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General Studies Paper - II 
 

Topic:  Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries 

Q) Compare Iran’s national election process with India’s. Also comment on recent political 

developments that are taking place in Iran. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Iran elects on national level a head of state and head of government (the president), a legislature (the Majlis), and an 

“Assembly of Experts” (which elects the Supreme Leader). Also City and Village Council elections are held every four 

years throughout the country. The president is elected for a four-year term by the people. The Parliament or Islamic 

Consultative Assembly (Majlis-e Shura-ye Eslami) has 290 members, elected for a four-year term in multi- and single-

seat constituencies. Elections for the Assembly of Experts are held every eight years. All candidates have to be approved 

by the Guardian Council.  

Irans political structure:- 

 

 

The national election process is different from India in the following ways; 

 The election itself is to offices whose powers and responsibilities are constrained by the theocracy and other classes 

unlike in India where the constitution sets clearly defined roles for each arm of government. 

 The list of electors is vetted by the clerical council to weed out names considered undesirable, whereas in India 

there is freedom to contest in election, if eligible by law. 

 Little to no oversight mechanism unlike in India which has a powerful election commission to oversee elections. 
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 Elections in India (at the centre) are limited to two houses, president and vice president. Whereas in Iran in 

addition to president and the legislature, a powerful theological body called the clerical committee is also elected 

every 8 years. 

Comment on recent political happenings:- 

 Iran’s election is a complex process that is partially managed and partially reflects the popular will. At least 120 

people have registered as candidates. The clerical Guardian Council will vet the candidates and publish the final 

list on April 27, removing most dissidents. Thereafter the election is expected to be free. 

 It is not clear if Mr. Ahmadinejad intends to stay as a candidate or plans to shape the election agenda in favour of 

the hardliners. As of now, the most powerful conservative candidate is Ebrahim Raisi, a close ally of Ayatollah 

Khamenei and a clear favourite of the clerical establishment. 

 For the conservatives, this is an opportunity to reclaim the presidency — one of the three main pillars of the Iranian 

state, but the only one with a popular mandate — and reclaim legitimacy for their hard-line agenda. For the 

moderates, the challenge is to push back the strongman narrative of the conservatives and shape the agenda around 

economic development and incremental freedoms, as opposed to strengthening theocracy and a stand-off with the 

West. 

 In 2013, Mr. Rouhani had shown the political aptitude to stitch together an alliance with moderates as well as 

conservatives who had fallen out with the clerical establishment, while cashing in on popular impatience with the 

Ahmadinejad government. It is time the political climate changed. It may take greater political guile for Mr. 

Rouhani to withstand the hardliners’ campaign at a time when economic troubles and regional challenges remain 

and the U.S. is again taking a confrontationist stance towards Tehran. 

 

Q) Recently, the British Prime Minister called for early general elections in her country. 

Compare and contrast general election process in India and the UK. Also comment on the 

reasons for calling an early election in the UK. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Theresa May became the British PM after the resignation of former PM David Cameroon who resigned because of losing 

Brexit referendum. Since assuming the charge of PM, Ms. May has come a long way, establishing a firm hold over the 

party apparatus. An early election is seen by her an opportunity to legitimize her position. 

Election process in India and UK- 

Similarities- 

 In both countries an autonomous body known as Election Commission is responsible for administering electoral 

processes of general election. Under the supervision of the commission, free and fair elections are held at regular 

intervals as per the rules and laws. The Election Commissions have the powers of superintendence, direction and 

control of all elections to the Parliaments of both countries. 

 Age- In both the countries minimum age to get right to vote at general election is 18 yrs. However in India, the 

initial criteria was of 21 yrs but it was relaxed to 18 yrs by 61st amendment act. 

 Registration- in both the countries voter registration is carried out by Election Commission of respective countries. 

In Great Britain, most electors are enrolled during the course of the annual canvass, which Electoral Registration 

Officers are obliged to conduct every year between August and November. 

 Both countries follow First Past The Post (FPTP) system for election of candidates at general elections. 

 In both the countries, term of parliament is 5yrs and elections should be conducted immediately after the 

completion of existing term of parliament. 

Dissimilarities- 

 UK has normally been two party system and all the governments have been formed by these two parties in the past. 

Before World War I, the United Kingdom had a true two-party system: the main parties were the Tories (which 

became the Conservative Party) and the Whigs (which became the Liberal Party). After World War II, the dominant 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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parties have been Conservative and Labour. No third party has come close to winning a parliamentary majority, 

although increasingly, a number of smaller (or third) parties has won a substantial proportion of the votes cast 

In India, during 1st two decades’ single party dominated the central legislature. However after emergence of regional 

parties, this monopoly has been broken. Even the coalition of small parties have formed the government at the union 

level. But with the emergence of BJP, it is predicted that India too would move towards the two-party system. 

 Security deposit in Britain is £500and candidate needs minimum 5% of total vote to reclaim it. 

In India security deposit is Rs 25000 and needs minimum one sixth votes reclaim it. 

 Votes can be cast either in person at a polling station, by post or by proxy. British citizens residing abroad and 

registered as overseas electors cannot vote at British high commissions, embassies or consulates – their votes can 

only be cast either in person in the constituency where they are enrolled in the United Kingdom, by proxy (who 

must reside in and be eligible to vote in the UK) or by post. 

In India voting by post and by proxy is restricted only government officials of certain services. 

Reasons for calling an early election in UK- 

 Since taking over as Prime Minister last year, Ms. May has been vulnerable on a number of fronts, not least the fact 

that she came to her position after other prospective replacements for her predecessor David Cameron dropped 

out of the race following last June’s referendum. It’s something that critics have thrown at her along the way as she 

has put herself at the front of the Brexit 

 May now feels it is time to erase the perception that she is an unelected Prime Minister. 

 Further, by winning the election, Ms May can consolidate her position to govern effectively. It could also become 

clear that whether the appointment of Theresa May was endorsed by British people or not. 

 It could also help her set her own agenda and further distance herself from that of Mr. Cameron, whose vision of 

Britain contrasted markedly with her own.  

 There is also need to secure unity in Parliament as the country prepared to launch headlong into full-fledged 

negotiations with its European partners on exiting the union, as well as resetting its relationship with the rest of 

the world.  

 

Topic:  Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 

institutions 

Q) Imposing restrictions on the location of liquor outlets, applying them in a differential 

manner to vends, hotels and standalone bars is undoubtedly an executive decision. 

Should the judiciary impose norms in this executive domain? What are the consequences 

of the Supreme Court’s recent order banning liquor shops on highways? Critically discuss. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The Supreme court ordered that liquor sales be prohibited within 500 metres from national and State highways. In a 

different sense, it only underscores how much the executive is, and ought to be, involved in policy-making on the 

subject. It is possible to argue that the executive will be lax in enforcement, corrupt in licensing or too revenue-centric 

to worry about the social costs of its decisions. However, that reason is not enough for the judiciary to impose norms 

without regard to the problems that they may give rise to. 

The court’s ill-considered order is wholly concerned with the availability of liquor — to the point that it bans sale of 

liquor on highway stretches even within city and town limits, where police checks are quite common — and does not 

touch upon strengthening the enforcement of the law against drunk driving.  

Judiciary keeps a restraint on Legislature and Executive misadventures through ideas of “judicial activism” . Positive 

examples of this are ruling on 2G Scam, Commonwealth scam etc. 
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However in recent time the line between “judiciary activism” and “judicial overreach” is thinning. The Recent order of 

SC ordering closure of liquor vends and banning sale of liquor in Hotels, restaurants etc. within 500m reach of National 

& State Highway is recent addition of that. 

Consequences of this move are 

Negative: 

 Enormous loss tobusiness and tourism which translates into jobs loss. 

 Huge revenue loss for State Government which taxes alcohol highly. The states might not be able to offset the cost 

offreebies and other state run social-programmes. 

 Uncertainty of India’s business environment will deter investment coming to India. 

 Illegal Liquor Vends will proliferate into city & towns interior which can have huge implication onpublic health and 

livelihood ex hutch tragedies. 

 Huge administrative burden in implementing the order with already state department under strain. 

 Affects the fundamental right of citizen to choose what to drink and eat. 

Positive 

 Less road accidents in highways: Majority of road accidents is due to drunken driving. average 28 people die a day 

due to drunken driving and majority of victims are pedestrians, women and children. 

 Social benefit from less health expenditure related to liquor consumption diseases like cancer, liver sclerosis etc in 

the long run. 

 It will promote growth of healthy society in long run. 

Conclusion:- 

This radical judgment though in larger public interest won’t solve just solve the problem which leaves many questions 

like why only liqour shops and exempt bars which serves wines , whisky which has 50 % alcohols & if not roads then 

alcohol safe elsewhere ?. Policing should improve in highway to tackle drunk driving . States should be directed to 

allocate more resources for this purpose. Only constant checking of drivers and punishing the offenders will deter those 

who drink and drive. 

 

Topic:  Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure 

Q) It is said that NPAs are expected to acquire a two-tier, federal character with enormous 

implications for Centre-state relations. Elucidate. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

How NPAs are acquiring federal character- 

Finance minister Arun Jaitley has asked individual states to bear the responsibility of farm loan waiver while Central 

government could address the problems of bad loans of large corporate houses. Thus NPAs have acquired the federal 

character as both states and center would share the responsibility of NPAs. 

Implications of such move on center-state relation- 

Positive implications- 

 This may strengthen the cooperative federalism as states would take the responsibility of waiving farm loans and 

reduce the burden of central government. 

 The federal character of Indian polity is tilted in favor of central government while states used to act as 

implementing agency of the central government. The present move would restore the balance in favor of states as 

states would determine the scheme of loan waver as per their capacity. For eg Uttar Pradesh government has waived 

farm loan up to Rs 1 lac only. 
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 This move is in line with increased devolution of funds (around 43%) to states as recommended by 14th Finance 

Commission. Thus move could be seen as empowering state government to deal with issues under state list. Eg 

Agriculture. 

 This move would make states more aware and accountable towards their responsibility in sharing financial burden 

of the nation. 

At the same time this move could have some potential negative implications such as 

 This would give rise to unfair competition between the states in wooing voters by declaring farm loan waivers even 

at the cost of disturbing fiscal balance of the state. 

 This may worsen the relations between central government and some of the states (usually controlled by other 

parties than at the center) as move could be seen as imposed one on the states. States with weaker financial 

condition may find it bitter to allow loan waivers. 

 Although states have been granted more resources under 14th FC, there have been lack of efforts to increase the 

resources of the state itself. Thus state may find it difficult to sustain the burden of loan waiver and may have to 

beg to central government for more grants. 

Conclusion- 

Managing NPAs has become critical issue since last few years. The move to involve states in managing the problem of 

NPA without raising their resource generating capacity would only complicate the relations between the central 

government and states. Thus central government should consult with state governments about their capacities before 

making them partner in loan waiver.  

 

Q) Do you think states in India should have greater freedom to pursue cross-border 

economic partnerships with neighbouring countries and beyond? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Paradiplomacy- 

 John Kincaid of Lafayette College had coined the term “constituent diplomacy” in 1990 to denote the “international 

activities of a foreign-policy character undertaken by the constituent governments…and local governments (mostly 

municipalities) of federal countries and decentralized unitary states, as well as by citizen organizations and non-

governmental organizations”. It is also variously referred to as “paradiplomacy” or “sub-national diplomacy”. The 

practice of constituent diplomacy has been observed across Europe and North America but it has increasingly been 

adopted in the rest of the world as well. 

 Paradiplomacy can be employed with a variety of aims which can range from bringing in a decentralised dimension 

to international debates to internationalization of domestic issues by bringing regional issues on the global stage, 

promoting trade, tourism, cultural ties and even post-conflict reconciliation to local political activism being sought 

for international support. Subnational relations can also be conducted to promote and attract investments seeking 

region-specific economic advantages. 

 China is a good example- With an authoritarian political set-up, one would assume China’s foreign policy to be 

highly centralized. It is indeed. But Chinese provinces also have their own foreign affairs offices (FAOs) and foreign 

trade and economic cooperation commissions (FTECCs) to deal with international partners. Many Chinese cities 

have opened overseas offices to attract investments and promote trade. Provincial governments play a big part in 

setting the agenda of the sub-regional initiatives that China is a part of. 

Benefits of states playing role in cross-border partnerships (Paradiplomacy)- 

 As globalization has eroded traditional boundaries, the Central government by itself is not well-equipped to meet 

the challenges posed by new political, economic and social forces. It is here that subnational involvement in 

international affairs can help push forward India’s stand on key issues. In a country as sizeable as India (a 

subcontinent), there is a definitive need for decentralization of foreign policy implementation and in selected areas 

of diplomacy. 

 It can be argued that states are often better equipped than the Central government to undertake diplomatic 

measures in areas of trade, commerce, foreign direct investment, education, cultural exchanges and also 

outsourcing of business. 
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 Another factor that brings the importance of paradiplomacy to the surface is that there might be cases where the 

Central government will differ with state governments on ideological and political grounds, which makes it likely 

that some judgments of New Delhi may not be viewed in the best interest of states and vice versa. In addition, given 

India’s size, provincial governments are often better placed to enhance diplomatic relations with other 

governments in their neighbourhood because of geographical, cultural, historical and economic reasons. For 

instance, West Bengal can have more successful paradiplomatic relations with Bangladesh and Bhutan than an 

MEA official stationed at the country’s capital. Similarly, Kerala has vested interests in engaging in diplomatic 

relations with the Gulf countries as a large number of the state’s residents find jobs in those countries. 

 An important factor giving paradiplomacy an upper hand over regular diplomacy being conducted from the core is 

that it makes space for issues to be addressed keeping local sentiments in mind. A case in point is that of fishermen 

from Tamil Nadu arguing for fishing rights in what are disputed waters for Sri Lanka, citing historical and 

traditional rights, while Sri Lanka is unsympathetic to the cause and retaliates sternly to any such claims. It is here 

that bilateral relations being conducted between states could help more than negotiations that are held at the 

Central level. A local involvement of the Tamil Nadu government will be more prudent in tackling issues related to 

not just fishing rights for residents but also of reservations and/or remittances for refugees, and human trafficking. 

 Hosting the Global Investor’s Summit held biennially in Gujarat, the state has been able to showcase itself as the 

ideal investment destination in India. The global summit called Vibrant Gujarat earned Gujarat not just an 

enthused participation and acknowledgement from foreign dignitaries but also opened the floor for prospective 

investors to explore opportunities to indulge in business activities. It is undeniable that Gujarat, through its 

subnational engagements has increasingly attracted not just economic investments but is also now paving the way 

for cooperation on sustainable development – a cause which countries across the globe hold close to their hearts. 

Gujarat has been able to substantially add to the nation’s larger interests by working on economic diplomacy at the 

federal level. 

Paradiplomacy has the potential to not only strengthen the federal structure of the Indian state but also radically alter 

the trajectory of Indian foreign policy by helping regional governments to realise their potential in the conduct of cross 

border relations. 

Way forward- 

 While paradiplomacy throws up fresh challenges for the Indian government, the involvement of state governments 

in the domain of foreign policy certainly addresses the issue in greater depth. The Centre needs to come up with 

effective institutional mechanisms to introduce paradiplomacy in the country. While one way of doing this is 

through the creation of consulates or consular offices in individual states, another way of bringing paradiplomacy 

to see the day’s light is through the setting up of federal foreign affairs offices under the supervision of the MEA. 

To this end, officers stationed at these regional offices can be trained to better handle security issues and can also 

be groomed to work to take the Centre’s goals forward and not work against the national good. Thus, better 

coordination between the MEA and local offices by means of regular consultations and bureaucratic interactions is 

effective in taking the goal of paradiplomacy forward. 

Conclusion- 

While New Delhi needs to adopt a firmer stand on matters of core national interest, it also needs to give the state 

governments greater freedom to pursue cross-border economic partnerships. It is actually possible to marry cooperative 

federalism to collaborative sub-regional cooperation. 

 

Q) “If ever there was a case where the invocation of the powers of the Supreme Court to 

do “complete justice” under Article 142 of the Constitution existed, it was the Babri Masjid 

demolition case.” Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

On 6 December 1992, a large crowd of Hindu Kar Sevaks (activists) demolished the 16th-century Babri Mosque in the 

city of Ayodhya, in Uttar Pradesh. The demolition occurred after a political rally at the site turned violent. 

In Hindu mythology, the city of Ayodhya is the birthplace of the Rama. In the 16th century a Mughal general, Mir Baqi, 

had built a mosque, known as the Babri Masjid, at a site considered by some Hindus to be Ram Janmabhoomi, the actual 

birthplace of Rama. In the 1980s, the Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) began a campaign for the construction of a temple 
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dedicated to Rama at the site, with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as its political voice. Several rallies and marches 

were held as a part of this movement, including the Ram Rath Yatra led by L. K. Advani. 

On 6 December 1992 the VHP and the BJP organised a rally at the site involving 150,000 volunteers, known as kar 

sevaks. The rally turned violent, and the crowd overwhelmed security forces and tore down the mosque. A subsequent 

inquiry into the incident found 68 people responsible for the demolition, including several leaders of the BJP and the 

VHP. The demolition also resulted in several months of intercommunal rioting between 

India’s Hindu and Muslim communities, causing the death of at least 2,000 people 

 

Following is the chronology of events in the Ayodhya-Babri Masjid dispute: 

■ 19 April 2017: SC restores criminal conspiracy charge against leaders including Advani, Joshi and union cabinet 

minister Uma Bharti in the case and clubs the trial in the matter pending against VIPs and karsevaks. 

■ 6 April: SC favours time-bound completion of trial in the case and reserves order on CBI’s plea. 

■ 21 March: SC suggests fresh attempts to resolve Ayodhya dispute. 

■ 6 March: SC indicates it may consider reviving conspiracy charge against the BJP leaders in Babri Masjid demolition 

case. 

■ 31 March 2015: SC issues notices to senior BJP leaders, including L.K.Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi, Uma Bharati and 

Kalyan Singh, on a plea not to drop charges of criminal conspiracy against them in the Babri Masjid demolition case. 
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■ 3 September 2013: SC advanced by about two months the date of hearing in the Babri Masjid demolition case against 

L.K. Advani and 19 others after the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) pleaded for an early hearing which was not 

opposed by the senior BJP leader. 

■ February 2011: CBI moves Supreme Court against high court order. 

■ 28 September 2010: Supreme Court rejects petition for deferment and gives the go-ahead to the Allahabad high court 

to deliver the judgement on the Ayodhya title issue. The high court chooses 30 September as verdict day. 

■ 14 September: A writ is filed to defer the judgement but is subsequently rejected by the high court. 

■ 8 September: The High Court announces verdict would be delivered on 24 September. 

■ July 2010: Bench reserves its judgement and asks all parties to solve the issue amicably. But no one is keen. 

■ 20 May: High court dismisses plea. Says no merit in CBI’s revision petition. 

■ June 2009: The Liberhan commission investigating events leading up to the mosque’s demolition submits its report—

17 years after it began its inquiry. Its contents are not made public. 

■ July 2005: Suspected Islamic militants attack the disputed site, using a jeep laden with explosives to blow a hole in 

the wall of the complex. Security forces kill five people they say are militants, and a sixth who was not immediately 

identified. 

■ 2 November 2004: CBI challenges before the Lucknow bench of Allahabad High Court, the dropping of proceedings 

against BJP leaders on technical grounds. Court issues notices. 

■ September 2003: A court rules that seven Hindu leaders should stand trial for inciting the destruction of the Babri 

Mosque, but no charges are brought against Advani, then deputy prime minister, who was also at the site in 1992. 

■ 31 August 2003: All India Muslim Personal Law Board announced it would challenge the ASI report. 

Earlier, the ASI survey said there is evidence of a temple beneath the mosque, but Muslims dispute the findings. 

Vajpayee says at the funeral of Hindu activist Ramchandra Das Paramhans that he will fulfil the dying man’s wishes and 

build a temple at Ayodhya. However, he hopes the courts and negotiations will solve the issue. 

■ April: Three High Court judges begin hearings on determining who owns the religious site. 

■ February: BJP rules out committing itself to the construction of a temple in its election manifesto for UP assembly 

elections. VHP confirms deadline of 15 March to begin construction. Hundreds of volunteers converge on site. 

Meanwhile, in a supposedly related incident at least 58 people are killed in an attack on a train in Godhra which was 

carrying Hindu activists returning from Ayodhya. 

■ January: Archaeologists begin a Allahabad high court-ordered survey to find out whether a temple to Lord Ram did 

exist on the site. Meanwhile, PM Vajpayee sets up an Ayodhya cell in his office and appoints a senior official, Shatrughna 

Singh, to hold talks with Hindu and Muslim leaders. 

■ 4 May 2001: Special CBI court drops proceedings against accused including Advani, Joshi, Uma Bharti, Bal Thackeray 

and others. 

■ December 1993: Two FIRs filed in the case. One against unknown karsevaks for demolition of the mosque. The other 

named BJP leaders Advani, M M Joshi and others for allegedly giving ‘communal’ speeches before demolition. 

■ October: CBI files composite charge sheet accusing Advani and others of conspiracy. 

■ 6 December 1992: This was the turning point of the entire dispute when Babri mosque was torn down by supporters 

of the VHP, the Shiv Sena and the BJP, prompting nationwide communal riots between Hindus and Muslims in which 

more than 2,000 people die. 

■ 1991: BJP comes to power in Uttar Pradesh with Kalyan Singh as chief minister. 

■ 1990: VHP volunteers partially damage the mosque. Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar tries to resolve the dispute 

through negotiations, which fail the next year. 

■ 1989: VHP lays foundations of a Ram temple on land adjacent to the disputed mosque. 

■ 23 October 1989: All the four suits, pending before a Faizabad court transferred to a special bench of the HC. 
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■ 1989: A fresh suit is filed by former VHP vice-president Deoki Nandan Agarwala in the name of Lord Ram for 

declaration of the title and possession in its favour at the Lucknow bench of the Allahabad high court. 

■ 1986: On a plea of Hari Shanker Dubey, a district judge directs Masjid gates to be unlocked to allow ‘darshan’. Muslims 

set up Babri Masjid Action Committee. 

■ 18 December 1961: UP Sunni Central Board of Waqfs moves in to claim possession of the mosque and adjoining land. 

■ 1959: Nirmohi Akhara enters the fray and files the third suit, seeking possession of the site, doing away with the court-

appointed receiver. It claims itself to be the custodian of the spot at which Ram was supposedly born. 

■ 1950: Ramchandra Paramhans files another suit, but withdraws later. 

■ 24 April 1950: The State of Uttar Pradesh appealed against the injunction order. 

■ 18 January 1950: First title suit is filed by Gopal Singh Visharad asking for the right to worship the idols installed at 

‘Asthan Janmabhoomi´. The court restrained the removal of idols and allowed the worship to continue. 

■ 1949: Idol of Lord Ram surfaces inside mosque. Muslims claim that it was kept there by the Hindus. Muslims protest, 

and both parties file civil suits. The government proclaims the premises a disputed area and locks the gates. 

■ 1885: Mahant Raghubir Das files a suit seeking permission to build a canopy on Ram chabootra but his plea was 

rejected a year after by the Faizabad district court. 

■ 1859: British officials erect a fence to separate the places of worships, allowing the inner court to be used by Muslims 

and the outer court by Hindus. 

■ 1853: First recorded incidents of communal violence at the disputed site take place. 

■ 1528: A mosque is built on the site by Mughal emperor Babar which Hindus allege to be the birth place of Lord Ram 

and where a temple earlier existed. 

ART 142 OF CONSTITUTION:- 

 The Supreme Court in the exercise of its jurisdiction may pass such decree or make such order as is necessary for 

doing complete justice in any cause or matter pending before it, and any decree so passed or order so made shall 

be enforceable throughout the territory of India in such manner as may be prescribed by or under any law made 

by Parliament and, until provision in that behalf is so made, in such manner as the President may by order 

prescribe. 

 Subject to the provisions of any law made in this behalf by Parliament, the Supreme Court shall, as respects the 

whole of the territory of India, have all and every power to make any order for the purpose of securing the 

attendance of any person, the discovery or production of anydocuments, or the investigation or punishment of 

any contempt of itself. 

Invoking this article was necessary as:- 

 Communal passion: The case is a watershed event in creating communal polarization between Hindus and 

Muslims. It is important that no stone is left unturned to ensure complete justice. This is essential to restore the 

social fabric of our country. 

 Violence: The grisly violence that accompanied the case is reprehensible. We need to ensure that those behind it 

are brought to books. 

 Time-frame: “Justice delayed is justice denied”. It is 25 years since the event occurred. It is high time that case is 

closed 

 Failure of Judiciary & CBI: They have not been able to deliver justice and often exculpated those involved without 

proper evidence. SC under A.142 should ensure that this doesn’t occur. 

 Minority in India is usually sceptical about majority and fears that complete justice in such sensitive cases won’t be 

done 

 The issue has been politicised a lot and hence government alone won’t be able to adopt optimally rational approach 

to resolve the issue 

 Judiciary is the guardian of constitution it is the credible institution and last resort to the people to seek justice 

hence such acts by it are necessary 
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 Set precedent: This case involves names of many eminent people and justice in this will be a testimony to the 

unbiased rule of law. 

Critical aspect:- 

 Exercise of exceptional powers conferred under Article 142 has of late met with some criticism with the courts today 

more frequently resorting to use of Article 142 than ever before. It is said to be judicial over reach. 

 Frequent resort to this article shows the collective failure of judiciary, executive and legislatures to deal with 

matters of utmost importance in country’s functioning. 

Conclusion:- 

If ever there was a case where the invocation of the powers of the Supreme Court to do “complete justice” under Article 

142 of the Constitution existed, it was the Babri Masjid demolition case. As Justice R.F. Nariman recognises in his 

judgment, the underlying basis of the Article is the Latin maxim fiat justitia ruat caelum (let justice be done though the 

heavens fall). The court’s unhesitating resort to Article 142 mitigates to some extent the consequences of the failures of 

the Uttar Pradesh government and the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), and the judiciary’s own tardy processes. 

Hence it’s a welcome step. 

 

Topic: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary  

Q) In your opinion, how should both judiciary and executive cooperate with each other to 

deal with the unacceptably high number of pending cases in the country? Have they taken 

any steps together in this regard? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

India has a parliamentary system of government with integrated independent judicial system that form a common 

framework for state and central government. The judicial system of country is grappled with many problems and 

pendency of cases is obvious result of existing inefficiencies in overall working of judiciary. 

Justice – state responsibility: 

Article 39A of the Constitution of India provides that State shall secure that the operation of the legal system promotes 

justice on a basis of equal opportunity, and shall in particular, provide free legal aid, by suitable legislation or schemes 

or in any other way, to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic 

or other disability. Articles 14 and 22(1) also make it obligatory for the State to ensure equality before law and a legal 

system which promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunity to all. Legal aid strives to ensure that constitutional pledge 

is fulfilled in its letter and spirit and equal justice is made available to the poor, downtrodden and weaker sections of the 

society. 

The cooperation between Indian executive and judiciary is need of time due to following reasons: 

1. The infrastructural development of lower courts can be done only by means of funding by government. The percent 

of GDP spent of judicial system is far less than actual requirement and existing necessities of judicial system to 

function with its fullest potential. 

2. The truce between judiciary and government over appointment is hampering the recruitment process in Indian 

judicial system. Supreme Court has struck down the National Judicial Commission and further process has not 

advanced in earliest manner. Official figures show there are as many as 437 vacancies in the High Courts alone as 

of March 1, 2017. 

3. Pendency of cases can be deal in cooperative manner as vacancies in courts is leading to burden on existing human 

resource and infrastructure. 

As per information made available by High Courts, details of pending cases in High Courts and District and Subordinate 

Courts are as under:- 
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 Number of Pending 

Cases in High Courts as 

on 31.12.2014 

Number of Cases pending for 

more than 10 years in High 

Courts as on 31.12.2014 

Number of Pending 

Cases in District and 

Subordinate Courts as on 

31.12.2014 

Number of Cases pending for 

more than 10 years in District 

and Subordinate Courts as on 

31.12.2014 

Civil Criminal Civil Criminal Civil Criminal Civil Criminal 

3116492 1037465 589631 187999 8234281 18254124 611658 1432079 

                                                                                                                                                                     Source: PIB 

4. Use of technology for digitalization can be done by government initiative and provision of required funds for the 

same purpose. 

5. Central and state government has to pull their efforts to make gram nyayalay and lok adalat function in order to 

reduce the number of case pendency. National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has been constituted under the 

Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 to provide free Legal Services to the weaker sections of the society and to 

organize Lok Adalats for amicable settlement of disputes. This provision should be explored to enhance working 

efficiency of courts. 

6. Government is the largest litigant in Supreme Court and high court. The executives and government officials need 

enough courage and technical knowledge to take right decision at particular situation rather than moving to court 

unnecessarily. 

Steps taken for judicial reforms are: 

 In accordance with the National Policy and Action Plan prepared by the e-Committee, a five-year National 

Programme for Computerization of the Indian judiciary was launched in 2005 to be carried out in three phases. 

 Establishment of lok adalat and gram nyayalays has reduced the burden of case pendency. 

 The specialization of courts has been carried out through establishment of family courts and administrative 

tribunals. 

 National judicial academies have been established by government to provide in-service training to judicial officers. 

These academies impart required training and skill to officers to provide litigant friendly justice. 

 

An independent and impartial judiciary and a speedy and efficient system are the very essence of civilization. However, 

our judiciary, by its very nature, has become ponderous, excruciatingly slow and inefficient. Our laws and their 

interpretation and adjudication led to enormous misery for the litigants and forced people to look for extra-legal 

alternatives. 
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Q) It is said that the Supreme Court’s orders banning liquor sale on highways encroach 

upon the executive’s domain of policymaking. Do you agree? Also discuss the reasoning 

of the court in these orders. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Indian constitution  mandates a separation of powers between the executive, the legislature, and the judiciary, and 

places policymaking firmly in the domain of the executive. For this reason the Supreme Court’s order has come under 

criticism. Apart from its polycentric consequences, it has been argued that banning alcohol — and micromanaging the 

distance from the highways where alcohol cannot be sold — is a classic example of policymaking, and that the Supreme 

Court has indulged in “judicial overreach”. 

Following points support this:- 

 Policy making was not envisaged as a function of Judiciary. 

 Constitution of India bats for separation of powers between executive and judiciary. 

 Policies like these cannot be unilateral, they have to be formulated after sustained debate in legislatures. 

Judiciary defends its stand on following grounds:- 

 Judiciary shows ‘Judicial activism’ because of executive and legislative in activism. 

 It has protected the rights of the people under article 21 of the constitution. To this end it has interpreted the 

constitution liberally to include right to life as proactive action by government rather than just protection against 

violation. 

 It has acted according to article 142 which mandates it do complete justice to the matter at hand. 

 De facto approval by the Centre- The Court referred to policy documents of the Centre that establish a link between 

alcohol consumption and road accidents. Another referral was Centre’s directives to state governments disallowing 

the latter to issue new licenses to liquor shops along highways. 

 Centre’s failure:- Center has been issuing advisories for over a decade and no action was taken by the states on it. 

 

Q) What are the consequences of delays in constitutional judgments by the Supreme 

Court? With reference to pending Aadhaar judgements, critically comment on the powers 

and responsibilities of the Supreme Court and its Chief Justice. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

        Delays in constitutional judgment can have deep and perilous consequences on fundamental rights. K M Munshi 

had said “It is of the highest importance that the question whether a law is valid or not must be decided at the earliest 

moment,”. “Any uncertainty about its validity will lead to great hardships. The object of the fundamental law will be 

frustrated if people have to serve sentences, pay fines or deny themselves the privileges given by the Constitution for a 

long time under an invalid law.” 

The consequences resulting from it are as follows: 

 Passage of Unjust Legislation: Failure to give judicial pronouncements in time often leads to passage of unjust 

legislation. Ex like Sec-66 of IT Act 

 Irreversible Damages: Late judicial judgements result in non-effectual outcomes. Often the damage done is not 

redeemable. Ex Delay in Judgement led to misuse President Rule. S.R Bommai vs U.O.I 

 Deprives Citizen of the power conferred by the Constitution such as Right to privacy as in case of Aadhaar Bill 

 Ambivalent Executive: Contentious legislation which may be overturned by SC in future often makes the executive 

ambivalent in executing in the present and result in policy paralysis. Ex delaying in upholding Entry Tax as 

constitutional 

 It appears to be a backhand support to misgivings by the government, thus diluting necessary checks & balances. 
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 It leads to rampant distortion of our constitutional meanings with unbridled government and delayed justice. 

 It gives tacit approval to controversial government policies by not adjudicating on the matter. for example, the 

damage done by demonetisation has become fait accompli. 

Power and Responsibility of SC with respect to Aadhaar: 

 Power of Judicial Review: According to KB case, the SC has the power of judicial review. It is the responsibility of 

SC to judicial review if the Aadhaar legislation violated the constitutional underpinnings. 

 Avoiding Gross Injustice: Under A.142,the SC has the power to ensure complete justice is done. It is the 

responsibility of the SC to see that no injustice is meted out due to mandatory Aadhaar. 

However, SC may restrain itself from passing judgement on Aadhaar because 

 Separation of Powers: Under A.50,the judiciary should not encroaches upon the prerogative of the legislature by 

directing it the manner in which legislation should move. 

 Premature judgement: Digitisation through Aadhaar is relatively new territory to charter and it would be 

inappropriate for the judiciary to set the terms of legislation without understanding the impacts of digitisation 

completely. 

 

Q) Discuss the recent instances of judicial overreach and their impact on executive. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

The role of the Judiciary in India has recently come under considerable attack, particularly from the Legislative branch, 

which feels that the courts have been exceeding their authority in interpreting the law, and that they have become an 

extra constitutional law making body. This has been called Judicial Overreach. 

A few examples: Supreme Court has ruled that operators with cancelled 2G licences should stop services. Iron ore mining 

has been banned in Karnataka and Goa. Gujarat High Court has ordered that all new vehicles registered in the state 

should run on compressed natural gas. Chandigarh High Court is deciding what tolls should be charged at a toll plaza in 

Gurgaon. 

Some are of the opinion that the courts have moved far beyond the function assigned to them under the Constitution’s 

division of responsibilities among the legislature, the executive and the judiciary. This cannot but hurt the nation.  

The latest example to be added in it is the highway liquor ban by judiciary. The Supreme Court, ruling on a public interest 

petition about road safety, has banned the sale of liquor at retail outlets, as also in hotels, restaurants and bars, that are 

within 500m of any national or state highway. Also the NEET examination conduct and rules, Jallikattu orders  etc. 

Impact of Judicial Overeach on executive: 

 Limits executive freedom in democratic sphere 

 Hindered public officials in charge to make objective decisions 

 Executive has remained a puppet, since legislature formulate programmers and judiciary by its excessive 

intervention disrupt effective execution in long run 

 Recent decision on liquor imposes a fiscal burden on state governments, in the form of revenue foregone, which is 

at the expense of some priority expenditure 

 This could lead to political passivism. 

 Trust deficit Executive and Judiciary. 

 Breach of Separation of Power as set up clearly in the Indian constitution. 

 Judicial Overreach transforms judiciary into an extra-constitutional body of law making from a body of law 

interpretation, thus undermining the functions of executive. 

 It affects checks and balances essential in the democracy. 

 Governments fiscal burden will increase inevitably by unplanned expenditure such as loan waiver. 
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 Loss of revenue, tourism and erosion of trust in the minds of the business class towards government caused by 

decisions like liquor ban. 

 Government’s planning get a hit as will not be able to implement what envisaged during polls 

Conclusion:- 

 Judicial activism is a great tool in the hands of the judiciary for imparting complete justice. But overuse 

of the same creates distortion in powers. If judiciary feels something need immediate attention should 

give guidelines rather binding orders. 

 

Topic: Judiciary functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of 

these 

Q) Examine series of Supreme Court decisions modifying the electoral process in recent 

years and discuss issues arising out of these cases and their implications. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- 

 From NOTA to criminal Netas supreme court has played crucial role in bringing out important electoral reforms 

through its landmark judgements. 

 Judicial decisions ushering in electoral reforms started in 1978, when the SC interpreted Article 324 of the 

Constitution to empower the Election Commission (EC) with unbridled powers in conducting and supervising 

elections. 

 In Mohinder Singh Gill case, it had said: “The Constitution contemplates free and fair election and vests 

comprehensive responsibilities of superintendence, direction and control of the conduct of elections in the EC. This 

responsibility may cover powers, duties and functions of many sorts, administrative or other, depending on the 

circumstances.” 

 For 20 years thereafter, there was a lull. In 1996, the court in the Common Cause case had ordered the political 

parties to submit details of expenses it incurred for each candidate and otherwise in an election. 

 In 2002, the apex court in Association for Democratic Reforms judgment returned its focus on the little man in the 

voter who alone slapped accountability on the political system in a democracy. 

 In 2002, the court ruled that voters’ right to information was fundamental. To enable a voter make an informed 

choice, the court ordered every candidate to submit an affidavit with nomination papers giving correct information 

about h/his educational qualification, details of h/his and family assets, and importantly, h/his criminal 

background. 

 In PUCL case it ruled out introduction of NOTA as an expression of voter’s right to reject all candidates. However 

NOTA has been given less teeth as this does not amount to rejection of all candidates in case NOTA vote is 

maximum. It has only moral implications for contesting parties to chose better candidates. 

 Transparency: Concealment of criminal record by a candidate is corrupt practise. Making voters aware about the 

assets and liability of candidate as well as attempting to curb the use of black money. While the step has been 

effective to some extent, other ways to garner monetary muscle still remain open. 

 Another important verdict is Reassertion of Art 123 (3) of RP Act and outlawing appeals for vote on grounds of 

Caste, Religion, Language etc. This is aimed at removing irrational behaviour and divisive politics. This judgement 

also relegates religion and caste to private sphere of life. 

 Decriminalisation of politics: Those that are incarcerated are disqualified from contesting elections. The aim was 

to reduce the dominance of criminals in the political landscape but due the loopholes in our legal system, this has 

not been achieved to required level. 

 The Supreme Court directed the Centre to provide financial assistance to the poll panel for introduction Vote 

Verifier Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) system with the EVMs, said it will “ensure the accuracy of the voting system” 

and also help in “manual counting of votes in case of dispute.” However it would incur huge environmental cost 

and is reversing the process set for gigitisation of election process. 
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 Currently SC is hearing a PIL to impose lifelong ban from contesting in case of imprisonment for 2 years or more, 

aimed towards decriminalizing politics 

 

Topic:  Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers 

& privileges and issues arising out of these 

Q) Recently there was criticism against introduction of the Finance Bill, 2017 in Lok 

Sabha. Critically discuss these criticisms. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction- 

Government has generated the controversy over the way it has passed the finance bill in the lower house of the 

parliament. Government also rejected all the amendments proposed by upper house fuelling the controversy. 

Criticisms of the Finance Bill 2017- 

 The Finance Bill, 2017 was introduced in the Lok Sabha as a money bill, which in our bicameral system of 

governance is a type of legislation over which the lower house of Parliament has supreme authority. Article 110(1) 

of the Constitution states that a money bill can be classified as one only if it deals with taxation, government 

borrowings and guarantees, government expenditures, or any matters incidental to these. As a part of the annual 

budgetary exercise, finance bills usually fit this classification. However, the Finance Bill, 2017 far exceeded such a 

purview on a number of counts. Finance Bill has said to breached the scope and limitations placed by art 110. Also 

speaker’s role has been criticized as partial in declaring finance bill as money bill. 

 According to new bill Income Tax officers can now raid homes without having to provide any reason for it. Earlier, 

Section 132 of the Income Tax Act, 1961, made it mandatory for tax authorities to have “reasons to believe” that the 

person in question had undisclosed assets, and/or was unwilling to disclose information the IT department needed, 

which gave them the reason to hold a raid. This power to tax authorities would only increase their arbitrariness and 

personal discretion thereby. 

 According to the Finance Bill, 2017, any property of the person in question can be “provisionally seized” during a 

raid. Originally, the IT Act, 1962, only gave the authorities the right to seize assets that were “the subject of the 

raid”. The Bill also gives the IT officers the right to raid a property where a charity event is taking place. They can 

also demand information they need to conduct the surveys. 

Both the above powers given to tax authorities have been termed as draconian by political analysts. 

