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NOTE: Please remember that following  ‘answers’ are NOT ‘model answers’. They are NOT synopsis too if we go by 

definition of the term. What we are providing is content that both meets demand of the question and at the same time 

gives you extra points in the form of background information. 
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GS II 

 

Topic: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, Basic structure; Comparison of the 

Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries 

1. What are the merits and demerits of presidential system? Do you think India should adopt 

presidential system? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Modern democratic governments are classified into parliamentary and presidential on the basis of nature of 

relations between the executive and the legislative organs of the government. The parliamentary system of 

government is the one in which the executive is responsible to the legislature for its policies and acts. This 

type of model is prevalent in Britain, Canada, India and Japan. The presidential system of government on the 

other hand is one in which the executive is not responsible to the legislature for its policies and acts, and is 

constitutionally independent of the legislature in respect of its term of office. USA, Brazil and Russia are 

examples of this type of model of government. 

Features of presidential system- 

 President is both the head of the state and the head of the government. As the head of the state he/she 

occupies a ceremonial position and as the head of the government he/she leads the executive organ of 

the government. 

 The President is elected by an electoral college for a fixed tenure. He/she cannot be removed by the 

legislature except by the impeachment for the grave constitutional act. 

 The President governs with the help of a cabinet or smaller body called ‘Kitchen Cabinet’. It is only an 

advisory body and consists of non-elected departmental secretaries. They are selected and appointed by 

him/her, are responsible only to him/her and can be removed by him/her any time. 

 The President and his/her secretaries are not responsible to the congress for their acts. They neither 

possess membership in the legislature nor attend its session. 

 The President cannot dissolve the legislature. 

 The doctrine of separation of power is the basis of Presidential system. The legislature, executive and 

judicial powers of the government are separated and vested in the three independent organs of the 

government. 

Merits of presidential system- 

 Stable government- The Presidential system provides a stable government. There is surety that 

government would survive for its tenure unless the President commits grave constitutional act and is 

impeached. 

 Definiteness in policies- The Presidential system is conducive for the formulation and implementation of 

long-term policies due certainty of the tenure of the government. 

 Based on separation of powers- There is complete and rigid separation of powers between the 

legislative, executive and judicial organs of the state. This prevents the despotic tendencies of any one 

organ and balances the distribution of power. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Government by experts- The Presidential system is conducive to the administrative efficiency as 

ministers or secretaries are the experts in their fields. The President is free to choose his/her secretaries 

from the wide range of candidates and experts in their respective fields. 

Demerits of Presidential system- 

 Conflict between Legislature and Executive- It is biggest drawback of the Presidential system as conflict 

between legislature and executive can arose due to rigid separation of powers. This may stall the 

functioning of government and defeat the very purpose of governance. 

 Non-responsible government- In Presidential system executives are not responsible to the legislature for 

their acts and policies. Thus it is difficult for elected representatives or legislative organ to exercise control 

over executives. 

 Autocratic tendencies- In this system executive authority is vested in single person that is President and 

when President enjoys support in legislature, could lead to dictatorial tendencies. 

 Narrow representation- In Presidential system secretaries are not elected members of the legislature 

but they are appointed by President. This restricts the scope of the wide representation and is limited to 

President’s favor. 

Should India adopt the Presidential system? 

A presidential system centralizes power in one individual unlike the parliamentary system, where the Prime 

Minister is the first among equals. The surrender to the authority of one individual, as in the presidential 

system, is dangerous for democracy. The over-centralization of power in one individual is something we have 

to guard against. Those who argue in favor of a presidential system often state that the safeguards and checks 

are in place: that a powerful President can be stalled by a powerful legislature. But if the legislature is 

dominated by the same party to which the President belongs, a charismatic President or a “strong President” 

may prevent any move from the legislature. On the other hand, if the legislature is dominated by a party 

opposed to the President’s party and decides to checkmate him, it could lead to a stalemate in governance 

because both the President and the legislature would have democratic legitimacy. 

A diverse country like India cannot function without consensus-building. This “winner takes it all” approach, 

which is a necessary consequence of the presidential system, is likely to lead to a situation where the views of 

an individual can ride roughshod over the interests of different segments. Thus India is performing well on the 

scale of Parliamentary system and needs to strengthen it. 

Conclusion- 

India’s constitutional makers adopted the Parliamentary system due to factors like familiarity of the system, 

preference to more responsibility, need to avoid Legislative-Executive conflict and nature of Indian society. 

These factors still stands relevant at present for Indian polity. In fact the matter whether to change for 

Presidential system was considered in detail by Swaran Singh Committee appointed by the congress 

government in 1975. The committee opined that the parliamentary system has been doing well and there is 

no need to replace with Presidential system. 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 9 www.insightsonindia.com 

2. How was the Constituent Assembly constituted? Do you agree with some of the criticisms made 

against the composition and working of the Constituent Assembly? Critically comment. (200 

Words) 

Laxmikanth, Indian Polity, Chapter – 2 

Constitution of Constituent Assembly 

The constitution assembly (CA) was constituted in November 1946 under the scheme formulated by the 

Cabinet Mission Plan. 

The total strength of CA was to be 398. Of these, 296 seats were to be allotted to British India and 93 seats to 

the princely states. Each province and princely states were to be allotted seats in proportion to their respective 

population. Seats allotted to each British province were to be decided among the three principal communities- 

Muslims, Sikhs and General. 

The representatives of each community were to be elected by members of that community in the provincial 

legislative assembly and voting was to be by the method of proportional representation by means of single 

transferable vote. The representatives of princely states were to be nominated by the heads of the princely 

states. 

Thus CA was partly elected and partly nominated body. Moreover the members were to be indirectly elected 

by the members of the provincial assemblies who themselves were elected on a limited franchise. 

Criticism of the CA- 

 Not a representative body- the critics have argued that the CA was not a representative body as its 

members were not directly elected by the people of India on the basis of universal franchise. 

 Not a sovereign body- the critics have maintained that the CA was created by a proposal of British 

government. 

 Time consuming- according to critics, the CA took unduly long time to make constitution. 

 Dominated by Congress- the CA was criticized as one party body in an essentially one party country. 

 Lawyer-politician domination- CA was dominated by lawyers and politicians and other sections of society 

were not represented sufficiently. 

 Dominated by Hindus- CA was criticized as Hindu dominated body. 

Although the CA was not directly elected by the people of India on the basis of adult franchise, the assembly 

comprised representatives of all sections of Indian society- Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Parsis, Anglo-Indian, Indian 

Christians, SC’s, ST’s etc. The CA included all the important personalities of the time with the exception of M 

K Gandhi and M A Jinnah. 

The competent members elected to the body, exhibited tremendous zeal and initiative when it came to 

framing the Constitution in a comprehensive manner. At the same time, even the Congress party members 

and leaders allowed a lot of scope to the opposition to present their points of view, and did not ignore their 

recommendations or suggestions at different points. 

The very fact that the Constituent Assembly finalized the Constitution in a short period of about 3 years is 

enough proof to highlight the fact the body had performed a phenomenal task, with all the members working 

tirelessly to provide a near-perfect Constitution for the world’s largest democracy. Taking that into 

perspective, one can sideline the criticisms, as for any action or event, a critical perspective is always present, 

irrespective of how good the final outcome is. 
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3. What’s the significance of the Preamble? Is Preamble part of the constitution of India? Examine. 

(200 Words) 

Laxmikanth, Indian Polity, Chapter – 4 

Introduction:- 

The preamble embodies the basic philosophy and fundamental values –political, moral and religious on which 

constitution is based. It contains the grand and noble vision of constitution assembly and reflects the dreams 

and aspirations of founding father of constitution. 

Sir Alladi Krishnaswami Iyer said “The preamble of constitution expresses what we had thought or dreamt so 

long ” 

According to K M Munshi a member of drafting committee “Preamble is the horoscope of our sovereign 

democratic republic” 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava summed up the importance of preamble as “The Preamble is the most important 

part of constitution. It is the jewel set in the constitution. It is the key to the constitution. It is the proper 

yardstick with which one can measure the worth of constitution” 

Sir Ernest Barker a distinguished English political scientist described Preamble as a Key note to constitution. 

M Hidayatullah a former chief Justice of India observed “Preamble resembles the Declaration of Independence 

of United States of America. It is the soul of our constitution which laid down the pattern of our political 

system. It contains a solemn resolve which nothing but a revolution can alter.” 

IS PREAMBLE PART OF CONSTITUTION:- 

In Berubari Union case (1960) the Supreme Court said that Preamble shows the general purpose behind the 

several provisions of constitution. But it specifically opined that Preamble is not a part of the constitution. 

In Keshavanand Bharati case (1973) the Supreme court rejected the earlier opinion and held that preamble is 

a part of Constitution. It is of extreme importance and the constitution should be read and interpreted in the 

light of grand and noble vision expressed in the Preamble. 

In LIC of India case (1995) Supreme Court again held that Preamble is an integral part of the constitution 

TWO THINGS TO BE NOTED:- 

The Preable is neither a source of power to legislature nor a prohibition upon the powers of legislature. 

It is non justiciable that is its provisions are not enforceable in courts of law. 

 

4. It is argued that the Indian democracy has strengthened communities at the cost of the rights 

of the individual. Do you agree? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Democracy is a system of government in which citizens exercise power directly or through elected 

representatives from among themselves to form a governing body, such as parliament.In a democracy with 

no limits, it is the majority that decides for the minority. What makes Indian democracy good for the people 

of India is the Indian republic. 

The fundamental rights of a citizen, or the republican values in our Constitution, curb the powers of the 

democratically elected government. But the real effect of those rights has been gradually eroded due to 

various exceptions introduced to the fundamental rights both by the legislature as well as the judiciary, 
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excesses of democracy or majority rule, inadequate state capacity, and lack of demand by the citizenry for 

upholding fundamental rights. 

The judiciary is also part of the scheme to curb the powers of the government. And it has indeed given some 

very progressive judgements. In Bijoe Emmanuel v. State of Kerala (1986), the Supreme Court in a welcome 

judgement expanded freedom of expression to include the right to remain silent, thus allowing children 

belonging to a sect called Jehovah’s Witnesses the right to not sing the national anthem. But the same court 

has now mandated respect for the anthem. The unremitting quest for popular legitimacy, a product of 

democracy without curbs, has also corroded institutions that are supposed to safeguard the cherished values 

of the Indian republic. 

A contest parallel to that of democracy and republic is one between communities and individuals. Indian 

democracy has strengthened the power of communities and the weak state has meant that the Indian republic 

has not been able to protect the rights of an individual in conflict with a community. 

The “first past the post” system of electing representatives has permitted political parties to choose a select 

number of communities to cultivate for elections. Various tools of governance ranging from reservations in 

jobs to subsidies for power, water, fertilizer, etc., are employed to cultivate groups which can deliver en masse 

votes. Political parties have increasingly focused on pleasing the community as a whole rather than looking 

after the interests of an individual which in some cases are not the same as community interest. 

A few minority groups tend to gain a disproportionate share in the governance agenda. 

The case of triple talaq is an example : Most of the political parties have sided with the Muslim orthodoxy in 

the name of protecting the traditions and customs of the minority group. 

When it comes to the rights of the individual—the freedom to write a book that offends a religious community, 

the freedom to make a film that offends the supporters of a political party, or the freedom to not sing the 

national anthem—the weak Indian state surrenders to the mobocracy of groups with votes. 

Increasingly the trend in India has been disappointing. The Indian state has presented itself as a weak body 

which surrenders to the fringe element’s demand or community demand. 

Democracy has two aspects: 

 Procedural i.e elections. 

 Substantive e.g rule of law, dignified life, etc 

In procedural part -Democracy has strengthened communities. The votes are cast in the name of communities, 

castes ,religions, etc. However, there are transformations taking place. Appeal in the name of caste, religion, 

etc. are considered ‘corrupt practices’ and banned by S.C. 

In Substantive part – democracy strengthened communities through Caste reservations (Jat,Patidar, etc. 

agitations),Oligarchy, majoritarian rule and inequality emerging among communities ,etc. 

But, there are changes and individuals are now seen as ‘units of analysis’ for decision making instead of 

communities : 

-Vulnerables and marginalized such as women are empowered by reservation but not communities 

-Right based approach such as RTE, RTI, MGNREGA, NFSA etc.. These again focus on individuals but not 

community 

-Fixing accountability by people through Gram Sabha, social audit, Right to service, citizen charter, etc. 
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CONCLUSION – 

India is multicultural, pluralistic and diversified society and becoming more mature democracy day by day. 

Worldwide no democracy has evolved over the night and Indian democracy which is almost successful against 

it’s contemporary nations like Pakistan, Brazil, China or African nations. But regular efforts of all stakeholders 

like judiciary, active civil society, neutral media and responsible political masses are must to prevent her from 

becoming weak Republic. 

  

5. How does the Constitution of India define freedom of speech and expression? Why are films 

banned? What consequences would these bans have on our freedom of speech and expression 

and on the rule of law? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Films are the mirror of society. Whatever is happening in a civil society gets reflected in films and cinema. 

India is the largest producer of films in the world. Films have played important role in the transformation of 

Indian society. From the time of freedom struggle to wars with Pakistan and China, films have helped 

arousing the feeling of nationalism in the citizen of the country. Films have also played important role in 

raising several social issues time to time. 

Constitution of India also safeguards the freedom of speech and expression through films in the following 

way :- 

1. Article 19(A) of the constitution guarantees the fundamental right of freedom of expression. Although 

this freedom of expression is not absolute one. 

2. Article 19(B) permits govt. to impose restrictions on the freedom of expression on several bases, like 

security of state, sovereignty and integrity of India, friendly relationship with foreign countries, public 

order, decency and morality, contempt of court and defamation. 

why are films banned – 

The films are banned for six reasons. 

1. First, movies which supposedly depict the country in a bad light. 

BBC’s documentary India’s Daughter (2015), which contains interviews with the alleged rapists of the 

2012 Delhi gang-rape victim, is banned in India because it records certain views of the rapists which 

show the country in a poor light. 

2. Second, movies which portray the life of our leaders, but in an unfavourable manner — such 

as Aandhi (1975) and Kissa Kursi Ka (1977). 

2. Third, movies which depict communal violence are prone to be banned; such movies are deemed to 

arouse the passion of the people that can lead to problems of public order. 

3. Fourth, movies which ‘hurt’ the religious sentiments of the people — such as The Da Vinci 

Code (2006), which was banned in five States in India as it ‘hurt’ the sentiments of the Christian 

community. 

4. Fifth, movies are censored on the ground of obscenity. Mira Nair’s Kama Sutra —A Tale of 

Love (1996) dealt with a story of four lovers in 16th century India. Though Kama Sutra , the book, is 

easily available in India, the Censor Board still found the movie “too explicit”, “unethical” and 

“immoral”. 
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5. Finally, there are those films which deal with tabooed subjects like lesbianism, and transsexuality, 

such as Fire (1996) and Gulabi Aaina (The Pink Mirror, 2002). 

Thus, the ban on a film is legally justifiable only on the seven grounds given in the constitution , and none 

else. 

The legal issue today is whether censoring films and protesting against the freedom of the artists are legally 

justified under Article 19 (2) of the Constitution or not. The ban on the ground of public order or obscenity, 

at times, might be justified. But the prohibition on the grounds that the film “hurts the pride of the people of 

the nation”, or “hurts the religious sentiments of a community”, or that “it defies Indian sensibility”, or “it is 

against the Indian ethos or culture”, or “it is woman-oriented” are clearly untenable. For such grounds are 

not covered by Article 19 (2). 

Such bans have following implications on the society – 

1. Consequence on freedom of expression: 

• Violates the rights & freedoms of the film producer and the film viewers. Scuttles creative freedom, 

and its improvement, and established norms can never be challenged. 

• Empowers the state to control free flow of information 

2. Consequence on rule of law: 

• Such bans are unconstitutional and undermines constitutional authority 

• Promotes people to illegally watch it on the internet – which dilutes rule of law 

3. Bad effect on democracy: Such bans let state decide what is right and wrong for its people, instead of 

let people decide what is right or wrong for them. Allows development of chauvanistic politics . 

4. Deprivation of Rights of Majority : Bans on movies for the appeasement of the minor social groups 

deprives the majority of their right to see and enjoy good literature and cinema. 

5. Encouragement to Unfair Demands : If a movie is banned to appease one social group, it is likely that 

other groups would ask for the same in future. Thus these demands would be increasing in future 

endlessly. 

CONCLUSION – 

It is said that the greatness of our country lies in accepting diverse thoughts, instead of out rightly banning 

them. Therefore government should not ban movies for the sake of vested interest groups and let the 

people decide what they want keeping faith in their wisdom. 

 

Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these; 

6. Should the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of Parliament review government policies? In the 

light of recent decision of PAC to review monetary policy, critically examine. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Background- 

In an unprecedented move, the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of Parliament under the chairmanship of K 

V Thomas, a former Congress minister, unanimously decided in December 2016 to review the country’s 

monetary policy. The PAC’s decision was in the light of the large-scale hardships faced by people due to Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s move to demonetize the ₹500 and ₹1,000 currency notes from 8 November 2016 
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onwards (PTI 2016). In doing so, the PAC did not deem it fit to wait for the audit report of the Comptroller and 

Auditor General (CAG), on the implementation of the demonetization policy.  

Role of Public Accounts Committee in Indian context- 

 As per the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha, the PAC is empowered with the 

responsibility to examine the accounts showing the appropriation of sums granted by the House for the 

expenditure of the Government of India, the annual finance accounts of the Government of India, and 

such other accounts, laid before the House as the committee may think fit. 

 In scrutinizing the appropriation accounts of the Government of India and the report of the CAG thereon, 

it shall be the duty of the committee to satisfy itself (a) that the moneys shown in the accounts as having 

been disbursed were legally available for, and applicable to, the service or purpose to which they have 

been applied or charged; (b) that the expenditure conforms to the authority which governs it; and (c) 

that every re-appropriation has been made in accordance with the provisions made in this behalf under 

rules framed by competent authority. 

 It shall also be the duty of the committee (i) to examine the statement of accounts showing the income 

and expenditure of state corporations, trading and manufacturing scheme, concerns and projects 

together with the balance sheets and statements of profit and loss accounts which the President may 

have required to be prepared or are prepared under the provisions of the statutory rules regulating the 

financing of a particular corporation, trading or manufacturing scheme or concerns or project and the 

report of the CAG thereon; (ii) to examine the statement of accounts showing the income and 

expenditure of autonomous and semi-autonomous bodies, the audit of which may be conducted by the 

CAG of India either under the directions of the President or by a Statute of Parliament; (iii) to consider 

the report of the CAG in cases where the President may have required him to conduct an audit of any 

receipts or to examine the accounts of stores and stocks. 

 If any money has been spent on any service during the financial year in excess of the amount granted by 

the House for that purpose, the Committee shall examine with reference to the facts of each case the 

circumstances leading to such an excess and make such recommendation as it may deem fit, Provided 

that the Committee shall not exercise its functions in relation to such public undertakings as are allotted 

to the Committee on Public Undertakings by these rules or by the Speaker. 

 An important function of the committee is to assess that the money granted by Parliament to an 

institution or to the government has been spent, respectively “within the scope of the demand.” The 

implications of this phrase are that (i) money recorded as spent against the grant must not be more than 

the amount granted, (ii) the expenditure brought to account against a particular grant must be of such a 

nature as to warrant its record against the grant and against no other, and (iii) the grants should be spent 

on purposes which are sent out in the detailed demand and cannot be spent on “any new service not 

contemplated in the demand.” 

Should PAC review government policies? 

 The PAC is the most important financial committee and the core fulcrum of the accountability system of 

Indian parliamentary democracy. The entire country looks up to their findings. The committee’s work 

depends to a great extent on the results of the audit and the examination of the accounts of the union 

government, as carried out by the CAG. 

 Hence the Supreme Audit Institution plays a crucial role in the functioning of the PAC and the CAG is often 

termed as “friend, philosopher and guide” of the committee. It is therefore felt that it would be extremely 

difficult for the committee to examine an individual activity or an event of a department and pinpoint 

exactly the areas which need improvement, without the support of the CAG as an institution. In the 
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formulation and implementation of a major policy decision like demonetization, a large number of 

stakeholders are involved such as the RBI, Ministry of Finance, Prime Minister’s Office, State Bank of 

India, public sector banks, private commercial banks, currency notes printing presses, currency chests, 

ATMs/banks and branches distributed throughout the country. It was, therefore, highly desirable and 

appropriate for the PAC to request the CAG to take up a performance audit on the implementation of the 

demonetization policy expeditiously, and based on their report the committee could then have examined 

all the major players and appropriately fixed the responsibilities on specific individuals and institutions, 

for the negligence and recklessness with which the policy was implemented. 

 The chairman of the PAC was right, when he demanded to know on whom the responsibility of the death 

of 100 odd individuals should be fixed. Was it due to negligence by the PMO or the finance ministry, in 

approving the scheme? Or, was it due to the non-application of mind by the board of the RBI? Or was it 

due to sheer inefficiency of the implementing agencies—printing presses, currency chests or bank 

branches? 

 In spite of this PAC has, by its suo motu action to examine the country’s monetary policy, virtually 

precluded the CAG from taking the audit of the implementation of policy. However, without a detailed 

investigation by an independent constitutional institution, it would be extremely difficult for a political 

body like the PAC to conduct a review of monetary policy and fix responsibility on any individual or 

institution particularly, when the ruling coalition has the majority of members in an oversight 

parliamentary committee. 

Conclusion- 

In theory we are not supposed to concern ourselves with policy, but policy and economy merge into each other 

with such subtle gradations that it is quite impossible to decide a clear-cut line between what is policy and 

what is not. 

— Sir Osbert Peake, Chairman of Westminster PAC, 1945 

Thus it would be difficult for PAC in practical to differentiate between policy and ecomomy issues. This seems 

to be the case in present decision of PAC to review monetary policy of government. In such cases, though PAC 

is principally right, should take help of CAG audit in its findings. 

 
Topic: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and 

challenges therein 

7. What are the key components of the 2015 Framework Agreement on the Naga issue? Critically 

examine how this agreement has impacted the northeastern region. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- The British annexed Assam in 1826, and in 1881, the Naga Hills too became part of British India. 

The first sign of Naga resistance was seen in the formation of the Naga Club in 1918. The issue then recently 

settled  with government coming with Naga Peace Acoord. 2015 Framwork Agreement of the government 

with NSCN – IM laid down a framework for recognizing the needs of NSCN- IM & other groups and resolve 

issues of the Naga issue amicably. 
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What did the NSCN (IM) want? 

 A “Greater Nagalim” comprising “all contiguous Naga-inhabited 

areas”, along with Nagaland. That included several districts of Assam, 

Arunachal and Manipur, as also a large tract of Myanmar. 

 The map of “Greater Nagalim” has about 1,20,000 sq km, while the 

state of Nagaland consists of 16,527 sq km. The claims have always 

kept Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh wary of a peace 

settlement that might affect their territories. 

 The Nagaland Assembly has endorsed the ‘Greater Nagalim’ demand 

— “Integration of all Naga-inhabited contiguous areas under one 

administrative umbrella” — as many as five times: in December 1964, 

August 1970, September 1994, December 2003 and as recently as on 

July 27, 2015. 

THE TIMELINE OF NAGA PEACE ACCORD:- 

 AUG 1947: Naga National Council led by Angami Zapu Phizo revolts, NNC subsequently resolves to 

establish a sovereign Naga state 

 MAY 1951: After ‘referendum’ NNC claims 99% of Naga people support independence. NNC boycotts first 

general election of 1952, launches violent secessionist movement 

 MAR 22, 1956: Phizo creates underground Naga Federal Government (NFG) and a Naga Federal Army 

(NFA) 

 APR 1956: New Delhi sends Army to crush insurgency in the (then) Naga Hills District of Assam; Phizo 

escapes to (then) East Pakistan in December and, subsequently, in June 1960, to London 

 1958: Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act enacted for Naga Hills District 

 DEC 1, 1963: Nagaland attains statehood 

 1964: Peace Mission of Jai Prakash Narayan, B P Chaliha and Rev. Michael Scott to Nagaland, an 

Agreement for Suspension of Operation is signed with insurgents 

 NOV 11, 1975: Shillong Accord signed between Centre and NNC 

 1980: Thuingaleng Muivah, Isak Chisi Swu, S S Khaplang form NSCN 

 1988: NSCN splits, Khole Konyak and Khaplang form NSCN (K) 

 JUNE 15, 1995: P V Narasimha Rao meets Muivah and Isak in Paris 

 FEB 3, 1997: Deve Gowda meets NSCN (IM) leadership in Zurich 

 JULY 25, 1997: India and NSCN (IM) sign ceasefire agreement, which comes into effect on Aug 1 

 SEP 30, 1998: Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Brajesh Mishra meet NSCN (IM) leaders in Paris 

 JAN 9-11, 2003: Muivah and Isak hold talks with Vajpayee and Advani in Delhi 

 DEC 7, 2004: NSCN (IM) leaders meet Manmohan Singh 

 JULY 31, 2007: Ceasefire between NSCN (IM) and Government of India extended indefinitely 
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Key components of NAGA ACCORD:- 

1) NSCN – IM has been derecognized as a militant organization and talks have been initiated with the 

government  

2) GOI is open to discuss the Naga territorial issue within the existing boundaries of the neighboring states of 

Manipur, Assasm etc which are being claimed as part of Greater Nagalism. 

3) Key issues that have been put under consideration includes AFSPA, demographic changes due to cross 

border migrations and other tribals like Meitei who are diluting the local populations in the Naga areas. 

Impact on North East:- 

 The details of agreement are still not out in public domain and hence it has created a suspicion in people 

of Nagaland. Majority of people are worried about their territorial integrity. 

 The agreement has created differences among various Naga political groups such as NSCN(K) Khaplang 

faction, UNC (united Nagaland council) who were not party to the agreement. They are still resorting to 

the violent means of protest and recent economic blockade of Manipur is an example of that. 

 NSCN (IM) has emerged as a larger player in the region and they are trying to dominate over the areas 

which is not their stronghold. 

 Recent division in districts in Manipur to provide voice to Meitei tribes have not gone well with Naga 

Tribes and they have created an economic blockade since November 2016 disrupting life 

SIGNIFICANCE:- 

 It shows the flexibility and realism of the NSCN (IM) in terms of the willingness to alter goals, from 

complete sovereignty and Greater Nagalim to acceptance of the constitutional framework albeit with a 

provision for the grant of greater autonomy to Naga inhabited areas outside of Nagaland through the 

establishment of autonomous district councils. 

 The signing of the accord at this moment in time discloses that the platform of social support for the 

NSCN (IM) comprising of Naga civil society groups are insistent on a peaceful path to conflict resolution. 

 The leaders of the NSCN (IM), Thuingaleng Muivah and Isak Chisi Swu (who has been unwell for some 

time now), have been forthcoming since 2011 to sign a framework agreement that pledges to preserve 

the culture, history and traditions of the Nagas and grants greater autonomy to Naga inhabited areas 

outside of Nagaland. 

Conclusion:– 

Therefore the issue is right now a boiling concern due to non acceptance of existing boundaries as prescribed 

in the Framework Agreement (the text of which is not out). Reluctance of Nagas to accept the solution and 

voicing against creation of newer district is a clear indication that the problem has to be throught through 

further with 

1) further stakeholder involvement . 

2) normalising tensions. 

3) increasing developmental activties . 

4) increasing connectivity in the region. 
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8. In India, economic disparity between wealthy states of the south and west and poor states of 

the north and east is skyrocketing. Critically discuss the causes and consequences of this trend. 

(200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

India, a union of states displays extreme ends I terms of developmental status of states with Kerala leading on 

economic, social front and BIMARU states still struggling to pull big chunk of their population above poverty 

line. 

The reasons for the skyrocketing disparities are as follows:- 

 Historical:- In South and West historically the industrial base was built up i.e Cotton industry , 

Manufacturing , Import and Export facilities due to Seashore i.e Port availability. The penetration of 

British at selected points and states made them to scale the heights of economic development. 

 Policy related causes:-Since independence centre has adopted particular policies like Green Revolution 

in states of Punjab, Haryana leaving behind other states. Infrastructural development projects like Metros 

Bullet trains still inaugurated at selected key cities only. 

 Geographical cause:-North Eastern states, Jammu Kashmir face challenges of difficult terrain, near non 

accessible river routes hence the connectivity remains main issue which is important for development. 

 Economic pattern of states:- The major states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar still carry out their traditional 

occupation of agriculture. With its largely subsistent nature they are not able to progress aggressively. 

The southern states are driven by mostly services sector. 

 Administrative causes:-Sates capability to adapt to increasing competitiveness, corruptions and 

governance related issues determines their ability to develop. The increasing ease of doing business FDI 

attraction by states are also playing important role in development. 

CONSEQUENCES OF THIS TREND:- 

 Regionally imbalanced growth –leading to resentment in North, reducing confidence in Centre and 

concerned state governments to reduce the disparity. 

 Large scale migration of people specially youth from North and North East to Southern states. This has 

further led to mass exodus and son of soil movements issues. 

 Hinterland to rural migration: This lead to urban agglomeration and other consequences like pollution, 

regional backlashes (like Telangana movement), unsustainable use of resources. 

 Radicalisation of unemployed youth: As unemployment increases, the dissatisfied youth may join radical 

outfits .Eg: Maoists in the red corridor and increasing militancy problem in Jammu Kashmir. 

 Further development and intensification of feeling of regionalism. 

Conclusion:- 

Hence now needed good governance, improving infrastructure and connectivity, harnessing natural resource 

potentials of East and North. Efforts should be taken for balance regional growth by providing skills, utilizing 

natural resources in an optimal way, encouraging industries to set up their units in undeveloped areas by 

providing incentives, tax consession etc for their economic growth and development. 
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Topic:  Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary  

9. In the light of different opinions expressed by the judiciary and executive on making Aadhaar 

mandatory to avail services, it is incumbent upon the government to ensure that Aadhaar is 

statutorily foolproof. In this regard, what issues does government face to make Aadhaar legally 

foolproof? What should it do to address these issues? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Bill, 2016  intends to 

provide for targeted delivery of subsidies and services to individuals residing in India by assigning them unique 

identity numbers, called Aadhaar numbers. 

Government has made Aadhar mandatory for 30 services like Public Distribution Scheme, MGNREGA, Sarva 

Shiksha Abhiyan, Bonded Labour Rehabilitation Scheme, National Action Plan for Skill Training of Persons with 

Disabilities and National Health Mission etc. 

Recently the Union Government introduced amendments to the Finance Bill 2017 at the last minute, making 

Aadhaar mandatory for filing taxes. The amendments state: “Every person who is eligible for an Aadhaar 

number shall, on or after the 1st day of July 2017, quote Aadhaar number, 

(i) in the application form for allotment of the permanent account number 

(ii) in the return of income” 

All these moves by government indicates the necessity to make Aadhaar legally foolproof. There are two main 

issues here. Supreme court stipulated that the Aadhaar scheme must remain voluntary and could not be made 

mandatory until such time as the matter was finally decided. There is a lack of :- 

 Consensus between judiciary and executive, regarding voluntary or mandatory nature of the Aadhaar 

card for all welfare schemes of government 

 Concrete cyber protection policy and silo mentality of all departments handling the cyber security 

measures 

 Proper list where citizens can be informed regarding the services where their Aadhar identity will be used 

and to what extent 

 Framework of regulations to be drafted for data sharing, if all schemes are to subsumed under the 

Aadhaar card 

Measures government can take to address the issue:- 

 Ensure judiciary regarding phased manner in which Aadhaar will be made mandatory, by introducing it 

as a pilot initiative in some areas, and then covering all loopholes while expanding it to the whole country. 

 Drafting a strict cyber protection policy with due suggestions of different departments of the executive, 

which will make the database immune to intrusion from non-state actors. 

 Initiation of a process where the citizen will be informed through mobiles, regarding the schemes where 

the Aadhaar number is to be used, so as to reduce the lack of trust. 

 Exhaustive drafting of database sharing initiatives which will curb the silo mentality among the different 

sections of government. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/27/5-light-different-opinions-expressed-judiciary-executive-making-aadhaar-mandatory-avail-services-incumbent-upon-government-ensure-aadhaar-statutorily/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/27/5-light-different-opinions-expressed-judiciary-executive-making-aadhaar-mandatory-avail-services-incumbent-upon-government-ensure-aadhaar-statutorily/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/27/5-light-different-opinions-expressed-judiciary-executive-making-aadhaar-mandatory-avail-services-incumbent-upon-government-ensure-aadhaar-statutorily/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/27/5-light-different-opinions-expressed-judiciary-executive-making-aadhaar-mandatory-avail-services-incumbent-upon-government-ensure-aadhaar-statutorily/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/aDeloJRt0lYN9wyt0ETn5N/Building-a-legal-ecosystem-for-Aadhaar.html


© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 20 www.insightsonindia.com 

Topic:  Powers, functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies 

10. Analyse the challenges and opportunities associated with expanding role of the office of CAG 

in India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India is a constitutional office established by Article 148 of 

constitution of India. CAG is the head of Indian Audit and Accounts Department. 

