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General Studies – 2; Topic:  Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the 
protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections.  

 
India ratifies ILO pacts on Child Labour 

 
1) Introduction 

 “There can be no keener revelation of a society's soul than the way in which it treats its children.” – 
Nelson Mandela 

 The term “child labour” is defined as work that deprives children of their childhood, their potential 
and their dignity, and that is harmful to physical-mental development. 

 India ratified core International Labour Organisation (ILO) conventions 138 and 182 on Child Labour 
to fight against the menace and achieve the objective of child labour-free nation. 

 With ratification of these two core ILO conventions, India has ratified 6 out of 8 core ILO 
conventions. 
 

2) Convention 182 

 Prohibition of all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking of 
children, debt bondage and forced or compulsory labour 

 Prohibition of forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict. 

 It prohibits use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of pornography 
or for pornographic performances. 

 It also prohibits work which, by its nature or the circumstances is likely to harm the health, safety or 
morals of children. 
 

3) Convention 138 

  Prescribes the minimum age of employment for children, which is set as 14 years or such age as 
specified in the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009, whichever is more. 
 

4) Significance 

 Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi has said that India's decision for ratification of Convention 182 and 
Convention 138 was "long overdue" in providing justice to the country's children. 

 Important step in protecting all our children from exploitation and abuse. 

 ILO conventions carry some weight in naming and shaming a country if it fails to implement them.  

 Every four years, every ILO member who has ratified Conventions 138 and 182 will face 
international scrutiny. Thus it is an important step for subjecting one’s performance on vital issues 
concerning child labour to global commitments.  

 Redoubles efforts to achieve 2030’s Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 8.7,  which calls on all 
parts of society to secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour 

 India can further draw on the expertise and advice of the ILO’s international supervisory system 
through social dialogue and technical cooperation, to implement the Conventions. 
 

5) Government Efforts 

 India has been working in a concerted manner to eliminate child labour from the country by 
following a multi-pronged strategy by including both stringent legislative and project-based 
approach. 



                              Insights Mind maps 
 

www.insightsonindia.com  Page 2                                                           www.insightsias.com  

 Child labour (Prohibition and Prevention) amendment Act, 2016 provides for complete prohibition 
on employment of children below 14 years in all occupations and prohibits employment of 
adolescents (14-18 years) in hazardous occupations. 

 Child labour (Prohibition and Prevention) amendment Act, 2016 paves the way for children to be 
employed in family-owned industries 

 Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Central Rules provide broad and specific framework for 
prevention, prohibition, rescue and rehabilitation of child and adolescent workers. 

 Government is in the process of providing a digital platform PENCIL' for redressal of complaints, 
child tracking system and a monitoring mechanism. 

 National Child Labour Project (NCLP), which is a rehabilitative scheme, providing bridge education 
and vocational training to adolescents.  
 

6) Concerns / Challenges 

 Lack of adequate information and monitoring mechanisms for tackling child domestic labour in 
India. 

 India’s millions of child labourers—who are working under huge socio-economic compulsions from 
their poverty driven population face enormous difficulties and continue to be denied normal 
childhood 

 Child labour violates human rights, and is in contravention of the International Labour Organization 
 

7) Solution 

 Need for a social movement to eliminate/eradicate child labour 

 The government has to provide budgetary funds for investing in primary and secondary education 
and other amenities to dissuade children being pushed into labour. 

 Ensure that children who are drawn into education have a chance of getting better jobs after their 
studies. 

 With family-based work being permitted, the inspection system will need to see how such work 
places ensure protection against hazardous work. 

 It is important to bring more and more awareness in the public domain about the problem of child 
labour in India. 

 A change in mindset in required at the grass root level and in all sections of the society.  

 There is no ‘one size fits all’ solution to this problem. A long-term, multi-pronged strategy 
implemented on a regular basis is the need of the hour. 

 Rehabilitation of former child labourers through which their childhood is restored and they are 
moved to the path of education 

 Another major inhibitor for child labour would be the upliftment of the society in general and 
overall improvement of their economic status.  

 The Government, media and NGOs have to unite to play their proper role in this holistic task. 
 
 


