hubs, Increased Mobile connections, availability of smart 

computers and Supercomputers like PARAM etc 

 Increased collaboration and network governance – govt MoUs with foreign academia, industries for R&D, joint 

development initiatives in both digitalization and industrialization. 

 Growing human resources especially with skills in digital arena and increased ICT applications from all areas like 

food industry, space applications, electronics, communications sets. 

India’s challenges – 

 In the backdrop of countries asserting for liberalizing e-commerce in WTO, India may get hurt by predatory 

business of global giants like Amazon, Microsoft, etc. 

 Without robust cyber security, Indian data is susceptible to attack e.g. SBI Bank accounts details compromised, 

Union Bank of India recently fell prey to hacking. 

 Repercussion on Employment generation. 

Conclusion – 

Although India is maneuvering towards extensive use of Digitization but time is not ripe until – robust digital 

infrastructure, sound digital literacy and effective services are well penetrated and comprehensive cyber security 

strategy and policy are devised. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

	Table of Contents
	General Studies Paper - I
	Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times.
	Q) The government has approved changes to the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act, 1958. What are these changes? What will be their implications? Examine. (200 Words)
	Q) What lessons can one draw from India’s ancient inscriptions and temples in conserving water and fighting droughts today? Examine. (200 Words)
	Q) The language data of the 2011 have still not been made available to the citizens who use those languages. Discuss why making this data public is important for citizens. (200 Words)
	Q) It is said that the Rig Veda is being closer to the Zoroastrian text Avesta than to the later Vedas. Discuss significance of this fact in ongoing debate on origin and migration of Aryan race. (200 Words)

	Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present- significant events, personalities, issues
	Q) Discuss the significance of philosophy and objectives behind the Gandhian ashram. Do you think the Gandhian ashram experiment is relevant today? Critically comment. (200 Words)

	Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions from different parts of the country.
	Q) How did Indian national leaders during freedom struggle view the birth of Israel? What were their views? Examine. (200 Words)

	Topic: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country.
	Q) Briefly discuss of history of Chinese claims on Indian territories and the genesis of present crisis in between India and China near Bhutan border. (200 Words)

	Topic: Salient features of Indian society; Diversity of India.
	Q) How does cow vigilantism affect Indian society? In your opinion, what should government do to stop cow vigilantism? Critically comment. (200 Words)
	Q) Tolerance is said to be one of the salient features of Indian society. In your opinion, why are Indians more tolerant? Is this tolerance under threat? Critically comment. (200 Words)
	Q) Discuss critically the significance of Dalit iconography such as statues of Ambedkar across India. (200 Words)
	Q) Which are the important factors one should consider before making any strong conclusions, such as Aryan migration either into India or out of India, related to Indian populations? In the light of recent debate on Aryan migration, critically examine.
	Q) “The Amarnath Yatra symbolises the best of Kashmir’s old syncretic ethos.” Discuss. (200 Words)
	Q) Maharashtra’s new law prohibiting the social boycott of individuals, families or any community by informal village councils is a template for other states. Comment. (200 Words)

	Topic: Role of women; population issues; social empowerment; poverty issues, communalism, regionalism & secularism
	Q) Critically analyse role being played by education in empowering rural society in India. (200 Words)
	Q) What do you understand by development? It is said that recent resistances by social movements have changed World Bank’s understanding of development paradigm. Do you agree? Discuss. (200 Words)
	Q) What do you understand by replacement-level fertility? Analyse its trend in northern and southern states in India and importance of its trends to policymaking, especially development and migration planning. (200 Words)
	Q) What do you understand by ‘population dynamics’? Why is understanding population dynamics important for Indian policymakers? Examine. (200 Words)
	Q) Critically examine salient features of the Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008, (UWSSA) and the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013, and their role in addressing problems being faced ...
	Q) It is said that there is an urgent need to understand the complexity of the problem of food wastage and then to devise a national-level strategy to combat it. Discuss why. (200 Words)
	Q) Critically evaluate India’s record in implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). (200 Words)
	Q) The Maharashtra Prohibition of People from Social Boycott (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2016, received Presidential assent last week, paving the way for its implementation. Examine why this law was enacted and comment on necessity of...
	Q) “Empowering half of the potential workforce has significant economic benefits beyond promoting gender equality.” Discuss how this potential can be realised. (200 Words)
	Q) What are the important provisions of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act? Why is there a demand for its amendment? Examine. (200 Words)
	Q) Is India able to link its Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) efforts with its global ambitions? Critically examine. (200 Words)

	Topic: Effects of globalization on Indian society
	Q) Write a critical note on Hyperglobalisation and its effects, especially on India. (200 Words)
	Q) Compare and contrast the nature of the Cuban missile crisis and the North Korean missile crisis. (200 Words)

	Topic:  Geography of India
	Q) Why is Chumbi valley vital for India? Discuss strategic importance of other regions along the Indo – China border. (200 Words)

	Topic: Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes
	Q) “Antarctica is a climate stabilising factor.” Elaborate. Also discuss impact of human activities on Antarctica. (200 Words)
	Q) Recently, the Tamil Nadu State government conceded the Government of India-owned Kamarajar Port Ltd’s (KPL) request to divert 1,000 acres of the hydrologically sensitive Ennore wetlands for industrial installations. Is it a wise move? Discuss ecolo...

	Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies
	Q) It is said that bold policy measures and big infrastructure investments such as Smart City Mission are likely to fall short if they don’t factor in climate change. Examine  how and why smart city mission should aim to build climate resilient cities...
	Q) It is often argued that India needs directly elected and empowered mayors for all its big cities. Do you agree? Comment. (200 Words)
	Q) Discuss the best practices and innovative approaches for waste management that can be adopted in Indian cities. (200 Words)

	Topic: Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various parts of the world (including India)
	Q) What is digital industrialization? Is India ready for it? Examine. (200 Words)



