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1.  Which of the following were the pillars of the 

Nehru – Mahalanobis strategy of 

development? 

1. High consumption rate to support 

consumer goods industries 

2. Policies that promote competition of 

domestic firms with foreign firms 

3. Import substitution 

4. Capitalistic pattern of society 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  

Solution: b 

Statement 1:  The major pillars were – (a) high savings 

rate: It was believed that high savings rate would help 

finance large investment in heavy industries. When 

savings are high consumption can’t be high, so 1 is 

wrong. 

Statement 2:  Other pillars were heavy industry bias and 

protectionist policies and public sector. If protection 

was not granted to the weak Indian domestic industries, 

they may not have survived against strong foreign 

competition. So, 2 is also wrong. 

Statement 3:  Import substitution was favoured due to 

India’s harsh colonial experience with foreign and the 

need to develop an indigenous base of capital goods and 

other industries. So, 3 is correct. 

Statement 4: Nehru was a socialist, so 4 can’t be correct. 

 

2.  “Replacement fertility rates” often heard in 

news are those rates at which 

(a) Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) would 

be constant 

(b) Birth rates would become zero 

(c) Population would stabilize 

(d) Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) would 
become zero 

  

Solution: c 

Total fertility rate (TPFR) of a population is the average 

number of children that would be born to a woman over 

her lifetime under certain conditions (including her 

survival). 

Replacement level fertility is the total fertility rate at 

which women give birth to enough babies to sustain 

population levels in the nation. At this rate death rates 

become equal to the birth rates and population growth 

stops, i.e. population is constant throughout and does 

not decline. This is crucial for a stable demography and 

reducing population pressure. At this rate a population 

will exactly replace itself from one generation to the 

next, without migration. This rate is roughly 2.1 children 

per woman for most countries, although it may 

modestly vary with mortality rates and be higher for 

some developing countries. In India, Kerala has achieved 

below replacement level fertility rates at around 1.8, 

which means its population will see a decline in the 

coming decades. 

 

3.  The fluvial riverine island is formed by the 

Brahmaputra river system and mostly 

inhabited by Mishing tribal people. It is the 
nerve centre of Assamese neo-Vaishnavite 

culture and has been recently declared as 

a district of India. The island is? 

(a) Narcondam Island 

(b) River Island of Majuli 

(c) Mattoa Islands 

(d) Forest Islands of Thembang 

  

Solution: b 

The Guinness World Records has recently given official 

designation Assam’s Majuli as the largest river island in 

the world. 

In June 2016, Assam Government had officially declared 

the island as the district making it India’s first island 

district. The island has been nominated for the World 

Heritage Site status. It has been included in the tentative 

list by UNESCO. 

 

4.  Single Cell Protein (SCP) brings a 

tremendous opportunity to transform 
world’s agriculture. How is it advantageous 

over conventional food production 

methods? 

1. Considerably less land use 
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2. Global greenhouse gas emissions 

reduction 

3. Low water footprint 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: d 

Single-cell protein (SCP) refers to edible unicellular 

microorganisms. 

The biomass or protein extract from pure or mixed 

cultures of algae, yeasts, fungi or bacteria may be used 

as an ingredient or a substitute for protein-rich foods, 

and is suitable for human consumption or as animal 

feeds. 

Whereas industrial agriculture is marked by a high water 

footprint, high land use, biodiversity destruction, 

general environmental degradation and contributes to 

climate change by emission of a third of all greenhouse 

gases, production of SCP does not necessarily exhibit 

any of these serious drawbacks. 

 

5.  Consider the following matches of specific 
disasters and related nodal agencies for 

early warning in the Government of India. 

1. Cyclone : Indian 

Meteorological 

Department 

2. Floods : Central Water 

Commission 

3. Landslides : Ministry of Earth 

Sciences 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: a 

Following are the nodal agencies in the GoI for early 

warning of different natural hazards: 

These agencies shall be responsible for keeping track of 

developments in respect of specific hazards assigned to 

them and inform the designated authorities/agencies at 

National,data 

State and District levels about the impending disasters. 

All these agencies have developed guidelines forearly 

warning of disasters. 

 

6.  What is the difference between the animals 
Changthangi and Chiru? 

(a) Changthangi lives in hot and arid 

areas, whereas Chiru is adapted to 

live in semi-desert areas of cold high 

mountains 

(b) Changthangi is an antelope, whereas 
Chiru is a primate. 

(c) Changthangi is famously reared for 

Pashmina wool, whereas Chiru is 

reared for getting Shahtoosh wool 

(d) Changthangi is poached for its 
horns, whereas Chiru is hunted for 

its musk which has great medicinal 

value 

  

Solution: c 

The Changthangi or Pashmina goat inhabits the plateaus 

in Tibet and neighbouring areas of Ladakh in Jammu & 

Kashmir. They are raised for ultra-fine cashmere wool 

(pashmina). 

Tibetan Antelope of Chiru is native to Tibet. 

Chiru is an antelope, whereas Changthangi is a goat. 

Primate are apes, humans etc. 

In recent years Chiru has become endangered due to 

poaching for their soft and warm wool which is usually 

obtained after death. This wool is known as shahtoosh 

and is used to weave shawls . At present, international 

trade in their products is strictly prohibited. 

 

7.  Which of the following forest types is 

common to Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 

parts of North-Eastern states and a narrow 
strip of the Western slope of the Western 

Ghats? 

(a) Mangrove forests 

(b) Temperate forests 

(c) Tropical moist forests 
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(d) Coral forests 

  

Solution: c 

The Middle Andamans harbours mostly moist deciduous 

forests. North Andamans is characterised by the wet 

evergreen type. Western Ghats and NE states harbour 

both deciduous and evergreen forests. We will be 

covering more questions specific to vegetation in 

various parts of India in later tests. 

 

8.  Consider the following about the S.A.M.O.A. 

Pathway. 

1. It is a part of the Paris Climate 

Change Agreement 2015. 

2. It focuses on those communities in 
developing countries that derive their 

livelihood exclusively from forestry 

and use of other natural resources. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: d 

SAMOA was an outcome document of the Third 

International Conference on Small Island Developing 

States (SIDS), the ‘SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action 

(SAMOA) Pathway. 

The Samoa Pathway recognizes the adverse impacts of 

climate change and sea-level rise on SIDS efforts to 

achieve sustainable development as well as to their 

survival and viability, and addresses economic 

development, food security, disaster risk reduction 

(DRR) and ocean management, among other issues. 

Since the agreement came about in 2014, it cannot be a 

part of the Paris Climate agreement 2015. So, 1 is wrong 

 

9.  Which of these is not a correct 

differentiation between Western Ghats and 

Eastern Ghats? 

(a) While Western Ghats host mainly 

evergreen vegetation, deciduous 
vegetation is predominant in the 

Eastern Ghats. 

(b) Western Ghats are continuous 

whereas Eastern Ghats are 

discontinuous and broken at several 
places. 

(c) Western Ghats are at a lower average 

elevation than Eastern Ghats. 

(d) All are Correct 

  

Solution: c 

Option A: This is because it is perpendicular to monsoon 

winds and receives high rainfall, unlike Eastern Ghats 

which are parallel to Monsoon winds. 

Option B: Eastern Ghats are broken at several places. 

Option C: Average height of WG is between 900-1500 m 

whereas that of EG is around 600 m. Highest peak of WG 

is Anaimudi which is at around 2595 m. 

 

10.  Consider the following statements. 

1. Fungi can be used in the 

bioremediation of radioactively 

polluted sites. 

2. Fungi can act as bio-fertilizers by 
actively competing for nutrients and 

space with pathogenic 

microorganisms. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: C 

Statement 1: In agriculture, fungi are useful if they 

actively compete for nutrients and space with 

pathogenic microorganisms such as bacteria or other 

fungi. For example, certain fungi may be used to 

eliminate or suppress the growth of harmful plant 

pathogens, such as insects, mites, weeds, nematodes. 

Statement 2: Certain fungi, in particular “white rot” 

fungi, can degrade insecticides, herbicides, 

pentachlorophenol, creosote, coal tars, and heavy fuels 

and turn them into carbon dioxide, water, and basic 

elements. 
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Fungi have been shown to biomineralize uranium 

oxides, suggesting they may have application in the 

bioremediation of radioactively polluted sites. 

 

11.  A ‘Hard Currency’ implies 

1. One that is pegged to some external 
account 

2. One that cannot be used for 

speculation or earn arbitrage 

3. One that can be used only within 

national borders 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None of the Above 

  

Solution: d 

It is the international currency in which the highest faith 

is shown and is needed by every economy. 

The strongest currency of the world is one which has a 

high level of liquidity. Basically, it belongs to the 

economy with the highest as well as highly diversified 

exports that are compulsive imports for other countries. 

This can be due to high level technology, defence 

products, life saving medicines and petroleum products) 

will also create high demand for its currency in the world 

and become the hard currency. 

It is always scarce. Some of the best hard currencies of 

the world today are the US dollar, the Euro(€), Japanese 

Yen (¥) and the UK Sterling Pound (£). 

 

12.  What is/are the benefits of issuing Soil 

Health card (SHC) to Indian farmers? 

1. It will help reduce the consumption 

of chemical fertilizers and cost of crop 

production. 

2. It will help reduce our trade deficit as 

well as fiscal deficit. 

3. It will help tackle imbalanced 

fertilizer use which is causing 

deficiency of nutrients in soil. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
below. 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: d 

It is a field-specific printed report card issued to farmers 

in once in three years indicating the status of his soil in 

terms of 12 parameters. 

It is also accompanied by an advice on the various 

fertilizers and other soil amendments he is suppose to 

make including in Major Nutrients, pH (Soil Reaction; 

acidity / alkalinity of the soil), Total Dissolved salts etc. 

Justification:  

Statement 1: SHC will ensure that farmers do not spend 

money unnecessarily on purchase of fertilizers by 

adding more than required. Once there is economy on 

the use of chemical fertilizers, the cost of production is 

expected to decrease. 

Statement 2: India imports large quantity of various 

fertilizers to meet the demand. 

About 25-30% of the requirement of Urea, 90% of the 

requirement of Diammonium phosphate (DAP) and 

100% of the requirement of Muriate of Potash (MOP) 

are met by imports. 

The soil test based fertilizer usage will reduce import bill 

and will also ensure higher yields per unit. 

Fertilizers also account for huge subsidy bills lowering of 

which will reduce our fiscal deficit. 

Statement 3: The existing Nitrogen – Phosphorous – 

Potassium (NPK) consumption ratio in the country is 

skewed at 8.2:3.2:1 (2012-13) as against the preferred 

ratio of 4:2:1. 

A great variability is observed in fertiliser consumption 

among States from 250 kg /ha in Punjab to 2 kg / ha in 

Arunachal Pradesh, during 2012-13. 

However, imbalanced application of fertilisers have 

caused deficiency of primary nutrients (i.e. NPK), 

secondary nutrients (such as sulphur), and 

micronutrients (boron, zinc, copper etc.), in most parts 

of country. 
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13.  The new National Steel Policy (NSP) 2017 as 

approved by the Cabinet provides for 

1. Acquisition of state-run steel plants 
globally to safeguard strategic steel 

imports 

2. Reducing reliance on foreign 

investment in steel sector and 

ensuring that one hundred per cent 

of steel consumption is 
manufactured domestically 

3. Ensuring domestic availability of iron 

ore, coking coal and natural gas 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

  

Solution: a 

Statement 1: The policy seeks to create self-sufficiency 

in steel production by providing policy support & 

guidance to private manufacturers, MSME steel 

producers, CPSEs. There is no word on strategic 

acquisitions. So, 1 is wrong. 

