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Synopsis: General Studies Paper - 2 
 

Topic: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure.  

Q) “A Constitution does not “confer” fundamental rights. It confirms their existence and accords 

them protection. Above all, the fundamental rights part in the Constitution is a salutary reminder 

that the powers of the state are not unlimited and that human personality is priceless.” Discuss the 

significance of this statement. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express  

Constitutional Fundamental Rights have their origins in the liberalism of the 17th and 18th centuries, most 
particularly in the American and French revolutions. These rights took birth from the notion of natural rights 
which claimed that humans were invested with a set of rights on account of their being human. John Locke 
defined these rights as ‘Life, Liberty and Property’. Today we have come a long way from Locke and enjoy a 
variety of Fundamental rights. 

Fundamental human rights are moral principles or norms, which describe certain standards of human 
behavior, and are regularly protected as legal rights in national and international law. They are commonly 
understood as inalienable fundamental rights “to which a person is inherently entitled simply because she or 
he is a human being,” and which are “inherent in all human beings” regardless of their nation, location, 
language, religion, ethnic origin or any other status. They are applicable everywhere and at every time in the 
sense of being universal, and they are egalitarian in the sense of being the same for everyone. They require 
empathy and the rule of law and impose an obligation on persons to respect the human rights of others. They 
should not be taken away except as a result of due process based on specific circumstances; for example, 
human rights may include freedom from unlawful imprisonment, torture, and execution. 

Thus state or constitution does not confer fundamental rights but recognize them and accords them 
protection. In fact protecting the fundamental rights of the citizens has become the most important duty of 
the state. The State should remember that recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable 
rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world. 

Disregard and contempt for human rights in the past have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged the 
conscience of mankind. Thus state has the moral and ethical duty of creating environment in which human 
beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want that has been proclaimed as 
the highest aspiration of the common people. 

The consent of the governed is the source of authority for the state and it has no rights to overrule it. Thus 
through the constitution certain restrictions are placed over state while discharging its functions. 
 

Q) Which features of the Indian Constitution seek to address inequalities, especially inequality of 

power puts our democratic frameworks in peril? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

To minimize inequalities in the society and to deliver justice were the foundational objectives behind the 
making of the Indian constitution. In fact most of the important provisions of the constitution are directed at 
bringing equality and promoting socio-economic justice. 

Some form of Inequality has always existed in India since ancient times. However with the rise and 
consolidation of caste system, this socio-economic inequality was institutionalized and given legitimate form. 
This type of inequality continued even after the India’s annexation by British. India’s constitution makers were 
aware of this fact and thus incorporated many provision that would usher the era of true equality in India. 
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Following features of the constitution that seek to address inequalities- 

 Preamble- 

It mentions that Indian constitution shall try to achieve Equality of status and of Opportunity and Justice, 
Social, Economic and Political. 

 Fundamental rights- 

1. Art 14- promotes Equality before law and Equal protection of laws. 

2. Art 15- Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. In fact 
constitution recognizes that some groups like Socially and Educationally Backward classes, Women 
need special assistance and made provisions for them to bring them at equal footing with others. 

3. Art 16- Equality of Opportunity in matters of public employment. 

4. Art 17- Abolition of untouchability and prohibition of its practices. 

5. Art 18- Abolition of titles except military and academic. 

 Directive Principles of State Policy- 

They direct the state- 

1. To promote the welfare of the people by securing a social order permeated by Justice- Social, Economic 
and Political and to minimize inequalities in income, status, facilities and opportunities (Art 38). 

2. Equitable distribution of material resources of the community for the common good (Art 39b). 

 Prevention of concentration of wealth and means of production (Art 39c). 

1. To promote equal justice and to provide free legal aid to poor (Art 39A). 

2. To promote the educational and economic interests of SCs, STs and other weaker sections of the society 
and to protect them from social injustice and exploitation (Art 46). 

 Constitution has envisioned equality not only for people but also for its federal units. Thus all states are 
placed on same footing for most of the matters. The exception being J&K, states under Art 371 and special 
category states on account of their historical and geographical aspects. 

 Further Judiciary is tasked with most important function of delivering Justice and preserving the principle 
of equality as envisioned in the constitution. Constitution explicitly makes provision for its independence 
so that executives or legislatures do not venture into judicial territory. 

All the provisions for equality have brought considerable results in pushing India towards equal society. The 
constitutional provisions have helped law-makers to enact different laws to bring socio-economic equality. For 
eg Protection of Civil Rights act 1955, SC, ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989, Right to Education act 2009 
etc. 

However glaring inequalities remain both in social and Economic matters among the people in India. Stricter 
laws have failed to eradicate caste based oppression, political barriers are still strong for them, income 
inequalities are growing starker, and women are still struggling to earn their equal rights with their male 
counterparts. Thus there is long way to go in making India a truly equal country. 
 

Q)  India both democracy and elections are celebrated. But in recent years, elections have become 

synonymous with democracy. Do you think the meaning of democracy and our celebration of it 

largely going to be exhausted by the importance of elections? Or are elections also an instrument 

of a meaning of democracy that goes beyond elections? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Impartial election process is most critical part in the effective functioning of democracy. It strengthens and 
consolidates democratic values among citizens. However democracy does not mean only elections and other 
processes related to it. 
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 Meaning of democracy can have various dimensions. However in primal sense, it means rule of the 
people, by the people, for the people. The most symbolic pronouncement of this is the periodic elections 
that take place. Moreover, except for the emergency, India has never failed to conduct timely elections. 
The fervor and enthusiasm shown is no less than a festival, marking not just the direct power in people’s 
hands but also, placing every adult citizen on the same pedestal, with the same power. It is a reflection 
of people’s choices; voter turn outs are a major indication of people’s awareness and their interests in 
the democratic participation, it is a measure of check and balances for political parties and lastly it is the 
success of a nation standing on democratic principles. 

 However, this becoming synonymous with the definition of democracy puts the enormous responsibility 
(and blame) on the people (example – US elections). It is this phenomenon that centers democracy only 
on the citizens and not their representatives. Other pillars of democracy, the executive (which works 
under the legislature) and the judiciary (that contains over-centralizing powers) are majorly excluded in 
this understanding. Media, seldom held as the fourth pillar of democracy, is active throughout, but has a 
special role to play during the elections – how information, data and events are dispersed (surveys, 
bootlegging, corruption, vote banks etc). 

 After the elections, people who go in deep slumber and wait for the next opportunity to make their 
decisions heard, and they suddenly become important again. 

What we forget is that the other aspects synonymous with the definition of democracy – rights, justice, 
equality, republic, secularism (though being represented through elections) – remain mere words. 
Example, the biggest source of grass-root democracy is Panchayati Raj Instituions – but how many 
decisions are taken to strengthen and attend to this form? 

Hence, elections, just as other dimensions, are part of the democratic system. It is only on them that the 
democratic structure stands, but their significance becomes insignificant the moment they are made symbolic. 
The failure of the entire structure in many ways implies the need to strengthen other dimensions that have 
significance throughout and not just after every 5 years. 
 

Q) The Supreme Court of India, in Krishna Kumar Singh v. State of Bihar , made a series of 

pronouncements with potentially huge implications for the future of democratic governance in the 

country. Critically discuss significance of these pronouncements. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Recently in Krishna Kumar Singh v. State of Bihar case, Supreme Court goes deeper and concludes that the 
failure to place an ordinance before the legislature constitutes abuse of power and a fraud on the Constitution. 

Supreme Court judgements in the past- 

 In Cooper case (1970), the Supreme Court held that the President’s satisfaction can be questioned in a 
court on the grounds of malafied. 

 The Supreme Court in a D C Wadhwa case (1987) ruled that successive repromulgation of ordinances 
with the same text without any attempt to get the bill passed by the legislature would amount to violation 
of the constitution and the ordinance so promulgated is liable to be struck down. 

Ordinance making power of President- 

Article 123, which defines the ordinance-making power of the Union executive, states that when both Houses 
of Parliament are not in session, if the President is satisfied that “circumstances exist which render it necessary 
for him to take immediate action, he may promulgate such Ordinance as the circumstances appear to him to 
require”. 

It further provides that any ordinance shall have the same force and effect as a statute of Parliament, provided 
it is laid before both Houses. What’s more, the ordinance so made will “cease to operate at the expiration of 
six weeks from the reassembly of Parliament”, or if Parliament at any time before the conclusion of the period 
passes resolutions disapproving of the ordinance. In nearly identical terms, Article 213 of the Constitution 
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places on the Governor, acting on the advice of the Council of Ministers of his State, the power to pass 
ordinances on subjects of State authority. 

Misuse of ordinance- 

In practice, however, ordinances have scarcely been used as a purely exceptional measure. Most recently, the 
Central executive had issued an ordinance in 2014, which it subsequently repromulgated three times without 
approval, to overturn significant benefits guaranteed by the land acquisition law enacted by Parliament in 
2013. Their aim clearly was to bypass the democratic requirements of argument and deliberation, and to 
overcome numerical shortcomings that they faced in the Rajya Sabha. What the government was doing, 
therefore, was to use its ordinance-making power as virtually an alternative tool of legislation. It was a similar 
abuse of power that had been placed before the Supreme Court for its examination in Krishna Kumar Singh. 

Significance- 

 The judgment widens the scope of judicial review of ordinances. The court can go into whether the 
President or Governor had any material to arrive at the satisfaction that an ordinance was necessary and 
to examine whether there was any oblique motive.  

 The court recognized the power to make ordinances has been abused to subvert the democratic process. 
A failure of a legislature to confirm an ordinance, therefore, in the court’s ruling, was fatal both to the 
validity of the law, and also, unless public interest otherwise demanded, to the rights and liabilities that 
may have accrued from such a law. 

 The court’s verdict has to be seen as placing a vital check on what has until now been a power rampantly 
abused by the executive. Inconvenient as legislative debate and deliberation can be, the legislature 
constitutes a critical foundation of our democracy.  

 The judgement upholds the democratic legitimacy of the parliamentary institution that requires any law 
is to be deliberated before it passed by legislatures. 

 It upholds the principle of Separation of powers that has been the base of Indian polity and ensures that 
the legislative powers of the executive are not misused.  

 The present judgement is in line with previous judgements given in Cooper case (1970) and D C Wadhwa 
case (1987). 

Conclusion- 

The founders’ aim was always to impose a separation of power between the three recognised wings of 
government. In this arrangement, the legislature (Parliament at the Centre, and the Assemblies and the 
Councils in the States) is tasked with the primary job of making laws; the executive’s role is to administer the 
country by enforcing these laws; and the judiciary interprets the laws, sees if they are being followed, and, 
where required, reviews them to ensure that they are constitutionally compliant. The executive’s power to 
issue ordinances, therefore, goes against this general grain of command; for it acts neither as a check nor as a 
balance on the authority exercised by the other branches of government. 
 

Q) Strong arguments are made in favour of introducing universal basic income (UBI) in India. 

Analyse these arguments and suggest how UBI can be made feasible and effective in India. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Universal Basic Income- 

A Universal basic income is a form of social security in which all citizens or residents of a country regularly 
receive an unconditional sum of money, either from a government or some other public institution, in addition 
to any income received from elsewhere. 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/27/6-strong-arguments-made-favour-introducing-universal-basic-income-ubi-india-analyse-arguments-suggest-ubi-can-made-feasible-effective-india/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/27/6-strong-arguments-made-favour-introducing-universal-basic-income-ubi-india-analyse-arguments-suggest-ubi-can-made-feasible-effective-india/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/27/6-strong-arguments-made-favour-introducing-universal-basic-income-ubi-india-analyse-arguments-suggest-ubi-can-made-feasible-effective-india/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/Case-for-targeted-basic-income/article17099866.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_security


www.insightsonindia.com 11 © Insights IAS 

There are three features of UBI: 

 First, it is universal and not targeted. In the Indian context, this makes sense because of the less-than-
satisfactory experience with targeting welfare services like PDS. 

 The second feature of any proposed universal basic income scheme is cash transfer in lieu of in-kind 
transfer. Cash transfers are supposed to be much less market-distorting than in-kind transfers. 

 The third distinguishing feature is that it is unconditional. Cash transfers are not tied to exhibiting certain 
behavior, and the people are free to spend the cash as they want. 

Arguments in favor of UBI- 

 Economists are advocating universal basic incomes for fighting inequality, slow wage growth, advancing 
automation and fears that immigrants will take away jobs. 

 A basic income scheme will be administratively easier and cleaner than the employment schemes like 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS): putting money into select 
Aadhaar-seeded Jan-Dhan bank accounts ought to be relatively simple. 

 The current situation of the govt welfare schemes for the poor is plagued with problems like mis-
targeting of subsidies, leakages and diversion of resources. UBI could be a solution as it would allow 
people to buy from open market. 

 The existing plethora of welfare schemes have failed to address the long-standing problems like 
corruption in the implementation, rampant poverty in the country, malnutrition and unemployment 
issues. Thus it is expected that Universal Basic Income would act as antidote to these problems. 

 Universal Basic Income would allow citizens to decide how to spend them. It offers them basket of choices 
thereby empowering the citizens. 

Arguments against UBI- 

 The main reason why UBI was rejected in Switzerland was because of its fiscal implication. Most of the 
suggestions in favour of UBI in India are made fiscally feasible with a number of unrealistic assumptions. 
A study has shown that both Centre and State subsidies amount to 14% of the GDP. The idea should be 
to reduce non merit subsidies and boost capital spending. 

 Secondly, it will not be easy to roll back non merit subsidies easily. In fact, it will become more difficult 
to arrive at the amount to be transferred under UBI if subsidies are rolled back. 

 The plan would be only for families below the poverty line that could create a disincentive to work, 
because once you crossed over the poverty line the government payments would drop. 

 In rural areas, free and unconditional money is prone to give rise to spending in unproductive things such 
as alcohol and drugs. 

Why UBI is applicable for India? 

 It’s just a new way:India already spend a lot of money in terms of hundreds of social sectoral schemes. 

 Leads to greater accountability: It would ensure the percolation of subsidy in a better manner which 
government is spending on the people. 

 Positive outcome of Study:The recent Pilot project of UNICEF (by SEWA) in Madhya Pradesh has proved 
a scheme like UBI could be far better than present scheme. 

 Previous recommendation:The recommendation of Tendulkar Committee has already sought for UBI and 
it’s calculation shows the burden of UBI (RS. 1000~/ month) on GDP is the approx 12% of GDP. 

WAY FORWARD:- 

 Government will have to find ways to increase and implement taxes more on commodities and products 
to balance the financial system. 

 Government have to set up commissions that will provide an quarterly and annual report. 
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 Need to focus on more towards digitization, e-banking, and make it available to the people at grass root 
level also. 

 Need to spread awareness about the digital economy and make use of programme like digital India 
effectively by conducting seminars, awareness camp at villages, towns, school, colleges etc 

 Proper audits need to be conduct to check the allotment of fund, and an independent authority needs to 
be constituted at the state and central level to work independently without any political pressure. It will 
help to achieve transparency as well. 

 

Topic:  Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Q) Why there exists a temptation to use the power vested in the President and the Governors 

under Articles 123 and 213 of the Constitution? What is the opinion of the Supreme Court on 

frequent use of this power? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Articles 123 and 213 deals with the ordinance making powers of the President and Governor respectively. 
Article 123 of the constitution empowers President to promulgate the ordinance during the recess of the 
parliament only when he/she is satisfied that the circumstances exist that render it necessary for him/her to 
take immediate action. Same is the case for Governor under article 213. 

Reasons for temptation to use ordinance power- 

 To deal with any important and urgent matter that has come up during the recess of the parliament. 

 Reluctance to face the legislature on particular issues. 

 Fear of defeat in the Upper House where the government may lack the required numbers. 

 The need to overcome an impasse in the legislature caused by repeated and willful disruption by a 
vociferous section of the Opposition. 

 To serve any political need and exigency even for its vested interests.  

Opinion of Supreme Court on frequent use of ordinance power- 

 In Cooper case (1970), the Supreme Court held that the President’s satisfaction can be questioned in a 
court on the grounds of malafied. 

 The Supreme Court in a D C Wadhwa case (1987) ruled that successive repromulgation of ordinances 
with the same text without any attempt to get the bill passed by the legislature would amount to violation 
of the constitution and the ordinance so promulgated is liable to be struck down. 

 Recently in Krishna Kumar Singh v. State of Bihar case, Supreme Court goes deeper and concludes that 
the failure to place an ordinance before the legislature constitutes abuse of power and a fraud on the 
Constitution. The judgment widens the scope of judicial review of ordinances. The court can go into 
whether the President or Governor had any material to arrive at the satisfaction that an ordinance was 
necessary and to examine whether there was any oblique motive.  

Conclusion- 

The ordinance making power of the President in India is rather unusual and not found in most of the 
democratic constitutions of the world including that of USA and UK. In the justification of the ordinance making 
power of the President, Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar had said that, mechanism of issuing ordinance was devised 
in order to enable the Executive to deal with a situation that may suddenly and immediately arise when the 
parliament is not in session. 

However the executives have resorted to the frequent use of ordinances for the reasons mentioned above. 
Legislative deliberations are the base of democratic system and to issue ordinance with the sole intention of 
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bypassing legislature defeats very purpose of parliamentary discussions. Hence the recent judgement given 
by SC is in spirit with the intentions of constitution makers and uphelds the dignity of parliament. 
 

Q) Why is the Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee (PAC) called as the “mother of all 

Parliamentary Committees”? Briefly discuss its history, composition, powers and challenges. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

History- 

Committee on Public Accounts was first set up in 1921 in the wake of the Montague-Chelmsford Reforms. The 
basic function of the committees had been to ensure that the expenditure had been incurred for the intended 
purposes as authorized by the authority concerned. 

Under the Act of 1935, there was a specific provision that “the accounts and audit report thereon should be 
placed before the legislature”. So, the Rules of Procedure provided for the appointment of Public Accounts 
Committee to Scrutinise the Accounts and Audit report. 

The Finance Member of the Executive Council was the Chairman of the Committee. The Finance Department 
(now the Ministry of Finance) provided secretariat assistance to the Committee up to 1949. During the days 
of the Interim Government, the then Finance Minister was the Chairman of the Committee and, after 
Independence the Finance Minister of India became Chairman. This naturally restricted the free expression of 
views and criticism of the Executive. 

With the Constitution coming into force on January, 26, 1950, the Committee became a Parliamentary 
Committee functioning under the Speaker with a non-official Chairman appointed by the Speaker from among 
the Members of Lok Sabha elected to the Committee. But even then, a member from the ruling party 
continued to be Chairman. 

The Congress had the post until 1967, when Minoo Masani of Swatantra Party became Chairman. Since then 
the PAC has always been headed by a member from the Opposition. 

Composition- 

At present it consists of 22 members (15 from Lok Sabha and 7 from Rajya Sabha). The members are elected 
by the parliament every year from amongst its members according to the principle of proportional 
representation by means of the single transferable vote. Thus all parties get due representation in it. The term 
of the office of the members is one year. A minister cannot be elected as a member of the committee. The 
chairman of the committee is appointed by the speaker from amongst its members. Since 1967 a convention 
has developed whereby the chairman of the committee is selected invariably from the opposition. 

Powers and functions- 

 To examine the appropriation accounts and the finance accounts of the union government and any other 
accounts laid before the Lok Sabha. 

 In scrutinizing the appropriation accounts and the audit report of CAG on it, the committee has to satisfy 
itself that- 

1. The money that has been disbursed was legally available for the applied service or purpose; 

2. The expenditure conforms to the authority that governs it; 

 Every reappropriation has been made in accordance with the related rules. 

 To examine the accounts of state corporations, trading concerns and manufacturing projects and the 
audit report of CAG on them. 

 To examine the accounts of autonomous and semi-autonomous bodies, the audit of which is conducted 
by the CAG. 
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 To consider the report of the CAG relating to an audit of any receipts or to examine the accounts of stores 
and stocks. 

 To examine money spent on any service during the financial year in excess of the amount granted by the 
Lok Sabha for that purpose. 

Thus the PAC examines public expenditure not only from legal and formal point of view to discover technical 
irregularities but also from the point of view of economy, prudence, wisdom and propriety to bring out the 
cases of waste, loss, corruption, extravagance, inefficiency and nugatory expenses. 

It can also make recommendations to streamline the administration for efficient, speedy and economical 
implementation of policy. 

The PAC’s power to scrutinize expenditure provides for Parliamentary oversight over Executive decisions and 
acts as a check on slackness, negligence and even wrongdoing on the part of the Executive. 

The PAC can summon the persons related to policy decision for the explanation. Recently RBI governor was 
summoned for explaining motives, impact and other questions related to the demonetization move. 

Thus due such wide powers vested in the PAC, it is known as the mother of all committees. 

Challenges- 

 Lack of technical expertise hinders the PAC’s examinations. Officers are sometimes able to dodge PAC 
summons, which has prompted suggestions that it should have the power to hand out harsher 
punishments. 

 There are no suo motu powers of investigation for the PAC. 

 It takes up any issue after the CAG has examined and submitted its report, thus lagging behind the issue 
in terms of time. 

 Lack of adequate funds and Lack of strength to carry out all investigation 

Way forward- 

 Institute of Public Auditors of India (IPAI) sought suo motu powers of investigation for the PAC. 

 Making the CAG and Auditor General (AG) accountable to Parliament. 

 PAC should be consulted on the appointment of the CAG, and that it should have powers to examine 
Public-Private Partnership projects. 

 Services of experts should be availed on technical matters. 
 

Q) What were the objectives of the Enemy Property (Amendment and Validation) Ordinance? Do 

you think this Ordinance subverts both the primacy of the legislature and the spirit of the 

Constitution? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Objectives of the given ordinance- 

 The bill amends the Enemy Property Act, 1968, to vest all rights, titles and interests over enemy property 
in the custodian and declares transfer of property by the enemy as void. Enemy properties are land and 
assets such as jewelry, shares and bank deposits left behind by persons or firms that chose to go to 
Pakistan after the Partition and subsequent wars. It includes persons who went to China too. 

 This applies retrospectively to all transfers that have occurred after the Act was passed. One of the 
controversial provisions of the bill is that it amends the definition of “enemy” and “enemy subject” to 
include the legal heir(s) or successor(s) of the enemy, even if the latter is a citizen of India or a non-enemy 
country. According to the new bill, the law of succession will not apply to the legal heir(s) or successor(s) 
of the enemy. 
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 The bill also prohibits civil courts and other authorities from entertaining disputes related to enemy 
property. 

Issue of ordinance and legislative primacy- 

The provision of ordinance is made in the constitution to enable executive to deal with a situation that may 
suddenly and immediately arise when the parliament is not in session. Thus power of ordinance is an extra-
ordinary weapon that should be used sparingly by ruling party. However in many cases executives have 
resorted to the frequent use of ordinance sometimes even to bypass the deliberations of the parliament or 
legislative assemblies. 

In this regard judiciary has clearly stated its stance against the overreach of ordinance. 

 In D C Wadhwa case (1987), the SC ruled that successive repromulgation of ordinances with the same 
text without any attempt to get the bills passed by the assembly would amount to violation of the 
constitution and the ordinance so promulgated is liable to be struck down. It held that exceptional power 
of law making through ordinance cannot be used as a substitute for the legislative power of the 
legislature. 

 The Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court, in Krishna Kumar Singh’s case, has reiterated the principle 
that re-promulgation of ordinances is a fraud on the Constitution and a subversion of the democratic 
legislative processes. The raison d’être for this dictum is that re-promulgation represents an effort to 
overreach the legislative process which is the primary source of law-making in a parliamentary 
democracy. 

In the present context of the Enemy Property (Amendment and Validation) Ordinance, the ordinance was 
promulgated for the 5th time by the President without trying to get it passed from the parliament.  Frequent 
promulgation of ordinance under the art 123 has given way to executive excessiveness, which SC time and 
again has termed as fraud on Constitution (D C Wadhwa and Krishna Kumar Singh’s cases). 

Further the ordinance is in contravention with the Supreme Court’s judgement given in the Raja of 
Mahmudabad case (2005) which ordered the authorities to return back the properties to his successors. 

Conclusion- 

Even though government’s intentions are primarily due to the concerns of National Security, the successive 
promulgation of ordinance has certainly undermined the primacy of legislature and spirit of the constitution. 
 

Topic: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary  

Q) Bihar government’s decision to put in place 50 per cent reservations in judicial services has been 

appreciated widely. Discuss merits of this move by Bihar government. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background- 

Bihar government has taken a decision to allow 50 per cent reservation in subordinate and superior judicial 
services for direct appointment after due consultation with the Patna High Court and Bihar Public Service 
Commission.  This stand of the Bihar government is not of recent origin. It could take this decision after a 
protracted legal battle of almost two decades. The final nod came in the light of a Supreme Court judgment of 
September 29, 2016, in the state of Bihar vs Dayanand Singh case. The judgment resulted in reservations for 
superior posts like district and additional judge. For subordinate services like judicial magistrate and munsif 
magistrate, a reservation policy for 27 per cent of the posts was already in operation. Within the new policy 
of 50 per cent reservation across the board for both the segments, 21 per cent is for EBCs, 12 per cent for 
OBCs, 16 per cent for SCs, and 1 per cent for STs. Over and above this, a vertical reservation of 35 per cent for 
women and 1 per cent for differently-abled persons was also provided. 

Merits of the move- 

 Promotes equality – The recent decision would reduce unfair treatment of Backward classes at the hands 
of government machineries owing to them being controlled by influential classes or traditional upper 
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castes. For eg Poor conviction record under Protection of Civil Rights act 1955, SC/ST Prevention of 
Atrocities Act 1989. The decision is also in line with Preamble (Equality and justice), Art 14 (Equality 
before law) etc. 

 Increased Sensitivity –As per judicial experts, Lower courts appear more sensitive than higher courts 
towards marginalized section in their judgments (greater proportion of Upper Caste judges in higher 
courts). 

 Reduced Legal Lynching –Most of the under trials lodged in jail often belong to historical lower castes 
and courts in majority cases have remained insensitive to their cause. 

 Increased representation –Marginalized population and historically oppressed classes would have more 
say in the decision-making and delivering justice. 

 Increased trust –The decision could change the mindset of such sections who generally do not approach 
the higher judiciary due to court’s insensitiveness. 

 Gender sensitivity –Women judges generally are more socially sensitive and vertical reservation of 35% 
for women would lead to women empowerment and 1% for differently-abled give representation to 
hitherto neglected section. 

 The decision also considers economic backwardness as one of the criteria which would help poor among 
the other classes. 

Some concerns- 

 Vote-bank politics –May turn into platform for excessive appeasement for lower caste through political 
class for their votes and unnecessary harassment of higher castes in some cases. 

 Efficiency and Standard –Need to check that such reservation policy does not hamper the efficiency of 
judicial system. 

 Overhaul at threshold needed –Make police social sensitive and increase representation of marginalized 
section to prevent harassment. 

 Focus on skill development –Effective implementation of skill development programs needed to 
promote socio-economic development. 

Conclusion- 

The Bihar Govt. decision is highly regarded as being ‘socially sensitive’ by many experts and promotes Judicial 
inclusion. However, such measures are needed at all levels of judiciary like HC to promote uniformity in 
decision-making and should be supplemented with other measures like faster-dispute resolution, check on 
judicial-political-police collusion to promote un-biasedness. 
 

Topic: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure 

Q) “India’s Act East policy will gain traction only if there is a committed road map for 

withdrawing AFSPA.” Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

North-East part of India forms the core chunk of the Act East policy as it is the only region in direct contact 
with the South-East Asian nations (through Myanmar). Prosperity, peace and stability would most important 
factors in making North-East to play important role in Act East policy. However the North-East region in India 
is beset with the problems like lack of connectivity, absence of required infrastructure, political instability and 
most important presence of insurgents and separatist groups. 

To fight with the insurgencies and separatist groups government passes AFSPA in September, 1958 to the Naga 
Hills, then part of Assam. In the following decades it spread, one by one, to the other Seven Sister States in 
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India’s northeast. However instead of bringing peace and stability the act has brought unrest and turbulence 
in the North-Eastern region. 

Withdrawing AFSPA would give impetus to development and thereby traction to Act East policy due to 
following reasons- 

 The act has hampered the progress and development of the region. 

 Economic integration of North East can only take place if it is demilitarized and roads are open for trade 
and commerce like tourism. 

 Infrastructure development and road connectivity with South East Asia is not being developed due to 
high controls of AFSPA 

 Social tensions exist between tribes like Nagas, Kukis and Meiteis and locals with the government over 
AFSPA. 

 International outlook, credit rating & ease of doing business would depend on the freedom of people. 

 The act is proving as deterrent to investment in the region from the mainland India and also from abroad. 

 The withdrawal of the act would give liberty to the local people to participate in the process of 
development. 

Way forward- 

Even though the region is far from peace and tranquility, and security of the region takes foremost priority, it 
does not give explanation for the continuation of the draconian laws like AFSPA. Union government has failed 
to create confidence and trust between different communities in the region. Further vested political interests 
have hampered the peace process. It has also obstructed the overall development of region. 

For the success of Act East policy, the existing conditions in N-E region have to be changed. The regions still 
awaits the true integration with the mainland. The Act East policy can play important role in mainstreaming 
the region with the rest of the India. 

The development of NE and its key role in Act East policy would open the vast ocean of opportunities for the 
local as well as other people of India. The lacuna of the Look East policy would be removed and region would 
become the success story for the rest of the world. 
 

Topic: Functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies 

Q) What are the Election Commission’s powers in a dispute over the election symbol in case a party 

splits? Also discuss related court cases and controversies. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

The recent controversies about disputes over Election symbol in case a party splits in Samajwadi Party and 
AIDMK party has thrown light on Election Commission powers and roles in such cases. 

Under what authority does the EC decide such disputes? 

The Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 empowers the EC to recognise political parties 
and allot symbols. Under Paragraph 15 of the Order, it can decide disputes among rival groups or sections of 
a recognised political party staking claim to its name and symbol. 

What is the legal status of Paragraph 15? 

Under Paragraph 15, the EC is the only authority to decide issues on a dispute or a merger. The Supreme Court 
upheld its validity in Sadiq Ali and another vs. ECI in 1971. 

What aspects does the EC consider before recognising one group as the official party? 

The ECI primarily ascertains the support enjoyed by a claimant within a political party in its organisational wing 
and in its legislative wing. 
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How does the ECI establish a claim of majority in these wings? 

The Commission examines the party’s constitution and its list of office-bearers submitted when the party was 
united. It identifies the apex committee(s) in the organisation and finds out how many office-bearers, 
members or delegates support the rival claimants. For the legislative wing, the party goes by the number of 
MPs and MLAs in the rival camps. It may consider affidavits filed by these members to ascertain where they 
stand. 

What ruling will the EC give after a definite finding? 

The ECI may decide the dispute in favour of one faction by holding that it commands enough support in its 
organisational and legislative wings to be entitled to the name and symbol of the recognised party. It may 
permit the other group to register itself as a separate political party. 

What happens when there is no certainty about the majority of either faction? 

Where the party is either vertically divided or it is not possible to say with certainty which group has a majority, 
the EC may freeze the party’s symbol and allow the groups to register themselves with new names or add 
prefixes or suffixes to the party’s existing names. 

Can a dispute be decided immediately, if elections are round the corner? 

The EC may take time to gather enough material to decide the question. For immediate electoral purposes, it 
may freeze the party’s symbol and advise the groups to fight the elections in different names and on temporary 
symbols. 

What happens when rival factions settle their differences in future? 

If reunited, the claimants may approach the EC again and seek to be recognised as a unified party. The EC is 
also empowered to recognise mergers of groups into one entity. It may restore the symbol and name of the 
original party. 

Powers of EC (Para 15 of the SYMBOLS ORDER, 1968)  

 PRELIMINARY CHECKS:-EC would hear to all the available facts and circumstances of the case, and decide 
if both factions have enough support to carry forward the proceedings; if not enough support is present 
it would dismiss the plea 

 TEST OF FACTION SUPPORT-BASE :-Check on which faction enjoys greater support, and either recognize 
one faction and award right to use symbol to them or none of them gets recognized 

 BINDING RECOMMENDATION :-decision of the EC shall be binding on all rival sections/groups with 
respect to recognised national and state parties, while it in case of registered but unrecognised parties, 
it advises them to resolve their differences amicably or approach the court 

 FREEZE THE PARTY SYMBOL IN INTERIM:- in case polls are close and provide ad hoc recognition to the 
two factions under names similar to the parent party 

Eg ICN (I) and INC (U) during Congress’s 2nd split in 1979, BJP and JP after Janata party split in 1980 

COURT CASES AND CONTROVERSIES 

 CPI SPLIT :-Prior to 1968 order, EC based its decisions on Conduct of Election Rules, 1961  
Fall out of Soviet Union and China in 1960s created ideological differences, and faction CPI(M) got 
recognized as ‘National Party’ by EC as it secured more than 4% in the three states (WB,AP, Kerala) 

 INC SPLIT :-Fallout between ‘Syndicate’ and ‘Indira’ faction in 1969 led to expelling of Indira Gandhi, and 
old symbol was given old party by EC, while Indira had to contest with new symbol (Use of Para 15, SO- 
1968) 

 EC WAS FACED WITH DILEMMA in some situation where there was no such defined rule 
Eg AIDMK Split,1987 – After death of MGR, his wife enjoyed support of majority of MP/MLA while 
Jayalalitha enjoyed support of majority of party workers and leaders, however agreement was reached 
before EC decision 
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 1997 RULE :-Separated group has to register itself as separate party first, and would then be accorded 
national or state party based on its performance in election after registration (Support of current 
MP/MLA base not sufficient) 

Conclusion:- 

Constitution has given enough power to EC in current scenario to deal with such kinds of situations. The 
transparency in functioning of the body is of high nature, only need is to fasten the above process, (as EC takes 
more than 6 months to decide on such cases) to avoid building of unnecessary tension in the poll-bound region 
 

Q) Currently, all opposition political parties have demanded that the Union budget, scheduled for 

February 1, 2017, should be postponed till polling ends on March 8. Do you think Union budget just 

before assembly polls, violates model code of conduct? What’s the view of Election Commission 

and Supreme Court on the issue of pre-poll promises by governments? Critically examine. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- Election Commission of India’s Model Code of Conduct is a set of guidelines issued by 
the Election Commission of India for conduct of political parties and candidates during elections mainly with 
respect to speeches, polling day, polling booths, election manifestos, processions and general conduct. These 
set of norms has been evolved with the consensus of political parties who have consented to abide by the 
principles embodied in the said code in its letter and spirit. The Model Code of Conduct comes into force 
immediately on announcement of the election schedule by the commission for the need of ensuring free and 
fair elections. 

The main points of the code are: 

1. Government bodies are not to participate in any recruitment process during the electoral process. 

2. The contesting candidates and their campaigners must respect the home life of their rivals and should 
not disturb them by holding road shows or demonstrations in front of their houses. The code tells the 
candidates to keep it. 

3. The election campaign rallies and road shows must not hinder the road traffic. 

4. Candidates are asked to refrain from distributing liquor to voters. It is a widely known fact in India that 
during election campaigning, liquor may be distributed to the voters. 

5. The election code in force hinders the government or ruling party leaders from launching new welfare 
programmes like construction of roads, provision of drinking water facilities etc. or any ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies. 

6. The code instructs that public spaces like meeting grounds, helipads, government guest houses and 
bungalows should be equally shared among the contesting candidates. These public spaces should not 
be monopolised by a few candidates. 

DOES BUDGET PREPONDMENT VIOLATE MCC?? 

