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Synopsis: General Studies Paper – 1  

Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times 

Q) Do you think  arts bring people belonging to different classes and races together? In the light of 

recent editions of Urur Olcott Kuppam Vizha, critically analyse. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The music, dance and drama festival known as Urur Olcott Kuppam Margazhi Vizha is held in an open area 
facing the sea with an aim to recognize the power of art in evoking the oneness of life and the samenesses of 
human societies. The festival is innovative is its approach as it also involves beach clean-up drives, crowd-
funding of costs, social-media promos and other complimentary events. 

Arts – Bridges the gap 

 Platform to forgotten:-Opportunity for one forgotten exquisite to perform alongside other exquisites – 
for Villupaattu (bow song) recited by Carnatic artists, or Paraiattam (precurssion instrument) setting the 
beat for Bharatanatyam thus removing artistic barriers. 

 Non-exclusive audience:-Brings classical and non-classical tradition to the rural areas (fishermen, beach 
stall vendors, agriculturists etc ) and offer them unique opportunity to savour these forms which are 
generally enjoyed by urban elites 

 Promotes social cohesion:-Rural-Urban intermingling during festival given urban people an opportunity 
to learn about how adjacent fishing villages have contributed to the heritage of the Chennai. 

 Celebrating life:-Collectively honors the good deeds (rescue work during Chennai floods) while also 
mourns for those who lost their lives thus enhancing emotional connect and solidarity between one 
another. 

 Entry to all:-The festival is held in the open, on the Urur Olcott Kuppam beach and the venue is not 
exclusive (Zero entry fees) and is accessible to all, thus promoting equality (Artists also perform for free). 

 Change in mindset:-Women volunteers and artists eagerly participate, and play important role in 
decision-making thus bridging the gender gap and change in patriarchal attitude. 

Art used to develop crack in the bridge 

 Aesthetic tension:-Race for recognizing one’s art as more superior than others, results into tension 
between artists with dominant group trying to impose their form. 

 Lack of promotion:-Except this event very less support (financially, politically) is available for the 
marginalized art forms. 

 Language barrier:-Carnatic tradition is much diverse in itself, with different small multi-lingual groups. 

 Forgotten cultural identity:-Westernization of culture has decreased the relevance of indigeneous Art 
forms where modern people see these forms as sign of backwardness, thus limiting its capability. 

Difference between artist and intellectual is that ‘An intellectual says a simple thing in a hard way. An artist 
says a hard thing in a simple way’. Thus, Arts surpass the artificial barriers created by we humans, and directly 
connects with one’s soul. The festival has a very noble cause, however additional efforts are needed to 
promote such indigenous forms which serve as a true hallmark for ‘Unity in Diversity’ 
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Q) Discuss the contribution of women to Indian classical music in the twentieth century, especially 

in patronizing music related organizations. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Indian classical music has got a long and rich history with its origin in vedic period. In society where male 
dominance was intrinsically nurtured in every walk of life, music was no exception. Women had to break the 
customs and fight rebelliously against the societal norms for rights and position in the sphere of Indian classical 
music. A list of some of the prominent women musicians in the 20th century is given below. 

 Hindustani music (North India): Begum Akhtar, Girija Devi, Gangubai Hungal, Kishori Amonkar, 
Parveen Sultana, Anurahda Pal 

 Carnatic music (South India): D. K. Pattammal, M. S. Subbalakshmi, M. L. Vasantha Kumari 

 Sufi music: Abida Parveen, Shubha Mudgal 

 Bollywood music: Lata Mangeshkar 

Evolution and rise of women in music has greatly contributed to the cause of popularization of Indian classical 
music. In the twentieth century, with rise in constitutional and societal standards of women, coupled with 
renewed interests in history and classical art forms, more and more women musicians and organizations with 
strong traditional links had flourished. Contribution of some of them- 

 Sabha Culture: Alamelu Jayarama Iyer was the first woman to run a Sabha. She founded Muthialpet Sri 
Venkatesa Bhakta Sabha for providing the platform to young talent and remunerating them. It was in 
1920s and 1930s sabhas got popularity in Madras. The Music Academy, the RR Sabha and several others 
such as the short-lived Vainika Gayaka Sabha, the Sangita Shala and the Jagannatha Bhakta Sabha came 
up then. 

 Popularization: Singer like Begum Akhtar and MS. Subbalaksmi popularized the music. Where Begum 
Akhtar contributed towards popularization odf Ghazals and Thumri , MS Subbalakshmi popularized 
Carnatic music all over the world. 

 Research: E.g: Dr. Sumati Mutatkar apart from being a vocalist from Agra Gharana also supervised 
numerous research programs in the field of music, as well published several books on the subject. 

 Fellowship: Women musicians like C Sarashwati Bai, Anjani Bai Malpekar, have been conferred with 
Sangeet Natak Akademi fellowships. 

 Anuradha pal has made a remarkable place in playing classical musical instrument widely known as male 
dominated field.BBC radio called among top 5 female musician of India. 

 Singers like Lata Mangeshgar are from Gwalior Gharana has contributed as singer, composer has 
promoted classical music and evolved it under different Bollywood songs which attracts world’s attention 
in modern times. 

 Veenai Dhanammal: She was a highly accomplished Carnatic musician, and the torchbearer of the school 
of Carnatic music that goes by her name. She was both a vocalist and a performer on the Saraswati veena. 
The prefix “Veenai” in her name is an indicator of her exceptional mastery of that instrument. 

 Begum Akhtar: She was a well-known Indian singer of Ghazal, Dadra, and a Thumri genre of Hindustani 
classical music. She was given the title of Mallika-e-Ghazal (Queen of Ghazals). 

Conclusion- 

Women have contributed immensely in almost every aspects of Indian classical music and the music still 
continues to evolve as a result of such contributions. 
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Q) What began as an admirably peaceful protest against restrictions on jallikattu, the Tamil 

tradition of bull taming, these protests have mutated into violent hooliganism, police crackdowns 

and expression of Tamil chauvinism. Examine arguments made for and against jallikattu, and 

critically comment on implications of these protests turning out to be identity based movement. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Hindu 

Arguments in favor of Jallikattu- 

 Innumerable references have found in the ancient Tamil literature and it is the symbolic of Tamil cultural 
identity. 

 It provides financial support to the rural poor whose livelihood depends on it. 

 Jallikattu bulls are considered to be the fertile breed therefore helps in preserving indigenous breed of 
milch animals. 

 Participation in warrior sport of Jallikattu has been considered as evidence of their masculinity. 

Arguments against Jallikattu- 

 The evidences of cruelty during the sport has provided by the People for Ethical Treatment of Animals 
(PETA) and Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI). 

 It is being played in only some of the territories of Tamil Nadu so it cannot be called as representation of 
Tamilian culture as a whole. 

 It has been distorted from its earlier form where only one person per bull was involved but now a hoard 
of people chase a single bull. 

 There are other possible ways to preserve the native breed. 

 Supreme Court has extended Art. 21 to cover the life of animals, so constitutionally invalid. 

Implications of protest turning identity based movement- 

 This can set wrong precedent as Jallikattu was reinstated by nullifying the order of Supreme Court. 
Further it can initiate similar identity based protest in other parts of country. For eg Maharashtra 
government is thinking to start bull racing with the similar process. 

 Excessive emphasis of one’s culture may alienate that community from rest of the country. 

 This shows thevulnerability of even peaceful apolitical protests to political tinkering and the violent 
nature it can take for political ends. 

 Political parties support such movements to gain political advantage. In this case both the prominent 
political parties in Tamil Nadu gave unequivocal support rather than discussing the real issues surrounded 
to Jallikattu. 

Conclusion- 

Though sub-national identities are important and integral part of Indian society, they should not be made to 
stand against constitutional values and principles. The political leaders should stand up to any protest turning 
violent and must seek amicable solutions without resorting to appeasement. 
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Q) Dance in India has had a long and chequered history: from being seen as sacred and spiritual to 

getting proscribed for being perceived as profane, debauched and carnal. Critically examine how 

women and their role was depicted in various dance forms during the colonial India. Also examine 

how Rabindranath Tagore depicted women in various art forms, especially in dance and drama. 

(200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction:- 

Indian Natya is an amalgamation of dance, drama and music. Indian mythology and history are replete with 
examples of dance forms and expressions. Starting from Bronze dancing girl of Indus Valley Civilization to many 
temple architecture, dance is imbibed as a cultural heritage of our country. 

Women and their role during colonial Era:- 

 Women Image and perceived role has changed during colonial era with changing understanding of British 
about Indian traditions and various legislations brought about British during their role. 

 Early phase – British equated dancers to nautch girls. 

 The enchantment component degraded with time making dance performance vulgar for British audience 
loosing aesthetic standards of dance as art form. 

 In South India devadasi was considered as equivalent to legalized Prostitution and The Anti-Nautch Bill 
passed in 1911, finally proscribed the Sadir dance and abolished the devadasi institution. 

 The anti-nautch campaigners admonished existing dance practices confusing it with an act of soliciting 
sexual candidature 

 Revival of their art as “classical” traditional dance as part of nationalist movement which sought to 
bestow “dignity” and “integrity” to Indian culture, be it in art, sculpture, music or dance to counter 
colonial allegations of moral degradation. 

 Indian classical dance came to represent a sanitized Hindu version of India’s past and became the 
repositoryof “spirituality” which was thought to be lost with years of repeated onslaughts of “foreign” 
rule. 

 In the world forum, Indian dance was gradually gaining visibility from the beginning of the 20th century 
ex revival of the Sadir form was Rukmini Devi Arundale, who founded the Kalakshetra, a dance academy 
which workedtowards promoting the ancient dance form in a new format called the Bharatnatyam 
infusing into it the basic tenets of the rasatheory as propounded in Bharata’s Natya Shastra. 

 Poet Vallathol reformed Kathakali and Madame Menaka refashioned Kathak 

 Modern dance in India revolutionised or democratised gender aspects. 

 In Bengal Tagore bestowed the status of art to dance by including and promoting dance in Santiniketan. 

 Men in the performance arena were great embarrassment for the Bengali gentry 

Tagore’s views and efforts:- 

 Initially Tagore seemed to have held little regard for public dance performers but later he performed 
important role in growth of dance as art in his university. 

 It was Tagore who bestowed the status of art to dance. 

 Tagore advocated teaching of dance to both male and female students in his university, he also 
encouraged stage performances where women from respectable households were cast in roles where 
they were required to dance on stage before an audience. 

 He organized an event called Geetotshab where songs, poetry, recitation were organized. 
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 Dance was incorporated in the Santiniketan curriculum since the 1920s thereby increasing respect for 
Dance forms. 

 He brought foreign dance (ballet) and dances from other region (manipuri) to his university thus 
popularizing them. 

 Many of his dance dramas have women as central character. 

 In Tagore’s universe, dance and the stage allowed equal opportunities to both men and women to use 
their bodies to liberate themselves from their gender inscribed bodies. 

Conclusion:- 

Role of women in Dance has improved over years after reaching rock bottom during Medieval times early 
British phase. Still devdasi pratha is followed in some places in country and need to be curbed. Dance as part 
of art form and importance as provided by Bharat Muni In Natya Shahstra need to be restored fully. Folkdances 
play a major role in national integration hence need preservation and promotion. 
 

Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues 

Q) Discuss Gandhiji’s approach to politics and relevance of his approach to democracies around the 

world. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Gandhi’s success as a universal gadfly goes far beyond his national stature as the founding father of modern 
India. As such, his universal message could be measured by his immense impact on all forms of dissent against 
unjust regimes. As such, Gandhi has become a part of the moral conscience of humanity. His name and 
achievements symbolize a sense of revolt against injustice.  

Gandhiji’s approach to politics- 

 Non-violence and Satyagraha- for Gandhiji non-violence was a brave act of dissent. “My non-violence is 
not merely kindness to all living creatures,” wrote Gandhi in his journal Harijan. “Ahimsa is the highest 
ideal. It is meant for the brave, never for the cowardly.” Gandhiji’s Satyagraha rested on a philosophical 
belief that non-violence is a struggle against wickedness and hypocrisy. Moreover, it is the highest form 
of moral intervention against falsehood and injustice in the public space. 

 Courage: Courage to fight for the right even if it leads to loneliness that leading to taking independent 
stand against ruler, larger society or leading to sacrifice of one’s own life. 

 Faith in the masses- Mahatma Gandhi had immense faith in the abilities of masses. His political strategy 
to fight British was mainly centered around the mass movements. 

 Ethical and Moral perspective- Mahatma Gandhi’s political approach revolved around the ethics and 
morality. Even when British unleashed violence and oppression, he never adopted tit-for-tat approach. 
He opposed British rule primarily on this basis. The best example was he supported British efforts against 
NAZI and Fascist coalition in the 2nd 

 Self-determination– He was great upholder of the principle of self-determination. Thus he supported 
freedom movements outside India also. 

 Decentralized approach- He supported decentralized approach of development where village would be 
main focus of development. 

Gandhi considered politics as an instrument for the uplift of mankind in social, economic, moral and spiritual 
spheres. 
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Relevance of his approach to democracies around the world- 

 His approach of self-determination needed for countries still reeling under the dictator and authoritarian 
rulers. Further countries engulfed in the civil wars like Syria should be allowed to have sovereign state 
built on the wishes of the Syrian people. 

 The use of non-violent means to achieve morally endowed ends like demand for justice against 
irresponsible, unacceptable government e.g. Arab spring, Anna Hazare’s movement etc. 

 The organizations like Islamic State have unleashed the violence in countries like Iran, Syria, Afghanistan 
etc. In such cases countries around the world should take moral and ethical stand and unite against the 
wrong by cooperating each other. 

 In many countries even including India, historically oppressed classes and minorities are facing 
discriminatory treatment. Gandhiji fought his all life for removing these conditions and worked for 
upliftment of such classes. He even fought against racial biases in South Africa. Thus countries around 
the world should take inspiration from this great social reformer and should aspire for truly egalitarian 
society. 

Conclusion- 

After almost 65 years of martyrdom, Gandhi is now more relevant on global level than before. Specially, after 
9/11 of 2001, Gandhi is remembered more with reverence than merely casually. He is being recognized as a 
great leader of action, a Liberator and a Prophet Martyr all over the universe. What is needed at the hour is 
to implement his deeds, actions and thoughts into practice and thus, his relevance in different fields is 
unquestionable and unchallengeable. 
 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 

/contributions from different parts of the country. 

