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General Studies – 3; Topic: Economics of animal rearing 
 

Antibiotics in Poultry Farms 
 

1) Introduction 

 Antibiotics are routinely administered to chickens on Indian poultry farms in small doses to 
promote growth and keep disease at bay, according to a new study. 

 A new study led by Center for Disease Dynamics, Economics & Policy (CDDEP), finds high levels of 
antibiotic-resistant bacteria in chickens raised for both meat and eggs on farms in Punjab. 

 Use of antibiotics for growth promotion in farm animals has increased worldwide in response to 
rising demand for food animal products. 
 

2) Implications 

 This has serious implications for India — already the world’s biggest consumer of antibiotics for 
human use. 

 Repeated and prolonged exposure will lead to the emergence of resistant strains of bacteria which 
will be passed on to humans who consume them.  

 The Resistant strains from the inedible parts like feather, bone are now transferred to soil, ground 
water, ponds and streams.  

 According to World Bank, Drug-resistant diseases have the potential to cause a level of economic 
damage similar to or worse than — that caused by the 2008 financial crisis. 
 

3) Concerns / Challenges 

 According to experts, Antibiotics use by India’s poultry farms endangering human lives. 

 Majority of farmers are unaware of the presence of antibiotic growth promoters premixed in 
chicken feed. 

 In India, low farmer awareness is as much a concern as low consumer awareness.  

 Consumers abroad are aware of concepts like free-range chicken farming and pastured poultry 
where animals are reared ethically. But Indian consumers remain largely ignorant of these issues. 

 Antibiotics are being used as a cheap substitute for basic nutrition and treatment. 

 Government agencies like Central Drugs Standard Control Organization and the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India have the regulatory authority to impose restrictions on the use of 
antibiotics in poultry but have not moved in this direction so far. 

 Labour on poultry farms is unskilled. 

 In a study, 67% of the poultry workers took no precautions to protect themselves from poultry shed 
infections. 
 

4) International Practice 

 In 1986 Sweden and In 2006 EU banned the use of antibiotics as growth promoters in the poultry 
industry. 

 Consumer movements in the EU and US have played a major role in introducing poultry farming 
standards and legislation. 

 In US, the use of drugs on the veterinary feed is permitted only under the professional supervision 
of a licensed veterinarian. 
 
 



                            Insights Mind maps 
 

www.insightsonindia.com  Page 2                                                      www.insightsias.com  

5) Recommendations 

 Consumer awareness can play a major role. 

 Ban the use of antibiotics for growth promotion 

 Do not allow the use of antibiotics in feed and improve the regulations of the Bureau of Industrial 
security (BIS) 

 Train veterinarians on the judicious use of antibiotics 

 Set pollution standards and install pollution control systems to limit transfer of resistant bacteria 
and antibiotics from poultry farms to the environments 

 Encourage development, production and use of alternative antibiotic-free growth promoters such 
as herbal supplements and better farm management practices 

 Develop an integrated surveillance system to monitor antibiotic-resistant trends in humans, 
animals and the food chain. 
 

6) Way Forward 

 Need of efficient infrastructure like laboratories to check and monitor the probable use of anti-
biotic in the poultry industry. 

 Promotion of use of organic products in the poultry can solve the issue to certain extent. 

 Raising the birds under clean environments with adequate space to prevent them from being 
susceptible to infectious pathogens 

 It is the ethical responsibility of the poultry producers to use the antibiotics judiciously. 

 India saw demonetisation happen overnight. Similar will is needed by the state and central 
governments to check the rampant misuse of antibiotics 

 
 