Yes 

 POPULIST BUDGET:-The ruling party now aware of the polling dates, may include more populist policies 
to appease electorates in these states either directly/indirectly 

Past example are UPA Govt. has delayed the budget by a fortnight in 2012, when faced with similar 
circumstances 

 SIGNIFICANT POPULATION~13% of population would go for vote in upcoming months 
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No 

 RIGHT OF EXECUTIVE :-Union budget is an annual exercise and right and power of the Union government 
to present the details of its expenditure and income (A.112) coupled with Section 123 (2)(b) of 
Representation of Peoples Act,1951 it states that such practice would not amount to interference if intent 
of the Govt. is clear 

 EXCEPTION ONLY IN CASE OF LS ELECTION:-As per former CEC’s, Union Budget would have to be cut to a 
Vote-on-Account only if this was a Lok Sabha election, but this scenario does not recommend any changes 
to budget procedure 

 WHOLE COUNTRY VS STATES :-Budget is for whole country and every year some or other states would go 
for polling, and budget cannot be deferred for that 

 CONDITIONAL VIOLATION :-MCC is only applied on Central Govt. in terms of announcements in these 
states, and not in their overall working schedule 

EC VIEWS:- 

EC surrendered its right to intervene in such cases in 2001 

Harbans Singh Jalal v/s Union of India and others, 2001 

In the above case, the EC surrendered the right to intervene before a poll was actually “announced”, even if it 
was imminent, even when satisfied that such announcements were for expected electoral gain.Earlier, the EC 
asserted this right any time before an imminent poll, not necessarily after the poll announcement. 

SC VIEWS:- 

It observed wide gaps in exercise of power of EC, and advised both Govt. and EC to frame clear guidelines 
regarding the demarcation of powers to decrease subjectivity (Subramaniam Balaji v/s State of TN. 2013) 

Conclusion:- 

Model Code of Conduct has no mention of Union Budget so EC should come forward with specific guidelines 
or recent proposal of half the state election at a time along with Union government since states are very high 
considering voting population and one elected it might the change the future of the state for the 5 years in a 
row. 
 

Topic:  Appointment to various Constitutional posts; 

Q) In the light of the Supreme Court’s observations on the quality of a round of appointments made 

to the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission last year, critically comment on 

deteriorating  institutional integrity of the constitutional body in various states and measures 

needed to make these institutions transparent and accountable. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Recently a Standing by the Madras High Court judgment quashing the appointment of 11 members, the court 
has directed the State government to make a fresh selection of TNPSC members after a “meaningful and 
deliberative process”. 

In this light the Second ARC report has highlighted several structural flaws:- 

 Appointment: The ascribed based instead of merit based appointments done in various constitutional 
bodies, act more like retirement home. 

 Nepotism: The constitutional bodies are plagued by class, caste, regional interest which overpower them 
in various aspects. 

 Fictitious bodies: For example Himachal Pradesh for over a decade had fictitious zonal planning 
committee. 
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 The constitutional bodies lack devolution of 3F: finance, function and functionaries for example State 
Human Right Commissions are regarded as toothless tigers. 

 Centralization of power with chief minister office makes bodies inconsequential. 

 Lack own vision as each state has own distinct requirement: Like state public commission mindlessly 
copies UPSC. 

Measure for reform: 

 Merit based selection: The selection at the important posts like members of constitutional bodies must 
hold educational qualifications like university degree must for state public commission. 

 Consultation with parent body at center must be made a ritual in order to integrate and inculcate the 
best practices practiced in central bodies. 

 More autonomy must be given to the bodies with respect to functions, functionaries and funds. 

 Yearly report regarding the performance and evaluation must be laid out timely and if possible in public 
domain in order to take feedbacks. 

 Increase transparency by making available proceeding digitally and readily replying to RTI queries. 

 Sensitizing citizen of roles and responsibilities of particular institution. 

 Fixing the strength of the board so as to eliminate extraneous appointments and appointment of 
outsiders to a SPSC to achieve political neutrality. 

 Making it mandatory for all state PSC to have a laid down procedure for recruitment and penalty for 
deviating from it. 

 

Q) Compare and contrast powers of Delhi Lieutenant Governor’s with that of Puducherry 

Lieutenant Governor’s powers. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Articles 239 to 241 in part VIII of the constitution deal with the Union territories. Even though all the union 
territories belong to one category, there is no uniformity in their administrative system. 

Comparing and contrasting the powers of Delhi Lt Governor with that of Puducherry- 

Similarities – 

 The union territories of Puducherry (in 1963) and Delhi (in 1992) are provided with a legislative assembly 
and a council of ministers headed by Chief Minister. 

LG can act in his/her discretion in the matter of lawmaking, even though the Council of Minister advises 
him/her, and LG claiming that matter is urgent can take immediate action. For eg Present Lt Governor 
cancelled the Puducherry Government’s circular on social media use. 

 Prior sanction of the LG is required for certain legislative proposals (Section 22, 23 of GoUT Act, 1963) in 
both UT’s 

Differences- 

 General administration- 

The administrative powers of Lt Governor of Delhi are wider and broader compared to his counter-part in 
Puduchery. For eg LG executive domain extends over public order, police and land under consultation with 
CM (Art.239AA). 

LG of Puduchery has not been provided with such powers. 
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 Governed by different Acts- 

Delhi- It is guided by the Government of National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi Act, 1991, and the 
Transaction of Business of the Govt. of NCT of Delhi Rules, 1993 

Puduchery- It is guided mostly by Government of UT Act, 1963 

 Relationship with elected representatives- 

Delhi- considering the importance of Delhi, LG of Delhi is vested with higher authority over elected 
representatives and ministers. For eg Eg- LG of Delhi Najeeb Jung cancelled the appointment of 15 Delhi 
government lawyers appointed by State Government. He also cancelled the appointment of DERC Chief. 
Puducherry- compared to LG of Delhi, the LG of Puduchery does not enjoy such wide powers. However 
according to Rule 47 of (Rules of Business of the Government of Pondicherry, 1963), states that LG has 
powers to regulate the conditions of service of Govt. officials in consultation with the CM, while during 
difference of opinion the matter can be referred to President. 

Conclusion- 

Delhi is a more sensitive area being a National Capital hence Centre indirectly exerts more control over it 
through LG, than Puducherry. States while being under federal system, UT prominently displays unitary 
features. Thus, more clarity in devolution of powers with a greater share to State Govt. (SC has reasserted this) 
is the need of the hour. 
 

Topic: Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act 

Q) Critically discuss views expressed by judges of the Supreme Court in their interpretation of the 

Section 123(3) of the Representation of the People Act. Also examine significance of this judgement 

for citizens and democracy. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- The Section 123 (3A) says: “The promotion of, or attempt to promote, feelings of enmity or 
hatred between different classes of the citizens of India on grounds of religion, race, caste, community, or 
language, by a candidate or his agent or any other person with the consent of a candidate or his election agent 
for the furtherance of the prospects of the election of that candidate or for prejudicially affecting the election 
of any candidate.]  

The judgment:- The Supreme Court on January 2 ruled that politicians cannot seek votes on the grounds of 
caste, creed or religion. The judgment came after the court revisited earlier judgments, including the one in 
1995 that equated Hindutva with Hinduism and called it a “way of life.” 

The Court verdict essentially dealt with the question whether a religious leader’s appeal to his followers to 
vote for a particular political party would amount to electoral malpractice under Section 123 of the 
Representation of People Act.  

The seven judges hearing the case split four to three, revealing the complexity of the issues involved, as well 
as an inevitable collision of constitutional values. And it all began with a disagreement over a single word: 
“his”. 

The question before the Supreme Court was deceptively simple: did the underlined word “his” qualify only 
the electoral candidate (and his agent, or persons speaking with his consent)? Or did it also qualify the person 
to whom the appeal was addressed (the elector)? 

But this is a poor judgment in four ways. 

 There is the methodological problem. The Court has devoted more pages to explicating purposive 
interpretation than clarifying the substantive issues. 
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 Ironically, both the majority and dissenting judgment use purposive interpretation to come to opposite 
conclusions. This should lend credence to the suspicion that method has, to borrow Stone’s phrase, also 
become a class of “illusory references”. 

 Purposive interpretation, needs to not just look at legislative history, but the case law. How does the law 
operate in practice? What are the effects of particular words? 

 The judgment goes into interpretative philosophy more than the case law of election cases. 

NEED FOR EXTENDING SCOPE OF 123(3) 

 To curb communal and separatist tendencies in the country 

 Allowing candidate to take advantage of voters religious identity for political gains leads to demeaning of 
the voter and is against public interest 

AGAINST (MINORITY VIEW)- 

 Religion, caste, language etc are symbols of social discrimination imposed on large segments of society – 
so discussion on these lines cannot be barred in election 

 Many features of constitution are based on these lines to promote a just social order, and social 
mobilization is key feature of electoral politics in democratic society 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS JUDGEMENT 

FOR CITIZENS 

 Leaders may not be able highlight the discrimination faced by marginalized electorates on caste-based 
lines 

 Inculcating of brotherhood and broader outlook in the society -> progressive and peaceful society 

FOR DEMOCRACY 

 Increase focus on developmental works done by candidates – focus on merit rather than caste-based 
politics, would make election process clean. 

 Promote secularism in country through ‘universal citizenship’ and supplement other measures like 
promotion of inter-caste marriage 

 Broad interpretation of section however, would produce more uncertainty. It may outlaw parties like the 
Akali dal whose very name violates the new interpretation, and such restrictions may violate free speech 
(art.19) 

 Further blur distinction between ‘religious’ and ‘non-religious’ appeals as done in Hindutva judgement 
portrayed it as a way of life and not religious appeal (justice Verma), construction of ram temple as 
historic claim rather than religious one 

 Forms case of judicial activism and overreach, as it constitutes to amendment in act passed by executive 
(rpa,1951) 

Conclusion:- 

The effectively of such wider interpretation would get examined in near future. The measure however 
embodies well with concept of “Positive Secularism” (Sarvo Dharma Samabhav) which comprises our core 
democratic principles. However, new interpretation does leave scope for more subjectivity, which may cause 
more harm than good. 
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Q) What do you understand by ‘secret ballot’? Are elections held in India secret? If not, how can 

elections be conducted secretly and also protect voters’ privacy? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

The secret ballot is a voting method in which a voter‘s choices in an election or a referendum is anonymous, 
forestalling attempts to influence the voter by intimidation, blackmailing, and potential vote buying. The 
system is one means of achieving the goal of political privacy. 

 The secret ballot was introduced with the first elections in 1951 along with paper ballots. In 1961, under 
Rule 59A of the Conduct of Elections Rules, it was decided that paper ballots from different booths would 
be “mixed” in large drums at counting centres before counting began. It was therefore impossible 
to ascertain the provenance of any single vote. 

 But with the introduction of EVMs from 2008, this kind of physical mixing was no longer possible — and 
booth-level data was available for the first time. The Election Commission of India has been aware of this 
problem; it has been developing the technology to restore the secrecy of the ballot. 

 This is now available as the “Totaliser”, a new machine that mixes up votes from the hundreds of EVMs 
across a constituency at the time of counting, making it impossible to trace the voting patterns of 
individual polling booths. The Totaliser connects EVMs via their control units through a cable which 
enables votes from multiple polling booths to be registered and counted together and replicates the 
mixing of the ballot papers. 

Way forward- 

 Adopt Totaliser machines:- Mixing up votes from EVMs across a constituency at the time of counting, 
thus making it impossible to trace the voting patterns of individual polling booth. 

 Discontinue disclosure of booth-level data, instead can show only total constituency-related data which 
would make mapping by parties much difficult. 

 Use of ICT:- Monitoring of election booths via CCTV to prevent ‘political goondas’ from influencing the 
voters 
Art 171 (3c) :-Many teachers have turned into politicians, while Govt. schools majorly host elections so 
many instances of collusion between school authorities and candidate have been reported. 

 Accessible locations and machines:- For disabled person, ramps at all voting sites, tactile and Braille 
buttons on EVMs and making process smoother so that assistance of a companion person is not required 
(Assiatance violates Right to secret voting) – Mobile voting is also practiced in some countries for such 
class of people. 

 Involving CSO :-Taking assistance from CSO like Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) and MyNeta 
for recording of cases of manipulation/discrimination against particular social groups Eg not allowing 
Dalit to vote etc, and also sensitizing CSO’s to respect privacy/secrecy of voters. 

 Last alternate resort can be:- Adopt paper ballots where traditionally mixing of constituency votes have 
been adopted 

Conclusion:- 

In a country where the conduct of elections is a rare example of efficiency and where voters, despite the odds, 
still cling to the notion of voting as an important civic duty, this compromise of the freedom and fairness of 
elections is worrying and needs to be challenged. Free and fair elections is one of the basic features of Indian 
Constitution and secret ballot is prerequisite for it to happen. 
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Q) It is said that the Supreme Court’s judgment on sectarian appeals during election campaigns 

interprets the Representation of the People Act, 1951 correctly and to its intended effect. Do you 

agree? Justify. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction:– 

 In a judgment which could have significant impact on electoral politics, the Supreme Court of India has held 
by a razor thin majority that Section 123(3) of the Representation of People Act, 1951 has to be given a broad 
and purposive interpretation. 

Section 123(3) of the Representation of Peoples Act states that the promotion of, or attempt to promote, 
feelings hatred between different classes of the citizens of India on grounds of religion, caste, community, by 
a candidate is legally banned. 

It’s an important verdict with positive fallouts like:- 

 It will be very useful in preventing communal violence and sectarian clashes in election time. 

 Decision provides a fair and level playing field for the candidates as it prohibits identity politics. 

 It underlines the principle that representatives must be chosen on the basis of rational decision which 
could put efforts on development rather than on emotional basis of caste, religion appeal. 

Recent judgment doesn’t underscore the interpretation to its intended effect: 

 The judgment doesn’t stop politics on religious and caste basis. It’s also silent about vote bank politics. 

 The verdict implies that caste and religious politics can be played for rest of the term of political period 
restricting it for 6 months only. 

 It is silent about the political parties which are formed on basis of religious and sectarian names, symbols 
etc. 

 Sectarian identities are closely linked to socio-economic issues. To address the legitimate demands of a 
community, sectarian mobilization is necessary eg. OBC mobilization before Mandal Commission. 

 Enforcement of the provision will become a major challenge especially given limited powers of Election 
Commission of India and individual subjectivity 

 Sectarian identity is often resorted when person’s socio economic position is inadequate for his self-
identity. Therefor without inclusive development, it will continue. 

 It also ignores that Indian Constitution also recognizes the basis of religion, caste and hence mobilization 
for historical un-justice on caste lines shouldn’t be banned. 

Conclusion:- 

 Religion, caste and language are as much a symbol of social discrimination imposed on large segments of our 
society. They are part of the central theme of the Constitution to produce a just social order. Electoral politics 
in a democratic polity is about social mobilization and hence though intended to regulate elections the verdict 
may run into practical errors while implementing. 
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Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Q) It is argued that investing in social sector would create much-needed jobs and boost economic 

growth. Illustrate. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

he social services sector like education, health etc has been considered as “public goods” not central to market 
,growth or stable economy, the reason is that these are long term investment and unlike other sectors have 
multidimensional effects which due to limited government tenure and limited resources cannot be assessed 
well. 

How investment in social sector would create much needed jobs and boost economic growth- 

 Spending on health, which is currently very low, can improve health of people, which in turn enhance the 
capability of work force. It also reduces man-days lost due to poor health. Diseases also take heavy toll 
of life and wealth. Improved health sector can also generate jobs and promotes medical tourism. For eg 
Kerala model where high level of education and health drive growth and jobs 

 Currently India has demographic dividend, whose benefits can only be reaped if they are given proper 
skills. Expenditure on education needs to be increased to 6% from current 3%. Most of the Indian are 
involved in unorganized sector, which underutilizes their potential and make them vulnerable to 
exploitation. Education can equip our workforce to require skill set that will have positive impact on 
economy. 

 Skills up gradation: these will help to create market competitive workforce that can be harnessed both 
at local and global scale. Schemes like skill India, Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana would play 
important role in this regard. 

 GENDER EQUALITY: gender sensitive education and women oriented health services will help in large 
scale women employment which promotes not only the family living standard but also the economic 
growth. India can increase its 2025 gross domestic product (GDP), estimated at $4.83 trillion, by between 
16% and 60% simply by enabling women to participate in the economy on par with men, according to 
study by the McKinsey Global Institute (MGI). 

 Social sector also includes providing basic amenities to all, which will reduce social and regional 
inequality. Currently most of economic activities are centred in cities putting heavy burden on them. 
Equitable distribution of wealth and regional development will boost domestic demand and create jobs 
throughout the country. 

 Creating an effective social security net in the social sector can also check the dependence of large 
sections of population on unorganized sector. It can also ensure increased female participation in 
education and health sector. 

Way forward- 

 Increasing budgetary allocation for health and education. The combine spending should be around 10% 
of GDP. 

 Union government should allow decentralised spending decisions by states and focus on the quality of 
learning. And in the health sector, it should change the focus from tertiary to primary care and spend 
more there. 

 Recent initiative of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao different skill development schemes 
like PMKVY, SKILL INDIA PROGRAM, etc are steps in right direction and should be implemented 
effectively. 
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Topic:  Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Q) What are the most important reforms in education sector in India you would like government 

to implement in coming years? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction: 

Today’s children are tomorrow’s future. Progress in education is foundational – critical for a nation to build a 
skilled workforce, and also to help people improve their livelihoods as a country grows. In coming years 
following reforms must be implemented by government in order to completely transform education system 
for betterment of India:- 

1) Fund Allocation: Budgetary allocation for education especially primary education should be increased. Also, 
corporate houses should be encouraged to allocate higher funds under Corporate Social Responsibility. 

2) Teacher – Pupil Ratio: A fixed ratio should be followed strictly so that, quality and quantity can be 
maintained. This will develop a healthy rapport between teachers and students and teachers will be able to 
realize the abilities of students more clearly. 

3) Regular training and incentivizing teachers: so that they can update themselves with innovative methods of 
teaching and incentives will motivate them to carry on the good work. 

4) Infrastructural Upgradation: Computer rooms, smart classes, libraries, playgrounds and most importantly 
toilets should be developed compulsorily in every school. 

5) Replacement of No detention policy: Because, NDP has not been able to improve the quality of students 
that reach higher classes. A new policy should be framed which will ensure that students attain reasonable 
knowledge in the lessons they’re learning. 

6) Learning vernacular languages: This should be made an option in front of students or their parents, and 
teachers should be appointed accordingly. 

7) Activity based learning, spread of spiritual education with yoga practices must be made a part of students 
life and education system. 

8) Reforming the UGC on the lines of TRS Subramaniam swami report, Pangariya committee reports in order 
to bring transparency, regulation and reduce corruption. 

 9) Extension of Right To Education act in tribal areas and for PVTGs in order to bring them in the scope of the 
act and formal education system. 

 10) Integrating Schools: Using Rajasthan model of Adarsh or Integrated Schools for merging primary & 
secondary schools in close proximity to ensure one stop place for students till Class XII. 

11) Value systems:-To build a society with sensible character and citizenship, it’s vital that value education is 
introduced in pre-school and strengthened in primary, secondary and higher education. 

12) Education Infrastructure:-Just as economic infrastructure is seen crucial for the industrial sector, the 
development of infrastructure of educational institutions should be seen as important to a knowledge society. 

13) Research in education:-Research in India is basically an elitist idea. Analysis in the least levels ranging from 
the undergraduate level within the science and technology fields ought to be inspired. Even the infrastructure 
offered for analysis and development is poor and archaic. 

14) Physical Education:-There is no stress on physical development in our school curriculum. There’s a desire 
to encourage sports activities by providing the required infrastructure. The prevailing resources of Sports 
Authority of India and different sports bodies within the country ought to be utilized for this critical space. 

15) Extra-curricular activities:-One day per week (preferably Saturday) must be mandatorily put aside for 
extra-curricular activities like games, study visits, arts and crafts and similar activities at the primary school 
and secondary school level. 
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Conclusion: 

Education has the power of changing the face of demographic dividend of the country by inherently 
transforming each individual. It can be a real change maker if reforms like above mentioned are implemented 
in true spirit. 
 

Q) India has far higher open defecation rates than other developing regions where people are 

poorer, literacy rates are lower, and water is relatively more scarce. To what factors does new data 

attribute prevalence of open defecation in India? How should government policies be reoriented 

to tackle this problem? Critically discuss. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction:- 

Open defecation is the practice of people defecating outside and not into a designated toilet. The term is 
widely used in literature about water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) issues in developing countries. Open 
defecation causes public health problems in areas where people defecate in fields, urban parks, rivers, and 
open trenches in close proximity to the living space of others. 

About one billion people, or 15 percent of the global population, practice open defecation. India has the 
highest number of people practicing open defecation, around 490 million people, or nearly a third of the 
population.Most of it occurs in rural areas, where the prevalence is estimated at 52 percent of the population, 
as opposed to urban areas, where prevalence is estimated at 7.5 percent 

                           

Factors responsible for the open defecation in India:-  

 Latrines and pollution: People believe keeping latrines at home make home an unhygienic and unhealthy 
place to live. Moreover, belief is that kitchen and latrine cannot be placed in the same compound. These 
social beliefs obviously contributed towards continuing open defecation even though they can afford pit 
latrines. 

 Villagers reject affordable pit latrines: Latrines with small soak pits, as provided by Government is 
uniformly viewed with disdain. People refer to Government latrines as temporary, fake or kaccha. Better 
latrines with large pits and cemented underground tanks are welcomed positively but costly to afford. 

 Pit emptying and untouchability: Historically, pit emptying is considered as degraded job to be done by 
dalits for higher castes. This created justification for social exclusion of dalits from schools, public water 
sources and dignified employments. Though situations of discrimination and exclusion still exists, things 
are slowly changing in rural India. And today, very less people are ready to take up pit emptying job, on 
the other hand making it costly. 

 Women and the people who want latrines: Open defecation makes women more vulnerable and data 
shows if women had more decision making power, more houses in rural India would have latrines. This 
explicitly shows the gender aspect associated with continuing practice of open defecation. 

 Hindus and Muslims: Ideas of untouchability and caste system made significant contribution in continuing 
the practice. Data shows more Muslim rural houses (15%) had latrines compared to Hindu houses (4%). 
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Government policy requirements to tackle the problem: 

 Rural sanitation policy must address untouchability. 

 Awareness campaignto change the existing beliefs that open defecation is healthy and clean. 

 More budget allocationto provide cemented large pit latrines under Government’s ambit. 

 Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Actto be implemented in all 
states with strict discipline. The Act prohibits employing a “manual scavenger,” someone who cleans 
human faeces by hand. 

 Proper methods and workforce to carry out scavenging should be implemented at grass root level. 

 The laws and framework should have provisions toaddress villagers worries and concerns. 

Conclusion:- 

The Swachh Bharat Mission had given a great impetus for improving sanitation and cleanliness. Though the 
traditional policy frameworks provides little room to address the actual concerns of rural people, with the 
current level of exposure and relevance the problem is getting, better means and practices will be put in place 
to eradicate the practice of open defecation in very near future. 
 

Q) Setting up of the higher education financing agency (HEFA) is labelled as one of the key reforms 

in higher education sector in India. Examine why. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Funding issue with the higher education- 

Government remains the sole financer of higher education in India. Having allocated meager resources for the 
higher education till now, higher education in India is suffering through the problems like lack of quality 
infrastructure, absence of quality teachers, low expense on the research and development and thereby 
reduced educational standards. Thus government has planned to create new financial agency which could 
cater the funding requirements of the educational institutes. 

Higher Education Financial Agency (HEFA)- 

 HEFA will be a non-banking financial corporation in collaboration with Canara Bank. 

 The agency will be a special purpose vehicle (SPV) and work from a state-run bank, and is expected to 
ease pressure on the government, which currently is the sole funder of such institutions. 

 The SPV will be a quasi-sovereign agency, which will borrow funds at close to the 10-year gilt rate, which 
is around 8% at present. It will lend to institutions at a slightly higher rate. 

Objectives and Functions of HEFA- 

 HEFA will fund the infrastructure growth requirements of government higher educational institutions and 
allow them to raise funds and repay them over a period of time from their own income. HEFA will allow 
an institution to borrow 10 times its annual internal income. 

 HEFA will finance institutions through a 10-year loan. The principal portion of the loan will be repaid 
through the ‘internal accruals’ earned through fee receipts, research earnings, etc. The central 
government will service the interest portion through the regular plan assistance. 

 HEFA would also mobilize corporate social responsibility funds from corporate entities, which would in 
turn be released for promoting research and innovation in these institutions on a grant basis. 

Significance of HEFA- 

 HEFA would give rise to the performance-based funding of the educational institutes. 
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 The move may mark the beginning of a market-linked fee structure in central government-funded 
educational institutions, including the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), National Institute of 
Technology (NITs) and central universities. 

 HEFA will instill accountability in higher educational institutions as these institutions would have to garner 
revenue to pay back. For charging more fees, you need to provide better facility, better infrastructure, 
and for better infra, they need to borrow. The cycle will instill accountability. 

 All the centrally funded higher educational institutions would be eligible for joining as members of the 
HEFA. For joining as members, an institution should agree to contribute a specific amount from its 
internal accruals to an escrow account for a period of 10 years. Each member institution would be eligible 
for a credit limit as decided by HEFA, based on the amount agreed to be escrowed from the internal 
accruals. 

Considering the functions and objectives of the HEFA, it could prove the turning point for the higher education 
in India which is plagued with fund crunches. The quality of higher education has fallen considerably with 
respect to global standards. The availability of long term loans at low interest loans to educational institutes 
would reinvigorate them. They can invest in improving the infrastructure, bringing quality teachers and 
towards the research and innovation. One of the shortcomings of the HEFA could be that it may increase the 
fees of the institutes. However progressive fee structure would only make educational institutes financially 
viable and allow them to take concrete steps in improving their standards. 

Conclusion- 

Indian higher education system is in dire need of financial resources. The ideas of establishing HEFA and 20 
world class universities would redefine the quality of higher education in India. With the right implementation, 
the project would certainly prove as key educational reform in India. 
 

Q) It is argued that restoring Class X exams will lead to exclusion of disadvantaged sections from 

higher education. Do you agree? Critically discuss merits and demerits of restoring Class X board 

exams. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Does restoring the class X exams lead to the exclusion of disadvantaged sections from higher education? 

Yes- 

The class X exam would be conducted by splitting board exam in two parts- A and B. The former would be 
primarily going towards higher education while later going for skill workshops. It is feared that children from 
disadvantaged sections who normally don’t fare good in exams compared to others children may be diverted 
towards skill workshops. Thus they would end up being wage laborers or semi-skilled labors for the industries. 

No- 

The class X exam is primarily reinstated because of laxity in the implementation of the existing CGPA system. 
Further skill education is introduced as option only for those who are not interested in academical studies. 
Moreover students who divert to skill education would still have option to come back to formal studies if they 
wish so. Thus there is no class biased in the system. 

Merits of restoring class X board exams- 

 Many teachers have complained that students do not take internal assessment seriously which is 
hampering their future prospects. 

 There were large numbers of government school students failing in class XI as evaluations became more 
demanding at the senior school level.  

 The board exams are seen, by those arguing for its retention as a means of preparing students for the 
more important school-leaving Class XII tests.  
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 It will help the students since teacher and parents will take the exam more seriously so quality will 
enhance. 

Demerits of restoring the class X board exams- 

 It would again make the education system towards the examination centric rather than knowledge 
centric. It will promote rote learning since getting marks the sole objective hence it will hamper the 
creativity. 

 The main reason of stopping class X examination in 2009, ie stress among the students, will also rise again 
with the beginning of class X exam. 

 The exam pattern benefits only to those who are academically better and it neglects the talent in other 
areas like sports and extra-curricular activity. 

 Decision will lead to mushrooming of coaching classes. Further children of well-versed family will be able 
to opt coaching but not the poor ones and considering the quality of education in school it might hamper 
the outcome or put to student under depression. 

Conclusion- 

Imparting skill in the era of jobless growth is a well thought-off but education should not be replaced by 
imparting skills, which could result as the off-shoot of recent decision of reinstating class X exam in two parts. 
Education should focus more on leaning outcome which is a Holistic development of child. 
 

Q) Analysis of the ‘District Information System on Education’ (DISE) data that in the four-year 

period after the implementation of the RTE Act, between 2010 and 2014, despite the number of 

public (government) schools increasing by 13,498 in the country, total enrolment in such schools 

fell by 1.13 crore, and enrolments in private schools rose by 1.85 crore. Critically comment on this 

finding. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- Analysis of the raw DISE data for 21 states shows that in the four-year period after the 
implementation of the RTE Act, between 2010 and 2014, despite the number of public schools increasing by 
13,498 in the country, total enrollment in such schools fell by 1.13 crore, and enrollment in private schools 
rose by 1.85 crore. 

 Over the same period, the number of “tiny” public schools — those with a total enrollment of 20 or fewer 
students — rose sharply. 

 In 2014-15, these nearly one lakh tiny public schools had an average enrollment of only 12.7 students per 
school, a pupil-teacher ratio of only 6.7 students per teacher, a per-pupil teacher-salary expense of just 
under Rs 80,000 per student per year, and a staggering teacher salary bill of Rs 9,440 crore. 

 The number of public schools with only “50 or fewer” students rose even more dramatically to 3.7 lakh 
small schools, that is, to 36 per cent of the total 10.2 lakh public elementary schools in the country by 
2014-15. 

 These 3.7 lakh “small” public schools had, on average, only 29 students per school, a pupil-teacher ratio 
of only 12.7 pupils per teacher, a per-pupil-teacher-salary expense of Rs 40,800 per year per child, and a 
monumental teacher salary bill of Rs 41,630 crore in 2014-15 — a grotesque squandering of tax-payers’ 
resources on pedagogically unviable public schools. 

Reasons of the same:- 

 Absence from the school of government schools is high when compared to private counterparts Ahigh 
teacher absence rate of 25 per cent nationally, low time-on-teaching even when teachers are in school 
(identified in the PROBE-2 Report) 

 Less teaching hours even if teachers are present as compared to private schools 
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 Untrained and inspired teachers in public schools 

 Political activism of MLAs and MLCs thus no actions are taken against errant teachers 

 Poor infrastructure such as drinking facilities, poor ICT framework, toilets etc in public schools 

 Question of credibility on the quality of education as evident from mass cheating in board examination 
in Bihar 

Measures need to be taken:- 

 Introducing DBT voucher scheme which empowers parents to withdraw their children from schools by 
taking their wards if they are not satisfied with education quality 

 Teachers should be appointed on merit with minimum 50 % marks and to pass TET(as per TSR 
SUBRAMANIUM REPORT) 

 Increasing the accountability of teachers by reducing political influence 

 Up gradation centers for teachers to enhance their productivity. 

 Absenteeism in public can be tackled through biometric attendance system 

 Upgrading infrastructure facilities 

 Per-student funding should given to school indirectly via a school voucher to parents (Direct Benefit 
Transfer or DBT) 

 Dismantle the culture of political activism which diverts teachers’ attention from teaching by amendment 
of Article 171 (3c) of the Constitution that guarantees teachers representation in the state legislatures 

 

Q) It is said that measles-rubella, pneumococcal conjugate and rotavirus vaccines will boost the 

Universal Immunisation Programme. Explain how. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Universal Immunization Programme is a vaccination program launched by the Government of India in 1985. It 
became a part of Child Survival and Safe Motherhood Program in 1992 and is currently one of the key areas 
under National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) since 2005. 

The basket of vaccines in India’s Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) was static for many years until the 
entry of the Pentavalent [which protects against 5 infections — diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, hepatitis B, and 
Haemophilus influenzae Type B in one shot], and Japanese Encephalitis vaccines during the UPA regime.  

Even after addition of pentavalent vaccines, India’s UIP needs to add other vaccines to fight diseases like 
Congenital Rubella Syndrome, Pneumonia and Rotavirus infections. These diseases have been responsible for 
the large number of deaths. 

How these vaccines would boost the UIP? 

 Congenital Rubella Syndrome, or CRS, is believed to affect about 25,000 children born in India every year. 
Symptoms can include cataracts and deafness, and the disease can also affect the heart and the brain. 

 Pneumonia and diarrhoea have long been responsible for the most child deaths in India — ballpark 
estimates say pneumonia is responsible for about 20% of under-5 child mortality in India, of which half 
are of pneumococcal origin. In 2008, the World Health Organization’s Child Health Epidemiology 
Reference Group reported that 5 countries in which 44% of the world’s children aged less than 5 years 
live (India, China, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia and Nigeria) contribute more than half of all new 
pneumonia cases annually. It estimated around 43 million pneumonia cases (23% of the global total) and 
an incidence of 0.37 episodes per child-year for clinical pneumonia in India. 

 Rotavirus infections are the most common cause of diarrhoea in children. Estimated 1 lakh children die 
every year of the disease. According to a study by researchers from AIIMS, Christian Medical College, 
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Vellore and Tufts University School of Medicine, Boston, rotavirus infections could be costing India 
between Rs 135 crore and Rs 261 crore annually.  

With these new vaccines, India’s UIP will now provide free vaccines against 13 life threatening diseases, to 27 
million children annually. It is one of the most significant health policies in the last 30 years along with the 
recently introduced pentavalent vaccine. It will help prevent death in about one lakh infants and adults in the 
working age group, besides putting a stop to about 10 lakh hospitalizations each year. 

The recommendations to introduce these new vaccines have been made after numerous scientific studies and 
comprehensive deliberations by the National Technical Advisory Group of India (NTAGI), the country’s apex 
scientific advisory body on immunisation. 

The introduction of new lifesaving vaccines will play a key role in reducing the childhood and infant mortality 
and morbidity in the country. Many of these vaccines are already available through private practitioners to 
those who can afford them. The government will now ensure that the benefits of vaccination reach all sections 
of the society, regardless of social and economic status. 
 

Q) What is an orphan drug? It is said that there is a need for a nationwide policy on the treatment 

of rare diseases that incentivizes the development of orphan drugs. Elaborate. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Rare disease or Orphan disease- 

A rare disease, also referred to as an “orphan disease” is any disease that affects a small percentage of the 
population. Most rare diseases are genetic, and thus are present throughout the person’s entire life, even if 
symptoms do not immediately appear. Many rare diseases appear early in life, and about 30 percent of 
children with rare diseases will die before reaching their fifth birthday. With a single diagnosed patient 
only, ribose-5-phosphate isomerase deficiency is considered the rarest genetic disease. No single cutoff 
number has been agreed upon for which a disease is considered rare. A disease may be considered rare in one 
part of the world, or in a particular group of people, but still be common in another. Global Genes have 
estimated that more than 300 million people worldwide are living with one of the 7,000 rare diseases. 

Orphan drug- 

An orphan drug is a pharmaceutical agent that has been developed specifically to treat a rare medical 
condition, the condition itself being referred to as an orphan disease. 

Need of nationwide policy- 

 State has responsibility for providing affordable, accessible and reliable health-care services to every 
citizen. In fact constitution also mentions importance of health-care services under articles like 21, 38 
and 47 and thus state cannot evade this responsibility under the pretext of non-justifiability of articles. 

 Given the low volumes at which the drugs needed to treat such diseases would be consumed, 
pharmaceutical companies have little commercial incentive to produce them. Thus a nationwide policy 
on orphan drugs could incentivize these players. 

