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1.  In China’s One Belt One Road Initiative, 

1. One Belt refers to a “maritime road” 

which is to connect the South-East 
Asia with the Middle East, Europe 

and the east coast of Africa 

2. One road refers to what was 

historically called the Silk Road, 

stretching from China through 

Central Asia 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: d 

The Belt and Road is a Chinese foreign policy initiative 

promoted by president Xi Jinping in 2013. One belt 

refers to what was historically called the Silk Road, 

stretching from China through Central Asia. It is referred 

as ‘Silk road economic belt’. 

One Road refers to a “maritime road” which is to 

connect the South-East Asia with the Middle East, 

Europe and the east coast of Africa. It is referred as ‘21st 

Century Maritime Silk Road’ 

 

2.  What is the importance of Chabahar port to 

India? 

1. India can bypass Pakistan in 
transporting goods to Afghanistan 

using sea-land route. 

2. It will counter Chinese presence in 

the Arabian Sea at Pakistan’s Jiwani 

port 

Select the correct answer using codes 
below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: a 

It will counter Chinese presence in the Arabian Sea at 

Pakistan’s Gwadar port 

Jiwani is Pakistan’s Naval Base and not a Port. 

Chabahar Port is a seaport in Chabahar located in 

southeastern Iran, on the Gulf of Oman. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chabahar_Port#Iran-

India_partnership  

 

3.  Which of the following statement is/ are 

correct? 

(a) Aadhaar number is given to the 

residents of India including NRIs and 

resident foreign nationals 
irrespective of their citizenship. 

(b) Kids 1 to 5 years of age can apply for 

Aadhaar card whose biometric data 

is collected five years once until they 

turn 15 years of age 

(c) Both a and b 

(d) Neither a nor b 

  

Solution: a 

Children & kids above 1 year of age can apply for 

AADHAAR card. Kids’ biometrics data, such as finger 

prints, keep changing frequently upto 5 years of age. 

Therefore, no biometric data will be collected for kids 

below 5 years’ age. For children below 5 years’ age, the 

AADHAAR card will be linked to their guardian / parents. 

When the child turns 5 years’ age, his/her biometric 

data will be collected and linked to his/her AADHAAR 

card. 

AADHAAR card is available free of cost to all citizen and 

residents of India, including NRIs and resident foreign 

nationals, regardless of their citizenship. The procedure 

and document requirements for NRIs and Foreigners are 

same, as for any other resident of India. If any NRI or a 

Foreigner wish to apply for the AADHAAR card, they 

have to be physically present at any of the AADHAAR 

card center in India. 

 

4.  Consider the following statements 

1. ‘Supercritical’ is a thermodynamic 

expression describing the state of a 

substance where there is no clear 
distinction between solid and liquid 

phase. 

2. Ultra-Mega Power Projects use Super 

Critical Technology with a view to 

achieve higher levels of fuel 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chabahar_Port#Iran-India_partnership
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chabahar_Port#Iran-India_partnership
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efficiency, which results in fuel 

saving and lower green-house gas 

emissions. 

Which of the above statement is/are true? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b 

‘Supercritical’ is a thermodynamic expression 

describing the state of a substance where there is no 

clear distinction between liquid and gaseous phase. 

 

5.  With reference to Finance Bill 2017, 

Consider the following statements 

1. Tax officers can now raid homes 
without having to provide any reason 

for it. 

2. Either Aadhaar card or PAN card can 

be used for filing your income tax 

returns 

3. Threshold limit of cash payments 
brought down from Rs 5 lakhs to Rs 

3 lakhs. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) None of the Above 

  

Solution: a 

You will now need your Aadhaar card for filing your 

income tax returns. It will also be mandatory to link your 

Aadhaar card to your PAN card, or the latter will become 

invalid. 

The Finance Bill, 2017 also brings down the threshold 

limit of cash payments from Rs 3 lakhs to Rs 2 lakhs. 

 

6.  With reference to the exclusive economic 

zone (EEZ), consider the following 

statements: 

1. In an EEZ, a state has special rights 

regarding the exploration and use of 

marine resources, including energy 

production from water and wind 

2. The ocean resources beyond EEZ 
belong to open ocean and any 

country can exploit resources beyond 

EEZ provided it possesses technical 

knowhow 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: a) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 2 

An exclusive economic zone (EEZ) is a sea zone 

prescribed by the United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea over which a state has special rights 

regarding the exploration and use of marine resources, 

including energy production from water and wind. It 

stretches from the baseline out to 200 nautical miles 

(nmi) from its coast. In colloquial usage, the term may 

include the continental shelf. The term does not include 

either the territorial sea or the continental shelf beyond 

the 200 nmi limit. The difference between the territorial 

sea and the exclusive economic zone is that the first 

confers full sovereignty over the waters, whereas the 

second is merely a “sovereign right” which refers to the 

coastal state’s rights below the surface of the sea. 

Regarding statement 2, unless agreed upon by 

international community (through treaties, conventions 

and agreements), no country can exploit resources 

beyond EEZ of its own or other countries’ waters. 

 

7.  Which of the following were the major 

issues that were addressed in the Rio de 
Janeiro Earth Summit 1992? 

1. Growing scarcity of water 

2. Alternative sources of energy 

3. New reliance on public 

transportation systems 

4. Patterns of production — particularly 
the production of toxic components, 

such as lead in gasoline, or 

poisonous waste 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Select the correct answer using codes 

below: 

(a) 1 , 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2 , 3 and 4 

  

Solution: d) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 3 

The issues addressed included: 

 systematic scrutiny of patterns of production — 

particularly the production of toxic components, 

such as lead in gasoline or poisonous waste 

including radioactive chemicals 

 alternative sources of energy to replace the use of 

fossil fuels which delegates linked to global climate 

change 

 new reliance on public transportation systems in 

order to reduce vehicle emissions, congestion in 

cities and the health problems caused by polluted 

air and smoke 

 the growing usage and limited supply of water 

 

8.  With reference to Ladakh, which is often 

called as ‘cold desert’, consider the 

following statements: 

1. As the region is situated in the rain 

shadow of Western Himalaya, it does 

not receive moisture from the 

northwest monsoon 

2. Ladakh, in true sense, is not a desert 

as it is home to diverse flora and 
fauna unlike true deserts 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 4 

Both statements are true. Please read below article (it’s 

short) 

http://www.currentscience.ac.in/Volumes/104/06/068

7.pdf  

 

9.  Small Is Beautiful: A Study of Economics As 

If People Mattered is a collection of essays 

by British economist E. F. Schumacher. It 
is said that the book’s influence has been 

enormous. These essays mainly deal with 

(a) Resources and sustainable 

development 

(b) Financial crisis of 1970s 

(c) Role of financial institutions in 

addressing poverty 

(d) Climate change 

  

Solution: a) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 5 

Small Is Beautiful: A Study of Economics As If People 

Mattered is a collection of essays by British economist 

E. F. Schumacher. The phrase “Small Is Beautiful” came 

from a phrase by his teacher Leopold Kohr. It is often 

used to champion small, appropriate technologies that 

are believed to empower people more, in contrast with 

phrases such as “bigger is better”. 

First published in 1973, Small Is Beautiful brought 

Schumacher’s critiques of Western economics to a 

wider audience during the 1973 energy crisis and 

emergence of globalization. The Times Literary 

Supplement ranked Small Is Beautiful among the 100 

most influential books published since World War II 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2011/n

ov/10/small-is-beautiful-economic-idea  

 

10.  One of the solutions to solve the problem of 

land degradation is to stabilize sand 

dunes. Which of the following steps help in 

stabilization of sand dunes? 

1. Growing thorny bushes 

2. Planting beachgrass 

3. Erecting sand fences at the foot of 

dunes 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.currentscience.ac.in/Volumes/104/06/0687.pdf
http://www.currentscience.ac.in/Volumes/104/06/0687.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2011/nov/10/small-is-beautiful-economic-idea
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2011/nov/10/small-is-beautiful-economic-idea
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Select the correct answer using codes 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: d) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 7 

All 3 are correct. There are many more ways to stabilize 

sand dunes. It’s done pretty seriously in the US. 

http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/swc/shoreline/pages/

duneprotection.aspx  

 

11.  With reference to Alluvial soils in India, 

consider the following statements: 

1. They are also found in parts of 

eastern coastal plains of India 

2. Alluvial soils are fertile because they 

contain adequate proportion of 

potash, lime and phosphoric acid 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 8 

They are found in Godavari, Krishna and Kaveri river 

deltas. 

Second statement is also correct. 

 

12.  Black soil is known for high retention of 

moisture. Why? 

(a) It contains metals such as 

magnesium, iron etc which help in 

establishing strong bond between 
water and themselves 

(b) Black soil’s particle size is fine and 

clay type to which water molecules 

hold tightly 

(c) Black soil contain more pores which 

help hold water molecules 

(d) None of the above 
  

Solution: b) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 8 

Pores (the spaces that exist between soil particles) 

provide for the passage and/or retention of gasses and 

moisture within the soil profile. The soil’s ability to 

retain water is strongly related to particle size; water 

molecules hold more tightly to the fine particles of a clay 

soil than to coarser particles of a sandy soil, so clays 

generally retain more water. Conversely, sands provide 

easier passage or transmission of water through the 

profile. Clay type, organic content, and soil structure 

also influence soil water retention. 

If you want to read more about black soil: 

https://www.indiaagronet.com/indiaagronet/soil_man

agement/CONTENTS/Management%20of%20black.htm  

 

13.  Which of the following factors are essential 

for humification process? 

