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1.  Which of the following can be said to be 

legacy of colonialism in India? 

1. Tribals not being allowed in forest 
pastoral lands 

2. Growth of rationality and a scientific 

temper in the masses 

3. Indian police system 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: d) 

 At one level, colonialism simply means the 

establishment of rule by one country over another. 

In the modern period western colonialism has had 

the greatest impact. Every policy of the British was 

geared towards the strengthening and expansion of 

British capitalism. For instance it changed the very 

laws of the land. It changed not just land ownership 

laws but decided even what crops ought to be 

grown and what ought not to be. 

 It meddled with the manufacturing sector. It 

altered the way production and distribution of 

goods took place. It entered into the forests. It 

cleared trees and started tea plantations. It brought 

in Forest Acts that changed the lives of pastoralists. 

They were prevented from entering many forests 

that had earlier provided valuable forage for their 

cattle. 

 Moreover, the Indian police was established to 

suppress popular revolts via the Indian Police Act 

1861 which is in force even till date. 

 On the positive front, the British rule also inculcated 

a spirit of rationality and scientific temper in the 

masses by their education, literature etc 

 

2.  Which of the following is/are not associated 

with the cause of women social reform 

movements in India? 

1. All India Muslim Ladies Conference 

2. Arya Samaj in Punjab 

3. Pandita Ramabai 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

below 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All are associated 

  

Solution: d) 

Within India, social reformers from Punjab and Bengal 

exchanged ideas with reformers from Madras and 

Maharashtra. Keshav Chandra Sen of Bengal visited 

Madras in 1864. Pandita Ramabai travelled to different 

corners of the country. Some of them went to other 

countries. Modern social organisations like the Brahmo 

Samaj in Bengal and Arya Samaj in Punjab were set up. 

The All-India Muslim Ladies Conference (Anjuman-E-

Khawatn-E-Islam) was founded in 1914. Indian 

reformers debated not just in public meetings but 

through public media like newspapers and journals. 

Translations of writings of social reformers from one 

Indian language to another took place. 

 

3.  Which of the following can be said to be the 

sources of the core values of the Indian 
constitution? 

1. Karachi session of Congress, 1931 

2. Cabinet Mission Plan 1946 

3. 1916 Lucknow Pact 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

below: 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: c) 

Even as India fought for its independence from British 

colonialism a vision of what Indian democracy ought to 

look like emerged. As far back as in 1928, Motilal Nehru 

and eight other Congress leaders drafted a constitution 

for India. In 1931, the resolution at the Karachi session 

of the Indian National Congress dwelt on how 

independent India‟s constitution should look like. The 

Karachi Resolution reflects a vision of democracy that 

meant not just formal holding of elections but a 
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substantive reworking of the Indian social structure in 

order to have a genuine democratic society. 

 The Karachi Resolution clearly spells out the vision 

of democracy that the nationalist movement in 

India had. It articulates the values that were further 

given full expression in the Indian Constitution. 

 Cabinet mission plan was about the post-

independent political and territorial reorganization 

of India. 

 

4.  Consider the following statements: 

1. Ibn Battuta was lured by his 
reputation as a generous patron of 

arts and letters, and he set off for 

Delhi, passing through Multan and 

Uch 

2. Ibn Battuta was ordered in 1342 to 
proceed to China as the Sultan’s 

envoy to the Mongol ruler 

In the above statements, the Sultan refers 

to 

(a) Muhammad Ghazni 

(b) Ghiyath al-Din Muhammad 

(c) Muhammad bin Tughlaq 

(d) None of the Above 

  

Solution: c) 

Muhammad bin Tughlaq 

Unlike most other members of his class, Ibn Battuta 

considered experience gained through travels to be a 

more important source of knowledge than books. He 

just loved travelling, and went to far-off places, 

exploring new worlds and peoples. Before he set off for 

India in 1332-33, he had made pilgrimage trips to 

Mecca, and had already travelled extensively in Syria, 

Iraq, Persia, Yemen, Oman and a few trading ports on 

the coast of East Africa. 

Travelling overland through Central Asia, Ibn Battuta 

reached Sind in 1333. He had heard about Muhammad 

bin Tughlaq, the Sultan of Delhi, and lured by his 

reputation as a generous patron of arts and letters, set 

off for Delhi, passing through Multan and Uch. The 

Sultan was impressed by his scholarship, and appointed 

him the qazi or judge of Delhi. He remained in that 

position for several years, until he fell out of favour and 

was thrown into prison. Once the misunderstanding 

between him and the Sultan was cleared, he was 

restored to imperial service, and was ordered in 1342 to 

proceed to China as the Sultan‟s envoy to the Mongol 

ruler. 

 

5.  Consider the following statements: 

1. He was closely associated with the 
Mughal court, as a physician to 

Prince Dara Shukoh 

2. He a Frenchman, was a doctor, 

political philosopher and historian 

3. He travelled to several parts of the 

country, and wrote accounts of what 
he saw, frequently comparing what 

he saw in India with the situation in 

Europe 

In the above statements, He refers to? 

(a) Duarte Barbosa 

(b) Jean-Baptiste Tavernier 

(c) Manucci 

(d) François Bernier 

  

Solution (d) 

Once the Portuguese arrived in India in about 1500, a 

number of them wrote detailed accounts regarding 

Indian social customs and religious practices. A few of 

them, such as the Jesuit Roberto Nobili, even translated 

Indian texts into European languages. Among the best 

known of the Portuguese writers is Duarte Barbosa, 

who wrote a detailed account of trade and society in 

south India. 

Later, after 1600, we find growing numbers of Dutch, 

English and French travellers coming to India. One of the 

most famous was the French jeweller Jean-Baptiste 

Tavernier, who travelled to India at least six times. He 

was particularly fascinated with the trading conditions 

in India, and compared India to Iran and the Ottoman 

empire. Some of these travellers, like the Italian doctor 

Manucci, never returned to Europe, and settled down in 

India. 

François Bernier, a Frenchman, was a doctor, political 

philosopher and historian. Like many others, he came to 

the Mughal Empire in search of opportunities. He was in 

India for twelve years, from 1656 to 1668, and was 

closely associated with the Mughal court, as a physician 

to Prince Dara Shukoh, the eldest son of Emperor Shah 

Jahan, and later as an intellectual and scientist, with 

Danishmand Khan, an Armenian noble at the Mughal 

court. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 INSIGHTS REVISION TEST-8 PRELIMS 2017 Solutions 

© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 3 www.insightsonindia.com 

6.  Consider the following statements about 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya. 

1. He had been the president of Indian 
National Congress. 

2. He was an important leader of Hindu 

Mahasabha. 

3. He is founder of Asia’s largest 

residential university – Banaras 

Hindu University. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 Only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

  

Solution: d) 

About Madan Mohan Malviya 

 He was born on December 25, 1861 and was an 

educationist and politician notable for his role in 

India‟s freedom struggle. He was popularly known 

‘Mahaman’. 

 He is founder of Asia‟s largest residential university 

– Banaras Hindu University. 

 He was President of Indian National Congress in 

1909 and 1918. 

 He is also remembered for his stellar role in the 

Independence movement and his espousal of 

Hindu nationalism. 

 He is considered as one of the initial leaders of the 

right-wing Hindu Mahasabha and died in 1946. 

 

7.  Consider the following statements: 

1. Nirguna Bhakti form focused on the 

worship of specific deities such as 

Shiva, Vishnu and his avatars 

(incarnations) and forms of the 

goddess or Devi all in human forms 

2. Suguna Bhakti form was worship of 

an abstract form of god 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

  

Solution: c) 

At a different level, historians of religion often classify 

bhakti traditions into two broad categories: saguna 

(with attributes) and nirguna (without attributes). The 

former included traditions that focused on the worship 

of specific deities such as Shiva, Vishnu and his avatars 

(incarnations) and forms of the goddess or Devi, all 

often conceptualised in anthropomorphic forms. 

Nirguna bhakti on the other hand was worship of an 

abstract form of god. 

 

8.  With reference to the Vijayanagar empire 

and their relationship with the Sultanates, 

consider the following statements 

1. The adventurous policy of Rama 

Raya that ultimately led to the 
decisive defeat of Vijayanagar 

kingdom under the hands of alliance 

of the Sultanates 

2. The Sultans and the rayas were not 

always or inevitably hostile to each 

other 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None 

  

Solution: c) 

In 1565 Rama Raya, the chief minister of Vijayanagara, 

led the army into battle at RakshasiTangadi (also known 

as Talikota), where his forces were routed by the 

combined armies of Bijapur, Ahmadnagar and 

Golconda. The victorious armies sacked the city of 

Vijayanagara. 

The city was totally abandoned within a few years. Now 

the focus of the empire shifted to the east where the 

Aravidu dynasty ruled from Penukonda and later from 

Chandragiri (near Tirupati). 

Although the armies of the Sultans were responsible for 

the destruction of the city of Vijayanagara, relations 

between the Sultans and the rayas were not always or 

inevitably hostile, in spite of religious differences. 
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Krishnadeva Raya, for example, supported some 

claimants to power in the Sultanates and took pride in 

the title “establisher of the Yavana kingdom”. Similarly, 

the Sultan of Bijapur intervened to resolve succession 

disputes in Vijayanagara following the death of 

Krishnadeva Raya. In fact the Vijayanagara kings were 

keen to ensure the stability of the Sultanates and vice 

versa. It was the adventurous policy of Rama Raya who 

tried to play off one Sultan against another that led the 

Sultans to combine together and decisively defeat him. 

 

9.  The Emperor Akbar classified the lands and 

fixed different revenue to be paid by each. 

Consider the following statements 

1. Chachar is land that has lain fallow 

for three or four years 

2. Banjar is land uncultivated for five 

years and more 

3. Polaj is land which is annually 

cultivated for each crop in succession 

and is never allowed to lie fallow 

4. Parauti is land left out of cultivation 

for a time that it may recover its 
strength 

Which of the above are correctly matched? 

(a) 1,2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All 

  

Solution: d) 

The Emperor Akbar classified the lands and fixed a 

different revenue to be paid by each. 

Polaj is land which is annually cultivated for each crop 

in succession and is never allowed to lie fallow. Parauti 

is land left out of cultivation for a time that it may 

recover its strength. 

Chachar is land that has lain fallow for three or four 

years. Banjar is land uncultivated for five years and 

more. Of the first two kinds of land, there are three 

classes, good, middling, and bad. They add together the 

produce of each sort, and the third of this represents the 

medium produce, one-third part of which is exacted as 

the Royal dues. 

 

10.  From archaeological finds it appears that 

the people of the Indus Valley were 

conscious of fashion. The use of which of 
the following by them prompts towards 

this proposition? 

1. Different hairstyles and keeping of 

beard 

2. Use of cosmetics 

3. Use of jewellery 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) All 

  

Solution: d) 

The Harappan men and women decorated themselves 

with a large variety of ornaments produced from every 

conceivable material ranging from precious metals and 

gemstones to bone and baked clay. While necklaces, 

fillets, armlets and finger-rings were commonly worn by 

both sexes. 

From archaeological finds it appears that the people of 

the Indus Valley were conscious of fashion. Different 

hairstyles were in vogue and wearing of a beard was 

popular among all. 

Cinnabar was used as a cosmetic and facepaint, lipstick 

and collyrium (eyeliner) were also known to them. Many 

stone structural remains are also found at Dholavira 

which show how the Indus Valley people used stone in 

construction. 

 

11.  Critics allege India‘s non-alignment as 

unprincipled‘ during the Cold War. 

Which of the following arguments would 
strengthen the proposition? 

1. India refused to take a firm stand on 

crucial international issues like 

Russian intervention of Afghanistan. 

2. The Treaty of Friendship in 1971 with 

the USSR for 20 years made India 
virtually a member of the Soviet 

Alliance system. 

Choose the answer using the codes below 

(a) 1 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 INSIGHTS REVISION TEST-8 PRELIMS 2017 Solutions 

© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 5 www.insightsonindia.com 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None strengthens the proposition 

  

Solution: c) 

India‘s policy of non-alignment was criticised on a 

number of counts. Here we may refer to only two 

criticisms: 

First, India‘s non-alignment was said to be 

‗unprincipled‘. In the name of pursuing its national 

interest, India, it was said, often refused to take a firm 

stand on crucial international issues. 

