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General Studies Paper - I 
 

Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 

from ancient to modern times. 

Q) Basavanna is a seminal figure in the Bhakti movement. Discuss his teachings and their 

relevance today. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Basavanna lived in the 12th century in Kalyana in northern Karnataka. He was a saint, a social reformer, a poet and a 

political activist; he was minister to Bijjala, a Kalachurya king who succeeded the Chalukyas and ruled from Kalyana. 

Teachings and work of Basavanna- 

 He challenged the dominance of Brahminical Hinduism, and especially institutions like the caste system. 

 Under his spiritual leadership, the Veerashaivas, an order of Shiva worshippers that rejected discrimination based 

on caste and gender, sought to establish an egalitarian social order. 

 The Sharana movement he presided over attracted people from all castes, and like most strands of the Bhakti 

movement, produced a corpus of literature, the vachanas that unveiled the spiritual universe of the Veerashaiva 

saints. 

 Basavanna spread social awareness through his poetry, popularly known as Vachanaas. Basavanna rejected gender 

or social discrimination, superstitions and rituals such as the wearing of sacred thread. 

 Basava championed devotional worship that rejected temple worship and rituals led by Brahmins, and replaced it 

with personalized direct worship of Shiva through practices such as individually worn icons and symbols like a 

small linga. 

 Basava emphasized constant personal spiritual development as the path to profound enlightenment. He 

championed the use of vernacular language, Kannada, in all spiritual discussions so that translation and 

interpretation by the elite is unnecessary, and everyone can understand the spiritual ideas. 

 Basava advocated that every human being was equal, irrespective of caste, and that all forms of manual labor was 

equally important. 

Relevance in today’s life- 

 The countries and the people are increasingly becoming narrow minded, intolerant and self-centered. Teachings 

and spiritual Vachanas of Basavanna leads towards the virtues of humanity and compassion which today’s world 

is in dire need of. 

 The present world is still facing the problems of gender discrimination, social atrocities and exclusion of 

marginalized. The teachings of Basavanna could help in getting rid of these social evils. 

 Religions of the world are increasingly getting complex and away from the common devotee. The complicated 

rituals and rites to be performed by priests are dominating the practices in the religions. Basavanna suggested the 

direct and simple relationship between God and Devotee without interference of any intermediaries. This could 

purify and free the existing religions of impurity and unnecessary complexities. 

 The ‘Vachana’ literature could act as strong inspiration for present generation poets particularly to women to create 

secular and socially relevant material. 

Conclusion- 

The egalitarianism of Basavanna’s Sharana movement was too radical for its times. However it paved the way for other 

Bhakti saints to build on the path laid down Basavanna particularly in efforts towards eliminating social evil. Basavanna 

was relevant in the medieval age and continues to inspire new generations. 
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Q) The state-funded cultural institutions have been asked to generate revenue amounting 

to 25-30 per cent of their budget initially and “eventually” achieve “self-sufficiency”. 

Critically discuss the role of these institutions in preserving culture and the kind of 

support they need from government. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- State-funded cultural institutions have been asked to generate revenue amounting to 25-30 per cent 

of their budget initially and “eventually” achieve “self-sufficiency”. The idea will remain utopian unless professional 

cultural managers are inducted to lead these institutions. 

India is among very few those countries which has been endowed with a very rich and diverse culture. Every state in 

India in itself represent as many culture which some of the countries even do not represent. 

As we see that with increasing globalisation some of the cultural heritages are dying immature death as no one is there 

to take these cultural attributes forward. at the same time these cultural are not remunerative enough that a person can 

take them up for his livelihood.  

Here comes the role of state funded cultural institute since its not commercially remunerative so no private enterprise 

will take up this cause. So government came up with state funded institute to preserve the rich cultural heritage of India. 

These state funded institute did a great job in preserving and making Indian culture popular with in India as well as 

outside India. the popularity of Indian visual arts like bharat natyam, kathak, kathakali in world forum is because of the 

efforts of these institution like sagit kala academy, CCRT etc. 

 The government needs to create a cadre of professional cultural managers which calls for professionals with a host 

of skills and training, among which is the requirement to be sensitive and knowledgeable about the wide, diverse 

and complex cultures and traditions of the Subcontinent. 

 Such persons alone will be able to create business plans for these decadent institutions, provide a vision to connect 

them to audiences and “markets”, evolve practical strategies to conserve traditional knowledge skills and creative 

expressions. Only then can these organisations create self-sustainability and have renewed relevance. In their 

present form, these are white elephants. 

 Most of these institutions are now led either by artists (performing or visual) who have no idea of or training in 

administration, policy or management. Or, they are run or controlled by non-specialist bureaucrats. 

 The few professional cultural managers are not motivated to join since they are unable to provide appropriate 

remuneration and, most importantly, ensure functional autonomy. The dearth of professional cultural managers 

is unlikely to be addressed soon; not one eminent management institute in India offers a programme in cultural 

management. 

 Most state-run cultural institutions across India have been unable to chart a meaningful functional role for creative 

communities or the preservation of their cultural traditions. 

 Relevant outreach programmes have also not been created. Cultural ecosystems are rocked when a cultural skill or 

knowledge dies. It is similar to what happens when the tiger is endangered — the impact is felt all over the 

ecosystem. Several knowledge systems related to performing arts, crafts in India and communities that practice 

them now face the threat of massive deskilling and marginalisation. 

 There is no cultural policy that offers a holistic and realistic approach to this complex, contested terrain. 

Committees to formulate policies are mostly formed with artists and cultural academicians; rarely are cultural 

management professionals or cultural economists invited to join them. 

 Not surprisingly, these committees are unable to evolve strategies to ensure sustainability and conservation of 

creative communities, and other manifestations of our rich cultural heritage. 

 In the absence of professional cultural managers, bureaucrats in charge of these institutions take up the task of 

making India’s great cultural heritage visible on the international map. For example, the Festival of India model 

has not evolved since its inception in the 1980s. 

 Those in leadership positions can’t grasp the international discourse on culture as they are unfamiliar with its 

vocabulary. They fail to address conceptual frameworks while keeping in mind the Indian context and Indian 

artists’ interests. 
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Q) Discuss the economic potential of religious tourism in India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

We live in an era where economic growth has fuelled an exponential rise in domestic tourism, with recreational travel 

now becoming an integral part of the work culture as well as the social norm. 

Increased accessibility, improved infrastructure and growing aspirations have seen the industry mature over the years. 

And tourism has been one of the sectors that has witnessed a complete transformation with the surge of information 

technology over the last two decades. 

However, on-ground infrastructure and service delivery has not been able to keep up pace with rapid innovations in 

sales and marketing channels, and popular Indian destinations now face stiff competition from their neighbouring Asian 

counterparts. 

Religious tourism stands out in this backdrop. With travel motivations rooted deeply in socio-cultural aesthetics, it has 

few rivals in terms of product offering. 

Also, each destination has a unique significance and characteristic, with a mix of both ‘loyal’ and ‘new’ consumer bases. 

The paradox here arises from the demand side skew, the large number of seasonal tourists creating resource oversupply 

and unemployment for most of the year, and unregulated visitor numbers leading to seasonal strain on environmental 

resources. 

Economic potential of religious tourism in India- 

Religious tourism is defined as going for a pilgrimage and it may or may not involve an overnight stay. 

 Religious tourism has a big future in India. India is richly endowed with ancient temples and religious festivals. 

Religions originating in India, be it Hinduism, Sikhism, Jainism or Buddhism, have a vibrant culture and spiritual 

philosophy. Together, they present a viable, alternative way of life as compared to the materialism and 

confrontation prevalent in the West. 

 There is a revival of religious attitudes not only in India but the world over. The second and third generations of 

the Indian Diaspora are actively seeking out their roots in religion. 

 Within its distinct segment, religious tourism in India offers a variety to attract different kinds of tourists. In time, 

it has the potential to become a commercially viable endeavour. To begin with, there are pilgrimages to several 

world-renowned temples and shrines, such as Tirupati, Golden temple, Vaishno Devi, Ajmer Dargah, Bodhgaya 

etc. 

 But traveling to temples and seeking the blessings of the gods is only one aspect of religious tourism and an aspect 

that may not interest many. Foreigners to India are fascinated by the gaiety and pomp that marks religious festivals. 

These can also be made nodal points for promoting religious tourism in India. Some fairs like the Kumbh at 

Haridwar and Pushkar camel fair already draw significant tourists, but much more can be done. 

Recently a study about religious pilgrimage across the religions were conducted by the Lokniti at the Delhi-based Centre 

for Study of Developing Societies (CSDS). Its main findings were- 

A study conducted by Lokniti on Religious attitudes, behaviour and practices in 2015 shows that a significant section of 

the population in all major religious groups in India reported having undertaken religious tourism over the past two 

years. 

 The economic impact of pilgrimage tourism can be seen its contribution to a country, the largest contributions to 

pilgrimage tourism is seen in the many pilgrimage places in India. Many small places economies are highly depend 

on pilgrimage tourism as evidenced by the significant share of pilgrimage tourism in their total earnings. 

 In 2009, pilgrimage tourism alone contributed 44.5 percent of the total export earnings of Indian tourism. Tourism 

in India has also provided a substantial contribution to Indian tourism, amounting to 13.7 percent in 2009, taking 

full advantage of the potential of their natural, pilgrimage tourism resources, countries like India and foreign 

countries are benefiting from the pilgrimage tourism. 

 The pilgrimage tourism contributes significantly to the creation of employment, both directly and indirectly in 

2009, the industry in Indian region provided jobs for about 21% people. Representing an average of 8.9% of total 

employment. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Way forward- 

 While, in principle, religious tourism in India has immense potential to evolve as a niche segment, there are hurdles 

to be overcome. The first hurdle is the poor tourism infrastructure in general, and perhaps the even poorer 

infrastructure of religious centers. Adequate facilities for lodging, boarding and travel will have to be created. 

 What needs to be done is to create nodes near religious centers, where there is already a basic infrastructure present 

and plan day trips from there. For example, Chennai in South India can be a node for excursions to Madurai, 

Thanjavur, Trichnapalli and Pondicherry. Madurai is the home of the exquisite Meenakshi Temple, which is 

regarded as the holiest temple in India by many people. 

 The second aspect that will need to be taken care of will be to provide the tourists with a holistic religious 

experience. Tourists may not find it worthwhile to come all the way just for a pilgrimage. 

 A packaged trip that offers the different hues of religious tourism will have to be prepared. This would require 

blending the ritualistic part of the religious tours with informative, cultural and philosophical inputs. 

 Information on the mythological significance of the places of pilgrimage will need to be provided in advance so that 

tourists are better prepared. Traditional dances, music and theatre related to the religious shrine will have to be 

built into the itinerary. Discourses on the essence of the religious beliefs, workshops on yoga and ayurvedic 

practices can add immense value to religious tourism. 

Religious tourism in India can provide an experience that cannot be had anywhere in the world. But for it to fructify, the 

seeds will have to be sown and the saplings will have to be nurtured. 

 

Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues  

Q) Why did intellectuals in South India oppose imposition of Hindi language during and 

after freedom struggle? Does it make sense to impose Hindi today? Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The language problem was the most divisive issue in the first twenty y ears of independent India, and it created the 

apprehension among many that the political and cultural unity of the country was in danger. People love their language; 

it is an integral part of culture. 

Constitutional provisions regarding Hindi- 

The constitution provided that Hindi in Devanagari script with international numerals would be India’s official 

language. English was to continue for use in all official purposes till 1965, when it would be replaced by Hindi. Hindi 

was to be introduced in a phased manner. After 1965 it would become the sole official language. However, parliament 

would have the power to provide for the use of English for specified purposes even after 1965. The constitution laid upon 

the government the duty to promote the spread and development of Hindi and provided for the appointment of a 

commission and a Joint Parliamentary Committee to review the progress in this respect. 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
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Intellectuals in South India opposed the imposition of Hindi language because- 

 The constitution-makers had hoped that by 1965 the Hindi protagonists would overcome the weaknesses of Hindi, 

win the confidence of non-Hindi areas, and hold their hand for a longer period till such time they had done so. It 

was also hoped that with the rapid growth of education Hindi too would spread and resistance to Hindi would 

gradually weaken and even disappear. But, unfortunately , the spread of education was too slow to make an impact 

in this respect. 

 Hindi suffered from the lack of social science and scientific writing. In the 1950s, for example, there were hardly 

any academic journals in Hindi outside the literary field. Instead of developing Hindi as a means of communication 

in higher education, journalism, and so on, the Hindi leaders were more interested in making it the sole official 

language. 