1. Plant material 

2. Soil fungi and bacteria 

3. Moisture 

4. Lignin 

Select the correct answer using codes 
below: 

(a) 1,2 and 3 Only 

(b) 1 and 3 Only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 Only 

(d) 1,2,3 and 4 Only 

  

Solution: d) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 10 

The process of “humification” can occur naturally in soil, 

or in the production of compost. Organic matter is 

degraded into humus by a combination of mycorrhizal 

fungi, bacteria, microbes and animals such as 

earthworms, nematodes, protozoa and various 

arthropods. The importance of chemically stable humus 

is thought by some to be the fertility it provides to soils 

in both a physical and chemical sense, though some 

agricultural experts put a greater focus on other 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/swc/shoreline/pages/duneprotection.aspx
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/swc/shoreline/pages/duneprotection.aspx
https://www.indiaagronet.com/indiaagronet/soil_management/CONTENTS/Management%20of%20black.htm
https://www.indiaagronet.com/indiaagronet/soil_management/CONTENTS/Management%20of%20black.htm
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features of it, such as its ability to suppress disease. It 

helps the soil retain moisture by increasing 

microporosity, and encourages the formation of good 

soil structure. The incorporation of oxygen into large 

organic molecular assemblages generates many active, 

negatively charged sites that bind to positively charged 

ions (cations) of plant nutrients, making them more 

available to the plant by way of ion exchange. Humus 

allows soil organisms to feed and reproduce, and is 

often described as the “life-force” of the soil. 

Plant remains (including those that passed through an 

animal gut and were excreted as faeces) contain organic 

compounds: sugars, starches, proteins, carbohydrates, 

lignins, waxes, resins, and organic acids. The process of 

organic matter decay in the soil begins with the 

decomposition of sugars and starches from 

carbohydrates, which break down easily as detritivores 

initially invade the dead plant organs, while the 

remaining cellulose and lignin break down more slowly. 

Simple proteins, organic acids, starches and sugars 

break down rapidly, while crude proteins, fats, waxes 

and resins remain relatively unchanged for longer 

periods of time. Lignin, which is quickly transformed by 

white-rot fungi is one of the main precursors of humus, 

together with by-products of microbial and animal 

activity. The end-product of this process, the humus, is 

thus a mixture of compounds and complex life 

chemicals of plant, animal, or microbial origin that has 

many functions and benefits in the soil. Earthworm 

humus (vermicompost) is considered by some to be the 

best organic manure 

 

14.  The western temperate cyclones help which 

of the following crops? 

(a) Rabi 

(b) Zaid 

(c) Kharif 

(d) None of the Above 

  

Solution: a) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 36 

The western temperate cyclones are nothing but 

western disturbances which help winter crops in 

northern parts of India. 

A Western Disturbance is an extratropical storm 

originating in the Mediterranean region that brings 

sudden winter rain to the northwestern parts of the 

Indian subcontinent. It is a non-monsoonal precipitation 

pattern driven by the westerlies. The moisture in these 

storms usually originates over the Mediterranean Sea 

and the Atlantic Ocean. Extratropical storms are a global 

phenomena with moisture usually carried in the upper 

atmosphere, unlike their tropical counterparts where 

the moisture is carried in the lower atmosphere. In the 

case of the subcontinent, moisture is sometimes shed as 

rain when the storm system encounters the Himalayas. 

 

15.  Consider the following statements: 

1. It is a kharif crop 

2. It accounts for half of the oil seeds 

grown in India 

3. India is its second largest producer 

Above statements refer to 

(a) Mustard 

(b) Rapeseed 

(c) Sunflower 

(d) None of the Above 
  

Solution: d) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 40 

Answer is groundnut. 

India is the second largest producer of groundnuts in the 

world. 

 

16.  Which of the following factors have affected 

cropping pattern in India? 

1. Minimum Support Prices 

2. Subsidies in inputs 

3. Committed purchasing by FCI 

4. Rainfall pattern 

Select the correct answer using codes 

below: 

(a) 1,2 and 4 Only 

(b) 2,3 and 4 Only 

(c) 1,3 and 4 Only 

(d) 1,2,3 and 4 

  

Solution: d) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 45 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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All the above factors influence cropping pattern. 

 

17.  Consider the following statements: 

1. It adds to the tensile strength of steel 

2. Odisha is the largest producer of ore 
of this metal 

3. It is also used in manufacturing 

bleaching powder, insecticides and 

paints 

Which is this metal? 

(a) Nickel 

(b) Chromium 

(c) Tungsten 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: d) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 53 

It’s manganese. 

 

18.  Consider the following statements: 

1. This industry requires heavy raw 

materials such as silica, alumina, 

gypsum and limestone 

2. India is the second largest producer 

of this product 

Above statements refer to? 

(a) Aluminium industry 

(b) Cement industry 

(c) Fertilizer industry 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: b) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 75 

India is the second largest producer of cement in the 

world. No wonder, India’s cement industry is a vital part 

of its economy, providing employment to more than a 

million people, directly or indirectly. Ever since it was 

deregulated in 1982, the Indian cement industry has 

attracted huge investments, both from Indian as well as 

foreign investors. 

https://www.ibef.org/industry/cement-india.aspx  

 (refer above website for latest data on India’s 

important industries) 

 

19.  Consider the following statements: 

1. The length of road per 1000 sq km of 
area is known as road density 

2. Kerala has highest road density in 

India among states 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 84 

As per NCERT, statement 1 is correct. Road density is 

also measured per 1000 sq km. 

Kerala with a road network of 5,268.69 km per 1,000 sq 

km surpasses all other states while Tripura with a road 

density of 3,026.23 km per 1,000 sq km ranks second, as 

per figures of the year 2008 in economic survey 2011-

12. 

 

20.  Which of the following locations provides an 

ideal location to harness tidal energy in 

India? 

(a) Gulf of Cambay 

(b) Gulf of Kuchchh 

(c) Ganges Delta in the Sunderbans 

(d) All the above 

  

Solution: d) 

Class X Geography, Chapter 1, Page 63 

All are potential locations to generate tidal energy in 

India. 

Total identified potential of Tidal Energy is about 9000 

MW in West Coast Gulf of Cambay (7000 MW), Gulf of 

Kutch (1200 MW) and in East Coast the Ganges Delta in 

the Sunderbans in West Bengal for small scale tidal 

power development estimates the potential in this 

region to be about 100 MW. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.ibef.org/industry/cement-india.aspx
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The total available potential of wave energy in India 

along the 6000 Km of India’s coast is estimated to be 

about 40,000 MW – these are preliminary estimates. 

This energy is however less intensive than what is 

available in more northern and southern latitudes. 

 

21.  With regard to North Indian Ocean 

cyclones, 

1. A deep depression is classified as 
cyclone storm and assigned a name if 

sustained wind speeds between 62 – 

88km. 

2. Andaman and Nicobar Islands and 

Myanmar are among the areas 

affected by Cyclone Maarutha and 
Mora 

Which of the above statement is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c 

The first cyclone of 2017 season was Cyclone Maarutha 

which was formed in April, 2017 triggering heavy rainfall 

in Sri Lanka, Myanmar and India’s Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropical_cyclone_scales#

North_Indian_Ocean  

 

22.  Consider the following statements 

1. Cordon and search is a military tactic 

to cordon off an area and search the 

premises for weapons or  It is one of 

the basic counter insurgency 

operations 

2. Indian army recently replaced cordon 

and search operations with specific 

intelligence-based operations 

following the complaints of 

discomfort caused to the local 

population 

Which of the above statement is/are true? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: a 

Indian Army has planned to re-introduce cordon and 

search operations (CASO) as a part of its counter 

terrorism operations after a gap of 15 years. The major 

objective behind the reintroduction of combing 

operations is to bring the situation in the Kashmir Valley 

under control. Army will carry out CASO in a major way 

to flush out militants in the militancy-hit areas of 

Kulgam, Pulwama, Tral, Budgam and Shopian in south 

Kashmir, indicating a change in strategy. 

CASO was a regular feature of Army’s counter-terrorism 

operations in the 1990s. The security forces made use 

of “area domination and sweep” operations in the 

1990s. During those times, such operations were 

commonly conducted by the Indian Army. Later, 

following the complaints of discomfort caused to the 

local population, the Army switched to specific 

intelligence-based operations involving small teams and 

CASO was discontinued. 

 

23.  Consider following statements 

1. Olympic fencing, is a sport in which 

two competitors fight using ‘rapier-

style’ swords, the foil, the Epée, and 

the sabre, winning points by making 
contact with their opponent. 

2. Bhavani Devi was the first Indian to 

win gold in international fencing 

championship at Reykjavik 

3. Fencing has been recently introduced 

in Olympics games 

Which of the above statement is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the Above 

  

Solution: a 

Fencing, also called Olympic fencing, is a sport in which 

two competitors fight using ‘rapier-style’ swords, the 

foil, the Epée, and the sabre, winning points by making 

contact with their opponent. Fencing was one of the 

first sports to be played in the Olympics 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropical_cyclone_scales#North_Indian_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropical_cyclone_scales#North_Indian_Ocean
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24.  Which of the below statement is/are 

correct? 

1. Waxworm, Galleria mellonella 
metabolize polyethylene plastic films 

into biodegradable compound 

2. Mealworms, Tenebrio 

molitordegrading polystyrene into 

usable organic matter 

Select from codes below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c 

Wax worm caterpillar eats plastic 

Two species of waxworm, Galleria mellonella and Plodia 

interpunctella have both been observed eating and 

digesting polyethylene plastic. The waxworms 

metabolize polyethylene plastic films into ethylene 

glycol, a compound which biodegrades rapidly 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mealworm  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waxworm  

 

25.  Recently DIPP has amended the definition 

for startups, 

Which of the following definition is 
incorrect? 

(a) An entity shall be considered a 

startup if its turnover is less than 25 

crores. 

(b) An entity in biotechnology sector 

shall be considered a startup if it has 
not completed 10 years from the date 

of its registration. 

(c) An entity shall be considered a 

startup if it is working towards 

innovation and development 

(d) None of the Above 

  

Solution: d 

All the statements are CORRECT 

https://yourstory.com/2017/05/modi-govt-tweaks-

startup-definition/  

26.  With reference to Central Information 

Commission (CIC), consider the following 

statements: 

1. The decision of the CIC is binding 

2. Chief Information Commissioner 

(CIC) is appointed by the President of 

India 

3. A Member of Parliament or Member 

of the Legislature of any State or 
Union Territory, if he/she is eminent, 

can be made either Commissioner or 

CIC 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: a) 

Indian Polity, Non-Constitutional Bodies 

Candidates for CIC/IC must be persons of eminence in 

public life with wide knowledge and experience in law, 

science and technology, social service, management, 

journalism, mass media or administration and 

governance. 