Second, it is suggested that India was inconsistent and 

took contradictory postures. 

Having criticised others for joining alliances, India signed 

the Treaty of Friendship in August 1971 with the USSR 

for 20 years. This was regarded, particularly by outside 

observers, as virtually joining the Soviet alliance system. 

The Indian government‘s view was that India needed 

diplomatic and possibly military support during the 

Bangladesh crisis and that in any case the treaty did not 

stop India from having good relations with other 

countries including the US. 

 

12.  In what ways had the Indian government 

involved itself in the problem of Sri Lankan 

Tamils in Sri Lanka since the origin of the 

problem? 

1. Deploying Indian Peace Keeping 

forces in SL 

2. Pushing SL diplomatically on the 

13th amendment to its constitution 

3. Taking up housing projects in war 

torn areas 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: d) 

The Sri Lankan problem involves people of Indian origin, 

and there is considerable pressure from the Tamil 

people in India to the effect that the Indian government 

should protect the interests of the Tamils in Sri Lanka. 

The government of India has from time to time tried to 

negotiate with the Sri Lankan government on the Tamil 

question. 

But in 1987, the government of India for the first time 

got directly involved in the Sri Lankan Tamil question. 

India signed an accord with Sri Lanka and sent troops to 

stabilise relations between the Sri Lankan government 

and the Tamils. Eventually, the Indian Army got into a 

fight with the LTTE. The presence of Indian troops was 

also not liked much by the Sri Lankans. They saw this as 

an attempt by India to interfere in the internal affairs of 

Sri Lanka. 

In 1989, the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) pulled 

out of Sri Lanka without attaining its objective. 

 

13.  Lomus rishi caves are historically important 

caves found at Barabar hills. 

Consider the following statements about it. 

1. They are rock-cut caves found in 

Gaya. 

2. The cave was patronised by Ashoka 
for the Ajivika sect. 

3. The facade of the cave is decorated 

with the semicircular chaitya arch as 

the entrance. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 
given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: d) 

The rock-cut cave carved at Barabar hills near Gaya in 

Bihar is known as the Lomus Rishi cave. The facade of 

the cave is decorated with the semicircular chaitya arch 

as the entrance. 

The elephant frieze carved in high relief on the chaitya 

arch shows considerable movement. 

The interior hall of this cave is rectangular with a circular 

chamber at the back. The entrance is located on the side 

wall of the hall. The cave was patronised by Ashoka for 

the Ajivika sect. The Lomus Rishi cave is an isolated 

example of this period. But many Buddhist caves of the 
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subsequent periods were excavated in eastern and 

western India 

 

14.  Consider the following statements about 

the Mathura school of art. 

1. Buddha was depicted in human 
form. 

2. It was a confluence of the Bactrian 

and local Mathura tradition. 

3. Its influence spread to Northern India 

too. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 
given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: a) 

The first century CE onwards, Gandhara (now in 

Pakistan), Mathura in northern India and Vengi in 

Andhra Pradesh emerged as important centres of art 

production. Buddha in the symbolic form got a human 

form in Mathura and Gandhara. The sculptural tradition 

in Gandhara had the confluence of Bactria, Parthia and 

the local Gandhara tradition. The local sculptural 

tradition at Mathura became so strong that the tradition 

spread to other parts of northern India. The best 

example in this regard is the stupa sculptures found at 

Sanghol in the Punjab. 

 

15.  Consider the following statements 

1. The Permanent Settlement system 
was introduced by the British to 

encourage investment in agriculture 

2. The British expected the Permanent 

Settlement system would help the 

emergence of a class of yeomen 

farmers who would be loyal to the 
Company 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution: c) 

In introducing the Permanent Settlement, British 

officials hoped to resolve the problems they had been 

facing since the conquest of Bengal. By the 1770s, the 

rural economy in Bengal was in crisis, with recurrent 

famines and declining agricultural output. Officials felt 

that agriculture, trade and the revenue resources of the 

state could all be developed by encouraging investment 

in agriculture. This could be done by securing rights of 

property and permanently fixing the rates of revenue 

demand. If the revenue demand of the state was 

permanently fixed, then the Company could look 

forward to a regular flow of revenue, while 

entrepreneurs could feel sure of earning a profit from 

their investment, since the state would not siphon it off 

by increasing its claim. The process, officials hoped, 

would lead to the emergence of a class of yeomen 

farmers and rich landowners who would have the 

capital and enterprise to improve agriculture. Nurtured 

by the British, this class would also be loyal to the 

Company. 

 

16.  In the 1770s the British embarked on a 

brutal policy of extermination, hunting the 
Paharias down and killing them. 

Regarding these Paharis, which of the 

following statements is correct? 

(a) They were hill folks who lived around 

the Rajmahal hills 

(b) They raided the plains where settled 

agriculturists lived during the years 

of scarcity 

(c) Only a is correct 

(d) Both a and b are correct 

  

Solution: d) 

Paharis lived around the Rajmahal hills, subsisting on 

forest produce and practising shifting cultivation. 

With their base in the hills, the Paharias regularly raided 

the plains where settled agriculturists lived. These raids 

were necessary for survival, particularly in years of 

scarcity; they were a way of asserting power over 

settled communities; and they were a means of 

negotiating political relations with outsiders. The 

zamindars on the plains had to often purchase peace by 

paying a regular tribute to the hill chiefs. Traders 

similarly gave a small amount to the hill folk for 

permission to use the passes controlled by them. 
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17.  With reference to Santhals, consider the 

following statements 

1. They are the largest tribe in India to 

retain a good language to the present 
day 

2. They are the largest tribal community 

in India 

3. They originally resided peacefully in 

the hilly districts of Mayurbhanj 
Chhotanagpur, Palamau, 

Hazaribagh, but the British policies 

pushed them towards Rajmahal Hills 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) All of the Above 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

  

Solution: b) 

The insurrection of the Santhals was mainly against the 

British and their supporters like moneylenders, bangali 

zamindars and their operatives. Before the advent of 

the British in India the Santhals resided peacefully in the 

hilly districts of Mayurbhanj Chhotanagpur, Palamau, 

Hazaribagh, Midnapur, Bankura and Birbhum. Their 

agrarian way of life was based on clearing the forest; 

they also engaged themselves in hunting for 

subsistence. But, as the agents of the new colonial rule 

claimed their rights on the lands of the Santhals, they 

peacefully went to reside in the hills of Rajmahal. After 

a brief period of peace the British operatives with their 

native counterparts jointly started claiming their rights 

in this new land as well. The simple and honest Santhals 

were cheated and turned into slaves by the zamindars 

and the money lenders who first appeared to them as 

business men and lured them into debt, first by goods 

lent to them on loans. However hard the Santhals tried 

to repay these loans, they never ended. Through 

corrupt measures of the money lenders, the debts 

multiplied to an amount for which a generation of the 

Santhal family had to work as slaves. Furthermore, the 

Santhal women who worked under labour contractors 

were disgraced and abused. 

 

18.  Which of the following leaders was/were 

part of the 1857 Sepoy Mutiny? 

1. Gonoo 

2. Shah Mal 

3. Birjis Qadr 

4. Kunwar Singh 

5. Nana Sahib 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

below 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 4 and 5 

(c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 

(d) All 

  

Solution: d) 

To fight the British, leadership and organisation were 

required. For these the rebels sometimes turned to 

those who had been leaders before the British 

conquest. One of the first acts of the sepoys of Meerut, 

as we saw, was to rush to Delhi and appeal to the old 

Mughal emperor to accept the leadership of the revolt. 

This acceptance of leadership took its time in coming. 

Bahadur Shah‘s first reaction was one of horror and 

rejection. It was only when some sepoys had moved into 

the Mughal court within the Red Fort, in defiance of 

normal court etiquette, that the old emperor, realising 

he had very few options, agreed to be the nominal 

leader of the rebellion. Elsewhere, similar scenes were 

enacted though on a minor scale. In Kanpur, the sepoys 

and the people of the town gave Nana Sahib, the 

successor to Peshwa Baji Rao II, no choice save to join 

the revolt as their leader. In Jhansi, the rani was forced 

by the popular pressure around her to assume the 

leadership of the uprising. 

So was Kunwar Singh, a local zamindar in Arrah in Bihar. 

In Awadh, where the displacement of the popular 

Nawab Wajid Ali Shah and the annexation of the state 

were still very fresh in the memory of the people, the 

populace in Lucknow celebrated the fall of British rule 

by hailing Birjis Qadr, the young son of the Nawab, as 

their leader. Not everywhere were the leaders people of 

the court – ranis, rajas, nawabs and taluqdars. Often the 

message of rebellion was carried by ordinary men and 

women and in places by religious men too. From 

Meerut, there were reports that a fakir had appeared 

riding on an elephant and that the sepoys were visiting 

him frequently. In Lucknow, after the annexation of 

Awadh, there were many religious leaders and self-

styled prophets who preached the destruction of British 

rule. 
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Elsewhere, local leaders emerged, urging peasants, 

zamindars and tribals to revolt. Shah Mal mobilised the 

villagers of pargana Barout in Uttar Pradesh; Gonoo, a 

tribal cultivator of Singhbhum in Chotanagpur, became 

a rebel leader of the Kol tribals of the region. 

 

19.  With reference to events that took place 

after Gandhiji returned from South Africa, 

consider the following statements 

1. On Tilak‘s advice, Gandhiji spent a 

year travelling around British India, 
getting to know the land and its 

peoples 

2. His first major public appearance 

was at the opening of the Banaras 

Hindu University (BHU) in February 

1916 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b 

On Gokhale‘s advice, Gandhiji spent a year travelling 

around British India, getting to know the land and its 

peoples. His first major public appearance was at the 

opening of the Banaras Hindu University (BHU) in 

February 1916. Among the invitees to this event were 

the princes and philanthropists whose donations had 

contributed to the founding of the BHU. 

Also present were important leaders of the Congress, 

such as Annie Besant. Compared to these dignitaries, 

Gandhiji was relatively unknown. He had been invited 

on account of his work in South Africa, rather than his 

status within India. When his turn came to speak, 

Gandhiji charged the Indian elite with a lack of concern 

for the labouring poor. The opening of the BHU, he said, 

was ―certainly a most gorgeous show‖. But he worried 

about the contrast between the ―richly bedecked 

noblemen‖ present and ―millions of the poor‖ Indians 

who were absent. Gandhiji told the privileged invitees 

that ―there is no salvation for India unless you strip 

yourself of this jewellery and hold it in trust for your 

countrymen in India‖. ―There can be no spirit of 

selfgovernment about us,‖ he went on, ―if we take 

away or allow others to take away from the peasants 

almost the whole of the results of their labour. Our 

salvation can only come through the farmer. Neither the 

lawyers, nor the doctors, nor the rich landlords are 

going to secure it. The opening of the BHU was an 

occasion for celebration, marking as it did the opening 

of a nationalist university, sustained by Indian money 

and Indian initiative. But rather than adopt a tone of 

self-congratulation, Gandhiji chose instead to remind 

those present of the peasants and workers who 

constituted a majority of the Indian population, yet 

were unrepresented in the audience. 

 

20.  India has a rich tradition of Mural 

paintings. Which of the following scenes 

have been depicted in the mural 

traditions? 

1. Shiva chasing the boar—a scene from 
Kiratarjuniya, Lepaksh temple 

2. Shiva killing Tripuraasura, 

Thanjavoor 

3. Chola king Rajaraja and court poet 

Karuvar Dever, Thanjavoor 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: d 

 

21.  At places like Tekkalkota, in Karnataka and 

Andhra Pradesh, rock paintings from 

Neolithic age are often found. Which of the 

following can be an appropriate reason for 

it 

(a) The population density of the 
Neolithic man was one of the highest 

in the region 

(b) Granite rocks found in Karnataka 

and AP are suitable for rock paintings 

(c) Due to the rock structure of the 
region, there was a lack of deep 

caves, so rock paintings became 

abundant 

(d) Paintings existed in other regions too, 

but these regions were one of the 

most excavated regions which made 
it easier to find rock paintings 
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Solution: b) 

Remnants of rock paintings have been found on the 

walls of the caves situated in several districts of Madhya 

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and 

Bihar. Some paintings have been reported from the 

Kumaon hills in Uttarakhand also. The rock shelters on 

banks of the River Suyal at Lakhudiyar, about twenty 

kilometres on the Almora– Barechina road, bear these 

prehistoric paintings. 

