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Topic: Functioning of judiciary __________________________________________________________________ 8 

1) Do you think vacancies are the sole reason for debilitating judicial delays in in Indian judiciary? Discuss. (200 Words) 8 

2) Do you support raking up of Balochistan issue by India’s Prime Minister in recent Independence speech? Substantiate. 

(200 Words) ________________________________________________________________________________________ 10 

3) In the light of the recent Haji Ali Dargah case verdict, critically discuss the issues arising out of intervention of courts in 

religious affairs and the significance of the Haji Ali Dargah verdict in upholding civil rights. (200 Words) ____________ 10 

4) “The Supreme Court order dismissing Common Cause’s writ petition seeking directions against the misuse of Section 

124A of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 is a monumental abdication of the judicial function.” Critically comment. (200 

Words) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 11 

5) Critically discuss why ensuring judicial reforms and accountability is imperative for India. (200 Words) ___________ 12 

Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges and 

issues arising out of these. ____________________________________________________________________ 13 

6) Recently, an address by religious monk marked the beginning of the monsoon session of the Haryana Vidhan Sabha. 

Do you think such an act is appropriate in a secular country like India?  Critically comment. (200 Words) ____________ 13 

Topic: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies ________________________________________ 14 

7) Should the Reserve Bank of India work independently of the government? Critically comment. (200 Words) ______ 14 

Topic:  Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal 

structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein ____________________ 15 

8) A research has shown that economic disparity within India’s States is among the largest in the world. Discuss the 

causes, especially the impact of economic reforms of 1990s. Also examine impact of this disparity on Indian society and 

economy. (200 Words) ________________________________________________________________________________ 15 

9) What are the reasons for the recurring River Cauvery crisis between Tamil Nadu and Karnataka? In your opinion, how 

both states could resolve this issue? Critically comment. (200 Words) _________________________________________ 16 

10) “Freedom of expression is a right, not a privilege; it is not for the state to extend it as a benefit to the people.” 

Critically comment. (200 Words)________________________________________________________________________ 17 

11) Recently, the Centre announced a special package for development of Andhra Pradesh. Do you think this special 

package is sufficient to meet Andhra’s post bifurcation challenges, or should it be accorded Special Category State 

status? Critically comment. (200 Words) _________________________________________________________________ 18 

12) For many years, successive governments have failed to address India’s health-care needs for a vast majority of its 

population. Critically discuss the reasons why state of affairs has persisted. (200 Words) _________________________ 19 

13) In recent years, India’s inter-state income disparity in increasing at an alarming rate. Critically examine the causes, 

its implications and remedies. (200 Words) _______________________________________________________________ 20 
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14) What are the grounds on which states in India are categorised as general and special? It is said that the special 

assistance package which is given to Andhra Pradesh is more than what the special category status could have brought 

in. Examine. (200 Words) ______________________________________________________________________________ 22 

15) Recently, the Supreme Court directed union government to constitute Cauvery Management Board. Discuss the 

importance of constituting such a body to resolve river water dispute between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. (200 Words)

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 24 

16) Reconciling diverse preferences of all the member States of the GST Council to determine a uniform set of indirect 

taxes across the nation is a huge task. How can GST Council accomplish this mission? Discuss. (200 Words) _________ 25 

17) In the light of recent GST Council meeting, critically examine if GST is going to be good for cooperative federalism or 

not. (200 Words) ____________________________________________________________________________________ 26 

Q) In your opinion, what options are available for Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to amicably solve River Cauvery water 

dispute? Critically examine. (200 Words) _________________________________________________________________ 28 

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their 

design and implementation ___________________________________________________________________ 29 

18) What do you understand by financial repression? How will it impact economy? Examine. (200 Words) __________ 29 

19) Recently, the union government appointed its nominees to the monetary policy committee (MPC). Examine how will 

MPC function. (200 Words) ____________________________________________________________________________ 30 

20) Critically discuss various concerns expressed on the initiatives of the Central Monitoring System (CMS), the National 

Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) and possible usage of Aadhaar data in NATGRID. (200 Words) _______________________ 31 

21) In the light of the Baloch leader Brahamdagh Bugti’s asylum claim, what foreign policy implications and legal issues 

could India face if it agrees to grant him asylum? Examine. (200 Words) _______________________________________ 32 

Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the performance 

of these schemes ____________________________________________________________________________ 33 

22) Do you think it’s time to make MGNREGA scheme target oriented than retaining its universal nature? Substantiate. 

(200 Words) ________________________________________________________________________________________ 33 

Q) What are the drawbacks of setting targets for social welfare schemes? Illustrate with examples. (200 Words) _____ 33 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health ________ 34 

23) Enumerate all the criticisms made against the draft Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016. (200 Words) _____________ 34 

24) Locally or globally, mosquito-borne viruses are in various states of evolution and emergence, fuelled directly by the 

weapons humans use against them, from pesticides to drugs. Discuss the causes and mechanism of emergence of 

mosquito borne diseases such as Zika and India’s readiness in dealing with such diseases. (200 Words) _____________ 35 

25) Critically examine some of the important points of contention raised by various stakeholders associated 

with conducting the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET). (200 Words) ________________________________ 37 

26) Do you think home or community schooling should be encouraged in India to provide better education to children? 

Discuss its merits and demerits. (200 Words) _____________________________________________________________ 38 

27) Recently the World Health Organisation officially recognised Sri Lanka as malaria free country. How did Sri Lanka 

achieve this feat? What lessons should India learn from Sri Lanka? Examine. (200 Words) ________________________ 39 
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28) Recent incidences such as a tribal man carrying his dead wife over his shoulders for last rites have revealed shocking 

and persistent neglect of health infrastructure in 21st century India. Critically discuss reasons for dismal health 

infrastructure and measures needed to address systemic problems of healthcare sector in India. (200 Words) _______ 40 

29) Recently, the Union cabinet cleared a proposal to set up a higher education financing agency (HEFA). Discuss why it’s 

setup and how would it impact higher education sector in India. (200 Words) __________________________________ 43 

30) Experts argue that the union government should involve state governments to improve quality of higher education 

in India. Examine the role of states in higher education and challenges they face in this regard. (200 Words)_________ 44 

31) The death of several people in Delhi linked to an outbreak of dengue, chikungunya and malaria has once again 

exposed the inadequacy of national public health programmes that aim to eliminate vector-borne diseases. Why has 

India failed and what it should do to eliminate vector-borne diseases? Discuss. (200 Words) ______________________ 45 

32) Recently, the Supreme Court directed the Centre to ask States to end the oppressive practice of sterilising women in 

large camps. Examine the significance of this directive. (200 Words) __________________________________________ 46 

33) “Malaria control in India is seriously affected by the fact that the knowledge once gained through painstaking 

research and fieldwork by entomologists is ignored.” In the light of the statement, critically discuss why India is failing to 

fight Malaria. (200 Words) ____________________________________________________________________________ 47 

34) Do you think there is insufficient copyright protection for reputed publishers of educational books in India? In the 

light of recent Delhi High Court verdict on rights of students to photocopy portion of textbooks, critically examine how 

does India’s copyright law seek to balance interests of publishers and students. (200 Words) _____________________ 49 

35) The Central government recently announced the setting up of the Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA), 

conceived as a special purpose vehicle to accrue and disburse funds to certain institutions of higher education in the 

country. Examine objectives of HEFA and concerns expressed against it. (200 Words) ____________________________ 50 

36) Discuss the significance of the Marrakesh VIP Treaty. Examine why India’s role in its implementation is hailed as 

model for other countries to follow. (200 Words) __________________________________________________________ 51 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of vulnerable 

sections ___________________________________________________________________________________ 52 

37) “By institutionalising child labour in family-based occupations under the age of 14 years and permitting the 

employment of children in many hazardous occupations, India has failed its children.” In the light of the new Child 

Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Bill 2016, critically comment. (200 Words) ______________________ 52 

38) Discuss the objectives and significance of the draft Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction Bill, 2016. (200 

Words) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 54 

39) Discuss the pros and cons, and challenges of implementing universal basic income (UBI) in India. (200 Words) ____ 54 

40) “Reservation is a necessary remedy for discrimination against Dalits today. But it does not remedy “past” exclusion 

from rights to property and education. Compensation is the appropriate remedy for the latter form of discrimination.” 

In the light of recent atrocities against the Dalit community, critically comment on the statement. (200 Words) ______ 56 

41) In 2014, the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2014 was unanimously passed in Rajya Sabha. Recently, 

the government has drafted a new Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016.  Compare both the versions 

and critically comment on features of the the 2016 Bill. (200 Words) __________________________________________ 57 

42) Refugees are often seen as harbingers of socioeconomic instability in host countries. Do you agree? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) _______________________________________________________________________________ 59 
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Q) Examine why there is a demand for diluting provisions of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention 

of Atrocities) Act? Do you think this demand should be accepted? Critically comment. (200 Words) ________________ 60 

Topic: Pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity. _____________________ 61 

43) “If concurrent Lok Sabha and Assembly elections were to be a reality, it would go against the political diversity 

essential for addressing the social diversity of India.” Elaborate. (200 Words) __________________________________ 61 

Topic: Role of civil services in a democracy. _______________________________________________________ 62 

44) In the light of the tenth anniversary of the Supreme Court’s judgement in the Prakash Singh case, critically comment 

on the need for police reforms and measures already taken in this regard. (200 Words) __________________________ 62 

Q) Do you think IAS officers serving in their home-state are less efficient and corrupt? Giving reasons, discuss the areas 

for reform of Indian Administrative Service.  (200 Words) ___________________________________________________ 64 

Topic: e-governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; ________________________ 65 

45) Recently, the Supreme Court of India made it mandatory for the police to upload within 48 hours a First Information 

Report (FIR) drawn up by it suo motu or on a complaint. Discuss the significance of this ruling and challenges in its 

implementation. (200 Words) __________________________________________________________________________ 65 

46) Write a note on the Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS). (200 Words) ______________________________________ 66 

Topic: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability ______________________________ 67 

47) Recently it was reported that the government think tank Niti Aayog could be setting up a behavioural economics 

unit. Discuss the significance of this move for India. (200 Words) _____________________________________________ 67 

48) From 1995 to 2014, 999 suicides were reported inside Indian prisons. What measures should government, courts and 

other related institutions take to prevent deaths in prisons? Critically examine. (200 Words) _____________________ 68 

49) The World Trade Organisation’s (WTO) Appellate Body has declared certain domestic content requirements (DCRs) 

in India’s Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission (JNNSM) illegal. Should India comply with this ruling? Discuss. (200 

Words) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 69 

50) Do you think the Lodha Committee’s report on the administration of the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 

is an intrusion into affairs of otherwise well governed sport in India? Critically examine. (200 Words) ______________ 70 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 72 

51) “India’s relations with Egypt do indeed reflect the twists and turns in Indian foreign policy in the Middle East.” 

Discuss. (200 Words) _________________________________________________________________________________ 72 

52) It is said that there is a special case for India and Africa to collaborate in health. Discuss why. (200 Words) _______ 73 

53) Do you agree with the view that the LEMOA is a critical link in the U.S.’s plans for a larger pivot towards Asia. Also, 

that it is intended to meet the threat from an increasingly assertive China? Critically comment. (200 Words) ________ 74 

54) What was Nehru’s idea of Non-Alignment? In the light of recent LEMOA agreement, do you think India has departed 

from its Non-Alignment principle? Critically comment. (200 Words) __________________________________________ 75 

55) Why was G-20 formed? Do you think the annual gathering of G-20 leaders has outlived its usefulness? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) _______________________________________________________________________________ 76 
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56) Discuss the features and priorities of the U.S. and India’s growing collaboration on innovation and entrepreneurship. 

(200 Words) ________________________________________________________________________________________ 77 

57) Critically assess the efforts made towards achieving economic integration of SAARC nations. (200 Words) _______ 78 

58) Briefly discuss the history of Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and causes of erosion of its authority over the years. In 

your opinion, how can NAM reinvent itself become relevant again? Comment. (200 Words) ______________________ 79 

59) Critically examine the impact of the APTTA (Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement) on India’s relations with 

Pakistan and Afghanistan. (200 Words) __________________________________________________________________ 81 

60) Analyse both sides of the arguments made against India signing the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement 

(LEMOA) with the US. (200 Words) ______________________________________________________________________ 82 

61) Discuss the issues and challenges that India should deal with in upcoming BRICS and BIMSTEC summits. (200 Words)

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 83 

62) The Congo crisis of 1960s is said to be an excellent instance of India’s active role in securing the international order. 

Examine why. (200 Words) ____________________________________________________________________________ 84 

63) Do you think India still continues to neglect its Look East Policy? Critically examine. (200 Words) _______________ 85 

64) Do you think the “SAARC minus Pakistan” plan has a better chance of addressing South Asia’s many challenges? 

Critically examine. (200 Words) ________________________________________________________________________ 86 

65) The increasing number of Russia-Pakistan joint military exercises have raised many questions. Is there a shift in 

Russian geostrategy and linkage with China that is impacting Moscow’s relations with India? Have India’s own foreign 

policy shifts and new relations set off a reaction in Russia? Critically examine. (200 Words) _______________________ 87 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations ______________________________________________________ 89 

66) “..the most important benefit of the Balochistan strategy is that it gives India the option of responding forcefully to 

Pakistan’s own use of (terrorist) force against India without fearing nuclear escalation.” Elaborate. (200 Words) _____ 89 

67) “Myanmar fulfils a vital role not only in ensuring and promoting peace and security in northeast India but also in its 

economic growth and well-being.” Discuss. (200 Words) ____________________________________________________ 89 

68) What do you understand by ‘migrant smuggling’? Examine the causes of migrant smuggling from Bangladesh to 

India, and its impact on India and Bangladesh.   (200 Words) ________________________________________________ 91 

69) There are myriad other pressing issues beyond constitutional amendment and other political matters where the 

Nepal-India relationship is presently wedged. Which are these issues that India and Nepal should work together for 

mutual benefit? Critically analyse. (200 Words) ___________________________________________________________ 93 

70) With coming of new government in Afghanistan in 2014, it was said that India had suffered setback in its 

relationship with Afghanistan. Is there any turnaround in India’s fortunes lately? Critically analyse. (200 Words) _____ 94 

71) Critically analyse efforts made by India to mend its relations with Nepal and Afghanistan in recent months. (200 

Words) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 95 

72) In the wake of recent terrorist attack by Pakistan backed terrorists on Indian soldiers, do you think India should 

continue its strategic restraint stance? What other options  should India explore? Critically comment. (200 Words) ___ 96 

73) Analyse India’s refugee and asylum policy.  (200 Words) _________________________________________________ 97 
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74) Critically analyse how the socio-economic status of people living in Northern Sri Lanka has improved since the defeat 

of LTTE. (200 Words) _________________________________________________________________________________ 98 

75) A non-military option of the abrogation of the 56-year-old Indus Waters Treaty by India – that defines the water-

sharing arrangement for six rivers of the Indus basin that flow through both India and Pakistan – is suggested to teach 

Pakistan a lesson. Should India do this? Critically comment. (200 Words) ______________________________________ 99 

76) Do you think India’s own lack of coherent strategy is to blame for Pakistan’s repeated involvement in sponsoring 

terrorist attacks against India? Critically examine. (200 Words) _____________________________________________ 100 

77) From India’s point of view, what are the the pros and cons of the Indus water treaty? Examine. (200 Words) ____ 101 

78) How did India and Pakistan solve Indus river water sharing problem? Do you think both countries can resolve their 

other bilateral problems in the same manner? Critically examine. (200 Words) ________________________________ 102 

79) Examine the merits and demerits of all the non-military options before the government for a strong response to 

the  recent Uri attack by Pakistan sponsored terrorists.  (200 Words) ________________________________________ 103 

80) Do you think recent surgical and pre-emptive strikes by Indian forces against terrorist bases in PoK region is a 

paradigm shift in India’s foreign policy vis a vis Pakistan? What will be its consequences? Critically examine. (200 Words)

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 105 

Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, ___________ 106 

81) A recent report from the International Labour Organization found that more than two-thirds of South-East Asia’s 9.2 

million textile and footwear jobs are threatened by automation.  How will automation impact consumers? Are there any 

lessons for India from this finding? Examine. (200 Words) __________________________________________________ 106 

82) Recently the Supreme Court directed the government to take a final decision on introducing ‘totaliser’ machines for 

mixing votes from various booths before counting. Why has Supreme Court given this directive? According to political 

parties, what are the merits and demerits of introducing totalisers? Examine. (200 Words) ______________________ 107 

83) Critically examine American President Obama’s record in advancing nuclear disarmament agenda since he gave his 

famous Prague speech on this issue in 2009 and the stance of countries with nuclear record, including India, to Obama’s 

Prague agenda. (200 Words) __________________________________________________________________________ 108 

84) Recently, North Korea conducted its fifth nuclear test. Why is it a matter of concern? In your opinion, how should 

rest of the world, including India, deal with North Korea? Justify. (200 Words) ________________________________ 109 

85) “The agreement reached between Russia and the United States in Geneva on a ceasefire in Syria is perhaps the best 

opportunity for a solution to the five-and-a-half-year old civil war.” Do you agree? Critically comment. (200 Words) _ 110 

86) Do you think Russia is becoming a dictatorship state from an authoritarian one? How will it affect India’s interests? 

Critically comment. (200 Words)_______________________________________________________________________ 111 

Q) It is said that the recent G20, ASEAN and East Asia summits have become platforms for USA to advance its agenda 

of putting an end to the economic and geopolitical advance of Beijing. Examine. (200 Words) ____________________ 113 

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate _________________ 114 

87) Recently, the EU 28 minus 1 leaders met at Bratislava to discuss the post-Brexit world. Examine the roadmap 

outlined in the Bratislava Declaration and how the EU wants to resolve some of the pressing issues it’s facing. (200 

Words) ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 114 
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Q) Discuss the key factors behind the G-20’s lacklustre performance in recent years. In your opinion, what can India do 

to make G-20 meetings more meaningful and outcome oriented. (200 Words) ________________________________ 115 

88) It is crucial to effectively use the UN and its multilateral platforms to advance India’s long-term global interests. Is 

India effectively utilizing them? Critically examine the challenges and potential. (200 Words) ____________________ 115 

89) Why achieving truce in Syria has become difficult? Do you think international institutions have failed Syrian people? 

Critically examine. (200 Words) _______________________________________________________________________ 117 
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GS - II 
Topic: Functioning of judiciary 

1) Do you think vacancies are the sole reason for debilitating judicial delays in in 

Indian judiciary? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Judicial delays is a multifaceted problem and vacancies is certainly one of the most important factors 

leading to delays.  

Some of the other factors which lead to judicial delays are : 

   Laws, as laid down by the Supreme Court and high courts in a large number of areas, is unclear 

and inconsistent. This necessitates constant and overlapping appeals clogging the system. While 

disposing such cases, very rarely are timelines followed.  