Statement 2: It also talks about facilitating foreign 

investment to boost steel production in India. 

Statement 3: Natural gas and coal are the two primary 

fuels used in iron production, hence vital for steel 

industry. 

 

14.  Albedo is a critical factor in determining the 
warming of atmosphere via indirect 

radiation. Which among the following 

materials is likely to have the lowest 

albedo? 

(a) Thick cloud 

(b) Fresh snow in Antarctica 

(c) Moist ploughed soil 

(d) Mirror 

  

Solution: c 

Albedo is the fraction of solar energy (shortwave 

radiation) reflected from the Earth back into space. 

It is a measure of the reflectivity of the earth’s surface. 

Ice, especially with snow on top of it, has a high albedo: 

most sunlight hitting the surface bounces back towards 

space. 

Water is much more absorbent and less reflective. So, if 

there is a lot of water, more solar radiation is absorbed 

by the ocean than when ice dominates. 

Soil has least reflectivity among all options A to D, and 

thus the most appropriate answer. 

 

15.  Blood rain that had been observed for some 

time in Kerala is generally caused due to 

(a) Presence of laterite soil in the region. 

(b) Excess of nitric and sulphur oxides 

in the atmosphere 

(c) Specific type of green species of 

microalgae in the air. 

(d) Dispersal of iron oxides in the air. 

  

Solution: c 

Since 1896, reports have been coming in of sporadic 

instances of red coloured rain over parts of Kerala and 

Sri Lanka. 

 The latest one was in 2012 over Kerala. 

 It was initially thought that the rains were coloured 

by fallout from a hypothetical meteor burst. 

 But a study commissioned by the Government of 

India concluded that the rains had been coloured by 

airborne spores from a locally prolific terrestrial 

green alga from the genus Trentepohlia. The exact 

species was later identified as T. annulata. 

 

16.  The term “Moral Hazard” is often used by 

policymakers to point out to a situation 

where 

1. A person takes more risks because 

someone else bears the cost of those 

risks 

2. A government servant abuses his 

authority and financial powers to the 

detriment of public interest 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
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(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: a 

In economics, moral hazard occurs when one person 

takes more risks because someone else bears the cost 

of those risks. 

It is one among the two kinds of market failures 

associated with the insurance sector. It means that the 

people with insurance cover may take greater risks than 

the uncovered ones as they know they are protected so 

the insurer may get more claims it bargained for. The 

other kind of market failure is the adverse selections 

also related to insurance business. Adverse selection 

occurs when there’s a lack of symmetric information 

prior to a deal between a buyer and a seller. Here the 

insurer is confronted with the probability of loss due to 

risk not factored in at the time of sale. 

 

17.  Open Market Operations (OMOs) by the 

Central Bank invariably lead to 

1. Lower money supply 

2. Reduced foreign exchange 

3. Higher statutory ratios 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) None of these 

  

Solution: d 

Statement 1:  RBI purchases (or sells) government 

securities to the general public in a bid to increase (or 

decrease) the stock of high powered money in the 

economy. This is called OMOs. So, 1 is wrong as it is not 

always the case. 

Statement 2:  Only when OMOs are used for 

sterilization, do we see a change in the forex reserves. If 

used only in the domestic market, forex does not 

change. So, 2 is wrong as well. 

Statement 3:  These remain unaffected by OMOs and 

decided independently by the Central bank (or MPC 

now). 

 

18.  The Contingency Fund of India 

1. Has been established by an Act of the 

Parliament 

2. Is placed at the disposal of the 

President operated by executive 

action 

3. Cannot be withdrawn except on prior 

authorization from the Parliament 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

  

Solution: a 

The Constitution authorised the Parliament to establish 

a ‘Contingency Fund of India’, into which amounts 

determined by law are paid from time to time. So, 1 is 

correct. 

Accordingly, the Parliament enacted the contingency 

fund of India Act in 1950. So, 2 is correct. This fund is 

placed at the disposal of the president, and he can make 

advances out of it to meet unforeseen expenditure 

pending its authorisation by the Parliament. So, 3 is 

incorrect. The fund is held by the finance secretary on 

behalf of the president. Like the public account of India, 

it is also operated by executive action.’ 

 

19.  Which of the following is/are 

methods/examples of ‘in-situ 

conservation’? 

1. DNA banks 

2. Botanical gardens 

3. Tissue Culture 

4. Wildlife sanctuaries 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 ,2 and 4 only 

(b) 4 only 

(c) 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  

Solution: b 
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In-situ conservation is the on-site conservation or the 

conservation of genetic resources in natural populations 

of plant or animal species, such as forest genetic 

resources in natural populations of tree species, for e.g 

biosphere reserves, wildlife sanctuaries etc. 

Ex-situ conservation is the preservation of components 

of biological diversity outside their natural habitats. This 

involves conservation of genetic resources, as well as 

wild and cultivated or species, and draws on a diverse 

body of techniques and facilities. Such strategies include 

establishment of botanical gardens, zoos, conservation 

strands and gene, pollen seed, seedling, tissue culture 

and DNA banks. Hence, all options other than B are 

wrong. 

 

20.  Which of the following is the most 

appropriate analogy with regards to the 

relationship between a “Protected area” 
and the “Biosphere”? 

(a) A tree in a forest 

(b) Core and Mantle of the Earth 

(c) Ionosphere and Mesosphere 

(d) Any two celestial bodies 

  

Solution: a 

Biosphere is that part of the earth in which living 

organisms exist or which supports life. Please note we 

are not talking about the “biosphere reserve”. 

Protected areas, just like any large ecosystem, are a 

significant part of our biosphere that is established to 

protect our flora, fauna and their habitats. So, the most 

appropriate analogy is option A where a tree is one 

among many (species both plant and animals) in a 

forest. 

Option D: This in invalid as biosphere is much larger than 

any protected area on earth. Two celestial bodies may 

be of the same size. 

 

21.  Improvement in the Balance of Payments 

(BoP) deficit can be achieved by 

1. Restricting unnecessary imports 

2. Appreciation of domestic currency 

3. Providing export subsidies to 

domestic producers 

4. Borrowing from abroad 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 3 and 4 only 

  

Solution: b 

BoP deficit can be caused from both current account 

side as well as capital account side. 

Statement 1: If imports are high, it causes trade deficit 

and tends to cause a BoP deficit as the case be. 

Restricting them will certainly improve BoP. 

Statement 2: The way is devaluation, not appreciation. 

When currency appreciates, our exports become 

costlier to the world and thus uncompetitive. 

Statement 3: Export promotion would reduce trade 

deficit. 

Statement 4: Borrowing abroad would increase capital 

account deficit and further inflate BoP deficit 

 

22.  Biodiversity of plants will generally tend to 
increase as one moves from 

1. Lower to higher altitude 

2. Higher to lower latitudes 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b 

Statement 1: At lower altitudes, greater biodiversity is 

found due to ambient temperature, sufficient rainfall 

and absence of frost. As one moves higher, biodiversity 

starts shrinking. 

Statement 2: At lower latitudes, solar insolation is 

abundant and temperature conditions are ideal for 

growth of vegetation. Higher latitudes suffer from 

insufficient sunlight, low temperatures and frost. 
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23.  Consider the following statements. 

1. Surface ocean currents are driven 

mainly by tectonic movements in the 
ocean plates. 

2. Strongest tsunamis in the world are 

produced by consistent uni-

directional wind movement during 

high tides. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: d 

Statement 1: These are driven mainly by wind, 

temperature gradient and gravity. For e.g. water level at 

equator is slightly higher which leads to ocean currents 

flowing from equator to other areas under the influence 

of gravity. 

Statement 2: They are produced mainly by tectonic 

movements such as earthquakes in the ocean. A strong 

tectonic force creates a surge of large waves which 

transforms into Tsunami 

 

24.  In the Keynesian system, speculative 

demand for money is caused due to 

(a) Expenditure towards luxury goods 

(b) High taxation by the government 

(c) Uncertainty of future interest rates 

(d) Excess spending by households 

during boom periods 

  

Solution: c 

A person holds his wealth in different forms such as 

land, bonds, money etc. 

When they invest in bonds, different people have 

different expectations regarding the future movements 

in the market rate of interest based on their private 

information regarding the economy. 

When the interest rate is very high everyone expects it 

to fall in future and hence anticipates capital gains from 

bond-holding. Hence people convert their money into 

bonds. Thus, speculative demand for money is low. 

When interest rates are low, everyone expects them to 

rise in future which prompts them to increase their 

money holdings in view of capital loss from existing 

bonds. So, speculative money demand is high. 

 

25.  Consider the following statements about 
the history and evolution of medicinal 

plants in India. 

1. Rig Veda condemns the use of plants 

as medicines. 

2. Charak Samhita is a dedicated 

textbook on medicine in the Indian 
sub-continent. 

3. Presently, National Medicinal Plants 

Board (NMPB) coordinates all 

matters relating to medicinal plants 

in India. 

4. Government of India has recently 

banned exports of Indian medicinal 

plants in view of bio-piracy. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

  

Solution: b 

Statement 1: As per a ICSE textbook, Rig Veda seems to 

the earliest record on the use of plants as medicines. 

Statement 2: Charaka was a physician in the court of 

Kanishka. His book influenced European medical 

knowledge as well as Ayurveda. 

Statement 3: The NMPB set-up in 2000 by the 

Government of India also support policies and 

programmes for growth of trade, export, conservation 

and cultivation. The Board is located in the Department 

of AYUSH of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. 

Statement 4: The domestic trade of the AYUSH industry 

is of the order of Rs. 80 to 90 billion dollars. The Indian 

medicinal plants and their products also account of 

exports in the range of Rs. 10 billion. 

In India, several states have setup centres for study of 

Ayruvedic and Unani medicines. 
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26.  China has launched world’s longest 

quantum communication line. Consider 

the following about it. 

Assertion (A): It is a hack-proof 

information transmission system. 

Reason (R): Quantum communication 

cannot be sent or captured from space to 

earth or vice versa. 

In the context of the above, which of these 
is correct? 

(a) A is correct, and R is an appropriate 

explanation of A 

(b) A is correct, but R is not an 

appropriate explanation of A 

(c) A is correct, but R is incorrect 

(d) Both A and R are incorrect 

  

Solution: c 

Quantum communication uses subatomic particles to 

securely communicate between two points. These 

subatomic particles are mainly quantum entanglement 

of photons. It ensures that nobody taps into the line as 

a photon can be neither separated nor duplicated. 

Thus tapping the network will inevitably corrupt the 

signal. It has the ability to inform the two 

communicating users of the presence of any third party 

trying to eavesdrop. At the same time, the information 

being intercepted will self-destruct. So, A is correct. 

Why reason is invalid: Earlier in 2016, China had 

successfully launched the world’s first quantum 

satellite. 

The quantum satellite will be connected with the 

Beijing-Shanghai quantum communication line through 

the line’s station in Beijing. 