Lakhudiyar literally means one lakh caves. The paintings 

here can be divided into three categories: man, animal 

and geometric patterns in white, black and red ochre. 

Humans are represented in stick-like forms. A long-

snouted animal, a fox and a multiple legged lizard are 

the main animal motifs. Wavy lines, rectangle-filled 

geometric designs, and groups of dots can also be seen 

here. One of the interesting scenes depicted here is of 

hand-linked dancing human figures. 

THE ABOVE MAKES IT CLEAR that option D is not 

appropriate. For the other options here is the argument 

and evidence. 

There is some superimposition of paintings. The earliest 

are in black; over these are red ochre paintings and the 

last group comprises white paintings. From Kashmir two 

slabs with engravings have been reported. The granite 

rocks of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh provided 

suitable canvases to the Neolithic man for his paintings. 

There are several such sites but more famous among 

them are Kupgallu, Piklihal and Tekkalkota. Three types 

of paintings have been reported from here—paintings 

in white, paintings in red ochre over a white background 

and paintings in red ochre. 

 

22.  Consider the following statements about 

the seals found at the Harappan sites. 

1. Gold and ivory was also used for 

making these seals. 

2. Even Unicorn and Rhinoceros were 

depicted on these seals. 

3. The purpose of producing seals was 

solely artistic. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: a) 

Archaeologists have discovered thousands of seals, 

usually made of steatite, and occasionally of agate, 

chert, copper, faience and terracotta, with beautiful 

figures of animals, such as unicorn bull, rhinoceros, 

tiger, elephant, bison, goat, buffalo, etc. The realistic 

rendering of these animals in various moods is 

remarkable. The purpose of producing seals was mainly 

commercial. It appears that the seals were also used as 

amulets, carried on the persons of their owners, 

perhaps as modern-day identity cards. The standard 

Harappan seal was a square plaque 2×2 square inches, 

usually made from the soft river stone, steatite. 

Every seal is engraved in a pictographic script which is 

yet to be deciphered. Some seals have also been found 

in gold and ivory. They all bear a great variety of motifs, 

most often of animals including those of the bull, 

Unicorn, Tiger etc 

 

23.  Consider the following about the Odisha 

style of temples. 

1. It is a sub-style of the Dravida order. 

2. Khakra is one of the main 

architectural orders associated with+ 

it. 

3. The exterior of the temples are 

lavishly carved, their interiors are 

generally quite bare. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All 

  

Solution: b 

The main architectural features of Odisha temples are 

classified in three orders, i.e., rekhapida, pidhadeul and 

khakra. 

Most of the main temple sites are located in ancient 

Kalinga—modern Puri District, including Bhubaneswar 

or ancient Tribhuvanesvara, Puri and Konark. The 

temples of Odisha constitute a distinct substyle within 

the nagara order. In general, here the shikhara, called 

deul in Odisha, is vertical almost until the top when it 
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suddenly curves sharply inwards. Deuls are preceded, as 

usual, by mandapas called jagamohana in Odisha. 

Theground plan of the main temple is almost always 

square, which, in the upper reaches of its superstructure 

becomes circular in the crowning mastaka. 

This makes the spire nearly cylindrical in appearance in 

its length. Compartments and niches are generally 

square, the exterior of the temples are lavishly carved, 

their interiors generally quite bare. Odisha temples 

usually have boundary walls. 

 

24.  Consider the following statements about 

the Lion capital, Sarnath. 

1. It was built in commemoration of the 
historical event of the first sermon by 

the Buddha at Sarnath. 

2. It was discovered in the Medieval 

period. 

3. The wheel inscribed in the Lion 
capital is the Dharmachakra. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) All 

  

Solution: c) 

The Lion Capital discovered more than a hundred years 

ago at Sarnath, near Varanasi, is generally referred to as 

Sarnath Lion Capital. This is one of the finest examples 

of sculpture from the Mauryan period. Built in 

commemoration of the historical event of the first 

sermon or the Dhammachakrapravartana by the 

Buddha at Sarnath, the capital was built by Ashoka. 

The motif of the chakra becomes significant as a 

representation of the Dhammachkra in the entire 

Buddhist art . 

Each animal figure, despite sticking to the surface, is 

voluminous, its posture creating movement in the 

circular abacus. Despite having limited space between 

each chakra, these animal figures display considerable 

command over the depiction of movement in a limited 

space. The circular abacus is supported by an inverted 

lotus capital. 

 

25.  During the early phase of Buddhism, 

Buddha is depicted symbolically through 

footprints, stupas, lotus throne, chakra, 
etc. This was because 

(a) Buddha had discouraged his 

representation in any human form. 

(b) Buddhism was influenced from 

particular practices from Hinduism. 

(c) These showed his Mahaparinirvana. 

(d) Construction of such symbols were 

patronized by the Mauryan rulers 

  

Solution: a) 

During the early phase of Buddhism, Buddha is depicted 

symbolically through footprints, stupas, lotus throne, 

chakra, etc. This indicates either simple worship, or 

paying respect, or at times depicts historicization of life 

events. This was because Buddha said Digha Nikaya i.e. 

he discouraged his representation in human forms after 

his death. 

Gradually narrative became a part of the Buddhist 

tradition. Thus events from the life of the Buddha, the 

Jataka stories, were depicted on the railings and torans 

of the stupas. Mainly synoptic narrative, continuous 

narrative and episodic narrative are used in the pictorial 

tradition. 

While events from the life of the Buddha became an 

important theme in all the Buddhist monuments, the 

Jataka stories also became equally important for 

sculptural decorations. The main events associated with 

the Buddha‘s life which were frequently depicted were 

events related to the birth, renunciation, 

enlightenment, hammachakrapravartana, and 

mahaparinibbana (death). Among the Jataka stories 

that are frequently depicted are Chhadanta Jataka, 

Vidurpundita Jataka, Ruru Jataka, Sibi Jataka, 

Vessantara Jataka and Shama Jataka. Stupa worship, 

Bharhut. 

 

26.  Boddhisattva images were added as a part 
of the personified representations of 

certain virtues or qualities as propagated 

by the Buddhist religious principles for the 

welfare of the masses with the rise of 

(a) Mahayana Buddism 

(b) Vajrayana Buddhism 

(c) Gandhara School of art 

(d) Mathura school of art 
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Solution: b) 

Along with the images of the Buddha, other Buddhist 

images of Boddhisattvas like Avalokiteshvara, 

Padmapani, Vajrapani, Amitabha, and Maitreya Buddha 

started getting sculpted. 

However, with the rise of Vajrayana Buddhism many 

Boddhisattva images were added as a part of the 

personified representations of certain virtues or 

qualities as propagated by the Buddhist religious 

principles for the welfare of the masses. 

 

27.  Consider the following statements about 

Elephanta caves located near Mumbai. 

1. The entrance to Elephanta caves is 

guarded by huge pillars. 

2. It is a rock-cut cave. 

3. Originally a Buddhist site, it came to 
be dominated by the Shaivite faith. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: d) 

The Elephanta Caves located near Mumbai, were 

originally a Buddhist site which was later dominated by 

the Shaivite faith. It is contemporary with Ellora, and its 

sculptures show slenderness in the body, with stark light 

and dark effects. The other noteworthy cave site is Bagh 

located near Indore in Madhya Pradesh. 

The tradition of rock-cut caves continued in the Deccan 

and they are found not only in Maharashtra but also in 

Karnataka, mainly at Badami and Aiholi, executed under 

the patronage of the Chalukyas; in Andhra Pradesh in 

the area of Vijayawada; and in Tamil Nadu, mainly at 

Mahabalipuram, under the patronage of the Pallavas. 

 

28.  In the early decades after the Permanent 

Settlement, zamindars regularly failed to 
pay the revenue demand and unpaid 

balances accumulated. Consider the 

following reasons: 

1. The revenue demand was very high 

from the British 

2. The revenue was invariable, 
regardless of the harvest, and had to 

be paid punctually 

3. Zamindars lost their power to 

organise local justice and the local 

police 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: d) 

Company officials felt that a fixed revenue demand 

would give zamindars a sense of security and, assured 

of returns on their investment, encourage them to 

improve their estates. In the early decades after the 

Permanent Settlement, however, zamindars regularly 

failed to pay the revenue demand and unpaid balances 

accumulated. The reasons for this failure were various. 

First: the initial demands were very high. This was 

because it was felt that if the demand was fixed for all 

time to come, the Company would never be able to 

claim a share of increased income from land when 

prices rose and cultivation expanded. To minimise this 

anticipated loss, the Company pegged the revenue 

demand high, arguing that the burden on zamindars 

would gradually decline as agricultural production 

expanded and prices rose. 

Second: this high demand was imposed in the 1790s, a 

time when the prices of agricultural produce were 

depressed, making it difficult for the ryots to pay their 

dues to the zamindar. 

If the zamindar could not collect the rent, how could he 

pay the Company? 

Third: the revenue was invariable, regardless of the 

harvest, and had to be paid punctually. 

In fact, according to the Sunset Law, if payment did not 

come in by sunset of the specified date, the zamindari 

was liable to be auctioned. 

Fourth: the Permanent Settlement initially limited the 

power of the zamindar to collect rent from the ryot and 

manage his zamindari. The Company had recognised the 
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zamindars as important, but it wanted to control and 

regulate them, subdue their authority and restrict their 

autonomy. The zamindars‘ troops were disbanded, 

customs duties abolished, and their ―cutcheries‖ 

(courts) brought under the supervision of a Collector 

appointed by the Company. 

Zamindars lost their power to organise local justice and 

the local police. Over time the collectorate emerged as 

an alternative centre of authority, severely restricting 

what the zamindar could do. In one case, when a raja 

failed to pay the revenue, a Company official was 

speedily dispatched to his zamindari with explicit 

instructions ―to take charge of the District and to use 

the most effectual means to destroy all the influence 

and the authority of the raja and his officers‖. 

 

29.  With reference to Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, 

consider the following statements 

1. Proclamations were put up only in 

Hindi (to reach common man) in the 

cities calling upon the population, 

both Hindus and Muslims, to unite, 

rise and exterminate the firangis 

2. Moneylenders and the rich were the 
targets of common man who joined 

the rebellion 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b 

The sepoys began their action with a signal: in many 

places it was the firing of the evening gun or the 

sounding of the bugle. They first seized the bell of arms 

and plundered the treasury. They then attacked 

government buildings – the jail, treasury, telegraph 

office, record room, bungalows – burning all records. 

Everything and everybody connected with the white 

man became a target. Proclamations in Hindi, Urdu and 

Persian were put up in the cities calling upon the 

population, both Hindus and Muslims, to unite, rise and 

exterminate the firangis. 

When ordinary people began joining the revolt, the 

targets of attack widened. In major towns like Lucknow, 

Kanpur and Bareilly, moneylenders and the rich also 

became the objects of rebel wrath. Peasants not only 

saw them as oppressors but also as allies of the British. 

In most places their houses were looted and destroyed. 

The mutiny in the sepoy ranks quickly became a 

rebellion. 

 

30.  With reference to Swami Vivekananda, 

consider the following statements 

1. He founded the Ramakrishna Math 

and the Ramakrishna Mission 

2. Every year in India, his birthday is 
celebrated there as National Youth 

Day 

3. He contributed to the concept of 

nationalism in colonial India 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: d) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swami_Vivekananda  

 

31.  Consider the following statements 

1. Jinnah called for a ―Direct Action 

Day to press the League‘s demand for 

Pakistan after Cabinet Mission 
initiated dialogue between the 

Congress and the League failed 

2. In 1945, a Conservative government 

came to power in Britain and 

committed itself to granting 

independence to India 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: a 

In June 1944, with the end of the war in sight, Gandhiji 

was released from prison. Later that year he held a 
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series of meetings with Jinnah, seeking to bridge the gap 

between the Congress and the League. In 1945, a Labour 

government came to power in Britain and committed 

itself to granting independence to India. Meanwhile, 

back in India, the Viceroy, Lord Wavell, brought the 

Congress and the League together for a series of talks. 