 In the recently enacted Commercial Courts Act, 2015, strict timelines as well as case management 

provisions have been carefully incorporated. Unfortunately, similar provisions in the Code of 

Civil Procedure have been held by the Supreme Court to not bind the inherent discretion of 

courts to extend time or grant repeated adjournments. 

 The potential for alternative dispute resolution (ADR) methods, such as arbitration, to reduce 

judicial delays has not been explored owing to the constant interference of courts. 

o  A recent study found that the Supreme Court admits 41 per cent of all cases filed 

before it for hearing a staggering number for the highest constitutional court of a 

country.  

 Low quality of lower judiciary: 

o  The quality of justice, particularly in the lower judiciary, is often perceived as 

unsatisfactory. 

 NJAC controversy : 

o According to experts, the Supreme Court striking down the National Judicial 

Appointments Commission (NJAC) is a missed opportunity of reforming a system that it 

itself recognised as flawed. 

• Enormous burden in the form of civil and criminal appeals. 

o dealing with mundane disputes like quarrels between land lords and tenants which have 

little bearing on the larger public interest. 

o court's inability to devote itself substantially to the determination of important public 

questions 

o number of cases decided by constitutional benches has steadily declined from the time of 

the court's inception. From 1950-1954-15% cases were handled by constitutional benches 

but in 2005-2009 -only 0.12% cases. 

• Two judges benches are vested with enormous power of ruling on significant  matters of public 

importance like section 66 A, Suresh Kumar Koushal vs Naz foundation in the section 377 ban.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/02/3-think-vacancies-sole-reason-debilitating-judicial-delays-indian-judiciary-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/02/3-think-vacancies-sole-reason-debilitating-judicial-delays-indian-judiciary-discuss/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-road-to-genuine-reform/article9062437.ece
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o In recent times, it is a matter of regret that some major decisions involving interpretation of 

the Constitution were delivered by two-judge Benches, whereas such significant questions 

ought to have been decided by at least a five-judge Bench.  

o The verdict reversing the Delhi High Court decriminalising homosexuality and the judgment 

upholding criminal defamation are two examples. 

• Supreme court using the pliability of its power to grant special leave  to often intervene in 

mundane disputes 

• Judicial activism by dealing with PIL's. 

• Refusal to switch over to technology and lack of computerization in courts delays the justice 

further. 

•  The lack of transparency in the functioning of the system, the absence of a culture of openness 

and willingness to engage with civil society, academics and other stakeholders, and near absolute 

lack of quality statistics on the functioning of the system, the judiciary escapes accountability 

• Session court judges are not fearless to write clear judgements 

Yes: 

 The Judiciary holds vacancies responsible for creating delays, bringing justice delivery to a grinding 

halt for several litigants.  

 To a certain extent this is true. Judicial system in India is very slow.  

o As of December 2015, 51.2 per cent of all cases pending in the subordinate courts have 

been pending for more than two years and 7.5 per cent for more than 10 years; in the 

high courts the corresponding figures are 68 per cent and 19.22 per cent 

 The government and the collegium have been unable to agree on a Memorandum of Procedure 

for appointment of judges  

 The government has neither cleared nor returned the files sent by the collegium regarding several 

high court appointments and vacancies. 

  Based on statistical data high vacancies have been endemic to the higher judiciary. 

 Even if the current impasse between the executive and judiciary were to end, vacancies would not 

be even substantially filled because  

o vacancies are a product of a systemic lack of incentives for persons of high  quality and 

integrity to take up judgeships.  

o Judicial pay is poor, pensions are poorer. 

o Further, the collegium which selects judges and elevates them to the Supreme Court is 

a closed brotherhood.  
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2) Do you support raking up of Balochistan issue by India’s Prime Minister in recent 

Independence speech? Substantiate. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Yes: 

 India to declare moral and diplomatic support for the freedom movement in Balochistan, while 

calling for a peaceful resolution of the conflict. 

 Baluchistan can be much more than a negotiating card to contain Pakistan's proxy terrorism. 

 A free independent Baluchistan can act as a antidote to Pakistan China anti India coalition. 

  To be a great power in the world India has to take risks. India has always stood for the righteous 

sufferers as seen in its role in liberation war of Bangladesh 1971. A successful Balochistan policy 

premised on India’s historical association with just causes would also lead to forging of successful 

Pakistan policy. 

 Experts believe this might distract Pakistan’s interference in Kashmir. India's Balochistan strategy 

could indeed become what dissuades Pakistan from further fuelling the Kashmir crisis. 

 Pakistan is now compelled to defend its performance in Balochistan and focus on blunting any 

Baloch separatist narratives that may take advantage of the situation to paint Balochistan as a 

dispute to be internationalised – akin to Kashmir 

 This is an acknowledgement of the state-sponsored atrocities unleashed by Pakistan on people 

which it calls its own and an attempt to muzzle opposing voices.  

 The effort was to internationalise the violations of human rights by acknowledging Baloch struggle 

and expressing empathy with the long-suffering people.  

 India also has a moral obligation towards Balochistan. 

Negatives: 

 China and Pakistan relation with India will be very tensed  

  India’s policy of not interfering in internal affairs of other entities might be compromised. 

 India runs the risk of scoring tactical victories at the risk of sacrificing its grand strategy of regional 

stability 

3) In the light of the recent Haji Ali Dargah case verdict, critically discuss the issues 

arising out of intervention of courts in religious affairs and the significance of the 

Haji Ali Dargah verdict in upholding civil rights. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Haji Ali Dargah  verdict :- 

 The Bombay High Court held that the exclusion of women from the inner sanctum of the Haji Ali 

Dargah by the Dargah Trust violated not only their fundamental right to religious freedom but also 

their right to equality and non-discrimination under the Indian Constitution.  

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/03/3-support-raking-balochistan-issue-indias-prime-minister-recent-independence-speech-substantiate/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/03/3-support-raking-balochistan-issue-indias-prime-minister-recent-independence-speech-substantiate/
http://www.epw.in/journal/2016/35/editorials/dangerous-gamble-balochistan.html
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/balochistan-pakistan-pm-modi-independence-day-speech-2977638/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/08/2-light-recent-haji-ali-dargah-case-verdict-critically-discuss-issues-arising-intervention-courts-religious-affairs-significance-haji-ali-dargah-verdict/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/08/2-light-recent-haji-ali-dargah-case-verdict-critically-discuss-issues-arising-intervention-courts-religious-affairs-significance-haji-ali-dargah-verdict/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/08/2-light-recent-haji-ali-dargah-case-verdict-critically-discuss-issues-arising-intervention-courts-religious-affairs-significance-haji-ali-dargah-verdict/
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-equality-of-entry/article9081673.ece
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Issues: 

Positives: 

 

 On Article 25, relying upon the long-standing religious freedom jurisprudence of the Supreme 

Court, the Court first invoked the “essential religious practices test” – i.e., was the exclusion of 

women from the inner sanctum of a shrine an “essential” or “integral” part of Islam. 

 The Dargah Trust was a public charitable trust, and the Dargah was a public space open to all. 

Hence, Article 26(b) was not attracted. Even if Article 26(b) was attracted, it was overriden by 

Articles 14, 15 and 25(1) 

 The exclusion of women from the inner sanctum of the Dargah violated their rights under Articles 

14 (equality), 15(1) (non-discrimination) and 25(1) (freedom of religion) 

Concerns: 

 Over the past few years, cases of this sort – which involve issues of fundamental rights, religion, 

and gender equality, among others, have seen much judicial grandstanding.  

 There have been broad and sweeping statements, which do not stand up to rigorous scrutiny, very 

little attention to the Constitution and to legal doctrine, and the privileging of rhetoric over reason.  

 

Significance of the verdict:- 

 In holding that women were entitled to police protection, if needed, to exercise their right to equal 

access, the court placed the state firmly on the spot for effectively guaranteeing and enforcing 

the constitutional rights of individuals, even against their own communities 

 it dexterous handling of the fraught and tense stand-off between the claims of individual rights and 

gender equality on the one hand and tradition and religious values on the other is commendable. 

 The court refrained from making grand, rhetorical claims about Islam and gender equality  

 It limited itself to considering the material placed before it by the Dargah Trust.  

o It’s important to note here that unlike many other cases before it, the Court did not here get 

into the question of whether the exclusion of women from the dargah was a “religious” 

question or not. 

o  It simply held that the Trust was never authorised to deal with matters of religion, and that 

therefore, Article 26(b) was not even attracted in the first place. 

4) “The Supreme Court order dismissing Common Cause’s writ petition seeking 

directions against the misuse of Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 is a 

monumental abdication of the judicial function.” Critically comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Yes,it is a monumental abdication of the judicial function : 

 A precedent laid down in 1962 interpreting the sedition law continues to be understood and 

applied by the police in good faith, with no pressure from the state or central governments. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/17/5-supreme-court-order-dismissing-common-causes-writ-petition-seeking-directions-misuse-section-124a-indian-penal-code-1860-monumental-abdication-judic/
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 In carrying out arrests and slapping charges, the police and the governments have rarely obliged 

to the restrictions .Successive governments have blatantly used Section 124A to stifle the voice of 

dissent and to further their political goals 

 Based on the Supreme Court view it is apalling to hear intolerant actions to book Karnataka leader 

for her views of Pakistani people that they are similar to Indians under section 124A. Similarly 

regarding considering amnesty international under sedition law might not be feasible as based on 

the SC judgement as it does not overthrow the government or has not invited to violence. 

 The court failed to overlook misuse and misapplication of Section 124A (sedition) by successive 

governments leading to routine persecution of students, journalists and intellectuals engaged in 

social activism. 

No:- 

 Supreme Court in the case of Kedarnath vs State of Bihar, explained the scope of sedition law. It 

ruled that vigorous words in writing and very strong criticism of measures of government or acts of 

public officials, would be outside the scope of Section 124A.  

 The Supreme Court further observed: 

o  A citizen has a right to say or write whatever he likes about the government, or its 

measures, by way of criticism or comment, so long as he does not incite people to violence 

against the government established by law, or with the intention of creating public disorder. 

 The Supreme Court gave importance to article 19 where freedom of speech can be expressed but 

not to incite violence as the Constitution has also upheld. 

5) Critically discuss why ensuring judicial reforms and accountability is imperative 

for India. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Why ensuring judicial reforms and accountability is imperative for India: 

 Backlog of cases: 

o In the current system, where almost 30 million cases are pending, it takes anywhere 

between 12 to 15 years for a judgment. 

 Slow judgement : 

o In many cases, what is being dispensed as justice after so many years of litigation is flawed. 

 Speedy justice is not only our fundamental right but also a prerequisite for maintaining the rule of 

law and delivering good governance. In its absence, the judicial system ends up serving the 

interests of the corrupt and the law-breakers. 

 Trade, commerce, manufacturing, services, personal safety hinge on the effectiveness of the rule 

of law. Therefore, judicial reforms should be made the prime development agenda. 

 A need definitely is there to make judiciary accountable, as derogation of values in judiciary is far 

more dangerous than in any other wing of the government as judiciary has to act as the guardian of 

our constitution. 
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 The courts in India enjoy virtually absolute and unchecked power unrivalled by any Court in the 

world. In these circumstances, it is absolutely vital that judges of the superior judiciary be 

accountable for their performance and their conduct. 

What is needed? 

 Judicial system should be accessible and effective for the poor 

 Accountability of judges 

 Transparency in court proceedings and appointments of judges 

 Creation of a transparent, full-time independent judicial complaints commission to investigate 

complaints against judges 

 Implementation of the RTI 

 Setting up an All India Judicial Services 

 Use of information technology tools for better court/ time management 

 Making the bar and the bench sensitive and accountable towards issues of social justice. 

 

Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges 

and issues arising out of these. 

6) Recently, an address by religious monk marked the beginning of the monsoon 

session of the Haryana Vidhan Sabha. Do you think such an act is appropriate in a 

secular country like India?  Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The act is inappropriate because of many reasons: 

 Constitutional questions: 

o The  constitutional provisions and the rules of the House do not permit it to be addressed by 

anyone who is not constitutionally authorised to do so 

o Under the Constitution of India's article 175 only the governor is authorised to address the 

legislative houses.  

o The only exception to this practice is when the President of India addresses the members in 

the assembly chamber when he is on a visit to the state. 

 Legislative house is a place of sanctity: 

o According to the rule 384 of the rules of procedure of the Lok Sabha the Chamber of the 

House shall not be used for any purpose other than the sittings of the house. 

  The legislature is a proud symbol of the sovereignty of the nation. Its purity, sanctity and integrity 

can’t be preserved and protected if the country is ignorant or careless about the historic traditions 

which give it pride of place in our constitutional set-up.  

 Inviting a religious leader inside the publicly elected Assembly goes against the principle of 

secularism. The State is expected not to discriminate, patronise or meddle in the profession of any 

religion. 
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 Only elected representatives, ministers and Assembly officials are allowed inside the House. Non-

elected people are not allowed to enter or speak inside the Assembly.  

 Media reports from Haryana say that the monk was seated above the Chairman and Governor. If 

true, this demeans the Constitutional posts. 

 While speaking on a range of issues, the monk took a jibe at Pakistan. Indo-Pak ties constitute a 

highly sensitive matter, and when a religious leader speaks about it inside a state Assembly, it 

definitely becomes a matter of concern. 

 From the administrative point of view did the administration give considerable thought to the 

appropriateness of nudity in public office. 

However some feel the act is criticise stop much because: 

According to constitutional experts, the House is the master of its opinion. The wisdom of the House cannot 

be questioned. It would have been against the spirit of the constitution if it had happened in the session. 

But technically the monk did not address the Assembly as it was adjourned, so it’s not a matter of 

Constitutional protocols, but a matter of propriety. 

 

Topic: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies 

7) Should the Reserve Bank of India work independently of the government? 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes: 

 Because of the independence it experienced only it could control or manage monetary liquidity, 

price stability, exchange rate stability, and later on financial stability also. 

 More independence has to be reconciled with more personal accountability on the part of the 

governor as well as that of other financial institutions 

 There are a number of studies that have revealed that there is a reverse relationship between 

inflation and independence of the monetary authority; the higher the independence of the central 

bank, the lower the inflation 

 Multiple layers of scrutiny, especially by entities that do not have the technical understanding, will 

only hamper decision making. 

 India needs a strong and independent RBI to ensure macroeconomic stability. 

No: 

 In Emerging economies like India characterised by underdeveloped financial markets, with 

inefficient transmission mechanism and government ownership of financial institutions, 

independence could rather be harmful. 

 In many EMEs, especially those transitioning from socialist economies, banks and financial 

institutions are owned by the government. 
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 Central bank has multiple objectives, then there is an increased need for coordination with the 

government to jointly face challenges 

 Main objective of macro policy is GDP growth, financial stability, financial inclusion and trade-off 

between inflation and employment, then critically high coordination is necessary between different 

apex institutions, not independence. 

Topic:  Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the 

federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein 

8) A research has shown that economic disparity within India’s States is among the 

largest in the world. Discuss the causes, especially the impact of economic reforms 

of 1990s. Also examine impact of this disparity on Indian society and economy. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Fact: 

 In 1960, the top three States were 1.7 times richer than the bottom three. By 2014, this gap had 

almost doubled, with the top three States being 3 times richer than the bottom three. 

Causes: 

 In the period from 1990 to 2015, the disparity between the richest and the poorest State 

doubled.  Pre-1990 and post-1990 look like almost two different eras in India’s history of economic 

diversity among States.  

 priorities of a more prosperous State will be quite different from those that are still very poor. 

 Policies over decades encouraged by the political leadership also led to economic disparities 

between states. 

 Cultural diversity also hinders labour mobility. It is difficult for a Hindi speaking Bihari to go and 

work in Tamilnadu. 

 Lack of connectivity led to the underutilisation of potential of northeast. 

 Lack of development and violence led to states like Chattisgarh, Jammu and Kashmir , Jharkhand 

etc left behind  

 Some of the states had geographical advantages like huge coastline which brought more 

opportunities vis a vis landlocked states 

 Also some states like Bihar have been frequently flood prone leading to lack of resources. 

 Because of the economic disparities among states private investment went to states which were 

already well developed. 
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Impact on Indian society: 

Negatives: 

 Leads to more disparities and differences among different states  

 Migration to economically developed states leads to migrants being treated as second class citizens 

ultimately leading to social unrest. 

 Urban areas are under huge pressure to accommodate everyone 

 Social indicators get neglected in the underdeveloped states because of lack of funds and the 

political will  

Positives: 

 Because of migration cumulative of different communities happens and people learn to coexist 

Impact on Indian economy: 

 Doubts by the states like Tamilnadu that indirect tax reform like goods and services tax would lead 

to erosion of fiscal autonomy of states  

 Generally according to Economic theory in the global arena the poorer regions grow faster to catch 

up with the richer States but in India trends of an exacerbating divergence among its large States is 

going on and the richer States are continuing to grow faster. 

 Huge gap in per capita income 

 Employment in developed states is more than the under developed  

 Demographic dividend would hugely be under-utilised. 

9) What are the reasons for the recurring River Cauvery crisis between Tamil Nadu 

and Karnataka? In your opinion, how both states could resolve this issue? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Reasons for recurring River Cauvery crisis between Karnataka and Tamilnadu:- 

 

 The two States continue to avoid any mutual engagement to share the shortfall during distress 

years.  

 There is no permanent, independent mechanism to ensure this like Cauvery management board 

which the Cauvery tribunal recommended in 2007. 

 When it comes to the Cauvery waters, the property rights definitions of upstream Karnataka and 

downstream Tamil Nadu (TN) are divergent. 

 Prime driver of the conflict is the Government’s inadvertent incentivisation for paddy cultivation, 

in order to satisfy its avowed purpose of “food security”. This increase happened mostly in the 

Karnataka part of the basin (by almost 25 per cent), while the area in Tamil Nadu basin remained 

more or less the same. 
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 MSP: 

o With relative market prices moving in favour of paddy, there has been a shift in acreage 

from ragi to paddy, thereby increasing total water consumption manifold, as crop-water 

requirement of paddy is almost 15-20 times of that of ragi. 

 The State-level driven decentralised structure for water management in the basin has failed. 

Further decentralisation may aggravate conflict. 

How can the states resolve the issue? 

 

 Experts will have to devise a sustainable agricultural solution for the Cauvery basin, as the river 

does not seem to have the potential to meet the farming requirements of both sides.  

 In a world of depleting water resources, fewer crop seasons and lower acreages, a resort to less 

water-intensive crops and better water management hold the key.  

 Non-political initiatives, such as the ‘Cauvery Family’, a body formed a few years ago covering 

farmers of both States, could help disperse the clouds of hostility that gather over the border 

whenever the Cauvery crisis erupts.  