It will enable the space-to-Earth highly secure hack-

proof quantum communication network. So, R is wrong 

 

27.  In India, which of these geological 
formations hosts the most significant 

ground water reservoirs for large scale and 

extensive development? 

(a) Unconsolidated Formations 

(b) Semi-Consolidated Formations 

(c) Fissured Formations 

(d) Consolidated Formations 

 

Solution: a 

The ground water behaviour in the Indian sub-continent 

is highly complicated due to the occurrence of 

diversified geological formations with considerable 

difference in tectonic and lithological framework. 

Broadly two groups of rock formations have been 

identified depending on characteristically different 

hydraulics of ground water, Viz. Porous Formations and 

Fissured Formations. 

Porous Formations have been further subdivided into 

Unconsolidated and Semi – consolidated formations. 

Unconsolidated Formations 

The areas covered by alluvial sediments of river basins, 

coastal and deltaic tracts constitute the unconsolidated 

formations. These are by far the most significant ground 

water reservoirs for large scale and extensive 

development. The hydro-geological environment and 

ground water regime in the Indo-Ganga-Brahmaputra 

basin indicate the existence of potential aquifers having 

enormous fresh ground water reserve. 

Semi-Consolidated Formations 

The semi-consolidated formations normally occur in 

narrow valleys or structurally faulted basins. The 

Gondwanas, Lathis, Tipams, Cuddalore sandstones and 

their equivalents are the most extensive productive 

aquifers in this category. 

Fissured Formations (Consolidated Formations) 

The consolidated formations occupy almost two-thirds 

of the country. These formations, except vesicular 

volcanic rocks have negligible primary porosity and thus 

low groundwater extraction potential. 

 

28.  You would recommend which of these 

measures during an economic recession? 

1. Giving a fiscal stimulus 

2. Increase tax rates 

3. Lower interest rates 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: c 

Statement 1: Fiscal stimulus means a package of large 

government spending. It boosts aggregate demand, 

revives consumer spending and increases investment 

via creation of infrastructure. 

Statement 2: High tax rates would reduce disposable 

income and further reduce demand for consumer goods 

leading to an even pronounced slowdown. So, 2 is 

incorrect. 

Statement 3: Lower interest rates will encourage 

investors to borrow and invest in new projects thereby 

enhancing aggregate demand and employment uplifting 

the economy. 

 

29.  Consider the following statements 

1. All EU members are subject to the 

binding constraints under the 

common EU constitution. 

2. EU is not only a customs Union, but 

also has a common currency. 

3. All EU members are ex-officio NATO 

members. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) None 

  

Solution: d 

Statement 1: A Constitution for Europe (TCE) treaty, 

ungratified, intended to create a consolidated 

constitution for the European Union (EU). It would have 

replaced the existing European Union treaties with a 

single text. But it was rejected by the French and Dutch 

voters. 

Statement 2: Eurozone has a common currency, not 

European Union which is larger than the Eurozone. For 

e.g. crotian currency is different from that of the 

Eurozone. 

Statement 3: All states are not NATO members. Twelve 

countries were part of the founding of NATO: Belgium, 

Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, 

the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, the United 

Kingdom, and the United States. In 1952, Greece and 

Turkey became members of the Alliance, joined later by 

West Germany (in 1955) and Spain (in 1982). 

 

30.  If technological growth is slow in a nation 

and capital depreciation is high, it will lead 

to 

(a) Progressively lesser difference 

between GDP and NDP 

(b) Increasingly larger difference 

between GDP and NDP 

(c) Progressively lesser difference 

between GDP and GNP 

(d) Increasingly larger difference 

between GDP and GNP 

  

Solution: a 

NDP is essentially the GDP discounted for the total value 

of the ‘wear and tear’ (depreciation) that happened in 

the assets while the goods and services were being 

produced. It means GDP minus depreciation is NDP. 

Depreciation is caused due to wear and tear of capital 

or due to poor technological growth that fails to cut 

down levels of depreciation. 

Higher the depreciation, higher will be the difference 

between GDP and NDP. 

 

31.  The sales tax that you pay on certain goods 

is 

(a) Levied by the Centre but Collected 

and Appropriated by the States 

(b) Levied, Collected and Appropriated 

by the Centre 

(c) Levied, Collected and retained by the 

States. 

(d) Levied by the States but Collected 

and Appropriated by the Centre 

  

Solution: c 

It is Service Tax that is levied by the Centre but Collected 

and Appropriated by the Centre and the States (Article 

268-A). For the centre, it is called Central tax, for the 

states, it is called SALES TAX (which is asked in the Q 

above). 

Sales tax is levied when goods are sold or bought within 

a country or a state. There are two major types of sales 

taxes – central sales tax, levied by the Union 
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Government and sales taxes, which are charged by the 

state governments. Central sales taxes are applied when 

a dealer sells goods during interstate commerce or 

trade. These taxes are also implemented when a 

product is sold outside a state or when it is exported or 

imported. Sales tax is Levied and Collected and Retained 

by the States. These taxes belong to the states 

exclusively. They are enumerated in the state list. For 

e.g. land revenue; taxes on agricultural income, 

succession and estate duties in respect of agricultural 

land; taxes on lands and buildings, on mineral rights, on 

animals and boats, on road vehicles etc. 

 

32.  The “Full Faith and Credit” clause under 

the Constitution implies that 

1. Public acts, records and judicial 

proceedings of the Centre and every 

state will be considered as authentic 

and credible throughout India. 

2. All final judgements and orders of 

civil and criminal courts in any part 
of India are capable of execution 

anywhere within India. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None 

  

Solution: a 

Statement 1:  Under the Constitution, the jurisdiction of 

each state is confined to its own territory. Hence, it is 

possible that the acts and records of one state may not 

be recognised in another state. 

To remove any such difficulty, the Constitution contains 

the “Full Faith and Credit” clause which lays down that 

Full faith and credit is to be given throughout the 

territory of India to public acts, records and judicial 

proceedings of the Centre and every state. 

The expression ‘public acts’ includes both legislative and 

executive acts of the government. The expression 

‘public record’ includes any official book, register or 

record made by a public servant in the discharge of his 

official duties. 

Statement 2: Final judgements and orders of civil courts 

in any part of India are capable of execution anywhere 

within India (without the necessity of a fresh suit upon 

the judgement). The rule applies only to civil 

judgements and not to criminal judgements. In other 

words, it does not require the courts of a state to 

enforce the penal laws of another state. So, 2 is partially 

wrong. 

 

33.  Consider the following about Foreign 

Currency Non-Resident (FCNR) deposits. 

1. It is a type of fixed deposit account 

opened for depositing income earned 

overseas. 

2. The account must be held in Indian 

currency. 

3. These accounts are taxed at special 

rates not applicable to general 

deposits in India. 

4. The funds held in these accounts can 
be remitted back overseas subject to 

certain terms. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  

Solution: b 

Statement 1: An FCNR account is a term deposit account 

that can be maintained by NRIs and PIOs in foreign 

currency. Thus, FCNRs are not savings accounts but fixed 

deposit accounts. 

These accounts can be opened jointly with other NRIs. 

Opening of FCNR (B) in the name of individuals/ entities 

of Bangladesh/ Pakistan nationality/ ownership requires 

prior approval of Reserve Bank of India. 

Statement 2: The account is held in the currency in 

which the deposits are made. 

Statement 3: These accounts are exempt from Income 

Tax in India. 

Statement 4: With the rupee continuing to remain 

volatile, the Foreign Currency Non Resident (FCNR) 

account can be a good option for Non Resident Indians 

(NRIs) looking to invest in India without worrying about 

currency risks. 
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34.  The cooler crust aside, the temperature on 

earth tends to increase as we dig inwards. 

The retained heat on earth can be 
attributed to which of the following 

phenomena? 

1. Frictional heating of earth material 

facilitated by gravitation 

2. Heat from the decay of radioactive 

elements 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None 

  

Solution: c 

Statement 1: Frictional heating is caused by denser core 

material sinking to the center of the planet caused due 

to gravitation. 

As material slides against each other, heat generated is 

retained deep within the earth and temperature 

remains high. 

Statement 2: It is estimated that about 50% of the heat 

given off by the Earth is generated by the radioactive 

decay of elements such as uranium and thorium, and 

their decay products. 

 

35.  Which of the following will violate the 

General Anti Avoidance Rules (GAAR) in 

India? 

1. Any speculative activity in the 

security markets 

2. Any real estate deal that has been 

settled in a short period of time 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None 

  

Solution: d 

About GAAR: GAAR provisions are targeted at 

arrangement or transactions made specifically to avoid 

taxes. 

Evolution: In 2007, Vodafone entered the Indian market 

by buying Hutchison Essar. The deal took place in 

Cayman Islands. The Indian government claimed over 

US$2 billion were lost in taxes. 

Later, a notice was sent to Vodafone. Vodafone claimed 

that the transaction was not taxable as it was between 

two foreign firms. The government claimed that the 

deal was taxable as the underlying assets involved were 

located in India. Then came the provisions of GAAR in 

India. 

Provisions: The regulation allows tax officials to deny 

tax benefits, if a deal is found without any commercial 

purpose other than tax avoidance. 

It allows tax officials to target participatory notes. Under 

GAAR, the investor has to prove that the participatory 

note was not set to avoid taxes. It also allows officials to 

deny double taxation avoidance benefits, if deals made 

in tax havens like Mauritius were found to be avoiding 

taxes 

Statement 1: Therefore, clearly it does not apply to all 

such transactions. Only if the speculation was done in 

order to specifically avoid taxes, it will come under the 

radar of GAAR. 

Statement 2: The same applies to real estate 

transactions. The time period of sale/purchase is not the 

issue; it is the purpose with which it is done matters 

 

36.  “Special Category of Punishment” 

mentioned in a recent ruling of the 

Supreme Court applies to 

(a) Cases where certiorari was issued 

(b) Arbitration cases where any one of 

the parties declined to accept 

arbitration award 

(c) All cases handled by fast track courts 

(d) Punishments more severe than life 
imprisonment but less severe than 

capital punishment 

  

Solution: d 

This special category of Punishment for the first time 

was mentioned in the Swami Shraddananda versus 

State of Karnataka judgment of the Supreme Court in 

2008. 

The Supreme Court has moved away from death penalty 

(capital punishment) after it commuted the death 
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sentence of a youth for raping and killing a seven-year-

old girl with the Special Category of Punishment. Actual 

life imprisonment is only 14 years of imprisonment. The 

SC in its judicial innovation awarded the convict 25 year 

jail term considering it appropriate punishment 

between death sentence and life imprisonment in 

heinous crimes 

 

37.  Consider the following about Ibn Battuta’s 

account of India. 

1. The highways were safe from robbery 
and other crimes. 

2. Coconut fibre found in India was so 

strong that it was used for making 

ropes which pulled ships. 

3. Indian textiles such as fine muslins 
were in great demand in Asian 

markets. 

4. Horses and human runners were 

often used to dispatch goods required 

at short notice. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
below. 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2 , 3 and 4 

  

Solution: b 

Statement 1: Ibn Battuta was a Moroccan traveler. 

When travelling in India, he was attacked by bands of 

robbers several times. In fact he preferred travelling in 

a caravan along with companions, but this did not deter 

highway robbers. While travelling from Multan to Delhi, 

his caravan was attacked and many of his fellow 

travellers lost their lives. 