Apart from looking into Central and State govt. finances, the CAG is now auditing several public-private 

partnerships (PPP), the UN Headquarters, and is poised to become part of the new cricket dispensation. This 

presents new opportunities and challenges.  

The role of Office of the CAG has expanded in India due to following reasons- 

1) Jurisdiction expansion over private bodies which use public resources after 2014 judgement for telecom 

companies and BCCI after Lodha Commitee recommendations 

2) Technology and big data analytics tools 

3) International agreements and data sources like Panama Papers, FATF, BEPS etc which providing vaster 

sources of information 

4) Appointment as chairman of UN Board of Auditors 

5) Financial Reforms like demonetization and GST  

6) Environmental/Biodiversity audits – Climate change , Flood Control 

Challenges – 

1. Political affiliation – Appointment process recently is not neutral and transparent which may leave room 

for collusion 

2. May create frequent strife with political class, which may act detrimental 

3. Overburdening of already-pressurized CAG workforce may affect quality of audits 

4. Lack of sectoral experts inside CAG to study multiple links in varied areas like Environment, Sports, 

Economy 

5. To garner cooperation from newer constitutional agencies like GST council, and revenue authorities 

regarding effective data-sharing (Else may lead to exaggerated audit figures) 

6. Executive slackness and high litigation rates in India may lead to ignorance of many recommendations 

(Eg- Power DISCOMS). 

OPPORTUNITIES – 

1. Use of Technology – CAG is expert in conducting audits, and can use Big Data analytics to provide a 

sharp analysis and highlighting of discrepancies 

2. Responsible executive – Would decrease corruption/leakages and help in achieving fiscal prudence  

3. Make citizens more informed regarding working of the Govt. 

4. International collaboration would assist in technology sharing, optimum risk analysis for effective 

auditing 

5. Promote economic growth through effective working of PSU’s  

6. Promote utilitarian welfare society via monitoring of social schemes and SDG’s 
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CONCLUSION – 

Expansion of scope of CAG in recent years looks quite promising, however, CAG should remain neutral despite 

increasing facets of politicization/radicalization prevalent in our country to strengthen our democracy. 

Further, capacity building measures, reorientation of methodology and development of end-to-end IT 

solutions must be there to enhance CAG’s efficiency in this overburdened age. 

 

11. Critically analyse the pivotal role being played by the Election Commission and the UPSC in 

strengthening India’s democracy. (200 Words) 

Laxmikanth – Indian Polity, Constitutional Bodies 

Dr. Ambedkar had said, “constitution and its values’ working is dependent on people who are working on it 

and not on the constitution and values themselves”. Value like democracy can survive only when govt is 

people-centric , policies are favourable to people and people are sovereign. To achieve this, good politicians 

and bureaucrats are necessary 

ELECTION OMMISSION –  

Election commission by conducting free, fair and transparent elections makes sure right people occupy power. 

If regular elections are conducted, there are more chances that extreme forces will join democratic system. 

Many north east states shed their violence and participated in the elections. Fair elections give more legitimacy 

to govt. which can implement schemes effectively. Only fair elections give chance to honest people to reach 

highest level of politics and for middle class to social progress. 

 A Pakistani journalist has said “I am not afraid of India by size but afraid of India because of its gigantic election 

process. 

However, there are some problems – use of money and liquor, paid news, criminals entering into politics 

makes election commission’s role less effective. Those issues must be addressed by giving more powers to 

election commission. 

Further ECI has taken many steps to make election process truly democratic : 

 political empowerment of society through ensuring art 226 and 227 (adult suffrage and electoral rolls) 

 creating checks and balances in our political arena through various means like MCC. 

 check on undemocratic practices like use of money and muscle power through means of repolling and 

cancellation  

 making democracy strong and vibrant through constant research and advisory to govt and judiciary of 

India e.g. EVM, state funding of elections, NOTA ,etc. 

 persuading political parties to uphold high standards of moral values and fairness in election process; 

declaration of property as well as criminal record . 

UPSC – 

UPSC is bulwark of meritocracy. Role of UPSC in selecting candidates by merit is essential to strengthen 

democratic values; as good administrators will implement good policies, good implementation, low 

corruption, compassion towards poor people. Mostly poor and middle class people depend on education for 

social and economic upliftment. When govt does not provide equal and fair opportunities, these people are 

at disadvantage. When integrity and meritocracy is maintained in employment, justice is done. Bureaucrats 

selected through such process truly represent society. 
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However, some concerns are there – UPSC has no control or regulatory role in state service commissions which 

has become a den of corruption, and more transparency and reforms in examination are required. 

Further UPSC DOES FOLLOWING FUNCTIONS:  

 uphold values of merit and caliber through rigorous selection process to Indian bureaucracy  

 provide vital data and information about functioning of Indian civil services to govt and other agencies  

 advisory functions towards govt in order to ensure high standards of civil services in terms of education, 

moral values 

 provide key inputs toward reforms in civil services to match current trends and needs  

 play vital role in overall development of sensitive, ethical, efficient civil services in India 

CONCLUSION – 

 Role of these institutions has been of great significance in functioning and strength of Indian democracy. 

However, such institutions has proven insignificant in bringing radical positive changes with change of time. 

To make these institutions true bulwarks of vibrant and dynamic democracy, they should be given more 

autonomy and powers according to demands of changing times. 

 

12. What are the important functions of Finance Commission? Do you think Finance Commission 

is functioning as an arbitrator between the Union and State governments? Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

Laxmikanth – Indian Polity, Constitutional Bodies 

The Hindu 

Article 280 of the constitution mandates President to constitute a Finance commission every fifth year. The 

constitutional intent behind Finance commission is to uphold principle of Federalism in financial matters. 

FUNCTIONS OF FINANCE COMMISSION – 

1. To recommend a formula for distribution of Net proceeds of Central Taxes between Centre and States 

2. To recommend a formula for distribution of State’s share of Central Taxes among themselves. 

3. To make recommendations regarding Grants-in -aid to States in need under Article 275. 

4. To make recommendations on matters referred to it by the centre in the interests of Sound Finance. 

5. To make recommendations to States to augment their respective constitutional funds in the interest of 

Local government resources. 

ROLE AS ARBITRATOR – 

 Constitutional obligation is, to act as arbitrator between center and state because of its QUASI-JUDICIAL 

nature. 

 It tries to devolve funds according to the needs of the state and not on basis of one-size-fits-to-all :- 

income distance; Population; area; demographic changes; forest cover. But, at the same time, many 

states have complained that the formula used for devolution treats the states on unequal grounds. 

 14th FC also increased %age under disbursal i.e 42% [highest leap ever]. No doubt FC recommendation 

of 42 percent of unconditional devolution has enhanced the fiscal space of state but few 

recommendation have become bone of contention such as – 
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-Reduction of the horizontal devolution percentage, significantly affecting states like TN, Odisha, etc. 

-Additional burden of funding priority sectors such as health and education fall on the state where central 

support has been lessened 

-devolution of performance-based funds to local bodies (10pc for PRIs n 20pc for ULBs) will be discretion 

of centre now 

-focus on development of backward regions without resolving the reduction of debt burden. 

 At the same time, while the Planning Commission was in existence, it was perceived as overshadowing 

the role of the Finance Commission when it came to determining the share of resources between the 

Union and the states by way of allocation, despite it being a non-constitutional and non-statutory body. 

 However, the finance commission is constitutionally lopsided towards union for the fact that only Central 

Government can decide it’s Term of reference. Hence centre always put forth its own view of States fiscal 

situation in giving terms of reference to Finance commission, which is a leverage to union over states in 

fiscal matters. But States also needed a voice along with centre in deciding on terms of reference. 

Conclusion –  

With the Planning Commission being replaced by the NITI Aayog now, the Finance Commission’s mandate 

should be revisited. The suggestions concerning to make it a permanent body, can be taken into account, as it 

will further strengthen its position in the sphere of financial federalism. 

 

13. Now it has become a common features to blame the electronic voting machine (EVM) for 

electoral defeat by political parties. Are EVMs reliable? How do they function? Do you think 

introduction of VVPAT or Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail would make election process more 

transparent? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Electronic Voting Machines (“EVM”) are being used in Indian General and State Elections to 

implement electronic voting in part from 1999 elections and recently in 2017 state elections held in five states 

across India. EVMs have replaced paper ballots in local, state and general (parliamentary) elections in India. 

There were earlier claims regarding EVMs’ tamparability and security which have not been proved. The Voter-

verified paper audit trail (VVPAT) system was introduced in 8 of 543 parliamentary constituencies as a pilot 

project in Indian general election, 2014 

HISTORY:- 

 In 1980, M. B. Haneefa invented the first Indian voting machine, gazetted “Electronically operated vote 

counting machine”. His original design (using Integrated Circuits) was exhibited to the public in 

Government Exhibitions held in six cities across Tamil Nadu. 

 The EVMs were commissioned in 1989 by Election Commission of India in collaboration with Electronics 

Corporation of India Limited. The Industrial designers of the EVMs were faculty members at the Industrial 

Design Centre, IIT Bombay. 

 The EVMs were first used in 1982 in the by-election to North Paravur Assembly Constituency in Kerala for 

a limited number of polling stations. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY:- 

 An EVM consists of two units, control unit and balloting unit. The two units are joined by a five-meter 

cable. Balloting unit facilitates voting by voter via labelled buttons while control unit controls the ballot 

units, stores voting counts and displays the results on 7 segment LED displays. The controller used in 

EVMs has its operating program etched permanently in silicon at the time of manufacturing by the 

manufacturer. No one (including the manufacturer) can change the program once the controller is 

manufactured. 

 EVMs are powered by an ordinary 6 volt alkaline battery manufactured by Bharat Electronics 

Limited, Bangalore and Electronics Corporation of India Limited, Hyderabad. This design enables the use 

of EVMs throughout the country without interruptions because several parts of India do not have power 

supply and/or erratic power supply and due to the low voltage, there is absolutely no risk of any voter 

getting an electric shock. 

 An EVM can record a maximum of 3840 votes and can cater to a maximum of 64 candidates. There is 

provision for 16 candidates in a single balloting unit and up to a maximum of 4 units can be connected in 

parallel. The conventional ballot paper/box method of polling is used if the number of candidates exceeds 

64. 

 It is not possible to vote more than once by pressing the button again and again. As soon as a particular 

button on the balloting unit is pressed, the vote is recorded for that particular candidate and the machine 

gets locked. Even if one presses that button further or any other button, no further vote will be recorded. 

This way the EVMs ensure the principle of “one person, one vote”. 

Reliability factor 

 EVMs are standalone systems and not connected to internet unlike EVM used in other countries like USA. 

 Program which controls the functioning of the control unit is burnt into a micro chip on a “one time 

programmable basis”. Once burnt it cannot be read, copied out or altered 

 EVM’s use dynamic coding to enhance security of data transmitted from ballot unit to control unit 

 As an additional precautionary measure, the machines prepared for a poll are physically sealed in the 

presence of candidates or their agents and guarded by CRPF 

 Allegation regarding modification of votes using an external chip (not much base found by SC and EC) 

 Two-stage randomization is done, to make sure nobody is able to determine constituency-EVM mapping 

However, some experts opine that election results could be compromised by inserting a ‘dishonest display’ 

into an EVM control unit before elections by insiders in-charge of devices. But, EVM’s are kept under strict 

security protocols and mock voting drills are conducted before releasing the EVM to polling stations, which 

doesn’t provide much base to the theory. 

VVPAT:- 

 On 8 October 2010 Election Commission appointed an expert technical committee headed by Prof PV 

Indiresan (former Director of IIT-M) when at an all-party meeting majority of political parties backed the 

proposal to have a VVPAT in EVMs to counter the charges of tampering. 

 The voter-verified paper audit trail (VVPAT) system which enables EVM to record each vote cast by 

generating the EVM slip, was introduced in 8 of 543 parliamentary constituencies as a pilot project. 

 VVPAT is a verification system for voting machines that allows voters to 

a. Verify whether or not their vote was cast correctly 
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b. Detect possible fraud or malfunction 

c. Provide a means to audit the stored electronic results 

 It definitely adds to the security layer, against insecure/faulty voting machines as paper records can’t be 

changed without human intervention 

 Records printed on thermal papers can however, fade over time 

Conclusion:- 

VVPAT has potential to make the election process more transparent but considering the environmental cost 

for its full implementation its advisable to enhance and ensure security, credibility of EVMs. Being the most 

populous democracy in world India must move forward in innovation and technological aspects of elections. 

 

Topic: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies 

14. The Law Commission of India has drafted a new law, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2017. 

Examine important sections of this new law and their implications for Indian democracy. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

The Law Commission of India has drafted a new law, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2017, inserting new 

sections to fortify democracy against hate speeches. The Commission, in its 267th report on hate speech, said 

such utterances have the potential to provoke individuals and society to commit acts of terrorism, genocide, 

and ethnic cleansing. 

DEFINITION – 

“Hate speech is any word written or spoken, signs, visible representations within the hearing or sight of a 

person with the intention to cause fear or alarm, or incitement to violence.” 

Hate speech is an “incitement to hatred” against a particular group of persons marginalised by their religious 

belief, sexual orientation, gender, and so on. 

According to commission -“Indisputably, offensive speech has real and devastating effects on people’s lives 

and risks their health and safety. It is harmful and divisive for communities and hampers social progress. If left 

unchecked, hate speech can severely affect right to life of every individual.” 

The Commission has proposed – 

 Section 153C, which penalises incitement to hatred, and punishes a guilty person with two years’ 

imprisonment, or Rs. 5,000 in fine, or both. 

 Section 505A, which for the first time makes “causing fear, alarm, or provocation of violence in certain 

cases” a specific criminal offence. Section 505A provides a punishment of one year imprisonment, or Rs. 

5,000 in fine, or both. 

 Section 272, penalises manufacture of adulterated food items. 

 Section 273, penalises sale of adulterated food items. Makes Rape ‘gender neutral’. Word – rape is 

substituted with more encompassing term- ‘SEXUAL ASSAULT’ which includes sexual offences against 

both men and women. 

 Section 326A and 326B, inserted for making acid attack a specific offence. 
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 Section 166A and B, inserted to penalise public servant who knowingly disobeys or fails to record 

information. 

 Indian evidence act,1872 amended by the way of inserting new section 53A, wherein the evidence of the 

character or previous sexual experience of the victim shall not be questioned. 

The implications of these provisions on Indian democracy would be as follows :  

1. Fortify democracy against hate speech – 

 It would help ensure that marginalization of communities through incitement to hatred, and 

provocative hate speeches, is brought to an end. 

 These additional provisions would surely deter unscrupulous politicians from exploiting the voters in 

the name of religion and ethnicity, and help ensure that democracy functions in an equal manner for 

all. 

 Most importantly, these provisions would ensure that the basic principle of democracy is given a 

boost, i.e, prevention of discrimination, and allowing everybody to enjoy the fruits of freedom on an 

equal measure. 

2. Recognition to sexual offences against MEN specially boys by men or women . This will empower law 

enforcing agencies to register cases of sexual offences against men too. 

3. Right to food safety to public is ensured. 

4. Increased vulnerability – Marietal sexual assault is not considered as offence. This will further generate 

furore over post-marietal consented sex issue. 

It exempts non-consented medical examination of private parts from punishment. 

CONCLUSION – 

Although these provisions are progressive enough, what would ultimately matter is the enactment of the draft 

law by the Parliament, and after that, a sincere implementation of them by the law enforcement authorities. 

Disincentivising hate speech, and incitement to hatred and violence, can go a long way in ensuring that 

democratic institutions function efficiently, and are not held captive by vested interests, or fringe groups, 

seeking to reap covert political or other benefits, through creating divisions. 

 

Topic:  Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.  

15. Do you think disqualifying someone from running for elections but allowing messages and 

welfare assistance to flow in their name is against the spirit of the law? Discuss critically with 

suitable examples. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Places and programmes are named after individuals to honour their memories, often because they had a 

special association with the place or programme’s founding. However questions get raised when public places 

or programs are named after dented politicians. 

Using name of politicians having criminal record for welfare programs and projects goes against spirit of law 

because- 

 The resources used by states or government are collected from citizens and tax-payers. The government 

is a institution through which these resources are put to judicious use for the benefit of public. However 
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recent some trends shows that politicians use this money for their personal elevation. Eg Bihar, Tamil 

Nadu etc. 

 The objective of government program is to achieve constitutional values like justice, equality, equitable 

distribution of resources. But using names of disqualified or dented politicians promotes adverse 

distinction and is direct antithesis to democracy. 

 Government message and schemes must be completely a apolitical and devoid of any party preference. 

The use of tax payer money to fund “personality cults” would defeat the very purpose of government 

objective. 

 Indian political system is witnessing criminalization of politics and politicization of criminals. Over a third 

of Lok Sabha MPs in 2014 had criminal cases against them and over a fifth were serious cases, according 

to data from the Association for Democratic Reforms, a think tank. It would be travesty of public trust if 

taxpayer’s money is used for glorifying criminal politicians. Criminality in politics is not just commonplace, 

it is becoming the new normal and the use of imagery and names is part of the glue that seals this state 

of affairs in place. 

 Section 8 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, says that MPs or MLAs convicted of certain 

offences, including for corruption, are disqualified from the time they are convicted until six years have 

passed after their prison sentence is completed. Disqualifying someone from running for elections but 

allowing messages and welfare assistance to flow in their name is counter-intuitive to the spirit of the 

law and the consequences it seeks to impose upon those who run afoul of it. 

Way forward- 

According to guidelines laid down by Supreme Court photographs of only three dignitaries should be allowed 

on government ads and programs—the President, Prime Minister and the Chief Justice of India (CJI) and chief 

minister and governor in case of state. Further any of these person’s name should be dropped if they found 

to be indulging into criminal activities or disqualified for elections. 

 

16. “Polls are not the best representative of the popular will, for people’s answers to pollster 

questions are not quite the same as their opinions — or, for that matter, public opinion.” In the 

light of recent events, critically comment on the statement. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Opinion and exit polls during elections in India have been a matter of public debate for nearly two decades. 

All political parties, at different points in time, have opposed such polls and demanded a ban on them except 

when they are shown as winning. The same parties join the demand for a ban when the polls show them 

losing. The media, on the other hand, always opposes any proposal for a ban as it provides them good TRPs. 

In the past several years, the opinion polls have failed to forecast correctly the election results in India and 

also in different countries, even after rigorous survey exercises in respective areas. In India, recent examples 

have been the failure to predict the victory of the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) in 

Tamil Nadu in 2016 and the victory of the grand alliance of the Janata Dal (United), the Rashtriya Janata Dal 

and the Congress in Bihar in 2015.  

Why opinion polls and exit polls are failure? 

 In the time period between the opinion polls and the elections, several people may change their decision 

to vote for a particular person or political party. 
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 The polls do not cover the whole nation, but only a sample size of population, whose preferences may 

differ substantially from overall voting pattern. 

 People tend to answer wrongly in several polls, in fear of being reprimanded by the dominant faction of 

society, which results in difference between opinion shown and the actual condition. 

 Opinion polls can be fabricated or influenced by the pressure of political parties to swing voters in their 

favor. 

 Comprehension of wide range of statics and their correlation with public mood always not easy to 

decipher; sometimes influence towards a particular party enforce media to show altered results. 

Integrity of polls- 

Having seen ‘paid news’ in action, Election Commission always suspects that most opinion polls in India are 

non-transparent, often sponsored, motivated and biased. With such infirmities, these ‘polls’ amount to 

disinformation designed to cause ‘undue influence’ which is an ‘electoral offence’ under the IPC and a ‘corrupt 

practice’ under the RP Act. 

Utility of opinion and exit polls- 

 Opinion and exit polls by themselves, like all research, are useful to gain insight into what people think of 

the policies, programs and products. 

 The exit poll’s most familiar purpose is to provide the backbone of a system that can be used to predict 

winners of elections earlier than the official results are available. 

 A second purpose that exit polls might serve is to provide information about the electorate, specifically 

its characteristics, thinking, and motivations. Such information is valuable. 

Way forward- 

Opinion polls would be fine only if their integrity was beyond doubt. What can be done to ensure this?      

 Ideally, an independent regulator will be a viable option. The regulator could set up standards of 

professional integrity for all poll research and accredit the agencies which want to be in this business and 

are willing to subject their operational details (sample size, sampling methodology, timeframe, quality of 

training of research staff etc.) to scrutiny. 

 A model of professional and ethical rules, which market researchers follow, already exists in the European 

Society for Opinion and Market Research (ESOMAR), and the World Association for Public Opinion 

Research (WAPOR). The guidelines on opinion polls and published surveys of these organizations set out 

the responsibilities of researchers to conduct opinion polls in a professional and ethical way. 

 These guidelines highlight the information that researchers and those publishing survey data must make 

available to enable the public and other stakeholders to evaluate the results. They provide guidance on 

different types of opinion polls, including exit and online polls. India could easily join these organizations 

or set up its own professional body on the same lines. This is one reform which needs to be considered 

without any delay. 
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Topic:  Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation 

17. In the light of recent tussle between cab aggregators and their drivers in India, do you think 

government should intervene? Comment.  Also examine the causes of tussle between cab 

aggregators and their drivers. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The ongoing strike by the driver unions across the nation has caused enough ripples but not enough solutions 

to change their plight. The driver unions have decided to carry on with the strike till their demands have been 

met by popular cab aggregators. 

The major causes are: 

1) Reduced incentives: In the beginning, when the taxi-app trend was setting in, cab aggregators paid out more 

than double of the actual earnings, for example, if a driver completed trips worth Rs 1,500, the companies 

paid out Rs 3,000 from their own pockets. These incentives leading to a high number of drivers. This led to our 

second problem 

2) Bigger cut: The need to show a profit generating model also requires a bigger cut from the earning of the 

drivers. This cut is currently set around twenty percent for both, which according to the drivers is an exorbitant 

amount for them to pay 

3) Mismatch between demand and supply: Once the aggregators attached a decent number of drivers to their 

network, they reduced the incentives. So much so, that the drivers have to compensate with extra hours, 

reducing drivers’ quality of life and ultimately endangering the rider’s safety as well. This in turn threatens 

their mental and physical health. 

4) The drivers also want aggregators to fork out for health insurance and help stop harassment from law 

enforcement over enthusiastic to enforce local transport norms.  

5) Drivers may not be informed enough that the terms of business constantly change. 

Govt. should intervene: 

1) To balance the demand and supply mismatch to benefit the customers in time of strike 

2) To enforce Rule of Law as Cab aggregators regularly change the terms of agreement without informing 

Drivers 

3) Should intervene before it gets violent 

4) To secure the livelihood options of drivers as granted by our constitution without distorting the market 

rules. 

Government should not intervene: 

1) Business partnership: The cab aggregators and drivers are in an agreement under accepted clauses and 

government intervention would affect business principles. 

2) Choice of aggregators and drivers: If either of the aggregators or drivers are unhappy with each other they 

have the options to withdraw or switch to another, which makes government intervention unnecessary. 

3) Business: work culture and practices are different which involves profit, making it difficult for the 

government to understand the nuances. 
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Conclusion:- 

In the era of liberalisation such kind of cases may create disturbance in the market if not handled by the Govt. 

So, Govt. should try to find out the Middle Path by involving both the parties. On the other hand In this 

liberalised economy, involvement of government in regulation would restrict, the free hands of market which 

helps in providing reasonable prices to consumers. And therefore it becomes necessary for government to 

remain only as a watch dog and bite only when breach of law occurs. 

 

18. Recently, the South Delhi Municipal Corporation told restaurant owners in its jurisdiction that 

they should let the general public use the toilets in their restaurants and the Karnataka 

government has decided to cap the price of multiplex tickets. What are the merits and demerits 

of these two decisions, especially with respect to public policy formulation. Critically examine. 

Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction- 

In recent years many government regulations and laws have created debate over the authority of government 

and its extent in public and private sphere. The recent two legislations of South Delhi Municipal Corporation 

and Karnataka government have brought this debate to surface. 

Merits of such policies- 

 It could serve as a check on excessive profitability of the business owners at the cost of consumers. This 

may help in bringing level playing field for different players. 

 Certain basic facilities like toilets and wash room are rights of citizens. Thus in area where public facilities 

are not available or are insufficient, private parties could be helpful. It could improve health and hygienic 

conditions in the cities. 

 Private sector could contribute in making public places clean, neat and accessible to large sections of 

population. 

Demerits of such policies- 

 It is an intrusion on freedom of citizens involved in private professions. The owners of business should 

have liberty to decide how to charge for its services without any discrimination among citizens. 

 It distorts the market forces and principle of Laissez faire as government dictates the basic tenets of 

business. For Eg the revolution of multiplexes in India was primarily due to policy of non-intervention by 

government. 

 In the absence of proper monitoring mechanisms, it could give impetus for bribery to government 

officials. 

 This could trigger the chain reaction and may spread to other businesses which are under private sector 

and where government intervention could prove detrimental. 

 This may increase the litigation for government as private businesses would resist any attempt of 

interference in basic market principles. 

Lack of public toilet facilities and infrastructure could have forced the government to take such steps. Although 

such legislations seem benefiting large citizens, this is not the solutions for India’s precarious situations of 

providing affordable toilets to all citizens. Government cannot delegate its responsibility of creating affordable 

toilet facilities. Further capping prices of multiplexes would harm the growing entertainment market. The 
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competition among different players would automatically off-set the high prices. Instead of using force of law, 

government could persuade private businesses by giving incentives and allow them to participate voluntarily 

into such noble initiatives like providing affordable toilet facilities. 

 

19. Discuss the significance of the Supreme Court’s oral observations regarding the use of Aadhaar 

numbers by the government. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

ISSUE – 

S.C. Bench led by Chief Justice J.S. Khehar said the government is free to “press” for Aadhaar for ‘non-welfare’ 

transactions or activities. These include filing income tax returns, opening bank accounts or getting a mobile 

phone connection. This assumes significance as the government announced two such changes recently . 

1. First, it included amendments to the Finance Bill of 2017, now approved by the Lok Sabha, making 

Aadhaar mandatory for all applications for PAN (Permanent Account Number) cards and filing of income 

tax returns. Earlier, following the surge in bank deposits after the demonetisation of high-value currency 

notes, the Income Tax Department had already asked banks to ensure that all savings bank accounts are 

seeded with PAN details. The only exemptions to this norm are the no-frills savings accounts such as 

those opened under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana. 

2. And the Department of Telecommunications directed all telecom service providers to re-verify the 

credentials of their nearly 100 crore subscribers through an Aadhaar-based, electronically authenticated 

Know Your Customer process within a year. 

While the Supreme Court’s observations do not amount to a judicial order, they dispel some of the ambiguity 

relating to the scope, even future, of Aadhaar. 

With arguably controversial approach taken by the Government in going ahead with the Aadhaar Bill – of 

passing it as a money bill – and then mandating its use for availing of welfaristic as well as non-welfaristic 

schemes through notifications by the people, the Supreme Court’s stance is significant in following ways: 

1] The Aadhaar not being mandatory for welfare schemes will minimize the impact on the people who are still 

outside the Aadhaar Bracket. 

Welfare to all: No exclusion to be made for failing to produce Aadhaar card to get benefits, ensures welfare 

goods and services reach to all. 

2] SC decision to allow use of Aadhaar for non-welfare schemes like bank account, tax returns and mobile 

authentication will allow transparency in financial matters.  

Punitive: At the same time necessitating Aadhaar for non welfare activities like tax submission, bank 

accounts, mobile service, facilitates capturing malfunctionaries and will help to further increase 

enrollments. 

3] Clarity to Aadhaar: The govt. and people could now function with clarity as the court has clarified the 

applicablity and flexiblity in mandating Aadhaar. 

4] Will lead to more aggressive enrollment of Aadhaar by Govt. to include total population so that the exclusion 

errors (as stated by SC) are minimized. 

Concerns – 

1] As majority of schemes are welfare based it will act as hindrance in the path of elimination of ghost 

beneficiaries, plugging leakage and abolishing intermediaries. 
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2] Delay – SC is yet to pronounce on Right to Privacy issue. Once done will lead to further clarity. 

CONCLUSION – 

To have thoughts of Judiciary and Executive on the same table, the govt. must act to ensure right to privacy of 

the citizens, 100% Aadhaar enrollment, check on misuse of Data and Cyber Security will help Govt to push-for 

use of Aadhaar in a more acceptable way to ensure transparency in Governance. 

 

20. The Westinghouse, the American nuclear major company with which India had an agreement 

to procure nuclear reactors, recently went bankrupt. Should India enter into contract with 

Westinghouse? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Indo-US Nuclear deal 

As per the deal, India agreed to separate its civilian and military nuclear activity and open up the civilian part 

to inspection by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). In return, the US offered to resume full nuclear 

trade (selling of reactors, transfer of technology, Uranium sale) with India, ending its nuclear ostracism. This 

U.S.-India deal took more than three years to come to fruition as it had to go through several complex stages, 

including amendment of U.S. domestic law, especially the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, a civil-military nuclear 

Separation Plan in India, an India-IAEA safeguards (inspections) agreement and the grant of an exemption for 

India by the NSG. 22 nuclear facilities have been placed under IAEA safeguards so far. The Agreement provides 

for the development of a strategic reserve of nuclear fuel to guard against any disruption of supply over the 

lifetime of India’s reactors. 

The US wants to bring India closer to the Non Proliferation regime by placing most of its nuclear capabilities 

under IAEA safeguards. This is the first step towards achieving that end. 

The news of bankruptcy of American company has raised the doubt over the continuation of signed contracts 

for nuclear reactors to be procure. 

Cancelling the deal may not be a viable option on the below grounds:- 

1) Deal has already reached to a certain stage and Westinghouse has already understood the requirement and 

plans are also framed. Searching for new partners for this deal will further the timeline and hence it will be 

better to proceed with Westinghouse only. 

2) Cancelling the deal may also attract some penalties that Westinghouse may levy on India. However this 

aspect is yet to researched and debated well. 

Various arguments that can be put forward to continue with the agreement are :- 

1) Westinghouse project delivery is already behind the schedule and that leads to cost escalation. With this 

bankruptcy filling there will be further delay in the execution of the project. 

2) With this bankruptcy case, there will be hardly any institution interested in funding this project for India 

hence the resource constraints can actually impact the overall future of the project. 

3) Previous USD govt was still sympathetic to Indian cause but the current US govt may not be willing to pitch 

the Indian case for funding for this project with the international institutions. 

4) Apart from this, there is no operational nuclear reactor delivered by Westinghouse around the world and 

hence its operational efficiency is yet to be ascertained. This incident of bankruptcy may impact the overall 

efficiency of the project especially in terms of timelines. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/31/3-westinghouse-american-nuclear-major-company-india-agreement-procure-nuclear-reactors-recently-went-bankrupt-india-enter-contract-westinghouse-criti/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/31/3-westinghouse-american-nuclear-major-company-india-agreement-procure-nuclear-reactors-recently-went-bankrupt-india-enter-contract-westinghouse-criti/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/31/3-westinghouse-american-nuclear-major-company-india-agreement-procure-nuclear-reactors-recently-went-bankrupt-india-enter-contract-westinghouse-criti/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/say-no-to-westinghouse/article17746759.ece


© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 33 www.insightsonindia.com 

5) Companies workforce will be moving out of the defunct company any time soon, hence it may aggravate 

the overall trouble. 

India has to maintain a balance between its energy security and financial viability of the projects. There is also 

issue of feasibility of nuclear technology in its overall terms as far as the safety is concerned. The government 

has to take a pragmatic decision based on geopolitical understanding , but it cannot be compromised on the 

safety and security of nuclear power plants and financial viability of any signed projects. 

 
Topic:  Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Education, Human Resources 

21. In your opinion, what’s the role of Universities? In the light of recent violent fights in college 

and university campuses, critically examine the threat faced by universities in India and role of 

civil society in addressing these threats. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Universities are not only the places of education and skill development but also the institutions of nurturing 

critical understanding of society and centers for revolutionary consciousness. Universities are important for 

de-classing societies. 

THE ROLE PLAYED – 

They develop rational thinking , critical understanding of surroundings as well as scientific temper and values 

such as secularism, tolerance, democracy, etc. among students. 

They are the places of independent thought, fearless expression and constructive debates and dialogues. 