 The desire to protect one’s own interests should not shut out empathy for one’s neighbour. 

 A two-pronged approach is called for:  

o First, the perverse incentive structure through the MSP regime of paddy has to be reversed. 

A more innovative pricing approach with region-specific MSPs needs to be adopted. 

o Second, from the institutional perspective, there is an utmost need for a strong river basin 

organisation (RBO) that can take a basin-level approach to water management 

10) “Freedom of expression is a right, not a privilege; it is not for the state to extend 

it as a benefit to the people.” Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background:- 

 Article 19(1)(a) of the constitution of India which guarantees the right to free speech 

and  expression absolutely allows for criticism of the government. 

Negatives: 

 SC stated that the free press is the heart and soul of political intercourse and is a public educator, 

but this freedom is not absolute and cannot be used by the media to cause injury to an individual’s 

precious reputation. 

 Article 19(2), limits this freedom, and accords the state the express authority to make laws that 

establish reasonable restrictions on speech, on various grounds, including contempt of court. 

 court said that the right to free speech cannot be used to undermine an individual's right to dignity 

and reputation 
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Positives: 

 The court agrees that the voice of dissent or disagreement has to be respected and regarded and 

not to be scuttled as “unpalatable criticism.” 

 In a case filed against Arundathi Roy for contempt of court the Supreme Court gave the judgement 

in favour of Roy for being critical of the system including judiciary. 

 Supreme Court has quashed the controversial Section 66A of the Information Technology Act 

(amended in 2009) and Section 118(d) of the Kerala Police Act. Section 66A has been repeatedly 

invoked to staunch dissent and even the mildest criticism of political figures in the country. The 

judgment strengthens democratic freedoms as a whole, especially since the Internet today in India 

has become a virtual public sphere and a lively arena of discussion and debate. 

 Sedition was not included in Article 19(2), it implied that a more liberal understanding was needed 

in the context of a democracy. They made a clear distinction between strong criticism of the 

government and those words which excite with the inclination to cause public disorder and 

violence. 

11) Recently, the Centre announced a special package for development of Andhra 

Pradesh. Do you think this special package is sufficient to meet Andhra’s post 

bifurcation challenges, or should it be accorded Special Category State status? 

Critically comment. (200 Words)  

The Hindu 

Special package is sufficient to meet and head bifurcation challenges:- 

 It meets most of the reasonable expectations of a State struggling to recover from bifurcation and 

dealing with the imminent loss of the capital city, Hyderabad. 

 The Polavaram irrigation project was declared a national project; a railway zone was to be formed 

in the State and the Central Board of Direct Taxes was to issue two notifications on tax concessions. 

special package can be used to boost growth and create conditions for employment generation. 

Why Andhra should be accorded special category status? 

 Following the bifurcation of A.P., Andhra lost a large volume of its revenue due to Hyderabad 

remaining the capital of Telangana. 

 2014 bifurcation has left the successor state with several disadvantages and a revenue deficit of 

approximately Rs 20,000 crore. 

  70% of the revenue of undivided AP came from Hyderabad, which is now in Telangana. October 

2014’s Hudhud cyclone and drought-like conditions in some districts last year compounded 

problems. 

 The successor state now wants a level playing field in the form of Special Category status, with 

central funding and tax concession benefits. 
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 The previous government had promised to bridge the revenue deficit, apart from industry 

incentives, a special development package, assistance to develop the state capital, and Special 

Category status. 

 The expectations from the Centre in the form of funding to build the capital, Amaravati, the 

Polavaram dam, and infrastructure projects like Metros in Vijayawada and Vizag, have not 

fructified.  

 AP has lost significant resource base and is at a disadvantage compared with its revenue-surplus 

neighbours. 

No it should not be accorded special category status: 

 A.P. does not qualify as a Special Category State; it has neither geographical disadvantages such 

as hilly terrain nor historical disadvantages such as socio-economic and infrastructural 

backwardness and unviable finances. 

 The policy of granting Special Category status has been discontinued as per the 

recommendations of the 14th Finance Commission, and a new funding pattern has been drawn 

up. 

 Over and above the 10% hike, AP will get a special grant of Rs 350 crore from the Centre per 

year for the development of 7 backward districts — it has already received Rs 700 crore for the 

last 2 financial years. 

 Granting Special Category State status is not mentioned in the AP Reorganisation Act, 2014, and 

therefore, it is not mandatory for the Centre to grant that status to AP.  

In AP, Special Category State status is more a matter of prestige, pride, and assuaging hurt 

feelings. 

12) For many years, successive governments have failed to address India’s health-

care needs for a vast majority of its population. Critically discuss the reasons 

why state of affairs has persisted. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Reasons why this state of affairs persisted are: 

 India’s health-care infrastructure is largely inadequate to serve its vast population : 

o The total number of hospitals and health-care professionals, public and private included, 

fall short of addressing the total demand for health-care services, despite being large in 

numbers. According to the latest KPMG report, around 80 per cent of all doctors and 75 per 

cent of dispensaries serve 28 per cent of the country’s population. 

 Dismal health-care expenditure has aggravated the inadequacy of our health-care infrastructure: 

 India accounts for over 17 per cent of the world’s population while spending less than 1 per cent of 

the world’s total health expenditure. India's total healthcare expenditure stands at 4.1 per cent of 

GDP, which is among the lowest in the world. 
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 The way these funds are disbursed to the States and utilised adds to the problems. There is 

usually a considerable delay of funds disbursed for utilisation in critical government schemes 

rendering them ineffective. 

 Moreover, the funds allocated for skill building of health-care professionals are usually not 

utilised owing to lack of such human resources. 

 problems of governance deficit and regulatory capture arise due to myriad laws and regulations 

which impede the normal development of this sector: 

 A large number of institutions and health-care providers like doctors, equipment manufacturers, 

drug companies, and hospitals are not formally recognised by the state due to a host of laws and 

regulations. This has inhibited access to health care. 

 The inefficiency in the sector also creeps up with the widespread corruption that ails both the 

public and the private sector. 

 The lack of awareness and monitoring of diseases as well as the steps needed to eradicate them 

pose a serious challenge to the health-care problem. 

 India remains one of the few countries where both communicable and non-communicable 

diseases are so largely prevalent. The changing disease patterns and increase in antibiotic 

resistance pose another serious challenges to the health-care sector. 

13) In recent years, India’s inter-state income disparity in increasing at an alarming 

rate. Critically examine the causes, its implications and remedies. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Fact :- 

 By the year 2014, the gulf between the richest state Kerala and Bihar, still the poorest, had 

doubled. 

 India’s experience is at odds with those of states/provinces in the US and China, and the member 

states of the European Union. The incomes of constituent units in the US, China and EU have either 

converged or at least have not diverged. 

Causes: 

 Inter-state disparities in growth of GSDP have increased post economic reforms period. In general 

the richer states have grown faster than the poorer states, leaving the backward states struggling. 

o The important factor responsible for the deterioration in the financial position of the poorer 

states is the decline in the tax GDP ratio of the Centre in the post-reform period and the 

consequent decline in the  

transfers to the states through devolution as recommended by the Finance Commissions. 

 The faulty planning process has been responsible for that. The striking regional disparities, 

inherited from colonial rule of over two centuries, have increased in the post-independence era 

because of faulty unified and centralized planning, political structure and social traditions. 
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 Rate of divergence has increased since the initiation of economic reforms as the value of gini 

coefficient has increased, intermittently. 

 There are wide variations on account of social and demographic indicators such as poverty ratio, 

IMR, literacy rate, which plays an important role in the development of standard of living. 

 Many of the states such as West Bengal have seriously deteriorated fiscal health. Some other 

states have been able to sustain fiscal health in quite satisfactory condition. 

 High inequalities in infra-structural facilities, easy availability of skilled labour and raw material 

along with the investment friendly policies of state governments gave impetus to entrepreneurs to 

select developed regions for the expansion of their activities. 

 The developed states are characterized by progressive land tenures whereas most of the less 

developed states were under the exploitative tenures. Similarly, the developed states have good  

governance which resulted in effective utilization of resources and delivery of public services with 

improved infrastructure development. 

 However, in the backward states, the central transfers and external resources in terms of 

development projects could not yield the desired 

 Results due to malpractices and prevailing high level of corruption. 

 The Green Revolution has solved the food problem of the  country but has created the regional 

imbalances in agricultural development. 

Implications: 

Negatives: 

 The three poorest states Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh  in the  are also the three with 

the highest TFR in India, and are behind the lower middle-income countries’ average, according to 

World Bank data. 

 Patterns of labour migration :- 

o Since the states with higher TFR are also struggling to provide better livelihoods, they will be 

natural exporters of labour to more prosperous states. This can create a social and political 

backlash against migrants in the recipient states, as has already been seen in states like 

Maharashtra. 

 There is the problem of redrawing the boundaries of Lok Sabha constituencies. According to 2011 

census figures, one Lok Sabha member from Rajasthan represents, on an average, a million people 

more than their counterpart in Kerala. The next delimitation will necessarily boost the political 

capital of Rajasthan at the expense of Kerala.  

 The interstate disparities may set the stage for some clashes in the GST council. The poorer and 

more populous states which are simultaneously net consumers will demand lower GST rates while 

the prosperous and net producing states will vie for higher rates. 

 The inter-state disparity in the milieu of increased fiscal devolution post the Fourteenth Finance 

Commission awards and the centralization of indirect taxation are going to produce a struggle. 

 Leads to more disparities and differences among different states  
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 Migration to economically developed states leads to migrants being treated as second class 

citizens ultimately leading to social unrest. 

 Urban areas are under huge pressure to accommodate everyone 

 Social indicators get neglected in the underdeveloped states because of lack of funds and the 

political will  

 Generally according to Economic theory in the global arena the poorer regions grow faster to catch 

up with the richer States but in India trends of an exacerbating divergence among its large States is 

going on and the richer States are continuing to grow faster. 

 Huge gap in per capita income 

 Employment in developed states is more than the under developed  

 Demographic dividend would hugely be under-utilised. 

Positives: 

 Because of migration cumulative of different communities happens and people learn to coexist 

Impact on Indian economy: 

Remedies: 

 Female literacy is the best antidote to rising TFR and female labour participation an effective way 

to boost per capita income 

 Promoting states for their specialities Orissa rich in natural resources, North eastern states for 

tourism plantations etc.. 

 Implementing measures to reduce poverty. 

 Making boundaries of the state easy to govern. 

 Encouraginging startup and self-employment in rural areas. 

14) What are the grounds on which states in India are categorised as general and 

special? It is said that the special assistance package which is given to Andhra 

Pradesh is more than what the special category status could have brought in. 

Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Grounds on which states in India are categorised as general and special:- 

The classification of States into general and special categories was done by the Planning Commission based 

on five considerations, namely: 

(i) hilly and difficult terrain 

(ii) low population density and /or sizeable share of tribal population 

(iii) strategic location along borders with neighbouring countries 
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(iv) economic and infrastructure backwardness and 

(v) non-viable State finances. 

How is special assistance package better than special category status: 

 The Central government has already legislated the tax incentives in terms of additional 

investment allowance and accelerated depreciation.  

 The assistance package announced by the Central government is generous by any account and 

certainly more than what the special category status could have brought in. 

 It has given Rs.3,979 crore as revenue gap grant, which is more than three times the amount 

recommended by the Fourteenth Finance Commission for 2016-17 (Rs.1,293 crore). 

 Similar facility to cover revenue gaps in the future too has been promised.  

 It has already given Rs.2,500 crore for building the new capital and has promised an additional 

Rs.1,000 crore. 

 An amount of Rs.1,050 crore has been disbursed as a special package for backward areas.  

 The Central government has agreed to meet the entire expenditure of the Polavaram project on the 

Godavari river which at 2011 prices was expected to cost Rs.16,010.45 crore.  

 In addition, the package includes the establishment of several educational institutes. The Cabinet 

Committee has also given an in-principle approval for the establishment of a major port in 

Dugarajapatnam on public-private partnership basis, and there are proposals to set up units of 

Steel Authority of India and Indian Oil Corporation.  

 There are also proposals for the expansion of the international airport at Visakhapatnam and 

airports at Vijayawada and Tirupati. 

 The National Highways Authority of India and Railways too have been directed to improve road and 

rail connectivity.  

 Never in the history of this country have bifurcated States received such a generous package even 

when they were extremely backward 

Special package is not enough but special category status is needed: 

 Following the bifurcation of A.P., Andhra lost a large volume of its revenue due to Hyderabad 

remaining the capital of Telangana. 

 2014 bifurcation has left the successor state with several disadvantages and a revenue deficit of 

approximately Rs 20,000 crore. 

 70% of the revenue of undivided AP came from Hyderabad, which is now in Telangana.  

 October 2014’s Hudhud cyclone and drought-like conditions in some districts last year compounded 

problems. 

 The successor state now wants a level playing field in the form of Special Category status, with 

central funding and tax concession benefits. 
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 The previous government had promised to bridge the revenue deficit, apart from industry 

incentives, a special development package, assistance to develop the state capital, and Special 

Category status. 

 The expectations from the Centre in the form of funding to build the capital, Amaravati, the 

Polavaram dam, and infrastructure projects like Metros in Vijayawada and Vizag, have not 

fructified.  

 AP has lost significant resource base and is at a disadvantage compared with its revenue-surplus 

neighbours. 

15) Recently, the Supreme Court directed union government to constitute Cauvery 

Management Board. Discuss the importance of constituting such a body to resolve 

river water dispute between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 

Background: 

 

 The Cauvery Water Dispute Tribunal mandated the establishment of the Cauvery Management 

Board to ensure implementation of and compliance with its 2007 final order on  

the sharing of the river waters, mainly between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, but also with Kerala and 

Puducherry.  

 The board is a permanent body under the Union Ministry of Water Resources 

 

Importance of the board: 

 

 The water-sharing dispute can be handled in a scientific and responsible manner by a legally 

constituted technical body. 

 Assess the ground realities in the Cauvery river basin. 

 This will set up a well-designed communication network in the Cauvery basin for transmission of 

data and a computerised control room for data processing to determine the hydrological 

conditions, including distress, if any.  

 The CWC is to establish additional gauging stations as required at feasible sites at/near the border 

of Kerala and Karnataka, where Kabini and its tributaries enter Karnataka so as to monitor inflows 

from Kerala.  

 The Cauvery Management Board is to also set-up its machinery and devise methods to determine 

the quantum of unutilised water to be received from Kerala by Tamil Nadu through Kabini and its 

tributaries, and ensure delivery in Tamil Nadu at the common border. 

 It will monitor the situation with the help of the Cauvery Regulation Committee and the state 

authorities. 

 The area of focus will be the available storage position in the Cauvery basin, along with the trend 

of rainfall and will make an assessment about the likely inflows which may be available for 

distribution amongst the party states within the overall schedule of water deliveries 
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 It has to ensure that the states construct proper Hydraulic structures at all important anecut sites 

in the basin, with provision of appropriate regulation mechanism, besides regular monitoring of the 

withdrawals at such diversion structures on the part of the state.  

 However with the irrigation practices and the increase in cultivation of water sensitive crops, 

agricultural practices need to be looked into to conserve water. 

16) Reconciling diverse preferences of all the member States of the GST Council to 

determine a uniform set of indirect taxes across the nation is a huge task. How can 

GST Council accomplish this mission? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

GST can accomplish this mission based on the following : 

 Instead of focussing on RNR it is better to guarantee a minimum for each State:  

o Guaranteeing the States a minimum amount of GST revenues will relieve them of the risks 

of tax buoyancy. Every State can be guaranteed a minimum combined GST (Central and 

State GST) revenues for a period of five years or a State election, whichever is earlier. 

 A simple and low standard GST rate should be set to incentivise tax compliance and boost overall 

tax collections. 

 Different States have different thresholds under which businesses are exempt from State taxes. 

o Typically for large States, any business with an annual turnover of less than Rs.10 lakh is 

exempt.  Raising this threshold for GST exemption from the current average of Rs.10 lakh to, 

say, Rs.40 lakh can incentivise existing small businesses to grow faster, thereby creating new 

jobs. While outwardly, this may seem unfair to the smaller States, they may actually stand 

to gain in the longer run as this can attract larger businesses to smaller States where land 

and labour are ostensibly cheaper. 

 Minimal categories of exemption: 

o  Petroleum and petro products along with sin goods such as alcohol and tobacco are already 

exempt from the current GST law, allowing States to levy appropriate taxes on these goods. 

o With a guaranteed minimum GST revenue for each State for a certain period and an overall 

low GST rate, it is in both the interest of the States and the Centre to then not allow for any 

more goods or services to be exempt from GST. 

 Incentivise States for GST collection:  

o  Since GST is a destination tax concept, it is best to give each State the greater responsibility 

to collect both Central and State GST taxes within its State. The more the States collect, the 

more they get back. 

Concerns: 

 Guaranteed revenue stream and a minimum GST rate can be potentially hazardous to the Centre’s 

fiscal situation. In the impossible trinity of keeping rates low, reimbursing States and keeping fiscal 
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prudence, it may be worth relaxing fiscal discipline, as an investment into the future of a smooth 

functioning GST. 

17) In the light of recent GST Council meeting, critically examine if GST is going to 

be good for cooperative federalism or not. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Implications of GST for cooperative federalism: 

Negatives: 

 GST council: 

o GST Council as a constitutional body impinges on the legislative sovereignty of both 

Parliament and the State Legislatures. It also completely jeopardizes the autonomy of the 

States in fiscal matters.  

o  The existing mechanism of the Empowered Committee of State Ministers which dealt with 

VAT issues is adequate. No statutory GST Council is required. 

o Furthermore, the decision making rule and voting weightage in the proposed Council are 

completely unacceptable. They give the Government of India an effective veto in the GST 

Council and no distinction is sought to be made amongst the States in weightage. 

o The rates for both, the CGST and the SGST, will be fixed by the GST Council, whose members 

will be State finance/revenue ministers and chairman will be the Union finance minister. 

Once the rates are set by the GST Council, individual States will lose their right to tax 

whichever commodities they want at the rates they want. 

o All states have exactly one vote. The express purpose of the GST Bill is to concentrate on 

manufacturing and achieve excellence so that the same product is not manufactured locally 

with sub-optimal efficiency in every state for tax reasons.  

o That being the case, it is natural there are going to be only a few manufacturing states 

while the rest will be consuming states.  

o To have a council where the manufacturing state has one vote whereas all other states, 

likely consumers, also have a vote each is unfair. 

o Governments that were elected laid an emphasis of social spending. Sometimes they paid 

for it by levying new forms of indirect taxes. What the GST does is take this power away 

from a state government.  

 The ability to raise tax resources independent of the GST framework is now severely curtailed. 

 Taking away the discretion of individual states on taxing a range of goods and services. 

  What will happen to the panchayat and city finances is an open question. 