Statement 2: His account of India says that “Coconut 

trees looked like date palms. It resembles a man’s head. 

Inside of it looks like a brain. Its fibre looks like human 

hair. Its fibre used for making rope which is used for 

pulling ships.” 

Statement 3: He also noted that the subcontinent was 

well integrated with inter-Asian networks of trade and 

commerce, with Indian manufactures being in great 

demand in both West Asia and Southeast Asia, fetching 

huge profits for artisans and merchants. Indian textiles, 

particularly cotton cloth, fine muslins, silks, brocade and 

satin, were in great demand. 

Statement 4: Further, almost all trade routes were well 

supplied with inns and guest houses. Ibn Battuta was 

also amazed by the efficiency of the postal system(by 

horse and human runners) which allowed merchants to 

not only send information and remit credit across long 

distances, but also to dispatch goods required at short 

notice. 

 

38.  The former United Nations Secretary-

General’s UNiTE initiative aims to 

(a) End Violence against Women 

(b) Bring developing and developed 
countries together 

(c) Achieve ceasefire in conflict-prone 

regions in the Middle-east 

(d) Raise agricultural productivity in 

Least Developed Countries (LDCs) to 

attain food security for the world 

  

Solution: a. 

The global vision of the UNiTE campaign is a world free 

from violence against all women and girls. 

Some of its goals are: 

Adoption and enforcement of national laws to address 

and punish all forms of violence against women and 

girls, in line with international human rights standards. 

Establishment of data collection and analysis systems on 

the prevalence of various forms of violence against 

women and girls. 

 

39.  Net foreign factor income (NFIA) of India will 

change if 

1. More remittances are received from 

Indian workers in Gulf countries 

2. The returns of foreign investors on 

investment in India start rising 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None 
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Solution: c 

NFIA is the difference between the aggregate amount 

that a country’s citizens and companies earn abroad, 

and the aggregate amount that foreign citizens and 

overseas companies earn in that country. 

The NFIA level is generally not substantial in most 

nations, since factor payments earned by their citizens 

and those paid to foreigners more or less offset each 

other. 

Statement 1: If gulf workers send more remittances, 

India’s NFIA will rise. This is because labour is a ‘factor’ 

of production which has been deployed in a foreign 

nation. 

Statement 2: Capital (machinery, investment) is another 

factor of production. The income coming from this 

factor becomes a part of NFIA, if either foreign investors 

invest in India or Indian investors invest abroad. 

 

40.  Consider the following about the Crop 

Trust, formerly known as the Global Crop 

Diversity Trust. 

1. It is an attached fund with the 

International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI). 

2. It is a non-profit organization which 

works to preserve crop diversity in 

order to protect global food security. 

3. It is a part of the funding strategy of 

the International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

  

Solution: b 

Statement 1: The Crop Trust is an established 

independent organization under international law. 

The Crop Trust was founded in 2004 in Rome, Italy by 

the Food and Agriculture Organization and Bioversity 

International on behalf of the CGIAR international 

agricultural research consortium. 

Throughout its 10-year history, the Crop Trust has made 

significant leaps in ensuring the conservation and 

availability of crop diversity for food security world-

wide. 

Statement 2 and 3: In 2006, the Crop Trust entered into 

an agreement with the governing body of the 

International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture. 

The agreement recognises the Crop Trust as an 

“essential element” of the treaty’s funding strategy in 

regards to the ex situ conservation and availability of 

plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. 

It also confirms the autonomy of the Crop Trust as a 

scientific organization in raising and disbursing funds. 

 

41.  With reference to money market, consider 

the following statements: 

1. It is where financial instruments with 

high liquidity and very short 

maturities are traded 

2. It is used by participants as a means 

for borrowing and lending in the long 

term, with maturities that usually 

range from 5 years to 10 years 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: a) 

Insights Prelims Tests 2017, Test 31, Q 2 

Definition: Money market basically refers to a section of 

the financial market where financial instruments with 

high liquidity and short-term maturities are traded. 

Money market has become a component of the 

financial market for buying and selling of securities of 

short-term maturities, of one year or less, such as 

treasury bills and commercial papers. 

Over-the-counter trading is done in the money market 

and it is a wholesale process. It is used by the 

participants as a way of borrowing and lending for the 

short term. 
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Description: Money market consists of negotiable 

instruments such as treasury bills, commercial papers. 

and certificates of deposit. It is used by many 

participants, including companies, to raise funds by 

selling commercial papers in the market. Money market 

is considered a safe place to invest due to the high 

liquidity of securities. 

It has certain risks which investors should be aware of, 

one of them being default on securities such as 

commercial papers. Money market consists of various 

financial institutions and dealers, who seek to borrow or 

loan securities. It is the best source to invest in liquid 

assets. 

The money market is an unregulated and informal 

market and not structured like the capital markets, 

where things are organised in a formal way. Money 

market gives lesser return to investors who invest in it 

but provides a variety of products. 

Withdrawing money from the money market is easier. 

Money markets are different from capital markets as 

they are for a shorter period of time while capital 

markets are used for longer time periods. 

Meanwhile, a mortgage lender can create protection 

against a fallout risk by entering an agreement with an 

agency or private conduit for operational, rather than 

mandatory, delivery of the mortgage. In such an 

agreement, the mortgage originator effectively buys an 

option, which gives the lender the right, but not the 

obligation, to deliver the mortgage. Against that, the 

private conduit charges a fee for allowing optional 

delivery. 

 

42.  With reference to Hybrid Vehicles, consider 

the following statements: 

1. A hybrid vehicle uses two or more 

distinct types of power, such as 

internal combustion engine plus 
electric motor 

2. The hybrid vehicle typically achieves 

greater fuel economy and lower 

emissions than conventional internal 

combustion engine vehicles (ICEVs) 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution: c) 

Insights Prelims Tests 2017, Test 31, Q 7 

A hybrid vehicle uses two or more distinct types of 

power, such as internal combustion engine plus electric 

motor, e.g. in diesel-electric trains using diesel engines 

and electricity from overhead lines, and submarines 

that use diesels when surfaced and batteries when 

submerged. Other means to store energy include 

pressurized fluid in hydraulic hybrids. 

The hybrid vehicle typically achieves greater fuel 

economy and lower emissions than conventional 

internal combustion engine vehicles (ICEVs), resulting in 

fewer emissions being generated. These savings are 

primarily achieved by three elements of a typical hybrid 

design. 

Relying on both the engine and the electric motors for 

peak power needs, resulting in a smaller engine size 

more for average usage rather than peak power usage. 

A smaller engine can have less internal losses and lower 

weight. 

Having significant battery storage capacity to store and 

reuse recaptured energy, especially in stop-and-go 

traffic typical of the city driving cycle. 

Recapturing significant amounts of energy during 

braking that are normally wasted as heat. This 

regenerative braking reduces vehicle speed by 

converting some of its kinetic energy into electricity, 

depending upon the power rating of the 

motor/generator 

 

43.  With reference to recent WannaCry 

ransomware attack, consider the following 

statements: 

1. WannaCry is a cryptoworm 

2. It targeted computers running the 

JAVA programs 

3. It encrypted user data and demanded 

ransom payments to be made 

through PayPal 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 1 and 2 Only 

(c) 2 and 3 Only 

(d) 1,2 and 3 
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Solution: a) 

Insights Prelims Tests 2017, Test 31, Q 8 

The WannaCry ransomware attack was a worldwide 

cyberattack by the WannaCry  ransomware 

cryptoworm, which targeted computers running the 

Microsoft Windows operating system by encrypting 

data and demanding ransom payments in the Bitcoin 

cryptocurrency. 

 

44.  With reference to powers of Governors of 

States, consider the following statements: 

1. The Governor appoints members of 
the Council of Ministers and 

distributes portfolios to them on the 

advice of the chief minister 

2. When no party gets a clear majority, 

the governor can use his discretion in 

the selection of chief ministerial 
candidate to prove the majority as 

soon as possible 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: c) 

Insights Prelims Tests 2017, Test 31, Q 10 

The Constitution vests in the governor all the executive 

powers of the state government. The governor appoints 

the chief minister, who enjoys the support of the 

majority in the Legislative Assembly. The governor also 

appoints the other members of the Council of Ministers 

and distributes portfolios to them on the advice of the 

chief minister. 

Discretionary powers: 

The governor can use these powers: When no party 

gets a clear majority, the governor can use his discretion 

in the selection of chief ministerial candidate to prove 

the majority as soon as possible. He submits reports on 

his own to the president or on the direction of the 

president regarding the affairs of the state. He can 

withhold his assent to a bill and send it to the president 

for his approval. During an emergency rule per Article 

353, governor can override the advice of the council of 

ministers if specifically permitted by the president only. 

45.  With reference to stagflation, consider the 

following statements: 

1. During stagflation, there is low 
inflation and declining GDP growth 

2. During stagflation, there is high 

unemployment 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: b) 

Insights Prelims Tests 2017, Test 31, Q 17 

A condition of slow economic growth and relatively high 

unemployment – economic stagnation – accompanied 

by rising prices, or inflation, or inflation and a decline in 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Stagflation is an 

economic problem defined in equal parts by its rarity 

and by the lack of consensus among academics on how 

exactly it comes to pass. 

 

46.  Siachen Glacier is located in 

(a) The Northern parts of Zanskar Range 

(b) The eastern Karakoram range in the 

Himalayas 

(c) The Ladakh Range 

(d) None of the above 

 

Solution: b) 

Insights Prelims Tests 2017, Test 31, Q 18 

The Siachen Glacier is a glacier located in the eastern 

Karakoram range in the Himalayas at about 

35.421226°N 77.109540°E, just northeast of the point 

NJ9842 where the Line of Control between India and 

Pakistan ends.  At 76 km (47 mi) long, it is the longest 

glacier in the Karakoram and second-longest in the 

world’s non-polar areas. It falls from an altitude of 5,753 

m (18,875 ft) above sea level at its head at Indira Col on 

the China border down to 3,620 m (11,875 ft) at its 

terminus. The entire Siachen Glacier, with all major 

passes, is currently under the administration of India 

since 1984. Pakistan controls the region west of Saltoro 
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Ridge with Pakistani posts located 3,000 ft below 100 

Indian posts on Saltoro Ridge. 

 

47.  Which committee was formed by the British 

to valuate political terrorism in India and 

suggest measures to curb the same? 

(a) Butler Committee 

(b) Rowlatt Committee 

(c) Muddiman Committee 

(d) Hurtog Committee 

 

Solution: b) 

Insights Prelims Tests 2017, Test 31, Q 24 

It was instituted towards the end of World War I when 

the Indian Revolutionary movement had been especially 

active and had achieved considerable success. 

• The purpose was to evaluate political terrorism in 

India, especially Bengal and Punjab, its impact, and 

the links with the German government and the 

Bolsheviks in Russia. 

• These movements even received support from 

Germany which planned to destabilise British India. 

• The Rowlatt committee recommended extending 

the Defence of India Act (as the Rowlatt act) to 

thwart any possible revival of the organizations like 

Samiti in Bengal and the Ghadarite movement in 

Punjab. 

• The Defence of India Act 1915 was an emergency 

criminal law with the intention of curtailing the 

nationalist and revolutionary activities during and 

in the aftermath of the First World War. 