Early in 1946 fresh elections were held to the provincial 

legislatures. 

The Congress swept the ―General‖ category, but in the 

seats specifically reserved for Muslims the League won 

an overwhelming majority. The political polarisation 

was complete. A Cabinet Mission sent in the summer of 

1946 failed to get the Congress and the League to agree 

on a federal system that would keep India together 

while allowing the provinces a degree of autonomy. 

After the talks broke down, Jinnah called for a ―Direct 

Action Day‖ to press the League‘s demand for Pakistan. 

On the designated day, 16 August 1946, bloody riots 

broke out in Calcutta. The violence spread to rural 

Bengal, then to Bihar, and then across the country to the 

United Provinces and the Punjab. In some places, 

Muslims were the main sufferers, in other places, 

Hindus. 

 

32.  Which of the following were the salient 

features of the pillars constructed during 

the Mauryan era? 

1. They were rock-cut pillars. 

2. They carried social and religious 

messages. 

3. The top portion of the pillar was 

carved with capital figures like Bull 

and elephant. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) All 

  

Solution: d) 

The tradition of constructing pillars is very old and it may 

be observed that erection of pillars was prevalent in the 

Achamenian empire as well. But the Mauryan pillars are 

different from the Achamenian pillars. The Mauryan 

pillars are rock-cut pillars thus displaying the carver‘s 

skills, whereas the Achamenian pillars are constructed 

in pieces by a mason. 

Stone pillars were erected all over the Mauryan Empire 

with inscriptions engraved on them. 

The top portion of the pillar was carved with capital 

figures like the bull, the lion, the elephant, etc. The 

Mauryan pillar capital found at Sarnath popularly known 

as the Lion Capital is the finest example of Mauryan 

sculptural tradition. It is also our national emblem. 

 

33.  According to the narrative, there is a 
dialogue between the Buddha and Mara, 

Buddha is shown his right hand inclining 

towards showing 

(a) Mara that his place belongs to the 

earth and he must dissolve in it 

(b) Earth as a witness to his generosity 

(c) that the Earth will be his final place 

of dissolution. 

(d) that he has conquered Mara 

  

Solution: b 

The above event is part of the enlightenment where 

Buddha is surrounded by Mara‘s army. 

It is a personification of the commotion of mind which 

the Buddha went through at the time of enlightenment. 

Mara represents desire. 

According to the narrative, there is a dialogue between 

the Buddha and Mara, and the Buddha is shown with his 

right hand indicating towards earth as a witness to his 

generosity. 

 

34.  Badami is a famous mural painting site in 

the state of Karnataka. Consider the 

following statements about it. 

1. The excavation of the Badami caves 

was patronized by Chalukyas. 

2. The cave is popularly known as 

Vishnu cave. 

3. Indra and his retinue are also 
painted in the cave. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

below 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 
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Solution: d 

Badami was the capital of the western Chalukyan 

dynasty which ruled the region from 543 to 598 CE. With 

the decline of the Vakataka rule, the Chalukyas 

established their power in the Deccan. The Chalukya 

king, Mangalesha, patronised the excavation of the 

Badami caves. He was the younger son of the Chalukya 

king, Pulakesi I, and the brother of Kirtivarman I. The 

inscription in Cave No.4 mentions the date 578–579 CE, 

describes the beauty of the cave and includes the 

dedication of the image of Vishnu. Thus it may be 

presumed that the cave was excavated in the same era 

and the patron records his Vaishnava affiliation. 

Therefore, the cave is popularly known as the Vishnu 

Cave. Only a fragment of the painting has survived on 

the vaulted roof of the front mandapa. 

Paintings in this cave depict palace scenes. One shows 

Kirtivarman, the son of Pulakesi I and the elder brother 

of Mangalesha, seated inside the palace with his wife 

and feudatories watching a dance scene. Towards the 

corner of the panel are figures of Indra and his retinue.  

 

35.  Kerala painters (during the period from the 

sixteenth to the eighteenth century) 

evolved a pictorial language and technique 

of their own. Consider the following about 
Kerala murals. 

1. They adopted certain stylistic 

elements from Nayaka and 

Vijayanagara schools. 

2. Paintings were also shown in three 

dimensionality. 

3. Most of the narrations in them are 

based on those episodes from Hindu 

mythology which were popular in 

Kerala. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 
below: 

(a) 1 and 2 Only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

  

Solution: d) 

The painters in Kerala evolved a language taking cues 

from contemporary traditions like Kathakali and kalam 

ezhuthu using vibrant and luminous colours, 

representing human figures in three-dimensionality. 

Most of the paintings are seen on the walls of shrines 

and cloister walls of temples and some inside palaces. 

Thematically too, paintings from Kerala stand apart. 

Most of the narrations are based on those episodes 

from Hindu mythology which were popular in Kerala. 

The artist seems to have derived sources from oral 

traditions and local versions of the Ramayana and the 

Mahabharata for painted narration. More than sixty 

sites have been found with mural paintings which 

include three palaces— Dutch palace in Kochi, 

Krishnapuram palace in Kayamkulam and 

Padmanabhapuram palace. Among the sites where one 

can see the mature phase of Kerala‘s mural painting 

tradition are Pundareekapuram Krishna temple, 

Panayanarkavu, Thirukodithanam, Triprayar Sri Rama 

temple and Trissur Vadakkunathan temple  

 

36.  The Sanchi stupa is among the best 

preserved ancient stupas. Consider the 

following about the Sanchi stupa: 

1. It was Emperor Ashoka who 

commissioned the design of Sanchi 

Stupa in the third century BC. 

2. The stupa has wonderful carvings 

which interpret the life of Buddha 
and his various incarnations from 

the Jataka tales. 

3. Sanchi stupa is a UNESCO world 

heritage site. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: d 

 

37.  Consider the following statements about 

the Coins issued in the ancient India: 

1. The earliest coins recovered from 
excavations in India had symbols 

punch-marked on them and were 

made of silver and copper. 

2. The first gold coins were issued in 

India by the Guptas. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
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(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

  

Solution (a) 

The first gold coins were issued in India by the 

Kushanas. Punch-marked coins made of silver and 

copper (c. sixth century BCE onwards) were amongst the 

earliest to be minted and used. These have been 

recovered from excavations at a number of sites 

throughout the subcontinent. A punch-marked coin, so 

named because symbols were punched or stamped 

onto the metal surface 

 

38.  The Manusmrti is one of the best known 

legal texts of early India, written in 

Sanskrit and compiled between second 

century BCE and second century CE. 

Consider the following about Manusmrti: 

1. It gives equal rights to women on the 
paternal property and resources 

2. It strongly opposes the Varna system 

Which of the above is/are incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution (c) 

According to the Manusmriti, the paternal estate was to 

be divided equally amongst sons after the death of the 

parents, with a special share for the eldest. Women 

could not claim a share of these resources. The 

Manusmriti laid down the “duties” of the chandalas. 

They had to live outside the village, use discarded 

utensils, and wear clothes of the dead and ornaments of 

iron. They could not walk about in villages and cities at 

night. They had to dispose of the bodies of those who 

had no relatives and serve as executioners 

 

39.  It is argued by some scholars that the 
separate electorates for Muslims, created 

by the colonial government crucially 

shaped the nature of communal politics in 

India. In relation to the Separate 

electorates, consider the following: 

1. With the Poona pact of 1916, the 

Congress and the Muslim League 

reached an agreement whereby the 
Congress accepted separate 

electorates. 

2. The Indian Councils Act of 1909 

provided separate electorates for the 

Muslims. 

Which of the above statement/s is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution.(b) 

The Lucknow Pact of December 1916 was an 

understanding between the Congress and the Muslim 

League (controlled by the UP-based “Young Party”) 

whereby the Congress accepted separate electorates. 

The Poona Pact was signed in 1932 between Dr. 

Babasaheb Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhi by which 

seats were reserved for the Depressed Classes out of 

general electorate 

 

40.  “Quit India” campaign/movement was 

launched in 1942. Consider the following 

statements on the movement 

1. The failure of the Cripps Mission was 

the immediate trigger for Mahatma 

Gandhi to launch Quit India 
movement against British rule. 

2. Mahatma Gandhi led the movement 

through its course by travelling 

extensively through the length and 

breadth of the country. 

Which of the above statement/s is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution.(a) 

After the failure of the Cripps Mission, Mahatma Gandhi 

decided to launch his third major movement against 
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British rule. This was the “Quit India” campaign, which 

began in August 1942. 

Although Gandhiji was jailed at once (many other 

Congress leaders were also remained in the jail for most 

part of the movement) , younger activists organised 

strikes and acts of sabotage all over the country. 

Particularly active in the underground resistance were 

socialist members of the Congress, such as Jayaprakash 

Narayan. 

 

41.  Consider the following statements about 

Mehrgarh 

1. This site is located in a fertile plain, 

near the Bolan Pass, which is one of 
the most important routes into Iran. 

2. It is one of the earliest villages that 

we know about. 

Which of the above statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

This site is located in a fertile plain, near the Bolan Pass, 

which is one of the most important routes into Iran. 

Mehrgarh was probably one of the places where women 

and men learnt to grow barley and wheat, and rear 

sheep and goats for the first time in this area. It is one 

of the earliest villages that we know about 

 

42.  Consider the following instances: 

1. A tenant who is being forced to move 

out files a case in court against the 

landlord. 

2. A group of girls are persistently 

harassed by a group of boys while 

walking to school. 

3. A woman is harassed to bring more 

dowry 

4. A woman files for a divorce, due to 
harassment by her in-laws 

Which of the above is/are classified under 

Civil Law? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 2 and 4 only 

  

Solution (c) 

A Civil law deals with any harm/injury to rights of 

individuals. For example, disputes relating to sale of 

land, purchase of goods, rent matters, divorce cases. A 

petition has to filed before the relevant court by the 

affected party only and the court gives the specific relief 

asked for. Whereas a Criminal Law deals with conduct 

or acts that law defines as offences. For example, theft, 

harassing a woman to bring more dowry, murder. 

 

43.  Social Marginalisation is considered to be a 

bane to Indian Society. 

Which of following are regarded as the 

basis for marginalisation? 

1. Language 

2. Customs 

3. Religion 

4. Social Status 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 

(d) 1, 2 , 3 and 4 

  

Solution (d) 

Marginalisation can be because group of people or 

communities who speak a different language, follow 

different customs, low social status or belong to a 

different religious group from the majority community. 

Also Economic, social, cultural and political factors work 

together to make certain groups in society feel 

marginalised 

 

44.  Consider the following statements 

1. Adivasis are not a homogeneous 

population 

2. Adivasi societies are also most 
distinctive because there is often very 

little hierarchy among them. 
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Which of the statements above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

 

45.  Consider the following statements about 

East India Company 

1. The first English factory was set up 
on the banks of the river Hugli in 

1651. 

2. This was the base from which the 

Company’s traders, known at that 

time as “factors” 

Which of the above statement is/ are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

  

Solution: c) 

The first English factory was set up on the banks of the 

river Hugli in 1651. This was the base from which the 

Company’s traders, known at that time as “factors”, 

operated. The factory had a warehouse where goods for 

export were stored, and it had offices where Company 

officials sat. As trade expanded, the Company 

persuaded merchants and traders to come and settle 

near the factory. 

 

46.  Consider the following statements about 

Aurangzeb’s farman, 

1. He had granted only the Company 

the right to trade duty free 

2. For private trade, the officials refused 

to pay the duty, causing an 
enormous loss of revenue for Bengal 

Which of the above statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

  

Solution: c 

The Company tried continuously to press for more 

concessions and manipulate existing privileges. 

Aurangzeb’s farman, for instance, had granted only the 

Company the right to trade duty free. But officials of the 

Company, who were carrying on private trade on the 

side, were expected to pay duty. This they refused to 

pay, causing an enormous loss of revenue for Bengal. 

 

47.  Consider the following statements about 

The Battle of Plassey, 

1. Robert Clive led the Company’s army 

against Sirajuddaulah at Plassey. 

2. Clive had managed to secure Mir 

jafar’s support by promising to make 

him nawab after crushing 

Sirajuddaulah. 