 Income tax payers will now need their Aadhaar card for filing your income tax returns. It will also be mandatory to 

link Aadhaar card to PAN card, or the latter will become invalid after July 1, 2017. This provision has been added 

despite Supreme Court’s order that Aadhar card cannot be made mandatory. 

 As per the bill, the Centre can choose the members of the tribunals through a gazette notification. Allowing the 

executive to determine appointment, reappointment and removal of members could affect the independent 

functioning of the Tribunal. There would be conflict of interest if the government were to be a litigant before a 

Tribunal, as well as determine appointment of its members. 

Certain Tribunals are proposed to be replaced, and their functions are proposed to be taken over by existing Tribunals 

under other Acts. The rationale behind replacing certain Tribunals is unclear. For example, the Telecom Disputes 

Settlement and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) may not have the expertise to adjudicate matters related to the pricing of 

airport services. Similarly, it is unclear if the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) which deals with 

matters related to company disputes and governance will have the expertise to deal with matters related to anti-

competitive practices, which are currently managed by the Competition Appellate Tribunal. 

 Currently, a company may contribute up to 7.5% of the average of its net profits in the last three financial years, to 

political parties. The company is required to disclose the amount of contributions made to political parties in its 

profit and loss account, along with the name of the political parties to which such contribution was made. 

The amendments to the Finance Bill, 2017 propose to remove: (i) the limit of 7.5% of net profit of the last three financial 

years, for contributions that a company may make to political parties, (ii) the requirement of a company to disclose the 

name of the political parties to which a contribution has been made. 
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With the Finance Bill, 2017, people can make use of the ‘electoral bonds’ to donate to political parties anonymously. The 

Bill has also removed the cap of how much one (or a company) can donate to a political party. 

Various committees on electoral reforms were quite clear that corporate funding of political parties would mean that the 

promoters of companies would consider their contributions as “investments” from which “benefits” could be reaped in 

the future. Such funding, it was argued, would influence government decisions in favour of the concerned companies. 

The current amendment essentially takes the country in a diametrically opposite direction and strengthens the nexus 

between business and politics. By allowing anonymous contributions, corporate funding of political parties will become 

more opaque, and will end oversight and accountability. 

Conclusion- 

Effective functioning of parliament has been the pivotal for the smooth working of democracy. Using constitutional 

caveats with the sole purpose of circumventing the authority of parliament would defeat the very purpose of its 

functioning. Government needs to introspect its behavior and should maintain the respect and dignity of the parliament. 

 

Q) Do you think every Bill that is introduced in either Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha should 

be referred to standing committees of Parliament before passing them? Discuss. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Standing committee is a committee consisting of Members of Parliament. It is a permanent and regular committee 

which is constituted from time to time according to the provisions of an Act of Parliament or Rules of Procedure and 

Conduct of Business. The work done by the Indian Parliament is not only voluminous but also of a complex nature, 

hence a great deal of its work is carried out in these Parliamentary Committees. 

Both Houses of Parliament, Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha, have similar Committee structures with a few exceptions. Their 

appointment, terms of office, functions and procedures of conducting business are broadly similar. These standing 

committees are elected or appointed every year, or periodically by the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha or the Speaker of 

the Lok Sabha, or as a result of consultation between them. 

Should every bill be referred to standing committees of Parliament? 

Yes- 

 Parliamentary committees increase the efficiency and expertise of Parliament. Given the volume of work and the 

limited time at their disposal, legislators are unable to scrutinize every matter in detail on the floor of the House. 

 These Committees review proposed laws, oversee activities of the executive branch, and scrutinise government 

expenditure. Their reports allow for informed debate in Parliament. 

 Committees also provide a forum to build consensus across party lines, help develop expertise in subjects, and 

enable consultation with independent experts and stakeholders. 

 Standing committees are the parliament’s principal instrument to ensure executive accountability, which is central 

in a representative democracy. 

 Parliamentary committee system is also designed with the view to enlighten MPs on the whole gamut of 

governmental activity, including defence, external affairs, industry and commerce, agriculture, health and finance. 

MPs receive information about parliamentary workings as well as perspective on India’s strengths and weaknesses 

through the detailed studies undertaken by standing committees. Indian parliamentary committees are a huge 

reservoirs of information, which are made available to MPs in order to enlighten themselves, and contribute ideas 

to strengthen the parliamentary system and improve governance. Thus sending all bills to such committees would 

serve this purpose.   

No- 

 Sometimes bills, mostly amendment bills that seek to alter an existing Act, may need to be passed urgently to 

handle a specific situation. In such situations, the chair has to respond to a request coming from the government 

and allow the bill to be passed without being referred to a standing committee. 
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 Money bills, such as the Appropriation Bill and Finance Bill, are never referred to a standing committee or any 

other committee because these need to be passed within a specific time frame. 

 Standing committees do not have experts or specialist who deliberate the matter in rational and scientific way. 

 There has been a steady decline in the effectiveness of the committees, caused by two main reasons. 

1. First, MPs are unable to pay attention to the committees as their constituencies make a huge demand on their 

time. Solving problems in constituency and social interaction takes their most of the time. 

2. The second reason is that the committee chair’s supervisory role has not proved to be effective. All the 

committees are under the overall control of presiding officers. So far no mechanism for a regular assessment 

of the performance of the committee has been put in place. 

Way forward- 

Though it is desirable that all or most of the bills should undergo scrutiny from the standing committees, there is need 

to overhaul and reform the standing committees so that they work effectively and efficiently. 

 Standing committees should be periodically reviewed. They can elicit public views and call specialist advisors. They 

may finalize the second reading stage in the Committee. 

 If the chairman of the Rajya Sabha and the Speaker of the Lok Sabha meet the chairmen of committees at least 

once or twice in two months to discuss issues related to the committees, there will be a significant improvement in 

their functioning. 

 Meetings of the standing committees with certain exception be made public to increase their accountability. 

 Only those bills where time constraints do not allow it to pass to standing committee should be allowed to pass 

directly. 

Thus standing committees have important role to play in overall improvement in the functioning of the parliament and 

general governance in the country.  

 

Q) What’s the difference between laws and rules? It is said that in India, rulemaking to 

implement laws suffers from certain problems. What are these problems? In the light of 

these problems, discuss if rulemaking process needs overhauling. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Difference between laws and rules- 

 Laws are ideas and the details of their implementation come through rules. It is the implementation of the law that 

tests its effectiveness in addressing problems on the ground. Poor implementation will make even the greatest law 

ineffective. 

 Rules framed by the government are used to operationalize laws. These rules provide the nuts and bolts of the law 

and prescribe how people engage with it on a daily basis. The rules made by the government are therefore as 

important as the law enacted by Parliament. 

Law making by Parliament is the first step in addressing gaps in our legal system. However, rulemaking to implement 

laws suffers from following problems. 

Problems- 

 A law made by Parliament cannot be administered if the government does not frame the rules. The recent example 

of this is the Benami Transactions Act. Enacted in 1988, this law gave the government power to confiscate benami 

properties. For more than 25 years, such properties were immune from seizure in the absence of framing of relevant 

rules under the law by the government. Even today, there is no information about the complete, partial, or zero 

implementation of a law in the absence of rules being framed. 

 Lack of citizen and expert voices in the rulemaking process. Public consultation and feedback can identify potential 

pitfalls in the implementation of law. However, only a handful of laws made have required inviting of public 

feedback on rules. The government also does not have a consistent mechanism for soliciting feedback while making 

rules. 
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 Severely limited resources of Parliament to scrutinise rulemaking by the government. Last year, approximately 

1,200 rules under different laws were made. Parliament has only two committees to examine these rules. Besides 

the sheer volume of work, their task is further complicated because they have to review technical rules made under 

various laws. 

 Vague and ambiguous rules lead to the poor implementation of the law. Such conditions also give rise to the 

different interpretations of the same rule and discretionary powers to the concerned authorities. 

More than a thousand laws are operational in our country. Our rulemaking process needs overhauling to ensure 

consistency between the intent of Parliament while making laws, and implementation of these laws through rules by the 

government. Several recommendations have been made to address issues related to the rulemaking process. 

What should be done? 

 Parliament has recommended that government should make rules within six months of a law being passed. For the 

government to adhere to this timeline, it suggested that the process of rulemaking should start in parallel with the 

drafting of the law. Implementation of these recommendations will ensure that the government cannot bypass the 

will of Parliament and is forced to implement all laws. 

 To ensure scrutiny of rulemaking by Parliament, the government should be required to make regular statements 

before Parliament regarding the status of framing and operationalizing rules under various laws. 

 In 2014, the Committee of Secretaries under the chairmanship of the Cabinet Secretary recommended that all new 

principal laws should contain a provision for publishing draft rules. 

 Parliament has 24 subject-specific committees which scrutinize laws. These committees also oversee the work of 

different ministries. The rules of Parliament should be updated so that instead of two committees, these 24 

committees are empowered to review rules made by the ministries. Given their focus on overseeing specific 

technical and sectoral matters related to various ministries, such a change will bring much-needed rigour to the 

scrutiny of rules by Parliament. 

Conclusion- 

The government must recognize that getting a law approved by Parliament is only half the battle won. The law merely 

provides the framework for a solution. To effectively implement it, the government will have to draft detailed rules. 

  

Topic:  Powers, functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies 

Q) Why did India the concept of universal adult suffrage? Has it succeeded? Discuss the 

role of Election Commission in implementing universal adult suffrage concept. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Universal Adult Suffrage has been cornerstone of election process in India since its inception. Indian constitutional 

makers adopted this concept at the time when India had low literacy, factional issues and its condition was politically 

instable. Despite this Election Commission of India has achieved the major fit of conducting elections for all adult 

population. 

Why did India adopt the concept of Universal Adult suffrage (UAS) 

 Adult suffrage had been one of the rallying cries of the freedom movement for around three decades preceding the 

drafting of the Constitution. 

 British made the use of limited franchise specifically to minimize their responsibilities to which nationalist leaders 

objected strongly. 

 Indian nationalist leaders truly believed in the concept that all human are born equal and they have certain rights 

just on account of being human irrespective of their nationalities. 

 Indian constitution makers were aware that limited adult suffrage would exclude the under-privileged and 

marginalized sections of the society to whom it is most needed. UAS makes government accountable and 

responsible to all citizens and compels them to work for all. 
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 Alladi Krishnaswamy Iyer of the constituent assembly said in November 1949, “the Assembly has adopted the 

principle of adult franchise with an abundant faith in the common man and the ultimate success of democratic rule 

and in the full belief that the introduction of democratic government on the basis of adult suffrage will bring 

enlightenment and promote the well-being, the standard of life, the comfort and the decent living of the common 

man. The principle of adult suffrage was adopted in no lighthearted mood but with the full realisation of its 

implications.” 

Has it succeeded? 

Though there are less quantifiable data to evaluate the success of UAS, its success is clearly visible in- 

 Voter’s participation- the voter’s participation is gradually increasing and the current Loksabha elections witnessed 

one of the highest participation of voters. 

 Political literacy at ground level- political literacy of poor and marginalized is increasing and is being witnessed in 

their demand for rights and welfare. 

 Women empowerment- the women’s participation both in voters and as political leaders is increasing. In fact 

women leaders form the one third proportion of total at the Panchayat level. 

 Rights to minorities and backward- UAS has preserved, protected and nurtured the political, cultural and socio-

economic rights of the minorities and backward communities of India. 

 Quest for good governance- UAS plays instrumental role in rising the standard of governance and making political 

leaders more accountable to the people. 

Role of Election commission in implementing the universal adult suffrage- 

The role of election commission has been critical in realizing the concept of Universal Adult Suffrage. 

 Election commission in the initial period managed the herculean task with the low funds and shortage of human 

resource. 

 Conducting The Great Indian Election: It has managed the mammoth logistics associated with conducting 

elections with universal adult franchise. 

 Free and Fair Elections: Vital for instilling and retaining faith in universal adult franchise. EC has been able to 

so through Moral Code of Conduct and efficient administration. 

 Protecting the voter: Anonymity on choice of voter is vital and EC has been able to manage that. 

 Spreading Awareness: Has been taking timely and painstaking efforts to ensure that citizens understand the 

importance of voting. 

 

Q) What is voter-verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) machine? Should the Election 

Commission go with VVPAT for the 2019 Lok Sabha election? Critically examine. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The Election Commission recently received a memorandum from 16 political parties demanding that the paper ballot 

system be reintroduced for greater transparency during elections.  

What are VVPAT machines? 

The Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail is a method that provides feedback to voters. It is an independent verification 

printer machine and is attached to electronic voting machines. It allows voters to verify if their vote has gone to the 

intended candidate. 

How a VVPAT unit works 

VVPAT device functions like a printer attached to the ballot unit and kept inside the voting compartment. When the 

voter presses the button against the name of the candidate of her/his choice on the EVM unit, the VVPAT unit generates 

a paper slip, also called ‘ballot slip’. This paper slip contains the name, serial number, and symbol of the chosen 

candidate. The voter can see this slip through a screened window where it stays for seven seconds and then it 
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automatically gets cut and falls into a sealed drop box. Thus, the ballot slip neither goes into the hands of the voter nor 

others get to see it. The Ballot Slip can only be accessed by the polling officers in the rarest of the rare cases. 

Benefit of VVPAT 

The use of VVPAT gives the voter an opportunity to challenge her/his vote on the basis of the paper receipt for the first 

time. As per a new rule, the booth presiding officer has to record the dissent of the vote, which needs to be taken into 

account at the time of counting. 

Reasons why Election Commission should go with VVPAT for 2019 Loksabha election? 

 Cross Verification for voters: The voter shall be assured that his vote has gone to the party desired. 

 End Political Bickering: This will put to rest the alleged claims of those parties that allege that EVMs are not 

full -proof. 

 Instil the faith in EC– all the doubts of political parties can be resolved by adopting the VVPAT machines thereby 

instilling the faith in the EC. 

 Security: VVPATs can act as an additional means to ensure that voting system is in order and is not tampered. 

Even if any party tries to tamper the EVMs, it would be easy to detect. 

 Transparency and accountability– addition of the VVPAT machine to the process is to allow for cross-

checking of EVM results through a paper audit, completing another layer of accountability to the indigenously 

produced machines  

In the face of extreme and unreasonable complaints against Electronic Voting Machines by a number of political parties, 

the Election Commission perhaps had no choice but to have the working of the machines corroborated by a paper audit 

trail. 

Some apprehensions- 

 Lack of funds- Election Commission of India is running short of funds to adopt the VVPAT machines in the next 

general election. As many as 16 lakh VVPAT machines will be required and only an urgent release of funds will 

allow the machines to be ready in time for 2019. 

 The adopting VVPAT system in absolute manner could result into wastage of huge quantity of paper. At the best, it 

should be adopted for specific constituencies to verify the authenticity of the EVMs. 

Conclusion- 

Studies show the introduction of EVMs has resulted in a drastic reduction in electoral fraud (rigging, stuffing of ballot 

boxes, etc.) and allowed for greater voter participation. Since reverting to the older paper ballot system will be regressive, 

the only option in the face of the protests is to have a back-up in the form of a paper trail — something that will hopefully 

put a quietus to the controversy. 

 

Topic:  Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act 

Q) What do you understand by a recall election? Do you think Indians should have right 

to recall? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Recall election- 

A recall election is a procedure by which voters can remove an elected official from office through a direct vote before 

their term has ended. Recalls, which are initiated when sufficient voters sign a petition, have a history dating back to the 

ancient Athenian democracy and are a feature of several contemporary constitutions. In indirect or representative 

democracy people’s representatives are elected and these representatives rule for a specific period of time. But if any 

representative is not properly discharging their responsibilities, then they can be called back with the written request of 

specific number of voters. 

Points in favor of adopting recall election- 

 Real Control of the masses over the representatives: The people can exercise their sovereign power only when they 

are given the right to recall their elected representatives, if they fail to perform their responsibilities in a proper 
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manner. If the people are not given the right to recall their representatives, they are apt to act arbitrarily and the 

people will have no control whatsoever over their elected representatives. 

 This system is a symbol of direct democracy: Recall is the best system of the preservation of direct democracy. If 

the people have no control over their elected representatives or officials, democracy will become meaningless and 

the representatives and the officials will act arbitrarily. 

 A good method to root out political corruption: In democracy it is generally seen that the ministers become corrupt 

and they favour their relatives and friends. Through the system of recall, they will be under the control of the people. 

For fear of recall, they will hesitate to do any undesirable thing. The ministers indulge in corrupt practices because 

the people have no control over them. 

 Process of right to recall would curb tendencies of politicization of criminals and criminalization of politics. 

Being a developing country India needs a Good governance structure for its progress and to provide good governance 

the elected representatives must deliver their responsibility at par with citizen’s expectations. 

Points against adopting recall election- 

 It would impede the decision making power of legislator and curtail their independence and autonomy of elected 

representatives as they would hesitate to take decisions on account of fear of decision going wrong. 

 Experience tells that it has been primarily misused as a tool in the hands of the dominant castes against candidates 

belonging to the weaker sections, and women. 

 It would only add to the instability of governments, by empowering not those who win elections, but those who 

lose. 

 Conducting by-elections round the year (whenever vacancy is created due to recall) would require large human 

resource and huge funding with ECI. 

Way forward- 

With a society so deeply-embedded in castes, sub-castes, religions and sects, the idea of not waiting for five years for the 

next election and bringing in recall at the drop of a hat, would eventually amount to undermining the very essence of 

Indian democracy. Although idea of introducing concept of right to recall has noble intent, it should be introduced only 

with adequate safeguards and when political loyalties of the people would rise above the caste, religion and gender. 

 

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation 

Q) Recently, the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh approved a write-off on outstanding 

farmer loans of up to Rs. 1 lakh taken before March 31, 2016. Critically discuss 

implications and economic viability of such farm loan waivers. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Indian Agriculture is facing tough stage and several parts of India are gripped in agrarian crisis. Majority of Indian 

agriculture is still dependent on the monsoon rains and is badly hit by the vagaries of nature. To mitigate the impact of 

agrarian distress, central and state governments are taking various steps. One of the steps is waiving the farm loan which 

has been hailed by some sections of society while simultaneously criticized by many of others. 

Positive implications- 

 It will provide sufficient cushion to farmers against unpredictable rains, unusual weather and below expectation 

production. 

 The move may reduce the farmer’s suicides which have assumed alarming proportions in some of the states. 

 The waiver could enhance the capabilities of farmers to start clean and boost production outcomes in coming years. 

 This could arrest the distressed migration of farmers from rural areas to cities. 

Having considered benefits of the loan waiver, it should be taken into account that such waivers have serious 

implications on economy and their economic viability itself is under question because- 
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 Such moves could increase the tendencies of violating credit discipline and reduce the possibilities of repaying 

loans among farmers. 

 It will set negative trend as politician will promise more farm loan waiver and farmers also will envisage the same 

and will not pay their loans. 

 Banks would become wary of extending loans to farmers in the wake of providing loan waivers to farmers by 

governments. So, the next time a defaulting farmer applies for a loan, he may face delay in sanctions, high collateral 

requirements, reduction of quantum of loans, lengthy and complex documentation requests, etc. 

 This move would pressurize and compel the other states to adopt such populist measures in the wake of excited 

public mood. 

 With the government repaying loans to banks on behalf of farmers, its expenditure books get bloated. This in turn 

affects the finances of the government, thus increasing its fiscal deficit. 

 Many marginal and small farmers often avail informal credits, so this move may not help them at all. 

 The farm loan waiver may decrease the amount appropriated for other developmental schemes resulting in skewed 

allotment. The funds which could have been used to meet the long-term infrastructure and development needs of 

the state are diverted to repay the loans of farmers. This will affect the progress of the state which resorted to farm 

loan waivers. 

 The regular loan waivers for farmers would impede their capacity to be self-independent and strive for better 

agricultural outputs. 

Way forward- 

The solutions like farm loan waiver are short sighted and in no way tackles the root cause of agricultural distress. Loan 

waivers are great palliatives, but can’t tackle the underlying problems.  In India, agriculture remains highly regulated, 

with inadequate linkages to markets, and opaque and unscientific pricing. And farmers lack access to and expertise in 

risk management tools and techniques that can help them deal with the vagaries of nature and market shocks. The crisis 

for Indian farmer is that he or she is not in control of the produce, unlike other businesses, and is dependent on cartel 

of traders to fetch a decent price. The cartel makes money in case of good or bad crop season as their margins remain 

intact. In fact, in case of a crop failure the trader profit margin rises whereas the farmer is in distress without 

remunerative price. 

Government would have to relook into all the aspects of agriculture like seed procurement, availability of fertilizers, 

irrigation facilities, market access, and better prices for produce that impedes the progress of farmer. Thus government 

should work towards reforming the whole structure of agriculture rather than offering the dole to farmers and thereby 

making them dependent on the mercy of government. 

 

Q) “The idea behind the extensive push for Aadhaar does not seem to be addressing the 

real issues confronting people, that of hunger and deprivation, but mapping them for some 

intangible purposes.” Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Frontline 

Introduction- 

The Aadhar is the Unique Identity of All Indians, backed by the Aadhar Act 2016. Aadhar is made mandatory for availing 

the benefits of various social security benefits. 

Aadhar is being made compulsory with the following objecives- 

 Elimination of bogus beneficiaries (about 14 crore ghost people were eliminated after introducing Aadhar based 

DBT in LPG subsidy). 

 Aadhar is also aimed at targeting the beneficiaries effectively and efficiently. 

 Aadhar along with Jan Dhan and Mobile (JAM trinity) could prove as potent weapon against mal-administration, 

corruption and diversion. 
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However in many cases mechanical insistence of Aadhar is proving to be counter-productive- 

 In a country rated very low in the hunger index, struggling to achieve zero infant and maternal mortality, and with 

a high rate of wasting and stunting in children in the zero to five cohort, the insistence on an Aadhaar number for 

those in need of supplementary nutrition sounds absurd. 

 Pregnant and lactating women were required to give an undertaking that they were not availing themselves of 

services or benefits from any other anganwadi centre. 

 Even children up to the age of six were required to have an Aadhaar number or a copy of his/her request and the 

parent required to give an undertaking that the child was residing with him or her and that they were not availing 

themselves of the services or benefits for the child from any other anganwadi centres. 

 Rather than put in place robust measures to ensure that supplementary nutrition was made universally available 

to all pregnant women, lactating mothers and children under five without any conditions whatsoever given the 

pathetic health indices, the government, through its notifications, was making Aadhar a precondition for availing 

themselves of such basic forms of nutrition. 

Conclusion- 

Government’s good intentions behind making Aadhar compulsory may turn into bad results if implemented without 

purpose. The rights of citizens to avail basic health and educational services should take precedence over government’s 

blind insistence of having Aadhar. 

 

Q) Should water be privatised? Critically discuss issues involved. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:– 

 Water privatization stands for private sector participation in the provision of water services and sanitation. Private 

sector participation in water supply and sanitation is controversial. Proponents of private sector participation argue that 

it has led to improvements in the efficiency and service quality of utilities. It is argued that it has increased investment 

and has contributed to expanded access. They cite Manila, Guayaquil in Ecuador, Bucharest, several cities 

in Colombia and Morocco, as well as Côte d’Ivoire and Senegal as success stories. Critics however, contend that private 

sector participation led to tariff increases and has turned a public good into a private good. Many believe that the 

privatization of water is incompatible with ensuring the international human right to water. Aborted privatizations 

in Cochabamba, Bolivia, and Dar es-Salaam, Tanzania, as well as privately managed water systems in Jakarta and Berlin 

are highlighted as failures. Water privatization in Buenos Aires, Argentina and in England is cited by both supporters 

and opponents, each emphasizing different aspects of these cases. Statistical studies comparing public and private 

utilities show little difference in performance between them. 

What Are the Pros of Water Privatization? 

 It can help to improve the overall water supply. 

The most dangerous thing that people consume every day is water. Billions of people every year drink water that is 

contaminated and puts their health at risk. Through water privatization, better water would be achieved for many 

communities because profitability would be in clean water and not dirty water. 

 It would make systems more efficient. 

Profitability dictates that a system be as efficient as possible so that it can be as profitable as possible. In the world 

of water distribution, this would mean that more people would receive their water in a more efficient manner and 

that would limit the ability of the water to be contaminated within the system. 

 It could reduce mortality rates.  

Most nations are committed to increasing their population’s access applies and this naturally reduces child 

mortality rates. By releasing the water supply to a profitable business venture, people have more of a guarantee 

that their water will be clean or have a monetary source of damages if they are given dirty water. 

 It saves municipalities time and money.  

The city of Chicago has privatized more than 40 city services in the past decade and this has generated more than 

$3 billion in upfront payments from corporations to be able to lease any assets. Although small communities are 
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going to see this kind of cash upfront, it shows the possibility of how profitable up water privatization venture could 

be. 

 It reduces public sector risks.  

By transferring the responsibilities of water distribution to the private sector, the public sector reduces their 

amount of Worker’s Compensation risk that must be assumed and this benefits the taxpayer on the back end of 

their fees. 

 It allows for specialized services to be provided through specialized utilities.  

Instead of placing state workers into a job that they may not be fully knowledgeable about, a for-profit business 

would be able to bring in specialized employees who can provide a higher level of care to the water systems that are 

already in place. Starting from the water source, and ending at the user’s tap, a better overall product comes about 

thanks to the added expertise that is present throughout the entire chain of custody. 

What Are the Cons of Water Privatization? 

 It could limit who actually receives water.  

Many the consumption of water as a basic human right. Without water, humans are unable to survive. By making 

the system of water in a community about profit instead of about meeting needs, it would reduce public 

accountability and could ultimately affect the quality of water that is being received. 

 Low income individuals could be without water.  

In a system of water privatization, those who can pay for the water are going to get it. Those who are unable to pay 

for the water and can’t find public assistance will be without water. This would create underserved communities 

and ultimately a new class of citizen in every community and put their lives at risk. 

 It could lead to higher rates and lower service.  

Water privatization has been tried in several communities in the past. These communities have had to reclaim the 

water systems to make them public services once again because of the poor water quality and lack of customer 

service that was achieved. Many communities also have complained about the rate hikes that have occurred when 

water privatization has occurred. 

 National companies don’t have a stake in local issues.  

That of hiring people who have local knowledge about water privatization systems, national companies look to the 

most affordable labor possible that can be as efficient as possible. This creates a system of management that puts 

the company first, profit second, and the environment and the people living in the community behind all of that. 

 There is no overall accountability in the quality of services provided.  

Time after time, privatizing public sector has resulted in cost overruns and increased cost because no accountability 

has been placed on the private institution. Before any government agency decides to hire an outside contractor to 

work for a privatized utility, it is important to study how cost-effective hiring outside of the public sector would be. 

Most government agencies find that it’s less expensive to use state workers for service instead of outside 

contractors. 

Indian Case:- 

 Within a decade, however, the private sector participation projects in the water sector shot up to more than 300. 

As per the database maintained by Manthan Adhyan Kendra, a centre set up to research, analyse and monitor water 

and energy issues, Maharashtra has the maximum number (48 projects) of privatised water followed by Karnataka 

(26 projects), Tamil Nadu (25 projects), Delhi (20 projects), Rajasthan (17 projects) and Andhra Pradesh (15 

projects). 

 More than 70 percent of the projects are under various stages of implementation and still need to be evaluated. As 

per a study titled Water: The market of the futureby RobecoSAM AG, the global business opportunities related to 

the water sector are expected to reach one trillion US dollars by 2025. 

 In 2012, the municipal body in Nagpur handed over its water supply to a subsidiary of the French water 

corporation, Veolia, for 25 years. Since then, the project has seen allegations of corruption, four increases in water 

tariffs, cost overruns, and delays in plugging leaks. The municipal body’s financial losses from water works has 

reportedly increased by Rs 60 crore per annum, leading to demands, from both opposition parties and the local 

community, for the ouster of the private player. 
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 India is currently on track in terms of the Millennium Development Goals target for sustainable access to clean 

drinking water. Under a system of publicly owned and controlled water utilities, the proportion of urban 

households with access to clean water sources has increased from 87% in 1990 to 95.3% in 2012. A staggering 65 

million people live in urban slums in India, and any reversal of gains made so far in terms of access to water will 

also hit the modest gains in health, education and gender parity among the urban poor. 

Conclusion:- 

Food and Water Watch, a champion for healthy food and clean water for all, reviewed 18 communities across the US 

that reclaimed public management of water or sewer services and found that public operation was an average of one-

fifth cheaper than private operation. The study concluded that a municipality typically saves 21 cents on every dollar by 

returning their water systems to public hands. 

A report by the Transnational Institute (TNI), Public Services International Research Unit (PSRU) and 

the Multinational Observatory, a prime international research and advocacy organisation working on international 

water and other social development issues suggests that 180 cities and communities in 35 countries across the globe 

have “remunicipalised” their water systems in the last 15 years. Remunicipalisation is defined as the transfer of water 

services from private companies to municipal authorities. It is a way to show that the public sector can outperform the 

private sector and can be an efficient water provider anywhere in the world. 

 

Q) Discuss critically how cow-slaughter ban affects various stakeholders. (200 Words) 

Down to Earth 

Introduction:- 

 Cattle slaughter in India is a historically taboo subject because of the cow’s traditional status as a respected creature of 

God in Hinduism. Dairy products are extensively used in Hindu culture and are one of the most essential nutritional 

components of Hindu meals. Article 48 of the Constitution of India mandates the state to prohibit the slaughter of cows 

and calves and other milch and draught cattle. On October 26, 2005, the Supreme Court of India, in a landmark 

judgement upheld the constitutional validity of anti-cow slaughter laws enacted by different state governments in 

India. 24 out of 29 states in India currently have various regulations prohibiting either the slaughter or sale of 

cows. Kerala, West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim are the states 

where there are no restrictions on cow slaughter. 

There are various stakeholders involved in the process and the ban has affected them in various ways: 

Cow and milch animals 

Cattle rearers /farmers 

Supply chain network/middlemen 

Slaughter houses 

Their customers: Food processing units, 

Tanneries, Leather industry, Food Outlets, 

Meat retailers 

Common man 

Impact of cow slaughter:- 

 It would directly impact the livelihoods of millions of people involved in this industry ,who would loose jobs and 

would have difficulties in finding new job as most of them are unskilled. 

 Heavy impact on other industries which depend on cow meat as raw materials such as food processing industry, 

leather and footwear industry etc. which would be affected by lower supply in market and since most of these are 

MSME’s and informal sector, the effect would trickle down to the economy as a whole and would discourage 

investment and modernisation of the sectors which bring huge amount of forex through exports. 

 Farmers will be affected directly as they wouldn’t be able to supplement their income by selling of non productive 

milch cattle ,which they cannot sustain and thus the increased stray cattle population could further distress the 

farmer. 
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 The lower strata of society which earlier depended on much cheaper beef meat for food had to bear the cost of ban 

and would be forced to change their food habits. 

 Thus, lower focus on cattle processing sector would lead to under-development of cattle care technologies and 

would also lead to increase in stray cattle population. 

 The state is reflecting its majoritarian face by divorcing accountability and legitimacy. this is due to fringe elements 

taking charge of law and getting protection by the very law. Also there is loss of revenue of meat export. 

 Polarization and a sense of hatred is being perpetrated in society. Resorting to violence is one manifestation of this. 

Bringing religion at society level only divides. So society is at loss because the communal fabric is being disrupted. 

The cases like Dadri lynching are indications of it. 

 People who are well versed with illegal and underground marketing can take advantage of the situation and create 

black market which will be even more difficult to regulate. The incidences of cattle smuggling can be seen. 

 

Conclusion :- 

In order to protect the religious sentiments of a particular sections of society an altogether ban can’t be justified owing 

to the fact that over 70 % of Indian population is non vegetarian and such blanket ban will hugely affect all stakeholders. 

Its better to find out ways through consultation and a regulation is always better than complete ban. 
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Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health 

Q) What are the salient features of the Treatment of Terminally Ill Patients Bill, 2016? 

Discuss the significance of this Bill to the euthanasia debate. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The Medical Treatment of Terminally Ill Patients Bill 2016 has sparked the widespread debate over euthanasia. The bill 

is considered as logical step over passive euthanasia and legalizes assisted suicide for patients with their consent. 

Salient features of the bill- 

 The bill recognizes the right of patient to die with dignity. 

 Bill recognizes the validity of advance medical directives by terminally-ill patients, which physicians will be bound 

to respect while treating them.  

 Bill recognizes the right of terminally-ill patients to withhold and refuse medical treatment, and to express their 

desire to a medical practitioner to assist them in committing suicide. 

 Bill does not permit active euthanasia. Once the practitioner is satisfied that the patient is competent and has taken 

an informed decision, the decision will be confirmed by a panel of three independent medical practitioners.  

 Every competent patient (including minors above the age of 16 years) will have the right to decide and request the 

medical practitioner to withhold, withdraw, or continue medical treatment in case of a terminal illness. In case of 

minors above 16 years, the consent of the parent and the major spouse will also be required. 

 Bill gives protection to patients and doctors from any liability for withholding medical treatment and states that 

palliative care (pain management) can continue. 

Concerns- 

 The ‘terminal illness’ is defined as a persistent and irreversible vegetative condition under which it is not possible 

for the patient to lead a “meaningful life”. The use of this subjective phrase would require second parties to decide 

whether a person in a permanent vegetative state is living a life that is meaningful. Persons with disabilities, in 

particular, are likely to be disadvantaged by such an understanding of “terminal illness”.  

 It also gives rise to the practical question of how a person in a permanent vegetative state will be able to self-

administer the lethal dosage of drugs to commit suicide. 

 In the case of incompetent patients, or competent patients who have not taken an informed decision about their 

medical treatment, the Bill lays down a lengthy and cumbersome process before any action can be taken for the 

cessation of life. Once the medical practitioner and independent panel are satisfied that euthanasia is medically 

advisable, permission would have to be sought from the High Court. The practitioner would then have to receive 

clearance from the Medical Council of India (MCI). 

 Child rights activists are concerned that how child between 16 to 18 years would be able to take important decision 

about life and death. 

Significance of the bill to the euthanasia debate- 

 The Supreme Court in Aruna Shanbaug case and Gian Kaur case had stated that assisted suicide was illegal 

because of absence of law permitting it. Further it stated that assisted suicide could be legalized if legislation is 

passes by parliament to that effect. Thus current bill is in line with the Supreme Court’s judgement of assisted 

suicide. 

 Already in India passive euthanasia was allowed. That is withdrawing the life-saving drug treatment from the 

patient. The current bill goes one step ahead in inducing assisted suicide with the consent of the patient. However 

it does not permit active euthanasia in which lethal, life threatening drug is administered to patient to end the life. 

The activists supporting euthanasia have hailed the bill as step in right direction. The bill has sparked the debate 

over euthanasia, patient autonomy and the interests of the state in preserving the life of persons is currently playing 

out in various fora, including the courts and the executive. 
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 At the same time ethical concerns are raised over allowing patients to end their life with medically assisted methods. 

The debates are also high on the issue of misuse of the provision of the law by people with vested interests around 

the patient. 

Conclusion- 

Although bill raises many concerns, effective implementation would reduce the misuse of the provisions. In a 

conservative country like India, bill stands as bold step in recognizing the right of patient to die with dignity.    

 

Q) What do you understand by continuous and comprehensive evaluation and no-

detention policy? Do you think current no-detention policy will help bring reforms in 

school education in India? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE)- 

 Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) refers to a system of school-based evaluation of students that 

covers all aspects of students’ development. It is a developmental process of assessment which emphasizes on two 

fold objectives. These objectives are continuity in evaluation and assessment of broad based learning 

and behaviourial outcomes on the other. 

 In this scheme the term `continuous’ is meant to emphasize that evaluation of identified aspects of students’ 

`growth and development’ is a continuous process rather than an event, built into the total teaching-learning 

process and spread over the entire span of academic. It means regularity of assessment, frequency of unit testing, 

diagnosis of learning gaps, use of corrective measures, retesting and for their self-evaluation. 

 The second term `comprehensive’ means that the scheme attempts to cover both the scholastic and the scholastic 

aspects of students’ growth and development 

 Continuous and comprehensive evaluation was a process of assessment, mandated by the Right to Education Act, 

of India. As a part of this new system, student’s marks will be replaced by grades which will be evaluated through 

a series of curricular and extra-curricular evaluations along with academics. The aim is to decrease the workload 

on the student by means of continuous evaluation by taking number of small tests throughout the year in place of 

single test at the end of the academic program. Only Grades are awarded to students based on work experience 

skills, dexterity, innovation, steadiness, teamwork, public speaking, behavior, etc. to evaluate and present an 

overall measure of the student’s ability. This helps the students who are not good in academics to show their talent 

in other fields such as arts, humanities, sports, music, athletics, and also helps to motivate the students who have 

a thirst of knowledge. 

No Detention Policy (NDP)- 

 Section 16 of the RTE Act categorically lays down that “No child admitted in a school shall be held back in any class 

or expelled from the school till the completion of elementary education.” Under this policy, the students up to class 

VIII are automatically promoted to the next class without being held back even if they do not get a passing grade. 

Demerits of NDP- 

 Policy led to students developing a lackadaisical attitude towards their studies. It was also seen that the parents 

also didn’t bother as their children cannot be held back in the class. This system makes no difference between good 

and bad students. 

 Several studies have showed that learning outcome in schools have been poor over years. The fact that the students 

will be promoted to the next class up till 8 is making them carefree and they have developed an easy going attitude. 

They don’t study as there is no fear of failing in them. The students are kept at the same parameter because even if 

don’t work hard they will be promoted to the next class. 

 Teachers especially resent this policy as it takes away the power they have over their students. The teachers cannot 

hold back or expel the weak students. A large number of teachers have reported that some of the students don’t 

even come for the exams as there is no fear of repeating the class. The efforts of the teachers go in vain as the 

students don’t come to schools and even if they come, they don’t pay attention in class or even worse, they disturb 

the teaching environment of the class. 
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 This situation is promoting the idea of coaching classes. The students who don’t pay attention in classes go to the 

coaching classes to get the passing grade in the Board examinations. 

 The students also lose out on a chance to develop better. Repeating a class gives them another chance to understand 

the syllabus better which is taken away from them when they don’t repeat the class. The student, their parents, 

their teachers don’t know where the student stands. 

Merits of NDP- 

 Making a student repeat a grade adds to mental stress, lowers their self-esteem, and could cause them to drop out 

altogether. Examinations are often used for eliminating children who obtain poor marks. Compelling a child to 

repeat a class is demotivating and discouraging. 

 They are welcome change to the exam-centric education culture prevailed in India. The no-detention policy 

embraces the concept of equity especially for children from low-income groups and girls. High repetition and high 

dropout rates have been a major issue since the 1990s. The NDP seeks to address that concern. 

 The new system has the best potential to improve quality, rather than punishment, fear of failure and detention. 

Again as stated in article 13, every child has the same potential for learning. In most of the cases, it is the inadequacy 

of the educational system that accounts for the failure of the child. So instead of punishing the child with detention 

we should address the improvement of the quality of the system. 

There is a common misconception that no-detention means no assessment. CCE is the assessment system under RTE 

and it should go hand in hand with no-detention policy. CCE allows for assessment of students on non-cognitive and 

non-academic areas of learning. Here a child need not be failed just because of non-performance on a narrowly defined 

and rigid set of indicators. There is lack of awareness regarding the implementation of CCE. The failure of 

implementation process is equated with failure of policy itself. The CCE failed to take off in most schools due to lack of 

basic capacity and awareness. In the absence of CCE, a no-detention policy has no meaning. There are also assumptions 

that students can only learn under the threat of failure. As long as there are such beliefs, the groundwork for reforms 

will not be ready. The failure of a child is the failure of the system as a whole, rather than that of the child. Instead of 

proposing the changes in the learning process, we are victimising the children. We often tend to expel the students on 

grounds of deviant and aberrant behavior, which we apprehend, would influence and affect other children. But expulsion 

signifies the refusal of the system to serve the child. The notion of “expulsion” is not compatible with the concept of 

“right”. In no civilized nation do we find the policy of “expulsion” in effect to deal with the students of elementary schools. 

If such tender aged (6-14 years) children engage into activities violating the rules and discipline of the school, the system 

has to take the responsibility. The system should address the child differently, through counseling, by providing different 

curricular and co-curricular activities which enable the child to develop self-awareness, changing his behavioral pattern. 

Another reason to implement the no detention policy is to free the students from the pressure and fear of examination 

and give them a stress free academic environment and childhood.  