 Moreover, the chances of Hindi’s success as an official language were spoilt by the proponents of Hindi themselves. 

Instead of taking up a gradual, slow and moderate approach to gain acceptance of Hindi by non-Hindi areas and 

to rely on persuasion, the more fanatical among them preferred imposition of Hindi through government action. 

Their zeal and enthusiasm tended to provoke a counter-movement. 

 They tried to Sanskritize the language, replacing commonly understood words with newly manufactured, unwieldy 

and little understood ones in the name of the ‘purity ’ of language, free of alien influences. This made it more and 

more difficult for non-Hindi speakers (or even Hindi speakers) to understand or learn the new version. 

 The critics of Hindi talked about it being less developed than other languages as a literary language and as a 

language of science and politics. 

 But their main fear was that Hindi’s adoption as the official language would place non-Hindi areas, especially South 

India, at a disadvantage in the educational and economic spheres, and particularly in competition for appointments 

in government and the public sector. Such opponents tended to argue that imposition of Hindi on non-Hindi areas 

would lead to their economic, political, social and cultural domination by Hindi areas. 

Should Hindi be imposed in current scenario? 

 Having one official language in a vast and diverse country like India may help to connect the people from different 

regions. It may also help in bringing administrative convenience, easiness and coordination. However the 

imposition of any such language on the non-speakers of it could create the detrimental effect instead of reaping 

these benefits. 

 It alienates the people and creates divisive conditions among the different regions having their own languages. This 

defeats the very purpose of implementation of official language. This was seen in the mid-1960s when Hindi 

protagonists tried to done the same. 

 Even after 50 years of the anti-Hindi protests in South India, the situation has not changed significantly. Though 

Hindi is spreading in South India, it is nowhere close in creating the sense of belongingness in South Indians. In 

fact South Indian states have taken more strides in the socio-economic progress than North Indian states without 

adopting Hindi. 

 Further English is serving them better than any other language with rest of India and more importantly with the 

world. The South India has emerged as hub of IT services in India on account of closeness to English. 

 In such conditions the need is to make efforts in the direction where the locals in South India learn Hindi 

voluntarily and without any force from the North India. At the same time as decided in three-language formula, 

any of the South Indian language should be taught effectively in the North India. When both, the South and North 

make efforts to bridge the distance, there are chances of better cooperation, improved communication and coming 

together of people even if single language does not emerge out of it. 

Thus even in today’s conditions, the imposition of Hindi will prove detrimental to the socio-economic progress of South 

Indian states. 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  10 www.insightsias.com  

Q) How did Europeans imagine India before Vasco da Gama’s arrival and how did this 

perception change after colonialism? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :-  

India of Europe’s imagination – 

Before Vasco da Gama : 

India has had ancient trade networks with Europe that goes earlier than the Greek and Roman civilizations. The west 

had to rely on spices, cotton and silk from east and had access only through the ancient silk route. India had occupied 

an exotic, strange and alluring place in the European’s imagination where they studied India mostly via travelogues, 

diaries of historians, court poets etc like Sir Thomas Roe. India’s natural resource attracted European merchants to 

gather trading rights and make a fortune as well as various catholic orders hoping to increase their crowd. They 

constructed India’s past marked by great glory and strategically with the advancement of printing, actively showcased 

India via art, painting, and anthropological curiosities that were often reinterpretations of an earlier generation of 

European experiences. After growing tax issues with the middle east chieftains and dependability on east’s treasures, 

the need to reach India increased manifold. Following are some of the reasons:  

 To bypass the avaricious chieftains along the Silk Route between India and the Levant and find a quicker and less 

risky route 

 The freedom to explore new lands as demarcated by the Treaty of Tordesillas 

 In the spirit of the Age of Discovery started by Henry the Navigator to facilitate the Crusades against the Ottomans 

and discover new lands to colonize. 

 They did reach the shores of India. 

The Change of Perception: 

The East India Company latched on when India was at its weakest point in the history with Mughal rulers defeated. Well 

organized troops and use of superior tactical & strategic skills on the Warfield led to colonization very rapidly. Divide 

and rule, strong navy presence and further industrial revolution debilitated the condition. British colonialism had 

inexorably acquired a life force of its own, India had been traduced to become a site of plunder, commerce, and 

opportunities for enrichment. Britain’s expertise in handling worldwide rebellions, wiser visionaries, evolvement as 

superpower, world banker, technological and industrial superiority, knowledge advantage made it outperform India in 

almost all sectors. 

Thus the change of perception from a past glorious country to contemptuous reality of the present is in reality a 

kaleidoscope of competing interpretations with histories of their own. 

 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions 

from different parts of the country. 

Q) How did Nehru view and respond to rightist parties and their agenda? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- Jawaharlal Nehru adopted socialism. He wanted to develop India as a Socialist democracy. This 

inclination of his is responsible for Indian inclination towards the Soviet Union over the U. S. A. But, the horrors of 

partition gave voice to many rightist elements in politics. 

To the economic right, was the eminent leader C. Raja Gopalachari. He disliked the way land reforms were being 

implemented. The government responded to the court petitions by amending the Constitution and there by protecting 

land reforms from unconstitutionality. 

In politics, there were organizations like RSS to the right. Nehru was strictly against communalism. He dealt with 

communal elements of both Hindus and Muslims in a hard way. He outlawed RSS for its communal tendencies. 
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However, Nehru was very accommodative and inclusive. His cabinet comprised of people of different ideologies. Shyam 

Prasad Mukherjee etc., were conservatives and yet found a place in his cabinet. Thus it can be said that Nehru was 

accommodative to the right unless it threatened the security of the nation. 

 

Topic: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

Q) Critically comment on India’s present policy on Kashmir and suggest what policy would 

help address present Kashmir situation. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The dreadful violence and low turnout in a by-election in Kashmir has again raised intense debate in 

New Delhi. Unfortunately this debate has been mainly abusive rather than productive, and as a result it has masked the 

real issues. 

Escalation in unrest in Kashmir and dissent of people toward present policy framework is vivid from by-poll turnout. 

Vortex of decade old turmoil is taking unprecedented shape now. 

Present policy: 

 Heavy militarization and trying to end violence with violence approach not fruitful at ground 

 Government is in wait of turmoil to end and peace to be stabilized to initiate peace talk with rebels 

 Heavy infrastructural investments such as Channi-Nashri tunnel , Kishanganga and Ratle hydroelectric projects 

 Establishment of cultural ,sports and other connection with rest of India 

 Security forces restraining from indulging in conflict with rebels. 

Way Ahead: 

 Deradicalization and dialogue must go hand in hand should not wait for peace to be established as it’s a gradual 

process 

 Communication channels such as Facebook, What’s app, are intensely used by perpetuators of violence and same 

should be used to eliminate the impact of the same. 

 Along with economic gains employment opportunities must be floated for young Kashmiri’s 

 Anti-India and Pro-Pakistani image must not be accentuated by either media or political parties. 

 Give regional autonomy to all three regions of J&K i.e. Kashmir Valley, Jammu and Ladakh. It has to be coupled 

with proper dialogue with separatists. 

 Rather than removing Article 370; we should implement Article 370 in true letter and spirit. 

 Huge thrust on tourism (tourism has a big multiplier effect and will create a positive impact on local economy) 

 Encourage Kashmiri students, present in other States of India, to participate in important state affairs. The state 

CMs should set up monthly meetings with Kashmiri students and solve their issues. 

Government is trying to ameliorate the situation on ground. A sustainable solution with pragmatic approach soon will 

come out and peace will prevail in the valley. 

 

Q) Examine why the 1957 Kerala Agrarian Relations Bill is hailed as landmark event. What 

socio-economic impact this Bill had? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Kerala has always been a land hungry state of India. The level of development the state has in terms of Human resource 

and economic income, the land crunch is very high since historical times. Agricultural patters, commercialization of 

Agriculture and migration patterns has created long term decisive impacts on the land relations in Kerala.  
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Background of Land related aspects in Kerala 

 Under the conventional land relations of the State there existed various classes of agrarian community such as petty 

landowning farmers who directly involved in agricultural production, landless farm laborers or primary producers, 

cultivators of pattom land, and medium level landholding groups who were engaged in agrarian operations by hired 

labour. 

 The East India Company commercialized native land and agriculture for profit. Hitherto, land was considered 

social wealth and agriculture was based on ritualistic and reciprocal relations. The social relations of the day fixed 

the median for the distribution of the surplus. The socio-economic relations prior to the arrival of the Company 

were pre-capitalistic and hence the idea of absolute ownership of land did not prevail. 

 Through various land settlements, the Company assigned the land to several individuals and families with 

unquestionable ownership right through title deeds so as to facilitate collection of land revenues. 

 This was the beginning of the impoverishment of various marginalized and weaker sections in the society. It 

resulted in unequal social relations. That is why the crisis of land rights came to the forefront of the national 

movement. 

 Long before independence, an equitable land distribution was a major political concern. That is why almost all 

political parties adopted the maxim “farm land for farmers”. But after independence, most political parties diluted 

this dictum. Above all, they miserably failed to identify the actual farming community. Thus, the traditional farm 

labour classes, particularly from SC communities, even after the much applauded land reforms, remained in the 

old socio-economic structure. 

Importance of Kerala Land Reform Act of 1957: 

Main objectives 

1. To bestow on tenants ownership of a minimum of ten cents of land 

2. To end the old feudal relations by legitimising the right of real peasants to own the land they cultivate 

3. To introduce land ceiling and distribute excess land among the landless agricultural labourers 

4. To abolish exploitation and inequalities in the agrarian sector 

5. To ensure the consistent progress and transformation of society 

6. To achieve economic development and modernisation 

7. To end the era of feudalism. 

Prior to the Kerala Land Reform Act of 1957, the land owning pattern of the State was more feudalistic. Land ownership 

was classified under janmam, otti, pattom, etc., by which the big landowners [janmi] had nothing to do with actual 

agricultural operations but were the chief beneficiaries of the yield. 

Even before the formation of the State of Kerala, there had been endeavors at land reforms; the Restriction on Possession 

and Ownership of Lands Bill, 1954, being the best example for the same. 

After the formation of the State of Kerala the first major achievement was the Kerala Agrarian Relations Bill, 1957 which 

was passed on October 15, 1960. This Act was repealed in 1961 and was substituted by The Kerala Land Reforms Act, 

1963. 

This act had provisions relating to the fixation of ceiling on land holdings, the vesting of lands in excess of the ceiling in 

Government, Assignment of surplus lands, abolition of tenancy system, assignment of proprietary right on land to the 

cultivating tenants, the conferment of the right on Kudikidappukars to purchase land and the constitution of a 

Kudikidappukars Benefit Fund. 

Impacts 

1. Leasing of land became unlawful. 

2. The Jenmis who lived by collecting lease became extinct. 

3. The lease holders were given ownership of the land. 

4. A few big farmers who had cultivated on the leased lands also became owners of that land. 

5. Land owners sold their excess land. 
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6. Hundreds of thousands of people got dwelling places of their own. 

7. The labour market was enlarged as former serfs entered it. 

Conclusion- 

The Agrarian Relations Bill introduced in 1957 was passed with minor amendments. The legislature passed subsequent 

land reform bills in 1960, 1963, 1964, and 1969. But the historical land reform act, which put an end to the feudal system 

and ensured the rights of the tenants on land, came into force on 1 January 1970. However, cash crop plantations had 

been exempted from its purview. There have been many amendments to the act since, the latest having been in 2012. 

 

Topic:  History of the world will include events from 18th century  

Q) How did the end of Second World War shape Japanese Constitution? Japan wants 

to revise the country’s Constitution by 2020. Examine why. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Japan’s prime minister, Shinzo Abe, has called for a debate on rewriting the country’s pacifist constitution after his 

Liberal Democratic party [LDP] and its allies secured a supermajority in upper house elections. 

How did the end of 2nd WW shape Japanese constitution? 

 On 26 July 1945, Allied leaders Winston Churchill, Harry S. Truman, and Chiang Kai-shek issued the Potsdam 

Declaration, which demanded Japan’s unconditional surrender. This declaration also defined the major goals of 

the post-surrender Allied occupation: “The Japanese government shall remove all obstacles to the revival and 

strengthening of democratic tendencies among the Japanese people. Freedom of speech, of religion, and of 

thought, as well as respect for the fundamental human rights shall be established” 

 Post-surrender measures taken by Douglas MacArthur, the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers(SCAP), 

suggest that neither he nor his superiors in Washington intended to impose a new political system on Japan 

unilaterally. 