 Even if pharmaceutical companies are incentivized to develop drugs to treat rare diseases, 
pharmaceutical companies remain beholden to the laws of economics and, given the low demand for 
orphan drugs, price these drugs as high as they choose to. By way of example, Rituximab, an orphan 
oncology drug, is the world’s second highest revenue generating drug by lifetime revenue potential. 
Hence there has to be regulation of the government in restricting the exorbitant prices of the drugs. 

 Although proportion of rare diseases is much less than the other diseases, it does not reduce the 
importance of the life of person affected by rare diseases. Thus national policy would remove this adverse 
distinction and would make government committed equally to all people. 

Way forward- 

 Karnataka became the first state to release a Rare Diseases and Orphan Drugs Policy. It recommended 
the implementation of preventive and carrier testing as a means of reducing morbidity and mortality. 
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Given that over 80% of rare diseases have a genetic basis, it suggested the use genetic testing to 
accelerate the identification of the critical genes involved in rare diseases. Other state governments can 
take a cue from this initiative to make law in their respective states. Union government can prepare a 
model law so that all states can follow it. 

 Awareness and education should be used as a tool to combat delayed diagnosis and treatment. 

 Also there is need for the enactment of an orphan drugs statute to allow for tax breaks, funding and 
exclusive marketing rights as incentives for orphan drug discovery. 

 Private insurance companies treat genetic disorders as pre-existing conditions and on that ground, 
exclude them from coverage. Since most rare diseases are genetic, patients are routinely denied 
insurance cover. The law should make insurance companies to re-consider this exclusion and 
affirmatively require that insurance companies provide basic coverage of rare diseases at reasonable 
premiums. 

 

Q) The Programme for International Student Assessment (Pisa) is run by the Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). In the light of recent findings of Pisa, examine 

what India can learn from these findings. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is a worldwide study by the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in member and non-member nations of 15-year-old school 
pupils’ scholastic performance on mathematics, science, and reading. It was first performed in 2000 and then 
repeated every three years. Its aim is to provide comparable data with a view to enabling countries to improve 
their education policies and outcomes. It measures problem solving and cognition in daily life. 

Lessons learnt – 

1. Private schools do not perform better than public (government) schools – hence quality education should b 
provided in govt schools under RTE. Govt spending should be increased on education  

2. Separating students into vocational and academic streams early and grade repetitions make schooling 
systems inequitable. – hence, students should not be filtered for vocational education b4 class X (class X 
vacationing filter in new education policy) + no detention policy should be till 5th as recommended by 
Subramaniam committee  

3. “school choice” mechanisms and structures foster inequity – it should be taken care of that public schools 
are as good in infra as private ones (toilets, libraries, labs, seminars) so that division b/w public & private 
schools do not foster social inequality. eg, now, marginalized people send their child to village public schools  

4. Gender differences in performance are a result of external influences – this can help in doing way with 
patriarchal notion that girls are weak in education. Govt schemes like BBBP can help 

5. There is no evidence of information and communication technology (ICT) having a positive impact on 
learning independently.- hence ICT platforms like MOOC can help in betterment of education but cannot act 
as an alternative platform to school education  

6. Teacher qualifications and professional development- Teacher’s quality & training are very important.  

7. Autonomy of schools – hence LSGs should be given overall management autonomy because they can 
administer them best but standardization, curriculum will remain with state & central govts – this was 
recommended even by 2nd ARC 

8. High-quality teaching-learning processes within the school —pointing directly to the importance of teachers 
and the time spent in school. 
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Q) From all findings and reports, it’s now very clear that higher education system in India is failing. 

In your opinion, on priority basis, what should government do to revive higher education system? 

Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

The National Knowledge Commission Report to the Nation (2006-9) states that: “There is a quiet crisis in higher 
education in India which runs deep”. There are three widely acknowledged criteria for judging an education 
system: Access, Equity, and Quality. Indian higher education system has proved to be inadequate in achieving 
those. 

Problems in Indian Higher Education System- 

 Entry into premier higher education institutions is riddled with various kinds of inequity (only marginally 
relieved for some people by lower-caste reservations). For example, the currently almost indispensable 
intensive entry examination preparation in coaching classes (or private tuition) with high fees is often out 
of reach for poor students. (NSS data suggest that in 2014 nearly 60% of male students in the 18-24 age 
group cite financial constraints or engagement in economic activities as the reason for discontinuing 
higher education). 

 There is extreme faculty shortage, apart from stark deficiencies in the matters of library books, laboratory 
facilities, computer and broadband internet, classrooms and buildings, etc. As much as 30 to 50% of 
faculty positions are vacant in many institutions. Many faculty posts are filled by under-qualified 
“temporary” recruits. 

 Two-thirds of enrolment in higher education is in private institutions (the majority of them, according to 
NSS data, say that there were not enough government institutions nearby or where they could get 
admission). Fees at private institutions are more than double those charged at government institutions. 
In parts of western and southern India with a large expansion of for-profit private colleges with high 
‘capitation fees’ and politically managed loans from public banks, politicians have entered into the 
business of higher education in a big way, turning colleges into lucrative degree-giving factories. 

 The (erstwhile) Planning Commission had estimated that only 17.5% of our graduates are employable. 
Many of the graduates lack even basic language and cognitive skills. In the Information Technology sector 
the main chamber of commerce, NASSCOM, estimates that even for engineering graduates, only 20% of 
graduates of engineering colleges in India are employable in IT companies. 

 In terms of quality of post-graduate research, while some of it is no doubt significant, over all our research 
quality is much below the world average. It has been widely noted that India does not have a single 
university in the top 200 in the world rankings according to theQS World University Rankings. 

 Also, India has one of the poorest Gross Enrolment Ratios (GER) for higher education in the world. 
According to 2010 data, India’s GER was a meager 13.8 percent, compared with theglobal average of 
around 26 percent. Australia, Russia and the U.S., to name a few examples, have GERs upwards of 75 
percent. 

Steps to revive higher education- 

 Towards a Learning Society- As we move towards a learning society, every human activity will require 
contributions from experts, and this will place the entire sector of higher education in sharp focus. 
Although the priorities, which are being assigned today to the task of Education for All, will continue to 
be preponderant, the country will have to prepare itself to invest more and more on higher education 
and, simultaneously, measures will have to be taken to refine, diversify and upgrade higher education 
and research programmes. 

 Industry and Academia Connection- Industry and Academia connect necessary to ensure curriculum and 
skills in line with requirements. Skill building is really very crucial to ensure employability of academia to 
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understand and make sure good jobs (keeping in view knowledge + skills+ global professional skills = good 
jobs). 

 Incentives to Teachers and Researchers- Industry and students are expecting specialized courses to be 
offered so that they get the latest and best in education and they are also industry ready and employable. 
Vocational and Diploma courses need to be made more attractive to facilitate specialized programs being 
offered to students. Incentives should be provided to teachers and researchers to make these professions 
more attractive for the younger generation. 

 Innovative Practices- The new technologies offer vast opportunities for progress in all walks of life. It 
offers opportunities for economic growth, improved health, better service delivery, improved learning 
and socio-cultural advances. Though efforts are required to improve the country’s innovative capacity, 
yet the efforts should be to build on the existing strengths in light of new understanding of the 
researchinnovation-growth linkage. 

 To mobilize resources- The decline in public funding in the last two plan periods has resulted in serious 
effects on standards due to increasing costs on non-salary items and emoluments of staff, on the one 
hand, and declining resources, on the other. Effective measures will have to be adopted to mobilize 
resources for higher education. There is also a need to relate the fee structure to the student’s capacity 
to pay for the cost. So that, students at lower economic levels can be given highly subsidised and fully 
subsidised education. 

 Coming of Information Age- The world is entering into an Information Age and developments in 
communication, information and technology will open up new and cost-effective approaches for 
providing the reach of higher education to the youth as well as to those who need continuing education 
for meeting the demands of explosion of information, fast-changing nature of occupations, and lifelong 
education. Knowledge, which is at the heart of higher education, is a crucial resource in the development 
of political democracy, the struggle for social justice and progress towards individual enlightenment. 

 Student-Centred Education and Dynamic Methods- Methods of higher education also have to be 
appropriate to the needs of learning to learn, learning to do, learning to be and learning to become. 
Student-centred education and employment of dynamic methods of education will require from teachers 
new attitudes and new skills. Methods of teaching through lectures will have to subordinate to the 
methods that will lay stress on self-study, personal consultation between teachers and pupils, and 
dynamic sessions of seminars and workshops. Methods of distance education will have to be employed 
on a vast scale. 

 Public Private Partnership- PPP is most essential to bring in quality in the higher education system. 
Governments can ensure PPP through an appropriate policy. University Grants Commission and Ministry 
of HRD should play a major role in developing a purposeful interface between the Universities, Industries 
and National Research Laboratories (NRLs) as a step towards PPP. Funding to NRLs by the government 
should ensure the involvement of institutions of higher education engaged in research activities to 
facilitate availability of latest sophisticated equipment. 

 

Q) Data shows that despite an increase in spending, educational outcomes in schools have 

worsened in India in the last decade. Is there something wrong with how the money on education 

is being spent? What course correction is needed? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Some of the educational outcomes according to Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2016- 

 The percentage of children in standard five who can do division has declined from 42.5% in 2007 to 26% 
in 2016. 

 The percentage of those who can read a standard two text has worsened from 53% in 2006 to 48% in 
2016. 

 Only a fourth of students in standard five can read English sentences. 
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The more surprising fact is that this decline has happened despite enhanced spending on school education. 
Between 2006 and 2013, public expenditure on school education increased from 2.2% to 2.68% of GDP. 

What could have went wrong in the process? 

 Lack of Teacher’s training- Teachers’ training remains one of the most chaotic, neglected and deficient 
sectors of India’s vast education system. This needs to be changed as they virtually hold the destiny of 
the future generations in their hands. 

 Irregularities in appointment of teaching staff including rampant vacancies and contract jobs. 

 Poor monitoring of the educational institutes which are marred by absenteeism of teachers, their 
performance etc 

 State negligence to spend on school management committees (SMC) under SSA for better functioning of 
schools. 

 Lack of infrastructure- Majority of schools lack basic infrastructure required for schools. They lacks 
drinking water facilities, a functional common toilet, and do not have separate toilets for girls. 

 Gender and caste issues- Traditional Indian society suffers from many kind of discrimination so there are 
many hurdles in education of unprivileged sections of society like women, SC, ST and minority 

Course correction- 

 Adoption of technology– Effective use of technological tools in teaching has many benefits. It will solve 
the many problems of infrastructure, quality and would increase the interests of students in education. 

 Quality education 

Education provided should meet needs of student. e.g. education provided to hearing impaired or slow 
learners. It should allow them to enhance their skills and get better employment options. 

 PPP model 

Public-Private sources and to encourage the active participation of the private sector in national 
development. It is more forcefully advocated when public resources are projected to be inadequate to 
meet needs. 

 IES 

An All India Education Services should be established which will decide the policies of education in 
consultation with educationalists 

 Education policy 

Educational policy need frequent update. It should cover personality development aspect of student It 
should also imbibe values of culture and social services 

 The policymakers should focus on making education system more knowledge based rather than exam 
based. 

 Introducing provisions for third party surveys and monitoring to maintain efficiency and to measure 
educational outcomes. 

 Despite increase in allocation, India still lags behind most countries in terms of its education spending. At 
around 4% of GDP, India’s expenditure on education is behind that of comparable economies. World 
Bank data for 2012 shows that countries like Brazil and South Africa were spending at least 6% of their 
GDP on education. 

Conclusion- 

Increasing government spending in education is not enough to improve educational outcomes. India’s 
education policy must be thoroughly revised to put in place better accountability and monitoring mechanisms 
to exploit the gains of increase in fiscal outlays on education. 
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Q) Punjab, situated in close proximity to Golden Crescent (Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iran), is 

considerably affected by the illicit drug menace. Critically discuss scale of this problem and 

measures needed to eradicate it. (200 Words) 

EPW 

According to the World Drug Report 2016 by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, a quarter of a 
billion people between the ages of 15 years and 64 years used at least one drug in 2014. India, sandwiched 
between the narco-drug producing “Golden Crescent” and “Golden Triangle” countries, is affected by drug 
abuse and trafficking. 

Scale of this problem- 

 A study undertaken by the Institute for Development and Communications, Chandigarh, on drug abuse 
revealed that an overwhelming number (75.8%) of the sample of substance abusers (1,527) from the 
border districts of Punjab belonged to the age group of 15–35 years. 

 Similarly, the “Punjab Opioid Dependence Survey (PODS),” conducted in 2015 by the Society for 
Promotion of Youth and Masses (SPYM), and National Drug Dependence Treatment Centre (NDDTC), All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi, revealed that 76% opioid dependents in Punjab 
were in the age group of 18–35 years. 

 Further, the study suggested that among the 18–35 years age group males in Punjab about 4 in 100 were 
opioid dependents, while 15 in 100 were opioid users. 

 According to some doctors, even children aged 9–16 years were hooked to drugs like tobacco, poppy 
husk, and marijuana. 

 The consumption of heroin and smack was 3.5 times more in Punjab than the national average (Singh 
2014a). 

 Likewise, according to the non-governmental organization (NGO) website alchoholrehab.com, the heroin 
abuse among the 15–25 years age group was as high as 75% near border areas (Mahapatra 2015). 

 The recovery of heroin witnessed a surge from 100 kg in 2011 to 570.8 kg in 2014. Of the 30,000 odd 
cases of narcotics registered in India in 2014–15, 14,800 were from Punjab alone. 

Factors contributing the rise in drug menace- 

 The state’s close proximity to the poppy- and heroin producing region. \ 

 The network of cross-border trafficking; 

 Corruption; 

 Lack of regulation of pharmaceutical trade; 

 Easy availability of synthetic drugs at counters; 

 Good paying capacity of the people in Punjab; 

 Inadequacies in rehabilitation of drug addicts as productive members of the society; 

 Lack of employment opportunities; and decline in the normative spheres of the social milieu entailing 
parental affection and care. 

Measures needed to eradicate it- 

 There should be national policy on controlling drug abuse which should promote a comprehensive 
approach centered on health, human rights, and balanced demand and supply reduction. The key goal 
should be to ensure a society where illicit drug use is not an accepted way of life and to ensure available 
and suitable services for those in need. 

 The prevention and education activities should be geared towards the youth and young adults, who 
represent the target population. Demand reduction efforts need to be characterized by a comprehensive 
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and integrated evidence-based approach, with measures ranging from primary prevention, early 
intervention, treatment, rehabilitation and harm reduction measures.  

 Countering money-laundering and promoting judicial cooperation should be integral to India’s drug 
control efforts 

 Economic development: lack of economic development particularly in border region is exploited by drug 
cartels to lure the unemployed people to act as peddlers. So economic development of the region 
through employment generation and inclusive growth is urgently needed. 

 Effective border surveillance to curb cross-border drugs trafficking and regulation of pharmaceutical 
trade and of synthetic drugs needs attention. 

 Active involvement of all stakeholders: Community leaders, institutions, NGOs, academics and previously 
Drugs Addicted need to rope in for awareness programs through means like Street plays, documentaries 
and anti-pledge programs. For eg Ubharta Bhatinda is great example of police-community cooperation 
against drugs. Along with this parents being the ‘first teacher’ must taught their children about bad 
effects of drug addiction. 

 Drugs de-addiction camp: The camps must treat addicts as ‘Patients’ needing ‘Medical’ treatment. 
Further rehabilitation centers are needed to be increased to give new life to the drug addict. 

 Greater cooperation between Border Security Force and State police services is needed. 

 Media whether Television, print and social should be used effectively to promote awareness among 
people particularly in border districts. 

Conclusion- 

The drug problem in Punjab has assumed alarming situation and needs urgent attention of both, Union and 
state government. The fight against drugs must be a collaborative undertaking that spans across the globe and 
India should work in tandem with international efforts to curb drug abuse. 
 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections.  

Q) Some people see reservation system as  a programme for poverty-removal. Do you agree? What 

are the true objectives of reservation system? Is demand for reservation by Socially Advanced 

Castes (SACs) justified? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

With the rising clamor for reservation among socially advanced classes like Patels in Gujarat, Marathas in 
Maharashtra and Jats in Haryana have compelled government and civil society to relook at the reservation 
policy and its viability in future. 

Reservations are not anti-poverty programs- 

 Some sections of the people consider reservations as poverty removal program. However, reservation is 
intended not to be an anti-poverty program. The government has many programs which are, in principle, 
accessible to all poor people. 

 Reservation exists because, in addition to being more likely to be poor than general castes, Dalits, 
backward Muslims, and Adivasis face social discrimination and exclusion that poor people from general 
caste backgrounds do not face. The fact that the right to education, the right to own land, the right to 
conduct business or to pursue a well-remunerated occupation has been reserved for men from high caste 
backgrounds for generations means that government must take steps to correct the unequal distribution 
of rights. 
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True objectives of reservation system- 

 The Constitution provides reservation for three social classes because Scheduled Castes (SCs) have been 
victims of “untouchability” under the caste system with all-round deprivation, discrimination and 
disadvantage; Scheduled Tribes (STs) have suffered isolation under vulnerable “tribal” conditions with 
all-round deprivation and disadvantage; Socially and Educationally Backward Classes have been victims 
of “social backwardness”, a low position in the traditional caste hierarchy and linkages with “lowly” 
traditional occupations. 

 The Constitution provides these three classes reservation as part of comprehensive social justice 
measures to secure equality for them, because their disadvantages are the outcome of the traditional 
social structure of the caste system with “untouchability”. 

 Reservations were also given with the intention of checking the monopoly of dominant castes in the 
political sphere. 

 Reservations were intended to increase the proportion of these backward classes in government services 
and to give them better living opportunities. 

Why Socially Advanced Classes (SAC) are demanding reservation? 

 Fragmentation of lands and distress in agriculture is forcing these classes to seek place in esteemed 
government services. 

 The progress made by SCs, STs, and OBCs is compelling these classes to seek same privileges from 
government. 

 These classes have fairly high representation in political spheres, therefore they see high chances of 
getting their demands passed through the coercive protests. 

Demand for reservation by Socially Advanced Castes (SACs) is not justified because- 

 The national and state backward class commissions have found that these communities are not socially 
and educationally backward and not inadequately represented in the services. 

 The Constitution does not provide or permit reservation for the poor belonging to the Socially Advanced 
Castes (SACs) — or the “economically backward classes”. No such class is recognized by the Constitution 
because their poverty is not the outcome of the traditionally iniquitous social system. 

 The reservations are also aimed at increasing political representation of SCs, STs, and OBCs. However 
socially advanced classes have already dominated the political sphere. Thus reservation to them will only 
consolidate their domination in politics. 

 If reservations are given to these classes, it would deprive the deserving candidates from the backward 
classes who have to fight social discrimination to travel the path of progress. 

 The inclusion of such classes would start the chain reaction among different communities in different 
states and it would defeat the very purpose of granting reaction. 

Conclusion- 

Although some of the sections of traditionally Socially Advanced Classes are facing economic distress, the 
granting of reservation is not the solution of the problem. Government should take necessary policy measures 
to remove their economic distress. Further political class should see this as opportunity to garner votes and 
should work in the right spirit of constitutional values. 
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Q) What are the causes of farmer suicides in India? How can government prevent these suicides? 

Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

India is an agrarian country with around 70% of its people depending directly or indirectly upon agriculture. 
Farmer suicides account for 11.2% of all suicides in India. Recently published data by the National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) has given some unusual reasons of farmer’s suicide. 

Causes of farmers suicide in India? 

 High indebtness and bankruptcy- 

This is the most important reason for the high number of suicides in India. Earlier it was thought that private 
moneylenders are responsible for suicides of indebtness. But the recent data from NCRB has shown some 
unusual reasons. According to National Crime Records Bureau’s latest farmer-suicides data, 80 per cent of 
farmers killed themselves in 2015 because of bankruptcy or debts after taking loans from banks and registered 
microfinance institutions. Of the over 3,000 farmers who committed suicides across the country in 2015 due 
to debt and bankruptcy, 2,474 had taken loans from banks or microfinance institutions. 

Among states, Maharashtra (1,293) reported the maximum number of suicides due to “indebtedness”, 
followed by Karnataka (946) and Telangana (632). With 131 deaths, Telangana reported the highest number 
of suicides by farmers who took loans from moneylenders, with 131 deaths, followed by Karnataka (113). 

 Drought- 

As much as 79.5% of India’s farmland relies on flooding during monsoon season, so inadequate rainfall can 
cause droughts, making crop failure more common. In regions that have experienced droughts, crop yields 
have declined, and food for cattle has become scarcer. Agricultural regions that have been affected by 
droughts have subsequently seen their suicide rates increase 

 Uneconomic landholdings- 

The ground reality in India is that majority of farmers in India are small and marginalized. Cultivation on such 
small landholdings is not economically feasible. Large numbers of rural people do not even own land and work 
as wage laborer. Such farmers have become vulnerable to the suicidal tendencies. 

 Role of middlemen and economic exploitation of farmers- 

Exploitation by middlemen is one of the chief reasons for not getting best price for the produce for farmers. 
In some cases farmers have found difficult to meet ends of the day with the meager returns form the 
agriculture. 

 Left leaning economists like Utsa Patnaik, Jayati Ghosh and Prabhat Patnaik suggest that structural 
changes in the macro-economic policy of Indian Government that favored privatization, liberalization and 
globalization is the root cause of farmer suicides. 

How government can prevent these suicides- 

 Need of special agricultural zones- just like Industrial zones there is urgent need of Agricultural zones 
where farming and farming related activities are promoted and sustained with the help from 
government. 

 Need of modernizing agriculture- by introducing farm techniques which guarantee definite success, an 
increase in youth’s participation is possible. Government should strive to pass on benefits of 
technological advancement to small farmers 

 Imparting scientific education to farmers- 

Most of the farmers in India are unaware about best practices of agriculture, crops to be taken in particular 
soil types, best rotation practices, fertilizers to be used etc. It is responsibility of government to spread such 
awareness among farmers. 
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 Insurance of crops- the increasing unpredictable nature of weather has caused havoc in agricultural 
sector. Thus insurance is to be provided to all types of crops and particularly to the small farmers. 
Recently launched Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana is step in right direction. Its reach should be 
increased to cover all the farmers. 

 Need of better water management- India is facing more frequent droughts than ever. It has hampered 
the availability of water in most of the states in India. Only 43% of the farm land in India is irrigated. 
Therefore Government has to take urgent steps in increasing irrigational facilities like drip irrigation. 
Further water management can be made more effective through inter-state cooperation on water 
resources. Maharashtra governments Jalyukta Shiwar Yojana is commendable in this respect. 

 Alternate income resources- farmers should not depend on the agriculture solely particularly small and 
marginalized farmers. There need of diversification of income resources through co-occupations like 
Dairy, Poultry, fishing, Horticulture etc. 

 Better prices for the produce- Farmer would be able to repay all his/her loan and live life of comfort if 
he/she gets best prices for his/her produce. The exploitation by middlemen should be stopped by 
reforming the APMC acts. Further recently launched e-NAM scheme has potential to provide good prices 
for the agricultural produce. 

Conclusion- 

The recently emerging trend where loans taken from banks and microfinance are propelling farmers to suicide 
is disturbing. The government has promised to double the income of farmers by 2022. Government should 
take all the necessary steps as farmers would be in position to live a better life only when his/her income rises. 
 

Q) Examine the significance of the landmark judgment of NALSA v. Union of India delivered by the 

Supreme Court. Also critically examine whether a recent legislation related to this landmark 

case does justice to the judgement delivered in this case. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- National Legal Services Authority v. Union of India is a landmark decision by the Supreme Court 
of India, which declared transgender people to be a ‘third gender‘, affirmed that the fundamental 
rights granted under the Constitution of India will be equally applicable to transgender people, and gave them 
the right to self-identification of their gender as male, female or third-gender. This judgement is a major step 
towards gender equality in India. 

The Court has directed Centre and State Governments to grant legal recognition of gender identity whether it 
be male, female or third-gender: 

 Legal Recognition for Third Gender : In recognizing the third gender category, the Court recognizes that 
fundamental rights are available to the third gender in the same manner as they are to males and females. 
Further, non-recognition of third gender in both criminal and civil statutes such as those relating to 
marriage, adoption, divorce, etc. is discriminatory to the third gender. 

 Legal Recognition for Persons transitioning within male/female binary : As for how the actual procedure 
of recognition will happen, the Court merely states that they prefer to follow the psyche of the person 
and use the “Psychological Test” as opposed to the “Biological Test”. They also declare that insisting on 
Sex Reassignment Surgery (SRS) as a condition for changing one’s gender is illegal. 

 Public Health and Sanitation : Centre and State Governments have been directed to take proper 
measures to provide medical care to Transgender people in the hospitals and also provide them separate 
public toilets and other facilities. Further, they have been directed to operate separate HIV/Sero-
surveillance measures for transgender people. 

 Socio-Economic Rights : Centre and State Governments have been asked to provide the community 
various social welfare schemes and to treat the community as socially and economically backward 
classes. They have also been asked to extend reservation in educational institutions and for public 
appointments. 
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 Stigma and Public Awareness : These are the broadest directions – Centre and State Governments are 
asked to take steps to create public awareness so that Transgender people will feel that they are also 
part and parcel of the social life and not be treated as untouchables; take measures to regain their respect 
and place in society; and seriously address the problems such as fear, shame, gender dysphoria, social 
pressure, depression, suicidal tendencies and social stigma. 

 The Court notes that these declarations are to be read in light of the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment Expert Committee Report on Issues Relating to transgender people 

The Transgender bill 2016 runs contrary to the above judgement as:- 

 To start with, the 2016 Bill in many ways falls short in its substantive content. Clause 2(i) of the Bill, which 
defines the term ‘transgender person’, has been inexplicably borrowed from a provision of the Australian 
Sex Discrimination Amendment (Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and Intersex Status) Act 2013, which 
defines the term ‘intersex’. This, even though the Expert Committee Report clearly explained the 
difference between transgender and intersex identities.  

 Another problem is the absence of a provision on reservation, running contrary to the NALSA judgment 
and the 2014 and 2015 Bills which directed reservations for transgender persons. 

 While the NALSA judgment is couched in rights language, locating the fundamental rights of transgender 
persons in the golden trinity of Articles 14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution, the 2016 Bill, though it uses the 
word “rights” in its title, deviates from a rights-based approach and leaves transgender persons at the 
mercy of the “benevolent” state. 

 Further, the Bill is completely silent on how its content will impact the operation of existing laws. Most 
laws, including of marriage, adoption and succession, continue to be based on the binary of male and 
female. Criminal laws, especially those dealing with sexual offences, also continue to be gendered. 

 Jurisdictions like the U.K., Ireland, Argentina and Malta, which have legislated on transgender rights, 
clarify in their laws the impact gender change will have on existing legal institutions that are inaccessible 
to persons with non-conforming genders. The NALSA judgment too recognises the need for making civil 
rights accessible to transgender persons. However, the Bill fails to take this into account. 

 The bill makes it mandatory for the transgender to get certificate from the district magistrate to certify 
the identity of transgender person. This is a gross violation of human rights 

 The bill attempts to to dismantle the age old tradition of begging the eunuchs engage in, without 
determining other feasible options. 

 The bill does not address the issue of section 377 that is used to harass the transgender people. 

Conclusion:- 

 The 2016 Bill is the product of an uninterested and insincere attempt at lawmaking. India is within touching 
distance of enabling the legal empowerment of a hitherto marginalised community and it would be a shame 
if it squandered the opportunity by passing a bad law. Hence the need of the hour is to make the bill more 
comprehensive and on the lines of the NALSA judgment.  
 

Q) In the light of latest data on farmer suicides compiled by the National Crime Records Bureau 

(NCRB), critically analyse causes of farmer suicides in India. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

According to the latest (2010-11) landholding census by the Ministry of Agriculture, 67.1% of all landholdings 
are marginal — smaller than 1 hectare — while 17.9% are small (1-2 hectares). Medium (2-10 hectares) and 
large (over 10 hectares) holdings are 14.3% and 0.7% of the total respectively. 

Statistic released by National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) for 2015- 

 More than 72% of farmers who commit suicide have less than two hectares of land. 

 Less than 2% of farmers who committed suicide were large farmers with more than 10 hectares of land. 
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 Medium farmers, who have between 2 hectares and 10 hectares of land, contributed a fourth of the 
8,007 farmer suicides in the country in 2015. 

 According to the NCRB data, small farmers were 45.2% of all farmer victims, while marginal farmers made 
up 27.4%. 

 Out of 2,195 suicides committed by “Marginal Farmers”, 834 were reported in Maharashtra and 354 in 
Chhattisgarh, accounting for 38% and 16% of the total. 

 Among suicides committed by “Small Farmers” — the largest group among victims of farmer suicides — 
Maharashtra (1,285 out of 3,618) again topped with a 35.5% share, followed by Karnataka (751 out of 
3,618) which accounted for 20% of such suicides. 

 A total of 160 “Large Farmers” committed suicides in 2015. Telangana, with 79 such suicides, accounted 
for almost half the numbers. Chhattisgarh was a distant second with 37 suicides by large farmers. 

 Among the states, the data showed, Maharashtra (3,030), Telangana (1,358), Karnataka (1,197), 
Chhattisgarh (854) and Madhya Pradesh (516) led the table. Karnataka saw a more than three-fold rise 
in farmer suicides in 2015, as compared to 2014 when around 300 farmers ended their lives. 

Causes of the farmers’ suicide in the light of NCRB data- 

 Data shows that 80 per cent of farmers killed themselves in 2015 because of bankruptcy or debts after 
taking loans from banks and registered microfinance institutions. According to National Crime Records 
Bureau’s latest farmer-suicides data, of the over 3,000 farmers who committed suicides across the 
country in 2015 due to debt and bankruptcy, 2,474 had taken loans from banks or microfinance 
institutions. 

 According to the NCRB data, “bankruptcy and indebtedness” witnessed the sharpest spike in 2015, 
registering an almost three-fold increase (3,097) as compared to 2014 (1,163). 

 The reason behind more deaths due to formal credit institution and less due to private money lenders 
could be according to Abhijeet Sen, former member of Planning Commission that moneylenders were 
more flexible compared to banks and microfinance institutions. “The organized sector is less flexible 
because rules don’t permit them flexibility. The microfinance sector is worse. They put pressure by telling 
others in self-help groups that their share would be cut if one person does not pay loans in time. This 
creates social pressure, as well. Many also send goons to the neighborhood to scare borrowers. 

 Other reasons are- 

10 per cent farmers had committed suicide due to debts caused by loans taken from both banks and 
moneylenders — the share of loans from moneylenders under this section was 9.8 per cent. 

Crop failure and other farm related issues are also another reason for the spike in farmers’ suicides. 

Unpredictable weather, irregular rains thereby leading to droughts have been increasing the distress for 
farmers in arid and semi-arid regions of the country. 

Conclusion- 

NCRB data highlights very important trend that formal finance systems are too increasingly responsible for 
causing deaths to farmers. In this scenario it is very important to analyze practices of money recovery by formal 
institutions. If formal finance institutions are proving to be main reason for suicides then farmers have 
nowhere to go. 
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Q) Critically examine the causes of suicide of small and marginal farmers in India. Suggest solutions 

to solve this crisis. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Farmer suicides are not a new trend. According to the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), 2,195 marginal 
farmers reportedly committed suicide in 2015 (of which 834 were in Maharashtra), while 3,618 “small 
farmers” undertook such drastic steps, with Maharashtra alone seeing 1,285. More curiously, a larger number 
of small farmers rather than marginal farmers reportedly committed suicide in States like Maharashtra, 
Telangana and Karnataka. Somehow, small farmers are also bedevilled by the agricultural crisis, and this is not 
the case in just the traditional drought-stricken States. 

 

Generalised issue of small and marginal farmer that is leading to suicide: 

 Vagaries of monsoon and Climate factors: Successive Drought, Uneven Monsoons, Water table 
degradation- over 60% of Indian agriculture dependent on monsoon. 

 Costly farm equipment and agricultural inputs like seed, pesticide, fertilizer makes agricultural practices 
unviable. 

 Less Penetration of banking system in rural areas coupled with reluctance of some banks to provide credit 
to farmer due to low return on capital issue. 

 Economic Factors: Poverty, Debt trap, frustrated by unfilled social obligations. 

 Distorted cropping pattern: monoculture, not based upon soil quality assessment e.g. cultivation of 
sugarcane in Vidarbha region Maharashtra. 

 Agriculture Factors: Increase of Input costs(Seeds, fertilizers, motors),GM crop failure(cotton-whitefly in 
Punjab n Haryana),emergence of pesticide resistant genes in pest 

Restoring agricultural: 

 Integrated Pest Management: as it was done in case of Vietnam through no spray policy. 

 State Seed Policy: Development of weather and disease resistant seed. 

 Precise farming technique: Systematic Rice Intensification (SRI) precision farming solutions help farmers 
to produce more with less. 

 Contract Farming: promote this along with formation of custom hiring centre mainly through CSR fund 
so as to avail farming equipment to marginal farmer. 

 Early Warning System: Farmer will not take unsustainable loans in case of predicted drought like situation 
in region and can grow less water intensive crops like pulses. Incentivizing farmer to opt for livestock so 
as to get additional income. 
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 Farmer Centric: With the help of NABARD & local bodies prepare a list of highly indebted farmers in the 
region for better counseling, interest subvention scheme. 

 Universal Health Coverage to reduce out of pocket expenditure of farmers on health issues. 
 

Q) Discuss the significance of the Supreme Court’s judgment in the Silicosis case. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction:- 

In a landmark decision, the Supreme Court bench comprising Justices Kurian Joseph and Rohinton Fali 
Nariman, directed the Gujarat Government to deposit Rs.3 lakhs each to the kin of 238 workers from Madhya 
Pradesh, who lost their lives due Silicosis, an occupational disease, which they contracted while working in 
stone crushing in Gujarat’s Godhra district. 

Significance of judgment: 

 It holds theaccountability of the state government and regulatory bodies like CPCB discharge their duties 
honestly & to look after the health of hazardous factory workers, especially in the unorganized sector. 

 Enforced the FRguaranteed in Art.21(b) of the Indian constitution, Right to descent pollution free 
environment including air. 

 Worker’s organizations might learn todemand for protection from occupational diseases apart from 
wages, working hours, jobs etc.  

 Would make the factory owners and employers to takeprecautionary steps and to improve working 
standards in the hazardous industries. 

 May help inproper implementation of the Employees’ State Insurance (ESI) Act of 1948 thereby helping 
workers or their families claim for benefit or injury death. 

 Moreover, it might force the government at the national and state level toaddress the migrant workers 
issues through legislative and executive measures. 

Conclusion:– 

 About 10 million workers are exposed to silica/quarts dust in India and most of them are in engaged in 
unorganized sectors. So, at this time this judgment becomes even more significant because it took in its 
purview the insecure unorganized sector. 

What has already been lost cannot be compensated with money but it can be hoped that it will ensure a better 
future for many coming generations. 
 

Q) Compare and contrast the differing approaches taken by the high courts on the issue of 

maternity benefits to women employees who have children through surrogacy. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction:- 

HCs have taken varying approaches regarding the same with respect to surrogacy. This is important to be 
examined given the recent proposal to ban commercial surrogacy. 

1) In the Kalaiselvi Vs Port Trust of Chennai case the ruling was an expansion of maternity benefits to include 
even those who become mothers by surrogacy. 