Way forward to bring reforms in school education- 

 The ‘no detention policy’ along with the CCE is in itself good but has failed to deliver because our country lacks the 

infrastructural support and awareness on the part of the guardians needed for the successful implementation of 

the policy. For both the policies to be implemented, a healthy teacher-taught ratio is necessary. The CCE has 

become a farce in schools where the teacher-student ratio ranges from 1:50 to 1:120. 

 Again pedagogically, the no detention policy is effective if the teacher is professionally equipped, committed, works 

in a conducive environment, and is not over-burdened. Then she/he should be in a position to assess individual 

learning needs, appreciate individual differences and be committed to provide remedial inputs to each learner as 

per his or her requirements. The teacher should be also responsible to ensure that at no stage does the learner come 

under undue stress. But it is futile to expect this from the teachers who are not only burdened with hugely populated 

classes but also have to participate in election duties, census or sample surveys. 

 It was an ill-conceived decision to introduce the no detention policy without taking into account its feasibility and, 

hence, it is destined to fall flat. Until the desired pupil-teacher ratio is achieved, it is unreasonable to expect CCE 

and NDP to succeed. Other factor responsible for poor learning outcomes is the lack of trained teachers. Lack of 

training has caused the confusion among the teachers on what their role is in implementation of CCE guidelines. 

Teacher training must be revised in line with the requirements of CCE. Instead of strengthening the foundation to 

implement the reforms, bringing back the old pass-fail system threatens to undermine the egalitarian promise of 

the RTE. Therefore, the following are some suggestions for smooth functioning of the No Detention Policy and 

CCE:- 
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1) The student- teacher ratio in the class should be kept to manageable limits. 

2) Regular orientation and training of the in-service teachers should be done to acquaint them with the principles 

and strategies of the policy needed for its successful implementation. 

3) Parents’ awareness should be generated. 

4) Special training for the weaker students and the late entrants should be there to make them at par with the 

academic level required to be in a particular class. 

5) Value education should be imparted among the students. 

6) Teaching-learning process should be made more attractive and joyful so as to arrest the attention of the students. 

7) Funding and resource allocation should be increased. 

Conclusion- 

On the basis of the discussion above, we may conclude that the no detention policy might be aiming to ensure universal 

enrolment and retention but has certainly affected the quality of education and aim of education, which cannot be 

ignored. It is now high time that the controversial clause is reviewed to maintain focus on quality education. We must 

remember that mere educational qualification is not a means of social change. The real purpose of the schools should 

be to broaden the horizon of the students and not merely to offer certificates. Even with the dedicated teachers one needs 

a change of the policy to make children actually study. But revoking the policy in isolation without drastically 

overhauling the education system would only add more woes to the already overburdened lives of the poor Indian 

children. Hence, the policy should either be renovated with adequate changes to neutralize the ill effects or replaced 

with a new policy that would take a balanced approach. The prime objective should be to effect an all-round development 

of children and equipping them with life skills. 

As per the latest development the Government has now reviewed the no detention policy and the law ministry has given 

the go –ahead to HRD Ministry proposal to restrict the no-detention policy from the present class VIII to class V because 

children are getting indisciplined “as they do not have fear of failing”. 

 

Q) Examine the objectives of the Alma-Ata declaration and its significance for India. (200 

Words) 

EPW 

Introduction:- 

The Declaration of Alma-Ata was adopted at the International Conference on Primary Health 

Care (PHC), Almaty (formerly Alma-Ata), Kazakhstan (formerly Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic), 6–12 September 

1978. 

 It expressed the need for urgent action by all governments, all health and development workers, and the world 

community to protect and promote thehealth of all people. 

 It was the first international declaration underlining the importance ofprimary health care. The primary health 

care approach has since then been accepted by member countries of the World Health Organization (WHO) as the 

key to achieving the goal of “Health For All” but only in developing countries at first. This applied to all other 

countries five years later. 

The objectives of ALMA ATA declarations are as follows:- 

 Health as fundamental human right:- The Conference strongly reaffirms that health, which is a state of 

complete physical, mental and social wellbeing, and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity, is a fundamental 

human right 

 Inequality in health : The existing gross inequality in the health status of the people particularly between 

developed and developing countries as well as within countries is politically, socially and economically 

unacceptable and is, therefore, of common concern to all countries. Economic and social development, based on a 

New International Economic Order, is of basic importance to the fullest attainment of health for all and to the 

reduction of the gap between the health status of the developing and developed countries 

 Right of people in formulating policies:- The people have the right and duty to participate individually and 

collectively in the planning and implementation of their health care. 
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 Governments role:- Governments have a responsibility for the health of their people which can be fulfilled only 

by the provision of adequate health and social measures. A main social target of governments, international 

organizations and the whole world community in the coming decades should be the attainment by all peoples of 

the world by the year 2000 

 Making primary healthcare affordable:- Primary health care is essential health care based on practical, 

scientifically sound and socially acceptable methods and technology made universally accessible to individuals and 

families in the community through their full participation and at a cost that the community and country can afford 

to maintain at every stage of their development in the spirit of self-reliance and self-determination. 

 International cooperation:- All countries should cooperate in a spirit of partnership and service to ensure 

primary health care for all people since the attainment of health by people in any one country directly concerns and 

benefits every other country. 

Its importance to India can be seen on following grounds:- 

 Poor expenditure on health:- India currently spends just 1.3% of GDP on health and which is to be increased 

to 2.5% by National Health Policy 2017 recommendations. 

 India’s expensive health service: In India, health services especially allopathic are quite expensive. It hits hard 

the common man. Prices of various essential drugs have gone up. 

 

 Rural Versus Urban Divide (Inequality in healthcare facilities): While the opportunity to enter the 

market is very ripe, India still spends only around 4.2% of its national GDP towards healthcare goods and services 

(compared to 18% by the US) . Additionally, there are wide gaps between the rural and urban populations in its 

healthcare system which worsen the problem. A staggering 70% of the population still lives in rural areas and has 

no or limited access to hospitals and clinics. Consequently, the rural population mostly relies on alternative 

medicine and government program in rural health clinics. 

 Demand for Basic Primary Healthcare and Infrastructure: India faces a growing need to fix its basic 

health concerns in the areas of HIV, malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrhea. Additionally, children under five are born 

underweight and roughly 7% (compared to 0.8% in the US) of them die before their fifth birthday. Sadly, only a 

small percentage of the population has access to quality sanitation, which further exacerbates some key concerns 

above. For primary healthcare, the Indian government spends only about 30% of the country’s total healthcare 

budget. This is just a fraction of what the US and the UK spend every year. 

Conclusion:- 

Declarations like Alma Ata reminds and force countries around the world to work passionately towards goals of health 

services. India’s National Health Policies time and again tries to adhere to these principles. NHP 2002 had specifically 

accepted Alma Ata declaration. Though right to health is still a dream a good roadway is laid down by NHP 2017. 

 

Q) In its order on banning sale of liquor near National and State highways, the Supreme 

Court asserted that the proscription would cover not just retail outlets but hotels and bars 

too. Critically comment on this order. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The Supreme court verdict said that liquor vends within 500 metres of national and state highways will have to shut 

down from 1st April 2017. The verdict had come on a PIL alleging that nearly 1.42 lakh people died per year in road 

mishaps and that the drunken driving is a major contributor.   
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The court verdict:- 

 It exempted hill states of Sikkim, Meghalaya and Himachal Pradesh and areas having a population up to 20,000. 

 It further modified the 500-metre cap rule for Himachal Pradesh and local areas which are alongside highways 

with a population up to 20,000, and said that they may have liquor vends at a distance of 220 metres from the 

highways.      

 On the issue of non-extension of liquor vends’ licences beyond March 31, the apex court said the licences, which 

were given before December 15, 2016, will be valid till September 30 in the case of Telangana and the same would 

be operational till June 30 in Andhra Pradesh.      

 The court, however, did not give relief to Tamil Nadu, represented by Attorney General Mukul Rohatgi, from the 

500- metre criteria.      

 The bench said that the count’s direction that no licences for liquor vends on highways would be renewed after 

March 31 would remain effective for rest of the country.   

 It not only reiterated many of the impractical aspects of the original judgment, but went on to assert that the 

proscription would cover not just retail outlets but hotels and bars too.  

Positives of the move:- 

 It will reduce and may effectively curb drink and drive cases as most of the passenger generally drink on roadside 

hotels, bars due to their easy accessibility. 

 It may help in improving the health conditions of drivers as they are the ones who got addicted due to easy 

availability of liquore. 

However the provision of adding hotels and bars as well in existing retail outlet has made the already harsh order now 

a draconian one. 

 Retail outlets can perhaps move another 500 m with minimal expense and no great loss of clientele. But established 

hotels and clubs enjoy no such luxury. All of a sudden, what was a great advantage of location is a major 

disadvantage. 

 The order does not exempt outlets in cities and towns, where most of the consumers are local residents, nor does 

it distinguish between hotel guests and passing drivers.  

 If drunk driving along the highways is the provocation for the order, there can be no reason to cover clubs that 

serve only their members. 

 State governments face a huge loss in revenue. Smaller administrative units such as Union Territories will be the 

worst-hit.  

Conclusion:- 

Prohibition as a policy has had a history of failure. While binge-drinking is undoubtedly a health hazard with serious 

social costs, bans of the sort adopted by courts and State governments such as Bihar are counterproductive. Good 

intentions do not guarantee good outcomes. Hence there is a need to rationalize the verdict and not to adopt one size 

fits all approach. 

 

Q) In its order on banning sale of liquor near National and State highways, the Supreme 

Court asserted that the proscription would cover not just retail outlets but hotels and bars 

too. Critically comment on this order. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

In a move to reduce instances of drunk driving, recently Supreme Court passed an order banning liquor sale near 

National and State highways. Although move is welcomed by different sections of society, it has also received criticism 

from wider sections. 

Merits of such order- 

 The order may curb the incidents of drunk driving thereby reducing the road accidents which are prominent reason 

of premature deaths in India. 
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 This may also curb the incidents of assaults and wrongdoings committed by drivers under the influence of alcohol. 

 The judgement is in line with the model policy for alcoholic beverages and alcohol prepared by the Centre more 

than a decade ago, which includes in paragraph 92(2), a provision suggesting no licence for sale of liquor should 

be granted to shops within 100 metres from a state or national highway.  

Demerits of this order- 

 The ban has been criticized as judicial policy making. The judiciary seems to have ventured into legislative domain 

thereby violating the constitutional principle of separation of powers. 

 The hospitality sector would be badly hit and the order would also affect the tourism sector. 

 The order does not exempt outlets in cities and towns, where most of the consumers are local residents, nor does 

it distinguish between hotel guests and passing drivers.  It is one thing to order the closure of shops dotting the 

highways, and quite another to target establishments in cities and towns, which cannot move, and which will lose 

their clientele to others.  

 State governments face a huge loss in revenue. Smaller administrative units such as Union Territories will be the 

worst-hit. 

Conclusion- 

Though there is good intention behind the order, it may not reflect into good actions. To ensure strict implementation, 

it needs cooperation from state governments and law enforcement agencies. However within this short time some of the 

state governments have declared state highways as district or local roads thereby defeating the very purpose of the order. 

Further use of force to achieve any objective always proves counterproductive as was seen in Bihar. In Bihar after the 

liquor prohibition many people have turned to drugs which are easily available. Thus any such order to succeed social 

consensus and people’s initiatives are important which unfortunately are missing in this order. 

 

Q) An integration of HIV/AIDS interventions and primary health-care systems has taken 

place in India from 2010 onwards. Is this a right approach? If the goal of ending HIV/AIDS 

in India by 2030 is to become reality, what should India do? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:– 

 According to National AIDS Control Organization of India, the prevalence of AIDS in India in 2013 was 0.27, which is 

down from 0.41 in 2002.While the National AIDS Control Organisation estimated that 2.39 million people live with 

HIV/AIDS in India in 2008–09,a more recent investigation by the Million Death Study Collaborators in the British 

Medical Journal (2010) estimates the population to be between 1.4–1.6 million people. 

There has been a stagnating and even declining trend of HIV/AIDS international financial assistance in recent years. 

Data show that most European donor governments have reduced their financial commitments since 2012 International 

funding organizations now exert a tremendous influence on the priority of health issues in the developing world. 

An integration of HIV/AIDS interventions and primary health-care systems has taken place in India from 2010 onwards. 

For instance, six components of the National AIDS Control Programme (NACP)-III merged with the National Rural 

Health Mission (NRHM) in 2010. The integration of HIV/AIDS responses under the umbrella health system is ongoing 

in the NACP-IV; where all the service delivery units except the targeted interventions (TIs) have been set up within the 

health-care system. 

In order to ensure the sustainability of the HIV/AIDS interventions, continuous integration of HIV/AIDS programmes 

into a larger health system is required. 

The National AIDS Control Organization (NACO) has taken following key steps to prevent and control 

the HIV epidemic in the country:- 

 Revised Migrant Strategy with focus at Destination, Transit & Source and Employer-led Model to address 

vulnerabilities of migrant labour. 

 Scale up of Opioid Substitution Therapy at Public Health settings to control HIV among IDU & sensitization of law 

enforcement agencies. 
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 For elimination of HIV infections among children, lifelong ARV to HIV positive pregnant women for prevention of 

Parent to Child Transmission of HIV has been rolled out. 

 In certain pockets of high prevalence states where HIV prevalence among FSW and MSM continues to be high, 

emphasis is given to sustain the higher coverage of targeted interventions and improve the quality of outreach. 

 Scale-up of free 1st line and 2nd line Anti retroviral Treatment for People living with HIV and strengthening supply 

chain management of drugs. 

 National Helpline was launched to facilitate easy dissemination of information related to HIV/AIDS to general 

public, People Living with HIV/AIDS (PLHIV), High Risk Groups (HRG) and vulnerable population in 8 Indian 

languages. 

 Considering the fact that combination of multi-drug in a single pill is very effective, well tolerated, so once a-daily 

fixed dose regimen (FDC) has been rolled out in a single pill ARV drug among the 1st line treatment patients. 

 Mainstreaming and partnerships is recognized as a key approach in National AIDS Control Programme to facilitate 

multi-sectoral response engaging a wide range of stakeholders and optimally utilize the resource available from 

other Ministries and Department. In this regard the NACO has identified 31 key Departments/ Ministries of 

Government of India for mainstreaming. 12 such Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) has already been signed. 

A UN report showed that “India has the third largest number of people living with HIV/AIDS in the world and accounts 

for about 4 out of 10 people living with HIV/AIDS in the region”. In order to make India HIV free by 2030 still much 

has to be done on ground level:- 

 National Aids Control Program since its inception has decreased aids BY 55-57%. The role of NACO is laudable in 

this. Few steps are required in order to make the gains larger like NACP need to be integrated to NRHM till 2010. 

 Treatments like Anti Retro viral Therapy needs to be make available to larger chunk of population of HIV infected 

people 

 Progressive increase in budget allocation for health sector, from current 1.4% to 5% of GDP by 2025 against 2.5% 

as envisaged in the New Health Policy. 

 Roping in NGOs and Civil Society Organizations to undertake intensive awareness campaign to end the stigma 

attached and educating masses. 

 Strict implementation of laws pertaining to malpractices and laxity on the part of medical practitioners and doctors. 

 Integration with larger health system at location, regional national level to increase accessibility, affordability and 

sustainability. 

Conclusion:- 

Government is committed to eradicate AIDS by its provisions like empowering patients by protecting them against 

discrimination in employment, education, health services and access to insurance which are included in recent HIV 

AIDS bill and which is a promising step further. 

 

Q) Critically comment on India’s attitude towards depression and mental health. Do you 

think education system has failed to address these problems? (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Depression- 

Depression is a state of low mood and aversion to activity that can affect a person’s thoughts, behavior, feelings, 

and sense of well-being. 

People with a depressed mood may be notably sad, anxious, or empty; they may also feel notably hopeless, helpless, 

dejected, or worthless. Other symptoms expressed may include senses of guilt, irritability, or anger. Further feelings 

expressed by these individuals may include feeling ashamed, or an expressed restlessness. These individuals may 

notably lose interest in activities that they once considered pleasurable to family and/or friends, or otherwise experience 

either a loss of appetite, or overeating. Experiencing problems concentrating, remembering general facts or details, or 

otherwise making decisions and/or experiencing relationship difficulties may also be notable factors in these 

individuals’ depression, and may also lead to their attempting, or actually committing suicide. 
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Depression — and suicides resulting from it — is the second leading cause of morbidity amongst 15 to 29-year-olds 

globally. According to WHO’s report titled ‘Preventing suicides: a global imperative’- Every year, more than 8,00,000 

people die having committed suicide; many more attempt it. 

Mental health refers to the symptoms and causes of mental disorders and ways to seek the appropriate professional 

help, while evaluation of an individual’s knowledge of these is referred to as mental health literacy. 

India’s attitude towards depression and mental health- 

 It has been observed that the majority of people have negative attitudes and beliefs towards depression. 

 In our country, talking about depression is more of a taboo than talking about sex because of social stigma attached 

to it and people don’t understand the subject properly. 

 Existence of depression and mental stress is denied and overlooked. 

 In India depression and mental illness is misunderstand with the superstitious beleifs especially in the rural and 

illiterate sections. 

 Women who are more vulnerable to depression than men are hardly given proper diagnosis and treatment. 

Has education system failed to address these problems? 

Education system particularly till higher secondary level in India has largely failed to address the problems of depression 

and mental health because of the following reasons- 

 Formal education helps the development of cognitive intelligence and not the emotional abilities because it focuses 

on learning through reading and writing, language, words and not images and sound. 

 Formal education in India has no place for subjects like depression and mental healthcare in the curriculum till the 

higher secondary level. 

 There are no separate arrangements in the schools for de-stressing, minimizing the pressure bore by students. 

 Almost all the schools have no specialized teachers or experts who can handle the issues like depression and mental 

health disorders. 

However the subject is being delved into, discussed, researched and taught at higher educational level (though not in all 

branches of higher education) in India. Psychology as a field of study is being explored and efforts are being made to 

make it patient centric. The numbers of psychiatrist and psychologists are increasing through higher education in those 

fields (albeit their number is very low).  

Way forward- 

The objectives of Cinema should go beyond entertainment and should be explored to deal with the subjects like 

depression and mental health disorders. 

There should be institutional approach to be used by the government to create awareness among people and make them 

more sensitive to the people suffering from these disorders. 

Special efforts need to be made for treating the depression conditions in women and to provide them liberal, safe and 

secure environment. 

Education system in India needs to be reformed to accommodate the issues like depression, mental stress and other 

disorders related to it. Each school should have special teachers and experts who could deal with the students’ problems 

and counsel them in right direction. 

Indian parliament has recently passed ‘Mental healthcare bill 2016’, in which rights based approach has been adopted. 

The bill is in the right direction and government of India should make conscious efforts for the increase in allocation of 

funds for mental healthcare sector. 

 

Q) What are the causes of increasing cases of drug addiction in India? Examine the role 

of health professionals in addressing the issue of drug addiction. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Drug abuse refers to the habit of regular intake of illegal drugs characterized by mis-use of drugs. There is a thin-line of 

difference between Drug abuse and addiction. In case of drug abuse, the person may or may not be addicted to these 
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harmful drugs. However, in case of drug addiction, the person is severely addicted to these drugs. Thus, drug abuse may 

often lead to drug addiction. 

Problem of Drug Abuse and Addition in India:  

 Drug abuse and addiction is one of the great evils of our time. It has become a serious problem in India. Young and 

old alike everywhere are addicted to drugs. It has resulted in increased crime, tension, disease, horror and lack of 

peace and security. 

 The cities have attracted large number of youth who come in search of employment. Such people live a lonely and 

isolated life and become anti-social. They fall into evil company and get addicted. 

 The children who are deprived of the loving care and affection, and do not get right type of education are prone to 

be addicted to drugs. 

 In the beginning it comes as an escape from the monotony or drudgery of routine life, as an object of thrill, 

stimulation or excitement. Gradually the addicts depend more and more upon drugs. They develop a kind of 

madness. They add to the number of anti-social elements who disrupt peaceful social life. 

 Drugs are often smuggled from one country to another and sold through the agents and sub-agents who work 

secretly. 

Causes of drug addiction in India- 

In India drug abuse has become wide-spread and a cause of concern for the people and the government. The major 

causes of drug abuse and addiction are given below: 

 It is to be noted that despair very often drives many to drug addiction. Students who remain far away from parents 

and guardians and live in hostels and colleges become victims of addition. 

 Their keeping contact with bad company pushes them to be addicts. There is no proper direction, no goal or 

objective before young men and women to move forward and reach. 

 At a very basic level this happens because the person concerned feels a desperate need to deal with stress, to get a 

momentary high or to just ‘fit in’ with his or her peers, as happens in the case of youngsters. It soon reaches a stage 

where this need becomes much more than other needs in life and the person begins to believe their survival depends 

on those drugs. 

 One of the major reasons for drug abuse – and this is specially applicable for youngsters doing drugs – is its 

presence, and at times glorification, in popular media such as television series and films. Quite often it so happens 

that doing drugs is romanticized and some fictional positive aspects of the same are shown. Thus it becomes a 

thrilling and seductive affair for youngsters who can be misguided easily because of their relative lack of experience 

in life. 

 Personal and family problems also leads to drug abuse among youngsters who fail to cope up with the ever-growing 

family and personal problems. Workplace pressure and issues with the colleagues results in workplace deviance 

which later results in detrimental effects on the individual. 

 It might begin with experimenting. A friend or your loved one’s must have tried it once out of curiosity because of 

friends or just to cope up with a problem. In the early stages, one might really find it helpful to erase some problems 

or make one’s life better, which leads to more and more consumption of drugs. But as addiction reaches a step 

further, it becomes more of a need rather than just a problem solver. 

 In the recent time the cases of increasing drug addiction are being reported from the areas where alcohol 

prohibition was introduced. Eg Bihar. The people of these areas have taken to drugs like opioids, cannabis, 

inhalants and sedatives. 

Effects of drug addiction- 

 The most major impact of drug abuse is on the brain, which consequentially affects every other aspect of life of the 

person addicted to drugs. Drugs are primarily chemicals that affect the communication system of the human brain. 

They disturb the ways in which nerve cells send, process and receive information. 

 Drug abuse manifests itself in euphoric behaviour by the user – and at most times unnaturally so. This leads to a 

sequence where the users keep on repeating the same action of drug abuse. When this pattern continues the brain 

tries to adapt to the usage by reducing its own dopamine production as well as dopamine receptors. The user tries 
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to adapt to this through drug abuse so that his or her dopamine production level can be brought back to a level that 

seems normal to him or her. 

Role of health professionals in addressing the issue of drug addiction- 

 Screening-Screening and brief assessment tools administered during annual routine medical checkups can detect 

drug use before it becomes a serious problem. The purpose of screening is to look for evidence of any use of alcohol, 

tobacco, or illicit drugs or abuse of prescription drugs and assess how severe the problem is. Results from such 

screens can indicate whether a more extensive assessment and possible treatment are necessary. Screening as a 

part of routine care also helps to reduce the stigma associated with being identified as having a drug problem. 

 Brief Intervention-Adolescents who report using drugs can be given a brief intervention to reduce their drug 

use and other risky behaviors. Specifically, they should be advised how continued drug use may harm their brains, 

general health, and other areas of their life, including family relationships and education. Adolescents reporting no 

substance use can be praised for staying away from drugs and rescreened during their next physical. 

 Referral- Adolescents with substance use disorders or those that appear to be developing a substance use disorder 

may need a referral to substance abuse treatment for more extensive assessment and care. 

 Follow-up-For patients in treatment, medical professionals can offer ongoing support of treatment participation 

and abstinence from drugs during follow-up visits. Adolescent patients who relapse or show signs of continuing to 

use drugs may need to be referred back to treatment. 

Before prescribing medications that can potentially be abused, clinicians can assess patients for risk factors such as 

mental illness or a family history of substance abuse, consider an alternative medication with less abuse potential, more 

closely monitor patients at high risk, reduce the length of time between visits for refills so fewer pills are on hand, and 

educate both patients and their parents about appropriate use and potential risks of prescription medications, including 

the dangers of sharing them with others. 

 

Q) In many recent incidences in many parts of India, doctors in public hospitals were 

assaulted by angry relatives of patients alleging negligence. Critically examine why such 

assaults on doctors in public hospitals are taking place and what should be done to 

address causes of these assaults. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction:- 

The attacks on doctors were carried on across the country for reasons like negligence, patient death, high charges and 

hospital bills etc but their frequency and intensity has increased now a days. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) data for 1995 indicate that more workplace assaults and violent acts occur in health 

care and social services industries than in any other. The Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, which mandates 

that employers provide a workplace “free from recognized hazards that are causing or are likely to cause death or serious 

physical harm” protects workers from a broad array of hazards such as chemicals, machinery, and communicable 

disease. Assaults and violent acts also present a significant, and not uncommon, hazard to employees’ health. 

Recent incidents of violence against doctors and subsequent protests by medical practitioners once again highlight that 

the doctor-patient relationship has changed for the worse 

Reasons for assaults on doctors:- 

 Commercialisation of the medical profession:- This commercialisation process starts right from the medical 

education level where many students pay large capitation fees to gain admission through management quotas. As 

soon as such practices are allowed, medical education becomes an investment for future earning. And if the medical 

profession is treated just like any other career, then problems are bound to crop up. 

 Economic exploitation of patients:- People may also be angry at the doctor’s involvement with drug companies — 

including pharmaceutical company incentives such as lunches, tours abroad and expensive gifts. These benefits are 

not given to patients who are involved in research and the patient will typically have to pay a lot more for a 

medication than the doctor does. For instance, an anti-clotting agent may cost Rs 27,000 to a patient but only Rs 

21,000 to a doctor who ordered it. For patients who can ill afford their treatment and who have no choice in an 

emergency, this can feel like exploitation. 
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 Unsuitable behaviour of doctors:-Doctors behaviour like delay in attending the patient is one of the main reasons 

that relatives become angry, as well as not including them in decision-making processes about patient care. 

Requesting advance payments before agreeing to any treatment can cause considerable tension as can refusing to 

release a body from the morgue until the bill has been settled. 

 Venting out frustration of poor public healthcare system: People in general are frustrated because at the one hand, 

public hospitals provide sub-standard services and on the other, private hospitals charge exorbitant rate for 

treatment. 

 

WAY FORWARD:- 

 A commitment from health care administrators and physician educators to acknowledge the reality of violence 

and to allocate resources for the development of training, crisis management, debriefing, and surveillance 

programs. 

 The development of training and educational programs for employees, supervisors, managers, and security 

personnel. 

 Ongoing work site analysis to identify existing or potential hazards for violence and the implementation of 

measures to prevent or control such hazards. 

 While security needs to be better, strengthening the doctor-patient relationship is undoubtedly the most important 

factor in reducing violence. Involving patients’ attendants in decisions regarding the patient so that they feel like 

part of the process can diffuse tense situations. Today’s patients are more aware of their rights and more assertive 

as a result. 

 Improving the quality of medical facilities and reducing the financial burden on patient’s families is also important 

as large payments may be catastrophic for poorer people and if they then encounter poor facilities too, this may 

engender a feeling of corruption. 

 Use of technology: to manage influx of patients, effective online appointment system with easy interface and 

efficient channel of communication between security staff and doctors to assure prompt action by the first one 

 While it may be difficult for doctors to distance themselves from drug companies, since they often sponsor medical 

conferences and frequently ‘educate’ doctors about new drugs, it may be possible to choose what incentives they 

accept and avoid conflicts of interest. Accountability and openness will lead to a restoration of trust and that is 

what is missing in today’s doctor-patient relationship. 
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Conclusion:- 

Physicians harmed by the people for whom they provide care experience a unique type of workplace violence. Because 

general internists have responsibilities in a wide range of clinical settings, the potential for aggression and violence is a 

realistic concern. The significant emotional, psychological, and financial costs of violence make this an important issue 

for us all. Efforts to address this problem should be aimed at better understanding the situations in which violence 

occurs and the unique way in which violence affects general internists.  

 

Q) Despite the attempts by the government to bring international students to India, the 

experience of foreign students in India has been unpleasant. What are the reasons? How 

should government address this issue? Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Recently foreign students, particularly from African nations have witnesses rise in violent attacks in India. India enjoys 

high reputation and goodwill among African nations and it is considered as better place for pursuing higher education. 

However societal and cultural prejudices of Indians have disappointed most of them and have shattered their dreams of 

enjoying free and open environment in India. 

Reasons- 

 Most of the students from Africa face high degree of racial discrimination on account of their skin color. Most of 

them are tagged as drug peddlers, prostitutes or criminals and are denied even basic services in public places like 

Hotels, Restaurants, Malls etc. 

 While India has never been institutionally racist, in the way of pre-Civil Rights United States and the segregationist 

regime in South Africa, but a societal prejudice against the colour black is still deeply rooted and impossible to miss 

in the Indian psyche. 

 Further there has always been a yawning gap in awareness and education about Africa within our parochial 

curriculums, such that African countries, cultures and people in practice tend to get lumped into one bunch along 

with some age old, deeply negative stereotypes. 

 There are no mechanisms in our educational institutions to enable these students to settle down and flourish. The 

more concerning issue is that university authorities appear to be unaware of the need for these. 

 Majority of Indians suffer from a dark complexion disdain syndrome, where dark skin has long been 

simultaneously associated with both lower caste and lower class. 

How government should address the issue? 

 The first step is that Indian government should accept that there exist deep rooted racial bias among Indians 

against people of black skin and stop calling attacks on Africans as isolated incidents. 

 State governments must be instructed by the Centre to see that African students are assured of their safety and all 

educational institutions must with immediate effect double-up the attention they devote to their personal needs, 

which range from housing to food. 

 India’s educational institutions need to create a sense of community which would create sense of belongingness 

among foreign students and prevent them from getting alienated. 

 The government really needs to create awareness against racism with the help of the local media in regional 

languages, the media houses and the radio stations. 

 The universities which attract large foreign student contingents should establish departments for transitions, 

appoint student counselors, engage in proactive settlement and acclimatization drives, conduct language courses 

and establish do’s and don’ts for foreign students. 

 The authorities concerned including police and civil administration should be more sensitive to the concerns of 

foreign students and should not discriminate against them while discharging their duties. 

 The student organization in universities should be encouraged to show a spirit of solidarity and fraternity with 

fellow students from all nations. 
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 India needs institutional mechanism for changing stereotype attitude and discriminatory behavior towards the 

students from other countries especially from Africa. The institution should be tasked with creating sensitivity, 

solidarity and goodwill towards the foreign students particularly from Africa. 

Conclusion- 

By having discriminatory attitude towards the foreign national India does not only risks its international reputation but 

also its relations with those countries. Further these students contribute to the Indian economy through education, 

tourism etc. When all African countries are watching and rest of the world is listening, India needs to live up to its 

promise of providing safe and secure environment to students of all nations. 

 

Q) The Mental Healthcare Bill, 2016, which was passed in the Lok Sabha on March 27, 

2017, has been hailed as a momentous reform. In the light of its salient features, discuss 

what challenges the Bill could face in its implementation and what needs to be done to 

overcome these challenges. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The Mental Healthcare Bill 2016 seeks to replace the Mental Health Act, 1987. In 2007, India ratified the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which requires signatory countries to change their laws 

to give effect to the rights of persons with mental illness. It was believed that the 1987 Act did not adequately protect 

these rights, and a need was felt to provide them with better treatment and improve their access to health services. 

What kinds of mental illness are covered under the Bill? 

Mental illness was earlier defined as any mental disorder other than mental retardation. The Bill defines mental illness 

to mean a disorder of thinking, mood, perception, orientation or memory. Such a disorder impairs a person’s behaviour, 

judgement, capacity to recognise reality or ability to meet ordinary demands of life. This definition also includes mental 

conditions associated with substance abuse, and does not include mental retardation. 

What is the population of the mentally ill in India? 

There are no official estimates currently. In 2005, it was estimated that 6-7% of the population suffered from mental 

disorders, and about 1-2% suffered from severe mental disorders such as schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. Nearly 5% 

of the population suffered from common mental disorders such as depression and anxiety. However, real numbers could 

be higher, as mental illness often goes underreported due to the associated stigma. The World Health Organization has 

recently estimated that 1 in 4 persons will be affected by some form of mental illness once in their lifetime. 

What are key rights being guaranteed under the Bill? 

 Manner of treatment: The Bill states that every person would have the right to specify how he would like to be 

treated for mental illness in the event of a mental health situation. An individual will also specify who will be the 

person responsible for taking decisions with regard to the treatment, his admission into a hospital, etc. 

 Access to public health care: The Bill guarantees every person the right to access mental health care and 

treatment from the government. This right includes affordable, good quality, easy access to services such as 

minimum mental health services in every district. Persons with mental illness also have the right to equality of 

treatment and protection from inhuman and degrading treatment. 

 Suicide decriminalized: Currently, attempting suicide is punishable with imprisonment for up to a year and/or 

a fine. The Bill decriminalises suicide. It states that whoever attempts suicide will be presumed to be under severe 

stress, and shall not be punished for it. 

 Insurance: The Bill requires that every insurance company shall provide medical insurance for mentally ill 

persons on the same basis as is available for physical illnesses. 

 Bill prohibits the use of electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) to mentally ill adults without the use of muscle relaxants 

and anaesthesia, and contains provisions for care, treatment and rehabilitation for those who have experienced 

severe stress and attempted suicide. 
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Implementation challenges- 

 Funding issue- The Bill mandates the central and state governments to ensure access to mental health services 

in every district. These will include outpatient and inpatient services, hospitals, and community-based 

rehabilitation establishments. However, the financial memorandum of the Bill does not estimate the expenditure 

required meeting the obligations under the Bill nor does it provide details of the sharing of expenses between the 

central and state governments. Without the allocation of adequate funds, the implementation of the Bill could be 

affected. The Standing Committee examining the Bill had noted that public health is a state subject. Since several 

states face financial constraints, the central government might have to step in to ensure funds for the 

implementation of the law. 

At the macro level, the proposed health expenditure of 1.2% of GDP in the Budget for 2017-18 is among the lowest in the 

world. In real terms, public health expenditure has consistently declined since 2013-14. Of the total health budget, a 

mere 1-2% is spent on mental health. 

 Poor infrastructure- There are only 43 government-run mental hospitals across all of India to provide services 

to more than 70 million people living with mental disorders. There are 0.30 psychiatrists, 0.17 nurses, and 0.05 

psychologists per 1,00,000 mentally ill patients in the country. The case of the Bareilly mental hospital, one of three 

major mental hospitals in Uttar Pradesh stands out for its poor infrastructure. In this hospital, 350 patients can be 

admitted and around 200 patients can attend the out-patient department every day. But all these patients would 

be at the mercy of only one psychiatrist. 

 Lack of reporting of cases- Most of the cases remain unreported as mental disorder is considered as social 

stigma and lack of awareness among people complicates the problem. 

 Consent and safety issues of women- Often, all women and girls were admitted without their consent. Further 

Women and girls with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities in institutions are often subject to not just physical 

and verbal abuse but also sexual violence. The present Bill falls short to solve these problems. 

Steps to overcome implementation challenges- 

 Funding- thought not explicitly made provision for funding, government should increase overall funding to 

health-sector to at least 4% of GDP. Further separate funds under this be allocated to mental healthcare to address 

problem of low funding. 

 Infrastructure- the dismal state of infrastructure stands as great barrier to the effective implementation of the 

bill. Government needs to create more Doctors, Nurses, Psychiatrists and Psychologists at least in proportion to 

the number of patients in the country. Further special attention must be provided to increase the hospitals, 

advanced equipments and should adopt best practices around the globe. 

 Behavioral changes- the government should promote the awareness about mental health diseases and should 

engage local organizations and civil society groups to remove social stigma associated with it. This would also 

increase the reporting of the cases that would truly address the real issue. 

 Safety provisions for women- there is need to increase the sensitivity among doctors and nurses about women 

patients. Further families of women patient’s needs to be counseled by experts about her well-being. Safety and 

security of women are most important in hospitals and rehabilitation centers. 

Conclusion- 

At a time when we are adopting rights based approach to the mental healthcare, it is important to see that these 

provisions are implemented on the ground efficiently. Central and state governments should address the issues of 

funding and infrastructure in quick time to ensure healthy outcomes of the act. 

 

Q) In the light of the latest (2016) University Grants Commission (UGC) guidelines on 

MPhil and PhD, critically analyse how these guidelines would impact research and quality 

of education in Indian universities. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The University Grant Commission has formulated new guidelines for MPhil and PhD students. 
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Indian universities is located at the top rung of a three-tiered structure. The bottom rung is made of undergraduates 

who account for the vast majority of students in higher education, and are enrolled in a range of disciplines in the arts, 

social sciences, sciences, technology, and so on. The second rung is expectedly much smaller and consists of student 

enrolled for two-year post-graduate degrees. The third tier, much the smallest, is that of research students who may 

either enrol directly in the PhD degree, or opt to do an MPhil degree (usually of two years duration) before eventually 

going on to the PhD. 

The share of students opting PhD (Doctor of Philosophy) course in India stood below 0.4%, means 4 out of 1000 students 

in the age group of 18-23 years opting PhD programmes. A total of 1.17 lakh students were enrolled in PhD programmes 

across institutes, universities and colleges in 2014-15. 

New Guidelines:- 

 Fixing the eligibility criteria for PhD admission:  The new PhD/Mphil regulations have streamlined the eligibility 

conditions for PhD admission. Candidates for admission to the PhD programme shall have a Master’s degree with 

at least 55% marks in aggregate or its equivalent grade ‘B’ in the UGC 7-point scale Further, a relaxation of 5% of 

marks, from 55% to 50%, or an equivalent relaxation of grade, is allowed for those belonging to SC/ST/OBC (non-

creamy layer)/Differently-Abled and other categories of candidates as per the decision of the Commission from 

time to time. This minimum criteria has become the basis framework for the PhD guidelines of the universities. 

 As per the UGC regulations 2016 for MPhil and PhD degrees, the maximum duration to complete an MPhil course 

is two years and for PhD it is six years. 

 Women candidates and persons with disability (more than 40% disability) can be allowed a relaxation of one year 

for MPhil and two years for PhD in the maximum duration. Women will also be eligible for maternity leave/child 

care leave once in the entire duration of MPhil/PhD for up to 240 days. 

 All universities and institutions, including deemed to be universities, will admit MPhil/PhD students through an 

entrance test. They have been authorised to outline separate terms and conditions for PhD entrance test for 

students who qualify UGC-National Eligibility Test (including Junior Research Fellow)/UGC-Council of Scientific 

and Industrial Research NET (including JRF)/State Level Eligibility Test/Graduate Aptitude Test in 

Engineering/teacher fellowship holders or those who have passed MPhil programme. A similar approach can be 

adopted in case of entrance test for MPhil programme. 

 The guidelines also state that there will be a Research Advisory Committee, or an equivalent body, for each MPhil 

and PhD scholar. The research supervisor of the scholar will be the convener of this committee. This committee 

will review the research proposal and finalise the topic of research. It will also guide the research scholar to develop 

the study design and methodology of research and identify the course(s) that he/she intends to do. Besides, it will 

periodically review and assist in the progress of the research work of the scholar. The scholar will have to appear 

before the committee once in six months to make a presentation of the progress of his/her work for evaluation and 

further guidance. 

 Currently, both conventional and open learning universities for MPhil/PhD programme follow the same process 

for shortlisting candidates for admission to the MPhil and PhD programmes. 

 A candidate is usually allowed to join the programme once her/his research acumen is tested, either through a 

written examination or oral examination. A research supervisor is allocated and the topic of research is defined. 

 Hereafter, the interaction is essentially between the researcher and the supervisor, though occasionally fellow 

researchers and other faculty members also get into the picture and interact with the researcher. Once the work is 

completed, essentially to the satisfaction of the researcher and the supervisor, it is subjected to evaluation by 

independent examiners followed by viva-voce examination. The award is declared after the researcher has 

successfully cleared the evaluation. 

 With the new regulations in place, now there is no question of comparison between MPhil and PhD in conventional 

and ODL modes 

 No PhD programme through Distance Mode:  The new PhD regulations have made it clear that no institute can 

provide PhD pgrogrammes via distance education mode. University, institution, deemed to be a university and 

college shall not conduct MPhil and PhD Programmes through distance education mode. However, the regulations 

mentioned that part-time PhD will be allowed provided all the conditions mentioned in the extant PhD Regulations 

are met. 
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 Maintaining PhD students data base annually: As per the new PhD regulations, the university  will have to maintain 

the list of all the PhD registered students on its website on year-wise basis. The data base should include the name 

of the registered candidate, topic of his/her research, name of his/her supervisor/co-supervisor, date of 

enrolment/registration. 