 Instead, they wished to encourage Japan’s new leaders to initiate democratic reforms on their own. But by early 

1946, MacArthur’s staff and Japanese officials were at odds over the most fundamental issue, the writing of a new 

Constitution. Emperor Hirohito, Prime Minister Kijūrō Shidehara and most of the cabinet members were 

extremely reluctant to take the drastic step of replacing the 1889 Meiji Constitution with a more liberal document 

 The document drafted by the Supreme Command of the Allied Powers (SCAP) divided the Japanese Diet between 

the conservatives and nationalists on the one hand and the social democrats on the other. Whereas the former view 

the Constitution as an imposition on Tokyo, the latter see the text as a canon of progressive and forward-looking 

principles. 

 At the heart of these divisions lies Article 9 through which Japan renounced the use of force in the resolution of 

international disputes and proclaimed never to maintain land, sea and air forces. The charter merely made 

provision for the country’s own defence, which resulted in the establishment of the Self-Defence Forces (SDF). 

Why Japan wants to revise its constitution? 

 Rewriting the constitution, imposed by the US occupation authorities after the second world war, has been the 

ideological driving force behind Abe and other conservatives who believe it unfairly restricts Japan’s ability to 

respond to new threats such as international terrorism or external aggression. 

 External threat 

North Korea- North Korea has vehemently rejected all the regulation of the western powers and has conducted many 

missile and nuclear tests threatening the regional stability. Japan who is traditionally hostile Korea sees it as threat to 

their sovereignty and security. 

China– The aggressive posturing of China into Indo-pacific and South China region has alarmed the Japanese leaders. 

Though US has traditionally guaranteed the security to Japan, it cannot rely on it particularly in the wake of election of 

Donald Trump who seems to reluctant to provide security at the cost of US resources. 
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 Terrorism- 

In the wake of rising terrorist threat all over the world, Japan wants to be in position where it can confidently and 

dominantly able to tackle it. The execution in January 2015 of two Japanese hostages by the Islamic State (IS) may have 

strengthened the voices that have been eager to see the end of the ‘no war clause’. 

The 2015 law on collective self-defence nearly ensured that. The measure authorises Japanese forces to join a battle to 

defend the nation’s allies, even where its territory is not at threat. 

Conclusion- 

Though there is intense debate on the changing article 9 of the Japanese constitution, it needs 2/3rd majority in both 

the houses of the parliament. Further huge number of people are against the changing of the pacifist nature of the 

Japanese constitution. In such conditions there would be uphill task in front of Shinjo Abe to move amendments to 

Constitution. 

 

Q) It is said that the recent the result of the presidential election in France has reinscribed 

France’s reputation as the birthplace of a modern democratic sensibility, and as the site 

of a major democratic revolution in 1789. Discuss why. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

French revolution of 1789 is credited for emergence of the modern democratic ideas of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. 

French revolution broke the autocratic ideas of governance and ushered the era where every human being was 

considered worthy of living dignified life. This revolution changed the direction of politics forever and embraced the 

open mindset nation building. 

The victory of Emmanuel Macron if glanced through the ideals of French revolution shows that, France has once again 

shown the right way for crisis-ridden Europe. This is borne out by the fact that French voters decisively rejected Marine 

Le Pen’s socially conservative campaign that attacked Islam, immigrants, and the European Union. In a Europe that has 

rapidly turned to racism, xenophobia and intolerance, yet another rejection of an extreme right-wing party is cause for 

celebration. 

In Europe, unemployment led to a serious backlash, racism, hate speech and violence against immigrants. Some parties 

tried to tackle this; others rode on the wave of xenophobia. With the Britain’s exit from EU and emergence of right wing 

parties in other European nation, the future of Europe was considered in peril. While France did not only remove this 

fear, but it also set the new direction for other countries to follow. 

President Macron emphasizes the need to cultivate an open attitude to the world, to strengthen the European Union, to 

promote a positive attitude to immigration, to encourage free trade and to secure the rights of the LGBTQ community. 

The election of Mr Macron would only help in strengthening the European Union and thereby boosting the process of 

consolidation of Europe. This would give impetus to the movement of Men, Machine and Material not only in Europe 

but all over the world. Further it would also create conducive environment for the cooperation among different EU 

members. 

French people notwithstanding the adverse campaign run by Meryl Le Pen, decisively voted for candidate who shown 

the faith in the collective capacities of people of Europe. This could prove as a turning point for the future course of 

Europe as like 1789 revolution albeit less in intensity and spread. 

Europe at this point of time needed a leader who could break the pessimistic shackles of the disintegration of EU and 

could bring the coherence in the thought s and actions of the different states of the Europe. 

Thus by rejecting the divisive tendencies France once again has assumed the role of leadership in the Europe and would 

be rewarded for it. 
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Q) Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, Jawaharlal Nehru and Archbishop Makarios, founders of 

modern Turkey, India and Cyprus respectively, are being re-evaluated by the nations they 

founded. Do you think this re-evaluation is fair? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- Mustafa Kemal Pasha, Jawaharlal Nehru and Archbishop Makarios founded the their countries 

Turkey, India and Cyprus on solid grounds of high ideas, values and tried to build them modern nations. However now 

they are being attacked by the critiques on various grounds like:- 

Jawaharlal Nehru:- 

Jawaharlal Nehru (14 November 1889 – 27 May 1964) was the first Prime Minister of India and a central figure in Indian 

politics before and after independence. He emerged as the paramount leader of the Indian independence 

movement under the tutelage of Mahatma Gandhi and ruled India from its establishment as an independent nation in 

1947 until his death in 1964. He is considered to be the architect of the modern Indian nation-state: a sovereign, socialist, 

secular, and democratic republic 

 Critics of Nehru blame him for a number of problems that torment India at present — issues as diverse as economy 

and India-China ties.  

 Nehruvian politics is increasingly viewed as lacking appeal for the aspiring masses. 

 Unable to deal with Nehru’s achievements, his critics often resort to nuances and instead of blaming him they are 

trying to build the memory of Nehru’s opponents like Shyama Prasad Mookerjee. 

 Nehru is blamed for the Kashmir dispute. 

He is blamed for:- 

 Political factor: During the prevailing waves of world wars and poverty at that time, he shifted the developing base 

of India to be a sovereign, socialist, secular, and democratic republic which shaped the modern day peaceful India. 

 Economic factor: He advocated a mixed economy and contributed to substantial industrial development but low 

initial income and rapid population increase – meant that growth was inadequate for any sort of catch-up with rich 

income nations/ miracle economies 

 Social policies: When the literacy rate was hanging around 18 % (1951), took passionate ad-vocation of education 

for India’s children and youth (IIT, IIM, AIIMS etc) Basis of Secularism Ex. Article 44 etc. 

 Foreign policies: On the international scene (backdrop of cold war), he pioneered the policy of non-alignment and 

co-founded the Non-Aligned Movement of nations professing neutrality 

Ataturk Kemal Pasha:- 

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk (19 May 1881– 10 November 1938) was a Turkish army officer, revolutionary, and founder of 

the Republic of Turkey, serving as its first President from 1923 until his death in 1938. 

Atatürk came to prominence for his role in securing the Ottoman Turkish victory at the Battle of Gallipoli during World 

War I. Following the Empire’s defeat and subsequent dissolution, he led the Turkish National Movement, which resisted 

against the mainland Turkey’s partition among the victorious Allied powers. Establishing a provisional government in 

present-day Turkish capital Ankara, he defeated the forces sent by the Allies, thus, emerging victorious from what is 

later referred to as the Turkish War of Independence. He subsequently proceeded to abolish the Ottoman Empire and 

proclaimed the foundation of the Turkish Republic in its place. 

 Ataturk’s critics accuse modern-day Kemalists of degrading his ideology.  

 Kemalism is viewed as a highly Westernised anti-religious movement. 

 Turkey under President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan is careful not to blame Ataturk and instead blames his followers for 

reducing secularism to a fetish. 

 Ataturk’s blamed for his Turkish ethnocracy created the festering Kurdish question. 

 Atatürk initiated a rigorous program of political, economic, and cultural reforms with the ultimate aim of building 

a modern and secular nation-state. 
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 He made primary education free and compulsory, opening thousands of new schools all over the country. Turkish 

women received equal civil and political rights during Atatürk’s presidency ahead of many Western countries 

resulted in high HDI in turkey (69/188 at 2015) 

 During periods of great depression, integrated economic polices, and establishing a central bank to control 

exchange rates. 

Archbishop Makarios :- 

Makarios III, Archbishop of Nova Justiniana and All Cyprus (August 13, 1913 – August 3, 1977) was a Greek 

Cypriot clergyman and politician, who served as the Archbishop and Primate of the autocephalous Church of 

Cyprus (1950–1977) and as the first President of Cyprus (1960–1977). 

 Makarios is described either as an evil man or as a saint by different segments of Greek, Cypriot and Turkish 

politics. 

 Makarios has faced criticism for not being fully pro-West, and for being a votary of non-alignment and solidarity 

among Third World countries.  

 Cyprus is similarly caught between the ideology and memories of Makarios. Makarios championed non-alignment 

with Nehru and Egypt’s Gamal Abdel Nasser, but in 2004, Cyprus dumped the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and 

joined the European Union (EU). 

 Makarios is blamed for he failed to resolve the issue of northern Cyprus with Turkey.  

 Makarios moved towards the moderate center of Cypriot politics and pursued a policy of non-alignment, cultivating 

good relations with Turkey as well as Greece and becoming a high-profile member of the Non-Aligned Movement 

(NAM). 

 During the Turkish and Greek Cypriots acrimony, Makarios was forced to act to salvage the machinery of state from 

imminent collapse so he proposed thirteen amendments to the Constitution, which would free many public offices 

from the ethnic restrictions. 

Conclusion :-   

Critics are not yet fully confident of taking on these three giants of world history who shaped the 20th century. Though 

the issues left are sometimes critical or exacerbated, there is very little ground for criticizing their work. Through secular 

governance, they placed their respective countries in the right growth path sustaining harmony and regional integrity. 

It is a fact that are among the greatest leaders in world history. 

 

Topic: Political philosophies 

Q) Write a note on leftist, rightist and centrist political philosophies. Critically examine 

why the Right is in ascendence across the world and Left is seeing a decline. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The basic difference between the leftist, rightist and centralist philosophies are as follows:- 

Leftist :- 

Left wingers believe that governments are a force for social justice and change, and so should intervene in individual’s 

lives to ensure social justice is achieved.  

For this reason left wingers have traditionally favoured ‘big’ government while right wingers favoured ‘small’ 

government. 

Left wingers believe in substantial equality. They argue that not every individual is the same and so government policy 

should be aimed to create substantial rather than just formal equality. Examples of left wing substantial equality includes 

affirmative action and social and cultural rights. 

Rightist :- 

Right wingers believe that governments are big and unwieldy and so should not interfere with people’s lives at all. They 

believe that government interference contravenes an individual’s right to liberty. 

For these reason right wingers favoured ‘small’ government 
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Right wingers believe in formal equality. They believe that everyone should be treated equally under the law and should 

be treated equally by government. Examples of right wing formal equality include equal pay for equal work and civil and 

political rights. 

Centrist :- 

In politics, centrism or the centre is a political outlook or specific position that involves acceptance or support of a 

balance of a degree of social equality and a degree of social hierarchy; while opposing political changes which would 

result in a significant shift of society either strongly to the left or the right. Centre-left and centre-right politics both 

involve a general association with centrism combined with leaning somewhat to their respective sides of the spectrum. 

Reasons responsible for rise of rightist approach and fall of leftist approach are:- 

1) Right is able to relate to the local concerns for whom the world view is restricted to their daily needs. The left on the 

other hand is cosmopolitan and so cannot appeal emotionally to the local who are indeed the electorate that decide 

electoral victory. 

2) The Right is able to capitalize on the instinct fear which humanity has as to others taking a larger share of their pie 

which originally belongs to them. The Left speaks of merit and best talent but the right calls for harnessing what it has 

of its people and only if it cannot be done give scope for ‘other’ talent and service. It is instrumental for the sake of its 

own people and so strikes a chord naturally. 

3) The Left speaks of making the people capable enough of making smart decisions and limits itself as a facilitator and 

assure no one is being left out. But the right speaks to those who perceive them to be or are actually left out in the 

development project of the nation and so makes their job more easy; it decides for the people’s good after convincing 

that it cares for them. 

Conclusion :- Thus it can be seen that the left wing politics that was successful earlier is being side-lined today because 

the body-politic has underwent significant change today. The people have become more inward looking for their lives 

have become crisis ridden and the ideas of leftists seem to idealistic as against the rightist ideas that are realistic. The 

Left can surely learn a thing or two from the Right about simplicity. It needs to tackle the fears that internationalism 

generates and has to find a balance between its cosmopolitan world view and one that is more local. The answer is not 

to ape the Right but to reimagine the role the Left needs to play in today’s society. 

