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General Studies – 2; Topic: India and its neighbourhood - relations 

Common Ground for India - China on Afghanistan 

1) Introduction 

 Despite differences on a number of issues like NSG, U.N. designation of Masood Azhar as a 
terrorist, and the CPEC, India and China began to look for a “common ground” on Afghanistan  

 The Indian Foreign Secretary’s visit to China and a Strategic Dialogue is seen as an effort by both 
sides to “stabilise India-China relations” at a time the world is experiencing a new “volatility,” 

 This indicates a shifting global calculus due to the recent surprise foreign and trade policy moves by 
the new U.S. administration under Donald Trump. 

2) Cause for China's worry 

 This development comes against a backdrop of the growing threat of the Islamic State (IS) to China.  

 China wants greater global cooperation against the IS, which is also a reason why China has joined 
ranks with Russia in a bid to engage the Taliban in Afghanistan. 

 China is worried about the spill over effect of continuing instability in Afghanistan.  

 Afghanistan borders the autonomous region of Xinjiang, home to the largest concentration of 
Muslim Uighur minority group members in China 

3) Why there is need for cooperation on stability in Afghanistan? 

 The impact of Afghanistan’s destabilisation will be felt not only in Kashmir but also in Xinjiang  

 The Donald Trump administration yet to clarify its position on Afghanistan 

 China is keen to engage India that has built a reservoir of goodwill in Afghanistan 

 Afghanistan requested military aid from India and China on top of the billions of dollars from U.S.  

 China's huge investments in the region such as CPEC, under One Belt One Road initiative is heavily 
dependent on the stability of Afghanistan. 

 Both are major aid providers to Afghanistan and have played important roles in the so-called ‘Heart 
of Asia Process’ 

 India’s stakes 
a) New Delhi’s stakes in the stability of Afghanistan are huge and have economic and strategic 

dimensions. 
b) Economically, India sees Afghanistan as a bridge to Central Asia and a potential hub of regional 

prosperity.  
c) From the security prism, Afghanistan is critically important for India as anti-India Taliban 

networks, suspected to be supported by Pakistan, continue to operate from Afghanistan. 

4) Divergences in Sino-Indian positions on Afghanistan  

 For India, the main source of terrorism is Pakistan. For China, Pakistan is an important asset in its 
South Asia policy and an all-weather friend.  

 China continued to emphasise that its relationship with Pakistan was far more important than a 
regional approach on terrorism with India. 

 Issues on border dispute and Dalai Lama being invited to Arunachal Pradesh, has the potential to 
derail the whole process of cooperation. 

 New Delhi should not expect Beijing to change its Afghanistan policy significantly to suit Indian 
interests.  
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5) Way Forward 

 Joint development projects including capacity building could be undertaken by the two countries in 
Afghanistan 

 Both countries are affected by the new unpredictability, and we must work towards bringing down 
the volatility, instead of playing up our differences. 

 Stable, substantive, forward looking India-China relationship would inject a greater amount of 
predictability into the international system 

 New Delhi and Beijing need to strengthen the government in Kabul. 

 New Delhi needs to find ways to make China more sensitive to its concerns on CPEC 

6) Conclusion 

 China expressed its "admiration" for India's work on developmental projects, including the Salma 
Dam in Herat. 

 China is interested in working with India on Afghanistan suggests that new possibilities on regional 
cooperation are emerging, which India should not hesitate to explore. 

 The future of Asia depends on how the two regional giants relate to each other in the coming years. 

 Both have a key interest in Afghanistan and have a different set of relations with Kabul that if 
handled correctly could be complementary.  

 
 