Which of the above statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

  

Solution: c 

On hearing the news of the fall of Calcutta, Company 

officials in Madras sent forces under the command of 

Robert Clive, reinforced by naval fleets. Prolonged 

negotiations with the Nawab followed. Finally, in 1757, 

Robert Clive led the Company’s army against 

Sirajuddaulah at Plassey. One of the main reasons for 

the defeat of the Nawab was that the forces led by Mir 

Jafar, one of Sirajuddaulah’s commanders, never fought 

the battle. Clive had managed to secure his support by 

promising to make him nawab after crushing 

Sirajuddaulah. The Battle of Plassey became famous 

because it was the first major victory the Company won 

in India. 

 

48.  Consider the following instances with 

regard to exercise of a fundamental right? 

1. Men and women under MGNERGA 

program get the same salary 
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2. Parents property is inherited by their 

children 

3. Workers from Bihar go to the 
Maharashtra in search of job 

4. Christian missions set up a chain of 

missionary schools and allure other 

persons to convert to Christianity. 

Which of the statements is/are incorrect? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 4 only 

(d) 3 only 

  

Solution (c) 

Men and women under MGNERGA program get the 

same salary- Right to Equality, the government shall not 

discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of 

religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. All citizens 

have equality of opportunity in matters relating to 

employment or appointment to any position in the 

government. No citizen shall be discriminated against or 

made ineligible for appointment. 

Parents property inherited by their children is not a 

fundamental right. Workers from Bihar go to the 

Maharashtra in search of job comes under right to 

freedom. As citizens we have the freedom to travel to 

any part of the country. We are free to reside and settle 

in any party of the territory of India. Christian missions 

can set up a chain of missionary schools (this comes 

under Right to Freedom of Religion) but cannot allure 

other persons to convert to Christianity. Every person 

has a right to profess, practice and propagate the 

religion he or she believes in. Every religious group or 

sect is free to manage its religious affairs. A right to 

propagate one’s religion, however, does not mean that 

a person has right to compel another person to convert 

into his religion by means of force, fraud, inducement or 

allurement. Of course, a person is free to change 

religion on his or her own will. 

 

49.  Consider the following statements about 

The Munro system 

1. Developed by Thomas Munro, this 

system was gradually extended all 

over south India. 

2. British should act as paternal father 

figures protecting the ryots under 
their charge 

Which of the above statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution : c) 

The Munro system 

In the British territories in the south there was a similar 

move away from the idea of Permanent Settlement. The 

new system that was devised came to be known as the 

ryotwar (or ryotwari ). It was tried on a small scale by 

Captain Alexander Read in some of the areas that were 

taken over by the Company after the wars with Tipu 

Sultan. Subsequently developed by Thomas Munro, this 

system was gradually extended all over south India. 

Read and Munro felt that in the south there were no 

traditional zamindars. The settlement, they argued, had 

to be made directly with the cultivators (ryots) who had 

tilled the land for generations. Their fields had to be 

carefully and separately surveyed before the revenue 

assessment was made. Munro thought that the British 

should act as paternal father figures protecting the ryots 

under their charge. 

 

50.  With regard to making of the constitution, 
consider the following statements: 

1. Our leaders were inspired by socialist 

revolution in French 

2. Our leaders were inspired by the 

parliamentary democracy in U.S. 

3. The Indian Constitution adopted 

many institutional details and 

procedures from Government of India 

Act, 1935 

4. Much of the consensus regarding the 

democratic setup had evolved during 
the freedom struggle 

Which of the statement is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 

(d) 1, 2 and 4 

  

Solution (b) 
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The familiarity with political institutions of colonial rule 

also helped develop an agreement over the institutional 

design. The British rule had given voting rights only to a 

few. On that basis the British had introduced very weak 

legislatures. 

Elections were held in 1937 to Provincial Legislatures 

and Ministries all over British India. These were not fully 

democratic governments. But the experience gained by 

Indians in the working of the legislative institutions 

proved to be very useful for the country in setting up its 

own institutions and working in them. That is why the 

Indian constitution adopted many institutional details 

and procedures from colonial laws like the Government 

of India Act, 1935. 

Many of our leaders were inspired by the ideals of 

French Revolution, the practice of parliamentary 

democracy in Britain and the Bill of Rights in the US. The 

socialist revolution in Russia had inspired many Indians 

to think of shaping a system based on social and 

economic equality 

 

51.  Consider the following statements about 

Marathas 

1. With defeat in the Third Battle of 

Panipat in 1761, the Marathas’ 

dream of ruling from Delhi was 
shattered. 

2. They were divided into many states 

under different chiefs (sardars) 

belonging to dynasties such as 

Sindhia, Holkar, Gaikwad and 

Bhonsle. 

Which of the above statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c 

From the late eighteenth century the Company also 

sought to curb and eventually destroy Maratha power. 

With their defeat in the Third Battle of Panipat in 1761, 

the Marathas’ dream of ruling from Delhi was shattered. 

They were divided into many states under different 

chiefs (sardars) belonging to dynasties such as Sindhia, 

Holkar, Gaikwad and Bhonsle. These chiefs were held 

together in a confederacy under a Peshwa (Principal 

Minister) who became its effective military and 

administrative head based in Pune. Mahadji Sindhia and 

Nana Phadnis were two famous Maratha soldiers and 

statesmen of the late eighteenth century. 

 

52.  Which of the following statements is/are 
correct? 

1. To win back the loyalty of the people, 

the British announced rewards for 

loyal landholders would be allowed to 

continue to enjoy traditional rights 

over their lands. 

2. Those who had rebelled were told 

that if they submitted to the British, 

and if they had not killed any white 

people, they would remain safe and 

their rights and claims to land would 
not be denied. 

3. Nevertheless, hundreds of sepoys, 

rebels, nawabs and rajas were tried 

and hanged. 

Answer the question using codes given 

below 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) All 

  

Solution: d) 

Just as victories against the British had earlier 

encouraged rebellion, the defeat of rebel forces 

encouraged desertions. The British also tried their best 

to win back the loyalty of the people. 

They announced rewards for loyal landholders would be 

allowed to continue to enjoy traditional rights over their 

lands. Those who had rebelled were told that if they 

submitted to the British, and if they had not killed any 

white people, they would remain safe and their rights 

and claims to land would not be denied. Nevertheless, 

hundreds of sepoys, rebels, nawabs and rajas were tried 

and hanged 

 

53.  Which of the following pair is correctly 

matched? 

(a) Dargah – An open prayer place of 

Muslims primarily meant for id 

(b) Khanqah – The tomb of a Sufi saint 
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(c) Idgah – A sufi lodge, often used as a 

rest house for travellers and a place 

where people come to discuss 
spiritual matters, get the blessings of 

saints, and hear sufi music 

(d) Cul-de-sac – Street with a dead end 

  

Solution: d) 

Dargah – The tomb of a Sufi saint 

Khanqah – A sufi lodge, often used as a rest house for 

travellers and a place where people come to discuss 

spiritual matters, get the blessings of saints, and hear 

sufi music 

Idgah – An open prayer place of Muslims primarily 

meant for id prayers 

Cul-de-sac – Street with a dead end 

 

54.  Consider the following statements 

regarding the trends of change in the 

Urbanization process in colonial India : 

1. Urbanization in India was sluggish 

all through the 19th century and it 

accelerated sharply from the first 

decade of the 20th century with the 

urban population increasing from 
about 10 per cent of the total 

population to about 15 per cent 

between 1900 and 1910. 

2. The smaller towns had little 

opportunity to grow economically 

and only a few cities developed as the 
new commercial and administrative 

centres at the expense of other 

existing urban centres. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

  

Solution b) 

After 1800, urbanization in India was sluggish. All 

through the nineteenth century up to the first two 

decades of the twentieth, the proportion of the urban 

population to the total population in India was 

extremely low and had remained stagnant. In the forty 

years between 1900 and 1940 the urban population 

increased from about 10 per cent of the total population 

to about 13 per cent. The smaller towns had little 

opportunity to grow economically. Calcutta, Bombay 

and Madras on the other hand grew rapidly and soon 

became sprawling cities. In other words, the growth of 

these three cities as the new commercial and 

administrative centres was at the expense of other 

existing urban centres. 

 

55.  The primary reasons behind 

deindustrializing India by the British were, 

1. To reduce India to the status of a 

mere exporter of important raw 

materials for the upcoming modern 

industries in Britain. 

2. To turn India into a sprawling market 
for the finished products of those 

industries so that their continued 

expansion could be ensured to the 

maximum advantage of their home 

country — Britain. 

3. To cater to the needs of few rich 
businessmen from India who 

supported the British policies 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 Only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 2 only 

  

Solution: a) 

As in the case of agriculture, so also in manufacturing, 

India could not develop a sound industrial base under 

the colonial rule. Even as the country’s world famous 

handicraft industries declined, no corresponding 

modern industrial base was allowed to come up to take 

pride of place so long enjoyed by the former. 

The primary reasons behind de-industrializing India by 

the British were: Firstly, to reduce India to the status of 

a mere exporter of important raw materials for the 

upcoming modern industries in Britain. Secondly, o turn 

India into a sprawling market for the finished products 

of those industries so that their continued expansion 

could be ensured to the maximum advantage of their 

home country — Britain. 

Third statement is unfounded and unsubstantiated. 
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56.  Consider the following statements about 

the response of government in a socialist 

society 

1. In a socialist society the government 

decides what goods are to be 

produced in accordance with the 

needs of society. 

2. The government decides how goods 

are to be produced and how they 
should be distributed. 

3. Strictly, a socialist society has no 

private property since everything is 

owned by the state. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All 

  

Solution: d) 

A socialist society answers the three questions in a 

totally different manner. In a socialist society the 

government decides what goods are to be produced in 

accordance with the needs of society. 

It is assumed that the government knows what is good 

for the people of the country and so the desires of 

individual consumers are not given much importance. 

The government decides how goods are to be produced 

and how they should be distributed. In principle, 

distribution under socialism is supposed to be based on 

what people need and not on what they can afford to 

purchase. Unlike under capitalism, for example, a 

socialist nation provides free health care to the citizens 

who need it. Strictly, a socialist society has no private 

property since everything is owned by the state. With 

the collapse of the Soviet system in the last decades of 

the twentieth century, socialist economies in the former 

Soviet Union and the socialist states in Eastern Europe 

ceased to exist. 

 

57.  Consider the following statements about 

the followers of Buddha: 

1. Sangha was a body of disciples of the 

Buddha to which women were never 

allowed as members. 

2. chaityas were the shrines which were 

regarded as sacred by the Bhikkus 

where the prayers were made. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

  

Solution b) 

Initially, only men were allowed into the sangha, but 

later women also came to be admitted. 

According to Buddhist texts, this was made possible 

through the mediation of Ananda, one of the Buddha’s 

dearest disciples, who persuaded him to allow women 

into the sangha. The Buddha’s foster mother, 

Mahapajapati Gotami was the first woman to be 

ordained as a bhikkhuni. 

 

58.  Soon after Independence, India had to play 

an extensive role in promoting the 

industrial sector. Consider the following 

reasons, 

1. At the time of independence, Indian 

industrialists did not have the capital 

to undertake investment in industrial 

ventures required for the 

development of our economy. 

2. The market was not big enough to 
encourage industrialists to 

undertake major projects even if they 

had the capital to do so. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution (c) 

Market and State in Indian Industrial Development: 

The big question facing the policy makers was — what 

should be the role of the government and the private 

sector in industrial development? At the time of 

independence, Indian industrialists did not have the 

capital to undertake investment in industrial ventures 
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required for the development of our economy; nor was 

the market big enough to encourage industrialists to 

undertake major projects even if they had the capital to 

do so. It is principally for these reasons that the state 

had to play an extensive role in promoting the industrial 

sector. In addition, the decision to develop the Indian 

economy on socialist lines led to the policy of the state 

controlling the commanding heights of the economy, as 

the Second Five Year plan put it. This meant that the 

state would have complete control of those industries 

that were vital for the economy. The policies of the 

private sector would have to be complimentary to those 

of the public sector, with the public sector leading the 

way. 