 

Q) What do you understand by concepts like patronage, clientelism, and vote buying in 

political science? Do you think patronage is an important factor in Indian elections? 

Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Patronage- 

It is the dispensation of favors or rewards such as public office, jobs, contracts, subsidies, prestige or other valued 

benefits by a patron (who controls their dispensation) to a client. The patron is usually an elected official or is otherwise 

empowered to make such grants. In return, the client supplies the patron with some valued service, such as voting for 

the patron’s party or providing money or labour for electoral campaigning (see Political Party Financing). The 

relationship between patron and client is typically unequal, selective and discretionary; the patron does not generally 

grant favors to all potential clients but picks and chooses among them. 

Patronage can range from the relatively benign — political campaign members are frequently hired as staff members for 

elected officials — to outright corruption and fraud. Patronage is linked to lobbying, conflict of interest and corruption 

and is therefore a politically volatile subject. Though some efforts have been made to discourage patronage, the practice 

remains a fixture of Canadian political life. 

Clientelism- 

Clientelism is a transaction oriented relation where in apolitical figure blesses those who support him/her with big 

contracts and favorable policies. This generally happens when dealing with individual basis with corporate/business 

character. 

It is the exchange of goods and services for political support, often involving an implicit or explicit quid-pro-quo. 

Clientalism involves an asymmetric relationship between groups of political actors described as patrons, brokers, 

and clients. Richard Graham has defined clientelism as a set of actions based on the principle take there, give here, with 

the practice allowing both clients and patrons to gain advantage from the other’s support. Moreover, clientelism is 
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typified by “exchange systems where voters trade political support for various outputs of the public decision-making 

process.” 

Vote buying- 

Vote Buying is similar to Patronage where literally votes are exchanged for material benefit of the voter. This can happen 

at individual level, or a satrap who guarantees votes of his/her community can clinch the deal. 

Do you think Patronage is important factor in Indian elections? 

Patronage particularly political has emerged as a debatable topic after the UP election where BJP emerged victorious 

with huge mandate. It has been argued that despite the politics of patronage played by Samajvadi party in last few years, 

the BJP could win the election with the plank of development. 

Patronage in Indian politics is an old phenomenon. Since independence it has been observed in various states of India 

in one or other fashion differing in its quantum. Though southern states have prospered relatively compared to northern 

states, Tamil Nadu and other southern states witnessed high proportion of freebies being distributed to voters in return 

of votes.  

While Patronage played an important part during elections, it was not all encompassing phenomenon. The regulations 

by election commission through MCC and judiciary played important role in limiting the phenomenon to limited 

sections of the voters. Despite this Indian voters have been criticized for being swayed or wooed just with the help of 

small gifts, liquor, household appliances or monetary gains. 

Though it would be wrong to deny out rightly existence of patronage in the present conditions, it could be said firmly 

that the proportion of patronage is decreasing with the increasing literacy, awareness and awakened citizenry. 

The result of which political parties are fighting elections more on the developmental issues rather than freebies and 

symbolism. However it would take long time and sustainable efforts to eliminate the menace of patronage, clientelism 

and vote buying in Indian politics. 

 

Q) Differentiate between liberalism and liberalisation. Examine how liberalisation has 

affected liberalism, especially in Indian education system. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Liberalism is an ideology, where as liberalization is one of the tools to bring liberalism in effect. 

Liberalism is a political philosophy founded on ideas of liberty and equality in the form of freedom of speech, freedom 

of the press, freedom of religion, free markets, civil rights, democratic societies, secular governments, gender equality, 

and international cooperation. 

Liberalization largely connotes economic aspect of liberalism. Liberalization of the economy means to free it from direct 

or physical controls imposed by the government, manifesting as free trade, free flow of capital, privatization, openness 

of economy and integration with global economy. However, the term liberalization can also be associated with political, 

cultural and other aspects too. 

When we talk about effects of liberalization on liberalism ,we mean economic liberalization and politico-social 

liberalism. The LPG reform of India which brought much needed respite in the economy back in 90’s has certainly not 

done enough in the social sector particularly in Health and education. 

PRIMARY EDUCATION AND SOCIAL EQUALITY – 

 The national policy on education drafted in 1986 had mostly adhered to the established state-centric view. 

 In the ‘structural adjustment program of LPG reforms the World Bank offered a ‘safety net’ for primary education. 

It meant additional resources and policy guidance to enable the system to expand its capacity for enrolling children. 

The District Primary Education Program (DPEP), which later mutated into Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), 

symbolized the ‘safety net’ approach. It was designed to cushion the harsh effects that ‘structural adjustment’ under 

liberalization was expected to cause in welfare sectors like children’s education and health. The success of these 

program emboldened the government to push the Right to Education (RTE) law through Parliament. Governments 

of many States were unable to fund the implementation of RTE after the Central assistance provided under SSA 

runs dry. Post-RTE, many State governments have drawn on the services of mega-NGOs and private companies to 

look after schools. Under the policy of liberalization, the state has outsourced the schools to non-state players. 

Majority of these schools are attended by poor students. 
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 The rich students have moved to private schools. 

 Thus liberalization policy compromised the idea of equality of opportunities and social justice. 

 Privatization of schools encouraged competition and profiteering at the cost of value education and social justice. 

HIGHER EDUCATION AND LIBERTY, SOCIAL JUSTICE – 

In higher education, the new economic policy designed on the principles of liberalization offered no safety net. higher 

education has to generate its own resources and has to respond to market demands in terms of knowledge and skills. 

Over the last three decades, these two guiding ideas emerged from the liberalization have dented the established system 

of higher education in all parts of the country. Both Central and State universities have been starved of financial 

resources. This has affected the Quality of higher education . 

With the increasing liberalization of economy, importance of capitalistic forces increased and More and more focus on 

technical education and market demands lessened the importance of values of freedom and social justice. This led to the 

emergence of radical leftist student movements in universities. They are the proponents of the social liberalism but 

oppose liberalization of economy. 

Skill development and social justice – 

To fulfill the market demands , emphasis is given to skill development of potential workforce from all sections of society, 

providing them opportunities of social upliftment . 

Thus, these vocational training institutes and skill development program promote values of social liberalism. 

CONCLUSION – 

Thus, Liberalization in its current form may not be fit to uphold the values of welfare state, it needs to reinvent itself for 

achieving holistic development in socio-economic field. 

 

Topic: Salient features of Indian society 

Q) In the light of the hearing of Shayara Bano v. Union of India case by the Supreme 

Court, critically analyse issues that the SC faces in deciding about constitutionality of 

practices such as triple talaq, polygamy, and nikah halala. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- The Supreme Court will begin hearing arguments in Shayara Bano v. Union of India , which has 

popularly come to be known as the “triple talaq case”. This case, in which the constitutional validity of certain practices 

of Muslim personal law such as triple talaq, polygamy, and nikah halala has been challenged, has created political 

controversy across the spectrum.  

One would expect the judges of the Supreme Court to adjudicate the constitutional validity of triple talaq  detached from 

the political debate, and strictly in accordance with law. A closer look reveals, however, that the court cannot decide this 

case without engaging in a series of complex and difficult choices. 

Triple Talaq:- 

Triple Talaq (also known as Talaq-e-Mughallazah — Irrevocable divorce) is a form of divorce that is practiced 

by Muslims in India. It has been a subject of controversy and debates within the country, raising the issues of justice, 

gender equality, human rights and secularism. Triple Talaq is a form of divorce practiced in India, whereby a Muslim 

man can legally divorce his wife by pronouncing talaq (the Arabic word for divorce) three times. The pronouncement 

can be oral or written, or, in recent times, delivered by electronic means such as telephone, SMS, email or social media. 

The man need not cite any cause for the divorce and the wife need not be present at the time of pronouncement. After a 

period of iddat, during which it is ascertained whether the wife is pregnant with a child, the divorce becomes irrevocable. 

In the recommended practice, a waiting period is required before each pronouncement of talaq, during which 

reconciliation is attempted. However, it has become common to make all three pronouncements in one sitting. While 

the practice is frowned upon, it is not prohibited 

Nikal Halala:- 

Halala is a disputed Islamic marriage strategy practiced primarily by certain sects of Sunni Muslims, which involves a 

female divorcee marrying someone else, consummating the marriage and then getting a divorce inorder to make it 

allowable to remarry her previous husband 
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Polygamy:- 

Muslims in the rest of the country are subject to the terms of The Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act of 

1937, interpreted by the All India Muslim Personal Law Board. Still, many Hindus, tribal peoples and Buddhists practice 

it all over the country, rejecting the laws as 

However, in a judgment in February 2015, the Supreme court of India stated that “Polygamy was not an integral or 

fundamental part of the Muslim religion and monogamy was a reform within the power of the State under Article 25” 

According to the 1961 census (the last census to record such data), polygamy was actually less prevalent among Indian 

Muslims (5.78%) than among several other religious groups. Incidence was highest among Adivasis (15.25%) and 

Buddhists (7.9%); Hindus (5.8%), by comparison, had an incidence 0.5% higher than Muslims in 1960, though it has 

declined much more quickly among Hindus in the last five decades with its criminalization. Although there are 

movements to end polygamy, some orthodox members of the Muslim community seek to preserve the practice. 

The issues faced by SC in addressing the case are:- 

 Personal laws Vs. Constitution:- The first and foremost issue the supreme court faces is whether personal laws 

comes under jurisdiction of judiciary. As all these laws are stemmed out of faith in religion and its scriptures. so 

court have to decide whether these laws are in line with the spirit of our constitution. 

 Personal laws/Article 13/Article 44:- supreme court also facing issue that whether personal laws can be dealt in 

accordance with article 13 of the constitution which says laws in derogation or inconsistent with fundamental rights 

be void and it include “custom or usage” article 13(3)(a). Court also faces the issue of article 44 i.e. formation of a 

uniform civil code to which this case become a huge basis of initiation. 

 Judiciary Vs. Executive:- As adaptation of UCC is a part of DPSP and must be worked upon by the executive wing 

of the state these issues can also be analyzed by the state first and give strong legislative support to people’s will. 

Court also faces the issue of judicial overreach and separation of power between judiciary and executive. 

 Religious views Vs. Fundamental rights:- court must have a non-partisan eye towards the religious views and 

fundamental rights. It has to analyses whether practices like instantaneous triple talaq has any validity in real 

senses in Islamic faith or do these practices infringes upon fundamental right to an extent that these can be struck 

down. 

 Reform within or Out with :- court has to decide the approach by taking into consideration the narrow approach 

that instantaneous triple talaq is invalid while other types of triple talaq (According to which some time span must 

be there between the utterance of the word) or by taking the other more reformative view by completely striking 

down the practice citing its inconsistency with the fundamental rights and biased nature against female gender. 

Conclusion:- There is no doubt that triple talaq violates women’s rights to equality and freedom, including freedom 

within the marriage, and should be invalidated by the Supreme Court. The larger question, however, is whether the court 

will stick to its old, narrow, colonial-influenced jurisprudence, and strike down triple talaq while nonetheless upholding 

a body of law that answers not the Constitution, but to dominant and powerful voices within separate communities; or 

will it, in 2017, change course, and hold that no body of law (or rather, no body of prescriptions that carries all the badges 

and incidents of law) can claim a higher source of authority than the Constitution of India? 

 

Q) A case is gaining momentum in favour of revisiting Part XVII of the Constitution which 

envisages, in essence, the replacement of English language with Hindi at the national level 

and with other languages in the Eight Schedule in their respective states. Critically discuss 

why is this issue complicated and how should India address this challenge. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- India has a rich heritage in terms of languages and every language spoken, even by the most remote 

areas, is respected by the Constitution through the likes of Article 29 and Schedule VIII. “History demonstrates that, 

from times immemorial, India has been a multilingual country, each language having a certain region in which it was 

supreme, but none of these regions truly constituted unilingual kingdom or principality.” 

Background :- 

When the Indian Constitution was being framed in the Constituent Assembly, the question of choosing one language as 

the official language arose in the minds of the Constitution makers. The official language of the Central government was 
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the single most divisive official issue in the Indian Constituent Assembly. There were two problems regarding Hindi 

being the official language: a) the dialect of Hindi; and  b)the other languages existing in India. 

Hindi is spoken in around 13 different dialects. 

