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General Studies – 2; Topic: mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the 
protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections.  

Reservation System in India 

1) Introduction 

 Reservation in India is the process of facilitating a person in education, scholarship, jobs, and in 
promotions who has category certificates.  

 Reservation is a form of quota-based affirmative action. 

 Reservation is governed by constitutional laws, statutory laws, and local rules and regulations.  

 SC, ST and OBC, and in some states Backward Classes among Muslims under a category called 
BC(M), are the primary beneficiaries of the reservation policies under the Constitution – with the 
object of ensuring a level playing field. 

2) Aim of Reservation system 

 The reservation system aims to uplift the lower sections of society which, through the ages, have 
been exploited and deprived of rights and basic amenities. 

 They are supposed to become a part of mainstream society and, as a result, people will start 
accepting them. 

3) History Of Reservation System 

 The reservation system in India dates back to 2nd century B.C. where the upper class enjoyed 
certain added privileges. 

 A caste-based reservation system was originally thought of by William Hunter and Jyotirao Phule in 
1882.  

 The reservation system that exists today was introduced in 1933 when British Prime-Minister 
Ramsay Macdonald presented the ‘Communal Award’.  

 This made a provision for separate electorates for Muslims, Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians, 
Europeans and the Dalits. 

 This system was opposed by Mahatma Gandhi while B.R. Ambedkar supported it.  

 To counter this situation Poona Pact was signed, according to which country would have a single 
Hindu electorate, with seats reserved for Dalits. 

 In 1990s the recommendations of the Mandal Commission were implemented in government jobs 

4) Arguments for Reservation 

 The caste-based reservation cannot be claimed to be completely irrelevant as even today, the lower 
class is exploited and discriminated against after 62 years of the abolishment of untouchability as is 
evident in the case of Rohith Vemula. 

 Due to historical negligence caste based reservation are a political necessity in India. 

 Affirmative Action has helped many backward communities in getting education and jobs, which 
were denied them since long.  

 Though Meritocracy is important aspect, but is meaningless without equality. 

 To the great extent caste based reservation reduced the gap between upper and lower castes. 

 A study to measure the impact of reservations on efficiency, concluded that reservations have not 
hampered the efficiency of administration, rather they have enhanced quality.  

 The example of the Indian railways proves that where SC/ST employees are more in number, the 
results have been better. 
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5) Arguments against Reservation 

 Many people of lower castes have stepped up the social ladder and are now on an equal footing 
with the ‘general’ population. 

 On the other hand, many upper castes are still suffering from poverty and illiteracy.  

 The present reservation system can harm the economic structure of the country as it could bring 
down the efficiency of its labour.  

 Caste based reservation is one of the many issues which may develop into communal riots. 

 Many times economically sound people enjoyed the benefits caste based reservation, leaving aside 
real needy people. 

6) Recent Agitations 

 Recent agitations by the Patels/Patidars in Gujarat, the Marathas in Maharashtra and the Jats in 
Haryana demanding inclusion in the list of Socially and Educationally Backward Classes (SEdBCs) 

 These are dominant castes whose members are major landowners in their states.  

 The national and state backward class commissions have found that these communities are not 
socially and educationally backward and not inadequately represented in the services. 

7) Concerns 

  Castes that should be actually benefitted are not being benefitted, and the others are reaping the 
benefits of the reservation system  

 Today, the reservation system has just become a tool for politicians to gain vote banks.  

 The Jat agitation in Haryana resulted in several deaths, cancelation of hundreds of trains, and the 
loss of many working days in schools and workplaces across Haryana.  

 One community after another will start demanding reservations due to the success of others. 

8) Way Forward 

 Country needs a better basis of reservation which includes the poor and the backward groups and 
excludes the rich and the dominating sections among all castes. 

 The present reservation system requires serious amendments. 

 Before extending reservation to more groups, the entire policy needs to be properly examined, and 
its benefits over a span of nearly 60 years have to be gauged.  

 The benefits should flow to the vast majority of underprivileged children from deprived castes; not 
to a few privileged children with a caste tag. 

 We have to address the anger and aspirations of poor families among unreserved communities. 

 Along with improving school education outcomes, a more rational model of reservation based on 
equity and common sense must be envisaged. 

 The government’s responsibility now is to conduct regular surveys and re-examine the reservation 
policy in the present scenario.  

9) Conclusion 

 In Ashok Kumar Thakur v. Union of India, Justice Ravindran opined that when more people aspire 
for backwardness instead of forwardness, the Country itself stagnates. 

  If we would demand more and more backwardness, then it is obvious we cannot move forward, 
and our progress would ultimately get stagnant. 

 The idea of reservation policy should be maintained, and the actual backward classes who are in 
real and not fiction denied access to education, job opportunities etc be benefitted. 