Q) Discuss features, significance and relevance of Mahatma Gandhi’s Champaran movement. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The Champaran Movement of Bihar in 1917 was a result of the long colonial oppressive “teenkathiya 
system” where the planters forced cultivators to grow indigo in 3/20th parts of their lands. 
Features: 

 It was Gandhiji’s first movement in India based on his policy oftruth and non-violence. 

 It was fought for the economic demands of the peasants. 

 It was contributed by intelligentsia of the time such as Rajendra Prasad, J.B.Kriplani etc. 

 He followed strategy of political persuasion to eliminate this system instead of defying the political 
establishment. 

Significance: 

 It scaled up the local issue of peasants into widespread national struggle against the colonial govt. 

 Gandhi believed in attacking the symbolic dominance of the planters rather than monetary one. Ex-he 
settled with the Indigo Commission’s recommendations of returning 25% of illegal dues to the peasants 
by the planters instead of full amount which was a big blow on planters prestige and position. 

Relevance: 

 Constructive Politics: wherein the opposition parties’ opinion should be taken into account to resolve any 
issue instead of frequent disruption. Ex-Parliament disruption on demonetization issues. 
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 To bring in social reform being within the ambit of law and order and cooperating with the govt. Ex-  
Naxalism, LWE, etc. 

 Inclusive growth by taking every section of society together involving marginalised groups. 
Thus, the movement is of great relevance even after 100 years in a complex political and democratic 
system in order to realize Gandhiji’s dream of India. 

Conclusion:– 

 In this sense, the symbolic significance of the this satyagraha was much greater than what actually happened 
in Champaran. Along with the Kheda Satyagraha of 1917-1918, the Champaran Satyagraha was the movement 
responsible for putting Gandhi on the front seat of the Indian nationalist movement and making satyagraha a 
powerful tool of civilian resistance. 
 

Q)  Subhash Chandra Bose continues to be popular among Indian masses and is fondly remembered 

when compared to other national leaders. How did Bose’s vision differ other national leaders, 

especially from Nehru’s vision? Critically examine. Also examine what makes him more popular. 

(200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Subhash Chandra Bose remains the fascinating figure in the history of freedom struggle of India. He saw his 
efforts and INA as complementing the mainstream freedom struggle led by Gandhi and the Congress. This was 
most likely due to the deep seated conviction of all these leaders in the secular and liberal values and the 
criticality of those values not only in the fight for India’s independence but also for her future. 

Similarities between Subhash Bose and Pandit Nehru- 

 Nehru was a close ideological comrade of Bose in the Indian National Congress. The leftward radicalism 
of Nehru and Bose was counterbalanced in the Congress by the rightwing guard of Rajendra Prasad, C. 
Rajagopalachari and Vallabhbhai Patel. M.K. Gandhi was the tallest leader for both groups. 

 Both were inclined towards leftward radicalism that supports social equality and egalitarianism which 
countered rightwing views of Rajendra Prasad, C. Rajagopalachari and Vallabhbhai Patel. Nehru and Bose 
also believed in having a strong centre with a higher degree of autonomy to minority provinces 

 Bose’s views on the economy were almost identical to those of Nehru. It was under Bose’s Congress 
presidency that a national planning committee—the predecessor to the post-independence Planning 
Commission—was formed and Nehru took over as its first chairman. 

 Both Nehru and Bose believed in dominant role of state in economy. The national reconstruction of India, 
in Bose’s vision, would be carried out with the primary role marked for the public sector and a planning 
commission at the helm. 

Ideological differences between Subhash Chandra Bose and other nationalist leaders like Pandit Nehru- 

 The difference between Nehru and Bose was the latter’s alacrity in departing from Gandhian ideals of 
non-violence to pursue the cause of Indian independence. Bose, as opposed to Nehru and Gandhi, was 
also ready to take the help of Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy to dismantle the British Empire in India. 

 During Subhash Bose’s stay in Germany and Japan, he tilted towards authoritarian. In a speech delivered 
at Tokyo University in November 1944, Bose said, “… modern progressive thought in India is in favour of 
a State of an authoritarian character, which will work as an organ, or as the servant of the masses, and 
not a clique or of a few rich individuals.” Other leaders like Nehru remain steadfast supporters of 
democratic values. 

 Mahatma Gandhi believed in village led development and stressed on improving rural economy. An 
economic modernist, Bose believed in rapid industrialization, with a special emphasis on heavy industries. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/25/1-subhash-chandra-bose-continues-popular-among-indian-masses-fondly-remembered-compared-national-leaders-boses-vision-differ-national-leaders-especially-f/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/25/1-subhash-chandra-bose-continues-popular-among-indian-masses-fondly-remembered-compared-national-leaders-boses-vision-differ-national-leaders-especially-f/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/25/1-subhash-chandra-bose-continues-popular-among-indian-masses-fondly-remembered-compared-national-leaders-boses-vision-differ-national-leaders-especially-f/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/25/1-subhash-chandra-bose-continues-popular-among-indian-masses-fondly-remembered-compared-national-leaders-boses-vision-differ-national-leaders-especially-f/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/UERF8gAQ6MPckcHzMdcpLK/Subhas-Chandra-Bose-the-leading-nationalist.html


www.insightsonindia.com 11 © Insights IAS 

Bose was all for scientific advancement of agricultural practices but he saw a large-scale industrial 
revolution as the only solution to the problems of poverty and unemployment. 

Reasons for popularity of Subhash Bose- 

 Extreme nationalism –the freedom of India took the first priority in the mind of Subhash Bose and he was 
ready to take help of even enemy of British in this quest. His selfless love, passion and readiness to 
sacrifice life for mother nation ignited the spirits in youth and attracted them towards him. 

 Subhash Bose was a great leader who led by example and hypnotized the masses with his oratory skills. 
This enhanced his popularity beyond limits. 

 Reinvigorated freedom strugglewhen Congress was much inactive during WW-II years through his 
motivational speeches and gave slogans like “Give me blood and I will give you freedom”, Dilli Chalo, ‘Jai 
Hind’ (adopted by Govt of India and Armed forces later). 

 He was secularist having a scientific outlook, was a devout Hindu but rejected the orthodox caste system 
and adopted ‘modernism’, and believed in gender equality (Rani Jhansi regiment). 

Conclusion- 

Subhash Chandra Bose and Pandit Nehru were tallest personalities during the freedom struggle and 
contribution of both the leaders proved important for India. Though both the leaders adopted different stance 
for the fight against British, their love and integrity towards nations were unquestioned. 
 

Topic: World history 

Q) Why is Russia viewed as threat to world order, especially by the US and other western powers? 

Do you think, in the post-Cold War era Russia is a major threat to world peace? Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Russia is viewed as a threat especially by the USA and other western powers because of traditional hostilities 
starting from October Revolution (1917), WWII and Cold War and have been generally strained barring few 
alliances (eg-Gulf War). Recent dip in the relations and Russia being viewed as threat to world peace due to 
following factors- 

 Russia’s sustained bid in East Europe for maintaining her hegemony- Georgia war, Ukraine crisis, 
Annexation of Crimea. 

 Recent intervention in US – asylum to Edward Snowden and alleged cyber intervention in US elections of 
2016. 

 Divergence in foreign policy in the ongoing Syrian crisis as well as Russia’s negotiation with the Taliban in 
Afghanistan. 

 Nuclear issue: on the issue it brings suspicion on the policy of Russia because it supports peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy and condemns its destructive use against human but it is supporting North korea to 
develop nuclear warheads. 

 Use of biological weapon: here also its role remain suspicious because it is supporting Syrian government 
which alleged of using biological weapon. 

 Oceanic trade security: it seems like it is not in support of freedom of navigation. On south china sea it is 
in support of china even after International court of justice ruling. 

 Cyber security: it is alleged of various state sponsored cyber thefts in western countries. 

 Interference in the internal matters of countries: Russia recently interfered in US elections and played a 
central role in Crimea annexation. 
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 Arm race: both us and russia signed stretagic arms reduction treaty but concrete achievements could not 
be achieved by both the nations. 

While Russia pursues an aggressive foreign policy especially in East European (erstwhile USSR) regions, USA 
and Europe have also Via NATO forces intervened in Yugoslavia, Iraq (post 9/11) and allegedly in Russian 
elections (2011) and therefore have been equally responsible for escalation of tensions and nuclear arms 
race(deployment of forces/warheads in Poland). So calling Russia a threat will be a one sided judgement and 
hence not justified. 

The USA , Europe and Russia are dominant powers and need to balance each others’ foreign interests to 
maintain peace- it will not only prevent future wars but also will de-escalate the world- wide arms race which 
stems over from their intervention/proxy wars/ funding. A stable world needs them to cooperate and 
contribute to common threats like climate change and sustainability where emerging/ poorer nations find 
themselves incapable in the long run. 
 

Topic: Secularism 

Q) What impact do you think the Supreme Court verdict on the section 123(3) of the 

Representation of the People Act, 1951, will have on Indian politics? Also examine significance of 

this judgement to secularism. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

SC upheld in a recent verdict that as per section 123 (3) of RPA seeking votes in the name of religion, caste, 
race, community and language is a corrupt practice and extends to the electorate as well who vote on the 
basis of community/religion. India where elections are being increasingly polarized and vote bank politics 
becoming a salience, this judgement may have a huge impact on Indian politics: 

Positive impact- 

 Judgement strives to make socio-economic development as the main agenda of elections as against 
garnering votes in the name of religion, caste, community etc. which will eventually help in raising social 
parameters such as education, health, women empowerment, equality for vulnerable sections etc. 

 Judgement seeks to promote peace and harmony between people who were earlier being divided on 
communal lines by vested interests. 

 The judgment is one more step in cleansing the Indian politics which has marred by caste and religious 
overtones. 

 Judgement gives teeth to the Election Commission by empowering it to disqualify candidature as 
recommended by the 2nd ARC, and could lead to fair elections. 

At the same time the dissenting judges have warned that as religion and caste have been integral part of Indian 
culture and politics, there could not be blanket ban on it in elections. Thus the negative implications of such 
ban could be- 

 Social mobilization as an instrument to bring marginalized sections into mainstream may be hampered 
as they may not find a platform to assert their upliftment. 

 The judgement may undermine the rights of marginalized and minority sections of the population. 

 The judgement may hamper the efforts towards ending the caste and religion based discrimination as 
such a blanket ban would prevent candidates from raising issues related to religion, etc. 

 In an Indian context, there are socioeconomic issues specific to particular communities. For example, will 
campaigning for Dalit empowerment count as caste-based canvassing? such questions are unanswered 
through this judgement. 
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Significance of this judgement to secularism- 

 It upholds the basic structure of constitution which is secular in nature. 

Judgement asserts that the state and religion has to be kept separate as religion is a person’s private 
affair. 

 It gives a wider interpretation to the phrase Free Speech restricting it from promoting enmity between 
religious groups and caste communities. 

 Judgement will encourage secular out look of society in politics. 

Conclusion- 

Although there are mixed view about the judgement, the intention behind the it is indeed noble and in the 
direction of strengthening secular fabric of the nation. 
 

Topic: Social empowerment 

Q) A survey has found that in Indian metros a majority of the most educated and historically well-

to-do communities do not feel that people from marginalised groups should get government 

support for representation in social and public spheres. Critically examine why such opinion on 

reservation persists and how it can be changed. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background- 

recently a survey conducted by SARI, Social Attitude Research for India found out what people in metro cities 
like Delhi think about reservation policies.  In Delhi, about half of the respondents say they do not support it. 
Responses vary by social category, and support is more common among people from reserved categories. The 
graph shows differences in opposition to reservation by social categories. The lowest opposition is among 
respondents from the Scheduled Castes (SC) and Other Backward Classes (OBC), while the highest opposition 
is found among general caste respondents. 

Reasons for such opinion- 

 Undermines Merit-Around 56% of the respondents said that jobs and seats in schools should be allocated 
on the basis of “merit,” they are referring to the fact that people from reserved categories are often given 
a concession of a few points on exams and in interviews. 

 Violates Equality- Some of the respondents said that they opposed reservation because they believe in 
equality. 

 Income based- Some people say that they oppose today’s reservations because they believe reservation 
should be made on the basis of income rather than social background. 

 Political misuse- Misuse of reservations for political gains- political parties have misused the tool of 
reservation for their vested interests which has hampered the real objective of granting reservation. 

 Reserve category candidates have been charged of not working hard as they do not have to compete 
with the general category students. 

 Present generation of general category do not understand why they should suffer because of the wrongs 
committed by their ancestors. 

Many of the above mentioned reasons like undermining of merit, violation of principle of equality and 
income based reservation do not stand the test of rationality due to following points, 

 When people complain about lack of merit due to reservation, they overlooks the important 
disadvantages that people from reserved categories face in going to school or getting a job today. 
Reservation is a useful tool to level the playing field: we cannot expect groups who have been historically 
deprived of education, skills, and access to other means of economic mobility to suddenly start competing 
with those from groups who have had access to these means for centuries. Social transformation and 
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building of economic and cultural capital takes time to be passed on from one generation to another. It 
is an all too commonly held belief that people from general castes are meritorious inherently. Yet, the 
ability to decipher test answers or speak confidently in an interview is often the result of being nurtured 
in an environment that is a result of accumulated economic, social and cultural capital. Children who 
grew up in a dominant caste household are often encouraged, supported, and helped to succeed by other 
members of their caste groups, while reserved category students rarely have such networks to draw on. 

 People are often wrong when they say that reservations violate equality. Reservation is a policy tool that 
promotes equality rather than undermines it. The primary reason why reservation was written into 
India’s Constitution was to ensure representation of all social groups in positions of power. When people 
from all social groups are represented in government, higher education, and in business, it is less likely 
that traditionally marginalized groups will continue to be denied fundamental rights and access to their 
fair share of society’s resources. 

 Similarly reservation is intended not to be an anti-poverty program. The government has many programs 
which are, in principle, accessible to all poor people. Reservation exists because, in addition to being 
more likely to be poor than general castes, Dalits, backward Muslims, and Adivasis face social 
discrimination and exclusion that poor people from general caste backgrounds do not face. The fact that 
the right to education, the right to own land, the right to conduct business or to pursue a well-
remunerated occupation has been reserved for men from high caste backgrounds for generations means 
that government must take steps to correct the unequal distribution of rights. 