This is so because India was called Hind in 

ancient times. So every language spoken 

in Hind was referred to as Hindi. Gradually, 

Indians also started calling their languages 

Hindi which eventually led to the development 

of various dialects of Hindi. So debate arose as 

to which of the dialect was to be chosen as the 

official Hindi dialect. Later, Hindi dialect that 

was adopted was the one spoken in Delhi-Agra 

region with Sanskrit vocabulary.  

However, that was a minor issue. The key issue 

which was to be tackled with before this was 

which language was to be chosen as the official 

language of the country. 

Most of the members of Constituent Assembly 

wanted to fulfill Mahatma Gandhi’s dream 

who had opined that there should be a national 

language which would give a distinct identity 

to the nation. Dr. N.G.Ayyangar says in one of 

his speeches at the Assembly, “There was one 

thing about which we reached a fairly 

unanimous conclusion that we should select 

one of the languages in India as the common 

language of the whole of India, the language 

that should be used for the official purposes of 

the Union.” 

They chose the most popular language of the 

country to be crowned as the official language 

of the Union of India. But the solution and 

road to that solution was not that simple. As 

soon as the proposal was laid down before the 

Assembly, many members of the assembly 

opposed it on the ground of it being unfair for the non-Hindi speaking population who’ll suffer in terms of employment 

opportunities, education and public services because of their non-Hindi background. Several arguments were raised for 

the inclusion and non-inclusion of Hindi language. Some of the members of the Constituent Assembly including 

L.K.Maitra and N.G.Ayyangar demanded that the regional languages should also be recognized (at State level) and the 

chosen national language should not be made exclusive. There were others like Lokamanya Tilak, Gandhiji, C. 

Rajagopalachari, Subhash Bose and Sardar Patel who demanded that Hindi should be used throughout India without 

any exceptions and the states should also resort to the use of Hindi language because it would promote integration. 

Ultimately, when the Constituent Assembly was on the verge of losing its unity, a compromise called Munshi-Ayyangar 

formula was adopted without dissent. It was a half hearted compromise because no group got what it wanted. According 

to this formula, English was to continue as the official language of India along with Hindi for a period of fifteen years 

but the limit was elastic and the power of extension was given to the Parliament. A statute titled ‘Official Languages Act, 

1963’ was enacted when the period of fifteen years was about to expire in an attempt to prevent agitation in the non-

Hindi speaking States. But the provisions of the Act could not satisfy the views of the protestors. 

Why replacement of English with Hindi is complicated? 

 Own Languages: States in the south (Andhra pradesh,Tamilnadu etc) have opposed this idea of making Hindi 

as national language in apprehension to extinction of their own languages i.e. Telugu, Tamil etc. 

 Freedom of speech and expression: Replacement of Hindi language with English is not in conformity with 

Art. 19 which guarantees the right of speech and expression. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  22 www.insightsias.com  

 Widely used language: Today, English is widely used language and became part of life in the globalized world 

where world has become village. Moreover, English itself is used in our Supreme Court and parliamentary 

proceedings so that we can not even to think obviate the English language. 

How should we address this problem 

 Voluntary AdoptionImposition is not right way instead people should be encouraged to adopt Hindi voluntarily 

without affecting their own languages 

 Protection and promotion of other languages: Government should promote and protect other languages also to 

preserve our cultural diversity which is the strength of India. 

 Awareness: Awareness about importance of national language and benefits of doing that should be made so that 

people might eventually opt for the HIndi as as national language 

Government programmes like ‘Ek Bharat, Shresht Bharat’ is the step in the right direction for the unity and integrity of 

the people of India. It should be taken care of that acceptance of Hindi as national language must be on wish of the 

people of India and not by imposition. 

 

Topic: Role of women 

Q) Discuss the problems that women in the natural sciences face and the possible ways 

in which these can be addressed in order to create a more equitable work atmosphere in 

science research institutions and universities. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- Gender discrimination against women is widely felt in jobs and is acutely felt in pure science where 

women are very few in numbers. The problems faced by women in the filed of natural science are as follows 

 Minority: As a very small number of women are present, there are a minority in their professional circle and thus 

their needs are not/under addressed. 

 Sexism: A prevalent notion among the pure science communities is that women scientist are not at par with their 

male counterparts. 

 Stereotype: Girls at young age are discouraged from taking up pure science as it is considered as a male bastion. 

 Lack of mentoring: Women often lack mentors who are can guide them especially while facing the inherent 

discrimination in the system works against them 

 Role models: Many accomplished women scientist still remain unsung heroes who can spur girls of next generation 

to take up natural science. While we know much about Einstein, we know very little about accomplished Emmy 

Noether who was a guide to Einstein and had considerable influence on him 

 Communities: Women communities in pure sciences where women can discuss and share their problems are few. 

 Addressing special needs: Supporting married scientists and mothers while taking care of their needs of safety, 

household responsibilities, child rearing are not addressed. 

 Peer support – As number of women in the hierarchy remain scarce, peer networking becomes a challenge 

 Community overhang – lack of women centric institutions that makes inclusion difficult. 

Possible ways: 

 Break Stereotypes: that girls are not suitable to take up pure sciences 

 Special Needs: Provisions to address the needs of married women and mothers through flexible hours of work and 

education. 

 Building Communities: Women centric where women can discuss and share their problems 

 Creating Role models: Women role models should be brought to limelight and should be presented in a way that 

encourages women to take up pure science. 

 State support- necessary to prevent discrimination. Eg. Maternity Benefits(Amendment ) Act, 2016 
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 Strengthening grassroots – scholarships and rewards to recognize girl talents and setting trajectories to foster 

them. 

Gender diversity is a must and the inherent issues women face on the lines of gender discrimination needs to be 

addressed to ensure a more inclusive and equitable scientific community. 

 

Q) Five years after India’s official statistics recorded a sharp decline in the share of women 

in India’s labour force, a new large-scale survey conducted in 2016 shows that the 

proportion of working women in the country has barely improved. Discuss the findings. 

(200 Words) 

Livemint 

The proportion of women in the urban labour force is 24%, while that in the rural labour force is a bit higher at 29%, 

according to the Household Survey on India’s Citizen Environment & Consumer Economy (ICE 360° survey), conducted 

last year. 

 

 Overall, the proportion of women in India’s labour force (rural and urban put together) is 27.4%, according to the 

survey. Out of every 10 persons in the country’s labour force, only 2 are women. These findings broadly corroborate 

the findings of the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) conducted in 2015-16, which shows that the proportion 

of working women who were paid for their work fell 4 percentage points over the past decade to 24.6%. 

 Unlike its Asian peers, which saw a sharp increase in the proportion of women workers as their growth rates picked 

up, the Indian economy has seen the share of women in the labour force decline precisely when it has been growing 

the fastest. 

 India’s female labour force participation rate at 27% is among the lowest in the world, and far lower than Asian 

peers such as China (63.9%) or Nepal (79.9%), World Bank data shows. Only in Pakistan (24.6%) and the Arab 

World (23.3%), the proportion of women in the labour force is lower. 

 One reason for the lower participation of women in the Indian labour force is the rise in enrolment rates, which 

has led many young women to pursue education. 
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 Another reason could be rising prosperity itself, research suggests. For many women workers in India, the decision 

to seek work is often driven by necessity rather than economic opportunities. Thus, economic prosperity allowed 

women to reduce distress-driven employment. 

 The very rich households are an exception to the trend and report a higher proportion of female earners. Such a 

‘U-shaped’ pattern in women’s workforce participation gets starker when one considers their educational 

qualifications. In both rural and urban areas, women who are either illiterates or graduates are most likely to work 
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or to seek work. Those with middle-level educational qualifications are unlikely to be in the labour force, the data 

shows. 

 The survey shows that 71% of illiterate urban women reported catering to “domestic duties” as their main (or 

“principal”) activity (excluding women who are pursuing education or too old or too young or unfit to work). This 

ratio is higher for urban matriculate women at 82% and lower for urban graduate women at 68%. 

 On average, 76% of women were primarily engaged in “domestic duties” in urban India, while 71% reported being 

engaged in such activities in rural India. Although female labour force participation is higher in rural areas, it is 

mostly in casual labour. The share of salaried women is much higher in urban areas, the survey shows. 

 The findings of the latest survey seem to indicate that apart from the poorest and richest households, most women 

in India tend to forsake job opportunities in favour of their domestic duties. 

Although such societal attitudes may be changing, the process has been slow. While India’s youth has become more 

liberal than before, on questions relating to gender roles, a majority still retains conservative attitudes. Less than half of 

young men and women under the age of 35 believe that it is all right for women to work after marriage, according to the 

recently published findings of a national youth survey conducted jointly by the Centre for the Study of Developing 

Societies (CSDS) and Konrad Adenaeur Stiftung (KAS) in 2016. 

 

Q) “Improving the gender balance in labour force participation, entrepreneurship and 

growth is an important first step for India’s development.” Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Despite its recent economic advances, India’s gender balance in labour force participation, entrepreneurship, and 

growth remains among the lowest in the world. Improving this balance is an important first step for India’s development 

and its achievement of greater economic growth and gender equality. 

Present condition of women in India’s economic growth- 

 National Sample Survey (NSS) data for India show that labour force participation rates of women aged 25-54 

(including primary and subsidiary status) have stagnated at about 26-28% in urban areas, and fallen substantially 

from 57% to 44% in rural areas, between 1987 and 2011.  

 Women entrepreneurs in India are mostly concentrated in low-paying industries. This gender concentration in 

low-wage industries has increased over time. 

 In the manufacturing sector, tobacco products, apparel and textiles attract the largest count and share of women 

entrepreneurs, perhaps because these industries are known to have lower physical labour requirements. 

 Among services, it is the education, sewage, refuse disposal, sanitation and financial intermediation services that 

attract the largest share of female proprietors. There is a strong negative relationship between average industry 

wages and the share of female-led plants in the manufacturing sector. The association between the share of female-

owned plants and average industry wages in the services sector is also negative. 

 Industries that show higher rates of female entrepreneurship and employment are also, broadly, the industries that 

show the highest segmentation in terms of female employees being matched to female owners. If people prefer to 

work with their own “types”, then in the case of India, gender of the owner overwhelmingly predicts the gender of 

the employees. 

 Despite many competitive reforms that India has undertaken, gender-based segmentation has increased over the 

years. For instance, the share of female employees in female-led informal manufacturing plants increased from 

88% in 2001 to 93% in 2010. In the case of services, the share of female employees in women-led establishments 

increased from 75% to 87% during the same period. Likewise, the share of male employees in male-owned 

businesses has increased from 80% to 86% in unorganized manufacturing. 

Reasons- 

 One possible reason for this is India is behaving according to the feminization U hypothesis. According to it, in the 

development process, female labour force participation first declines and then rises. 
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 Another reason is that the rising education and incomes are allowing women to get out of menial and undesirable 

employment, while jobs deemed appropriate for more educated women have not grown commensurately. 

 The lack of availability of agricultural and non-agricultural jobs in rural areas appears to be driving the declining 

participation in rural areas says one study. 

 Structural change in India also led to a rapidly shrinking agricultural sector in favour of a rapidly expanding service 

and construction sector. 

 A study by Klasen and Pieters shown that rising household incomes and husband’s education, falling labour market 

attachment of highly educated women, as well as adverse development in district-level labour demand, have 

contributed to declines in female participation. 

Why improving gender balance would be important step for development in India? 

 As India is now in the phase of “demographic dividend”, where the share of working-age people is particularly high, 

which can propel per capita growth rates through labour force participation, savings, and investment effects. But 

if women largely stay out of the labour force, this effect will be much weaker and India could run up labour 

shortages in key sectors of the economy. 

 Greater female participation will usher in financial independency which shall pave way for other aspects of 

development like health, education, sanitation etc. There is a wealth of evidence suggesting that employed women 

have greater bargaining power with positive repercussions on their own well-being and that of their families. 

 In addition to financial independency of women, gender balance will ensure that gender sensitive issues are 

addressed especially through social entrepreneurship at the behest of women. 

 As per the report by Mckinsey, India’s GDP will improve by 60% if India is able to bridge the gender gap. 

 A report, ”Investing in Women’s Employment,” published by the International Finance Corporation(IFC), 

confirms that better employment opportunities for women can also contribute to increased profitability and 

productivity in the private sector. Companies that invest in women’s employment often find that it benefits their 

bottom line by improving staff retention, innovation, and access to talent and new markets. 

Conclusion- 

Overall, better jobs for women benefit individuals, families, communities, companies, and economies. India which is 

riding on the high economic growth for last few years could ensure its sustainability by improving women’s participation 

in market. India can take cue from newly industrialized countries like China, South Korea, Malaysia etc which invested 

hugely in increasing the share of female in labour-force participation and are reaping its benefit.  