 

48.  With reference to Integrated Child 
Development Scheme (ICDS), consider the 

following statements: 

1. This programme is meant for 

children between 6 to 14 years of age 

and their mothers 

2. ICDS services are provided from 
Anganwadi centres 

3. One of the objectives of ICDS is to 

combat gender inequality 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 Only 

(b) 2 and 3 Only 

(c) 1 Only 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

 

Solution: b) 

Insights Prelims Tests 2017, Test 31, Q 35 

Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) is an 

Indian government welfare programme which provides 

food, preschool education, and primary healthcare to 

children under 6 years of age and their mothers. These 

services are provided from Anganwadi centres 

established mainly in rural areas and staffed with 

frontline workers. In addition to fighting malnutrition 

and ill health, the programme is also intended to 

combat gender inequality by providing girls the same 

resources as boys. A 2005 study found that the ICDS 

programme was not particularly effective in reducing 

malnutrition, largely because of implementation 

problems and because the poorest states had received 

the least coverage and funding. During the 2012–13 

fiscal year, the Indian central government spent ₹159 

billion (US$2.5 billion) on the programme. The 

widespread network of ICDS has an important role in 

combating malnutrition especially for children of 

weaker groups 

 

49.  With reference to the Permanent Settlement 

System of 1793, consider the following 

statements: 

1. It was an agreement between the 

East India Company and Bengali 

landlords 

2. Under this system, revenues were 

collected by Zamindars 

3. This system did not spread beyond 

Bengal and Bihar regions 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 1 and 2 Only 

(c) 2 and 3 Only 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

 

Solution: b) 

Insights Prelims Tests 2017, Test 31, Q 44 
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The Permanent Settlement, also known as the 

Permanent Settlement of Bengal, was an agreement 

between the East India Company and Bengali landlords 

to fix revenues to be raised from land, with far-reaching 

consequences for both agricultural methods and 

productivity in the entire Empire and the political 

realities of the Indian countryside. 

It was concluded in 1793 by the Company 

administration headed by Charles, Earl Cornwallis, also 

known as Lord Cornwallis. It formed one part of a larger 

body of legislation enacted, known as the Cornwallis 

Code. The Cornwallis Code of 1793 divided the East 

India Company’s service personnel into three branches: 

revenue, judicial, and commercial. Revenues were 

collected by Zamindars, native Indians who were 

treated as landowners. This division created an Indian 

landed class that supported British authority. 

Permanent Settlement introduced first in Bengal and 

Bihar; and then to North district of Madras and district 

of Varanasi. 

The system eventually spread all over Northern India by 

a series of regulations dated 1 May 1793. These 

regulations remained in place until the Charter Act of 

1833 

 

50.  With reference to the Inter-State River 

Water Disputes (Amendment) Bill, 2017, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It seeks to set up a single permanent 

Tribunal to adjudicate all inter-State 

river water disputes 

2. As per the present version of the bill, 

the decision of the Tribunal shall be 

final and binding with no 

requirement of publication in the 

official Gazette 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: c) 

Insights Prelims Tests 2017, Test 31, Q 56 

The permanent tribunal will have retired Supreme Court 

judge as its chairperson. 

The amendment also proposes to set up Dispute 

Resolution Committee (DRC). 

The DRC, comprising experts and policy-makers, is 

proposed to handle disputes prior to the Tribunal. 

The government has also proposed to float some 

Benches by amending the Inter-State Water Disputes 

Act, 1956. 

The benches will look into disputes as and when 

required and will cease to exist once the disputes are 

resolved. 

The total time period for adjudication of dispute has 

been fixed at maximum of four and half years. 

As per the present version of the bill, the decision of the 

Tribunal shall be final and binding with no requirement 

of publication in the official Gazette. 

  

51.  With reference to the 42nd Amendment to 

the Constitution, consider the following 

statements: 

1. It was enacted during the Emergency 

between 1975-1977 

2. This amendment attempted to reduce 
the power of the Supreme Court and 

High Courts to pronounce upon the 

constitutional validity of laws 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: c) 

Insights Prelims Tests 2017, Test 31, Q 62 

The Forty-second Amendment of the Constitution of 

India, officially known as The Constitution (Forty-second 

amendment) Act, 1976, was enacted during the 

Emergency (25 June 1975 – 21 March 1977) by the 

Indian National Congress government headed by Indira 

Gandhi. Most provisions of the amendment came into 

effect on 3 January 1977, others were enforced from 1 

February and Section 27 came into force on 1 April 1977. 

The 42nd Amendment is regarded as the most 

controversial constitutional amendment in Indian 

history. It attempted to reduce the power of the 
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Supreme Court and High Courts to pronounce upon the 

constitutional validity of laws. It laid down the 

Fundamental Duties of Indian citizens to the nation. 

 

52.  With reference to the Gandhi–Irwin Pact, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It was signed before the second 

Round Table Conference in London 

2. It was enacted in view to discontinue 

the Civil Disobedience Movement and 

change salt laws 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: c) 

It was signed before the second Round Table 

Conference in London. Before this, the viceroy Lord 

Irwin announced in 1929, a vague offer of ‘dominion 

status’ for India in an unspecified future and a Round 

Table Conference to discuss a future constitution. 

The proposed conditions under the pact were: 

Discontinuation of the civil disobedience movement by 

the Indian National Congress 

Participation by the Indian National Congress in the 

Round Table Conference 

Withdrawal of all ordinances issued by the British 

Government imposing curbs on the activities of the 

Indian National Congress 

Withdrawal of all prosecutions relating to several types 

of offenses except those involving violence 

Release of prisoners arrested for participating in the civil 

disobedience movement 

Removal of the tax on salt, which allowed the Indians to 

produce, trade, and sell salt legally and for their own 

private use 

 

 

 

53.  The railways has started giving accident 

insurance to such passengers who book 

their tickets through online mode.  

Consider the following with reference to it. 

1. Citizens of foreign countries are not 

eligible for this scheme. 

2. Presently, an insurance premium of 

ten rupees is charged by the railways 

per ticket. 

3. Such insurance is to be readily 

provided at no additional cost for 

children below five years of age. 

4. The insurance coverage is uniform 

for all cases of injury and death being 
pegged at one lakh rupees. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: c 

Statement 1: The scheme is applicable only for Indian 

Citizens who book their e-ticket through NGeT Website 

Application only. Citizen of foreign countries are not 

eligible. 

Statement 2: Initially, the premium was Rs. 92 paise per 

passenger inclusive of all taxes, but the scheme is free 

of cost now. 

Statement 3: The travel insurance will not be provided 

for the children below 5 years of age as per rules. 

 

54.  Among all the sectors of the economy, 

which one has grown fastest during the 

2004-05 to 2010-11 high growth phase? 

(a) Agriculture 

(b) Manufacturing 

(c) Mining 

(d) Services 

 

Solution: d 

The agriculture sector has rarely crossed the 4% growth 

mark. So, A can be eliminated. 
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Manufacturing, while performed well (around 8-11%), 

did not grow faster than services which grew at an 

astounding rate of around 10-14% during this period. 

This was a prime reason for the growing sector of 

services in the GDP despite extensive liberalization of 

the manufacturing sector. 

 

55.  Consider the following: 

1. Commonwealth of Nations 

2. BIMSTEC 

3. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 

4. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation   

India is a member of which of the above? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 

Solution: a 

Among major organizations, India is a member of the 

Commonwealth of Nations, the South Asian Association 

for Regional Cooperation, BIMSTEC, the Non Aligned 

Movement, the G20, the G8 5. 

Others include the International Monetary Fund, the 

World Bank, the World Trade Organisation, the United 

Nations, the BRICS, the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

and Missile Technology Control Regime. 

India has recently joined the MTCR, SCO and AIIB. 

 

56.  Communications signals can be sent either 

by analog signals or digital signals. What 

is the benefit of sending signals via digital 
channels? 

1. It can maintain signal quality over 

longer distances than analogue. 

2. It carries lesser information per 

second making it less vulnerable to 
hacking. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None 

 

Solution: a 

For an analog signal, the signal is varied continuously 

with respect to the information. In a digital signal, the 

information is encoded as a set of discrete values (for 

example, a set of ones and zeros). 

Statement 1: During the propagation and reception, the 

information contained in analog signals will inevitably 

be degraded by undesirable physical noise. 

Statement 2: Digital signals carry more information per 

second than analogue signals. This is the same whether 

optical fibres, cables or radio waves are used. 

 

57.  In context of World History, what was 
referred to as “Iron Curtain”? 

(a) Economic growth of iron ore rich and 

iron ore poor nations 

(b) Development divide between 

colonized and colonizer nations 

(c) Contrast in the progress of Industrial 
revolution in the East and West 

(d) Boundary that divided communist 

and capitalist states in Europe  

 

Solution: d 

The term Iron Curtain refers to the boundary that 

divided Europe in the west and the Soviet Union and its 

Communist one-party states in the east. 

The division began at the end of World War Two in 1945 

and lasted until the fall of the USSR in 1989. 

It was a political, military, and ideological barrier 

erected by the Soviet Union; a fall out of the cold war. 

 

58.  Solibacillus ‘Kalamii’ was recently in news 

due to which of the following reason(s)? 

(a) It was discovered on the 

International Space Station (ISS). 

(b) It does not have a metabolism of its 
own. 

(c) It was the first bacteria to be found 

on Mars. 

(d) Both (a) and (c) 
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Solution: a 

You can eliminate B as bacteria have metabolism of 

their own. Option C can be eliminated as no live signs of 

life have been found on Mars. 

Researchers found that the bacteria remained on board 

the International Space Station for 40 months. The new 

organism is found only on the ISS and has not been 

found anywhere on the earth. 

It was named by NASA Solibacillus kalamii to honour the 

late former president of India Dr A P J Abdul Kalam. 

 

59.  Consider the following statements. 

1. Vitamins in food can be destroyed 

during processing and cooking of 

food. 

2. Amino acids in proteins can be 
damaged by excessive heating. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None 

 

Solution: c 

Statement 1: The nutrient value of food is almost always 

altered by the kind of processing it undergoes. 

Water-soluble vitamins (B-group and C) are more 

unstable than fat-soluble vitamins (K, A, D and E) during 

food processing and storage. 

Statement 2: While cooking destroys some essential 

amino acids foods contain, some lost in cooking may not 

totally degrade, but rather be leached into the cooking 

liquid. 

Amino acids are the building blocks of protein that help 

form muscles and other body tissue. 

 

60.  The Khilafat movement collapsed by 1922 
when 

(a) Congress signed the Lucknow pact 

with the Muslim league 

(b) The idea of a separate nation 

Pakistan was mooted 

(c) The British announced separate 

electorates for the Muslims 

(d) The Caliphate was abolished 

 

Solution: d 

All other events in Options A, B and C happened either 

before the Khilafat or much after it. So, they can be 

eliminated. 

• Khilafat was a political protest campaign launched 

by Muslims of British Raj to influence the British 

government not to abolish the Ottoman Caliphate. 

• The movement occurred simultaneously with the 

Non-cooperation movement and were focused on 

increasing Hindu Muslim unity. 

• The movement collapsed by late 1922 when Turkey 

gained a more favorable diplomatic position and 

moved toward secularism. 

• By 1924 Turkey simply abolished the roles of Sultan 

and Caliph. 