 Self-defeating ideas like having different rates for goods and services are still being discussed about. 

The tension between the short-term interests of the states, which are pushing for higher rates, and 

concerns for inflation which call for lower rates, will need to be resolved. The 

 Implementation process will generate some short-term dislocations 
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 When you move to a GST regime in a federal set-up, some curtailment of the State’s freedom is 

inevitable.  

 All goods and services will be divided into certain categories. The rates will be fixed by category and 

state cannot shift a commodity from a lower to a higher rate, or put it in the exempt category. 

 According to the Constitution, the States have complete autonomy over levy of sales taxes, which, 

on average, accounted for 80 per cent of their revenue. But with the GST which mandates a 

uniform rate, even this limited autonomy would be gone. 

 Moreover, the restrictions imposed by a uniform tax regime could adversely impact States that may 

be more committed to welfare expenditures. 

 GST regime where each State has a different tax rate for different goods and services doesn’t sit 

well with the industry demand for a single national market with a uniform tax regime.  

 Besides, if rates will be different, the taxes will be dual, and the dual taxes will be administered 

independently by the States and the Centre, why not just streamline the existing tax architecture 

instead of erecting a new one. 

 Tax rate 

o low rate would be a burden to the state exchequer . However high rate would have a huge 

impact on the wage earning classes 

Positives: 

 GST, by subsuming an array of indirect taxes under one rubric, will simplify tax administration, 

improve compliance, and eliminate economic distortions in production, trade, and consumption.  

 By giving credit for taxes paid on inputs at every stage of the supply chain and taxing only the final 

consumer, it avoids the ‘cascading’ of taxes, thereby cutting production costs, and making exports 

more competitive.  

 GST brings plentiful revenues and significantly higher gross domestic product growth, with lower 

inflation. Many economists believe it could also give a boost to the country's growth rate 

 The GST council, arguably, makes the states significant decision partners in national-level macro-

economic management. 

 Collectively, they will have to be mindful of the aggregate national-level macro-economic impact on 

things like inflation. In short, the states will have to think nationally as well. 

 States for a while have considerable leeway on petroleum taxes that form a bulk of their revenue. 

 The potential of non-goods and services-related revenue the states can deploy is 

underestimated. the states have creative capacities to find new sources of revenue if 

a distortionary mechanism is closed off.  

  If the aggregate revenues go up because of the GST, that arguably creates a new kind of spending 

autonomy. 

 New regime will ensure a check on tax evasion and therefore boost revenues. 

 It tightens the tax net currently riddled with numerous holes in the form of multiple rates and 

exemptions and classifications in addition to widening it. 
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Q) In your opinion, what options are available for Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to 

amicably solve River Cauvery water dispute? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

EPW 

How to solve cauvery water dispute:- 

 Need to set up the Cauvery Management Board and Regulatory Authority. 

 In the longer term, experts will have to devise a sustainable agricultural solution for the Cauvery 

basin, as the river does not seem to have the potential to meet the farming requirements of both 

sides.In a world of depleting water resources, fewer crop seasons and lower acreages, a resort to 

less water-intensive crops and better water management hold the key. 

 SRI (System of Rice Intensification) method for agriculture of paddy helps to substantially reduce 

the water consumption by improving yield. Government should try to encourage such system in 

the river basin area. 

 Reducing the burden on agriculture by giving more opportunities to industry and service sectors 

reduces the total number of farmers dependent on small piece of land. 

 Rain water harvesting, reviving the rivers like Arkavati etc will help to reduce the dependability on 

cauvery  river. 

 Non-political initiatives, such as the ‘Cauvery Family’, a body formed a few years ago covering 

farmers of both States, could help disperse the clouds of hostility that gather over the border 

whenever the Cauvery crisis erupts. . 

 Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puduchery need to shed their present regional approach and 

plan collectively for the whole river basin. 

  Farmers in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu need to understand each other’s needs and fears and 

collectively seek solutions. transmission of quick and accurate information rainfall to reservoir 

storage could help dispel the current mistrust among the different stake-holders. 

 Effective implementation of recently launched PM Krishi Sinchayi Yojna can reduce the 

dependency on the water to great extent. 
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Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of 

their design and implementation 

18) What do you understand by financial repression? How will it impact economy? 

Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

 

Financial repression : 

 Financial repression is a term used to describe a policy environment where central banks and 

governments deliberately keep interest rates below the rate of inflation. 

 Governments channel funds to themselves as a form of debt reduction. 

 

It's impact on economy:  

 

 They do so because the central bank is willing to supply unlimited amount of credit, with sovereign 

guarantee, at repressed rates. This has the effect of boosting government coffers and/or 

effectively reducing debt, both public and private. 

 It is a tax on savers as it transfers benefits from lenders to borrowers. Financial repression can spur 

investment as it makes borrowing cheap. 

 Advanced countries returned to financial repression in the wake of the global financial crisis for 

reasons like cheap credit to private investors to raise growth rates, and to pay down public debt 

that has ballooned since the crisis broke. 

 

Negatives: 

 

 In the case of China financial repression led to over investment and a potential debt crisis. 

 In market economies with a developed financial system  financial repression discourages financial 

savings. 

o  It pushes savings into risky assets and unproductive sectors such as gold, speculative real 

estate and moneylending. 

 Reduces resources directly available for more productive investment and higher growth. 

 Biggest casualties of the return of financial repression is the independence of central banks. 

 Free-market economists argue that financial repression crowds out private-sector investment, 

thus undermining growth 

 Financial repression has been called a “stealth tax” that "rewards debtors and punishes savers—

especially retirees" because their investments will no longer generate the expected return, which is 

income for retirees. 
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19) Recently, the union government appointed its nominees to the monetary policy 

committee (MPC). Examine how will MPC function. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

 The Center has notified the formation of Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) under the RBI which 

will take decision on interest rate or repo rate setting in future. MPC will bring significant changes 

in the power the RBI governor while deciding on repo rate. 

 The MPC replaces the previous arrangement where the RBI Governor along with a Technical 

Advisory Committee take decisions on monetary policy including repo rate. TAC had only advisory 

functions as the central bank governor enjoyed veto power over the committee. 

Functioning: 

 The MPC framework requires the central bank to share the minutes of the MPC meeting, 14 days 

later. These minutes will include details of how each member voted and also their statement 

justifying the reasons for voting in favour or against a resolution. 

 MPC external panelists are also part-time members, appointed for four years. The Committee is to 

meet at least four times a year and make public its decisions following each meeting. There will 

be no reappointment of the committee. Greater accountability requires MPC members to meet 

regularly. 

 sharing of information to external members will also be key to informed decisions. 

 The role of the central bank governor and her/his deputies will also change under the new regime. 

In the past, the governor just had to listen and act independently. But any disagreement with MPC 

members will have a larger implication for policymaking. Under MPC, the governor has a casting 

vote and doesn’t enjoy veto power. Decisions will be taken on the basis of majority vote. 

 Responsibility of the MPC is to administer the inflation targeting monetary policy regime through 

determining the policy rate or repo rate to contain inflation. 

 The external members, however, are likely to continue to be part-time, not full-time, members. 

This gives the advantage of an external viewpoint, while increasing the availability of experts. 

 The voting and forecasts will be in the public domain immediately, and more detailed minutes will 

follow, probably with a lag. This will influence public discussion and understanding of how the 

economy works. 

Concerns: 

 In established MPCs, the process takes three days, unlike the 3 hours it used to take with the TAC. 

 The MPC members’ bigger challenge may not be economics but communicating that the very 

purpose of the body is to bring in differing views so that a decision doesn’t fall prey to one man’s 

passion. 
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20) Critically discuss various concerns expressed on the initiatives of the Central 

Monitoring System (CMS), the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) and possible 

usage of Aadhaar data in NATGRID. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID), which links multiple government databases, aggregating all 

kinds of information, will be operational next year. 

 Aadhaar, with its access to people biometric identification and its connection with all kinds of 

databases from banking to health and scholarships, will be a part of NATGRID. 

 Central Monitoring System (CMS) is already scanning people communication in real time in Delhi and 

Mumbai. 

Concerns: 

 India being vulnerable to cyber attacks has the threats of being hacked or the information being 

misused.  Based on international experiences there have been major data breaches that are reported 

from entities ranging from the U.K. government to Adobe. 

 CMS system has never been discussed meaningfully with the public, and no efforts have been made 

to explain what safeguards prevent its misuse. the interception takes place secretly without the 

involvement of a third party; ie, a service provider. 

 Whoever actually executes the ambiguous ‘automated process’ through which the government 

accesses people communication in real time may abuse this access to private information for 

personal gain. 

 NATGRID is classified among the ‘intelligence and security’ organisations and is exempted from the 

Right to Information Act. 

 Aadhar-  

o Given that no one can opt out of the database once enrolled, this is a very serious human 

rights violation. It does not offer adults a way to withdraw consent. 

 This renders people as powerless and steps around painstakingly crafted civil liberties to hand 

control of people's lives and information back to the state. 

Positives: 

 The issue in India was there was no proper data base of every individual and more often than not 

after every terror strike, and have found India's agencies to be groping in the dark. NATGRID would 

help a great deal in combating terrorism emerging out of India soil. 

 It will not “store” any personal data, but only facilitate transfer. 
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21) In the light of the Baloch leader Brahamdagh Bugti’s asylum claim, what foreign 

policy implications and legal issues could India face if it agrees to grant him asylum? 

Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Foreign policy implications :- 

 Switzerland has turned down the asylum request on account of his party being put on a terror 

watch list by Pakistan. 

o A fundamental principle of international refugee law is to not grant asylum to such persons, 

as doing so would go against the humanitarian spirit of refugee protection. 

 The manner in which the current asylum claim has been made raises the question of whether a 

person can apply for asylum in India from outside the country. 

  India’s approach towards the larger Baloch refugee community in the future is yet to be 

addressed. 

 If Baloch leader and founder of the Baloch Republican Party, Brahamdagh Bugti, gets political 

asylum in India, it will be seen as diplomatic and strategic support to the Balochistan movement 

by India. 

 Positive: 

o Based on past experiences for instance Grant of asylum to Tibetans helped save Tibetan 

Buddhist culture from extinction, earned respect for India throughout the Buddhist world, 

left India with a diplomatic card to deal with Chinese territorial claims, and also made us an 

important factor in overall US policy with respect to China. 

o Afghanistan already hosts a large number of Baloch refugees, India could provide 

humanitarian assistance to them by aiding Afghanistan’s refugee support programme. 

Legal issues: 

 Indian law does not even mention the term ‘refugee’, there are no clearly defined rights and 

duties for refugees. In practice, there are multiple approaches towards the different refugee 

communities, so much so that there isn’t even a common form of documentation that is issued to 

them. 

 Indian does not have a domestic asylum law and has not signed the UN Refugee Convention of 

1951. 

 There will be objections from Pakistan as the right to grant asylum is somewhat restricted 

through other multilateral treaties. For instance, the Convention on Territorial Asylum (1945) in 

Article 1 lays down the states right to grant asylum “without giving rise to complaint by any other 

state”. 
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Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the 

performance of these schemes 

22) Do you think it’s time to make MGNREGA scheme target oriented than 

retaining its universal nature? Substantiate. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes,it should be more target oriented: 

 It appears to be a universal welfare regime for rural areas, it is actually a means-tested selective 

welfare programme for those ready to undertake unskilled manual work. 

  Central government has been willfully cutting down on the funds available to MGNREGA. Looked at 

as a percentage of GDP, the budgetary allocations have come down from 0.36 in 2012-2013 to 0.26 

in 2016-2017. 

 The wages are not given properly to the workers. 

 Wasteful expenditure as many of the projects done have no utility. 

 No social audit is done properly. 

No: 

 It is practically impossible to clearly identify different groups (BPL vs APL, or priority vs general) in 

a framework of differentiated entitlements.  

 Experience suggests that a substantial section of the genuine poor (BPL or priority) gets excluded 

(exclusion error) while many non-eligible elements infiltrate (inclusion error) the group entitled for 

most subsidised items. Universal coverage would eliminate both errors. 

 It is not a “targeted” programme as many of the other social sector schemes are more. So in a 

period of drought where income from agriculture has literally dried up, even farmers survive by 

their work in MGNREGA. 

 The government has tried to change the nature of the law from being universal to targeted by first 

promoting the idea that work should be made available only in the most backward districts 

identified jointly by the Central and State governments. This was strongly opposed by many State 

governments as an encroachment on the law. 

 Workers do not want an ENCORE of the anti-MGNREGA policies they have been subjected to by 

this government. In spite of all its weaknesses, this law is still a lifeline for crores of rural families. 

Q) What are the drawbacks of setting targets for social welfare schemes? Illustrate 

with examples. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Drawbacks of setting targets for social welfare programmes:- 

 There will be more focus on quantity than quality. In the case of swachh bharat, focus has been 

solely on meeting construction targets. 
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o It also means that government has spent close to Rs 12,000 crore of the programme's 

whopping Rs 1.34 lakh crore budget,without an indication, of toilet usage. 

 Organisations in a rush to scale up end up compromising on key design elements that made their 

pilots a success. This is a typical problem with sanitation programmes.   

 Similarly to make Pradhan Mantri Jan dhan Yojana a success many accounts have been opened but 

with null utility.So the main goal of financial literacy and financial inclusion have been 

compromised. 

 To achieve universal primary education under Right to education act, Many students names have 

been enrolled for the sake of it. There is lot of duplicacy occuring. 

 To make family planning programme a success mass sterilisation camps have been held to reach 

the targets without looking into the complications associated with the process which ultimately led 

to death of many women. 

 Targets give only temporary solution but the long term change it was supposed to get by are 

compromised. despite consistent decline of  IMR, malnutrition and stunting remain a major 

problem for the children. 

 Targets are generally set by the top bottom approach where the person who gets impacted by it 

hardly has a role in decision making. So most of them are beyond reach. 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health 

23) Enumerate all the criticisms made against the draft Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 

2016. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
Livemint  

Criticisms: 

• The Bill limits the practice of surrogacy to heterosexual Indian couples who have been married for 

five years, have no children, and are able to persuade a relative to become a surrogate altruistically 

for them. 

• commissioning parents will only be allowed to meet medical expenses of their “altruistic” 

surrogate mothers; no other payments can be made. The only realistic out of pocket expenses are 

covered by the intended parents  

•  Instead of working to protect the rights of the surrogate mother, it has chosen to play 

an authoritarian, moralistic role in deciding who can be a parent and who cannot 

• Has chosen to ban commercial surrogacy altogether. A large set of people who could have 

benefitted from it has also been left out of the ambit of surrogacy 

• Bars NRIs, foreigners, unmarried couples, single parent, live-in couples and homosexuals from this 

choice of parenting 

• These bans only end up pushing these activities underground, hidden from the law, but thriving 

just as equally.  

• The option of carrying a child inside a woman, to give joy to another woman and improve 

women’s own financial situation has empowered the women. The ban will now compel needy 

families to beg for money 
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• Foreign couples are only seeking a family and they take care of their surrogates throughout their 

life because of the bond, not as a commercial deal 

•  If Parliament were to pass the Surrogacy Bill in its present form, the law would certainly violate the 

constitutional pledge of equal treatment as it permits surrogacy to some and excludes others. 

24) Locally or globally, mosquito-borne viruses are in various states of evolution and 

emergence, fuelled directly by the weapons humans use against them, from 

pesticides to drugs. Discuss the causes and mechanism of emergence of mosquito 

borne diseases such as Zika and India’s readiness in dealing with such diseases. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Causes for the emergence of mosquito borne diseases are: 

 Better transport and connectivity leads to more cases to be spread to other parts of the world too. 
In the case of Zika which had devastating effect in Brazil registered cases in Singapore recently., 
19 European countries reported travel-borne Zika infections 

 Overall rise in global temperatures could enlarge the geographic range of malaria in Africa and 
increase the frequency of dengue  

 Ecological Changes and Agricultural Development 
o Ecological changes, including those due to agricultural or economic development, are 

among the most frequently identified factors in emergence. Ecological factors usually 
precipitate emergence by placing people in contact with a natural reservoir or host for 
an infection hitherto unfamiliar but usually already present , either by increasing 
proximity or, often, also by changing conditions so as to favor an increased population 
of the microbe or its natural host . 

o Agricultural development, one of the most common ways in which people alter and 
interpose themselves into the environment, is often a factor .Hantaan virus, the cause 
of Korean hemorrhagic fever, causes over 100,000 cases a year in China and has been 
known in Asia for centuries.  

 Water is also frequently associated with disease emergence.  

o Infections transmitted by mosquitoes or other arthropods, which include some of the most 

serious and widespread diseases are often stimulated by expansion of standing water, 

simply because many of the mosquito vectors breed in water. There are many cases of 

diseases transmitted by water-breeding vectors, most involving dams, water for irrigation, 

or stored drinking water in cities. 

 Changes in Human Demographics and Behavior: 

o Human population movements or upheavals, caused by migration or war, are often 

important factors in disease emergence. rural urbanization allows infections arising in 

isolated rural areas, which may once have remained obscure and localized, to reach larger 

populations. 

 Technology and industry: 
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o In operations, including food production, that process or use products of biological origin, 
modern production methods yield increased efficiency and reduced costs but can increase 
the chances of accidental contamination and amplify the effects of such contamination. 

o The problem is further compounded by globalization, allowing the opportunity to introduce 
agents from far away. A pathogen present in some of the raw material may find its way into 
a large batch of final product, as happened with the contamination of hamburger meat by E. 
coli strains causing hemolytic uremic syndrome. 

 Microbial Adaptation and Change 

o Microbes, like all other living things, are constantly evolving. The emergence of 

antibiotic-resistant bacteria as a result of the ubiquity of antimicrobials in the 

environment is an evolutionary lesson on microbial adaptation, as well as a 

demonstration of the power of natural selection.  

o Selection for antibiotic-resistant bacteria and drug-resistant parasites has become 

frequent, driven by the wide and sometimes inappropriate use of antimicrobial drugs in 

a variety of applications. 

 Failure of public health structures : 
o The appearance of reemerging diseases may, therefore, often be a sign of the 

breakdown of public health measures. 

 
Mechanism: 

 Once creatures spread outside their previous range, they become an invasive species, none more 
than humans.  

 Because of all species, humans occupy the widest range of habitats on Earth, once a species evolves 
the ability to coexist with humans they will likely be spread by the great mobility of humans 

 When insects that require vertebrate blood learn coexistence, the most stable blood source is 
human, as the striped Aedes mosquito has learned. 

 Among its accompanying viruses are dengue, chikungunya, yellow fever, west Nile fever, Zika and 
the relatively unknown Kyasanur forest disease (KFD) the last caused by the Flaviviridae virus 
whose history illustrates the co-evolution of human, mosquito and virus. 

