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General Studies – 1; Topic: Role of women and women’s organization, population and 
associated issues, 

Global Gag Rule 

1) Introduction 

 The Mexico City policy, also referred to as the global gag rule is a United States government policy 
that blocks US federal funding for non-governmental organisations that provide or give information 
about safe abortions 

 The anti-abortion rule, also known as the Mexico City policy, was introduced in 1984 by Ronald 
Reagan. 

 It has been reinstated numerous times since then by successive governments 

  Trump’s radical expansion of the policy includes all global health organizations that receive US 
government funding, thus widening the scope of Global Gag rule. 

 The US is the single largest donor to global health efforts, providing nearly $3bn through the United 
States Agency for International Development (USAid) alone.  

2) Negative Impact 

 It severely handicapped a host of non-governmental agencies in poor countries that provide family 
planning information and services to women 

 These agencies also often help women to deal with unplanned and unwanted pregnancies  

 International reproductive health community is naturally upset at an action that may be technically 
legal but is morally and ethically questionable 

 The ruling can cut off funds for crucial activities like HIV/AIDS prevention, contraceptive access, 
sexuality information, maternal and child health 

 Such impacts will be particularly strongly felt in countries in Africa, where the unmet demand for 
health, reproductive and contraceptive information and services is high  

 The rule can give indirect tool in the hand of government to crack down certain NGO’s. 

 It will deprive women of their right to bodily integrity. 

 In absence of access to scientific and modern methods of abortion, women with unwanted 
pregnancy will resort to dangerous medical procedures. Thus it will increase the women's mortality 
and defeat the purpose of decreasing MMR. 

 It will exaggerate the problem of population explosion in developing countries. 

 The policy could put millions of women’s lives at risk: one in 10 maternal deaths in developing 
countries are caused by unsafe abortions an estimated 20 million take place each year. 

 This blocks access to sexual and reproductive health services in the poorest and hardest to reach 
communities 

3) Positive impact 

 Mr Trump’s rule could have a “silver lining” if it led to an improvement in local services. 

 This could be a stimulus for other philanthropy to step in on abortion, both Indian and global, 

 The move may force the governments to relook into the issue of coercive abortions or involuntary 
sterilisations. For example Tribal women being forced to undergo sterilization in Government 
Hospitals 

 It can be indirect tool to fight female foeticide. 

 Also the rule only applies in case of abortion as a means of family planning, not abortion after a 
sexual attack or abortion to save the life of a pregnant woman. 
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 This policy will certainly provide a helping hand toward achieving better male-female ratio and 
stopping illegitimate abortion which is also risk to maternal health. 

 Global gag rule certainly put restriction on financial aid to organisation who involve in unethical 
abortion practice. 

4) Impact on India 

 Abortion is legal in India, but in some areas, 80 per cent of women do not know this.  

 Unsafe abortions kill one woman every two hours in India  

 Number of deaths from unsafe abortion would not fall until the procedure became freely available 
through public services. 

 There is a law permitting abortions, but we have not been able to put in place the necessary 
services across the country 

 Often because abortion is stigmatised, people choose not to visit the public system because they do 
not feel confident their privacy will be respected. 

 This policy represents a “subtle interference on the sovereignty of the Indian government’s policy, 
and also women's rights”. 

 8 per cent of maternal deaths happen because of unsafe abortion. This policy action could inhibit 
awareness and have a negative impact. 

 Gag rule meant that it restricted rights that already exist in India, including having an abortion in 
the first 20 weeks of pregnancy 

 For India, where an estimated 3m unsafe abortions occur, and which receives millions in US foreign 
assistance, this policy will lead to more suffering for women and their families 

 
 


