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General Studies – 3 Topic: Resource mobilization 

Tobacco Control in India 

1) Introduction 

 Tobacco use is one of the main risk factors for a number of chronic diseases, including cancer, lung 
diseases, and cardiovascular disease 

 India is the 2nd largest producer and consumer of tobacco 

 The Government of India has enacted the national tobacco-control legislation namely, “The 
Cigarettes and other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and 
Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act, 2003” 

 India also ratified the WHO-Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO-FCTC) in 2004 

 For effective implementation of the Tobacco Control Law, to bring about greater awareness about 
the harmful effects of tobacco as well as to fulfil the obligations under the WHO-FCTC, the Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare, launched the National Tobacco Control Programme (NTCP) in 2007 

2) Economic cost of Tobacco 

 Tobacco use is closely linked with poverty throughout the world via high medical expenditures and 
loss in household earnings. 

 In China, for example, medical expenditure due to smoking was found to increase the urban and 
rural poverty rates by 1.5 per cent and 0.7 per cent respectively.  

 The economic cost of tobacco use in India has been estimated at Rs.1,04,500 crore per year.  

 Nearly one million tobacco-related deaths take place in India every year 

 Tobacco control has been categorised as a “pro-poor” policy by many countries. 

 India has made substantial progress on tobacco control since becoming party to the WHO 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. 

 This includes higher taxes on cigarettes and chewing tobacco.  

3) Protecting health of citizens 

 The government has a responsibility to protect the health of its citizens. 

 Many tobacco control policies have successfully reached India’s cigarette users, particularly the 
urban middle classes.  

 The rural poor have much lower access to TV and radio and thus do not necessarily benefit from 
campaigns warning against the dangers of smoking.  

 Similarly, smoke-free public places are less well enforced in rural areas 

4) pictorial warnings  

 In May 2016, the Supreme Court had directed that tobacco packs would have to adhere to the 85% 
pictorial warning norm as a public health requirement. 

 Larger images on both sides of the packet are the most effective and powerful way to communicate 
health risks  

 According to a new report by the Canadian Cancer Society, India is third among countries with the 
largest pictorial warning on tobacco products. 

 Indian Government has set up an example for making India a global leader and sending a strong 
message to the global community about India's commitment to reducing tobacco use and the 
sickness and poverty it causes 

 Nepal now has the largest warning requirements in the world at 90 per cent of the package front 
and back.  
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 Studies indicate that because of graphic warnings, 58 per cent of smokers in Canada and nearly 54 
per cent in Brazil and Thailand changed their opinion about the health consequences of smoking.. 

5) Vulnerability of children 

 Levels of tobacco consumption are higher among uneducated children and children from lower 
income groups 

 Companies are fully aware that the younger a person is when s/he begins to smoke; the more likely 
it is that s/he continues to smoke as an adult. 

 Early use is also invariably associated with more frequent use.  

 Ministry of Women and Child Development’s initiative to disincentivise the sale of tobacco products 
to children through stiff penalty is commendable; the real challenge will be in its enforcement. 

 Unlike in the developed countries where cigarettes are sold in licensed shops and outlets, “over 76 
per cent sale of tobacco products in India is restricted to unlicensed small shops. Policing them will 
be a huge challenge.  

 Solution 
a) A multipronged approach is necessary to keep the young ones away from tobacco 
b) Enforcing the ban on the sale of tobacco within a 100 - metre radius of schools coupled with a 

ban on advertisements on tobacco near schools should be a priority 
c) Schools can also spread awareness about tobacco use among students to make the product less 

appealing.  
d) A unique programme in Mumbai that focussed on imparting life skills and creating awareness 

on tobacco among economically disadvantaged schoolchildren helped prevent more than 50 
per cent of them from taking up the habit. 

e)  A steep increase in price will certainly prevent an overwhelming percentage of children from 
starting the habit and force many to quit. 

6) Challenges 

 The greatest barrier to raising taxes on bidis is the potentially negative impact this might have on 
bidi workers.  

 The present lower taxes on bidis will be discriminatory against the poor because it is they who 
suffer the greatest burden in terms of diseases caused by smoking 

 Since the Indian taxation structure is not linked to income growth and inflation, tobacco products 
get cheaper relative to income affordability.  

 Bidis remained tax disproportionately 

 Taxation policy remains non -uniform across the States 

 Involvement of police force still not uniformly possible as COTPA violations remains low priority 

 Local municipal bodies are not motivated equally across the States to take up relevant actions 

7) Solution 

 The government should ensure that all tobacco products, including bidis and smokeless tobacco, 
are taxed at the highest rate of the Goods and Services Tax 

 Tobacco taxation as a fiscal policy is a ‘win-win’ situation. It not only increases revenue generation 
but also reduces the consumption of tobacco, especially for the young and poor.  

 Dedicated funds often financed by tobacco taxes can help the rural poor to transition out of the 
tobacco industry or at least gain access to better welfare services.  

 Extra tax revenue from higher bidi taxes could be used to expand livelihood programmes, 
particularly home-based alternatives for women to bidi rolling. 
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 Excise duty hike and bigger, graphic pictorial warnings are easy to enforce and have the highest 
impact on tobacco consumption. 

 A comprehensive approach that includes education and awareness generation should be adopted 

 Curbing illicit sales of tobacco products, if they really exist, should be a high priority for the 
government and the companies 

 Public health campaign must continue apace with the enforcement of extensive curbs on smoking 
in public spaces. 

 
 


