
                              Insights Mind maps 
 

www.insightsonindia.com Page 1 

General Studies – 3; Topic: Government budgeting; Conservation 

Budgetary Approach to Environmental Protection 

1) Introduction 

 Environmental protection and conservation has been gaining a lot of ground in the recent past with 
increased levels of pollution and rapid loss of biodiversity  

 A micro-analysis of the Union budget 2017-18 reveals various lacunae in the budgetary allocations 
for Ministry of Environment forest and Climate change (MoEFCC). 

2) Negatives 

 Budgetary approach to environmental protection appears to be as fragmented with attention paid 
only at the macro-level.   

 Absence of measures to boost alternative energy sources, place curbs on polluting industries and 
vehicles 

 Funding for renewable energy forms, solar use in rural areas, etc. has been reduced.  

 Meagre budgetary allocation 
a) In light of the increasing challenges faced by environment in India, budgetary allocation to the 

Ministry of Environment under various heads is inadequate.  

 Non-utilisation of funds 
a)  Under Centrally sponsored schemes (ex: Project Tiger, Project Elephant, Conservation of 

natural resources & ecosystems etc.) transfers made to the States and UTs remain grossly 
under-utilised. 

b) Project Tiger has utilised half the funds allocated to it.  
c) Otherwise these funds could have been used for an effective overhaul of several environmental 

issues. 

 Arbitrary allocation of funds 
a) Rise and slump in allocations; not based on receipts and expenditure of previous Financial Year 
b) Abrupt cuts in funding of flagship programs such as Project Tiger and National Tiger 

Conservation Authority (NTCA). 

 Less focus on priority issues 
a) The issues of forest management, resource conservation, pollution control and wildlife 

protection are interconnected, but they are treated in isolation 
b) With climate change and increasing air pollution, allocation to the Climate Change Action Plan 

and Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has been slashed 
c) Budget has “refrained” from stepping up allocations towards meeting India’s Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDC) commitments on renewable energy, energy efficiency and 
additional carbon sequestration. 

3) Positives 

 The Union Budget has made an  allocation of Rs. 2,675.42 crore to the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 

 An apparent increase by 18.88% from last year. 

 Renaming of ‘Clean Energy Cess’ levied on coal, lignite and peat as ‘Clean Environment Cess’ with 
an increase in the rate of levy to Rs. 400 per tonne. 

 Coastal zone management and clean energy funds have been increased 
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 Certain aspects like Solid waste disposal, biodegradable plants at Delhi and Jaipur, improved 
management of water resources and forestry though higher allocation of MGNREGA 

4) Way Forward 

 Much greater focus is required to reverse both inadequate budgetary allocation for the Ministry of 
Environment and its under-utilisation 

 Adopt sustainable development approaches to economic growth 

 Government has the prime responsibility of providing a safe and stable environment for the private 
sector to create wealth 

 Need to make a balance between rapid industrial growth at the cost of ecological health. 

 The model law on contract farming, if adopted by the states, can improve the efficiency in the use 
of land and reduce waste through the agricultural value chain. 

 The Government need to address issues related to aggravated environmental stress induced by 
intensive input, including water use and monoculture 

 The target of additional 2.5-3.0 billion tons of carbon sequestration alone will require an annual 
investment of about Rs 1 lakh crores 

  Linking transfer of grants to states with adhering to environmental targets 

 To address the problems of disappearing wildlife, deterioration of ecology and habitat destruction, 
the scientific, sustained and intensive measures of conservation are required.  

 A small step in this regard would be to acknowledge the role of the environment in budgetary 
allocations and ensure rational dedication of funds. 

 
 