CIC/IC shall not be a Member of Parliament or Member 

of the Legislature of any State or Union Territory. He 

shall not hold any other office of profit or connected 

with any political party or carrying on any business or 

pursuing any profession. 

 

27.  The Appointment Committee to appoint 

either Chief Information Commissioner 
(CIC) or Information Commissioner (IC)  

includes 

1. Prime Minister 

2. Leader of the Opposition in the Lok 

Sabha 

3. One Union Cabinet Minister to be 

nominated by the Prime Minister 

4. Chief Justice of India 

Select the correct answer using codes 

below: 

(a) 1,2 and 4 Only 

(b) 1,2 and 3 Only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mealworm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waxworm
https://yourstory.com/2017/05/modi-govt-tweaks-startup-definition/
https://yourstory.com/2017/05/modi-govt-tweaks-startup-definition/
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(c) 1 Only 

(d) 1,2,3 and 4 

  

Solution: b) 

Indian Polity, Non-Constitutional Bodies 

Appointment Committee includes Prime Minister 

(Chair), Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha and 

one Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the 

Prime Minister. 

http://www.cic.gov.in/who-are-we  

 

28.  With reference to CIC, consider the 

following statements: 

1. CIC shall be appointed for a term of 

5 years from date on which he enters 

upon his office or till he attains the 

age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

2. Information Commissioner (IC) is 
eligible for appointment as CIC but 

will not hold office for more than a 

total of five years including his/her 

term as IC 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

Indian Polity, Non-Constitutional Bodies 

IC shall hold office for a term of five years from the date 

on which he enters upon his office or till he attains the 

age of sixty-five years, whichever is earlier and shall not 

be eligible for reappointment as IC. 

Salary will be the same as that of the Election 

Commissioner. This will not be varied to the 

disadvantage of the IC during service. 

IC is eligible for appointment as CIC but will not hold 

office for more than a total of five years including 

his/her term as IC. 

 

29.  With reference to Central Vigilance 

Commission (CVC), consider the following 

statements: 

1. CVC was established on the 

recommendations of the Committee 

on Prevention of Corruption, headed 

by Shri K. Santhanam 

2. In India, CVC is the “Designated 

Agency” to receive written complaints 
for disclosure on any allegation of 

corruption or misuse of office and 

recommend appropriate action 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

Indian Polity, Non-Constitutional Bodies 

When and Why did the Government set up a body like 

CVC? 

 The Central Vigilance Commission was set up by the 

Government in February,1964 on the 

recommendations of the Committee on Prevention  

of Corruption, headed by Shri K. Santhanam, to 

advise and guide Central Government agencies in 

the field of vigilance. 

What is the background of Central Vigilance 

Commission? 

 CVC is conceived to be the apex vigilance 

institution, free of control from any executive 

authority, monitoring all vigilance activity under the 

Central Government and advising various 

authorities in Central Government organizations in 

planning, executing, reviewing and reforming their 

vigilance work. 

 Consequent upon promulgation of an Ordinance by 

the President, the Central Vigilance Commission 

has been made a multi member Commission with 

“statutory status” with effect from 25th 

August,1998. 

What is the present status of the Central Vigilance 

Commission? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 The CVC Bill was passed by both the houses of 

Parliament in 2003 and the President gave its 

assent on september 11, 2003. Thus the Central 

Vigilance Commission Act 2003 (No45 0f 2003) 

came into effect from that date. 

The Commission shall consist of: 

 A Central Vigilance Commissioner – Chairperson; 

 Not more than two Vigilance Commissioners – 

Members; 

Vide GOI Resolution on “Public Interest Disclosure and 

Protection of Informer” dated April 2004, the 

Government of India has authorized the Central 

Vigilance Commission as the “Designated Agency” to 

receive written complaints for disclosure on any 

allegation of corruption or misuse of office and 

recommend appropriate action. 

 

30.  Which of the following doesn’t come under 
the jurisdiction of CVC? 

(a) Members of All India Service serving 

in connection with the affairs of the 

Union 

(b) Group A officers of the Central 
Government 

(c) Officers in Grade D and above in 

Reserve Bank of India, NABARD and 

SIDBI 

(d) Members of Parliament and State 

Legislatures (all elected and non-
elected) 

  

Solution: d) 

Indian Polity, Non-Constitutional Bodies 

Commission’s Jurisdiction under CVC Act 

 Members of All India Service serving in connection 

with the affairs of the Union and Group A officers of 

the Central Government 

 Officers of the rank of Scale V and above in the 

Public Sector Banks 

 Officers in Grade D and above in Reserve Bank of 

India, NABARD and SIDBI 

 Chief Executives and Executives on the Board and 

other officers of E-8 and above in Schedule ‘A’ and 

‘B’ Public Sector Undertakings 

 Chief Executives and Executives on the Board and 

other officers of E-7 and above in Schedule ‘C’ and 

‘D’ Public Sector Undertakings 

 Managers and above in General Insurance 

Companies 

 Senior Divisional Managers and above in Life 

Insurance Corporations 

 

31.  With reference to CVC, consider the 

following statements: 

1. CVC is only an advisory body. 

Central Government Departments 

are free to either accept or reject 
CVC’s advice in corruption cases 

2. CVC can direct CBI to initiate 

inquiries against any officer of the 

level of Joint Secretary and above on 

its own 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
  

Solution: a) 

Indian Polity, Non-Constitutional Bodies 

 CVC is only an advisory body. Central Government 

Departments are free to either accept or reject 

CVC’s advice in corruption cases. 

 CVC does not have adequate resources compared 

with number of complaints that it receives. It is a 

very small set up with a sanctioned staff strength of 

299.[1] Whereas, it is supposed to check corruption 

in more than 1500 central government 

departments and ministries. 

 CVC cannot direct CBI to initiate inquiries against 

any officer of the level of Joint Secretary and above 

on its own. Such a permission has to be obtained 

from the concerned department. 

 CVC does not have powers to register criminal case. 

It deals only with vigilance or disciplinary cases 

 CVC has supervisory powers over CBI. However, 

CVC does not have the power to call for any file 
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from CBI or to direct CBI to investigate any case in a 

particular manner. CBI is under administrative 

control of Department of Personnel and Training 

(DoPT). Which means that, the powers to appoint, 

transfer, suspend CBI officers lie with DoPT 

 Appointments to CVC are indirectly under the 

control of Govt of India, though the leader of the 

Opposition (in Lok Sabha) is a member of the 

Committee to select CVC and VCs. But the 

Committee considers candidates put up before it. 

These candidates are decided by the Government 

 

32.  With reference to National Human Rights 

Commission of India, consider the 
following statements: 

1. It is a statutory body 

2. A retired Chief Justice of India is 

made its Chairperson 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

Indian Polity, Non-Constitutional Bodies 

The Rights Commission (NHRC) of India is an 

autonomous public body constituted on 12 October 

1993 under the Protection of Human Rights Ordinance 

of 28 September 1993. It was given a statutory basis by 

the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 (TPHRA). 

 

33.  Which of the following is/are members of 

NHRC? 

(a) Chairpersons of SC & ST 

Commissions 

(b) Retired Chief Justice of a High Court 

(c) A Judge of the Supreme Court of 

India 

(d) All the above 

  

Solution: d) 

Indian Polity, Non-Constitutional Bodies 

The NHRC (National Human Rights Commission) 

consists of: 

 A Chairperson, should be retired Chief Justice of 

India 

 One Member who is, or has been, a Judge of the 

Supreme Court of India 

 One Member who is, or has been, the Chief Justice 

of a High Court 

 Two Members to be appointed from among 

persons having knowledge of, or practical 

experience in, matters relating to human rights 

 In addition, the Chairpersons of four National 

Commissions of ( 1.Minorities 2.SC and ST 

3.Women) serve as ex officio 

Note : 

1. The sitting Judge of the Supreme Court or sitting 

Chief Justice of any HIgh Court can be appointed 

only after the consultation with the Chief Justice of 

Supreme Court. 

2. An amendment in 2006 has provided that 

Chairperson of National Commission for SC and 

National Commission for ST shall be deemed to be 

members of NHRC 

 

34.  Consider the following statements: 

1. All the states have constituted State 

Human Rights Commissions 

2. It is mandatory for state governments 

to constitute State Human Rights 

Commissions 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
  

Solution: d) 

Indian Polity, Non-Constitutional Bodies 

A State Government may constitute a body known as 

the Human Rights Commission of that State to exercise 

the powers conferred upon, and to perform the 
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functions assigned to, a State Commission. At present, 

24 states have constituted SHRC. 

 

35.  Which of the following is/are main aims of 

the NITI Aayog? 

1. To foster involvement and 

participation in the economic policy-

making process by the State 

Governments of India 

2. To encourage bottom-up approach in 
policy formulation and 

implementation 

3. To make the country to move towards 

cooperative federalism 

4. To prepare three year plans to 

achieve targets of Sustainable 
Development Goals 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 and 4 Only 

(b) 1 and 3 Only 

(c) 1,2 and 3 Only 

(d) 1,2,3 and 4 

  

Solution: c) 

Indian Polity, Non-Constitutional Bodies 

The National Institution for Transforming India is a 

Government of India policy think-tank established by 

the Narendra Modi government to replace the Planning 

Commission which followed the top-down model. The 

stated aim for NITI Aayog’s creation is to foster 

involvement and participation in the economic policy-

making process by the State Governments of India. The 

emphasis is on bottom-up approach and make the 

country to move towards cooperative federalism 

 

36.  With reference to NITI Aayog, consider the 
following statements: 

1. The Finance Minister is its 

Chairperson 

2. Next to Chairperson, the CEO is the 

second most powerful functionary in 

the NITI Aayog 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
  

Solution: d) 

Indian Polity, Non-Constitutional Bodies 

 Prime Minister is its Chairperson. 

