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General Studies – 2; Topic:  Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 
involving India and/or affecting India’s interest 

 
Role of China and Pakistan in shaping India - US Relations 

 
1) Introduction 

 Indian and American relationship has more or less been guided by the global factors. 

 Resisting Chinese expansionism has been a shared interest between India and the U.S in recent 
years, and the rising defence cooperation between India and US is testimony to that.  
 

2) What’s China’s role in the India-U.S. relationship? 

 Today, both India and the U.S. have relationships with China that have elements of cooperation, 
competition and, potentially, conflict—though in different degrees. 

 China—especially uncertainty about its behavior—is partly what is driving the India-U.S. 
partnership.  

 Three imperatives in the U.S. for a more robust relationship with India and for supporting its rise 
a. Strategic interest, especially in the context of the rise of China 
b. Economic interest 
c. Shared democratic values 

 New Delhi’s own China strategy involves strengthening India both security-wise and economically 
and building a range of partnerships—and it envisions a key role for the U.S. in both. 

 India and the U.S. recognize that China will play a crucial role in Asia—it is the nature of that role 
that concerns both countries.  

 China's claims and assertiveness in South China Sea has led to India-US defence cooperation and 
Malabar Naval Exercise involving the United States, Japan and India 

 China intends to reduce its dependency on international financial institutions like IMF and World 
Bank. This is evident from the establishment of AIIB and NDB. US see India as a balancing force to 
China. 

 India has announced to become a permanent member in Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). 
SCO is often considered as a counter force to NATO. In this context, India shall make a fine balance 
between these two interests.   

 India-U.S. partnership “will be of great value in advancing peace, security and stability in the Asia 
and Pacific regions 

 Concerns 
a. There is concern about the reliability of the U.S., with the sense that the U.S. will end up 

choosing China because of the more interdependent Sino-American economic relationship 
and/or leave India in the lurch. 

b. In US there are also worries about the gap between Indian potential and performance. 

 Recommendations 
a. India and the U.S. should continue to strengthen their broader relationship. But they should 

also continue to engage with Beijing—this can benefit all three countries and demonstrate the 
advantages of cooperation. 

b. The U.S. should continue to support the development of India’s relationships with its allies and 
countries in Southeast Asia. 
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c. New Delhi has to show that it can walk the talk and follow through on its “Act East” policy—
deepening both strategic and economic cooperation with the region.  

d. There should also be consideration of an official China-India-U.S. trilateral dialogue, which could 
serve at least two purposes: provide a platform to discuss issues of common concern and show 
Beijing that India and the U.S. aren’t interested in excluding it if it is willing to be part of the 
solution.  

e. U.S. has to recognize that India is likely to maintain other partnerships in its attempt to balance 
China—including one with Russia 

f. It is important for policymakers and analysts in both countries to keep in mind that an India-U.S. 
strategic partnership solely based on China is neither desirable nor sustainable. 
 

3) Why China is not a worrying factor for US? 

  In the order of American threat perceptions, China appears to be quite low at the moment, with 
Russia climbing to the top as a conventional threat  

 Islamism and the potential for nuclear adventurism by North Korea or Iran come much higher on 
the list than China. 

 Chinese market and manufacturing processes are essential for America's global operations. 

  Trump's administration has taken a benign view of Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative while American 
companies are trying to get as much business out of it as possible. 
 

4) What’s Pakistan’s role in the India-U.S. relationship? 

 US President Donald Trump and Indian PM Narendra Modi, vowing to fight terrorism together while 
issuing a warning to Pakistan. 

 There has been increasing appreciation among Washington’s strategic thinkers and policymakers of 
Pakistan’s duplicity in the conflict in Afghanistan.  

 US support India's concern of Pakistan fuelling terrorist activities. This is manifested by the US 
support to UNSC resolution-1267 to designate Masood Azhar as an international terrorist 

 India also "appreciated" the recent move by the US to label top Kashmiri militant Syed Salahuddin a 
"specially designated global terrorist" 

 Concerns 
a. U.S. administrations have viewed India’s attempts to influence America’s Pakistan policy with 

scepticism.  
b. While India wants the U.S. to rein in Pakistan’s sponsorship of terrorism, it does not want 

American opinion on Kashmir — a position that American policymakers consider contradictory. 
c. The transfer of arms from US to Pakistan is often a cause of great worry for India. 

 Way Forward 
a. Stabilising Pakistan and seeking a political deal with the Taliban. 
b.  Strengthen co-operation against threats including Pakistan-based militant groups Jaish-e-

Mohammad and Lashkar-e-Taiba. 
c. India and Pakistan should engage in a direct bilateral dialogue aimed at reducing tensions. 
d. The Pakistan factor cannot be allowed to derail the positive momentum in India-US bilateral 

relationship. 
 
 