Impact of guidelines:- 

Positive:- 

 It could lead to lesser workload on faculty members. 

 Easier to impart one-one guidance and increase quality of education offered. 

 More competition for seats may lead to higher quality of students. 

 Lesser strain on research capacities of universities. 

Negative:- 

 Lesser seats may lead to lesser students opting for research and lesser research topics being taken up every year. 

 A lot of universities research capacities maybe underutilised. 

 Professors and faculty may be having lesser number of researchers than they can handle. 

 Corresponding decrease in quota seats may lead to lesser number of disadvantaged students going on to become 

researchers. 

 May lead to shortage of teaching staff in Indian universities as fewer researchers become part of the academic pool. 

Conclusion:- 

The guidelines suggested by the UGC are ambiguous at best and the way ahead would be for it to clarify reasons for 

decrease in the number of seats for these courses, future course of action and steps to be taken to meet the demand of 

India’s up and coming researchers in order to create a free fair and equitable atmosphere where all eligible students 

have equal opportunity to pursue research in their field of choice 

 

Q) Discuss the features and significance of HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Bill. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Bill passed by Parliament does not guarantee access to anti-retroviral drugs 

and treatment for opportunistic infections, but there is no denying that it is a good base for an active health rights 

movement to build upon. 

The Human Immunodeficiency Virus And Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (Prevention And 

Control) Bill, 2014  

 The Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (Prevention and Control) Bill, 

2014 was introduced in the Rajya Sabha on February 11, 2014 by the Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Mr. 

Ghulam Nabi Azad.  The Bill seeks to prevent and control the spread of HIV and AIDS, prohibits discrimination 

against persons with HIV and AIDS, provides for informed consent and confidentiality with regard to their 

treatment, places obligations on establishments to safeguard their rights, and creates mechanisms for redressing 

their complaints.  

 Prohibition of discrimination against HIV positive persons: The Bill lists the various grounds on which 

discrimination against HIV positive persons and those living with them is prohibited.  These include the denial, 

termination, discontinuation or unfair treatment with regard to: (i) employment, (ii) educational establishments, 

(iii) health care services, (iv) residing or renting property, (v) standing for public or private office, and (vi) 

provision of insurance (unless based on actuarial studies).  The requirement for HIV testing as a pre-requisite for 

obtaining employment or accessing health care or education is also prohibited.  
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 Every HIV infected or affected person below the age of 18 years has the right to reside in a shared household and 

enjoy the facilities of the household.  The Bill also prohibits any individual from publishing information or 

advocating feelings of hatred against HIV positive persons and those living with them. 

 Informed consent and disclosure of HIV status: The Bill requires that no HIV test, medical treatment, or research 

will be conducted on a person without his informed consent.  No person shall be compelled to disclose his HIV 

status except with his informed consent, and if required by a court order.  

 Informed consent for an HIV test will not be required in case of screening by any licensed blood bank, a court 

order, medical research, and epidemiological purposes where the HIV test is anonymous and not meant to 

determine the HIV status of a person.  Establishments keeping records of information of HIV positive persons 

shall adopt data protection measures. 

 Role of the central and state governments: The central and state governments shall take measures to: (i) prevent 

the spread of HIV or AIDS, (ii) provide anti-retroviral therapy and infection management for persons with HIV 

or AIDS, (iii) facilitate their access to welfare schemes especially for women and children, (iv) formulate HIV or 

AIDS education communication programmes that are age appropriate, gender sensitive, and non stigmatizing, 

and (v) lay guidelines for the care and treatment of children with HIV or AIDS.  Every person in the care and 

custody of the state shall have right to HIV prevention, testing, treatment and counselling services. 

 Role of the Ombudsman: An ombudsman shall be appointed by each state government to inquire into complaints 

related to the violation of the Act and the provision of health care services.  The Ombudsman shall submit a report 

to the state government every six months stating the number and nature of complaints received, the actions taken 

and orders passed. 

 Guardianship: A person between the age of 12 to 18 years who has sufficient maturity in understanding and 

managing the affairs of his HIV or AIDS affected family shall be competent to act as a guardian of another sibling 

below 18 years of age.  The guardianship will be apply in matters relating to admission to educational 

establishments, operating bank accounts, managing property, care and treatment, amongst others. 

 Court proceedings: Cases relating to HIV positive persons shall be disposed off by the court on a priority basis.  In 

any legal proceeding, if an HIV infected or affected person is a party, the court may pass orders that the 

proceedings be conducted (a) by suppressing the identity of the person, (b) in camera, and (c) to restrain any 

person from publishing information that discloses the identity of the applicant.  When passing any order with 

regard to a maintenance application filed by an HIV infected or affected person, the court shall take into account 

the medical expenses incurred by the applicant 

Significance and analysis of bill :- 

 Access to insurance for persons with HIV is an important part of the Bill. The numbers are not extraordinarily large 

and new cases are on the decline, according to the Health Ministry. 

 Data for 2015 published by the Ministry show that two-thirds of HIV-positive cases are confined to seven States, 

while three others have more than one lakh cases each. 

 Viewed against the national commitment to Goal 3 of the UN Sustainable Development Goals — to “end the 

epidemic of AIDS” (among others) by 2030 — a rapid scaling up of interventions to prevent new cases and to offer 

free universal treatment is critical. 

 Publicly funded insurance can easily bring this subset of care-seekers into the overall risk pool. Such a measure is 

also necessary to make the forward-looking provisions in the new law meaningful, and to provide opportunities for 

education, skill-building and employment. As a public health concern, HIV/AIDS has a history of active community 

involvement in policymaking, and a highly visible leadership in the West. 

 The bill aims to strengthen the rights of people infected with the disease. The bill makes it illegal to discriminate 

against people living with HIV in workplace, and in access to education, housing or health care, and empowers 

them with the right to run for or hold public or private office. 

 It makes anti retro viral therapy a legal right of the patient of HIV or AIDS. 

 It prohibits HIV testing being used as pre-requisite for securing a job, accessing health care or education. 

 It gives the right to minors to reside in a shared household and prohibits people from spreading any hate against 

them. 
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 Bill states that no person shall have to undergo treatment without one’s informed consent. 

 It makes a legally punishable offence to deny such a person health insurance on the ground of the infection that 

causes lowering of immunity. 

 The bill will enable an HIV affected person to live a dignified life. 

 The requirement for the ombudsman to make public the periodic reports on compliance will exert pressure on 

States to meet their obligations. In an encouraging sign, the Supreme Court has ruled against patent extensions on 

frivolous grounds, putting the generic drugs industry, so crucial for HIV treatment, on a firm footing. The HIV and 

AIDS Bill may not be the answer to every need, but it would be a folly not to see its potential to make further gains. 

 

Q) It is argued that there are no radical changes in the new health policy (2017) and 

it continues to be an extension of the previous two such policies (1983 and 2002). Do you 

agree? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Coming after 15 years of the last such policy document, the National Health Policy (NHP) 2017 is one of the most 

important policy at present for India. Though policy contains advanced features of healthcare, critics have argued that 

it continues to be extension of the previous policies. 

Points of convergence- 

 NHP 2002 also spoke about “enhanced healthcare spending” and “restructuring of the national public health 

initiatives” to achieve more “equitable access” to healthcare. It is interesting to note that the stress in the 2017 

document continues to be on these very aspects. 

 NHP 2002 had underlined the government’s intent to increase public expenditure on healthcare to 2-3% of GDP. 

NHP 2017 again lays down a modest target of reaching public health expenditure of 2.5% of GDP by 2025. 

 Ambitious infant and maternal mortality targets- The 2017 policy aims to reduce IMR to 28 per 1000 live births by 

2019. The 2002 policy had aimed at reducing it to 30 by 2010. For MMR, the target of 2017 policy is 100 per 1 lakh 

live births by 2020, and for the 2002 policy was 100 by 2010. The failure to achieve 2002 policy targets have not 

been acknowledged, neither have corrective measures been suggested. 

 Silence on health governance- Health being a state subject, the effectiveness of any Centrally framed policy is 

determined by states’ capacity and will to implement the same. This calls for a shift of health to the conjoint 

‘concurrent’ field, a question not considered by the 2017 policy, just like its predecessors. 

New features- 

 This is perhaps the first time such a national policy document has recognized the shifting epidemiology of diseases, 

and put special focus on lifestyle diseases such as cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes, along with 

communicable diseases. 

 Another notable announcement is the intent to make primary healthcare services more comprehensive and widen 

their net. 

 The government aims in shifting focus from “sick-care” to “wellness”, by promoting prevention and well-being. 

 Reforming medical education- The policy also lists quantitative targets regarding life expectancy, mortality and 

reduction of disease prevalence in line with the objectives of the policy. 

 To strengthen health systems by ensuring everyone has access to quality services and technology despite financial 

barriers. The policy proposes increasing access, improving quality and reducing costs. It proposes free drugs, free 

diagnostics and free emergency and essential healthcare services in public hospitals. 

Conclusion- 

The above-mentioned points suggest that the new National Health Policy 2017 has some of the features which can be 

called as extension of the previous policy and at the same time some new features. It would be impractical to expect all 

the new features in the new policy and making break from the past ones. 
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Q) In the light of the fact that Indian youth are struggling for employment despite 

possessing dual degrees, critically comment on the University Grants Commission (UGC) 

decision to curtail MPhil and PhD seats in universities. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- 

The University Grant Commission has formulated new guidelines for MPhil and PhD students. 

Indian universities is located at the top rung of a three-tiered structure. The bottom rung is made of undergraduates 

who account for the vast majority of students in higher education, and are enrolled in a range of disciplines in the arts, 

social sciences, sciences, technology, and so on. The second rung is expectedly much smaller and consists of student 

enrolled for two-year post-graduate degrees. The third tier, much the smallest, is that of research students who may 

either enroll directly in the PhD degree, or opt to do an MPhil degree (usually of two years duration) before eventually 

going on to the PhD. 

The share of students opting PhD (Doctor of Philosophy) course in India stood below 0.4%, means 4 out of 1000 students 

in the age group of 18-23 years opting PhD programmes. A total of 1.17 lakh students were enrolled in PhD programmes 

across institutes, universities and colleges in 2014-15. 

New Guidelines:- 

 Fixing the eligibility criteria for PhD admission:  The new PhD/MPhil regulations have streamlined the eligibility 

conditions for PhD admission. Candidates for admission to the PhD programme shall have a Master’s degree with 

at least 55% marks in aggregate or its equivalent grade ‘B’ in the UGC 7-point scale Further, a relaxation of 5% of 

marks, from 55% to 50%, or an equivalent relaxation of grade, is allowed for those belonging to SC/ST/OBC (non-

creamy layer)/Differently-Abled and other categories of candidates as per the decision of the Commission from 

time to time. This minimum criteria has become the basis framework for the PhD guidelines of the universities. 

 As per the UGC regulations 2016 for MPhil and PhD degrees, the maximum duration to complete an MPhil course 

is two years and for PhD it is six years. 

 Women candidates and persons with disability (more than 40% disability) can be allowed a relaxation of one year 

for MPhil and two years for PhD in the maximum duration. Women will also be eligible for maternity leave/child 

care leave once in the entire duration of MPhil/PhD for up to 240 days. 

 All universities and institutions, including deemed to be universities, will admit MPhil/PhD students through an 

entrance test. They have been authorised to outline separate terms and conditions for PhD entrance test for 

students who qualify UGC-National Eligibility Test (including Junior Research Fellow)/UGC-Council of Scientific 

and Industrial Research NET (including JRF)/State Level Eligibility Test/Graduate Aptitude Test in 

Engineering/teacher fellowship holders or those who have passed MPhil programme. A similar approach can be 

adopted in case of entrance test for MPhil programme. 

 The guidelines also state that there will be a Research Advisory Committee, or an equivalent body, for each MPhil 

and PhD scholar. The research supervisor of the scholar will be the convener of this committee. This committee 

will review the research proposal and finalise the topic of research. It will also guide the research scholar to develop 

the study design and methodology of research and identify the course(s) that he/she intends to do. Besides, it will 

periodically review and assist in the progress of the research work of the scholar. The scholar will have to appear 

before the committee once in six months to make a presentation of the progress of his/her work for evaluation and 

further guidance. 

 Currently, both conventional and open learning universities for MPhil/PhD programme follow the same process 

for shortlisting candidates for admission to the MPhil and PhD programmes. 

 A candidate is usually allowed to join the programme once her/his research acumen is tested, either through a 

written examination or oral examination. A research supervisor is allocated and the topic of research is defined. 

 Hereafter, the interaction is essentially between the researcher and the supervisor, though occasionally fellow 

researchers and other faculty members also get into the picture and interact with the researcher. Once the work is 

completed, essentially to the satisfaction of the researcher and the supervisor, it is subjected to evaluation by 

independent examiners followed by viva-voce examination. The award is declared after the researcher has 

successfully cleared the evaluation. 
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 With the new regulations in place, now there is no question of comparison between MPhil and PhD in conventional 

and ODL modes 

 No PhD programme through Distance Mode:  The new PhD regulations have made it clear that no institute can 

provide PhD programmes via distance education mode. University, institution, deemed to be a university and 

college shall not conduct MPhil and PhD Programmes through distance education mode. However, the regulations 

mentioned that part-time PhD will be allowed provided all the conditions mentioned in the extant PhD Regulations 

are met. 

 Maintaining PhD students data base annually: As per the new PhD regulations, the university  will have to maintain 

the list of all the PhD registered students on its website on year-wise basis. The data base should include the name 

of the registered candidate, topic of his/her research, name of his/her supervisor/co-supervisor, date of 

enrolment/registration. 

However its decision to curtail the seats has been criticised The recent move of the government to 

reduce the MPhil and PhD seats will affect the employment in following ways :- 

 Reduce Innovation: The much needed breakthrough research in India may reduce due to less research, especially 

when it direly needed- the 4th Industrial wave is touted to bring unprecedented changes. 

 Lower job creation: Research paves way for greater number of jobs that get created due to higher technology. India 

will bear the brunt on this front. 

 Improved Researcher: Greater number of students under a professor serves as means to training and improves his 

research. Reducing the intake will affect this 

However reducing the research seats will have the following positives as well: 

 Focus: With reduced number of seats and number of students under each professor, he shall be able to focus on 

the student more resulting in improvement in quality of research. 

 Self-Research: The professor himself will be able to devote greater amount of time to his own research which will 

increase the bar of research in India. 

 Reduce plagiarism: Often a greater number of seats increases the case of plagiarism and the reduction in seats will 

help in greater scrutiny to avoid such embarrassing cases. 

 Frivolous cases: Will reduce cases of MPhil and PhD pursuing research for reasons than other research as there 

shall be stronger filtering of students. 

Conclusion:- 

Retaining MPhil and PhD seats merely because we seek to keep vistas of opportunity open is not the reason we should 

do so. Such opportunities are increasingly more and more difficult to come by and we must be open to other avenues 

through which scholarship is to be supported, encouraged and developed. The pursuit of degrees alone does not 

necessarily nurture scholarship. It perhaps diminishes higher education far more rapidly. An emphasis on quality in our 

research programmes in a range of disciplines — rather than in the number of seats at our disposal — is the only way we 

can contribute to the growth of higher education and scholarship in this country. 

 

Q) Differentiate between generic drug and brand-name drug. In the light of recent directive 

by the government to doctors to prescribe generic drugs to patients, critically examine 

what issues this directive gives rise to and how these issues should be resolved. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Recently Prime Minister referred to the Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP), which aims to 

provide cheaper medical drugs to the people. He also added that government will bring legal framework under which 

doctors will have to prescribe generic medicines to the patients. 
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Generic drugs and Brand-name drugs- 

 A generic drug is a chemically equivalent, lower-cost version of a brand-name drug, costing 30-80% less! A brand-

name drug and its generic version must have the same active ingredient, dosage, safety, strength, usage directions, 

quality, performance and intended use. 

 Branded drugs own the original credit for a medicine and are much expensive because of the cost of invention 

involved in the form of IPR. 

 When a company develops a new drug — often after years of research — it applies for a patent, which prohibits 

anyone else from making the drug for a fixed period. To recover the cost of research and development, companies 

usually price their brand- name drugs on the higher side. Once the patent expires, other manufacturers duplicate 

and market their own versions of the drug. Since the manufacture of these generic drugs do not involve a repeat of 

the extensive clinical trials to prove their safety and efficacy, it costs less to develop them. Generic drugs are, 

therefore, cheaper. 

 However, because the compounds in the generic versions have the same molecular structure as the brand-name 

version, their quality is essentially the same. The generic drug has the same “active ingredient” as the brand-name 

drug. This ingredient is the one that cures the patient; and other, “inert ingredients”, which give the drug its colour, 

shape or taste, vary from the brand-name drug to the generics. 

Issues created by directives- 

 The mandatory prescription of generic drugs may result in sudden rise of demands. The existing numbers of ‘Jan 

Aushadhi Kendra’ are not sufficient to cater such a huge demand. 

More centres especially in high demand areas are required for the supply of generic drugs. 

 Generic drugs are often not subjected to strict trials and quality check in India. Many cases of spurious and 

substandard drugs have surfaced in recent years. In such scenario, large scale promotion will bring many people 

health at stake. 

A strict and detailed regulation will ensure the quality of drugs available. 

 Increased usage of generic drugs will decrease the income of brand name owner, which can deter them from further 

investment. 

Government can provide special incentive to the companies to protect their interest and at the same time 

promotion of research in public domain will help in new inventions. 

 It might create disincentive for pharma companies within India to innovate and rather merely copy drugs. This 

does not encourage R&D and innovation in India. 

 Supply side challenge: India is import driven country for active pharmaceutical ingredient and already facing 

challenge of substandard quality of generic drugs. Along with this current move may reduce FDI inflow in pharm 

sector and slowdown research & development in domestic pharma companies. However, India has taken steps like 

‘India Pharma & India Medical Device 2017’ and new IPR policy that offer incentive & ease of doing business in 

India. India should adopt stricter accreditation and inspection rules for generic drugs. 

 Ethical concern: Doctors might see this as an interference in their profession and as a violation of “right to 

profession”. 

However, the government can take such steps in the interest of general public. 

Conclusion- 

The directive for Doctors for prescribing generic drugs is right step in making healthcare affordable and accessible. Even 

if there are certain issue, government is well within its right to address it properly. The medical and doctors’ associations 

must understand the concerns and join the hands with government for better implementation. 
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Q) ‘Recent unfortunate attacks on doctors are not just a law and order problem, rather 

they should be treated as “wake up calls,” symptoms of a deep health system malaise, 

embedded in an increasingly troubled social milieu.’ Discuss. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Context- 

Maharashtra has witnessed a spate of attacks by attendants of patients on front line doctors in public hospitals across 

the state in March 2017. This precipitated a major strike by over 4,000 resident doctors, which was supported by the 

40, 000-strong Indian Medical Association (IMA) in the state. 

The notable part in this process was that all major parties involved—the doctors’ associations, the government, and the 

court—treated these attacks purely as a security issue. Thus, government needs to focus into deeper health system issues 

that must also be addressed. 

India’s public health system is plagued with complex issues- 

 The per capita public health expenditure is abysmally low in India. Further these are wide variations among the 

states. Thus, it has become major reason for poor healthcare services in India. 

 As per the health sector deficiencies there is an inadequacy of hospital staff, beds, doctors, paramedics, along with 

long queues of patients, which gives an impression of doctor and system apathy to the distressed patient and her 

family. 

 Low stipend/salaries of resident doctors and long working hours-this leads to lack of empathy and sensitive 

communication by doctors. Further there are serious shortages of specialist doctors in the public hospitals that are 

functioning. 

 Rapid privatization of healthcare has kept little incentives for the public healthcare system to improve. 

 It should be noted that massive, unregulated proliferation of the private medical sector has contributed to the 

situation, where even specialist doctors graduating from public medical colleges are pulled away by the magnet of 

private hospitals. 

 Another important factor that contributes to the breakdown of communication and trust in the context of public 

hospitals is the lack of effective patient guidance and redressal systems. Patients and relatives from rural areas, 

who travel long distances to the district hospital located in an unfamiliar setting, require systematic information 

and support, which are often lacking. 

 Finally, at a social level, there seems to be a general decline in levels of tolerance and a greater tendency to indulge 

in group violence, which is manifesting in many forms. It is ironic that with the dismantling of the welfare state 

through neo-liberal policies, one of the most visible symbols of welfare, namely, public hospitals, are emerging as 

targets. 

Conclusion- 

All these points show that attacks on Doctors are in fact attacks on the poor public healthcare system in India. The 

government should quickly address the issues pertaining to the low and inefficient health delivery system to minimize 

such attacks in future. 

Despite being a state with relatively high per capita income (fifth highest among major Indian states), Maharashtra, 

spending `831 per capita, figures towards the bottom when states are ranked by per capita public health expenditure 

 

Q) Is teacher absenteeism one of the main reasons for low learning outcomes in schools? 

What are the other reasons? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction :- 

The dismal status of education in India have time and again been pointed out the poor outcomes highlighted by ASER ( 

Annual Status of Education Reports), with inability of class 5 students in reading lower level texts and solving very 

elementary math problems. 

While teacher absentees has been one of strong reasons for it, it is not the sole reason. Other reasons are as follows: 
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 Lack of qualified teachers: Teachers lack competency both in terms of academic knowledge and effective pedagogy. 

 Pedagogy: The focus is on rote learning and reproducing rather than imbibing critical and original thinking 

 Parental involvement: Busy parents are often unable to keep track of their child’s academic progress 

 Pressure: Undue pressure by unreasonably high expectataions without evaluating the capabilities and interests of 

the child. 

 No Detention Policy (NDP) leaves no motivation for teachers to put their best foot forward. Even if a student 

performs badly but still, he’ll be promoted to next level. For this Subramaniam Committee recommendation of 

making NDP limited to 5th class will provide some help. 

 Lack of infrastructure in schools like basic toilet facilities, classroom, desks, etc. gives no enthusiasm to students 

to learn and strive for more. For this, we need to increase expenditure on education to 6% of our GDP as 

recommended by Subramaniam Committee. 

 India is a developing country where a huge population is involved in agriculture and family enterprises. Children 

in such family oriented businesses are considered as ‘human capital’ rather than just a child. Therefore, children 

studies are sacrificed as they’ve to help their parents in their respective businesses. 

We need to ensure the following to overhaul the above issues 

 Quality teachers: Comprehensive selection of teachers, raising societal status of their profession coupled with 

lucrative remuneration. 

 Pedagogy: That which promotes critical thinking and not mere focuses on outcomes 

 Involvement: All the stakeholders i.e. teachers, administration and parents should be actively involve with children 

and synergies their efforts 

 Interests: Proactive steps to unearth the predisposition of the child in particular vocation. 

 For infrastructural developments we need to increase expenditure on education to 6% of our GDP as recommended 

by Subramaniam Committee. 

 Strict implementation of acts like Child Labour Act and Right to education Act is need of hour. 

Thus teacher abseentism in addition to above mentioned parameters plagues education system in India. Systemic 

measures to overhaul are overdue to ensure that the demography becomes a dividend rather than a disaster. 

 

Q) Health policy pronouncements in India currently advocate insurance-based financing 

mechanisms towards universal health coverage, sidelining the role of comprehensive 

healthcare provisioning through the public sector. Is this approach successful? Critically 

examine. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- 

There is always a debate on two approaches for universal health coverage which are providing insurance based financing 

mechanism and comprehensive healthcare provisions through public sector which can be seen as follows:-  

 Health policy 2016 aimed at providing the affordable and quality healthcare to all the individuals lacks the 

comprehensive and systematic arrangement to achieve it. The out of pocket expenditure, expensive primary and 

secondary healthcare and lack of insurance coverage are the primary challenges. 

 Public health care facilities lacks the quality corresponding to lower budget allocation. draft policy moots 2.5% of 

GDP target each time but never achieved more than the current maximum of 1.5%. 

 Idea of insurance based financing can be attempted not just from public finance due to the lack of funds and 

extensive nature of coverage. So the premium cost going to be high as the subscription rate will be low. Again it will 

be short of ambitions 

 On the other hand public health infrastructure needs overhaul with the same set of resources. It is the only option 

cheapest access in far flung areas. NRHM, Asha activists, sub PHC are active to tap the gains. 
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 Pharmacy access at affordable rate through compulsory prescription of generics may help out. The jan ausadhi 

stores are designed to achieve the cause 

 Public provisioning of healthcare facilities, along with high drug spending, on the other hand, are significant in 

reducing the share of health payments in total and non food expenditure, as well as the catastrophic burden of 

health payments, protecting people from falling below the poverty line due to health payments. 

 Given the intrinsic market failure and information asymmetry between the principal (provider and insurer) and 

the agents (patient), and the difficulties in regulating the insurance system, 

 India needs to provide comprehensive healthcare provisioning through tax-based financing mechanisms rather 

than the insurance-based financing model for universal healthcare access. This system is important for ensuring 

equitable, accessible and affordable healthcare services and protecting households from the devastating 

consequences of OOP payment. Insurance-based financing, which promotes the private sector, seems 

unsustainable for India. In order to achieve UHC, removing inequalities in service provisioning and increasing 

government spending should be taken as priority. 

Conclusion :- 

The health insurance has been unsuccessful in protecting households from poverty and impoverishment resulting from 

out-of-pocket payments, and that insurance in fact subverts the effectiveness of the traditional health financing system. 

Free or low-cost healthcare provisioning by the state remains the best way to enhance the health and well-being of 

households, provided the inadequacies and inequalities across districts are addressed, and low-cost medicines and 

diagnostics made available to all. 

 

Q) Briefly  discuss the trends in household environment and sanitation, fertility, child 

health and child mortality, nutrition, health, and status of women between 2005–06 

(NFHS-3) and 2015–16 (NFHS-4). (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- 

The fact sheet of the fourth round of the National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) conducted during 2015–16, 

containing some key indicators that reflect the country’s present status on critical population and health indicators, was 

released in New Delhi on 1 March 2017 by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MHFW). 

Four rounds of NFHS (1992–93, 1998–99, 2005–06 and 2015–16) have been implemented in India under the aegis of 

MHFW along with additional financial support from international organisations. As in the case of the earlier rounds, 

NFHS-4 is conducted by the International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS), Mumbai with technical support from 

the ICF International (US), and the National AIDS Research Institute (NARI), Pune, for the human immunodeficiency 

virus (HIV) component. 

Trends observed in survey :- 

Household environment and sanitation:- 

An important indicator of improved household environment is the type of fuel used for cooking. The NFHS-4 reveals 

that the percentage of households using clean fuel for cooking has increased by 18 percentage points at the national level 

between 2005–06 (NFHS-3) and 2015–16 (NFHS-4). The percentage of households using clean fuel has also increased 

in most states. 

The NFHS-4 shows substantial increase in the proportion of households using improved sanitation facilities in India 

since 2005–06, by 19 percentage points at the national level. The increase in the proportion of households using an 

improved sanitation facility ranges from a maximum of 39 percentage points in Haryana, followed by Himachal Pradesh 

(34% points) and Punjab (31% points), to 8 percentage points in Kerala and Mizoram (both states that already had a 

very high proportion of households using improved sanitation facilities in 2005–06). 

Fertility:- 

At the national level, fertility has declined from 2.7 children per woman to 2.2 children per woman since 2005–06. There 

has been a considerable decline in total fertility rate (TFR) in all the 30 states of India. The maximum decline in TFR is 

observed in Uttar Pradesh (1.1), followed by Nagaland (1.0), Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim (0.9 each) and Rajasthan, 
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Madhya Pradesh and Meghalaya (0.8 each). The level of fertility declined by 0.5 children per woman between 2005–06 

and 2015–16. Overall, the TFR has declined by 1.2 children per woman between 1992–93 (NFHS-1) and 2015–16. 

Child health:- 

Childhood vaccinations: At the national level, the percentage of children aged 12–23 months who are fully 

immunised (one dose of Bacillus Calmette–Guérin (BCG), three doses of diphtheria, pertussis and tetanus (DPT) 

vaccine, and one dose of measles vaccine) increased by 18 percentage points from 44% in 2005–06 to 62% in 2015–16. 

The percentage of children who are fully vaccinated ranges between 36% in Nagaland and 89% in Punjab. 

Anaemia: Anaemia is characterised by a low level of haemoglobin in the blood, and is a major health problem in 

children in developing countries. The NFHS-4 shows substantial decline in the prevalence of anaemia in children aged 

6–59 months in India, down from 69% in 2005–06 to 58% in 2015–16. 

Breastfeeding: In the past one decade, the percentage of children under three years who are breastfed within one hour 

of birth has increased substantially at the national level (by 19 percentage points). The proportion has also increased 

considerably in almost all the states of India. However, the current levels are still quite low in many states like Delhi, 

Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand, where less than one-third of children are breastfed within an hour 

of birth. 

Malnutrition in children: The data on the nutritional status of children are collected by measuring the height and 

weight of all the children under five years in the surveyed households. The NFHS-4 shows that the percentage of children 

under five years who are stunted and underweight has declined in India (by 10 and 7 percentage points respectively) 

and in all the states of India since 2005–06, showing improvement in the nutritional status of the children. 

Infant mortality rate:  

The infant mortality rate (IMR) in India has declined from 57 per 1,000 live births to 41 between 2005–06 and 2015–

16. IMR has decreased substantially in almost all the states during this period. IMR has dropped by more than 20 

percentage points in Tripura, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Odisha. 

Non-communicable Diseases 

Due to the ongoing demographic and epidemiological transitions in the country, India is currently experiencing a major 

shift in disease pattern. The prevalence of non-communicable diseases is increasing and the prevalence of communicable 

diseases is decreasing. 

Empowerment of Women 

An important indicator of women’s empowerment is whether women have a bank account or a savings account that they 

themselves use. The percentage of women aged 15–49 years having a bank or savings account that they operate has 

increased by 38 percentage points since 2005–06. The proportion of such women is highest in Goa (83%), followed by 

Tamil Nadu (77%), Kerala (71%), Himachal Pradesh (69%), and Delhi (64%). Since 2005–06, the maximum increase is 

noticed in Tamil Nadu (61 percentage points), followed by Rajasthan (51), Mizoram (49), Himachal Pradesh (47), Odisha 

(46), Punjab (44), and Kerala (44). The smallest increase in the proportion of women having a bank or saving account 

that they themselves operate is in Bihar (18 percentage points), Maharashtra (25), Manipur (27), and Madhya Pradesh 

(28). 

The NFHS-4 shows substantial increase in the proportion of women who participate in household decision-making. 

Between 2005–06 and 2015–16, the percentage of currently married women who usually participate in household 

decisions has increased considerably in India (by 7 percentage points), and across all states, with over 80% of women 

reporting that they participate in household decision-making. This is true for all states except Haryana (77%), Bihar 

(75%), and Delhi (74%). 

The NFHS-4 shows a small decrease in the proportion of ever-married women aged 15–49 years reporting spousal 

physical or sexual violence. Spousal violence decreased by 4 percentage points, from 33% to 29%, at the national level, 

and declined in all states except Meghalaya, Delhi, Manipur, Chhattisgarh and Haryana. The decline in spousal violence 

is highest in Rajasthan (21 percentage points), followed by Tripura and Bihar (16 percentage points each) and Assam 

and Uttarakhand (15 percentage points each). 
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Q) Compare and contrast features of the National Policy on Education 2016 with the 1986 

education policy. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- 

The National Policy on Education (NPE), 2016 envisages the phase–II programme for the globalisation of Indian polity. 

Phase–I (1986–2016) witnessed the operational dynamic of the NPE 1986. The predecessor policy was prompted by a 

crisis-ridden state, hastily and ambitiously paving the way for the industrial classes to make an entry into global 

interactions. The consequent proceedings in polity, emanating from global entry, has been characterised as the 

“Liberalisation–Privatisation–Globalisation” (LPG) dispensation. 

Everything evolve with time and so has our Education Policy as well. Earlier NPE came in 1968 and 1986. The Policies 

were framed in the backdrop of the time period for example in 1968 the stress was mostly on Nation Building since we 

were at a nascent stage of democracy, so stress was on Justice, equality and liberty and Fraternity. 

With time individual needs deepened so the policy of 1986 also laid stress on the Individual Independence. 

Now the NEP 2016 has come up keeping in mind the competitiveness and race for development and economic growth. 

Its outlook is different from the earlier policies. The difference can be understood under these heads:- 

 Difference in the vision of society:- During the earlier Policies of 1968 and 1986,the world was not this much 

Globalized and was not this transient, but today the society is fast changing and Globalizing , this difference has 

led to the changes in the vision of society. The vision of the presen NEP 2016 is to create a Knowledge based 

economy and Society.(KBES) 

 Differences in Social Purposes:- The purpose of earlier policies was more on Social values like equality , fraternity 

and justice and less on Economic growth but the current Nation Education Policy aims to extract the best of 

Economic values from individuals, making them employable ,creating skills in them and as already mentioned 

creating a KBES. 

 Differences in the Understanding of the aims of education:- The NEP understands the Commercial aims of 

Education unlike the other policies(1968,1986), which were more stressing on understanding the world , human 

life and aesthetic value.  

Additional information:- 

New Education Policy 2016 features:- 

1) Pre-school Education: Pre-school education has not received the necessary attention in the past as Government 

schools do not provide pre-primary education, according to the draft National Education Policy. The following policy 

initiatives will be taken: 

a) Pre-school education for children in the age group of 4 to 5 years will be implemented. 

b) To strengthen the pre-school education in Anganwadis, steps will be taken in consultation with states to frame 

curricula and develop learning materials. 

c) State Governments will prepare cadres of pre-primary teachers. 

d) All primary schools will cover pre-primary education. 

e) Appropriate regulatory and monitoring rules and mechanisms will be designed for private pre-schools. 

2) Curriculum Renewal and Examination Reforms 

a) Curricular reforms will be carried out to meet the emerging aspirations and align to national goals of social 

cohesion, religious amity and national integration. 

b) NCERT will undergo a re-orientation to address issues of deteriorating quality of school education and periodic 

renewal of curricula and pedagogy to move from rote learning to facilitate understanding and encourage a spirit of 

enquiry. 

c) For science, mathematics and english subjects, a common national curriculum will be designed. 

d) High failure rate in class-X examination is attributed to a large extent to poor performance in three subjects: 

Mathematics, Science and English. In order to reduce the failure rates, class X examination in Mathematics, Science 

and English will be at two levels: Part-A at a higher level and Part-B at a lower level. 
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e) Procedural reforms will be undertaken, such as, doing away with migration certificate, school leaving certificate, 

etc. in order to encourage mobility of students from one institution to another. 

f) It will be mandatory for the students to take class X board examination conducted by the Board to which their 

school is affiliated. Class X Board examination will cover the entire syllabus of class X. 

3) Learning outcomes in School Education 

a) Norms for learning outcomes will be developed and applied uniformly to both private and government schools. 

b) Within the parameters prescribed by the RTE Act, States will have the flexibility to design and plan for the 

infrastructure keeping in view the local conditions. 

c) The present provisions of no-detention policy will be amended, as it has seriously affected the academic 

performance of students. The no detention policy will be limited up to class V and the system of detention will be 

restored at the upper primary stage. 

d) Effective steps will be taken to improve teaching standards in schools 

4) School Education 

a) Each State will undertake a detailed exercise of school mapping to identify schools with low enrolment and 

inadequate infrastructure. 

b) Minimum standards for provision of facilities and student outcomes across all levels in school education will be 

laid down. 

c) Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs) will be expanded and Kasturba Gandhi 

Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs) will be expanded and upgraded 

5) Protection of Rights of the Child & Adolescent Education 

a) Framework and guidelines for ensuring school safety and security of children will be developed. 

b) Every Principal and teacher will be made aware of the provisions of the relevant Acts, Rules, Regulations, etc. 

c) The Adolescent Education Programme and National Population Education Programme will be integrated into 

the curriculum of schools in a phased manner. 

d) Adolescent Education will be included in pre- and in-service training programmes of secondary school teachers. 

e) Self-learning online programmes on child rights will be developed for the benefit of students, teachers and 

parents. 

f) Schools will engage trained counsellors to confidentially advise parents and teachers on adolescence problems 

faced by growing boys and girls. 

6) Inclusive Education and Student Support 

a) Curriculum will cover the issues of social justice and harmony and legal measures in order to avoid social 

discrimination. 

b) With the objective of encouraging merit and promoting equity, a National Fellowship Fund, primarily designed 

to support the tuition fees, learning materials and living expenses for about 10 lakh students will be created. 

c) A zero tolerance approach on gender discrimination and violence will be adopted. 

d) There will be dedicated funds for R&D to strengthen disability studies in higher education. 

7) Literacy and Lifelong Learning 

a) Existing initiatives will be strengthened and curricula revamped with multi-pronged strategies involving Self 

Help Groups, NGOs, Government etc. 

b) The Government will set up an apex body of experts to look into remodelling and strengthening of AE 

programmes and develop scientific criteria for assessing the learning outcomes of adults in literacy, skill 

development, prior learning and equivalency for certification which may also facilitate entry into the formal 

education system. 

c) Adult literacy programme will incorporate skill development and digital, financial and legal literacy. 
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8) Skills in Education and Employability 

a) Skill development programmes in school and higher education system will be reoriented 

b) A detailed plan for the creation of skill schools for improving employment opportunities for secondary school 

students in special focus districts will be prepared. 

c) Joint certificates by the Sector Skill Council and the School/College authorities to help students take up wage-

employment or start their own enterprise. 

9) Use of ICT in Education 

a) A concerted effort will be made to make ICT an integral part of education across all levels and domains of 

learning. 

b) Online maintenance of all records of a child from the time of admission till the time of leaving the school will be 

made mandatory. 

c) IT reporting systems will be a powerful tool to better school management and performance. 

10) Teacher Development and Management 

a) A transparent and merit based norms and guidelines for recruitment of teachers will be formulated in 

consultation with the state governments. 

b) All vacancies in teacher education institutions and all positions of head teachers and principals will be filled up. 

c) At the National level, a Teacher Education University will be set up covering various aspects of teacher education 

and faculty development. 

d) A separate cadre for teacher educators will be established in every state. 

11) Language and Culture in Education 

a) All states and UTs, if they so desire, may provide education in schools, upto Class V, in mother tongue, local or 

regional language as the medium of instruction. 

b) Indian culture, local and traditional knowledge will be given adequate space in the school education. 

c) Educational institutions will in still among students civic sense, discipline, punctuality, cleanliness, good 

conduct, empathy towards elderly. 

d) Keeping in view special importance of Sanskrit to the growth and development of Indian languages and its 

unique contribution to the cultural unity of the country, facilities for teaching Sanskrit at the school and university 

stages will be offered on a more liberal scale. 

12) Self -Development through Comprehensive Education 

a) Physical education, yoga, games and sports, NCC, NSS, art education, Bal Sansad, covering local art, craft, 

literature and skills, and other co- scholastic activities will be made an integral part of the curriculum and daily 

routine in schools for the holistic development of children. Facilities for the above will be a pre-requisite to the 

recognition of schools. 

b) Funds will be earmarked by the government/ school management for all co-scholastic activities in schools. 

13) School Assessment and Governance 

a) The framework of school standards with various parameters and indicators to measure school quality, 

professional competence of teachers, school leadership and the school management, as well as, self-appraisal and 

performance assessment will be used throughout the country 

b) A mechanism will be put in place for accreditation of school boards. 

c) Principals/head teachers will be held accountable for the academic performance of the schools and its 

improvement. 

14) Regulation In Higher Education 

a) An independent mechanism for administering the National Higher Education Fellowship Programme will be 

put in place. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  63 www.insightsias.com  

b) A Central Educational Statistics Agency (CESA) will be established as the central data collection, compilation 

and consolidation agency with high quality statistical expertise and management information system which will be 

used for predictive analysis, manpower planning and future course corrections. 

15) Quality Assurance In Higher Education 

a) An expert committee will be constituted to study the systems of accreditation in place internationally. It will 

draw from the experiences of some of the best practices followed by countries having well performing systems and 

will suggest restructuring of NAAC and NAB as well as redefining methodologies, parameters and criteria. . 

b) Evaluation/ Accreditation details of each institution will be available to the general public through a dedicated 

website, to enable students and other stakeholders to make informed choices. 