 Next comes ex-officio members ( Rajnath Singh, 

Arun Jaitley, Suresh Prabhu and Radha Mohan 

Singh) 

 Next important  post is of Vice – Chairperson 

(Arvind Panagariya) 

 CEO comes last 

http://www.niti.gov.in/content/constitution-5  

 

37.  Consider the following statements: 

1. The members of NITI Aayog has the 

rank and status of Union Minister of 

State 

2. The Team India Hub of NITI Aayog 

leads the engagement of states with 

the Central government 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

Indian Polity, Non-Constitutional Bodies 

Both are correct. 

At the core of NITI Aayog’s creation are two hubs – 

Team India Hub and the Knowledge and Innovation 

Hub. The Team India Hub leads the engagement of 

states with the Central government, while the 

Knowledge and Innovation Hub builds NITI’s think-tank 

capabilities. These hubs reflect the two key tasks of the 

Aayog. 
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38.  Consider the following: 

1. Carboniferous : First Reptiles 

2. Cambrian : First Fish 

3. Cretaceous   : Extinction of 

Dinosaurs 

Which of the above is correctly matched? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: d 

According to wikipedia, 

The evolution of fish began about 530 million years ago 

during the Cambrian explosion. 

The first jawed vertebrates probably developed during 

the late Ordovician period 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evolution_of_fish  

 

39.  Consider the following statements: 

1. The Mercalli scale takes into account 

visible damage caused by an 
earthquake 

2. Richter scale relates to the energy 

released during the earthquake 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

NCERT Geography Class XI, Fundamentals of Physical 

Geography, Page 24 

Both statements are correct. 

 

40.  Which of the following earthquake waves 

are more damaging? 

(a) Surface waves 

(b) P waves 

(c) S waves 

(d) Both b and c 

  

Solution: a) 

NCERT Geography Class XI, Fundamentals of Physical 

Geography, Page 23 

Travelling only through the crust, surface waves are of a 

lower frequency than body waves, and are easily 

distinguished on a seismogram as a result. Though they 

arrive after body waves, it is surface waves that are 

almost entirely responsible for the damage and 

destruction associated with earthquakes. This damage 

and the strength of the surface waves are reduced in 

deeper earthquakes. 

Seismic surface waves travel along the Earth’s surface. 

They can be classified as a form of mechanical surface 

waves. They are called surface waves, as they diminish 

as they get further from the surface. They travel more 

slowly than seismic body waves (P and S). In large 

earthquakes, surface waves can have an amplitude of 

several centimeters. 

 

41.  Consider the following statements: 

1. Hawaiian volcanoes are mostly made 

up of basalt 

2. Hawaiian volcanoes are not steep 

because of severe erosion by ocean 
waves and currents 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: a) 

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 26-27 

As most volcanoes are made up of basalt, these 

volcanoes are not steep as basalt is very fluidic in 

nature. 
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42.  Which of the following is/are not landforms 

created by volcanic activities? 

1. Dyke 

2. Sill 

3. Lopolith 

4. Yardang 

Select the correct answer using codes 

below: 

(a) 1,2 and 3 Only 

(b) 1 and 3 Only 

(c) 2 and 3 Only 

(d) 1,2,3 and 4 

  

Solution: a) 

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 27 – 28 

Yardangs (dessert feature) are the result of sand grains 

pushed by persistent winds to form low ridges of sand 

carved in soft rock. This is commonly found in flat 

deserts where steady winds blow away dust and silt. 

Higher front faces of Yardangs are undercut as erosion 

is concentrated in the lower areas because wind driven 

sand stays near the ground. These are an example of 

erosional landforms. 

 

43.  Wegener suggested that the movement 

responsible for the drifting of continents 

was caused by pole-fleeing force and tidal 

force. Pole fleeing force is related to 

(a) Rotation of the earth 

(b) Revolution of the earth 

(c) Earth’s magnetic poles 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: a) 

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 31 

believed that Pangaea originated near the south pole 

and that the centrifugal force of the planet caused the 

protocontinent to break apart and the resultant 

continents to drift towards the equator.  He called this 

the “pole-fleeing force”.  This idea was quickly rejected 

by the scientific community primarily because the actual 

forces generated by the rotation of the earth were 

calculated to be insufficient to move continents.  

Wegener also tried to explain the westward drift of the 

Americas by invoking the gravitational forces of the sun 

and the moon, this idea was also quickly rejected.  

Wegener’s inability to provide an adequate explanation 

of the forces responsible for continental drift and the 

prevailing belief that the earth was solid and immovable 

resulted in the scientific dismissal of his theories. 

 

44.  The Nazca Plate is located between 

(a) South America and Atlantic Plate 

(b) South America and Pacific Plate 

(c) Central America and Pacific Plate 

(d) Central America and Atlantic Plate 
  

Solution: b) 

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 35 

The Nazca Plate, named after the Nazca region of 

southern Peru, is an oceanic tectonic plate in the 

eastern Pacific Ocean basin off the west coast of South 

America. The ongoing subduction, along the Peru–Chile 

Trench, of the Nazca Plate under the South American 

Plate is largely responsible for the Andean orogeny. The 

Nazca Plate is bounded on the west by the Pacific Plate 

and to the south by the Antarctic Plate through the East 

Pacific Rise and the Chile Rise respectively. 

 

45.  With reference to transform boundaries in 

plate tectonics, consider the following 
statements: 

1. In these boundaries crust is neither 

destroyed nor created 

2. In these boundaries, lava eruptions 

take all along the entire crest 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
  

Solution: a) 
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NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 36 

Transform boundaries are places where plates slide 

sideways past each other. At transform boundaries 

lithosphere is neither created nor destroyed. Many 

transform boundaries are found on the sea floor, where 

they connect segments of diverging mid-ocean ridges. 

California’s San Andreas fault is a transform boundary. 

AT transform boundaries, lava is not erupted all along 

the crest. (Source NCERT) 

 

46.  Which of the following is/are sedimentary 

rock? 

1. Shale 

2. Limestone 

3. Chalk 

4. Coal 

Select the correct answer using codes 

below: 

(a) 1 and 3 Only 

(b) 1,2 and 3 Only 

(c) 2 and 3 Only 

(d) 1,2,3 and 4 

  

Solution: d) 

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 42 

All are sedimentary rocks. 

 

47.  Which of the following processes comes 

under denudation? 

1. Weathering 

2. Mass movements 

3. Mass wasting 

4. Erosion 

Select the correct answer using codes 

below: 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 , 3 and 4 

  

Solution: d) 

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 47 

In geology, denudation is the processes that cause the 

wearing away of the Earth’s surface by moving water, 

ice, wind and waves, leading to a reduction in elevation 

and relief of landforms and landscapes. Endogenous 

processes such as volcanoes, earthquakes, and plate 

tectonics uplift and expose continental crust to the 

exogenous processes of weathering, erosion, and mass 

wasting. 

 

48.  Which of the following is/are agents of 

biological weathering? 

1. Humans 

2. Earthworms 

3. Algae 

4. Plant roots 

5. Decaying plant 

Select the correct answer using codes 

below: 

(a) 1,2,4 and 5 Only 

(b) 1,2 and 4 Only 

(c) 1,2,3 and 4 Only 

(d) 1,2,3,4 and 5 

  

Solution: d) 

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 51 

Biological weathering is the weakening and subsequent 

disintegration of rock by plants, animals and microbes. 

Growing plant roots can exert stress or pressure on rock. 

Although the process is physical, the pressure is exerted 

by a biological process (i.e., growing roots). Biological 

processes can also produce chemical weathering, for 

example where plant roots or microorganisms produce 

organic acids which help to dissolve minerals. 

Microbial activity breaks down rock minerals by altering 

the rock’s chemical composition, thus making it more 

susceptible to weathering. One example of microbial 

activity is lichen; lichen is fungi and algae, living together 

in a symbiotic relationship. Fungi release chemicals that 

break down rock minerals; the minerals thus released 

from rock are consumed by the algae. As this process 
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continues, holes and gaps continue to develop on the 

rock, exposing the rock further to physical and chemical 

weathering. 

Burrowing animals can move rock fragments to the 

surface, exposing the rock to more intense chemical, 

physical, and biological processes and so indirectly 

enhancing the process of rock weathering. 

 

49.  Consider the following features: 

1. Deep V-shaped valleys 

2. Sharp stream divides 

3. No waterfalls 

The above features are seen in which stage 
of a river? 

(a) Youth 

(b) Mature 

(c) Old 

(d) All of the Above 
  

Solution: b) 

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 60 

Youthful river: A river with a steep gradient that has 

very few tributaries and flows quickly. Its channels 

erode deeper rather than wider. Examples are the 

Brazos, Trinity and Ebro 

Mature river: A river with a gradient that is less steep 

than those of youthful rivers and flows more slowly. A 

mature river is fed by many tributaries and has more 

discharge than a youthful river. Its channels erode wider 

rather than deeper. Examples are the Mississippi, Saint 

Lawrence, Danube, Ohio, Thames and Paraná 

Old river: A river with a low gradient and low erosive 

energy. Old rivers are characterized by flood plains. 

Examples are the Yellow, lower Ganges, Tigris, 

Euphrates, Indus and lower Nile 

 

50.  In meanders of large rivers, on which side 

would one see active deposition of 

sediments? 

(a) Concave side 

(b) Convex side 

(c) Both concave and convex sides 

(d) Neither concave nor convex side 

  

Solution: b) 

Please check diagram and explanation on page 63 of  

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography 

 

51.  The reason why tropical cyclones are not 

formed near the equators is 

(a) Very high sea temperature at 

equators 

(b) Zero Coriolis Force at equators 

(c) Very low wind speeds at equators 

(d) High speed rotation of earth at 

equators 

  

Solution: b) 

For explanation, please refer to NCERT Class XI 

Fundamental of Physical Geography, Page 91 

 

52.  Consider the following statements: 

1. The variation in temperature on land 

is less compared to sea 

2. The temperature generally increases 

with increasing altitude 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: d) 

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 82 

Compared to land, sea gets heated slowly and gets cool 

slowly, hence there is less variation in temperature. 