In Central and State-funded universities, a large number of students who take admission belong to the 

marginal sections of society and the middle-lower class. If they undergo the process of cultural understanding 

about the relationship between state and society, they can be effectively used for institutionalising an 

alternative polity of the working class in which the working class, peasantry and women along with SCs, STs 

and minorities play instrumental roles in the decision-making process. 

But recently universities are seeing unprecedented rise in clashes in campus between students & diminishing 

productivity . 

Universities are facing threats in following domains: 

1. Autonomy : Appointments of directors , principals and other higher posts are done by executive which 

involves political patronage and Favoritism. 

Decisions regarding curriculum are also ideologically driven. Example- inclusion of Sanskrit. 

2. Politicization : Universities have become stage for entry into center stage politics using student politics 

as a base. Thus national parties impose their agenda on student unions. 

External political interference is hampering the independent , neutral and tolerant thinking among 

students. 

As a result, extremism is shadowing the democratic values. 

3. Declining academic Productivity : non-productive activities ,Protests hamper the productivity as these 

affect day to day education process. 

4. Curtailment of freedom of expression : Universities find themselves unable to nourish fundamental 

rights of freedom of expression, equality ,social justice,etc. because of interference from external agents 
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and vested interests. Political Parties implement rules fulfilling their own agenda thus affecting 

independent thought process. 

Civil society can play a significant role in addressing these challenges by – 

NGOs – 

1) Think Tanks to keep track on key discussion topics and add valuable inputs 

2) Provide feedback to government on reforms and regulations to neutralize unrest  

Media – 

1) Ensure valid and neutral transmission of information 

2) Fight post truth and false information menace 

3) try to address the problem by mobilizing opinion to favor reworking the rules of universities delineating 

autonomy and political neutrality. 

Citizens- 

1) Raising voice against indifference by executive  

2) promote healthy debate , Dispute resolution through active discussion 

3) Citizen Forum with help of media to vent political anger and put forward viewpoints and Help inculcate 

moral & ethical values in society 

4) Civil society can oversee elections of students of these university , which is the source of intense 

politicization. 

5) Civil society can mobilize students to divert energy into developmental exercises of voluntary assistance. 

CONCLUSION – 

University-autonomy, political neutrality and external non-interference is essential for university of today’s to 

emulate the success of Nalanda and Taxila in comprehensive development of a student towards cognitive and 

societal needs. THUS, students will be transformed into responsible and informed citizens of our democracy. 

 

22. Examine various judgements delivered by the Supreme Court (SC) related to the Medical 

Termination of Pregnancy Act of 1971. Do you think there is a need to enact the draft Medical 

Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill of 2014 into law? In the light of the SC judgements, 

justify. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 provides for the – 

 eligibility criteria for legal MTP. 

 Circumstances and time ceiling for legal MTP (20 wks). 

 authorized institutes and professionals to carry out MTPs.  

S.C. JUDGEMENTS – 

2015 – 14 year old rape victim from Gujarat received permission from S.C. to abort after the deadline of 20 

weeks was passed. Her petition was treated as special case meaning could not be used as a precedent. 

2016 – allowed a woman to undergo abortion in her 24 th week of pregnancy to prevent violation of her right 

to dignity and sexual and reproductive freedom. 
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Jan,2017 – relaxed the 20 week ceiling to permit a woman to terminate her 24 week pregnancy where foetus 

was diagnosed with anencephaly endangering mother’s life.  

Feb,2017 – now, S.C. declined the plea of 26 weeks pregnant woman to abort foetus with Down’s syndrome , 

calling a foetus life and it posed no danger to mother’s life.  

PROVISIONS AMENDED AND JUSTIFICATIONS – 

1. time ceiling raised from 20 wks to 24 wks. 

2. Inapplication of this limit in case of foetus diagnosed with substantial foetal abnormalities. 

JUSTIFICATIONS – 

 With medical and diagnostic advances , many genetic abnormalities are diagnosed after 20 wks. 

 The second provision gives parents the choice – whether they can afford raising disabled child 

economically, emotionally or socially. 

 20 weeks limit was borrowed from western countries, which is not suitable for Indian women where 

diagnosis of pregnancy and registration for pre-natal care is often late. They are denied of choice of 

abortion despite valid grounds. 

3. provision of Independent decision by woman in consultation with RMP – 

JUSTIFICATIONS – 

 MTP Act-1971 denied the abortion to rape victims after the ceiling of 20 wks, compelling them to move 

court. New provision will provide due chance to take proper decisions forsuch women. 

 PRO-CHOICE ARGUMENT – foetus is part of woman’s body and she should have full authority over 

decision regarding abortion. 

4. permitting AYUSH practitioners to perform MTP – 

JUSTIFICATIONS – 

 Due to shortage of qualified doctors and staff , many a times abortions are carried out in unhyegenic and 

unsafe conditions. Hence to counter this, raising no. Of authorized personnel and train them is necessary. 

New bill broadens criteria for abortions, so new burden should be dealt with enhanced resources. 

CONCLUSION – 

New bill seeks to balance foetus’ right to life and mother’s right of choice. It broadens ambit of her 

reproductive rights through abortion choices made available in case of disabled foetus. So, it should be 

enacted as soon as possible. 

But, at the same time precautions should be taken that new law is not misused foe selection and social control. 

 

23. It is argued that there is an urgent need to amend the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) 

Act, 1971. Examine why. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction- 

India is the country wherein burden fertility and related aspects lies mainly on woman .India is one of the few 

countries where the legislation on abortion, 46 years ago, has not translated into access to safe abortion care. 
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Abortion in India: 

The Indian abortion laws fall under the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, which was enacted by 

the Indian Parliament in the year 1971 with the intention of reducing the incidence of illegal abortion and 

consequent maternal mortality and morbidity. The MTP Act came into effect from 1 April 1972 and was 

amended in the years 1975 and 2002. 

Pregnancies not exceeding 12 weeks may be terminated based on a single opinion formed in good faith. In 

case of pregnancies exceeding 12 weeks but less than 20 weeks, termination needs opinion of two doctors. 

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act of India clearly states the conditions under which a 

pregnancy can be ended or aborted, the persons who are qualified to conduct the abortion and the place of 

implementation. Some of these qualifications are as follows: 

 Women whose physical and/or mental health was endangered by the pregnancy 

 Women facing the birth of a potentially handicapped or malformed child 

 Rape 

 Pregnancies in unmarried girls under the age of eighteen with the consent of a guardian 

 Pregnancies in “lunatics” with the consent of a guardian 

 Pregnancies that are a result of failure in sterilization 

Despite the legislation being progressive in its recognition of the concept of abortion under special 

circumstances, there have been demands to amend it, based on certain reasons. 

The reasons are: 

 The act provides for abortion after 2 weeks only when there is special case recognized by Supreme Court. 

This provision has led to the various decisions by Supreme Court as per the demand of particular case. 

Courts decisions rely on bare text of law which was formed in 1971 when there were no advanced 

technologies were available to detect birth defects. 

E.g.: Recently, the Supreme Court permitted a rape survivor to terminate her pregnancy at 24 weeks, which is 

beyond the permissible 20 weeks limit prescribed under the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 

 Such kind of on case based legislation has increased the burden on judiciary, raising the number of 

litigants. 

 The Abnormalities of Fetus cannot be detected by completely after 20 weeks as in certain cases the 

abnormalities may develop after 20 weeks as well. 

 This law as formed in 1971 does not recognize single mother or unmarried woman in its text. 

 The desire of the mother to abort is an aspect that has not been taken into consideration, and the 

justification of the circumstances must be made by the mother alone. 

 MTP Act in 1971 was guided either by concerns about population control, or preventing high mortality in 

women resorting to non-qualified and non-regulated abortion service providers. There is need to 

consider the new social aspects of contemporary era wherein dignity of woman body and her choices 

about her life are equally important. 

The proposed amendment is much progressive with following characters: 

 Amendment mentions that length of the pregnancy has no bearing on the need for an abortion in the 

case of substantial foetal abnormalities (to be listed in the rules under the act), in addition to the 

endangerment of the life of the pregnant woman. 
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 This Amendment, if passed, would make judicial appeal unnecessary as abortions would be permitted 

based on the opinion of a registered healthcare provider. 

 It defines “termination of pregnancy,” differentiate between medical and surgical methods of abortion, 

and include Ayurveda, Unani, siddha and homeopathy practitioners, nurses, and auxiliary nurse midwives 

in the definition of “registered healthcare provider.” 

 The proposed amendments, addresses the previously neglected aspect of women’s choice and 

autonomy. The amendments will allow for abortions on-demand up to 12 weeks, and will extend the 

previous 20-week limit to 24 weeks in cases where the health of the pregnant woman and abnormalities 

in the fetus, physical and mental, are to be considered by the healthcare provider in deciding to conduct 

an abortion. 

 Proposed amendment detaches the marital status of women from citing contraceptive failure as the 

reason for seeking abortion. With social and medical circumstances having undergone drastic changes 

since 1971, a law such as the MTP Act cannot remain a static law. 

Conclusion- 

Forcing a woman to go through an unwanted pregnancy is an unequivocal violation of her right to dignity, and 

sexual and reproductive freedom as guaranteed in the constitution. Hence urgently the draft must take shape 

of act. 

 

24. Analyse how Indian states are performing with regards to life expectancy, IMR and fertility 

compared to international counterparts. (200 Words) 

The Economic Survey 2016-2017, Chapter 10 

Introduction- 

Life expectancy at birth (LE) indicates the number of years a newborn would live if prevailing patterns of 

mortality at the time of its birth were to stay the same throughout its life. 

Infant mortality rate (IMR) is defined as the number of infants dying before reaching one year of age, per 

1,000 live births in a given year. 

Total fertility rate (TFR) is defined as the number of children that would be born to a woman if she were to 

live to the end of her childbearing years and bear children in accordance with age-specific fertility rates in a 

given year. 

Life expectancy- 

 Life expectancy shows convergence with international counterparts; however the progress is slower and 

has variance in different states. Kerala, which started off with a life expectancy of 73.5 years in 2002, 

posted an increase of about 1.27 years over 11 years; UP, which started off with an LE of 60.8 years in 

2002, saw a gain that was twice as large of about 3 years. 

 Such improvement in LE compared to previous decade owes to rising level of income, improving medical 

technologies and antibiotic treatment with high medical care across states. Such figures reflect the 

changing socio-economic scenario and development pattern difference among Indian states. 

IMR- 

 Indian states show larger decline compared to average world country. The numbers on the IMR from 

different states shows that most of the Indian states are performing worse compared to their 

International counterparts. Although many Indian states have shown larger decline in IMR, (For example, 
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Odisha registered a 38 point decline in IMR over the 2000s whereas the average country in the world 

with similar IMRs in 2002 posted only a 28 point decline; Bihar, the median state in 2002, reports a drop 

from an IMR of 61 in 2002 to 42 in 2014.), they still lie below the world average. This may be reflecting 

that children and women perhaps bear the burden of deficient systems of health delivery. 

Fertility- 

 12 Indian states out of the reporting 23 states have reached levels of fertility that are below the 

replacement rate. There is evidence of strong convergence across the states. For example, between 2002 

and 2014, UP reduced its TFR by 1.3 points compared with Kerala that registered an increase and Tamil 

Nadu which posted a very small decline. 

 Again, all the Indian states (with the exception of Kerala) are performing much “better” (in the sense of 

more rapid fertility declines) than countries on average. The extent to which they are doing better is 

striking especially for the high TFR states such as Bihar, UP, MP and Rajasthan. These states are in fact 

posting much stronger fertility declines than is true of the average country. 

 The figures show the striking over-performance of the Indian states. For their level of development, the 

Indian states have much lower levels of fertility than countries internationally. These fertility 

developments have strong implications for the demographic dividend. 

 

25. Why the north east Asia is now being considered as the most dangerous place on earth? 

Examine the role of UN in deescalating tensions in the region. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction:- 

North East Asia refers to sub-region of core countries – China, Japan, North Korea, and South Korea; bordering 

Pacific Ocean. A new UN report revealed that North Korea has continued its proliferation activities and these 

are growing in sophistication. It has now grown into a very dangerous issues in region among several other 

issues. 

 Border disputes:- Territorial disputes between China-Japan (Senkaku Islands) between china and North 

Korea and between North and South Korea over 38th 

 Increasing Nuclear Tensions in region:- Weak authoritarian state NK, possessing multiple nuclear and 

ICBM’s may result in catastrophic consequences if put under undue pressure 

 Resource related tensions:- The china and North ,South Korean nations mostly fight with each other for 

the resources to be shared between the region mostly the marine resources. 

 US-China belligerency:-China-NK nexus as a counterweight US-SK-Japan nexus has led to lack of dialogue, 

and military drills by US-SK-Japan and providing of weapons has escalated further tensions. 

Role/Comments of UN in deescalating tensions 

 Increasing effectivity of trade-sanctions:-NK has been able to evade effects of sanctions using illicit 

methods (foreign individuals, companies) and is able to finance its illicit programs 

 Make the banned list of trade between China-NK more exhaustive 

 US-China should reduce active involvement in the Korean conflict, & not provide weapons to their allies 

(Eg-> THAAD to SK by US has enraged China) 
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 Limited role for UNSC:-This is owing to veto power of China. However, China being both NK’s and SK’s 

biggest economic partner and hence should play a major role among P-5 in resolution of conflicts (US 

should scale down its ‘Pivot to Asia’ program which has been a major hindrance) 

 All parties must adhere to International UN conventions(Eg- UNCLOS) 

 Encourage the Korean peninsula to adopt the Double suspension formula, where the North stops its 

nuclear proliferation, in exchange for ending of US-South Korea military exercises, which may help both 

countries to reach to a fruitful negotiation exercise regarding territorial disputes. 

Conclusion:- 

China-US should collaborate to change the region from Geopolitical ‘Tussle’ to Geo-Economic ‘Hotspot’. 

China’s ‘Double suspension formula’ to scale down NK-SK arms race looks much relevant in this context, and 

hence its recent relative isolation won’t solve the problem. UN further needs to play a major role in 

deescalating tensions in the area. 

 

26. Recently, the government has chosen to introduce the injectable contraceptive, depot 

medroxyprogesterone acetate (DMPA) control women’s fertility. What are the merits and 

demerits of this step? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

In an attempt to offer a bouquet of choices to women in need of family planning services, India has introduced 

hormonal injectable contraceptives in its national programme. 

Depot medroxyprogesterone acetate (DMPA) 

DMPA contains a progestogen. This is similar to the hormone progesterone, which is naturally produced by 

the female body. DMPA is given by injection every 12 weeks and is slowly absorbed into the blood stream to 

prevent pregnancy. 

DMPA works by: 

 Preventing ovulation (egg release from the ovary) 

 Thickening of the mucus of the cervix so that sperm cannot enter the uterus (womb) 

 DMPA is between 99% (only if the injection is not late and there are no other reasons why the medication 

would be less effective) and 94% effective. 

Merits of DMPA- 

 It will increase the choice of basket of contraceptives for women. With the help of proper counseling 

women can take informed decision about contraceptives to be used. 

 It is long acting and effective method of contraception. 

 This method is comparatively inexpensive. 

 This method is suitable for women who can’t take contraceptives that contain oestrogen. 

 DMPA can help in doing away with regressive methods of female contraceptives like sterilization. 

 The drug has been recommended by international institutes like World Health Organization. 
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Demerits of DMPA- 

 DMPA changes bleeding/period patterns. These changes are a result of the hormonal effect to the lining 

of the uterus. It is not possible to predict which changes will occur, but they can include: 

1. During the first months of use, episodes of irregular bleeding and spotting lasting seven days or longer 

are common. The frequency and duration of such bleeding decrease with increasing duration of use. 

2. After one year of use, large numbers of women have reported no periods, and with continuous use, this 

rate of amenorrhea (no periods) can increase to 75 percent. 

3. Irregular bleeding or spotting 

 Fertility issues- Women can face fertility issues like delay in pregnancy after stopping of dosage. 

 DMPA has few side effects. However, side effects may include: 

1. Small weight gain in some women 

2. Headaches 

3. Acne 

4. Change in sexual interest 

5. Mood changes 

The injection is long acting and if side effects occur they may last up to 3 months (it is not possible to reverse 

the effects of an injection once it is given). 

 Some side effects (especially bleeding changes) may persist beyond 3 months although there are a 

number of treatment options available with varying success that may help reduce bleeding problems if 

they occur. 

 DMPA use is associated with a slight loss of bone density while using the method. 

Concerns- 

 There are concerns regarding the preparedness of the government health system to implement this 

contraceptive method. DMPA may be easy to administer, but health workers need to be capable of 

assessment before administering it and of managing side effects that some women may experience. 

 Moreover, studies from Africa have shown that the risk of HIV infection may increase for women who 

have been administered injectable contraceptives. 

 The government needs to introspect whether existing methods have been made available to people 

through informed choice, in a safe manner. 

 Another practical objection to injectable contraceptives is that it is “provider-controlled” — medical 

professionals must give the injection and the contraceptive effects are irreversible for the period of 

efficacy. As against oral birth control pills, which are “user-controlled” and can be stopped soon as a 

woman develops complications. “Making women more provider-dependent, when better options are 

available, is a problem. 

While the injections are popular around the world, a 2010 report by USAID-India noted that India’s 

contraceptive choices were highly skewed towards single method use. Over 75% resort to female sterilization, 

followed by condoms (10%), birth control pills (6%), and intrauterine devices (4%).  
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In India, women don’t make a choice when it comes to family planning. They make a sacrifice. Women are not 

making informed choices or giving consent with full understanding of what the drug does to their bodies. The 

first choice offered to these women is sterilisation. This is extremely regressive situation.   

Way forward- 

The onus of family planning rests solely on Indian women. Results of the latest National Family Health Survey 

4 showed that as against a deplorable 1% men who opted for sterilisation services in 2005, only 0.3% opted 

for it a decade later. “Sterilization is an easier procedure for men in comparison to women. A vasectomy is a 

simple 10-minute procedure. Family planning is not, cannot be a women’s issue. We need to emphasize about 

women’s equality and reproductive rights. We need more men trained in providing vasectomy, more 

counselling for men instead of addressing only women”. 

 

27. Analyse the objectives and focus areas of the new National Health Policy 2017. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The primary aim of the National Health Policy, 2015, is to inform, clarify, strengthen and prioritize the role of 

the Government in shaping health systems in all its dimensions investment in health, organization and 

financing of healthcare services, prevention of diseases and promotion of good health through cross sectoral 

action, access to technologies, developing human resources, encouraging medical pluralism, building the 

knowledge base required for better health, financial protection strategies and regulation and legislation for 

health. 

Objectives:- 

 Improve population health status through concerted policy action in all sectors and expand preventive, 

promotive, curative, palliative and rehabilitative services provided by the public health sector. 

 Achieve a significant reduction in out of pocket expenditure due to health care costs and reduction in 

proportion of households experiencing catastrophic health expenditures and consequent 

impoverishment. 

 Assure universal availability of free, comprehensive primary health care services, as an entitlement, for 

all aspects of reproductive, maternal, child and adolescent health and for the most prevalent 

communicable and non-communicable diseases in the population. 

 Enable universal access to free essential drugs, diagnostics, emergency ambulance services, and 

emergency medical and surgical care services in public health facilities, so as to enhance the financial 

protection role of public facilities for all sections of the population. 

 Ensure improved access and affordability of secondary and tertiary care services through a combination 

of public hospitals and strategic purchasing of services from the private health sector. 

 Influence the growth of the private health care industry and medical technologies to ensure alignment 

with public health goals, and enable contribution to making health care systems more effective, efficient, 

rational, safe, affordable and ethical. 

Specific Objectives:- 

 Providing universal access to quality health care services  

 delivery of health care services to socially vulnerable population group 

 Promote research on tribal medicines  
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 establish public health management cadre in each state  

 ensure public hospitals provide universal access to drugs and diagnostics  

 regulate use of medical devices for quality compliance  

 envision increasing the life expectancy to 70 years from 67.5  

 set up tribunals for redresal of grievances  

Focus Areas:- 

 Higher weightage given to states with poor health indicators…states will be incentivized to increase public 

health expenditure.. 

 Preventive health care focused engaging private sector  

 Reduce out of pocket catastrophic health expenditure by household by 25%  

 Increase the utilization of public health facilities by 50% from current level by 2025 

 Health card an electronic health card records of individual  

 National strategic plan for tuberculosis elimination 2017-25.. kale azar by 2017 leprosy by 2018  

 25% reduction in premature mortality by 2025  

 Access to safe water and sanitation by 2020 

However some concerns remains:- 

1. No Right to Health (Art.21):- May lead to laxity by Govt with respect to implementation 

2. Silent on Health Governance:-On bringing Health under concurrent list (from state list) on similar lines as 

education, and NHSO can’t work effectively without it 

3. Spending still lower than other comparable nations:- (Mexico – 6.2%, China -5.6%,Brazil -9.7%) 

4. Less focused other health-related aspects like mental health, genetic disorders (WHO highlighted the 

concern) 

5. Flawed one-size fits all approach regarding allocation of resources (India Can learn from UK, uses ‘a 

weighted capitation formula’ that accounts for a locality’s socio-economic characteristics to equitably allocate 

funds). 

Conclusion:- 

Thus policy aims to move away from sick care to wellness. It places thrust on prevention and health promotion 

and attempt to reorient, strengthen public health systems. It looks afresh at strategic purchasing from private 

sector & leveraging their strengths. Its full potential will be realized to the benefits of Indians if some concerns 

are addressed. 

 

28. Recently, in a village near the Maharashtra-Karnataka border 19 foetuses (mostly female) were 

found buried near a homeopath’s clinic. Why do you think selective abortions still persist? Who 

should be held accountable and why? Discuss critically. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Child Sex ratio in India has declined from 927 in 2001 Census to 919 in 2011 census. Sex selective abortion is 

one of the primary factor instrumental in the skewing the population’s gender demography. It not only distorts 

the natural sex ratio but also reinforces discriminatory practices against women. This evil practice persists 
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despite several measures taken by the government. Instances like the recent one with 19 dead foetuses ( 

mostly female) found in Mhaisal near Maharashtra-Karnataka border further aggravate the situation. 

Prevalence of selective abortion can be attributed to following reasons: 

1. Societal Attitude: 

 Patriarchal mindset – The practice of preference for a boy child over a girl , belief that only the son can 

perform last rites , that the lineage and inheritance runs through male line , men are the bread-winners 

and they will look after the parents in old age, etc. result in female foeticides. 

 Hidden costs of raising a girl child – especially in light of increasing crimes against women particularly in 

smaller towns and villages, reputation of families are linked to character of daughters. 

 Economic Factors – 

Asset Vs Liability : Due to patriarchal mindset Boys are often seen as an asset and girl as a liability. This is 

aggravated by the menace of Dowry. 

Producer Vs Consumer: male is expected to work and earn, whereas a female is supposed to do 

household tasks and be economically dependent. 

2. Poor implementation of laws : 

 Laws like PCPNDT act ( Pre -Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Test), MTP act are not enforced strictly 

and properly. 

 Apathy of local authorities- no sense of responsibilities among the district health officials, local police for 

taking prompt action. 

3. Poor Medical Ethics : 

 Prevalence of sex determination practices and selective abortions implies lack of strong medical ethics. 

4. Emphasis on family planning : 

 With small families becoming the new norm and preference for a boy still existing, coupled with easy 

availability of sex determination and abortion facilities, female foeticides are on rise. 

5. Illiteracy and poverty : 

 With education such stereotypes against girl child can be broken, but lack of education and poverty have 

bolstered such mindsets. 

Stakeholders to be held accountable – 

1) District health officials- for turning blind eye on such illegal practices. 

2) Law enforcement agencies viz. Local police- for complacence and non-action on complaints against violation 

of PCPNDT act. 

3) Doctors- radiologists, surgeons and quacks performing such procedures illegally. 

4) Family members- often women’s husband and in-laws force them to undergo abortions in hope for a male 

child. 

5) Women themselves- for not raising a voice against such malpractices forced upon them 

6) Society- especially the elders who promote such malpractices by enforcing them. 
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Solutions – 

1) Strict legislation AND regulation – harsh punishments for perpetrators and violators of PCPNDT act, MTP 

act, etc. Regulation of private clinics. Fixing the responsibility on govt. Officials regarding supervision of such 

clinics. 

2) Prohibition on drugs and equipments used for abortion – strict licensing and restricted distribution for 

ultrasound machines, drugs like Misoprostol used for abortion. 

3) Behavioural change – by spreading awareness among persons about the strict persecution of such 

offenders, treating boys and girls equally in all aspects of life. 

4) Government schemes – such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana, PMJSY etc. to be 

implemented in effective manner to ensure benefit of girls so that they will not be considered liability. 

5) Health infrastructure – appoint more government doctors and trained paramedic staff, setup more primary 

health care centers etc.  

6) Woman empowerment – To have a say in reproductive rights and decision making. 

CONCLUSION –  

Reducing female foeticide on a war footing will go a long way in reducing the existing gender gap and bringing 

gender parity, which is essential for the socio-economic health of the nation. 

 

29. Do you think students activism affects academics and is bad for the society? Critically comment. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction- 

Participation of students in political activities is old age phenomenon and has contributed immensely in the 

development and maturity of the Indian democracy. There has been a recent spurt in incidences of violence, 

strikes, protest movements in our educational institutions like Jawaharlal Nehru University, Film and Television 

Institute of India, Hyderabad University etc. albeit for different reasons. 

To understand the need for politics in our institutions, the realities of society we live in need to be understood. 

Politics today, whether desirable or not, has become totalitarian in nature all around the world, varying only 

in terms of degree. It has become so pervasive that there exists no social institution that is not affected by 

politics or is devoid of internal politics. 

Arguments in support of political activities in college: 

1. If the goal of a university is not myopically defined to train students only in a particular subject, but is to 

prepare students for unforeseen and unimagined things that life has to offer, then politics is very 

important, as a part and parcel of college activities, for the overall development of an individual’s 

personality and character. 

2. Politics is needed in institutions to produce better leaders instead of having leaders foisted upon us 

because of their money/muscle power, or by virtue of their lineage. 

3. Democratic politics is not only about the ritual of elections, political canvassing etc. but refers to the 

dialectical environment of debate, discussion, dialogue and dissent in a peaceful setting. 

4. It provides the voice for one of the most disadvantaged sections of the society. 
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5. It is very efficient tool to attract youth in national debate and train them to face the upcoming challenges 

of political and other purposes. 

6. The Constitution guarantees all citizens with the following fundamental rights under Article 19 (1)(a) to 

freedom of speech and expression;(b) to assemble peaceably and without arms; (c) to form associations 

or unions. 

 Argument against political activities in colleges: 

1. Rather than an open forum for debate and idea exchange, Colleges have become proxy battlefields for 

political parties. 

2. In many cases Students are forced to adopt “identity politics”. 

3. Right not to practise politics lost in the pressure created by student groups and political parties. 

4. In many cases the genuine debate is missing and the groups are mere extension of political parties. 

5. Political affiliations among students may leads to violence and huge inefficiencies as well. 

Way forward- 

The interim order of the Supreme Court to implement the Lyngdoh committee recommendations on students’ 

union elections is widely accepted by the academic community. It of course was a setback to the vested 

interests that advocated for apolitical elections in colleges and universities. The six-member committee 

headed by the former election commission Sri. J.M. Lyngdoh, was appointed by the MHRD on the direction of 

the Supreme Court in December 2005. The spirit of the Lyngdoh committee report, which expressed strong 

observations about the need for organizational liberty and necessity of students’ union elections to the 

democratic bodies can be an eye opener to all those who are engaged in malicious campaign against campus 

politics. One of the important recommendations of Lyngdoh Committee is about the right of universities to 

decide the mode of elections. The Lyngdoh committee recommendations designed to streamline the election 

process are broadly welcomed in the academic domain. The committee not only entertained the argument 

that the academic excellence as an eligibility criteria for contesting in the elections but rejected even the High 

Court finding that allowed the education institutions to prohibit political activities within the college campus 

and forbid students from organizing or attending meetings other than the official ones within the college 

campus. 

Currently, only a politics of disruption and destruction is practiced both in the national parliament and in 

college campuses. This adversely affects the legislative process and academics respectively. 

The need of the hour is that the leaders of tomorrow must rise to the occasion and devise new and innovative 

ways of dissenting and protesting through their writings, movies, plays, songs, using the power of social media 

and the internet without disrupting the academic discipline of the institution. Also, they must not deprive 

others of their right to study in a peaceful environment. 

 

30. Critically analyse the nature of India’s spending on health. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The Centre recently cleared the long-awaited National Health Policy 2017, which promises to increase public 

health spending to 2.5% of GDP in a time-bound manner and guarantees health care services to all Indian 

citizens still The World Health Report of 2016 recently released by the World Health Organization (WHO) 
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shows that despite being placed roughly in the middle of the South-East Asian Region (SEAR)—India is one of 

the worst performing regions in health. 

Health sector and spending has assumed importance as:- 

1. National Health policy 2017 marks a paradigm shift in health care sector. The govt has committed to 

increasing health spending to 2.5% of GDP. 

2. Health insurance has gained focus recently with schemes such as the RSBY. 

3. A separate Ministry of AYUSH underlines the govt commitment for alternative medicines. 

4. Preventive health care has gained impetus with Yoga being promoted by the PM personally. 

However the nature of health spending is coming under critical scrutiny due to following aspects:- 

 India spends close to 5% of its GDP on health. While this may appear low when compared to 18% of the 

U.S., data show that Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries spend 

8-11%, middle-income countries close to 6%, and India’s peers, the lower-middle-income countries 4.5%.  

 The finance minister gave the health ministry Rs 10,000 crores more this year, but that is still less than 

health allocation in 2011. 

 Health to total public expenditure in India remains 29% where as even sub Saharan countries also have 

it as high as 45% 

 Government focuses on curative healthcare rather than preventive healthcare 

 The out of pocket expenditure remains tremendously high compared to other countries as government 

fails to ensure the universal health access. Medical debt remains second biggest factor for keeping people 

in poverty. 

 There is still less emphasis on creating world class infrastructure in health sector. Recently announcement 

of concerting 1.5 lack primary health centers into wellness centers indicates it. 75% medical devices in 

India are imported. 

 Spending on creation of skilled workforce of healthcare personal still remains low. Which is very much 

required as only 1 doctor per 1681 person is available. 

 

WAY FORWARD:- 

Exploring Alternative financing sources: Following mechanisms may be considered for expanding the existing 

pool of financial allocations for health in our country: 

1. Surcharges on alcohol and tobacco: This is increasingly gaining traction in many parts of the world, 

including India, and should be continued. 
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2. Health Impact Assessment Index (HIAI): Industries should be incentivized or disincentivized as per their 

impact on individual / public health. Those which have a negative impact should be taxed 

3. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR): A certain percentage of CSR should be earmarked for health. 

 Import tariffs / duties: All import tariffs / duties on health care (drugs, surgical, equipment, etc.) should 

be completely removed if their manufacture / production within the country is not feasible for whatever 

reasons. 

 Prioritization of health expenditures: Chronic diseases have assumed pandemic proportions in India. 

Unlike other countries, however, the problem in India is not just about low priority to health among 

citizens and governments alike, but about lower priority accorded to chronic diseases within already 

miniscule health allocations.  

 Tax benefits: The limits of medical reimbursement and exemption under Section 80D should be raised 

from the present 15,000 each to, at least, 1 lakh each per household. There should be provisions for 

further tax exemptions based on the household burden of disease and disability. 

 

31. Recently, the Supreme Court (SC) observed that the Ayodhya dispute must be settled amicably 

through “a cordial meeting” of all parties. Critically comment on this observation and also on 

the justification given by the SC on this observation. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Ayodhya dispute is a long standing dispute involving the delicate social fabric of the nation. Despite many 

hearings, the case has failed to get a lasting solution. 

SC suggested that the issue should be solved out of the court and amicably on the basis of negotiation, 

mediation and conciliation. 

Merits of this judgment are: 

 The issue involves religious sentiments which should be solved amicably on a dialogue basis, free from 

legal technicalities. 

 It is less expensive & less time consuming.  

 Parties will be free to discuss their differences of opinion without any fear of disclosure of this fact before 

any law courts.  

 The ill-will that would have existed between them will also end. 

 The method would be participatory and the parties to the dispute will participate in the solution-finding 

process. This would be lasting as both the parties will honor the solution with commitment. Judicial 

pronouncements do not enjoy this privilege of mutual agreement. 

 Mediation would provide a lasting solution strengthening the secular fabric of India. 

However, there are some shortfalls of this judgment too: 

 The case has been pending for over 20 years, involves complex interpretations of laws and cases. Hence 

parties to the conference may find it difficult to come at single point solution. 