16) Open and Distance Learning & MOOCs 

a) The National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS), in collaboration with Ministry of Skill Development & 

Entrepreneurship, will redefine itself to address the large potential demand for vocational education. The issues of 

management, monitoring and oversight of NIOS will be addressed appropriately. 

b) A quality assurance mechanism for accreditation of all universities/institutions offering ODL / MOOCs will be 

put in place to ensure quality, promote, innovation and reshape and modernise the ODL / MOOCs courses and 

programmes. 

17) Internationalisation of Education 

a) Selected foreign universities, from the top 200 in the world, will be encouraged to establish their presence in 

India through collaboration with Indian universities. 

b) In order to increase acceptability of Indian students abroad and to attract international students, Indian HEIs 

will be encouraged to work towards internationalization of curricula aligned with international levels so as to make 

it globally compatible with best ranked institutions of the world. 

c) Internationalisation will be included as one of the components for allocating additional financial resources to 

government-funded HEIs. 

18) Faculty Development in Higher Education 

a) A task force of experts will be set up to study the recruitment, promotion and retention procedures, followed by 

internationally renowned universities and institutions and suggest measures to promote intellectual and academic 

excellence in HEIs. 

b) A national campaign will be launched to attract young talent into the teaching profession. In order to attract 

young talent into teaching profession, a career growth of research students, such as M.Phil & Ph.D scholars, will be 

created. 

c) A mechanism of assessment of academic performance of faculty including peer review will be put in place so as 

to ensure academic accountability of public-funded institutions. 

19) Research, Innovation and New Knowledge 

a) A clear reorientation of research agenda of National University of Educational Planning and Administration 

(NUEPA) will be undertaken to reflect actual issues on the ground. 

b) Steps will be taken to promote generation of new knowledge and their applications and introduction of these 

new domains into the curricula of higher education to consolidate and strengthen India’s position as a soft power. 

c) In order to promote innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship, 100 more incubation centres will be established 

in HEIs over a period of next 5 years. 

d) International collaborations and networks will be promoted for developing human resources required to sustain 

new knowledge with special focus on inter-disciplinary research and studies. 

20) Financing Education 

a) The government will take steps for reaching the long pending goal of raising the investment in education sector 

to at least 6% of GDP as a priority. 

b) Instead of setting up new institutions, which require huge investments, priority of the Government will be to 

expand the capacity of existing institutions. 
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c) In order to encourage excellence and efficiency, performance-linked funding of higher education institutions will 

be implemented. 

 

Q) The National Health Policy 2017 makes a case for expanding private sector participation 

through collaboration. Examine what it means for providing integrated and universal 

healthcare. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction :- 

The large population of India and its diverse needs coupled with resource crunch faced by government makes a strong 

case for optimal utilization of private sector to fulfill the goal of healthcare in India. Moreover 70% of rural and 80% 

urban population is known to access private sector for healthcare, making its reach formidable. 

NHP-2017 envisages the active participation of private sector to achieve integrated and universal healthcare in the 

following ways: 

 Strategic Purchasing: The efficiency of private sector in planning the purchasing of medicine and its liasoning with 

global players will help in procuring the medicine at minimal cost. This will go a long way in making medicines 

affordable. 

 Research: The policy aims at researching medicines that are specifically meant to address the tropical diseases with 

the aid of private sector. This will pave way towards making healthcare in India integrated and universal 

 Training: The government aims to harness the expertise of the private sector in training doctors to be become 

specialist, improving the skills of paramedics and ASHA ( Accredited Social Health Activist) workers. Currently 

Tatas and General Electric are running a program to train 10k youth in various technical areas of medical sector. 

However, there exist certain challenges which may be a roadblock for private sector in assisting in government in 

achieving integrated and universal healthcare 

 Research: The profit margins in discovery of medicines for tropical disease are low which becomes a disincentive 

for research. The government needs to address this. 

 Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR): There are no specific guidelines elucidated by government in directing the 

funds under CSR to improve the healthcare in India. 

 Local private players: The government has not taken steps to ensure that the upper-hand of large MNCs and NGOs 

like Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation over small private players doesnt become a means to stymie the benefits of 

competition that accompanies with private participation. 

Conclusion :- 

Thus NHP-2017 does make a paradigm shift w.r.t. earlier policies in envisaging the participation of private sector in 

healthcare in India by making clear-cut guidelines for their role. However we need to overcome the 

shortcomings discussed above to achieve “Health for All” with synergy of private sector. 

 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections 

Q) Around 8-10% of India’s population lives with disabilities, with an equal number 

constituting the aged. How can government ensure disability-inclusive development, 

especially in its push for digital economy? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The number of people with disabilities in India has been estimated at 70 million. India is a party to the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, having signed the treaty on 30 March 2007 and ratified 

it on 1 October 2007. 
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 Census 2011 tells us the percentage of disabled is 2.21 per cent; 2.41 per cent of the male population and 2.01 per 

cent of the female population. 

 There are higher (more than 2.5 per cent) levels of disability in states like Jammu and Kashmir, Sikkim, 

Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim. But even in these states, the percentage is less than 3 per cent. 

 Under the disability act, disability is defined as: One, blindness; two, low vision; three, leprosy-cured; four, hearing 

impairment; five, loco-motor disability; six, mental retardation; and seven, mental illness. Now it is extended up 

to 21 with various sub types of disability. 

Role of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT):- 

ICT have the potential to significantly impact the lives of these groups, facilitating access of services available to them 

and allowing them to handle a wide range of activities independently, enhancing their social, cultural, political and 

economic participation. Making ICT accessible no longer remains an option but has become a necessity.  

ENSURING DISABILITY INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT IN DIGITAL ECONOMY:- 

 Adherence to the latest Web Content Accessibility Guidelines should be made mandatory while developing websites 

and mobile applications. 

 Government websites and apps must be made disabled friendly. 

 The Accessible India campaign has not been converged with SMART cities Mission unlike other schemes like SBA, 

AMRUT,HRIDAY. This is despite the fact that 39 of SMART cities also have Accessible India Campaign as a flagship 

programme to be implemented. 

 Online education and government portals for students must be disabled friendly. 

 Providing the disabled with the option to complete all the transaction related to the government from their home 

without the need to visit personally. 

ENSURING OLD AGED INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT IN DIGITAL ECONOMY:- 

 India must become accessible to even old age population. Like Banking and Post office – online and home services. 

 Must utilise the potential of old age population in running desk jobs to tap their potential like in Japan. 

 Their experience in various fields is valuable must be tapped and utilised. 

 The health care facilities must be designed to suit the old age people which reduces harassment and online pension 

approval process through video conferencing will help in this step. 

Conclusion:- 

Disability is not an isolated issue. It is cross-cutting and can impact everyone irrespective of caste, gender, age and 

nationality. Thus ensuring a disability-sensitive development agenda across all ministries, sectors and causes becomes 

critical if growth has to be truly inclusive.  It becomes our collective responsibility to ensure inclusive development, one 

that engages all stakeholders through a pragmatic and judicious combination of interventions while effectively 

leveraging technology to ensure truly inclusive and sustainable development. 

 

Q) How are minority communities identified in India by law and courts? Examine the 

issues involved in defining religious and linguistic minorities. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The constitution refers to two types of minorities, namely religious and linguistic minorities. However the term 

‘minority’ has not been defined anywhere in the constitution. The constitution contains special provisions to safeguard 

the social, educational and economic interests of the minorities. 

How are minority communities identified in India? 

 Courts- The Supreme Court has consistently maintained that minorities are to be defined on the basis of “numerical 

inferiority”. Since the constitution talks of both religious as well as linguistic minorities, courts have held that 

minorities are to be defined at the level of the state, as states were carved out on a linguistic basis. 

 Union government- Union government notifies minority at the national level as per clause (c) of Section 2 of the 

National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992. 
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 State government- state government can declare minorities at the state level and form minority commission to look 

into their issues. 

Under International law, minorities are groups that possess distinct and stable ethnic, religious and linguistic 

characteristics. The crucial point is that these characteristics differ from the rest of the population, and that these groups 

wish to preserve their distinctive identity even if this identity does not conform to the norms and the values of the 

majority. Thus, a minority is a group that is numerically smaller in relation to the rest of the population, it is non-

dominant to the extent that its values are either inadequately or not represented in the public sphere or in the 

constitution of societal norms, it has characteristics which differ from the majority group and more importantly, it 

wishes to preserve these characteristics. Thus, numerical inferiority or powerlessness is the test to determine minority 

status. 

Issues involved in defining religious and linguistic minorities- 

 Inter-state differences- there are wide differences on the community groups in different parts of the country. 

Hindus which are majority in India have numerical minority in states like J&K, Punjab, north-eastern states etc. 

Some years ago Allahabad HC held that Muslims are not minority in UP, even when Muslims are minority at 

national level. 

 Minority appeasement- many political parties have promised minority status to woo voters in their favor. This leads 

to populism and defeats the very purpose of giving minority status to any community to maintain their 

distinctiveness. 

 There is no uniformity at state level for defining and recognizing minority communities. This has left some minority 

communities at the mercy of state government for recognizing their minority status. 

 There is no definite procedure for revoking of minority status in future. 

Conclusion- 

There is need of clarity and transparency in identifying minority community. According to SC in TMA Pai case, minority 

status should be determined in relation to the source and territorial application of the particular legislation against 

which protection is claimed. If it is a parliamentary law, minorities must be defined nationally. On the other hand, if it 

is state law, minorities may be defined on the basis of numerical inferiority in the state. 

 

Q) Discuss critically concerns raised against setting up of the proposed National 

Commission for the Socially and Educationally Backward Classes (NCSEBC). (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- 

 Lok Sabha passed the 123rd amendment to the Constitution which will, when it becomes law, bring into being a 

‘constitutional’ National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC). The current NCBC was created under an Act of 

Parliament in 1993. The new insertion into the Constitution (Article 338B) is identical to the Articles 338 and 338A that 

respectively created the national commission for SCs and another for STs. (The amendment also brings about changes 

to Articles 342 and 366.) Like the NCBC, the new body too will comprise of a chairperson, a vice-chairperson and three 

other members. The previous commission had powers to examine requests for inclusion of any community in the list of 

backward classes and hear complaints of over-inclusion or under-inclusion, following which it advises the Union 

government. In its new form, the constitutional authority could give it more teeth. 

CONCERNS RAISED :- 

 Union government has in one stroke brought BCs in league with the SC/STs as victims of discrimination, exclusion 

and violence. Though Article 338B keeps the socially and educationally backward classes as its subject matter, in 

practice the proposed system will treat the developmental issues related to BCs on a par with caste discrimination 

and untouchability suffered by SCs and even by STs It not only is illogical and lacks historical justification, but is 

fraught with several challenges 

 It places the NCSEBC on par with the National Commission for the Scheduled Castes (NCSC) and the National 

Commission for the Scheduled Tribes (NCST). This effects two major changes: First, it shifts responsibility for 

amending the list of Other Backward Classes (OBCs) from the government to Parliament; second, it effectively 

takes away the power that the states currently have to determine their own OBC lists. 
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 The 123rd amendment delinks the whole folio of backward classes from Article 340 and brings it closer to 

provisions related to SC/STs. The government initially proposed to set up the “National Commission for Socially 

and Educationally Backward Classes” which is — in nomenclature, at least — closer to Article 340. By retaining the 

old generic name of NCBC and delinking the body from its soul (Article 340), the government set the stage for the 

whole scheme of special protections under the Constitution to crumble. 

 Once the 123rd amendment becomes law, Article 340 will be dead without being accorded the dignity of a repeal. 

It will be a pity. The article reflects the Constituent Assembly’s understanding on the matter which is relevant even 

today: there are classes, not castes, which suffer from social and educational backwardness, and the state has the 

burden of allocating adequate funds to ameliorate their conditions. 

Way Forward:- 

The mandate of NCSEBC should be 

 Along with its previous functions of recommending BC inclusion in list must address the grievances of the SEBC 

communities. 

 It is advised to bifurcate the communities as “backward”, “more backward”, “most backward”, and “extremely 

backward” with the sub quotas to ensure that benefits reaches the most deserving rather than blanket reservation 

under one quota. This will also stop instances like Jat agitation, Patels agitation etc. 

 Greater transparency in functioning by introducing parliamentary concurrence for changes in BC list than just 

executive order. 

 It must have vision and agenda to not only include or exclude BC from list but to ensure overall development of 

each community which helps in bringing equality among all. 

 Must advice and guide Centre in policy formulation, monitor their effectiveness and progress of SEBC. 

 The members of the commission must be persons of repute earned through long and sincere service for backward 

classes and knowledge and experience of society, social backwardness and developmental processes relevant to 

advancement of SEBCs. They should not have any political affiliation. 

 Must instil confidence in the SEBC community through better representation of SEBC in the Commission. 

 Any inclusion or exclusion must be backed by objective data with overlying parliamentary scrutiny. 

 Must check any attempt by Advanced Communities to get listed as SEBC. 

 It should include a grievance redressal mechanism in its framework, which is absent in the present setup. This will 

establish a positive feedback system for the govt, where they can receive suggestions for better performance. 

 

Q) Recently, the Telangana assembly passed a law increasing the reservation for OBC 

Muslims in jobs and education from 4 per cent to 12 per cent. Is this law justified? 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction :- 

 Telangana assembly passed a law increasing the reservation for OBC Muslims in jobs and education from 4 per cent to 

12 per cent. It asked the Centre to include the 62 per cent reservation in the state in the Constitution’s Ninth Schedule 

— on the pattern of Tamil Nadu, which has 69 per cent reservation. The 50 per cent cap on reservation is a judicial 

innovation and is not mentioned in the Constitution. Ninety per cent of Telangana’s population is SC/ST and OBC; so, 

the 50 per cent limit is irrational in the state’s case. Since two five-judge benches and one seven-judge bench of the 

Hyderabad High Court had struck down reservation for Muslims earlier, the state government is keen to get its new 

reservation law inserted in Schedule Nine, which, as the law stands today, gives some protection against, but not 

complete immunity from, judicial review. 

Background:- 

 In 2004, the Andhra Pradesh government directed its Commissionaire of Minority Welfare to submit a report on 

the social, economic and educational backwardness of the Muslim community. A government order was issued on 

the basis of the Commissionerate’s report in 2004 providing 5 per cent reservation for the entire Muslim 
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community, treating it as a backward class. The High Court struck down this reservation in the T. Muralidhar Rao 

case (2004) on the technical ground that the Backward Classes Commission was not consulted. 

 In compliance with the directive, the state referred the issue to the Backward Classes Commission. Based on the 

commission’s report, the state government promulgated an ordinance in 2005, declaring the entire Muslim 

community as backward. It provided 5 per cent reservation to the community. The High Court again struck down 

this reservation in the B. Archana Reddy case (2005) on the ground that while the benefit was extended to the 

entire Muslim community, the Backward Classes Commission had not identified the community’s social 

backwardness properly. The five-judge bench, though, reiterated that there was no bar on declaring Muslims, as a 

community, socially and educationally backward, provided they satisfy the test of social backwardness. 

 To meet these gaps, the state referred the matter to the Backward Classes Commission again and legislated an act 

in 2007. But the High Court refused to accept the Commission’s recommendations, again arguing that it had failed 

to evolve scientific criteria to determine Muslim relative backwardness. However, the Supreme Court in the Indra 

Sawhney case did hold that the “Muslim community as a whole may be found socially backward”. 

The law is justified on following grounds:- 

 Technically speaking, the latest legislation cannot be called reservation for Muslims as the benefits will not accrue 

to all Muslims in the state. They will only be for some Muslim castes such as butchers, carpenters, gardeners and 

barbers. Similar occupational castes among the Hindus enjoy the benefits of reservation. The legislation passed by 

the Telangana assembly will thus benefit certain classes identified on the basis of social and educational 

backwardness. Strictly speaking, such reservation will not be against Article 15(1) of the Constitution which 

prohibits discrimination “only on the basis of religion”. 

 The Backward Classes Commission headed by B.S. Ramulu approved the findings of the G. Sudhir Commission 

(2016) which rightly found the 11 yardsticks for determining backwardness laid down by the Mandal Commission, 

and approved by the Supreme Court in the Indra Sawhney case, outdated. The parameters for reservation laid 

down in the Indra Sawhney case need to be reviewed. 

 In fact, the call for an objective review of the reservation policy. In the Jat reservation case, the apex court has 

pointed out that new parameters to determine backwardness need to be evolved and we should move away from 

caste-centric parameters. 

 Accordingly, the Sudhir Commission has come up with an “index of deprivations” of all communities to show that 

while Hindu SCs/STs have an overall deprivation level of 82.8 per cent in Telangana, Muslims OBCs are next on 

the index with a score of 69.5 per cent. Hindu OBCs are doing much better with a deprivation index of 50.2 per 

cent — others have an extremely low deprivation index of just 20.5 per cent. Thus, on most  indicators, Muslims in 

Telangana have a  relatively high deprivation level. 

Issues involved:- 

 It may create a furore among OBCs to improve their stake in the reservation citing that their population in the state 

is over 50% and they’d hence need a proportional reservation. Same may be the case with people from other 

minorities asking for their quota to be increased. 

 With Telangana govt taking cue from Tamil Nadu’s 69% reservation and demanding for inclusion in the Ninth 

Schedule, other states may follow suit and pressurise the Centre especially during elections, thus resulting in 

votebank politics. 

 There’d be further insecurity amongst the people from the Upper castes who are economically backward about 

getting admissions into colleges and in government jobs with this increase. 

 As the quota increase is for a particular religion, this may induce polarisation too. 

 Use of 9th Schedule: Now to preclude judicial review states has requested to include the bill in the 9th schedule 

which is immune from the judicial review. But this type of exclusion encourages the archaic and arbitrary laws. 

Conclusion:- 

Though this reservation may increase the number of OBC muslims in the govt job sector and in govt colleges, the 

problem is that once the reservation is provided, it doesn’t come with an expiry date. Just like the way, the caste based 

reservations aimed at uplifting the marginalized communities which were to stay only for a period of 10 years are still 

present. Increasing the quota will not address the source of the problem. Successful implementation of better education 

facilities, healthcare thus improving the overall quality of life would be an ideal way to tackle the problem. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  69 www.insightsias.com  

Q) On the questions of who will determine which group is a minority and status of minority 

groups in India, critically examine the opinion of the Supreme Court and measures taken 

by the government. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Context- 

Recently a PIL was filed by a Jammu-based advocate in the Supreme Court, alleging that the rights of religious and 

linguistic minorities in the State are being “siphoned off illegally and arbitrarily” and the subsequent affidavits by the 

Central and Jammu and Kashmir governments give a chance to look again into the secularism versus communalism 

debate. 

While Articles 29 and 30 of the Constitution guarantee certain rights to minorities for protection of their culture, script, 

and languages, the Constitution has not defined or identified religious and linguistic minorities. 

Opinion of the Supreme Court- 

 The question of who will determine which group is a minority was also left unanswered until the Supreme Court 

settled this in TMA Pai Foundation v. State of Karnataka, wherein it held that the unit for the purpose of 

determining the definition of minority would be the State, not the whole of India. 

 Further, the SC in Bal Patil v. Union of India had said the National and State Minorities Commissions should direct 

their activities to maintain the unity and integrity of India by gradually eliminating the minority and majority 

classes. It said that the Minority Commission should act in a manner so as to prevent generating feelings of aversion 

towards multiculturalism in various sections of India. 

Measures taken by the government- 

 The setting up of a Minorities Commission was envisaged in 1978 to ensure that minorities are able to enjoy the 

safeguards provided for them in the Constitution and various Central and State laws. 

 The National Commission for Minorities Act was passed in 1992 to give a statutory backing to the Commission. 

According to Section 1 (ii) of the Act, it extends to the whole of India except Jammu and Kashmir, and as per Section 

2 (iii), ‘minority’ means a community notified as such by the Central government. 

 Using this power, the Central government through a gazette notification dated October 23, 1993 notified Muslims, 

Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and Zoroastrians (Parsis) as ‘minorities’ for the purpose of this Act. Jains were 

declared as a minority later. 

 Ministry of Minority affairs was carved out of Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment to ensure a more 

focussed approach on minority affairs. 

 The government has undertaken various schemes like scholarship schemes for elementary education, Maulana 

Azad National Fellowship for pursuing higher studies, Padho Pradesh for overseas studies, Nai Udaan for civil 

service preparation. But the efficiency of the implementation of such schemes is not up to the mark. 

There are many areas where works need to be done- 

 The areas where the minorities are skilled needs to be identified. Later they need to financed and promoted so as 

to make it their livelihood and pave the way for economic development. 

 Participation and share of minorities in policy initiatives is also not so efficient which is essential to identify and 

address their problems. 

 The minority educational institutions are not yet streamlined with the mainstream educational institutions so as 

to be eligible for competitive examinations. 

Minority rights needs not only to be protected but nurtured and developed so as to attain a certain level of economic and 

social development from where the concept of minority-majority will be overshadowed for larger interest of 

development. 
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Q) What does the Indian constitution and amendments made to it talk about backward 

commissions? Also examine criticisms made against proposed new backward commission. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Other Backward Class (OBC) is a collective term used by the Government of India to classify castes which are socially 

and educationally disadvantaged. It is one of several official classifications of the population of India, along 

with Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (SCs and STs). The OBCs were found to comprise 52% of the country’s 

population by the Mandal Commission report of 1980, a figure which had shrunk to 41% by 2006 when the National 

Sample Survey Organisation took place. 

Until 1985, the affairs of Backward Classes were looked after by the Backward Classes Cell (BCC) in the Ministry of 

Home Affairs. With the creation of a separate Ministry of Welfare in 1985 (renamed as Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment on 25 May 1998) the matters relating to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes 

(OBCs) and Minorities were transferred to the new Ministry. 

The Backward Classes Division in the ministry looks after the policy, planning and implementation of programmes 

relating to social and economic empowerment of OBCs. It also looks after matters relating to two institutions set up for 

the welfare of OBCs: National Backward Classes Finance and Development Corporation (NBCFDC) and the National 

Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC). 

OBC Definition: 

What is Other Backward Class: The peoples economically & socially backward other than SC, ST and FC are an Other 

Backward Class (OBC). 

Who are the Other Backward Class: The peoples who belong to Backward Class (BC), Most Backward Class (MBC) and 

Denotified Community (DCN) category in the respective Indian states government’s criteria are grouped & called 

as Other Backward Class (OBC). 

Overview: 

Backward class people is a collective term, used by the Government of India, for castes which are economically and 

socially disadvantaged. They typically include the Other Backward Classes (OBCs). According to “The Times of India” 

on 31 August 2010, even after 17 years, at most 7% of seats have been filled by OBCs, regardless of their 27% reservation. 

This difference between proportion of different communities in higher educational institutions is mainly because of 

difference in primary school enrolment. Political parties in India have attempted to use these communities as vote banks. 

Obligation of the government: 

Under Article 340 of the Indian Constitution, it is obligatory for the government to promote the welfare of the Other 

Backward Classes (OBC). Article 340(1) states, ” The president may by order appoint a commission, consisting of such 

persons as he thinks, fit to investigate the conditions of socially and educationally backward classes within the territory 

of India and the difficulties under which they labour and to make recommendations as to the steps that should be taken 

by the union or any state to remove such difficulties and as to improve ‘their condition and as to the grants that should 

be made, and the order appointing such commission shall define the procedure to be followed by the commission.” 

Article 340(2) states, “A commission so appointed shall investigate the matters referred to them and present to the 

president a report setting out the facts as found by them and making such recommendations as they think proper.” 

National Commission on Backward Classes:- 

 National Commission for Backward Classes is an Indian statutory body under the Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment established on 14 August 1993. It was constituted pursuant to the provisions of the National 

Commission for Backward Classes Act, 1993. In 2017, a bill seeking to grant constitutional status to the National 

Commission for Backward Classes is scheduled to be passed in Parliament. Lok Sabha has already passed it. 

 The commission was the outcome of Indra Sawhney & Ors. Vs. Union of India. The Supreme Court of India in its 

Judgement dated 16.11.1992 in Writ Petition (Civil) No. 930 of 1990 – Indra Sawhney & Ors. Vs. Union of India 

and Ors., reported in (1992) Supp. 3 SCC 217 directed the Government of India, State Governments and Union 

Territory Administrations to constitute a permanent body in the nature of a Commission or Tribunal for 

entertaining, examining and recommending upon requests for inclusion and complaints of over-inclusion and 
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under-inclusion in the list of OBCs. The Supreme Court held that the Constitution recognised only social and 

educational — and not economic — backwardness. 

 The number of backward castes in Central list of OBCs has now increased to 5,013 (without the figures for most of 

the Union Territories) in 2006 as per National Commission for Backward Classes. In October 2015, National 

Commission for Backward Classes proposed that a person belonging to OBC with an annual family income of up to 

₹15 lakhs should be considered as minimum ceiling for OBC. 

 NCBC also recommended sub-division of OBCs into ‘backward’, ‘more backward’ and ‘extremely backward’ blocs 

and divide 27% quota amongst them in proportion to their population, to ensure that stronger OBCs don’t corner 

the quota benefits. 

 The NCBC Bill, passed by Lok Sabha in 2017, will insert Article 338B into the Constitution after Articles 338 and 

338A which deal with the National Commission for Scheduled Castes (SC) and National Commission for Scheduled 

Tribes (ST) respectively. 

Recent steps by government :- 

 Lok Sabha passed the 123rd amendment to the Constitution which will, when it becomes law, bring into being a 

‘constitutional’ National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC). The current NCBC was created under an Act 

of Parliament in 1993. 

 The new insertion into the Constitution (Article 338B) is identical to the Articles 338 and 338A that respectively 

created the national commission for SCs and another for STs. (The amendment also brings about changes to 

Articles 342 and 366.) Like the NCBC, the new body too will comprise of a chairperson, a vice-chairperson and 

three other members. 

 The previous commission had powers to examine requests for inclusion of any community in the list of backward 

classes and hear complaints of over-inclusion or under-inclusion, following which it advises the Union government. 

In its new form, the constitutional authority could give it more teeth. 

CONCERNS RAISED :- 

 Union government has in one stroke brought BCs in league with the SC/STs as victims of discrimination, exclusion 

and violence. Though Article 338B keeps the socially and educationally backward classes as its subject matter, in 

practice the proposed system will treat the developmental issues related to BCs on a par with caste discrimination 

and untouchability suffered by SCs and even by STs It not only is illogical and lacks historical justification, but is 

fraught with several challenges 

 It places the NCSEBC on par with the National Commission for the Scheduled Castes (NCSC) and the National 

Commission for the Scheduled Tribes (NCST). This effects two major changes: First, it shifts responsibility for 

amending the list of Other Backward Classes (OBCs) from the government to Parliament; second, it effectively 

takes away the power that the states currently have to determine their own OBC lists. 

 The 123rd amendment delinks the whole folio of backward classes from Article 340 and brings it closer to 

provisions related to SC/STs. The government initially proposed to set up the “National Commission for Socially 

and Educationally Backward Classes” which is — in nomenclature, at least — closer to Article 340. By retaining the 

old generic name of NCBC and delinking the body from its soul (Article 340), the government set the stage for the 

whole scheme of special protections under the Constitution to crumble. 

 Once the 123rd amendment becomes law, Article 340 will be dead without being accorded the dignity of a repeal. 

It will be a pity. The article reflects the Constituent Assembly’s understanding on the matter which is relevant even 

today: there are classes, not castes, which suffer from social and educational backwardness, and the state has the 

burden of allocating adequate funds to ameliorate their conditions. 

Way Forward:- 

The mandate of NCSEBC should be 

 Along with its previous functions of recommending BC inclusion in list must address the grievances of the SEBC 

communities. 

 It is advised to bifurcate the communities as “backward”, “more backward”, “most backward”, and “extremely 

backward” with the sub quotas to ensure that benefits reaches the most deserving rather than blanket reservation 

under one quota. This will also stop instances like Jat agitation, Patels agitation etc. 
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 Greater transparency in functioning by introducing parliamentary concurrence for changes in BC list than just 

executive order. 

 It must have vision and agenda to not only include or exclude BC from list but to ensure overall development of 

each community which helps in bringing equality among all. 

 Must advice and guide Centre in policy formulation, monitor their effectiveness and progress of SEBC. 

 The members of the commission must be persons of repute earned through long and sincere service for backward 

classes and knowledge and experience of society, social backwardness and developmental processes relevant to 

advancement of SEBCs. They should not have any political affiliation. 

 Must instil confidence in the SEBC community through better representation of SEBC in the Commission. 

 Any inclusion or exclusion must be backed by objective data with overlying parliamentary scrutiny. 

 Must check any attempt by Advanced Communities to get listed as SEBC. 

 It should include a grievance redressal mechanism in its framework, which is absent in the present setup. This will 

establish a positive feedback system for the govt, where they can receive suggestions for better performance. 

 

Q) Examine how the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, is an improvement over 

1995 Disabled Act. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Parliament repealed the 1995 Act and brought in the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, the Preamble of which 

marks respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including the freedom to make one’s own choices, and 

independence of disabled persons, among other goals. The 2016 Act is expected to give full effect to the United Nations 

Convention. 

Its improvements over 1995 act are as follows:- 

 Rights based approach- the new Act empowers persons with disabilities (PwDs) with the right to equality, 

preservation of dignity and personal liberty. It also protects against discrimination. Such a rights based approach 

was absent in the 1995 Act. 

 Expanded list of disabilities- the type of disabilities have been increased to 21 with provision for adding more. 

The 1995 recognised only 7 disabilities. 

 Special Provisions for persons with benchmark disabilities- 

Education- right to free education in a neighborhood school for children between 6-18 years with a benchmark 

disability. 

Employment- reservation of 4% seats in government establishments for such persons. Provision of incentives for 

private entities to reserve 5% seats for the same. Focus on vocational training and self- employment.  

The 1995 Act provided for right to free education till 18 years and 3% vacancies in government employment for 

PwDs. No provision benchmark disabilities in people. 

 Guardianship of mentally ill persons- provision of grant of limited guardianship by the District Court- a limited 

guardian will take joint decisions with the mentally ill person- affirmation of freedom of the mentally ill. 

The 1995 Act had no such provision. 

 Social security- the new Act widens the ambit of social security- provision for community centres with good 

standard of living, support to women for livelihood, free healthcare in the neighbourhood areas, cultural and 

sporting activities etc. 

The 1995 Act’s focus on social security was limited to financial assistance and insurance coverage- community 

participation and recreational approaches were ignored. 

 Grievance Redressal-penal provisions for violating the provisions of the Act. Imprisonment between 6 months- 5 

years and fine for those inflicting violence or intimidations a PwD. Gender specific clauses make the Act gender 

sensitive, a significant development over the 1995 Act. 
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 The Act sets up Central and State Advisory Boards for policy development. It also strengthens the Officer of Chief 

Commissioner and State Commissioner for PwDs 

 

Topic:  Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

Q) Critically discuss ramifications of the late Chief Minister J. Jayalalithaa’s 20-year-old 

Disproportionate Assets (DA) case.  (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The late Chief Minister J. Jayalalithaa’s 20-year-old Disproportionate Assets (DA) case is no ordinary one. Its 

ramifications, legally, in the country are wide-ranging and severe.  

Background of the case- 

On March 21, the State of Karnataka filed a review petition challenging that part of the order which held that the case 

against Jayalalithaa had abated. Our argument was that when the death of the accused takes place long after the 

arguments are concluded but before a judgment is pronounced, there will be no question of abatement of appeal. 

But the Supreme Court, by dismissing on April 5 the review petition filed by the State of Karnataka, missed an 

opportunity to settle this issue. Consequentially, what the highest court of the country has done is to set a bad precedent 

in helping corrupt public servants. 

Ramifications- 

 A case regarding acquisition of disproportionate assets by a public servant, under the Prevention of Corruption Act, 

stands on a slightly different footing from an ordinary criminal case. In the case of possessing disproportionate 

assets, the allegation is that a public servant amasses wealth by illegal means and the object of law is not merely to 

punish the offender but also to see that the offender or his/her legal representatives do not own or enjoy such 

illegally acquired assets. 

 If we consider the case where an accused public servant chose to commit suicide after acquiring huge property by 

illegal means. Legal representatives or heirs of the accused, according to the Supreme Court, can later enjoy the 

benefits of the illegally accrued wealth and property left behind, as the case against the accused public servant 

abates. This is a retrograde step in the march towards eradication of corruption in public life. 

 Order XXII Rule 6 of the Code of Civil Procedure in unambiguous terms states that there will be no abatement of 

an appeal if the death is after judgment is reserved. It further clarifies that such judgment pronounced shall have 

the same force and effect as if the judgment was delivered on the date on which the arguments were concluded. 

The abrupt conclusion of the Supreme Court that the appeal against Jayalalithaa has abated ignores the above said 

principle of law.  

Under the circumstances, it would have been appropriate for the Supreme Court to at least afford an opportunity to the 

parties to address arguments on this question and take a suitable decision. However, the court dismissed the review 

petition on merits, rejecting the request for oral hearing. This could set the wrong precedent in the future. 

 

Q) Comment on the changes made to Lokpal Act and its delay in operationalisation. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- 

 Since its passage the implementation of Lokpal act has marred with many difficulties like absence of leader of opposition 

in selection panel, various structural issues, controversy over search committee etc which are causing delays. Now 

government has amended the act leading to its dilution. 

The Lokpal act 2014:- 

 The Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 seeks to provide for the establishment of Lokpal for the Union and Lokayukta 

for States to inquire into allegations of corruption against certain public functionaries and for related matters. The 
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act extends to whole of India, including Jammu & Kashmir and is applicable to “public servants” within and outside 

India. The act mandates for creation of Lokpal for Union Lokayukta for states 

 Composition of Lokpal 

The institution of Lokpal is a statutory body without any constitutional backing. Lokpal is a multimember body, made 

up of one chairperson and maximum of 8 members. 

 Who can become the Chairperson? 

The person who is to be appointed as the chairperson of the Lokpal should be either of the following: Either the former 

Chief Justice of India Or the former Judge of Supreme Court Or an eminent person with impeccable integrity and 

outstanding ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in the matters relating to anti-

corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance including insurance and banking, law and management. 

 Who can become a member? 

Out of the maximum eight members, half will be judicial members. Minimum fifty per cent of the Members will be from 

SC / ST / OBC / Minorities and women. The judicial member of the Lokpal should be__ either a former Judge of the 

Supreme Court or a former Chief Justice of a High .The non-judicial member should be an eminent person with 

impeccable integrity and outstanding ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in the 

matters relating to anti-corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance including insurance and banking, 

law and management. 

 Who cannot become the chairperson? 

The following persons cannot become chairperson of Lokpal: MPs and MLAs Persons convicted of any offense involving 

moral turpitude Less than 45 years of age Members of Panchayats or Municipality A person who was removed or 

dismissed from the public service A person who holds any office of trust / profit; if so, he would need to resign from 

Lokpal A person who is affiliated to a political party Carries on some business / profession; if so, he would need to quit 

some business 

 Appointment of Chairperson and members 

The members are to be appointed by President on the recommendations of a selection committee. This selection 

committee is made up of_: Prime Minister—Chairperson; Speaker of Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha 

Chief Justice of India or a Judge nominated by him / her One eminent jurist 

 Term of Office: The term of office for Lokpal Chairman and Members is 5 years or till attaining age of 70 years. 

The salary, allowances and other conditions of service of chairperson are equivalent to Chief Justice of India and 

members is equivalent to Judge of Supreme Court. If the person is already getting the pension (for being a former 

judge), the equivalent pension amount will be deducted from the salary. The source of salary for Lokpal and 

Members is Consolidated Fund of India. If the chairperson dies in office or has resigned from the post, President 

can authorise the senior-most Member to act as the Chairperson until new chairperson is appointed. If chairperson 

is not available for certain functions due to leave, his job will be done by senior most member. 

 Post retirement jobs: Once a Lokpal chairperson / member has ceased to be so, he cannot take up the following 

jobs: He cannot be reappointed as chairperson / member of Lokpal Cannot take any diplomatic assignment Cannot 

be appointed as administrator to a Union Territory Any constitutional / statutory post in which appointment is 

made by President Any other office under the government of India He cannot contest any of the elections such as 

President / Vice President / MLA / MLC/ Local bodies for 5 years after relinquishing the post. 

 Officials of Lokpal 

There are three important officers of Lokpal. They are appointed by Lokpal Chairperson. Secretary to Lokpal Director 

of Inquiry Director of Prosecution There is one secretary appointed by the chairperson from a panel of names sent by 

central government. The Director of Inquiry and Director of Prosecution cannot be below the rank of Additional 

Secretary to the Government of India. These officials will also be appointed by chairperson. 

 Inquiry Wing of Lokpal 

According to the act, the Lokpal would constitute an Inquiry Wing, which is to be headed by Director of Inquiry. Its 

function is to conduct the preliminary inquiry into any offence alleged to have been committed by a public servant 

punishable under the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988. 
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 Prosecution Wing 

According to the act, the Lokpal by notification would constitute a Prosecution Wing. This wing will be headed by the 

Director of Prosecution for the purpose of prosecution of public servants. 

 Jurisdiction of Lokpal 

The following come under the jurisdiction of Lokpal: Prime Minister of India, under certain conditions as stipulated in 

the adjacent box. All ministers of the Union Members of Parliament except for matters related to article 105 of 

constitution. (that is anything said or a vote given by him in Parliament) Group ‘A’ or Group ‘B’ officers Group ‘C’ or 

Group ‘D’ officials Any person who is or has been in-charge (director / manager/ secretary) of anybody / society set up 

by central act or any other body financed / controlled by central government. Any other person involved in act of 

abetting, bribe giving or bribe taking 

 Lokpal Benches 

A Lokpal Bench will be constituted by the Chairperson with two or more members. Every Lokpal Bench has to have at 

least half members as judicial members. If bench consists of Chairperson, it will be headed by him. If the bench does not 

consist of chairperson, it will be headed by a judicial member only. The Lokpal benches will sit in New Delhi or any other 

places as decided by Lokpal. The benches can be constituted and reconstituted by Chairperson time to time. 

 How Lokpal works? 

Here is a simple account of how Lokpal works. Lokpal first of all receives a complaint. On receiving the complaint, it 

needs to decide if it would proceed further. Once it decides to proceed further, it would order a preliminary inquiry by 

either its own Inquiry Wing or other agency such as Delhi Special Police Establishment (CBI). The Preliminary enquiry 

has to be done within ninety (90) days of receiving complaint. It can be increased to further 90 days for reasons recorded 

in writing. Thus, preliminary enquiry has to be done in 6 months. The preliminary inquiry would ascertain if there is 

prima facie a case to proceed further. Now, here is a loop. If the complaint is related to Group A to Group D officers, 

Lokpal would refer the complaint to CVC. CVC will inquire and do as follows: In case of Group A and B officers, it would 

make a report and submit it to Lokpal In case of Group C and D Officers, it would itself proceed as per CVC act 2003. 

The Inquiry Wing or CBI can do the search and seizure operations etc. They would make a report and this report will be 

taken up by a Lokpal bench of minimum 3 members. This bench will give an opportunity to the allegedly corrupt officer 

to be heard of. After this, the following three alternatives will be there to proceed for: If the officer is guilty, Lokpal will 

grant sanction to its Prosecution Wing or CBI to file charge sheet against him. It can also direct initiation of departmental 

proceedings. If the officer is found innocent, Lokpal would direct the closure of report before the Special Court against 

the public servant and now would proceed against the complainant for making false complaints. 

 Powers of Lokpal 

The Lokpal has following powers: It has powers to superintendence over, and to give direction to CBI. If it has referred 

a case to CBI, the investigating officer in such case cannot be transferred without approval of Lokpal. Powers to authorize 

CBI for search and seizure operations connected to such case. The Inquiry Wing of the Lokpal has been vested with the 

powers of a civil court. Lokpal has powers of confiscation of assets, proceeds, receipts and benefits arisen or procured 

by means of corruption in special circumstances Lokpal has powers to recommend transfer or suspension of public 

servant connected with allegation of corruption. Lokpal has power to give directions to prevent destruction of records 

during preliminary inquiry. 

 Special Courts 

On the recommendation of the Lokpal, the Central Government shall constitute Special Courts to hear and decide the 

cases arising out of the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 or under Lokpal Act. Such courts are required to finish each 

trial within a period of one year from the date of filing of the case in the Court. This one year period may be extended for 

3 months by recording in writing. 