With increasing altitude, generally temperature 

decreases. 
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53.  With reference to structure of the earth’s 

atmosphere, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Ionosphere is located above 

mesopause 

2. Radio waves transmitted from earth 

are reflected back to the earth by 

mesosphere 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
  

Solution: a) 

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 77 

Radio waves transmitted from earth are reflected back 

to the earth by ionosphere 

 

54.  With reference to water vapour in 

atmosphere, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Its volume in air decreases with 

altitude 

2. Its volume in air increases from 

equator towards the poles 

3. It contributes to stability and 

instability of air 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 Only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: b) 

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 76-77 

Its volume in air decreases as we move towards poles 

due to less evaporation away from equators. 

 

55.  Horn, Arete, Col and Cirque are some of the 

features of glacial landforms. To which of 

these landforms does Mount Everest would 
fit in? 

(a) Horn 

(b) Arete 

(c) Col 

(d) Cirque 

  

Solution: a) 

NCERT Class XI Fundamental of Physical Geography, 

Page 67 

The highest peak in Alps, Matterhorn and highest peak 

in Himalayas, Mt Everest are Horns formed through 

headward erosion of radiating cirques. 

 

56.  The velocity of sound in air increases with 

1. Increase in air temperature. 

2. Decrease in air density 

3. Decrease in humidity of air 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 
  

Solution: b 

The speed of sound in a medium depends upon the 

following two factors: 

 the elasticity E of the medium and 

 the density ρ of the medium. 

Statement 1: The speed of sound in a gas increases with 

increase in temperature of the gas. 

 Molecules at higher temperatures have more 

energy, thus they can vibrate faster. Since the 

molecules vibrate faster, sound waves can travel 

more quickly. 

Statement 2: The speed of sound is inversely 

proportional to the square root of density of the gas. It 

means it increases with the decrease in density. 
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Statement 3: The speed of sound in air increases with 

the increase in humidity in the air. Sound travels faster 

in humid air than dry air. 

 

57.  Consider the following about the Society for 

Worldwide Interbank Financial 

Telecommunication (SWIFT). 

1. It is a messaging network that 

financial institutions use to securely 

transmit information and 
instructions through a standardized 

system of codes. 

2. Indian Government has recently 

authorized SWIFT to hold foreign 

currency funds and securities to 
better manage client accounts. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
  

Solution: a 

Statement 1: SWIFT assigns each financial organization 

a unique code that has either eight characters or 11 

characters. The code is called interchangeably the bank 

identifier code (BIC). 

 Prior to SWIFT, Telex was the only available means 

of message confirmation for international funds 

transfer. Telex was hampered by low speed, 

security concerns, and a free message format–in 

other words, Telex did not have a unified system of 

codes like SWIFT to name banks and describe 

transactions. 

Statement 2: It is only a messaging system—SWIFT does 

not hold any funds or securities, nor does it manage 

client accounts. 

 SWIFT India Domestic Services last year (2016) 

rolled out services to provide harmonised exchange 

of structured financial information between banks, 

the Reserve Bank of India, stock exchanges, clearing 

houses, corporations, and their customers. 

Learning: Assume a customer of a Bank of America 

branch in New York wants to send money to his friend 

who banks at the SBI branch in India. 

 

The New Yorker can walk into his Bank of America 

branch with his friend’s account number and SBI, India 

unique SWIFT code for its India branch. 

Bank of America will send a payment transfer SWIFT 

message to the SBI branch over the secure SWIFT 

network. 

Once SBI receives the SWIFT message about the 

incoming payment, it will clear and credit the money to 

the friend’s account. 

 

58.  The Cabinet has approved the clause of 

Permanent Residency Status (PRS) in India 

for which of these categories of persons? 

(a) Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) who 

frequently visit India. 

(b) Foreign investors investing a certain 
threshold in India. 

(c) Victims of war crimes and refugees 

from friendly nations. 

(d) Persecuted minorities of Indian origin 

living abroad. 
  

Solution: b 

 The scheme is expected to encourage foreign 

investment in India and facilitate Make in India 

Programme. Under the Scheme, suitable provisions 

will be incorporated in the Visa Manual to provide 

for the grant of PRS to foreign investors. 

 Permanent Residency Status will be granted for a 

period of 10 years initially with multiple entry 

facility, which can be renewed for another 10 years. 

 PRS will serve as a multiple entry visa without any 

stay stipulation and PRS holders will be exempted 

from the registration requirements. PRS holders 

will be allowed to purchase one residential 

property for dwelling purpose. 

 The spouse/ dependents of the PRS holder will be 

allowed to take up employment in private sector (in 

relaxation to salary stipulations for Employment 

Visa) and undertake studies in India. 

 This status will be subject to the relevant conditions 

in the FDI Policy notified by the Central 

Government from time to time. 
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59.  There is always significant fluctuation in 

the area under jute cultivation and its 

production in India. This can be attributed 
to 

1. Fluctuation in average rainfall during 

the sowing season. 

2. Average price of Jute and competing 

crops realized in last season. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c 

The year to year fluctuations arise out of three factors 

namely, 

(i) fluctuation in rainfall during the sowing season 

(nearly 80% jute cultivation is rainfed), 

(ii) the average raw jute prices realized during the 

previous jute season, and 

(iii) the returns realized from competing crops during 

the previous season. 

For e.g. a significant area under jute used to compete 

with paddy during the same season. Hence, year to year 

fluctuations in the prices of jute relative to the prices of 

paddy would generally influence the relative allocation 

of land between the two crops. 

 

60.  How do Jet streams travelling at the upper 
levels of troposphere affect us? 

1. They can create a wedge between 

warm and cold air affecting climate 

on earth. 

2. They can cause erratic and bumpy 
movements in aeroplanes flying high 

in troposphere. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c 

Statement 1: Jet streams are like rivers of wind high 

above in the atmosphere. 

The seasons of the year, location of low and high-

pressure systems and air temperature all affect when 

and where a jet stream travels. Jet streams form a 

border between hot and cold air. 

Jet streams generally push air masses around, moving 

weather systems to new areas and even causing them 

to stall if they have moved too far away. 

Statement 2: Jet streams also have an impact on air 

travel and are used to determine flight patterns. An 

airplane can travel much faster, and save fuel, by getting 

“sucked up” in the jet stream. That can also cause a 

bumpy flight, because the jet stream is sometimes 

unpredictable and can cause sudden movement, even 

when the weather looks calm and clear. 

 

61.  Presently, there is a huge demand for 
hydrogen which is largely being met 

through non-renewable fossil fuels. 

However, Biohydrogen is emerging as a 

viable alternative. Consider the following 

about it. 

1. It can be derived from waste organic 
matter only by the use of fungi as it 

is a saprophyte. 

2. It must be harvested in the absence 

of light and oxygen. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: d 

Among hydrogen production methods such as steam 

methane reforming, thermal cracking, coal and biomass 

gasification and pyrolysis, electrolysis, and photolysis, 

biological ones are more eco-friendly and less energy 

intensive. 

In addition, a wide variety of waste and low-value 

materials such as agricultural biomass as renewable 

sources can be utilized to produce hydrogen via 

biochemical pathways. 
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Statement 1: Bio-hydrogen can be produced 

biologically, most commonly by algae, bacteria and 

archaea from waste organic materials. 

Statement 2: There are fermentation of all kinds – dark 

and light, so 2 is wrong. 

Enteric bacteria such as Escherichia coli and 

Enterobacter aerogenes are capable of dark 

biohydrogen fermentation. 

Cyanobacteria are frequently mentioned capable of 

hydrogen production by oxygenic photosynthesis. 

Refineries are large-volume producers and consumers 

of hydrogen. Today 96% of all hydrogen is derived from 

fossil fuels, with 48% from natural gas, 30% from 

hydrocarbons, 18% from coal, and about 4% from 

electrolysis. 

 

62.  Why do freshwater animals often find it 

difficult to live for long durations in sea 

water? 

1. The density of seawater is 

unbearable to freshwater organisms 

resulting in their reverse migration. 

2. The phenomenon of osmosis can 

augur dangerous for freshwater 

animals. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b 

 Freshwater animals cannot live for long in sea water 

as well as many sea water animals also cannot live 

for long in freshwater. 

 If a freshwater animal is put in salt water, the salty 

sea water would absorb the water from the animal 

via its gills due to osmosis until it dies. 

 The opposite happens to a saltwater animal placed 

in fresh water. It instead absorbs too much 

freshwater through its gills due to reverse osmosis 

and dies as a result. 

 Some animals, for e.g. fish can live in both fresh and 

salt water (salmon, eels, bull sharks for instance) 

but they require time to adjust between the two. 

 

63.  This protected area is India’s only national 

park credited with providing a habitat for 

all the three major types of cat the snow 
leopard, the clouded leopard and the 

Bengal tiger. It is the only protected area 

that is a preferred habitat for Hoolock 

Gibbons, the only ape found in India. It is? 

(a) Manas National Park 

(b) Mount Abu Wildlife Sanctuary 

(c) Khirganga National Park 

(d) Namdapha National Park 

  

Solution: d 

 It is the largest protected area in the Eastern 

Himalaya biodiversity hotspot and is located in 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

 It is also the third largest national park in India in 

terms of area. The park harbours the northernmost 

lowland evergreen rainforests in the world at sub-

tropical latitude. 

 The habitat changes with increasing altitude from 

tropical moist forests to Montane forests, 

temperate forests and at the higher elevations, to 

Alpine meadows and perennial snow. 

 The park has extensive bamboo forests and 

secondary forests in addition to the primary forests. 

 

64.  In the context of cyber security, what are 

Botnets? 