 

Topic:  Poverty and developmental issues 

Q) Is the demands of Jats (Haryana), Patels (Gujarat), and Marathas (Maharashtra) to be 

classified as Other Backward Classes to access reservations justified? Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction- 

There is growing clamor by the socially and politically advanced classes like Jats, Patels and Maratha for the reservations 

in educational institutes and government services to uplift their economic conditions. While governments occasionally 

have agreed to these demands, courts have been stringent in allowing any such favors to them. 

Reasons for the demand of reservation- 

 Agricultural distress- 

Fragmentation of lands and distress in agriculture is forcing these classes to seek place in esteemed government services. 

 Lack of progress in non-agricultural sector- 

These groups might have felt disempowered due to widespread structural changes in the agrarian sector—the rise of 

large corporations, increased land fragmentation and water shortages, and their presumed inability to take advantage 

of new opportunities in the non-agricultural sector. 
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 Relative progress- 

The progress made by SCs, STs, and OBCs is compelling these classes to seek same privileges from government. 

 Use of political clout- 

These classes have fairly high representation in political spheres, therefore they see high chances of getting their 

demands passed through the coercive protests. 

Are these demands justified? 

Although the agriculturally dominant communities like Jats, Marathas and Patels are facing unprecedented problems 

in agriculture and are finding difficult to gain respected jobs in non-farm areas, the instrument of reservation cannot 

prove panacea for their sufferings. Thus the demand for reservation is not justified because of following reasons- 

 The national and state backward class commissions have found that these communities are not socially and 

educationally backward and not inadequately represented in the services. 

 The Constitution does not provide or permit reservation for the poor belonging to the Socially Advanced Castes 

(SACs) — or the “economically backward classes”. No such class is recognized by the Constitution because their 

poverty is not the outcome of the traditionally iniquitous social system. 

 Data from the India Human Development Survey (IHDS) of 2011–12, which has information on specific jatis shows 

that these three groups are closer to the socio-economically dominant caste groups—Brahmins and other forward 

castes—in their respective states on a variety of indicators, such as per capita consumption expenditure, poverty 

status, educational attainment, and occupational status, as compared to the existing socio-economically 

disadvantaged groups—Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and the SCs and STs. 

 These classes possess an advantage over “backward” groups, but they also seem to have consolidated their relative 

position compared to disadvantaged groups since independence. 

 The reservations are also aimed at increasing political representation of SCs, STs, and OBCs. However socially 

advanced classes have already dominated the political sphere. Thus reservation to them will only consolidate their 

domination in politics. 

 Further reservations are seen as anti-poverty program and as ladder for their economic prosperity by many in these 

politically dominant classes. They fail to understand the historical significance behind the granting of reservation. 

Conclusion- 

The government needs to understand the true nature of the reservation demand by the socially advanced classes. Instead 

of improving the agricultural conditions for these classes many state governments are succumbing to these popular 

demands. Thus both Union and State governments should make sincere efforts in direction to create better agricultural 

conditions for farmers and at the same time create sufficient non-farm employments for the educated among these 

classes. 

 

Q) How did India manage food shortage problem in 1970s? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- India was not technologically developed on Independence. Despite very good annual agricultural 

growth form 1956-65 of 3% per annum, India had been facing food shortages. Agricultural growth was not promising as 

demand was rising with population at 2.2% per annum from earlier 1%. 

Indian market was not able to meet the demand fully and then India started importing form U.S from 1956 under PL-

480 scheme. Later it turned to be a wrong step as reasons behind this are :- 

 Increasing dependence on food from U.S, Indo-Sino(1962),Indo-Pak(1965) war and two successive famines(1965-

66) further aggravated the situation. 

 S was bullying India to change its policies toward its favour as Mr. Johnson tried to put India on short leash. 

 S also threatened India to renege on the promise of food supplies. 

Steps taken to overcome the situation by India: 

 Then P.M, Lal Bahadur Shashtri and his successor Indira Ghandi and Food Minister, C. Subramanian all gave boost 

to transition of India to be self sufficient in food supplies. 
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 Green Revolution which came with critical imports of HYV(High Yield Variety Seeds) form Mexico, Chemical 

Fertilizers, Pesticides, Agriculture Machinery(Tractors, pump sets),soil testing facilities and agriculture related 

education programmes and appropriate credit were first concentrated on the areas of assured irrigation. 

 investment in agriculture sector increased to almost double. 

 Agriculture prices commission was set up and efforts being made to check that farmer was assured with market at 

sustained remunerative price. 

 Gross irrigated area rate also increased to 2.5 million hectares from 1 million hectares per annum during 1970. 

The Results of this new strategy began to be witnessed within a short period and since then India became self 

sufficient in food supplies. 

 

Q) Discuss the significance of and measures needed to attain the Target 3 for the 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 12. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- SDG 12 seeks to “ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns.” The third target under 

this goal calls for cutting in half per capita global food waste at the retail and consumer level, and reducing food losses 

along production and supply chains (including post-harvest losses) by 2030. 

Significance :- 

 One in three persons worldwide is not getting enough of the right food to eat and approximately 800 million of 

seven billion sleep hungry every night. 

 Not surprisingly, this makes poor diet the No. 1 risk factor by far, for the global burden of disease. Poor diets globally 

are more responsible for ill health as compared with the combined effect of drugs, tobacco and alcohol. 

 Women and children continue to be the most vulnerable, with 156 million stunted children in the world and 40% 

women anaemic. 

 Add to this the fact that the world adds 200,000 new people to its population every day, of which India adds 58,000. 

 This translates to the need to feed two billion more people by 2050 and to support a higher demand for major 

crops, estimated to increase by 50%, from 2.5 to 3.5 billion tonnes. 

 In developed countries “food waste” happens more at the consumer household level, where more is purchased than 

consumed; and in emerging economies, it is the supply chain that leads to “food loss” during harvest, storage or in 

transit, largely due to poor infrastructure and inadequately aligned processes. As an example, India’s cold storage 

requirement is 66 million tonnes, and the national storage capacity currently available is approximately 30 million 

tonnes. 

Measures required to achieve this goal are: 

Cold Storage:  

 India is way short of its required cold storage capacity of 66 Million tonnes. 

 This leads to the food wastage of precious foods such as fruits which require cold storages for preservation. 

 Also, farmers are forced to sell their produce at throw away prices because of lack of storage infrastructure. 

 Central governments project of 101 cold storages is a good move in this direction. 

Transport: 

 Delayed transportation due to bad roads also is a reason for food wastage. 

 More all weather roads under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana are required. Union Transport minister’s 

emphasis on increasing the number of kilometres of road laid per day is promising. 

National Cold storage grid: 

 By integrating the cold storages and transport development, all the food producing hubs should be provided access 

with Cold Storages. 

 Emphasis should be on perishable goods like fruits, milk and vegetables. 
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Machinesation : There is great loss of the food grains during harvesting by traditional method of harvesting. 

mechanisation would help to reduce the harvesting loss. 

Utilising the food unserved (left after serving all) in big functions like parties, marriages to serve it in the old age homes 

etc will help to reduce the food loss, which is already practiced in some states by asking the people to call some particular 

number if food is left out in function. 

Create the awareness about the importance to reduce the food wastage which will change peoples behaviour and 

ultimately leads to optimal use of the food   

There is clearly a structural and behavioural component to this, and the door is open for investment in food system 

infrastructure: storage, transportation, processing, etc; investment in information systems that help identify loss by crop 

and region so solutions can be specifically tailored to the problem; use of technology to better connect supply and 

demand; public-private partnerships with companies to reduce spoilage and loss; creation of food banking networks 

that work with civil society and development agencies on getting food already available to those that need it. Among the 

several priorities we have, minimising food loss has the potential to be transformative in multiple ways. 

 

Topic: Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) and in 

flora and fauna and the effects of such changes 

Q) Many small island nations around the world are threatened by rising sea levels. What 

remedies are required to address concerns of these nations and how these remedies 

should be addressed? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

A sea level rise is an increase in the volume of water in the world’s oceans, resulting in an increase in global mean sea 

level. Sea level rise is usually attributed to global climate change by thermal expansion of the water in the oceans and by 

melting of Ice sheets and glaciers on land. Melting of floating ice shelves or icebergs at sea raises sea levels only slightly. 

The small island countries are most vulnerable to expected sea level rise in near future. In its Fifth Assessment Report 

(2013), The IPCC found that recent observations of global average sea level rise at a rate of 3.2 mm per year is consistent 

with the sum of contributions from observed thermal ocean expansion due to rising temperatures, glacier melt 

Greenland ice sheet melt mm per year), Antarctic ice sheet melt, and changes to land water storage .The report had also 

concluded that if emissions continue to keep up with the worst case IPCC scenarios, global average sea level could rise 

by nearly 1m by 2100 .If emissions follow the lowest emissions scenario, then global average sea level is projected to rise 

by between 0.28−0.6 m by 2100 (compared to 2005 baseline). 
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Remedies to reduce impact of sea level rise: 

 The very first remedy for these changes is to slow down the rate of ice melting which is caused by global warming 

process. Though it is the long term strategy it is the main solution to solve problems caused by anthropogenic 

factors that are leading to global warming and climate change. 

 The compensatory mechanism must be strengthened in order to mitigate the damages caused by sea level rise to 

livelihood opportunities of island nations. The funds must be made available at International platform to provide 

substitute for lost livelihood opportunities. 

 Conservation of Coastal ecology is very crucial in order to reduce the impact of sea level changes in small island 

communities. The utility of Mangrove forests has been proved over a time period. 

 Certain degree of inundation that might include building flood-proof structures and floating platforms for 

agriculture can help to mitigate adverse impact in short term. Barriers could be temporarily deployed in semi 

enclosed areas to stand against Flooding. 

 The final step is to retreat. Managed retreat is a strategy that safely removes settlement from encroaching 

shorelines, allowing the water to advance unimpeded. It involves abandoning, demolishing or moving existing 

buildings and infrastructure to higher ground.Planned evacuation when no other options are available. The island 

nation of Tuvalu, threatened with imminent impacts from sea level rise, for example, has already arranged for 

retreat to New Zealand when necessary. 

Addressing these remedies: 

 Increased initiative and political will at the local level with more community engagement and educational outreach 

and promote regional cooperation to promote more sustainable practices and encourage collaboration between 

local scientists, residents, policy makers, business owners, etc. in order to create a plan of action for sea level rise. 

 There has to be global platform for adjudication about issues linked with displacement that causes due to sea level 

changes and other impacts of global warming. Small Island should try to form separate UN tribunal to facilitate 

their migration and other issues emerged out the Global Greenhouse gas emission. 

 Technology transfer can play vital role in mitigation activities and resilience building in case of disaster events. 

Early broadcast and communication networking are very crucial in the event of disaster to save maximum possible 

lives. 

 Corporate social responsibility can be effectively implemented to save the poor island countries from ill effects of 

sea level rise. 

Conclusion- 

Thus the multi stakeholder approach can be implemented to bring the best possible solution to address and implement 

the remedies to mitigate sea level rise. International community needs to look into this matter with more sincerity and 

with more responsibility. 

 

Q) The Uttarakhand High Court has granted ‘legal persons’ status to rivers Ganga and 

Yamuna. From environmental and pollution point of view, discuss the significance of this 

judgement. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

The Ganga, often called India’s lifeline, has significant economic, environmental and cultural value attached to it. 

Originating in the Himalayas and flowing into the Bay of Bengal in the east, it travels for more than 2,500km through 

the plains of northern and eastern India, passing through 29 major cities, 23 small cities and 48 towns. 

The Uttarakhand high court has recognized the Ganga and the Yamuna as so-called living entities, giving the rivers that 

have seen years of damage at the hands of humans, a legal voice. The court also directed the central government to 

constitute the Ganga Management Board within eight weeks to look into the issue of cleaning and maintaining the river. 
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Significance of this judgement- 

 Recognizing the rivers as a living entity grants them new found legal identity and all rights laid out in the 

Constitution of India. Recognizing the rivers as a living entity grants them new found legal identity and all rights 

laid out in the Constitution of India. 

 Stating that the rivers are central to the existence of half of Indian population and their health and well-being, the 

court directed the central government to constitute a Ganga Management Board.  

 The decision is likely to boost the Namami Gange (Clean Ganga) Mission, launched by present Indian government 

to clean and revive the river. 

 The judgement not only seeks to clean Ganga and Yamuna but also their tributaries and water sources too. This 

would improve the overall drainage basin for conservation purpose. 