 

61.  Which of the following is wrong about 

teachings of Mahavira? 

(a) Men and women who wished to know 

the truth must leave their homes 

(b) There were several forms of Prakrit, 

used in different parts of the country, 

and named after the regions in which 
they were used. 

(c) Jainism was supported mainly by 

traders. Farmers, who had to kill 

insects to protect their crops, found 

it more difficult to follow the rules. 

(d) None 

  

Solution: d) 

All three statements are teachings of Mahavira 

 

62.  Consider the following statements about 

Neolithic sites of India 

1. Burzhom in J&K is one of the 
Neolithic sites 

2. Neolithic sites were absent in south 

India 
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Which of the above statement is/ are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None 

  

Solution: b) 

They were present in Hallur and Paiyampalli 

 

63.  Consider the following statements on 

samanta rulers in ancient and medieval 

India, 

1. They were expected to bring gifts for 

their kings or overlords, be present at 

their courts and provide them with 
military support 

2. The institution is closely associated 

with the origin and growth of 

feudalism in India. 

3. As samantas gained power and 
wealth, they declared themselves to 

be Mahamandaleshwara 

Which of the statements above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: d) 

Samanta was a title and position used by the Indian 

nobility. The institution of Samanta finds mention for 

the first time in epigraphs of northern India dating to the 

6th century. The institution is considered to belong 

properly to the Gupta Empire and is closely associated 

with the origin and growth of feudalism in India. 

 

64.  Vetti and Kadamai, whose reference was 

found on Chola inscriptions are, 

(a) Dance forms 

(b) Kind of taxes 

(c) Famous artists 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: b) 

The inscriptions of the Cholas who ruled in Tamil Nadu 

refer to more than 400 terms for different kinds of 

taxes. The most frequently mentioned tax is vetti, taken 

not in cash but in the form of forced labour, and 

kadamai, or land revenue. There were also taxes on 

thatching the house, the use of a ladder to climb palm 

trees, a cess on succession to family property, etc. 

 

65.  Consider the following statements about 

Rigveda, 

1. The oldest Veda is the Rigveda, 

composed about 3500 years ago. 

2. The Rigveda includes more than a 

thousand hymns, called sukta or 

“well-said”. These hymns are in 

praise of various gods and goddesses. 

Which of the above statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c 

 

66.  Ostriches were found in India during 

Paleolithic age. Which site holds the proof 
of that? 

(a) Patne 

(b) Deojali hading 

(c) Burzhom 

(d) None 

  

Solution: a) 

Large quantities of ostrich egg shells found here gives 

the evidence that Ostriches lived in India during the 

Palaeolithic period. Designs were engraved on some 

pieces, while beads were also made out of these eggs. 

 

67.  Which of the following is wrong about 

Upanishads? 

(a) Upanishad literally means 

‘approaching and sitting near’ 
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(b) The texts contain conversations 

between teachers and students. 

(c) These were part of the early Vedic 
texts 

(d) None 

  

Solution: c) 

These were part of the Later Vedic texts. 

 

68.  Consider the following statements about 
Buddha 

1. The Stupa at Bodh Gaya was built to 

mark the place where the Buddha 

first taught his message. 

2. The Buddha taught that life is full of 

suffering and unhappiness. 

Which of the above statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: b) 

The stupa at Saranath was built to mark the place where 

the Buddha first taught his message. 

 

69.  Consider the following statements about 
Painted Grey Ware 

1. These potteries were extremely fine to 

touch, with a nice, smooth surface. 

2. Janapadas, such as Purana Qila in 

Delhi, Hastinapur near Meerut, and 
Atranjikhera, near Etah (the last two 

are in Uttar Pradesh) have the 

remains Painted Grey Ware 

Which of the above statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None 

  

Solution: c) 

Painted Grey Ware. Plates and bowls are the most 

common vessels made out of Painted Grey Ware. These 

are extremely fine to touch, with a nice, smooth surface. 

Perhaps these were used on special occasions, for 

important people, and to serve special food. People in 

Janapadas made earthen pots. Some of these were grey 

in colour, others were red. One special type of pottery 

found at these sites is known as Painted Grey Ware. As 

is obvious from the name, these grey pots had painted 

designs, usually simple lines and geometric patterns 

 

70.  Consider the following statements on 

miniature paintings 

1. Miniature paintings were sometimes 

used to illustrate the texts of 

manuscripts 

2. The most notable traditions of 

miniature painting in India are the 

Mughal, Rajasthani, Pahari and 

Deccani courts. 

Which of the statements above is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Answer: c) 

The earliest surviving miniature paintings are on palm 

leaves from the 10th century and on paper from the 

14th century. The images accompanied texts in religious 

manuscripts and illustrations of mythological epics. 

With the advent of the Mughals in the mid 16th century, 

the subjects of miniature paintings included portraits, 

court scenes, flora and fauna. In the Rajput (in 

Rajasthan) and Pahari (in the Punjab hills) courts, the 

paintings continued to bring to life poetry, age old 

legends, religious mythology and the moods of love and 

changing seasons. The emphasis lay on the creation of a 

mood and the communication of bhava (emotion) 

through a rich and lyrical style. Artists worked together 

inkarkhanas (workshops) often working together on a 

single painting; some specialising in composition and 

drawing while others were master colourists. The most 

notable traditions of miniature painting in India are the 

Mughal, Rajasthani, Pahari and Deccani courts. 
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71.  Consider the following statements 

1. Lord Hastings, Governor General of 

India during 1813-23, initiated a new 
policy of “paramountcy”. Now the 

Company claimed that its authority 

was paramount or supreme, hence 

its power was greater than that of 

Indian states. 

2. Rani Channamma of Kitoor 
(Karnataka) took to arms against this 

policy and led an anti-British 

resistance movement 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

Lord Hastings, Governor General of India between 1813 

– 1823, initiated a new policy of “paramountcy”. Now 

the Company claimed that its authority was paramount 

or supreme, hence its power was greater than that of 

Indian states. In order to protect its interests it was 

justified in annexing or threatening to annex any Indian 

kingdom. This view continued to guide later British 

policies as well. This process, however, did not go 

unchallenged. For example, when the British tried to 

annex the small state of Kitoor (in Karnataka today), 

Rani Channamma took to arms and led an anti-British 

resistance movement. She was arrested in 1824 and 

died in prison in 1829. But Rayanna, a poor chowkidar 

of Sangoli in Kitoor, carried on the resistance. With 

popular support he destroyed many British camps and 

records. He was caught and hanged by the British in 

1830. 

 

72.  Consider the following statements about 

James Mill, 

1. Suggested that the British should 

conquer all the territories in India to 

ensure the enlightenment and 

happiness of the Indian people. 

2. Mill thought that all Asian societies 
were at a lower level of civilization 

than Europe. 

3. He published a massive threevolume 

work, A History of British India in 

which he divided Indian history into 

three periods – Hindu, Muslim and 

British. 

Which of the above statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) None 

  

Solution: c 

In 1817, James Mill, a Scottish economist and political 

philosopher, published a massive threevolume work, A 

History of British India. In this he divided Indian history 

into three periods – Hindu, Muslim and British. This 

periodisation came to be widely accepted. Mill thought 

that all Asian societies were at a lower level of 

civilisation than Europe. According to his telling of 

history, before the British came to India, Hindu and 

Muslim despots ruled the country. Religious 

intolerance, caste taboos and superstitious practices 

dominated social life. British rule, Mill felt, could civilise 

India. To do this it was necessary to introduce European 

manners, arts, institutions and laws in India. Mill, in fact, 

suggested that the British should conquer all the 

territories in India to ensure the enlightenment and 

happiness of the Indian people. For India was not 

capable of progress without British help. 

 

73.  Which of the following not correct about 

East India Company at 1600 

(a) In 1600, the East India Company 

acquired a charter from the ruler of 

England 

(b) No other trading group in England 

could compete with the East India 

Company 

(c) The Company did not have to fear 

competition from other English 

trading companies 

(d) None of them 

  

Solution: d) 

In 1600, the East India Company acquired a charter from 

the ruler of England, Queen Elizabeth I, granting it the 

sole right to trade with the East. This meant that no 

other trading group in England could compete with the 

East India Company. With this charter the Company 
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could venture across the oceans, looking for new lands 

from which it could buy goods at a cheap price, and 

carry them back to Europe to sell at higher prices. The 

Company did not have to fear competition from other 

English trading companies. Mercantile trading 

companies in those days made profit primarily by 

excluding competition, so that they could buy cheap and 

sell dear. The royal charter, however, could not prevent 

other European powers from entering the Eastern 

markets By the time the first English ships sailed down 

the west coast of Africa, round the Cape of Good Hope, 

and crossed the Indian Ocean, the Portuguese had 

already established their presence in the western coast 

of India, and had their base in Goa. In fact, it was Vasco 

da Gama, a Portuguese explorer, who had discovered 

this sea route to India in 1498. By the early seventeenth 

century, the Dutch too were exploring the possibilities 

of trade in the Indian Ocean. Soon the French traders 

arrived on the scene. The problem was that all the 

companies were interested in buying the same things. 

The fine qualities of cotton and silk produced in India 

had a big market in Europe. Pepper, cloves, cardamom 

and cinnamon too were in great demand. Competition 

amongst the European companies inevitably pushed up 

the prices at which these goods could be purchased, and 

this reduced the profits that could be earned. The only 

way the trading companies could flourish was by 

eliminating rival competitors. The urge to secure 

markets therefore led to fierce battles between the 

trading companies. Through the seventeenth and 

eighteenth centuries they regularly sank each other’s 

ships, blockaded routes, and prevented rival ships from 

moving with supplies of goods. Trade was carried on 

with arms and trading posts were protected through 

fortification. This effort to fortify settlements and carry 

on profitable trade also led to intense conflict with local 

rulers. The company therefore found it difficult to 

separate trade from politics 

 

74.  Consider the following statements about 

indigo cultivation. 

1. There were two main systems of 

indigo cultivation – nij and ryoti 

2. Under nij system, farmers found it 

easy to cultivate and expand their 

cultivation 

Which of the above statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution : a 

How was indigo cultivated? 

There were two main systems of indigo cultivation – nij 

and ryoti. Within the system of nij cultivation, the 

planter produced indigo in lands that he directly 

controlled. He either bought the land or rented it from 

other zamindars and produced indigo by directly 

employing hired labourers. 

The problem with nij cultivation 

The planters found it difficult to expand the area under 

nij cultivation. Indigo could be cultivated only on fertile 

lands, and these were all already densely populated. 

Only small plots scattered over the landscape could be 

acquired. Planters needed large areas in compact blocks 

to cultivate indigo in plantations. 

Where could they get such land from? 

They attempted to lease in the land around the indigo 

factory, and evict the peasants from the area. But this 

always led to conflicts and tension 

 

75.  Consider the following statements about 

The Doctrine of Lapse 

1. This was the final wave of 

annexations, occurred under Lord 

Dalhousie who was the Governor 

General from 1848 to 1856. 

2. The doctrine declared that if an 
Indian ruler died without a male heir 

his kingdom would “lapse”, that is, 

becomes part of neighboring 

territory. 