(a) A standalone malware computer 
program that replicates itself in order 

to spread to other computers 

(b) Network of private computers 

infected with malicious software and 

controlled as a group without the 
owners knowledge 

(c) A computer program designed to 

assist in the sending of spam 

(d) A set of web pages that may 

intentionally be used to cause a web 

crawler to make an infinite number 
of requests 
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Solution: b 

 Botnet is a combination of the words robot and 

network. 

 Botnets have been identified as growing security 

threat. 

 Such infected computers are referred to as a 

zombie. It is used to steal data, send spam. 

 The popular attacks that happen these days using 

botnets are called the Distributed Detail of Service 

(DDOS) attacks. 

OPTION A describes Malware which is a malicious 

software specifically designed to disrupt, damage, or 

gain authorized access to a computer system. 

It is an umbrella term used to refer to a variety of forms 

of hostile or intrusive malicious softwares including 

computer viruses, worms, trojan horses, spyware, 

ransomware, adware, scareware etc. 

 

65.  Consider the following about the birth of 

‘Novel’ in India. 

1. The idea behind writing and creating 

novels was borrowed from the 
Western societies. 

2. The birth of novels is associated with 

the social reform movements of 

colonial India. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c 

Novel was a new genre, borrowed from the West, and 

was characterized by a spirit of revolt, right from its 

adoption into the Indian system. 

Historical novels were written by Bankim Chandra 

Chatterjee (Bengali), Hari Narayan Apte (Marathi), and 

others, to describe the glorious past of India, and to 

instill nationalist fervour in her people. 

The first Tamil novel by Samuel V. Pillai was written with 

didactic intentions and to re-examine evil social customs 

and practices. So, right from its beginning, it had a social 

orientation. 

66.  How does the Monetary Policy Committee 

(MPC) decide what inflation rates it will 

target in a particular financial year? 

(a) It is based entirely on domestic and 

global economic developments. 

(b) The rate is fixed within a flexible 

band by government under an 

agreement with RBI. 

(c) It is calculated solely based on the 
money supply in the economy. 

(d) The inflation rate is linked with the 

interest rate on the lowest yielding 

bond in the country 

  

Solution: b 

The Government amended the Reserve Bank of India 

Act, 1934 during the present financial year. 

The amended Act provides for inflation target to be set 

by the Government, in consultation with the Reserve 

Bank, once in every five years and further provides for a 

statutory basis for the constitution of an empowered 

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC). 

As per the revised monetary policy framework, the 

Government has fixed the inflation target of 4 per cent 

with tolerance level of /- 2 per cent for the period 

beginning from 2016 to 2021. 

 

67.  Consider the following about the Press 
Council of India. 

1. It is a statutory quasi-judicial 

authority autonomous from the 

government. 

2. It can collect fees from newspapers to 

fund the Council. 

3. The decisions of the Council are final 

and cannot be questioned in any 

court of law except by way of writ 

under the constitution. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: d 
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Statement 1: Established by the Parliament, it has the 

twin objective of preserving the freedom of the press 

and maintaining and improving the standards of 

newspapers and the news agencies in India exercising 

equal quasi-judicial functions over the authorities as 

well the press person. 

Statement 2: The Council has its own funds for 

performance of its functions under the Act that 

comprises of the fee collected by it from newspapers, 

other receipts and also Grants in-Aid by from the Central 

Government. 

Statement 3: This is because the council is a quasi-

judicial authority and independent from the 

government. Moreover, it’s a self regulatory body of the 

Press and not a government tribunal. This is why its 

orders can’t be questioned except by way of a writ. 

 

68.  What are the advantage(s) conferred to 

classical languages vis-a-vis non-classical 

languages? 

1. Cultural academies teaching 

classical languages get 

reimbursement of the total fixed cost 

of establishment including 

administrative expenses. 

2. UGC can be requested to create a 

number of professional chairs for 

classical languages for scholars of 

eminence in the language. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b 

The criteria for declaring a language as classical 

mandates: 

High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a 

period of 1,500-2,000 years, a body of ancient 

literature/texts which is considered a valuable heritage 

by generations of speakers and a literary tradition that 

is original and not borrowed from another speech 

community. 

Once a language is declared classical, it gets financial 

assistance for setting up a centre of excellence for the 

study of that language and also opens up an avenue for 

two major awards for scholars of eminence. 

Besides, the University Grants Commission can be 

requested to create – to begin with at least in Central 

Universities – a certain number of professional chairs for 

classical languages for scholars of eminence in the 

language. 

 

69.  Consider the following with regard to the 

ownership and jurisdiction of marine 

resources. Which of the following 

statements is correct? 

(a) Major minerals and land under the 
ocean waters within the territorial 

waters of India are owned by State 

government whereas those beyond 

territorial waters by Central 

government 

(b) All major minerals and land under 

the ocean waters whether within or 

outside the territorial waters of India 

until the end of Exclusive Economic 

Zone, are owned solely by the Central 

Government 

(c) All major minerals under the ocean 

waters in the Exclusive Economic 

Zone are owned solely by the state 

Government 

(d) None of the above is correct. 
  

Solution: b 

Lands, minerals and other things of value under the 

waters of the ocean within the territorial waters of 

India, the continental shelf of India and the exclusive 

economic zone of India vests in the Union. 

Hence, a state near the ocean cannot claim jurisdiction 

over these things. India’s territorial waters extend to a 

distance of 12 nautical miles from the appropriate base 

line. 

Similarly, India’s exclusive economic zone extends upto 

200 nautical miles. 

 

70.  Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) includes 

(a) Patents and trademarks only. 

(b) Trademarks, patents, geographical 

indications and industrial designs 
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(c) Innovation copyrights and plant 

variety protection only 

(d) Circuit Designs, copyrights and 
industrial designs only 

  

Solution: b 

The term Intellectual Property (IP) reflects the idea that 

its subject matter is product of mind or intellect. These 

could be in the form of patents; trademarks; 

geographical indications; industrial designs; 

semiconductor integrated circuits layout-design; plant 

variety protection and copyright. 

IP, protected through law, like any other form of 

property, can be a matter of trade, i.e., it can be owned, 

bequeathed, sold or bought. 

All aspects of IPRs are administered by Department of 

Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP). 

These are administered through the Office of the 

Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks 

(CGPDTM) 

 

71.  Consider the following about the 

International Fund for Agricultural 

Development (IFAD). 

1. It was set up as a specialized agency 

of the United Nations (UN). 

2. It is dedicated to eradicating poverty 

and hunger in rural areas of 

developing countries. 

3. It provides low interest loans and 

grants to finance innovative 
agricultural projects. 

4. India, being an agricultural surplus 

nation, has not received any financial 

support from IFAD till date. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

Solution: a 

Statement 2 and 3: IFAD provides low interest loans and 

grants to developing countries to finance innovative 

agricultural and rural development programmes and 

projects. So, 2 and 3 are correct. 

Statement 4: 176 countries are members of the IFAD, 

and these are grouped into three lists: List – A: 

Developed Countries; List – B: Oil Producing Countries; 

and List  C: Developing Countries. 

India is in List – C. Since 1979, IFAD has provided 

financial support to India through projects in the realm 

of agriculture, rural development, tribal development, 

etc. So, 4 is incorrect. 

 

72.  The Economic Survey notes that the 

nominal GDP growth is generally not of 

particular interest to policymakers. This is 

because 

1. Inflation erodes the real value of 
nominal GDP growth 

2. Nominal GDP numbers do not 

capture services sector contribution. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None 

  

Solution: a 

Statement 1: Suppose an economy produces only cars. 

If the price of car this year is Rs. 1000, and 2 cars were 

produced, the GDP this year is Rs. 2000. 

Next year if prices increase to 3000 and still 2 cars are 

produced, GDP will be Rs. 6000 without an actual 

increase in production, thanks to inflation of 200%. 

So, when inflation is adjusted in nominal GDP, we get 

real GDP which shows how much production (without 

the influence of prices) has actually grown. 

Statement 2: GDP means an estimate of both goods and 

services, so 2 is wrong. 

 

73.  Consider the following about the 

demographics of India. 

Assertion (A): The population of India as 

recorded at each decennial census from 
the first Census has grown steadily ever 

since. 
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Reason (R): Death rates have reduced 

substantially owing to better health 

facilities as well as sex ratio has improved 
since first Census. 

In the context of the above, which of these 

is correct? 

(a) A is correct, and R is an appropriate 

explanation of A. 

(b) A is correct, but R is not an 
appropriate explanation of A 

(c) A is correct, but R is incorrect 

(d) Both A and R are incorrect. 

  

Solution: d 

The population of India, which at the turn of the 

twentieth century was around 238.4 million, increased 

to reach 1,210.9 million by 2011. 

The population of India as recorded at each decennial 

census from 1901 has grown steadily except for a 

decrease during 1911-21. So, A is wrong. 

Sex ratio, defined as the number of females per 

thousand males is an important social indicator to 

measure the extent of prevailing equality between 

males and females in a society at a given point of time. 

The sex ratio in the country has always remained 

unfavourable to females. It was 972 at the beginning of 

the twentieth century and thereafter showed 

continuous decline until 1941. 

The sex ratio from 1901-2011 has registered a 10 point 

increase at census 2011 over 2001; however, child sex 

ratio has declined to 919 per thousand male. 

So, R is wrong. 

 

74.  A first-of-its-kind South Asia Training and 

Technical Assistance Centre (SARTTAC) 

was recently opened in India by 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) for 

1. Socio-economic capacity building in 
South Asia. 

2. Addressing immediate liquidity 

crunch in foreign exchange 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: a 

It will work to support local member countries of South 

Asia viz. India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal and 

Sri Lanka to build human and institutional capacity and 

implement policies for growth and poverty reduction. 

SARTTAC is financed mainly by its six member South Asia 

countries (mentioned above) with additional support 

from Australia, South Korea, European Union and 

United Kingdom. 

It will allow the IMF to meet more of the high demand 

for technical assistance and training from the region. It 

is expected to become the focal point for the delivery of 

IMF capacity development services to South Asia. 