 This could be an extremely useful tool in fighting actions like dumping of waste in the river, instead of having to 

show that a given person or persons is harmed because of the consequences of dumping waste in the water. The 

dumping of waste will now directly constitute harm. 

 Decision given by Uttarakhand HC could be an effort by courts to broaden their scope for intervention in the river’s 

management. 

 The Ganga flows through Uttarakhand, UP, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal. But all the states have different 

rules and regulations when it came to maintaining the river. This will help in bring about a uniform set of 

regulations 

 Judgement is in tune with International practice. Ecuador is first country to recognize the ‘Rights of Nature’ in its 

Constitution. New Zealand too has granted legal status to Whanganui river. 

Conclusion- 

The rivers have provided both physical and spiritual sustenance to all of us from time immemorial. Rivers Ganga and 

Yamuna have spiritual and physical sustenance. They support and assist both the life and natural resources and health 

and well-being of the entire community. Rivers Ganga and Yamuna are breathing, living and sustaining the communities 

from mountains to sea. 

Government has been trying to clean up the river by spending a lot of money, putting in a lot of infrastructure and 

technology, but they aren’t looking at the governance of the river. Thus the judgement stands as watershed moment for 

the purifying Indian rivers. 

 

Q) Examine the interrelationship between forests and climate change. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Forests and climate are intrinsically linked: forest loss and degradation is both a cause and an effect of our changing 

climate. This relationship was explicitly recognized in the recently held UN Climate Change Conference, COP 21 in Paris 

in 2015. 

Interrelationship between forests and Climate Change- 

 Forests influence climate change largely by affecting the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. When 

forests grow, carbon is removed from the atmosphere and absorbed in wood, leaves and soil. Because forests can 

absorb and store carbon over an extended period of time, they are considered “carbon sinks”. This carbon remains 

stored in the forest ecosystem, but can be released into the atmosphere when forests are burned. 

 In the context of climate change, the most important thing about mature forests is not that they reduce the amount 

of CO2 in the air but that they are huge reservoirs of stored carbon. 

 If trees are planted where previously there weren’t any, they will on soak up CO2 as they grow, reducing the amount 

of greenhouse gas in the atmosphere. It is thought that trees, plants and other land-based “carbon sinks” currently 

soak up more than a quarter of all the CO2 that humans add to the air each year – though that figure could change 

as the planet warms. 

 The relationship between trees and local and global temperature is more complicated than the simple question of 

the greenhouse gases they absorb and emit. Forests have a major impact on local weather systems and can also 
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affect the amount of sunlight absorbed by the planet: a new area of trees in a snowy region may create more 

warming than cooling overall by darkening the land surface and reducing the amount of sunlight reflected back to 

space. 

 

 

 The agriculture, forestry and land-use sectors account for about a quarter of all global greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions and are the largest sources after cars, trucks, trains, planes and ships combined. By reducing forest loss, 

we can reduce carbon emissions and fight climate change. 

 As deforestation and forest degradation have such a significant impact on climate change, reducing forest loss can 

have multiple benefits for ecosystems and people. These include cutting greenhouse gas emissions, sequestering 

carbon, providing other ecosystems services, and maintaining intact, functioning forests that have the best 

chance of withstanding climate change. 

 Forests have four major roles in climate change: they currently contribute about one-sixth of global carbon 

emissions when cleared, overused or degraded; they react sensitively to a changing climate; when managed 

sustainably, they produce wood-fuels as a benign alternative to fossil fuels; and finally, they have the potential 

to absorb about one-tenth of global carbon emissions projected for the first half of this century into their biomass, 

soils and products and store them – in principle in perpetuity. 

Forests, Climate Change and Paris agreement- 

Between 30 November and 11 December 2015, world leaders gathered in Paris for one of the biggest climate conferences 

of all times. COP21 marked a defining moment for the global community to come together and collectively show their 

resolve towards “changing climate change”. The deal reached delivered much of what stakeholders were asking for – the 

explicit mention of forests in the agreement sent an indisputable signal that actions to halt deforestation and forest 

degradation will have to be a part of high level domestic political agendas, and no longer a marginal topic.   

Conclusion- 

As more scientific information about global warming accumulates, climate change is emerging as perhaps the greatest 

environmental challenge of the twenty-first century. What is more, a virtual Pandora’s box of major global threats, such 

as hunger, poverty, population growth, armed conflict, displacement, air pollution, soil degradation, desertification and 
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deforestation are intricately intertwined with and all contribute to climate change, necessitating a comprehensive 

approach to a solution. Rising to this challenge will entail unprecedented cooperation among the world’s nations and 

strong support from international organizations concerned.  

 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies  

Q) In countries like the US and China, medium sized cities are engines of economic 

progress—but in India, megacities still dominate. Why is economic activity concentrated 

in high-density clusters in India? Why are medium-size cities not growing? Examine. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction :- Although India has experienced rapid growth over the last two decades, spatial disparities have 

increased. India’s growth is concentrated in mega cities. This stands in sharp contrast with the spatial development in 

China and the US, where intermediate cities have become the new drivers of growth and job creation. 

Communes, financial autonomy, development of coastal town, focus on labour intensive industries initially and large 

manufacturing hubs later, development of SEZ and coastal economic zone along with development of inland waterways 

and robust infrastructure under Mao ad Deng Xiaoping made small cities engine of growth in China. 

In USA trickle of refuges, industries based on market, raw material in different cities eg. iron and steel along great lakes, 

rich food processing industries along coast , growth in cutting edge technology led to growth of several knowledge based 

industries along cities. 

Reasons for economic activities being concentrated in Megacities in India:- 

 Historical: under initial mercantile phase British destroyed manufacturing hubs and developed ports cities. It 

resulted crowding in of labour, industries, finance, universities and opportunities in these cities which continued 

in post independence time. 

 Lack of finances: The govt also could choose top 50-100 cities alone, either for JNNURM or for recent AMRIT. 

Lack of finances are not allowing to infuse planned infrastructure till middle sized towns. 

 Failing local governance:-In USA and China the local urban governance is a at a different plane. Poor local 

leadership is one among the hindrances in this regard. Corruption and interference at this level is not so promising. 

 Administrative units, financial centre, cheaper and skilled labour, better infrastructure, close to market , growth of 

middle class as prime consumer, state efforts to woo industries in already developed district has further intensified 

the divide. 

 Globalisation:-Meanwhile MNC s entered India and started capturing the existing domestic market. The scale of 

operations and their speed of penetration are not allowing our industries in middle sized towns to act as feeder 

industries. 

Reasons why medium size cities not growing:- 

 Hardware: The availability of road, railways and other physical infrastructure has been relatively less developed in 

medium-cities vis-à-vis. megacities. 

 Software: The availability of skilled manpower especially those with higher education is relatively less in medium-

sized cities. 

 Financial Institutions: They are heavily concentrated in Megacities vis-à-vis. medium-sized cities. Strong financial 

inclusion too is missing in medium sized cities 

 Digital Connectivity: Internet availability is not as strong in medium-sized cities as Megacities which becomes a 

potent drag on growth. 

 Large scale migration to big cities leave the medium sized cities on disadvantage. 

 Private sector is not motivated to shift focus towards medium sized cities due to lack of incentives and 

underdevelopment of infrastructure facilities. 

 Local municipalities are not sufficiently capable of providing appropriate environment for private companies to 

come. Devolution of power is necessary. Many subjects mention under schedule 12 are still not devolved to ULBs. 
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Non adherence to ‘Principle of Subsidiarity’ affects their development. Municipalities still can’t impose taxes on 

large subjects which are mentioned under schedule 12..eg some ULBs are not allowed to even levy ‘PROPERTY 

TAX’. 

 PSUs were set up after independence to interior areas but lots of them either turned to be sick or couldn’t grow 

enough. 

 Lack of political will power can be held responsible. 

 Absence of comprehensive policy framework:-Hitherto focus was primarily on mega cities. The last National 

commission for development was setup in 1988,which doesn’t reflect the contemporary realities. So there is need 

to constitute National commission of urbanisation. 

 Absence of separate cadre of management, absence of single leadership(mayor not elected directly) 

Way forward:- The future drivers of growth and jobs will be the medium-size cities in India, just like in China and the 

US. But the medium-density locations currently are the worst places. Hence addressing above problems becomes crucial 

as India will attain 50% of urbanisation by 2030 and most of these population will reside in small and medium towns. 

Policies like Smart City mission -where medium-sized cities will be made smarter through the use of ICT-, AMRUT, 

Sagarmala etc.al shall play an important role in achieving this. 

 

Q) “As India urbanises, acknowledging the formal and informal interactions and 

incorporating them to understand local politics can provide valuable insights into our 

urbanisation trajectory.” In the light of recent elections to local bodies in Delhi and 

Mumbai, elaborate the statement. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The urban body elections are soul of democratic governance in the urban local government set up of country established 

by 74th amendment act 1992. The very framework of urban local governance is highly formal codified in the constitution 

of India. In parallel to this formal structure there exists an equally important and efficient informal setup that assists in 

the process of governance. The synergetic interactions between formal and informal institutions together work in the 

harmony to implement the welfare objective of nation. 

Democratic decentralization: 

Through democratic decentralization process power is spreader from the top to bottom. The aim of such decentralization 

is to expand the field of authority and specialization and to enable the people to make more and more participation in 

politics and administrative affairs. 

To achieve these objectives, new institutions are created and the old and existing institutions are reorganized or 

remodeled and reformed. Many informal organisations such as NGOs and voluntary organisations play crucial role by 

ensuring the answerability from the government at local level. 

Through this democratic decentralization a relation of closeness and co-operation is created between the governmental 

administrative system and the non-governmental leadership and controlled. 

Right to services: 

Formal and informal both types of organisations are playing their due role in ensuring the right to services in time in 

various states of India. The urbanisation trajectory in India closely linked with right to services. 

Representation to disadvanced sections of society: 

Thee 74 th amendment has made it mandatory to allocate 33% seats to woman and socially backward classes at the all 

levels of local governance. This provision has made India one of the highest countries in the world having woman in 

political power at local level. 

Planning and execution 

There is need to take into consideration the various suggestion usually put forth by informal organisations in the field 

of planning. The smart city mission has taken care of this crucial aspect by encouraging the informal sector in the 

implementation of the scheme. 
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Empowering urban local bodies and providing them with resources is a key requirement for tackling urbanization 

challenges in India. The role played by informal organisations needs enough attention and encouragement in order to 

utilize their existing potential to maximum extent. 

 

Q) India is set to draw on the lessons from the strong public transport system in place in 

London. Discuss the features of London’s public transport system and what lessons India 

can learn from this system. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- London has an extensive and developed transport network which includes both private and public 

services. Journeys made by public transport systems account for 25% of London’s journeys while private services 

accounted for 41% of journeys. London’s public transport network serves as the central hub for the United 

Kingdom in rail, air and road transport. 

Public transport services are dominated by the executive agency for transport in London: Transport for London (TfL). 

TfL controls the majority of public transport, including the Underground, Buses, Tramlink , the Docklands Light 

Railway, London River Services and the London Overground. Other rail services are either franchised to train operating 

companies by the national Department for Transport (DfT). TfL also controls most major roads in London, but not 

minor roads. In addition, there are several independent airports operating in London, including Heathrow, the busiest 

airport in the United Kingdom. 

India is set to draw on the lessons from the strong public transport system in place in London — where over 1.3 billion 

journeys take place every year — under an MoU between Transport for London (TfL) and India’s Ministry of Road 

Transport and Highways. 

 It will involve sharing expertise on the mobility and efficiency of India’s transportation systems, as well as around 

logistical issues such as planning and delivery. 

 It will also cover TfL’s experience in ticketing, providing information, financing and infrastructure maintenance 

work, as well as promotion of the use of public transport, delegation members said. Other areas of cooperation in 

the future were likely to include innovation around buses, including electric buses, and the use of water transport 

in urban centres. 

 While sometimes a source of disgruntlement for London’s residents, the city’s transport system is considered one 

of the best equipped in the world, deploying a wide range of options from the Underground train network to an 

extensive bus network, the Dockland Light Railway, trams, ferries and even a cable car.  

 Urban transport solutions alongside wider infrastructure development are worth to learn and implement to answer 

India’s mushrooming urbanisation. 

 Road safety, including for pedestrians and cyclists 

 Britain’s strict and transparent system for issuing drivers’ licenses 

 

Q)  What do you understand by “transport as a service” (TaaS) concept? In a country where 

it’s difficult to build solid public transport infrastructure, discuss the importance of 

uberization for India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Transport as a service (Taas)- 

Transport as a service” (TaaS) is a paradigm where people are using a hybrid combination of public and private 

transport, combined with the sharing economy, cashless payments with swipe cards and the GPS-enabled smartphone. 

