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General Studies — 2; Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the
protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections

Child Protection & Child Rights in India

1) Introduction

e Indiais home to the largest child population in the world.

e UNICEF considers child protection as the prevention of or responding to the incidence of abuse,
exploitation, violence and neglect of children.

e Protection allows children to have access to their rights of survival, development, growth and
participation.

e Child Rights are minimum entitlements and freedoms that should be afforded to all persons below
the age of 18.

2) Classification of these rights
¢ Right to Survival
a. Right to survival is inclusive of the child rights to be born, right to minimum standards of food,
shelter and clothing, and the right to live with dignity.
e Right to Protection
a. Right to be protected from neglect, exploitation and abuse at home, and elsewhere.
e Right to Participation
a. Right to participate in any decision making that involves him/her directly or indirectly.
¢ Right to Development
a. Right to all forms of development: Emotional, Mental and Physical.
b. Emotional development by proper care and love of a support system
c. Mental development through education and learning
d. Physical development through recreation, play and nutrition.

3) Concerns / Challenges
e Low numbers of child protection personnel
e Limited role of civil society in programme implementation
e Absence of robust accountability mechanisms hinders progress on the ground.
e Despite the rampant economic growth in the last two decades, lakhs of children in India continue to
be exposed to different forms of exploitation — mental and physical.
e Manufacturers exploit them as inexpensive labour
e High incidence of malnourishment, child stunting and wasting.

4) NGOs Working
e "Save the Children" works to protect children from different kinds of harms — abuse, neglect,
exploitation, physical danger and violence.
e "Child Rights and You (CRY)" works to ensure that the fundamental rights of children are protected.
e "Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA)" for the protection of children, ensuring their quality education.

5) Government Initiatives
e NCPCR
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a. The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) ensure that all Laws, Policies
and Programmes are in consonance with the Child Rights perspective as enshrined in the
Constitution of India and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

e POCSO e-Box

a. Online complaint management system for easy and direct reporting of sexual offences against
children and timely action against offenders.

¢ Integrated Child Protection Scheme

a. Aimed at building a protective environment for children in difficult circumstances through
Government-Civil Society Partnership

e Right to Education (RTE) Act.
e Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao' programme.

6) Way Forward
e Sensitising and educating the local communities about the rights of children and help them

understand that children are meant to be at school and not work.

e Prevent cases of child marriage, child trafficking, child abuse and child labour.

e Facilitate out-of-school children, street children and those who are involved in child labour into
schools by the means of enrolment drives.

e Demonstrating the benefits of preventative approaches and early intervention over interventions at
a later stage.

e Building the care and protection of children into broader social welfare, poverty reduction and
other national development strategies.

e Legal and policy reform in line with the principles and standards of the United Nations Convention
on Rights of the Child.

e Changing perceptions and behaviour that hamper the survival, protection and development of girls

e Promotion of the value of volunteerism in the organizations working for Child Rights.

e India should prioritise spending on children: Kailash Satyarthi

e Government should protect one generation of children and the subsequent generations will be
protected

e The Ministry of Health needs to forge stronger partnerships with the Ministry of Women and Child
Development, Labour, Education, and other agents involved with children
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