 

59.  Consider the following saints: 

1. Kabir 

2. Guru Nanak 

3. Mirabai 

Who among the above used ideas and 
terms drawn from Islam, Vedantic 

traditions as well as yogic traditions in 

their poems? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: a 

 

60.  Hill stations were a distinctive feature of 

colonial urban development. Consider the 

below statements related to the Hill 

stations: 

1. The founding and settling of hill 
stations was initially connected with 

the needs of the Governors-General 

and viceroys. 

2. Hill stations remained exclusive 

racial enclaves for Europeans in 
India till India got independence. 

3. Darjeeling became the official 

residence of the commander-in-chief 

of the Indian army. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None 

  

Solution d) 

The founding and settling of hill stations was initially 

connected with the needs of the British army. Hill 

stations became strategic places for billeting troops, 

guarding frontiers and launching campaigns against 

enemy rulers. Simla became the official residence of the 

commander-in-chief of the Indian army. Hill stations 

were important for the colonial economy. With the 

setting up of tea and coffee plantations in the adjoining 

areas, an influx of immigrant labour from the plains 

began. This meant that hill stations no longer remained 

exclusive racial enclaves for Europeans in India. 

 

61.  Consider the following statements about life 

expectancy. 

1. It is the number of years that an 
average person can expect to live. 

2. Women tend to have a higher 

mortality rate at every age 

3. Life expectancies are also used when 

determining the value of a life 
settlement, a life insurance policy 

sold for a cash asset. 

4. Life expectancy is one of the factors 

in measuring the Human 

Development Index (HDI) of each 

nation. 

5. Lindy effect and Glasgow effect are 

theories related to life expectancy 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 2 , 3 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

  

Solution: d) 

Women tend to have a lower mortality rate at every 

age. In the womb, male fetuses have a higher mortality 

rate (babies are conceived in a ratio estimated to be 

from 107 to 170 males to 100 females, but the ratio at 

birth in the United States is only 105 males to 100 

females). Among the smallest premature babies (those 

under 2 pounds or 900 g) females again have a higher 
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survival rate. At the other extreme, about 90% of 

individuals aged 110 are female. 

 Life expectancy is one of the factors in measuring 

the Human Development Index (HDI) of each 

nation, along with adult literacy, education, and 

standard of living. 

 Life expectancy is also used in describing the 

physical quality of life of an area. 

 Disparities in life expectancy are often cited as 

demonstrating the need for better medical care or 

increased social support. 

 Life expectancies are also used when determining 

the value of a life settlement, a life insurance policy 

sold for a cash asset. 

 The Glasgow effect refers to the unexplained poor 

health and low life expectancy of Glaswegians 

compared to the rest of the United Kingdom and 

Europe. 

 The Lindy Effect is a theory of the life expectancy of 

non-perishable things that posits for a certain class 

of non-perishables, like a technology or an idea, 

every additional day may imply a longer life 

expectancy 

 

62.  Consider the following industries 

1. Cotton textile 

2. Food processing 

3. Vegetable products 

4. Leather industries 

Which of the above is/are agro based 

industries? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

Solution: d) 

Agro based industries use plant and animal based 

products as their raw materials. Food processing, 

vegetable oil, cotton textile, dairy products and leather 

industries are examples of agro-based industries  

 

 

63.  Consider the following: 

1. Governor has the power to 

recommend the dismissal of the State 
government and suspension or 

dissolution of State assembly. 

2. The Lok Sabha consists of only 

elected representatives. 

3. The Vice President belongs to the 

Upper House of the Parliament. 

4. The 73rd and 74th amendments have 

created uniformity in the structures 

of Panchayati Raj and Nagarpalika 

institutions across the country. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

Solution (a) 

The Governor has the power to recommend the 

dismissal of the State government and suspension or 

dissolution of State assembly. The Lok Sabha consists of 

elected representatives and also the President can 

nominate two members to the Lok Sabha from the 

Anglo-Indian Community. The Vice President should not 

be member of either House of the Parliament or State 

Legislature. 73rd and 74th amendments have created 

uniformity in the structures of Panchayati Raj and 

Nagarpalika institutions across the country. 

 

64.  Consider the following statements: 

1. The Rajya Sabha cannot initiate 

legislation, but a bill in order to 

become a law is required to be passed 
through the Rajya Sabha. 

2. The members of the Rajya Sabha are 

nominated by the elected members of 

the Legislative Assemblies of various 

states. 

Select the correct code: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution (d) 

The Rajya Sabha can also initiate legislation. The 

members of the Rajya Sabha are elected (not 

nominated) by the elected members of the Legislative 

Assemblies of various states. 

 

65.  The Constitution of India provides for a 

single integrated Judicial system. What 

does this imply? 

1. Decisions made by higher court may 

be binding on the lower courts 

2. Appellate system exists in India 

3. It means all administration of Courts 

in the country is based on the same 

principle of Justice. 

Which of the statements given below is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

  

Solution (c) 

Integrated Judiciary means, the decisions made by 

higher courts ‘are’ binding on lower courts. By appellate 

system it means a person can appeal to a higher court if 

they believe that the judgement passed by the lower 

court is not just. 

 

66.  With reference to digestion in grass-eating 

animals, consider the following 

statements: 

1. They quickly swallow the grass and 

store it in a separate part of the 

stomach called rumen 

2. Partially digested food in the rumen 

is called cud. 

3. In ruminants, the cellulose of the 
food is digested by the action of 

certain bacteria which are not 

present in humans 

Which of the statements above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) All 

  

Solution: d) 

These animals quickly swallow the grass and store it in a 

separate part of the stomach called rumen. Here the 

food gets partially digested and is called cud. But cud 

later the cud returns to the mouth in small lumps and 

the animal chews it. This process is called rumination 

and rumination these animals are called ruminants. 

Ruminants. 

The grass is rich in cellulose, a type of carbohydrate. 

Many animals, including humans, cannot digest 

cellulose. Ruminants have a large sac-like structure 

between the small intestine and large intestine. The 

cellulose of the food is digested here by the action of 

certain bacteria which are not present in humans. 

 

67.  With reference to Parliamentary Standing 

Committees consider the following: 

1. Standing Committees not only 

supervise the work of various 

departments but also their budget. 

2. Public Accounts Committee is an 

example of Standing Committee. 

3. Members of the Standing committees 

are selected from both Houses. 

4. Standing Committees are permanent 

in nature. 

5. Standing Committees are means of 

parliamentary control over the 

executive. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1, 4 and 5 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

  

Solution (c) 

Standing Committees not only supervise the work of 

various departments but also their budget, their 

expenditure and bills that come up in the house relating 

to the department. It is a permanent and regular 

committee which is constituted from time to time 

according to the provisions of an Act of Parliament or 

Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business. The work 

done by the Indian Parliament is not only voluminous 
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but also of a complex nature, hence a good deal of its 

work is carried out in these Parliamentary Committees. 

There are two types of Parliamentary Committee, the 

Standing Committee and the Ad hoc Committee. Public 

Accounts Committee is an example of Standing 

Committee. Members of the Standing committees are 

selected from both Houses, except for Estimates 

Committee where all the members are from Lok Sabha 

Only. 

 

68.  The constitution of India provides for 

Universal Adult Suffrage. What was the 

objective behind which the Universal Adult 

Suffrage was conceptualised by the 

members of the Constituent Assembly? 

1. To encourage democratic mindset 

2. To break the clutches of traditional 

caste, class. 

3. To remove gender hierarchy 

4. To increase peoples participation 

Which of the above statement is/ are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 

(d) 1, 2 , 3 and 4 

  

Solution (d ) 

The members of the Constituent Assembly felt that the 

freedom struggle had prepared the masses for universal 

adult suffrage and this would help encourage a 

democratic mindset and break clutches of traditional 

caste, class and gender hierarchies. And since the 

people of India will have a direct role in electing their 

representatives , the people’s participation would also 

increase. 

 

69.  With reference to methods of irrigation, 
consider the following statements 

1. This system is more useful on the 

uneven land where sufficient water is 

not available. In this system water is 

sprinkled from rotating nozzles. This 
method is very useful for sandy soil. 

2. In this system, the water falls drop by 

drop just at the position of the roots. 

It is the best technique for watering 

fruit plants, gardens and trees. The 

system provides water to plants drop 

by drop. Water is not wasted at all. It 

is a boon in regions where availability 
of water is poor. 

In the above statements, which one refers 

to Drip Irrigation method? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b) 

Modern Methods of Irrigation 

Modern methods of irrigation help us to use water 

economically. The main methods used are as follows: 

(i) Sprinkler System: This system is more useful on the 

uneven land where sufficient water is not available. The 

perpendicular pipes, having rotating nozzles on top, are 

joined to the main pipeline at regular intervals. When 

water is allowed to flow through the main pipe under 

pressure with the help of a pump, it escapes from the 

rotating nozzles. It gets sprinkled on the crop as if it is 

raining. Sprinkler is very useful for sandy soil 

(ii) Drip system : In this system, the water falls drop by 

drop just at the position of the roots. So it is called drip 

system. It is the best technique for watering fruit plants, 

gardens and trees. The system provides water to plants 

drop by drop. Water is not wasted at all. It is a boon in 

regions where availability of water is poor. 

 

70.  Consider the following statements with 

respect to the role of Judiciary in India: 

1. The Judicial system provides a 

mechanism for resolving disputes not 
only between the citizen and the 

government but also between two 

states and between the centre and 

state government. 

2. Every citizen of India can approach 

the Supreme Court or the High Court 
if they believe that their 

Fundamental rights are violated. 

3. Judiciary has the power to strike 

down any law 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 2 only 
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(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All 

  

Solution (b) 

The Judicial system provides a mechanism for resolving 

disputes between the citizens, between the citizen and 

the government, between two states and between the 

centre and state government. Every citizen of India can 

approach the Supreme Court (Article-32) or the High 

Court (Article- 226) if they believe that their 

Fundamental rights are violated. 

Judiciary has the power to strike down any particular 

laws passed by the Parliament if it is in violation of the 

basic structure of the constitution. 

 

71.  Consider the following statements: 

1. The influence of bordering 

communities on each other is known 

as the edge effect in environmental 

science. 

2. The edges are different to the interior 

of the fragment in climate, soil 
environment and species 

composition. 

Which of these is/are true? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: C 

In ecology, edge effects refer to the changes in 

population or community structures that occur at the 

boundary of two habitats. Areas with small habitat 

fragments exhibit especially pronounced edge effects 

that may extend throughout the range. As the edge 

effects increase, the boundary habitat allows for greater 

biodiversity 

 

72.  The Indian Constitution mandates that the 

Indian States be secular. The objective 

behind such a mandate is: 

1. To ensure some members do not 

dominate other members of the same 
religious community 

2. To ensure one religious community 

does not dominate another 

3. To ensure that State does not enforce 
any particular religion 

4. To ensure that State does not take 

away the religious freedom of 

individuals. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

Solution: d 

 

73.  The Constitution of India provides for 

Fundamental Rights. Which of the 
following forms a part of Fundamental 

Right? 

1. Right to safe drinking water 

2. Eradication of preventable diseases 

like polio. 

3. To strive towards excellence in all 

spheres of individual and collective 

activity 

4. Access to sanitation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 1 , 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 , 2 and 4 only 

(d) None of the Above 

  

Solution (c) 

The Constitution of India recognises the right to water 

as being a part of the Right to Life under Article 21, i.e., 

right of every person rich or poor to have sufficient 

amount of water to fulfil one’s daily needs at a price that 

he/she can afford. Healthcare, education, sanitation are 

nothing but one’s ‘basic needs’ which the Constitution 

recognises. However, striving towards excellence in all 

spheres of individual and collective activity is a 

Fundamental duty of the individual 
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74.  Consider the following Statements: 

1. According to Article 21 of the 

constitution, every person has a 
Fundamental Right to be defended by 

a lawyer 

2. Article 39A of the constitution places 

a duty upon the State to provide a 

lawyer to any citizen who is unable to 

engage one due to poverty or other 
disability 

3. The Criminal Justice system 

includes police, public prosecutor, 

defence lawyer, judge only. 

Select the correct code: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

  

Solution d) 

Article 22 grants protection to persons who are arrested 

or detained. According to the article, every person has a 

Fundamental Right to be defended by a lawyer. 

 

75.  According the parliamentary form of 

Government adopted in India, which of the 
following statements are correct? 

1. The Parliament is the final authority 

for making laws 

2. The Parliament control over those 

who run the government is direct and 

full. 