India's readiness in dealing with these diseases: 

 Due to poor health system support, low awareness and lack of proper sanitation and hygiene, 
malaria and dengue cases remain high, especially in rural areas. 

 India still has very high cases of malaria , dengue especially in rural areas. 
 Since many parts of India have poor mosquito control, these areas remain vulnerable if an infected 

individual reaches those regions and gets exposed to mosquitoes 

However the government has taken some proactive measures like: 

 National vector borne disease programme -List of Vector Borne Diseases Control Programme 
Legislations: 

o 1)National Anti - Malaria programme 
o 2) Kala - Azar Control Programme 
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o 3)NationalFilaria Control Programme 
o 4) Japanese  Encephilitis Control Programme 
o 5) Dengue and Dengue Hemorrhagic fever 

 Health ministry appointed National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC); as the nodal agency for 
investigation of Zika outbreak- should the situation arise. Rapid Response Teams (RRTs) shall be 
activated at Central and State surveillance units 

 Swacch Bharat Abhiyan  

25) Critically examine some of the important points of contention raised by various 

stakeholders associated with conducting the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test 

(NEET). (200 Words) 

EPW 

Positives: 

 Would render students from across the country eligible to study in any medical college. This 

would ensure that aspiring doctors and their parents would not need to go to different parts of the 

country in order to appear for the entrance tests conducted separately by different states and 

medical institutions. 

 It would also help them reduce stress and expenditure since they would not have to enroll at 

multiple coaching centres for different entrance examinations as the pattern and syllabus differ.  

 The other important consideration in holding NEET is the checking of the rampant corruption in 

medical admissions, especially payment of massive capitation fees and donations in private 

colleges 

 NEET creates a national pool of eligible candidates for admission into medical colleges from which 

government, private and minority institutions could select students in order of merit on the basis of 

their reservation norms or any other existing conditions laid down by them.  

 It may help in establishing an admission process that is fair, transparent and non-exploitative.  

Negatives:- 

 Viability of conducting it as it was introduced in a short span of time 

 The impact of this test on admission of students coming from diverse socio-economic and 

educational backgrounds. 

 NEET is based on the CBSE syllabus and state board students find it difficult to catch up with a 

completely new syllabus in a short span of time.  

 The problem is more acute for students of states that have done away with the entrance tests for 

professional courses with the admission to these courses being based on their intermediate 

examination marks for instance Tamil Nadu.  

 Viewed the Supreme Court’s decision to conduct NEET as violation of the right of minority-run 

educational institutions as also undermining reservations in the admission process of state 

government educational institutions.  

 Students from state boards studying in the vernacular language medium of instruction institutions 

will be at a disadvantage compared to their counterparts. 
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 There are wide variations in the quality of education provided in metropolitan and rural areas. The 

strong urban bias that undergirds NEET would utterly wipe away the prospects of students in small 

towns and villages. 

Suggestions: 

 Effort should be made to conduct NEET in the language of the students’ choice.  

 Improve the quality of schooling in rural areas. 

26) Do you think home or community schooling should be encouraged in India to 

provide better education to children? Discuss its merits and demerits. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Merits of home schooling: 

 Children are encouraged to figure out things by themselves and find pleasure in learning new 
things.   

 Timetable is flexible. The children can learn what they want when they feel like it.  

 They can go as in-depth of subject as they want. 

 The stress on the child is zero. Children can pursue their passion like sports easily when home 
schooled. 

 In India where schools concentrate more on rote learning these days home schooling is a good 
option . 

 Parents who are otherwise dissatisfied with the curriculum and syllabus followed in school, or feel 
that the school schedule does not leave their children with any spare time to pursue other interests 
follow the home-schooling approach.  

 Homeschooling strengthens closeness of the family, and parents’ relationships to children are 
made deeper. 

o  It is intense parenting, as parents spend more time with their children, doing the hard work 
and having the patience to educate their kids. 

 According to the Academic Statistics on Homeschooling, many studies have found out that home 
schooled students on average outperform their peers on standardized tests. Homeschooling 
makes kids work for the knowledge, instead of grades 

Demerits: 

 It can be more expensive than regular schooling depending on the requirement of the child and 
extra tuitions. 

 Lack of recognition for homeschooling leads to many practical difficulties for homeschooling 
children in pursuing their potential.  

o Competitions and scholarships often require the name of a school for entries to be valid, 
leading to a need for repeated improvisations and potential failure to secure seats for the 
child. 

 Socialization factor:  
o Children are not able to interact and get along with others beyond their family 

members.  Isolating children from the outside world can affect his social skills 
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 RTE act does not recognise home schooling. Kids may not get education that is well-rounded, and 
the knowledge learned may be confined to the biases of the parents 

 Homeschooled children miss advantages of learning in a classroom setting.  This involves being 
challenged and encouraged by fellow students. 

27) Recently the World Health Organisation officially recognised Sri Lanka as 

malaria free country. How did Sri Lanka achieve this feat? What lessons should India 

learn from Sri Lanka? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 Sri Lanka has become malaria-free. It is the second country in the region, after Maldives, to earn 
this distinction. 

How did Srilanka achieve this feat? 

 After several decades of malaria control campaigns that mainly relied on spraying of DDT, Sri Lanka 

adopted an integrated strategy in the 1980s, which also included vector control in major irrigation 

and agriculture projects, rigorous entomological surveillance leading to targeted spraying in high-

risk areas, new classes of insecticides for indoor spraying, insecticide-treated nets and larval 

control, and improved surveillance of parasites for active case detection. 

 Sri Lanka adopted a two-pronged strategy of targeting both vector and parasite, undertaking 

active detection of cases and residual parasite carriers by screening populations irrespective of 

whether malaria symptoms were present.  

 Early detection and treatment of asymptomatic parasite carriers, who serve as reservoirs of 

infection, played a crucial role in interrupting the chain. While this was achieved by means of house 

visits and by starting mobile clinics in high-transmission areas 

 Real-time monitoring through effective surveillance systems, community awareness and 

mobilisation also played their role. 

  The public sector and the private sector were oriented to the common goal of eliminating 

malaria by enhancing case notification and achieving 100 per cent detection and confirmation 

through tests. 

  Sri Lanka expanded the coverage of long-lasting insecticide-treated bed nets to protect high-risk 

populations, and used multiple methods to reduce mosquito numbers. 

Mobile malaria clinics in high transmission areas meant that prompt and effective treatment could 

reduce the parasite reservoir and the possibility of further transmission.  

 Most important, these efforts were introduced and scaled up by the Anti-Malaria Campaign 

Directorate in conflict-affected districts also in partnership with national and international NGOs as 

well as Sri Lankan military. 
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What lessons can India learn from Srilanka? 

 Challenges Srilanka had to face before it interrupted local transmission were the Plasmodium 

falciparum parasite becoming resistant to the chloroquine drug, behavioural changes in the vector, 

asymptomatic carriers and vector reintroduction. India should be careful about this. 

 Sri Lanka’s triumph over malaria proves that grassroots surveillance and early detection of the 

disease is key to defeating the parasite. With strong health infrastructure, active mobile clinics, 

better healthcare infrastructure, and massive awareness campaigns, malaria can be stopped from 

spreading and becoming an epidemic. 

 India can learn from Sri Lanka, by reaching out to marginalised communities living in inaccessible 

areas and also to Naxal cadres with the help of civil society. 

 Improving public health system and rolling out malaria control interventions in these areas is 

critical if India wants to eliminate malaria by 2030, as laid out in the national framework for 

malaria elimination (2016-2030). 

 Another point of focus should be malaria control in border districts in the north and the north-

east. The emergence of antimalarial drug and insecticide resistance is yet another problem. 

 All this can work only with a strong political will to strengthen public health system at all levels, 

translated into enhanced financial and managerial support. 

28) Recent incidences such as a tribal man carrying his dead wife over his shoulders 

for last rites have revealed shocking and persistent neglect of health infrastructure 

in 21st century India. Critically discuss reasons for dismal health infrastructure and 

measures needed to address systemic problems of healthcare sector in India. (200 

Words) 

EPW 

Reasons for dismal health infrastructure in India are: 

 CHILD HEALTH: 

o Double whammy of high population density and unsanitary conditions in India stunts the 

growth of children, who bear a disproportionate burden of infectious diseases and lose their 

ability to absorb nutrients. 

o Brain drain of doctors degraded the public health care system further. 

 CASTE AND HEALTH:.  

o Reduced access to maternal and child health care is evident with reduced levels of antenatal 

care, institutional deliveries and complete vaccination coverage among the lower castes.  

Stunting, wasting, underweight and anaemia in children and anaemia in adults are higher 

among the lower castes 

 LACK OF HYGEINE AND SANITATION: 

o Fundamental public health functions are overlooked. Little is being done to establish  and 

enforce public health regulations and sanitary codes  a basic pillar of a public  health system. 

 POOR HEALTH MANAGEMENT: 
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o lack of adequate numbers of well-trained managers. Many national health programmes 

cover millions of beneficiaries, yet they are managed by just two or three technical 

managers who are general or specialist doctors. Most of the time these individuals are 

without any public health or management training. They learn this on the job. This is also 

true for health secretaries and ministers — they all learn on the job. 

 Management flaws and poor feedback loops-  

o The MoHFW functions too much in isolation, and needs to form stronger partnerships  with 

other agents involved in assuring public health. 

o As noted above, public health  agencies need to work closely with a wide range of partners, 

because many factors  influencing health outcomes are outside their direct jurisdiction 

.especially important is centre working with states in a federal system but the support to 

states was reportedly weak according to a study of world bank. 

 Human resource devt. and health leadership is not effective. 

 Lack of emergency preparedness : 

o Important gaps in the training received by health workers in emergency  preparedness and 

disaster management. Reported gaps include attention to key issues  such as food safety 

after disasters, environmental health after disasters 

 TRIBES AND HEALTH: 

 Poverty and social exclusion have a multiplicative effect on the social determinants of health with 

those at higher risk for diseases also having a higher probability of being excluded from health care 

services. 

 PUBLIC Health system is hardly efficient in tribal areas. Malnutrition, goitre is endemic, TB, water 

borne and communicable diseases, genetic disorders ,infant and maternal mortality rates, 

superstitions related to health  are highly common.  

 MIGRATION AND HEALTH: 

o The migrants find it difficult to register with the National Tuberculosis Programme at their 

place of work, resulting in out-of-pocket expenditure for treatment, discontinuation of 

medication when symptoms improve, relapse of the disease, medication resistance and 

premature death.  

 FLAWED FOOD POLICY: 

o India’s flawed food policy—which has focused solely on cereals such as rice and wheat at 

the expense of pulses, fruits and vegetables—and stark gender inequality, which causes 

Indian women to be far more under-nourished than men, are the other key factors that 

explain why India has struggled to combat malnutrition despite giant strides in reducing 

poverty. 

 LACK OF GOVERNMENT SPENDING ON HEALTH: 

o India is nowhere near the top bracket US or UK. We don’t even spend anything close to  

what  BRICS (Brazil, Russian, India, China and South Africa) counterparts spend 

 LACK OF QUALITY HEALTHCARE: 

o the majority of citizens has very limited access to quality Healthcare, and has poor health 

indicators compared to countries like Bangladesh and Kenya. 

 LACK OF MEDICAL INSURANCE: 
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o Another big issue is lack of medical insurance. Only 243 million of India’s 1.2 billion citizens 

are covered under Govt health insurance schemes and a total of 300 million (25% of total 

population) don’t 

 LACK OF HEALTHY STAFF: 

o Non-availability of qualified faculty, sub-standard infrastructure and clustering of medical 

colleges contribute to poor training and limited exposure to clinical material. The net result 

is that the outgoing ‘basic doctor' is not fully equipped to face the challenges of ensuring 

ethical and safe medical practice. 

SUGGESTIONS: 

 Tribal health-education, genetic counselling, encouraging man power to go to these areas. 

 In developed countries, health education is a key component of the healthcare system and the 

budget. Empowering the health-care consumer with the knowledge to understand the health-

care system and to question health-care providers should be the goal of health literacy 

programmes. 

 Education on preventive and early diagnostic health care should be the priority because even 

today hundreds of mothers and infants die from preventable causes.  

 It also needs to focus on social determinants of health with renewed emphasis on the provision 

of clean water, sanitation, nutrition, housing, education and employment. 

 secret of success of Bangladesh and Kenya who have superior infant mortality rates and 

sanitation facilities are due to empowerment of women.  

 Budgets for health services will need to increase by a factor of three to five times. The national 

government is committed to take health funding from less than one per cent to two to three 

per cent of the GDP 

 INCENTIVES TO DOCTORS WORKING IN RURAL AREAS: 

 Health care is provided by doctors not buildings so  it is necessary to get doctors and nurses to 

go to remote and rural areas and work there. This means paying them much higher wages, 

providing much better housing and other amenities, and making the working environment 

conducive to their lives. 

 TECHNOLOGY AND DRUGS: 

This means better machines and newer drugs and vaccines. For example, new vaccines and 

diagnostic techniques that can prevent or diagnose early some of the diseases among children 

and women are currently available in the private sector, but these technologies remain out of 

reach for the poor.  

 The health department must have a division of technology assessment that is responsible for 

identifying and rigorously evaluating potentially useful and cost effective technologies for 

adoption in national health programmes in India 

 Regulation of the pharma industry, increased funding for research and development and 

special incentives for medical equipment and technology industry are other areas that need to 

be addressed. 
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 HEALTH MANAGEMENT: more resources need much better management in order to deliver 

results. Health departments must have an adequate number of qualified programme managers 

and health planners to ensure better programme design and effective implementation. 

29) Recently, the Union cabinet cleared a proposal to set up a higher education 

financing agency (HEFA). Discuss why it’s setup and how would it impact higher 

education sector in India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

 The centre announced creation of the Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA). 

 The HEFA would be jointly promoted by the identified Promoter and the Ministry of Human 

Resource Development (MHRD) with an authorised capital of Rs.2,000 crore. The Government 

equity would be Rs.1,000 crore. 

 It will raise Rs20,000 crore from loans and bond sales to fund infrastructure development at central 

educational institutions. 

 The agency, which will be a special purpose vehicle (SPV) and work from a state-run bank, is 

expected to ease pressure on the government, which currently is the sole funder of such 

institutions. 

Objectives of HEFA:- 

 The major objective of the HEFA is to leverage funds from the market and supplement them with 

donations and CSR funds. 

 These funds will be used to finance improvement in infrastructure in top educational institutions. 

The monies of the fund will be used to finance capital expenditure for building quality 

infrastructure in IITs, NITs, IIITs and IISERs and central universities. It will also be used to fund state-

of-the-art research labs and other infrastructure. 

 The HEFA would also mobilise CSR funds from PSUs/Corporates, which would in turn be released 

for promoting research and innovation in these institutions on grant basis. 

 The HEFA would finance the civil and lab infrastructure projects through a 10-year loan. 

Impact: 

 The move may mark the beginning of a market-linked fee structure in central government-funded 

educational institutions, including the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), National Institute of 

Technology (NITs) and central universities. 

 HEFA will instill accountability in higher educational institutions. For charging more fee, there is 

a  need to provide better facility, better infrastructure, and for better infra, they need to borrow.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/13/6-recently-union-cabinet-cleared-proposal-set-higher-education-financing-agency-hefa-discuss-setup-impact-higher-education-sector-india/
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 HEFA would also mobilize corporate social responsibility funds from corporate entities, which 

would in turn be released for promoting research and innovation in these institutions on a grant 

basis. 

 The HEFA would finance the civil and lab infrastructure projects through a 10-year loan.  Hefa 

would provide interest-free loans to higher educational institutions for constructing new campuses, 

expanding or renovating existing infrastructure and creating state-of-the- art laboratories 

 This would open doors for the best foreign universities, which can, in turn, also establish academic 

networks with the local universities. 

 However, once operational, its jurisdiction should not be confined to the big and well-known 

universities in the metros. Hefa should connect with the entire nation; it should build the 

benchmarks for becoming a reality and establish its network across all the states and other entities. 

This is because many good universities are still facing up to the international challenges, despite 

their stretched finances. 

30) Experts argue that the union government should involve state governments to 

improve quality of higher education in India. Examine the role of states in higher 

education and challenges they face in this regard. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Role of states in higher education: 

 States along with private sector control over thousand universities. These institutes produce over 

95 percent of the total graduates of the nation. 

 Yet after having so much of graduates passing these institutes annually these students have little 

presence in esteemed and reputable positions. 

 No state university has been able to place its name in top 500 or 1000 institutes of the world 

despite being so many in number. 

 The central government stand on this situation is simply to set up more technical institutes like IITs 

and medical institutes like AIIMS without realizing that this will only increase the number of 

graduates passing each year and not the quality of education and research.  

 States are also equally responsible for the situation as all they do is to ask Centre to set up more 

institutes instead of asking to improve the quality of education 

Challenges: 

 States have little presence in bodies that frame policies and decisions regarding regulation or 

funding.  

 All the major decisions and initiatives only deal with the Central institutions, with the Centre also 

seeing some hope from the emerging private universities which are driven purely by money power 

and political patronage. 

 With the gap in quality of education and research widening between the Central and State 

institutions, the dream of India becoming the R&D hub of the world, of expanding the 
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manufacturing sector, of creating over ten million jobs annually, or becoming the knowledge 

superpower is becoming harder to realise. 

What can be done? 

 States will have to tie up closely plans on improving higher education with economic planning 

and infrastructure. Engineering and managerial education, in particular, should have a direct 

connection and relevance to the State’s industrial, manufacturing and other productive activities. 

  State-level institutions should be enabled to access private funding and support (including from 

overseas sources) in an easy manner 

 Most of the private institutes are involved in money making processes by indulging in political 

patronization and if state is given power it can surely raise question on the liability of these 

institutes verifying that are they really helping the education or themselves. 

 Then if states are directly responsible for major of the institutes, a direct connection and 

relevance to the state’s industrial, manufacturing and other productive activities will not only 

help in economic planning but also help developing the infrastructure. 

 Centre also need to realize that it is not amenable and accountable to only to the institutes under 

its wing but also to other important and vital institutes. 

31) The death of several people in Delhi linked to an outbreak of dengue, 

chikungunya and malaria has once again exposed the inadequacy of national public 

health programmes that aim to eliminate vector-borne diseases. Why has India failed 

and what it should do to eliminate vector-borne diseases? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
The Indian Express 

Why has India failed? 

 India has not been fully utilising the the planned budget for Vector borne disease control. 

 Actual expenditure on VBDs has been 60 per cent of the total plan outlay since 2007 to 2013. 

 There is no synergy between different government ministries and departments. 

 Rapid and unplanned urbanisation is the main cause of spread of dengue. It mainly spreads in 

urban and semi-urban areas where solid waste management is poor. 

 Deficient water supply increases water storage by people, leading to possibility of stagnant water 

in which mosquitoes breed, including those that spread dengue and chikungunya. 