How these opinions can be changed? 

 Most of the mentioned reasons are due to wrong mindset, incorrect perspective and immature thoughts 
about the reservation policies. Thus first thing is to change their mindset and attitude towards reservation 
system. 

 Educating youth about impact of caste system, its existing discriminatory practices in present Indian 
society and still prevalent exclusion because of caste system. 

 Government needs to scale up the educational and employment opportunities both in private and public 
sector so there should not be conflict and fight between different communities. 

 The progressive steps should be taken to make sure that poorer section among the backward 
communities should get the benefit of reservation system. 

 Political parties must not be allowed to use caste or reservations as political tools which defeats the very 
purpose of granting reservations. 

Conclusion- 

The principles of Justice, Liberty and Equality are integral part of our constitution and the policy of reservation 
was adopted to entitle these rights to historically degenerated classes. Thus government and civil society work 
in tandem to realize its true purpose. 
 

Q) Critically analyse the role  men must play in addressing the problem of sexual violence against 

women. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

 Interpersonal violence whether it is sexual or nonsexual, remains a major problem in large parts of the 
world. Sexual violence against children and women brings with it long-term sequelae, both psychiatrically 
and socially. If sexual violence is to be addressed, men must get involved. They are part of the problem, they 
need to be part of the solution. 

 Cultural change-cultures that foster beliefs of perceived male superiority and social and cultural 
inferiority of women should be counter with feminist revolution. 
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 Parenting-A father should inculcate moral and ethical values and misogynist attitude and stereotypes 
should be overcome by showing respect to girl child in the family. 

 Education-gender friendly lectures, sexual violence issues to discussed and debated .for eg-Young Men 
Initiative by Care International-by educating young men on issues such as gender equality, violence and 
sex, so here male become part of the solution rather than part of the problem. 

 Enabling and Inspiring Men-by showing documentaries and appreciating men who respect women 
involving celebrities under “beti bachao,beti padao” schemes, selfie with daughter, campaign like 
MARD (Men Against Rape and Discrimination), Nirbhay issue was equally take by both men and women. 

 Policies-men should do away with glass ceiling and promote women at decision making position, 
delegated legislation involving women to be part important committee’s to solve issues. 

Conclusion:- 

Sexual violence is a profoundly negative and traumatic life event with widespread psychological and 
sociological effects on the victim irrespective of their gender. Program developed by No Means No 
Worldwide, a NGO that works in the slums of Nairobi to prevent sexual assault on girls and women based 
on “what kind of people they want to be”, MenEngage, a global alliance works on personal and relational 
accountability evaluating men against women and Australia’s White Ribbon Campaign a ‘male-led’ effort to 
end violence against women should be implemented to reform the men within. 
 

Topic:  Role of women; 

Q) It is found that the choice of energy source is closely linked with women’s participation in the 

management of energy resources, their opportunities to earn incomes, and their ability to 

negotiate the cultural and social norms of their communities. Discuss the significance of this finding 

for women empowerment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction:- 

Schemes like Pradhan Mantri Ujwala Yojana(PMUY) to provide energy access to poor women are aimed to 
empower women by eliminating their need to walk long distances to procure firewood and as well as improve 
their health through usage of cleaner fuel. It is assumed that subsidizing LPG connections and providing 
electricity connections will automatically ensure women empowerment. However, the finding suggests that 
choice of energy sources (eg: choice of shifting to LPG from firewood) depends on factors like women’s 
opportunities to earn income. i.e., in the absence of economic alternatives to utilize the time saved from 
stopping firewood procurement, there is a reluctance to change energy source. 

 Mitigation of energy resources- is done by women in day to day life when she collects wood for cooking 
or for heating homes in winter. So, if she is empowered through UJJWALA scheme, pollution will be less 
& at the same time, she can devote her time spared from collecting woods in economic activities like 
joining SHG etc. 

 Opportunities to earn incomes, women in Africa sell locally made solar lanterns – thus being economically 
empowered & at the same time, promoting renewable energy as well 

 Cultural & social norms- in rural homes, chullahs are a symbol of their social culture. Hence, women 
should be socially empowered to have a voice in this matter. Only then, they can negotiate to bring in 
modern system of LPG cooking gas or to use renewable energy like solar panels. etc 

Hence, women are at the helm of home energy management & their choices get reflected in energy usage. 
Hence if they empowered to have equal voice, they can bring a great deal of help in climate change resistance 
eg. towards transition to renewable energy usage for electricity, agricultural pumps, cooking gas etc 
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Q) Gender equality is one of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals to “transform our world”. Why 

do you think there is sluggish progress in furthering the gender agenda? What should be done to 

remove the gender gap? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Achieving gender equality though mentioned in the Sustainable Development Goal, has moved slowly not only 
in India but across the world. Human race cannot achieve its full potential if half of its part is discriminated 
and deprived of basic rights. 

INDIAN CASE- 

World Economic Forum’s annual Global Gender Gap Report ranked India 87 in terms of gender equality in 
economy, education, health, and political representation. Women’s declining labor participation, under-
representation in Parliament, skewed child sex ratio, and prevalent gender-based violence are recognized 
challenges.  To bridge these gaps, India formally adopted Gender Responsive Budgeting (GRB) in 2005. 

Gender Responsive Budgeting (GRB)- 

 The rationale behind GRB is that policy outcomes are not as gender-neutral as commonly believed, and 
can reinforce or exacerbate exiting hierarchies. Hence, gender budgeting initiatives aim to integrate 
critical gender concerns into fiscal policies and administration to address disparities. 

 Every annual budget since 2005 has included a statement that lists out two parts. There is Part A, which 
reflects ‘Women Specific Schemes’, namely, those which have 100 per cent allocation for women, and 
Part B, which reflects ‘Pro Women Schemes’, namely, where at least 30 per cent of the allocation is for 
women. Over the years, India has stood out for its implementation of gender budgeting, and with the 
Ministry of Finance (MoF) playing the central role, it has managed to successfully institutionalise the 
concept at both the national and State levels (16 States have embraced the exercise). Studies substantiate 
the positive link between GRB and improved indicators for women. For instance, a recent International 
Monetary Fund study found that States that employ GRB also show better female to male school 
enrolment ratios. Further, it was observed that GRB also has a positive impact on infrastructure spending. 

Despite the successes, there exist some obstructions in furthering the gender agenda 

Why do you think there is sluggish progress in furthering the gender agenda? 

 India lacks better implementation and planning needed to ensure that government policies percolate 
right down to the last woman in the most remote parts of the country. 

 In recent years, allocations have either remained stagnant or have been on the decline.  

 The budget 2016-17 initiated the decentralization of funding in GRB, thus shifting the onus for budgeting 
and implementation from the Central Ministry to State counterparts. While this did empower the States 
to come up with women-specific policies as per their respective challenges, the obvious downside was 
the risk that States could choose to not prioritize gender in their budgeting. In this way, the intent of 
universalizing the process, so that it equally benefits women in all States, was lost in the pragmatism of 
the move. 

 So far, GRB has focused on identifying schemes that are exclusively dedicated to women. While this focus 
is imperative, it has restricted benefits without the incorporation of a gender lens across all welfare 
schemes. Sectors such as energy, urban development, food security, water supply and sanitation 
continue to operate in silos, despite having direct interrelationships with women’s empowerment. 

 Women’s potential in enabling development, instead of being passive beneficiaries of it, has not been 
recognized in GRB processes.  

What should be done to remove the gender gap? 

 Increasing allocation for various women specific ministry & department at national & state level to 
augment their resources. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/11/1-gender-equality-one-17-sustainable-development-goals-transform-world-think-sluggish-progress-furthering-gender-agenda/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/11/1-gender-equality-one-17-sustainable-development-goals-transform-world-think-sluggish-progress-furthering-gender-agenda/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/11/1-gender-equality-one-17-sustainable-development-goals-transform-world-think-sluggish-progress-furthering-gender-agenda/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/Mind-the-gender-gap/article17020816.ece


www.insightsonindia.com 17 © Insights IAS 

 Budgeting should take a broader, gendered approach which includes planning targeted interventions, 
getting the right policy push with the right budget allocation, and monitoring and evaluation mechanisms 
to ensure implementation. 

 Moreover, policies should also be flexible to change based on feedback from the intended recipients as 
their exclusion from planning and execution processes is often the reason behind the failure of well-
intentioned policies. 

 It would also help if the Central government could, through an incentive mechanism, encourage State 
governments to take up GBR as a priority in their budget layouts.  

 Ministry of Finance organizes pre-budget consultations. It must be ensured that women are given 
adequate representation and opportunities to voice their different experiences on such platforms. 

WORLD SCENARIO- 

While the world has achieved progress towards gender equality and women’s empowerment under the 
Millennium Development Goals (including equal access to primary education between girls and boys), women 
and girls continue to suffer discrimination and violence in every part of the world. 

Gender equality is not only a fundamental human right, but a necessary foundation for a peaceful, prosperous 
and sustainable world. 

Providing women and girls with equal access to education, health care, decent work, and representation in 
political and economic decision-making processes will fuel sustainable economies and benefit societies and 
humanity at large. 

Facts and figures- 

 About two thirds of countries in the developing regions have achieved gender parity in primary 
education. 

 In Southern Asia, only 74 girls were enrolled in primary school for every 100 boys in 1990. By 2012, the 
enrolment ratios were the same for girls as for boys. 

 In sub-Saharan Africa, Oceania and Western Asia, girls still face barriers to entering both primary and 
secondary school. 

 Women in Northern Africa hold less than one in five paid jobs in the non-agricultural sector. The 
proportion of women in paid employment outside the agriculture sector has increased from 35 per cent 
in 1990 to 41 per cent in 2015. 

 In 46 countries, women now hold more than 30 per cent of seats in national parliament in at least one 
chamber. 

How to reduce gender gap- 

Need of adequate resources for women’s initiatives- world over many initiatives have been undertaken to 
improve gender parity. Unfortunately many of them are facing fund crunch hampering their effectiveness and 
outcomes. The governments of all nations must themselves pledge towards making adequate resources 
available to such programs. 

Give proper value to ‘women’s work’- The unpaid work women and girls do provide the foundation for the 
global economy. This fact needs to be highlighted more in the media, with the private sector and in 
communities. We also need a concerted campaign for equal pay for equal work worldwide.  

Get women into power-A proven way to overcome many systemic barriers to a woman’s success has been 
increased participation by women in local, regional and national legislation as empowered change agents. In 
just 10 years, the number of women holding seats in houses of national parliament in south Asia rose from 7% 
to 18%. 

Encourage women into non-traditional vocations-Supporting women in non-traditional jobs is crucial in not 
only making long-lasting change in their lives but also help break social taboos.  
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Stop the violence-Gender inequality allows for violence against women to continue unabated. The UN has 
found that globally, one in three women will experience violence in her lifetime. This violence must be stopped 
to bring true gender equality. 

Empower mothers- Empowering women on the community level will also enhance girl’s education. When 
mothers are educated and empowered to make choices in their lives, they enable their daughters to go to 
school. 
 

Q) In India violence against women in various forms has continued unabated. What are the 

economic costs of violence against women? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

One of the many surprising features of the Indian economy and one that makes it stand out even among other 
large developing countries and “emerging markets” is the low workforce participation of women. The most 
recently available estimates of work and employment (relating to 2011-12) based on the large sample survey 
of the National Sample Survey Office suggest that only 25% of rural women above the age of 15 years, and 
17% of urban women, were gainfully employed on a regular basis.    These are shockingly low figures compared 
to most other developing countries, and the rates of rural employment of women have actually declined over 
time, which is unprecedented in a relatively fast-growing economy. 

One of the important reasons for such low participation of women in labor-force is violence faced by Indian 
women particularly domestic violence, physical violence at workplaces and public areas. Violence against 
women in public spaces creates an environment in which not just the families but the women themselves are 
more reluctant to engage in economic activities that could expose them to different sorts of violence. Violence 
against women not only has social implications but also has economic implications. 

Economic costs of violence against women- 

 The negative impact on women’s participation in education, employment and civic life undermines 
poverty reduction. It results in lost employment and productivity, and it drains resources from social 
services, the justice system, health-care agencies and employers. 

 Violence against women is a clear barrier to sustainable development. This has been acknowledged in 
the recently adopted Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development. For the first time, violence against 
women and girls is included as a target area under Goal 5 on gender equality, reaffirming that such 
violence is a barrier to gender equality, women’s empowerment and overall sustainable development, 
as well as to the achievement of the other Goals. 

 The cases of physical assault and news of violence against women deter women of other countries 
coming to India thus, loss to tourism. 

 Domestic violence could hamper the educational opportunities for women thereby limiting their 
employment opportunities. 

 In India women can lose an average of at least five paid work days for each incident of intimate partner 
violence. This fact would mean the affected woman would get 25 per cent less of her salary each time an 
incident of violence happens. 

 Further state apparatus like police and security forces have been insensitive towards women and even 
officials from these forces have committed crimes against women. Thus women have been subjected to 
dual kind of violence ie not only from family members but also from government officials. This has 
deterred women from taking night jobs or high risk jobs. 

 However Government has taken number of steps to eliminate violence and crimes against women. The 
Domestic Violence Act, Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) 
Act, 2013, 33% reservations at Panchayat level which may increase to 50% have been enacted to safeguard 
women’s rights.  Also numbers of schemes like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, MGNREGA, Bhartiya Mahila Bank, 
Stand up India etc have been initiated to increase women’s participation in Public life. 
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Conclusion- 

This is an important issue for India’s economic development as India is now in the phase of “demographic 
dividend”, where the share of working-age people is particularly high, which can propel per capita growth 
rates through labour force participation, savings, and investment effects. But if women largely stay out of the 
labour force, this effect will be much weaker and India could run up labour shortages in key sectors of the 
economy. Also, there is a wealth of evidence suggesting that employed women have greater bargaining power 
with positive repercussions on their own well-being and that of their families. 
 

Q) Recently women around the globe, especially in more numbers in the US, marched to express 

dissent against the Trump presidency and also to highlight inequality they face. Discuss significance 

of these marches and the issues they are concerned with. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The NewYork Times 

Introduction:- 

A large number of women all around the world especially in the US have been marching in opposition to 
Trump’s presidency. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF PROTEST MARCHES 

 Voice to women:- Women are now able to voice their concerns by means of such protest marches. 