 A number of attempts at out of courts settlements have already failed. 
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 The same ruling party in the Centre and State may twist the solution in favor of majoritarian. 

 It might create communal tensions in case of delays. 

 It might provide a negative image of judiciary in public. 

Supreme Court suggested out of court settlement because according to it “These are issues of religion and 

sentiments. These are issues where all the parties can sit together and arrive at a consensual decision to end 

the dispute”. 

Supreme Court was well within its right to pronounce its judgment on the dispute. But such top-down order 

could not have satisfied all the stakeholders. Further it could have created tensions among the two 

communities and would have disturbed the social fabric of society. 

Out of court settlement may take some time, but participation of all the stakeholders would give it bottom-

up approach thereby increasing the chances of long lasting solution. This would also legitimize the solution 

and strengthen the social fabric of society. 

 

32. Analyse the merits and demerits on the new National Health Policy (2017). (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Indian Express 

India recently released its National Health Policy (2017) in order to fulfill her aspirations to achieve a healthy 

society. NHP have immense potential to solve health problems of the country if executed with full vigour. 

Its provisions have following merits: 

1. Aspire to improve its spending from current 1.6% to 2.5% of GDP by 2025. 

2. Provision of Health card to families for basic medications in PHCs 

3. Involvement of Private sector for Secondary & tertiary health sectors. 

4. Upgradation of District hospitals & expansion of institutional capacity 

5. State based public health management cadre will be established. 

6. New courses will be included in medical education. 

7. Target based Elimination of HIV, TB etc 

8. Focus on Male sterilization  

9. AYUSH will be integrated into research component of health systems. 

Demerits: 

1. India is renowned for its Medical Tourism but NHP have not incorporated any provisions for boosting the 

same. 

2. NHP still lacks proper regulation & licensing of private sector. Integration of Private & public sector is 

must to reduce OOP expenditure. 

3. Less emphasis on doctors with fake degrees in rural areas, less focus on skill development of nurses etc. 

4. ‘Health as a right’ provision have been done away with as it was incorporated in previous policy. 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/23/3-analyse-merits-demerits-new-national-health-policy-2017/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/breathing-life-into-health-care/article17595827.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/national-health-policy-2017-a-half-cure-medical-council-of-india-ayush-doctors-sterilisation-4581110/


© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 49 www.insightsonindia.com 

CONCLUSION – 

Though there are some demerits but merits outweigh them & hence its success implies on the implementation 

& enforcement. As Economic survey 2015-16 points out, spending on health is primary factor to reap long 

term benefits demographic dividend. So, the governments focus on health should improve along with 

participation of private sector, NGOs, people to make Indian health sector an example around world. 

Healthy citizens are crucial for socio-economic growth of the country hence NHP should be followed with full 

spirit. 

 

33. Discuss the important features and significance of the Mental Health Bill that was introduced 

in Rajya Sabha in 2013. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Hindu 

The World Health Organisation has recently estimated that 1 in 4 persons will be affected by some form of 

mental illness once in their lifetime. Mental health has become a serious issue also in India ,as approximately 

3 to 5% of its population has been affected in some or other manner. In this context Mental Health Care Bill, 

2013, which will replace Mental Health Act 1987, is a watershed legislation. 

Important features of the bill are :- 

1. Right-based approach : 

It makes mental health care – a right of an individual departing from ‘assurance-based approach of health 

care. The Act lays down that “Every person shall have a right to access mental health care and treatment 

from mental health services run or funded by the appropriate government. The right to access mental 

health care and treatment shall mean mental health services of affordable cost, of good quality, available 

in sufficient quantity, accessible geographically, without discrimination on the basis of gender, sex, sexual 

orientation, religion, culture, caste, social or political beliefs, class, disability or any other basis and 

provided in a manner that is acceptable to a person with mental illness and their families and care-givers.” 

The range of services specified in the Act includes outpatient and inpatient services, half-way homes, 

sheltered accommodation, supported accommodation, and provisions for child and old-age mental health 

services. The Act also contains a provision for the notification of a list of essential medicines, providing 

which will be the obligation of the relevant government. 

2. Decriminalizes suicide : 

It scraps art. – 309 of IPC and considers that person suffering from extreme depression ,if not proved 

otherwise. 

3. Advance directive : 

Under it every patient shall have the right to decide how would she be treated and who would take 

decisions on behalf of her. 

4. Mental health authority :  

Both at centre and state level ,to register and train all the mental health personnel and also to address 

grievances against them. 

5. Mental health review board : 

To review and observe the functioning of the act. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/30/2-discuss-important-features-significance-mental-health-bill-introduced-rajya-sabha-2013/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/30/2-discuss-important-features-significance-mental-health-bill-introduced-rajya-sabha-2013/
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/mental-health-bill-how-new-law-marks-paradigm-shift-gives-mentally-ill-many-clear-rights-4590023/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-modern-way/article17741148.ece


© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 50 www.insightsonindia.com 

6. Annual report :  

Shall be submitted in parliament regarding the progress in implementation of the act. 

7. Insurance cover :  

It makes all insurers liable to provide insurance for the mental health components same as that they 

provide for physical health components. 

8. Treatment guidelines :  

ECT shall be applied only in extreme cases and in adults , not in minors and that too under the cover of 

anesthesia. 

9. No inhuman practices : 

No isolation or seclusion shall be provided to the patient and also patient shall not be tied up in chains. 

10. Punishment :  

Violation of any provision of this act will attract imprisonment for 6 months or 10,000 fine or both. 

Significance :- 

1) Departure from assurance-based approach of health care services to RIGHT-BASED approach is very 

significant step which is in line with United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities , 

which India ratified. 

2) By providing insurance, it empowered the family, who find it hard to cover the expenditure . 

3) For the first time, the bill takes into account the inhuman treatment the mentally ill patients have to go 

through. 

4) There is an emphasis on rehabilitation within the community. This is significant as mental illness is still 

considered taboo in our society. 

5) Integration of mental healthcare services into general healthcare services at all levels – financial problems 

can be rectified. 

Concerns :- 

1) No mention of role of Counselors, though they are vital in the domain of mental health, the bill speaks of 

only psychiatrists. 

2) The Bill does not address provisions with respect to guardianship of mentally-ill patients which was defined 

in the previous Act. 

3) Retaining ECT in the Bill has not gone down well with many progressive doctors who don’t believe in this 

therapy. How will a person who has illusions, or feels that everyone is conspiring against him or her, be in the 

state to give such a consent, is the problem. 

4) The implementation burden is put on states without any financial Support from Centre. 

5) The number of mental care doctors and trained staff is another problem as only cities like Delhi have 

sufficient doctors.  

6) No data on Number of people Suffering which makes provision of resources difficult. 

CONCLUSION – 

The passage of the bill reflects a positive and progressive step in the right direction in treating the individuals 

and protecting their rights and respecting their informed decisions. 
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But with the lack of capacity building it could become a half hearted move as govt needs to expand the scope 

of Psychiatrist Clinics so that they could cover more geographical area and increase penetration in rural areas. 

More number of psychiatrists, trained staff and increase in training programs for them is the need of hour. 

 

34. India has continued to account for one fourth of the global TB burden for more than a decade 

despite implementing the WHO-backed Directly Observed Treatment, Short-Course (DOTS) 

programme nationwide. Critically examine why. Also suggest what more should government 

do to eradicate TB. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

About TB: 

Tuberculosis (TB) is an infectious disease caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTB). 

Tuberculosis generally affects the lungs, but can also affect other parts of the body. Most infections do not 

have symptoms, in which case it is known as latent tuberculosis. Tuberculosis is spread through the air when 

people who have active TB in their lungs cough, spit, speak, or sneeze. People with latent TB do not spread 

the disease. Active infection occurs more often in people with HIV/AIDS and in those who smoke. 

About DOTS: 

DOTS (directly observed treatment, short-course), also known as TB-DOTS, is the name given to the 

tuberculosis control strategy recommended by the World Health Organization. According to WHO, The most 

cost-effective way to stop the spread of TB in communities with a high incidence is by curing it. The best 

curative method for TB is known as DOTS. 

DOTS has five main components: 

1. Government commitment (including political will at all levels, and establishment of a centralized and 

prioritized system of TB monitoring, recording and training). 

2. Case detection by sputum smear microscopy. 

3. Standardized treatment regimen directly of six to nine months observed by a healthcare worker or 

community health worker for at least the first two months. 

4. A drug supply. 

5. A standardized recording and reporting system that allows assessment of treatment results. 

TB Burden in India 

Each year about 2.2 million people develop TB in India and an estimated 220,000 die from the disease.1 Some 

estimates calculate the deaths as being twice as high. TB can affect any age, caste or class but cases are mainly 

poor people. Slum dwellers, tribal populations, prisoners and people already sick with compromised immune 

systems are over-represented among the cases, compared to their numbers in the population. The economic 

burden of TB is extremely high. Between 2006 and 2014, TB cost the Indian economy a massive USD 340 billion. 

Challenges while dealing with Tb in India. 

1. TB Case notification 

The notification of TB cases is estimated to be only 58%. Over one third of cases are not diagnosed, or they 

are diagnosed but not treated, or they are diagnosed and treated but not notified to the RNTCP. This could be 

even higher, and the WHO (World Health Organization) estimates that possibly as many as another 10 lakh 

(1,000,000) Indians with TB are not notified. One of the reasons for the low case notification is the largely 

unregulated and unmonitored private sector which accounts for almost half of the TB care delivered in India. 
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2. Private sector care for TB 

The private sector in India, has unfortunately, been a source of mismanagement of TB and hence of drug 

resistance. This includes the use of incorrect diagnostics (e.g. blood tests), incorrect regimes and a lack of 

supervision to ensure all TB patients complete their TB treatment. So every effort is being made to engage the 

private sector in India and improve the quality of care provided by private practioners. 

3. Demographic profile: 

General susceptibility of population to TB bacteria due to malnutrition & low immunity as a result of poverty 

and unhygienic conditions. 

4. Public health infrastructure: 

In many parts of the country the public health infrastructure is not upto the mark to cater the needs of the 

people.  Inefficient medical infrastructure to implement the DOTs programme across the country has led to 

the variation in disease control program 

5. Role of other stakeholders: 

Awareness among people and no early detection will spread the disease is not upto the mark. Lack of 

responsibility among local TB program implementing agencies and negligence on their part to involve private 

practitioners and NGOs is one of the hindrance in implementation of the program.  

Steps to eradicate TB: 

 India needs to double its investment in TB prevention, early diagnosis and treatment. The government 

still doesn’t have enough capacity to meet the needs of all TB patients, a majority of whom seek care in 

the private sector. 

 India has a plan to eradicate TB by 2025. It is a very ambitious challenge to implement. 

 Currently, the government runs the Directly Observed Treatment Short or DOTS course for TB treatment 

where the patients would take seven or eight anti-TB medicines on alternate days of the week. Each dose 

is handed out by a healthcare provider at a clinic. The practice makes it cumbersome for patients to follow 

and when they drop out often leads to drug resistance. 

 Patients with both HIV and TB are even less inclined to adhere to this programme. They have a better 

chance with the method used worldwide of a fixed dose combination treatment which involves taking 

three or four pills every day. 

 Government has discussed active case finding, which allows the health system to look for a patient rather 

than depending on patient walk ins at healthcare centers. The TB department has proposed to have an 

active case detection drive “in campaign mode” 

 
Topic:  Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 

and the performance of these schemes; 

35. Critically comment on the changes made by the union government to child and women welfare 

schemes during last three years. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The present government has taken some commendable steps in health and social sector particularly for girls. 

However at the same time it has performed poorly in many other respects. 
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Positive steps taken- 

 The introduction of the ”Beti Bachao Beti Padhao” scheme was a much needed action, in order to 

promote the concept of gender equality, as well as ensuring the welfare and development of the girl 

child. 

 Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana is a small deposit scheme of the Government of India meant exclusively for a 

girl child and is launched as a part of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Campaign. The scheme is meant to meet 

the education and marriage expenses of a girl child. 

 The improved implementation of the POCSO Act, and the introduction of the system of online complaints 

in a simple and hassle-free manner, is being regarded as a child-friendly measure adopted by the 

government. 

 The recent amendments to the Maternity Benefits Act, 1961, in order to increase the maternity leave 

period for working women from 12 to 26 weeks, facilitating maternity leave for commissioning as well as 

adopting mothers, and of providing crèches in workplaces, allowing the mother to take care of and feed 

the child at work, are indeed welcome steps. 

Negatives of government policies- 

 Government has failed to grant maternity allowance to women which were granted under National Food 

Security Act (NFSA) 2013. Despite high returns on maternal and infant health government has allocated 

insufficient amount under recent budget. 

 The government has cut the budget allocation of Integrated Child Development Scheme by 50% in 2015-

16 despite its good progress and outcome. The funds are even short for making salaries of anganwadi 

workers. 

 Like ICDS, the midday meal scheme received shock treatment in the 2015-16 Budget, with an initial 

Budget cut of 36%. The allocation for midday meals in this year’s Budget, Rs. 10,000 crore, is still 25% 

lower in money terms than the corresponding allocation four years ago (in real terms, the decline would 

be even larger). 

 Government is planning to phase out Janani Suraksha Yojana, a scheme of conditional cash transfers 

aimed at promoting institutional deliveries. The step has taken despite the fact that scheme was 

successful in increasing the institutional deliveries. There was surge in institutional deliveries in the last 

10 years or so (e.g. from 39% in 2005-6 to 79% in 2015-16 according to National Family Health Surveys). 

 Aadhaar is now being made compulsory for all these schemes — midday meals, ICDS, maternity benefits, 

JSY etc. This may leave out deserved beneficiaries. 

Conclusion- 

India still lags way behind when it comes to mother and child health compared to rest of the world. There is 

urgent need of central and state government to increase the allocation of funds to this sector. The existing 

schemes should be strengthened and new schemes be implemented in right spirit. 

 
Topic:  Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections.  

36. Critically comment on recommendations made by the Economic Survey in introducing a 

universal basic income in India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
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Introduction:- A basic income (also called unconditional basic income, Citizen’s Income, basic income 

guarantee, universal basic income or universal demogrant) is a form of social security in which all citizens or 

residents of a country regularly receive an unconditional sum of money, either from a government or some 

other public institution, in addition to any income received from elsewhere. 

Survey has provided following suggestions:- 

 Univesal Basic Income should replace the welfare scheme. The Economic survey wants UBI to replace and 

NOT supplement the existing social welfare, anti-poverty schemes like MGNREGA, PMJSY etc 

 Economic Survey has suggested to replace all current cash transfers with universal basic income. 

 Survey in a bold step ensured that universal basic income will not be distributive in nature. The burden 

to distribute the income will not be shared by the rich. 

Arguments in Favour :- 

 Against Poverty and vulnerability reduction :-Poverty and vulnerability will be reduced in one fell swoop. 

 Choice- A UBI treats beneficiaries as agents and entrusts citizens with the responsibility of using welfare 

spending as they see best; this may not be the case with in-kind transfers. 

 Better targeting of poor- As all individuals are targeted, exclusion error (poor being left out) is zero though 

inclusion error (rich gaining access to the scheme) is 60 percent . 

 Insurance against shocks- This income floor will provide a safety net against health, income and other 

shocks. 

 Improvement in financial inclusion Payment – transfers will encourage greater usage of bank accounts, 

leading to higher profits for banking correspondents (BC) and an endogenous improvement in financial 

inclusion. Credit – increased income will release the constraints on access to credit for those with low 

income levels. 

 Psychological benefits- A guaranteed income will reduce the pressures of finding a basic living on a daily 

basis. 

 Administrative efficiency- A UBI in place of a plethora of separate government schemes will reduce the 

administrative burden on the state. 

Arguments against UBI:- 

 Conspicuous spending- Households, especially male members, may spend this additional income on 

wasteful activities. 

 Moral hazard (reduction in labour supply)- A minimum guaranteed income might make people lazy and 

opt out of the labour market. 

 Gender disparity induced by cash Gender norms may regulate the sharing of UBI within a household – 

men are likely to exercise control over spending of the UBI. This may not always be the case with other 

in-kind transfers. 

 Implementation- Given the current status of financial access among the poor, a UBI may put too much 

stress on the banking system. 

 Fiscal cost given political economy of exit- Once introduced, it may become difficult for the government 

to wind up a UBI in case of failure. 

 Political economy of universality – ideas for self-exclusion Opposition may arise from the provision of the 

transfer to rich individuals as it might seem to trump the idea of equity and state welfare for the poor. 
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 Exposure to market risks (cash vs. food)- Unlike food subsidies that are not subject to fluctuating market 

prices, a cash transfer’s purchasing power may severely be curtailed by market fluctuations. 

Conclusion:- 

UBI holds a lot of potential as a welfare scheme, however in it’s present form needs to be re-evaluated. There 

is a need for a 10-fold increase in resource mobilisation combined with increasing the tax base for funding. 

Also, UBI should not be aimed at replacing the existing welfare schemes but stick to it’s core ideas of providing 

basic income to citizens without a means test and work requirement 

 

37. What are the objectives of Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan? Also a write a note on the ‘Inclusiveness 

and Accessibility Index’. (200 Words) 

The Economic Survey 2016-2017, Chapter 8 

Introduction:- 

 Accessible India Campaign or Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan is a program which is set to be launched to serve 

the differently-able community of the country. The program comes with an index to measure the design 

of disabled-friendly buildings and human resource policies. 

 The flagship program will be launched by the Prime Minister on 3 December 2015, the International Day 

of Persons with Disabilities. The initiative also in line with the Article 9 of UNCRPD(UN Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities) to which India is a signatory since 2007. 

 According to the2011 Census of India, 2.21 per cent of the population or approximately 26.8 million 

Indians suffer from a disability. 

The overall target is to make at least 50% government buildings disabled friendly. 

Objectives: 

1. Enhancing the proportion of accessible government buildings. 

2. Enhancing proportion of accessible airports, railway stations, public transport. 

3. Enhancing proportion of accessible and usable public documents and websites that meet internationally 

recognized accessibility standards. 

The ‘Inclusiveness and Accessibility Index’ helps the industries and corporates to participate in the Accessible 

India Campaign by voluntarily evaluating their readiness for making the workplace accessible for Persons with 

Disabilities. 

Three main parameters: 

1. Inclusive policies and Organizational Culture: Equal opportunity and top management commitment, 

Organizational policies and culture, CSR. 

2. Inclusiveness of the Supply Chain Inclusive Employment: Percentage with employees with Disabilities, 

Career growth 

3. Awareness and Adaptations: Workplace adaptations, awareness and sensitization programmes, grievance 

redress. 

3 components of accessibility: 

A). accessibility related practices 

B). infrastructure accessibility 
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C). product and services. 

Conclusion:– 

Accessibility is the key to inclusion and equal access for people with disabilities is the mantra for Sugamya 

Bharat Abhiyan. An accessible barrier-free environment is the first step towards fulfilling the right of people 

with disabilities to participate in all areas of community life and achieving the goal of Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas. 

 

38. For all its successes in giving representation to different social groups, India has a mixed track 

record when it comes to women’s participation and representation in politics. Critically analyse 

causes and consequences of India’s mixed record when it comes to women’s participation and 

representation in politics. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Women’s participation and representation in politics in India- 

 During the first two decades after Independence, women’s participation in elections lagged behind that of 

men’s by nearly 20 points. In the recent years, women’s participation has caught up with the average, to the 

point that in the last round of elections to state assemblies, women outvoted men in 17 states. 

That there is gender parity in voter turnout in most states is remarkable — particularly so in a country that 

suffers one of the world’s worst sex ratios. The fact that women outvote men in many states where their 

literacy rate is significantly lower than the average (65.46 per cent against 82.14 per cent in 2011) must also 

be noted.  

In the 2014 general elections, women turnout rose from 55.82 per cent to 65.63 per cent, a jump of nearly ten 

percentage points. The overall gender voting gap shrank to an all-time low of 1.46 per cent. The trend has 

continued in subsequent state elections. 

In spite of such progress, women’s representation in elected assemblies remains abysmally low. In 1952, 

women comprised 6 per cent of India’s first Lok Sabha. Sixty two years later, the representation of women in 

the Lok Sabha in 2014 reached an all-time high of 12.15 per cent. The situation is worse at the state level, 

where the average representation ratio of women is only 7.3 per cent. Some states, Nagaland or Mizoram for 

example, have no women MLAs. Among the other worst performers are Jammu and Kashmir (2.27 per cent) 

Goa (2.5 per cent), Karnataka (2.65 per cent) and Arunachal Pradesh (3.28 per cent). India’s best performing 

state is Haryana (14.44 per cent), followed by West Bengal (13.95 per cent), Rajasthan (13.48 per cent) and 

Bihar (11.67 per cent). 

Reasons for the low representation of women in legislative arena- 

Traditional and cultural barriers- 

 The social and public life of women have kept limited in India due to parochial mindset. Thus political 

awareness among women is exceptionally low. 

 Lack of decision making power in the family and subservience to the male authority has affected women’s 

participation in politics. 

 It is still almost impossible to lower caste women to stand against caste chains and enter into politics. 

Political barriers- 

 Political parties, who refuse to field a fair number of women candidates. 
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 Legislative support to women through Women Reservation Bill has not been passed by the Parliament 

due to lack of consensus among political parties and political will. 

Economic barriers- 

 Lack of financial independence to large number of women is fundamental cause for their lower 

proportion in law making bodies. 

Educational barriers- 

 Women literacy is way low compared to men in India. Lack of education or proper educational facilities 

has resulted into low confidence and courage which is needed for public life. 

Legislative shortcomings- 

 Even 33% reservation to women in Panchayat and Urban local bodies has not brought large-scale positive 

results due to poor implementation of the provisions of the law. Most of the women leaders in local 

governance act as mere puppet of their husbands. This has not created true women leadership which 

can rise to the state and national level politics. 

Consequences- 

 Due to low representation of women in legislative bodies, women’s issues are not properly addressed. 

Eg Addressing issues like female feticide, women’s security, introduction of injectable contraceptives etc. 

 Further deterioration of social and economic condition of women. 

 The economic potential of women is not being realized due political sat-back resulting into low labor 

force participation rate. 

 In fact the true meaning of ideals mentioned in our constitution like Justice and equality are missing from 

Indian democratic system due to lagging behind of women in political sphere. 

Conclusion- 

Changing prejudices and stereotypes in India will remain a herculean task for generations to come. The only 

way to address it in the short run is through bold legislation, the kind of spectacular gestures the prime 

minister seems inclined to. 

 

39. Discuss the merits and demerits of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) 

Act of 2012. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Bill, 2011 

Protects children from sexual abuse and exploitation, and establishes special courts to exclusively deal with 

cases of child abuse and exploitation.  

 The Bill seeks to protect children from offences such as sexual assault, sexual harassment and 

pornography. India is a signatory to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child since 1992. The parties 

to the Convention are required to take measures to prevent children from being coerced into any 

unlawful sexual activity. 

 Any person below the age of 18 years is defined as a “child”. The Bill seeks to penalise any person who 

commits offences such as “sexual harassment”, “sexual assault”, “penetrative sexual assault”, and 

“aggravated penetrative sexual assault”. 
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 A person shall be guilty of using a child for pornographic purposes if he uses a child in any form of media 

for the purpose of sexual gratification through representation of sexual organs of a child or using a child 

in sexual acts or other types of obscene representation. The penalty is rigorous imprisonment for upto 

five years and a fine. On subsequent convictions, the term of imprisonment is upto 7 years and fine. 

 The Bill also includes penalties for storage of pornographic material and abetment of an offence. 

 An offence committed under this Act shall be reported to either the local police or the Special Juvenile 

Police Unit who has to report the matter to the Special Court within 24 hours. The police also have to 

make special arrangement for the care of the child. In case a person fails to report a case, he shall be 

penalised. Also, the Bill includes penalties for making false complaints. 

 Each district shall designate a Sessions Court to be a Special Court. It shall be established by the state 

government in consultation with the Chief Justice of the High Court. The state government shall appoint 

a Special Public Prosecutor for every Special Court. The Court shall, as far as possible, complete the trial 

within one year. The trial shall be held in camera and in the presence of the child’s parents or any person 

trusted by the child. 

 The guardian of the child has the right to take assistance from a legal counsel of his choice, subject to the 

provisions of Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. 

 If an offence has been committed by a child, it shall be dealt with under the Juvenile Justice (Care and 

Protection of Children) Act, 2000. 

Merits 

1. CHILD FRIENDLY PROCESS:- A child’s statement can be recorded with child permission n in simple language 

even at the child’s residence or a place of his choice n done by a female police officer not below the rank of 

sub-inspector. 

– Protect children under age of 18 from sexual crimes. 

2. PUNISHMENT:- Punishes those involve in child traffics 

-Punishes those who not report or have knowledge that an offence has been committed i.e. media personnel, 

staff of hotel/ lodges, hospitals, clubs. 

– It is now mandatory for police to register an FIR in all cases of child abuse.  

3. EMERGENCY PROVISION 

Medical facilities to be available within 24 hours of crime. 

4. CARE N PROTECTION 

information should be given CWC (Child welfare committee) n child can be taken out from his house if any 

threat is being used. 

5. COMPENSATION 

State gov. Should give compensation within 30 days of judgement. 

Demerits 

1. CONSENT: If the child refuses to undergo medical examination but the family member or investigating 

officer insting the POCSO Act is silent and does not give clear direction. 

2. MEDICAL EXAMINATION: conflicting legal position arises when female doctor is not available n 

Criminal law says anybody on duty can do examination. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 59 www.insightsonindia.com 

3. TREATMENT COST: the hospital and establishment has to provide free medical care to the survivors 

or the State should take responsibility of reimbursing the cost otherwise hospital may provide 

substandard medical treatment. 

4. CONSENTED SEXUAL INTIMACY: Sexual contact between two adolescents or between an adolescent 

and an adult are considered illegal under the POCSO act. 

5. CHILD MARRIAGES: Child marriage are considered illegal under the POCSO Act, 2012 but it enjoys 

sanction under certain Personal Law thus complicating matters. 

6. REPORTING: It is well known that the cases of child sexual abuse are usually not reported. Both 

survivors and family members feel embarrassed and ashamed bearing the guilt, anger, frustration. 

-does not take MENTAL age as parameter thus injustice to those suffering from them. 

 

40. What are the salient features of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016. Recently the 

draft rules of this new law were made available to the public for comments. Critically comment 

on these rules. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Disability is more of the mental construct than the physical impairment. The varied nature of differently abled 

people should be taken as a human diversity and accepted as a just another dimension of human nature. This 

kind of understanding and its right implementation will lead to true egalitarian society. 

The 2011 Census put the number of disabled in India at 2.68 crore, or 2.21% of the population. This gross 

underestimation, especially in the light of the proposed amendments has greatly widened the current Census 

definition of disability. 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill 2016: 

 The Bill makes a larger number of people eligible for rights on the grounds of their disability. The rights 

include reservations in government jobs and welfare schemed among others. 

 The revision to the Disability Bill recognizes acid attacks and Parkinson’s disease as disabilities. 

 The amendments to the Disability Bill also make a particular mention of the requirements of women and 

children with disabilities. It also makes sure that the people with disabilities are provided with barrier-

free access in buildings, transport systems and all kinds of public infrastructure. 

 The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill 2016 promises 5 per cent reservation for persons with 

benchmark disabilities. 

 Bill is expected to eliminate any kind of discrimination against people with disabilities. It defines 

discrimination as “any distinction, exclusion, restriction on the basis of disability damaging the exercise 

on an equal basis of rights in the political, social, cultural, civil or any other field.” 

The Act has categorized Persons with Disabilities into three categories: 

 Person with disability 

 Person with benchmark disability 

 Person with disability having high support needs 

While “person with disability” is defined as “a person with long term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory 

impairment which, in interaction with barriers, hinders his full and effective participation in society equally 
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with others”; “person with benchmark disability” means “a person with not less than forty per cent of a 

specified disability where specified disability has not been defined in measurable terms. 

Special Courts will be designated in each district for providing speedy trial. 

Salient features of the bill are: 

 The bill is gender sensitive and thus put forth the principle of equality and justice. 

 The Bill makes a larger number of people eligible for rights and entitlements by reason of their disability, 

and for welfare schemes and reservations in government jobs and education. 

 Bill lays down specific provisions on the guardianship of mentally ill persons. 

 The amendments include private firms in the definition of ‘establishments’, which previously referred to 

only government bodies. All such establishments have to ensure that persons with disabilities are 

provided with barrier-free access in buildings, transport systems and all kinds of public infrastructure, 

and are not discriminated against in matters of employment. 

 The Bill also allowed the central government to notify any other condition as a disability. 

 Bill proposes for a “universal identity card for the disabled”, similar to an Aadhar card to mitigate inter-

state disparity in disability entitlements. 

 Provisions supplement  the ongoing ”Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan” of the Department for Empowerment of 

Persons with Disabilities 

Lacunae in the rules of this law: 

 The act do not provides for the time limit to obtain disability certificate from government authority. 

 The proposed amendments do away with the provision in the 2014 Bill for strong National and State 

Commissions for Persons with Disabilities, with powers on a par with a civil court. They instead continue 

with the status quo of having only a Chief Commissioner with far fewer powers. 

 2014 version made violation of any provision of the Act punishable with a jail term of up to 6 months, 

and/or a fine of Rs 10,000. Subsequent violations could attract a jail term of up to 2 years and/or a fine 

of Rs 50,000 to Rs 5 lakh. The amended Bill, however, proposes to remove the jail term entirely, and only 

keep fines for breaking the law or discriminating against persons with disabilities. 

 The amendments, if passed in their present form, will dilute safeguards provided in the originally 

proposed Bill. The 1995 law had 3% reservation for the disabled in higher education institutions and 

government jobs — 1% each for physically, hearing and visually impaired persons. The 2014 Bill raised 

the ceiling to 5%, adding 1% each for mental illnesses and multiple disabilities. The proposed 

amendments cut the quota to 4%. 

 Sensitizing people to the needs of the pwd is also equally important to affect a social change. Adequate 

funds need to be allocated to ensure broad social acceptance. 

 It’s ironic that the rules, a public document on the department’s website, are not published in an 

accessible format for differently abled people. 

 Disability welfare is under state list, so efficacy of the implementation can be done effectively when states 

are enabled for it. 
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41. The National Institution for Transforming India (NITI Aayog) is formulating a Vision 2030 

document. This document is coterminous with the UN’s 2030 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). In your opinion,  considering the hardships faced by the disabled persons in India, how 

should Vision 2030 strive to address concerns of disabled people? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Today disability issues are shifting towards a right based domain rather than the medical model which creates 

an environment of mere charity for the differently abled people. Above mentioned provision is in tune with 

recently passed Rights of disabled people bill, 1016 which has many innovative concepts to empower 

differently abled people. 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), officially known as transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development is a set of 17 “Global Goals” with 169 targets between them. NITI Aayog’ or the 

National Institution for Transforming India is a Government of India policy think-tank established by the 

government to replace the Planning Commission which followed the top-down model. The stated aim for NITI 

Aayog’s creation is to foster involvement and participation in the economic policy-making process by the State 

Governments of India. The emphasis is on bottom-up approach and makes the country to move towards 

cooperative federalism. 

According to census 2001 21 million people in India suffer from one or the other kind of disability which is 

nearly 2.1% of the population. 

India should interpret the provisions of the SDGS in line with the requirements and spirits of the UN convention 

on the Rights of Persons with disabilities (UNCRPD). 

Vision 2030 document by NITI ayog should consider the following aspects linked with the differently abled 

people: 

 Government should consider the information collection for differently abled people as a priority task. 

Adding Universally Accepted Questions across all data instruments like Population Census, Sample Survey 

by NSSO etc. Considering socio-cultural sensitivities of disabled one and their families must be initiated 

for better understanding of disability in country. 

 Disability issues cut across various ministries and thus there is need of dedicated cell of professionals and 

experts to provide inputs at policy and planning level for differently abled people. Such kind of dedicated 

cell can generate cooperative efforts between center and state governments. 

 On the line of gender budgeting a special provision should be made for differently abled people as well. 

 NITI Aayog has segregated the SDGs goals and defined the targets to respective nodal agencies and 

departments. This action should be followed by required efforts from departments to create an enabling 

infrastructure for differently abled people. 

 NITI Aayog has started a new initiative on the advice of Prime Minister Narendra Modi called Niti 

Lectures: Transforming India. The aim of this initiative is to invite globally reputed policy makers, experts, 

and administrators to India to share their knowledge, expertise, experience in policy making and good 

governance with Indian counterparts. This platform should be effectively used to raise the issues of 

differently abled people at national and international forum. 