 No fever surveys were conducted even after malaria deaths were reported from East Delhi. 

 Successive governments have done little to upgrade primary health facilities. 

 Public awareness campaigns are limited, and often insufficient. 

 The focus remains largely on fumigation. 

 Millions of Indians cannot access India’s overburdened hospitals and inadequate medical 

facilities.  
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 The country remains nearly 500,000 doctors short of reaching the World Health Organization norm 

of one doctor per 1,000 citizens. 

Measures needed to be taken: 

 Better results were achieved by the Srilanka through integration of different approaches.  

o Focussing on mosquito control in irrigation and agriculture introducing new classes of 

insecticides for residual spraying within houses scaling up distribution of insecticide-treated 

bed nets even in areas caught up in conflict. 

o Mobile centres for access to diagnostics and treatment also helped halt disease 

transmission. 

 For India to achieve its goal of eliminating malaria by 2030, and curb other vector-borne diseases, 

there has to be sustained effort and political will. 

 Active surveillance and close collaboration with local governments to eliminate the hotspots is 

needed. 

 Mobilising the community to participate in sanitation campaigns holds the key families that live in 

deprived neighbourhoods will need generous municipal assistance, improved civic facilities and 

access to free health care. 

 Aedes species are day biters so clothing that minimises skin exposure during daylight hours 

affords some protection from bites. 

  Mosquito nets afford good protection for those who sleep during the day. 

  Environmental management ought to be the mainstay of vector control and involves destroying, 

altering, removing or recycling non-essential containers that provide egg, larval or pupal habitats. 

 Equally crucial is installation of reliable piped water supply to communities to reduce the need for 

storage.   

 Biological control is based on the introduction of organisms that prey upon, compete with or 

reduce populations of the target species. India has to learn from Singapore which has come down 

heavily on the construction sector for not complying with vector control guidelines. 

32) Recently, the Supreme Court directed the Centre to ask States to end the 

oppressive practice of sterilising women in large camps. Examine the significance 

of this directive. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
The Hindu 

Significance: 

 Timely reminder that the country must urgently adopt a rights-based health policy. 

 If they are implemented vigorously, they can greatly improve women’s welfare. Civil society can 

effectively monitor sterilisation activity, if, as the court has directed. 

 In the light of mass deaths in sterilisation camps of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and 

Kerala, the court has acted decisively and called for monitoring and issue of appropriate orders by 
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the respective High Courts. Such action is wholly welcome, because it reinforces the idea of the 

right to health being inseparable from the right to life. 

 The court brought to the forefront that the mass sterilisation camps are products of the Centre's 

population control campaigns driven by informal targets and incentives infringe on the 

"reproductive freedoms of the most vulnerable groups of society whose economic and social 

conditions make them easy targets to coercion". 

 It will help in strengthening the implementation and monitoring of the family planning 

programme. 

 Providing quality services to and upholding the dignity of women will now be placed strongly on 

the national agenda. 

 It has made clear that family planning is not just about women but also about men and the need 

for their increased involvement in family planning, that the sterilisation programme cannot be 

primarily targeted towards women but must also actively include men as well. 

 The judgement makes a strong case for India to address itself to gender equity, directing it to 

ensure strict adherence to the guidelines and standard operating procedures that it has issued in 

various manuals. 

 It fosters collaboration between the Centre and the states to find remedies to problems and 

improve the well being of its people 

 It will cause government policy to shift from employing short cut methods such as tubectomy and 

pay attention to women empowerment, through by education and employment. 

33) “Malaria control in India is seriously affected by the fact that the knowledge 

once gained through painstaking research and fieldwork by entomologists is 

ignored.” In the light of the statement, critically discuss why India is failing to fight 

Malaria. (200 Words) 

Frontline 

Why India is failing to fight malaria? 

 India has not been fully utilising the the planned budget for Vector borne disease control. 

o Actual expenditure on VBDs has been 60 per cent of the total plan outlay since 2007 to 

2013. 

 There is no synergy between different government ministries and departments. 

 Rapid and unplanned urbanisation. It mainly spreads in urban and semi-urban areas where solid 

waste management is poor. 

 Deficient water supply increases water storage by people, leading to possibility of stagnant water 

in which mosquitoes breed. 

 No fever surveys were conducted even after malaria deaths were reported from East Delhi. 

 Successive governments have done little to upgrade primary health facilities. 

 Public awareness campaigns are limited, and often insufficient. 

 The focus remains largely on fumigation. 

 Millions of Indians cannot access India’s overburdened hospitals and inadequate medical facilities. 
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o The country remains nearly 500,000 doctors short of reaching the World Health 

Organization norm of one doctor per 1,000 citizens. 

However India showed some success against malaria : 

 National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme :- 

o Through rapid diagnostic tests, artemisinin-based combination therapy, long lasting 

insecticidal nets and indoor residual spraying, India has been able to bring down the rates of 

malaria and reduce the number of deaths. 

 India has prepared the National Framework for Malaria Elimination in India 2016–2030 with its 

goals as:- 

o  Eliminate malaria (zero indigenous cases) throughout the entire country by 2030; and  

o  Maintain malaria–free status in areas where malaria transmission has been interrupted and 

prevent re-introduction of malaria. 

What can India do ? 

 Better results were achieved by the Srilanka through integration of different approaches. 

o Focussing on mosquito control in irrigation and agriculture introducing new classes of 

insecticides for residual spraying within houses scaling up distribution of insecticide-treated 

bed nets even in areas caught up in conflict. 

o Challenges Srilanka had to face before it interrupted local transmission were the 

Plasmodium falciparum parasite becoming resistant to the chloroquine drug, behavioural 

changes in the vector, asymptomatic carriers and vector reintroduction. India should be 

careful about this.  

o Sri Lanka’s triumph over malaria proves that grassroots surveillance and early detection of 

the disease is key to defeating the parasite. With strong health infrastructure, active 

mobile clinics, better healthcare infrastructure, and massive awareness campaigns, malaria 

can be stopped from spreading and becoming an epidemic. 

o India can learn from Sri Lanka, by reaching out to marginalised communities living in 

inaccessible areas and also to Naxal cadres with the help of civil society. 

 Improving public health system and rolling out malaria control interventions in these areas is 

critical if India wants to eliminate malaria by 2030, as laid out in the national framework for malaria 

elimination (2016-2030). 

 For India to achieve its goal of eliminating malaria by 2030, and curb other vector-borne diseases, 

there has to be sustained effort and political will. 

 Active surveillance and close collaboration with local governments to eliminate the hotspots is 

needed. 

 Mobilising the community to participate in sanitation campaigns holds the key families that live in 

deprived neighbourhoods will need generous municipal assistance, improved civic facilities and 

access to free health care. 

 Mosquito nets afford good protection for those who sleep during the day. 
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 Environmental management ought to be the mainstay of vector control and involves destroying, 

altering, removing or recycling non-essential containers that provide egg, larval or pupal habitats. 

 Equally crucial is installation of reliable piped water supply to communities to reduce the need 

for storage.  

 Biological control is based on the introduction of organisms that prey upon, compete with or 

reduce populations of the target species. India has to learn from Singapore which has come down 

heavily on the construction sector for not complying with vector control guidelines. 

 Another point of focus should be malaria control in border districts in the north and the north-

east. The emergence of antimalarial drug and insecticide resistance is yet another problem. 

 All this can work only with a strong political will to strengthen public health system at all levels, 

translated into enhanced financial and managerial support. 

34) Do you think there is insufficient copyright protection for reputed publishers of 

educational books in India? In the light of recent Delhi High Court verdict on rights 

of students to photocopy portion of textbooks, critically examine how does India’s 

copyright law seek to balance interests of publishers and students. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes, there is insufficient copyright protection for reputed publishers of educational books in India : 

 Based on the recent Delhi high court judgement on copyright law, copyright is not a natural or 

common law right in India, but is subject to statute. It proceeds to hold that photocopying for 

academic purposes is not an infringement as Section 52(1)(i) of the Copyright Act permits the 

making of copies of literary works by a teacher or pupil ‘in the course of instruction. This adversely 

impacts the publishers. 

 Publishers were asking for the licence agreement by the universities so that the said motive us not 

misused but the judgement rejects this as well. 

 The judgment places no limitation on photocopy if the material is prescribed in the course of 

instruction. Copyright holders invest considerably in creating works. 

 If the suggested reading provides for the whole book, does Section 52(1)(i) permit reproduction of 

the whole book or only reasonable excerpts? The judgment has conveniently avoided any direct 

reference to this aspect. 

 When the university is entitled to free photocopy of 3,000 pages every month the possibility of 

commercial interest is overruled. In that context, does it comply with Article 13 of TRIPS is 

questionable. 

 It is not justified to cover the private photocopy shop in the university premises within the 

expression “in the course of instruction”. The judgment seems to provide blanket immunity to the 

university to meet the demands of all the students by purchasing a single book. 
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How Indian copyright law seeks to balance interests of publishers and students? 

 The Copyright Act, to prevent stagnation of the growth of creativity, seeks to maintain a balance 

between the competing interests of the copyright owners on the one hand and the interests of 

the public to have access to works on the other. 

 Copyright’s basic rationale is that there should be promotion of creativity through sufficient 

protection; and at the same time it also caters for dissemination of knowledge and access to 

copyright material through the doctrine of fair dealing. 

 This doctrine, which is essential for research and academic purposes, is an exception to copyright 

holders’ exclusive rights. 

 The Indian copyright law uses the term ‘fair deal’ (where listed purposes are statutorily embedded) 

whereas the U.S.’s copyright law adopts ‘fair use’ (which is merely illustrative). As per Article 13 of 

the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) agreement, these exceptions must 

confine to “special cases which do not conflict with a normal exploitation of the work and do not 

unreasonably prejudice the legitimate interests of the right holder”. 

 Since the term ‘fair dealing’ is not defined in the Act, the judiciary determines its scope on a case by 

case basis. 

 Undoubtedly, the judgment, which is a breakthrough in the Indian copyright jurisprudence, is a 

major victory to access to education in a developing country like India. It will certainly have a far-

reaching impact in academic circles as well as on the copyright industry. 

35) The Central government recently announced the setting up of the Higher 

Education Financing Agency (HEFA), conceived as a special purpose vehicle to 

accrue and disburse funds to certain institutions of higher education in the country. 

Examine objectives of HEFA and concerns expressed against it. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 The centre announced creation of the Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA). 

 The HEFA would be jointly promoted by the identified Promoter and the Ministry of Human 

Resource Development (MHRD) with an authorised capital of Rs.2,000 crore. The Government 

equity would be Rs.1,000 crore. 

Objectives of HEFA:- 

 The major objective of the HEFA is to leverage funds from the market and supplement them with 

donations and CSR funds. 

 These funds will be used to finance improvement in infrastructure in top educational institutions. 

The monies of the fund will be used to finance capital expenditure for building quality 

infrastructure in IITs, NITs, IIITs and IISERs and central universities. It will also be used to fund state-

of-the-art research labs and other infrastructure. 
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 The HEFA would also mobilise CSR funds from PSUs/Corporates, which would in turn be released 

for promoting research and innovation in these institutions on grant basis. 

 The HEFA would finance the civil and lab infrastructure projects through a 10-year loan. 

Concerns:- 

 Creation of a Higher Education Funding Agency (HEFA) has been announced with a fund of Rs 1,000 

crore. It looks that it will be mostly used for redressal of the problems of students seeking 

educational loan. Current outstanding educational loans may be around Rs.50,000 crore. It is not 

clear that how a fund of Rs.1,000 crore will resolve the massive requirements of educational 

loans. 

 Since institutions would get funds without any interest liability and market borrowings would come 

at around 12%, there might be a need of robust donations as well as viability gap funding from 

the government. 

 All the five older IITs are in desperate need of funds for infrastructural development. Any funding 

that targets this requirement will be welcomed, provided the repayment model is feasible for us. 

The repayment model is not yet clear. 

 It may lead to increase in privatisation if public universities and would be mostly commercialised. 

36) Discuss the significance of the Marrakesh VIP Treaty. Examine why India’s role 

in its implementation is hailed as model for other countries to follow. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Significance of Marrakesh VIP treaty: 

 The Marrakesh Treaty was adopted in 2013 and it forms part of the body of international copyright 

treaties administered by WIPO. 

 It has a clear humanitarian and social development dimension and its main goal is to create a set of 

mandatory limitations and exceptions for the benefit of the blind, visually impaired, and 

otherwise print disabled (VIPs). 

 It was designed to help deliver specially adapted texts to those affected by a range of disabilities 

that interfere with the effective reading of printed matter. 

 It represents a significant step towards making books available to everyone, by easing the 

creation and transfer across national boundaries of texts in accessible formats such as Braille, 

audio, or large print. 

 With access to information and educational materials, blindness need no longer be a barrier to 

learning, employment and full participation in society. 

   It will also be especially important for countries that haven’t traditionally had robust services for 

people with disabilities: these less wealthy countries should benefit greatly from access to the 

extensive collections developed in wealthier and larger countries. 
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 With the ratification of the treaty, organisations that cater to print-impaired readers can now 

produce books in Braille or other user-friendly formats without seeking the permission of 

publishers or copyright holders. 

 The treaty also allows Indian organisations, for the first time, to borrow books in accessible formats 

from libraries and other institutional holdings across the world. Such a provision reduces the 

possibility of duplication. 

Why India’s role in the treaty's implementation is hailed as model for other countries to follow? 

 It has become the first country to ratify the Marrakesh Treaty. 

 The ‘Accessible India Campaign’ has provided a nationwide flagship campaign for universal access 

for people with disabilities.  

  India has begun implementation of the Marrakesh Treaty through a multi-stakeholder approach, 

which includes collaboration among key players such as government ministries, local champions 

like the DAISY Forum of India, and the private sector. This led to the launch of India’s largest 

collection of online accessible books called “Sugamya Pustakalaya”, which counts 2,00,000 

volumes. 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of vulnerable 

sections 

37) “By institutionalising child labour in family-based occupations under the age of 

14 years and permitting the employment of children in many hazardous 

occupations, India has failed its children.” In the light of the new Child Labour 

(Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Bill 2016, critically comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Fact:- 

 India is home to 33 million child labourers in the age group 0–18 years, according to Census 2011.  

 The number of child labourers (5–14 years) in urban areas in India has increased by 53% during 

2001–11. 

Positives :- 

• The bill totally bans employment of children below 14 years in all enterprises and occupations  except 

those run by his or her family  

• The Bill enhances the punishment for employing any child in an occupation.  It also includes penalty for 

employing an adolescent in a hazardous occupation•  

• The penalty for employing a child was increased to imprisonment between 6 months and two years 

(from 3 months-one year) or a fine of Rs 20,000 to Rs 50,000 (from Rs 10,000-20,000) or both. 

• The Bill empowers the government to make periodic inspection of places at which employment of 

children and adolescents are prohibited 

• violations have been made a cognisable offence 
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Negatives : 

• The flaw in this legislation is that the line between learning with your parents and economic 

exploitation is blurred. This is so misleading. 

o Section 3 in Clause 5 allows child labour in “family or family enterprises”. Since most of India’s 

child labour is caste-based work, with poor families trapped in intergenerational debt bondage, this 

refers to most of the country’s child labourers.  

o The clause is also dangerous as it does not define the hours of work; it simply states that children 

may work after school hours or during vacations 

o The misuse of this provision by contractors to disguise child labourers as simple assistants to adult 

family members in most outsourced works cannot be ruled out.  

o Allowing children to work in family enterprises tends to perpetuate the occupation-based caste 

system and binds children to their traditional family occupations.  

 

 Bill seems to have brought in a new concept of ‘part-time student, part-time child labour’ along 

with part-time teachers.poor children They will have no leisure, no time to play or study, leading to 

serious short- and long-term physical, psychological and social consequences 

  It has slashed the list of hazardous occupations for children from 83 to include just mining, 

explosives, and occupations mentioned in the Factory Act. This means that work in chemical mixing 

units, cotton farms, among others, have been dropped. Further, even the the ones listed as 

hazardous can be removed, according to Section 4 — not by Parliament but by government 

authorities at their own discretion. 

• In 2009, India passed the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (RTE). But the 

amendments in the new law make it practically impossible to implement the RTE. Its clauses put such a 

burden on poor low-caste families that instead of promoting education, the Act actually increases the 

potential for dropouts.  

• Not only do the new amendments reverse the gains of the 1986 Act, but actually contradict the Juvenile 

Justice (Care and Protection) of Children Act of 2000 that makes it punishable for anyone to procure or 

employ a child in a hazardous occupation.  

• They also contravene the International Labour Organisation’s (ILO) Minimum Age Convention and 

UNICEF’s Convention on the Rights of the Child, to which India is a signatory.  

• The devastating health consequences of the new Act may be the worst blow on India’s poor yet. There 

are 33 million child labourers in India, according to UNICEF. 

o  As per the 2011 census, 80 per cent of them are Dalits, 20 per cent are from the Backward Classes. This 

law will restrict these children to traditional caste-based occupations for generations.  

• The Census 2011 shows that 33.9 million children are out of school and vulnerable to labour. Around 

1.01 crore children in the 5-14 age group earn for their families. They will not be protected under the 

proposed amended law. 

What is needed ? 

• Making children work is not the solution. There is a need for strengthening their families through 

dedicated poverty alleviation programmes 
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38) Discuss the objectives and significance of the draft Civil Aspects of International 

Child Abduction Bill, 2016. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Objectives and Significance: 

 In the absence of a domestic law on “inter-parental child abduction” in India, very often children of 

such NRI’s who have grown up abroad become silent victims of their parents’ marital dispute 

when they are forcibly brought back by one of the parents. This wouldn't be the case once the bill 

is passed. 

 In sync with Hague convention: 

o  Hague Convention seeks “to protect to protect children internationally from the harmful 

effects of their wrongful removal or retention and to establish procedures to ensure their 

prompt return to the State of their habitual residence, as well as to secure protection for 

the rights of access 

 The intention is not to punish parents but to rebuild the family. In a majority of the cases, such 

children who have adapted to the culture of the country they are residing become very miserable 

once they are uprooted from their and brought to India. 

 It will ensure enforcement of custody orders of foreign courts.  

 The draft law mandates setting up of a central authority, to be headed by a joint secretary level 

officer, where an aggrieved parent can approach for the return of a child. The authority would have 

the power to decide all such cases. 

39) Discuss the pros and cons, and challenges of implementing universal basic 

income (UBI) in India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background : 

 Basic income is a form of social security system in which all citizens or residents of a country 

regularly receive an unconditional sum of money, either from a government or some other public 

institution, in addition to any income received from elsewhere. 

 The idea behind providing a basic income is to ensure that everyone has the wherewithal to enjoy a 

“basic” standard of living 

Should there be basic income to be given in India ? 