 Democracy:- Such protest marches signify freedom of expression that forms a vital pillar of democracy. 

 Drawing the attention of legislators:- Concerns voiced in these protest marches have drawn the attention 
of legislators and government, making them aware of women-specific issues. 

CONCERNED ISSUES 

 Women’s rights:- Demeaning statements about women, past record of misbehaviour with women. 

 Racism and hatered:- Strong views of the president against Blacks, Mexicans and Muslims and a pro-
white supremacist stand. 

 Immigration issues:- Tough stand against immigration, proposes building a wall across US-Mexico border 
to prevent immigration, thus creating more opportunities for white Americans. 

 Minorities rights:- Non-recognition of LGBT rights, discrimination of African-Americans, Hispanics, Latinos 
and other minority groups. 

 Environment:- Non-acceptance of climate change as a threat to Earth’s future, non-compliance of climate 
change protocols and treaties such as Paris Agreement. 

 Denial of reproductive rights:-withdrawal of parenting services, rollback of Obamacare. 

Conclusion:- 

Under such circumstances, governments across the world must take note of the fact that heads of government 
must not base their functioning on pre-election manifestos. Proper decision making and revamping of political 
agenda is the need of the hour. 
 

Q) It is argued that for real equality, it is imperative that women’s care work be given its due 

material recognition. Critically discuss this statement in the Indian context.  (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Women across the world are the largest untapped reservoir of talent. Empowerment of this section brings a 
subsequent development for the whole society. The modern society has witnessed increased participation of 
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women in various male dominated arenas like sports and businesses etc. but still this “empowered” section 
still faces a female/athlete paradox-in which no matter how much she achieves with her abilities she is forced 
to conform to the dominant notions of femininity. 

In material terms, women’s unpaid care work is huge. It is estimated that women perform 75% of the world’s 
unpaid care work. In India, women perform 10 to 12 times the unpaid care work of men. 

Crucial role of women in today’s society:- 

 Since her childhood, a girl (especially in patriarchal society like India) is expected to learn and carry out 
all the household works just to enable her male counterparts to go out and earn the bread for the family. 
Without this “unpaid care work” it is quite impossible for the males to do their daily choirs of work”. 

 Even if she decides to go out and employ herself in some paid work, she always hungs between choosing 
the most important amongst her household work and office work. Thus resulting in “double work”. 

 This “unpaid work” is thereby not accounted for GDP resulting of wastage of human workforce. 

The solution to this menace lies in abandoning the gender specific notion of employment. Women must be 
seen as equally capable of doing any kind of work and also the men must take their role in household works 
which will in turn enable to exploit this “untapped reservoir” of talent in the female workforce. 

Ensuring minimum number of female employees in any corporation and also provide for such jobs in 
anganwadis and SHGs for women working from their houses. 

Conclusion:- 

This change of mindset is not brought about in decade or two. It is a gradual phenomenon which will take its 
final shape only if the society embraces itself to a shift towards a balanced ratio of both male and female 
equitable status. 

India is ranked 7th from the bottom around the world in LFPR for females. This stats has to undergo a huge 
change if we have to establish a welfare and egalitarian society. 
 

Q) What is Global Gag Rule? Discuss for and against arguments made against this Rule. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Global Gag (GG) Rule- 

Global Gag Rule states that U.S. government funding cannot be given to international NGOs, either directly or 
through U.S. non-governmental partners of these NGOs, unless these foreign NGOs sign an undertaking to not 
provide abortion services or even information or advocacy on abortion to their clients even in countries in 
which abortion is legal and even with money that does not come from the United States Agency for 
International Development’s budget.  

Arguments in favor- 

 Help prevent coercive abortions or involuntary sterilizations, which are rampant in India and has resulted 
in untimely deaths due to negligence of officials 

Eg-> Tribal women being forced to undergo sterilization in Govt. Hospitals, and also help in decreasing 
instance of Female feticide 

 Conditional abortion – Applies only to the promotion of abortion as a means of family planning, not 
abortion after a sexual attack or abortion to save the life of a pregnant woman, and also excludes post-
abortion care. 

Arguments against- 

 Reduce the number of agencies working in areas of reproductive health, and also affect funding for other 
crucial activities  

Eg- HIV/AIDS prevention, contraceptive access, maternal and child health as local clinics were forced to 
reduce services or shut down entirely owing to lack of aid. 
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 It would further degrade social condition in 3rd world countries particularly in Africa regions where Govt. 
does not have enough resources. Also affect poor countries in Latin America, Asia, Middle East regions. 

 Public-Private discrimination – GG Rule however, does not restrict aid to Govts. Whatever their stance 
on abortion, leading to their increased dominance. 

 GG rule undermines the sovereignty of other countries that seek funding from the U.S since the rule 
becomes more important as compared to the country’s own legislative laws. 

 Sex education may take a hit, and in India it would result into politicization of the issue with abortion may 
be left out of birth control list. 

 Curbs the freedom of speech, Right to reproductive health for women in developing countries who wish 
to have their say on family planning. 

 Has negligible effect – May not reduce abortions but is detrimental to women health due to lack of 
institutional mechanisms and increased STD levels seen in poor countries 

Eg- In Sub-Saharan Africa, for instance, had higher abortion rates after Bush reinstated the gag rule, 
because it reduced women’s access to contraception and caused more unwanted pregnancies which 
resulted into more abortions and in many cases deaths due to unsafe abortions 

Conclusion- 

GG Rule has earned an infamous reputation among HR activists as being a cruel and draconian measure , 
aimed only at appeasing far-right opponents of legal abortion in the United States. Many international family 
planning programs and reproductive health education initiatives will be hit hard and will have to be shelved. 
 

Topic: Poverty and developmental issues; Population 

Q) India has a major child and women malnutrition problem. In the light of recent surveys, critically 

examine the causes and suggest what should be done to address this problem. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Malnutrition refers to the situation where there is an unbalanced diet in which some nutrients are in excess, 
lacking or wrong proportion. Simply put, we can categorise it to be under-nutrition and over-nutrition. Despite 
India’s 50% increase in GDP since 1991, more than one third of the world’s malnourished children live in India. 
Among these, half of them under 3 are underweight and a third of wealthiest children are over-nutriented. 

The World Bank estimates that India is one of the highest ranking countries in the world for the number of 
children suffering from malnutrition. The prevalence of underweight children in India is among the highest in 
the world, and is nearly double that of Sub Saharan Africa with dire consequences for mobility, mortality, 
productivity and economic growth. 

The 2015 Global Hunger Index (GHI) Report ranked India 20th amongst leading countries with a 
serious hunger situation. Amongst South Asian nations, it ranks third behind only Afghanistan and Pakistan 
with a GHI score of 29.0 (“serious situation”). 

CAUSES OF MALNUTRITION:- 

 Women and Children specific causes:- 

 Poverty, which abstains families to feed nutritious food to their children and women. 

 Illiteracy, due to which larger sections of people are unaware of the benefits of healthy food. 

 Ignorance, of various government schemes ensuring food security and nutrition. 

 Modern lifestyle, where junk food has become an indispensible part of lives which fails to provide 
nutrition. 
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 Inability on the part of government, to cover remotest areas and sections like rural regions and tribals 
which remain untapped from government schemes. 

 Decreasing instances of breastfeeding in mothers. 

 Poor health of women, resulting in lower immunity of their children. 

OTHER IN GENERAL CAUSES:- 

 Lack of a Balanced Diet: Malnutrition in children is caused due to the lack of a nutritious and balanced 
diet. In countries where poverty prevails, people don’t consume essential nutrients like proteins, 
carbohydrates, fats in their daily meal. Hence, malnutrition is mostly observed in children from poverty-
stricken areas. People who have limited knowledge about nutrition are often seen following an unhealthy 
diet. This doesn’t contain the required nutrients, vitamins and minerals, and leads to malnutrition. 

 Indigestible and Harmful Diet: Indigestible and harmful diets can be among the major malnutrition 
causes. Children from rich families consume expensive food items that are indigestible and harmful. 
These food items can cause lack of hunger, leading to malnutrition. Loss of appetite can cause many 
diseases like cancer, liver or kidney disease, chronic infections, tumors, depressive illness, including 
malnutrition. 

 Lack of a Regulated Diet: Irregular intake of food can cause malnutrition. Breakfast, lunch, and dinner 
must always be taken at a proper time. Irregular timing of meals can cause indigestion and malnutrition. 

 Dirty Environment: A dirty environment at home or in the school is one of the basic causes of 
malnutrition. The home and school environment tend to become dirty when it lacks fresh and pure air, 
sunlight, playground, clean lanes. This hampers the required nutrition of children. Those children who 
are made to work in glass factories, leather industries, brick industries, etc. have to face a dirty, 
unhygienic and unhealthy environment. This can lead to malnourishment in children. 

 Lack of Sound Sleep and Rest: Low space and a suffocating bedroom can hamper the sleep of the child. 
Excess homework and watching television till late hours can also cause lack of sleep. This results in 
indigestion and causes malnutrition. 

 Negligence of Children: Children who are not paid attention at home and in the school can experience 
anxiety. This can also cause malnutrition. 

 Bodily Diseases: Children who are infected by diseases must have a balanced diet. When this is not done, 
it can hinder proper body functioning and lead to malnutrition. 

 Heavy Work: Continuous hard work can hinder the digestive process of children. This is mainly observed 
in children from low-income groups, who have to do heavy labor and lots of physical work. 

 Lack of Exercise and Games: Malnutrition can also be caused due to lack of exercise and games. This slows 
down the digestive process and causes malnutrition. 

 Lack of Food: This is commonly observed in the low-income group as well as homeless people. People 
with eating disorders such as anorexia nervosa can have problems in maintaining adequate nutrition 
levels. 

 Dysphagia: Some can suffer from difficulty in eating due to the painful condition of the teeth. This is 
observed in people with dysphagia who have difficulty in swallowing food. This can cause malnutrition. 
Malnutrition can also occur due to throat or mouth blockage. 

 Elderly Living Alone: Elderly or physically challenged people who live alone have difficulty in cooking 
healthy, balanced meals for themselves, and this can lead to malnutrition. Individuals with long-term 
illnesses lose their appetite and ability to absorb nutrients from the food they eat. This can also cause 
malnutrition. 

 Ignorance Of Pregnant Mothers: The root cause of malnutrition in children in India is impoverished 
pregnant mothers who are unable to provide suitable nutrition as they, themselves, are malnourished. 
This is primarily due to gender inequality. This causes their diets to be inadequate in both quantity and 
quality. 
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 Poverty: Very often poverty is another major reason behind undernourished children. In the villages 
especially where the income level is restricted one is unable to provide suitable nutrition to their children. 

 Illiteracy And Ignorance: Many a times illiteracy and ignorance also result in malnutrition wherein the 
parents are unaware of the dietary requirements of their children. Either the children become obese, or 
they become too underweight and skinny. 

 No Acess To Hospitals: The inability of a rural parent to afford a doctor’s visit also causes the child to get 
undernourished. 

Other causes of malnutrition are: 

 Drug or alcohol abuse 

 Digestive illnesses such as ulcerative colitis or Crohn’s disease 

 Diarrhea, nausea or vomiting. 

 Some medications 

 Serious injury, burns or major surgical procedures. 

 Pregnant women with deficits in the normal diet. 

 Lack of knowledge 

 Premature babies 

 Heart defects from birth, cystic fibrosis, cancers, and other long-term diseases 

 Malnutrition is observed in neglected children or orphans. 

Addressing the problem: 

 Innovative and successful schemes from different states should be adopted on national level. Like the 
PHULWARI scheme of Chhattisgarh aims to curb malnutrition by providing balanced and nutritious diets 
to women of infants and children every day. 

 Educating mothers about the importance of breastfeeding, informing about immunization, healthy habits 
and better child bearing, raising practices. 

 Popularizing nutritional programs and proper policy intervention by government like providing iron folic 
tablets, proper food distribution through PDS system, promoting MGNREGA, Maternity benefit scheme. 

 Creation of infrastructure like road, water sanitation, primary health care hospitals. 

 regular annual survey under ICDS on malnutrition basis 

 Introduction of BMI and other index for accessing nutritional status at Aanganwadi levels 

 Prevention of anemia in girls and women through nutritional programs with Iron folic and deworming 
tablets 

 Use of Biotechnology such as fortification of grains 

 Capacity building of Aanganwadi workers 

 Women Empowerment:- encouraging girls education, discouraging dowry, supporting marriage choices, 
encouraging decision making of women ex panchayat level, encouraging women labor force  
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Q) Inequality is rising across the world. Critically examine its causes and suggest solutions to 

eliminate inequality. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

Economic inequality is the difference found in various measures of economic well-being among individuals in 
a group, among groups in a population, or among countries. Economic inequality sometimes refers to income 
inequality, wealth inequality, 

Oxfam is an international confederation of charitable organizations focused on the alleviation of 
global poverty. Oxfam was founded at 17 Broad Street in Oxford, Oxfords hire, in 1942 as the Oxford 
Committee for Famine Relief by a group of Quakers, social activists, and Oxford academics; this is now Oxfam 
Great Britain, still based in Oxford. It was one of several local committees formed in support of the 
National Famine Relief Committee. Their mission was to persuade the British government to allow food relief 
through the Allied blockade for the starving citizens of occupied Greece or the wealth gap. 

REPORT FINDINGS:- 

 In 2016, the richest 1 per cent in India owned nearly 60 per cent of the country’s total wealth; in contrast, 
the equivalent figure for most western European nations is between 20 per cent to 30 per cent. 

 The top 20 per cent commanded a staggering 80 per cent, while the entire bottom half of the country 
owned a pathetic 2 per cent. In the past six years, this share of wealth has shot up by an astounding 45 
per cent. 

 The real income growth for the rich has increased 300 times in the last 3 decades but for the most of the 
people, the real growth has been zero. 

 A Credit Suisse Report of October 2015 had already found that the richest 1% of the world’s population 
had the same amount of wealth as the other 99%. But Oxfam reveals that the wealth of the bottom 50% 
of the global population is actually lower than was previously estimated so it takes just 8 people to equal 
the total wealth of half of the world’s people. 

THE CAUSES OF HUGE INEQUALITY:- 

 Historical Causes: Imperialism is one of the major causes of the inequality among the developed and 
developing nations. The imperialist countries looted the other countries to generate wealth for 
themselves. 

