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General Studies – 2; Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social 
Sector/Services relating to Education 

Higher Education in India 

1) Introduction 

 India's higher education system is the third largest in the world, next to the United States and 
China. 

 Higher Education sector has witnessed a tremendous increase in the number of 
Universities/University level Institutions & Colleges since Independence. 

 Some institutions of India, such as IITs, NITs, IIMs have been globally acclaimed for their standard of 
education 

 However Indian higher education is in need of radical reforms. 

2) Reasons for lack of Higher Education 

 Due to financial hardship, inferior schools, and social compulsions for early marriage for girls, the 
majority of young people drop out of school. So they have no access to higher education. 

 For socially disadvantaged groups discrimination at workplace lower the rate of return from (and 
hence demand for) higher education for them compared to other groups. 

 Intensive entry examination preparation in coaching classes (or private tuition) with high fees is 
often out of reach for poor students. 

 NSS data in 2014 says nearly 60% of male students in the 18-24 age group cite financial constraints 
as the reason for discontinuing higher education 

 NSS data, say there are not enough government institutions nearby 

3) Concerns / challenges 

 The quality of most higher education institutions in India is abysmal.  

 The expansion in quantity of universities and colleges has often been at the expense of quality. 

 Extreme faculty shortage, deficiencies in library books, laboratory facilities, computer and 
broadband internet, classrooms and buildings, etc.  

 As much as 30 to 50% of faculty positions are vacant in many institutions. 

 Many faculty posts are filled by under-qualified “temporary” recruits. 

 Rote-learning, outdated curriculum and just cramming for exams.  

 Example: in a recent survey of M.A. 2nd year students in Economics in a state university in 
Maharashtra, only 11 out of 200 students could answer all of them correctly for 6 questions asked 
from class 6 mathematics. 

 Over all our research quality is much below the world average. 

 Thousands of students every year go abroad for college education.  

 Approximately 18.43 percent of engineering graduates are employable, which means 80 percent of 
them are unemployable.  

 The rise of IT sector and engineering education in India has boxed students into linear path without 
giving them a chance to explore and discover their passions. 

 Private institutions 
a) Two-thirds of enrolment in higher education are in private institutions 
b) Fees at private institutions are more than double those charged at government institutions. 
c) Politicians have entered into the business of higher education in a big way, turning colleges into 

lucrative degree-giving factories. 
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4) Recommendations 

 Separate provisions for school drop outs 
a) Provide vocational training to learn different skills such as Carpentry, welding, auto machines, 

driving, plumbing, etc.  
b) Attend 2 years course to have basic knowledge in humanities or commerce to acquire posts of 

teachers, clerk, accountants etc. 
c) Funds could be sourced from special cess, CSR and special tax on big industries. 

 Funding of higher education 
a) Sourced from Special cess, CSR, alumina fund, easy loans from banks, progressive fee structure 

etc. 
b) Incentivize students to take up higher education through generous grants, subsidized hostel 

accommodation, etc. 

 World class research universities 
a) India should set up 1 or 2 world class universities which should have all resources, funding and 

global exposure. 
b) Foreign direct investment in setting up higher educational institutions in India 
c) Link major R&D centres of country with government colleges in all states, to encourage 

inclusion of students in research initiatives in the country 
d) Adopting best practices of international universities in Indian universities. 

 Policy intervention 
a) Setting up Higher Education Commission (HEC) as recommended by Yashpal Committee to 

promote interaction across different departments and universities 
b) Revisiting the role of UGC as observed by Subramaniam Committee 
c) Strict enforcement of quality standards in all universities. Government should take stringent 

action against those universities who fail to do so. 

 Distance Learning Program 
a) Use of technology like online videos and courses for those who can’t afford to join higher 

education institutes  

 Improve quality of education 
a) More focus should be given on improving the quality of education at primary and secondary 

levels. 
b) Colleges can update their syllabus according to the needs of the industry and increase 

employability of youth 
c) Extensive use of computer-aided / on-line teaching, virtual labs, e-learning resources, 

connectivity with National Knowledge Network, etc 

 Political interference 
a) Political intervention should be minimized to make educational institutions autonomous and 

increased competition among them. 

 If India does not look at the collapse of its higher education closely not only will we be leading to a 
new brain drain but a collapse of aspirations. 

5) Recent Government Initiatives 

 IMPRINT INDIA 
a) It is a Pan-IIT and IISc joint initiative to develop a roadmap for research to solve major 

engineering and technology challenges 
b) Aims at direct research in the premier institutions into areas of social relevance. 

 GIAN 
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a) Global Initiative for Academics Network (GIAN), was launched as an initiative to attract the best 
foreign academics to Indian Universities of Excellence. 

b) Facilitate the partnership between Higher Education Institutions of India and other foreign 
universities. 

 NIRF 
a) National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) evaluates each higher education institution  
b) Participation in the NIRF would help the Indian educational institutions participate in the world 

rankings with greater confidence. 

 SWAYAM 
a) Study Webs of Active-Learning for Young Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM), is a Web portal where 

Massive Open On-line Courses (MOOCs) will be available on all kinds of subjects.  
b) E-education platform which proposes to offer courses from the high school stage to Post-

Graduate stage in an interactive electronic platform.  

 Saksham scholarship scheme 
a) The All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) is implementing Saksham scholarship 

scheme to provide support to differently abled students to pursue technical education. 

 Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 
a) Connecting higher education and society to enable technology and its use for development of 

rural areas.  
 
 