Which of the above statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: a 

The Doctrine of Lapse – The final wave of annexations 

occurred under Lord Dalhousie who was the Governor-

General from 1848 to 1856. He devised a policy that 
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came to be known as the Doctrine of Lapse. The 

doctrine declared that if an Indian ruler died without a 

male heir his kingdom would “lapse”, that is, become 

part of Company territory. One kingdom after another 

was annexed simply by applying this doctrine: Satara 

(1848), Sambalpur (1850), Udaipur (1852), Nagpur 

(1853) and Jhansi (1854). 

 

76.  Consider the following statements: 

1. Members of the Constituent 

Assembly of India held the same 
views on all provisions of the 

Constitution. 

2. A country that has a constitution 

must be a democracy. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None 

  

Solution (d) 

The different members had different views on different 

points, but ultimately they resolved their differences. All 

countries that have a constitution are not necessarily 

democratic but all countries which are democratic must 

have their constitutions. 

 

77.  Consider the following statements about 

“subsidiary alliance” 

1. Indian rulers were not allowed to 

have their independent armed forces. 

2. If the Indian rulers failed to make the 

payment, then part of their territory 

was taken away as penalty. 

Which of the above statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c 

After the Battle of Buxar (1764), the Company 

appointed Residents in Indian states. They were political 

or commercial agents and their job was to serve and 

further the interests of the Company. Through the 

Residents, the Company officials began interfering in 

the internal affairs of Indian states. They tried to decide 

who was to be the successor to the throne, and who was 

to be appointed in administrative posts. Sometimes the 

Company forced the states into a “subsidiary alliance”. 

According to the terms of this alliance, Indian rulers 

were not allowed to have their independent armed 

forces. They were to be protected by the Company, but 

had to pay for the “subsidiary forces” that the Company 

was supposed to maintain for the purpose of this 

protection. If the Indian rulers failed to make the 

payment, then part of their territory was taken away as 

penalty. For example, when Richard Wellesley was 

Governor- General (1798-1805), the Nawab of Awadh 

was forced to give over half of his territory to the 

Company in 1801, as he failed to pay for the “subsidiary 

forces”. Hyderabad was also forced to cede territories 

on similar grounds. 

 

78.  Which of the following measures was not a 
change made after the 1857 revolt by the 

British authorities? 

(a) The land and property of Muslims 

was confiscated on a large scale and 

they were treated with suspicion and 

hostility. 

(b) Policies were made to protect 

landlords and zamindars and give 

them security of rights over their 

lands 

(c) The Governor-General of India was 
given the title of Viceroy, that is, a 

personal representative of the Crown. 

(d) It was decided that the proportion of 

Indian soldiers along with the 

number of European soldiers would 

be increased in the army 

  

Solution: d) 

Given below are the important changes that were 

introduced by the British. 

1. The British Parliament passed a new Act in 1858 and 

transferred the powers of the East India Company 

to the British Crown in order to ensure a more 

responsible management of Indian affairs. A 

member of the British Cabinet was appointed 
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Secretary of State for India and made responsible 

for all matters related to the governance of India. 

He was given a council to advise him, called the 

India Council. The Governor-General of India was 

given the title of Viceroy, that is, a personal 

representative of the Crown. Through these 

measures the British government accepted direct 

responsibility for ruling India. 

2. All ruling chiefs of the country were assured that 

their territory would never be annexed in future. 

They were allowed to pass on their kingdoms to 

their heirs, including adopted sons. However, they 

were made to acknowledge the British Queen as 

their Sovereign Paramount. Thus the Indian rulers 

were to hold their kingdoms as subordinates of the 

British Crown. 

3. It was decided that the proportion of Indian soldiers 

in the army would be reduced and the number of 

European soldiers would be increased. It was also 

decided that instead of recruiting soldiers from 

Awadh, Bihar, central India and south India, more 

soldiers would be recruited from among the 

Gurkhas, Sikhs and Pathans. 

4. The land and property of Muslims was confiscated 

on a large scale and they were treated with 

suspicion and hostility. The British believed that 

they were responsible for the rebellion in a big way. 

5. The British decided to respect the customary 

religious and social practices of the people in India. 

 

79.  The East India company found it difficult to 

separate trade from politics. Because, 

1. Though the Royal Charter granted 

the company the sole right to trade 

with the East, it could not prevent 

other European powers from entering 

the Eastern markets. 

2. Competition amongst the European 

companies inevitably pushed up the 

prices at which these goods could be 

purchased, and this reduced the 

profits that could be earned. 

3. The urge to secure markets therefore 
led to fierce battles between the 

trading companies 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 Only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

  

Solution: d 

In 1600, the East India Company acquired a charter from 

the ruler of England, Queen Elizabeth I, granting it the 

sole right to trade with the East. This meant that no 

other trading group in England could compete with the 

East India Company. With this charter the Company 

could venture across the oceans, looking for new lands 

from which it could buy goods at a cheap price, and 

carry them back to Europe to sell at higher prices. The 

Company did not have to fear competition from other 

English trading companies. Mercantile trading 

companies in those days made profit primarily by 

excluding competition, so that they could buy cheap and 

sell dear. The royal charter, however, could not prevent 

other European powers from entering the Eastern 

markets. By the time the first English ships sailed down 

the west coast of Africa, round the Cape of Good Hope, 

and crossed the Indian Ocean, the Portuguese had 

already established their presence in the western coast 

of India, and had their base in Goa. In fact, it was Vasco 

da Gama, a Portuguese explorer, who had discovered 

this sea route to India in 1498. By the early seventeenth 

century, the Dutch too were exploring the possibilities 

of trade in the Indian Ocean. Soon the French traders 

arrived on the scene. The problem was that all the 

companies were interested in buying the same things. 

The fine qualities of cotton and silk produced in India 

had a big market in Europe. Pepper, cloves, cardamom 

and cinnamon too were in great demand. Competition 

amongst the European companies inevitably pushed up 

the prices at which these goods could be purchased, and 

this reduced the profits that could be earned. The only 

way the trading companies could flourish was by 

eliminating rival competitors. The urge to secure 

markets therefore led to fierce battles between the 

trading companies. Through the seventeenth and 

eighteenth centuries they regularly sank each other’s 

ships, blockaded routes, and prevented rival ships from 

moving with supplies of goods. Trade was carried on 

with arms and trading posts were protected through 

fortification. This effort to fortify settlements and carry 

on profitable trade also led to intense conflict with local 

rulers. The company therefore found it difficult to 

separate trade from politics. 
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80.  With reference to the consequences of 

granting Diwani of Bengal to the East India 

Company, consider the following 
statements 

1. The outflow of gold from Britain 

increased after the Battle of Plassey, 

and it increased more after the 

assumption of Diwani 

2. The new revenues could be used to 
purchase cotton and silk textiles in 

India, maintain Company troops, 

and meet the cost of building the 

Company fort and offices at Calcutta 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b) 

Finally, in 1765 the Mughal emperor appointed the 

Company as the Diwan of the provinces of Bengal. The 

Diwani allowed the Company to use the vast revenue 

resources of Bengal. This solved a major problem that 

the Company had earlier faced. From the early 

eighteenth century its trade with India had expanded. 

But it had to buy most of the goods in India with gold 

and silver imported from Britain. This was because at 

this time Britain had no goods to sell in India. The 

outflow of gold from Britain slowed after the Battle of 

Plassey, and entirely stopped after the assumption of 

Diwani. Now revenues from India could finance 

Company expenses. These revenues could be used to 

purchase cotton and silk textiles in India, maintain 

Company troops, and meet the cost of building the 

Company fort and offices at Calcutta. 

 

81.  Consider the following statements about 

the Harappan Civilization: 

1. The Harappan seals which contained 

animal motifs and signs, most of 

them, were made of fine quality 

metals. 

2. The evidences show that Rice was the 
main food grain consumed by the 

people. 

 

Which of the above statement/s is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: d) 

Explanation: The Harappan seal is possibly the most 

distinctive artefact of the Harappan or Indus valley 

civilisation. Made of a stone called steatite, seals like 

this one often contain animal motifs and signs from a 

script that remains undeciphered. Metals were used in 

other artefacts, but for seals special clay was frequently 

used. Archaeologists have been able to reconstruct 

dietary practices from finds of charred grains and seeds. 

These are studied by archaeo-botanists, who are 

specialists in ancient plant remains. Grains found at 

Harappan sites include wheat, barley, lentil, chickpea 

and sesame. Millets are found from sites in Gujarat. 

Finds of rice are relatively rare. 

Reference: Page No. 1,2 and 3 (THEMES IN INDIAN 

HISTORY PART I) 

 

82.  Consider the following statements about 

Jainism: 

1. Vardhamana, who came to be known 
as Mahavira, founded Jainism in the 

sixth century BCE. 

2. According to Jaina teachings, the 

cycle of birth and rebirth is shaped 

through karma. 

3. Jaina scholars produced a wealth of 
literature in a variety of languages 

including Tamil. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution c) 

The basic philosophy of the Jainas was already in 

existence in north India before the birth of Vardhamana, 

who came to be known as Mahavira, in the sixth century 

BCE. Jaina scholars produced a wealth of literature in a 
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variety of languages – Prakrit, Sanskrit and Tamil. 

According to Jaina teachings, the cycle of birth and 

rebirth is shaped through karma. Asceticism and 

penance are required to free oneself from the cycle of 

karma. 

 

83.  Consider the following statements about 

Purusha sukta: 

1. Purushasukta is a hymn in the Yajur 

veda 

2. The Brahmanas cited Purushasukta 
to justify their dominance and 

superiority in the society 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution b) 

Purusha sukta is a hymn in the Rig veda. It describes the 

sacrifice of Purusha, the primeval man. All the elements 

of the universe, including the four social categories, 

were supposed to have emanated from his body: The 

Brahmana was his mouth, of his arms was made the 

Kshatriya. His thighs became the Vaishya, of his feet the 

Shudra was born. 

 

84.  Perhaps the most unique feature of the 

Harappan civilisation was the development 

of urban centres. Consider the following 

statements about Mohenjodaro, the most 

wellknown site: 

1. The settlement is divided into two 

sections, one smaller but higher and 

the other much larger but lower. 

2. The upper section (citadel) was 

walled but the lower section was not 

walled. 

3. The bricks used for construction 

were either sun-dried or baked and 

were of a standardized ratio where 

the length, breadth and height were 

in the ratio 4:2:1 respectively. 

Which of the above statement/s is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution c) 

Explanation: Both the upper and the lower sections 

were walled and separated from each other. 

 

85.  Tamil Nadu witnessed some of the earliest 

Bhakti movements (c. sixth century) which 
were led by the Alvars and Nayanars. 

Consider the following in relation to the 

Bakti movements in the Tamil region: 

1. Alvars were the devotees of Shiva 

while Nayanars were the devotees of 
Vishnu. 

2. The Alvars and Nayanars protested 

against the caste system and the 

dominance of Brahmanas and 

attempted to reform the system. 

3. The Tamil bhakti poets were opposed 
to Buddhism and Jainism. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution b) 

Alvars were the devotees of Vishnu while Nayanars 

were the devotees of Shiva. Some historians suggest 

that the Alvars and Nayanars initiated a movement of 

protest against the caste system and the dominance of 

Brahmanas or at least attempted to reform the system. 