 Cultural Causes: Due to cultural reasons where people of different race and class were seen differently 
and hence, given less opportunities. In the same way, women were not given opportunities who forms 
50% of the population. 

 Geographical Causes: One of the reasons of inequality is geographical reasons where few regions have 
more natural resources which help in economic terms. Some areas with better weather also help work 
conditions more than the extreme weather places. 

 Political Causes: The ultra-rich who buy the government bonds are able to influence government policies 
for themselves. Political divide and Imperilaism in previous centuries which brought class and divided 
people in such a way that supported deep inequality 

 Economic Causes: a) Powerful management set their own compensation b) The already rich has money 
and the money works through investment which is way faster than a labor working somewhere. Even 
when the rich sleeps, his money works 24*7 

 Environmental Causes: Through industrial revolution, the developed countries polluted the whole world 
and now they are working towards cleaner environment. This forces the other countries to follow the 
norm but they are still not able to handle technologies of the renewable energy. Thus, this keeps them 
confused in a way. 
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 Anthropological Causes: The way society has developed over time, the poor society is different from the 
modern one and it takes time to develop with the same rate as the rich ones. Gender inequality has been 
a reason for economic inequality as well. 

                             

SOLUTIONS TO END INEQUALIY:- 

 Acceptance of common but differential role in environmental forum. 

 larger voice to third world in institution like IMF,UN 

 Humanistic capitalism : innovation and surplus used to generate more employment 

 Sustainable growth model 

 Resource distribution: land, credit, skills via quality education and healthcare 

 Pro poor reform model 

 Gendered budget emphasizing on skilling and providing employment 

 Striking roots of social evil eg patriarchy, caste, and communalism 

 Bringing in the wealthy people within the tax-net through inheritance tax, income tax, etc. 

 Promoting skill development and vocational training through schemes like Skill India, Stand up India, etc. 

 Eliminating gender-based discrimination by ensuring equal pay for equal work, higher minimum wages, 
greater participation of women in workforce. 

 Providing universal social protection schemes. 

 Production should not be pushed to such an extent that it totally exploits the workers.  

 Sustainable Production: Rather than focusing on GDP, it should focus on improving the conditions of 
lower strata of society 

 

Q) Oxfam’s latest report tells us that the bottom 50% of the world’s population has “just 0.2%” of 

the world’s “wealth.” What are the causes of this huge inequality? Explain. (200 Words) 

EPW 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

Economic inequality is the difference found in various measures of economic well-being among individuals in 
a group, among groups in a population, or among countries. Economic inequality sometimes refers to income 
inequality, wealth inequality, 

Oxfam is an international confederation of charitable organizations focused on the alleviation of 
global poverty. Oxfam was founded at 17 Broad Street in Oxford, Oxfordshire, in 1942 as the Oxford 
Committee for Famine Relief by a group of Quakers, social activists, and Oxford academics; this is now Oxfam 
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Great Britain, still based in Oxford. It was one of several local committees formed in support of the 
National Famine Relief Committee. Their mission was to persuade the British government to allow food relief 
through the Allied blockade for the starving citizens of occupied Greece or the wealth gap. 

REPORT FINDINGS:- 

 In 2016, the richest 1 per cent in India owned nearly 60 per cent of the country’s total wealth; in contrast, 
the equivalent figure for most western European nations is between 20 percent to 30 percent. 

 The top 20 per cent commanded a staggering 80 per cent, while the entire bottom half of the country 
owned a pathetic 2 per cent. In the past six years, this share of wealth has shot up by an astounding 45 
per cent. 

 The real income growth for the rich has increased 300 times in the last 3 decades but for the most of the 
people, the real growth has been zero. 

 A Credit Suisse Report of October 2015 had already found that the richest 1% of the world’s population 
had the same amount of wealth as the other 99%. But Oxfam reveals that the wealth of the bottom 50% 
of the global population is actually lower than was previously estimated so it takes just 8 people to equal 
the total wealth of half of the world’s people. 

                       

THE CAUSES OF HUGE INEQUALITY:- 

 Historical Causes: Imperialism is one of the major causes of the inequality among the developed and 
developing nations. The imperialist countries looted the other countries to generate wealth for 
themselves. 

 Cultural Causes: Due to cultural reasons where people of different race and class were seen differently 
and hence, given less opportunities. In the same way, women were not given opportunities who forms 
50% of the population. 

 Geographical Causes: One of the reasons of inequality is geographical reasons where few regions have 
more natural resources which help in economic terms. Some areas with better weather also help work 
conditions more than the extreme weather places. 

 Political Causes: The ultra-rich who buy the government bonds are able to influence government policies 
for themselves. Political divide and Imperilaism in previous centuries which brought class and divided 
people in such a way that supported deep inequality 

 Economic Causes: a) Powerful management set their own compensation b) The already rich has money 
and the money works through investment which is way faster than a labor working somewhere. Even 
when the rich sleeps, his money works 24*7 

 Environmental Causes: Through industrial revolution, the developed countries polluted the whole world 
and now they are working towards cleaner environment. This forces the other countries to follow the 
norm but they are still not able to handle technologies of the renewable energy. Thus, this keeps them 
confused in a way. 
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 Anthropological Causes: The way society has developed over time, the poor society is different from the 
modern one and it takes time to develop with the same rate as the rich ones. Gender inequality has been 
a reason for economic inequality as well. 

 

Q) Do you think enforcing the minimum wage law, releasing funds on time for MGNREGS  and 

similar such measures are effective in removing inequality and poverty than introducing universal 

basic income (UBI) or direct cash transfer schemes? In the light of proposal to introduce UBI, 

critically discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The idea of a universal basic income (UBI) 
has been gaining ground globally. While 
Switzerland held a referendum on it last 
year (it was voted down), Finland 
introduced it earlier this month. The 
government of India’s flagship Economic 
Survey this year has endorsed the UBI, 
setting the stage for its introduction. 

The Universal Basic Income is a proposed 
form of social security that is designed to 
lift people above the poverty line, to 
protect citizens as automation lessens 
the number of available jobs, and to 
boost the economy by enabling citizens 
to spend more. The UBI system would be 
implemented on an unconditional basis, 
meaning that every citizen would receive 
it without having to submit to a means 
test. 

The UBI debate in India has been a 
narrow one — restricted, for the most 
part, to financial viability. Its advocates 
argue that it is a more efficient way of 
delivering welfare, while its opponents 
hold that the fiscal burden would be too 
much.  

Efficient welfare measures v/s UBI 

 MGNREGA has shown to uplift 
women, SCs and STs, and according 
to WB, it has brought millions out of 
poverty. 

 Oxfam report on inequality has time 
and again stressed on importance of minimum wage laws to combat inequality. 

 Fiscal deficit: Estimates of 11-12% GDP for UBI v/s 4-4.5% for present welfare system. 

 Issue of misuse: UBI could lead to misuse of money on alcohol, drugs, etc. while a targeted welfare 
mechanism (minimum wage law, timely payments in MGNREGA) can prevent this and lead to asset 
creation as well. 

 Work also serves the purpose of boosting self-confidence and dignity which is not the case with UBI 
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At the same time, 

 Pilot projects in MP has shown UBI to improve nutritional outcomes, increase girl child enrolment in 
schools, encourage greater work ethic among citizens, and so on 

 This augurs well for UBI. However, at the same time, it is essential to ensure adequate tax revenue 
collection given the costs of UBI and 100% financial inclusion for fool-proof cash transfers. 

 Its non-market distorting: No challenge by WTO and better for signing FTA’s. 

 It will boost private consumption led demand creating better opportunities in the private sector. This 
would revive capital formation in this sector. 

 It will save lot of administrative and bureaucratic capital which can be invested in productive activities. 

 We can eradicate poverty at a faster pace and provide better livelihood to crores of Indians. 

Conclusion:- 

Proponents of various welfare schemes within India have often argued for their proposed policy on the basis 
of social experiments carried out within a district or a town where the scheme has been successful. Yet they 
must realize that a “one size fits all” policy has often failed in India because of the country’s diversity. Small 
pilot successes do not signal readiness for an all-India implementation. At the same time automation, less job 
growth, and a burgeoning youth population are social realities as well. If youths are not offered employment, 
the government has to ensure that they are taken care of or face a serious social problem in the long term. 

It is in this respect that UBI must be understood and implemented, if it is to be acted upon. UBI cannot be a 
remedy for all problems, but if implemented right, it may be able to provide certain answers. 
 

Topic:  Population  and associated issues;  

Q) Sex ratio at birth (SRB) in the State of Haryana recently touched the 900-mark for the first time 

in almost two decades. Examine which factors have helped Haryana achieve this mark. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

For the first time in the history of Haryana, the sex ratio in the state has touched the 900 mark. It is the fleet 
of achievement in history of a state which is known for its notorious sex ratio. 

FACTORS THAT HELPED:- 

 It launched a massive campaign in the state by implementing Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic 
Techniques (PCPNDT) Act, 1994 and Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971 and running 
sensitisation-cum awareness campaigns promoting girl child. 

 The government scheme of Beti Bacho, Beti Padhao Sukanya Samridhi, Aapki Beti Humari Beti were 
launched in Haryana keeping in mind the Sex ratio at birth of the state. This helped the state improve its 
ratio to a great extent. 

 Diversified strategy: Cooperation from all the districts of the state, their respective departments along 
with strong political will helped achieve this goal. The entire process was constantly kept in check with 
CMO involved.  

 Health interventions- in terms of better antenatal and postnatal care facilities like through institutional 
deliveries, mission Indradhanush for vaccination, antenatal checkups to reduce IMR MMR 

 Social mediaplayed an important role in this process. Awareness through social media platform was being 
spread. Initiatives like ‘Selfie with my daughter’ added up to the mass awareness. 

 Public awareness: Street plays, rallies in Urban and Rural areas are conducted. Female celebrities of 
Haryana like Sakshi Malik, Phogat sisters promoted to make the parents understand that girls were no 
way lesser than boys. 
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Conclusion:- 

The achievements of Haryana government are laudable. However these efforts need to be sustained over a 
long period of time and must be replicated in neighboring states of Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and even at 
national level . 
 

Q) Despite some success, it’s argued that there is a key binding constraint to achieving Swachh 

Bharat under the Swachh Bharat Mission(SBM). What’s this constraint? Discuss it’s importance for 

the success of SBM. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Swachh Bharat Mission has been bold move in eradicating the menace of Open defecation and in bringing 
cleanliness and hygiene. Movement is taking roots in villages and cities. However there is key binding 
constraint resulting primarily due to the way it is being carried out by administrative authorities. 

The key constraint and its importance for the success of SBM- 

 The key constraint is ‘The lack of institutional capacity at the grassroots to deliver sanitation services’. 

 Political visibility has brought with it serious pressure to meet targets. District collectors are being 
monitored frequently resulting in a competition to meet targets, at speed. But in the absence of 
corresponding investments in administrative capacity, these targets have created conditions for a race 
to the top that undermines the core objectives of the program. 

 In the last few months, Accountability Initiative researchers have been following the ODF process in 
several villages in Himachal Pradesh, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh. In all these states, as officers joined the 
Open Defecation Race (ODF) race, penalization of citizens, rather than awareness raising and demand 
creation has become the preferred tool to achieve success. In one state, it has been found that district 
orders issued to threaten to cut off electricity and ration supplies for households that refused to build 
toilets. In others, government financial incentives are being withheld until village-level construction 
targets are met; fines are being imposed and reluctant households are being coaxed to take loans to build 
toilets since government money is given after construction. 

 While threatening citizens may enable officials to participate in the ODF race, past experiences about 
sanitation drives tells us that ODF will only be achieved and sustained when communities demand 
sanitation facilities rather than be coaxed and threatened into building them. 

 In the current architecture, penalization may well be the only option to meet targets. Experience from 
around the world, including some states in India, highlight that collective action through intensive 
community mobilization, repeated interactions with civil society and community organizations, and 
innovation are the key ingredients to success. This approach is the anti-thesis of the top-down guideline 
driven, technocratic approach that bureaucrats are trained in and that the SBM has adopted. 

 Experience also highlights that sustained community engagement, at scale, is most effective when local 
governments become active stakeholders in the ODF movement. But this requires long-term investments 
in local governments—a process made impossible with high pressured targets. In fact, the initial research 
suggest that sanitation officials have not received any specific training in community mobilization and 
the ODF race is being run through orders and checklists. 

 Government has heavily dependent on engaging film stars and outside players in propagating the 
message of SBM while without strengthening the local institutional capacity and community 
engagement. A phone survey conducted by RICE economists in July 2016 found only 2.6% respondents 
in rural Uttar Pradesh and 5.4% in Delhi were aware that SBM promotes toilet use. One reason for this is 
the lack of on-ground engagement. A survey by Accountability Initiative in December 2015 found that 
less than 10% respondents had heard of an awareness programme on sanitation being conducted in the 
village and only 3% had been visited by government or Panchayat officials to discuss sanitation. 
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Conclusion- 

Bringing behavioral changes among the people is most important part of the movements like SBM. For this, 
strengthening local institutions, engaging communities and creating awareness would be the most 
appropriate ways. 
 

Q) The recent executive order by Donald Trump clamping down on immigration from seven 

predominantly Muslim nations is aimed at bolstering national security. How does immigration 

affect an economy? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

US President Donald Trump’s first steps to tighten American border policy have, unsurprisingly, courted 
controversy. His executive order clamping down on immigration from seven predominantly Muslim nations is 
aimed at bolstering national security. The issue that had dominated his campaign trail and much of the first 
week of his presidency—stopping illegal immigration from Mexico—is a different matter. The driving impulse 
here, even if obfuscated by unfortunate rhetoric and a border wall solution that is essentially a boondoggle, 
is economic.  

POSITIVE 

 It will reduce the burden on national resources and exchequer which can be further used to serve its own 
citizens. 

 Security of employment for the citizens will reduce the country’s unemployment rate and prevailing 
social inequality. 

 More land availability to provide the housing facility and basic amenities to its citizens. 

 Its easy to maintain consensus and social solidarity in less diverse society with the common roots of 
origination. 

 It will reduce the burden on legal, judicial, administrative institutions. 

NEGATIVE 

 It is against the spirit of globalization and freedom of labor migration. 