 Complaints against the Lokpal 

According to section 37 of the act, the Lokpal shall not inquire into any complaint made against the Chairperson or any 

Member of its own institution. The chairperson or member can be removed from his office by President on grounds of 

misbehaviour after a Presidential reference to Supreme Court on a petition signed by 100 MPs. However, President can 

also remove the chairperson / members under exceptional circumstances such as if they are adjudged insolvent; or take 

a paid job or is / are unfit because if infirm mind or body in the opinion of president. 

 Other Important Notes Lokpal will prepare its budget and forward it to central government. All charges related to 

expenses of Chairperson / members/ Director of Inquiry / Director of Prosecution will be charged on Consolidated 
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Fund of India. The accounts of Lokpal will be audited by CAG. Each member / officer of Lokpal will need to declare 

his assets on taking up Lokpal Offices. Lokpal will prepare an annual report which it would submit to President 

who in turn will get the report laid to each House of Parliament. Lokpal is to function as appellate authority for 

appeals arising out of any other law for the time being in force. Public officials have been given immunity against 

anything which is done in good faith or intended to be done in the discharge of his official functions or in exercise 

of his powers. Chairperson, Members, officers and other employees of the Lokpal are deemed to be public servants. 

Lokpal will not entertain any complaint, if the complaint is related to an offense that dates as back as 7 years or 

more. Civil Courts have been barred in respect jurisdiction of any matter under Lokpal. 

 Lokayukta 

Every State shall establish a Lokayukta by an state act, if it has not done so as of now. 

 What is not there in our Lokpal act? 

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act is perhaps the only legislation in the history of independent India, which has been so 

widely discussed, both inside and outside Parliament and has, thus generated so much awareness in the public mind 

about the need to have an effective institution of Lokpal to tackle corruption. However, the act passed hitherto is verbose, 

full of negatives and has numerous cross references. Still, here are a few things which are absent from this law: No 

protection to whistle blowers: This was one of the main demands in the Janlokpal Bill. The recently passed act has not 

at all provisions for whistle blower protection. We have to have a separate law for that. There is only one section on 

Lokayukta in the act which says that within one year, the states shall enact the Lokayukta act. However, there is nothing 

regarding their composition, powers etc. In fact, states are free to define how their own Lokayuktas would be appointed, 

how they would work and under what circumstances they would serve. The Lokpal act brings the PM under its 

jurisdiction, yet the Judiciary has been left. Judiciary is NOT subject to Lokpal jurisdiction. The provisions of the act 

have become anomalous because of Lokpal’s relations with the CBI. Under the provisions of the act, Lokpal has been 

vested with all powers related to only tose cases which it refers to CBI. Instead, there was a long demand that CBI should 

be merged with Lokpal. The current provisions are open to misuse. There are no provisions related to Citizen’s charter. 

There are no adequate provisions to appeal against the Lokpal. Lokpal cannot conduct inquiry against itself. 

 Additional Notes: Prime Minister under Lokpal According to the Lokpal and Lokayukta Act 2013, the PM comes 

within the jurisdiction of Lokpal but Lokpal will not inquire the PM if the allegation of corruption is related to 

international relations, external and internal security, public order, atomic energy and space. Further, allegation 

against Prime Minister can be taken up for inquiry only when the two conditions as follows are satisfied: Full bench 

of the Lokpal consisting of its Chairperson and all Members considers the initiation of inquiry At least two-thirds 

of its members approves of such inquiry Such inquiry against the Prime Minister will be done in camera. If the 

Lokpal concludes that the allegation is false and the inquiry should be dismissed, the records of the inquiry shall 

not be published or made available to anyone. 

Recent changes made:- 

 Asset Declaration: Original law had the provision mandating asset declaration by public servant and her family and 

related children but amendment bill has empowered the central government to prescribe form and manner for 

asset disclosure. 

 Parliamentary standing committee: Despite promising the bill is not been sent to the parliamentary standing 

committee for scrutiny. 

 Prosecution: Original bill had provision pertaining to prosecution in which Lokpal had powers to permit the 

prosecution of government officials but amended bill has necessitated to take permission from the government to 

prosecute the government officials working as well as retired. 

 CBI director appointment: Same requirement of LoP was required for the CBI director appointment but bill has 

amended and appointment has been done, this can be done in appointment of Lokpal also. 

Conclusion :- A speedy set up and functioning of Lokpal is the much awaited and need of the hour. Government must 

shoe utmost political will to implement it without dilution in order to send a strong signal about its commitment to wipe 

out corruption. 
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Q) “It’s time 295A and 153A of the IPC are revisited, to end vexatious criminal 

prosecution.” Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The Indian Penal Code (IPC) is the main criminal code of India. It is a comprehensive code intended to cover all 

substantive aspects of criminal law. The code was drafted in 1860 on the recommendations of first law commission of 

India established in 1834 under the Charter Act of 1833 under the Chairmanship of Thomas Babington Macaulay. It 

came into force in British India during the early British Raj period in 1862. 

Section 295A in The Indian Penal Code 

[295A. Deliberate and malicious acts, intended to outrage religious feelings of any class by insulting its religion or reli-

gious beliefs.—Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious feelings of any class 

of [citizens of India], [by words, either spoken or written, or by signs or by visible representations or otherwise], insults 

or attempts to insult the religion or the religious beliefs of that class, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 

description for a term which may extend to 4[three years], or with fine, or with both.] 

Section 295A of Indian Penal Code (IPC) falls under the “reasonable restrictions” of Article 19, that deals with the 

freedom of expression. It says that publishing content with “deliberate and malicious intentions” of hurting the religious 

feelings of a community is a punishable offence. This section has been in news in various cases, such as: 

 Wendy Doniger’s The Hindus: An Alternative History, faced severe opposition from certain sections and charges 

were booked under Section 295A. Under these pressures the Penguin publishers withdrew the book from the 

market and it opined that the Section 295A has become a serious impediment to the freedom of press in India. 

 A similar story of Perumal Murugan’s Madhorubhaganun wrapped in the state of Tamil Nadu which spoke about a 

controversial religious ceremony called “Niyoga”. The case booked under the same section is now pending in the 

Supreme Court. 

 Shirin Dalvi, an editor in a Urdu daily Avadhnamabased out of Mumbai had reproduced the infamous Charlie 

Hebdo’s cartoon on the Prophet (Peace be upon him). 

Section 153A in The Indian Penal Code 

[153A. Promoting enmity between different groups on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence, language, etc., 

and doing acts prejudicial to maintenance of harmony.— 

(1) Whoever— 

(a) by words, either spoken or written, or by signs or by visible representations or otherwise, promotes or attempts to 

promote, on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence, language, caste or community or any other ground 

whatsoever, disharmony or feelings of enmity, hatred or ill-will between different religious, racial, language or regional 

groups or castes or communities, or 

(b) commits any act which is prejudicial to the maintenance of harmony between different religious, racial, language or 

regional groups or castes or communities, and which disturbs or is likely to disturb the public tranquillity, 2[or] 2[(c) 

organizes any exercise, movement, drill or other similar activity intending that the participants in such activity shall use 

or be trained to use criminal force or violence or knowing it to be likely that the participants in such activity will use or 

be trained to use criminal force or violence, or participates in such activity intending to use or be trained to use criminal 

force or violence or knowing it to be likely that the participants in such activity will use or be trained to use criminal 

force or violence, against any religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or community and such activity for 

any reason whatsoever causes or is likely to cause fear or alarm or a feeling of insecurity amongst members of such 

religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or community,] shall be punished with imprisonment which may 

extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. Offence committed in place of worship, etc.—(2) Whoever commits an 

offence specified in sub-section (1) in any place of worship or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious 

worship or religious ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to five years and shall also be 

liable to fine.] 
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Other controversial sections of IPC:- 

Unnatural Offenses – Section 377 

Whoever, voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the order of nature with any man, woman or animal, shall be 

punished with imprisonment of life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 

Years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

Attempt to Commit Suicide 

The Section 309 of the Indian Penal Code deals with an unsuccessful attempt to suicide. Attempting to commit suicide 

and doing any act towards the commission of the offence is punishable with imprisonment up to one year or with fine 

or with both.  

Section 497 

The Section 497 of the IPC has been criticised on the one hand for allegedly treating woman as the private property of 

her husband, and on the other hand for giving women complete protection against punishment for adultery 

Death Penalty 

Sections 120B (criminal conspiracy), 121 (war against the Government of India), 122 (mutiny), 194 (false evidence to 

procure conviction for a capital offense), 302, 303 (murder), 305 (abetting suicide), 364A (kidnapping for ransom), 

364A (banditry with murder), 376A (rape) have death penalty as punishment. There is ongoing debate for abolishing 

capital punishment. 

Need to revisit these sections 295a AND 153:- 

The problem with insult laws, irrespective of the form they assume, is that they are inherently subjective. There is no 

guessing what causes insult/offence/hurt to people, leaving it open for such provisions to be blatantly misused.  

Larger picture about need to reform IPC:- 

 Its a British time code. Some penal code offences need to be dropped to make the code consistent with the new 

ideals of constitutional morality, viz. the narrowest possible definitions of crimes, presumption of innocence, proof 

beyond any shadow of doubt, individualism, and the rights of the accused. 

 The IPC was intended by T.B. Macaulay to be regularly revised by legislative amendment. This did not happen, 

with the result that the courts had to undertake this task upon themselves. The result was not very satisfactory as 

judges relied on common law, which the code had intended to replace. Most amendments have been ad hoc and 

merely reactive, and have not kept in view the underlying drafting principles of the original code. 

 The code has been premised on some very basic principles of criminal jurisprudence and hence the underlying 

expositions and definitions in the IPC mostly remained unchallenged 

 the classification of offences was kept generic and wider enough to include a vast array of wrong-doings and 

therefore it also did not pose major problems until recently. 

Way forward:- 

The project IPC revision would require the following suggestions for a comprehensive revamping of law: 

 There is a need to have empirical legal research showing areas required to be contemplated as new offences in the 

code. This project must be substantiated by empirical researchers and to be handled by professionals by 

undertaking extensive pre-legislative surveys. 

 The same process should also be applied in case of identification of offences to be dropped from the IPC on account 

of being outdated nature and issues of enforceability involved in them. 

 Considerable restructuring and re-arrangement of chapters in the IPC could be done, for instance in the areas of 

sexual offences. Despite changes in law following nation-wide agitation, there is no separate chapter on sexual 

offences in IPC. It is therefore the right time to dedicate a full chapter on this subject to bring all sexual offences at 

one place. 

 The chapter in the IPC on classification could also be based on the nature of liability such as mild, moderate and 

major liability, so that the quantum of fine could be spelled out accordingly. 

 To be comprehensive enough, the IPC must also include chapters on cyber laws, economic offences, and terrorist 

offences in the code. This would be helpful in avoiding duplicity and confusion. 
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 Illustrations provided with various sections are now totally outdated from the standpoint of today’s standards. They 

were relevant when the case law was not developed so the need to replace them is quite significant. 

 In the revised project, the indigenousness in the framing of laws must be given space which was completely left out 

by the IPC. 

Conclusion:- 

The two IPC provisions encourage the creation of what novelist Monica Ali described as a “marketplace of outrage” — 

an economy that feeds on anger and hostility. They need to be read down, their scope narrowed in a way that moral 

vigilantes and those who affect an emotional victimhood can no longer exploit the law to serve their narrow chauvinistic 

ends. The IPC seems to have fallen short as a scientific legislation fulfilling the need of a universal jurisprudence. But 

has given a framework to the jurists to develop a more rationalist and constitutionally grounded law for a rapidly growing 

democracy like India.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:- 

Malinath Committee Report on Criminal Justice System 

Society considers some behaviours so dangerous and destructive that it either strictly controls their occurrence or 

outlaws them outright. It is the job of the agencies of justice to prevent these behaviours by apprehending and punishing 

transgressors or deterring their future occurrence. Thus the criminal justice system is essentially an instrument of social 

control. 

The criminal justice system comprises the police (investigation), the prosecutor (prosecution), the courts (trial) and the 

prison (punishment and reforms). The role of the police is, no doubt, important in dealing with imminent threats to 

peace and order as well as in tackling violence when it erupts. However, for sustaining peace and order in society on a 

long term basis, the role of other wings of the criminal justice system is even more important. 

It is the sound criminal justice system which protects a law abiding citizen and deters a potential law breaker. The 

essence of an efficient criminal justice system is that the trial of an accused should be swift and punishment for a criminal 

should be certain and deterrent. 

In a groundbreaking report on reforms in India’s criminal justice system, a committee headed by Justice V S Malimath 

has recommended several farreaching changes.  

Some of the recommendations are as follows: 

 Among the reforms suggested are that the accused should not be presumed innocent till proven guilty “beyond 

reasonable doubt”. And, that a statement made by him before the police should be admissible in court as evidence.  

 Attempting to make things easier for the prosecution, the committee stated that it should be enough for the accused 

to be proven guilty if the evidence against him is “clear and convincing”. The standard of proof — “beyond 

reasonable doubt” — places an unreasonable burden on the prosecution and should be done away with.  

 The court will have the authority to question the accused during the trial, and his silence could be adversely 

construed. This will be implemented without affecting the right of the accused not to be a witness against himself.  

 It recommended making the confession statement of a witness, recorded by an official of the rank of SP or above 

with simultaneous audio/video recording, admissible in court.  

 Another recommendation is the enactment of a federal law to deal effectively with organised crime and terrorism.  

 The committee also recommended that the constitution of permanent criminal benches in high courts and the 

Supreme Court be presided over by specialised judges.  

 Also, to ensure discipline and a better code of conduct among judges, it has suggested that the chief justice be 

conferred with certain special powers.  

 For the first time, the committee recognised the rights of victims and witnesses. It suggested a witness protection 

programme and also the right of the victim to participate in the trial for offences punishable with imprisonment of 

seven years and above. The victim too should have the right to protection and compensation. 
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Q) Recently, the NITI Aayog released a draft action agenda for the three years till 2019-20. 

What are its objectives? What’s the role of states in achieving this agenda? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

NITI Ayog has reformed planning process in India. The 3 years Action plan will be in line with 7 years’ Strategy and 15 

years’ Vision. Thus, it will follow a rolling plan. It has replaced the erstwhile 5 years’ plans, which ended with this 

financial year. 

Recently released draft action agenda for 3 years is a step to achieve the vision in long term. This agenda is meant to be 

the first step towards attaining the envisioned outcomes by 2031-32 

Objectives- 

 Providing continuity and filling the hitherto vacuum in policy framework- by making the three years’ agenda a part 

of a long-term plan. 

 Promoting cooperative federalism: the draft has been prepared through extensive consultation with state 

governments, and it is meant to serve as a roadmap for the Aayog’s Governing Council (that includes the Prime 

Minister and all Chief Ministers). 

 Envisioning plans to shift additional revenues to high priority sectors, double farmers’ income (by 2022), create 

jobs, bring down land prices and expand tax base (through measures such as taxing agricultural income). 

 To achieve SDGs set for India i.e. in field of housing, poverty, health, education, women empowerment etc. 

 Role of state and local bodies in developmental process will be enhanced. 

 To promote sustainable Indian economic growth of 8%. 

Role of the states- 

States will discuss this draft and give their feedback which will be incorporated in the report. As the nation is moving 

towards cooperative federalism, State will have 

 To share the responsibility of growth in line with Principle of Subsidiarity, as proposed by 2nd ARC. 

 In line with fiscal discipline, state too have to share finances for infrastructural and human growth. 

 States will have to promote local governance bodies and planning at local level. 

However, the draft action agenda and the recent planning approach is lagging on several grounds- 

 The plan is still a top-down approach. 

 Governing council of NITI Ayog does not meet regularly to have a continuity in planning process. 

 15 years’ vision and 7 years’ strategy is not clearly stated, thus draft action plan’s effectiveness cannot be stated for 

now. 

 Growth prediction of 8% is tough to achieve consistently. 

 The planning vacuum has created for now, as 12th 5-year plan ended. 

Conclusion- 

NITI Ayog was formed to reform the planning process. The end of 12th 5 years’ plan period will bring new challenges to 

it. The need is to bring all stakeholder to develop inclusive policies and truly promote the principle of cooperative 

federalism. 
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Q) Critically comment on healthcare policymaking in India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

India is second most populous country with great diversity and addressing the healthcare needs is quite a challenging 

activity. However India’s policymakers have done a commendable job which is can be seems as follows 

 Universalization: National health policymaking strives to make healthcare universal in India- Health for all 

 Public expenditure: Aim has been to increase allocation to healthcare reflected in latest target of 2.5% of GDP in 

National Health Policy 2017 

 Affordability: Price capping through National List of Essential Medicines and establishing Jan Aushadhi Stores 

 Harnessing Private Sector: Aims to utilize their strength in strategic purchasing, training  

 Active Medical Tourism: Setting the right environment by incentivizing foreign patients 

 International recognition: Directing exports of drugs in disease-stricken regions like Africa. 

However, there have been shortcomings as well  

 Fundamental Right: Has failed to make health an fundamental right, at best striving for progressive assurance 

based approach. 

 Finance: Public expenditure target of 2.5% is low vis a vis standard benchmark of about OECD. Also no clear 

roadmap of achieving the target of 2.5% from the current dismal 1.15% 

 Corruption: The widespread corruption plaguing MCI has not been dealt timely and sternly. 

 Insurance penetration: Abysmally low with about 70% out of pocket expenditure. 

Conclusion:- India’s policymaking while laudable for its achievements needs to address lacunae in the existing 

system to achieve our health SDG goals 

 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations.  

Q) Why is Teesta issue between India and Bangladesh is regarded as litmus test of the 

relationship between these two countries? Also examine why Teesta issue remains 

unresolved. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Teesta is the fourth largest transboundary river shared between India and Bangladesh, after the Ganges, Brahmaputra 

and the Meghna (GBM) river system. 

 The total catchment area of the GBM is about 1.75 million square km. The Teesta originates in the Indian state of 

Sikkim and its total length is 414 km, out of which 151 km lie in Sikkim, 142 kms flow along the Sikkim-West Bengal 

boundary and through West Bengal, and 121 km run in Bangladesh. 

 In Bangladesh, the river mainly affects the five northern districts of Rangpur Division: Gaibandha, Kurigram, 

Lalmonirhat, Nilphamari and Rangpur. According to areport on the Teesta by The Asia Foundation in 2013, its 

flood plain covers about 14% of the total cropped area of Bangladesh and provides direct livelihood opportunities 

to approximately 7.3% of its population. 

The dispute:- 

 Historically, the root of the disputes over the river can be located in the report of the Boundary Commission (BC), 

which was set up in 1947 under Sir Cyril Radcliffe to demarcate the boundary line between West Bengal (India) 

and East Bengal (Pakistan, then Bangladesh from 1971). 

 In its report submitted to the BC, the All India Muslim League demanded the Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri districts 

on the grounds that they are the catchment areas of Teesta river system. 
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 It was thought that by having the two districts, the then and future hydro projects over the river Teesta in those 

regions would serve the interests of the Muslim-majority areas of East Bengal. Members of the Indian National 

Congress and the Hindu Mahasabha opposed this. 

 Both, in their respective reports, established India’s claim over the two districts. In the final declaration, which 

took into account the demographic composition of the region, administrative considerations and ‘other factors’ 

(railways, waterways and communication systems), the BC gave a major part of the Teesta’s catchment area to 

India. 

 The main reason to transfer major parts of Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri to India was that both were non-Muslim-

majority areas. Darjeeling had a 2.42% Muslim population while Jalpaiguri had 23.02% Muslims. The League’s 

claim was based on ‘other factors’. 

 During East Bengal’s days as a part of Pakistan, no serious dialogue took place on water issues between India and 

East Pakistan. After the liberation of East Pakistan and birth of a sovereign Bangladesh in 1971, India and 

Bangladesh began discussing their transboundary water issues. 

 In 1972, the India-Bangladesh Joint Rivers Commission was established. In its initial years, the most important 

concerns of water bureaucrats from both countries were the status of river Ganges, construction of the Farakka 

barrage and sharing of water from the rivers Meghna and Brahmaputra. 

 Although the issues related to the distribution of waters from the Teesta were discussed between India and 

Bangladesh, the river gained prominence only after the two countries signed the Ganga Water Treaty in 1996. 

 In 1983, an ad hoc arrangement on sharing of waters from the Teesta was made, according to which Bangladesh 

got 36% and India 39% of the waters, while the remaining 25% remained unallocated. After the Ganga Water 

Treaty, a Joint Committee of Experts was set up to study the other rivers. The committee gave importance to the 

Teesta. 

 In 2000, Bangladesh presented its draft on the Teesta. The final draft was accepted by India and Bangladesh in 

2010. In 2011, during then Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s visit to Dhaka, a new formula to share Teesta 

waters was agreed upon between the political leadership of the two countries. 

 But West Bengal’s chief minister Mamata Banerjee, who was then in a coalition with the Union government, 

opposed the agreement. Even when the Narendra Modi government accepted the new arrangement between India 

and Bangladesh, Banerjee did not. 

 In 2015, during Modi’s visit to Dhaka to exchange the ratified papers of the Land Boundary Agreement between 

India and Bangladesh, Banerjee joined him. But she maintained a silence over the issue of sharing Teesta waters. 

It has become a litmus test for following issues:- 

 Sheikh Hasina government which is accused by opposition that if it has any special relationship with India why 

Teesta issue has not been resolved. 

 After land boundary agreements only Teesta remains a contentious issue between the two countries. 

 It will pave the way for basin management of 54 other rivers. 

 The visit will make sense if Hasina government gets Teesta agreement done.in the next elections she can claim 

more legitimacy and Indo-Bangladesh relations will be based on some real foundation. 

Reasons why Tessta issue remained resolved: 

 Water is state subject: Bengal government has refused to cooperate in multiple occasion in past. 

 Rice cultivating area on both side of border: being pro poor government means any compromise will anger farmer 

vote bank. 

 Bangladesh playing Tessta card to give transit route via Bangladesh to northeast India. 

 Climate change and Vagaries of monsoon has intensified protest against water sharing. 

 Coalition government in India and Hostile and suspicious Bangladesh government has for long avoided the 

contentious topic. 

 There is also a rise in the radicalism in Bangladesh which is not allowing Sheikh Hasina government to make any 

major headway. 
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Conclusion:– 

 Both countries must bring in board different stakeholder; joint river basin management headed by hydrologist, 

agricultural specialist, farmer leaders is one of the solutions. Water being lifeline of millions of farmer on both side of 

border, thus issue calls for pragmatism and delicate handling involving larger social political and national interest 

 

Q) In recent times, cooperation between Dhaka and Delhi has been enhanced in many 

areas. Which are these areas? Also comment on the significance of upcoming visit of 

Bangladesh Prime Minister to India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Areas of cooperation- 

 Defence- India and Bangladesh share many common security problems and Bangladesh is seeking India’s active 

cooperation in making itself self-reliant in security. Thus both countries are poised to sign important defence deal 

in the upcoming visit of Bangladeshi PM’s visit to India. 

 Energy- India has recently introduced the concept of the Regional Power Trading System which will help various 

regions of the country in reducing the power deficit by transferring surplus power from another region. Under the 

Electricity Act 2003, the Indian companies could pool power in an exchange. A consumer would be free to buy it 

from anyone. This concept of power pool within India can also be enlarged to cover the neighbouring countries like 

Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal after the establishment of a sub-regional power pool and necessary inter-

connections among these countries are put in place. This can ultimately form a regional power pool thereby 

generating a huge opportunity for power trading in the region. 

 Infrastructural development- 

Lines of Credit- $1 billion was given for the Padma Bridge which World Bank refused. $862 million was given to buy 

equipment and services from Indian entities such as BHEL, RITES, small and medium enterprises. 

Small development projects- India announced a grant of nearly $10 million to Bangladesh for the implementation of 

various small development projects and also assured it to address trade imbalance issues. 

 Terrorism- both India and Bangladesh have adopted a common stance on tackling terrorism through not only 

cracking down on the purveyors of terror but also keeping at arm’s length, and in fact condemning, nations 

regarded as sponsors of terrorism in the region. 

 Health– India and Bangladesh signed a memorandum of understanding for cooperation in the fields of health 

and medical sciences that will include joint research in health and exchange of doctors and health professionals. 

The MoU is aimed at promoting cooperation between the two countries in the fields of health and medical sciences 

through exchange of scientific materials and information and joint collaboration in research in medical science. 

 Trade and investment- The two-way trade is $7 billion. The trade is set to go at $10 billion by 2018 through 

ports. Bangladesh Cabinet has approved a revised trade deal with India under which the two nations would be able 

to use each other’s land and water routes for sending goods to a third country, removing a long-standing barrier in 

regional trade. Under the deal India would also be able to send goods to Myanmar through Bangladesh. It 

incorporated a provision that the deal would be renewed automatically after five years if either of the countries did 

not have any objection. 

 Transport and communication- Efforts have been made for regular Bus and Train service for connecting West 

Bengal and North-East region with Bangladesh. 

 Diplomacy- In terms of diplomacy in the South Asian region, both countries have had identical views on how 

organizations such as the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) should be going forward in 

promoting cooperation among its member nations. Both India and Bangladesh pulled out of SAARC summit to be 

held in Pakistan for different reasons 

Areas of contention- 

 A major area of contention has been the construction and operation of the Farakka Barrage by India to increase 

water supply in the river Hoogly. Bangladesh insists that it does not receive a fair share of the Ganges waters during 

the drier seasons, and gets flooded during the monsoons when India releases excess waters. 

 Bangladesh has consistently denied India transit facility to the landlocked North Eastern Regions of India. 
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 Illegal Bangladeshi immigration into India is one of the great impediments in improving cooperation between the 

two. The border is porous and migrants are able to cross illegally, though sometimes only in return for financial or 

other incentives to border security personnel. 

 Teesta water sharing issue is yet to be solved by both the countries. 

Significance of the upcoming visit of the Bangladeshi PM to India- 

Despite its greater areas of cooperation, many issues of contention remain between the two countries. The upcoming 

visit is seen as the efforts to find solution to existing issues like Teesta water sharing, illegal migration etc and to 

strengthen the cooperation in areas like counter-terrorism, energy cooperation etc. The visit could help in resolving the 

mistrust between the two countries. The recent Bangladesh’s acquisition of two submarines from China had created 

jitters in the minds of Indian government. 

This visit could be the starting for improving economic relations between the two countries and to realize the true 

potential of trade and commerce. Further India is planning to accentuate motor vehicle agreement with Bangladesh, 

Nepal and Bhutan. Therefore the visit could fasten the process of realizing such regional connectivity projects. 

Bangladesh’s diplomatic support is of great importance for India to keep its influence in regional institutions like 

SAARC, BIMSTEC etc. Further Bangladesh’s maritime cooperation is required for maintaining control over Bay of 

Bengal. Thus visit could be greatly used by India to secure Bangladesh’s support in regional political arena. At the same 

time Bangladesh is poised to benefit in areas like defence, energy and water sharing through this visit.  

 

Q) Discuss critically Bangladesh’s recent socio-political struggles and India’s role in 

helping Bangladesh cope up with these struggles.(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Since the birth of Bangladesh to its todays evolution India has been a friend in need of Bangladesh. It has helped not 

only in coping up with the socio-political problems of Bangladesh but also in helped in realizing Bangladesh its true 

potential. 

Struggle faced:- 

 Freedom from Pakistan 

 Radicalism and Islamic fundamentalism: has taken lives of thousands of Bangla people, including Bangbandhu 

Mujibur Rehman. 

 Bangla Refugees: Huge population pressure on limited land and resources has pushed out many Bangla people in 

neighboring countries, like India and Myanmar. 

 Political Violence: Bangladesh Nationalist Party, supported by fundamentalist violent groups, has not allowed the 

current government to work smoothly. There have been intermittent episodes of political-religious violence since 

long. 

 Killing of Seculars and Rationalists by fundamentalists, labeling them anti-Islamic. 

 There are evidence of strong ISIS presence in Bangladesh, however, most of them are self-inspired. 

 Threat of military rule always looms large in difficult times. 

 War trials: Fundamentalists have adopted violence to stop executive and judiciary from delivering justice to Bangla 

people in by punishing those who committed murders and rapes during 1971 wars and after. 

Indian role becomes very important in stabilizing Bangla politics: 

 India actively helped Bangladesh in its struggle for independence. It raised and trained large army of Bangla youth 

called Mukti Vahini which played a crucial role in Bangladesh’s freedom. 

 India is cautiously trying to give more support and voice the secular, liberal and pro-development groups like 

Awami League Party under PM Sheikh Hasina. This will give strength to democratic ethos in Bangladesh. 

 Helping Bangladesh fight common problems like poverty, lack of education and health services, water scarcity, 

transport and communication, power, unemployment, population growth, etc. 
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 Finding common ground against radicalism and violence in any form in India, Bangladesh and south Asia in 

general. 

 Land Border Agreement between the two countries has increased confidence of people of Bangladesh in India and 

democracy. 

 Peaceful development through mechanisms of SAARC, BIMSTEC and other bilateral, multilateral agreements like 

Motor Vehicle Act. 

Conclusion: 

Mexican Nobel Laureate Octavio said ‘Friendship is a river’.  The friendship between Bangladesh and India is like a 

flowing river and full with generosity. This is the spirit of the people of the two neighbors. If our commitments are 

honest, we would be able to achieve many things that are beneficial to our people. Hence the bonhomie between two 

countries should enhance further. 

 

Q) Write a brief note on the geography of Teesta River and the reasons why sharing of its 

water between India and Bangladesh has become a dispute. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Sharing the waters of the Teesta river, which originates in the Himalayas and flows through Sikkim and West Bengal to 

merge with the Brahmaputra in Assam and (Jamuna in Bangladesh), is perhaps the most contentious issue between two 

friendly neighbours, India and Bangladesh. The river covers nearly the entire floodplains of Sikkim, while draining 

2,800 sq km of Bangladesh, governing the lives of hundreds of thousands of people. For West Bengal, Teesta is equally 

important, considered the lifeline of half-a-dozen districts in North Bengal. 

Geography of Teesta River- 

 The Tista River is famous for its emerald green waters. Prior to meeting the Brahmaputra River in Bangladesh as 

a tributary, the Tista River forms the boundary between West Bengal and Sikkim. The river is 196 miles (315) km 

long. About 115 km of its stretch is situated in Bangladesh. The average monthly flow of the river is approximately 

2,430 cumec and the catchment area of the river on the mountains is only 12,500 sq km. 

 Throughout its itinerary, the Tista River has formed canyons and narrow valleys in Sikkim rambling across the 

mountains with the hill station of Kalimpong situated just on the riverbanks. You will see diverse types of flora 

beside the itinerary of the river. At lesser heights, you will see tropical broad-leafed plants and bushes 

encompassing the hills nearby. At higher elevations, alpine plants are noticed. The Tista River has white sands on 

its side. This is an essential ingredient for the construction industry in the area. Big stones in and around the river 

waters make it a perfect place for river rafting fans. 

 Amid the townships of Lohapul and Rangpo, the river runs with an extremely mighty flow, which is right for 

whitewater rafting. Areas such as Melli and Tista Bazaar have amenities for river rafting in groups. In spite of the 

fact that the Teesta appears similar to a safe river, the underlying flows of the river are quite powerful. G.P. 

Robertson, the erstwhile Municipal Commissioner of Darjeeling, died after going berserk on the dinghy in the 

uproar at the time of inspecting the river. The boat hit a partly concealed stone and was drawn by a whirlpool, 

parting no hint of the riders. During the monsoon months, this modest river expands its riverbanks, both in terms 

of dimension and flow. Avalanches in these areas frequently block portions of the river in this period. 

Brief history of Teesta river dispute- 

 In 1983, an ad hoc water-sharing agreement allocated 39% of the water flow to India and 36% to Bangladesh and 

remaining 25% was left unallocated for a later decision. 

 In 2011, during the visit of former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to Dhaka, plans had been confirmed of an 

interim arrangement of 15 years, with India getting 42.5% and Bangladesh 37.5% of the river during dry seasons. 

The arrangement also included the setting of a joint hydrological observation station to gather accurate data for 

the future. The plans fell through when West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee opted out of the delegation 

led by Dr. Singh to Dhaka, expressing strong reservations against giving Bangladesh a greater share of water. 
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 Hopes were renewed during Ms. Banerjee’s visit to Dhaka in February 2015 as the Bengal CM was seemed to be in 

favor of resolving the issue. Despite her reassurances, she continues to flip-flop on her stance on the share 

Bangladesh should get.  

 Again during the visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in June 2015, Ms. Banerjee accompanied the delegation 

and positive expectations were rife on both sides. The Indian government accepted the new arrangement between 

India and Bangladesh, but Ms. Banerjee did not. Hence, the deal was not inked despite the willingness of central 

government.  

Reasons for the dispute over the sharing of water of Teesta River between India and Bangladesh- 

 Bangladesh’ lower riparian state woes- 83% of the river’s catchment lies in India and the remaining 17% in 

Bangladesh. More than one lakh hectares of land across five districts in Bangladesh are severely affected by 

upstream withdrawals of the Teesta’s waters in India. 

 Economic reasons- the agricultural and fishing community is dependent on the river in both West Bengal and 

Bangladesh. The river’s resources are thus a source of livelihood for many. West Bengal is dependent on the river 

for irrigation activities during dry summer months, a time when the river has a lean flow. On the other side of the 

border, fishing communities complain of fall in fishing activities, a major source of income for many in Bangladesh. 

The Teesta River’s floodplain covers an area of 2,750 sq km in Bangladesh, supporting roughly 10 million people. 

Estimated one lakh hectares of land across five districts of Bangladesh are severely impacted and face acute shortages 

during dry seasons. Further 14% crop production is dependent on the flow of the river in Bangladesh. 

 Hydro- politics negotiations have been continued since 1983 when a preliminary arrangement allocated 39% for 

India and 36% for Bangladesh. The remaining 25% was left for later negotiations. In 2011, negotiations were 

renewed, but opposition from West Bengal’s government stalled the talks. This led to disillusionment in 

Bangladesh regarding India’s political will to actually sign an agreement. 

 Hydropower projects on the Teesta- There are about 26 projects on the river in Sikkim. This naturally makes 

Bangladesh anxious whose external water dependency for water is over 90% as per the FAO. 

 Mythical deterrents- as per observations by the think tank, Observer Research Organization (ORF), the Teesta 

River is revered as holy and mythical. Superstitious locals have attributed the 1968 flooding of river in the 

Jalpaiguri district of West Bengal as being the result of the wrath of the displeased river. Sharing waters of the 

river, then, for these locals who are highly dependent on the river, is beyond imagination. And public sentiment 

can hardly be ignored by politicians. 

Way forward- 

One of the solutions could be construction of giant artificial reservoirs, where the monsoon water can be stored for the 

lean season. The reservoirs need to be built in India as the country has some mountain-induced sites favorable to hosting 

dams with reservoirs. 

In case of water sharing of Teesta river, India needs to take into account the concerns of the Bangladesh and should 

behave as ‘Elder Brother’ rather than ‘Big Brother’. The central government should take the quick steps to finalize the 

water sharing agreement as it would further strengthen the ties between two countries. 

 

Q) Discuss the contours and potential of electricity trade between India and Nepal. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

India-Nepal electricity synergy- 

Nepal is short of power and will need to import power for some years to accelerate its economic growth. India has surplus 

capacity at present. In the years to come, it can fruitfully import flexible hydropower from Nepal to balance its fast 

growing renewable generation and also provide a market for Nepal’s electricity. With this market, Nepal’s hydro 

potential can be developed faster. 

India and Nepal have been talking about electricity trade and joint projects for many years now, but somehow these 

talks did not succeed. It was only in 2014 when India and Nepal signed a Power Trade Agreement that the doors opened 

for Nepal developers/traders to access the Indian power market. At first, Nepal was apprehensive that it would not get 
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a fair deal trading with a large neighbour, but power is now traded in India on exchanges transparently and the price is 

known to all, thus assuaging some of Nepal’s apprehensions. 

What benefits can Nepal get with the energy cooperation with India- 

 Due to political uncertainty, the development of Nepal’s hydro potential has been delayed. Out of an economically 

viable and technically feasible potential of 43.5 GW, only 0.8 GW had been developed by March 2016. Thus, a great 

opportunity has been missed. By selling power to India, Nepal could have developed its economy at a faster rate. 

Bhutan has reaped the benefit of power export to India and its per capita income in purchasing power parity 

adjusted for international dollars increased from $475 in 1980 to $7,860 in 2015. India’s was $5,730 in 2015. 

 The prospect of electricity trade with India makes it possible for Nepal to develop its hydropower potential and has 

important consequences. Even though significant exports to India will begin only from 2025 because domestic 

capacity development takes time, Nepal could already benefit through larger import of electricity from India. 

Increased availability of electricity accelerates its economic development. By 2045, Nepal’s GDP becomes 39% 

larger, its per capita consumption 23% higher and per capita electricity consumption 50% higher than if trade were 

to continue at its modest current level. 

Trade also benefits India. Meeting the evening peak in India when its large solar PV capacity would not be available 

becomes easier and cheaper. The gains in monetary terms are comparable for both Nepal and India. 

Recent developments- 

An important step in promoting electricity trade between India and Nepal took place on February 14 when Energy 

Secretary-level talks — known as the joint steering committee (JSC) meeting — concluded in Kathmandu. It was decided 

to endorse the detailed project report of the 400 kV Butwal-Gorakhpur cross-border transmission line. It follows the 

guidelines issued by India’s Ministry of Power for cross-border electricity trade on December 5, 2016. 

Conclusion- 

A climate of confidence and trust in the long-term trading relationship between India and Nepal can greatly help Nepal 

meet its ambitious target and provide an opportunity for Indian investors to invest in Nepal. This could help us smoothen 

our recently strained relations with Nepal as well as strengthen our historically friendly ties. 

 

Q) In the light of Kulbhushan Jadhav episode, critically comment how should India and 

Pakistan resolve this issue. Do you think India’s perception of Pakistan being weak and 

isolated state is correct? Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Kulbhushan Jadhav was arrested by Pakistan in March 2016 , allegedly in Balochistan, for espionage and abetting terror. 

Pakistani military court has sentenced capital punishment to him on charges of spying and espionage. India has 

maintained that Kulbhushan Jadhav has been arrested from Iran where he was involved in business activities. Pakistan 

has consistently denied India the consular access to Kulbhushan Jadhav leading to rise in tension between the two.  

How India and Pakistan should resolve the issue? 

 Bilateral talks- hostility between India and Pakistan would result into no gains for either. Both being nuclear 

capable countries cannot risk the war and its consequences. So the best way for both the countries is to negotiate 

the issue bilaterally and find out amicable solution. 

 Joint investigation- India and Pakistan should set up joint team with equal representation from both the countries 

who should conduct a fair and time bound investigation to verify charges levlled against Kulbhushan. 

 International Court of Justice- India could put forward its case in ICJ as Pakistan is violating the 1963 Vienna 

Convention on Consular Relations. India and Pakistan are both the signatory of this convention. 

India’s perception of Pakistan being weak and isolated- 

Points in favor- 

 The boycott of recent SAARC summit in Islamabad by India and other countries was a successful attempt by India 

towards isolating Pakistan. Bangladesh openly backed India’s stand on various issues against Pakistan (though it 
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had its own reasons for withdrawing from SAARC) and Afghan President denounced Pakistan’s interference at the 

Heart of Asia summit. Thus India has by and large succeeded in isolating Pakistan in South Asia. 

 After the Uri attack India mounted diplomatic and international pressure on Pakistan to which many countries 

supported India’s stand. 

 India conducted cross-border surgical strikes in retaliation to the Uri attack to which India could successfully 

present at international forum as India’s right to defend its sovereignty. 

Points against- 

 China-Pakistan share strong political and security ties and China is considered as all-weather friend of Pakistan. 

Despite India’s consistent opposition to China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, China has made it integral part of 

OBOR. 

 Recently Russia has improved its relations with the Pakistan and the duo conducted military exercise for the first 

time signaling change in their bilateral relations. 

 Islamic countries like Saudi Arabia, UAE and institutions like Organizations of Islamic Countries share strong bond 

with the Pakistan. 

 Pakistan being strategically located, major western powers have traditionally kept good relations with the Pakistan. 

Further according to western think-tanks Pakistan possesses about 80-100 nuclear war heads. Also China is helping 

Pakistan to develop its military. So it would be wrong to think that Pakistan is weak and isolated. 

