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General Studies – 1; Topic: Distribution of key natural resources 

Strategic relevance of Water in today’s world 

1) Introduction 

 Water is an essential resource for which there are no substitutes.  

 Access to safe drinking water is vital for human wellbeing (UNDP 2006) 

 Achieving universal access to improved water supply and sanitation facilities by 2030 is one of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

2) Strategic relevance 

 The importance of water in the 21st century is comparable to that of oil in the 20th century 

 Protecting and sharing natural resources, particularly water, is critical to peace and security. 

 Oil has alternatives like natural gas, wind, solar, and nuclear energy. The only alternative to water is 
water. 

 Water and energy are closely linked. All energy sources require water for their production / 
extraction. 

 International trade is heavily depended on water as a means of transportation. Eg. Panama Canal 
carries out 50% of the trade between Asia and America. Drying up of river flow will disrupt the 
global economy. 

 Water is the most important component for growing food which is indispensable for survival. 

 Water plays an important role in maritime security too 

 It is essential for agriculture and hence for national food security.  

 water issues will continue to be a strategically important variable in foreign policy development 

3) Access to clean water improves 

 Education 
a) When students are freed from gathering water, they return to class.  
b) With proper and safe latrines, girls stay in school through their teenage years. 

 Hunger 
a) Access to water leads to food security. With less crop loss, hunger is reduced.  

 poverty 
a) Without clean water, the possibility of breaking out of the cycle of poverty is incredibly slim. 
b) For women and children especially, this crisis is real. It effects every minute of the day. 
c) Access to water can break the cycle of poverty. 

 Health 
a) About 80% of illnesses are linked to poor water and sanitation conditions. 
b) Clean and safe water is essential to healthy living. 
c) With this time lost to sickness is reduced and people can get back to the work of lifting 

themselves out of poverty. 

4) World Water Day 

 World Water Day is an annual event celebrated on March 22. The day focuses attention on the 
importance of fresh water and advocates for the sustainable management of freshwater resources. 

 This day was first formally proposed in Agenda 21 of the 1992 United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro. 
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 2016: Water and Jobs ("Better water, better jobs") - This theme shows the correlations between 
water and jobs  

 Water and jobs — is focusing on how enough quantity and quality of water can change workers' 
lives and livelihoods - and even transform societies and economies. 

5) Impact of Water Scarcity 

 Water scarcity is either the lack of enough water (quantity) or lack of access to safe water (quality). 

 Water scarcity is the result of myriad environmental, political, economic, and social forces. 

 Clean, safe drinking water is scarce. Today, nearly 1 billion people in the developing world don't 
have access to it.  

 Time lost during gathering water and suffering from water-borne diseases is limiting people's true 
potential, especially women and girls. 

 Education is lost to sickness. Economic development is lost while people merely try to survive. 

 As more people put ever-increasing demands on limited supplies, the cost and effort to build or 
even maintain access to water will increase.  

 Water’s importance to political and social stability will only grow with the crisis. 

6) Concerns / Challenges 

 Humans have proved to be inefficient water users. 

 According to the United Nations, water use has grown at more than twice the rate of population 
increase in the last century. 

 By 2025, an estimated 1.8 billion people will live in areas plagued by water scarcity 

 The challenge we face now is how to effectively conserve, manage, and distribute the water we 
have.  

 Drying up of rivers, changing climatic conditions and unpredictable patterns of rainfall is making it a 
challenge for countries to sustain irrigation. 

 International water disputes have been a contention for long. Eg Indus Water Treaty. 

 Rising population, pollution, reckless usage of our water reservoirs are increasingly putting 
countries to risk of water shortage 

 Various interstate and intercountry water disputes between upper riparian and lower riparian 
regions are testimony to the growing concern viz. Cauvery water dispute, Krishna water dispute, 
Teesta river dispute etc. 

 Because of climate change, the events like El Nino and La Nina cause water scarcity as seen with 
prolonged droughts in India and rising sea level in coastal areas like of Netherlands and Vietnam. 

7) Way Forward 

 The need to protect water resources and installations in conflict zones is clear.  

 UN Security Council will have to declare water a “strategic resource of humanity” and adopt a 
resolution to protect water resources and installations 

 Countries that share riparian systems will need to establish regional security arrangements to 
preserve and protect their resources.  

 Establishment of the Blue Fund for the Congo basin will help to mitigate climate change, create 
river-based employment, and promote collective security in an unstable region.  

 We need similar funds to emerge to protect all of the world’s 263 shared river basins and lakes. 

 It is imperative that countries take up mitigation and adaptation measures to deal with excesses 
like floods and drought while preserving every drop of water.  
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 Rainfall in India occur in large amounts during very short periods, such as during the monsoon 
periods and are not available for human use unless stored in aquifers, reservoirs, or tanks 

 
 