The opening of SARTTAC is part of the MoU (between 

IMF and India and other nations) and marks a major 

milestone in the partnership between the IMF and its 

member countries in the region. 

 

75.  The State Emblem of India is an adaptation 

from the Sarnath Lion Capital of Asoka. 

Consider the following about the Sarnath 

figure. 

1. In the original figure, the Lion Capital 
has six lions mounted back to back 

on a circular abacus. 

2. The abacus of the figure rests on a 

bell shaped lotus. 

3. Apart from Lion, only horse and 

elephant are the other animals that 
have been depicted on the figure. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: b 

Statement 1: There are only four lions resting on the 

circular abacus in the original figure. 

Statement 2 and 3: The frieze of the abacus is adorned 

with sculptures in high relief of an elephant, a galloping 
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horse, a bull and a lion separated by intervening Dharma 

Chakras. The abacus rests on a bell shaped lotus. 

 

76.  “Fiscal capacity” term is used by 

policymakers to refer to 

1. Openness of an economy 

2. Government tax and expenditure 

volumes 

3. Private sector savings 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

  

Solution: b 

Fiscal capacity is related to capacity of the government 

to tax and spend. India’s fiscal capacity can be assessed 

through tax-GDP and spending-GDP ratios. 

There is a strong relationship between a country’s fiscal 

capacity and the level of economic development. 

Overall tax to GDP ratio, overall expenditure to GDP and 

human capital expenditure to GDP are some of the 

indicators used to assess the overall quality of fiscal 

capacity.  

India’s case: Overall tax to GDP ratio is lower in India 

than OECD countries as well as its EME peers. India’s 

spending to GDP ratio is lowest among BRICS. The 

government has made limited progress in increasing its 

taxing and spending capacity. India’s tax-GDP ratio has 

increased by about 10 percentage points over the past 

six decades from 6 per cent in 1950s to about 17 per 

cent in FY2013. However, the progress is appreciable 

given that India is a young democracy. Other mature 

democracies like USA have taken many years for 

development of good fiscal capacity. 

 

77.  National Urban Information system (NUIS) 
intends to 

1. Create an urban GIS database with 

the help of satellite images and aerial 

photography 

2. Connect all major port cities with 
high speed broadband network 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: a 

ISRO, Survey of India under directions of the Ministry of 

Urban Development (MoURD) are creating an urban GIS 

database with the help of satellite images and aerial 

photography. 

It will be a geospatial thematic database for 152 towns. 

For e.g. under its Disaster Management Programme, 

ISRO has provided the flood inundation maps using 

satellite data extensively during the recent floods of 

Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. Such information will 

be collated and consolidated in one integrated urban 

information system. 

It will be a strategic move towards urban planning and 

infrastructure creation. 

 

78.  Which of these statements about the newly 

implemented Goods and Services Tax 

(GST) regime is correct? 

(a) There is a single flat slab rate for all 

taxable services. 

(b) The taxation powers of the states 

have been abolished after the roll out 

of the regime. 

(c) Education and healthcare have been 

exempted from the GST regime. 

(d) Any new taxation or change in the 

existing taxes can be easily 

implemented by the executive route. 

  

Solution: c 

Option A: The actual rates in the four-slab structure will 

be 5%, 12%, 18% and 28%, as approved by the GST 

Council. Maximum rate has been capped at 40% by 

legislative route. 

Option B: States will be permitted to levy any new tax 

as the taxation powers of the states have only been 

restricted and not abolished after the rollout of GST. The 

states need to use the legislative route if it wants to levy 

additional tax for e.g. on cinema. 
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Option C: Education, healthcare and non-AC rail travel 

will remain exempted from the GST tax regime. Luxury 

hotels, gambling, race club betting and cinema services 

will attract a tax rate of 28%. 

Option D: From option A explanation it is clear that 

taxes will have to be changed by legislative route, either 

by the state or Centre. 

 

79.  What is/are the crucial difference(s) 

between the two polar ice caps of Arctic 

and Antarctica? 

1. The Arctic is not a continent, unlike 

Antarctica. 

2. Antarctica polar region experiences 

six month days and six month nights 

unlike the Arctic region. 

3. Arctic Ice Cap lies entirely on land, 

unlike Antarctica which lies on 
ocean. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

  

Solution: a 

Statement 1: Antarctica is a continent, and a protected 

pristine one where no nation has sovereignty. 

Statement 2: Due to the polar location, both regions will 

experience this condition. So, 2 is wrong. 

Statement 3: It is the Arctic ice cap that lies on sea. 

Antarctica lies on land as a continent with a long 

geological evolution created a variety of stones and 

mountain ranges. 

 

80.  Which of the following is correct about 

Oceanic Nino Index (ONI)? 

(a) It measures the productivity drop in 

oceans due to El-Nino events 

(b) It shows the frequency of occurrence 

of Southern Oscilllations (SOs) in the 

Indian Ocean 

(c) It compares east-central Pacific 

Ocean surface temperatures to their 

long-term average. 

(d) None 

  

Solution: c 

The Oceanic Nino Index (ONI) is one of the primary 

indices used to monitor the El Nino-Southern Oscillation 

(ENSO). The ONI is calculated by averaging sea surface 

temperature anomalies in an area of the east central 

equatorial Pacific Ocean, in the region (5S to 5N; 170W 

to 120W). Also, a 3-month time average (running mean) 

is calculated in order to better isolate variability closely 

related to the ENSO phenomenon. 

 

81.  Before the 91st Amendment Act (2003), the 
size of the Council of Ministers was 

determined by the 

(a) Parliament 

(b) Exigencies of time and situation 

(c) Total population size of the country 

(d) Number of constituencies in the 

country 

  

Solution: b 

This convention before 2003 led to widespread abuse of 

the system. 

It led to very large size of the Council of Ministers. 

Besides, when no party had a clear majority, there was 

a temptation to win over the support of the members of 

the Parliament by giving them ministerial positions as 

there was no restriction on the number of the members 

of the Council of Ministers. 

This was happening in many States also. Therefore, an 

amendment was made that the Council of Ministers 

shall not exceed 15 percent of total number of members 

of the House of People (or Assembly, in the case of the 

States). 

 

82.  The National Summit on Fortification of 
Food was recently inaugurated in New 

Delhi. What do you understand by 

fortification of food? 

(a) Increasing the intake of food per 

capita 

(b) Nutrient enrichment of food 
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(c) Reducing environmental stress due 

to food production 

(d) Development of gated communities 
around major food centres to reduce 

post-harvest losses 

  

Solution: b 

To address interventions in combating micronutrient 

malnutrition in the country, a two day summit was co-

hosted by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of 

India (FSSAI) in partnership with related central 

ministries/departments and development partners. 

Food fortification or enrichment is the process of 

adding micronutrients i.e. essential trace elements and 

vitamins into the food. It is an integrated approach to 

prevent micronutrient deficiencies and complements 

other approaches to improve health and nutrition. Food 

fortification does not require changes in existing food 

habits and patterns nor individual compliance. It does 

not alter characteristics of food and is socio-culturally 

acceptable. It can be introduced quickly and can 

produce nutritional benefits and improve health of 

people in a short period of time. It also safe and cost 

effective. This enrichment process has proven as an 

effective strategy to meet the nutritional needs of a 

large number of people across various sections of the 

society, including the poor and underprivileged, 

pregnant women and young children. 

 

83.  Consider the following statements about 

Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ 

Rights Authority, India. 

1. It was established in pursuance of 
broad provisions of the Trade Related 

Aspects of the Intellectual Property 

Rights (TRIPS). 

2. It grants approval for conducting 

genetic research and clearing genetic 

patents which use biodiversity of 
India. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: a 

Statement 2: This is done by the National Biodiversity 

Authority (NBA) and State Biodiversity authorities 

 

84.  Consider the following statements. 

1. The Swadeshi movement had its 
roots in the anti-partition movement 

opposing the partition of Bengal. 

2. The formal proclamation of the 

Swadeshi movement was made in a 

meeting held at the Calcutta Town 
hall. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
  

Solution: c 

Statement 1: Timeline was broadly as follows: 

1905-1909: Movement confined to Bengal and launched 

as a protest movement 

1909-1910: Countrywide spread of movement and 

launching of anti-colonical movement 

1910-1911: Swadeshi movement merged with 

revolutionary terrorist movement of first phase and led 

to the foundation of numerous secret associations. 

Statement 2: It was done in 1905 at a meeting held at 

the Calcutta Town hall. At this meeting, the famous 

Boycott resolution was passed. 

Boycott was first suggested by Krishan Kumar Mitra in 

Sanjivani in 1905. 

The boycott of British products was followed by the 

advocacy of Swadeshi and to buy Indian products only. 

An important aspect of the swadeshi movement was the 

emphasis placed on self-reliance or atmasaki. 

Selfreliance meant assertion of national dignity, honour 

and self-confidence. 

 

85.  Consider the following about Photochemical 

smog. 

1. It is most likely to occur in cold, 
humid and overcast conditions. 
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2. Unsaturated hydrocarbons and 

nitrogen oxides produced by 

automobiles help in its formation. 

3. It is also known as oxidising smog 

due to high concentration of 

oxidising agents present in it. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: b 

Smog is the most common example of air pollution that 

occurs in many cities throughout the world. There are 

two types of smog: 

Classical smog occurs in cool humid climate. It is a 

mixture of smoke, fog and sulphur dioxide. Chemically it 

is a reducing mixture and so it is also called as reducing 

smog. 

Statement 1: So, it talks about classical smog, not 

photochemical smog. Photochemical smog occurs in 

warm, dry and sunny climate. 

Statement 2: The main components of the 

photochemical smog result from the action of sunlight 

on unsaturated hydrocarbons and nitrogen oxides 

produced by automobiles and factories. 

Statement 3: Ozone is a common oxidizing agent found 

in photochemical smog. Another type of smog, 

“reducing smog”, has high concentrations of sulfur 

dioxide, which is a reducing agent. 