 It is not ethically and morally valid and violate basic human rights of secured life and dignity. 

 Migrated population increase the proportion of tax payers. 

 Availability of labor reduces the need of automation drive, the prices of labor intensive goods, thus check 
inflation. 

 Competitive spirit promotes with the migration of skilled and literate workers from other parts of world. 

 Promote harmony and brotherhood in the world when they unitedly stand to support immigrated people. 

 It may sometimes promote radicalization and growth of terrorist activities as can be seen in European 
nations. 

Conclusion:- 

Economists generally agree that the effects of immigration on the U.S. economy are broadly positive. 
Immigrants, whether high- or low-skilled, legal or illegal, are unlikely to replace native-born workers or reduce 
their wages over the long-term, though they may cause some short-term dislocations in labor markets. Indeed, 
the experience of the last few decades suggests that immigration may actually have significant long-term 
benefits for the native-born, pushing them into higher-paying occupations and raising the overall pace of 
innovation and productivity growth. Moreover, as baby boomers have begun moving into retirement in 
advanced economies around the world, immigration is helping to keep America comparatively young and 
reducing the burden of financing retirement benefits for a growing elderly population. While natives bear 
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some upfront costs for the provision of public services to immigrants and their families, the evidence suggests 
a net positive return on the investment over the long term. 
 

Topic: Globalisation;  

Q) It is said that if Donald Trump succeeds in resetting ties with an aggressive Russia, it could trigger 

a cascade of geostrategic realignments across the world. Analyse. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

With the Republican leader Donald Trump assuming the charge in White house, the USA’s relations with Russia 
are seems to moving in different directions. Considering Trump’s views on Russia, it is being said that he may 
reset the American ties with the Russia. The traditional policy of containing Russia at any cost pursued by 
America may shift towards countering terrorism and making Russia one of the partners in it. Such redefining 
of geopolitics may give out new roles and responsibilities not only to USA and Russia but to the most of the 
countries of the world. 

Possible implications and consequences of such realignment- 

 The organizations like NATO which were created with the sole intention of curbing Russia (formerly USSR) 
would see changes in their objectives and functions. For Eg NATO’s strict stand on Russia’s acquisition of 
Crimea may soften. 

 Russia may get re-entry into G8 club. Russia was expelled from G8 after the former had captured Crimean 
peninsula from Ukraine. Recently Russian president Putin expressed desire to take their interaction in 
the international arena to a whole new level, in “a constructive and pragmatic manner”. 

 USA may come to tables with Russia for finding solution to Syrian civil war. It is being said that Trump is 
open to the view of allowing Bashar Al Asad to continue as a head of Syrian government. 

 There could be broad alliance between USA and Russia for fighting against the Islamic terrorism. 
Addressing the UN in September 2015, Mr. Putin called for a “genuinely broad alliance against terrorism, 
just like the one against Hitler”, and Mr. Trump is in complete agreement with this position. 

 Europe could be the main beneficiaries of the result of the good relations between USA and Russia as it 
has been sandwiched between the two since the beginning of cold war. 

 USA could aim to isolate China by tying with Russia as China is seen as bigger threat the American 
domination at present. USA may become more aggressive on the issues like South China Sea, North 
Korean etc. 

 The world could see better understanding at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) between USA 
and Russia which could solve lingering issues like peace process in Afghanistan, nuclear deal with Iran 
etc. 

Indian perspective- 

 Any closer interaction between USA and Russia is beneficial for India as traditionally India has sought the 
help of both while maintaining strategic balance between the two. 

 This could give India better chances to deal with Chines aggression on geopolitical issues in Asia-Pacific 
region. 

 India could deal with terrorist activities with strong hand as terrorism has emerged as single biggest 
common issue between USA and Russia. 

 India could leverage the help USA-Russia against China in getting entry into permanent members of 
UNSC. 
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Conclusion- 

With changing geo-political situations and priorities of the leading powers of the world, friendly relations 
between USA and Russia cannot be ruled out. However it would be too early to conclude any solid judgement 
without analyzing the policies of new government in USA. 
 

Q) “Despite the challenges it has created, globalization has made the world a better place. And we 

still need it to eradicate poverty.” Do you agree? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Brief note about Globalization- 

 Globalization is the tendency of investment funds and businesses to move beyond domestic and 
national markets to other markets around the globe, thereby increasing the interconnection of the world. 
Globalization has had the effect of markedly increasing international trade and cultural exchange. 

 Globalization is used to explain the recent integration of domestic economies, industries, cultures and 
government policies around the world. This integration has occurred through increases in the 
technological capabilities and efficiency of world trade, communication and transportation. Primarily, 
globalization refers to the economic integration of the global markets, but it is also used to describe the 
socio-cultural integration that has been brought on by the rise of the Internet. 

 Public policy and technology are the two main driving factors behind current globalization. Recent 
implementations of government policy, both domestic and internationally, have opened economic 
borders for countries across the world. Over the past 20 years, world governments have integrated a 
free-market economic system into fiscal policies, monetary policies and trade agreements. This evolution 
of economic systems has stimulated domestic production potential and opened countries to increased 
financial opportunities abroad. World governments now focus on decreasing barriers to trade and 
actively promote international commerce in relation to investments, goods and services. 

 Technology has also been a major reason for the growth in globalization. Advancements in information 
technology (IT) and the flow of information across borders have empowered individuals to take control 
of their financial lives. Technology has helped people become more informed about economic trends and 
allows people to transfer financial assets and take advantage of investment opportunities. Technology 
has increased the ability to communicate internationally, closing the gap between different cultures. 

 The terms internationalization and globalization are used interchangeably but there is a slight formal 
difference. The term “internationalization” refers to the importance of international trade, relations, 
treaties etc. International means between or among nations. “Globalization” means erasure of national 
boundaries for economic purposes; international trade (governed by comparative advantage) becomes 
inter-regional trade (governed by absolute advantage).  

Challenges created by Globalization- 

 The benefits of economic integration have primarily extended to the industrialized countries thus it has 
exacerbated the gap between rich and poor, both among and within countries. 

 It has undermined labor and environmental standards 

 The globalization of financial markets has been accompanied by devastating financial crises in emerging 
market economies. 

 Globalization have undermined the sovereignty of nations particularly for developing and least 
developed countries making them vulnerable to the pressure from industrially advanced countries. 

Has Globalization made world a better place? 

Arguments against- 

Above mentioned challenges are the points which suggest that globalization has not helped in making world 
a better place. 
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Arguments in favor- 

 Certain countries have managed to dramatically improve their living standards by deregulating their 
domestic economies and opening up to global markets. The Four Tigers of East Asia—Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Taiwan, and South Korea—are the most prominent examples. From typical Third World 
poverty in the 1950s, each has achieved a standard of living today equivalent to that of industrialized 
nations, with per-capita incomes in Hong Kong and Singapore rivaling those of the wealthiest Western 
nations. 

 The greatest beneficiaries of globalization are the long-suffering consumers in those nations that had 
been “protected” from global competition. Globalization expands the range of choice, improves product 
quality, and exerts downward pressure on prices. It delivers an immediate gain to workers by raising the 
real value of their wages. It transfers wealth from formerly protected producers to newly liberated 
consumers, with the gains to consumers exceeding the loss to producers because the deadweight losses 
to the economy are recaptured through efficiency gains. 

 LDCs have the most to gain from engaging in the global economy. First, they gain access to much larger 
markets, both for imports and exports. On the import side, consumers gain access to a dramatically larger 
range of goods and services, raising their real standard of living. Domestic producers gain access to a 
wider range and better quality of intermediate inputs at lower prices. On the export side, domestic 
industries can enjoy a quantum leap in economies of scale by serving global markets rather than only a 
confined and underdeveloped domestic market. 

 LDCs that open themselves up to international trade and investment gain access to a much higher level 
of technology. This confers on LDCs a “latecomer’s advantage”: rather than bearing the cost of expensive, 
up-front research and development, poor countries can import the technology off the shelf. 

 Engagement in the global economy provides capital to fuel future growth. Most developing countries are 
people-rich and capital-poor. Global capital markets can fill the gap, allowing poor nations to accelerate 
their pace of growth. 

 Openness to the global economy can provide the infrastructure a developing economy needs for growth. 
Foreign capital can finance more traditional types of infrastructure, such as port facilities, power 
generation, and an internal transportation network. But just as importantly, multinational companies can 
provide an infrastructure of what could be called “enabling services,” such as telecommunications, 
insurance, accounting, and banking. Countries like China and India have benefited on this front from 
globalization. 

There is nothing inherent in the process of globalization that would cause the gulf between rich and poor 
nations to expand. In fact, the access to capital, new technology, and larger markets that comes with global 
integration should be expected to accelerate the convergence of less developed regions of the world and to 
make global trade and wealth less concentrated across countries. Thus globalization is indeed helping in 
making world a better place. Following are some steps that could help in minimizing the negative impacts of 
globalization. 

Way forward- 

 First: issues of international interdependence must be given greater priority in national policy agendas. 
Increasing mutual dependence requires that each country must give more consideration to the 
consequences of its actions on others. That in turn requires closer international cooperation and also 
institutions that are directly responsible for global problems; 

 Second, globalization urgently requires international solidarity. Solidarity is, however, not just an ethical 
and moral duty. In actively combating world poverty I see an investment in stability and peace for the 
whole of mankind. 

 Third, international cooperation and solidarity should not weaken or even replace national self-
responsibility. At the end of the day, what matters is also, and above all, good governance, sound 
institutions, and respect for the rule of law; 
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 Fourth, the market economy has proven to be the best mechanism in history for economic coordination. 
Nevertheless, market forces alone do not suffice. We need internationally recognized ground rules for 
participation in globalization. 

 Fifth, we should regard the diversity of experiences and cultures as part of the wealth of our planet. 
Strengthening the international financial architecture should not therefore be an attempt to force all 
countries into a uniform, one-size-fits-all economic or cultural model. 

 

Q) Critically comment on American President Donald Trump’s climate change policy. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Mr Trump doesn’t accept the scientific evidence that climate change is real. Trump wants to dismantle 
the Paris Agreement that sets targets to reverse the worst effects of global warming, which nearly 200 
countries agreed to last December. Further Donald Trump has threatened to pull out of all international 
climate treaties, dismantle the US Environmental Protection Agency. 

 The present high proportion of Green House Gases is majorly due to emission by industrially advanced 
countries. Thus it is their moral responsibility to take more burden in mitigating the impact of climate 
change and reducing further emission. However the withdrawal of USA from international agreement 
would seriously hamper the progress of such initiatives. 

 Moreover the other developed countries that have to bear greater responsibility for minimizing GHG 
emission may shy away from their responsibilities. This would set wrong precedent in international arena 
and leave the process of dealing with climate change without vigor and energy. 

 The green climate fund of about $100 billion for supporting the developing countries effort to fight 
climate change and to mitigate the consequences of it would be badly hit in the absence of US 
contribution. 

 His stance to remove environment related obligation in order to boost fossil fuel industry may obstruct 
the USA’s quest to develop renewable energy resources. 

 In November 2014, Mr. Obama announced a new target to cut greenhouse gas emissions 26-28% below 
2005 levels by 2025. Among other measures taken in 2015, the U.S. had finalised the clean power plan 
to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from the power sector to 32% below 2005 levels by 2030. With the 
average global temperature already reaching 0.8°C above pre-industrial levels, there are fears that 
further delay will have long-term repercussions that would be near impossible to mitigate. With the 
current and proposed policies by the U.S. already inadequate to meet the Paris target, any negative 
deviation from the plan will have implications for the entire world. 

The growing impacts of climate change are extremely serious and urgent. It is catastrophic that the person at 
the helm of the world’s largest economy is ignoring that science requires immediate action, and is willing to 
spin a ludicrous fairytale about the whole thing being a fiendish foreign conspiracy. Thus the global players 
will have to reconsider the action plans to fight climate change in case USA under Mr Trump shreds all their 
responsibilities. 
 

Topic: World geography; 

Q) Critics argue that India and Bangladesh have wasted opportunities for shared advantages, 

especially when both countries are linked intricately together by geography. Do you agree? 

Analyse. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

For Bangladesh given India’s huge all-round presence, it is practically the only neighbor, a giant one with 
enormous military and economic capabilities. For India, on the other hand, Bangladesh is one of six contiguous 
neighbors. Again, that does not tell the full story. Bangladesh is the only neighbor that is practically enveloped 
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within India’s own borders. Both, India and Bangladesh, have let their history impact their geographical 
advantages. 

Reasons where both countries lag: 

 Unclear visions and unclear goals of improving 
trade, commerce and connectivity in all regions 
surrounding the nations. In spite of such proximity 
trade stands at $5 bn. 

 Bangladesh has consistently denied India transit 
facility to the landlocked North Eastern Regions of 
India. Although India has a narrow land link to this 
North eastern region-Siliguri Corridor. 

 Construction andoperation of Farakka Barrage by 
India has been a thorn in the eye for Bangladesh 
which claims to receive less water of Ganges during 
dry seasons. Talk on Teesta is in loggerheads as well. 
Despite the contention, there hasn’t been any new thinking on this matter. 

 Bureaucratic delays in projects like BBIN and BCIM and lack of political will are delaying several ongoing 
projects between the two, affecting the bilateral relations. 

 Illegal migration by Bangladeshis into India- Bangladesh’s government has denied such infiltration instead 
of taking steps to cure it. Along with it new problems are emerging like illegal drug, arms trade and human 
trafficking. 

 Terrorist activities carried out by outfits based in both countries, like Banga Sena and Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-
Islami and there are frequent communal riots along the borders. 

Way forward: 

Like the PM of Bangladesh has been suggesting, we need a comprehensive water management accord which 
will deal with all our common rivers .Transit potentials need to brought under one umbrella organisation. This 
will integrate thoughts of both the sides. The two nations need to realize the importance of their geographical 
conditions and lay out plan to remove all the existing contentions. Lost opportunities must be put aside and 
new opportunities must be seized by both the nations. The cooperating initiatives like Agrtala Dhaka bus 
services, India providing electricity to Bangladesh for it giving broadband connectivity to North East regions 
are welcome steps. 
 

Topic: Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) and 

in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes. 