3. The Parliament is the highest forum 

of discussion and debate on public 

issues and national policy. 

4. The Parliament of India enjoys 

absolute power and can seek 
information about any matter. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

Solution (c) 

Parliament is the final authority for making laws in any 

country. This task of law making or legislation is so 

crucial that these assemblies are called legislatures. 

Parliaments all over the world can make new laws, 

change existing laws, or abolish existing laws and make 

new ones in their place. 

Parliaments all over the world exercise some control 

over those who run the government. In some countries 

like India this control is direct and full. Those who run 

the government can take decisions only so long as they 

enjoy support of the Parliament. 

Parliament is the highest forum of discussion and 

debate on public issues and national policy in any 

country. Parliament can seek information about any 

matter but it does not enjoy absolute power unlike 

Britain. The Parliament of India is bound by the 

provisions of the Constitution. 

 

76.  Prime Minister is the most important 

political institution in the country. 

Consider the following statements: 

1. There is no direct election to the post 

of the Prime Minister. 

2. The Prime Minister has a fixed 

tenure. 

3. A person who is not a member of 

Parliament can also become a 
minister provided he meets the 

required conditions. 

4. When the Prime Minister quits, the 

entire ministry quits. 

5. The rise of coalition politics has 

imposed certain constraints on the 
power of the Prime Minister. 

Which of the statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 5 

(b) 2, 3 and 5 

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 

(d) 2, 3, 4 and 5 

  

Solution (c ) 

The President appoints the Prime Minister, no direct 

election to the Prime Minister. But the President cannot 

appoint anyone she likes. The President appoints the 

leader of the majority party or the coalition of parties 

that commands a majority in the Lok Sabha, as Prime 

Minister. In case no single party or alliance gets a 
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majority, the President appoints the person most likely 

to secure a majority support. 

The Prime Minister does not have a fixed tenure. He 

continues in power so long as he remains the leader of 

the majority party or coalition. Sometimes, a person 

who is not a member of Parliament can also become a 

minister. But such a person has to get elected to one of 

the Houses of the Parliament within six months of 

appointment as minister. 

When the Prime Minister quits, the entire ministry 

quits. 

In recent years the rise of coalition politics has imposed 

certain constraints on the power of the Prime Minister. 

The Prime Minister of a coalition government cannot 

take decisions as he likes. He has to accommodate 

different groups and factions in his party as well as 

among alliance partners. He also has to heed to the 

views and positions of the coalition partners and other 

parties, on whose support the survival of the 

government depends. 

 

77.  Which of the following is an example of a 

Forward or Future contract? 

1. Mr. A pledging to sell his property in 
Canada to Mr. B, at a fixed dollar to 

rupee exchange rate at a fixed price 

in dollars two years later from now. 

2. Mr. B pledging to sell his property in 

Canada at a fixed price of 1 million 

Canadian dollars three years later. 

3. Mr. B pledging to sell 5 tonnes of 

wheat to Mr. A at a fixed price later 

in the day. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: b 

 

78.  Our Constitution entitles every citizen to 

elect her/his representative and to be 

elected as a representative. Which of the 
following statements are correct with 

respect to local government? 

1. The system of reservation is extended 

to other weaker sections at the 

district and local level. 

2. Local bodies are now reserved for 

Other Backward Classes (OBC) as 

well and one-fourth of the seats are 

reserved in rural and urban local 

bodies for women candidates. 

3. 2% is reserved for disabled. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 

(c) 1 , 2 and 3 

(d) None 

  

Solution (a) 

Our Constitution entitles every citizen to elect her/his 

representative and to be elected as a representative. 

The Constitution makers, however, were worried that in 

an open electoral competition, certain weaker sections 

may not stand a good chance to get elected to the Lok 

Sabha and the state Legislative Assemblies. They may 

not have the required resources, education and 

contacts to contest and win elections against others. 

The system of reservation was extended to other 

weaker sections at the district and local level. In many 

states, seats in rural (panchayat) and urban 

(municipalities and corporations) local bodies are now 

reserved for Other Backward Classes (OBC) as well. 

However, the proportion of seats reserved varies from 

state to state. Similarly, one-third of the seats are 

reserved in rural and urban local bodies for women 

candidates. But not mandatory for disabled. 

 

79.  Consider the following with respect to the 

powers of the Rajya Sabha : 

1. Considers and approves non money 
bills and suggests amendments to 

money bills. 

2. Approves constitutional 

amendments. 

3. Exercises control over executive by 
asking questions, introducing 

motions and resolutions. 

4. It can alone initiate the procedure for 

removal of Vice President. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

Solution: d. 

Powers of Rajya Sabha: Considers and approves non 

money bills and suggests amendments to money bills. 

Approves constitutional amendments. Exercises control 

over executive by asking questions, introducing motions 

and resolutions. It can alone initiate the procedure for 

removal of Vice President. It can give the Union 

parliament power to make laws on matters included in 

the State list 

 

80.  With regard to the theory of basic structure 

of the Constitution, consider the following: 

1. Parliament has powers to amend all 
parts of the Constitution except the 

basic structure. 

2. Constitution specifies the basic 

structure of the Constitution 

3. It found its first expression in the 
Golaknath case. 

4. It has increased the powers of the 

judiciary. 

5. Federal system, fundamental duties, 

social justice form the basic 

structure of the Constitution 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 4 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 2, 3 and 5 only 

  

Solution (d) 

Judiciary has defined which aspects of the Constitution 

can be termed as the basic structure and which cannot. 

This theory found its first expression in the 

Kesavananda Bharati case and has been discussed in 

subsequent judgments. It has increased the powers of 

the judiciary and has come to be accepted by different 

political parties and the government. Though Federal 

system and social justice forms the basic structure of the 

Constitution, fundamental duties does not. 

 

81.  When the constitution was finalised 

panchayats did not find a mention in it in 

compulsory provisions. Which of the 
following can be cited as the most 

appropriate reason among the following? 

(a) Local elites and upper castes were so 

well entrenched in society that local 

self-government only meant a 

continuing exploitation of the 
downtrodden masses of Indian 

society 

(b) There was a fierce opposition in the 

Constituent assembly that 

panchayats as self-governing bodies 

will collapse immediately on 
establishment 

(c) It was difficult to monitor the 

activities of the local bureaucracy 

from the Centre 

(d) In a federal model of polity, the 
constitution makers did not want to 

add a third tire because of the 

complexities it will create 

  

Solution: a) 

When the constitution was being drafted panchayats 

did not find a mention in it. At this juncture, a number 

of members expressed their sorrow, anger and 

disappointment over this issue. At the same time, 

drawing on his own rural experience Dr. Ambedkar 

argued that local elites and upper castes were so well 

entrenched in society that local self-government only 

meant a continuing exploitation of the downtrodden 

masses of Indian society. The upper castes would no 

doubt silence this segment of the population further. 

The concept of local government was dear to Gandhiji 

too. He envisaged each village as a self-sufficient unit 

conducting its own affairs and saw gram-swarajya to be 

an ideal model to be continued after independence. 

 

82.  If there is no current account deficit (CAD) 

and fiscal deficit in an economy, then 

ideally 

(a) investment in the economy should be 
equal to domestic savings 
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(b) savings will naturally be much 

greater than investment in the 

economy 

(c) savings will be lesser than gross 

investment in the economy 

(d) investment will be equal to the total 

amount of capital goods and 

infrastructure created in the 

economy 

  

Solution: a) 

The basic equation representing the economy is: 

I + G + X – M ≡ S + T 

In other words 

(I – S) + (G – T) ≡ M – X 

In the equation, G – T measures by what amount the 

government expenditure exceeds the tax revenue 

earned by it. This is referred to as budget deficit. M – X 

is known as the trade deficit – it measures the excess of 

import expenditure over the export revenue earned by 

the economy (M is the outflow from the country, X is the 

inflow into the country). 

If there is no government, no foreign trade then 

G = T = M = X = 0. 

Hence the equation yields I ≡ S, which means 

investments equal to savings. 

 

83.  Consider the following statements about 

the appointment of judges to the 

International Court of Justice, Hague? 

1. They are appointed for a term of five 

years. 

2. They are appointed solely by the 
UNSC. 

3. Veto in the UNSC is not applicable for 

the appointment of these judges. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 

below: 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: d 

15 judges elected for 9 years by absolute majority in 

both general assembly and security council 

 

84.  Consider the following statements about 

the manner in which decisions are made in 

the UN General Assembly (UNGA). 

1. Each member state has one vote. 

2. All decisions are passed by a two 

thirds majority. 

3. Its decisions are not binding on all 

UN members. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes 
below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All 

  

Solution : c 

Major decisions require two-third majority. Otherwise a 

simple majority 

 

85.  The Indian Constitution has ensured the 

independence of the judiciary through a 
number of measures. Which of the 

following are these measures provided in 

the Constitution? 

1. The Executive is not involved in the 

process of appointment of judges. 

2. The judges have a fixed tenure. 

3. The expenses of the judiciary are 

charged on the Consolidated Fund of 

India. 

4. The Supreme court and the High 

Court can punish any person for its 
contempt 

5. A judge of Supreme court can only be 

removed by a special majority of the 

Parliament. 

Select the correct code. 

(a) 2 , 3 and 5 only 

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 INSIGHTS REVISION TEST-8 PRELIMS 2017 Solutions 

© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 31 www.insightsonindia.com 

Solution (c) 

The legislature is not involved in the process of 

appointment of judges. Thus, it was believed that party 

politics would not play a role in the process of 

appointments. But the judges of the Supreme Court and 

High Court are appointed by the President in 

consultation with the members of the Judiciary. It 

should also be noted that while in making 

appointments, the executive plays a crucial role; the 

legislature has the powers of removal. Hence the first 

statement is wrong. 

In order to be appointed as a judge, a person must have 

experience as a lawyer and/or must be well versed in 

law. Political opinions of the person or his/her political 

loyalty should not be the criteria for appointments to 

judiciary. 

The judges have a fixed tenure. They hold office till 

reaching the age of retirement. Only in exceptional 

cases, judges may be removed. But otherwise, they 

have security of tenure. Security of tenure ensures that 

judges could function without fear or favour. 

The Constitution prescribes a very difficult procedure 

(special majority is required) for removal of judges. The 

removal of judges of the Supreme Court and the High 

Courts is also extremely difficult. A judge of the Supreme 

Court or High Court can be removed only on the ground 

of proven misbehaviour or incapacity. A motion 

containing the charges against the judge must be 

approved by special majority in both Houses of the 

Parliament. 

The Constitution makers believed that a difficult 

procedure of removal would provide security of office 

to the members of judiciary. 

The judiciary is not financially dependent on either the 

executive or legislature. The Constitution provides that 

the salaries and allowances of the judges are not 

subjected to the approval of the legislature. 

The actions and decisions of the judges are immune 

from personal criticisms. The judiciary has the power to 

penalise those who are found guilty of contempt of 

court. This authority of the court is seen as an effective 

protection to the judges from unfair criticism. 

Parliament cannot discuss the conduct of the judges 

except when the proceeding to remove a judge is being 

carried out. This gives the judiciary independence to 

adjudicate without fear of being criticised. 

 

86.  Which of the following is implied by 

Advisory jurisdiction of the Supreme 

Court? 

1. The President of India can refer any 

matter that is of public importance or 

that which involves interpretation of 

Constitution to Supreme Court for 

advice. 

2. The advice of Supreme Court is 
binding on the President. 

3. This jurisdiction of the Supreme 

Court may prevent unnecessary 

litigations. 

4. The President is not bound to accept 
such an advice. 

Select the correct code. 

(a) 2 and 3 Only 

(b) 1 and 4 Only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 Only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

Solution (c) 

Under the Advisory Jurisdiction the President of India 

can refer any matter that is of public importance or that 

which involves interpretation of Constitution to 

Supreme Court for advice. However, the Supreme Court 

is not bound to give advice on such matters and the 

President is not bound to accept such an advice. Utility 

of the advisory powers of the Supreme Court- The utility 

is two-fold. In the first place, it allows the government 

to seek legal opinion on a matter of importance before 

taking action on it. This may prevent unnecessary 

litigations later. Secondly, in the light of the advice of 

the Supreme Court, the government can make suitable 

changes in its action or legislations 

 

87.  Article 368 provides for the procedure for 

amendment of the Constitution. With 

regard to amendment, consider the 

following: 

1. All amendments to the Constitution 
are initiated only in the Parliament. 

2. The Constitution Commission is 

required to amend the Constitution. 

