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General Studies – 1 Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth 
century until the present- significant events, personalities, issues 

Bangladesh Liberation War 

1) Introduction 

 December 16, 2016 marks the 45th anniversary of Vijay Diwas, the day the Pakistan Army in East 
Bengal surrendered in 1971. 

 Bangladesh War of Independence was a revolution and armed conflict sparked by the rise of the 
Bengali nationalist and self-determination movement in East Pakistan and the 1971 Bangladesh 
genocide. 

 The war began with pre-emptive aerial strikes on 11 Indian air stations that led to the 
commencement of hostilities with Pakistan and Indian entry into the war of independence in East 
Pakistan on the side of Bengali nationalist forces. 

 Lasting just 13 days, it is one of the shortest wars in history. 

2) Reasons why India was drawn into the war 

 Reign of terror by Pakistani army in Bangladesh, lead to influx of migrants in Assam, West Bengal , 
Meghalaya which reached up to 10 millions. This posed risk to India's economic and political 
stability. 

  Being a closed economy, India was not in a position to continue spending resources for long and 
hence a long term solution to the problem was needed.  

 The large scale violence and genocide perpetrated by the Government of West Pakistan in the east 
created a huge flow of refugees into Indian Territory causing pressure on economy and society of 
India. 

 It was an opportunity before India to make a friendly nation at the eastern front for strategic 
reasons 

 Beside, having a hostile East Pakistan was hindering the development of north-eastern part of the 
country due to limited connectivity.  

 India was not the aggressor state, but Pakistan on 3rd December 1971 attacked India's airfield in 
the west. In retaliation India had to enter the war.  

3) Factors that led to India’s victory 

 Timing of war 
a) India chose to fight against Pakistan in the winter months when the Himalayan passes were 

snowbound thus cutting China's military support to Pakistan. 

 Decisive Leadership 
a) Indira Gandhi had been a hawkish leader known for her firm decisions.  
b)  Her stand didn't collapse even under US pressure by 7th Fleet Naval mobilization threat. 

 Diplomatic 
a) The then Prime minister Indira Gandhi sought international opinion to the cause of Bangladesh 

and made aware of India's unbearable burden of refugees. 
b) She build a consensus to force a UN resolution condemning the Pakistani atrocities in 

Bangladesh.  

 Military assistance 
a) India not only gave sanctuary to the Bangladeshi government-in-exile but also trained and 

equipped the Mukti Bahini. 
b) Large-scale usage of Indian Air Force compared to 1962 War against China.  
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c) Success of operations conducted by navy on western fronts by attacking karachi and blockading 
of eastern front by naval ships. 

 Mutual cooperation 
a) Mutual cooperation between Indian armies and Bangladeshi local population in the East 

Pakistan making it difficult for Pakistani armies to survive there.  

 To secure itself against a possible U.S.-China intervention in case events led to war, India signed on 
August 9 a 20-year Indo-Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation.  

4) Outcomes 

 Liberation of East Pakistan which resulted in the creation of a new democratic country called 
Bangladesh 

 Huge loss to Pakistan in terms of economic & military setback 

 Pakistan was reported to have lost half its navy, a quarter of its air force and a third of its army.  

 In 1972 the Simla Agreement was signed between India and Pakistan, the treaty ensured that 
Pakistan recognised the independence of Bangladesh 

 The war changed the geopolitical landscape of South Asia, with the emergence of Bangladesh as the 
seventh-most populous country in the world.  

 The war was a major episode in Cold War tensions involving the United States, the Soviet Union and 
the People's Republic of China.  

5) Gains made by India from the war 

 Altered the balance of power in South Asia by India emerging as major power. 

 India's lost pride and self-respect was restored which was lost in 1962.This sent the message to the 
world that India was able to protect its national interests. 

 It also solved the problem of 10 million refugees who gradually went to their home country. 

 The 1971 war demonstrated strength of Indian secularism where Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs, all 
stood together at the moment of crisis. 

 Creation of Bangladesh also made Jinnah's two nation theory invalid, as it was a partition of Muslim 
countries on the basis of language not religion. 

 1971 War had a huge impact and consequence regionally and globally and truly enhanced India’s 
’Prestige globally. 

6) Negative Impact 

 Large scale migration of Bangladeshis to India, in order to flee from persecution, led to massive 
social, political, administrative and financial challenges for India 

 In North East regions of Assam and Tripura, massive political unrest against Bangladeshi immigrants 
led to a major problem 

 Apart from drain of resources due to war and rehabilitation efforts various sanctions were imposed 
on India by nations such as USA 

7) 1971 war fail to bring peace between India-Pak 

 Pakistan still bears the scars of humiliation it bears from the defeat and wants to avenge India. 

 Parallel Military rule in Pakistan prevents the civilian government from taking any peaceful steps. 

 Pakistan continues to get military aids from foreign countries. Earlier US and now China have been 
providing support. 

 Pakistan has engaged herself in low cost asymmetrical warfare and continues it till now. 

 Boundary disputes also halt the peace-making process in the region  
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 Kargil was another manifestation of Pakistan army’s desire to revenge the humiliation of 1971. 

 The impact of that defeat on the psyche of the army as an institution even today cannot be denied 

8) Conclusion 

 Lasting 13 days, 1971 War covered infinitesimally short span of history but it is an event that has 
had lasting consequences, for India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, and their inter-se relations. The 
events of that time still resonate today. 

 
 