2) Kerala High Court’s judgment in P Geetha Vs the Kerala Livestock Department has examined the difference 
between adoption on one hand and natural birth with respect to the genetic link and has shown that surrogate 
birth is somewhere in between those two. In this line, it has ruled that leave benefits related to health of 
woman in case of child got with help of surrogate mother will not accrue while the remaining will be as per 
regulations. 
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3) In case that came before Bombay HC maternity and motherhood was seen from not merely physical aspect 
but also from an emotional and psychological perspective. 

4) Chhattisgarh HC sees it in light of Right to life guaranteed by Article 21. This is laudable but the view on 
motherhood of women as something natural to which benefits are given to aid them in staying employed 
knowing that it will compromise on child’s physical, emotional and psychological needs seems to suggest that 
maternity benefit is a paternalistic benevolence to women which is disconcerting for its patriarchal hue. 

Conclusion:- 

These approaches seem to leave things in a loop for every case is a new possibility. In this context, the new 
bill with regards to surrogacy must be comprehensive defining motherhood from a humane point of view and 
maternal care something which can never be substituted. 
 

Topic:  Pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity 

Q) A seven-judge Bench of the Supreme Court, in a majority judgment, held that an appeal for votes 

during elections on the basis of religion, caste, race, community or language, even that of the 

electorate, will amount to a ‘corrupt practice’ and call for disqualification of the candidate. Discuss 

significance of and justification for this judgement. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

The Supreme Court reaffirmed the secular character of the Indian state, ruling that election candidates cannot 
seek votes on the grounds of the religion, caste, creed, community or language of voters. 

Justification- 

 Supreme Court held that “The state being secular in character cannot identify itself with any one of the 
religions or religious denominations. This necessarily implies that religion cannot play any role in the 
governance of the country which must at all times be secular in nature. Election is a secular exercise just 
as the functions of the elected representatives must be secular in both outlook and practice,” 

 The relationship between person and his/her god is very private and an individual choice. It has no role 
to play in politics of a country. 

 Supreme Court held that allowing a candidate to take advantage of the voters’ religious identity merely 
to gain votes would be a disservice to the people and society and it is against the public interest. 

Significance- 

 The judgment is one more step in cleansing the Indian politics which has marred by caste and religious 
overtones. 

 The ruling can potentially overturn the rules of the game for electoral politics in India, where traditionally 
parties have not hesitated to employ religion, caste and ethnicity to woo voters. 

 It reaffirms the fundamental values, on which this nation was cast by the founders of the Indian 
Constitution. 

 The judgment is in line with the Section 123(3) of the Representation of People Act which aims to “curb 
communal and separatist tendencies in the country.” 

 This judgment will also help political parties & people during elections to focus on real issues such 
development, education, employment. 

 The judgment would lead to institutional strengthening of Election Commission of India as ECI would have 
more legitimacy and authority to curb communal tendencies in politics. 
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 The right implementation of the judgment would also lead to changes in public mindset. It could reduce 
the castist and communal tendencies among people. 

Conclusion- 

While the judgment of Supreme Court is in line with the constitutional values, the fact that historic 
discriminations and deprivations were suffered by the masses on the ground of religion, caste and language. 
Thus while maintaining the secular character of the state, government should continue to strive for the 
betterment of backward classes. 
 

Q) In  the wake of demonetization, the ruling party at the centre has said that any win in upcoming 

assembly elections would be regarded as referendum in favour of its demonetization policy.  Is it 

fair to consider assembly elections as referendum on certain policy issues? Critically analyse. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- The recent demonetization decision by the central government drew widest possible criticism 
from around the opposition and people. It was also regarded that it will be a litmus test of government in 
coming elections. However elections are not referendum. 

 Election is a formal decision making process by which electorate elects a ‘representative’ while 
Referendum is a process of casting a direct vote by entire electorate ‘on a particular issue’. 

 Elections, unlike referendums, are not an isolated instance. They represent a decisive moment in long-
term civic engagement with structures, institutions, and holders of power. 

 An election vote needs to be polled keeping in view the performance of the ruling party’s performance 
in the state/ country during a span of 5 years, instead of a single step taken. 

 As per reputed economists, impact of demonetization will be known after one, two years. So, there is no 
point in declaring election results as a referendum just after 3 months. 

 Referendum enables citizens to influence subsequent policies of the government, for e.g The UK held 
referendum in 2016 on whether citizens want to leave or stay in European Union, but demonetization 
has already taken place and can’t be rolled back, even if the ruling party loses in upcoming assembly 
elections. 

 In elections, voters have to decide what sort of government they wish to be ruled by on the basis of 
party’s performance within the span of five years and not on the basis of one decision. 

 Demonetization has caused enormous hardship to the electorate of entire country, it would be unfair to 
settle the debate on the basis of election results of few states. 

Conclusion:– 

 The reduction of Assembly elections to a referendum diminishes the political competence of voters to decide 
what sort of a government they wish to be ruled by. Hence they must not be treated so. 
 

Q) How important is a party symbol for a political party? Discuss the role of the Election 

Commission in issuing or cancelling party symbols and impact of its decision on political parties. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Context – 

The family feud in Samajwadi Party has brought the issue of symbol allotment to the fore. 
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Importance of party symbol for political party- 

 Symbols do not simply stand as a neutral signifier, a convenient way for voters to visually identify parties 
on a ballot paper. 

 Party symbols also reflect a party’s identity, values and, sometimes, social base. Thus, the Congress’s 
hand is an embodiment of care and protection, a symbol that it caters to the weak. The BJP’s lotus — 
India’s national flower — symbolizes both the national and the religious, embodying the party’s affinity 
for cultural nationalism. The BSP’s elephant is an auspicious symbol that connects with Buddhism, as well 
as being an embodiment of might. The Samajwadi Party’s choice of the bicycle in 1993 was meant to 
identify the party with the common man, by associating it with their preferred mode of transport: A 
sturdy, reliable, affordable vehicle enabling the common man to go forward. 

 Symbols also matter for practical purposes as they are used to mark territory with the visual presence of 
parties, during and between elections. Displayed on the bonnet of SUVs, party symbols are markers of 
power and, in many instances, providers of roadside immunity. 

 Party symbols are also stamped on goods distributed as per the ruling party’s schemes, ensuring that the 
beneficiaries know to whom they owe those goods. When the Samajwadi Party distributed laptops, the 
machines came with bicycle wallpapers that could not be removed without making the operating system 
crash. 

Role of Election Commission in issuing or cancelling party symbol- 

 The Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 empowers the EC to recognise political 
parties and allot symbols. Under Paragraph 15 of the Order, it can decide disputes among rival groups or 
sections of a recognised political party staking claim to its name and symbol. 

 Under Paragraph 15, the EC is the only authority to decide issues on a dispute or a merger. The Supreme 
Court upheld its validity in Sadiq Ali and another vs. ECI in 1971. 

 In cases of splits- 

The ECI primarily ascertains the support enjoyed by a claimant within a political party in its organizational wing 
and in its legislative wing. 

The Commission examines the party’s constitution and its list of office-bearers submitted when the party was 
united. It identifies the apex committee(s) in the organization and finds out how many office-bearers, 
members or delegates support the rival claimants. For the legislative wing, the party goes by the number of 
MPs and MLAs in the rival camps. It may consider affidavits filed by these members to ascertain where they 
stand. 

The ECI may decide the dispute in favor of one faction by holding that it commands enough support in its 
organizational and legislative wings to be entitled to the name and symbol of the recognised party. It may 
permit the other group to register itself as a separate political party. 

 When there is no certainty about the majority of either faction? 

Where the party is either vertically divided or it is not possible to say with certainty which group has a majority, 
the EC may freeze the party’s symbol and allow the groups to register themselves with new names or add 
prefixes or suffixes to the party’s existing names. 

The EC may take time to gather enough material to decide the question. For immediate electoral purposes, it 
may freeze the party’s symbol and advise the groups to fight the elections in different names and on temporary 
symbols. 

 When rival factions settle their differences in future? 

If reunited, the claimants may approach the EC again and seek to be recognised as a unified party. The EC is 
also empowered to recognise mergers of groups into one entity. It may restore the symbol and name of the 
original party. 
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Impact of EC’s decision on political parties- 

 EC’s decision to assign the symbol to one faction establishes legitimacy of the respective faction as 
original party. This is projected onto the voter making the political work of campaigning easier. 

 The other faction will need to do the ground work to establish itself as political group and making its 
symbol popular. They may also find it difficult to woo the voters. 

 Freezing of symbol may signify undecided future of the factions and committed voters might switch to 
other parties 

 

Q) In the light of massive protests in Tamil Nadu demanding revoking of the Supreme Court 

judgement banning jallikattu, do you think the union government should nullify the effect of the 

Supreme Court judgment through an ordinance? Justify. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:-Tamil Nadu is caught in a near-spontaneous mass upsurge in support of jallikattu, the bull-
taming spectacle held during the time of the harvest festival of Pongal. Instead of the traditional form of one 
man against one animal, latter-day jallikattu is a mass-participant ritual of hundreds of men chasing a bull and 
trying to hold on to its hump or stop it by pulling at or twisting its tail. 

When the Supreme Court banned this spectacle that took a heavy toll on both the animals and the human 
participants, it did so after attempts at its regulation and the orderly conduct of this “sport” were deemed a 
failure.  

Efforts that are now on to nullify the effect of the Supreme Court judgment through the ordinance route thus 
carry a serious risk of judicial reproach. 

Article 123 of the Constitution enables the President of India to promulgate an ordinance if neither House of 
Parliament is in session and “circumstances exist, which render it necessary for him to take immediate action”. 
The recent issue of removing ban on Jallikattu imposed by Supreme court generated a demand to issue 
ordinance to lift the ban. 

Effects of nullifying SC order 

 This carries serious risk of Judicial reproach that maligns the sacred Indian Judicial process. And will also 
create friction between executive and judiciary. 

 It will give wrong message to people that agitation against SC decision will lead to nullifying SC order 
through ordinance route and hence it will undermine superiority of SC. 

 By promulgating the ordinance the centre infringes the judicial expansive reading of article 21 of the 
fundamental rights which is about right to life (which mandates that animals too have the right to 
dignified life). 

 Govt passing an ordinance under public pressure would set a precedent that the govt can be pressurised 
into passing of ordinances that violate SC judgements 

 But on the other hand in democracy public will is the main force behind any policy making hence 
undermining public will is against Democratic principle. 

Way forward: 

The wide rage in people and larger public sentiment qualifies for issuing ordinance to lift the ban but at the 
same time the ordinance must contain provision related to making this sport free of cruelty to animals and 
injuries to the participating youth along with this a vigilance machinery to be formed to keep watch upon this 
sport so that it will not breach the provision. 

So in this way rule of law must not be undermined in name of tradition and customs mainly which maligns 
moral fabric of humanity. 
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Topic: Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs, 

various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders 

Q) “Systemic reform of the institutional and legal framework for non-profit organisations in India 

is long overdue, but its absence does not imply that their societal, developmental and professional 

contributions should be ignored, decried, or devalued.” Critically comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

There are nearly 31 lakh non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the country and only 8%–10% files their 
accounts with the registrar of societies. Even Supreme Court went on to say that NGOs get “mind-boggling” 
funds and it has become a “major problem,”2 implying that these funds were “unaccounted” for, and no useful 
purpose is being served by NGOs. 

Reasons for this perception- 

 Due to absence of systematic framework, the assessment of their voluntary work is difficult. 

 Loopholes in the existing framework are exploited to serve the profitable interest of the organizations. 

 No clear framework for accounting and tracking the source of their funding. 

 Corruption and black money hoarders are eroding the reputation and true nature of NGOs. 

However the NGOs have played critical role in socio-economic and religious spheres in India. Some of the 
prominent functions of the NGOs are mentioned here- 

 Their proximity to ground reality served as necessary support for the proper implementation of 
government’s welfare schemes. 

 NGOs with the support given by the government has been accelerating its development activities by 
taking up specific issues like Poverty alleviation, child rights, caste stigma and discriminations, women 
rights, child labor, rural development, water and sanitation, environmental issues etc., 

 In the last two decades the role of NGOs have become proactive in the social sector development-
education, health etc.,NGOs have played a crucial role in sending the school dropouts back to the school 
especially in rural areas thus upholding the Right to education. 

 Also the heath sector development programs like Leprosy eradication program and programs on 
eliminating TB, malaria and improving water and sanitation facilities by NGOs have met with huge 
success. 

 The most highlighted success of NGOs could be seen in their achievement in influencing government to 
bring out various development-oriented policies and laws. Few of such laws and policies include: Right 
to Information, Integrated child development scheme (ICDS), Integrated child protection scheme (ICPS), 
MNREGA, Juvenile justice, Nirmal gram initiative, Rastriya swathya bhima yogna(RSBY), Various policies 
on women development, forest and environment development, anti-trafficking, people with disability 
etc. 

 NGOs or Non-Governmental Organizations have more benefits of working in rural areas as compared to 
governmental organizations because NGOs are more flexible, NGOs are specific to a particular locality 
and moreover these are committed towards serving the public and community as a whole. 

 Along with Panchayat institutions, NGOs have played important role in strengthening grass-root 
democracy in rural areas. 

Conclusion- 

Requirement of modernized legal and institutional framework for Non Govt Organization is the need of hour 
for taking action against the wrongdoers and to reward those who are truly serving the society. 
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Topic: Role of civil services 

Q) In the light of recent ‘mass molestations’ of women in Bangalore on the eve of new year, 

critically analyse the role of police in preventing such incidents. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

 Bengaluru people had gathered at MG Road and Brigade Road – to welcome the New Year. But despite 
“elaborate” security arrangements, women were molested, and children scared out of their wits, while male 
friends and relatives had a tough time protecting them from unruly men. And all this happened despite the 
1,500 policemen deployed in the area. 

Their role is critical in not only mitigating such incidences but also effectively ensuring the law and order 
situation if they occurs unfortunately. 

Role of police is crucial:- 

 To make sufficient preparation in advance to manage a big event and zone down the areas of high 
criminal activities. 

 To enforce strict code of mass control and crowd management in order to check any such incidence. 

 To instill the fear into the minds of anti-social elements and stalkers in order to discourage their intentions 
of teasing, molesting women. 

 In deploying more women coups to effectively ensure safety and security of women. 

 To make the women in city trained for basic self defence skills as done by the Delhi Police forces. 

 In making citizens aware about effective rescue and stampeded guidelines in order to reduce the impact 
of such events if they occur. 

 Technology help is crucial like use of drone surveillance. Installations of CCTv cameras at important 
places. 

Conclusion:- The professionalism in Indian police forces has gone down. The need of hour is to do SMART 
policing as suggested by our Prime Minister. The implementation of innovative ideas like Pink Hoyasala cars 
by Karnataka government for women security is a welcome step. However only police forces won’t be able to 
ensure the complete prevention of such incidences, effective cooperation from society is also needed.  
 

Q) Critically analyse important issues plaguing paramilitary and state police forces. Suggest what 

remedies are needed to address these issues. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

(The term paramilitary forces has been used in the question with broader understanding including the 
Central Armed Police Forces) 

Central Armed Police Forces were formerly referred as Paramilitary Forces however from March 2011, 
Ministry of Home Affairs adopted a uniform nomenclature of Central Armed Police Forces for five forces 
namely: CRPF, BSF, ITBP, CISF, SSB to avoid confusion. The term “paramilitary forces” in India has not been 
defined in any acts or by authorities officially however they are conventionally used to refer to two forces 
i.e. Assam Rifles and Special Frontier Force. 

Issues plaguing paramilitary and state police forces- 

 Politicization and criminalization –Nexus with corrupt politicians, bureaucrats and mafia have 
compromised internal security, eroding of forces authority and affected integrity of system. 

 Poor working condition –Poor food quality, leakages in ration, Over-stretched working hours, lack of 
leaves, unavailability of adequate protection gear and inadequate accessories in some conditions to 
counter intense cold, hot environment in border areas. This has also resulted into high attrition rate. 
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 Ineffective grievance redressal –Collusion between corrupt superiors, poor accountability mechanisms 
and opaque structure, lack of alternative structure causes no heed paid to issues raised by force 
personnel citing some or other financial, administrative excuses. 

 Mismanagement of manpower –139/1 lakh citizen police personnel as against 200/1lakh recommended, 
while haphazard expansion of paramilitary forces had lead to infra issues (inadequate housing 
capabilities). 

 Lack of effective weapons –75% shortage in 9 mm bullets (primary ammunition) , causing paramilitary 
forces to run on empty weapons which affects their operation capabilities. 

 Social Insecurity –No OROP like structure for paramilitary forces and pension amount not at par with 
armed forces and other Govt. services also leading to high attrition rate in such forces. 

Remedies- 

 Implementation of Prakash Singh case guidelines- 

1. State security commission with a view to insulating the police from extraneous influences. 

2. Police establishment board to give it functional autonomy. 

 Police complaints authority to ensure its accountability. 

1. Separation of investigating police from the law and order police 

 Set up of National Security Commission for the selection and placement of heads of Central Police 
Organizations and analysis of major issues. 

 Providing effective grievance redressal mechanism by creation of independent body with transparent 
structure directly reporting to Home Ministry. 

 Implement National Security doctrine, standardize and fasten procurement procedures across forces, 
developed indigenous ammunition generation capabilities. 

 Provide OROP like structure, adequate infra and other incentives (concept of peace posting) to attract 
best of talent and Increase of manpower in a structured manner. 

 Outsourcing of management of supply chain (food, basic provisions) through PPP to reduce officer 
intervention and maintain quality, timely delivery. 

 Creation of ‘One Area One Allowance’, ‘national allowance grid’ systems where every soldier either from 
Army or Paramilitary would be treated equally on pay scale basis. 

 Modernizing both Paramilitary and state police forces is need of the time. Naxalists and terrorists have 
been using modern weapons and tools to which preparedness these forces are proving ineffective. 

Conclusion- 

Paramilitary and police state forces are the backbone of maintaining law and order inside the country. Central 
forces play an important role in disaster management, tackling extremism, election duty, securing border 
areas in the country, and are very important for effective internal security of our nation. However scant 
attention has been provided towards their preparedness and efficiency. Thus government of the day must 
focus on meeting the requirement of these forces and giving CAPFs equality with respect to armed forces. 
 

Q) Critically comment on the significance of the Central government’s recent decision to 

compulsorily retire two Indian Police Service (IPS) officers and one Indian Administrative Service 

(IAS) officer for ‘non-performance’. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- The Central government’s recent decision to compulsorily retire two Indian Police Service (IPS) 
officers and one Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer for ‘non-performance’ is bold and laudable. One of 
the officers is reported to have been under investigation for disproportionate assets. The compulsory 
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retirements are in pursuance of the service rules that contemplate a review either when an officer reaches 
the age of 50 or completes 25 years of service. 

All central government employees are governed by the Fundamental Rules (FR) and also the Central Civil 
Services (CCS) rules. Compulsory retirement as a provision is contained in both FR & CCS pension rules. 

Rule 56(j) of Fundamental Rules (FR) 

The fundamental rules governing all central government employees contain provisions for the compulsory 
retirement of any official. Rule 56(J) of the FR says that “The appropriate authority has the absolute right to 
retire, if it is necessary to do so in public interest, any Government employee as per provisions of Rules” 

Rule 48 of CCS Pension Rules 

The provision of compulsory retirement is also contained in Rule 48 of the CCS Pension rules. Rule 48 says that 
All Government servants covered by CCS (Pension) Rules, 1972 who have completed 30 years of qualifying 
service can be asked to compulsorily retire by the appropriate authority in public interest. 

SIGNIFICANCE:- 

 We need to support the effort to convert the bureaucracy into an accountable body that is sensitive to 
public demands. As it is evidently found that the prestigious IPS is more inclined towards becoming more 
force than service so such move has potential to make it more service oriented. 

 Last year finance ministry sacked 33 non performing IRS officer to remove general perception that officers 
can get away without performing their duties. So it gives strong message to other non performers that 
there is no other way besides faithfully doing their duty. 

 Bureaucracy is mainly feeded upon public exchequer’s money and their non performance leads to waste 
money. 

 It will act as warning Bell to under-performing officers. 

 This would make officers more vigilant in their duty improving productivity ending corruption, indirect 
reward for honest officers 

But at same time government must focus upon why these officers are becoming non-performers: 

 Most of the higher posts lack the component of Job Enrichment so the job itself no longer motivates the 
officer to perform decently. 

 Lack of integrity is another major reason this happens mainly because either the officer himself has 
corrupted mindset or that officer is not posted under high integrity possessing persons under during 
probation or both. 

 At the same time proper care must be taken that such precedence of removal should not lead to witch 
hunting of honest officers. And as this ‘Steel Frame’ has not collapsed since independence shows that 
there is significant presence of honest civil servants. 

 Cynics may say this is a gimmick or a symbolic act that would hardly mend the ways of the bureaucracy. 
This is a defeatist approach. 

Conclusion:- 

So onus lies on government that work upon job Enrichment process and try to enhance quality of probationary 
period. This is an appreciable move as it will help to change perception of citizens that once you bag a 
government job, you can keep that job without performing your duty responsibly. 
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Topic: Important aspects of governance, Transparency & Accountability; 

Q) In your opinion, how one should – both government and public – deal with the phenomenon of 

‘fake news’? In the light of its impact on polity and society, discuss critically. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Fake news, in recent time have assumed alarming proportion in creating fear, insecurity and anxiety among 
different communities. The fake news have played key role in incidents like mass exodus of North-Eastern 
people in Bangalore, Muzaffarnagar riots etc. Thus there is need to evolve sound strategy on the part of both 
government and public to deal with the menace of fake news. 

Impact of fake news on polity and society- 

 People’s faith in social, print and electronic media reduces which could affect the benefits of these 
Medias. 

 It can lead to violence between two or more communities thereby creating enmity and hatred between 
them. 

 It can disturb the social fabric of the society and tensions among communities persists for long times. 

 It reduces the tendencies of cooperation between different communities. 

 Political parties try to gain political advantages by polarizing the voter’s mind which further intensifies 
the tensions between different sections of society. 

 Politics of development takes back seat and communal tendencies emerge in politics. 

How government should deal with the fake news- 

 Government should portray true and analytical picture of original issues to superimpose the same on 
mind of people. 

 Government should have independent agency to verify the data being circulated in social and other 
media. The agency should be tasked with presenting real facts and figures. 

 Government should have mechanism for immediately issuing of notice against sites/people/agencies 
involved in spreading fake news. 

 There should be a provision of effective balances and check of filtering fake posts before it getting viral. 

 Social media websites should be made accountable of such activities so that it becomes their 
responsibility to have better control in restricting the spread of fake news. 

 Government should take active measures for promoting awareness among people about fake news and 
their consequences. 

 Government should enlist penal provisions to perpetrators of fake news if it causes violence or deaths. 

 Government should make mandatory for Print and Electronic media to have internal mechanism for 
verifying incidents, facts and figures. 

How public should deal with the fake news- 

 Public should verify the accuracy and of reliability of any news or data either from government or any 
independent agency specifically involved in such task. 

 Public should not blindly trust any sensitive news and should not forward it to others. 

 Public should inform concerned department about any fake post as soon as they come across. They 
should act as active vigilant for maintaining peace and harmony in the society. 

 NGO’s and other civil society groups can play important role in spreading awareness about the ill effects 
of fake news. 
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Conclusion- 

Citizens can play the most important role in reducing the menace of fake news as they are the ones who 
amplify the effects and consequences of fake news. Thus aware and informed citizens are the prior need of 
bringing positive changes. 

 
Q) Recently, the Supreme Court removed top functionaries of BCCI for not implementing Lodha 

panel recommendations and for the contempt of court.  In your opinion, what lessons should BCCI 

learn from this episode? Also briefly give your opinion on the whole episode. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The Board of Control for Cricket in India has only itself to blame for its present predicament. Its president and 
secretary have been removed for defying the Supreme Court’s order to accept reforms suggested by a court-
appointed committee. And its president, Anurag Thakur, now faces legal action for contempt of court as well 
as prosecution for perjury.  

Top 10 recommendations by the Lodha committee 

 The panel found not enough evidence against former IPL COO Sundar Raman 

 Lodha panel wants BCCI to come under RTI Act 

 Lodha panel recommends legalisation of betting:-The panel recommends players and BCCI officials 
should disclose their assets to the board in a measure to ensure they do not bet. 

 Lodha panel proposes one state, one vote. Also no proxy voting of individuals The most contentious point 
in the recommendations asks BCCI to implement one vote for each state. This means, for example, the 
large state of Maharashtra with multiple associations in Maharashtra, Mumbai and Vidarbha each have 
their respective representative and vote during elections. If recommendation is implemented, the entire 
state will have just one vote. 

 No BCCI office-bearer can have more than two consecutive terms The Lodha panel recommends a 
maximum of three terms for office bearers with no more than two consecutive terms. It further says 
there should be a cooling period after each term. 

 No BCCI office-bearer can be Minister or government servant, recommends Lodha panel 

 In no case President will hold post for more than 2 years 

 Lodha panel recommends a steering committee headed by former Home Secy G K Pillai with Mohinder 
Amarnath, Diana Eduljee and Anil Kumble 

 Panel recommends separate governing bodies for the IPL and BCCI 

 Lodha Committee recommends relegation of Railways, Services and Universities as Associate members. 
They also lose voting rights 

 Punishment and reforms were the main tasks for the Lodha committee 

The lessons learnt include:- 

 Nobody is above the law- There is ample space to appeal and get genuine concerns addressed within the 
ambit of law. Defiance of SC orders and perjury by the board president is totally uncalled for. Such 
episodes need to be strictly prevented in the future. 

 Command and coordination- Stating that state boards will not agree to the implementation of 
recommendations reflects poor organizational and leading skills. The board has to learn how to align 
state boards to its requirements. 

 All organizations even if autonomous/private need to follow basics of rules and regulations. Non-
compliance in any form is non-justifiable and sets a bad example for lower rungs as well. 
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 Nexus-no nexus whether political or any other in fact BCCI should follow the corporate governance 
practices. 

 Implementation of Reforms-reforms like governance structure, fair election, RTI inclusion, regulation of 
betting, ethical officer is the immediate need that BBCI should work upon. 

OPINION ON WHOLE EPISODE:- 

 Most of the Lodha panel recommendations were only fundamental in nature and not even cosmetic 
(stated by SC). Many of former cricketers, coaches, managers, club owners have come out to support 
Lodha panel recommendations which gives it validation. 

 Necessary reforms like CEO:-run organization, bringing under RTI, appointment of Ethics, Electoral officer 
and Ombudsman (deal with internal conflicts) and One-State, One-vote principle would help in laying 
proper foundation to increase professionalism and transparency in the body 

 Debate on judicial overreach:-Looks quite overstretched as SC can exploit Art 142 to prevent any 
wrongdoing even in private/autonomous bodies with larger public interest 

 Counter-argument:-SC has pointed fingers only at the BCCI and not at other sports bodies which are in 
more dismal conditions 

None of this would have happened had the BCCI shown some sense of responsibility and a vision for the future, 
and recognised the fact that the highest court was only seeking to reform the manner in which cricket is 
administered in the country. Defying the court in the name of protecting the sport’s autonomy is ambiguous, 
sports need to be impartial following sportsman spirit. Moreover every agency should follow the rule of law 
rather than their status quo, so that it should never act as a slippery slope for other bodies in a democratic 
country like India. 
 

Q) Shifting towards a digital payments ecosystem could generate several potential benefits: for 

citizens, it could reduce transaction costs and increase access to critical financial services; for 

governments, it could reduce leakages and improve public service delivery. But, to see these 

benefits on ground, how should India create and transform its digital payment infrastructure? 

Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction: 

In the aftermath of demonetization, millions of Indians have switched to digital modes of payment for their 
daily transactions. There are numerous benefits of it but capturing these benefits in reality is not 
straightforward and will require a systematic, evidence-driven approach. 

To create and transform its digital payment infrastructure India should take following steps:- 

 Implementing recommendations of the Ratan Watal Committee, creating a Payment Regulatory Board 
(PRB) within RBI is a great start as it will allow for more representation from payment industry experts in 
policymaking for digital payments while driving a level-playing field for players across the sector. 

 Drawing parity between physical cash and digital payment products is necessary which means several 
things, including: 

(a) Transactions in physical cash and digital instruments should deliver the same value 

(b) Process of using physical cash and digital instruments should have similar processes or formalities 

(c) Interoperable payments between banks and non-banks 

 Constituting grievance redressal body for complaints from consumers which are normally on rise when 
major population shifts towards the digital systems. 
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 Creating a single government wallet which will accept all kinds of payments (in local bodies, railway ticket 
bookings) and it must be integrated with app like BHIM and Aadhaar number in order to have one 
account. 

 Abolishing custom duties on import of equipment for digital payments, point of sale machines to reduce 
the cost. Even online money transactions and services like railway ticket bookings are taxed hence cash 
is encouraged. 

 Creation of massive digital infrastructure for broadband connectivity, universal access in collaboration 
with National Optical fiber mission, project Loon etc to penetrate internet into remotest possible area. 

 Enhancing the cyber security expertise, hacking capabilities, cyber manpower and new innovative ways 
of securing the payments. 

CASE STUDIES:- 

 A success story: Kenya’s M-Pesa, allows users with or without bank accounts to transfer and make 
payments through a basic mobile phone is an example of digital financial inclusion success story which 
now accounted now 20% of GDP and improved per capita consumption and lifted 2% of Kenyan 
households—out of poverty. 

 MGNREGA has been attached with the Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) platform, which aims to prevent 
leakages and delays and is a right step towards this direction. Also in 2006, government of Andhara 
Pradesh launched a smart-card program for MGNREGS and social security pensions where payments 
were delivered to bank accounts linked with biometric smart cards has resulted in a faster, less corrupt 
payment process. 

 

Q) The opaque and gargantuan nature of electoral finance is at the root of the twin evils of 

corruption and black money. How to make publicly-funded elections a reality? Suggest solutions. 

(200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Elections in India are, on the whole, seen to be free and fair. The Election Commission has evolved as an 
institution which is impartial and effective in its conduct of elections. Yet, it is unable to ensure a level playing 
field in the contest for political power. The reason for its failure in this domain lies in election finances. 

What is state or public funding of elections? 

This means that government gives funds to political parties or candidates for contesting elections. Its main 
purpose is to make it unnecessary for contestants to take money from powerful moneyed interests so that 
they can remain clean. For this to happen, state funding needs to be accompanied by strict accounting and 
transparency. In some countries, state funding is extended to meeting some specific forms of spending by 
political parties, not confined to electioneering alone. Countries keep changing laws relating to state funding 
depending on experience and financial condition. 

Why public funding is good? 

 Political parties and candidates need money for their electoral campaigns, to keep contacts with their 
constituencies, to prepare policy decisions and to pay professional staff. Therefore, public funding is a 
natural and necessary cost of democracy. 

 Public funding can limit the influence of interested money and thereby help curb corruption. 

 Public funding can increase transparency in party and candidate finance and thereby help curb 
corruption. 

 If parties and candidates are financed with only private funds, economical inequalities in the society 
might translate into political inequalities in government. 
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 In societies where many citizens are under or just above the poverty line, they cannot be expected to 
donate large amounts of money to political parties or candidates. If parties and candidates receive at 
least a basic amount of money from the State the country could have a functioning multi-party system 
without people having to give up their scarce resources. 

How to make publicly-funded elections a reality- 

 The government should consider state funding of political parties contesting elections. But such funding 
should be limited to parties recognized as ‘national’ or ‘State’ by the Election Commission of India, and 
to candidates directly fielded by such recognized parties. 

 Budgetary constraints could come in the way. Therefore, a good start could be made with partial funding 
– that is, with the state taking care of certain expenditures of the recognized parties. The aim should be 
to discourage political parties from seeking external funding (except through a nominal membership fee) 
to run their affairs, carry out their programs and contest elections. 

 A separate Election Fund with an annual contribution of some Rs 600 crore by the Centre and a matching 
amount by all States put together should be created. Only those parties which have submitted their 
income tax returns up to the previous financial year could avail of state funding. 

 The resources allocated to the Local Area Development Schemes for members of parliament and state 
legislatures—MPLADS and MLALADS have increased at a rapid pace over the past two decades. These 
enormous sums of public money, as much as Rs53,000 crore over five years, are often underutilized or 
misused without social audit or public accountability. Such schemes are also contrary to the principles of 
political democracy because they provide an unfair advantage to incumbents over potential new 
entrants. Thus MPLAD and MLALAD schemes should be discontinued. The money saved should be used 
for public funding of elections. It would serve political democracy far better by cleansing the electoral 
process. 

 Such public funding could be supplemented by contributions or donations from individuals or entities. 
But all such payments, irrespective of the amount, must be through cheques. It is imperative that there 
is complete disclosure and absolute transparency in this process, whether it is contributions or donations 
received by candidates or by political parties. 

Conclusion- 

Cleansing the electoral politics has become the need of Indian democracy so that it does not only provide 
opportunity to citizens but provide them their rights.  There is a rights consciousness in people, particularly 
the young, who are beginning to demand accountability from elected governments. Thus the beginning should 
be made with the state funding of elections which would automatically curb menace of black money and 
corruption. 
 

Q) In your opinion, what does autonomy for the RBI entail? In the light of doubts expressed on its 

autonomy in the wake of demonetization decision, critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The demonetisation decision has led several observers to express concern about the autonomy and 
institutional integrity of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).  The reasons are- 

 Critiques argue that RBI was not involved in the decision making of Demonetization and it was not given 
sufficient time to consider the decision. 

 The decision of demonetization was imposed on the RBI and RBI practically surrendered its 
independence. 

 The unpreparedness of RBI was evident when it could not make available enough amount of cash in given 
time. Thus RBI was neither taken into confidence nor given enough time to prepare for the consequences. 

However there is need to analyze the functional role of the RBI to determine whether autonomy and 
institutional integrity of RBI was violated? 
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RBI is entailed with 3 important functions- 

 The central goal of central bank independence was to ensure low and stable inflation via the autonomous 
conduct of monetary policy. It is important to note that is not the central bank’s discretion to decide what 
the targeted rate of inflation ought to be (or indeed what the optimum rate of growth should be); that 
remains the job of the elected government. But once that target is laid down, the central bank must 
ensure that it meets those targets with complete operational autonomy. 

 The RBI is the government’s debt manager, a function that has been proposed to be hived out to an 
independent debt management agency but resisted by the central bank. The separation of debt 
management from the RBI is not an assault on the RBI’s independence by the government. Instead, it is 
to remove the conflict of interest that exists in the RBI’s functions of setting interest rates, and 
management of the government’s debt. The latter could influence the former when it ought not to. The 
RBI’s independence to carry out its primary mandate, the efficient conduct of monetary policy, will only 
be enhanced by hiving off the debt management function. 

 The third major role played by the RBI is in the regulation of the banking system. Like any regulatory 
agency, RBI must be allowed to operate at an arm’s length from the government while doing its work. 

What does Autonomy for the RBI entail? 

 RBI Act (Section 7 on Management) lays out things quite unambiguously. Part (1) of Section 7 states: “The 
Central Government may from time to time give such directions to the Bank as it may, after consultation 
with the Governor of the Bank, consider necessary in the public interest.” Parts (2) and (3) spell out the 
roles for the Central Board and Governor. There is a clear ‘seniority’ principle with (1) taking precedence 
over (2) which takes precedence over (3). 

 The motive behind this clause is that RBI is comprised of only bureaucrat and technocrats hence they are 
not elected they are not accountable to people. 

 In a democracy, the final responsibility of all policy decisions must lie with the elected representatives of 
the people, either the government or Parliament or both.  

 The RBI could not take a policy decision as major as demonetization unilaterally. Nor indeed could it turn 
it down unilaterally. 