 NITI Aayog is the right platform to enhance the cooperation between government and nongovernment 

organizations to create an environment og growth and development for differently abled people. 
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 Goal number 16 provides for the peaceful and inclusive societies forsustainable development, access to 

justice for all and builds effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels. This goal can be a 

guiding principle for all our efforts to empower differently abled people. 

 

17 sustainable goals are : 

All these goals and the very purpose of establishment of 

NITI ayog goes hand in hand and thus this is the prime 

opportunity to have a better world for one of the most 

deprived sections of the people , Divyangas. 

 

Topic: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

42. In addition to existing anti-corruption institutions at the union level, what other 

recommendations does the second ARC make to fight corruption effectively in India? Critically 

comment on these recommendations. (200 Words) 

2nd ARC 4th Report Chapter 4 

The Second Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC) was constituted on 31 August 2005, as a Commission 

of Inquiry, under the Chairmanship of Veerappa Moily for preparing a detailed blueprint for revamping the 

public administrative system. 

Indian govt have established several institutions such as CVC, CBI. CIC to tackle the corruption cases. But these 

institutes are already burdened with huge pile of cases and lack of manpower. In wake of this ARC have 

recommended few supplementary reforms to solve the menace of corruption: 

The existence of anti-corruption institutions such as the Central Vigilance Commission, and agencies like CBI 

which function under it are indicative of a basic structure for deterrence of corruption, and the corrupt in 

India. 

However, the other recommendations of the 2nd ARC in the context of fighting corruption in India need to be 

critically commented upon. The various recommendations in this regard are: 

1. Introduction of a code of ethics for the public servants. 

In the present politico-administrative scenario the line between what is ethical and what is unethical is 

getting blurred. Thus such a code of ethics needs to be framed in accordance with the growing need for 

changing ethical perceptions in recent times. 

2. Appointment of an independent ombudsman to inquire into cases of corruption against public servants. 

However, such an ombudsman must not be granted excessive discretionary powers and authority, and 

must me made accountable to the Parliament. There are already different mechanisms to deal with 

cases of corruption but their functioning is proving ineffective due to reasons like lack of autonomy, 

insufficient human resource, political interference etc. Thus any new body must be insulated from such 

problems.  

3. Reforming of political funding through partial state-funding of elections. 

Partial state funding of election is good idea when it comes to curb money power in election and to 

conduct free and fair elections. However, it must also be ensured that there is a cap on such funding for 

the parties as a whole, and they should be brought under the ambit of the RTI Act. 

4. The excessive protection given to the civil servants as regards their prosecution needs to be looked into. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_fair_trial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_fair_trial
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/02/3-addition-existing-anti-corruption-institutions-union-level-recommendations-second-arc-make-fight-corruption-effectively-india-critically-comment-re/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/02/3-addition-existing-anti-corruption-institutions-union-level-recommendations-second-arc-make-fight-corruption-effectively-india-critically-comment-re/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/02/3-addition-existing-anti-corruption-institutions-union-level-recommendations-second-arc-make-fight-corruption-effectively-india-critically-comment-re/
http://arc.gov.in/4threport.pdf


© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 63 www.insightsonindia.com 

According to 2nd ARC report excessive protection to civil servants is resulting into dishonest servants 

taking the benefit of the provision to escape punishments. The report is in favor of removing this undue 

advantage. However, the opportunity should not be misused to harass the honest civil servants. 

5. Strengthening of anti-defection law and giving primacy to the view of election commission on such 

matters. 

The present anti-defection law gives speaker the final authority over the decisions in cases of defection. 

The role of speaker in such cases has become controversial as many speakers could not give impartial 

decisions. Thus the recommendation of 2nd ARC report to give primacy to election commission in cases 

of defection is step in right direction. 

6. Use of technology to bring more transparency in government through various e-governance initiatives. 

The use of advanced technologies in governance is welcome step which would reduce the discretion of 

administrators, thereby reducing tendencies of corruption among them. This would build public 

confidence in the governance. 

7. Making civil services more empathetic and responsive to the demands of citizens by building citizen’s 

charter and, ensuring time bound delivery of goods and services. 

Building empathy and compassion in civil servants towards weaker sections of society would truly realize the 

meaning of good-governance. 

Conclusion- 

In fact, the various recommendations made by the 2nd ARC to help curb corruption are worth appreciation. 

But, at the same time, their pure mechanical application must be avoided, without looking into the possible 

pitfalls of such steps. 

 

43. Recently, the union government mandated the possession of an Aadhaar number for receiving 

benefits under the Mid-Day Meal Scheme. There are similar instances where government has 

forced citizens to undergo Aadhaar authentication to avail public services. Critically comment 

on the various issues involved in making Aadhaar mandatory to avail public services. (200 

Words) 

EPW 

 Placing conditions on access to food entitlements is not a marker of a welfare state. The recent notification 

by the government mandating the possession of an Aadhaar number for receiving benefits under the Mid-Day 

Meal Scheme has created a justifiable future.  

Several ministries have issued notifications that will co-opt over 30 schemes on to the Aadhaar bandwagon, 

including the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, the Employees’ Provident Fund, 

pension and scholarship schemes, and recently even the compensation provided to the victims of the 1984 

Bhopal gas leak. The aim is to make Aadhaar mandatory for all 84 schemes covered by the direct benefit 

transfer programme.  

The government has stated again in a recent press release that “till Aadhaar number is assigned to any 

individual, the benefit will continue to be given based on alternate means of identification.” The recent 

notifications all state that an Aadhaar number is required to access these entitlements, and in the absence of 

which other specified identification documents would be accepted. However, beneficiaries will also have to 

provide proof of Aadhaar enrolment. Given this, and the tight deadlines set for providing this proof, it is clear 

that Aadhaar has effectively been made mandatory. 
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CONCERNS- 

1. EXCLUSION ERROR – 

due to poor internet penetration, lack of power supply , non- matching of the thumb-impression of 

beneficiaries due to hard labour. It may systematically exclude the most underprivileged. Reports from 

Gujarat, Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh and other states describe the exclusion of genuine beneficiaries because 

of problems with the Aadhaar records and authentication issues, besides technological and infrastructural 

failures. 

Identification regulation is possible but not quantity regulation in PDS through use of Aadhaar. 

2. DATAVEILLANCE – 

Use of data collected by government and other private entities for other purposes which may encroach upon 

privacy of people. 

3. CYBER ATTACK – 

may have serious repercussions for economy if misuse of big-data. 

4. NO REMEDY – 

unlike in many other countries like USA, under the Aadhaar act, if data is compromised then people have no 

remedy available. 

5. PENETRATION – 

Aadhaar is still not UNIVERSAL as in some pockets of the country people have not yet got Aadhaar and in many 

cases non-citizens have got it. 

6. VAGUE PROVISIONS – 

Clause 57: “Nothing contained in this Act shall prevent the use of Aadhaar number for establishing the identity 

of an individual for any purpose, whether by the State or any body corporate or person, pursuant to any law, 

for the time being in force, or any contract to this effect.” Such a clause clearly allows non-state entities to use 

Aadhaar authentication and gain access to data, which has already happened. The UIDAI recently stopped 24 

firms from using its data in an unauthorised manner following public complaints. 

Definition of “biometric information” in the act that is being kept open to include “other biological attributes” 

(viz. DNA) in the future. All this raises many troubling questions about control and access to such big data; not 

just demographic, but also biometric data. 

7. RIGHT TO FOOD V/S STATE SURVEILLANCE – 

Making Aadhaar mandatory for PDS as well as MDM scheme makes right to food subordinate and conditional 

on surrendering privacy.  

BENEFITS –  

1. WORLD BANK has hailed the Aadhaar as “WORLD’S MOST SOPHISTICATED ID PROGRAM”. 

2. CRISIL REPORT said Aadhaar enabled DBT could be a GAME CHANGER as it will reduce pilferages and 

provide better targeting. 

CRISIL further said it can save government 25000 Cr. Rupees in PDS in 2015 alone. 

3. Aadhar will provide better inclusion as it is easy to get Aadhaar card. 
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WAY FORWARD – 

SUPREME COURT has reiterated time and again not to make Aadhaar mandatory for availing benefits of 

various welfare public services. The government should respect the decision of the apex court and bring 

necessary amendments to the act and also privacy law to get the grievances under the act corrected. 

Government should avoid blurring of division between welfare state and surveillance state. 

 

44. Why do you think Indian sports federations are not governed well? Discuss the steps taken to 

improve professionalism and efficiency of sports federations in India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Sports are associated with national pride and acts as a vital force to enhance integrity of our nation. Sport 

federations function as a heart that pumps blood to all areas of a particular sport. But, high direct/indirect 

outsider influence and vested interests of stakeholders have caused undue influence on overall working of 

sport federations- 

Indian sports federations are poorly governed because- 

 Administrative issues- There are no common code/rule/legislation/law for governing the administration 

(elections, funding, schedules and events, qualifications and time limit for different admin posts etc.) of 

different sports associations. These associations have their own constitutions and rules. As a result, they 

are neither transparent nor fair to athletes as well as officials. 

 Inappropriate representation of ex-sportspersons in administrative bodies has been a common 

problem with all sports in India. Most of the associations have their official staff which is alien to that 

sport. It leads to dissatisfaction among players as their problems are not understood and solved by that 

superimposed staff. 

 Lack of transparency- Functioning and administration of most of the sports federations are opaque with 

little transparency. This has hampered the efficiency and effectiveness of discharging their duties. It has 

also made corporate sector skeptical for sponsoring sports players. 

 Lack of accountability-Many sport federations don’t publish financial statements, and only one (Football 

federation) have it audited, which paves way for rampant corruption and leakage of already-short funds. 

 Lack of Vision- Most of the sport federations do not have clear goals and defined objectives which 

hampers their progress. Many sport federations like All India Tennis Association, Basketball Federation 

of India, and Indian Amateur Boxing Federation have not come out with their future strategies. 

Steps taken to improve professionalism and efficiency of sports federations in India- 

 Government has brought all the national sport federations receiving grant of Rs10 lac or more under the 

ambit of definition of public authority under RTI act, making it mandatory for them to appoint Public 

Information Officer (PIO) and Appellate authorities. Sport federations like BCCI which are not under RTI, 

should be brought under it. 

 Special task force has been created to prepare an action plan for the next 3 Olympics – 2020 to 2028, 

and provision to give sport federations autonomy on similar lines like IOA is under deliberation. At the 

same time efforts are being taken to increase private investment in sports. 

 Revamping of National Sports Policy is under consideration to remove bottlenecks in sport federation’s 

administration, monitoring of financial assistance and increase their accountability. 
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 Lodha panel has given valuable recommendations regarding matters like check on political influence, and 

chairmanship tenure and enforce appointment limits at higher levels, cleaning up election process, 

appointment of independent ombudsman. This would increase the transparency and accountability on 

the part of sport federations. 

 Some of the sport federations have themselves started to adopt a Conflict of Interest policy (Eg – Hockey 

India), and review committees have been set up by many to analyze the poor performance of players at 

international levels. 

 Government has undertaken sports code of India to make sport federations more professional. 

Conclusion- 

Sport federations play important role in making nation a sport superpower. They are the pivots around which 

whole network of sport moves. In this context recommendations of Abhinav Bindra committee are valuable 

and be adopted gradually. 

 

Topic: Role of civil services in a democracy. 

45. Despite intervention of the Supreme Court, police reforms in India haven’t taken place. 

Critically discuss challenges involved in bringing police reforms in India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The need for police reforms in India is long recognised. There has been almost three decades of discussion by 

government created committees and commissions. Way back in 1979 the National Police Commission (NPC) 

was set up to report on policing and give recommendations for reform. 

It was only a decade later in 2006 that the Court delivered its verdict. In what is popularly referred to as the 

Prakash Singh case the Supreme Court ordered that reform must take place. The states and union territories 

were directed to comply with seven binding directives that would kick start reform. 

THE SEVEN DIRECTIVES:- 

 Directive One Constitute a State Security Commission (SSC) to: (i) Ensure that the state government does 

not exercise unwarranted influence or pressure on the police (ii) Lay down broad policy guideline and (iii) 

Evaluate the performance of the state police 

 Directive Two Ensure that the DGP is appointed through merit based transparent process and secure a 

minimum tenure of two years 

 Directive Three Ensure that other police officers on operational duties (including Superintendents of 

Police in-charge of a district and Station House Officers in-charge of a police station) are also provided a 

minimum tenure of two years 

 Directive Four Separate the investigation and law and order functions of the police 

 Directive Five Set up a Police Establishment Board (PEB) to decide transfers, postings, promotions and 

other service related matters of police officers of and below the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police 

and make recommendations on postings and transfers above the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police 

 Directive Six Set up a Police Complaints Authority (PCA) at state level to inquire into public complaints 

against police officers of and above the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police in cases of serious 

misconduct, including custodial death, grievous hurt, or rape in police custody and at district levels to 
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inquire into public complaints against the police personnel below the rank of Deputy Superintendent of 

Police in cases of serious misconduct 

 Directive Seven Set up a National Security Commission (NSC) at the union level to prepare a panel for 

selection and placement of Chiefs of the Central Police Organisations (CPO) with a minimum tenure of 

two years. 

 But there are some challenges in realizing this goal, which include: Historical – The colonial and archaic 

laws that govern the police. 

 Police is State subject: Since it is a state subject, any intervention form centre or SC would require multiple 

consultation which is time consuming. 

 Lack of political will: The police – politician nexus is so much deep-rooted that states are reluctant to 

implement any of the directions. The reforms have been resisted not only by politicians but also some 

officers. 

 No Public Pressure: Police reforms have been unappealing to general public on pretext of callousness by 

police towards common man’s simple & legitimate requests. 

 Cold Response from Centre: Instead of directing the states to comply to SC directions, the Centre directed 

states to implement some recommendations of 2nd ARC. 

 Technological problems : Lack of Technology and absence of modern weaponry. 

 Numbers: The global average ratio of police-population is 270 to 100,000, where it’s 120 in India. With 

far less police – ill trained, ill-equipped and most of them are posted to protect the politicians, people of 

India are the least secure (most vulnerable) people in the world. 

Conclusion:- 

Thus, Implementing the SC directive would help to bring in much needed Police reforms. Also, PM, at the 

Guwahati Conference of the Directors General of Police on November 30, 2014, enunciated the concept of 

SMART Police – a police which should be sensitive, mobile, alert, reliable and techno-savvy in this 

Contemporary World. 

 

46. What are the loopholes found in effective police administration in many states in India, 

especially in large states such as Uttar Pradesh? How can these loopholes be plugged and by 

whom? Critically discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The British, after the 1857 revolt wanted to establish a police force that would suit the purpose of crushing 

dissent and any movement for self government. This Police Act continues to this day in most states of India 

despite far reaching changes in governance and India’s transition from being a colonised nation to a sovereign 

republic. 

Police reforms have been long-awaited as law and order conditions are still governed by colonial laws like 

Police Act , 1861. It has hampered police administration’s efficiency in many states especially UP , which near 

tops in most of the crime lists. 

Loopholes – 

(a)  Numeral Strength: lack of man power and staff as vacancies are not filled time to time. 

(b) Recruitment process : written exams often dispensed for lower echelon and plagued by corruption and 

bureaucratic and political hindrance. 
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(c) Police station are centers of organised distortion and ill-treatment which distorts the morale of public for 

grievance redressal. 

(d) Operational Autonomy : seldom they get and in much cases often have to look up the political machinery 

resulting in the tardiness and delay in response. Caste politics further leads to unfair treatment and affects 

quality of policing. 

(e) ICT : lower coverage of CCTV surveillance cameras hinders their efficiency. 

(f) Patrolling : often done in casual manner. Instead follow smart city grid approach with regular visit in critical 

areas. 

(g) Security of Tenure of DG/IG – at the pleasure of the Chief Minister. 

Closing loopholes – 

[As recommended by ‘Soli Sorabjee committee’ or ‘Prakash Singh vs union of India case’ ] 

1. Establishing State Security Commission as a watchdog with members from Government, Judiciary and 

Civil society. 

2. A Police Establishment Board to deal with Transfers and Promotions. 

3. Legislations to ensure state Govt. doesn’t exercise unwarranted influence or interfere in police duties. 

4. Fixed tenure for DGP and Field Officers of 2 years which ensure effective functioning. 

5. Need for separation of Investigation and law and order units. 

6. Transparent recruitment policy, Increasing strength and increase Accountability.  

CONCLUSION – 

Any new formulation of policing in India today, must ensure that the police have functional autonomy 

combined with high performance and strong mechanisms of accountability. Insulating the police from 

illegitimate political control while retaining executive oversight has to be a singular objective. 

 

Topic: Pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the 

Polity; Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

47. It is argued that political funding is the nodal centre of unaccounted and illicit money transfers, 

and is the primary cause of corruption of the body politic. Do you agree? Discuss short term 

and long term solutions to address this problem. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Indian body politic is plagued by the corruption problem. Political funding is one of the key node of 

unaccounted black money generation and utilization. This is because of following reasons – 

 Political funding is being seen as an area of dumping the unaccounted money with some possible future 

gains if the funded party comes to power subsequently. The vested interest involved in it in a way result 

into corruption. 

 The identity in political funding is hidden hence it becomes a favorable destination for hawala route, 

black money and tax evasions etc 

 Various legal provisions:-Sec 13 A of IT Act provides exemptions to Political Parties due to which there 

accounts are outside scrutiny. 
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Sec 29 of RPA Act and recent Budget caps minimum Rs 2000 contributions through unaccounted means 

however there is no cap on the number of voluntary donations. 69% donations have been coming 

through this route which was earlier Rs 20,000 

 The criminalization of politics have also promoted the corruption problem to grow in the country. It is 

mostly practiced by Government officials and politicians who lead to the accumulation of black money 

which in turn spoils the moral of the people. CBI has registered over 1,450 cases of alleged corruption 

during the years 2010, 2011 and 2012 (till March 31, 2012), it has registered 1,451 cases under the 

prevention of Corruption Act, 1988. 

 The very process of election has become corrupt in India. the proceeds of corruption worms its way into 

funding election campaigns. So much so, that the National Commission to Review the Working of the 

Constitution, 2001 noted that “electoral compulsions for funds become the foundation of the whole 

superstructure of corruption”. 

SHORT TERM MEASURES:- 

 Capping of the amount spent per election per candidate and strictly adhering to the limits with punitive 

measures for its violations and vigilant watch by Election commission 

 Promoting the digital donations, online discloser of names of doners and accounts of political party. 

 Effective law formulation to check the chrony capitalism. 

 Keeping a watch and constantly derecognizing the fake political parties who collect the donations with 

help of loopholes in existing laws, rules. 

 Increasing public awareness and corruption literacy measures in them to help them to act as a watchdogs. 

LONG TERM SOLUTIONS:- 

 State funding of elections as suggested by A P Shah commission report 

 Bringing political parties under the RTI act 

 Aiming at 100% digital transactions by political party in funding, donations etc 

 Simultaneous holding of elections if feasible in order to reduce the possible amount of money spent in 

election. 

 Formulating a law to regulate the lobbying done in foreign and corporate contribution in politics. 

 Encouraging the internal party democracy by strengthening the rules and regulations regarding political 

funding. 

 More teeth to ECI in intiating and punishing electoral offence(mainly money power) complimented by 

stringent implementation of MCC and RPI act ex EC wants to insert section 53B in MCC to deal with money 

power in elections along with muscle power. 

 Breaking the pattern of patronage system of funding- elected MLA try to seek ministerial portfolio and 

thus try to lure the high command authority with various offers or incentives. 

 

48. What is a pressure group? Analyse their role in development. (200 Words) 

Laxmikanth, Political Dynamics – Pressure Groups 

A pressure group refers to any organized group that has members with common interests and these members 

making joint efforts to pressurize or influence the formal political system to protect and pursue their interests. 

They can also be described as ‘interest groups’, ‘lobby groups’ or ‘protest groups’. 
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Pressure groups are such organizations who influence public and policy matters of government for a particular 

cause. These interests can be in general public matters of importance or vested interests of any particular 

group. Generally they adopt approaches like propagandizing, electioneering, lobbying , persuasion, debate, 

correspondence etc. 

Pressure groups do not participate in general elections and neither do they form any party. There are plethora 

of such groups in India which have contributed immensely in raising their voice for development of nation. eg. 

AITUC, IMA, Kisan Sangh etc  

Although there is no explicit provision in the Constitution regarding Pressure Groups, yet they exist because 

of Article 19, which gives citizens the right to form associations and unions. 

Some Types of PG in India – 

1. Business and Industry, Professional Pressure Groups – ASSOCHAM, SIAM, FICCI, Trade Unions 

2. Peasants Pressure Groups – AIKS, Bhartiya Kisan Sangh 

3. Student’s Pressure Groups – AISF, ABVP, JNUSU 

4. Community associations – VHP, LGBT rights movement, Jat committee, etc. 

5. Linguistic groups – Tamil Sangh, Hindi Vikas Mandal 

Role in development –  

1. REPRESENTATION AND VOICE – Providing mouthpiece for groups and interests that are not adequately 

represented through the electoral process or by political parties thus striving for equality and justice . Role in 

Strengthening democracy through promotion of representation and participation of people and Promotion of 

debate, discussion, criticism. 

Eg – Enable Tribals, minority groups, SC/ST, differently abled people, LGBTQ and women to voice their 

opinions. 

2. EDUCATION – Many PG devote significant resources to carry out research, commenting on Govt. policy, 

information dissemination, facilitate collaboration between academicians and industrialists 

Eg- ASSOCHAM research on boosting agri-processing 

3. POLICY FORMULATION – Provides vital source of information, advice and criticism to the governments and 

are regularly consulted in policy decisions.  

Eg- SIAM lobbying for less tax on automobile, and rate cuts by RBI; Trade unions for rebates in export 

duties 

4. DIRECT ACTION – Can organize strikes, blockades through effective mobilizing of people  

Eg- Anna Hazare’s Anti-Corruption movement, Jat-stir for reservation . 

5. GOVERNANCE – Increase transparency and accountability of Govt. to public and adoption of effective moral 

standards. Role in Checking authoritarianism. 

Eg- Dasra foundation for improving Governance structure, Transparency International India 

6. ECONOMY – Help in development of all sectors 

Eg- Peasants PG lobby for policies to improve agri, while businesses for secondary and higher sectors. 

7. BALANCES DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION – Narmada Bachao Andolan 
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CRITICISM – 

1. there is debate regarding indirect major influence exerted by PG, given the fact that they do not represent 

electoral politics – which may result into divisive policies, favoritism etc. Ex. Political , Communal Pressure 

groups having divisive agenda to benefit themselves. 

2. Unaccountable, Lack of transparency, no statutory mechanism for regulating them. 

3. Irrational demands, mass extortion , mob pressurization. 

4. Vested goals – ex- Acting as agents of MNC’s or any Country to promote their interest i.e Allegations that 

NGO protesting against Kudankulam project (Russian collaboration ) getting support from USA , Human 

rights organizations demanding labor law reforms etc. 

5. Lobbying industry in India is also unregulated and informal unlike US, which results into bribery, 

corruption etc. Thus, passing of Disclosure of Lobbying Activities Bill, 2013 (DLA Bill) holds much 

significance to organize activities of PG in India. 

CONCLUSION – 

In today’s Participative, Democratic, Sustainable development agenda, role of pressure groups should be for 

the welfare and benefit of people. It should help in formulating, implementing welfare and just policies and 

should not act as an obstacle to development. Concerns should be raised and resolved through the democratic 

ways. 

 

49. Why is there a need for electoral reforms in India? Discuss measures already taken to bring 

reforms in electoral politics. (200 Words) 

Laxmikanth, Political Dynamics – Pressure Groups 

India is the largest Democracy in the World. Democracy can function successfully only when the elections 

are free and fair and not manipulated and rigged. 

Electoral reforms refer to the initiatives undertaken with an objective to strengthen the electoral processes. 

They are necessary due to the dynamism displayed in the politics of India. Bringing about reforms from time 

to time is necessary in order to establish India as a DEMOCRATIC republic as outlined in the preamble and 

other constitutional principles. 

Need for electoral reforms  

1. Criminalization of politics: 30% of LS and 17% of RS MPs have criminal background. (ADR+NEW report for 

data since 2004) 

2. Money and muscle power still influencing election outcomes. 

3. Electoral participation is only 66% in 16th LS elections. So, there is need to increase electoral 

participation. 

4. Women constitute only 11.3% in the 16th LS. 

5. Role of EC – more Powers should be awarded. Appointments to EC need to be more transparent. 

6. Political funding – Highly non-transparent and corruption prone zone. 

7. victimization of voters – through booth and constituency profiling. 
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Electoral reforms so far undertaken are summarised below:  

1. Election Commission of India was constituted as an independent institution under Art 324 for 

superintendence, direction and conduct of elections. 

Later number of Commissioners were increased to 3.  

2. RPA, 1951 was passed with statutory provisions for fair elections. 

3. Due to increasing instances of booth capturing in 1960s, Section 58A of the RPA was introduced to 

empower ECI to adjourn or cancel elections on the ground of booth-capturing.  

4. Lowering the Voting age to 18 years done by 61st Constitutional Amendment Act,1988 to encourage 

youth to participate in democracy.  

5. Anti Defection law was passed to curb evil of political defections. 

6. Increase in Security deposits to keep a check on non serious candidates. 

7. Introduction of Electronic Voting Machines in 2008.  

8. Restriction on exit polls and opinion polls as prescribed by ECI.  

9. Introduction of Model Code of Conduct and Expenditure Control Mechanism. Compulsory declaration of 

income and criminal record by candidates. 

10. NOTA option since 2013 enabling the elector to register his disinterest in any candidate. 

11. Introduction of VVPATs to prevent rigging of EVMs. Introduction of SVEEP during elections. 

12. Electoral Bonds, ceiling of rs. 2,000 on the amount of cash donation per person as announced in Budget 

2017. 

However, there is a need of more innovative reforms to ensure – internal democracy, financial accountability 

in parties. A slew of reforms like use of vote- totaliser machines to protect voters privacy, simultaneous 

elections, penal provisions for compliance of Sec 29C, statutory backing to MCC , bringing political parties in 

RTI ambit, further increasing transparency in pol-funding , measures to increase political participation, etc. are 

needed for a strengthening our democracy. 

 

50. Write a critical note on party and election financing in India and suggest reforms. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Elections are lifeblood of Democracy and thus form the most crucial component of overall sociopolitical setup 

of country. The electoral reforms in India are much discussed topic and Financing electoral system has been a 

very important part of overall reforms. The corrupt nature of electoral system has kept the best talent of this 

country away from political career. 

The Supreme Court also has emphasized the influence of money power in its various judgments such as 

KanwarLal Gupta v Amar Nath Chawla, 1975 and Ashok Shankarrao Chavan v Madhavrao Kinhalkar, 2014. 

The recent decision taken in Economic survey of India to bring down the contribution to political parties from 

unknown source to 2000 inr is a positive step towards herculean task ahead. 

The election financing in India has following peculiar characters- 

 No different consideration is given to party funding and electoral funding. One has to understand that 

the election time funding is far higher than party funding. 
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 The regulation of election financing is done by multiple authorities through various laws such as 

Representation of Peoples Act, Income Tax act, FCRA etc. There is lack of transparency and accountability 

by political parties in Electoral financing despite of multiple regulatory structure in existence. 

 Some regulations cover parties while other covers individual candidates. This creates loopholes in the 

overall system to invade the prescribed limits on financing. 

Eg: regulation under Section 77 of the RoPA only covers individual “candidates”, and not on political parties. 

 The decision to legalize corporate funding to political parties in 1985 was taken late. The authorization of 

corporate contribution requires a resolution to be passed to such effect at the meeting of the Board of 

Directors under Section 182(1) of the Companies Act, 2013. The empowerment of a small group to decide 

how to use the funds of a company for political purposes, instead of involving the vast numbers of 

shareholders (being the actual owners of the company) has also been widely criticized. 

 Recent amendment to FCRA allows political parties to receive contributions from foreign companies, 

there by leaving a scope of external influences. The ban on foreign contributions is no longer in place 

after the 2016 amendment of FCRA via Finance Act 2016. 

 Lobbying gives undue importance to big donors and certain interest groups at the expense of the ordinary 

citizen and violates what the Supreme Court terms, “the right of equal participation [of each citizen in 

the polity]”as pronounced in the KanwarLal Gupta v Amar Nath Chawla, 1975. 

The suggested reforms to bring transparency can be as below: 

 Bringing political parties under right to Information can empower the civil society to keep check on illicit 

money entering into political setup in general and election process in particular. 

 There is need to put limit on contribution accepted and money spent by both political parties and 

candidates. A significant source of political donations is through corporate funding, which is explicitly 

permitted under Section 182(1) of the Companies Act of 2013, dealing with prohibitions and restrictions 

regarding political contributions to political parties. 

 There is need to establish a culture of small individual donations to political parties by citizen of the 

country through the use of Digital payment mode. Donations made by American citizenry for Obamas’ 

electoral campaign provides a good example of this kind of mode. 

 The disqualification of a candidate for a failure to lodge an account of election expenses and contributions 

reports under section 77 and proposed 77A should be extended from the current three years period up 

to a five year period, so that a defaulting candidate may be ineligible to contest at least the next elections. 

 RoPA should be amended dealing with the “Regulation of Electoral Trusts”, and detailing provisions 

pertaining to their entitlement to accept contributions, disclosure obligations, and penal provisions (apart 

from losing income tax exemptions) in line with the changes already made to the IT Act and the ECI 

guidelines on “Electoral Trust Companies” of 2013. 

 Partial State Funding of Elections: A system of complete state funding of elections or matching grants 

may not be feasible, given the current conditions of the country. Instead, the existing system of indirect 

in-kind subsidies, with section 78B of the RPA being possibly amended in the future to expand these 

subsidies. 

 Political parties should compulsorily maintain and submit annual audited accounts. There should be 

additional Disclosure provisions governing political parties. 

 Recently launched electoral bonds are welcome step. The scheme has to be provided with incentives to 

attract people participation. 
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 There is need to empower Election Commission of India under article 324 rather than enacting multiple 

legislation and provisions. Election commission of India must be empowered to cancel the elections or 

declare them null and void if it finds involvement of unaccounted money into the process. Further, a new 

provision should be inserted requiring the district election officer to make publicly available, on his 

website for public inspection on payment of prescribed fee, the expenditure reports submitted by every 

contesting candidate under section 78. 

Conclusion- 

Reforms in the financial contribution can change the face of overall corrupt electoral process to large extent. 

The above mentioned reforms have to be accompanied by other reforms such as establishment of internal 

democracy in political parties, training for political cadre etc. 

 

51. The data suggest that the drug abuse problem in Punjab is highest in India. Critically examine 

its causes. Also comment on the role of political parties in combating drug problem in Punjab. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The Punjab Opioid Dependence Survey, which was conducted between February and April 2015, found that 

230,000 people in the state were drug users. 

CAUSES OF DRUG ABUSE:- 

 Steady supply of drugs from across the border:- 

Heroin smuggled is in from Afghanistan and Punjab 

is a part of the transit route for drugs. This fact is 

evidenced by frequent seizures of illegal drugs by 

the authorities.The policy of ISI to bleed India into 

thousand cuts is well established today and drug 

supply is one of the tool. 

 Unemployment, Youth frustration:-Punjab is 

becoming victim of its own successes. The riches 

brought by green revolution are being wasted in 

some wrong ways. On other hands the youth of Punjab has freaked out onto some wrong means to vent 

out their frustration. The changing economic situation and the lack of employment opportunities have 

led to situations of unrest, for instance, in the form of campaigns for reservation in government jobs. 

 Punjabi cultural issues :- Punjabi culture for heavy drinking and partying as well as the habit of landowners 

supplying raw opium to farm laborers to encourage them to work harder, that has contributed to the 

problem. Most rural households in the state are thought to have one addict. 

 There is a nexus between Politicians-Religious Deras-Trade cartels. That makes it difficult to destroy 

 History of Khalistan movement- like any other terrorist organizations, even Khalistan relied on illicit trade 

of drugs for their funding. 

 Administrative fallouts:- There is Lack of proper enforcement of anti-abuse laws by the law enforcement 

authorities. Also the laxity in rules and regulations inspite of Punjab being a border states is noticeable. 

 Inefficiency of rehabilitation centres:-Some of the rehabilitation centres in Punjab are becoming another 

centres of spreading the drug menance instead of curbing it. 
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Ruling Government continues to live in a state of denial, even when the names of many of their top leaders 

have appeared for running the drug nexus. Other political parties also highlighted the issue with full vigour at 

the time of recent elections but could not reap the benefits. Some stern measures should be taken and are as 

follows:- 

1) Effective affordable rehabilitation centers, focus on high-prevalence drug groups such as sex workers, 

transportation workers and street children, 

2) Redressal of the unemployment situation. 