It produces severe eye irritation and poor visibility 

 

86.  A new liberalized E-visa regime for 161 

nations has come into effect from April 1, 

2017. However, this will not be applicable 
to nationals of which of these countries? 

1. United States of America 

2. Pakistan 

3. Afghanistan 

4. Bangladesh 

5. Brazil 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 3, 4 and 5 only 

  

Solution: b 

The system of E-visa has evolved over the last seven 

years. In 2010 India launched Tourist Visa on Arrival 

(TVOA) limited to nationals from five countries Japan, 

Singapore, Finland, Luxembourg and New Zealand. 

A year later the government decided to extend the 

scheme to nationals to nationals from Cambodia, Laos 

Vietnam, the Philippines, Myanmar and Indonesia. 

The conventional process of granting visas by Indian 

diplomatic missions, however, will not be discontinued. 

 

87.  The Judges Enquiry Act (1968) regulates 

the procedure relating to the removal of a 

judge of a high court by the process of 

impeachment. Consider the following with 

reference to it. 

1. The procedure for the impeachment 

of a judge of a high court is the same 

as that for a judge of the Supreme 

Court. 

2. The Speaker or Chairman of the 

house may refuse to admit a motion 
for the impeachment of a high court 

judge. 

3. No judge of a high court has been 

impeached so far. 

4. Only the Chief Justice of India can 
pass the final order for the removal of 

a high court judge post-

impeachment. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

  

Solution: a 
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A removal motion signed by 100 members (in the case 

of Lok Sabha) or 50 members (in the case of Rajya 

Sabha) is to be given to the Speaker/Chairman. 

The Speaker/Chairman may admit the motion or refuse 

to admit it. 

If it is admitted, then the Speaker/Chairman is to 

constitute a three-member committee to investigate 

into the charges. 

The procedure is same for a SC judge. So, 1 and 2 both 

are correct. 

Statement 4: After the motion is passed by each House 

of Parliament by special majority, an address 

ispresented to the president for removal of the judge. 

Finally, the president passes an order removing the 

judge. 

 

88.  Consider the following statements about 

the contribution of Muhammad bin 

Tughlaq. 

1. He followed the practice of providing 
agricultural loans named takkavi to 

farmers. 

2. He encouraged the farmers to 

cultivate inferior crops like barley 

instead of wheat to bring equity in 

agriculture. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
  

Solution: a 

Sultans like Muhammad bi Tughlaq and Firoz Tughlaq 

took efforts to enhance agricultural production by 

providing irrigational facilities and by providing takkavi 

loans. So, 1 is wrong. 

They also encouraged the farmers to cultivate superior 

crop like wheat instead of barley. So, 2 is wrong. 

Firoz encouraged the growth of horticulture. 

Muhammadbin Tughlaq created a separate agricultural 

department, Diwani Kohi. 

 

89.  Consider the following statements. 

Assertion (A): A serving Prime Minister 

cannot be expelled by a house of 
Parliament for breach of its privilege. 

Reason (R): If Prime Minister is a member 

of a house of Parliament, he serves as the 

Leader of the House. 

In the context of the above, which of these 

is correct? 

(a) A is correct, and R is an appropriate 

explanation of A. 

(b) A is correct, but R is not an 

appropriate explanation of A. 

(c) A is correct, but R is incorrect 

(d) A is incorrect, but R is correct. 

  

Solution: d 

In 1977, the sixth Lok Sabha expelled Mrs. Indira Gandhi 

from its membership and sentenced her to jail for a 

week for committing a contempt of House while she 

was Prime Minister. So, A is incorrect. 

But, the seventh Lok Sabha rescinded the resolution 

expelling her by describing it as politically motivated. 

A Prime Minister need not be the Leader of the Lok 

Sabha, but he is the Leader of the House where he is a 

member (for e.g. Manmohan Singh was leader of Rajya 

Sabha and its member). So, R is correct. 

 

90.  The often-heard term “Shadow Bank” refers 

to 

(a) All non-banking financial 

institutions 

(b) A banking entity that performs all 

transactions online without a 
physical presence 

(c) Financial institutions that fall 

outside the purview of regular 

banking system and skips stern 

government regulation 

(d) All financial entities operating in tax 

havens 

  

Solution: c 

These institutions (for e.g. Manappuram Finance, 

Capital First and Shriram Transport Finance) perform 

banking like activities done by NBFCs, but are not 
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regulated by RBI. They need not follow statutory limits 

like CRR, SLR etc. They operate only under certain 

guidelines issued by RBI/SEBI, IRDA etc. 

 

91.  Indian Computer Emergency Response 

Team (CERT-In) has been designated 

under the Information Technology 

(Amendment) Act 2008 to serve as the 

national agency to perform which of the 

following functions? 

1. Approving the commercial plans of 

Internet Service providers (ISPs) 

2. Forecast and provide alerts of cyber 

security incidents 

3. Regulating the mergers and 
acquisitions of Internet Service 

Providers to maintain service quality 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 2 only 

  

Solution: d 

Statement 1: It has not role in overseeing the 

commercial or the financial aspects of ISPs in India. So, 

1 is incorrect. 

Statement 3:  Overseeing the mergers of companies in 

India comes under the jurisdiction of the Competition 

Commission of India (CCI). So, 3 is also incorrect. 

 

92.  The pressure exerted by liquid at the bottom 

of a circular container will increase with an 

increase in 

(a) Height of the liquid column 

(b) Width of the container 

(c) Width of the liquid column 

(d) All of the above 

  

Solution: a 

The force acting on a unit area of asurface is called 

pressure. 

Option A: The total pressure exerted by a liquid column 

at its base is proportional to the height of the column. 

Option B: If the width of the container increases, a) 

height of liquid column will reduce, and b) area of the 

base will increase. So, pressure will actually reduce. 

Option C: Width of the liquid column contributes to the 

weight, not pressure, since pressure is calculated on 

“per unit area”. So, the increase in width is adjusted 

with the increase in area. 

 

93.  “New International economic order (NIEO)” 

of the 1970s 

(a) Was to a call to shun cold war 

(b) Advocated financial assistance for re-

building parts of the world 

devastated by war and colonization 

(c) Stop globalization and spread of 

multi-national companies 

(d) Was related to the revision of the 

international economic system in 

favour of developing countries 
  

Solution: d 

The NIEO was a set of proposals put forward during the 

1970s by some developing countries through the United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development to 

promote their interests by improving their terms of 

trade, increasing development assistance, developed-

country tariff reductions, and other means. 

It was meant to be a revision of the international 

economic system in favour of Third World countries, 

replacing the Bretton Woods system, which had 

benefited the leading states that had created it – 

especially the United States. 

 

94.  Who represents India as the Governor in the 

Board of Governors of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF)? 

(a) Union Finance Minister 

(b) RBI Governor 

(c) Union Finance Secretary 

(d) Chairman, Financial Stability Board 

(FSB) 
  

Solution: a 
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Finance Minister is the Governor and RBI Governor is 

the Alternate Governor. 

The day-to-day management of the IMF is carried out by 

the Managing Director who is Chairman of the Board of 

Executive Directors. 

Board of Executive Directors consists of 24 directors 

appointed/elected by member countries/group of 

countries – is the executive body of the IMF. 

India is represented at the IMF by an Executive Director, 

who also represents three other countries in India’s 

constituency – Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Bhutan. 

 

95.  Mixed economic model implies that 

1. The state promotes both agriculture 
and industry with equal priority. 

2. Public sector co-exists along with 

private sector. 

3. The economy solely focuses on 

production of wage and light goods. 

4. Heavy industries are discouraged 

and small scale industries are 

promoted by the government. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1 and 4 only 

  

Solution: c 

Mixed economy is basically an economic system 

combining private and state enterprise. 

It features characteristics of both capitalism and 

socialism. A mixed economic system protects private 

property and allows a level of economic freedom in the 

use of capital, but also allows for governments to 

interfere in economic activities in order to achieve social 

aims. 

Subsidies, targeted tax credits, fiscal stimulus and 

public-private partnerships are common examples of 

government intervention in mixed economies. These 

usually do not generate massive economic distortions, 

but instead are instruments to achieve specific goals. 

 

96.  Consider the following pairs: 

1. Kuthampully Sarees : Kerala 

2. Ilkal Sarees : Haryana 

3. Udayagiri Wooden 

Cutlery 

: Andhra 

Pradesh 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly 

matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 3 only 

 

Solution: c 

Ilkal sarees belong to Karnataka state. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Geographical_In

dications_in_India 

 

97.  Which one of the following issues the 

‘Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Index’? 

(a) The BRICS Bank 

(b) The Asian Development Bank 

(c) International Monetary Fund 

(d) World Bank 

 

Solution: d 

Universal Health Coverage Index is issued by World 

Bank. 

 

98.  Which of the following best describes off-
grid power 

1. Biomass gasifiers 

2. Watermills/micro hydro projects 

3. Small Wind Energy & Hybrid 

Systems  

4. Solar PV -Roof top systems 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4  
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Solution: d 

All are off-grid power types 

 

99.  Which  of  the  following  products  are  part  

of Electronics  System  Design  &  

Manufacturing (ESDM) sector in India ?  

1. Telecom  

2. IT hardware  

3. Medical electronics  

Select the correct answer using the code 

below:  

(a) 1 and 2   

(b) 1 and 3 

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: d 

ESDM products include telecom, IT hardware, consumer 

electronics, medical electronics, automotive 

electronics, solar  photovoltaic,  LEDs,  LCDs,  strategic  

electronics,  avionics,  industrial  electronics,  nano-

electronics, semiconductor chips and chip components, 

other electronic components. 

http://www.gktoday.in/blog/esdm-industry-in-india/  

 

100.  Consider the following statements 

regarding Coral Triangle bio-region:  

1. It is a marine area located in the 

western Pacific Ocean.  

2. It encompasses the highest diversity 
of coral reef fishes in the world. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?   

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: c 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coral_Triangle  
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