Vital stats 

 55% commuters across India prefer hailing a taxi from an app-based aggregator. 

 Kaali-peeli taxi is the second choice for every third Mumbaikar. 

 79% of app based cab drivers reported an increase in income from before. 

 App based cab drivers make the maximum number of trips per day compared to both autos and private taxis. 
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 50% or more of the income earned by app based cab drivers is derived from driver incentives paid by the 

aggregators. 

 Only 14% of app based cab drivers would continue to work for the aggregators without incentives 

Importance of uberization in India- 

 Uberization denotes the increase in use of app-based taxi services like Uber, Ola etc by commuters in cities where 

public transport is usually inadequate to serve them efficiently. 

 Uberization will soon usher in the use of driverless autonomous vehicles, owned not by private individuals or cities, 

but by fleet owners and large companies. A recent report, “Rethinking Transportation 2020-2030” envisages huge 

and historic disruption in transportation in the coming decade. 

 The electric vehicle boom means demand for oil will drop from 100 to 70 million barrels a day, and oil prices will 

remain stuck at low levels, making a lot of the shale oil fields redundant stranded assets. The value in car 

manufacturing will reside not in conventional manufacturing or assembly, but in operating systems and TaaS 

platforms. 

 The report further says that demand for new vehicles will plummet by 70%, and the hardest hit in the value chain 

will be car dealers, maintenance and insurance companies. 

 Ownership of conventional non-electric cars will drop, and the aggregate miles driven by these cars will be less 

than 5%. Car utilization will, however, rise by more than 10 times. 

 The uberization phenomenon is spreading fast in Indian cities, and is already extending to logistics and trucking. 

Although it has run into a predictable conflict with taxi unions and conventional operators, the phenomenon is 

temporary and public usage is in any case increasing. 

 As taxi aggregators like Uber and Ola tie up with companies, this has the potential of reducing costs substantially 

because of the TaaS model. Car ownership will eventually decline (as it has started doing in the US) after peaking 

in the short term. Ironically, in the near future, as more Uber and Ola entrepreneurs take the plunge, car sales are 

increasing.  

 India will also soon roll out an ambitious national policy for electric vehicles. 

 Uberization in combination with Internet, Self-driving vehicles, shared vehicles, special design and advanced 

propulsion system is capable of supplying TaaS at a radically lower cost, with lower congestion, much higher safety, 

reduced emission, higher energy efficiency and improved land use. For instance, in this system, just a fleet of 9,000 

autonomous vehicles can replace all the taxis of the city, with an average waiting time of 36 seconds.  

Conclusion- 

The phenomenon of Uberization is making fast inroads into Indian transport system and is poised to create its own 

space in the existing transport system. With increasing use of smart phones and internet penetration would make 

popularize this concept in India. 

 

Q) Rapid urbanisation brings with it enormous challenges. Examine measures initiated 

by the present union government to address these challenges. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Urbanization is an integral part of the process of economic growth.  As in most countries, India’s towns and cities make 

a major contribution to the country’s economy. With less than 1/3 of India’s people, its urban areas generate over 2/3 of 

the country’s GDP and account for 90% of government revenues. 

Urbanization in India has expanded rapidly as increasing numbers of people migrate to towns and cities in search of 

economic opportunity. Slums now account for 1/4 of all urban housing. In Mumbai, for instance, more than half the 

population lives in slums, many of which are situated near employment centers in the heart of town, unlike in most other 

developing countries. 

Meeting the needs of India’s soaring urban populations is and will therefore continue to be a strategic policy matter. 
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CHALLENGES 

 Planning: 

1. Many urban governments lack a modern planning framework 

2. The multiplicity of local bodies obstructs efficient planning and land use 

 Rigid master plans and restrictive zoning regulations limit the land available for building, constricting cities’ 

abilities to grow in accordance with changing needs. 

 Housing: 

1. Building regulations that limit urban density – such as floor space indexes – reduce the number of houses 

available, thereby pushing up property prices 

2. Outdated rent control regulations reduce the number of houses available on rent – a critical option for the 

poor 

 Poor access to micro finance and mortgage finance limit the ability of low income groups to buy or improve their 

homes 

1. Policy, planning, and regulation deficiencies lead to a proliferation of slums 

2. Weak finances of urban local bodies and service providers leave them unable to expand the trunk 

infrastructure that housing developers need to develop new sites. 

 Service delivery: 

1. Most services are delivered by city governments with unclear lines of accountability 

2. There is a strong bias towards adding physical infrastructure rather than providing financially and 

environmentally sustainable services 

 Service providers are unable to recover operations and maintenance costs and depend on the government for 

finance 

Independent regulatory authorities that set tariffs, decide on subsidies, and enforce service quality are generally 

absent. 

 Infrastructure: 

1. Most urban bodies do not generate the revenues needed to renew infrastructure, nor do they have the 

creditworthiness to access capital markets for funds 

2. Urban transport planning needs to be more holistic – there is a focus on moving vehicles rather than meeting 

the needs of the large numbers of people who walk or ride bicycles in India’s towns and cities. 

 Environment: 

The deteriorating urban environment is taking a toll on people’s health and productivity and diminishing their 

quality of life. 

 Ineffective devolution of powers: 

The challenges of urbanisation include a lack of prior and proper planning, the ineffective functioning of civic 

bodies and the paucity of resources for urban local bodies. In a bid to address these shortcomings, the 73rd 

and 74th constitutional amendments were passed to devolve more powers and the three “Fs” — funds, 

functions and functionaries. However, this is not happening effectively. 

Therefore, the need of the hour is to implement the “New Urban Agenda” by pursuing appropriate policies and 

addressing the challenges in terms of physical spaces and other issues for urban, peri-urban and rural areas at all levels 

— international, national and local. 

Measures initiated by present government- 

The present government has taken multiple steps in the direction to address the challenges of the urbanization in India.   

 Its flagship schemes like the Smart Cities, AMRUT, Housing for All, HRIDAY and Swachh Bharat are aimed at not 

only addressing various deficits to provide better urban governance, but also seek to make Indian cities and towns 

throbbing hubs of growth and sustainable development. 
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 A series of reforms through incentives and disincentives have been put in place to achieve these goals. Incentives 

for universal housing, giving infrastructure status to affordable housing, allowing FDI and providing income tax 

exemption are among the important measures taken. 

 In a historic declaration, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced a reduction in interest — 6.5 per cent 

subvention for economically weaker sections, 4 per cent for low-income groups and 3 per cent for middle-income 

groups — because housing is the basic requirement for any sustainable development and a major component of 

inclusive development. 

 Also, the government is promoting innovative measures like waste-to-energy, waste-to-compost and the reuse of 

construction and demolition waste as part of sustainable urbanisation. 

 As part of the determined effort to make cities sustainable and livable, the ministries of Urban Development and 

Housing and Poverty Alleviation have so far approved an investment of over Rs 4 lakh crore for improving urban 

infrastructure under the new urban missions. This includes Rs 1.38 lakh crore under Smart City Plans for 60 cities, 

Rs 0.78 lakh crore under AMRUT, Rs 0.68 lakh crore under the Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban), Rs 0.45 lakh 

crore under new metro projects and Rs 1.04 lakh crore for building affordable houses under the Pradhan Mantri 

Awas Yojana (Urban). 

Conclusion- 

Unless there is proper planning and various deficits relating to infrastructure, housing, slum up-gradation, employment, 

education and health in urban areas are addressed on a war footing through public and private participation, there will 

be utter chaos and cities will become uninhabitable. 

 

Q) “A lack of imagination and linear municipal solid waste management practices have 

resulted in promoting incineration, which is fraught with adverse environmental and 

health consequences, as a solution to getting rid of our urban garbage.” Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- Incineration is a waste treatment process that involves the combustion of organic substances 

contained in waste materials. Incineration and other high-temperature waste treatment systems are described as 

“thermal treatment”. Incineration of waste materials converts the waste into ash, flue gas and heat. The ash is mostly 

formed by the inorganic constituents of the waste, and may take the form of solid lumps or particulates carried by the 

flue gas. The flue gases must be cleaned of gaseous and particulate pollutants before they are dispersed into 

the atmosphere. In some cases, the heat generated by incineration can be used to generate electric power. 

Incineration with energy recovery is one of several waste-to-energy (WtE) technologies such 

as gasification, pyrolysis and anaerobic digestion. While incineration and gasification technologies are similar in 

principle, the energy product from incineration is high-temperature heat whereas combustible gas is often the main 

energy product from gasification. Incineration and gasification may also be implemented without energy and materials 

recovery. 

Main reason behind it is lack of technological advancement and innovation, behavioural and structural challenges and 

faulty waste collection process. Lacuna in waste collection can be subjected to below reasons:- 

 Waste collection in India is not done in a planned scientific way. No segregation of waste at source. Which thins 

the chances of dealing with different types of wastes in different manner. This increases overall amount of waste 

reached at incineration centres which may include hazardous waste and biodegradable material also. 

 Technology required for recycling of waste in a safe and environment friendly manner is also missing. Many 

countries in the world are recycling 40 -50 % of their waste. India is far behind. Waste management is still not on 

priority list and waste collection is still looked down upon. Theses are behavioural aspect of the problem which 

minimize any revolutionary initiative. 

 Effective Waste management can not be achieved while working in silos and taking piecemeal initiatives. This 

requires a comprehensive policy which address concerns right from the source level. encourages use of bio 

degradable material for packing and in disposable material etc. Incentives shall be given to innovators and 

researchers. Collection of waste in more organized way. More focus should be on maximum recycling. 

 This collaborative approach can provide a substitute against harmful waste disposal practices. 
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Q) The Niti Aayog, in its Draft Three Year Action Agenda, has drawn attention to the need 

for a sustainable plan for solid waste management in Indian cities. Discuss critically 

features of this Agenda. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- The Niti Aayog, in its Draft Three Year Action Agenda, has drawn attention to the need for a 

sustainable plan for solid waste management in Indian cities. 

 However, the Aayog has taken the stand that incineration or “Waste to Energy” is the best option as a sustainable 

disposal solution for the solid waste of larger cities. The contention is that biogas and composting for waste 

management generate by-products or residues in large volumes that larger cities will find difficult to dispose of 

efficiently. 

 This reasoning is flawed. The Niti Aayog fails to point out that when incineration plants in cities use unsegregated 

waste to generate electricity, they emit toxic gases as by-products and irresponsibly dispose of these “dangerous 

by-products” in the air. 

 Niti Aayog’s Draft Action Agenda neither incorporates lessons from experience of incineration plants in Delhi, nor 

takes note of the many success stories of biomethanation. 

 Incineration technologies require a continuous supply of waste with a sufficiently high calorific value and a low 

moisture content. Indian waste is not suitable for incineration because it has too high a moisture content, leading 

to low calorific value. 

 A 2016 study by the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) finds that the calorific value of Indian waste is 800-

1000 kcal per kg; it needs to be at least 2000 kcal per kg to be suitable for incineration. 

 Generating energy from waste is only one aspect of waste management — it is by no means the most efficient or 

the most economical means of generating energy. The policy focus must not sway from examining the financial and 

environmental costs and benefits of the different alternatives for waste management. In Waste to Energy, 

technology is moving fast, regulatory challenges are enormous and the challenges of enforcing emission standards 

are even greater. 
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 The Niti Aayog has recommended setting up a Waste to Energy Corporation of India under the Ministry of Urban 

Development, “which may set up world-class waste to energy plants through public-private partnerships (PPP) 

across the country”. They have invoked the example of the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) which 

organises PPP efforts in roads. But the parallel is inappropriate. 

 Niti Aayog is silent on the segregation of wet waste from dry waste at the source of generating waste. Incentives for 

segregation and a penalty for non-segregation must be the first action point of any agenda on municipal solid waste 

management. 

 Solid Waste Management Rules (2016) are a significant improvement over the Municipal Solid Waste Rules (2000) 

in emphasising the need for the enforcement of segregation and recommending change in municipal by-laws which 

allow for cost recovery in the collection of waste segregated at source and imposing a penalty for non-segregation. 

The Niti Aayog has missed an opportunity to build on this opening. Even though it is often claimed that incineration 

can take unsegregated waste, segregating biodegradable waste and inert waste also helps improve the calorific value 

of dry waste. 

Nevertheless we must compliment the Niti Aayog for including action points on these important but complex issues in 

their Draft Action Agenda. They must follow up with extensive consultation with subject experts, stakeholders and 

practitioners in state governments and urban local governments. 
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