3) A zero-tolerance policy towards drug cartels, syndicates and peddlers. 

4) Try to break the nexus between the Politicians-Religious Deras with Drug traders by involving civil society, 

local public and enforcement of strict laws. 

Conclusion:- 

According to the latest report by the Narcotics Control Bureau, Punjab alone has registered 50 percent of the 

total drug-related cases in the country. It is acting as a energy drainer on Indian states. If all the stakeholders 

rise up to combating the problem in a determined manner, a change is certain to take place. 

 

52. Critically comment on the recent measures taken to improve transparency in electoral funding. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Our thriving democracy is based on the bedrock of elections and hence for proper functioning of the 

democracy free and fair election is a must. A report from the Association of Democratic Reforms (ADR) shows 

that 75% of the sources of funding for political parties are unknown which further become one of the major 

cause of corruption. 

Recent measures taken to improve transparency in electoral funding: 

1. Capping of single-source cash donations to 2000 rupees would lead to lesser donation in cash. 

2. Allowing political parties to receive donations through cheques and digital means enhance transparency. 

3. Issue of electoral bonds by notified banks can be redeemed by recognised political parties within a 

prescribed time limit to ensure anonymity in funding. 

4. Asking political parties to file their income tax returns in time would lead to income disclosures. 

Concerns: 

1) The cash received by recipient party doesn’t have any ceiling limit. Either for the donor, that can perhaps 

donate cash multiple times to the party of choice or for the party that can receive infinite money in cash 

without any proof of donor that may lead more invisible payments. 

2) Electoral bond perhaps give the party accounted money as donor have to channel it via bank but here 

nobody, even income tax authorities, except donor and receiving political party, can know the donor and will 

get full tax exemption which may lead white corruption and unbeatable shadow. 

3) Maximum cash donation limit stays untouched: The Rs.2000 limit of cash donation can still be exploited by 

donors to break their donations into multiple cash donations of Rs.2000 which won’t bring any change. 

4) No mention about RTI Act: Despite the order of CIC, political parties have refused to come under the ambit 

of RTI Act and the recent budget made no announcements/punitive measures/institutional measures to bring 

political parties under the purview of RTI Act. 
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Way Ahead : 

1) If the country is moving towards digitization, even the Rs.2000 which can be paid in cash to the political 

parties should be paid online. 

2) Donating to a National Electoral Fund and the details of the donors will be kept secret. 

3) There are many political parties at present which do not file the return every year. So, all the transactions 

and accounts being done and used by political parties are regulated under a piece of legislation. 

4) Bringing political parties under RTI. 

 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 

53. Discuss the significance of recent developments in  India-China cooperation on Afghanistan. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Recently China initiated the special talks by inviting Indian officials who deals with Afghanistan and proposed 

a “joint development project” for the revival of Afghanistan’s economy and polity.  In Afghanistan, where both 

China and India see potential for investment and share concerns over the rise of radicalism and terrorism, 

there are many avenues for cooperation.  

Significance of the recent developments- 

 The talks between India and China may result into thaw between two countries which have seen rise in 

tension in 2016 over the issues like blocking India’s bid to NSG, vetoing the resolution of declaring 

Masood Azhar as international terrorist etc. 

 The talks may open the way for negotiations on boundary disputes, India’s NSG bid, problem of trade 

deficit etc. 

 The talks encourage the conclusion that China is unwilling to have its options cramped by Pakistan’s 

reservations about India’s role in Afghanistan. 

 The Ministry of External Affairs says there was broad agreement on trade and economic ties, with Chinese 

officials reportedly praising India’s measures to welcome investment and facilitate visas for closer 

business ties. It may further boost the prospects of trade and commerce between both countries and 

reduce the concerns of India about anti-dumping issues. 

 In the recent time Asia has witnessed regional rivalry between India and China with other nations 

supporting one either two. The coming together of two great Asiatic powers will surely benefit whole 

region in diffusing the regional tension. 

 The cooperation between India and China would work in favor of war torn Afghanistan in bringing peace 

and stability. And prevent another nation into getting trapped into Syria like situation. 

Some concerns- 

While there are efforts being done for cooperation between the two nations, there are still some concerns 

which obstruct this process. 

 India is wary of China’s CPEC project which runs through Pak occupied Kashmir. India has protested 

against this project that challenges its sovereignty. 
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 China has been vocal for any activity of Tibetian spiritual leader Dalai Lama and it has recently protested 

against Dalai Lama’s visit to Arunachal Pradesh. 

 China is still reluctant to compromise on border issues and come to equal terms to India. 

 India is worried about aggressive entry of China into Indian ocean through projects like Gwadar port, 

Chittagong etc. 

Conclusion- 

The recent talks between India and China needs to be evolved and sustained for any strong outcomes. It would 

be too early to conclude any significant results out of single talks. 

 

54. “Afghanistan has again emerged as a platform providing new possibilities on the India-China 

cooperation front.” Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

Recently China invited Indian officials to hold talks on the prospects of stability and mutual cooperation in 

fighting against terrorism in Afghanistan. In the wake of removal of NATO forces this move is seen as 

important phase in improving relations between India and China. 

Why China is seeking India’s support in Afghanistan- 

 This development comes against a backdrop of the growing threat of the Islamic State (IS) to China. The 

IS has released a video of Chinese Uighur Muslims vowing to return home and “shed blood like rivers”. 

This has caused uneasiness in China which is determined to prevent the spread of Islamic fundamentalism 

in Xinxiang region. 

 It is worried about the spillover effect of continuing instability in Afghanistan. The impact of Afghanistan’s 

destabilization will be felt in Xinjiang where the East Turkistan Islamic Movement is active. 

 Moreover, China’s mega investment plans in Pakistan are predicated on a measure of regional stability. 

China is considered to invest 45 billion dollar in China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. Also stability in 

Xinxiang region and in Afghanistan is very vital for success of China’s One Belt One Road initiative. 

 With the Donald Trump administration yet to clarify its position on Afghanistan, and with it looking 

unlikely to add more American troops to the depleting reserves of Western forces in the country, it is not 

surprising that China is keen to engage India, the one country that has built a reservoir of goodwill in 

Afghanistan and has demonstrated some ability to deliver concrete results on the ground. 

Benefits of joint action in Afghanistan by India and China- 

 Recent talks between India and China holds greater significance. The previous year had seen rise in 

tensions between India and China due to incidences like blocking India’s entry into NSG, putting hold on 

inclusion of Masood Azhar in global terrorist’s list etc. Also India and China witnessed tensions over 

border issues. However recent talks are seen as outlet to this increase in tensions. Moreover these talks 

can enhance the ties between two countries. 

 Instable Afghanistan is cause of concern not only to Xinxiang province but also to Kashmir. Both regions 

are witnessing rise in the Islamic fundamentalism due to rise in ISIS. 

 Both India and China have their strategic interests in bringing stability in Afghanistan. India has built road 

connectivity from Chabahar port in Iran to interiors of Afghanistan. It gives India much needed access to 
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resource rich but land-locked central Asia bypassing Pakistan. Similarly for China Afghanistan is vital link 

for the One Belt One Road project. 

 Pakistan has remains perpetual clog in improving relations between the two Asian giants. The initiative 

taken by China seeking India’s cooperation in Afghanistan may dwarf the Pakistan’s effort to keep India 

away from Afghanistan.     

But there remain some fundamental divergences in Sino-Indian positions on Afghanistan and broader 

counter-terrorism postures.  

 For China, Pakistan is an important asset in its South Asia policy and an all-weather friend. China 

continued to emphasize that its relationship with Pakistan was far more important than a regional 

approach on terrorism with India. 

 According to Indian foreign secretary, China still holds the view that there exists some element in Taliban 

which are ready to work with international community and they can be differentiated from the extreme 

elements Taliban. However India has always opposed such differentiation of Taliban. 

 China’s intention to fight terrorism however good, are not accompanied by concrete actions. In fact some 

of the China’s steps like putting hold on inclusion of JeM chief Masood Azhar in UN’s list of global terrorist 

have given regressive indications. 

Conclusion- 

Cooperation between India and China is required not only for the stability in Afghanistan but for the diffusing 

tension in whole of Asia. Afghanistan is perfect opportunity to settle the internal differences and to work 

towards peaceful and prosperous Asia. 

 

55. What ordeals did Indian immigrants face in the US during early twentieth century? Critically 

examine causes of the discrimination being faced by Indian diaspora in the US at present. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The recent government change in United States and the policy of protectionism has made people to look into 

the history in Indian immigrants to USA.one can draw a peculiar pattern and repeated act of discrimination 

towards migrants from long time by leading country who promotes the philosophy of globalization. During 

early twentieth century, Indian immigrants faces severe discrimination on the basis of race , lifestyle , 

economic status , professional choices etc. 

Labor issues: 

The early discrimination and violence happened against 

Indian immigrants due to fear of cheap labour from Asia. 

Such incidences happened mostly in cities such as 

Washington DC. 

Racial theories: 

The debate over Aryan race and caucus race of both 

American and Indians has led to the US court decision on 

this matter. Indian workers though accepted as a distant 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/06/8-ordeals-indian-immigrants-face-us-early-twentieth-century-critically-examine-causes-discrimination-faced-indian-diaspora-us-present/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/06/8-ordeals-indian-immigrants-face-us-early-twentieth-century-critically-examine-causes-discrimination-faced-indian-diaspora-us-present/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/06/8-ordeals-indian-immigrants-face-us-early-twentieth-century-critically-examine-causes-discrimination-faced-indian-diaspora-us-present/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/indiscriminate-discrimination/article17414687.ece


© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 79 www.insightsonindia.com 

brothers of Americans racially, the intermarriages with Dravidians was sighted as a reason for impurity of 

Indian race. 

Political reasons: 

 Efforts to prevent mobilizing of too many Indians at single place and forceful evacuation of Indians through 

vigilantism (Asiatic Exclusion League), striping of citizenships (acquired through naturalization) by Govt., 

imposing travel bans and providing meager representation in politics are some of the early political reasons 

for inhumane treatment to Indian immigrants. 

Indians in USA: 

Today, Indian citizens are the top recipients of temporary high-skilled worker H-1B visas, accounting for 70 

percent of the 316,000 H-1B petitions. More than half of Indian immigrants in the United States obtain lawful 

permanent residence (also known as receiving a “green card”) through the employment-based preference. 

Compared to the overall foreign- and native-born populations, Indian immigrants are significantly higher 

educated, more likely to be employed, and have a higher household income. As of 2015, more than 2 million 

Indian-born immigrants resided in the United States, accounting for 4.7 percent of the 41.3 million foreign-

born populations. 

In contemporary scenario, following are the reasons for discrimination towards Indians 

1. Soft skill industry dominance: 

Indians has done excellent work in software industry and thus acquired a dominant position in many American 

multi-national companies. The bad stage of economic growth in USA has made American Citizens cautious 

about the jobs they are losing due to strong Indian hold on software industry. 

2. Mistaken Identity: 

Post 9/11 Sikhs became target as many Americans mistook them for Muslims, while attacks were carried out 

on Mosques and Gurudwaras. 

3. Racial theory: 

It is hard truth to accept that Indians are still seen as a lower race as compared to elite ‘white’ Americans. 

Racist propaganda theories state that Indians degraded themselves through slavery, casteism while Americans 

are the elites and face of progress and civilization of 21st century. 

4. Nature of Migration: 

United States of America is facing the problem of large number of illegal migration. The recent statement by 

President Donald Trump specifically targets illegal migrants and not the all migrated people to America. 

While every government has an obligation to protect the Rights and ensure the betterment of the people of 

their country, careful analysis and proper diplomatic channels are to be used to address the issues of 

immigrants rather than merely supporting the acts of discrimination by its people. 

 

56. Write a brief note on the  controversy over the Tawang area between India and China. Do you 

think China’s objections to India’s decision of allowing Dalai Lama’s visit to Tawang is justified? 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Livemint 
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Controversy over Tawang region- 

Background- 

Tawang was historically part of Tibet. The 1914 Simla 

Accord defined the McMahon Line as the new boundary 

between British India and Tibet. By this treaty Tibet 

relinquished several hundred square miles of its territory, 

including Tawang, to the British, but it was not 

recognized by China. However, the British did not take 

possession of Tawang and Tibet continued to administer 

and collect taxes in Tawang. When the British 

botanist Frank Kingdon-Ward crossed the Sela Pass and 

entered Tawang in 1935 without permission from Tibet, 

he was briefly arrested. This drew the attention of the British, who reexamined the Indo-Tibetan border and 

rediscovered that Tibet had ceded Tawang to British India. Tibet did not repudiate the Simla Accord and the 

McMahon Line but refused to surrender Tawang, partly because of the importance attached to the Tawang 

Monastery. In 1938 the British made a cautious move to assert sovereignty over Tawang by sending a small 

military column under Capt. G.S. Lightfoot to Tawang. 

After the outbreak of the war with Japan in 1941 the government of Assam undertook a number of ‘forward 

policy’ measures to tighten their hold on the North East Frontier Agency (NEFA) area, which later 

became Arunachal Pradesh. In 1944 administrative control was extended over the area of the Tawang tract 

lying South of the Sela Pass when J.P. Mills set up an Assam Rifles post at Dirang Dzong and sent the Tibetan 

tax-collectors packing. Tibetan protests were brushed aside. However, no steps were taken to evict the Tibetan 

from the area North of the pass which contained Tawang town. The situation continued after India’s 

independence 

Controversy- 

People’s Republic of China occupied Tibet in 1950 and thereby claimed control over Tawang region and 

Arunachal Pradesh. China neither accepts agreement of 1914 nor acknowledges MacMohan line drawn by 

British. Thus China claims Tawang as integral part of her Tibetian province. 

Indian government has repudiated this claim and has steadfastly maintained that Tawang and Arunachal 

Pradesh forms integral part of territory of India. India sights agreement between British and Tibet and handing 

of Tawang to India after independence. China is also annoyed with India granting refuge to Dalai Lama and 

Tibetian Buddhists which has fueled the controversy over Tawang. 

Is China’s objection over Dalai Lama’s visit is justified? 

China’s response to the news of visit of Dalai Lama was that “it is gravely concerned over the Indian 

government’s decision to allow the Dalai Lama to visit Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawang monastery in early April, 

and that it would seriously damage bilateral ties. From China’s point of view the step could be defended as it 

sees Dalai Lama as rebel against Chinese government and India as hostile neighbor that has given refuge to 

the rebel. 

However such claims are entirely misplaced and non-justified because- 

 The visit by Dalai Lama to Tawang monastery is religious and spiritual one and do not have any political 

angles as interpreted by China. India has already made clear that it would not allow Dalai Lama to carry 

out political activities. 
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 China seems to put entire weight of bilateral issues over single issues which is absurd and not in spirit of 

bilateral ties. 

 Although in exile, the Tibetian spiritual leader has basic human right to visit Buddhist religious places and 

preach his followers. 

 China sees India’s action of allowing Dalai Lama to visit Tawang area as provocation because China claims 

Tawang as their part. 

Conclusion- 

The protest by China to visit of Dalai Lama to Tawang has little substance in it. India continues to firm in its 

policy towards China’s aggression in claiming Arunachal Pradesh and any interference over its internal affairs. 

Protest over such politically insignificant issue would only strain the ties between two Asian giants. 

 

57. “Sustainable use of marine resources is at the heart of the India-Sri Lanka fishing problem.” 

Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The problem of regular violations of maritime boundaries by fishermen of both India and Sri Lanka, is a long 

standing one. Although they are unintentional in nature, but the respective countries do not fail to imprison 

such fishermen, fire at them and confiscate their boats, etc. 

Bordering states of India and Sri Lanka are mostly have fishing economy resources for their locals. Also, due 

to the common water bodies between both the nations ( Palk strait), it becomes zone of conflict for marine 

resources. 

LIMITED MARINE RESOURCES – 

1. Since tropical waters are not much known for fishing grounds due to high temperature, presence of 

pycnocline and warm current. Thus limited resources available. 

2. Also being middle income economy with large population undernourished, food rich in nutrition are 

highly required for both the nations.  

3. UNCLOS – Maritime borders between India and Sri Lanka are often crossed by fishermen in search of rich 

catch in absence of any alert mechanism , also Allegation that bottom trawling by Indians leads to over 

exploitation of fishing, contribute to the conflicts. 

The fishermen of two countries cross territorial waters to catch fish and other marine resources because of 

unavailability of fish and other marine resources in their area. So, if sustainable use is encouraged, then there 

will be no need to cross borders and no more conflicts. 

Such problem can be solved only by sustainable use of marine resources by both countries, which can be done 

as follows: 

1. Fishermen should be encouraged for deep sea fishing, which is unexploited. The problem is we don’t 

have technology. So, technology innovation or import is necessary. 

2. More inland water fishing could be encouraged. Increasing mangrove cover near the coastal areas which 

could increase the number of fishes near the coast itself. So fishermen need not go to the far waters. 

3. Meena Kumari committee recommendations must be followed: For fish, breeding ground is very 

important. Over-exploitation of resources hampering them. Important for sustainable fisheries. 
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4. Usage of deep water long line fishing, instead of bottom trawlers, will considerably reduce the adverse 

effect on marine ecosystem. 

5. Usage of semi-pelagic trawl system, as it is designed to operate at some distance above the bottom, the 

bottom impact of semi-pelagic trawl is significantly lower, making it an ecologically friendly gear, 

compared to bottom trawls. 

Alongwith such measures, short term measures like continuance of Joint Working Group (JWG) to resolve the 

present disputes and release of captured fishermen. Also, all fishermen should be provided with GPS 

devices,(ex. GPS based border alert system called MUKHOTA) so as to make them aware of the international 

maritime boundaries and avoid any unintentional maritime boundary violations in the future. 

The coast guards of both countries should establish a hotline for easier communication in times of such 

incidents and also meet regularly, to draft a protocol, which can be followed by both countries, which may 

help in expeditious resolution of all such disputes. 

CONCLUSION – 

The short-term measures lose their efficacy in the absence of any forward movement toward long-term 

solutions. Without arriving at a settlement on sustainable exploitation of the marine resources that would end 

the use of bottom trawlers from Tamil Nadu, India and Sri Lanka will not be able to ensure incident-free fishing 

in the strait. 

 

58. Discuss the humanitarian dimension of the fishermen issue between India and Sri Lanka. In 

your opinion,  what are the best available options that could help resolve this issue between 

two neighbours? (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The Palk straight has always been a bone of contention 

between India and Sri Lanka due to the issue of fishermen 

frequently crossing the maritime boundaries for bottom 

trawling fishing expeditions. 

Q) Why we often hear about arrest / shooting of Indian 

fishermen and not Sri Lankan? 

Though both Indian and Sri Lankan fishermen are known for 

entering into each other’s waters, yet the cases of arrest of 

Sri Lankan fishermen by Indian authorities are comparatively 

less. This is mainly because the Sri Lankan fishermen mostly 

fish in the high seas by using multi-day crafts. On the other 

hand, due to the dearth of multi-day fishing capability, Indian fishermen cannot shift their fishing effort from 

the Palk Bay area to the offshore areas of the Indian waters or way beyond the continental shelf. 

Q) How fishermen issue with Sri Lanka is different from those with Pakistan or Bangladesh? 

Wherever sovereign coasts are in proximity, straying of fishermen is normal. But the fishermen issue between 

India and Sri Lanka is different from other neighbors. This is because the coasts of both countries are too close 

and Territorial Maritime waters of each country in some areas strays into the other are if 12 nautical mile 

criteria is strictly applied 
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Q) Role of Katchatheevu island 

One of the major reasons complicating the issue is of Katchatheevu Island. India ceded the uninhabited island 

to its southern neighbor in 1974 under a conditional accord. In 2009, the Sri Lankan government declared 

Katchatheevu island as sacred land owing to a Catholic shrine’s presence on the piece of land. 

HUMANITARIAN SIDE OF THE ISSUE:- 

 Right to life- frequent arrests of Indian fishermen by Sri Lanka Navy and even at times killing them 

infringes upon their right to life. 

 Livelihood- It is in search of good catch that most fishermen stray off into Sri Lankan waters. Due to the 

dearth of multi-day fishing capability, Indian fishermen cannot shift their fishing effort from the Palk Bay 

area to the offshore areas of the Indian waters or way beyond the continental shelf. Therefore, Indian 

fishermen have no other option but to fish into the Sri Lankan waters. 

WAY FORWARD:- 

 There is a glaring need for institutionalization of fishing in Indian waters by the government of India so 

that alternative means of livelihood are provided.Blue economy is a rather ignored issue in India and that 

seems to have led to the current crisis. 

 The Ministry of Agriculture and the Department of Ocean Development are the nodal bodies responsible 

for giving technical assistance to states for the development of fisheries and blue economy. 

 Licensing:- Government recognized/registered or cooperatives of fishermen can institutionalize and 

govern organized fishing within a set framework. 

 Fishermen Board:-arranging frequent meetings between fishing communities of both countries could be 

explored 

 To avoid shooting incidents due to “mistaken identity”, ‘coordinated patrolling’ between marine forces 

of both countries can be considered. 

 As an additional safety measure, the Indian Navy’s proposal of fitting Global Positioning System (GPS) in 

every Indian fishing boat should be implemented. 

 Developing fish farming extensively in Indian waters would prevent its fishermen from venturing into 

other waters in search of a ‘big catch’. India can also consider leasing fishing blocks , especially those 

identified as ‘surplus total available catch’, from Sri Lanka. Through this, Sri Lanka could also earn much 

required foreign exchange. 

 Adequate fish population can be maintained in Palk Bay and Gulf of Mannar areas, so that most of the 

fishermen would not find the need to venture into other’s ‘territories’. 

 APJ Abdul Kalam once opined that this issue can be solved by giving right to fish in Palk Bay on alternate 

days for both nations. 

Conclusion:- 

The issue of fishermen straying in each other’s territorial waters has come as a potential irritant in the 

otherwise generally good bilateral relations between India and Sri Lanka. Solution from below’ has greater 

chances of success than a ‘solution imposed from above’ by the governments. The solution cannot be extra 

deployment of Navy and Coast Guard. The underlying cause needs to be addressed. Detentions of fishermen 

on both sides running for years seems unnecessary. Sri Lankan authorities reportedly feel that detentions have 

reduced poaching to a great extent but that has not reduced the intensity of the situation. Both countries need 

to put a stop to it for finding a peaceful amicable solution. As recently said by Bangladesh Prime Minister 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 84 www.insightsonindia.com 

Sheikh Hasina that the most important issue of South Asian region is poverty and it can be tackled with 

cooperation and sharing of scarce resources of region peacefully. 

  

59. Recently Pakistan launched, despite much opposition  by various groups,  conducting of its 

population census after a gap of 19 years. Why was there an opposition? Discuss the 

significance of this census for Pakistan and also for non-muslim communities living in Pakistan. 

(200 Words0 

The Hindu 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

Pakistan’s decision to launch a national census, after much delay, is a welcome step that would allow it to 

formulate realistic policies to address the challenges it faces. The Census in Pakistan, is a decennial census and 

a descriptive count of Pakistan’s population on Census Day, and of their dwellings, conducted and supervised 

by the Bureau of Statistics of the Ministry of Finance and Statistics. The 2017 Census in Pakistan marks the first 

census to take place in Pakistan since 1998. The next census is scheduled for 2027. 

It is not difficult to see why traditional political parties and ethnic leaders oppose the data-gathering. Since 

the last census was conducted in 1998 by the second Sharif government, Pakistan has undergone major 

changes. The opposition to census is on following grounds:- 

 Political parties in Sindh fear that many Sindhis in rural Sindh may not be counted as they don’t have 

NATIONAL IDENTITY CARD. 

 PUNJAB- where population growth is slowing down fears that Punjabis may lose CURRENT EDGE IN 

PAKISTAN POLITICS that they have now. 

 BALOCHISTAN- The local political groups argue that process be delayed till afghan refugees return. 

 SIKH COMMUNITY- has not been recognized as a distinct religious community and put under “OTHER” 

category. 

 AFGHAN REFUGEES have been excluded from the exercise by a ruling of Baloch high court. 

Significance of Census:- 

 The data are critical as key federal decisions such as resource allocation for provinces and delimitation of 

electoral constituencies are taken based on demographic numbers. 

 The census is not merely an exercise of counting heads.It provides information on key indicators such as 

population density, gender ratio, literacy rate, financial conditions and employment numbers.  

 As the 19-year-old census data are obsolete, it is crucial for the government to obtain an updated picture 

of the country’s socio-economic composition to make the right policy choices. 

 Residential mobility data can provide an understanding of spatial differences in socio-economic status 

and how these change over time. 

 National and regional population projections are also crucial to estimating the environmental impact of 

population growth, allocation of water resources, land use or other factors. 

 For the first time in this census, transgender persons will be counted separately and this is a historical 

move. 
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 It will give insights into urbanisation trends and can be very effectively used for devising law enforcement 

strategies, security infrastructure and better local governments. 

Conclusion:- 

Pakistan is going through a relatively stable phase, economically and politically. The Sharif government doesn’t 

face any existential challenge and is set to become the second elected government in Pakistan’s history to 

finish its full term next year. Economic growth has also picked up. This allows Mr. Sharif to take some risks for 

long-term reforms. He should stay the course towards working out a realistic reallocation of resources and 

parliamentary seats to the provinces based on the new census data.  All political parties should be prepared 

to let go and work with new ground realities. The provincial governments should participate in ensuring a 

credible consensus. They are now stakeholders. Blame game should be avoided at all costs. This census should 

be transparent and its data should be released immediately and be available to research communities to shun 

doubts and confusions. 

  

60. Compare and contrast China’s response to border problems with Nepal to India’s postures. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction:- 

Conflicts between the Nepali and Indian side over construction activities, and SSB interventions, are reported 

routinely. Nepal and India share an open border of around 1,750 km. Demographic similarities, marriages 

between the people of the two nations and the free movement of persons are, however, not without their 

problems. Comparison and contrast:- 

 When an ordinary citizen, Govinda  Gautam, 32, was allegedly shot and killed by an SSB personnel in 

Kanchanpur district. The Indian embassy in Kathmandu initially denied the incident, but retracted its 

statement after the National Security Adviser, Ajit Doval, expressed his regret in a telephonic 

conversation with the Nepali Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal. In contrast In June 1960, after a Nepali 

was killed by a Chinese security personnel in Mustang along the border with Tibet, China promptly 

apologised and also apparently paid compensation to the victim’s family. 

 Border disputes have remained unresolved for decades in at least 71 places, and worn-out border pillars 

are taking longer than planned to be replaced (two major areas, Susta and Kalapani).While The disputed 

Sino-Nepal territory is uninhabitable plus less People to People interaction means less spill over in 

internal matter contrary to Indian open borders. 

 In September 2015, Nepal suffered a nearly five-month-long blockade when India chose to endorse the 

demands of the Madhesis. China is taking advantages of such situations and China has been making 

increasing inroads into Nepal and of late, it has emerged as the biggest foreign direct investors in the 

country. 

 Even during Nepal Earthquake, Indian media is being criticised by Nepali citizens. In this perspective, 

China is more resolute in addressing issues in hands. 

Conclusion:- 

Nevertheless, two or three incidents may not change the strategic calculus in the region. It is time for India to 

address the Nepali social, economic and political concerns at least from china prism. Nepal is also a buffer for 

India to counter China’s aggression. More the stronger relations more the strategic weight to India in South 

Asia. It is also very easy to address Nepali concerns than dealing with Pakistan-China axis. 
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Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests 

61. Recently a Taiwanese delegation which included three parliamentarians among others visited 

India in February 2017. How did China react to this and what was India’s response to China’s 

reaction? Also comment on significance of India’s growing proximity to Taiwan. (200 Words) 

IDSA 

Introduction:- 

The bilateral relations between India and Taiwan have improved since the 1990s despite both nations not 

maintaining official diplomatic relations. India recognises only the People’s Republic of China (in mainland 

China) and not the Republic of China’s claims of being the legitimate government of Mainland China, Hong 

Kong, and Macau – a conflict that emerged after the Chinese Civil War (1945–49). However, India’s economic 

& Commercial links as well as people-to-people contacts with Taiwan have expanded in recent years. 

However the chinese are driven by the One China principle that insists both Taiwan and mainland China are 

inalienable parts of a single “China”. 

The recent Taiwanese delegation visit by three parliamentarians to India resulted in sharp reaction by chinese 

authorities. China pointed out that it hopes that India respect the one china principle. Such reaction by Peoples 

Republic of China is unprecented. 

Significance of India’s proximity towards Taiwan 

Positive 

1) This may act as our counter to China-Pakistan friendship. 

2) As a sovereign country we have the right to make certain decisions and maintain relations benefiting us. 

3) China remain as a hurdle in securing our NSG membership, banning Masood Azhar of Jaish-e-mohammad 

in UNSC. Our relation with Taiwan can be used as an hostage to achieve such needs. 

4) Apart from this Taiwan’s rapid industrialization(called Taiwan’s miracle),High skilled labor, high HDI offers 

us a lot of learnings in terms of effective social, economic and developmental models. 

5) In the present world scenario of protectionism such relation and good will between countries should be 

encouraged as a wave for globalization against protectionism. 

6) Delegation head shown interest to invest in India’s Make in India Progg and Smart City initiative . 

7) New southbound policy of Taiwan government focuses not only on people to people contact but on raising 

the level of ties with ASEAN, India, Australia and New Zealand. 

8) India Signed two MOU – Air Services Agreement and MOU for agriculture and Allied Sector Cooperation  

Negatives 

1) China may become aggressive and this may put the peace of the region into question. 

2) Our act may bolster US where the US president already commented against “one china policy” this will 

disturb world peace. 
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62. Russia’s decision to side with the Taliban and Islamabad has fundamentally changed the peace 

building efforts in Afghanistan. Examine why it has sided with Taliban and Pakistan, and what 

implications will it have on India. (200 Words) 

IDSA 

Introduction:- 

Russian intervention in matters of Afghanistan is not a new issue. Recently for the second time in the last few 

months, Russia hosted a Conference on Afghanistan in Moscow on February 15, 2017, this time with an 

expanded representation of six countries – Russia itself, Iran, China, India, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

In fact, the reasons for this kind of change in Russia’s approach, are as follows: 

1. The belief that Pakistan is responsible for the exercising of ultimate control over the Taliban. 

2. The growing vacuum in Afghanistan due to the withdrawal of USA from the politics of the region, has made 

Russia think about acquiring the strategic opportunity available at the earliest. 

3. Its own plans concerning investment, and exploitation of the resources in Afghanistan might have made it 

change its approach. 

4. Russia might actually be desiring a consensus solution with regard to Afghanistan, which it feels should be 

acceptable to all the stakeholders in the region.                                                                       

5. Russia fears that there may be rise of Islamic State forces in war torn Afganistan. 

6. Russia wants to exclude the USA from the peace building process. 

At the same time, the implications of this changed approach by Russia, on India, are: 

1. Pakistan might be further emboldened to stand up to Indian influence in Afghanistan.  

2. The Taliban, supported by the Pakistan, can potentially derail any developmental plans India has with 

respect to the region. 

3. With China fully supporting Pakistan in its strategic policy moves, India might be constrained to push back, 

and protect its existing interests and ventures in Afghanistan, in a more pro-active manner. 

Conclusion:- 

The changed policy of Russia might look like a pragmatic move, in the context of an embattled Afghanistan, 

that is in desperate need of peace. but the cost that certain regional powers, such as India, might have to bear 

in return for this, might actually prove to be counter-productive for Afghanistan, in the long-run. 

 

63. Critically comment on the progress of reconciliation efforts by the Sri Lankan government 

towards Sri Lankan Tamilians. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Sri Lankan Civil War 

The Sri Lankan Civil War was an armed conflict fought on the island of Sri Lanka. Beginning on 23 July 1983, 

there was an intermittent insurgency against the government by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (the 

LTTE, also known as the Tamil Tigers), which fought to create an independent Tamil state called Tamil Eelamin 

the north and the east of the island. After a 26-year military campaign, the Sri Lankan military defeated the 

Tamil Tigers in May 2009, bringing the civil war to an end. 
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For over 25 years, the war caused significant hardships for the population, environment and the economy of 

the country, with an initial estimated 80,000–100,000 people killed during its course. 

The area of Sri Lanka claimed by the LTTE as Tamil Eelam, where, vast majority of the fighting took place 

Mr Sirisena’s tenure so far has adopted a far more 

conciliatory tone than that of his predecessor Mahinda 

Rajapakse. 

Efforts by new government in Sri Lanka: 

 The Government has agreed to a UN call to set up a 

special court to investigate wartime atrocities, but 

has rejected requests for the involvement of foreign 

judges. 

