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General Studies – 1; Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies 

India’s Urban Landscape 

1) Drawbacks of Current model of urbanisation 

 The new Indian urban landscape is being designed around grand concepts such as smart cities and 
export-oriented industrial corridors.  

 Social and institutional barriers to the inclusion of migrants in urban life.  

  In our desire to be global, we are emulating outdated models of urbanisation 

 We are emulating the urban models of the European and American cities, which have means of 
attaining progress through colonization, extracting bullions and slave trade and such ways no 
longer exist for present day India 

 To attain growth through those grand models, the Government is pushing more debt-investments 
than investments in infrastructure development and industrialization to increase GDP. This will lead 
to debt slavery and inequality. 

 Cities built mostly on economic terms without considering or less importance to cultural and 
recreational aspects of human beings. 

 The cities do not cater for environmental disasters 

 Currently, India’s ongoing urbanisation offers little opportunity for inclusion of its disadvantaged 
populations.  

 Cities are not only mimicking the social and cultural structures of inequality and exclusion found in 
rural areas but they are also creating fault lines for future conflicts.  

 There is a growing phenomenon of ‘sons of soil’ or ‘outsider’ based abuse.  

 Politicisation of India’s urban spaces — often for so-called ‘vote-bank populism’ — is creating 
exclusionary barriers for new migrants and also fuelling their gradual disenfranchisement. 

 Common problems that impact the functioning of most Indian cities are multiple jurisdictions, weak 
revenue base and human resource capacity deficit.  

 Solution 
a) Decentralisation of planning, clear demarcation of the function and authority of urban local 

bodies (ULBs). 
b) Strengthening taxation base, better developed mechanism for devolution of funds for ULBs 

from state. 
c) Addressing the employment issues of the migrants by focusing more on urban industrialization.  
d) Rurban Planning, which creates growth at micro-level and impedes rural-to-urban migration 
e) Revamp urban local bodies, seamless connectivity with suburban areas/ farms. 
f) Inclusion for the elderly and the disabled, Safety of women and children. 
g) Climate mitigation to avoid situations like Chennai floods. 
h) Equity oriented citizen welfare program to minimise poverty through employment generation, 

housing, better education and skill development, improving health facilities with better 
sanitation and drinking water facilities. 

i) Availability of cheaper and environment friendly fuel for cooking and transport, cheaper and 
environment friendly mode of public transport, using environment friendly technologies such as 
rain water harvesting, solar devices  

2) United Nations Habitat III conference 
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 It provides a roadmap on how to point urbanisation towards a more positive direction, the one that 
leads to more jobs, cheaper housing, cleaner energy, better transportation and greater social 
equity  

 United Nations Habitat III conference will discuss and adopt United Nations’ New Urban Agenda. 

 The New Urban Agenda attempts to address the various opportunities and challenges that are 
associated with global urban development 

 The new agenda acknowledges urbanisation as a transformative force, calling it an engine of 
sustained and inclusive economic growth 

 With UN’s Roadmap to Urbanisation in Hand, It Is Time for India to Transform Its Urban Policy 
towards more sustainability. 

3) Urban planning in India 

 The numbers of urban planners are microscopic. Britain has 38 planners per 100,000 people. In 
India, the figure is just 0.23.  

 There are several urban local bodies without a single qualified urban planner.  

 Until recently, urban issues did not figure prominently in India’s public policy discourse due to the 
Gandhian maxim that ‘India lives in villages.’ 

 The scenario began changing slowly with the launch of the JNNURM in 2005 and with the present 
government's Smart Cities mission.  

 Smart Cities programme, rather than strengthening the elected municipal bodies, has further 
undermined their authorities by outsourcing managerial responsibilities to Special Purpose Vehicles 
and planning tasks to external consultants. 

 India’s urban population is likely to exceed 590 million people by 2030 — more than the total 
population of the EU. 

 Which means that over the next 15 years, we need to build 22 more cities like Bengaluru to 
accommodate the new urban residents.  

 The New Urban Agenda shows the right direction, but it is upon us to get the fundamentals of our 
urbanisation policy right. 

4) Indian cities, spaces of discrimination 

 Cities still remain the best hope for social mobility for millions of oppressed and marginalised 
communities 

 However they increasingly mirror India’s rural social and cultural realities, its entrenched caste 
system and social customs.  

 According to a recent study of spatial inequalities in 10 Indian populous cities, rapid growth in cities 
has not reduced spatial segregation by caste or religion.  

 Dalits and Adivasi are still heavily concentrated within certain geographical areas of cities, mostly in 
unauthorised settlements and poor neighbourhoods. 

 Indian cities are on slow but sure paths towards crises of various kinds, and it is vital to reverse the 
current trends of segregation and inequality. 

5) Housing Demand 

 As per the Economic Survey of India, EWS (economically weaker sections) and LIG (lower income 
groups) together account for 95.6 per cent of the urban housing shortage in the country 
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  Significant increase in the demand for housing in the urban context with the growth of smaller 
families. 

 The latest official Economic Survey states that there is a shortage of nearly 20 million homes in 
India. 

 Under Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana, government has proposed to build 2 crore houses for urban 
poor including Economically Weaker Sections and Low Income Groups in urban areas by the year 
2022 

 Challenges faced 
a) Supply-side constraints for low-cost and affordable housing include lack of availability of land, 

and finance at reasonable rates 
b) Real estate developers have primarily targeted luxury, high-end and upper-mid housing 

segment owing to the higher returns  
c) High gestation period of housing projects, limited and expensive capital, spiralling land and 

construction costs, are bottlenecks restricting the desired growth in housing stock in India. 

6) The road ahead 

 Focussed efforts on land and housing policy reforms 

 Delegation of power to urban local bodies 

 Fostering innovative housing finance, and reduction in project costs 

 Planned urbanisation and other initiatives of the government should ensure that towns and cities 
are free from slums  

 Adequate opportunities for gainful employment  

 Providing optimum quality of life to all citizens, including the marginalised sections of society. 
 
 