Conclusion- 

India and Pakistan have witnessed rise in tension in the recent time. Unless and until both countries resume bilateral 

negotiations, there are no solutions to these issues. As far as issue of Kulbhushan Jadhav is concerned, India needs to 

seek remedy at ICJ if Pakistan fails to give consular access to India. India and Pakistan are moving into unchartered 

territory and need to act cautiously so that tensions do not result into actual conflict. 

 

Q) Why does Pakistan want to declare Gilgit-Baltistan as their fifth province? Examine the 

impediments that Pakistan faces in making Gilgit-Baltistan its fifth province. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

GB is one of the two parts of Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK), the other being the so-called “Azad Jammu and 

Kashmir” (“AJK”), both of which formed part of the territory of the erstwhile princely state of Jammu and Kashmir 

(J&K). GB has an area of 72,000 sq km and comprises about 85 per cent of the total area of PoK. Despite its strategic 

location — providing land access to China, containing vast reservoirs of fresh water and the China-Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) passing through it, GB does not form part of the territory of Pakistan. 

Why it wants to declare as fifth province? 

 With a $50 billion investment in the CPEC, China would hardly want the territory through which the route passes 

to have a dubious status. India has made its concerns over the CPEC clear to China at the highest levels since the 

area belongs to India. 

 Pakistan wants to give the impression of freezing its territorial ambitions in J&K in order to concentrate on the 

CPEC and remove any misgivings that the Chinese may have on the status of GB. This, however, would be a feint 

to lull India into complacence. In effect, Pakistan would end up absorbing GB while continuing to finance and 

materially support the violence and unrest in Kashmir. 

 Declaration will also help Pakistan to tap the fresh water resources in the region and to make use of it for 

agriculture, hydroelectricity generation etc 

 Such move can also help China to get increased access in region and counter India jointly 

Impediments faced:- 

 GB is part of J&K and any such move would seriously damage Pakistan’s Kashmir case. Two UN resolutions of 

August 13, 1948 and January 5, 1949 clearly established a link between GB and the Kashmir issue. 
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 GB was Shia-dominated and Pakistan was apprehensive of setting up a Shia state in its north. The Shia Political 

Conference had opposed Jinnah’s two-nation theory and saw few opportunities for themselves in an 

overwhelmingly Sunni Pakistan. Not surprisingly, Pakistan has been deliberately altering the ethnic and religious 

balance in the region. 

 Making GB its fifth province would thus violate the Karachi Agreement — perhaps the only instrument that 

provides doubtful legal authority to Pakistan’s administration of GB — as well as the UN resolutions that would 

damage its position on the Kashmir issue. 

 Any such move would also be violative of the 1963 Pak-China Boundary Agreement that calls for the sovereign 

authority to reopen negotiations with China “after the settlement of the Kashmir dispute between Pakistan and 

India” and of the 1972 Simla Agreement that mentions that “neither side shall unilaterally alter the situation” 

 Several court verdicts have averred that GB is a part of J&K. The most notable is the 1993 “AJK” High Court verdict. 

The order was set aside in 1994 by the “AJK” Supreme Court that held that GB was a part of J&K state as it existed 

until 1948. 

 Pakistan would also have to overcome the adverse reaction of Kashmiris on both sides of the LoC. While it can 

manage the reaction of people in “AJK”, its constituency in J&K would be seriously damaged. Hurriyat leaders have 

already made this known. 

Conclusion:- 

 India’s statement opposing the move was timely. India has to ensure that it does not fall into a Pak-China trap to take 

GB off the table by making it the fifth province in the hope that Pakistan will curb its ambitions. It is unlikely that 

Pakistan will ever relent on the Kashmir issue. 

 

Q) It is said that excess focus on bilateralism is leaving India isolated in its larger 

neighbourhood. Do you agree? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Both India’s greatest problems and its biggest opportunities lie in its neighbourhood. To this end, India’s neighbourhood 

first policy was a novel effort to connect and establish ties to neighbours both big and small. However, India’s excessive 

focus on bilateralism has come under fire because; 

 It has not yielded considerable dividend with many neighbouring countries. Eg. Teesta water issues, Kashmir 

problem etc. 

 Many times bilateral relations are poorly handled. Eg: unofficial blockade on Nepal over constitution issues. 

 Bilateral arrangements, treaties and projects remain on paper and not implemented swiftly. 

Focus on multilateralism in the neighbourhood can help India by; 

 Realizing trade linkage, infrastructural developments and increased connectivity and people-people contact. 

 Increasing linkages between regional economies, especially those of India and SE Asia via steps like Trilateral 

Highway, BCIM, Kaladan Multi-modal project etc. 

 Possible resolution to the Kashmir and the Northeast problems due to economic connectivity and geo-political 

exigencies brought about by multilateralism. 

 And, Chance for India to lead the way by taking initiatives to revamp Multilateral projects like the BIMSTEC, 

SAARC etc to further regional integration. 

Conclusion:- 

However, multilateralism should not come at the cost of national interest and India’s sovereignty and territorial integrity 

should be protected from threats and encroachments. With this in mind, India should in the future up its multilateral 

engagement, both in the neighbourhood and beyond including looking into prospects like the CPEC, OBOR and continue 

her participation with vigour in existing organisations like the International North South transport corridor, so that she 

can pursue development and growth without being left out of beneficial engagement with countries. 
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Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests 

Q) “The US Seventh Fleet was once a threat to India; now it is deemed to be an opportunity 

in more than one sense.” Elaborate. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction:- 

The fact that India would now be servicing the United States (US) Seventh Fleet surely reflects the sea change in Indo–

US relations. India is servicing it under newly signed LEMOA agreement between India and USA. 

HISTORY:- 

 In December 1971, when the victory of the Indian Army and the Mukti Bahini in East Bengal was drawing near, the 

US Navy dispatched a 10-ship Naval task force from its Seventh Fleet, then stationed off South Vietnam, to the Bay 

of Bengal to threaten the Indian armed forces. 

 August 1971, India had entered into a Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation with the Soviet Union, Article 

IX of which assured New Delhi that the Soviet Union would come to India’s defence in the event of an external 

threat or an actual breach of security. 

 The cruisers, destroyers and a submarine of the Soviet Navy trailed the Seventh Fleet’s task force into the Indian 

Ocean to ward off the US threat. 

This shows the growing bonhomie between India and USA. 

 Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) with the US, signed in August 2016, lays the ground for 

the Indian and US militaries to work closely together, for it allows the use of their respective bases for refueling, 

maintenance, replenishment of supplies, etc. Hence Indian Navy can explore its potential in various activities like 

humanitarian relief, joint operations. 

 LEMOA provide opportunity to domestic defense firm to grow. Recently US navy contracted Indian Private firm 

for the maintenance of their ship. 

 China defy the Hague tribunal order and make her intention clear to expand her outreach in South china sea and 

also in Asia. Close Cooperation with the USA navy will help India to keep check the expansion of the PLA navy. 

 New Delhi already designated as Washington’s “Major Defence Partner,” with sophisticated armaments being 

procured more and more from US and Israeli defence. This indicates the optimistic nature of future relationship. 

 Close cooperation with USA will not only check China in its increasing influence in South China sea and Bay of 

Bengal under garb of OBOR project but also send a strong signal to Russia who is increasing its cooperation with 

Pakistan on recent time. 

Conclusion:- 

Thus landmark LEMOA agreement will have ripple effect on various fronts. The US Seventh Fleet was once a credible 

military threat to India; now it is much more than a military opportunity; it is virtually a pot of gold for the chosen few. 

 

Q) A majority of nations, nuclear have-nots, are now negotiating a historic United Nations 

treaty in New York to ban atomic weapons. Do you think it’s a futile exercise? What strong 

arguments do these countries possess to sign a treaty to ban nuclear weapons? Critically 

examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

 United Nations member states have voted overwhelmingly to start negotiations on a treaty to ban nuclear weapons, 

despite strong opposition from nuclear-armed nations and their allies. 

In the vote in the UN disarmament and international security committee October 2016, 123 nations were in favour of 

the resolution, 38 opposed and 16 abstained. 
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It has no support from the nine known nuclear states – the US, China, France, Britain, Russia, India, Pakistan, Israel 

and North Korea – which includes the veto-wielding permanent five members of the security council. 

Initiative to ban atomic weapons maybe a long drawn one but is worth undertaking. It is expected to bring in limited 

success only because – 

 Nuclear haves decided to keep out of its deliberations. Without participation of real stakeholders outcomes maybe 

as abortive as were of the first round table conference without Congress in 1930. 

 Many nuclear have not covered by nuclear haves such as Japan, South Korea under US nuclear protection may 

decide to keep out. 

THERE ARE STRONG ARGUMENTS TO BAN NUCLEAR WEAPONS:- 

Nuclear weapons have major impacts which can be classified as:- 

 Instantaneous:-The heart of a nuclear explosion reaches a temperature of several million degrees centigrade. 

Over a wide area the resulting heat flash literally vaporizes all human tissue. At Hiroshima, within a radius of half 

a mile, the only remains of most of the people caught in the open were their shadows burnt into stone. 

 Near-immediate:-People inside buildings or otherwise shielded will be indirectly killed by the blast and heat 

effects as buildings collapse and all inflammable materials burst into flames. The immediate death rate will be over 

90%. 

The International Red Cross has concluded that the use of a single nuclear weapon in or near a populated area is likely 

to result in a humanitarian disaster that will be “difficult to address”. There is currently no international plan in place 

to deliver humanitarian assistance to survivors in the case of a nuclear attack. Most casualties would receive at best 

minimal, palliative treatment. The best they could hope for would be to die in as little pain as possible. 

 Threat to humanity – Nuclear weapons have potential to threaten survival of human species in case of nuclear war. 

 Hegemony: Nuclear weapon holding countries exercise far greater influence in global politics and cause 

polarization of world. 

 Environmental Effect: Nuclear weapons have inter-generational effects on flora and fauna of the society which is 

clearly visible in Hiroshima and Nagasaki and in testing sites. 

 Economical: Nuclear research and weapon production diverts developmental funds to security concerns. This is 

vital as world is striving hard to address climate change and achieve MDG goals. 

 Nuclear Proliferation: With more and more research happening and polarization occurring, the chances of terrorist 

organizations getting these weapons are increasing and so is their indiscriminate usage. 

 Discriminatory treatment – Nuclear conventions such as NPT and CTBT divides the world into two unequal half. 

It is morally and ethically incorrect to ban other nations from acquiring nuclear weapons without nuclear haves 

destroying theirs first. 

 Today’s world lives under a constant fear of nuclear war and a complete prohibition will give citizens much need 

psychological stability. 

 Future Precedent- It will set a future precedent to ban other conventional weapons of mass destructions. 

At the same time, the countries possessing such weapons, may offer the following reasons for not 

signing the treaty: 

 Difficulty in achieving global consensus, on both legal and humanitarian aspects. 

 Emergency situations demand their use. 

 Such weapons serve as effective deterrents to ensure peace. 

Conclusion:- 

Therefore, by examining the contentions that might be offered by both the sides, it can be concluded that a complete 

ban on them might not be possible. However, what can be achieved is the framing of an internationally accepted law to 

regulate their use in a more stringent manner, and exploring the options for self-regulation, by means of continuous 

campaigns and public education. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/north-korea


 

www.insightsonindia.com  92 www.insightsias.com  

Q) What are the objectives and mandate of the Islamic Military Alliance to Fight Terrorism 

(IMAFT)? How does India’s increasing cooperation with Saudi Arabia and UAE affect 

Pakistan? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Objective and mandate of IMAFT- 

It is an intergovernmental counter-terrorist alliance of countries in the Muslim world, united around military 

intervention against ISIL and other counter-terrorist activities. Its creation was first announced by Mohammad bin 

Salman Al Saud, Saudi Arabia’s Minister of Defense, on 15 December 2015. The alliance was to have a joint operations 

center in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

When the coalition was announced there were 34 members. Additional countries joined and the number of members 

reached 41 when Oman joined in December 2016. On 6 January 2017, Pakistan‘s former Chief of Army Staff, General 

(Retd.) Raheel Sharif was named the IMA’s first Commander-in-Chief. 

IMAFT has stated that its primary objective is to protect Muslim countries from all terrorist groups and terrorist 

organizations irrespective of their sect and name. The IMA affirmed that it would operate in line with the United 

Nations and Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) provisions on terrorism. 

India’s increasing cooperation with UAE and Saudi Arabis- 

 UAE-With the visit of Indian Prime Minister to UAE and Abu Dhabi’s crown prince’s visit to India on republic day, 

the relationship has reached great heights. UAE and India signed deals for building strategic oil reserves, 

cooperation in maritime security, cyber-space, defence manufacturing and training. A large expatriate Indian 

population in UAE is also a source of foreign currency in the form of remunerations. Also UAE provided land for a 

temple in Abu Dhabi. 

 Saudi Arabia- Bilateral trade between India and KSA reached USD 40 billion in 2014-15 with Saudi Arabia being 

India’s largest Crude oil supplier. Saudi Arabia has large sovereign wealth funds and India is a developing economy, 

both the countries have huge space for cooperation. Apart from energy security, terrorism and intelligence sharing 

are other areas in which both the countries are cooperating of late. Also recently Saudi Arabia conferred its highest 

civilian award on Indian prime minister. 

How does India’s increasing cooperation with Saudi Arabia and UAE affects Pakistan? 

 Though the Pakistan has been the strong Arab ally and fought various wars for the Arabian Kingdom, its relations 

with the Saudi Arabia have been strained in recent years due to the fact that Pakistan refused to fight Yemen war 

along with Saudi Arabia. This led to decrease in the remittances of Pakistan from Saudi Arabia. At the same time 

India is engaging actively with the Saudis and UAEs. This has made Pakistan anxious about growing India’s 

proximity in West Asia and its decreasing influence in the Saudi and other West Asian Nations. 

 Organization of Islamic countries (OIC) has already refrained from mediating in the Kashmir issue. This would 

strengthen India’s stance of solving Kashmir issue bilaterally and peacefully. 

 India is major market for the Oil and other petroleum products for Saudi Arabia and UAE. In the scenario of 

decreasing oil prices and discovery of new energy resources like Shale gas, India provides great cushion to these 

countries. Thus Saudi Arabia and UAE have greater interests in India. 

 Further India can exert diplomatic pressure on Pakistan through these countries by leveraging its economic 

potential. Even neutrality of these countries in case of conflict with the Pakistan would be the major achievement. 

Conclusion- 

Huge Indian diaspora and goodwill have helped India to gain strategic advantage in countries like Saudi Arabia vis-a vis 

Pakistan. Further vacillating policies of Pakistan in relation to the West Asian countries have only helped India to gain 

dominant position. Thus West Asia would continue to feature among top priorities in India’s foreign policy. 
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Q) In your opinion, what are the three areas of relationship between India and Australia 

that show great potential? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Recently Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull visited India and outlined three areas of special relationship. 

They are economy, knowledge and strategic partnerships. The relationship has grown in strength and importance since 

India’s economic reforms in the nineties and has made rapid strides in other areas too. 

However the relationship between Economy, Knowledge and Strategic partnership stands out on following accounts- 

Economy- 

 As of 2016, bilateral trade between the two countries totaled A $9 billion, having grown from A$4.3 billion in 2003. 

Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull said Australia and India’s $20 billion two-way trade was “a fraction 

of what we should aspire to, given the many points of intersection between our economies”. 

 Trade is highly skewed towards Australia. Australia mainly exports Coal, services (mainly education), vegetables 

for consumer consumption, gold, copper ores and concentrates, while India’s chief exports are refined petroleum, 

services (professional services such as outsourcing), medicaments, pearls, gems and jewelry. 

 Key interests and benefits: 

1. A comprehensive agreement would assist in broadening the base of merchandise trade by addressing tariff 

barriers and behind the border restrictions on trade in goods. 

2. There is significant potential to expand trade in services between India and Australia. An FTA could facilitate 

growth in services trade by reducing barriers faced by Australian service suppliers and by increasing 

regulatory transparency. 

 An FTA could facilitate and encourage investment by reducing barriers, increasing transparency and enhancing 

investment protections. 

 In the recent visit of Australian PM, both Prime Ministers agreed to draw on the strengths of each country to create 

jobs and investment and raise living standards. Prime Minister Turnbull and Prime Minister Modi agreed that 

Australia’s resources and experience could support India’s ambitious economic reform path and that India’s strong 

growth offered opportunities for Australian investment looking for long term stable returns. 

Knowledge- 

 Noting the centrality of knowledge and economy to the bilateral relationship, both countries welcomed the growing 

numbers of students in each other’s countries. Australia is the second most popular destination for Indians 

studying overseas. An increasing number of Australians are coming to India to study, including under the New 

Colombo Plan, through which more than 1790 undergraduates have sought the opportunity to study and intern in 

India since 2015. 

 Both countries great potential and growing opportunities to partner in the skills sector. Prime Minister Turnbull 

emphasized the role Australia’s industry-led vocational education and training system, qualifications and training 

providers could play in India’s program to train 400 million people by 2022. 

 Both countries celebrated the tenth anniversary of the Australia India Strategic Research Fund (AISRF). Since its 

establishment, the two governments have committed over $100 million (Rs 500 crore) to the AISRF and the 

program has supported some 300 collaborative activities including joint projects, workshops and fellowships. Its 

projects have delivered practical outcomes to improve agricultural productivity, develop vaccines for infectious 

diseases and advance work on quantum computing. 

 Recognizing the need for innovation in reaching shared aspirations in productivity and efficiency, the two countries 

have huge potential to continue fostering of collaboration between entrepreneurs developing innovative products 

for commercial application. Both Australia and India were pursuing Smart Cities agendas and had expertise and 

experience to share. 

 Both countries could collaborate to address water management challenges, including sustainable water use. With 

India launching large-scale infrastructure projects in water, strong existing bilateral cooperation has laid the 

foundation for building commercial partnerships. 
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 India and Australia can also cooperate in Space sector. Recently two Implementing Arrangements were signed 

between Indian Space Research Organization and Geoscience Australia on cooperation in space technology. 

Strategic partnership- 

 Both countries are commitment to a peaceful and prosperous Indo-Pacific, based on mutual respect and 

cooperation. Australia and India share a commitment to democratic values, rule of law, international peace and 

security, and shared prosperity. The strategic interests of both countries are converging which opens up 

opportunities for working together in a rapidly changing region. 

 Both countries agreed that the bilateral maritime exercise first held in the Bay of Bengal in 2015 (AUSINDEX) will 

be repeated off Western Australia in the first half of 2018. 

 Both countries remain strongly committed to the breadth of their defence ties, including through ongoing annual 

staff talks for Army, Navy and Air Forces. They also welcomed a decision for the first bilateral Army-to-Army 

exercise to take place in 2018. They looked forward to the inaugural secretaries’ defence and foreign affairs dialogue 

in the “2+2” format as a new mechanism to build on the deep strategic partnership.] 

 Recognizing that terrorism constitutes one of the most serious threats to peace and stability, both countries 

reiterated their strong commitment to combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, and stressed that there 

can be no justification for acts of terror on any grounds whatsoever. They asserted that the fight against terrorists, 

terror organisations and networks should also identify, hold accountable and take strong measures against all those 

who encourage, support and finance terrorism, provide sanctuary to terrorists and terror groups, and falsely extol 

their virtues. ] 

 Both the countries welcomed the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in Combating 

International Terrorism and Transnational Organized Crime. This overarching security understanding will allow 

links between Australian and Indian law enforcement, border and intelligence agencies to grow – ultimately 

improving both countries’ ability to address global and regional security threats. 

 They also welcomed the Indian Ocean Rim Association’s (IORA) Declaration on Countering and Preventing 

Terrorism and Violent Extremism, adopted at the IORA Leaders’ Summit. 

 The two Prime Ministers expressed their support for peace, stability, prosperity, security and integrity of 

Afghanistan. They emphasized the need for an early peace and reconciliation through Afghan-owned and Afghan-

led process; and called for ending external support for terrorism. 

Conclusion- 

India-Australia ties are growing from strength to strength and have great potential for mutual cooperation on account 

of their shared cultural and historical links. 

 

Q) Discuss importance of bilateral cooperation between France and Australia with India 

respectively to the construction of a stable maritime order in the Ind0-Pacific region. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

INDIA FRANCE:- 

 At a grand strategic level, France and India’s interests in the Indian Ocean are closely aligned. Both countries have 

historically played an active custodial and humanitarian role throughout the region. 

 They share concerns over the risks of sea-borne nuclear proliferation, and with regard to malevolent non-state 

actors. The two republics uphold similar core values when it comes to freedom of navigation, and closely monitor 

the threats posed by certain revisionist actors to the security of sea lines of communication. 

 France’s interest in helping preserve stability in the Indian Ocean is aptly summarized in the 2013 French White 

Paper, which describes the Indian Ocean as a transit region for international trade, and “at the heart of world 

strategic challenges.” France maintains a military presence in the Persian Gulf region, with air, naval, and ground 

forces in Abu Dhabi, as well as in the Horn of Africa, in Djibouti. 
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 In addition to the basing of these military assets, Paris recognizes that the Indian Ocean Region’s strategic 

equilibrium can only be truly maintained once India has emerged as a more powerful naval actor, with a greater 

capacity for sustained operations at sea and power projection. 

 The annual Varuna naval exercises between India and France should therefore not solely be viewed through the 

prism of military diplomacy, but also as a deliberate French effort in regional capacity building. 

 In the future, the Persian Gulf is likely to become a region of increased military competition – whether 

conventional, nuclear or sub-conventional. A more institutionalized strategic dialogue between India and France 

with regard to Persian Gulf security might provide a good first step. 

 Finally, Paris and New Delhi should seek to enhance their cooperation in the field of maritime domain awareness 

and intelligence gathering. 

Conclusion:- 

There is clearly scope for both France and India’s diplomatic and intelligence communities to better coordinate on the 

challenge posed by dual-use infrastructure that is providing maritime infrastructure with dual access, particularly in 

Eastern Africa and the Southwestern Indian Ocean. Winning this competition will require the kind of holistic 

approach the Indian government has shown most recently in the Indian Ocean, using different kinds of tools – economic 

and developmental – to win over smaller littoral and archipelagic states, which, one must not forget, have their own 

agency and have proven adept throughout history at playing off one great power against another. 

INIDA AUSTRALIA:- 

 Maritime watchers point out that Australia’s consistent efforts for a deeper, more purposeful maritime association 

with India have begun to bear fruit. Last year, at the special invitation of Australia, the Indian Navy sent its latest 

indigenous warship INS Sahyadri to participate in the International Fleet Review (IFR) in Sydney  

 It is the decision to hold a bilateral maritime exercise in 2015 that has been the most encouraging development in 

India-Australia maritime ties – especially since the last time the two navies engaged operationally was during 

Exercise Malabar in 2007. 

 Still, the maritime interaction between the Indian Navy and Royal Australian Navy (RAN) has yet to attain the 

critical mass needed for a self-sustaining relationship. While it is true that the two navies have worked together in 

anti-piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden, joint maritime endeavors still lack the momentum needed for a durable 

partnership. The statements of intent have been encouraging, but they have yet to trigger operational cooperation 

in all areas of maritime security. 

 It is pertinent that Canberra’s options for maritime partnerships in the Indian Ocean are not limited to New Delhi. 

Australia recently announced a partnership with Seychelles and Mauritius in a “blue economy” project in the Indian 

Ocean. 

 The centerpiece of the proposal is a plan for greater hydrocarbon exploration and better Australian technology to 

harvest renewable energy from the ocean’s waves. Conceivably, this might prove to be an expensive proposition for 

Australia. Nonetheless, by underwriting marine economy projects Canberra has shown it is willing to think 

imaginatively in nurturing its Indian Ocean ties. 

 The extent to which Canberra regards cooperation with New Delhi as critical for regional maritime security is clear 

from Australia’s 2013 Defence White Paper, which prioritizes relations with India and Indonesia. Interestingly, 

only a few months after the release of the White Paper, Australia released a Country Strategy Document on India 

that identified the Indian Navy as possessing the most potential for a close maritime partnership. 

 The two most important factors driving India-Australia maritime security cooperation are the growing Chinese 

naval presence in the Indian Ocean, and the concept of the “Indo-Pacific.” 

 The imperative for India to cooperate with Australia is also driven by the fact that the latter is prominent in both 

the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) and the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), two multilateral 

institutions in which New Delhi has a significant stake. 

Conclusion:- 

There is a symbolism in the India-Australia maritime relationship that quietly but firmly reiterates New Delhi’s strategic 

imperatives – a need for presence in the Indo-Pacific, a security role in the region commensurate with India’s 

international stature and a power-projection capability that helps it secure its long-term commercial interests. More 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx%3Frelid=121113
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/modi-and-the-ocean-maritime-power-and-responsibility/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/modi-and-the-ocean-maritime-power-and-responsibility/
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/1381/Seychelles,+Mauritius+and+Australia+announce+blue+economy+partnerships
http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/141666/20131015-1509/www.dfat.gov.au/issues/asian-century/index.html
http://thediplomat.com/2012/12/a-term-whose-time-has-come-the-indo-pacific/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  96 www.insightsias.com  

importantly, aligning with Australia in the Indo-Pacific reflects a strong political commitment for sustaining a 

framework of cooperative security in India’s near and extended maritime neighborhood. 

 

Q) What stakes does India have in the larger Indo-Pacific region? Critically examine if 

India’s is moving in right trajectory to play major role in the Indio-Pacific region. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- 

The Indo-Pacific, sometimes known as the Indo-West Pacific, is a biogeographic region of the Earth’s seas, comprising 

the tropical waters of the Indian Ocean, the western and central Pacific Ocean, and the seas connecting the two in the 

general area of Indonesia. It does not include the temperate and polar regions of the Indian and Pacific oceans, and 

the Tropical Eastern Pacific, along the Pacific coast of the Americas, is also a distinct marine realm. 

“maritime muscle flexing” by some countries and other factors have made the Indo-Pacific region 

“more contested and more volatile” India looks towards major stake in Indo pacific region. The region is 

witnessing a global power shift from the west to the east. The US rebalancing a rising China. The emergence of traditional 

and non-traditional maritime security challenges. This maritime region has always been of immediate relevance to the 

resident stake-holder, but has now gained greater eminence during an era of major global churn. The Indo-Pacific is 

thus certainly passing through interesting times. 

 The region is “home to more than 60 per cent of the world’s population. The world’s leading and rising economic 

giants powered by demography and technology, the region has emerged.” 

 The Indo-Pacific is a centre of global manufacturing and service industry. And that it also had the world’s most 

important trade routes. The area accounts for about 60 per cent of the world’s global exports and imports in 

volumes. It may be safely asserted that Indo-Pacific is the fastest growing economic region of the world. 

 By 2030, the Indo-Pacific region is expected to account for 21 of the top 25 sea and air trade routes; around two-

thirds of global oil shipments; and one third of the world’s bulk cargo movements.  

 Reports predict that by 2050, half of the world’s top 20 economies will be in the Indo-Pacific. Some also predict 

that India, China, Indonesia and Japan will be in the top five economies in the world with the U.S. India’s own 

economic growth will be a key driver of energy demand. 

 In 2016 there had been reports of five incidents of piracy and 80 armed robberies in the region. Most of these 

attacks were claimed by terrorist groups based in the Philippines. Hence security stake become scrucial. 

 Asian Development Bank study that said the cost of  damages, from climate disaster in the region between 2010 

and 2015, had amounted to in excess of 335 billion dollars. Increasing urbanisation, higher population density, 

climate change, pollution and illegal fishing pose threats to the region and its ecosystem and cause tension and 

insecurity. The Indo-Pacific region is prone to natural disasters that brought in their wake human suffering, while 

affecting and destroying the “economic capabilities and infrastructure in these countries.” 

 

Where does India stand in Indo pacific? 

 These countries will vary in the extent to which they seek to formalize Indo-Pacific alliances. While we might expect 

the U.S., Japan and Australia to be more proactive in seeking formal arrangements, India is likely to be less willing, 

albeit still keen to work with these countries to ensure peace and stability. 
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 For New Delhi, a degree of ambiguity and equivocality serves its interests in the region. Direct and vocal 

engagement with one group will not only run the risk of antagonizing China; it will diminish the freedom of action 

that India associates with its non-alignment policy. 

 Since the Indo-Pacific is primarily a maritime expanse, the presence and influence of the U.S. is a given, given the 

capabilities and reach of its blue-water navy. However, the nature of that influence going forward will certainly be 

different from the hegemony Washington enjoyed in post-war Asia.   

 Dominance in logistics and maritime operations will give way to collective security and a balance of power. In this 

effort, the U.S. will find highly supportive partners (like Australia) and more reserved ones (like India). 

 Its hesitancy notwithstanding, India will invariably find itself a part of this collective security framework, within 

which it will need to work with countries like the U.S., Japan and Australia. 

 New Delhi will have to deploy some astute diplomacy by demonstrating that it can work equally well with China. 

For instance, China will need to be given considerable freedom in the Indo-Pacific region if India is expecting to 

enjoy unfettered navigation in the South China Sea. 

 In its new form, the Indo-Pacific offers leadership roles to India and Australia. The rise of India economically and 

militarily (especially its naval build up in the aftermath of the “string of pearls”) presents New Delhi with much 

more opportunity in the Indo-Pacific region than Washington enjoys. In taking up a leadership role in the Indo-

Pacific region, India will find a stage on which it can practice its diplomatic arts. 

 For instance, apart from joining Australia in monitoring, patrolling and surveillance, India should insist on the 

adoption of a code of conduct for the Indo-Pacific. Given the volume of trade and traffic that passes through the 

area and the involvement of players like China, the U.S., India and Australia, the absence of such a code runs the 

risk of creating another South China Sea, which is riddled with disputes. 

What is being done to protect interest in Indian Ocean 

 Trade : Sagarmala: Emphasis on port led development through its modernization 

INSTC: Connecting India through Indian Ocean to Central Asia. Also India successfully shifted Hazard Risk 

Line from the western coast of India through strong negotiation. this will improve India’s competitiveness 

 Joint Exercises 

Joint Naval Exercise with various countries to contain the aggressiveness of China. For example Australia 

(AUSINDEX), Bangladesh ( Line of Credit for enhancing defence capabilities and joint exercise) S.( Pivot to Asia) 

Japan ( Agreement to protect Andaman and Nicobar islands) 

 Counter to String of Pearls: India has launched Iron Curtain/ necklace of diamonds to address China’s string of 

pearls. 

 Modernization of Navy: Being carried out under project 75i 

Conclusion:- 

 India should secure its economic and strategic interests in the Indo-Pacific by promoting the Indian Ocean Naval 

Symposium and getting involved in the Indian Ocean Rim Association for Region Cooperation (IOR-ARC). India will 

also need to work closely with other powers in the region, like Japan and China. In short, New Delhi should base its 

Indo-Pacific policy on an inclusive (even if competitive) coexistence. 

 

Q) Recently 130 countries started formal talks on an international treaty to ban nuclear 

weapons with a goal to declare it illegal for any country to produce, possess, stockpile, 

deploy, threaten to use, or use nuclear weapons. Why is there a demand for a nuclear 

weapon-free world? Is this demand justified? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

In the last week of March, at the United Nations in New York, history was made as diplomats from about 130 countries 

started formal talks on an international treaty to ban nuclear weapons. The goal of the meeting was to declare it illegal 

for any country to produce, possess, stockpile, deploy and threaten to use, or use nuclear weapons.  
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Why there is demand for nuclear weapon free world? 

 The driving force for the demand for a nuclear weapon-free world is a simple humanitarian impulse, the love and 

compassion for other human beings. Nuclear weapons are the ultimate means of mass destruction and history has 

shown their use brings immeasurable death and suffering. 

 The nuclear race which had begun in the cold war period between USA and USSR, has infected the other countries 

like China, India, Pakistan, North Korea etc. This has created high level of vulnerability for other nations which do 

not possess it. 

 The nuclear weapons ban talks are the fulfilment of a long-standing demand that all countries deserve equal 

security. For decades, the world has pressed the handful of countries with nuclear weapons to free humanity from 

the nuclear danger. The very first resolution at the UN, passed in 1946, called for a plan “for the elimination from 

national armaments of atomic weapons.” 

 The nature of warfare in the modern era has undergone drastic changes. War in any region of the world could 

encompass major powers of the world leading to another world war which could practically destroy the human 

civilizations. 

 Nuclear weapons in countries like Pakistan are vulnerable to terrorist activities and could create serious threat to 

other nations in the neighborhood. 

This demand is justified because- 

 Nuclear weapon free world would save humanity from mass destruction and help it flourish and prosper. 

 Instead of giving stability, nuclear weapons have created instability and insecurity. More and more countries are 

vying to produce nuclear weapons in a quest for futile notion of security. 

 Nuclear weapons are produced at huge cost and human resource, often at the cost of socio-economic welfare. If 

these spending on nuclear weapons are diverted to welfare of citizens, it could create wonders for nations, 

particularly developing ones. 

 This would immediately reduce the tensions between hostile nations like India-Pakistan, South Korea- North 

Korea, Israel-Islamic countries etc. 

 This would end the unfair system of privileged and under-privileged nations created due to possession and non-

possession of nuclear weapons. 

 This would shift the focus from nuclear weapons to nuclear energy which could be used for peaceful purposes. 

However there are some apprehensions among the nuclear weapon states. No nuclear weapons state is ready to reduce 

its nuclear arsenal unless other nuclear states do it. There is trust deficit among different nations possessing nuclear 

weapons. Thus to convert this demand into actual reality, it needs global consensus, lead role of nuclear states and 

determination to create nuclear weapon free world. 

 

Q) What is extradition? In the light of recent issue of extradition of Vijay Mallya, discuss 

issues and steps involved in extraditing him from Britain to India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Extradition is a cooperative law enforcement process by which the physical custody of a person (i) charged with 

committing a crime or (ii) convicted of a crime whose punishment has not yet been fully served, is formally transferred, 

directly or indirectly, by authorities of one jurisdiction to those of another at the request of the latter for the purpose of 

prosecution or punishment, respectively. 

Vijay Mallya:- 

Vijay Vittal Mallya (born 18 December 1955) is an Indian businessman and politician. The son of businessman Vittal 

Mallya, he is the ex-chairman of United Spirits Ltd, the largest spirits company in India and continues to serve as 

Chairman of UB Group, an Indian conglomerate with interests in beverage alcohol, aviation infrastructure, real estate 

and fertiliser among others. He has been the Chairman of Sanofi India (previously known as Hoechst AG and Aventis) 

as well as the Chairman of Bayer CropScience in India for over 20 years, in addition to being the Chairman of several 

other companies. He recently announced that he shall retire from the chairmanship of Sanofi India. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/04/21/2-extradition-light-recent-issue-extradition-vijay-mallya-discuss-issues-steps-involved-extraditing-britain-india/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/04/21/2-extradition-light-recent-issue-extradition-vijay-mallya-discuss-issues-steps-involved-extraditing-britain-india/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-king-of-trying-times/article18168512.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vittal_Mallya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vittal_Mallya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Spirits
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UB_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanofi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoechst_AG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayer_CropScience_Limited


 

www.insightsonindia.com  99 www.insightsias.com  

Once called the “King of Good Times” due to his extravagant lifestyle, Mallya and his companies have been embroiled 

in financial scandals, and controversies since 2012. Mallya left India on 2 March 2016 after saying he wanted to move 

to Britain to be closer to his children. A group of 17 Indian banks are trying to collect approximately ₹9,000 

crore (US$1.4 billion) in loans which Mallya has allegedly routed to gain 100% or a partial stake in about 40 companies 

across the world. Investigative agencies, like Income Tax Department and Central Bureau of Investigation for charges 

including financial fraud and money laundering, and the Attorney General said that Mallya’s assets abroad are “far in 

excess to loans taken by him” 

The following is a chronology of events, from the genesis of the airlines to its fall and the events that 

took place in the aftermath. 

2005: May 2005 – Chairman of the United Breweries (Holdings) Limited Vijay Mallya establishes Kingfisher Airlines. 

The airlines is slated to be a premium, state-of-the-art, world-class brand. 

2006: Kingfisher Airlines approach the IDBI Bank for a loan that would fund its purchase of aircrafts. Mallya had a 

murky history with the IDBI with regard to his Mangalore Chemicals and Fertilisers acquisition. The committee 

therefore decides to decline Mallya’s proposal. Mallya, unfazed, approaches other banks for loans and gets it. 

2007: Kingfisher Airlines is doing well and a highly enthusiastic Mallya decides to acquire the almost bankrupt Air 

Deccan. 

2008 

 Air Deccan deal is signed and sealed. United Breweries Limited pays Rs 550 crore for a 26 per cent stake in the 

carrier. Arguably a wrong move that possibly led to the downfall of United Breweries Limited. 

 March 2008 – Kingfisher Airlines owes a debt of Rs. 934 crores – due to a heightened spike in oil prices and the 

stress of working a high-cost and low-cost airline company together. 

 September 2008 – Kingfisher Airlines goes abroad for the first time, providing flights between Bengaluru and 

London. 

2009 

 The airlines now owes a debt of Rs. 5,665 crores, which grows into Rs. 7,000 crores. 

 Kingfisher Airlines continues to enjoy popularity. The IDBI changes its mind and decides to provide a loan of Rs. 

900 crore to the airlines. 

2010 

 November 2010 – Banks inform the airlines that it would give it nine months to pay back the loan. 

 This does nothing to resurrect a failing airlines and Mallya, now a Member of Parliament, continues to live an 

extravagant lifestyle. 

2011 – 2012 

 Mallya withdraws a large sum of money —  Rs. 33.46 crore for each respective year — from Kingfisher Airlines as 

salary . 

 Kingfisher Airlines’ license to operate is confiscated. As a result, it stops paying its employees salaries. 

 As of March 2016, Kingfisher Airlines owes Rs. 3000 crore to 3000 employees in terms of salary. It owes banks 

such as SBI and IDBI a colossal sum of US $1 billion as loan. 

2013 

 March 2013 – Kingfisher Airlines net worth falls to a negative of Rs. 12,919 crore. 

 UBHL is approached for a payment of Rs. 6,493 crore in loans for Kingfisher Airlines by a consortium of banks, 

including the SBI. 

 Mallya assures that a large portion of the loan will be settled soon. 

2014 

 United Bank of India announces Mallya a ‘wilful defaulter’. Other banks like SBI and PNB follow suit. 
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2015 

 November 2015 – Finance Minister Arun Jaitley declares that the airlines has a debt of Rs. 9,091.40 crore. 

 April 2015 – Mumbai International Airport Private Limited sells Mallya’s personal aircraft to recover funds. It’s 

sold at Rs. 22 lakhs. 

 The Service Tax Department holds the arlines accountable for a non-payment of Rs. 115 crore. 

 The Department approaches Bombay High Court to seize Mallya’s passport, forcing him to appear in court. 

2016 

 February 2016 – Mallya is asked by the board at United Spirits Limited to step down. 

 March 2016 – In a plea to stop Mallya from escaping the country, a syndicate of banks approached the Supreme 

Court of India. Mallaya however, has already left the country, taking refuge near London. 

 In Hyderabad, a special magistrate court issues a non-bailable arrest warrant (NBW) against Mallya for not 

appearing in court for a slew of pending cases. 

 April 2016 –The Enforcement Directorate approaches a special court in Mumbai to issue another non-bailable 

arrest warrant under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002. The court goes ahead and does so. 

 Reports surface alleging that Mallya has transferred $590 million abroad. 

Issues and Steps involved in extraditing Mallya:- 

India is hopeful that Mallya will be deported as per UK’s Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT) as the arrest by 

Scotland Yard was made upon India’s request. 

If he is brought back, the embattled Indian tycoon, who fleed India in March 2016, will face proceedings under 

Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). 

 India will be required put in an export extradition request in front of the magistrate. In case of all category 2 

countries, the Secretary of State of the Home Department makes the decision on the certification of the extradition 

request. He, in this step is advised by the Home Office’s International Criminality Unit 

 Following this, the certified request moves to the Westminster Magistrate’s Court and all proceedings in the case 

are heard there 

 The district judge after going through the documents takes a call to verify if the offence is an extraditable offence 

or not. 

 Noteworthy that extradition is only accepted when the offence in the request is an offence in the UK as well. It is 

only then that a warrant is issued 

 The person of interest is then brought to the Westminster Magistrate’s Court, and after an initial hearing, the 

extradition hearing is fixed 

 The person of interest is also notified about the contents of the extradition request 

 The next date for extradition hearing is scheduled for two months from the date of first appearance. 