 It has secured international support for ethnic 

peace, while high-profile visits by Indian Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and US Secretary of State 

John Kerry last year effectively ended Sri Lanka’s 

pariah status. 

 State has taken an initiative to establish drafting committee, to bring in suitable amendments concerning 

greater devolution of powers. 

 It has also taken steps towards the establishment of a Truth and Reconciliation Commission, based on 

the four pillars of truth, reconciliation, accountability, and non-recurrence. 

 Creation of an Office for Missing Persons, for resolving the issue of the missing persons during the civil 

war. 

A United Nations report released last week on the progress of reconciliation efforts by the Sri Lankan 

government has raised the following concerns: 

Lack of accountability and transparency in reconciliation efforts threatens the lasting peace in war torn areas 

of island nation. 

As per UN report, cases of torture, excessive use of force, arbitrary arrest still continues in Srilanka that may 

lead to dwindle support of people to current local government. This may lead to military coup by Rajapaksha 

and thus further complicating the reconciliation process. 

Issue of return of confiscated land of local Tamil people during war time is not yet solved properly and many 

people are agitating in front of administrative offices. 

Srilanka is under struggling phase of transformation and thus political stability is essential for longing peace 

and secured human rights. Rebuilding of war torn infrastructure and destroyed minds need much more efforts 

by domestic government as well as international community. This can happen only when the domestic political 

setup is strong and works for genuine reconciliation. 

 

64. The functioning of the global economy has affected the economic and political relationship 

between the large and small economies, reducing and increasing the leverage exercised by the 

U.S. and China, respectively. In this scenario, how should India conduct its diplomacy? Discuss. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 
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Recent changes in the global economy and rise of China- 

In the last 20 years, incomes of 80% of the population in the West stagnated while per capita income in China 

quadrupled, and India’s more than doubled. Society is ageing; technology is disrupting labour markets and 

business models. The digital economy is expected to provide one-quarter of global productivity by 2025 and 

will have the U.S., China and India reinforcing the multipolar order. 

 The China-led Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, which former U.S. President Barack Obama failed to 

weaken, and the New Development Bank of the BRICS could provide the required $8-15 trillion, marginalizing 

the World Bank. China is projecting the One Belt, One Road (OBOR) initiative as a replacement for the U.S.-led 

post-1950 multilateral institutions. 

How should India conduct its diplomacy in such scenario? 

 India has become leading power of the world even if not superpower. Thus India needs to engage actively 

and confidently with the other leading powers in today’s world. 

1. USA- ‘America First’ policy of the new president of America has caused concern in Indian IT market. 

Policies like restricting H1B visa may prove detrimental to Indian workers in America. Thus Indian 

government should ensure harmonization of relation between the two through bilateral treaties and 

agreement as the new president of America is apparently questioning the role of global institutions. 

2. China- India is wary of China-Pakistan Economic corridor and also the border issues between the two are 

brewing due to neglect from both sides. Also China recently blocked India’s entry into NSG leading to rise 

in tension between the two. Bringing all the issues to the table at the same time to negotiate would stifle 

the diplomatic advance. Thus India needs to follow policy of cooperation and competition selectively. On 

the issues where interests of the both converge like bringing stability in Afghanistan, reducing the 

domination of the west on global institutions, India should cooperate with China. While issues like 

capturing market in Africa and Latin America, Space technologies, Infrastructure building etc India should 

compete with China. 

3. Russia- for India, Russia stands as all-weather partner. However, while moving closer to USA, India should 

not antagonize Russia. Russia recently conducted military exercise with Pakistan which did not go well 

with Indian government. Thus India needs to strengthen its ties with Russia by enlarging the scope of 

research and development, resource exploration etc. 

4. Neighborhood- India’s track record for maintaining ties with the neighbors is not good. India is seen as 

‘Big brother’ rather than ‘Elder brother’. The recent initiative ‘Neighborhood First’ of current government 

is in line with promoting the interest of the neighboring countries. Further India, the largest and stable 

democracy should help in nourishing the democracy in its neighborhood including Pakistan. 

 New markets- with rise in protectionist tendencies around the world particularly among developed 

nations India needs to explore new markets in Africa and Latin America. 

 Clever use of new Institutions- the existing global institutions like World Bank, IMF being under the 

strong influence of western nations, India will have to make wise use of new institutions like Asian 

Infrastructure Investment Bank, New Development Bank where India has greater voice. 

 Leadership of developing countries- India has provided leadership to the third world countries at 

institutions like UNO, WTO etc. China with its huge capital and technological advancement is aggressively 

entering into Africa and west and south Asia disturbing India’s position. India needs to rework its priorities 

and should work actively with developing countries providing its human resource and technological 

advancement. 
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 Use of soft power- India’s culture and its diversity stands as strong factors in spreading India’s influence 

outside and bringing different countries together. India scores better than China in this parameter and 

should strengthen this as Indian Diaspora is spread all over the world. Indian diplomacy should be 

centered on this factor in longer run. 

 Digital India to Digital Asia- The nature of conflict is changing from direct clashes to disruption of critical 

infrastructure through remote attacks. With world-class cyber-space-biotech capability, India should 

reconsider large-scale purchases from abroad for massive investment in cyber-security and the related 

digital economy that will make the ‘Digital India’ initiative into a ‘Digital Asia’ one. 

Conclusion- 

India is poised to take lead at global platform along with China. India’s policies should be in line of this 

transformation. While China is trying to contain India in South Asia itself, India with its superior diplomacy and 

huge economic potential could shatter China’s ambitions. 

 

65. What are the compelling reasons for the USA to give up isolationism? What role can fora like 

G20 play in helping the US government to embrace multilateralism? Critically examine. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

The protectionism in US is brewing since Trump has taken office. But the isolationism will not only affect US 

economy but has a potential to damage it. Compelling  reasons to give up isolationism. 

1] The US was founded by the immigrant population that made US their home. Diversity in US is an asset, 

diversity is essential for innovation and entrepreneurship. 

2] Economic interdependence- Global world is interdependent, via Foreign Direct Investment, Foreign 

Institutional Investment , export and trade, defense is one of the biggest industries of US and us needs to 

maintain relations with world to continue its trading dominance. 

3] Corporate Competitiveness- low labor cost of immigrants used to increased competitiveness of US 

companies which is not at stake due to high labor cost. As a result Companies might shift to other places to 

gain advantage. 

4] Capital Market- of US is very active due to increased investments from around the world and major financial 

transactions, volatility in stock market is increasing due to protectionism. 

5] Social Instability – Xenophobia, increased hate speech and violence degrading social values and democratic 

outlook. 

6] Lesson from the history: similar attitude of USA in 1920-30 had been the reason for the rise of Nazism, 

Fascism and ultimately became the reason of world wars.                                                                                     

7] Unstable Europe: isolationism of USA will create rise of right wing governments in Europian countries and 

also pave the way for Russian expansion. 

8] As an undisputed superpower post Malta summit that ended cold war.The role of US in the world politics is 

highly integrated. Sudden reversal may cause instability. 

But the recent developments of protectionism will only harm the US economy and increased inequality in 

world can make US victim of Terror attacks. 
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Role of G20 

1] The G20 can persuade US to have better immigration policy which will continue to boost the globalization 

process. 

2] The countries like UK and Germany allowing Chinese takeovers is showing world is in need of more liberal 

attitude. 

3] China is in favour of Consolidation of globalization rather than reversing it.  

4] Soft stance of Trump towards Russia and China will help have new Trade and Investment Negotiations.  

5] India has a role to play by focusing on Financial reforms and Boosting investment to revive world Growth.  

6] G20 can pressurize US to have more liberal attitude towards trade and investment 

Conclusion:- 

The need of the hour is working together to face the greater challenges like climate change, global poverty, 

Terrorism and Human development. The protectionism and isolation will only become hurdle to overcome 

these Challenges. Efforts from all over world community through forum like G20 are much appreciated. 

 

66. In your opinion, what steps, if taken by China, might convince India to join B&R project (then 

called OBOR or One Belt, One Road)? Also examine what should India do if it wants to be part 

of B&R project. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

One Belt one Road (OBOR) or what is now known as BELT AND ROAD PROJECT is a china led initiative which 

will join the three continents of Asia, Africa and Europe with the stated objective of founding open and 

inclusive economy. 

What should china do to make India join Belt and Road initiative? 

1. SOVEREIGNTY ISSUE – needs to be resolved first. As the CPEC project (part of B&R) passes through POK. 

China can put CPEC on an alternate route through Afghanistan. 

2. FURTHER ASSURANCE -needs to be given to India by China that it won’t meddle into the Kashmir problem 

through this project. 

3. JOINT PATROLLING OF CONSTRUCTION OF ROADS – which faces security threat from many non-state actors. 

It will enhance trust between two armies. 

4. EDUCATE the Indian side that how they stand to gain from this project in terms of development of N-E states 

and overall prosperity. To have equal rights over OBOR and these rights should not be taken away even in 

adversities between India and China. 

What India should do to join the project – 

Firstly, India must realize the potential gains from the projects are huge in terms of connectivity to central Asia 

(energy security and trade). 

Secondly, it needs to review its NEIGHBORHOOD FIRST POLICY in context of changing geopolitical realities.If 

Afghanistan and Bangladesh- the biggest victims of terrorism emanating from Pakistan can join it, why can’t 

India? 

Thirdly, uncertainty due to Retreat of USA from its PIVOT TO ASIA. 
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India must seize the opportunity once its genuine grievances are addressed and look at the future the project 

hold otherwise India fears ISOLATION IN SOUTH ASIA. 

Steps needed to be taken – 

-India don’t have to do much as China is already insisting India to be member. 

-India should put disputed aspects with China on one side to be solve in future n takes OBOR with different 

angle. 

-strike a deal with China that neither of our countries will object to the other’s (or to third-party) investments 

in PoK or Arunachal Pradesh, while reserving legal claims to the territories in question. 

CONCLUSION – 

The B&R initiative rekindles the historic trade route which once thrived making the region’s wealth. Isolating 

itself from such an intiative would cost dear to India and it makes necessary for India to be a part of it without 

compromising its sovereignty at any case. 

 

67. Compare and contrast nature and significance of India’s and China’s engagement with the 

nations of Middle Eastern region. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The West Asia region has become key issue in the foreign policies of global superpowers. While USA and Russia 

are at loggerheads over different issues, China and India are poised to play greater role in this region. 

Political- 

 Historically, India’s West Asia policy has been multi-directional. During the Cold War years, India 

maintained close economic cooperation with both Saudi Arabia and Iran, the rival poles in regional 

geopolitics. Even when New Delhi warmed up to Israel in the 1990s as part of the country’s efforts to 

diversify its diplomatic engagement in the post-Soviet world, it was careful not to jeopardize the 

traditional relations with Muslim countries. The bi-directional approach has been expanded to a tri-

directional foreign policy to accommodate the three key pillars of West Asia — Saudi Arabia, Iran and 

Israel. On the other side, there appears to be a complete lack of interest on India’s part to reboot ties 

with Iran even after international sanctions on the country were removed following the nuclear deal. 

 China has ended its political isolation with the West Asia and is engaging actively with the nations in the 

region. Recently China hosted the leaders of both Saudi Arabia and Israel indicating its willingness to 

engage with rival partners at the same time. China may follow India’s footsteps in balancing the 

diplomatic relations with the regional rivals like Saudi Arabia, Israel and Iran. However India enjoys 

goodwill of West Asian nations on account of its non-alignment policy during cold war and huge diaspora. 

Economic (Trade, Investment and Infrastructure)- 

 Beijing’s Middle East Policy can be characterized as a strong willingness for economic cooperation, while 

at the same time seeking to adhere to its longstanding policy of non-intervention and respect for 

sovereignty. China’s growing international activities, specifically those attached to the Middle East are 

part and parcel to a new era of “internationalization” for China. Over the years China has built strong 

economic ties with countries in West Asia, while staying clear of the region’s several crises and 

hostilities. It is one of the top buyers of oil from Saudi Arabia and a key trading partner of Israel. For Iran, 

Beijing remained a trusted ally even during the time of sanctions. China was one of the few countries that 
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continued to buy oil from Iran when most others, including India, either halted trade or implemented 

massive cuts in imports under American pressure. China’s economic ties with West Asia assumed greater 

significance after Mr. Xi unveiled the One Belt, One Road initiative. West Asia plays a major role in this 

Silk Road revival plan, which the Chinese believe will fortify their global standing. 

 India too has strong economic interests in West Asia on account of its energy needs. India is dependent 

on West Asia for 70% of its oil requirement, that itself makes West Asia a vital partner in India’s quest for 

energy security. Besides, India is the largest recipient of foreign remittances from the West Asia. Around 

11 million Indian workers are living in this region. Therefore, stability in the region is high on India’s core 

agenda. However India’s efforts in economic spheres do not match to that of China. India needs to invest 

in infrastructure building, technology and innovation and services sector to counter China’s aggressive 

walk. 

Strategic and military- 

 Of late, China has shown a greater interest in expanding its engagement with the region beyond the 

economic sphere. Its relationship with Iran has already acquired strategic dimensions. It is one of the 

supporters of the Bashar al-Assad regime in civil war-stricken Syria. In the UN Security Council, China, 

along with Russia, has consistently vetoed U.S.-backed resolutions on Syria, while at the same time 

offering to broker peace between rival factions. China has also recognized Palestine as a state and offered 

support for the Palestinians. The Chinese have also urged Saudi Arabia and Israel to work together to 

attain peace. All this indicates that China is ready to end its strategic reluctance in dealing with West Asia 

and to adopt a gradualist proactive policy that suits its profile as a fast-rising global power. Also recently 

China conducted its first joint counterterrorism drills with Saudi Arabia in the southern Chinese city of 

Chongqing. It’s been doing the same with other Muslim-majority Asian nations — mostly members of the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization — over the past few years. 

 India has remained strictly neutral when it comes to geo-political tensions and conflicts in the region. 

India did not enter in Syrian crisis or in Yemen war on either side. While USA seems to retreating from its 

policies of active interventions after the election of Trump, the empty field may be occupied by China 

and Russia. Although India does not support external intervention and respects nation’s sovereignty, it 

may have to start participating in West Asian politics to stabilize the region thereby maintaining its own 

interests. India too regularly conducts military exercises with West Asian countries. With rise of Islamic 

state, India can help in providing expertise and best practices in counter-terrorism activities. 

Cultural ties- 

 India enjoys good cultural relations with most of the West Asian nations on account of historical 

background and religious proximity something which China lacks. To strengthen this India has launched 

project Mausam which would bind countries bordering Indian Ocean. Also huge Indian diaspora 

numbering around 11 million is key factor in strengthening these ties. This cultural factor could play most 

important role in securing other dimensions of diplomacy like political, economic and strategic. 

 However China is aggressively pursuing cultural and religious relations with West Asia in its quest to 

dominate this region. China used state funds to build an elaborate mosque complex in Guangzhou to 

welcome Arab and other Muslim-majority Asian nationals to its 2010 Asian Games Event. China continues 

to spend a mint building halal restaurants, hotels, mosques, and Muslim cultural venues to welcome 

neighbors from Central Asia and the Middle East. 

Conclusion- 

West Asian region is ridden with Shia-Sunni conflict, GCC-Iran rivalry, external interventions in the region and 

fear of rising Islamic radicalism. Both India and China have huge stakes in this region. Thus hostilities between 
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these two Asian giants would only aggravate the exiting problems. Therefore India and China would have to 

device policy of mutual help and understanding and can make good use of regional platforms like BRICS and 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization. 

 

68. An important idea which emerged at the 2016 October BRICS summit was the possible use of 

local currency in the intra-BRICS trade. Do you think it’s a good idea? Discuss. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction- 

The proposal to use local currencies in intra-BRICS trade is of high significance and would make attempt to 

reduce the dominance of USA in global finance. 

The idea of local currency in intra-BRICS trade is good because of following point- 

 Dollar hegemony would be reduced if the trade intra BRICS trade shifts to local currencies. This would 

include reduced dependence on Federal rates, exchange rate management and dollar supremacy. 

 The use of local currency in the intra-BRICS trade would cut back the costs of trading by 6% or more. 

 This move would help in strengthening domestic currencies as demand of dollar would decrease and that 

of domestic currencies would increase. 

 Extending the idea of the use of local currencies in trade is encouraging as it will provide avenues for 

generating additional demand within the region while avoiding shocks from exchange rate volatility, 

especially for member countries like China with its large trade balances in US dollar. 

 A clearing account system in local currencies of the BRICS nations can be used for inter-country payments 

within the region. Each country within the group can settle her bilateral trade surpluses and deficits with 

the other four members without involving the use of non-BRICS currencies (like the US dollar, etc). For 

example, China’s exports to India will be paid for by the latter in rupees, and the renminbi (RMB) will be 

used by China to pay for imports from India. The net balances (in this case China’s trade surplus) will 

remain in rupees as a credit for China. Thus exports from any of these countries to another BRICS member 

will be paid for in the local currency of the importing country. 

 Further the net balances, comprising a pool of individual local currencies, will remain within the BRICS 

and be deposited with the NDB. The sum, a pool of individual currencies, can be utilised by the respective 

creditor nations to import from deficit countries, thus creating more trade within the region. Alternately, 

the sum can be lent out by the NDB to one or more of the five members, subject to the consent of all 

members and consistent with the norms specified in the original agreement of the NDB. 

However there is some skepticism to such idea- 

 Political considerations would prevent the move because intra BRICS trade is largely in favour of China 

hence the move will strengthen Chinese currency 

 Chinese exports would become much cheaper and problem of dumping would increase. 

 Trade integration within BRICS is much smaller than with rest of world thus the trade would remain 

skewed towards dollar. 

 Liquidity and value of dollar is very high compared to other currencies and would remain for some time. 

 Need strong political will and sound infrastructure to implement this idea. 
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Conclusion- 

The idea to use local currency is indeed a good one as current global financial system is dominated by dollar 

and heavily skewed in favor of western half. 

 

69. Ever since it was announced in 2005, the Indo-U.S. civil nuclear agreement has faced one 

obstacle after another. What are these obstacles? Do you think nuclear energy holds same 

promise as it did in 2005? In the light of the delay in the Indo-US nuclear deal, what should be 

India’s considerations? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The framework of India-United States civil Nuclear agreement was signed in July 18, 2005, by then Indian 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and then U.S. President George W. Bush, under which India agreed to 

separate its civil and military nuclear facilities and to place all its civil nuclear facilities under International 

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards and, in exchange, the United States agreed to work toward full civil 

nuclear cooperation with India. Since its inception the nuclear deal has faced many hurdles which are- 

 Liability in case of accident: The responsibility and the subsequent financial liability in a case of 

catastrophe will be borne by the supplier or the operator became a bone of contention. It was resolved 

with the liability resting with operator with a right to recourse. A part of the financial liability will be paid 

by the supplier and balance by government from an insurance pool. 

 Bankruptcy of Westinghouse: Westinghouse which has the responsibility of operationalizing the 6 nuclear 

reactors in Andhra Pradesh is facing financial headwinds and is on the verge of filing bankruptcy putting 

brakes on further development. 

 Ratification by Japanese Parliament: Westinghouse is Toshiba led and it being a Japanese company is 

bounded by Japanese law. Japanese parliament is facing roadblocks in signing the Nuclear Cooperation 

Agreement which is delaying US-India nuclear deal. 

 There are many Clause Concerns which are hampering the progress of deal. For eg Nuclear Liability- 

Clause 6 defines the share of financial liability. It states that the liability of an operator for each nuclear 

incident. Clause 17- in case of a nuclear accident it allows only the operator (NPCIL) to sue the 

manufacturers and suppliers. 

Difficulty for victims to sue culprit- Clause 18 of the nuclear liability bill limits the time to make a claim within 

10 years. This is considered to be too short as there may be long term damage due to a nuclear accident. 

Clause 35 – The operator or the responsible persons in case of a nuclear accident will undergo the trial under 

Nuclear Damage Claims Commissions and no civil court is given the authority. 

 The cost of importing reactors, relative to those based on indigenous design, is another concern. Land 

acquisition issues and local protest still persists, along with the need for large water reservoirs for the 

reactors. 

The nuclear disasters like Fukushima had made extensive use of nuclear energy a grave issue. Civil society 

concerns have rose manifold after this incident. Further Indian government is actively promoting the 

renewable energy resources like Solar and Wind. In fact India has formed International Solar Alliance for the 

promotion of solar energy. Also oil and gas prices have declined sharply in recent years making huge 

investment in nuclear plants unnecessary. Even at international level countries are thinking to reduce share 
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of nuclear energy which is also affecting India’s priorities. Thus the promise held by nuclear energy in 2005 

changing gradually with the passage of time. 

India’s considerations to reduce the delay- 

 Revisit the nuclear deal: Bankruptcy of Westinghouse, failure of Japanese Parliament to ratify the deal 

are beyond India’s control and should be taken up with US. It should aim at amending terms of agreement 

to make India immune to external exigencies. 

 Diversify its nuclear suppliers: 

India should expand its basket of nuclear fuel suppliers. Deals with Australia, Canada are should be 

concluded quickly. 

 Focus on other renewable energy resources- 

Solar, Wind, Biomass and tidal energy should be explored given the improvement in technology and rise 

of prominence of India in world. National Solar Mission with 100 GW target, ISA, and such measures in 

other renewable domains should be strengthened. 

 The delay in agreement has shown that India cannot rely on single energy source and should diversify its 

options both in terms of energy resources and contributing countries. 

 Taking lessons from the Fukushima accident, India should work on securing all its existing and upcoming 

power plants. 

Conclusion- 

Although India cannot abandon its nuclear program after investing heavily, it should be cautions in 

implementing it. India should work on adopting cutting edge nuclear technology to safeguard its nuclear 

power plants.  

 

70. Why didn’t India sign bilateral investment treaties (BITs) till 1990s? Do you think today foreign 

investment inflows to India are dependent on BITs? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

A bilateral investment treaty (BIT) is an agreement establishing the terms and conditions for 

private investment by nationals and companies of one state in another state. This type of investment is 

called foreign direct investment (FDI). BITs are established through trade pacts. A nineteenth-century 

forerunner of the BIT is the friendship, commerce, and navigation treaty (FCN) 

Till the early 1990s, India didn’t sign BITs because 

 Foreign investment was not considered significant in a statist India. 

 India wanted to protect its domestic industries and wanted to stop or at least regulate the foreign 

companies intervention in Indian market 

 Inspector licence raj was a prominent feature of Indian Economy till 1990s 

 Most of the sector were state-owned for building up the infrastructure the future development 

 India did not want to indulge in International arbitration (provision in BIT) rather focus its energy on 

ground level development 
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 Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA) passed in 1974 imposed strict regulation on foreign company to 

convert foreign equity into minority holdings of 40% results in exit of many helpless company from India 

such as Coca-cola, IBM. 

 In 1991, India lifted its self-imposed economic exile by starting the process of experimenting with the 

market and wooing foreign investors. As part of this image makeover, India started signing BITs from the 

early 1990s. 

Foreign Direct Investment in India are not dependent on the BITs but they help in many ways to facilitate the 

inflow of FDI:- 

 They help in mitigating regulatory risk thus encouraging investment with guarantee of international 

arbitration in dispute settlement, in light of dubious nature of India to do business in. 

 A recent study to show impact of BIT points out that BIT signed by 15 Asian developing countries with 

developed countries have stronger impact on FDI inflows in these countries. A BIT signed by 15 Asian 

countries with developing countries didn’t have much impact on FDI inflows. 

 Being a bilateral treaty can be molded and implemented easily to serve the best interest of citizens and 

firms of both nations rather than multilateral treaty which is time consuming and compromising for some 

players. 

 Absence of India-Canada BIT is restricting the scope and volume of investment that Canadian pension 

fund can make in India. 

 India’s Credit rating is BBB-(S&P) which is not good and foreign investors look for safe destinations. 

Signing of BIT somehow compensate it. 

 India have institutionally and structurally tried to improve ‘ease of doing business’ ranking through 

several reforms. Even though ‘ease of doing business’ ranking didn’t improve.so need BIT to improve 

credibility in such situation. 

However many aspects shows the obstacle in realizing the full potential of BITs: 

 Indian model BIT requires foreign investors to litigate in domestic courts for 5yrs before pursuing claim 

under international law which is detrimental for foreign investors. 

 There is a need to amend the protectionist model BIT so as to strike a balance between interests of 

investors and that of the host state, for example the Tribal rights are often not considered into BIT 

formulations but now many countries like Canada are considering them. 

 India doesn’t grant MFN status to countries with whom it signs BIT. This is necessary as MFNs are a 

cornerstone of non-discrimination in international trade 

 India’s shows reluctance to join multilateral investment court to settle investment disputes to settle 

state-investor disputes. 

Conclusion:– 

Foreign Direct Investment of countries  depends on many factors like the countries approach to multilateral 

forums, business friendly environment present in the country, simple labor laws, single window clearances 

etc. BITs are part of it but a crucial part of it hence must be given due importance. 
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71. In the light of Chinese opposition to India’s membership bid to Nuclear Suppliers Group, what 

should India do to woo China to get its support? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

NSG is a group of 48 countries grouped together to control nuclear proliferation by controlling export of 

enriched uranium , technology etc. China has opposed India’s bid to become its member. According to china 

it has opposed on the basis of principle i.e. India is a non- signatory to the non- proliferation treaty. 

India’s bid to Nuclear supplier group again got heat and was expected to be considered during Seoul meeting. 

NSG bid by India has been opposed by other nations on the below grounds:- 

1) India is not a signatory of the NPT hence India’s bid to NSG is faulty at first place itself as all members are 

NPT signatory. 

2) Members like Norway contend that membership criteria should be finalised first , before discussing the 

India’s membership to the NSG. 

3) Italy also resisted India’s membership as it wants a third party resolution of marine issue with India and 

hence flashing the NSG card. 

4) China is opposing to India’s membership as it sees India elevated to the level of P5 through this step and 

hence resisting. China also confirms that Pakistan should be added to NSG if at all India is getting that status. 

India can resort to following course of action to move forward from China’s resistance:- 

1) Mutual discussion with China and addressing concerns- The relations are strained due to a number of 

reasons like -The territorial dispute (Arunachal Pradesh , Aksai china ). This could be resolved by bilateral talks. 

China considers India’s participation to OBOR and hence both can conclude through mutual discussions on 

both the issues in a negotiating way. This can be a game changer. 

China thinks that India is taking anti-China stand deliberately e.g. the South China Sea issue , entry to Dalai 

lama in Arunachal Pradesh. Regular dialogue mechanism has to be established to clear the ambiguity . 

2) Increase trade and commerce, Cultural integration with China. 

3) India can work with all like-minded states like Africa block to put her case forward. To counter china’s 

interference , India should have healthy relations with Russia , who has been an old friend. 

4) India can work with China through other platforms like BRICS. 

5) It could emphasize its clean record with respect to the unilateral moratorium , as a responsible nuclear 

power and should try to build consensus with other NSG members.  

CONCLUSION – 

However, given the complex geopolitics of the world in general and Asia in particular, expecting any 

miraculous change in our neighbors’ policies would be an imprudent strategy. But tactically deploying our 

resources and judiciously using our diplomatic acumen might help break a few codes and enforce a compulsive 

shift in position, after all, China’s interests are best safeguarded in an amicable neighborhood as well. 
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Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian diaspora. 

72. The more power China has accumulated, the greater has been its difficulty in gaining allies. 

Examine why China is failing to make more allies, especially in its vicinity. Also comment 

implications of its isolation for India and the world. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The Chinese economy valued at $11 trn (GDP) has been at centre of firestorm from past couple of decades on 

all fronts– geopolitical, economic and social which has led to its phenomenal rise while some of its policies has 

also attracted animosity from other countries. 

FAILURE OF CHINA TO MAKE ALLIES – 

1. Fallout with US & its allies – Non-adherence to international laws (UNCLOS – SC debacle), Human rights 

(Xinjiang, Tibet province), aggressive expansionist policies (territorial disputes in South China sea, North 

Korea, Japan), forced One-China Policy has eroded the trust factor. 

2. Resource exploitation and Nationalism – neighbours and Traditional allies like Myanmar, North Korea, 

LatAM, Africa, MENA have started to distance themselves, owing to big-brother attitude by China and its 

development at cost of resource-exploitation in these nations . 

3. Trade control – China’s unethical embargo on other nations (banana exports from Philippines), dumping 

of goods in ASEAN, exploitation of FTAs, forced depreciation of Yuan to make Chinese exports cheaper 

hurted other nation’s domestic industries. 

4. interference – Indirect Interference into other sovereign nation’s issues with each other 

(Eg – Indo-Pak, Nepal, SL, Africa)  

IMPLICATIONS FOR INDIA – 

1. Support to weak state like Pakistan via aids, economic projects (CPEC) while trying to isolate india (String of 

Pearls, NSG blockade) has led to increased animosity  

2. Opportunity for India to increase its trade balance, relations with ASEAN, Africa, LatAM and fill the vacuum 

left by US-China 

3. Decreased effectiveness of SCO, BRICS and create financial crunch in infra and other sectors 

4. However, some economists do believe that Relatively isolated China may push for higher cooperation with 

India, which may be beneficial for both. 

FOR WORLD – 

1. US-Russia ties, and international pressure may lead to more aggressiveness by China, which may flare up 

tensions (There are clear reports that isolation of china by world countries was one of the reason for china 

attacking on India in 1962 war) 

2. Improvement of domestic economies in Third World Countries via mitigation of Chinese hegemony. 

3. Loss of bargaining power against North Korea, if China is also distanced. 

CONCLUSION – 

Great wall of self-isolation raised by China in-fact would cause more harm than good. China, is just too big and 

strong to ignore, hence efforts must be made for resolution of disputes cordially via international cooperation. 
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73. Critically comment on the problems being faced by Indian diaspora in the US. What steps should 

be taken by Indian community and the Indian government to address problems that are being 

faced by the diaspora now? (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Hindu 

ISSUE – 

The recent instances of shooting in USA, in which one Indian was injured, and two had to lose their lives, has 

once again brought to public focus the problems faced by the Indian community in the country. 

INTRODUCTION – 

Indian Diaspora accounts for 1% of America’s population (3 million). US is the 2nd most popular destination 

for Indians. Indians occupy many important political as well as business positions. However, time and again, 

they were subject to varied types of racial discrimination. The instances of hate crimes are increased further 

after election of Trump. 

Problems being faced by diaspora- 

 Social – Xenophobic attitude of certain sections of population, hate-crimes against Indians leading to 

deaths of many innocent Indians, inability to adjust by some Indians (Cultural Shock). 

 Economic – Tough immigration policies have led to home-coming of many Indians, fear of losing jobs (due 

to policy of Protectionism). 

 Mistaken Identity – Indian – Muslims and Sikhs, are often confused for Iranian/Arabs by locals and are 

unduly targeted. 

Steps to be taken – 

BY INDIAN COMMUNITY: 

 Integration, Mainstreaming – Increase participation in civic organizations, and raise/fight for local issues 

that affect all citizens to further harmony with local population. 

 Stop discriminating among themselves and other ethnic diaspora (Eg- Hindus for Trump org.), instead 

fight in unity against racial discrimination. 

 Awareness and protective measures under sensitive conditions and localities. 

BY INDIAN GOVT: 

 Bargain for relaxation of H1B visa norms (Merit-based recently), and job security of Indians currently 

working in US while emphasizing contribution of diaspora to US economy. 

 Request US to strengthen anti-discrimination laws as embodied in Bill of Rights, and make strategic 

diaspora evacuation policy from conflict areas in emergency conditions. 

 Opportunities at home – the availability of world-class education and employment opportunities to all 

strata of society within our country itself, will lessen pressure to seek jobs abroad. 

 Allowing flexible norms for US universities to open their campuses in India, higher collaboration with US 

in sectors like higher education, IT services. 
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CONCLUSION – 

The ‘Land of Immigrants’ needs its varied diaspora which has facilitated it to become one of the most powerful 

nations of the world. Demagoguery played by local leaders have instigated hatred again and again. Indians 

should stop being ‘silent sufferers’ and become more proactive in socio-political sphere. 

 

74. Why does Scotland want to exit from the United Kingdom? If Scotland breaks away from the 

UK, what will be the consequences to the UK and Scotland? Also examine how will this affect 

Indian diaspora in UK. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction- 

The issue of independence of Scotland from United Kingdom has once again surfaced due to exit of Britain 

from the European Union. The Scottish parties are demanding new referendum for Independence to which 

British government has firmly opposed. 