Yes: 

 The growing disenchantment with inefficient welfare delivery systems of governments across the 

board.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/05/2-discuss-objectives-significance-draft-civil-aspects-international-child-abduction-bill-2016/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/05/2-discuss-objectives-significance-draft-civil-aspects-international-child-abduction-bill-2016/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/rights-for-abducted-children/article9073430.ece
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 Rapid technological change has led to growing apprehensions about the labour market. 

o It will be beneficial for the unemployed  

 Experts believe basic income grants will work optimally with good public services and social 

investment. It will only work optimally if the vulnerable have institutional representation 

 Benefits of DBT: 

o Advocates believe they have the potential to unlock constraints to improved living 

standards and community-based economic development. 

 Sewa and UNICEF project in Madhya Pradesh :- 

o A majority did not prefer subsidies (covering rice, wheat, kerosene and sugar), and as a 

result of the experience of basic incomes more came to prefer cash to subsidies.  

o Eleven results stand out: 

 Many used money to improve their housing, latrines, walls and roofs, and to take 

precautions against malaria. 

 Nutrition was improved, particularly in scheduled caste (SC) and scheduled tribe (ST) 

households.  

 As there was a shift from ration shops to markets,  diets improved, with more fresh 

vegetables and fruit. Better diets helped to account for improved health and energy 

of children, linked to a reduced incidence of seasonal illness  

 Better health helped to explain the improved school attendance and performance . 

 It is important that families were taking action themselves. There was no need for 

expensive conditionality.  

 The scheme had positive equity outcomes. In most respects, there was a bigger 

positive effect for disadvantaged groups  lower-caste families, women, and those 

with disabilities. Suddenly, they had their own money, which gave them a stronger 

bargaining position in the household.  

 The basic income grants led to small-scale investments – more and better seeds, 

sewing machines, establishment of little shops, repairs to equipment, and so on. This 

was associated with more production, and thus higher incomes. 

 Contrary to the skeptics, the grants led to more labor and work. There was a shift 

from casual wage labor to more own-account farming and business activity, with less 

distress-driven out-migration. Women gained more than men. 

 There was an unanticipated reduction in bonded labor. 

 Those with basic income were more likely to reduce debt and less likely to go into 

greater debt.  

 Basic income grants gave villagers more control of their lives, and had beneficial 

equity and growth effects. 

No: 

 Because the proposal would  reportedly cost three times the current annual government 

spending.  

 It might make people irresponsible as government is providing money 
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 Funding it would require raising tax rates to levels that are not politically feasible.  

  Add to that the implausibility of taking away existing schemes especially those related to old-

age healthcare etc. 

 Critics believe it will worsen corruption, would be wasteful and inflationary, and would lower 

growth, by reducing the labor supply. 

  Putting money directly into people's hands will likely speed its velocity and add to price 

inflation.  

 It reduces the value of work to mere income. Work is not just wage labour and there is value in 

preserving the social aspects of work. 

 prompting younger age groups to leave the workforce if they are able to receive money for no 

cause. 

40) “Reservation is a necessary remedy for discrimination against Dalits today. But 

it does not remedy “past” exclusion from rights to property and education. 

Compensation is the appropriate remedy for the latter form of discrimination.” In 

the light of recent atrocities against the Dalit community, critically comment on 

the statement. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Reservation is a necessary remedy: 

 Education and employment through reservation was a major source of upward mobility for Dalits 

 Given the legacy of embedded discrimination, the experience of the past 65 years suggests that 

affirmative action did succeed, even if the success was modest.  

o There is proportional representation for scheduled castes and scheduled tribes in state 

legislatures and in national Parliament, just as there is proportional representation for 

Dalits and tribals in employment in government and the public sector, particularly at lower 

levels. 

However it is not the solution for all problems: 

 Dalits have been excluded from property and education since the codification of the Manusmriti. 

As the enrichment of the upper castes came at the cost of impoverishment of Dalits, there is a 

moral and legal ground for compensation 

 In 2012, only 23 per cent of Scheduled Caste rural workers owned land. About 53 per cent of SCs 

in rural areas and 23 per cent in urban areas depended on upper castes for wage labour. The land 

reforms have practically bypassed the Dalits, so have the policies that encouraged the growth of 

enterprises. 

 There are still lot of incidents which show the discrimination and violence inflicted on this 

community. 

 Privatization of both of education and employment avenues has chipped away at the sources of 

Dalit empowerment. 
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o The share of the public sector in jobs was 20 per cent in 2012. In other words, there is no 

reservation in 80 per cent of employment avenues in the country. 

o In 1995, private institutions took in seven per cent of students who opted for higher 

education. In 2014, their share had gone up to 30 per cent. This works to the detriment of 

Dalits in accessing education. 

o Selective discrimination has blocked the entry of Dalits in private jobs. This explains the 

high unemployment rate of the SCs: 7 .3 per cent . 

 Outcomes of reservations in higher education were not quite as good as in government 

employment. The stipulated quotas are not met either because a sufficient number do not make 

the threshold of a significantly reduced minimum. 

 The benefits of reservations have increasingly accrued to the better-off, the more educated, 

among Dalits and tribals.  

What can be done? 

 Malaysian model of economic empowerment:  

o The government increases the share of the poor in the capital of domestic and foreign 

companies, and thereby, assures regular flow of income to them. The share of the Malay 

community in companies increased from seven per cent in 1970 to about 20 per cent in 

2000 as a result of this policy. 

 Public land and the cultivable wasteland could be distributed to Dalits for horticulture and 

livestock rearing. 

 Equal opportunities in school education are an imperative. This would address problems of 

unequal access, uneven completion rates and asymmetrical dropout rates, to progressively 

diminish the need for reservations.  

 It is necessary to recognize that discrimination, hence exclusion, is multi-dimensional. It is not only 

about caste but also about religion, gender, ethnicity and, ultimately, income. 

 It is essential to accept the idea that affirmative action must be limited to first-time entrants or 

first-generation learners.  

41) In 2014, the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2014 was 

unanimously passed in Rajya Sabha. Recently, the government has drafted a 

new Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016.  Compare both the 

versions and critically comment on features of the the 2016 Bill. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Comparison: 

 Definition: 

o The former version of the transgender Bill honoured the understanding through a broad 

definition that included those who identified themselves by a gender other than the one 

assigned to them at birth. That definition affirmed the right of a transgender person to 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/17/4-2014-transgender-persons-protection-rights-bill-2014-unanimously-passed-rajya-sabha-recently-government-drafted-new-transgender-persons-protection-rights-bill/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/17/4-2014-transgender-persons-protection-rights-bill-2014-unanimously-passed-rajya-sabha-recently-government-drafted-new-transgender-persons-protection-rights-bill/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/17/4-2014-transgender-persons-protection-rights-bill-2014-unanimously-passed-rajya-sabha-recently-government-drafted-new-transgender-persons-protection-rights-bill/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/17/4-2014-transgender-persons-protection-rights-bill-2014-unanimously-passed-rajya-sabha-recently-government-drafted-new-transgender-persons-protection-rights-bill/
http://www.epw.in/journal/2016/37/commentary/no-country-transgenders.html
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have the option of choosing to identify themselves either as a “man”, “woman” or 

“transgender”. 

o The current Bill completely eliminates the option of identification as either male or female. 

the Bill reinforces injurious stereotypes about transgender persons as being part male and 

part female. 

 The previous Bill provides for creation of welfare boards at the Centre and State level for the 

community however in the present bill there is a national body. 

 There is no mention of Transgender Rights Courts in the current bill. 

 There is a provision of reservation of employment in the previous Bill which is not the case now. 

 It also makes provisions for pensions and unemployment allowances for members of the 

community which is not mentioned in the current bill. 

Provisions of the bill: 

 Definition of a transgender person: 

o The Bill defines a transgender person as one who is (i) neither wholly  female or male; (ii) a 

combination of female and male;  or (iii) neither female nor male. 

 Prohibition against discrimination:  

o The Bill prohibits the discrimination against a transgender person, including denial of service 

or unfair treatment in relation to: (i) education; (ii) employment; (iii) healthcare etc. 

 Right of residence:  

o Every transgender person shall have a right to reside and be included in his household. If the 

immediate family is unable to care for the transgender person, the person may be placed in 

a rehabilitation centre, on the orders of a competent court. 

 Employment:  

o No government or private entity can discriminate against a transgender person in 

employment matters, including recruitment, promotion, etc. 

 Health care:  

o The government shall take steps to provide health facilities to transgender persons 

including separate HIV surveillance centres, sex reassignment surgeries, etc. 

 Certificate of identity for a transgender person:  

o A transgender person may make an application to the District Magistrate for a certificate of 

identity, indicating the gender as ‘transgender’. 

  Welfare measures by the government:  

o The Bill states that the relevant government will take measures to ensure the full inclusion 

and participation of transgender persons in society.  I 

o t must also take steps for their rescue and rehabilitation, vocational training and self-

employment, create schemes that are transgender sensitive, and promote their 

participation in cultural activities. Offences and Penalties:   

o The Bill recognizes the following offences: (i) begging, forced or bonded labour (ii) denial of 

use of a public place (iii) denial of residence in household, village, etc (iv) physical, sexual, 

verbal, emotional and economic abuse. 
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Negatives: 

 The Bill completely eliminates the option of identification by transgender persons as either male or 

female and even reinforces injurious stereotypes about transpersons being part male and part 

female. 

 provide a mechanism for the recognition of identity. The issue here is that providing for such an 

onerous procedure stands in violation of the self-identification principle. 

 There is simply no  punitive mechanism in place as far as potential violation of the duty against 

discrimination is concerned. 

  The Bill criminalises enticing a transgender person to indulge in the act of begging. 

o This not only ignores the ground reality that begging is one of the few income generating 

options available to a large number of transpersons, but provides another avenue for the 

misuse of the law.  

 There are a number of other omissions the provision of reservations for transgender persons which 

were promised by NALSA and appeared in the former draft of the Bill, but have now disappeared. 

  National Council for Transgender Persons has been created, but has also been rendered toothless 

without any significant powers 

  The Transgender Rights Bill 2016 does not have a clear grievance redressal mechanism and, in 

addition to being ambiguous about the methods individuals must follow to seek justice. 

 The bill does not talk of reservations in educational institutions for members of the transgender 

community who do not belong to the Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes. 

 It is silent on the count of police violence against the community, which serves as an important 

reason why the community is relegated to the margins in India.  

42) Refugees are often seen as harbingers of socioeconomic instability in host 

countries. Do you agree? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

No: 

 According to world bank report Over the last 25 years, hosting refugees may have contributed to 

causing conflict in only eight out of 991 country-year episodes, and in each case, the country was 

already on the brink of conflict. 

 Even the economic story is not very different. Refugees typically represent less than 1% of the 

population of host countries and their impact on economic performance is more muted. 

 Advanced economies that are hosting or planning to host refugees can benefit from an increase in 

the labor supply that reduces the dependency ratio caused by an aging population. 

 Investment in physical infrastructure, despite having an immediate cost, results in long-term 

benefits that typically exceed their cost. These public investments, coupled with smart policies 

that target labor market integration, may improve the long-run growth prospects of host countries. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/transgender-persons-bill-passed-approve-empowerment-2926551/


  Secure Synopsis | September - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  60 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

Yes: 

 Countries that have the biggest number of refugees in the world are already backward in terms of 

their business environment and incomes. 

 Of the 10 largest refugee-hosting countries in 2015, all but one were in the bottom half of the 

World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business index. 

 Many of these refugees might never return home threatens the long-term stability of these states. 

 Driving down wages: 

o Adding to the religious strains are the ubiquitous complaints about Syrian workers driving 

down wages, and the burden refugees place on Lebanon's already overtaxed and 

underfunded infrastructure. Lebanon which had a $4 billion budget deficit in 2013  will 

require an additional $2 billion just to provide basic services to its new residents. 

 Unemployment: 

o Another issue of concern to policy makers in host countries is the impact of the refugee 

influx on the local labor market. 

 Investments in social infrastructure to meet the urgent humanitarian needs of refugees result in 

immediate costs and benefits, where the net benefits are often negative and create a degree of 

resentment on the part of hosting populations 

Q) Examine why there is a demand for diluting provisions of the Scheduled Castes 

and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act? Do you think this demand 

should be accepted? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes, the demand is genuine: 

 Fear of the act being misused and there have been cases of misuse of the act against non dalits. 

 As police is pressurised by the act to take action they don't go into details whether the crime has 

taken place or not and file an FIR. 

 Also police can start investigation and arrest the perpetuators without any warrant this gives 

enormous powers to them. 

No, the demand should not be accepted: 

 There are groups of citizens in India who have repeatedly suffered such gross violations of the 

fundamental right to dignity like being killed for skinning cows dead, paraded them naked because 

they belong to a lower community, then surely the republic owes them the protection of special 

laws like the PoAA. 

 Imagined improvement in the lives of Dalits is seen as a reduction in the social distance 

separating the two groups, thereby implying a decline in the status of the dominant castes. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/24/5-examine-demand-diluting-provisions-scheduled-castes-scheduled-tribes-prevention-atrocities-act-think-demand-accepted-critically-commen/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/24/5-examine-demand-diluting-provisions-scheduled-castes-scheduled-tribes-prevention-atrocities-act-think-demand-accepted-critically-commen/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/24/5-examine-demand-diluting-provisions-scheduled-castes-scheduled-tribes-prevention-atrocities-act-think-demand-accepted-critically-commen/
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/satish-deshpande-on-discrimination-against-dalits-sts-pushback-against-civil-liberties/article9141338.ece
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 Both in Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra, the two States where it has been voiced, the demand is 

coming from political parties representing regionally dominant castes. Both States have seen the 

emergence (or re-emergence) of Dalit assertion following some upward mobility. 

 Reports from activist groups show that it is hard for ordinary Dalits to get cases registered, and 

extremely difficult to get them placed under the PoAA. 

o Indeed, according to the National Crime Bureau of India, conviction rates under the PoA Act 

are notably lower than general conviction rates. 

 Although the PoA act guarantees atrocity victims legal recourse, deficiencies within the act and its 

implementation allow the potential for miscarriages of justice at every stage: from the moment 

the First Information Report is filed, to the crime’s investigation, to the trial, and even in the 

appeals process. 

 victims of atrocities belong to socially and economically disadvantaged sections of society, longer 

trials are especially likely to negatively impact conviction rates under the PoA. While cases are 

being delayed, pressure from dominant groups is often applied to victims and witnesses, who are 

either threatened or bribed to retract their testimonies or withdraw their cases. 

Topic: Pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity. 

43) “If concurrent Lok Sabha and Assembly elections were to be a reality, it would 

go against the political diversity essential for addressing the social diversity of 

India.” Elaborate. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes simultaneous elections are needed :- 

 Simultaneous elections will save a lot of money and will help the government carry forward the 

developmental project without many hindrances. 

 With multiple elections, the Model Code of Conduct is in force for much of the time, which 

prevents the government from initiating new projects. 

 There are some environmental benefits also that flow out of the rigorous enforcement of public 

discipline like non-defacement of private and public property, noise and air pollution, ban on 

plastics, etc. 

 Results at the central level influence the state elections based on the work done by the central 

government too when elections are not held simultaneously. 

 The bigger problem is the havoc played by the money power of political parties and contestants. 

Though the law prescribes a ceiling on the expenditure of candidates, the fact is that it is violated 

with impunity 

 Enhances accountability as there is a tendency by the elected representatives to forget voters after 

the elections for five years and frequent elections keeps them on their toes.. 

 

 

http://ncrb.nic.in/StatPublications/CII/CII2014/Table%204.7.pdf
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No :- 

 If it is imposed only to reduce the number of elections and cut costs, it is highly undesirable, 

because it privileges monetary concerns over democratic principles. 

 The seeming intention to force all States, and sometimes it has even been mentioned all 

panchayats, not only seems impractical but also a step in the direction of moving the country 

towards becoming a unitary state rather than a federal one that the Constitution envisages. 

  There is a tendency among the voters to vote for the same party both for electing the State 

government as well as the Central government. 

o When simultaneous elections for the Assembly and the Lok Sabha were held in these States, 

in 24 elections the major political parties polled almost a similar proportion of votes both for 

the Assembly and the Lok Sabha, while only in seven instances was the choice of voters 

somewhat different. 

o In 1999 people from 77% of the constituencies voted to the same party at both levels.  

 simultaneous elections bring to a standstill normal functioning of the government and life of the 

citizens and bring a heavy recurring costs. 

 Huge task and increased burden for election commission to conduct the elections.  

 If loksabha is dissolved then all state governments need to be dissolved too is the question. 

o For example when the former Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s 13-day government fell 

in 1996, should all the State Assemblies have been dissolved at that time? Would it have 

been valid to disturb the mandate of those governments 

 local and national issues do  get mixed up to distort priorities.  

Topic: Role of civil services in a democracy.  

44) In the light of the tenth anniversary of the Supreme Court’s judgement in the 

Prakash Singh case, critically comment on the need for police reforms and measures 

already taken in this regard. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

 

Why does India need police reforms? 

 

 The statutory basis for the Indian police is the Police Act of 1861. It was established by the British 

in the colonial India after the mutiny of the revolt of 1857. The act was in general authoritarian in 

nature. It put the police completely under the control of the British rulers and that was indeed the 

purpose 

 states and the Centre need to put in place mechanisms to ensure that:  

o The police have functional responsibility while remaining under the supervision of the 

executive; political control over the police is kept within legitimate bounds; internal 

management systems are fair, transparent; policing is increased in terms of its core 

functions, and public complaints are addressed through an independent mechanism. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/22/5-light-tenth-anniversary-supreme-courts-judgement-prakash-singh-case-critically-comment-need-police-reforms-measures-already-taken-regard/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/22/5-light-tenth-anniversary-supreme-courts-judgement-prakash-singh-case-critically-comment-need-police-reforms-measures-already-taken-regard/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/22/5-light-tenth-anniversary-supreme-courts-judgement-prakash-singh-case-critically-comment-need-police-reforms-measures-already-taken-regard/
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 Economic progress cannot be sustained if India is not able to generate a safe and secure 

environment. The democratic structure may also crumble if India does not arrest the trend of 

criminals gaining ascendancy in public life. 

 The three greatest problems confronting the country today are:  

o the challenge of international terrorism, the spread of Maoist influence over vast areas of 

Central India and the cancer of corruption.  

o If India has to tackle these problems effectively, there is no getting away from having a 

professional police force, well trained and equipped, highly motivated, and committed to 

upholding the law of the land and the constitution of the country.  

o The police are the first responders in the event of any terrorist attack or Maoist violence, 

and they are also the backbone of our intelligence, investigation and anti-corruption 

agencies. 

 The global average ratio of police-population is 270 to 100,000, where it’s 120  in India 

 

Reforms so far taken: 

 

 A lot of initiatives have been taken at the center and state level and various commissions have 

come up with some extremely nourishing recommendations.  