 The judge can at this point decide whether to grant bail or remand the person of interest in custody until the 

extradition hearing is complete. 

 The court however allows both the parties to appeal against the decision of the district court judges’ or the Secretary 

of State in the High court. 

 The case can be taken to the Supreme Court as well, but only when the High court approves that the appeal relates 

to a point of law “which is of general public importance” 

And then, there are a few conditions under which the extradition request can be declined, these are: 

 If the request is considered to prosecute or punish anyone on the basis of religion, nationality, race, gender, political 

opinions or sexual orientation 

 If the offence was committed a long time back, that is the passage of longer gap 

 The age of the wanted person is also one condition on which extradition depends 
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 The extradition must not violate the European Convention on Human Rights 

 In case there is any possibility of death sentence , extradition can be rejected 

 The offence must fall under the category of extradition offences 

If everything turns out fine, the extradition hearing is taken forward to the Secretary of State’s office, which concerns 

themselves with the issues like sentencing. The Secretary of State after clearing all formalities can order extradition 

within a period of two months. 

 

Q) Apart from cultural and economic ties, examine what steps the EU and India are taking 

to deepen the strategic dimensions of their partnership. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

While traditionally focussed on economics and culture, today the EU and India are taking bold steps to also deepen the 

strategic dimensions of their partnership. 

Though the India and EU have similar world views, they too have witnessed many impediments in recent years: stalled 

negotiations over the Free Trade Agreement, mutual recriminations on combating climate change, and divergent 

positions on Russia’s role during the Crimean crisis. As a result, the strategic partnership has been far from “strategic”. 

However, recent developments have shown that there is room for optimism. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to 

Brussels and the resumption of the EU-India summit in 2016, after a break of four years, marked a turning point. 

Steps that India and EU are taking to deepen the strategic dimensions- 

 Counter-Terrorism: Growing threat of terrorism needs to be addressed. Attacks in France, Belgium and the menace 

of terrorism in India become a common denominator for both to co-operate. 

 Demographic Synergy: Ageing Europe and young India can be perfect match for one another to address 

demographic problem. Skill development especially with reference to 4th Industrial Revolution needs to be taken 

up. 

 Marine Security: With the presence of islands like Reunion Island (France),Chagos archipelago (UK) and Indian 

interest in India Ocean , improving security and reigning in China form a common ground for cooperation. 

 Climate change and environment- India and most of the members of the EU have convergent stands on the issue 

of climate change. Both India and EU have ratified the Paris agreement and have adopted INDCs for reduction in 

the emission of the green-house gases. 

Pivoting around “principled pragmatism”, the EU’s new Global Strategy (2010) underlines the “direct connection 

between European prosperity and Asian security” 

Common challenges- 

 Foremost is dealing with challenges in their shared extended neighbourhood, which stretches from Istanbul to 

Islamabad and from Moscow to Mauritius. This Eurasian arc of instability is of critical importance to Brussels and 

New Delhi’s aspirations to stabilise their regional peripheries. 

 Afghanistan would be the logical starting point. Political coordination through an EU-India-Afghanistan trilateral, 

with regular security consultations to exchange assessments, could be the first step in this direction. The Indian 

Ocean region offers another potential area for cooperation. 

 Both India and EU have common economic rival in China. India is keen to counter China’s European offensive, 

including €50 billion worth of investments since 2000, a dialogue with the EU on the Belt and Road initiative, and 

the ‘16+1’ mechanism in eastern Europe. As Europe realises the costs of dependence on China, the EU must have a 

serious dialogue with India and other partners on how to pursue Eurasian connectivity plans that are truly 

multilateral and sustainable. 

Conclusion- 

The EU and India also have similar stakes in stronger international institutions and a liberal order that protects global 

commons cooperatively. If they agree to expand consultations on issues such as climate, trade and space, it is likely that 

Delhi and Brussels will find themselves agreeing far more times than usually expected. 
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Q) Examine why Bhutan do not want to proceed with the Motor Vehicles Agreement with 

Bangladesh, India and Nepal. Do you think it’s a dead end for the regional sub-grouping 

India had planned for ease of access among the four countries? Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu  

Introduction:- 

The Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal (BBIN) Initiative is a sub regional architecture of countries in South Asia. It meets 

through official representation of member states to formulate, implement and review quadrilateral agreements across 

areas such as water resources management, connectivity of power, transport, and infrastructure 

 

Recently, Bhutan backed out of agreement and reasons could have been following: 

 Environment Pollution: Diesel Run heavy vehicles traffic will increase causing more pollution. 

 Noise Pollution: Heavy traffic will destroy calm of valley. 

 Meagre Economic Benefits: Manufacturing Industry is not strong in Bhutan so it will not benefit from this 

agreement much. 

 Tourism May be affected. 

 Opposition from rival parties. 

 Fear of smuggling activities. 

Two hurdles have hit so far to this project of regional connectivity. First Pakistan back out from SAARC nations 

connectivity and now Bhutan from BBIN connectivity. But it’s not a dead end as India have following options 

 Go with Regional Connectivity of BIN and wait for Bhutan to join in future. 
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 Pollution emission norms could be included in agreement so Bhutan can agree to join. 

 Other benefits of this connectivity like providing relief at times of disaster could be extended through these 

networks. It may make Bhutan to reconsider its decision. 

 Alternate options of regional connectivity like BCIM corridor and China OBOR. 

 Inland Waterways connectivity as alternate to road connectivity. 

Conclusion :- 

Regional Connectivity will improve trade and economics across boundaries. India should maintain cordial relations and 

a good network with regional countries. Connectivity is the new global currency for growth and prosperity as it secures 

both trade and energy lines for countries en route, and India must make the most of its geographic advantages. 

 

Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, 

Indian diaspora 

Q) Recently, the President of United States signed an executive order, ostensibly promoting 

U.S. energy independence and economic growth. What exactly did he authorise, what are 

its implications, and what does it mean for India’s strategic interests in energy and climate 

change? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Ever since Donald Trump has come to power, he has been trying to change most of the US policies envisaged during 

Obama-era, with the name of fulfilling American interests. Most controversial of them being US Clean Power Plan, which 

aims at reducing GHG emissions. This plan was America’s climate pledge under Paris Agreement. Some of the steps 

taken by Trump in this direction are as follows.:- 

 Lift of ban on leasing federal land for coal mining. 

 Withdrawal of estimates of ‘Social cost of Carbon”. 

 Giving boost to oil, coal and gas production. 

Implications of these Steps:- 

Steps taken by Trump are likely to increase GHG emission as US GHG emission is 2nd largest of the world. This is also 

likely to increase burden on the other countries like India for cutting the emission. 

Implications for India:- India being the 3rd largest GHG producer has a lot to gain for the with the implementation of 

the Paris Agreement. The reasons behind that are as follows:- 

 India’s vulnerability to Climate Change:- Geographical conditions of India make it more vulnerable to climate 

change, most important effect being the change in the pattern of Monsoon.  

 Pollution Level in Several Cities:- Many cities of India have pollution level far more than the level safe for the 

people. Cities like Delhi have been declared as one of the most polluted cites of the world. Increase in GHG will 

further degrade the situation for India. 

 Effect on Temprature Increase of Agriculture:- With increase in temp, agriculture production is likely to decrease 

further. For a country like India with ever increasing population this will cause a serious concern in future. 

Role India can play:- 

At the time when US is unwilling to fulfill its commitments, India has to play a bigger role in the implementation of Paris 

Agreement. India is emerging as as an important player in global climate politics. China has skillfully stepped into the 

role of climate change. India also needs to play its part in this regard. It should insist Western world to maintain their 

obligations, including financial. 

Conclusion:- If India skillfully plays role in the implementation of Paris Agreement, it would be huge boost to its 

foreign policy. It may serve as soothing element in India-China relations. If will also increase India’s significance further. 
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Q) China has recently floated the idea of an Integrated National Security Concept. What is 

it? How does it affect India? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

 A very recent  article contributed by  Sun Jianguo, Vice Chief of Staff of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in 

the Chinese Communist Party’s theoretical organ, Qiu Shi, has made clear that under  Xi Jinping’s new “Integrated 

National Security” approach, protecting the perceived core national interests will remain a basic principle;  this is bound 

to have an impact on China’s foreign policy, making the country to continue its assertiveness internationally, particularly 

towards the  countries in the neighbourhood having territorial disputes with Beijing.  

What is it? 

the PRC under Xi Jinping’s leadership continues to implement the post 2009 core-interests based foreign policy course, 

which seeks a win-win relationship for China with nations abroad, but under the condition that while doing so the 

country will not compromise on core national interests, more precisely those  concerning national integrity and 

territorial sovereignty.  

Objectives: 

 To widen security management to include new fields like marine, marine, space, and cyber security. 

 To fundamentally guarantee the enduring peace and stability of the country 

 Protecting both internal and external security 

 It states that political security should be taken as core, economic security as its basis, military, cultural, and societal 

security as an important guarantee, and the furthering of global security as foundation. The ambit of security 

management would be widened by the inclusion of new fields like marine, space, and cyber security. 

How does it affect India? 

 Tibet have a direct bearing on China’s “core interests, any reference to Arunachal Pradesh (‘Southern Tibet’ as 

China prefers to call it) fuel tensions between the two countries. Thus, damages India-China relations” 

 Making the country to continue its assertiveness internationally in border disputes. 

 The recent visit of Dalai Lama to Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh therefore caused a tension in China. 

 Geopolitical impact – The OBOR initiative, investments in Africa and establishment of bases worldwide by China 

is an assertion of its legitimate rights under the INSC. 

 Economic concern: OBOR can put China on the lead on the economic front 

 Indian sovereignty concerns related to OBOR arm passing through PoK as China Pakistan Economic Corridor 

 Energy Security – South China Sea conflict has been the most blatant manifestation of Chinese assertiveness. 

India’s energy interests could take a hit on account of this assertive behaviour. 

 It might further deteriorate the South Asian peace process as an insecure China might collude with Pakistan for 

worse; 

Conclusion:- 

The possible consequences of an over-zealousness of such a doctrine would depend on how China actually deploys it 

whether for a collaborative framework, as in OBOR, or as a threat to its competitors especially its neighbours like India. 

In either case, India must keep itself ready with a pertinent counter-strategy that must be based on keeping in mind our 

own national ideals, principles, short as well as long term goals and the overall welfare of the people. 
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Q) How does protectionism in developed countries affect India and other developing 

countries? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Protectionism is an inward-looking policy of a nation that seeks to restrain trade relations with other nations via 

economic measures like introducing tariffs on imports and other government regulations. The rise in protectionism is 

evident from the rise of conservative hard-line politicians like Donald Trump, Theresa May etc and this has a significant 

implication on developing countries: 

 Immigration: Immigration to developed nation from the developing will reduce and the safety issue of existing 

diaspora will increase due to anti-immigrant wave. 

 Outsourcing & Offshoring: With focus on creating jobs back home, developed countries might cut back their 

outsouring and offshoring operations. Also, the investment made in FDI/FII may reduce. These will hurt the 

economic prospects in developing world. 

 Impact on exports- Export- oriented economies like China and many South east Asian nations will be affected 

adversely. For India, too- which has strong service sector exports, would affect badly with such policies. 

 Education & Jobs: The educational and job opportunities for people from developing nations in developed ones 

will be hard to come by and they may be see the return of diaspora. 

Impact on India and measures to be taken: 

 Diaspora: Feels unsafe due minimizing of employment opportunities and rise in hate crimes. Indian government 

needs to be take proactive steps seeking help of those respective nations in ensuring the safety of Indians. 

 Education and Jobs: Drop in opportunities here means we need to create these opportunities here. Given the 

woes of ever increasing domestic force, addition of returning diaspora will acerbate the educational and job domain 

in India. Strengthen Skill India. 

 Trade: Stringent H1B visa norms will hurt the IT industry and India needs to belt up on this front. Fall in 

outsourcing and offshoring operations will mean that India needs to increase its dependence on domestic demand 

and consumption. 

 Low Transfer of Technology: India will need greater innovation. Make in India, Startup & Standup India will 

play a pivotal role. India will need special efforts to deal with climate change. 

Some of the recent protectionist moves by developed nations and their impacts are: 

 Curbed visa programmes- the curbs on H1B visa and scrapping of the Australian “457” programme will adversely 

affect the Indian IT sector, which sends thousands of working professionals to these nations. 

 Brexit negotiations- Britain’s exit from Europe, a sign of protectionism, is bound to have rippling effects for 

developing nations economically tied to Europe. 

 TPP in the back burner- Casting side of multinational treaties like TPP will adversely affect economies of ASEAN, 

which consists of developing countries whose global exports account for 45% of GDP. 

Conclusion- 

Protectionism is an anomaly in a globalised world, but if thats the direction in which some developed economies are 

moving, developing nations must be prepared to live up to the challenge. 

 

Q) How has Trump’s foreign policy affected India and other aspiring powers around the 

world? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:– 

 The different approach adopted by Trump in his campaign to foreign policy and its subsequent implementation with 

some deviations has raised hopes and concerns to world powers and India. It can be seen in following ways:-  
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 First, the impact of his broad handling of international relations. Trump has spoken warmly of President Putin, 

talked of lifting sanctions and wants engagement with Moscow. His secretary of state is a close friend of the Russian 

President. In contrast, Trump has threatened a tougher line against China. The one-China policy is open for 

reconsideration and the country could be penalised for currency manipulation. Friendly relations between the 

United States and Russia suit India because we can then pursue closer relations with both without contradiction. 

Also, a US-Russia détente would diminish Russia’s dependence on Beijing. And any policy that confronts China’s 

expansion can’t disadvantage India. 

 During the campaign Trump called Pakistan “the most dangerous country in the world today” and said “the only 

country that can check Pakistan is India”. Though he hasn’t repeated this after the election his key appointments 

think similarly. That suggests a tougher stand which can only be good news for India. 

 Now to the economic impact. The key concern is what happens to H1B visas. Both the US president and his attorney 

general talk of reducing H1B visas. This would be bad news for India’s information technology industry, 60% of 

whose $108 billion exports go to the US. Companies like Infosys, Wipro and TCS could suffer. 

 However, that could also impact the American enterprises which rely on them. As the latter’s costs rise they’ll be 

passed on to their American customers. This can make Trump to change his stand. 

 Stand on Immigration: Restriction on this has led to polarisation in America, hate crimes and reversal of 

globalization. 

Diaspora in general and Indian diaspora in particular feels unsafe as a result. 

 Policy on Terrorism: Trump administration is categorical on reigning in terrorism. He aims to maim the ISIS. 

Recent attack on ISIS camp is vindication of that. This is positive development for those countries who are 

embattling terrorism. While this was seen a welcome move for India, greater financial assistance to Pak by Trump 

administration is a cause for concern. 

 Trade: Trans-Pacific Partnership(TPP) is stalled by Trump’s anti-TPP measure. TPP members will be positively 

affected while this will be welcome move for India. 

 Climate Change: Anti-Climate change disposition could derail the much celebrated consensus on Paris Deal. 

Imminent threats of climate change shall faced by all. India, given its diversity, needed proactive measures. These 

would be affected positively with little transfer of technology or financial aid under Green Climate Fund in future. 

 Trump giving credit to NATO in international security is appreciated by the European allies of US who recently had 

apprehensions of a scenario where US might withdraw from the NATO which might have affected the stability of 

the EU. EU is already facing a difficult situation after Brexit 

 Central Asia: Trump administration sceptical about Iran nuclear deal and threatening to scrap it might have 

negative impact on stability of Central Asia and also the Support of US to Israel over illegal occupancy in Palestinian 

region is against the two state solution as recognized by the OSLO peace agreement. 

 North Korean threat- Trump’s aggressive attitude towards the nuclear programme of North Korea adds fuel to the 

already fragile international balance between nations. Any tussle with North Korea will draw in China, its 

neighbour and political ‘ally’. This can potentially have ripple effects on other neighbouring nations, including 

India. 

 Afghanistan Strike- Trump recently ordered the dropping of a massive bomb strike on IS militants in Afghanistan. 

Considered a much needed retaliatory move by some to assuage the Syrian crisis, it can have negative effects- eg: 

further aggrandised militants and shifting of their bases to not so far located India. 

Conclusion :- 

Trumps foreign policy is still evolving it will need time and concrete direction to get solidified. A superpower commands 

respect by a level of predictability and consistency of action. It is possible – and highly desirable – that the Trump 

Administration gravitates towards that “normal”. Meanwhile, as the Indian leadership prepares to engage with the 

Trump Administration on the strong foundation established in the past three years, it might note from others’ experience 

that transactional aspects are important in cementing political and strategic convergences.   
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Q) Critically examine how the US President Trump’s first hundred days in office have 

impacted India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- 

The arrival of Donald Trump brought a wave of uncertainty with him and like other nations India too was going to 

get affected by it. Its effect is as follows 

 Xenophobia: There has been a spurt in hate crimes committed against Indians in India due to Trump’s anti-

immigrant stand. 

 H1B Visa: The norms for it have been made strict hurting the competitiveness of Indian IT sector. 

 Pivot to Asia: Has been put on backburner. India was the lynchpin for this pivot. 

 China: Anti- China stand especially his vociferous criticism of economic policies pursued by China was harbinger 

of tilting of scales in India’s favour. Instead of things going in India’s favour, US and China have seemed to iron out 

their differences as evident from “tremendous progress” made in the recent meeting 

However, there are some positive developments as well. 

 Terrorism: His anti-terror stand against IS was reflected in the recent bombing on IS camp. 

 Lisa Curtis: Latest representative to India, Afghanistan, Pakistan is known for anti-Pak stand and it augurs well for 

the groundswell support that India aims to garner against Pakistan. 

 TPP: which could have been a big blow seemingly has been scrapped. 

Conclusion :-Trump’s 100 days have like, as the American maxim goes ” A box full of chocolates”, i.e. you never know 

what you will get. 100 days is too short a time to evaluate any policy but India should engage proactively with swift 

Trump administration. 

 

Q) “Changes in the United States’ attitude to Iran could be very serious for India.” Critically 

analyse. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- 

The Trump administration is openly and consistently confrontational towards Iran, where President Donald Trump’s 

predecessor Barack Obama was firm but constructive. 

It can be seen in following actions:- 

 On April 18, the U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson wrote to Congress — in the quarterly review Congress requires 

of the July 2015 international nuclear deal — that Iran continues to comply with the deal, but in the same letter he 

called Iran “a leading state sponsor of terror”. 

 A day later, the Secretary of Defense, James Mattis, who has long been very hostile to Iran, accused it of attempting 

to “destabilise yet another country”, meaning Yemen. 

 Two months earlier, on February 4, Mr. Mattis had responded to Iran’s late-January test of a ballistic missile by 

calling it the world’s “single biggest state sponsor of terrorism”. 

 On April 12, the U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Nikki Haley, said in a Security Council 

briefing on Syria, “Iran is [Bashar al-]Assad’s chief accomplice in the regime’s horrific acts.” 

Growing India Iran relations :- 

 In October 2016, Iran was India’s largest supplier of crude oil, with its exports to India exceeding the overall largest 

supplier Saudi Arabia’s exports of 697,000 barrels per day (bpd) by over 10%. 

 As the U.S. federal body Energy Information Administration notes, India is also funnelling Iranian oil into its 

expanding strategic petroleum reserves (SPR), with a view to holding 90 days’ supply against contingencies. 

Crucially, Tehran has consistently offered New Delhi very favourable terms, including non-dollar oil sales and other 

commercial attractions. 
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 Oil is of course only one commodity in a long-standing Indo-Iranian trade relationship; Iran buys basmati rice and 

sugar from India, as well as various agrochemicals and petroleum products. Substantial expansions in the volume 

of business are also likely, despite earlier tensions over delayed Indian payments for oil. 

 The Indian government has, furthermore, taken steps to reassure Indian insurers in the public and private sectors, 

as well as banks, over the risks they might take in handling Iranian money while the U.S. sanctions regime remains 

in force. 

 In addition, India and Iran have reached agreement on the expansion of several industrial facilities at the port of 

Chabahar; the work is to be undertaken mainly by Indian entities. Another substantial deal is the one under 

preparation for India to have operating rights in the Farzad B gas field, which lies within Iranian waters in the 

Persian Gulf. 

The historic US-Iran nuclear deal signed during Obama era has seen reversal in Trump’s administration and this has 

changed the way US is treating Iran. This has a significant bearing on India because of the following 

 Energy security: Iran is second largest oil supplier to India. The deterioration in US-Iran relation could be 

jeopardize India’s oil imports as was during the pre agreement days. 

A similar case can be made for Farzaad B gas field. 

 Chabahar Port: India has great stakes in the Chabahar port which could be affected. 

 Afghanistan Issue: Deterioration in Iran relation could increase the importance of Pakistan to protect the American 

interest in Afghanistan which can be detrimental to India. 

However, we should also note the following 

 Diversification of energy basket: India has been successful in diversifying its energy security vis a vis earlier days. 

Ex. Nigeria in Africa for Oil, Phu-kahn basin in Vietnam. Hence this will help mitigate the impact of lull in US-Iran 

relation. 

 Closer ties with US: India relation with US has been steadfastly improving. With proactive diplomacy it should be 

able to safeguard areas where she is affected by US action against Iran 

 Trump’s Unpredictability: It’s been only 100 days, too short a time to evaluate a policy and given the 

unpredictability of Trump, it would not be sagacious to judge his stance as completely anti-Iran (Ex. moderation 

in Trump’s stance given the American interests in Boeing supply contract) 

Conclusion:- 

India enjoys a sweet spot in today’s slowdown-afflicted world, couple this with India’s vibrant foreign policy, she should 

be able to successfully navigate the troubled waters due to a dent in US-Iran relation 

 

Q) It is said that Donald Trump’s ambitious plan to cut corporate taxes will be a major 

boost for US companies and the dollar, but may spell bad news for emerging markets. 

Examine why. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

Trump proposed slashing tax rates for businesses to 15% from the current 35% for public corporations, and 39.6% for 

small businesses. Overseas corporate profits returned to the country will also be taxed at 15%. 

If the proposals are legislated, US companies would go from being the most highly taxed among the Group of 20 

countries to among the lowest. The plan still has to go through Congress. 

Impact on US companies:- 

 Higher Profitability: This will improve the returns of the American Corporations 

 Greater Investment: Surplus capital due to lower tax can be invested in useful domains to generate further returns 

thereby initiating a positive reinforcing cycle. 

 Foreign Capital: Improved business environment will attract capital from other countries. 
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 Remittances: With dollar getting stronger U.S emigrants in other countries will increase their remittances and thus 

augmenting the pool of capital in US.                                    

 Growth of start ups: Firms and even individuals would have interest in investing in startups of US, thus giving US 

Startups an edge.                                 

 Strong Dollar: This would ensure that dollar remains in a stronger position than other currencies.                 

 More revenue: The overall revenue will also increase due to rise in industries of US. 

However there shall be a negative impact on emerging economies 

 Flight of the capital: The Investment made in FDI/FII by the American companies will shift to America which will 

affect emerging economies badly. However, on the contrary it is possible that higher capital at disposal may lead 

to increased investment in emerging economies. 

 Reduction in offshoring and outsourcing: With greater returns there shall be a cut in offshoring and outsourcing of 

companies and jobs respectively by Americans in emerging economies. Moreover the existing ones too might see a 

drop. 

 Lower Remittances: The increased strength of the dollar will lower the remittances of the American 

immigrants.                                                                                                            

 Volatile market situation: Due to the retraction of capital from emerging markets, there would be volatility in the 

markets of those economies. 

Conclusion :- 

The world has becoming increasingly integrated with higher dependency on each other. While complete immunity may 

not be possible emerging economies should take effective steps to insulate themselves from the spillovers of developed 

countries like US. 

 

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

Q) Despite the ‘red line’, a large number of countries have used chemical agents against 

enemies in conflict. Examine why such impunity persists. Also examine, why is killing 

with chemical weapons taboo, but killing with fearsome conventional weapons okay? 

Comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The Red line, or “to cross the red line”, is a phrase used worldwide to mean a figurative point of no return or line in the 

sand, or “a limit past which safety can no longer be guaranteed. 

Background:- 

 Barack Obama used the phrase on August 20, 2012, during the Syrian civil war in relation to chemical weapons, 

saying that “We have been very clear to the Assad regime, but also to other players on the ground, that a red line 

for us is we start seeing a whole bunch of chemical weapons moving around or being utilized. That would change 

my calculus. That would change my equation.” 

 In the US, the phrase then became a source of contention when political opponent John McCain said the red line 

was “apparently written in disappearing ink,” due to the perception the red line had been crossed with no action. 

On the one year anniversary of Obama’s red line speech the Ghouta chemical attacks  

 Obama then clarified “I didn’t set a red line. The world set a red line when governments representing 98 percent of 

the world’s population said the use of chemical weapons are abhorrent and passed a treaty forbidding their use 

even when countries are engaged in war,” in reference to the Chemical Weapons Convention. 

Chemical weapons convention:- 

 The Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) is an arms control treaty that outlaws the production, stockpiling, and 

use of chemical weapons and their precursors. 
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 The full name of the treaty is the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and 

Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction and it is administered by the Organisation for the Prohibition 

of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), an intergovernmental organization based in The Hague, Netherlands. The treaty 

entered into force in 1997. 

 The Chemical Weapons Convention comprehensively prohibits the use, development, production, stockpiling and 

transfer of chemical weapons. Any chemical used for warfare is considered a chemical weapon by the Convention. 

 The parties’ main obligation under the convention is to effect this prohibition, as well as the destruction of all 

current chemical weapons. The destruction activities are verified by the OPCW. 

Sarine:- 

 Sarin is classed as a chemical weapon of mass destruction.  The use of chemical weapons is a war crime under 

international law and its use on a civilian population is a crime against humanity.  

 Sarin is a nerve agent which attacks the central nervous system.  Its effects on humans is devastating.  Exposure to 

sarin causes immediate dysfunction of the human nervous system resulting in the nose to run, eyes to cry, the 

mouth to drool, vomiting, and bowels and bladder to evacuate themselves.  This then moves on to convulsions, 

paralysis, and death within 1 to 10 minutes. 

Despite ban chemical weapons are used and impunity persists because:- 

 Syria IS getting support from Russia, Terrorist group like Hezbollah etc 

 No fear of sanctions from west. It can be seen that Iraq used chemical weapons in 1980s. 

 Some countries like North Korea, Israel etc have not signed the CWC. So formally they don’t come under the 

purview of OPCW. 

 OPCW only undertakes these inspections on request but not suo-moto etc. 

Why chemical weapons are used:- 

 For implicit and explicit international protection. In Syria’s case, it sought protection from Russia and Iran. 

 To strike fear in the hearts of people and to stop populations from slipping out of control. 

 As a propaganda tool and to point fingers at the enemy. 

 To crush dissent and deal violence with violence. 

 To ‘cleanse’ rebel held towns and cities of sympathizers. 

 And, due to inaction by the international community, especially UN and other bodies against countries committing 

such atrocities. No UNSC resolution in 6 years of war implies that world powers want to keep this strategic option 

as part of their arsenal. 

Some advantages of chemical weapons:- 

 Chemical weapons are cheap and be manufactured quickly. 

 Due to low tech requirements it can be attributed to the rebels(as done by Russia) 

 They do not need high technology deployment vehicles. 

 Their stockpiling can be done for years under the garb of chemical feed industry. 

The reasons why killing with chemical weapons, unlike with conventional ones is a red line are; 

 Chemical weapons cannot be targeted to strike precisely. They rely on carpet coverage of areas killing and maiming 

everyone. 

 They, unlike conventional weapons do not just cause death, but torture as well in the form of burns, lacerations, 

blindness, diseases etc.(eg: Mustard gas used by USA in Vietnam) 

 Chemical weapons have the ability to cause genetic mutations and generational diseases. 

 They contaminate area’s air and water and make reconstruction and rehabilitation so much more difficult. 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organisation_for_the_Prohibition_of_Chemical_Weapons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organisation_for_the_Prohibition_of_Chemical_Weapons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hague


 

www.insightsonindia.com  111 www.insightsias.com  

Conclusion:- 

The latest attacks on Syria must be an eye opener for the worlds power in order to take issue of chemical weapons use 

seriously. The real red line in Syria shouldn’t be chemical attacks in which a few hundred have lost their lives, but a war 

in which an estimated 500,000 are dead and almost 11.5 million have been displaced. Hence Syrian issues must be 

priority. 

 

Q) Briefly outline the structure and mandate of the European Union (EU), the European 

Council, the European Commission and the European Parliament. In the light of changing 

political landscape in Europe, examine what role should these institutions play to 

safeguard European unity and integrity. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The concept of European unity is being questioned after the Brexit and growth of Anti-EU parties across the Europe. 

European Union- 

The European Union (EU) is a political and economic union of 28 member states that are located primarily 

in Europe. It has an area of 4,475,757 km2 (1,728,099 sq mi), and an estimated population of over 510 million. The EU 

has developed an internal single market through a standardized system of laws that apply in all member states. EU 

policies aim to ensure the free movement of people, goods, services, and capital within the internal market, enact 

legislation in justice and home affairs, and maintain common policies on trade, agriculture, fisheries, and regional 

development.. 

The organizational structure of European Union is made up of 

1. The executive commission, 

2. The council of ministers, 

3. The European parliament, 

4. The court of justice, 

5. The economic and social committee, and 

6. The monetary committee. 

The EU traces its origins from the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) and the European Economic 

Community (EEC), formed by the Inner Six countries in 1951 and 1958, respectively. Next the treaty of Rome of 1957 

created the European Community made up of the six core countries of Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the 

Netherlands and West Germany. The decades following many new members joined them while at the same time 

integration of economic, cultural, judicial and so forth would then deepen the relationships distinct European entity. 

The community and its successors have grown in size by the accession of new member states and in power by the 

addition of policy areas to its remit. The Maastricht Treaty established the European Union in 1993 and 

introduced European citizenship. The latest major amendment to the constitutional basis of the EU, the Treaty of 

Lisbon, came into force in 2009. 

European Council- 

The European Council charged with defining the EU’s overall political direction and priorities, is the institution of 

the European Union (EU) that comprises the heads of state or government of the member states, along with 

the President of the European Council and the President of the European Commission. The High Representative of the 

Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy also takes part in its meetings.[1] Established as an informal summit in 

1975, the European Council was formalised as an institution in 2009 upon the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon. 

Since the institution is composed of national leaders, it gathers the executive power of the member states and has thus 

a great influence in high-profile policy areas as for example foreign policy. It also exercises powers of appointment, such 

as appointment of its own President, the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, and 

the President of the European Central Bank. It proposes, to the European Parliament, a candidate for President of the 

European Commission. 
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European Commission- 

The European Commission (EC) is an institution of the European Union, responsible for proposing legislation, 

implementing decisions, upholding the EU treaties and managing the day-to-day business of the EU.[2] Commissioners 

swear an oath at the European Court of Justice in Luxembourg, pledging to respect the treaties and to be completely 

independent in carrying out their duties during their mandate. 

The Commission was set up from the start to act as an independent supranational authority separate from governments; 

it has been described as “the only body paid to think European”.[42] The members are proposed by their member state 

governments, one from each. However, they are bound to act independently – neutral from other influences such as 

those governments which appointed them. This is in contrast to the Council, which represents governments, 

the Parliament, which represents citizens, the Economic and Social Committee, which represents organized civil society, 

and the Committee of the Regions, which represents local and regional authorities. 

European parliament- 

 

The European Parliament (EP) is the directly elected parliamentary institution of the European Union (EU). 

Together with the Council of the European Union (the Council) and the European Commission, it exercises the 

legislative function of the EU. The Parliament is composed of 751 members, who represent the second-largest 

democratic electorate in the world (after the Parliament of India) and the largest trans-national democratic electorate 

in the world (375 million eligible voters in 2009). 

It has been directly elected every five years by universal suffrage since 1979. However, voter turnout at European 

Parliament elections has fallen consecutively at each election since that date, and has been under 50% since 1999. Voter 

turnout in 2014 stood at 42.54% of all European voters 

The Parliament is the “first institution” of the EU (mentioned first in the treaties, having ceremonial precedence over all 

authority at European level),[8] and shares equal legislative and budgetary powers with the Council (except in a few areas 

where the special legislative procedures apply). It likewise has equal control over the EU budget. Finally, the European 

Commission, the executive body of the EU, is accountable to Parliament. In particular, Parliament elects the President 

of the Commission, and approves (or rejects) the appointment of the Commission as a whole. It can subsequently force 

the Commission as a body to resign by adopting a motion of censure. 

Since the global recession of 2008, EU is being looked as burden rather than strength by many European political 

leaders. There is no consensus over the issues like inward migration from West Asia and North Africa, Climate change 

etc. Anti-EU sentiments are getting stronger as unemployment is rising, sovereign debt of some nation is forcing them 

for austerity measures. Thus European institutions are placed at critical situation to help out Europe out of crisis. 

What role should these institutions play to safeguard European unity and integrity? 

 All these institutions need to work in tandem to set the house in the order. Europe needs political transparency, 

executive accountability and efficient governance from these institutions. 

 European institutions need to find “common solutions” to current challenges and to improve communication 

between the EU and its citizens 

 Member countries of EU have different stance on the issues like migration crisis; countering terrorism; 

strengthening EU security and defense cooperation; and improving economic opportunities, especially for young 

people. European institutions have tough challenges to find consensus on these issues. 
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 Some countries in Europe are demanding closer integration while some others are opposing such plans. In this 

such scenario, EU could become a two-speed entity, consisting of a strongly integrated group of “core” countries 

and a group of “periphery” countries more free to pick and choose those EU policies in which they wish to 

participate. In this scenario European institutions will have uphill task in managing the multispeed Europe. 

 Market integration is the bedrock principle of the European unity. Further these institutions need to explore 

markets for European goods in other regions like India, China etc. Once the economy of Europe is revived, the 

concept of European unity would be strengthened further. 

Conclusion- 

European unity has been the novel and fairly successful experiment in the history of Europe and world as well. Economic 

integration is the strongest bond that could help nations together. Thus European institutions have major task of 

reviving the economy of Europe to preserve and maintain the glory of Europe. 

 

Q) Critically evaluate success of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

(OPCW) in controlling and eradicating use of chemical weapons around the world. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) is an intergovernmental organisation, located 

in The Hague, Netherlands. 

The organisation promotes and verifies the adherence to the Chemical Weapons Convention which prohibits the use 

of chemical weapons and requires their destruction. The verification consists both of evaluation of declarations by 

member states and on-site inspections. 

The organisation was awarded the 2013 Nobel Peace Prize because it had, with the Chemical Weapons 

Convention, “defined the use of chemical weapons as a taboo under international law” according to Thorbjørn Jagland, 

Chairman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee. 

Success:- 

 Destruction of Stockpile of Chemical weapons: About 90% of the chemical weapons have been destroyed. 

 Exposure level to Chemical weapons: 

About 98% of the world is free from the exposure of chemcial weapons. 

 Accolades: It had been awarded Nobel Peace prize in 2013 for its successful efforts in maintaining peace and 

curbing the use of chemical weapons. 

 Coordinating with UN: It has successfully coordinated with UN to promte peace around the world. 

 Assistance against Chemical Weapons: State parties renouncing chemical weapons are assured that they will not 

be threatened by such weapons in future and are offered assistance by other member states in case they are 

threatened with chemical weapons. Due to extensive work done by OPCW in prohibition of chemical weapons, it 

was awarded Nobel Peace prize in 2013. 

Failures:- 

 Syria: Chemical weapons attack in Syrian civil war killed many recently. ISIS has used mustard gas in Syria and 

Iraq with horrific consequences in recent years. 

 United States: It is believed that chemical weapons were used by the US during its Iraqi invasion during 2004-09. 

 Terrorism: OPCW has not been able to ensure and publicly declare that terrorists organisation do not have access 

to chemical weapons. 

 UN member countries like Egypt, Israel, South Sudan & North Korea are out of ambit of OPCW and threatens the 

world security through their chemical weapons stockpiles. 

 The recent killing of the North Korean leader half brother of the president of NK in Malaysia highlights the problem 

that OPCW has been ineffective in controlling imports and exports of chemical weapons across the globe. 
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 The financial burden of the implementation of the programs is one of the major reasons for the delay in successfully 

elimination of chemical weapons. 

Conclusion:- 

 OPCW has done commendable job, still, recent events demands steps like adoption of advance technologies to track 

misuse of chemicals, bring remaining states under the ambit of CWC and motivate all stakeholders to stop destructive 

use of chemicals and promote green clean chemistry to fight against climate change & make world more peaceful place 

to live. 

 

Q) “The IMF could turn irrelevant unless it reforms to keep up with rival global 

institutions.”  Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction :- 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an international organization headquartered in Washington, D.C., of “189 

countries working to foster global monetary cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international trade, 

promote high employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce poverty around the world.” 

Formed in 1944 at the Bretton Woods Conference primarily by the ideas of Harry Dexter White and John Maynard 

Keynes, it came into formal existence in 1945 with 29 member countries and the goal of reconstructing the international 

payment system. 

It now plays a central role in the management of balance of payments difficulties and international financial 

crises. Countries contribute funds to a pool through a quota system from which countries experiencing balance of 

payments problems can borrow money. As of 2016, the fund had SDR477 billion (about $668 billion). 

The present structure and power dynamics in IMF is not reflective of the current economic 

architecture and it is this systemic issue that castes shadows on its relevance because of  

 Quotas: The rising clout of developing countries today vis-à-vis. the developed ones is not commensurate with their 

quotas. Moreover the recent announcement of deferring the next round amendments in quota till 2019 could be 

dampener. 

 Appointment: The heads have historically been appointed from a coterie of developed nations leading to 

discrimination of developing countries tries 

 Rise of alternative institutions: Like NDB,AIIB have come up as an alternative to IMF. They look to provide greater 

credit with more creditor-friendly terms 

However, the importance of IMF cant be understated and it can’t be written off because 

 Experience: Given the successful experiences in dealing with BoP problems it has tremendous experience with 

keeps its relevant. 

 Large Corpus: It has strong base of 150 members and has a large corpus at hand 

 Reform: It very recently increased the quota share of developing countries thereby indicating that it is open to 

change. 

Conclusion :-IMF definitely will have strong competition from emerging institutions in coming days and it needs to 

be nimble-footed to adapt to current dynamics. However to write it off as irrelevant will be not appropriate. 

 

Q) It is said that judges need to understand the complex linkages between various areas 

of governance and economic and legal activity today. Illustrate why. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

Judiciary has often resorted to judicial activism to perform its duty as the ultimate protector of rights. However such 

decision manifests judicial prudence, it is often bereft of governance and economic prudence. It can be seen from the 

following cases 
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 Liquor ban on SHs and NHs: Lack of analysis on 

Economic: Significant impact on employment, revenues of hotel, owner bar tender 

Governance: Increase in additional administration required as well the effect on state exchequer due fall in 

revenues 

 Thwarting making Aadhaar Card mandatory 

Economic: Savings due to biometric identification is not duly considered 

Governance: Increase in target delivery as well as extent of curb on corruption not factored in 

 Ban on BS 3 vehicles 

Economic: The economic implication of currently manufactured vehicles 

Governance: The beating goverment’s EODB shall take. Moreover it will result in corruption due to urgency to sell 

existing stock. 

 Coal allocation cancellation 

Economic: Delay in the supply of coal having far-reaching consequences for socio-economic conditions in India 

Governance: Widened the chasm between bureaucracy and corporates. The enormous bureaucratic effort in 

arranging the auction went down the drain. 

 Demanding disclosure of defaulters: 

Economic: Blatantly asking RBI to disclose the name of defaulters, of which some were genuine cases could have 

hurt their economic prospects by denting their image. 

Governance: Trust deficit between bureaucracy and corporate sector would have stalled the active participation on 

private sector, which is a key aspect to achieve some of agendas where bureaucracy fall short 

 BCCI controversy 

Economic: In a bid to bring about drastic changes in a short time, it freezed the transfer of funds to State Cricket 

Boards which could have had an economic impact. 

Governance: Non-comprehensive understanding .Made 1 vote for 1 state which leaves doors for stronger states “to 

buy” the votes of weaker states to tilt decisions in their favor. 

Justice is not just about legal uprightness but in its true sense also encompasses economic and governance aspect too. 

Judiciary should take stock of this. 
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