Conclusion- 

The government, when it exercises its right as sovereign, whether to set an inflation target or to demonetize 
high-value currency, is acting well within the norms of the law and the spirit of democracy. Any attempt by 
unelected officials to obstruct would only be abuse of their autonomy. 

In a democracy, the final responsibility of all policy decisions must lie with Government at the same time there 
should be no compromise on RBI’s autonomy side- in the maintaining targets of interest rates, the regulation 
of banks, or in other operational spheres. Therefore there should be mutual cooperation and coordination 
between RBI as a regulator and Govt as owner of public sector banks for the larger public interests for an 
efficient and sustainable economy. 
 

Q) Critically examine various views of the Supreme Court on the precondition of “sanction” for 

prosecution of a public servant under Section 19 of the Prevention of Corruption (PC) Act, 1988. 

Also comment how these views have impacted fight against corruption among public servants. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

The conflicting views of the Supreme Court on the precondition of “sanction” for prosecution of a public 
servant under Section 19 of the Prevention of Corruption (PC) Act, 1988 have created a legal vortex which 
could be exploited by unscrupulous public servants to stifle a criminal investigation. 
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Section 19 of the PC Act states: “No court shall take cognizance of an offence… alleged to have been 
committed by a public servant except with the previous sanction.” The provision aims to balance two 
competing interests. 

 One is the need to ensure that an honest public servant is not hounded in the performance of his or her 
duties by frivolous complaints. 

 The other is that investigation into an allegation of crime isn’t stifled at the threshold due to the power 
wielded by a public servant. 

SC Views in favor of Section 19- 

 Validity of Section :-In Manzoor Ali Khan vs UOI (2015) and Subramanian Swami (2014) case provision for 
sanction for prosecution in a corruption case is not unconstitutional as mere possibility of abuse cannot 
be a ground to declare a provision unconstitutional , but executive needs to expedite the sanction 
process. 

 Requirement :-It has healthy objective of protecting an innocent public servant against unwarranted and 
mala fide prosecution and act applies at threshold itself (Aiyappa vs Anil Kumar (2013) and Narayana 
Swamy vs State (2016) cases) 

Counter-Views 

 In Subramanian Swami vs UOI (2014) case, SC held Section 6A of the Delhi Special Police Establishment 
Act, which required prior sanction for investigation as invalid (Similar views in Rajasthan vs Raj Kumar-
1998 and R.R. Chari vs. State-1951). 

 No tolerance to corruption :-Undermines core constitutional values of justice, equality, liberty and 
fraternity as status of offender is not relevant during investigation of crime. 

 Subjugation of judicial power:- By imposing a restriction on investigation by police at preliminary level 
itself 

Impact on Fight against corruption- 

 Protection to dishonest and corrupt politicians and Government officials even after proof of their 
involvement have been found Eg-> Captain Satish Verma (96) for arbitrarily allocating petrol pumps. 

 Subjugation of constitutional and judicial provisions -> Violation of Art. 14 (Equality before law) and 
restraining powers on court to punish the culprit. 

 Not in line with the provisions under the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 which has resulted into 
contradictory principles. 

 High-ranked official can influence the police for not registering an FIR and threaten the victim, and courts 
would remain powerless to initiate any action. 

 Instill fear among citizens regarding highlighting of crime and reduce motivation leading to degradation 
of public trust 

Conclusion:- 

Corruption in public office in any way is detrimental to the society. A fine balance need to be maintained 
between need to protect a public servant against mala fide prosecution on the one hand and of upholding the 
probity in public life in prosecuting the public servant against whom critical evidence is available in support of 
allegation of corruption. A relook regarding overhaul of Section 19 is warranted 
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Q) “There are two aspects of demonetisation on which clarity is required. One is the status of 

political funds, and the other the status of donations/offerings made to temples and religious 

institutions, through the so-called temple hundis.” Discuss critically. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The 8th November 2016 demonetisation decision had few purposes like: 

1) To tackle black money in the economy.  

2) To lower the cash circulation in the country which “is directly related to corruption in our country” according 
to PM Modi.  

3) To eliminate fake currency and dodgy funds which have been used by terror groups to fund terrorism in 
India.  

4) To promote the cashless economy  

However two aspects required some clarifications:- 

POLITICAL FUNDS:- 

 Political party funds are exempted from income tax, though parties are required to maintain books of 
accounts, and file income returns. Moreover, they are not required to keep any details of the source of 
funds if the individual contributions are Rs. 20,000 or less. It is well known that almost 90% of the funds 
of major political parties are of this nature. 

 The Union Revenue Secretary reportedly said on December 16 that political parties can accept cash 
donations even after November 8. The Finance Minister, however, said a couple of days later that political 
parties cannot accept donations in old Rs. 500 and Rs. 1,000 notes. 

 The question, thus, is whether parties did accept cash donations in demonetised bills after November 8. 
If so, it could have been a great device for converting black money into white in the hands of unethical 
political parties by breaking down huge contributions into a number of small ones of Rs. 20,000 or less; 
an unethical political party could even receive cash contributions after November 8, but show in its books 
that the money was received before that date. 

Donations/Offerings to the temples:- 

 It would also be useful to find out the amount of cash deposited by temples after November 8 purportedly 
received as donations to know how funds so received will be dealt with (so as not to enable conversion 
of black money into white), and whether any part of such collections would be taxed. 

Conclusion:- 

The implementations of stringent policies in both of cases have serious caveats as the policies can harm the 
interest of policy makers themselves, inadequate staff and tribunals of tax department, and possibility of chaos 
when the policies related to religious sentiments. The strong political will, priority to national interest and 
institutional capacity are required to make this move successful rather than another unfortunate event. 
 

Q) The RBI board’s decision to recommend withdrawal of legal tender of high denomination notes 

after a short board meeting  is seen as a loss of independence of the RBI. In this light, examine why 

RBI board’s meeting should be transparent and what should be done to ensure this. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:-  

The recommendation was based on advice by the government that the RBI Central Board should consider such 
a decision. The RBI board was within its powers to turn it down. It could have directed the management to 
give it a report on the costs and benefits involved and taken a considered decision in its next meeting. 
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HOW RBI MAKES DECISION:- 

 The RBI annual report shows the RBI’s annual expenses in 2014-15 were Rs 13,356 crore. These are 
comparable to the annual expenditure of many states in India, and many times bigger than that of most 
central banks and regulators in India and abroad. Nearly a third, or more than Rs 4,000 crore, is spent on 
RBI staff salaries, superannuation, housing, maintenance, directors’ fee and board meeting expenses. 
Such a large use of public money requires adequate scrutiny. 

 The board would discuss and approve the expenses and fulfill its role of controlling excessive expenditure 
by the management. However, there is no evidence available that the board even discusses this 
enormous annual spend of the RBI. 

 Further, there is no evidence that the board looks after the public’s interest in the event that there may 
be a conflict with the interests of the management. This is something the Board would have been 
expected to do. The decision seems to be taken mainly by the management — without the scrutiny of 
the Board. 

RBI is considered as banking sector regulator and controls the monetary policy of the country. Therefore 
due diligence, independence and transparency is expected from it because- 

 RBI takes decision on monetary policies which directly impacts people like inflation targeting, lending 
rates 

 Monetary policies through Open Market Operation, Statutory Liquidity Ratio, Cash Reserve Ratio directly 
affect money supply in economy 

 Position as a regulator should be maintained with independence from government or pressure groups 

 Key regulators like SEBI, IRDA depend on guidelines of RBI 

 Payment security, Bank licensing and Transaction processes are governed by RBI 

Therefore owing to the position RBI holds it decisions should be transparent and board meetings should be 
detailed on the reasons behind policy changes. However short board meeting prior to demonetization points 
to loss of autonomy to government. 

It can be addressed through following- 

 Releasing detailed notes and analysis of all the board meetings including releasing transcripts 

 White papers issues on policy changes – before & after analysis 

 International bench-marking on important policy changes 

 Strengthening committees like MPC which collectively take decision 

 Decisions open for public comments prior to implementation 

 Economists and Members from other regulators to be involved in decision making. 

 Non-interference of government in monetary policy to be followed 
 

Q) Critically comment on issues involved in funding of political parties in India and their 

implications on governance. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The nature of Political funding in a country has a direct impact in deciding the quality of leaders that debate 
in the Parliament & assemblies, frame laws, and formulate policies to govern and administer the country. 

Issues involved in funding of Political Parties: 

 Unknown Resources: 70% of Political fundings in 2005-15 is unaccounted for because contributions 
below 20,000 do not have to be named. Hence majority of contributions remain from anonymous donors. 
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 Black Money: Political funding especially during elections are major sources of Black Money 

 Tax Exemptions: on income have led to proliferation of Inactive Political parties (total parties in India ~ 
2000) viz are used to park unaccounted income to avoid tax returns 

 Huge Expenditure: is required for contesting elections so the ordinary citizens is unable to fight elections 
as he cannot afford it, implying a loss in public-participation in the democratic process 

The above issues called for removal of Exemptions on Pol Parties but Supreme Court justified the exemption 
stating that Pol parties needed money to carry out general activities like meetings, rally’s, elections and for 
their public role in Democratic setup, they must be able to maximum use of their funds 

Implications on Governance: 

 Legislature: Direct impact on law-making procedures of country as who funds Pol parties can decide the 
actual law-makers  

 Crony Capitalism: arising from funded Pol parties can cause unsustainable Development, as seen by 
irreparable damage caused to Environment in recent times 

 Democratic Governance: necessitates greater Transparency in Political funding 

CONCLUSION:- 

In this regard, a nuanced approach must be taken to introduce Electoral reforms as a way forward, by bringing 
Political parties under ambit of RTI, reducing disclosure limits from 20,000 to 2,00 per contribution, Public 
Funding of elections, Independent regulatory body to scrutinize political party finances and place them in 
public domain, and lastly give more power to Election Commission 
 

Q) Breaking the banker-borrower nexus is just as critical for safeguarding public money as is acting 

against corrupt administrators. In the light of wilful defaulting and involvement of some bankers 

in facilitating huge loans without due diligence, critically examine how should government proceed 

to safeguard public money and act against corrupt bankers, businessmen and administrators. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Some of the recent cases of willful defaulters (mostly corporates) have ignited the debate how government 
should deal with the banker-borrower nexus. On one hand government is encouraging officers to take fearless 
decisions and on the other hand officers are found to be involving in wrong acts to which government must 
treat sternly. 

The steps to be taken by government to safeguard public money- 

 The banking officials while advancing high loans should be made to follow standard procedures. 
Transparency of the loan disbursing process must be ensured. Many cases have been unveiled where 
officials were found to be flouting the norms for vested interests. 

 Official advancing high amount of loans must be made accountable so that they do not deviate from right 
process. 

 Proper follow up after disbursal: An alternative loan monitoring system should be developed. Send an 
external audit party independent of borrower to check stock and debtors on regular intervals. Adverse 
audit reports leads to hiding malpractices so audit process must be strengthened. 

 The technicalities related to ‘No Objection’ certificate to be strengthened to reduce repeated defaulters. 
The list of willful defaulters must be updated regularly. 

 Banks should install IT based credit analysis techniques which can be reviewed and checked easily. 

 Asset Quality Reviews (AQR) to be done quarterly to check the NPA status, payment track records. 

 Banks should be allowed to liquidate properties of willful defaulters in quick time to realize public money. 
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How government should act against corrupt bankers? 

 Bankers should be made accountable and should be liable for punishment if they found to be disbursing 
loans without due diligence. 

 Bankers to provided loan review statements to public about NPAs and willful defaulters. 

 Continuous process review of credit analysis to be submitted 

How government should act against corrupt Businessmen- 

 Name of willful defaulters, NPA and other stressed assets to be shared with all banks. 

 Tainted businessmen to be banned from capital markets and banking sector till name is cleared. 

 Quicker resolution of DRT cases. 

 Businessmen should be made liable to face penal charges in cases of willful defaulting. 

How government should act against corrupt Administrators- 

 Prevention of Corruption Act to include cases of abetting corrupt bankers and businessmen. 

 Civil Servants to declare assets including source of assets to check corruption. 

 Accepting 2nd ARC recommendations including amending Article 311 to make civil servants more 
accountable. 

Conclusion- 

Without wise and effective use of public money, the banking sector would become vulnerable to the external 
and internal shocks. Also public faith in banking would reduce hampering the process of financial inclusion. 
Thus government should make banking officials, administrators and borrowers accountable to public and to 
law. 
 

Q) Recently the Union Cabinet approved the IIM Bill, granting the 20 Indian Institutes of 

Management more autonomy than they currently enjoy. What are the salient features of this Bill? 

Examine how does it affect autonomy of IIMs. (200 Words)  

The Indian Express 

Highlights of the Bill 

 The Bill declares 20 existing Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) as institutions of national importance 
and confers on them the power to grant degrees. 

 The Board of Governors will be the executive body of each IIM, comprising up to 19 members.  It will 
nominate 17 board members including eminent persons, faculty members and alumni.  The remaining 
two members will be nominees from the central and state governments, respectively.  The Board 
appoints its own Chairperson. 

 The Board of Governors will appoint the Director of each IIM.  A search committee will recommend 
names for the post of the Director.  The Director is eligible for variable pay, to be determined by the 
Board. 

 The Academic Council of each IIM will determine the: (i) academic content; (ii) criteria and process for 
admission to courses; and (iii) guidelines for conduct of examinations. 

 A coordination forum will be set up, which will include representation from the 20 IIMs.  It will discuss 
matters of common interest to all IIMs 

 There will be regular review of the performance of the IIMs by independent agencies. The results will be 
put up in the public domain. The review will take into account the long-term strategy and five-year plan 
of the IIMs. 
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 The annual report of the IIMs will be placed in Parliament and Comptroller and Auditor General will audit 
their accounts. The report will include steps taken by the institute to fulfil its objects and an outcome-
based assessment of the research being undertaken the institutes. 

 There is also a provision of Coordination Forum of IIMs as an advisory body. The forum will facilitate the 
sharing of experiences, ideas and concerns with a view to enhancing the performance of all institutes. 

Effect on autonomy:- 

 Currently, the central government has a role in the functioning of IIMs which includes appointment of 
the Chairperson of their Boards, their Directors and pay to the Director.  In contrast, the Bill extends 
greater autonomy to the Board in the performance of these functions. 

 Under the Bill, the autonomy envisaged for IIMs exceeds the autonomy granted to other institutions of 
higher education such as IITs and AIIMS.  For example, Directors of IITs and AIIMS are appointed by the 
central government.  Introduction of new courses of study at AIIMS requires approval of the Medical 
Council of India. 

 It is unclear if there is a plan to extend the enhanced autonomy proposed for IIMs to other higher 
educational institutions of national importance as well. 

 It will make IIMs first institute of National importance where President has no direct role. 

 Coordination forum will be headed by eminent person shortlisted by search-cum-selection committee 
instead of HRD minister. 

 Review through independent agencies, more alumni- management expert participation in Board 
meetings prevents government interference. 

 

Q) What do you understand by ‘Revolving door detention’ – which was in new recently? In Jammu 

and Kashmir, the Public Safety Act has been criticised for various reasons. Examine why. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

Revolving Door Detention (RDD) is the mechanism under which Government re-detains the person which 
generally has obtained a relief through a judiciary, using arbitrary detention laws (in Kashmir, Public Safety Act 
1978) without any intention to charge him or bring him to trial. 

Ex Hurriyat leader Masarat Alam has been booked under PSA for 17 consecutive times 

Public Safety Act (PSA), initially promulgated in 1978 empowers the JK Govt. to detain a person above 18 years 

PUBLIC SAFTEY ACT:- 

 It allows the government to detain a person without trial for a period of three to six months. 

 The Act was first promulgated in 1978 by the Sheikh Abdullah government as an administrative detention 
aimed at keeping timber smugglers “out of circulation”. 

 Originally, it allowed the government to detain any person above the age of 16 without trial for a period 
of two years. Over the past three-and-a-half decades, the government has frequently used the Act against 
political opponents. 

 The detention order under the PSA is issued by the district magistrate (deputy commissioner) concerned, 
after police recommendation. 

 Police prepare a case file or ‘dossier’ against the accused and submit it to the deputy commissioner, 
detailing why a person needs to be detained under the Act. 

 It is up to the deputy commissioner to accept or reject the recommendations, and accordingly, pass an 
order for detention under the PSA or to return the file. 
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 In most cases, district magistrates pass detention orders without questioning the police dossier. 

CRITICISM: 

After the protests triggered by the killing of Hizbul Mujaihideen militant commander Burhan Muzaffar Wani, 
the state government slapped the PSA against more than 550 persons, the highest number in a year. 

Reasons for its criticizing 

 Draconian Law:- Bypasses all the institutions, procedures and human rights safeguards of ordinary 
criminal justice system in order to secure a long detention term  

 Use of coercion:-Lack of accountability also has led to using of unlawful torture, coercion by authorities 
on detainees and also on their families (also has jeopardized the safety and life of a detainee) 

 Abrogation of Rights:-It restricts Freedom of speech and right to peaceful protest (Art 19), and freedom 
of movement and liberty (Art 21) and also discriminates against guidelines led down in Art. 22 (Prevention 
against detention in certain cases) and restricts judicial remedy (Art. 32)  

 Misuse of provisions:-Used against political opponents to gain undue mileage in elections, to further 
ruling party’s agenda (religious, social) , and in some cases minors have also been illegally detained 

 High Executive discretion:-Inspite of 2011 amendment following protests from HR activists, which 
reduced the time under detention, a revision clause inserted allows the administration to extend the 
detention period to 1-2 years 

 Supplements other draconian provisions:-AFSPA (1990) has been misused severely and led to severe HR 
violations in the area, PSA adds fuel to the fire of people suffering 

Measures to consider (extra information) 

 Creation of regulatory body:-With members from both State/Centre/HR agencies. It would overlook at 
the implementation of law, and also monitor the health, age and background of detainees to prevent its 
misuse. 

 Strict punishment in case of any HR violation(LT suspension, termination of service/political career of 
leaders) of detainees, and not putting every protest under garb of being ‘anti-national’ 

 Stress on wining trust of localsand encourage ‘community policing’ , and creation of platforms like “Jan-
Darbaar” where people can put forward their grievances 

 Repeal of AFSPA subsequently in phases and improving socio-eco condition especially in border areas 
(BADP, Border-Haats, Skill development etc) 

Conclusion:-PSA is also known as ‘Lawless Law’ by multiple HR agencies and activists, the term which was also 
used by SC to describe preventive detention in multiple cases. Kashmir is a ‘sensitive state’ and stringent laws 
are required to maintain peace, however it must be ensured that these laws are used only when required. The 
abhorrence of AFSPA by local leaders while at the same time their love for PSA looks illogical, hence a major 
revamp is needed if we want to set forward on course to repeal Art.370. 
 

Topic:  Dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions 

Q) The bankruptcy and insolvency code, which received the Parliament’s nod in May 2016, has a 

wide ambit under its jurisdiction including individuals, companies, limited liability partnerships, 

partnership firms and other legal entities. Can this code be effectively implemented in India? What 

challenges does it face? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

As a demonstration of India’s combined political will, the much awaited and debated Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (Code) was passed by the Upper House of the Parliament on 11 May 2016 (shortly 
after being passed by the Lower House on 5 May 2016). The Code has been enacted at a very critical time for 
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the Indian economy when the domestic banking industry is struggling to cope with a welter of bad loans and 
eagerly looking for a legal framework to manage stress situations in a time bound and efficacious manner. The 
Code is aimed at addressing the concerns of both domestic and foreign creditors by creating a level playing 
field, and ensuring greater certainty around the bankruptcy process. This is expected to encourage cross 
border financing and unsecured lending to local borrowers, thereby reducing the pressure on credit 
institutions in India. 

Once the Code receives the assent of the President of India and is notified, the country will have a new legal 
regime that primarily enables time-bound restructuring and bankruptcy of debtors. As such, the Code is a 
landmark piece of legislation establishing a robust legal framework which brings about a much overdue reform 
that is aimed at creating necessary procedures for swift resolution of insolvency and bankruptcy in India. It 
attempts at bringing the Indian statutory regime at par with some of the most legally advanced jurisdictions 
of the world. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

Some of the primary objectives with which the Code has been conceptualized are: 

 to consolidate the laws relating to insolvency, reorganization and liquidation/ bankruptcy of all persons, 
including companies, individuals, partnership firms and Limited Liability Partnerships (LLPs) under one 
statutory umbrella and amending relevant laws; 

 time bound resolution of defaults and seamless implementation of liquidation/ bankruptcy and 
maximizing asset value; 

 to encourage resolution as means of first resort for recovery; 

 creating infrastructure which can eradicate inefficiencies involved in bankruptcy process by introducing 
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), Insolvency Resolution Professional Agencies (IPAs), Insolvency 
Professionals (IPs) and Information Utilities (IUs). 

SALIENT FEATURES 

1. Unified Legislation 

The Code is a comprehensive piece of legislation addressing insolvency/ bankruptcy issues pertaining not just 
to companies, LLPs (and other limited liability entities); but also to individuals and partnerships. The Code also 
attempts to streamline the multifarious legislations which are currently in operation in India in this area and 
bring all relevant provisions under one common umbrella. In order to cover bankruptcy of individuals, the 
Code will repeal the Presidency Towns Insolvency Act, 1909 and Provincial Insolvency Act, 1920. Additionally, 
the Code will amend 11 statutes including, inter alia, the Companies Act, 2013 (Companies Act) Sick Industrial 
Companies (Special Provisions) Repeal Act, 2003 (SICA), Limited Liability Partnership Act, 2008 (LLP Act), 
Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 
(SARFAESI) and Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act, 1993 (RDDBFI). 
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2. Code Mandated Infrastructure 

 Insolvency Regulator  

The Code seeks to establish an Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (Board) which will function as 
the regulator for all matters pertaining to insolvency and bankruptcy. The Board will exercise a range of 
legislative, administrative and quasi-judicial functions. Some of the primary functions of the Board will 
include regulating entry, registration and exit of IPAs, IPs and IUs in the field of insolvency resolution, 
setting out eligibility requirements for such entities, making model bye laws for IPAs, setting out 
regulatory standards for IPs, specifying the manner in which IUs can collect and store data, and generally 
acting as the regulator overseeing the resolution process in the manner specified under the Code. 

 Insolvency Adjudicating Authority 

The Code specifies 2 different adjudicating authorities (the Adjudicating Authority) which will exercise 
judicial control over the insolvency process as well as the liquidation process. 
In case of companies, LLPs and other limited liability entities (which may be specified by the Central 
Government from time to time), the NCLT shall be acting as the Adjudicating Authority. All appeals from 
NCLT shall lie with the appellate authority, i.e. the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT). 
In case of individuals and partnerships, the Adjudicating Authority would be the Debt Recovery Tribunal 
(DRT) with the Debt Recovery Appellate Tribunal (DRAT) continuing to be the appellate tribunal even for 
insolvency/ bankruptcy matters. The Supreme Court of India shall have appellate jurisdiction over NCLAT 
and DRAT. 

 Insolvency Professionals 

Under the Code, IPs will be the licensed quasi-administrators who will carry out on ground supervision of 
resolution process, manage affairs and assets of the debtor during the process, receive and finalise 
resolution plans with the committee of creditors (COCs) and carry out the liquidation/bankruptcy of the 
debtor if the trigger for liquidation/bankruptcy (as set out below) gets activated. 

 Insolvency Professional Agencies 

The IPAs will admit IPs, prepare model of code of conduct, establish performance standards for IPs, 
redress customer grievances against the IPs and act as a disciplinary body for all IPs registered with them. 

 Information Utilities 

One of the dilatory factors plaguing the existing winding up proceedings has been the time taken by the 
courts in deciding whether a debt exists or not. In order to address this issue in an objective way, the 
Code seeks to put in place a robust infrastructure of IUs with an aim to have such information readily 
available for an Adjudicating Authority to rely upon. IUs are expected to collect, classify, store and 
distribute all possible relevant data pertaining to the debtors to/from companies and financial and 
operational creditors of a debtor, including but not limited to the data on financial defaults. However, 
the specific nature of data required to be managed by IUs will be clarified only when the rules under the 
Code will be notified. 

IMPLEMENTATION CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS:- 

 Operational Issues 

1. Infrastructure Requirements: The Code proposes the establishment of the Board and NCLT, which if 
the government is able to set up even within a year will be laudable, considering the manpower/ 
facilities these institutions will require to perform their respective functions and the expertise and 
training they will need to do justice to the aims of the Code. 

2. Quality Professionals: Successful implementation of the Code will require a huge force of trained 
and skilled insolvency professionals. A strong focus and a well-defined plan will be needed to 
develop a large pool of insolvency professionals and an institutional structure which will produce, 
certify and regulate them. Such insolvency professionals will not only need to understand the 
nuances of restructuring/ liquidation but must also be capable of carrying out the affairs of the 
company during the process. This process will definitely take a substantial amount of time, resources 
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and expertise. Moreover, effort will be needed to ensure that such professionals are available across 
the entire country and not just for high profile cases in financial hubs. 

3. Information Systems: The underlying assumption for the success of the Code is to have access to 
quality information. For this to materialize, robust utilities with state of the art technologies will 
swiftly need to be put in operation. 

4. Adjudication Infrastructure: By December 2015, almost 59,000 cases were pending before DRTs, 
which currently deal with recovery cases of only banks and certain financial institutions. This is 
despite a strict statutory prescription of 180 days for resolution of disputes in relation to recovery 
of debt. The major reason for clogging of pending cases is the multiplicity of proceedings and misuse 
of the remedy of appeal to DRAT and other forums. The Code does not take away this option and 
the order of the DRT and NCLT may be further challenged with DRAT and NCLAT, respectively. The 
appellate order may also be further challenged at the Supreme Court. Therefore, while the intent 
objective behind the Code is laudable, the sheer enormity of disputes/appeals in the country and 
the lack of infrastructure to support this legislative intent, will be a key challenge which will need to 
be overcome in order to achieve the intended speed. In addition, the already over-burdened DRTs 
are now being assigned with the additional responsibility of adjudicating insolvency/ bankruptcy 
cases of individuals (which can be initiated by all creditors or the individuals themselves). A major 
overhaul of DRT infrastructure both in terms of physical facilities and manpower will be needed to 
achieve what the Code seeks. 

5. Role of the Board: Instead of making the IPs and/or IPAs self-regulated, the Board has been assigned 
with the responsibility of regulating their performance and laying down the standards of 
performance. In most insolvency/ liquidation proceedings, government will be an interested party 
for recovery of the unpaid statutory dues of its several departments. This will make the impartial 
operation of insolvency professionals (whose entry and exit in the insolvency profession is regulated 
by the government through the Board) difficult. As such, for achieving the objectives of the Code 
and ensuring good governance of the IPs and/or IPAs, the minimum standards set by the Board 
should be further strengthened in practice with self-regulation. 

 Legal Considerations 

1. Code yet to be effective: The Bill will become a statute upon receiving the Presidential assent. 
However, the Act provides that the provisions of the Act will come into effect on the date appointed 
by Central Government and notified in this behalf. Looking at the infrastructural requirements of 
the Act, it may be even possible that similar to the Companies Act, different provisions of the Bill 
are notified on different dates, as and when the corresponding infrastructure is implemented. In 
other words, before the Code is fully operational, we are likely to see a lot of teething issues which 
will need to be addressed. 

2. Interplay of Existing Laws: As outlined earlier in this note, the Code not only repeals 2 statutes, but 
also amends 11 other statutes such as Companies Act, SICA and SARFAESI for effectuating the 
provisions relating to insolvency and liquidation/ bankruptcy of all legal and natural persons under 
the Act. However, the interplay of provisions of the Code, the amended statutes and several other 
statutes (such as Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881) will be an important factor in determination of 
insolvency proceedings. It is imperative that the provisions of all the key legislations are 
synchronized in order to ensure that there are no discrepancies or overlaps with existing laws. 
Failure to ensure this may lead to more confusion in the short run, as far as applicability of specific 
laws is concerned. 

3. Cross Border Insolvency: Even though the Code suggests 2 mechanisms to deal with the cross border 
element of insolvency/liquidation, a comprehensive framework needs to be imbibed to effectively 
deal with this issue. Various Indian companies have assets and creditors located across different 
parts of the world and various foreign companies have subsidiaries in India. Issues relating to 
Insolvency/liquidation of Indian companies with assets located in several jurisdictions outside India 
and vice-versa cannot be achieved without having a mechanism like adoption of the UNCITRAL 
Model Law on Cross Border Insolvency. In case of bilateral agreements suggested by the Code 
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presently, it will not only be difficult but will also take a very long time to negotiate an agreement 
with each country. In addition, several countries may refuse to divulge any information about the 
assets located in their country upon receipt of a letter envisaged under the Code. As such, while the 
Code recognises cross border issues, it does not specifically deal with them other than providing the 
legal basis for dealing with the issue down the line. 

 Practical Ramifications 

1. Paradigm shift in approach to debt: The Code will fundamentally change the approach to debt in 
India across a cross-section of society, including the approach and psychology of promoters towards 
lenders, the way business is done and for individuals, who will all need to adapt to the new 
framework. 

2. Balancing Interests of Different Creditors: In any restructuring process, different creditors have 
varying interests which often leads to conflicts. Depending upon the nature of their debt 
(operational or financial) or the security of debt (secured or unsecured), each creditor may have a 
different strategy of recovery. Likewise, foreign creditors may have a different approach from 
domestic creditors. The new inter-creditor dynamics introduced by the Code will realign the existing 
practices of various creditor groups. 

3. Delaying Tactics: One of the key objectives of the Code is to have a system which curbs tactics used 
by debtors to delay enforcement/winding up/restructuring by ‘gaming’ the system. This is often 
done by restricting dissemination of correct information to the lenders and filing of frivolous appeals 
against the orders passed in favor of the lenders. While the Code addresses the underlying causes 
for such delaying tactics and seeks to put robust information systems in place, it is yet to be seen if 
this is sufficient in practice to prevent debtors from arm-twisting the lenders who may not see 
sufficient recovery from the liquidation process. 

4. Time bound process and restrained role of the Courts: The Code seeks to implement a time bound 
restructuring of the debtor while encouraging a limited the involvement of Adjudicating Authorities 
and other judicial remedies. No doubt the ability of Adjudicating Authorities and courts to exercise 
this restraint will be tested by corporate debtors. 

5. Third Parties Stepping-in: Based on the processes contemplated by the Code, a concern arises as to 
how well equipped would third party professionals and creditors directing them be, to step into the 
shoes of the promoters and take control of the board, especially at the beginning of the insolvency 
process, and run the underlying business of a defaulting debtor. 

6. Applicability: Unlike bankruptcy laws in the US, the Code does not envisage ‘debtor in possession’ 
(DIP) financing, which would effectively allow the debtor to keep control of the assets during the 
IRP. Rather, it follows a UK style approach where the IP controls the process during the IRP. 
However, in the Indian context, the Code does not allow the IP to sell assets without creditor 
consent, thereby making UK style administration sales or pre-packaged sales (‘pre-packs’) difficult 
to achieve. 

Comment 

The Code is a landmark piece of legislation providing a major facelift to the existing regime relating to 
restructuring and insolvency and bankruptcy in India. It promises to provide the one big missing piece in the 
existing jigsaw of laws in the form of establishing a framework for time–bound resolution for delinquent debts. 
India now has a bankruptcy and insolvency framework which is comparable with international standards and 
while this will go a long way in bringing an element of certainty and predictability to commercial transactions 
in the country and facilitating the ease of doing business, the litmus test for its success will be in how it is 
implemented. In particular, various practical, logistical and legal hurdles will need to be overcome and the 
coming months will be crucial with a lot resting on the nuts and bolts of the rules which are now expected to 
be notified under the Code 
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Extra information:- 

Corporate Insolvency 

 Meaning and Scope  

Part I of the Code deals with corporate insolvency mechanism pertaining to limited liability entities 
including companies, LLPs and other limited liability entities (Corporate Insolvency) as may be notified 
from time to time; but does not include any financial service provider. Corporate Insolvency includes two 
processes within its ambit, (i) Insolvency Resolution and (ii) Liquidation. 

 Strict Timelines 

The Code prescribes a timeline of 180 days for the insolvency resolution process, which begins from the 
date the application is admitted by the NCLT. The period is subject to a single extension of 90 days in the 
event the Adjudicating Authority (being petitioned by a resolution passed by a vote of 75% of the COC) is 
satisfied that the corporate insolvency resolution process cannot be completed within the period of 180 
days. This time period is also applicable to individual insolvency resolution process. During this period, 
the creditors and the debtor will be expected to negotiate and finalise a resolution plan (accepted by 75% 
of the financial creditors) and in the event they fail, the debtor is placed in liquidation and the moratorium 
lifted. 

 Triggers for Insolvency Resolution Process (IRP) 

In order to achieve quick resolution of distress, the Code prescribes certain ‘early detection’ triggers 
which can be activated on first signs of stress. The moment a default occurs, a financial creditor, an 
operational creditor or a corporate applicant may approach the Adjudicating Authority (i.e. NCLT) with 
an application for initiation of IRP. The procedure for these 3 group of applicants under the Code varies 
and are primarily as follows: 

1. Financial Creditors: Financial creditors are those who extend financial debt to a corporate debtor or 
to whom a financial debt is assigned by a financial creditor. In case of a financial creditor, the 
moment a financial default occurs, the financial creditor can make an application to the NCLT for 
initiating IRP. The financial creditor for this purpose has to submit records of default with IU or 
evidence of such default in case the information is not available with IU. 

2. Operational Creditors: These are creditors to whom corporate debtor owes operational debt 
(including claims for goods and services, employment or dues to any government under any law) or 
to whom such debt is assigned by an operational creditor. The operational creditor may upon 
occurrence of a default on operational credit, serve a demand notice or invoice demanding payment 
on the corporate debtor. If the corporate debtor fails to make such payment within 10 (ten) days or 
fails to notify operational creditor of a dispute in relation to the requested payment, the operational 
creditor can make an application to NCLT along with demand notice/invoice and other documents 
as prescribed therein. 

3. Corporate Applicant: A Corporate applicant includes the corporate debtor (whose IRP is proposed 
to be initiated) or its shareholder, management personnel or employees satisfying certain criteria. 
A corporate applicant may file an application for IRP upon occurrence of any default and shall along 
with application submit its books of account and other documents to initiate the IRP. 

 Transfer of Powers and Moratorium 

The Code stipulates a statutory moratorium during the limited IRP period whereby no suits, proceedings, 
recovery or enforcement action may take place against the corporate debtor. However, the IP will be 
appointed as the resolution professional in terms of the procedure outlined in the Code, who will take 
over the management and powers of board of directors of the corporate debtor. All officers and 
managers of the corporate debtor are required to act on instructions of the IP and all accounts of the 
corporate debtor will be managed by it. 

 Committee of Creditors to chart the course during IRP 
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The COC shall only include financial creditors as decision makers (operational creditors with more than 
10% aggregate exposure have mere observer status during the COC meetings) and shall be responsible 
for deciding the important affairs of the company. It shall also be responsible for authorising the IP (acting 
as resolution professional) to take (or not to take) certain actions such as raising interim finance upto the 
limit specified by the committee, creating security on assets of the secured creditor, undertaking related 
party transactions, amending constitutional documents, change of capital structure or management of 
the Borrower etc. More importantly, the COC shall approve the resolution plans received by the IP. All 
decisions of the COC are required to be approved by a majority of 75% of the voting shares/value of the 
financial creditors. 