Reasons for demand of Scotland for Independence- 

Scotland wants to exit from UK, as it prefers access to the single market of the EU, which it perceives as a 

specific economic advantage that it has been enjoying so far. Scotland voted decisively in favour of remaining 

in the EU (62% of Scots voted to remain, against 55.8% of Northern Ireland, 47.5% of Wales, and 46.6% of 

England). It is being interpreted that Scots want EU more than UK. 

The more traditional reason has been that Scots see themselves culturally different from British (although 

cultural differences have minimized over a period) and Scotts think they have ample oil reserves in north sea 

required for independent economy. 

Consequences for UK- 

 The United Kingdom may not remain united thereafter. The separation of Scotland would diminish the 

United character of UK. 

 With the loss of Scotland, UK will shrink to England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Further divisive 

tendencies may erupt in N Ireland leading to territorial disintegration. 

 UK may lose access or have minimized access of Scottish market in case Scotland joins EU. 

 UK may also be deprived of rich oil reserves of North Sea. 

Consequences for Scotland- 

 If Scotland joins EU, it would have access to larger market and benefit from stability of EU. 

 It would strengthen and consolidate the distinct Scottish culture. 

 Depleting oil reserves may not sustain the independent economy of the Scotland. 

 Scotland may not be able to take benefit of British currency ‘Pound’ in case of separation. 

Effect on Indian Diaspora- 

 Glasgow and Edinburgh might emerge as new business hubs for Indian Diaspora apart from London. 

 The border issue between Britain and Scotland may hinder the free migration of Diaspora. 

 Diaspora may have to alter their business strategies as new sovereign government in Scotland may have 

different policies than Britain. 
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 Excess pride of Scottish culture may prove detrimental for progress of Indian community in Scotland. 

Conclusion- 

It seems that UK parliament may not agree for second independence referendum for Scotland in near future 

as issues of staying in EU and independence from UK have different dimensions. However in case of Scottish 

Independence, it would change the course of British History forever. 

 

75. Do you think Russia’s recent maneuvers in the Afghanistan and Pakistan affairs would help it 

strategically in the region? Critically comment on the nature of its clout in the South Asian 

region and its impact on India’s stature in the region. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Russia’s recent few steps in Afghanistan Pakistan region shows its attempts to gain some strategic stronghold 

in region:- 

 Russia carried out joint military exercise with the Pakistan first time in history :- Due to Increasing Indian 

proximity towards the USA , Through the Russia , Pakistan and china want to balance the power in South 

Asia. There is raise of the China-Pak-Russia axis which may make India Stifle in her own region. 

 Russia wants to become active peace talk partner in Afghanistan:- ISIS loosing land in the syria and moving 

towards the Afghanistan which is neighborhood of the Russia. To counter the threat of the ISIS, Russia 

want peace settlement with Taliban. Traditionally, India oppose any talk with the Taliban as India consider 

Taliban as the proxy of the Pakistan army and ISI. Russian linkage with Taliban will make hard for India to 

counter Taliban in Afghanistan as Traditionally Russia Supported the Indian backed Northern alliance 

against Taliban in Afghanistan. 

 There is also possibility of the Russian participation in the China Pakistan economic corridor (CPEC) . CPEC 

pass through the Gilgit Baltistan which India consider her own territory. Russian support to CPEC will 

make hard for India to make sovereign claim on Gilgit as Russia traditionally support India in that issue in 

UN. 

RUSSIAN CLOUT IN THE SOUTH ASIA – 

In south Asia Russia’s presence is not that strong. Its vision in the region is marked by short-term interests. 

Neither does it have the necessary economic prowess to undertake any long-term adventure. 

It’s unlikely to affect Indian stature in any significant way. Russia’s trade with India, Pakistan and Iran has 

actually gone down .India has undertaken several infrastructure development programs in Afghanistan and 

commands SOFT POWER in the region. something that can not be subdued by Russia. Pakistan on the other 

hand is aid hungry. It makes little difference whether comes from Russia, china or USA. Russia has negligible 

presence in the region on the other hand India recently has expanded its presence dramatically e.g. Chahbahar 

port in Iran. 

Conclusion:- 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India all have good reasons to reinforce ties to Russia, though each is differently 

placed to weather the potential consequences. But even if it had the resources, Moscow’s room for maneuver 

would be very limited. NATO is not going to pull out of Afghanistan entirely, China looms far larger in Pakistan 

and in the region more generally, and Russia’s Afghanistan-Pakistan gyrations have hardly endeared it to New 

Delhi.  
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76. Recently, the US deployed its anti-ballistic missile Terminal High Altitude Area Defence 

(THAAD) to South Korea. Comment on its objectives for deploying THAAD and possible 

consequences of this move for the region. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD), formerly Theater High Altitude Area Defense, is a United States 

Army anti-ballistic missile system which is designed to shoot down short, medium, 

and intermediate range ballistic missiles in their terminal phase using a hit-to-kill approach. THAAD was 

developed to counter Iraq’s Scud missile attacks during the Gulf War in 1991. The missile carries no warhead, 

but relies on the kinetic energy of impact to destroy the incoming missile. A kinetic energy hit minimizes the 

risk of exploding conventional warhead ballistic missiles, and nuclear tipped ballistic missiles will not detonate 

upon a kinetic energy hit. 

The possible objectives of the move could be:- 

 A tool of deterrence against the nuclear sabre rattling of North Korea. 

 To protect the South Korean borders and cities from incoming North Korean missile threats, as South 

Korea is under the protective umbrella of the USA. 

 To emphasize its role as the protector of the global neo-liberal world order and its stance against powers 

that threaten it. 

 As a part of USA’s Pivot to Asia strategy and a counter move against Chinese belligerence in South China 

Sea. And 

 To keep an eye on Chinese military activities in the region using THAAD’s radar sensors. 

 Demonstrating that America’s desire to influence and dominate world politics is alive and coexistent with 

Trump’s ‘America first’ policy 

However this has also lead to some adverse effects on the region:- 

 Deployment is Korean peninsula centric: It Could lead to further tensions between the North and South 

and along the DMZ (demilitarized zone), May spur the North into a tit-for –tat military build up 

programme. North Korea’s chances of rapprochement with the world will keep on decreasing. It will lead 

to increasing tension for neighboring powers as well like Russia and Japan. And, may destabilize further, 

the already volatile South Korean political situation. 

 This could become yet another theatre in the US’s war arena. Sino-US relations maybe negatively 

impacted by this deployment. And, there may be retaliatory involvement of Chinese and other powers in 

other regions like the Middle East, important for the US. 

  

77. According to India’s nuclear doctrine, India reserves the right to nuclear retaliation “in the 

event of a major attack against India, or Indian forces anywhere, by biological or chemical 

weapons”. What mechanism exists at international level to stop use of either nuclear or 

chemical weapons against state or non-state actors by states? Do you think India should 

retaliate using chemical weapon in the event of ‘major’ attack on Indians? Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 
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Introduction:- 

India’s nuclear doctrine revolves around the principle of No first use policy. 

 India has a declared nuclear no-first-use policy and is in the process of developing a nuclear doctrine 

based on “credible minimum deterrence.” 

 In August 1999, the Indian government released a draft of the doctrine which asserts that nuclear 

weapons are solely for deterrence and that India will pursue a policy of “retaliation only”. 

 The document also maintains that India “will not be the first to initiate a nuclear first strike, but will 

respond with punitive retaliation should deterrence fail” and that decisions to authorize the use of 

nuclear weapons would be made by the Prime Minister or his ‘designated successor(s)’. 

 According to the NRDC, despite the escalation of tensions between India and Pakistan in 2001–2002, 

India remained committed to its nuclear no-first-use policy. 

Mechanisms existing at international level to stop use of either nuclear or chemical weapons against state and 

non state actors:- 

1] Limited Test Ban Treaty (LTBT) – 1963 

2] Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) – 1968 

3] Treaties between Nuclear Giants – US and Russia – SALT 1 (1968), SALT 2 (1979), START 1 (1991), START 2 

(1993) and New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (2010) 

4] Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty – 1972 

5] Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) – 1972 

6] Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) – 1987 

7] Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) – 1993 

8] Chemical Weapon – Australia Group (1985), General Purpose Criterion, Geneva Protocol (1925). 

9] International Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation (ICOC) – 2002 

10] Arms Trade Treaty – 2013 

11] Nuclear Security Summit – Started in 2010 

Yes India should Retaliate – Chemical Weapons 

1] Retaliation acts as a warning to other nations which might act as a deterrence 

2] Its the way to defend once nation when there is heavy damage caused by other side. 

3] It shows strategic restraint as a policy is not forever. 

4] In a way Chemical weapons are less devastating than Nuclear weapon. 

No India Should Not 

1] India is party to both CWC and Australia Group. 

2] India’s defence weapon system and strategy does not conform to Chemical weapon attack. 

3] Tit for Tat will only lead to more Devastating consequences – An eye for an eye makes the whole world 

blind. 

4] Chemical weapons are equally damaging to man and environment compared to nuclear. 

5] It is not ethical on our part to take more lives than already lost. 
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Conclusion:- 

With escalation brewing everywhere in the world what India needs is to have a sufficient deterrence and 

retaliatory strategy. But at the same time India is land of Buddha and Mahatma Gandhi and  must strive 

towards non-proliferation, disarmament and Peace through global consensus. 

 

78. In the light of racism faced by Africans in India, what should Indian government do to address 

this disturbing trend in Indian metros. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr said “INJUSTICE ANYWHERE IS A THREAT TO JUSTICE EVERYWHERE”. This statement 

is particularly relevant today. Since the last few years the racial attacks on the African nationals have increased 

manifold in our metropolitans. These attacks show a deep rooted bias against the blacks in our minds. 

WHAT CAN GOVERNMENT DO? 

1. BREAK THE PREJUDICES – 

highlight the role played by African students , tourists for our economy ,societal values and culture. 

Africans are usually wrongly considered as uncultured, backward, drug-traffickers, cannibalistic, etc. 

People should be made aware of these misconceptions. 

2. CULTURAL INTEGRATION – 

Interactions between the Indian and African students needs to be promoted, so that there may be greater 

confidence between them. They will come to know about each other’s culture. 

Greater awareness in society-through social media campaign, Twitter and mann ki baat. 

Community level program needs to be initiated by govt. to bring local and other nationals together and 

foster great understanding. 

Assimilatory sport matches, cultural programmes, social campaigns. 

3. SENSITIVITY TRAINING – to people, students and especially to our police personnel against any racial 

prejudices. 

4. SPEEDY JUSTICE – prompt actions by police, fast grievance redressal, speedy justice are necessary to prevent 

more crimes. 

CONCLUSION – 

People need to react to this impending emergency exactly the same way they react to the hate crimes against 

Indians abroad. Otherwise this evil of racial hatred poses a grave threat to our traditional ethos of tolerance, 

compassion and to the axiom of “ATITHI DEVO BHAVA”. 

[NOTE – 

There were 42,420 foreign students in India in 2016. The top sending countries were Nepal (21.3%), 

Afghanistan (10.3%), Bhutan, (6.6%), Sudan (4.8%), Nigeria (4.7%), indicating that after the three SAARC 

partner countries, Sudan and Nigeria send the most students to study in India. Students come from many 

African countries to India as many universities offer quality education in English that is much more reasonably 

priced than in the West. The University of Mysore, for instance, has 2,000 foreign students, many from African 

countries.] 
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Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

79. Discuss the observations made by Amnesty International’s latest annual report on the status 

of human rights around the world. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Amnesty International, an NGO focussed on bringing forward human rights violation happening across the 

world, recently in its annual report, 2016 showed a dire situation that the world was witnessing vis-a-vis 

human rights. 

Amnesty International pointed out that 2016 of human dignity and equality, the very notion of a human family 

coming under vigorous and relentless assault from powerful narratives. 

Though Africa noted 2016 as Human Rights Year yet the most serious violations are witnessed there. 

The following are some of its observations : 

a) Human Rights violation : Be it Rohingya Muslims in Myanmaar, systematic abuse and use of chemical 

weapons in Sudan, or extrajudicial executions out of mere speculations in Phillippines, the egregious 

happenings is a reason to worry about. 

b) Majoritarianism : Parts of the world are moving towards the attitude reflecting what led to the WW2, the 

attitude that majority rules and minorities are the one eating up their share is creating a polarized environment 

all over the world. 

c) Divisive politics : Brexit, US-elections and candidates wooing voters by using identity politics, and hate 

speeches is on a rise. 

d) Geo-politics over Terrorism : China’s veto suppressing the resolution calling Masud-Azhar a terrorist shows 

how vested interests are more prominent than humanitarian thoughts. 

e) Suppression of Dissenting voices : Ideological differences with the government are being suppressed by 

putting bans and sedition charges. There was surrender of participatory rights and civil freedoms in various 

parts of world . The killing of Indigenous leader Berta Cáceres in Honduras epitomized the dangers faced by 

individuals who bravely stand up to powerful state and corporate interests . Similar incidents in Turkey, 

Ethiopia, Middle Africa were highlighted in report. 

f) The gap between imperative and action, and between rhetoric and reality : was stark and at times staggering 

, which can be cited in the failure of UN summit for refugees and migrants where there was no significant 

development on the state of refugees. 75,000 refugees trapped in Syria and Jordan. 

g) Attack on privacy:- UK ‘s – Investigatory Powers Act which significantly increased the power of authorities 

to intercept, access or retain communication data without any requirement of reasonable suspicion. 

h) The substitution of an ‘us versus them’ nationalist narrative for multilateralism that leads to the challenge 

of mass migration. 

The above has been trend in not just one or two countries but these ideas are used and it has seen a domino 

effect. 

RAY OF HOPE – 

– Despite the grim picture, what creates hope is the attitude of the people, who despite being suppressed are 

ready to voice their opinion and hold together despite the divisive politics being played. 

Volunteer response to govt failures:- 

(a)Anas-al-basa [crown of aleppo], in dehumanized state he continued with his effort of cheering children; 
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(b) Rio Olympics- Ethiopian marathon runner Feyisa Lilesa draw attention toward govt’s persecution of Oromo 

people. 

– International NGOs and civil societies have now become more aware and know how to pressurize the 

government and make them accountable to their unaccounted atrocities. 

– Further, according to Amnesty International, we must remember the change that was ushered in through 

acts such as the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the year 1948 by the United Nations. 

At the same time, it exhorts the world leaders not to circumscribe the arms of justice, by getting away with 

the commission of blatant acts of mass suppression, tortures, and executions. 

 

80. Critically comment on the nature of ongoing conflict in the Korean peninsula, the role of 

international community in deescalating this conflict and implications of this conflict for 

regional peace. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background- 

In 2016, North Korea carried out 24 ballistic missile tests and two nuclear tests, both of which it claimed tested 

thermonuclear devices. USA has maintained steadfast opposition to such missile’s test by North Korea. 

United States and South Korean troops kicked off the 2017 iteration of their large-scale annual Foal Eagle 

exercises on March 1. The exercises will run through April and will overlap with the Key Resolve exercise, which 

begins on March 13. The exercises come amid high tensions between the U.S.-South Korea alliance and North 

Korea, which conducted its first ballistic missile test of 2017 in February. According to Americans the exercise 

is a series of joint and combined ground, air, naval and special operations field exercises, and it is designed in 

the spirit of the U.S.-South Korean mutual defense treaty of 1953. 

North Korea has vehemently opposed this exercise arguing that the drills served as a rehearsal for a 

preemptive strike by the U.S.-South Korea alliance. In retaliation North Korea has launched 4 ballistic missiles 

in the sea of Japan escalating the tensions in the region. To this USA has started to deploy Terminal High 

Altitude Air Defence (THAAD) advanced anti-missile system in South Korea. 

Nature of the ongoing conflict in Korean peninsula- 

 Roots in History- Korean peninsula has witnessed tensions since the Korean war of 1951 which had led 

to division of Korea. Both South and North Korea see each other as greatest enemy since then. The rivalry 

has continued throughout the cold war and well into 21st 

 Involvement of global powers– South Korea has received support from United States of America and 

other western powers while North Korea is supported by China and Russia, making Korean issues an 

international one. 

 Geopolitical importance– Korean peninsula is strategically located between sea of Japan and East China 

sea. It also has ready access to Pacific ocean and Indian ocean. Thus power having control over Korean 

peninsula would have geopolitical advantage in Asia-pacific region. 

 Possession of nuclear weapons- North Korea has developed ballistic missiles and nuclear weapons over 

the last few years. This has led to both parties possessing war-ready nuclear weapons. Further escalation 

of tensions in the region could result into actual war threatening global peace. 

 North Korean belligerence- North Korea has pursued the path of developing ballistic missiles and nuclear 

weapons despite the economic sanctions, international isolation. Even its ally China has criticized the 

North Korean actions for disturbing regional peace. 
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Response of international community- 

 USA- it has imposed sanctions on North Korea and has maintained constant opposition to its missile 

testing’s. USA has provided complete support to South Korea and it is being deployed THAAD advanced 

anti-missile system in South Korea 

 China- Although China has been the traditional supporter of North Korea, it has disapproved the North 

Korean policies. Further it is trying to de-escalate the tensions by appealing both the parties for 

negotiations. China has asked North Korea to suspend its nuclear project and appealed USA-South Korea 

to suspend their military exercise. 

 UNSC- 15 resolutions imposing sanctions have been adopted by UNSC in relation to the North Korean 

missile and nuclear program, most recently in November 2016. Sanctions include inspection of all passing 

cargo to and from North Korea, prohibition of all weapons trade with the country, additional restrictions 

on North Korean imports of luxury goods, and expulsion of certain North Korean diplomats suspected 

of illicit activities. The UNO has also condemned human rights violation in North Korea. 

Role of international community in de-escalating the situation 

The regional rivalry between North and South Korea has assumed alarming proportion due involvement of 

global powers. But this may prove blessings in disguise as these powers may work towards finding peaceful 

solution to conflict. 

The responsible regional powers like China, India should come together to diffuse the tensions and to ensure 

the respectable settlement for both the parties. 

The UNO carries the legitimacy for resolving the international issues threatening regional and global peace. 

Thus this platform must be explored for finding amicable solution. 

Its duty of international community and world organizations like UNO to not to let global powers to use Korean 

issues as theatre for their mutual rivalry. 

Implications for the regional peace- 

 Security implications- The Korean conflict has threatened the peace of the entire Asia-Pacific region and 

has potential to result into another global war. 

 Nuclear race and Armament- The regional rivalry between South and North Korea can fuel the nuclear 

arms and missile race. 

 Human rights violation- Already there have been many cases of human rights violation in North Korea 

and could result into more if both the neighbors plunge into war. 

 Developmental implications- When nations give top priority for armament, development takes back seat 

and could result into poor standard of living of citizens. 

 Hostile groupings- The Korean conflict could lead to the hostile groupings on nations as happened during 

cold war years. Already the situation in west Asia has placed USA and other western powers on one side 

while China, Russia and Iran on the other. The Korean conflict could add the fuel for the realization of 

such groupings. 

Conclusion- 

The current geo-political situation in Korean peninsula is very fluid and unless both parties come together for 

negotiations, could result into actual war. Thus it is duty of all major powers of the world to ensure peaceful 

negotiations to resolve the conflict. 
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81. In the light of the recent ruling of the European Union’s top court giving member-states the 

right to grant or deny asylum to refugees, critically comment on the implications of this ruling 

and on the larger issue of Europe’s responsibility to protect refugees. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

In a defining verdict this week on the immigration crisis, of a magnitude not seen since World War II, the final 

judgment of the European Court of Justice of the 28-nation bloc overturned the opinion of its prosecutor, 

which is rather unusual for the institution. 

According to the International Organization for Migration, over 430,000 asylum seekers and migrants reached 

the EU so far this year, with over 2,700 dead or missing in the attempt. 

IMPLICATIONS OF RULING 

POSITIVE:- 

 Each country will be able to allow or deny refugees as per their own convineance and capability This will 

create a practical targets and possible mechanisms. 

 The European countries are already crisis driven like unemployment, poverty, sovereign debt crisis hence 

they will now be able to divert the resources for their own purposes. 

 These countries will be able to stop the influx of possible terrorists and will be able to curb future attacks 

 Maintenance of cultural homogeneity and prevention of clash of ideas will also be done 

NEGATIVES:- 

 It will boost far right parties demanding ban on migrants 

 European union will be painted as shunning from its responsibility of handling refugee crisis. It will also 

abdicate its responsibility under 1951 Refugee Convention. 

 It will be a immoral and unethical decision on part of EU to celebrate such step 

The EU continues to emphasize preventing departures and combating smuggling over a coordinated approach 

based on access to protection and respect for human rights, including through problematic cooperation with 

Turkey and other transit countries. The EU should sustain robust search-and-rescue operations in the 

Mediterranean and expand safe and legal channels into the EU. Increased direct resettlement from the 

countries bordering Syria, notably Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey, and other refugee-producing countries would 

benefit people seeking asylum and allow for better screening and vetting thereby protecting national security. 

EU countries should ensure more equitable responsibility sharing for asylum seekers, and implement common 

EU standards on reception conditions and asylum procedures. 

 

82. What are the functions of the Commission on Legal Continental Shelf (CLCS) of United Nations? 

Examine its importance for India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

CLCS is part of UNCLOS and plays an important role in demarcation of boundaries in areas where outer limits 

of the continental shelf stretch beyond 200 nautical miles. 

CONTROVERSY – 

The CLCS has five-year tenure and elections are due in June for the 2017-2022 term. 
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The MoES is the nodal Ministry for the Law of the Sea-related issues. Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), which 

formally nominates Indian candidates, chose to nominate a person to another U.N. body, called the 

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS), whereas the MoES candidate for CLCS was not agreed to 

by the MEA. 

So, it will( for the first time in two decades )not have a member in a prestigious, U.N. scientific body that 

decides what portions of the seabed can be exclusively mined for natural resources such as oil, precious metals 

and minerals. 

Members of the Commission – 

The Commission shall consist of twenty-one members who shall be experts in the field of geology, geophysics 

or hydrography, elected by States Parties to the Convention from among their nationals, having due regard to 

the need to ensure equitable geographical representation, who shall serve in their personal capacities. 

Purpose of the Commission (CLCS) – 

The purpose of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS) is to facilitate the implementation 

of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in respect of the establishment of the outer limits of 

the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles (M) from the baselines from which the breadth of the 

territorial sea is measured. 

Under the Convention, the coastal State shall establish the outer limits of its continental shelf where it extends 

beyond 200 M on the basis of the recommendation of the Commission. The Commission shall make 

recommendations to coastal States on matters related to the establishment of those limits; its 

recommendations and actions shall not prejudice matters relating to the delimitation of boundaries between 

States with opposite or adjacent coasts. 

Functions of CLCS – 

1. Decide on portions of the seabed that can be exclusively mined for natural resources such as oil, precious 

metals and minerals 

2. Provide scientific and technical advice, if requested by the coastal State 

3. To consider the data and other material submitted by coastal States concerning the outer limits of the 

continental shelf in areas where those limits extend beyond 200 nautical miles. Commission makes 

recommendations to coastal States on matters related to the establishment of the outer limits of their 

continental shelf. 

The limits of the shelf established by a coastal State on the basis of these recommendations shall be final and 

binding. 

Importance for India – 

1. Allows India to gauge the scientific strength of claims by countries regarding parts of seabed that, like 

territorial waters, are often hard to demarcate. (Info available only to participants). 

Strategic – India has recently finished an extensive survey of its 7,500-km coastline to finalize its claim on 

the extended Continental shelf. (submitted to UN) 

Ongoing tussle with Sri Lanka regarding sea-boundary demarcation. 

Wider Continental Shelves along western coasts, and with China and Pakistan representing in CLCS, may 

shift balance against India with respect to Gujarat continental shelves. 

2. Not having an Indian in this 21-member group would mean that China and Pakistan would likely “grab” 

two of the five seats allotted to the Asia-Pacific group . This will hamper India’s interests in future. 
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CONCLUSION – 

Apart from signaling prestige, a membership of the commission allows India to represent herself firmly on a 

important global platform. CLCS MEMBERSHIP is significant for India from strategic, economic as well as 

environmental perspective. The indecision on the part of two ministries, while impacting our global position, 

would provide undue benefits to China and Pakistan. Such instances better be avoided. 

 

83. What is the mandate of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)? 

What is its opinion on the issue of settlements being built by Israel in the occupied territory? 

Do you think Israel is practising apartheid? If yes, hot its should be dealt with? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- ESCWA The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for West Asia (ESCWA) 

headquartered in Beirut, Lebanon, is one of five regional commissions under the administrative direction of 

the United Nations Economic and Social Council. ESCWA has 18 member states (the latest countries to join 

were Mauritania in 2015 Libya, Morocco and Tunisia in 2012) 

Its mandate is to:- 

 Support economic and social development. 

 Promote interaction and cooperation between. 

 Encourage the exchange of experience, best practice and lessons learned. 

 Achieve regional integration and ensure interaction between Western Asia and other regions. 

 Raise global awareness of the circumstances and needs of member countries. 

OPINION:- 

1. Found Israel guilty of apartheid not only in the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem, the occupied 

territory, but also within its own boundaries and against the Palestinian refugees. 

2. Israeli government is unwilling to consider a most propounded, “one-state solution” with equal rights for 

all Israelis and Palestinians, as they would dwarf the Israeli population in their home country. 

3. Palestinians who have Israeli citizenship (ezrahut) do not have the right to a nationality (le’um)- means 

only access to inferior social services, restrictive zoning laws, and contained social movement. And those 

living in exile in other neighboring countries like Lebanon, Syria and Jordon have no rights to their 

homeland [art 7(a) of Israeli Basic Law]. 

Regarding the contention of Israel practicing apartheid, the following points are in favour of the contention 

1. The Palestinians, who are refugees, are being denied restricted access to the social services, and are 

subjected to restrictive laws on zoning, in comparison to the Jews. 

2. The recently proposed bill to regulate the use of loudspeakers during prayers by the Muslims, and the Basic 

law, which prohibits the questioning of the Jewish character of Israel further re-assert this fact. 

In fact, the ways in which the allegations against Israel, if proved true, can be dealt with in the following 

ways: 

1. Initiating a regime of economic sanctions against Israel by activating the provisions of the International 

Convention against Apartheid. 
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2. Israel can also be requested to come forward to the negotiating table, and engage with the Palestinians to 

defuse the ongoing conflict, which is at the base of such discrimination against the Palestinians. 

3. ICC investigation to get a clear picture of the issue is necessary.                                                                     

4. Mobilizing the entire International community against the Isralian faults could pressurize the nation to 

behave itself with regard to Palestine.                                                                                                                     

5. Continuance of the hard stand by international organisations like this of ESCWA would make Israel come in 

lines and provide the Palestinians their fair share. 

Conclusion:- 

 In fact, Israel must abandon its current strategy of arrogance and conflict-prone mentality, and instead heed 

to the recommendations of the international organizations and commissions. This would enable a 

broader, accomodative stance, and would be beneficial to the future of the two-state solution, or to the rights 

status of the Palestinians living within Israel. 

 

84. Examine the causes of recent tensions between the EU and Turkey. Also critically comment on 

ongoing political developments in Turkey and their implications for regional peace. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction:- 

 A constitutional referendum will be held in Turkey on Sunday, 16 April 2017. Voters will vote on a set of 18 

proposed amendments to the Constitution of Turkey. The amendments have been suggested by the AK Party 

and its leader, President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, as well as being agreed to by the opposition Nationalist 

Movement Party (MHP). 

Some Provisions on which Referendum will be held: 

1) Introduction of an executive presidency that would replace the existing parliamentary system of 

government 

2)The abolition of the Office of the Prime Minister 

3) The raising of the number of seats in Parliament from 550 to 600  

4) Changes in the Supreme Board of Judges and Prosecutors 

Demerits of the move: 

1) Erosion of the separation of powers  

2) Abolition of parliamentary accountability 

3) Executive president would have controls over the executive, legislative and judiciary. 

4) It threatened judicial independence and secular democratic values 

5) Arrests and political suppression can lead to violence 

Causes of recent tensions between the EU and Turkey: 

1) Overseas election campaigning, even in diplomatic missions, is illegal under Turkish law; yet most political 

parties in Turkey have flouted the law 

2) In early March, Several European countries, including Austria, Switzerland and the Netherlands, and some 

German towns, banned such rallies, raising security concerns as well as fear of domestic political 

repercussions. 

3) Turkey effectively removing the Dutch ambassador.  
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4) Threats from Turkey to scrap an agreement reached with Europe last year to curb the passage of migrants 

through Turkey in return for financial help from the EU. 

Implications for regional peace: 

1)Mr. Erdogan might win short-term political dividends from this ongoing spat, but in the longer run he is 

endangering both Turkey’s ties with Europe  

2) Endanger hundreds of thousands of Turks living in the continent 

3) Instability in region 

4) Can lead to formation of regional political Blocs. 

Way Forward: 

European countries could also have avoided extreme reactions, such as refusing to give landing rights to a 

plane carrying Turkey’s Foreign Minister. Such escalation is politically unwise, given the context in which Mr. 

Erdogan is running his campaign. Instead, the Netherlands and other countries could have opted for direct 

engagement with Ankara to avoid a showdown. After all, Turkey and Europe need each other. The EU is 

Turkey’s largest trading partner. 

 

85. What has eight years of international human rights engagement achieved in Sri Lanka? Do you 

think involvement of international human rights organizations has done  justice to affected 

local communities in Sri Lanka? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The 27-year old civil war of SL which ended in 2009, was criticized for its nature and blatant HR violations by 

international agencies. The Human Rights situation in Sri Lanka can be seen to be deteriorating by the day, 

which can be attributed to both the lacklustre initiatives of the government and less involvement of the local 

NGOs in improving the living conditions of the people. But some progress can be seen to have been made on 

international front since 2009. 

The achievements made by the international organisations are as follows : 

1. GLOBAL ATTENTION – They have ensured that the situation brought about by the four-decade long civil war 

in Sri Lanka receive sufficient global attention, in the context of the war crimes committed during the period. 

2. MONITORING – International forums like the UNHRC have issued periodic resolutions on the situation, and 

have monitored the progress achieved by the Sri Lankan government in addressing the human rights situation. 

3. COMMISSIONS – Their activities have ensured that the Sri Lankan government take such positive steps such 

as establishing an ” Office of Missing Persons”,  Lessons Learned and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) and 

the ” Truth and reconciliation Commission”. 

Facilitated formation of multiple CSO’s working for HR, and led to inflow of foreign funds. 

4. FIGHTING MAJORITARIANISM – Gave voice to minority groups too other than main adversaries – Sinhalese 

and Tamils. 

Progress on HR of local communities – 

However, the human rights situation in Sri Lanka has not been addressed properly by them in the context of 

providing justice to the affected communities, for the following reasons: 

1] War-torn regions- household income is one of the lowest. 

2] Unemployment rate hovering at 15℅. 
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3] Political vision for substantive reconstruction is missing. 

4] Tamils and Sinhala don’t seem to wanting a political solution. Rather they are fighting for separatism and 

majoritarian agenda. 

5] Assimilation of minority Muslims is also a challenge after they were evicted from North by LTTE in 1990s. 

6] The Problem of Caste taboo and marginal communities in North don’t have a little patch of land to avail 

housing grants. 

7] The constitutional reform agenda for more Inclusive development Seems to be confined to some experts 

and parliamentarians and no people voices consulted. With all this it is bound to fail again. 

8] Quest for centralisation is detrimental to meaningful devolution of power. 

9] State has been rather slow to address the issue of disappearances and military land grabs, these campaigns 

hardly address the economic deprivation of the missing people’s families and the predicament of the landless. 

10] The rights of women, fisherfolk, workers, oppressed castes and the northern Muslims seldom figure in 

popular human rights narratives. 

11] The grievance redressal process for the people is very slow and does not address the basic concerns of the 

people, due to the top-down approach of what needs to be done. 

12] There has been an over-emphasis on issues of Sri Lanka alone at the global human rights forum, with little 

groundwork being done by local communities, to improve their condition and little initiative to raise their 

voices against the weak government. 

13] There is a shift from the locally instigated Civil Rights movements, which were active in opposing the state 

repression of Northern Tamils. There is no more mobilisation of people at local level and the country just tends 

to wait on the international verdicts to justify their own future decisions. 

CONCLUSION – 

In short, the international human rights organisations have indeed performed a commendable task when we 

consider the larger political issues concerning the human rights situation in Sri Lanka, in the aftermath of the 

civil war. But, what must not be forgotten is that the diverse nature of the grievances of various communities, 

and even ethnic and religious minorities, need separate attention, which has not been accorded to them, with 

their grievances being clubbed with the goal of achieving reconciliation and stability for the whole country. A 

greater engagement, and involvement of persecuted communities on all fronts socio-eco-political is needed 

to foster environment of peace and equality in Sri Lanka. 
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