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General Studies – 1; Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important 
contributors /contributions from different parts of the country. 
 

Role of Sabarmati Ashram in India’s struggle for Independence 
 

1) Introduction 

 The Sabarmati Ashram situated on the banks of river Sabarmati was home to Mahatma Gandhi 
from 1917 to 1930 and served as one of the main centres of the Indian freedom struggle. 

 The reason the Sabarmati Ashram is so very important is because of the person who lived in it and 
the role the ashram played in the nation’s life during his residency. 
 

2) Importance of Sabarmati Ashram 

 India is a home to many buildings of stark political and symbolic importance like Red Fort, the 
Ashoka Pillar, the Parliament Building, and the Rashtrapati Bhavan which are symbols of our 
political power and pride. 

 However, one building stands apart and tallest amongst these – the Sabarmati Ashram– house to 
Father of our nation during the crucial years of the freedom struggle.  

 It was not only a shelter and a political space during the freedom struggle but it was also a place 
where the Mahatma dreamt of a pure India liberated from the evils of untouchability, inequality 
and societal divides. 

 The first struggle Gandhiji headed from the Sabarmati Ashram was for the textile workers strike.  

 It was also from here on the 12 March 1930 that Gandhiji launched the famous Dandi march 241 
miles from the Ashram in protest of the British Salt Law 

 Most of the constructive activities of Mahatma Gandhi, supplementary to the freedom struggle, like 
basic education, khadi activities, swadeshi andolan, cleanliness campaign and prohibition were 
started here. 

 The Ashram was a human laboratory where Gandhiji could test his moral and spiritual hypotheses. 

 Over the years, the Ashram has become home to the ideology that set India free and has inspired 
nations and people in their own battles against oppressive forces. 
 

3) Gandhiji's Ideals 

 At a time when the world was witnessing violent warfare and armed revolutions, Bapu started a 
mass movement for freedom through non-violent means, termed as Satyagrah and ultimately got 
freedom for India. 

 The greatest leader the world has seen till date and probably will ever see lived a very humble life. 

 The humble lifestyle of the Mahatma showed a model way of life for a young country striving for 
independence. 

 Satya and Ahimsa were his ideals.  

 He wished to free the country firstly from the practice of untouchability that had deep roots in the 
Indian psyche and secondly the strong inequality which governed the society. 

 Non-violent means of mass scale civil agitation against the oppressive British rule made India a role 
model for others to follow.   

 Gandhiji’s charkha and untouchability campaign brought the majority of the deprived masses of 
India into the national mainstream.  
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4) Today's Relevance 

 Today the Ashram lives on but the social evils, economic disparities and vested political interests 
have succeeded in pushing the ideals of the Mahatma on the backseat.  

 Today caste hierarchy, all kinds of violence instilling insecurity in the minds of people and increasing 
religious divide are disrupting the very social fabric of India. 

 In times of turbulence or unrest the civil society raises its voice against the atrocities by holding 
protests and sitting on dharnas outside the Sabarmati Ashram 

 But the Ashram reminds us to be hopeful and optimistic. It tells us to not thwart the vision of the 
Mahatma even in the face of immense adversity. 

 The Ashram still preserves the dream that India will eventually live up to and is waiting to see the 
country free of all kinds of oppressions on its own people. 

 The Ashram still personifies the ideals of truth and humility of a man who once lived there and lived 
for a nation and died for a nation.  
 

5) Conclusion 

 Gandhiji said he would never return to Sabarmati until India achieved Independence. 

 He did see India gain Independence on August 15, 1947; but was unable to return to Sabarmati, as 
he was assassinated by Vinayak N. Godse 

 The Ashram tells us about one man’s dedication, determination and ideals but also reminds us of 
the road we still need to traverse in order to realise Gandhiji’s dream of an India free from injustice. 

 On its 100th birthday, the Ashram had a wish–“We need Gandhiji more than ever”. It muses “How 
long will I have to wait to see his dreams fulfilled, an India with equality and equal opportunities for 
all?” 

 
 