 Liquidation 

In the event that: 

1. the COC cannot agree on a workable resolution plan within the IRP Period (i.e. 180 days extendable 
once by another 90 days); 

2. the COC decides to liquidate the company; 

3. the NCLT rejects the resolution plan; or 

4. the corporate debtor contravenes provisions of the resolution plan, 

The NCLT shall: 

1. pass an order requiring liquidation of corporate debtor; 

2. make a public announcement of corporate debtor entering liquidation; and 

3. require a liquidation order to be sent to the registering authority of the corporate debtor (for 
example Registrar of Companies in case of companies incorporated under Companies Act). 

The IP acting as the resolution professional shall, upon commencement of liquidation shall be appointed as 
the liquidator for the process, unless replaced by NCLT. 

 Waterfall 
In case of liquidation, the assets of the corporate debtor will be sold and the proceeds will be distributed 
amongst the creditors in the following order of priority: 

1. cost of the insolvency resolution process and liquidation; 

2. secured creditors (who choose to relinquish their security enforcement rights and workmen’s dues 
relating to a period of 24 months preceding the liquidation commencement date); 

3. wages and unpaid dues of employees (other than workmen) for a period of 12 months preceding 
the liquidation commencement date; 

4. financial debts owed to unsecured creditors; 

5. statutory dues to be received on account of Consolidated Fund of India or Consolidated Fund of a 
State (relating to a period of whole or part of 2 years preceding the liquidation commencement 
date) and debts of secured creditors (remaining unpaid after enforcement of security); 

6. remaining debts and dues; 

7. dues of preference shareholders; and 

8. dues of equity shareholders or partners (as may be applicable). 

 Individual Bankruptcy 

Scope and Threshold 

Part III of the Code sets out the legal regime dealing with the insolvency mechanism for individuals and 
partnership firms and includes within its ambit, 3 processes, namely, the ‘fresh start process’, ‘the 
insolvency resolution process’ and ‘bankruptcy’. The threshold for applicability of Part III of the Code to 
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individuals and partnership firms have been set at a minimum of INR 1,000. However, the Central 
Government may by notification increase the threshold to a minimum of INR 1,00,000. 

 Fresh Start Process 

An application for a fresh start process, can be made for any debt (other than secured debt, debt which 
has been incurred 3 months prior to the date of application for fresh start process and any ‘excluded 
debt’). The Code has introduced the concept of ‘excluded debt’ and ‘excluded assets’ for individuals and 
partnership firms under which certain debt and assets of the debtor would be exempted from the 
purview of fresh start process and the insolvency process under the Code. For example, any liability 
imposed by a court/tribunal, any maintenance required to be paid under any law and any student loan 
form a part of ‘excluded debt’. Similarly, any unencumbered tools, books or vehicles of the debtor which 
are required for personal use, employment or vocation, unencumbered life insurance policies, pension 
plans, personal ornaments having religious sentiments and single dwelling unit of the debtor fall within 
the ambit of ‘excluded assets’. 

1. Eligibility criteria 

The Code provides for stringent criteria for any debtor to be eligible to apply for a fresh start process 
under the Code. For example, any person who does not own a dwelling unit and has a gross annual 
income of less than INR 60,000, with assets of a value not exceeding INR 20,000, and the aggregate 
value of the qualifying debt of such individual or partnership firm not exceeding INR 35,000 shall be 
eligible to apply for a fresh start process. In addition, it is imperative that such applicant is not an 
undischarged bankrupt and there are no previous fresh start process or insolvency resolution 
process subsisting against him. 

2. Moratorium  

The Code stipulates an interim-moratorium period which would commence after filing of the 
application for a fresh start process and shall cease to exist after elapse of a period of 180 days from 
the date of application. During such period, all legal proceedings against such debtor should be 
stayed and no fresh suits, proceedings, recovery or enforcement action may be initiated against 
such debtor. However, the Code has also imposed certain restrictions on the debtor during the 
moratorium period such as the debtor shall be not be permitted to act as a director of any company 
(directly/indirectly) or be involved in the promotion or management of a company during the 
moratorium period. Further, he shall not dispose of his assets or travel abroad during this period, 
except with the permission of the Adjudicating Authority. 

 Insolvency Resolution Process  

An application to initiate an IRP under the Code can be either made by the debtor (personally or through 
an insolvency resolution professional) or by a creditor (either personally or jointly with other creditors 
through an insolvency resolution professional). However, a partner of a partnership firm is not eligible to 
apply for an IRP unless a joint application is filed by majority of the partners of the partnership firm. 

1. Repayment Plan 

In the IRP, the creditors and the debtor need to arrive at an agreeable repayment plan for 
restructuring the debts and affairs of the debtor, supervised by an IP. The repayment plan will 
require approval of a three-fourth majority of financial creditors in value. The repayment plan may 
authorize or require the resolution professional to: (a) carry on the debtor’s business or trade on his 
behalf or in his name; or (b) realize the assets of the debtor; or (c) administer or dispose of any funds 
of the debtor. 

2. Moratorium The Code prescribes a timeline of 180 days within which the Adjudicating Authority 
shall pass an order on the repayment plan and beyond such period, if no repayment plan has been 
passed by the Adjudicating Authority, the moratorium in respect of the debts under consideration 
under the IRP shall cease to have an effect. 
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 Bankruptcy 
The bankruptcy of an individual can be initiated by the debtor, the creditors (either jointly or individually) 
or by any partner of a partnership firm (where the debtor is a firm), only after the failure of the IRP or 
non-implementation of repayment plan. The bankruptcy trustee is responsible for administration of the 
estate of the bankrupt and for distribution of the proceeds on the basis of the priority set out in the Code. 

5. Key Changes in the Insolvency/Liquidation Regime 

 Decision Making in the Hands of Creditors Presently, winding up of companies as envisaged in the 
Companies Act vests the decision on whether a company should be wound up or not on the wisdom of 
the High Court/NCLT. On the other hand, under the new regime, if the restructuring fails to be 
implemented as prescribed under the Code it would lead to automatic liquidation of the debtor (except 
in case of individuals). 

 Unsecured Creditors Vote at Par  

Under the Code, each financial creditor of the COC, whether secured or not, gets to vote on the resolution 
plan of the corporate debtor on the basis of its voting share (proportionate to the money advanced by 
the creditor). 

 Government Dues Take Backseat Under the Code, government dues including taxes rank lower than the 
unsecured creditors and wages as against the exiting regime, where after secured creditors and workmen 
dues, government dues including all taxes take preference on liquidation payouts. 

 Individual bankruptcy gets a shot in the arm currently, individual bankruptcy proceedings are 
adjudicated upon by district courts under 2 different statues. The Code proposes to unify the regime 
governing individual bankruptcy and in case where the individual bankruptcy is initiated alongside the 
corporate insolvency, NCLT will have jurisdiction to hear the matter relating to individual bankruptcy 
along with corporate insolvency. This is expected to speed up resolution on such matters. 

 Protection to workers 

The Code protects the workers in case of insolvency, paying their salaries for up to 24 months in priority 
over all other creditors including secured creditors. This is a welcome change as in most cases of 
corporate insolvency, the workers and employees end up bearing the brunt of long drawn 
insolvency/bankruptcy process. 

 Incentive to Insolvency Professionals 

In the distribution of liquidation proceeds, the cost of IP and the IRP has first priority, thereby acting as 
an incentive for them to strive for speedy resolution. This is at par with international practices. 

 Interim Financing  

The Code prescribes that any interim financing and the cost of raising such financing will be included as 
part of the IRP cost, thereby giving it first priority in the waterfall and also in any creditor driven plan. 
Security can be created over the assets of the company to secure such financing by the interim resolution 
professional without the consent of existing creditor(s) if the value of the property secured in favour of 
existing secured creditors is at least twice the outstanding debt. However, any financing after the 
appointment of the resolution professional and constitution of the COC must be approved by 75% of the 
financial creditors by value. 

 Cross Border Insolvency: The Code for the first time attempts to addresses the issue of cross border 
insolvency given the multi-jurisdictional spread of assets of large corporates. In order to deal with this 
aspect, the Code stipulates a two pronged solution, one being the Central Government entering into 
agreements with other countries for enforcing the provisions of the Code and the other giving the 
Adjudicating Authority the authority to write a letter to the courts and/or authorities of other countries 
(as may be relevant) for seeking information or requesting action in relation to the assets of the debtor 
situated outside India. 
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Topic:  e-governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential;  

Q) According to surveys by the World Bank and the department of industrial policy and promotion, 

Andhra Pradesh has emerged as one of the easiest places to do business in India. In this regard, 

discuss the e-governance initiatives taken by Andhra government which have helped it .(200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

The newly bifurcated Andhra Pradesh has emerged from a state having a huge revenue deficit to a state 
ranking highest in terms of ease of doing business in India. 

The feat has been possible by the use of key performance indicator (KIP) methods for collecting reliable data – 
a state govt. initiative with Economic Development Board (EDB) and Malaysian’s ‘Pemandu’. This is 
supplemented with a core dashboard – a one stop portal for real time tracking of almost everything that the 
govt. does. 

Some of the e-governance projects of Andhra Pradesh that helped in achieving this are: 

 Complaint Redressal System: To register complaint through internet, e-mail, telephone etc. and check 
status of complaint 

 Prajavani : An e-governance initiative that provides practical shape to the RTI Act 

 CARD: Computer Aided Administration of Registration Department to eliminate maladies of online 
registration 

 VOICE: Vijaywada Online Information Centre to deliver municipal services such as building approvals, 
issuing birth and death certificates and so on 

 FiberNet: To provide low cost broadband internet to households and workplaces. 

 Other central Govt. schemes like Digital India, MGNREGA, ‘Ujwala’ LED scheme, AMRUT has been 
implemented in letter and spirit in the state. 

 APSWAN: Andhra Pradesh State Wide Area network was another project whose aim was providing 
connectivity for data, voice and video thereby enabling video conference between Chief Minister and 
other officials . 

 TRANSPORT: For transport Government started fully automated system for transport (FAST) ,which is 
road transport Authority service through IT . 

 AGRICULTURE: There are many recent initiative by government , an IT project covering the entire 
agricultural operations from supply of inputs to credit flow and marketing by CoOptions Technology . 

 OFC: Fiber optic cables are backbone for any IT and therefore 22,000 km of optic cable is laid. 

 APDMS: Andhra Pradesh Development Management system which is geographical information system 
for development planning is rolled for effective planning. 

Conclusion:– 

Most importantly, the thing which has made the state unique is its Data-driven approach to deploy the 
schemes in a targeted manner. A comprehensive, transparent governance and using technology to deliver 
services has made Andhra Pradesh a leader. Further, it aims to be best state in terms of inclusive development 
by 2029. 
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Q) Will Aadhaar help the poor become cashless? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Aadhaar program was launched in 2009 with a main objective to give universal identity to every resident 
Indian. However in recent years government is trying to make Aadhar as digital platform to move towards 
digital economy. 

The Aadhaar system, centred on biometric data captured to improve access to social services can help the 
poor to become cashless- 

 Person can open a bank account with the help of Aadhar card under the Jan Dhan Yojana, allowing 
him/her to enter into world of digital transactions. 

 Aadhaar offers a digitally verifiable identity, which made it possible for those enrolled to change cash at 
an enabled banking facility. 

 Subsidies like LPG are directly added to beneficiary’s bank account. Further Aadhar will be linked to every 
scheme in future so beneficiaries once under it will move towards cashless transaction since directly they 
will be paid with transparency and no leakages. 

 Since a new ordinance directs to send employee salary directly into their account in informal sector 
Aadhar card e-KYC and band accounts when linked with it will help for financial inclusion. 

 Person can also open a digital locker with the help of Aadhar number which would allow person to store 
all personal documents on government’s server. 

However there are some limitations which may restrict the digital path of poor people even when having 
Aadhar card. The reasons are- 

 Lack of technological means- cashless economy involves exchanges of digital money. This is not only 
transacted through bank cards, but also and increasingly through so-called digital wallets, which require 
a smartphone device to work. Smartphones, however, are owned by only 17% of the Indian population. 

 Lack of internet facilities- Access to the digital space is another requirement to enter the new system. 
However, this is dependent on access to the Internet, which in India is geographically limited. The 
International Telecommunications Unit (ITU) calculates an ICT (information and communications 
technology) Development Index (IDI) for 175 countries. Based on India’s IDI data, it is ranked 138 
worldwide, behind nations such as Gabon, Nigeria and Zimbabwe, which rank significantly lower on 
economic and human development. 

The problem lies in high inequality between computerised megacities and large unconnected peripheries: This 
relegates many rural and tribal communities to isolation, making it hard to enter the digital space. 

 Infrastructural un-readiness- technology-enabling digital transactions should be in place nationally. But 
24% of the Indian population lives without electricity (compared, for example, to 0.2% in China), and gaps 
in electrical and mobile coverage are concentrated in rural and tribal areas. 

Once established, digital infrastructure needs to be reliable. But recent precedents, particularly the use of 
Aadhaar for the identification of social scheme beneficiaries, cast doubt on this. Recent studies show 
beneficiaries being turned down due to technology failure, and hence being denied the food rations they are 
entitled to. 

 Digital illiteracy- even when person has bank account and smart phone, many people don’t know how to 
carry out digital transactions. There is general skepticism to use mobiles or computes for the transactions. 

 Large number of people’s Aadhar card is yet to link with their bank account. 

Conclusion- 

Poor and people working in unorganized sectors are the ones who need to be integrated in to formal digital 
economy. In this regard, Aadhar can indeed prove a game changer if its limitations are overcame. 
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Q) Can social media ensure efficient governance, especially in India where government is often 

slow to respond to citizen’s grievances?  Discuss critically. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Social media is often seen as a disruptive tool which has the potential of changing political, economic and 
social milieu of nation. Incidents like Arab spring, occupy wall street, plight of war refugee and earth quake 
survivor has changed the world discourse. 

In India with increasing digital penetration social media is empowering civil society to act as third pillar in 
governance along with traditional government and market. Several cases can enumerate this. Waste disposal 
system in Surat, garbage collection in Pune, traffic management in Bangalore, Delhi police initiative with 
resident welfare association. Wider net can be seen in case of Kerala which offer wide range of service from 
women, old, farmer and fisherman. 

Social media has the capability of changing governance model because  

1. Brings  people closer to administration.  

2. Reduce intermediaries and human contact. 

3. Can mobilize popular support eg pollution in Kodaikanal, Nirbhaya rape 

4. Provide another forum for debate: not easy to gag it. 

5. Creates vibrant civil society: people with similar attitude can meet 

6. State can use social media to create a veil of efficient governance where the ground reality is not reflected 
at all 

7. Social media can subvert institutional machinery. 

8. Social media is responsive as the organizations need to maintain a positive PR before the situation gets 
quickly out of hands. 

9. Opens up access to government and government officials: District Collector of Madurai, Anshul Mishra, 
inaugurated a Facebook page for the district administration. According to official estimates, about 30 to 35 
complaints and grievances are sent to the Collector through the Facebook page on daily basis. 

10. Saves time and money: Recent case of BSF Javan Tej bahudur Yadav got access to home minster’s reply on 
social media. 

11. Creates new ways of working: India’s External affairs ministry is using Twitter diplomacy tool for solving 
grievances of Indian diaspora. 

12. It brings the burning issue into public debate e.g. during Anna Hazare’s movement, Nirbhaya case etc 

However social media throw new challenge for governance: 

1. Politically engineered communal violence: Muzzafarnagar, Sharanpur 

2. Rise of radical elements: social media provide fertile ground for recruitment 

3. High jacked by middle class: keeps out people who most need government service: poor destitute 

4. Social media cannot replace the state’s responsibility to not have a responsive redressal mechanism 

5. Issues related to national security can’t be shared on social media as they can prove to be 
counterproductive. 

Social media must be seen as a mean and not an end in itself. It should act as tool to enhance transparency, 
make government functionaries accountable, highlight wrongdoing, give more teeth to media and ordinary 
aam aadmi, bring in fold voice of voiceless to change the paradigm of governance in India. 
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Topic:  India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Q) Critically examine India’s Tibet policy. In the light of Chinese assertion in the region, do you think 

India should be more aggressive and try to leverage its position in Tibet by being more assertive? 

Comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Tibet presents a most contentious foreign policy challenge to the Indian postcolonial state. Over and above 
the dilemma between standing for self-determination and upholding the norm of non-interference, Tibet 
additionally complicates India’s challenges by being locked into India’s own territorial dispute with China. The 
involvement of Tibet in India’s border dispute with China and its implications for India’s territorial sovereignty, 
military and ecological security and nuclear preparedness cannot be overlooked in any assessment of India-
Tibet relations 

India’s Tibet policy- 

India respected the authority of China on Tibet when Tibet was captured by China without taking India into 
confidence. Rather it recognized Tibet as a part of China with an aim to establish strong relationship with 
China. This could not materialize as China was angered by India’s move to give refuge to Dalai Lama and his 
followers. India went on to form the policy of “Pancha Sheel-which was to serve as bedrock of India and China 
relationship. India maintained its stance over Tibet issue thereafter. 

However some of the recent actions of India such as permitting Tibetan exiles to stage protests during Chinese 
President Xi’s visit to India, permitting the Dalai Lama to participate in “spiritual” activities and 
movements within India have been strongly opposed by china since it views as interference in its “Core 
interests. 

Should India be more assertive in Tibetian Issue? 

Notwithstanding the divided opinion, there is overwhelming counsel from the strategic community in India to 
make Tibet a central plank of the Sino-Indian border negotiations, as well as of the overall relationship. While 
such counsel merits attention in itself, it fails to take into account the ways in which and the extent to which 
Tibet remains implicated in India’s own foreign policy image and practice. 

While India has been honest to its commitment for respecting China’s sovereignty and to the principle of non-
interference, China seems to have deviated from its promise. China is going ahead with its projected China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor, despite India’s strong protest that CPEC violates its territorial integrity. Also China 
has been instrumental in empowering Pakistan militarily and economically as a counter-balance to India. China 
has been vocal in protesting any activity of Tibetian spiritual leader Dalai Lama despite the India’s assurance 
that it would not allow Dalai Lama to undertake political activities. Thus Indian government is looming its 
chances whether to make Tibet as a central plank to deal with Chinese aggression. 

This was evident when present Indian government paid no heeds to the protest lodged by China on Dalai 
Lama’s visit in Rashtrapati Bhavan. Similarly Indian government is allowing Dalai Lama’s visit to Tawang region 
in April. India will have to use Tibetian plank if China does not respects Indian territorial sovereignty and 
continues to interfere in its internal affairs. Future moves of the Indian government would clarify if India is 
open to leverage the Tibetian issue against increasing Chinese proximity with Pakistan. 
 

Q) Critically comment on China’s decision to veto India’s proposal to ban Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) 

chief Masood Azhar at the UN. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Recently China vetoed down the proposal to declare Masood Azhar as international terrorist. JeM chief 
Maulana Masood Azhar has been instrumental in organizing multiple terror attacks in the country – Parliament 
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attack, Pathankot, Uri etc. India has been striving to bring him under UN-designated terrorist list (JeM is under 
UNSC 1267 Sanction list) and freeze his assets and impose travel ban. 

Reasons for China’s decision- 

 China-Pakistan friendship-China considers Pakistan as all-weather friend in the region as China’s success 
of OBOR is largely dependent on the support of Pakistan. Hence it does not want to upset the relationship 
with Pakistan by allowing India’s proposal to succeed at UN. 

 Retaliation to India’s actions- China is angry with India allowing Dalai Lama to take part into different 
cultural activities. Also India’s invitations to Uighur, Falun Gong and Tibetan activists, the expulsion of 
Chinese journalists from Mumbai have led China to retaliate swiftly through such step. 

 As India clout is increasing the world-wide partly due to proximity with the USA, China is determined to 
obstruct India’s path. 

 Reorientation in view of UNSC –Current changes in 1267 Sanction List, has been given as reason to block 
India’s hurried bid, by stating that more time is required to have further consultations among members 
regarding criteria for inclusion of terrorists. 

Implications of such decision- 

 The relations between India and China have reached to new ebb and India has criticized China for its 
double standards on terrorism. 

 This has reinforced the friendship between China and Pakistan. India is finding itself on the slippery 
ground as Pakistan is well shielded by China. 

 The recent geo-political changes are bringing Russia, China and Pakistan closer which was seen in last 
BRICS meet and in China’s move of blocking resolution of Masood Azhar as Russia did neither lodge the 
protest nor criticized China’s move. 

 The global consensus on terrorism is witnessing further fragmentation and could cause the tension 
between different countries. 

 The long lasting impact of this decision would be that India will have to strive hard to punish terrorists 
like Masood Azhar while resisting China’s domination at the international level. 

Conclusion- 

China is guilty of showing double standards towards its dealing with terrorism. Distinction between good 
terrorists and bad terrorists is misguided and counterproductive. India has rightly been condemning all forms 
of terrorism in letter and spirit. Nevertheless, India should continue maintaining its stern opposition to terror 
activities as terrorism in any form only leads to destruction. 
 

Q) It is said that the nature of Sino–Indian interactions across certain issue areas highlights that 

Delhi and Beijing have more overlapping interests than is generally recognised. Which are these 

issue areas? Analyse how these issue areas could improve bilateral relationship between India and 

China. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction:- 

Delhi and Beijing the two traditional rivals have more issues overlapping than their antagonistic approaches 
which can be the ground for improving the bilateral relations between the two countries:- 

 Regional Growth:- India and China Have been both exploited by the West for their vested interests. Today 
these nations have the ability to boost up regional growth on grounds of their strong economic growth 
where rest of the world is struggling with negative growth rates to develop the region. 

 Mutual learning:- China has lot to learn from India’s political experiments and commitment to its citizens 
right and civil society and India can learn from China’s economic and manufacturing success. 
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 Asian Century Dream – China and India are two big giant of ASIA who can make the history repeat by 
restoring its lost shine. They should work in tandem rather than pulling each other’s leg to make up for 
better quality of living of the people along with growth in economic numbers. 

 Environment:- Climate deal-both have a common interest in disallowing western pressure on Paris deal 
and issue of green finance. 

 Terror:-though Chinese shield of Pakistan based terror group, both are facing the brunt of Islamist 
terrorism as evident from Xinziang in China. 

 Afghanistan stabilization-both can gain from a peaceful neighborhood and stable region without the 
terrorism. 

 Reforms in global bodies like Bretton wood reforms, WTO talks and BRICS platform to end western hold 
on international finance. 

 Disaster response:- As the region faces multiple types of disasters and the region being poor, developing 
joint coordinated action by India and China can be change maker in region like the response in Nepal 
earthquake. 

 Trade opportunities:- As both being the prosperous economies the mutual cooperation in trade can be 
in interest of both the countries. 

Conclusion:- 

The two giant powers of Asia must work together irrespective of the hostility in order to realize full potential 
of their bilateral relationship which will not only be useful for the two but for regional and global developments 
in long run.  
 

Q) Critically examine how has India’s demonetization affected its neighbouring countries. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

When a strong regional currency takes the demonetisation route, people in the entire region will face 
problems. The banning of 500 and 1,000 currency notes by India has been a hotly debated topic in Nepal, 
Bhutan, Bangladesh and even in Myanmar, especially the areas bordering India. 

Demonetisation effect on neighboring economies- 

Nepal – Most affected 

 Transacts daily with India in INR for its necessary supplies, and shortage of new currency has 
caused shortage of essential commodities and affected Indo-Nepal trade  

 Also needs INR for international exchange to other currencies, but have banned all financial transactions 
in Indian rupees and termed new notes as “unauthorised and illegal” 

 Lack of reliable information -> Nepal Govt. is not sure of the amount of INR currency its citizens hold (esp. 
in informal networks) and to exchange them would be an ardent task in short term (As per Nepali Rashtra 
Bank ~ INR 35 mn in 500 and 1000 rupee notes are present within its formal financial network) 

 Security concerns -> RBI reluctant to freely provide currency due to possibility of their unscrupulous 
usage (terrorism – used by ISI, black money generation) 

Bhutan – Not much affected 

 Bhutanese currency is pegged with Indian currency at 1:1, and Indian currency is legally tradable in 
Bhutan, and Bhutanese Central Bank offers currency at least hassle without much hoarding (also better 
synergy with RBI, Govt.), still short term shortage would occur 
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 Decrease in number of religious travelers to India to visit Bodh Gaya and monasteries, also also loss of 
revenue from tourism to Bhutan Govt. due to less inflow of Indian travelers 

Trouble for Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Myanmar 

 Allows use of rupee as a parallel currency because of their trust in India’s financial robustness and policy 
stability, but this move has rattled them 

 Would affect small and marginal traders (border haats) along the borders the most who generally deals 
in INR Cash. 

 Bangladeshis, SL visiting India for medical purposes are facing major problems to arrange INR funds, and 
are stuck with high denomination older notes. 

 But, would hit the extremists badly esp. in Myanmar as the currency they have hoarded has become just 
a piece of paper 

Pakistan – Blow to its vested interests- 

 Reduced smuggling of goods/weapons and terrorist activity in Kashmir region owing to non-availability 
of new currency to fund their heinous motives and also made the fake-note printing press maintained by 
ISI worthless 

 A marginal currency appreciation owing to weeding out of black money, fake money out of formal system 
to some extent would further increase the cost of imported goods from India. Also it would lead a push 
towards gold in these economies (safe-haven) 

 In short term, demonetization would definitely affect the broader economy of neighborhood nations to 
some extent, and the move is also seen as against the principles of ‘Neighborhood First’ policy. Also, Govt. 
in these nations would now would be cautious regarding freely trading in INR, and instead may push for 
use of their own currencies. 

 

Q) Write a critical note on the Rohingya crisis in Myanmar and Bangladesh. Critically examine why 

Aung San Suu Kyi and India, both champions of democracy, have not been able to resolve this issue 

within their capabilities. Also suggest how can India address Rohingya issue. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- The Rohingyas are a people struck by tragedy: persecuted at home in Myanmar, rejected or 
barely tolerated abroad, and sacrificed at the altar of strategic calculations by powerful neighbours. To add to 
it, the refugee crisis in Europe has overshadowed their plight. Both institutionally discriminated and denied 
basic human rights in a legally-sanctioned manner as well as removed from the mainstream, over a million 
Rohingyas have no land they can call home. It is as though they have been expelled from humanity itself. 

ROHINGYAS:- 

Rohingyas are the ethnic minority in Rakhine state of Myanmar. These people follow Islam religion. Rohingya 
are termed as one of the most persecuted minority in the world by UN (United Nation). Their numbers is 
around 800,000 in Myanmar. Around 1 Lakh of these are living in refugee camps for internally displaced 
people, forbidden by authorities from leaving. Linguistically they are related to Indo- Aryans of India and 
Bangladesh, as opposed to the mainly Sino-Tibetan languages of Myanmar. Rakhine state, which is a coastal 
state, is shown below in the map. 

The mains points regarding this issue are mentioned below: 

 Their origin is disputed with some saying they are indigenous people of Rakhine state, while others call 
them Muslim migrants from present day Bangladesh. Myanmar was ruled by military for more than 50 
years and during its rule it heavily discriminated against minorities like the Rohingyas, Chinese people 
like Kotang people, Panthay (Chinese Muslim). Successive Myanmar governments have been accused of 
provoking riots against the minorities. Between World War II and 1962 military coup in Myanmar, 
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Rohingyas demanded a separate nation for them. Later when military came to power there were 
crackdowns upon Rohingyas. 

 Burmese Citizenship Law of 1982 was an important landmark in the history of Rohingya, when these 
people were officially excluded from the citizenship rights of Myanmar. This law sought to deny 
citizenship to people of Indian and Chinese descent and also targeted the Rohingyas. Myanmar 
government calls them as ”stateless Bengalis” and does not give them citizenship rights. 

 2012 riots in Rakhine state: Violence erupted between ethnic Rakhine Buddhists and Rohingya Muslims 
in the state of Rakhine which led large scale displacement (around 140,000) and killings of Rohingyas in 
hundreds. Emergency was imposed in the Rakhine state which allowed military and police to directly 
control administration, which have been accused of targeting Rohingyas with arbitrary arrest and 
violence. With this event Rohingyas got international attention. 

 Recent census (1st since 1983) backed by UNFPA (United nation population fund): Myanmar government 
has asked Rohingyas to register themselves as ”Bengalis” and not as Rohingyas in the census. It is said 
that terming them Bengalis would help in targeting and denying them citizenship rights as these would 
be called as Bengali migrants. But recently various nations, UN (United Nations) have urged Myanmar to 
give citizenship rights to Rohingyas. 

 Rohingyas in India: Rohingyas influx into Bangladesh from nearby Rakhine state of Myanmar is further 
continuing into India via Bangladesh. It is estimated that there are thousands of Rohingyas in India. Since 
2013 Bangladesh has closed its door for Rohingyas, now they are entering India via North East; causing 
internal security concerns. The refugees detained under Foreigners Act, 1946 are now supposed to be 
sent to Tihar jail in Delhi as the UNHCR (United Nation High Commission for refugee) has only jurisdiction 
in Tihar. And once these are recognised as refugee they will be sent to only refugee camp in India in 
Jammu. Rohingyas are entering into other neighboring nations of Myanmar including Thailand, 
Bangladesh etc. 

MS.SUU KYI’S POLITICAL POSITION AND INABILITY TO DEAL 
WITH ISSUE:- 

 Suu Kyi’s precarious political position makes it hard for her 
to respond to the crisis as effectively as she could have. 
Despite the return of democracy in 2015, the military 
continues to have a strong hold over the civilian 
government in Myanmar, especially on key issues such as 
defence, border affairs and home affairs. 

 The country’s constitution also reserves one-fourth of the 
seats in Parliament for the military. And though Ms. Suu 
Kyi’s party is in power, she herself is barred from becoming 
the country’s president (she holds the post of State 
Counsellor) since her children are British citizens. 

 Under such circumstances, her ability to take on the 
powerful military establishment remains limited. 

 Ms Suu Kyi formed anadvisory committee under Kofi Annan, but it has been largely ineffective to 
investigate the violence against Rohingya  

INDIA’S INCOMPETENCE TO DEAL WITH SITUATION 

 Being a protector of democracy and humanity India does not have refugee law not even signatory of UN 
refugee convention’51 and its ’62 protocol, and under indigenous Foreign Law, they are considered as 
illegal migrants and thus ended up their lives in jails. 

 Also Citizen Amendment bill’16, only considered other minority from neighbor countries, leaving 
“MUSLIMS”, thus if become act, Rohingya’s Muslims will remain in contention. 
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 Also, can’t take up the matter into the “international forums”, as this will pressurize India to bring own 
“disturbed areas” into the open. 

 Chinese factor – India raising voice against Myanmar’s military can push Myanmar closer to China, against 
India’s geopolitical interests. 

 Insurgency in North-east: India needs the support of Myanmar to tackle insurgency in North-east and 
cannot afford to antagonize its military. India is in the process of improving its traditionally weak 
relationship with military Myanmar and a move against current democratic government might be a step 
backward. 

WHAT INDIA CAN DO:- 

 Although New Delhi’s reluctance to speak out publicly about the violations against the Rohingyas is 
understandable, it can ill afford to ignore the crisis in Myanmar. Even if human rights considerations are 
the least of New Delhi’s worries, it is clearly in its interest to ensure that stability and peace return to the 
Rakhine state. 

 As and when peace returns to Myanmar, India can ask the latter to rehabilitate the Rohingyas (like it 
did vis-à-vis East Pakistan refugees after the 1971 war). 

 A stable and democratic Myanmar will naturally gravitate towards New Delhi. 

 The Rohingya crisis, if it remains unsettled, can become a path toward radicalisation and pose a greater 
security threat for India. There are reports of increasing radicalisation among sections of the Rohingya 
community. A December 2016 report by the International Crisis Group spoke precisely about this 
challenge and highlighted how rights violations can lead to radicalisation. 

 Citizen amendment bill can considered “rohingya muslims”, but first infrastructure needs to be erect first 

 Engaging withASEAN to mandate refugee guidelines and exert pressure on Myanmar to stop 
discrimination. 

Conclusion:- 

New Delhi should use creative diplomacy to persuade Myanmar to resolve the Rohingya crisis. It should 
perhaps consider appointing a special envoy for this purpose who should hold discreet negotiations with 
Myanmar’s military, Ms. Suu Kyi, Dhaka and Beijing in order to bring an end to the crisis. 
 

Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian diaspora. 

Q) Discuss various socio-economic and political challenges faced by Indian diaspora living in West 

Asia, the US, Canada and the UK.   (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

 The Indian Diaspora is a generic term to describe the people who migrated from territories that are currently 
within the borders of the Republic of India. It also refers to their descendants. The Diaspora is currently 
estimated to number over twenty million composed of “NRIs” (Indian citizens not residing in India) and “PIOs” 
(Persons of Indian Origin who have acquired the citizenship of some other country). The Diaspora covers 
practically every part of the world. 

The diaspora is relatively dense in regions like West Asia, North America and Western Europe. However recent 
developments have created certain issues for Indian Diaspora in these regions. 

Socio-Economic and Political Challenges faced by Indian Diaspora in West Asia- 

West Asian countries are facing two new challenges. One, the shale oil revolution in the United States 
combined with slower global growth and environmental concerns may have already pushed the world into a 
post-OPEC phase and perennial low oil prices. Two, the entire region to the west of India up to the 
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Mediterranean is now swept by Shia-Sunni contestation and the challenge posed by radical Islam. Thus 
instability may persist for decades. 

 Due to low oil prices persisting for more than 4-5 years have led to economic slowdown in West Asian 
nations. Thus Indians working there are facing difficulties in finding employment and are facing tough 
living conditions. 

 West Asian nations have started preferring local over South Asians, kwon as Arabisation. Thus there are 
increasing chances for Indians of losing jobs to locals. 

 Further Indian workers, particularly the vast majority from Kerala, are facing tremendous competition 
from more skilled workers from countries such as the Philippines or cheaper labor from Nepal, etc. In 
India, the Union and State governments have failed to upgrade skills of Indian workers going to West 
Asia.  

 Also West Asian region is engulfed into terrorism and Shia-Sunni conflict which makes Indians vulnerable 
to violence. 

 For decades India has let its citizens be subjected to local labor rules that are medieval and regressive, 
such as employer seizing the travel documents of the worker on arrival. The conditions have not 
improved yet and Indian workers are still undergoing treatment of secondary citizens. 

Socio-Economic and Political Challenges faced by Indian Diaspora in North America and UK- 

 Indians facing in these countries are facing racist and discriminatory treatment. There is spurt in the racist 
incidences against the Indians. 

 With the election of Donald Trump as American President, employment opportunities may shrink for 
Indians as he is determined to make MNCs to hire local talent. 

 Economies in these countries are yet to recover from slowdown. Employment opportunities are still 
worry for Indians moving in these nations. 

 Indian Muslims and Sikhs are facing discriminatory treatment due to their appearances after the 9/11 
attack on USA. 

 Recent rising tide of Hindutva in Indians living in these nations is making them vulnerable to the backlash 
from the majority community. 

Conclusion- 

Indian diaspora’s remittances in the past have been of vital assistance to Indian foreign exchange reserves. 
But the challenge now is to go to the next stage — of harnessing not just their financial but also their 
intellectual capital. The present Indian government needs to market a new way of dealing with each of the 
three groups — wisely, pro-actively, and in a secular non-jingoistic tone. 
 