3. After the passage of the amendment 

bill in the Parliament and in some 
cases, in State legislatures, 

referendum is required for 

ratification of the amendment. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 INSIGHTS REVISION TEST-8 PRELIMS 2017 Solutions 

© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 32 www.insightsonindia.com 

4. Sovereignty of elected representatives 

is the basis of the amendment 

procedure. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  

Solution (a) 

In this article (Article-368), there are two methods of 

amending the Constitution and they apply to two 

different sets of articles of the Constitution. One 

method is that amendment can be made by special 

majority of the two houses of the Parliament. The other 

method is more difficult: it requires special majority of 

the Parliament and consent of half of the State 

legislatures. Note that all amendments to the 

Constitution are initiated only in the Parliament. Besides 

the special majority in the Parliament no outside 

agency—like a constitution commission or a separate 

body—is required for amending the Constitution. 

Similarly, after the passage in the Parliament and in 

some cases, in State legislatures, no referendum is 

required for ratification of the amendment. 

After the passage in the Parliament and in some cases, 

in State legislatures, no referendum is required for 

ratification of the amendment. 

Only elected representatives of the people are 

empowered to consider and take final decisions on the 

question of amendments. Thus, Sovereignty of elected 

representatives (parliamentary sovereignty) is the basis 

of the amendment procedure 

 

88.  Indian Constitution has adopted a system 

of Checks and Balance for smooth 

functioning of the three organs of the 
government. Which of the following are the 

instruments of parliamentary control over 

the executive? 

1. No Confidence Motion 

2. Both Zero Hour and Half-an hour 

discussion 

3. Comptroller and Auditor General 

4. Amendment Provisions 

5. Public Accounts Committee 

6. Emergency provisions 

Select the correct code. 

(a) 1, 3, 4 and 5 

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 5 

(c) 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

  

Solution (b) 

Instruments of Parliamentary Control The legislature in 

parliamentary system ensures executive accountability 

at various stages: policy making, implementation of law 

or policy and during and post implementation stage. The 

legislature does this through the use of a variety of 

devices: 

Deliberation and discussion- Zero Hour where 

members are free to raise any matter that they think is 

important (though the ministers are not bound to 

reply), half-an – hour discussion on matters of public 

importance, adjournment motion etc. are some 

instruments of exercising control.  

Approval or Refusal of laws  

Financial control- before granting money the Lok Sabha 

can discuss the reasons for which the government 

requires money. It can enquire into cases of misuse of 

funds on the basis of the report of the Comptroller and 

Auditor General and Public Accounts committees. 

No confidence motion: The most powerful weapon that 

enables the Parliament to ensure executive 

accountability is the no-confidence motion. As long as 

the government has the support of its party or coalition 

of parties that have a majority in the Lok Sabha, the 

power of the House to dismiss the government is 

fictional rather than real. 

 

89.  Consider the following statements: 

1. The Rajya Sabha cannot initiate, 

reject or amend money bills. 

2. The President cannot send back an 

amendment bill for reconsideration 

of the Parliament. 

3. Fundamental Duties are known as 
instrument of instructions in Indian 

administration. 

4. The President does not enjoy 

constitutional discretion. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 

(b) 1 and 2 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

Solution (c) 

Only Lok Sabha can initiate, reject or amend money bills. 

If it is a money bill, the Rajya Sabha can either approve 

the bill or suggest changes but cannot reject it. If it takes 

no action within 14 days the bill is deemed to have been 

passed. Amendments to the bill, suggested by Rajya 

Sabha, may or may not be accepted by the Lok Sabha. 

The Constitutional Amendment Bills can only be ratified 

i.e., it cannot be rejected or returned. 

The President does not enjoy constitutional discretion, 

he/she enjoys only situational discretion like 

appointment of Prime Minister, dismissal of council of 

ministers. Directive Principles of State Policy are known 

as instrument of instructions in Indian administration. 

 

90.  In which of the following cases are the 

powers of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 

co-equal? 

1. Election and impeachment of the 
President 

2. Approval of ordinances issued by the 

President 

3. Removal of Judges of Supreme Court 

and High Court 

4. Approval of proclamation of all three 

types of emergencies 

Select the correct code. 

(a) 2 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

  

Solution (d) 

In all other spheres, including passing of non-money 

bills, constitutional amendments, and impeaching the 

President and removing the Vice President the powers 

of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha are co-equal. Participates 

in the election and removal of the President, Vice 

President, Judges of Supreme Court and High Court 

 

91.  She is the “First woman in the World” to 

receive International Maritime 

Organisation (IMO) award for Exceptional 
Bravery at Sea 

(a) Lakshmi Sehgal 

(b) Radhika Menon 

(c) Sita Sahu 

(d) Aruna Asaf Ali 

  

Solution (b) 

Recently, Captain Radhika Menon was awarded with the 

International Maritime Organisation (IMO) award for 

Exceptional Bravery at Sea. 

With this, she became the first woman in the world to 

receive the Award. 

She was presented with this award for saving lives of 

seven fishermen from sinking fishing boat in Bay of 

Bengal 

In 2011, Radhika Menon had made history by becaming 

the first woman to become captain of Indian Merchant 

Navy. 

International Maritime Organisation (IMO): It UN’s 

specialised agency responsible for the safety and 

security of shipping and the prevention of marine 

pollution by ships. 

 

92.  What are the implications of China being 
granted “Market Economy Status”? 

1. India will be bound under WTO rules 

to negotiate and sign a Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA) with China. 

2. It will severely curb India’s ability to 

impose anti-dumping duties on 
unfairly priced Chinese imports. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b 
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Under WTO norms, once a country gets MES status, 

exports from it are to be accepted at the production 

costs and selling price as the benchmark. Prior to this 

status, country is considered as a Non Market Economy 

(NME). 

Market Economy Status will mean lesser chances of 

anti-dumping duties being imposed or lesser anti-

dumping duties even if they are imposed. This is 

because a market economy does not exploit the 

monopoly of the state to unreasonably lower the prices 

of goods to make them competitive abroad. 

Statement 1: There is no such compulsion. WTO 

operates on multilateral basis. No nation is forced to 

sign FTAs or treaties with other nations. So, 1 is wrong. 

Statement 2: The WTO-member countries had decided 

to deem China as a ‘market economy’ in anti-dumping 

cases from December 2016. 

As per the 2001 agreement (before this one), to 

calculate the ‘normal value’ of exported goods while 

adjudicating anti-dumping cases, the WTO member 

nations could ignore the selling price and production 

costs in China. India is not inclined to automatically 

grant the coveted ‘Market Economy Status’ (MES) to 

China under World Trade Organisation (WTO) norms in 

December 2016. The main reason India is reluctant to 

grant MES to China is that it will severely curb India’s 

ability to impose anti-dumping duties on “unfairly 

priced” Chinese imports. 

 

93.  Consider the following about the functions 

of the Department of Economic Affairs 

(DEA). 

1. It regulates the functioning of the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) as under 

the Allocation of Business Rules, 

1967. 

2. It is responsible for preparation of the 
Union Budget. 

3. It is responsible for finding means to 

raise internal resources through 

taxation and market borrowings for 

the government. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution (b) 

Statement 2: It is the nodal agency of the Union 

Government to formulate and monitor country’s 

economic policies and programmes having a bearing on 

domestic and international aspects of economic 

management. A principal responsibility of this 

Department is the preparation of the Union Budget 

annually (excluding the Railway Budget). 

Statement 3: Other main functions include: 

Formulation and monitoring of macroeconomic policies, 

including issues relating to fiscal policy and public 

finance, inflation, public debt management and the 

functioning of Capital Market including Stock 

Exchanges. In this context, it looks at ways and means 

to raise internal resources through taxation, market 

borrowings and mobilisation of small savings; 

Monitoring and raising of external resources through 

multilateral and bilateral Official Development 

Assistance, sovereign borrowings abroad, foreign 

investments and monitoring foreign exchange 

resources including balance of payments etc. 

It is also responsible for overseeing the production of 

bank notes and coins of various denominations, postal 

stationery, postal stamps; and Cadre management, 

career planning and training of the Indian Economic 

Service (IES). 

 

94.  Which of the following functions are 

performed by the Lok Sabha? 

1. Approval of proposals for taxation 

2. Appointment of Chairman of Council 

of States 

3. Approving a constitutional 

amendment bill 

4. Approving the Proclamation of 

emergency 

5. Appointment of members of higher 

judiciary 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 5 only 

(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

  

Solution (a) 
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Statement 1: Such matters come under money bills. 

Money bills can only be introduced in LS, not RS. 

Statement 2: This is done by Rajya Sabha. If the question 

had asked the Vice-President, you should have chosen 

this statement as correct. Lok Sabha serves as the 

collegiums for electing the VP. Moreover, appointment 

is not a correct term in this context; it should be 

election. 

Statement 3: Both houses can do so. A bill for this 

purpose, if defeated by any house, lapses and cannot be 

presented in a joint sitting of the houses. 

Statement 4: Both houses can approve this 

proclamation. Lok Sabha can also revoke an emergency. 

Statement 5: In case of SC, this is done by the President 

on the advice of a collegiums consisting of the CJI and 

some senior-most judges of HC. LS, however, takes part 

in the impeachment of judiciary. 

 

95.  Consider the following with reference to the 

National Defence Fund (NDF). 

1. It is contributed jointly by the Central 

government and state governments. 

2. It is used for the modernization of 
border infrastructure in sensitive 

regions. 

3. It is housed with the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI). 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None 

  

Solution: C 

The National Defence Fund was set up to take charge of 

voluntary donations in cash and kind received for 

promotion of the national defence effort, and to decide 

on their utilisation 

Statement 1: The fund is entirely dependent on 

voluntary contributions from the public and does not 

get any budgetary support. The fund accepts online 

contributions. 

Statement 2: The Fund is used for the welfare of the 

members of the Armed Forces (including Para Military 

Forces) and their dependents. 

Statement 3: The Fund is administered by an Executive 

Committee, with PM as Chairperson, and Defence, 

Finance and Home Ministers as Members. Finance 

Minister is the Treasurer of the Fund and the Joint 

Secretary, PMO dealing with the subject is Secretary of 

the Executive Committee. Accounts of the Fund are kept 

with the Reserve Bank of India 

 

96.  Find the value of 2x-1 + 2y-1  if x+y=12 and 

xy=4 

(a) 6 

(b) 3.5 

(c) 2 

(d) 3 

  

Solution: a 

2x-1 + 2y-1   = 2(x+y)/xy 

 

97.  There are four routes to travel from city A to 

city B and six routes from city B to city C. 

How many routes are possible to travel 

from the city A to city C? 

(a) 24 

(b) 12 

(c) 10 

(d) 8 

  

Solution: a) 

6*4=24 

 

98.  If a bus travels 160 km in 4 hours and a 

train travels 320 km in 5 hours at uniform 

speeds, then what is the ratio of the 

distances travelled by them in one hour? 

(a) 8:5 

(b) 5:8 

(c) 4:5 

(d) 1:2 

  

Solution: b 
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40:64 = 5:8 

 

99.  A bell rings every 18 minutes. A second bell 

rings every 24 minutes. A third bell rings 

every 32 minutes. If all the three bells ring 

at the same time at 8 o’clock in the 

morning, at what other time will they all 
ring together? 

(a) 12:40 hrs 

(b) 12:48 hrs 

(c) 12:56 hrs 

(d) 13:04 hrs 

  

Solution: b) 

LCM of 18, 24 and 32 = 288 minutes i.e. 4 hours and 48 

minutes. Add to 8’o clock. The time is 12:48 hours. 

 

100.  Two cars start towards each other, from 

two places A and B which are at a distance 
of 160 km. They start at the same time 08: 

10 AM. If the speeds of the cars are 50 km 

and 30 km per hour respectively, they will 

meet each other at 

(a) 10:10 AM 

(b) 10:30 AM 

(c) 11:10 AM 

(d) 11:20 AM 

  

Solution: a) 
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