Q) Human interventions transform land, water and local ecologies, and in doing so deeply affect 

the availability of resources. Examine how does land use affect climate change. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The changes in land use have deep impact on the climate change in following ways:- 

 Weather & Climate-Deforestation or urbanization may influence the nature of the heat fluxes and 
availability of water vapor. Deforestation in central Africa and South America may have played a role in 
the shifting of the thunderstorms associated with the ITCZ. Since most of the world’s thunderstorms 
occur over land so when spatial differences in thunderstorms occur, it can affect the atmospheric 
circulation systems and affect weather and climate. 

 Ecosystem services & livelihood-Interventions like converting agricultural land for housing or industry, 
filling up ponds and building housing complexes on lake beds, etc. impact ecosystem services and climate 
adaptation. These especially affect the poor who are largely reliant on ecosystems for their livelihoods 
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 Albedo-According to World Meteorological Organization’s-“Land-use changes (e.g. cutting down forests 
to create farmland) have led to changes in the amount of sunlight reflected from the ground back into 
space (the surface albedo).  

 GHG-Tropical deforestation, which changes evapotranspiration rates, effects of agriculture, 
groundwater, soil moisture etc is there when the land is disturbed since the stored carbon dioxide along 
with methane and nitrous oxide is emitted, re-entering into the atmosphere and hence contributing to 
global warming 

 Heat Island-Urban unsustainable sprawl has lead to the increased amount of heat released within a 
densely populated area known as the urban heat island effect which has altered precipitation patterns, 
and more frequent and extreme weather events. 

 Dams hinder the flow of silt and formation of river deltas causing the loss of valuable wetlands. 

 Concretization retard the absorption of rainwater thereby aggravating the ground water table, choking 
of storm drains, flooding of high density urban areas etc 

 Unwise shifting to cash crops like sugarcane in water deficient areas like Marathwada has terribly 
exhausted the ground water and consequently the water availability plummets so much that the land 
may not be able to sustain the growth of even hardy crops which could otherwise have done well even 
with scanty rainfall 

 Concretization of river banks deters the inundation of neighbouring farms and fields with fertile silt and 
the percolation of mineral rich water which help in bumper harvest 

Conclusion:- 

More sustainable and more inclusive growth utilizing the ecosystem services, renewable energy, more R&D, 
following Paris agreement, kyoto protocol 2, CDM, Green climate fund & local awareness is the need of the 
hour. One should understand earth doesn’t belong to us but we do belong to earth. 
 

Topic: Distribution of key natural resources 

Q) The Ken-Betwa river-linking project was cleared by the standing committee of the National 

Board for Wildlife (NBWL). Why is this project controversial? Also discuss implications of NBWL 

clearance. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

 An ambitious project to link 
Ken and Betwa rivers has 
become a stage for a unique 
man-animal conflict. 
Proponents of the project, led 
by the Union Water Ministry, 
say that the proposed Daudhan 
dam and the 2.5 km canal — 
the key structures of the 
project — that will transfer 
surplus water from the Uttar 
Pradesh section of the Ken to 
the Betwa in Madhya Pradesh 
are critical to irrigate nearly 
7,00,000 hectares in drought-
ravaged Bundelkhand. 

However, environmentalists 
say that such a dam will 
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submerge at least 4,000 hectares of Madhya Pradesh’s Panna tiger reserve, whose tigers were almost lost to 
poaching in 2009 and have only recently been partially replenished. They allege that most districts in Madhya 
Pradesh will not actually get the promised water. There are vultures in the region, whose nests will be 
threatened by the height of the dam. 

Since the project involves clearing forest land, affects endangered animals and involves relocating some 
farmers, it requires multi-pronged environmental clearance by the Ministry of Environment Forests and 
Climate Change. 

Project is controversial due to following reasons:- 

 It will lead to submergence of a huge portion of Panna Tiger Reserve, compromising the ecological 
integrity of the region 

 Large amount of illegal sand mining along the coast of Ken, has already changed its course and further 
diversion to Betwa river will hamper the agriculture in the region even more 

 Ken flows 60-70 feet below Betwa river. Flow diversion will require constant pumping, which may cost a 
huge amount of electricity, leading to more negative externalities 

 The hydro power project proposed in the linking canal will not be able to recover the cost of pumping, 
leading to wastage of funds 

The clearance by NBWL is being seen given under political pressure to garner vote bank. The implications of 
such clearance include: 

 Such a clearance can serve as a benchmark for future clearances on such projects which can hamper 
India’s target to reach 33% of forest cover 

 It will lead to loss of 10% of tiger reserve’s area, along with loss of forest in the buffer area around it 

 As a result of this decision, Supreme court’s Central Empowered Committee will have to step in to take 
the final call to protect the flora and fauna in the region. 

Conclusion:- 

Although development in necessary in the country, but it should not come at the cost of destruction of nature. 
Government should be able to chart another course around the forest areas, along with making adequate 
plans for rehabilitation of population involved in the planning stage itself, while using the canal for building 
solar panels. Such measures will help in moving forward with a sustainable approach and help in benefitting 
all stakeholders. 
 

Q) It is said that the importance of water in the 21st century is comparable to that of oil in the 20th. 

Critically analyse  water’s strategic relevance to today’s world. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Oil has assumed the unprecedented importance in the 20th century on account of its use in aviation, industries, 
vehicles and various other uses in day to day life. Similarly water has assumed the greater importance in 
21st century. In fact importance of water goes beyond that of oil because there are some alternatives to oil 
like natural gas, wind, solar or nuclear energy but alternative to water is only water. 

Water’s strategic relevance to today’s world- 

 Terrorist organizations like Islamic State (IS) can take control of important water resources to force the 
resilient towns or villages into submission. Further, attacks on water infrastructure would ruin the life of 
people living in the vicinity of water body. 

 Water canals like Suez and Panama are critically important for the world trade. Disruption of such water 
links by terrorists or any other reason like civil war would hamper the world trade badly. 
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 Trans-national rivers have attained the greater importance at present. Water conflicts over such rivers 
are increasingly rising among the riparian states. For eg conflict between India and Pakistan over river 
Indus and its tributaries, conflict over river Nile in North Africa etc. 

 Control over seas and water bodies have given strategic advantage to the nations controlling it. For eg 
areas like South China Sea, Andaman Sea, Malakka Strait, Black Sea etc have been critical in such aspects. 

 Water bodies are playing important role in supplying natural resources to the surrounding nations. For 
eg natural resources like oil, natural gas, poly-metallic nodules etc. 

 Oceans and Rivers are most important sources of the food through activities like fishing for coastal and 
inland areas. 

Way forward- 

 Though the water has been issue of number of conflicts the world over, there are also hopes of using 
water as a medium to bring world peace. To pave the way for such an approach, however, the UN Security 
Council will have to declare water a “strategic resource of humanity” and adopt a resolution to protect 
water resources and installations, similar to Resolution 2286, adopted to protect medical facilities in 
armed conflicts. 

 In the longer term, countries that share riparian systems will need to establish regional security 
arrangements to preserve and protect their resources. With collaborative management underpinning 
collective protection, water, often a source of competition and conflict, could become a facilitator of 
peace and cooperation. Countries in the Congo basin are setting up right example. Denis Sassou-Nguesso, 
president of the Republic of the Congo, is at the forefront of this movement, leading a group of eight 
governments towards the establishment of the Blue Fund for the Congo Basin. If successful, the Fund will 
help to mitigate climate change, create new avenues of river-based employment, and promote collective 
security in an unstable region. 

 

Q) Increasingly ineffective usual responses to water shortages and drought situations in some 

states, especially in southern states such as Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, have not helped mitigate 

the problem. What long-term measures should be taken to tackle drought and water shortage 

problem? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

The recent water disputes between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu shows the growing scarcity of water and need 
to take steps for long term measures of drought mitigation 

1) A technical body involving geographers and scientists to be set up to know about the topography, 
hydrological mapping, data aggregation and weather forecast. 

2) Water Management board for any future issues involving representation from these states. 

3) Promotion of sprinklers and drip Irrigation (short term as well) to save water, increase productivity, 
prevent soil erosion. 

4) Go for water harvesting, less groundwater exploitation, construction of small dams, preserving rain water, 
artificial ponds to save further water. 

5) Farmers should go for less water intensive crops, moreover save virtual water since India is the largest 
exporter of virtual water. 

6) Going for inter-state collective farming groups to enhance bonding preventing hostility. 

7) Overdeveloped river basins to be checked and further urban sprawl has to be controlled. 

8) Going for afforestation dense forest will provide livelihood as well as prevent the region from drought and 
flash flood also from bad effect of ELNINO. 
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9) Wells near the basin should be recharged and a check on sand contractors and siltation of the dams. 

10) Pollution and toxic waste should be treated and also heavy penalties if there is violation. 

11) Scientists to find ways to recharge the water also go for international exposure like recently with Japan 
and Israel. 

12) Political consensus and effective schemes and legislation with proper implementation and monitoring. 

 Implementing Mihir Shah commission recommendations of grading the water. 

 Promoting Tank irrigation which is a traditional methods of water conservation and irrigation. 

 Urban water use policy for urban area as their demands are higher compared to rural area and the 
industries, residents can be effectively regulated. 

 Water reuse and recycle policy can be formulated with component for new high rise colonies and 
Industrial usage with effective monitoring. 

 Mainstreaming water conservation through rain water harvesting 

 The water usage efficiency must be seen in the long term. Construction of Hydroprojects and lift irrigation 
is a key for many states. Mini irrigation projects, check dams and other water works in the villages. 

 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies 

Q) “The new Indian urban landscape is being designed around grand concepts such as smart cities 

and export-oriented industrial corridors. In our desire to be global, we are emulating outdated 

models of urbanisation and economic progress borrowed from nations that have grown rich 

through questionable means.” In your opinion, what model of urban growth should Indian cities 

emulate? In the light of the statement, critically analyse. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction:- 

Urbanization in India began to accelerate after independence, due to the country’s adoption of a mixed 
economy, which gave rise to the development of the private sector. Urbanisation is taking place at a faster 
rate in India. Population residing in urban areas in India, according to 1901 census, was 11.4%. This count 
increased to 28.53% according to 2001 census, and crossing 30% as per 2011 census, standing at 
31.16%. According to a survey by UN State of the World Population report in 2007, by 2030, 40.76% of 
country’s population is expected to reside in urban areas. As per World Bank, India, along 
with China, Indonesia, Nigeria, and the United States, will lead the world’s urban population surge by 2050. 

India is adapting the western models of urbanizations for maximizing and efficiently developing the urban 
space to accommodate the large chunk of population. However the western models we emulate in smart cities 
and export oriented industrial corridors have the advantages of giving a Ready (and already tested) planning 
of physical and social infrastructure -Water and waste management, public spaces, connectivity, ICT in law 
and order. However these 20th century models have the following drawbacks- 

 Climate resilience – the cities do not cater for environmental disasters as well as damage which the cities 
themselves cause- Paris floods, Beijing smog. 

 Inclusion- The poor though have a social security net but cities fail to cater for their sustainable 
development. 

 Monotonous urban landscape without due respect to local topography. 

 Artificial concretization which leads to urban heat islands. 

 Cities built mostly on economic terms without considering or less importance to cultural and recreational 
aspects of human beings. 
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 The current models does not take into consideration the growth and inclusion at micro-levels, but at the 
grand macro-levels only. 

 The growth models are highly centralized, like the Industrial Corridor and the Smart City Mission, which 
encourage rapid migration towards some few urban belts and areas. 

India needs to adapt a customized model of urbanization which maximizes benefits from the old model and 
goes a step ahead in addressing its drawbacks- – 

 Urbanization supported by industrialization- catering for future footfall in the city prevents slum growth 
and better inclusion. Raising cities without employment opportunities doesn’t solve long term agendas. 

 Urban local bodies revamp, seamless connectivity with suburban areas/ farms. 

 Inclusion for the elderly and the disabled, Safety of women and children. India doesn’t yet agree to the 
“right to the city” in Urban Habitat III agenda. 

 Climate mitigation- to avoid situations like Chennai floods. 

 A decentralized growth model creating fractal habitation with self-governance, self-sustaining 
democratized cities, which has the same as the nation as a whole. 

 Addressing the employment issues of the migrants by focusing more on urban industrialization. 

 Rurban Planning, which creates growth at micro-level and impedes rural-to-urban migration 

 Equity oriented citizen welfare program to minimise poverty, this can be done by employment 
generation, housing, better education and skill development, improving health facilities with better 
sanitation and drinking water facilities. 

 Availability of cheaper and environment friendly fuel for cooking and transport, cheaper and 
environment friendly mode of public transport, using environment friendly technologies such as rain 
water harvesting, solar devices 

 State being catalyst for social transformation and modernisation of economy and society. 

Conclusion:- 

 It is not absolutely correct to say that we are emulating outdated concepts of urbanisation which has been 
copied from the nations which have become rich by questionable means since we are not applying absolute 
method of industrialisation which took place in Europe neither our democratic socialist liberal country is pro 
rich and anti-poor as was true with Europe in the past. With respect to our demography and our national 
values we have customised concepts of urbanisation. Export oriented industrial corridor cannot be called best 
model of urban growth since it holds only economic factor but by no means smart city concept is outdated or 
questionable in approach, smart city itself is characterised by “efficient use of physical infrastructure through 
artificial intelligence and data analytics to support a strong and healthy economic, social, cultural development 
and it include concepts like e-governance, sustainable development”. Our present schemes like AMRUT, 
HRIDAY, PRASAD, HOUSING FOR ALL, SWACHH BHARAT ABHIYAN – URBAN are actively moving in the direction 
of urban growth. 
 

Q) Pollution in Delhi is a growing emergency and could reach real dangerous levels if treated with 

the usual sluggish, ad hoc measures. Discuss alternative measures to such as odd-even scheme to 

fight pollution in Delhi. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

The capital city of India is facing worst phase of pollution and it could lead to devastating effect if pollution 
remains untreated or inadequately treated. Although number of steps have been taken in this regard, strict 
implementation has been lackluster and inadequate. Further most of the actions themselves lack sound 
strategy and sustainability. Thus is urgent need for evolving sustainable and effective measures. 
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Causes of pollution in Delhi 

 Growing population of the city. The pressure and haphazard growth of the population is deteriorating 
the environment. 

 There has been highly haphazard and unplanned development of industries and factories. Studies have 
revealed that only about 20% of the industrial units are set up in the approved industrial areas whereas 
the rest of them are in residential and commercial areas. 