Q) Analyse today’s key global trends and their impact on the world and India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Context- 

Recently two significant reports were released on global trends and risks and how to address them. The first 
is the Geneva-based World Economic Forum’s annual The Global Risks Report 2017, released on the eve of the 
Davos jamboree, which identified five key global risks. The second is Global Trends: Paradox Of Progress, a 
quadrennial effort of the US National Intelligence Council, which looks at the implications of several existing 
trends until 2035. Both reports identify a number of common trends and factors.  

Among the key trends are: rising income and wealth disparity; the challenges of climate change; the increasing 
polarization of societies; the growing cyber dependency, without the attendant secure infrastructure; ageing 
population, especially in richer countries, but a growing working population in poorer countries; the role of 
rapidly growing technology, such as artificial intelligence and automation in both providing new opportunities 
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but also causing disruptions in traditional economic models; and the changing nature of conflict, which can 
now be sustained at a distance on account of disruptive technologies. 

Impact on the world- 

 Global Risks argues that the crisis with democracy might be on account of the dramatic changes brought 
about by rapid economic growth and technological innovations, which have translated into greater 
income inequality at the domestic level.  For instance, in the US, between 2009 and 2012, the income of 
the top 1% grew by more than 31% while that of the rest grew by less than 0.5%. Other democracies, 
such as India, which benefited from globalization, also have similar income inequality. 

 There have been several efforts to mitigate and prevent further climate changes at the global level. 
Initiatives like Green Climate Fund, UNFCCC, Paris and Kigali agreements etc are being explored to fight 
climate change. However there has been no global consensus on many environmental issues. USA has 
kept itself out of commitments under the international agreements like Kyoto Protocol. 

 Similarly, anti-establishment populism, local ethnic identities and cultural values have paradoxically risen 
on account of an interconnected world. Right wing tendencies in government have been visible in many 
countries including USA, UK etc. This is leading to more protectionist policies around the world. USA 
under new President is determined to reduce the inward migration. Most of the European countries are 
skeptical about giving entry to migrants from West Asia and North Africa. 

 Increasing use of digital framework has increased the cyber-attacks on digital framework. Recently USA 
has accused Russia of interfering in its Presidential elections. Similarly terrorists are increasingly using 
this weapon to dismantle the security structures in other nations. 

 Most of the industrially advanced countries in Europe, North America and Japan are facing challenge of 
increasing proportion of adult population. They are facing the human resource shortages. Such countries 
have adopted new technologies like artificial intelligence and automation to mitigate the shortages of 
human resource. However the majority countries in Africa and Latin America are witnessing population 
bubble and need huge investments in health and education to exploit the demographic dividend. 

 The traditional approach of state-based interaction in multilateral institutions like the UN to establish 
norms to cope with these trends is unlikely to be timely or effective. Instead, the reports make a case for 
multi-stakeholder multilateralism, where traditional instruments of state work along with the private 
sector, civil society and local governments to address challenges. 

Impact on India- 

 Similarly for India policies like Globalization and Liberalization have benefited to the only minuscule 
percentage of population. India’s richest one per cent now holds a huge 58 per cent of the country’s total 
wealth. The continuation of the situation could lead to unrest among the poorer sections which could 
undermine the democratic credentials of the country. 

 India is facing many adverse impacts of climate changes like increasing droughts, uneven rains, floods 
etc. India has committed itself under the INDC to reduce the emissions of green-house gases. Further 
India has taken leadership in forming Global Solar Alliance for increasing the use of solar energy. 

 Though India too has witnessed right wing tendencies in government, it has been more open and liberal 
compared to its counterparts in Europe and North America. India is voluntarily embracing the globalized 
framework for trade and commerce. 

 Having been committed to digital India, India’s digital infra is rapidly increasing. At the same time India’s 
vulnerability to cyber-attacks have increased. Further government is facing challenges to secure its huge 
data-base of Aadhar. 

 Increasing youth population in India has opened the doors of demographic dividend in India provided 
that India is successful in improving its health and educational standards. 
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Conclusion- 

These global trends have redefined the traditional approach of solving global and regional issues. However 
unless and until major countries of the world work on their differences and come together for cooperation, 
these global trends would only aggravate the existing issues. 
 

Q) In the post – Trump era, do you think China will replace USA as world’s economic superpower? 

Where will India fit in? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

With emergence of New World order, owing to change in political dynamics of Western nations, have given 
an opportunity to China to further the grip and establish its dominance in global parlance. 

Dragon to replace Eagle 

1. Increasing Protectionism:-US withdraw from TPP, Brexit, potential Frexit may give headway to China to 
fill the gap through its aggressive FTA. 

2. Russia factor:-Russia has been the most important ally of China post-cold war, and have been integral 
part of multiple forums Eg:-BRICS. SCO, AIIB 

So increased cooperation would help in Chinese exerting more influence in the region. 

3. Geopolitical shift:-Increasing Connectivity through OBOR, Maritime Silk road would help in increasing 
Chinese influence in both Eurasian and African nations and has a chance to improve its image preferably 
in Europe and Latin America. 

4. Non-political agenda:- Unlike the US or USSR, China doesn’t seek to export an ideology or universal 
system like democracy or communism (non-interference in internal matters) Eg- Nepal, Sri Lanka. 

5. Manufacturing and Patent Hub :-China while being a manufacturing hub and demographic potential also 
leads US and is 1 in patent applications (2 in granted), which provides a greater boost to its economy 

Dragon cannot fly as high as Eagle yet 

1. Unsustainable Chinese methods -> Opposition in many countries to Chinese unequitable and non-
inclusive method of investments which has led to exploitation Eg Burma, Sri Lanka, Some African nations. 

2. Russia-US bonhomie:- In case, if friendship between US-Russia increases in future it may undermine 
Chinese efforts to control Eurasian region. 

3. Aggressive attitude:-SCS debacle and non-recognition of global sentiments and laws, and simultaneously 
adopting repressive policies to silence the discontent at home makes it un-trustworthy partner (Tibet 
policy, One-China policy, Muslim Uighur exploitation). 

4. Multipolar World:-US-China-Russia tussle would result in world becoming increasingly multipolar, with 
regional powers gaining in influence Eg-> Factions in Middle East, BRICS, RCEP 

Role for Tiger 

1. Economic angle:- Can utilize OBOR, AIIB, SCO,RCEP to increase cooperation with China to cater to 
untapped markets and increase domestic infra, while also maintaining balance between US-Russia 
relationship (Defense and Nuclear deals, Export markets). 

2. Soft diplomacy:-Increased Indian investments in Africa, Latin America, MENA region accompanied by 
inclusive development in these regions (Eg Salma Dam – Afghanistan, Airtel in Africa, ONGC exploration 
in Iran, LAtAM, CIS etc) have led to greater integration. 

3. Follow dual approach:-“Cooperate and Compete” at the same time and accept the new world order 
however, protection of national interests are paramount 
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The role for Tiger is to choose between either watching the Eagle-Dragon fight and feed on remains, or 
establish its own territory. We should strive for the latter, and make our foreign policy more dynamic and 
responsive to the current geopolitics. 
 

Q) Jawaharlal Nehru University has adopted ‘deprivation points system’ in its admission policy? 

What’s ‘deprivation points system’? Can it be adopted in formulation and implementation of 

welfare schemes? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

 “Deprivation point system”- which has been adopted by the JNU in its admission policy is the system where 
the points have been allotted to an individual on certain parameters like graduating location, Annual 
Income, caste, category, gender etc. The more points allotted, the more chances to get enrolled. 

It can be formulated and implemented in welfare schemes by maintaining a database of each individual on 
the basis of some deciding factors and then identifying the beneficiaries of welfare schemes. 

Such as educational background of parents may be given as criteria for Right to education Act implementation 
and preference to student. Social status in terms of family traditions job as Sweepers etc may be given 
preference in employment scheme such as MNGERA and skill building. 

BENEFITS 

1. FAIR AND BALANCED GROWTH: Even the last person of distant region can be benefited by this scheme as it 
provide more support the most deprived and remotely areas of the country and thus get equal treatment like 
other in developed region. 

2. Probability of accessing welfare schemes if based on criteria like female education, health etc can help in 
motivating the families towards their improvement, and in this way can deal with problems like MMR, skewed 
sex ratio, Illiteracy etc. 

3 Objectivity in Identification of beneficiary  

Concerns – 

1. Maintaining and accessing individual level data on the wide range is a herculean task especially in the 
position where electricity, connectivity, infrastructure etc are the barriers for any implementation. 

2. Pilferages identity fraud, corruption are the blots on the intention of welfare schemes. 

3. Required trained task force, infrastructure, etc which could incur heavy drain on national exchequer. 

4. Political manipulation of identification criteria as done for BPL etc. 

5. Issue of migration will create difficulty as different states will have to follow different criteria based on the 
principle of FEDERALISM. 

The scheme covering wide deciding criteria rather than focusing on income, caste, gender etc individually is 
the need of hour, proper fund allocation, monitoring and management are the issues to be dealt with 
effectively. Criteria identified in Socio-economic cast census may act as guiding point for deprivation Index. 
Such experiments have been successful in Countries like US and may be implemented in India for effective 
management of resources. 
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Q) In your opinion, how should Trump try to resolve Afghanistan problem? In the light of an 

assessment of Obama’s  Afghanistan policy, discuss critically. Also discuss what role could India 

play in Afghanistan during Trump Presidency. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Livemint 

Obama’s Afghanistan Policy- 

For Afghanistan and the Afghans, Mr. Obama was a President of contradiction whose Afghan policy proved 
markedly disastrous. He wrongly believed that he would win the War on Terror militarily and by appeasing the 
military establishment in Pakistan. Mr. Obama relied excessively on Pakistan while dealing with Afghanistan. 
However this did not resulted into actual gains on the ground and Afghanistan remains engulfed into turmoil. 
The Obama administration severely undermined human rights by downplaying the threat of its overall military 
operations to civilian lives in Afghanistan. The substantial militarisation of the U.S. Afghan policy and the 
expansion of war killed any chance of peace in Afghanistan.  

How should Trump approach to the Afghanistan problem? 

 The new administration in Washington should stop appeasing Pakistan which has brought the disastrous 
results in earlier regime. Mr. Trump should compel Pakistan to squeeze those who harm Afghanistan and 
nurture, shelter and finance forces of terror. Further there is need to curb blind aid given to Pakistan 
under the pretext of fighting terrorism. 

 On Afghanistan, Mr. Trump should embrace a vibrant diplomacy and regional cooperation towards 
Russia, China, India and Iran. This would help in achieving consensus on the issue where interests of 
different stakeholders are involved. 

 President Trump can avoid the errors of the past in Afghanistan. He should boost the security and defence 
capabilities of the Afghan national armed forces.  

 US can play a very important role as an intermediary in resolving the conflict of ‘Durand Line’ which is the 
major reason for Afghan’s current situation. Since 1947, Afghan does not recognize Durand Line, which 
in turn results in more and more infiltration of terrorists from Pakistan. 

India’s role in Afghanistan- 

 India is playing prominent role in stabilizing the political situation in Afghanistan. India is actively engaged 
in building infrastructural capacities like Parliament, dams etc. in Afghanistan. India should continue its 
work in building infrastructure which would allow it to have good relations with all the stakeholders in 
Afghanistan. 

 Being the largest democracy in the world, India could help nourishing democracy in the war torn 
Afghanistan through supplying expertise and best practices of democratic system. 

 India could help Afghanistan in modernizing and training the Armed forces that could prove effective in 
fighting terrorist groups. 

 India could prove as the greatest market for Afghan industries and goods. Enhancing the economic 
capacity would be the main objective once political solution is achieved. 

 India can be a large investor in Afghanistan particularly in developing energy resources, local industries 
and viable economic structure. 

Conclusion- 

India enjoys great good-will among Afghans. Thus India could lead role in stabilizing Afghanistan and 
developing its economic capacities. This would give India strategic advantage of entry to Central Asia bypassing 
Pakistan. 
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Q) What implications would Brexit have on both Britain and EU? Also discuss major challenges 

Britain is facing in its bid to execute Brexit. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Hindu 

Introduction:-  

Brexit can be termed as the emergence of Rightist mindset in the western hemisphere, which has included the 
aspect of anti-globalisation and protectionist policies in its ambit. The impact of the decision can be described 
as follows: 

On Britain: 

1. Comparative decline of investments as London was considered as entry point of EU for non-EU countries, 
due to presence of English 

2. Will have to chart new trade agreements with other countries, which will be sceptical of the protectionist 
mindset in the nation 

3. Have to face the declined value of pound sterling in world market 

4. Will save the budget, which was earlier sent to EU. This budget can be used for development of 
infrastructure 

5. Can better regulate the inflow of migrants and help in increasing standard of living of British citizens, due 
to lesser outside pressure on economy 

On EU- 

1. Britain can be the starting point of future departures of other nations, leading to question mark on existence 
of EU in the future 

2. Brussels being seen as the alternative to London, will need adequate infrastructure and policy framework 
to handle the investment inflow 

3. Post Brexit, EU will have to deal with the uncertainity in value of euro as a currency 
So, it can be said that the impact on UK will be bigger and negative, as compared to EU, where a comparatively 
smaller impact can be observed. 

The major challenges to be faced by Britain before exiting EU, will be: 

1. Exiting the single market of EU, in a phased manner and the consequent levy of charges of trade to be faced 
later 

2. Britain is represented by EU at several of world forums. Britain will have to chart separate aims and appoint 
new representatives for the respective forums. 

3. Britain will have to make its own market more attractive than EU, to keep the flow of investment intact. 
This will mean lower taxes, which can impact the economy 

4. The promises of better economy and lesser outside pressure for the citizens, will have to be fulfilled by the 
govt to maintain people’s faith 
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Q) It is said that even though the new president is well disposed towards India, his efforts to change 

America’s trajectory will have huge economic and political consequences for India. How should 

India prepare to deal with the US? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

With the ‘America First’ policy of new President of USA, its relationship with the world may turn to different 
directions. India which has witnessed good relations with the USA in last decade may have some positives as 
well as some negatives consequences of this policy. 

How the new President could change the trajectory of America? 

The new President of USA has won by promising to curb immigration into the United States and removing 
those who were staying in USA illegally. He has threatened to impose “extreme vetting” on visitors from the 
Muslim world. He argues that American workers are victims of economic globalization. He believes the US 
taxpayers pay too high a price for American military alliances abroad. He has dismissed the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, the powerful seven-decade-old Euro-Atlantic alliance, as “obsolete”. Trump demands 
that US allies in Asia, Japan and South Korea take a larger share of the defence burden. 

Concerns for India- 

 Trump’s stricter immigration rules for H1B visa is a cause of worry for India’s export led IT industry. 

 His views to reduce corporate tax may shift American manufacturing companies from other countries like 
India back to America thereby reducing employment opportunities in such countries. 

 Trump’s plans to revise and even scrap regional trade partnership agreements like TPP would help India 
in diversifying its trade as India was left out of TPP. 

 He has non-serious approach on issues like climate change which may hamper the global efforts to curb 
and minimize ill consequences of climate change. 

 If he improves US relations with Russia, India would not have to undertake balancing acts to please both 
the leading powers. 

How India should prepare to deal with unpredictable policies of new President of USA? 

 India will have to quickly come to terms with the historic shift in America’s approach to economic 
globalization under Trump. 

 India needs to end its defensive crouch on external economic engagement and re-position itself to cope 
with the structural changes that Trump threatens to engineer in the global economic order. As in the 
economic, so in the political domain, India will have to stop being defensive. 

 Though regulation of H1B visa could affect India, India could leverage its market potential and trade 
opportunities in getting favorable business policies from America. 

 American president is wants to re-energize the shale gas, natural gas and coal sector to make America 
energy self-sufficient. India too could benefit from the opening of US oil and gas sector that would 
diversify India’s import and stabilize global oil prices. 

 Trump is firm on curbing radical Islamism and eradicating terror outfits in different parts of the globe. 
Thus India could collaborate in fighting terror and could pressurize Pakistan to eliminate state sponsored 
terrorism. 

 Trump is determined to curb increasing Chinese global influence in geo-politico-economic matters. Thus 
India could reinvent its policies that would give strategic advantages vis-à-vis China. 

 While Russia and China are resisting American dominance in Afghanistan and Syria, India could play 
important role in bringing amicable solutions in these regions as India has carried out ground work in 
Afghanistan and enjoys great goodwill in those nations. 
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Conclusion- 

The new president of America would collaborate whole heartedly with India only if American interests are 
served. Thus India needs to identify common areas which could offer mutual help and benefits India too. 
 

Q) In a message to the World Economic Forum in Davos, the Chinese President warned about 

dangers of protectionism and called for free flow of goods and services. Do you think China could 

become a champion of free trade? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

USA under new President Donald Trump may turn towards inward looking and protectionist policies. Chinese 
economy has benefited from free and open trade and has expressed concerns over shadow of protectionism. 
In the absence of USA, China may fill up the vacuum of leadership of free trade at global level. However it also 
faces some challenges in this pursuit. 

Factors in favor of China- 

 One Belt One Road initiative- China is embarked upon grand plan of reviving ancient Silk route to connect 
itself with Central Asia and Europe through the OBOR initiative. This would give China unprecedented 
Economic and Strategic advantage and would succeed in strongly integrating its economy with most of 
the countries of these regions. The logical outcome would be that Chinese influence would spread all 
across Central Asia and Europe. 

 China is a global hub for manufacturing, and is the largest manufacturing economy in the world as well 
as the largestexporter of goods in the world. Thus it needs to explore new markets consistently to 
maintain its double digit growth. This appetite would propel China to maintain free flow of good all over 
the world. 

 China is also the world’s fastest growingconsumer market and second largest importer of goods in the 
world. China is a net importer of services products. This could provide other nations opportunity to trade 
with China on equals. 

 One of the most notable facts of the Chinese successes over the years, which should become more 
evident in next few years, lies in the creation of major Chinese groups with a world vision, accentuated 
by a strategy to move upmarket both industrially and technologically and in a context of increasing 
Chinese investments abroad – the so-called national “go-global” strategy. 

 China has accumulated huge foreign exchange reserve and could leverage it for strengthening Renminbi 
so that it could become alternative to US Dollar. 

 China is emerging as alternative to financial institutions of the west and to the American and European 
domination over them. The initiatives like NDB, AIIB and plans to create rating agencies are reflection of 
this. It would make China global financial leader, an important prior step to become global free trade 
leader. 

Challenges that could pose threats to China- 

 Rising crisis in Chinese economy- 

China’s debt has ballooned to almost 250% of its GDP and slowing down of economy may stop its dream run 
of economy. 

Capital outflows due to concerns about China’s economic performance have led to significant depreciation of 
Renminbi. 
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 Non-democratic set-up and excessive state control- 

China’s non-democratic set-up and non-transparent policy making are acting like obstructions in China’s march 
towards global player. 

Excessive use of state owned enterprises as agents of state policy in economic matters. 

Non-competitive environment within China in some sectors like IT. 

 Perception of Hard power rather than Soft power- 

China has been considered to be as curtailer of freedom of speech, has hostile relations with many of its 
neighbors and known as military freak 

Conclusion- 

China has all the potential for becoming the champion of free trade in the world if it works on improving 
transparency in its domestic policies, cultivates friendly relations with its neighbors and develops soft power. 
 

Q) Critically comment on Trump’s foreign policy and examine what implications it would have on 

India and China. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The new American president Donald Trump has got elected with the slogan of ‘America First’ ‘Making America 
great again’ etc and may sideline interests of other nations for that of America’s. He has shown different policy 
aptitude than his predecessor and could change the direction of America’s foreign relations. 

Some of the major changes that could take place under Mr Trump are- 

 Decreasing the animosity between Russia and US which might seem as a positive drift from the prevalent 
bipolar power politics between the two countries. 

 His critical views about the importance of multilateral organizations like UN and NATO and also the 
climatic deals being done at global levels and therefore his persistent effort to minimize US’s involvement 
in such organizations and efforts. 

 His aim of blocking of US-Mexican border in an effort to put a control on illegal movement of people 
might not be a good approach in the long run of regional cooperation. 

 In an effort to bring down the whooping defence spending for protection of its allies like japan, S.korea, 
and Australia, he has pledged to make these countries pay for the security provided by the US’s military. 
This again will harm the solidarity between nations as few nations can afford to pay for such huge 
pending. 

 Curbing the migration from countries like India, China in a bid to restore employment to native Americans 
may actually harm the America’s talent in areas like R&D. 

 His stringent measures against radical islamist groups will be helpful in curbing the menace of terrorism 
around the world. Decreasing monetary aid to Pakistan which was given in the name of fighting terrorism 
will raise an alarm in Islamabad and force its govt for a strong action against the terrorist in order to gain 
US’s trust. 

Implication on China- 

 Trump has been particularly critical of China’s trade policies. His policies will include measures that will 
put a check on rising exports of Chinese goods across the world, especially in US. 

 He claims that the climatic deterioration scenario has been a China’s hoax and therefore need not be 
adhered to. 
However with his policy of decreasing US’s interference in Asian countries of Japan and Australia it would 
be hard for trump to keep a strong check on the activities of China is South china sea and the pacific. 
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 Also his protectionist attitude of preserving the jobs for US citizens will further give a window for Chinese 
markets to expand in Europe and Asian markets. This might prove to be a counter for US’s diplomatic and 
strategic partnerships. 

Implications on India- 

 With growing friendly ties between US-Russia, India can gain its interests by keeping a balance with both 
the nations as both Putin and Trump have claimed India to be an important ally of their respective 
agendas in Asia. 

 Trump’s critical attitude towards China will help India to be in a better position to counter Chinese 
interest in the region with better diplomatic support. 

 This will provide an edge for India’s economic and military ties with the western power. 

 It will also help to counter terrorism being generated in India’s neighborhood. 

 His protectionist policies by decreasing the H1B visas to Employees from other countries will certainly 
hurt India’s service and IT sector, leading to increase stress on employability and social issues in India. 
However, hard conflict between US and China will prove to against the regional stability and peace efforts 
in Asia. 

 It might disrupt Chinese trade with India, with the former having 28% trade exchange with India. Also his 
anti-climactic echo and US’s non-involvement in such agreements will hamper India’s effort rising global 
consensus towards mitigating climatic hazards.  

 US being the superpower for majority of the last 5 decades have seen a downfall in its stature in recent 
times owing to multiple reasons. Trump’s rule might be seen as a shift from US increasing influence on 
other countries to its effort to preserve its own economic and military stability, especially in such a time 
when China is being seen as a major superpower. Here comes the importance of India’s position in Asia 
with Russia-US- India forming a trident in counter of Chinese growing influence. 

Conclusion- 

The coherence in the words and deeds of Mr Trump would surely change the rules of the geo-politics and 
economics of the world. The countries like Russia, China and India would be facing different situation in Trump 
administration that would decide the new global order. 
 

Q) “The Obama administration’s foreign policy and Donald Trump’s call for its recalibration are 

both inspired by the same desire to prevent any new challenge to American supremacy.” Discuss. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- US foreign policy are mainly driven by securing its global supremacy, preserving hegemony in 
Eurasia and preserving security, democracy and prosperity globally 

The similarities between Obama policy and trump recalibration are- 

 Both Obama and trump have realized the economic and geopolitical significance of Asia pacific and has 
work on deepening ties with the ASEAN countries. The condemnation of china’s hegemony in South China 
Sea, stationing of US ambassador to ASEAN in Jakarta, triple alliance with japan and South Korea are some 
examples. 

 The policy of us is further directed toward countering rising energies of china so as to suppress any 
challenge to its supremacy like Obama, trump doctrine also focuses engaging with ASEAN countries 
specifically India and ASEAN countries to retard china’s power. Asia pivot, TPP by Obama and question 
on one nation policy and countervailing imports by trump are steps seems to be in similar direction. 

 Policies of both are characterized by maintain hegemony over Eurasia by condemning Russia Malaysian 
airline crash and breaching cyber space. 
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However, trump policy characterized by populist chauvinism and protectionist is remarkably different from 
his predecessor in following way. 

 Trump policy seems to be deviated from the liberal global order and globalization ex- US exit from TPP. 

 The much emphasized climate change policy by Obama which is also one of the negotiation ground with 
china has been completely Condemen by trump during his election campaigns. 

 Trump is also opposing of Iran us nuclear deal. 

 While Obama has taken Russia with stiff resistance, Trump wants to engage with Russia. 

CONCLUSION:- 

The foreign policy of any country have always driven by its self-interest Though the intention of both the 
leaders are to secure US supremacy there is a mark distinction between the path taken by both. India being a 
natural ally of US may not be able to left untouched with rising tides. More tactful and diplomatic engagement 
to secure own interest by India should be carried out. 
 

Q) The American President Trump believes Russia is no longer the U.S.’s principal global rival. Do 

you think it will be easy for his administration to reset America’s ties with Russia? If it succeeds, 

will it be a good news for India? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The election of Mr Trump as American president has brought the possibilities of cooperation between cold 
war rivals, USA and Russia. Any such resetting of ties would have long lasting impact not only on the future of 
these two countries but for the whole world. 

Reasons for Mr Trump’s friendly attitude towards Russia- 

 The new American president has shown soft stance towards Russia since his election campaigns. This 
stance is result of different factors like, an ideological opposition towards what he calls “radical Islamic 
terrorism”, improving ties with Russia, and taking on China. These three themes are somehow 
interlinked. 

 Trump believes Russia is no longer the U.S.’s principal global rival. In his world view, China is rising to that 
stature. To be sure, Russia, with its enormous land and natural resources and strategically important 
geography and military might, remains a key geopolitical power. But its economy is inherently weak, a 
shadow of the Soviet economic power. Though Russia retains huge influence in its backyard, it’s doubtful 
whether it alone could pose a long-term strategic threat to the U.S. 

 On the other side, China is an economic powerhouse that wields enormous influence around the world. 
But China’s force-projection capabilities are limited as its seafront remains vulnerable. The U.S. has 
massive military presence in the Chinese sphere of influence. But if Russia and China come together — 
which has actually been taking place in recent years, be it in trade and economic ties or the collaboration 
at the United Nations on global conflicts — that would pose a potential threat to long-term American 
interests. Mr. Trump would like to use his overtures to Russia to drive a wedge between Moscow and 
Beijing. 

Difficulties for Mr Trump to reset America’s ties with Russia- 

 Improving relations will only be successful if the sanctions on Russia imposed by US (alleging the former 
of human rights violations in Crimea and Syria) are lifted. This step however could further alienate the 
Russian-phobic officials and public from his administration and Nation. 

 The issue of NATO impinging on the front door of Russia has to be addressed. Russia and its allies have 
always been critical about NATO’s presence in the region and Mr Putin may have to force Mr Trump to 
free the Russian neighbor lands. Though trump himself has been criticizing NATO but still USA’s exit will 
raise the eyebrows from Europe as well. 
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 Moscow in bargain with USA. Trump’s policies of putting America First might need some new dimensions 
if he has to see this partnership flourish. 

US-RUSSIA friendly ties will also have a huge implication on Indian interests- 

 Having good relation with both the countries India will gain huge diplomatic support as well as increased 
trade and defense deals. 

 It will further boost India’s chance of UNSC and NSG membership. 

 India would not have to balance both the countries in a bid not to antagonize any one of them. 

 It could help to counter both Pakistan and China on various fronts like Military, Terrorism, Economics and 
Geopolitics. 

 However this might also result in heightened tensions with China which thereby might result in disturbing 
the peace and diplomatic ties between the two countries. 

Conclusion- 

It would be too early to conclude that Mr Trump would reset the American ties with Russia in an amicable 
manner. Any such attempt would surely benefit India. However the actual policies of Mr Trump would have 
to observe to carefully before coming to any definite conclusion. 
 

Q) How will Trump’s economic nationalism affect India? What should be India’s response to this 

new American economic nationalism? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Mr Trump has won the presidential elections on the promise of ‘America First’ policy. This implies that the 
new President would revive America’s economic prospect at any cost. This could affect countries like India 
who have dependent heavily on USA for its export, particularly in services sector. 

How economic nationalism of Trump would affect India? 

 There is anxiety that the Trump policy apropos H1-B visas for all foreign citizens seeking employment in 
the US will adversely impact Indian information technology professionals. 

 Further, outsourcing of work from USA like BPOs may get reduced which had created large-scale 
employment in developing countries like India. 

 Trump has called for reducing of corporate taxes in US so that business gets revived. This may hamper 
countries like India as investments and businesses may get shift back to USA. 

 The trade protectionism of Mr Trump would shrink the market for exports of India. The USA has been the 
proponent of free trade till present. But sudden shift from its established policy would hamper the trade 
prospects of India. 

 Mr Trump has withdrawn America from the regional trade agreement like TPP. India was kept out of TPP 
making it difficult for India to trade with countries involved in TPP. However the withdrawal of USA has 
made the future of TPP uncertain, relieving India’s worry. 

India’s response- 

Though trade and commerce opportunities are under threat, India can always work out solutions for this. 

 India offers one of the biggest markets for American goods. Thus India can leverage its market advantage 
for opening of American market for export of Indian services sector in particular.; 

 The other important step is to diversify export markets so that any chances of shrinking of market in 
particular country should not affect overall business opportunities. 

 India trade protectionism by USA can be contested at WTO as USA has many times compelled India to 
open its market taking the help of WTO. 
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 India could sign separate trade deals with USA with the objective of mutual benefit and keeps Indian 
business in America as usual. 

Conclusion- 

With the increasing globalization and integration of economies, it would be difficult for Mr Trump to revert to 
the economic nationalism unilaterally. However in such cases other nations will have to change their policies 
and adjust to the new change. 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests 

Q) India now finds itself increasingly isolated in continental Asia. Russia and the Central Asian 

countries are linking their infrastructure to China’s One Belt, One Road (OBOR). What compelling 

arguments can be made in favour of India for it to join OBOR initiative? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- The Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-century Maritime Silk Road or the Belt and Road 
Initiative is a development strategy and framework, proposed by Chinese paramount leader Xi Jinping that 
focuses on connectivity and cooperation among countries primarily between the People’s Republic of 
China and the rest of Eurasia, which consists of two main components, the land-based “Silk Road Economic 
Belt” (SREB) and oceangoing “Maritime Silk Road” (MSR). The strategy underlines China’s push to take a bigger 
role in global affairs, and its need for priority capacity cooperation in areas such as steel manufacturing 

 China is fast replacing global rules with connectivity, the OBOR, through infrastructure, new institutions 
and integrated markets. The massive investment has been welcomed, with prospects for shared 
prosperity. 

 India alone in continental Asia does not support the OBOR, which spans more than 65 countries, three-
quarters of known energy resources, envisages an investment of $4 trillion and is estimated to cover two-
thirds of the global population and GDP. 

 Delhi’s attempt to represent OBOR as merely China’s “national initiative” downplays or underestimates 
the transformative potential of the enterprise. 

 China’s national goal is to double its 2010 GDP and per capita income by 2020 for which the OBOR is 
considered essential. China is keen that India join that initiative, providing the opportunity to reset 
relations. The Modi-Xi joint statement in May 2015 recognised the two countries as “two major poles in 
the global architecture”. 

 We should become a partner in the OBOR adding a “Digital Sustainable Asia” component, an area where 
we have global leadership, shaping the infrastructure and markets around two nodes. We should also 
see Pakistan-sponsored terrorism as a symptom of the domination of the military with the OBOR leading 
to strengthening of democratic control. 

 There are encouraging signs that we have begun to think strategically by balancing cross-border terrorism 
with cross-border water flows and greater reliance on endogenous cybersecurity and missiles. 
Participation in the OBOR and treating the Line of Control as a “soft border” will be the bold vision needed 
to exorcise the ghosts of 1757. 

 India’s strategy so far has been to either ignore the ambitious scope of OBOR or resent Pakistan’s 
involvement in the flagship CPEC project. This approach does not serve its interests well. 

 For a country that is quite self-conscious about its international image, it looks exceedingly odd for India 
to idly watch as China sets about altering the landscape around it, consolidating links with the 
neighbourhood and populating it with its personnel, equipment, technology and standards. 

 Delhi’s approach also does not make sense since the nature of US commitment to Asia and India is in 
some doubt given Donald Trump’s views on security alliances, H1-B visas, outsourcing and reviving 
American manufacturing. 
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 China clearly looks set to step into the vacuum that the US is creating in Asia through its isolationist, 
unpredictable President – and OBOR appears to be vehicle that will accelerate China’s influence in the 
age of American distraction. 

Two things need to happen for India to move in the direction of eventually participating in OBOR. India and 
China need to ensure that their differences on political questions do not prevent both sides from advancing 
economic cooperation, something both countries have struggled to lately. 
 

Q) Over the past two decades, India has worked towards upgrading more than 30 of its bilateral 

relationships to “strategic partnerships”. What do you understand by strategic partnership? 

Critically comment on its relevance for India, especially with 3o countries. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

A strategic partnership is an agreement between two or more players to share resources or knowledge, to be 
beneficial to all parties involved. It is a way to supplement internal assets, capabilities and activities, with 
access to needed resources or processes from outside players such as suppliers, customers, competitors, 
companies in different industries, brand owners, universities, institutes or divisions of government. 

It defines a bilateral relationship more important than others, but stops short of an actual alliance. The term 
“strategic” further implies a future convergence of interests in areas that are vital: security, defence and 
investment.  

Relevance for Strategic relations- 

 It has strengthened the foreign relations of India in all the continents, marking its presence in the league 
of world leaders. 

 Such relations allows India to explore path less taken and tap the hidden potential in smaller economies. 

 These relations becomes necessary to give impetuous to India’s agendas at U.N like NSG bid, CCIT and 
seeking permanent membership. 

 Such relations have a promise for future when viewed from geopolitical and security lens. 

Nevertheless, India’s decisions over the past two decades to upgrade more than 30 of its bilateral relationships 
to “strategic partnerships” is excessive. 

India over the two decades has signed strategic partnership with 30 countries not all are of relevance for eg 
recent with Rwanda which is landlocked agriculture country itself fighting ie having fight among different 
tribes. Further it may lead to compromise with other allies like Russia or raise a question of India definition of 
“strategic partners”. 

But we cannot deny these relationship as well since India aspire to become superpower and these small 
nations and incumbent government and their trust with India will benefit India on the long term since being a 
dark continent Africa is yet to be explored by countries so India using strategic term will enhance their 
confidence and hence more field can be explored where trade and investment can be made to benefit each 
other. 

Conclusion:– 

A more cogent policy with clear-cut criteria for strategic partnerships must be considered by the Ministry of 
External Affairs, with the focus on countries with which there is a long-term vision on securing India’s needs, 
coupled with a convergence of strategic interests. 
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Q) What’s the nature of India’s relationship with Syria? Critically analyse what role could India play 

in post-War Syria. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Nature of India’s relationship with Syria- 

Bilateral relations between the India and Syria are historic where the two have ancient civilisational ties. Both 
countries were on the silk route through which civilisational exchanges took place for centuries. 

 India’s Pro-Arab Policy and Reciprocity of relations- 

The urge to pursue relations with the Muslim world in general, and the Arab world in particular, was 
strengthened in light of the partition of India on religious grounds. A common nationalism and secular 
orientation, membership of NAM and similar perceptions on many issues further strengthened a bond 
between the two states. India supported “Syria’s legitimate right to regain the occupied Golan Heights.” In 
turn, this was reciprocated with Syrian recognition that Kashmir is a bilateral issue as well as general support 
of India’s concerns and even candidature at various international forums 

 Cultural relations- 

India and Syria shares the cultural relations since the beginning of the millennium. The first Christian presence 
in India was that of the Church of the East. The ancient Syriac language among the Syrian Christians of 
Kerala was also brought to Kerala by St Thomas in the 1st century CE. Since then cultural relations have 
continued to develop between the two. 

