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General Studies – 2; Topic: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, 
features, amendments, significant provisions and basic structure. 

Education and the Constitution of India 

1) Introduction 

 Education is an instrument to strive towards excellence in all spheres of life. An investment in 
knowledge pays the best dividends. 

 Indian Constitution lays special emphasis on education and considers it necessary for the 
development of good citizens, society and State. 

2) Constitutional Provisions 

 Free and Compulsory Education 
a) Article 45 of the DPSP - “The state shall endeavour to provide free and compulsory Education 

for all children until they complete the age of fourteen years.” 

 Education of Minorities 
a) Article 30 relates to cultural and educational rights to establish and administer minorities 

educational institutions. 

 Education for Weaker Sections 
a) Article 15, 17, 46 safeguard the educational interests of the weaker sections, that is, socially and 

educationally backward classes of citizens and SCs and STs.  
b) Under Article 46, the federal government is responsible for the economic and educational 

development of the SCs and STs 

 Secular Education 
a)  Under the Constitution minorities are given full rights to establish educational institutions of 

their choice. 
b) Article 28 - Freedom to attendance at religious instruction or worship in certain educational 

institutions 
c) Article 30 - “The state shall not grant aid to educational institution maintained by the State on 

grounds only of religion, race, caste, language or any of them.” 

 Instruction in Mother -Tongue 
a) Constitution has been laid down that the study of one’s own language is a fundamental right of 

the citizens. 
b) Article 350 (A) -  Every state and every local authority must provide adequate facilities for 

instruction in the mother-tongue at the primary stage of education 

 Higher Education and Research 
a) Parliament has the exclusive rights to enact legislation in respect of institutions and Union 

Agencies mentioned in entries 63, 64, 65, and 66 of List. 

 Women’s Education 
a) Article 15(1) provides that the State shall not discriminate any citizen on groups only of sex. 
b) National Policy on Education was concerned about the status and education of women in the 

country. 

 Inclusive Education 
a) Article 337 - Special provision with respect to educational grants for the benefit of Anglo-Indian 

community 

3) Purpose of Education 
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 The purpose of education is not limited to subjects being taught and learnt 

 Education is an effort to help develop good human beings—and so to a better society.  

 The purpose of education is to develop a feeling and dedication for the country 

 Constitutional values aim education to help do away with caste.  

 To inculcate within people the feeling of their duty towards nation, nature and their people 

 To protect wildlife and nature as emphasised in fundamental duties. 

 To maintain the social and economic order of the country  

 To preserve the diverse and composite culture 

 To achieve excellence in all spheres of life 

 To develop scientific temper among the citizens 

 Development of Democratic Values in the People 

 Education should aim at evolving leadership, because without doing this education cannot make 
any real contribution to democracy 

4) Challenges 

 Constitution talks about morality and respect towards women, but in reality we see many instances 
of violence against women 

 Constitution mentions rationality and scientific temper but superstitious believes are present till 
date. 

 Even though Preamble mentions about Fraternity, we here about communalism and intolerance 

 More focus on building skills and getting jobs than inculcating wisdom or knowledge. 

5) Conclusion 

 Our Constitution has touched upon almost every aspect of personal and collective growth.  

  It is the duty of the State and the people to adhere to it and make the most of the guidance of our 
founding fathers. 

 
 