To some extent this is corroborated by the fact that 

bhaktas hailed from diverse social backgrounds ranging 

from Brahmanas to artisans and cultivators and even 

from castes considered “untouchable”. one of the major 

themes in Tamil Bhakti hymns is the poets’ opposition 

to Buddhism and Jainism. This is particularly marked in 

the compositions of the Nayanars. 
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86.  Consider the following features of the urban 

settlements in India before the 20th 

century. 

1. Money was raised for administering 

towns through the systematic annual 

collection of municipal taxes. 

2. Surveys, gathering of statistical data, 

and publishing of various official 

reports was done regularly. 

3. Towns dominated over the rural 

population, thriving on the surplus 

and taxes derived from agriculture. 

Which of the above is/are the features were 

non-existant in the pre-colonial India? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None 

  

Solution a) 

In the colonial India, money was raised for administering 

towns through the systematic annual collection of 

municipal taxes. surveys, gathering of statistical data, 

and publishing of various official reports was done 

regularly. But towns dominated over the rural 

population even in PreColonial times also, thriving on 

the surplus and taxes derived from agriculture. 

 

87.  An insight into the social, economic, 

cultural and political conditions of the past 

are provided by the descriptions and 
accounts of a number of travelers who 

visited the subcontinent. Consider the 

following statements about some of the 

travelers to India: 

1. Al-Biruni who came from Uzbekistan 
in the eleventh century, called Rihla 

in Arabic. 

2. Ibn Battuta who came from Morocco 

in the fourteenth century, wrote 

Kitab-ul-Hind in Arabic. 

3. François Bernier came from France 
in the seventeenth century wrote 

accounts of what he saw, frequently 

comparing what he saw in India with 

the situation in Europe. 

Which of the above is/are incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution a) 

Al-Biruni who came from Uzbekistan in the eleventh 

century, called Kitab-ul-Hind in Arabic. Ibn Battuta who 

came from Morocco in the fourteenth century, wrote 

Rihla in Arabic. 

 

88.  Consider the following statement regarding 

the agricultural technologies of the 

Harappan settlers: 

1. Evidences suggest that different 

crops were grown together. 

2. Oxen were not used for ploughing as 

the bull was not known to them. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution a) 

Representations on seals and terracotta sculpture 

indicate that the bull was known, and archaeologists 

extrapolate from this that oxen were used for 

ploughing. Archaeologists have also found evidence of a 

ploughed field at Kalibangan (Rajasthan), associated 

with Early Harappan levels. The field had two sets of 

furrows at right angles to each other, suggesting that 

two different crops were grown together 

 

89.  Consider the following statements about 

Baba Guru Nanak: 

1. Baba Guru Nanak did not believe in 

Hinduism and Islam and so he 
wished to establish a new religion, 

which he named as Sikhism 

2. He rejected sacrifices, ritual baths, 

image worship, austerities and the 

scriptures. 

3. He defined five symbols: uncut hair, 

a dagger, a pair of shorts, a comb and 

a steel bangle which need to be worn 

by his followers. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 INSIGHTS REVISION TEST-7 PRELIMS 2017 Solutions 

© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 31 www.insightsonindia.com 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

  

Solution b) 

Baba Guru Nanak did not wish to establish a new 

religion, but after his death his followers consolidated 

their own practices and distinguished themselves from 

both Hindus and Muslims. Also he did not give the name 

Sikhism. He rejected sacrifices, ritual baths, image 

worship, austerities and the scriptures of both Hindus 

and Muslims. It was Guru Gobind Singh who defined its 

five symbols: uncut hair, a dagger, a pair of shorts, a 

comb and a steel bangle. 

 

90.  The Sufis were a group of religious minded 

people turned to asceticism and mysticism 
in protest against the growing materialism 

of the Caliphate as a religious and political 

institution. Which of the following about 

Sufism is incorrect? 

(a) The Sufi saints were critical of the 

dogmatic definitions and scholastic 
methods of interpreting the Qur’an 

and sunna (traditions of the Prophet) 

adopted by theologians 

(b) Sufis regarded Prophet Muhammad 

as a perfect human being. 

(c) Sufi silsilas were special rituals of 

initiation in which the devotees took 

an oath of allegiance, wore a patched 

garment, and shaved their hair. 

(d) The Sufis sought an interpretation of 

the Quran on the basis of their 
personal experience 

  

Solution c) 

The word silsila literally means a chain, signifying a 

continuous link between master and disciple, stretching 

as an unbroken spiritual genealogy to the Prophet 

Muhammad. It was through this channel that spiritual 

power and blessings were transmitted to devotees. 

 

91.  Consider the following: 

1. Most Ashokan inscriptions were in 

the Pali language while those in the 

northwest of the subcontinet were in 

Aramaic and Greek. 

2. Most Ashokan inscriptions were 
written in the Brahmi script; 

however, some, in the northwest, 

were written in Kharosthi. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution (b) 

Most Ashokan inscriptions were in the Prakrit language 

 

92.  Arya Samaj was a North Indian Hindu 
reform organisation of the late nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries, particularly 

active in the Punjab. Consider the 

following statements about Arya Samaj: 

1. Arya Samaj was founded by M G 
Ranade in 1875. 

2. It sought to revive Vedic learning and 

combine it with modern education in 

the sciences. 

3. It regards the Vedas as infallible 

4. Arya Samaj professed “Shuddhi” to 
bring back to the Hindu fold those 

who had recently converted to Islam. 

Which of the above is/are incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1 and 4 only 

  

Solution (a) 

Swami Dayananda Saraswati founded of Arya Samaj in 

1875. The Shuddhi professed by Arya Samajists angered 

the muslims. This can also be said to be one of the 

causes of rise of Communalism in India post 1920s 

 

93.  Consider the following statements about 

the Sufi saints: 

1. The Dargah of Shaikh Nizamuddin 
Auliya is located in Delhi. 
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2. The famous Dargah of Ajmer is the 

tomb of Shaikh Muinuddin Sijzi. 

3. Both Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya and 
Shaikh Muinuddin Sijzi belong to the 

Chisti silsila. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution (d) 

Reference: Page No.154 (THEMES IN INDIAN HISTORY 

PART II) 

 

94.  Lord Dalhousie is one of the famous 

Governers-General in India. Consider the 

following statements about Dalhousie: 

1. Lord Dalhousie’s policy of “refrain 

from annexations” creation affection 

towards him among the people. 

2. Dalhousie was a progressive 

Governer-General, he was 

responsible for the introduction of 

post and telegraph system in India. 

3. Dalhousie introduced many 

administrative as well as educational 
reforms during his period in office in 

India as the Governer-General. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution (c) 

Dalhousie followed the policy of Annexation through 

Doctrine of Lapse. Lord Dalhousie’s annexations created 

disaffection in all the areas and principalities that were 

annexed. Also Awadh was annexed under the pretext of 

maladministration. Note: Read in detail about various 

reforms and policies of Dalhousie 

 

95.  Histories of the Gupta rulers have been 

reconstructed from literature, coins and 

inscriptions. Consider the following 

statements about the Gupta rule in India: 

1. The Prayaga Prashasti (also known 
as the Allahabad Pillar Inscription) 

composed by Banabhatta. 

2. Banabhatta, was the court poet of 

Samudragupta. 

3. The Prayaga Prashasti was composed 

in praise of SamudraGupta in Prakrit 
language. 

Which of the above is/are incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution (d) 

The Prayaga Prashasti (also known as the Allahabad 

Pillar Inscription) composed by Harisena. Harisena was 

the court poet of Samudragupta while Banabhatta was 

the court poet of Harshavardhana. The Prayaga 

Prashasti was composed in praise of SamudraGupta in 

Sanskrit. 

 

96.  Consider the following about the The 

Khilafat Movement, (1919-1920) : 

1. The Khilafat Movement was a 

movement of Indian Muslims, led by 

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan. 

2. It demanded that the Turkish Sultan 

or Khalifa must retain control over 
the Muslim sacred places in the 

erstwhile Ottoman Empire. 

3. Mahatma Gandhi supported the 

movement but the congress didn’t 

support it. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

  

Solution (b) 

The Khilafat Movement,(1919-1920) was a movement 

of Indian Muslims, led by Muhammad Ali and Shaukat 

Ali, that demanded the following: The Turkish Sultan or 
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Khalifa must retain control over the Muslim sacred 

places in the erstwhile Ottoman empire; the jazirat-ul-

Arab (Arabia, Syria, Iraq, Palestine) must remain under 

Muslim sovereignty; and the Khalifa must be left with 

sufficient territory to enable him to defend the Islamic 

faith The Congress supported the movement and 

Mahatma Gandhi sought to conjoin it to the Non-

cooperation Movement. Sir Syed Ahmed Khan was an 

Indian Muslim philosopher and social activist of 

nineteenth century India. Sir Syed founded the 

Muhammedan Anglo-Oriental College (Aligarh Muslim 

University) in 1875. 

 

97.  Consider the following statements and 

choose the appropriate option: 

1. Purusha sukta, describes the 

sacrifice of Purusha, the primeval 

man. It says that all the elements of 

the universe, were supposed to have 

emanated from his body. 

2. Purusha sukta is a part of Rigveda. 

3. The rule that Kshatriyas were 

supposed to engage in warfare, 

protect people and administer 

justice, study the Vedas, get 

sacrifices performed, and make gifts 
is given in the Dharmasutras and 

Dharmashastras. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution (d) 

Purusha sukta is a hymn in the Rigveda 

 

98.  Subsidiary Alliance was a system devised 

by Lord Wellesley in 1798. Consider the 
following terms and conditions of the 

system: 

1. The British would be responsible for 

protecting their ally from both the 

external as well as internal threats to 
their power. 

2. The ally could not enter into 

agreements with other rulers or 

engage in warfare. 

3. The British would assist the ally in 

maintaining an armed contingent. 

Which of the above is/are incorrect? 

(a) 3 Only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: (c) 

The British would be responsible for protecting their ally 

from external and internal threats to their power. In the 

territory of the ally, a British armed contingent would be 

stationed and not the contingent of the ally. The ally 

would have to provide the resources for maintaining 

this contingent. The ally could enter into agreements 

with other rulers or engage in warfare only with the 

permission of the British 

 

99.  Consider the following about Virashaivism 

in Karnataka: 

1. Basavanna founded Virashaivism as 

a separate caste within Hinduism. 

2. Virashaivism allowed widow 

remarriage. 

3. Lingayats believe in rebirth after 
death. So they practise funerary rites 

such as cremation 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

  

Solution (b) 

The Lingayats challenged the idea of caste and the 

“pollution” attributed to certain groups by Brahmanas. 

They also questioned the theory of rebirth. These won 

them followers amongst those who were marginalised 

within the Brahmanical social order. The Lingayats also 

encouraged certain practices disapproved in the 

Dharmashastras, such as post-puberty marriage and the 

remarriage of widows. 
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100.  Three Round Table Conferences held 

between 1930-32. Consider the following 

in this regard: 

1. Mahatma Gandhi attended the first 

Round table conference. 

2. He attended only one Round table 

conference out of the three Round 

table conferences held. 

3. He opposed the separate electorates 
for the “Untouchables” in the Round 

table conference he attended. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution (c) 

He attended only the second RTC. At the Round Table 

Conference Mahatma Gandhi stated his arguments 

against separate electorates for the Depressed Classes: 

Separate electorates to the “Untouchables” will ensure 

them bondage in perpetuity. 
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