 There has been a huge rise in the vehicular population, in spite of the metro railways, aggravating traffic 
congestion and increasing air and noise pollution. It has also been reported that the number of vehicles 
plying on the roads of Delhi is more than that of the three metropolitan cities of Mumbai, Kolkata and 
Chennai taken together. 

 There have also been an ever-increasing number of diesel vehicles plying on the roads, which are largely 
responsible for the air pollution. 

 It has been reported by the National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) that everyday 
almost 8,000 m tonnes of solid waste is being generated in Delhi. Plus we also have the industrial 
hazardous and non-hazardous waste. On an average, everyday, the MCDs and the NDMC manage to clear 
about 5,000-5,500 m tonnes of garbage. This results in the accumulation of more and more garbage in 
the city. 

 There has been no proper technology or methods to treat solid, liquid, waste water, industrial and 
hospital wastes in the city. 

 There has been too much dependence on fossil fuels like coal-fired power plants, improper use of energy 
in buildings and the excessive use of biomass for cooking and heating, etc 

Pollution in Delhi: Facts and figures 

 According to the Ambient Air Pollution (AAP) report for the year 2014, Delhi had PM 2.5 pollution levels, 
which is the highest in the world, followed by Beijing. This result was based on the monitoring of PM 
measurement of outdoor air pollution from almost 1,600 cities in 91 countries. 

 The highest concentration of PM 2.5 form of air pollution is supposed to be a very serious matter and can 
lead to respiratory diseases and other health problems like lung cancer. 

 According to the WHO, air pollution is the fifth largest killer in India. 

 Carbon monoxide (CO), a dangerous gas emission, is around 6,000 microgram per cubic metre in Delhi, 
which is much above the the safe level of 2,000 microgram per cubic metre. 

 The level of nitrogen dioxide (NO2) has also been increasing. 

 According to the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Delhi’s air quality index (AQI) is 121, which is described as 
“poor.” The AQI is an index for reporting daily air quality, about how clean or polluted the air is. 

Alternative measures- 

For Air pollution- 

 Adoption ofCar Pool Lane (CPL)/ High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) as in US, Canada which encourages 
people to car pool instead of commuting solo. Incentivizing CPL/HOV would make citizens to embrace 
this concept voluntarily. 

 A congestion charge may be levied on vehicles entering congested areas as in Stockholm, to discourage 
them from using vehicles during peak hours. 

 Government can provide subsidy on sustainable, non-polluting transportation choices like cycles, electric 
cars which have zero emissions. 

 Encouraging people to opt for public transport. Making it free of charge for a few days can make it an 
attractive choice. 
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 Restricting farmers from Punjab and Haryana from burning the leftover after harvesting season. 

 There should be mobile enforcement teams deployed at various locations for monitoring polluting 
vehicles and vehicles not having PUC certificates. 

 A Mass Rapid Transport System (MRTS) should be constructed with the aim of providing a non-polluting, 
useful and affordable rail-based mass rapid transit system for Delhi, integrated with other modes of 
transport. 

For water pollution- 

 There is need to prepare action plans to deal with improving quality of water resources in and around 
Delhi. 

 Online Effluent monitoring system can be installed to check the discharge of effluent directly into the 
rivers and other water resources. 

 One can also reduce water pollution by reducing the use of chemicals, cleaning agents, pesticides, 
herbicides, fertilizers etc. 

 Treatment of wastes before discharge: Factories should be made to treat its effluent wastes prior to 
discharge. Toxic material must be treated chemically and converted into harmless materials. If possible, 
factories should try to recycle the treated water. 

For noise pollution- 

 There is need to create acoustic zoning where distance between source and receiver is increased by 
zoning of noisy industrial areas, bus terminals and railway stations, aerodromes etc. away from the resi-
dential areas. It would go a long way in minimizing noise pollution. 

 There should be silence zones near the residential areas, educational institutions and above all, near 
hospitals. 

 Planting green trees and shrubs along roads, hospitals, educational institutions etc. help in noise 
reduction to a considerable extent in Delhi. 

For soil pollution- 

 Reduce the use of harmful products to the environment by using more biodegradable products and 
reducing the use of plastic bags. 

 Citizens should reduce the amount of generation of garbage itself by reusing and recycling the waste 
products. 

 Local authorities should use scientific methods of waste disposal. Eg Pyrolysis. 
  

Q) Discuss the significance and feasibility of New Delhi’s decision to make iconic Connaught Place 

a pedestrian zone and keep out cars and other vehicles from its middle and inner circle roads. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The move to make New Delhi’s iconic Connaught Place a pedestrian zone and to keep out cars and other 
vehicles from its middle and inner circle roads, during a three-month trial program is an encouraging attempt 
to reconquer public space. 

Significance of this decision- 

 It will provide safe, comfortable and accessible experience for walkers. Adding fountains as humidifiers, 
public plazas, light and sound shows are inexpensive provisions which will supplement the aesthetics of 
the area. 
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 The pilot project will decide the feasibility of such move and will act as precedence for other municipal 
bodies to implement the same in their cities. 

 Increased use of bicycles and walking will induce a behavioral change among the citizens which will have 
health benefits. 

 Decrease in quantity of vehicles would also result in reducing the pollution in those areas. 

 The move may also result in decrease in pedestrian injuries which often takes place when large number 
of vehicles clogs the road. This was evident in Times Square in New York. 

Feasibility of the move: 

 The popular conservative opinion states that such unclogging measures are pernicious to economy and 
efficiency. But the experience from Times Square, New York; Central Avenue, Madrid shows that better 
walking and availability of food plazas and shops attract more people improving the local economy. 

 The public transport infrastructure should be improved so that people do not face difficulties in such 
areas. 

 The feasibility depends on the determination of law enforcers and the will of public to understand their 
own benefit and comply. 

 Conclusion- 

Keeping powered vehicles out of core areas, expanding pavements for pedestrians and facilitating the use of 
bicycles is today a high-priority goal for mayors and urban governments the world over. In the intermediate 
phase, many cities find it rewarding to levy a stiff congestion charge on personal vehicles entering designated 
areas. This is a mature idea and needs to be trialled in India, under its ongoing smart cities program. 
 

Q) The city is never a function of concrete objects assembled in space, but rather, how people live 

together, prosper and create better lives for themselves. Examine how citizens can be solution to 

growing problems in Indian cities. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

People are the pivot of urban development. They are not just receiver of the services but the monitor, 
facilitator and active watchdog of the progress and development. 

Issues facing by Indian cities- 

 Uncontrolled growth- Indian cities are witnessing high proportion of migration from rural areas and cities 
have failed to accommodate them. It has led to congested roads, heavy traffic, air pollution and other ill 
effects. 

 Social insecurity- crimes against women are raising, unemployment is increasing. 

 Environmental degradation- haphazard growth of cities has led to disappearance of water bodies, 
reduction in tree cover, increase in plastic waste etc. 

 Lack of basic amenities- local governments in cities have been lackluster in providing basic amenities to 
people like clean water, electricity, waste disposal etc. 

 Uneven growth- peripheral areas of the cities have been neglected in the process of development, illegal 
constructions have emerged in such areas and lack of regulation is leading to the haphazard growth. 

 Lack of efficient public transport- this has been the critical issue in the development of Indian cities. Public 
transport in most of the cities has been slow, inefficient and irritating. 
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Citizens can be solution to the growing problems in urban cities in following ways- 

 Cleanliness & Hygiene: people play critical role in keeping their locality neat and clean. They are the one 
who can keep keen vigil on the cleanliness of the area and monitor the functioning of local governments 
in waste disposal. Citizens themselves segregating dry and wet waste will help in scientific waste disposal. 

 Reducing pollution and congestion in the cities- Citizens giving more preference to use car-pooling, public 
transport can lessen traffic woes. Also decrease in use of personal vehicles will reduce vehicular 
emissions. 

 Efficient utilization of resources: resources such as electricity, water, fresh air should not be taken for 
granted just because one has economic might to pay for them. A sustainable use of such resources would 
not only save these resources but would also make them available for the future generations too. 

 Consultation during urban planning: citizens can take active part during planning process of development 
of their locality as being local they could give important insight to the government. 

 Obeying the law and order: this is the behavioral aspects of the citizens where their ethical conduct 
affects the social and economic aspect. Less crime, safe environment for children, women and old age 
are the inherent areas to address first for. 

 City dwellers by being alert, vigilant and watchful can play important role in realizing social security of 
their city. 

Conclusion- 

Empowered and informed citizens are the prior condition for sustainable development and thereby realizing 
the projects like Smart city mission, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan etc. 
 

Q) Do you think the rise of private-cab services in metro cities indicates failure on part of 

governments to allocate resources for effective public transport system? Discuss the advantages 

of public transport, focusing more on safety aspects. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

Indian metropolitan cities are witnessing huge inward migration particularly in search of employment. Though 
women constitute large chunk of the labor force, public transport has been major impediment in their free 
movement across the city. 

Whether rise in private cab services indicates failure of government to allocate resources for effective public 
transport? 

Arguments in favor- 

 Usually public transport has fixed hours of service and thus could not be used at odd hours like in midnight 
or early morning. 

 The reach of public transport has been limited mostly to the core areas of the city. The peripheral areas 
have been poorly served where most of the migrants live. 

 Public transport lacks ‘Last Mile Connectivity’ due which most of the women are made to take longer 
routes. 

 Public transports like Buses and Local/Metro services are inadequate in terms of quantity and most of 
the time falls short of quality (cleanliness, hygiene etc) thus compelling commuters to go for cabs. 

 Public transport has proved to be inadequate in ensuring safety of women. Other passengers do make 
entry into coaches specially reserved for women in the night-time. 

 Finally private cab services wouldn’t have prospered had there been efficient and quick public transport 
present in the cities. 
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Arguments against- 

 Cab services provide ‘End to End’ connectivity which suits to the need of commuters and also saves 
his/her time. 

 Cab services have prospered even at places where public transport is good on accounts of factors like 
flexibility, low prices and smooth travel. 

 The public transport services like Delhi Metro have been successful beyond imagination and such projects 
are coming up in cities like Bengaluru, Jaipur, Pune etc. 

Advantages of public transport- 

 Co-passengers ensure vigilance on the activities of any errant passenger that ensures safety. 

 Presence of Driver and Conductor, ie Government Servants ensure help in case of any problem that leads 
to increased faith in the working of public transport. 

 Pre-determined path of public transport creates a feeling of safety as no different route will be taken to 
take advantage of situation like empty roads, strange places etc. 

 There are always help guidelines/contact numbers, women attendants, First Aid help etc provided in 
public transport which provides safety cushion to the passengers. 

 An effective public transport will have interface for schedule and route information, which will enable 
commuters to plan their travel according to their comfort, and also enable their family to track their 
whereabouts. 

 An effective transport facilitates less congestion, smooth traffic flow and hence punctual ensuring timely 
arrival of the passengers to their next stop or destination. 

Conclusion- 

Growing India cities needs ever improving public transport facilities. The private services like cabs have their 
own advantages and should be seen as complementary rather the competition to public transport. 
 

Q) To rehabilitate slum dwellers, a common approach adopted is to build higher quality, affordable 

housing for the poor on the city’s periphery. Critically comment on the viability and usefulness of 

this approach for the urban poor. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Definition of slum: 

A Slum, for the purpose of Census, has been defined as residential areas where dwellings are unfit for human 
habitation by reasons of dilapidation, overcrowding, faulty arrangements and design of such buildings, 
narrowness or faulty arrangement of street, lack of ventilation, light, or sanitation facilities or any combination 
of these factors which are detrimental to the safety and health.  

For the purpose of Census, slums have been categorized and defined as of the following three types: 

1. Notified Slums 

2. Recognized Slums 

3. Identified Slums 

 Out of 4,041 Statutory Towns in Census 2011 Slums reported from 2,543 Towns (63%) 

 Total Slum Enumeration Blocks (SEBs) in Census 2011 is about 1.08 lakh in the country. 

 Largest number of Slum EBs reported from Maharashtra (21,359) 

Today, a majority of the world’s population lives in cities, and the global urban population is on track to double 
by 2050.In much of the developing world, the first residence for a migrant in the city is in the slum. 
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The approach for slum dwelling management has been various dimensions. One of the approaches is to shift 
the slum dwellers from one area to other housing areas having better living conditions. In many schemes the 
government uses this approach of resettlement such as Pradhan mantri awas yojana. The number of slum 
dwellers is growing and will continue to increase unless there is serious and concerted action by all relevant 
stakeholders. 

Shifting slum people to city has following advantages: 

 The UN-Habitat report, “The Challenge of Slums: Global 
Report on Human Settlements 2003”, shows that slum 
life often entails enduring some of the most intolerable 
housing conditions, which frequently include sharing 
toilets with hundreds of people, living in overcrowded 
and insecure neighborhoods, and constantly facing the 
threat of eviction. 

 Slum dwellers are also more likely to contract water-
borne diseases, such as cholera and typhoid, as well as 
opportunistic ones that accompany HIV/AIDS. 

 Slum life, therefore, places enormous social and 
psychological burdens on residents, which often leads to 
broken homes and social exclusion. 

 Although the common perception is that slums are 
breeding grounds for crime, the report shows that slum 
dwellers, in fact, are more often victims than 
perpetrators of crime. 

 It makes the slum land available to the govt for further 
infrastructure development. 

 With the future development of smart cities in almost all metropolitans, the city periphery will also 
receive adequate water and electricity supply. 

 It stems the flow of urbanization and helps in decreasing the burden on resources in the cities. 

Report put the vacancy in urban housing built under the PMAY at 23 per cent. This shows the challenges in 
successful implementation of the slum resettlement schemes. 

 People deny to resettlement due to vicinity and opportunity for livelihood opportunities in urban areas. 

 Lack of emotional and financial support to poor people during life crisis. 

 The standard of living of the people remains almost the same, with no increase in water or quality 
electricity supply. 

 There is need of moral suasion and awareness campaign for slum dwellers before resettlement. 

Conclusion- 

In-situ slum upgrading is a far more effective solution to improving the lives of slum dwellers than is 
resettlement. Modified slums build sense of confidence among the poor people in the society. Along with this, 
small scale industries should be encouraged in such housing establishments, with provision of mandatory 
procurement from such industries for large scale industries in the city. This will ensure better pull factors for 
slum dwellers and help in providing adequate living conditions to larger population. 
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