 Educational programs- 

India and Syria also have educational exchanges. In addition to a large Syrian student population in India, each 
year five scholarships under the CEP programme are offered to Syrian students for pursuing higher studies in 
India. 

 Relations during Syrian civil war- 

India and Syria have maintained good ties through the war years. A steady stream of officials from Damascus 
have visited New Delhi for talks and consultations while business delegations from India have visited 
Damascus, such as one organized by the Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India in 2014, led 
by Delhi-based Cosmos Group, even at the height of the civil war. 

What role India can play in post-war Syria? 

 In August 2016, India’s minister of state for external affairs, M.J. Akbar, visited Damascus to hold talks 
with Assad. During these consultations, the Assad regime invited New Delhi to participate in its post-war 
reconstruction efforts. 

 India can help Syrian government to build critical infrastructure as like in Afghanistan. Notably, India has 
already renewed its commitments to its pre-war projects, specifically the Tishreen power plant, which 
can be looked upon as India’s premier developmental undertaking in the country. 

 India being the largest democracy in the world can help Syria to nourish the democratic roots through its 
expertise in democratic system. 

 India can play important role in providing humanitarian aid to war torn Syria particularly in the field of 
health and education. 

 Through groupings such as BRICS, India can create the environment for the negotiation of the crisis and 
about the reconstruction efforts. The financial institutions like New Development Bank would be of great 
importance in supplementing investments in post war Syria. 

 India can resume its pre-war projects in Syria. India’s ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL), had acquired a 37% stake 
in Syria’s Al Furat Petroleum Co. OVL had also won the bid for exploration of oil/natural gas at Block 24 
in Syria’s Deir Ezzor province—all investments had to be abandoned. 
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 Syrian economy has been badly hot by the civil war. Thus India can invest in Syrian economy in sectors 
like Automobile, Pharmaceutical, Services and IT. This would benefit both the countries. 

 India could help in training the Syrian Army for Anti-insurgency and counter-terrorist strategies. 

Conclusion- 

India has already demonstrated its reconstruction capacities in the Afghanistan. Thus India is poised to play 
major role in reconstruction of the Syria. Though concerns like presence of Islamic state and political instability 
looms over Syria, India as a country with ambitions to become a global political and economic power, cannot 
hide behind the veil of ambiguity and diplomatic fence-sitting. This trajectory only undermines India’s own 
ambitions on the global stage, and as the world’s largest democracy, whether it likes it or not, India has a 
responsibility to speak up on globally critical events. 
 

Q) “Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani’s presidency saw a historic shift in Iran’s ties with India, laying the 

groundwork for the cooperation that has unfolded, haltingly, over the past 20 years.” Discuss. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Rafsanjani was a pivotal figure in the Iran’s path since the 1979 revolution: a founding father, a military leader 
in the war with Iraq, and twice President. More parochially, his presidency also saw a historic shift in ties with 
India, which laid the groundwork for greater cooperation between the two countries. 

Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani- 

Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani was an influential Iranian politician, writer and one of the founding fathers of 
the Islamic Republic who was the fourth President of Iran from 3 August 1989 until 3 August 1997. During the 
final years of Iran–Iraq War Rafsanjani was the de facto commander-in-chief of the Iranian military. Rafsanjani 
was elected chairman of the Iranian parliament in 1980 and served until 1989. He played an important role in 
the choice of Ali Khamenei as Supreme Leader. 

Rafsanjani has been described as having been a pragmatic Islamic conservative. The Economist called him a 
“veteran kingmaker.” He supported a free market position domestically, favoring privatization of state-owned 
industries and a moderate position internationally, seeking to avoid conflict with the United States and the 
West. 

India-Iran Relation before Rafsanjanii- 

Independent India and Iran established diplomatic relations on 15 March 1950. During much of the Cold 
War period, relations between the Republic of India and the erstwhile Imperial State of Iran suffered due to 
different political interests, non-aligned India fostered strong military links with the Soviet Union while Iran 
enjoyed close ties with the United States. 

Transforming ties with India- 

 In September 1993, P.V. Narasimha Rao became the first Indian Prime Minister to visit Iran since the 
revolution. Rafsanjani termed this visit as ‘turning point’ in the India-Iran relations. Result of this visit was 
visible when in March 1994, Iran bailed out India in the UN Commission on Human Rights, blocking a 
consensus on Kashmir. 

 Though relations between the two countries witnessed tensions in the following months due to issues 
like Babri Masjid riots and insistence of Iran to include leaders of Hurriyat Conference in India-Pakistan 
talks, they soon improved with the visit of Rafsanjani to India in April 1995. 

 It turned out to be landmark visit. Rafsanjani signed a three-way India-Iran-Turkmenistan transit 
agreement, allowing India to avoid Russian or Ukrainian ports. He also urged a Tehran-Delhi-Beijing axis 
to strengthen relations between big Asian nations. He also donated $10 million for the upkeep of Bara 
Imambara of Luknow. He cunningly refused to get drawn into any debate about Babri Masjid riots and 
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praised India’s efforts to solve Kashmir issue peacefully. He denied need of American mediation in 
Kashmir issue supplementing the position of India. 

 As a relative pragmatist, he was able to overcome those in Iran who had argued for a tilt to Pakistan and 
a continued focus on Kashmir and communal issues. Rafsanjani’s trip marked several themes that would 
shape India-Iranian relations for the next two decades. One was economic diplomacy focused on 
connectivity, energy, and trade. Another was mutual concern over the future of Afghanistan, and 
Pakistan’s role there. 

Conclusion- 

Thus he set the new tone for India-Iran relations in 90s. The present strong relations between India and Iran 
have roots in the foundation laid by Rafsanjani. India is building Chabahar port in Iran as a counter to Chian’s 
Gwadar port in Pakistan. Further India would get transit lines to Central Asia through Chabahar. The relations 
went on to improve since then except the brief period when India reduced its oil supplies from Iran under the 
US economic sanctions on Iran. 
 

Q) “Given their objective geopolitical circumstances, the rational priority for Japan and South Korea 

should be the development of close defence and intelligence cooperation rather than quibbles over 

statues.” In the light of recent events that have taken place in northeast Asia, elaborate the 

statement. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background- 

The cause of this friction is a statue, which is a symbol of the tens, possibly hundreds of thousands of women 
who were forced to service the Japanese military’s World War II brothels. Known as “comfort women”, these 
former sex slaves were “recruited” from Korea, China and parts of Southeast Asia. Although there are only 
around 40 surviving comfort women in Korea, they are a potent reminder of Japanese wartime atrocities as 
well as what many consider to be the lack of sincere atonement on the part of Japan. The statue in question 
was erected opposite the Japanese consulate in the South Korean city of Busan in late December and has led 
to Tokyo recalling its ambassador from Seoul, as well as suspending high-level economic policy discussions 
with its Korean neighbour. 

However the need of the time is to resolve the internal differences and work for mutual cooperation. Both 
countries are facing uphill task in resisting Chinese domination in the East Asia region. 

 Both South Korea and Japan see North Korea as belligerent neighbor in North Korea. Both are cooperating 
with the USA to contain North Korea’s nuclear program. In fact South Korea is in more critical situation 
as it is yet to resolve border dispute with North Korea and any wrong move on the part of North Korea 
would harm South Korea first. Thus both these nations need healthy relations between them to avoid 
any conflict so that there is no divergence of actions while dealing with Korea. In such scenario both 
countries have high potential for cooperation in areas like strengthening military ties, intelligence sharing 
and bilateral relations. 

 Japan is already involved in a dispute with China regarding several areas in South China Sea. China is 
already making artificial islands and militarizing them, keeping in view any future provocation. Japan’s 
pacifist constitution does not allow it to engage in any conflict with its adversaries. This calls for need to 
chart a peaceful agreement for solving the strategic disputes. Also, Japan too needs to include the 
incoming of a new US president in its future policies. 

 Both Japan and South Korea are technology powerhouses and economies driven by strong export in areas 
like Automobile, machinery etc. Thus both countries can cooperate and supplement each other in their 
core areas which would benefit both the countries. On the other the hostile relations would reduce any 
chance of cooperation on technology fronts. 
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Conclusion- 

Asia-Pacific region has attained high strategic importance in the recent years on account of Chinese aggression 
in South China Sea and its deteriorating relations with its neighbors, North Korea’s nuclear program and 
America’s Pivot to Asia policy. In such volatile situation, Japan and South Korea need to resolve their 
differences and work for better and stabilized Asia-Pacific region. 
 

Q) Critically analyse the nature of India’s engagement with the Middle East. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

The Middle East is often referred to 
as India’s extended neighborhood 
due to glaring cultural and historical 
similarity. Underscoring Middle East 
vast geostrategic advantage, India 
has intensified its ties in recent 
times:- 

 Economically India has begun 
deepening ties to include 
attract sovereign investment 
funds (UAE and Saudi) and free 
movement of skilled workers. 
This supplements the already 
large remittance gain ($40 
billion). 

 Middle East contributes to 
energy security with bulk of 
India’s oil and natural gas 
import sourced from this 
region. E.g. Kuwait, Oman 

 Recent development in security 
area sees Middle East 
cooperating with India on intelligence sharing and curbing extremism. E.g. Manama declaration 

 Frequent visits from both the sides and active formal communication have paved the way for 
opportunities and common interests. 

 India has signed bilateral security agreements with Qatar and Saudi Arabia. India and Bahrain are also 
looking out for such agreements. 

 Israel has been crucial for India since it is one of the defence equipment supplier to India. Similarly, Iran 
is strategically important to India because of Chabahar port. New Dellhi has been putting consistent 
efforts to get the flagship project done. 

 At the time when economic growth is at its peak, India requires oil and gas in a good amount. Middle East 
is the biggest source of oil and gas to India. 

 Middle East is home to lakhs of blue collar Indian workers. Since India receives good amount of 
remittance from the region, diaspora has been a major factor in India’s foreign policy. 

Despite such gains, few challenges impeding the ties are:- 

 Middle East is going through political turmoil and instability. Syrian civil war, Yemen crisis, Turkey’s 
political instability hinders bilateral relations. 
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 Relations between countries of Middle East are such that India’s relation with one country affects its 
relation with other country. New Delhi is, therefore, approaching the region circumspectly. 

 India has not yet explored Middle East wholeheartedly. India-Egypt relations have lost momentum. Its 
relations with Cyprus are also confined to some specific interests. 

 Discriminatory and rigid labour laws for Indian workers have been a major concern for India. 

 India’s reluctance to play proactive role in ensuring peace and stability in the region 

Conclusion:- 

Leveraging its diaspora of close to 7million, India should steadfast its Link West policy with increased 
connectivity. It should aim to increase P2P ties via tourism, education and sports while cooperating for 
strengthening multi-polarity and UNSC reforms. 
 

Q) “India is well positioned to emerge as a credible security and economic partner of the UAE and 

the larger Gulf region at a time when the West is looking inwards and China’s rise is getting hobbled 

by its aggressive rhetoric on territorial issues.” Elaborate. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The Comprehensive strategic partnership agreement, Inviting Abu Dhabi’s crown prince as Republic day Guest 
and parade will be leading by a contingent of 179 UAE soldiers have indications of boosting ties between India 
and UAE. India though shared historic relations with the region recently it is emerging as credible security and 
economic partner:- 

INDIA AS ECONOMIC PARTENER:- 

 The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is India’s second-largest trading partner, the largest single origin of 
imports into the country, and the second largest destination for exports from India. The GCC countries 
supply 45 per cent of India’s petroleum, with the UAE being the sixth largest source of imports of crude 
oil. 

 The region remains a major destination for Indian investment. India hopes that major GCC states such as 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Oman will participate in its planned infrastructure expansion. MoUs have 
been signed for investing sovereign wealth fund of countries like UAE, Qatar, etc. in India’s infrastructure 
and developmental projects like Smart City Mission. 

 Meanwhile, the Gulf States are interested in human resources from India in order to develop sectors as 
varied as information technology, construction, transportation and services. 

 Indians are the largest expatriate community in the GCC states, numbering around 7 million. There are 
an estimated 2.6 million Indians in the UAE alone. 

 Remittances: India receives more than 50% of remittances from gulf expatriates which are crucial for 
economic development of India. The issues of labor in those UAE are worked upon by the India and UAE 
government. 

INDIA AS SECURITY PARTENER:- 

 India’s continuance on condemning terrorism in all form and manifestation is backed by UAE and the 
combined efforts can bring the stability in Afghanistan which is essential for both India and UAE own 
security. 

 India’s navy regular visits and deployment can be used to protect the maritime security unlike China 
which itself follows the policy of violating UNCLOS and aggressive rhetoric on territorial issues in South 
China Sea. Indian Navy also conducting major relief operations like operation Rahat. 

 India and gulf countries are conducting military training exercise over there in recent years and frequent 
deployment of a warship by India to check the security of strait of Hormuz and bab el Mandeb and to 
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carry out anti-piracy patrol. India and UAE conducted joint military exercise Desert Eagle. Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership was signed with UAE recently to enhance defence and strategic cooperation 

 India’s bid for UNSC which is being supported by several countries and few members of UNSC itself proves 
India is a credible country. 

Conclusion:- 

In this context, convergence of India’s ‘Look West policy’ and GCC’s ‘Look East policy’ is clearly visible and this 
augurs well for India’s bonding with West Asia. At the same time, India must be wary of bureaucratic hurdles, 
protecting the diaspora in the Gulf and rising Islamic extremism. 
 

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate 

Q) In the light of election of Donald Trump as the next US President, what challenges do you think 

await new UN Secretary General? How he should tackle them? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The election of Donald Trump as the president of USA has posed different challenges to the functioning of 
United Nations considering his anti-UN rhetoric and the fact that USA is the biggest contributor to the UN. 

Challenges to the UN secretary general- 

 Donald trump thinks that UN is not serving USA’s purposes anymore. USA contributes around 28% of the 
funds to UN. This stance of Trump may lead to slashing of funds on the part of USA. This could severely 
affect the functioning and administration of UN. 

 Many of Mr. Trump’s campaign pronouncements were at odds with the UN, including climate change, 
human rights, the Iran deal, the refugee crisis, and the West Asia peace process. 

 He vowed to cancel billions in payments to the UN climate change program. Calling climate change a 
“hoax invented by the Chinese,” he threatened to cancel the Paris Agreement. The withdrawal of the 
America would cripple the efforts to fight against climate change. 

 Trump’s stance against UN and other multilateral institutions and his America first policy is against the 
spirit of the UNO and its objectives. 

 Appointment of Nickey Haley as an ambassador to the UN and Rex Tillerson as Secretary of state whose 
lack of international political experience and absence of any foreign policy roadmap will make things 
difficult for Mr. Antonio and to UN. 

How UN secretary general should tackle the challenges? 

 If UN secretary general can reduce the gap and differences between US and Russia that can be greatest 
push for world security. UN had to take lead in enabling way forward by timely interference and support. 

 UN should reduce its dependence for funds on the USA and should enlist more funds from the other 
leading powers like China, Russia, Germany, Japan, India etc. 

 UN secretary general will have to show strong will in moving ahead in the issues like climate change even 
if USA withdraws. 

 Projecting himself from the outset as a reformer of the UN could lead to softening of stance by Trump. 

 The existing issues like Syrian civil war, North Korea’s nuclear program, peace process in Afghanistan 
should be dealt with bringing the entire stakeholder to the table under the aegis of UNO. 

Conclusion- 

The rising protectionism and extreme nationalism goes against the basic principles of the UN. The anti UN 
rhetoric of the Trump made during campaigns may not materialize completely. However the UN secretary 
general would have to show strong will to deal with USA in some issues and without USA in others. 
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Q) China has been active in increasing its bilateral cooperation with Nepalese army in recent years. 

Should India be worried? How should India deal with Nepalese army? Critically comment. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

The cooperation between Nepal and China is increasing on many front and which can be seen in the 
following steps:- 

 China’s pledge for a grant of one billion RMB for post-earthquake reconstruction and border road 
construction last month. 

 The formal announcement made that Nepal and China will conduct a “joint military training” soon. 

 The two armies have quietly undertaken confidence building measures, especially after 2008, when China 
solicited the help of Nepal’s army to keep a vigil on the Nepal-China border. 

 China sent the chief of its Peoples Liberation Army, Chen Bingde, to explore army-to-army relations with 
Nepal 

Some reasons to worry:- 

 Nepal is a buffer state between India and China. It is extremely important both for our internal and 
external security as India shares open border with Nepal. 

 The present nature geo-politics is such that any gain made by China vis-à-vis Nepal will come at the cost 
of India. This will hurt our economic and political interests. 

 Increasing bilateral cooperation of China with Nepal also has to been seen in larger context of China’s 
influence among SAARC nation and south Asia and Indian Ocean via its “One Belt One Road” initiative. 

 Nepal is proposing to amend the 1950 Peace and Friendship treaty with India which makes it mandatory 
for Nepal to inform or receive consent from India for military hardware purchase. An amendment will 
lead to independent decision making on security issues which again may be a concern to India’s security. 

But many positive things show that India need not to worry:- 

 Relations between the two armies have remained unique from 1947 — their heads have been conferred 
the status of honorary general in the other country since 1965. 

 India’s then-army chief, Dalbir Singh Suhag, is believed to have played a crucial behind-the-scenes role in 
February last year in persuading his government to end the five-month-long economic blockade of Nepal. 

 There is historical inclination for India in Nepalese government. Geography also favors relation of Nepal 
with India rather than with China. 

 India is still the largest military supplier to Nepal and increasing Chinese presence is more of a political 
mandate resulting from Nepal’s increasing cooperation with China. 

Way Forward:- 

 Utilize SAADMEX to improve disaster-readiness of Nepalese army, and perform multiple military 
exercises on lines of Surya Kiran. 

 India can also provide GPS services to Nepalese armies to improve the ties. India mustn’t stop supply of 
arms and equipment to Nepalese armies at crucial juncture like she did in 2005. There must be continuity 
in policy. 

 India should undertake Confident Building Measures (CBM) through cooperation on border security and 
exercises. 

 Soft loans to modernize military equipment and providing support through DRDO 

 Geo Mapping and support from IRNSS to Nepal Army to check conflicts in the areas 
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 Agreements on sharing of information of terrorist and mutual support in crisis 

Conclusion:- 

However, China has invested heavily in Nepal, so the country’s engagement at the higher political and 
institutional levels in Nepal is inevitable. As Nepal continues to be in disarray and with its one-year-old 
constitution proving hard to implement, the army has regained credibility. So, instead of worrying maintaining 
cordial relations with the army seems an essential part of diplomacy for Nepal’s two neighbors. 
 

Q) Critically comment on the role of the Western powers and United Nations in managing the 

conflict in Syria. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The Syrian Civil War is an ongoing armed conflict in Syria between the government of President Bashar al-
Assad and his allies on one side and various forces opposing him. The unrest in Syria, part of a wider wave of 
2011 Arab Spring protests, grew out of discontent with the Assad’s government and escalated to an armed 
conflict after protests calling for his removal were violently suppressed.The war is being fought by several 
factions: the Syrian government and its allies, a loose alliance of Sunni Arab rebel groups (including the Free 
Syrian Army), the majority-Kurdish Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), Salafi jihadist groups (including al-Nusra 
Front) who cooperate with the Sunni rebel groups, and the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). 

Currently there are three major faction:- Assad supporter; anti-Assad/free Syrian army/rebels and terrorist 
group ISIL/Al Nusra.  

Due to the lack of conformity between weatern powers and UNSCs’ permanent member, the situation getting 
worse with time.  

Role of western powers:- 

United States:- 

 It favoured “assad must go” temperament, and thus supporting opposition group containing rebels, 
supplying them military and weaponary power to fight against it. 

 Via USAID provide monetory assistance. 

Russia:- 

 It believes in the peace by including Syrian government that is Assad regime [china supporting fully]. 

 Moscow backs an international “contact group” to handle Syria – bringing in Iran and Saudi Arabia but 
excluding the UK and France. The UN also likes this idea. 

United Kingdom:- 

 It want to go with US, but during Camroon era house of commons rejected the support for war strike at 
Syrian regime. Though against ISIL but favored “moderate” rebel groups. 

European Union:- 

 It contained mix perception:- where France totally against the regime, Angela Markel of Germany 
supported Assad’s inclusion before deciding upon future of Syria. 

Main point is that, every power either western or regional all are against ISIL.  

Role of UN:- 

 Annan 6 point peace plan [ United Nations Supervision Mission in Syria]:- to allow freedom of 
press/freedom of movement/ceasefire of armed violation/release of arbitrary detained persons/allowed 
humanitarian assistance etc, but it lived for very short period, though first Assad accepted it earlier. 
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 UNHRC:- after 2013 chemical weapon strike on Syria, it condemned such inherently indiscriminate, 
inhuman and immoral strike [also against Hague convention’1899/ Geneva protocl’25], bring out dubious 
state of Syria in front of world. 

 UNICEF:- vaccination/clothing/care products to conflicted region. 

 Responsibility to Protect (R2P), the global commitment adopted at the 2005 United Nations (UN) World 
Summit, central to respond to mass atrocity crimes [of international level], seemed failed here in Syria to 
due its void attempts to bring ceasefire. 

Critical Part:- 

 Western powers interfered in Syria to promote their respective interests and not democratic rights of 
Syrians. 

 Earlier revolution like Tunisian were successful as they involved non-violent mass participation rather 
than extremists groups armed by western powers. 

 Many west backed extremists later developed into terrorist organizations like IS and Nusara Front which 
are now spreading global terrorism. 

 American stand of no solution without departure of Assad government ignoring ground realities which 
were different from Libya and Egypt. 

 No military action of ground by western troops prolonged the violent conflict as Syrian extremists not 
strong enough to defeat Syrian army. 

 Failure of UN to build a consensus among US and Russia on possible solution 

Conclusion:- 

Common Syrians have become pawn in the strategic game being played between different powers in Syria. It 
is critical that Russia and US should work together under UN umbrella along with other stakeholders to 
formulate a solution considering ground realities, welfare of Syrians and refugees across Europe. 
 

Q) Discuss India’s emerging relationship with Kenya and its significance for Africa and India itself. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

India-Kenya relations- 

 Recently Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta visited India and participated in Vibrant Gujarat Global 
summit as a special guest and also had meeting with Indian Prime Minister in New Delhi. 

 At the summit-level dialogue in Delhi, the two leaders have given momentum to deepening bilateral ties, 
with the focus most likely to be on strengthening economic cooperation. Kenya is an important trade and 
investment partner for India. Bilateral trade was US$ 4.235 billion during 2014-15. India’s exports were 
worth nearly US$ 4.12 billion. 

 Diverse sectors in Kenya, such as energy, pharmaceuticals, textiles, agriculture and financial services may 
receive greater involvement of India Inc. Some major Indian corporates, including the Tatas, Reliance, 
Essar, Kirloskars and Dr. Reddy’s, are flourishing in Kenya.  

 India has announced a $100 million Line of Credit to Kenya for agricultural mechanization in the recent 
meet between the leaders of the both nations.  

 MoUs on defence cooperation, space technology, Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement, Housing and 
expertize sharing on Bureau of Indian Standards. 

Significance for India- 

 Both India and Kenya cooperate in providing maritime security in Indian Ocean. The littorals of East Africa 
serve as a gateway to the wider Indian Ocean Region. This region not only hosts large energy reserves, 
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but also is home to some of the world’s most important strategic waterways and congested, ambush-
prone maritime chokepoints. Through these chokepoints, more than 50 percent of Africa’s maritime 
energy trade passes. 

 India and Kenya are focussed on quick operationalisation of defence cooperation. Some of the specific 
areas of priority would be hydrography, communication networks, anti-piracy, capacity building, 
exchanges and defence medical cooperation. 

 Kenya stands as good market for Indian exports such as pharmaceutical, Automobile and IT sector. 

 Long-term arrangement with Kenya for production and import of pulses is being explored and discussed. 

Significance for Africa- 

 The India-Kenya relationship does not only hold potential for these two countries but for the whole of 
the continent. Similarly American President Donald Trump is more focused on Europe and Asia-Pacific. 
Thus India has many opportunities to get along with Africa. 

 The East African Community (EAC), comprising Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and South 
Sudan, has emerged as one of the most successful of Africa’s Regional Economic Communities. Having 
established a customs union, it is building a single market and wants to set up a monetary union. This 
organization is hungry for more foreign investment. India can provide this much needed capital which 
would strengthen their relations with India. 

 India’s Africa policy is broadly in line with Agenda 2063, promoted by the African Union. Thus India could 
contribute in the progress and development of Africa. 

 India could cooperate with Africa in fields like Climate change, terrorism, renewable energy, containing 
piracy etc. 

 African continent is resource rich but lacks advance technology and expertise. India could contribute in 
using African resources for the benefit of Africa. Ultimately prosperous Africa is good not only for India 
but also for the whole world. 

Conclusion- 

Having shared historical and cultural bonds, India and Kenya have great potential to come together and build 
partnership which would not only help both countries but to the whole of African continent. 
 

Q) Various parliamentary committees have contributed immensely to the policy debate in 

Parliament. However, their work has always been behind closed doors. Do you think their 

proceedings should be open to the public in the form of televised format? Critically comment. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Parliamentary committees have important role to play in the overall functioning of parliament. However in 
the era of openness and transparency questions have been raised against the secret functioning of these 
committees and some demands have been made towards the opening up the parliamentary committee’s 
debates to the public. 

Should proceedings of parliamentary committees be open to public? 

No, because- 

 Secret meetings promote the free exchange of ideas between participating MPs. 

 The absence of cameras live telecasting its proceedings discourages political grandstanding. 

 It may lead to fracturing of decision making process as a result of divisions in the body. 
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 Closed door mechanisms are necessary for sensitive matters like defense and foreign relations to 
maintain the secrecy. 

 Public opinions are many a times swayed by emotional motives which will hinder the pragmatism 
required while making decisions. 

Yes, because- 

 Public accountability can resolve the problem of low attendance by MPs to parliamentary committee’s 
meetings. It would also ensure that political parties follow norms while nominating the MPs to different 
committees. 

 It will bring transparency and openness to the whole law making process. 

 It will make government more accountable to people as public scrutiny will prompt it to take decisions 
to promote Welfare state. 

 It will make public more politically literate and present them with opportunity to understand lawmaking 
process and law makers better and will enhance their decision making power. 

 The examples from other countries like USA, UK present positive picture of having open and transparent 
discussion of committees. 

Way forward- 

 There have been a few examples of the opening up of legislative committees in India. Last year, a 
committee of the Delhi Vidhan Sabha looking at irregularities in sports administration bodies of cricket 
and hockey allowed the press to view its proceedings. In 2008, the Goa Vidhan Sabha had also opened 
up its committee meetings to both the public and press. In the 13th Lok Sabha, given the widespread 
public interest, the chairman of the joint committee examining the Stock Market Scam briefed the press 
at the end of each committee meeting. 

 It is a right time for our parliamentary committees to open their doors when witnesses are testifying 
before them. It can be done in multiple ways. The easiest will be to permit Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 
television to telecast the testimony of witnesses. Allowing the press to observe the evidence can be used 
to supplement it. Publication of the transcript of testimony is another low-hanging fruit when it comes 
to opening the committees. The final step can be allowing the general public to view evidence 
proceedings of committees. 

 The rules of parliament provide some avenues for opening committee meetings. For example, rule 269 
of the rules of procedure of the Lok Sabha gives the chairman of a committee the discretion to allow 
evidence presented before it to either be treated as confidential or made public. 

 It takes a minimum of three months to finalise the report of a parliamentary committee. The current 
rules can be amended to enable uploading of the evidence given before the committees before the final 
report is published. 

The changes to the working of parliamentary committees are essential steps for securing openness and 
transparency. They also have the added advantage of strengthening Parliament’s accountability. 
 

Q) The Government of India has finally decided to ratify the International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

Convention 182 on the worst forms of child labour and Convention 138 on Minimum Age of 

Employment. Discuss significance of ratification of these conventions. Also examine why it took so 

long for India to ratify these conventions. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Preamble: “the effective elimination of the worst forms of child labour requires immediate and 
comprehensive action.” 
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Convention: The Convention is a legally binding agreement between countries on a specific issue calling for 
particular actions.  

ILO Convention 182: Adopted in June 1999, the ILO Convention 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour sets 
an international legal standard to protect children from some of the most extreme forms of exploitation.  

The Worst Forms of Child Labour: 

 Child slavery (including the sale and trafficking of children, debt bondage, and forced recruitment for 
armed conflict) 

 Child prostitution and pornography 

 The use of children for illicit activities (such as drug trafficking) 

 Any hazardous work which is likely to harm the health, safety or morals of children 

ILO CONVENTION 138:- 

 The Convention concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment, is an Conventionadopted in 
1973 by the International Labour Organization. It requires ratifying states to pursue a national policy 
designed to ensure the effective abolition of child labour and to raise progressively the minimum age for 
admission to employment or work. The convention (number C138 of ILO) replaces several similar ILO 
conventions in specific fields of labour. 

 Child labour perpetuates poverty and illiteracy. At present as per NSSO Survey 4.98 million child labour 
are present in India which suggests urgent need to address this issue. 

Significance of the ratification: 

 ILO convention 182 on prohibition of worst form of child labour will deal with organized crimes such as 
human trafficking, drug mafia, debt-bondage, child prostitution which are rampant in South Asian 
countries especially in India as per UNICEF Report. The ratification will bring focus and specific provision 
to curb these issues to reduce child abuse and criminal activities. 

 ILO convention 138 on minimum age of employment will fix the age to 18 years so no child below 18 year 
age can be employed in any form of employment. So this provision has potential to remove menace of 
child labour from India. 

Reasons for delay in ratification: 

 Lack of moral courage, social empathy and political will on policy maker’s side are the prime reasons 
behind more than 17 years delay to ratify them. 

 India’s socio-economic condition which inherited poverty and transferred to the next generation which 
forced the child to do domestic works in place of opting education. So onus lies on state that state didn’t 
addressed the issue of poverty and illiteracy adequately. 

 The convention 182 , 138 could not be ratified so far because it mandates the age of 18 years for 
prohibition of children from employment in specified hazardous occupations whereas according to the 
Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Act, 1986, the minimum specified age for employment in the 
hazardous occupations is 14 years. But the new act amended in 2016 States that adolescent (14-18age) 
can’t be employed in hazardous work hence now India can ratify it in it’s complete form. 

Conclusion:- 

Child labour is the worst form of social evil and socio-economic problem that takes away the basic human right 
of children to develop. As children are regarded as future of nation investment in their development can be 
regarded as investment in nation’s future development so such investment in safe childhood will make India 
safer place to live especially for children. 
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Q) What does the Article 50 of the European Union treaty say? Recently the Britain Supreme Court 

ruled that without the approval of their parliament, Brexit campaigners could not trigger Article 50 

of the EU treaty. Discuss significance of this ruling. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

BBC 

Introduction:- 

Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union is a part of European Union law that sets out the process by which 
member states may withdraw from the European Union. It has been extensively debated after the referendum 
held in the United Kingdom on 23 June 2016 in which 51.9% of those voting favoured the United Kingdom’s 
withdrawal from the European Union. 

Once Article 50 is triggered, there is a two-year time limit to complete negotiations. If negotiations do not 
result in a ratified agreement, the seceding country and EU would follow World Trade Organisation rules 
on tariffs. 

This article was used for the first and so far only time by the United Kingdom on 29 March 2017. 

ARTICLE 50 

 Any Member State may decide to withdraw from the Union in accordance with its own constitutional 
requirements. 

 A Member State which decides to withdraw shall notify the European Council of its intention. In the light 
of the guidelines provided by the European Council, the Union shall negotiate and conclude an agreement 
with that State, setting out the arrangements for its withdrawal, taking account of the framework for its 
future relationship with the Union. That agreement shall be negotiated in accordance with Article 218(3) 
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. It shall be concluded on behalf of the Union by 
the Council, acting by a qualified majority, after obtaining the consent of the European Parliament. 

 The Treaties shall cease to apply to the State in question from the date of entry into force of the 
withdrawal agreement or, failing that, two years after the notification referred to in paragraph 2, unless 
the European Council, in agreement with the Member State concerned, unanimously decides to extend 
this period. 

 For the purposes of paragraphs 2 and 3, the member of the European Council or of the Council 
representing the withdrawing Member State shall not participate in the discussions of the European 
Council or Council or in decisions concerning it. 

A qualified majority shall be defined in accordance with Article 238(3)(b) of the Treaty on the Functioning 
of the European Union. 

 If a State which has withdrawn from the Union asks to rejoin, its request shall be subject to the procedure 
referred to in Article 49. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF RULLING:- 

 Legal-The ruling upholds rule of law and requires parliamentary endorsement of Brexit legislation, not 
just ministerial approval. This is necessary because withdrawal from EU will cut off EU law which is a main 
source of UK law. 

 Democratic-The ruling ensures scrutiny of Brexit legislation by Parliament. Thus various parties can 
propose amendments to protect certain rights enjoyed by citizens which will be affected by Brexit. 

 Institutional-The ruling clarified that the devolved legislatures of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
will not be consulted on the Brexit legislation. This could mobilize public opinion in Scotland for a second 
referendum on independence from EU, given Scotland completely rejected Brexit in the referendum. 

 Diplomatic-Since Brexit will have to be approved by British Parliament there will be greater clarity on its 
features. This will reduce uncertainty for prospective trade partners and businesses. 
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Q) Discuss the significance of the recently concluded Astana talks on the Syrian conflict for the 

international diplomacy and conflict resolution. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Recently three nations, Russia, Iran and Turkey held talks in the Kazakhstan’s capital Astana to find amicable 
solution to the Syrian crisis. The Syrian government and the armed opposition sat together for the first time 
in six years.  A Syrian opposition delegation and representatives of Bashar al-Assad’s government discussed 
how to extend a previously negotiated ceasefire. The formal title of the Astana talks is International Meeting 
on Syrian Settlement. Astana was chosen to host the talks because the Kazakh government is considered 
neutral by all parties. 

Significance of the recently concluded talks- 

 Astana talks resulted into setting up a trilateral monitoring body to enforce the ceasefire that came into 
effect last month. However the final stature of the body is yet to be finalized. 

 The 3 nations will use their influence in pushing other countries and groups to accord to the ceasefire. 

 Both the Syrian government and the Syrian opposition forces did not signed the final accord with the 
opposition party claiming to bring up another draft in the nest meeting at Geneva. 

 Both Russia and Turkey have adhered in their effort to reach a peace deal but the Syrian government is 
still skeptical about the intentions of Iran. 

 The Iranians are adamant in their demand for other foreign countries to leave the region. 

 Turkey on the other hand sees the new body as a source to push Russia to conclude ceasefire between 
Syrian government and Iran as Moscow has good relations with both of them. Thus Russia is acting as a 
moderator in the conflict. 

 Russia has proposed future constitution for Syria, including a path to new governing system, a 
referendum and elections to the opposition outfit. 

 Also an agreement was reached to separate the involvement of IS from the various parties and thereby 
raise a combined strike the violent extremist group. 

 Previous ceasefire agreements have failed because of a lack of trust and differences over UN resolutions 
on distributing aid and on a political transition in Syria. Nevertheless, the joint statement urges the 
international community to support a political process. 

Conclusion- 

The war has seen millions of human causalities and also loss of huge economy of all the countries involved. 
With the likely withdrawal of USA, the war would no longer be a power struggle between US and Russia and 
thereby a conclusive peace deal will be easier to be agreed upon by the nations. 
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