 The eight reports submitted by the National Police Commission (1977-81) have been the most 

exhaustive and highly comprehensive among all. The Ribeiro Committee on Police Reforms (1998) 

and the Padmanabhaiah Committee on Police Reforms (2000) are also to name a few more initiates 

that have studied various aspects of policing and come up with various recommendations for 

healthy reforms.  

 The Supreme Court set up some new commissions to analyze the issue and came up with a set of 

directives that need to be followed by the policing system in each state. However, because the 

honorable Supreme Court can only send directives and recommend change, and not legislate, it’s 

very unfortunate that the implementation has not been even close to the effort put in preparing 

the recommendations for a good reform. 

Criticism: 

 

 In the majority of the 17 Police Acts passed since 2006, state governments have given themselves 

the sole discretion to appoint police chiefs instead of choosing from a panel recommended by the 

UPSC. 

  In many of the nine operational Police Complaints Authorities currently in place, their design has 

been subverted by appointing serving police officers as judges in their own cause. Elsewhere, their 

functioning has been hobbled by the lack of independent investigators. 

 Centre responded by the formation of committees to create a Model Police law in line with the 

Court’s directions. Another Police Act drafting committee was formed in 2013 to make revisions to 

the 2006 model. However the recommendations are lying dormant. 
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Q) Do you think IAS officers serving in their home-state are less efficient and 

corrupt? Giving reasons, discuss the areas for reform of Indian Administrative 

Service.  (200 Words) 

Livemint 

No, they are not corrupt:: 

 Some evidence suggests that officers serving in their home-state are linked to superior service 

delivery. While local bureaucrats are typically thought to be susceptible to corruption, the 

presence of strong local accountability mechanisms, such as a strong media presence, can act as a 

check on malfeasance. 

 They know the ground realities better,know the local conditions and have a better understanding 

of the society there so they can actually take better action. 

 Older officers who enter as part of large cadres and face limited career prospects given the fixed 

retirement age tend to fare worse at improving economic outcomes. 

Yes,they are less efficient and corrupt: 

 There is a chance of nepotism and using the administrative power to fulfill their vested interests . 

 As they belong to the same state they can easily form a nexus with the politicians and usurp 

power. 

Reasons and areas for administrative reforms: 

 It is hamstrung by political meddling, governed by outmoded personnel procedures, crippled by a 

lack of domain expertise, and marked by a mixed record on policy implementation. 

 paucity of hard data on its operations and performance until now. 

 There is valuable information that can predict the future effectiveness of civil servants, yet those in 

charge of making personnel moves rarely utilize these data points. 

 Administrative reform areas: 

o The advent of big data provides a natural opportunity to use metrics on officers’ 

performance in the field to inform promotion and retention decisions. Seniority, after all, 

is a blunt instrument for deciding who gets promoted and who does not. 

o Given that older officers entering the bureaucracy are perceived as less effective, reducing 

the maximum age of entry into the IAS is a relatively easy reform the government could 

introduce.  

o A much thornier issue is tackling under-performing officers already in the service. Here, the 

government should consider the proposal that officers deemed unfit for further service at 

specified career benchmarks be compulsorily retired through a transparent, uniform system 

of performance review. 

o The government might contemplate allowing IAS officers to work more closely with their 

home states. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/12/4-think-ias-officers-serving-home-state-less-efficient-corrupt-giving-reasons-discuss-areas-reform-indian-administrative-service/
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o It is imperative that the Central and state governments institute safeguards to protect 

against arbitrary, politically motivated transfers and postings of civil servants. 

Topic: e-governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; 

45) Recently, the Supreme Court of India made it mandatory for the police to upload 

within 48 hours a First Information Report (FIR) drawn up by it suo motu or on a 

complaint. Discuss the significance of this ruling and challenges in its 

implementation. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background :- 

 The Supreme Court  asked all states and Union territories to upload a copy of first information 

reports within 24 hours of registration. 

 The deadline can be extended to 48 hours if there are connectivity problems because of 

geographical location or other unavoidable difficulties. The 48 hours can be extended up to 72 

hours but the reason can only be connectivity problems linked to location. 

 States such as Sikkim, Meghalaya, Manipur and Jammu and Kashmir can upload the FIRs within 72 

hours on account of their location. 

 The court clarified that failure to upload an FIR per se would not be ground for acquitting the 

accused in a case 

Significance :- 

 Benefits victims of crime who have no means of getting to know whether their complaint had been 

brought on record or not. 

 The court’s prescription makes it difficult for station house officers to ignore crime, a common 

practice adopted with a view to helping an offender or to dress police statistics up so that they 

conceal even a slight rise in crime. 

 Shows the court’s consistent stand that human rights are sacrosanct and cannot be trampled 

upon out of malice or at the instigation of the political executive. 

 Showed intense sensitivity in respect of two issues: the need to protect national security, as well 

as the privacy of a citizen; and the technical feasibility of implementing its directive that FIRs should 

be uploaded within 48 hours of their registration. 

 Extended the time up to 72 hours for states which are located in difficult terrains where internet 

connectivity is poor. 

Challenges: 

 With most rural areas not connected via internet, existing modest police resources, could hinder 

easy implementation of the court directive. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/14/2-recently-supreme-court-india-made-mandatory-police-upload-within-48-hours-first-information-report-fir-drawn-suo-motu-complaint-discuss-significance/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/14/2-recently-supreme-court-india-made-mandatory-police-upload-within-48-hours-first-information-report-fir-drawn-suo-motu-complaint-discuss-significance/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/14/2-recently-supreme-court-india-made-mandatory-police-upload-within-48-hours-first-information-report-fir-drawn-suo-motu-complaint-discuss-significance/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/14/2-recently-supreme-court-india-made-mandatory-police-upload-within-48-hours-first-information-report-fir-drawn-suo-motu-complaint-discuss-significance/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/14/2-recently-supreme-court-india-made-mandatory-police-upload-within-48-hours-first-information-report-fir-drawn-suo-motu-complaint-discuss-significance/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/14/2-recently-supreme-court-india-made-mandatory-police-upload-within-48-hours-first-information-report-fir-drawn-suo-motu-complaint-discuss-significance/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-first-step-to-wholesome-reform/article9105325.ece


  Secure Synopsis | September - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  66 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

 There is lack of personnel in the police department. The directive doesn't look into other reforms 

police needs. 

 The measure of a committee being appointed to look into the complaint made to SP delays the 

process  

What can be done? 

An alternative would be for the State Crime Branch CID at police headquarters to act as the repository or 

nodal agency to undertake the task of uploading of FIRs. 

46) Write a note on the Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS). (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Livemint 

 The BBPS is a centralised bill payment system that will allow you to use a single website or outlet 

to pay all your monthly or repetitive bills such as mobile phone and electricity. 

 The applicants that received in-principle approvals include Oxigen Services India Pvt. Ltd, BillDesk, 

TechProcess Payment Services Ltd and Paytm. 

  Once BBPS is implemented, you will be able to pay all your bills at one place. You will be allowed 

to pay through multiple modes of payments such as Net banking, credit cards, debit cards, e-

wallets, and even by cash in case of offline mode, and get instant confirmation. 

 The platform will have two entities—Bharat Bill Payment Central Unit (BBPCU) and Bharat Bill 

Payment Operating Unit (BBPOU). 

o BBPCU is a central system that will connect all billers. In 2014, RBI had authorised the 

National Payments Corp. of India (NPCI) to act as a BBPCU for this project. 

o NPCI is responsible for setting up operational, technical and business standards for the 

entire system and its participants, and also undertake clearing and settlement activities. 

Meanwhile, BBPOUs will be authorised operational entities for facilitating bill payments 

online and offline. 

 So once BBPS goes live, you will no longer have to visit individual billing companies’ websites or 

physical outlets to pay your bills. 

Challenges:- 

 With BBPS, access to several billers will be shared by all participants. Therefore, a viable business 

model may be difficult. 

 If you plan to use this service, do take note of the charges 
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Topic: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

47) Recently it was reported that the government think tank Niti Aayog could be 

setting up a behavioural economics unit. Discuss the significance of this move for 

India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

 Behavioural economics is a method of economic analysis that applies psychological insights into 

human behaviour to explain economic decision-making. 

Significance :- 

 The government's think tank NITI Aayog has tied up with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to set 

up a 'nudge unit' that will work towards bringing about behavioural changes and recommending 

policy corrections to help make the programmes more effective. 

 These units help governments design incentives so that individual behaviour is nudged in a 

particular direction.  

o Immunization rates in some Rajasthan villages climbed after free lentils were given to 

women who brought their babies to local dispensaries. 

 According to World Bank report, social or cultural contexts also matter a great deal. Public policy 

is often focused on the problems of market failure or state failure. 

 sensitise people at the grassroots towards the government's flagship programmes such as Swachh 

Bharat, Jan Dhan Yojana, Digital India and Skill Development through social messaging and new ad 

campaigns. 

 Behavioural Economists can drive the programmes marring by issues by recommending changes 

in advertising, financial outflow and other softer elements related to the success of the 

programmes. 

Concerns: 

 They are of little use as far as the bigger challenges of rapid economic growth, poverty reduction 

and macroeconomic stability go. These units may fall prey to a paternalistic view that planners 

know better than citizens despite the fact that public policy designers have the same behavioural 

quirks that other human beings have. 

 The very complexity of the country means that what works in one state may not work in another; 

in fact, what works in one district may not work in another. 

 One of the big crisis that hit the world of behavioral sciences and psychology is where many 

‘successful’ experiments could not be replicated. This was particularly true of social priming. 

 Complex and wicked problems need a multi-disciplinary approach. A nudge unit team needs to 

bring in diverse skills. One that if filled with Behavioral Scientists may not be the best approach. 
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48) From 1995 to 2014, 999 suicides were reported inside Indian prisons. What 

measures should government, courts and other related institutions take to prevent 

deaths in prisons? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Why deaths occur in prisons: 

 The numbers show that the prison department is ill-equipped to protect the health and safety of 

inmates. Little public scrutiny in jails provides the possibility of violation of basic rights. 

 Prison monitors are mandated to regularly visit jails, listen to prisoners’ grievances, identify areas 

of concern, and seek resolution. 

 Based on commonwealth human rights initiative  study  not even 1 per cent of Indian jails are 

monitored. 

 National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has expressed concern in the past about post-mortem 

reports “appearing to be doctored due to influence”. 

 The prison department is mandated to report all cases of custodial death to the NHRC within 24 

hours of their occurrence. But the prison department data collated by the NCRB and the NHRC data 

don’t match. 

What needs to be done? 

 Providing counselling to inmates is crucial for them to deal with the ordeal they undergo in 

custody. 

 The Supreme Court ordered the Centre and the States to install CCTV cameras in all the prisons in 

the country. CCTV cameras serve two purposes: they bring on record incidents that could 

otherwise be suppressed, and play a preventive role in violation of rights. 

 The NHRC has repeatedly issued guidelines to prevent and respond to custodial deaths. It is time 

for the State governments to start taking these guidelines seriously. 

 If the state works to promote communication between the inmate and his family and lawyer, 

increase conjugal visits, ensure adequate trained prison staff, and open up the prison to civil 

society, there might not be more lives lost. 

 India’s prisons are 117% over capacity, or almost 62,000 inmates more than they have space for. 

This needs to be immediately looked into. 

 Some of the prison reforms needed include replacing the 1894 Prison Act with a new one, 

amending prison manuals keeping human rights in mind, reducing overcrowding, one of the 

biggest problems in most prisons, shifting foreign nationals to detention centres from prisons after 

their sentence is completed, till they are deported to their respective countries. 
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49) The World Trade Organisation’s (WTO) Appellate Body has declared certain 

domestic content requirements (DCRs) in India’s Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar 

Mission (JNNSM) illegal. Should India comply with this ruling? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 Under JNNSM, whose goal is to make India “a global leader in solar energy”, the government enters 

into long-term electricity purchase contracts with eligible solar power developers (SPDs), assuring 

them guaranteed prices for 25 years. 

 However, only those SPDs who source certain types of solar cells and modules domestically are 

eligible. 

 The objective evidently is to favour domestic solar cells and modules over imported ones. It was 

this DCR measure that the U.S. challenged in the WTO. 

Yes India should comply with this ruling: 

 The WTO treaty prohibits countries from discriminating against goods based on origin or 

destination. 

o According to the Appellate Body, India’s DCR measure in JNNSM violates this rule and the 

general prohibition against discrimination between imported and domestic products. 

 GATT allows a country to adopt measures ‘essential’ to the acquisition or distribution of products in 

general or local ‘short supply’. India argued that since the domestic production of solar modules is 

limited, these products are in ‘short supply’. 

o  The Appellate Body disagreed and held that whether a product is in ‘short supply’ has to 

be determined by looking at supply from all sources, not just domestic. 

 India failed to show a domestic law or an international legal norm with direct application in India, 

compliance with which necessitated the DCR. 

 To pursue environmental objectives, a country cannot adopt measures that result in arbitrary or 

unjustified discrimination or constitute disguised restriction on trade. 

 Compliance will be in India’s interest because mandatory domestic sourcing irrespective of costs 

might make solar power generation unfeasible, thus impairing India’s own objective. 

 India should not commit the mistake of replacing the illegal DCR measures with WTO-prohibited 

subsidies to safeguard solar manufacturing, because these subsidies might trigger more WTO cases 

against India. 

 India, by imposing a mandatory domestic content requirement, had violated its national treatment 

obligation. 

 By mandatorily requiring solar power producers to buy locally, the government is imposing an 

additional cost, usually passed on to the ultimate consumer, for the production of clean energy. 

The decision may therefore stand to benefit the interest of the ultimate consumer. 
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No India should not bother about this ruling :- 

 Based on past experiences US has not complied with the ruling many times so India need not take 

this ruling very seriously. 

 Environmentalists, criticised the ruling  as undermining India’s efforts towards promoting the use 

of clean energy.  

50) Do you think the Lodha Committee’s report on the administration of the Board 

of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) is an intrusion into affairs of otherwise well 

governed sport in India? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background :- 

Living up to its promise of regaining the “purity of the game” and restoring the dignity of the players, the 

Lodha Committee has suggested sweeping reforms in the structuring and governance of cricket in the 

country. 

The recommendations of the committee are an intrusion into the affairs of BCCI because of the following 

reasons: 

 The cricket schedule by BCCI is well- drawn, former cricketers get a generous pension, young 

players find financial security in the Indian Premier League, and there is much to cheer in Indian 

cricket.  

 Equal representation irrespective of cricketing activity is likely to result in a situation where States 

with little or no cricketing activity will abuse their representation. 

o The ‘one country one vote’ system resulted in the FIFA corruption scandal of 2015 where 

countries where there is little or no football activity were allegedly bribed by FIFA officials to 

vote in a particular manner 

 The recommendation for drastic reduction in advertisements will have a crippling effect on BCCI’s 

financial health. 

o The entire revenue model on which Indian Premier League is based will collapse 

o Further, it would adversely affect franchisees and participating cricketers, besides reducing 

domestic cricketing activity. 

 The BCCI said the Committee’s recommendation for caps on tenure and cooling-off periods for 

cricket administrators has no rationale. 

 It would be unjust to deny an individual the full right to his freedom of association and the 

necessary core right to be part of the management of the affairs of such association and have a say 

in its functioning.  

o Such a bar would also hamper continuity of meritorious and deserving administrators and 

impact the development of the game 
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 On the ban on ministers, government servants and persons holding honorary posts in another 

sports body from being part of the BCCI, the Board said such a restriction is in clear violation of 

the constitutional freedom of association under Article (19) (1) (c), and “patently unreasonable”. 

 Board strongly opposed the recommendation to make persons over 70 years of age ineligible to 

hold BCCI positions, saying there cannot be an age cap for persons who are elected in a 

democratic manner.  

 Justice Lodha Committee did not appreciate that each office-bearer is first elected by the State 

before he gets a chance to contest elections in the BCCI and such a ban would be akin to penalising 

a State administration by denying it the administrative experience of an office bearer who also 

holds an honorary post in the BCCI. 

Problems with BCCI: 

 Refusal to embrace transparency and the lack of respect for the ordinary fan have been 

emblematic of a feudal mindset that guides cricket’s officialdom. 

 Appointment of selection committees, to cite one example, went against norms set by Justice 

Lodha committee which had recommended a three-member panel. The board stuck to the status 

quo of having five 

 Each Indian State would only be entitled to a single vote within the BCCI, a mandate that is likely 

to damage a coterie of power held by Maharashtra and Gujarat that have three associations each.  

 It directs the establishment of an apex council of nine members, overseen by a reputable chief 

executive officer, comprising three independent persons, with two from a newly constituted 

“players’ association”, and at least one woman, to conduct the day-to-day administration of the 

sport in the country  

 The institution of lucid norms within the BCCI’s constitution to regulate conflicts of interest, 

including the reduction in involvement from politicians; and, most critically, a more reasonable 

division, if not a complete separation, between the BCCI and the IPL. 

 In bringing about a change in the board’s structure through the Lodha Committee’s 

recommendations, the Supreme Court isn’t making law. It is merely making accountable a body 

that enjoys a virtually state-sanctioned monopoly, which allows it to alter the fundamental nature 

of a property that it holds in trust for the public. 

 Players association : 

o Former first-class players, five years after retirement, would become part of the association. 

The idea is to give players voice, use their expertise and skills for the development and 

betterment of the game. 

o The panel, in a significant departure from the past, suggests that one individual hold only 

one post in cricket administration.  

o This report will bring cricket fans back to the fold and put an end to regional excesses and 

imbalances reign by cliques, corruption and red tape 
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Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s 

interests 

51) “India’s relations with Egypt do indeed reflect the twists and turns in Indian 

foreign policy in the Middle East.” Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Yes it depends on the twists and turns of the India's foreign policy towards Middle East: 

 With the Indian PM's visit to Middle East last year Egypt has come into focus again which was not 

visible in the previous government's tenure where the relation with Middle East were less which in 

turn reflected the relation with Egypt . 

 After Cold War the region’s shifting international relations and the rise of Islamist identity in the 

Middle East led to decline in political relations with the Middle East and in turn Egypt despite 

economic interdependence in the form of oil imports. 

 With economic reforms of 1991 India's Middle East policy mainly focussed on Indians working in 

the gulf region and led to decline in relations with Egypt. 

No Egypt has a special place: 

 During Nehru era  the government unveiled an all-round outreach to the Middle East by signing a 

series of friendship treaties across the region from Iran to Turkey. But Egypt was very special as 

their bond  captured the political essence of India’s regional policy ,bilateral partnership, Arab 

solidarity and the construction of the non-aligned movement. 

 India supported Egypt on the nationalisation of the Suez Canal, which was central to Egypt’s 

national identity and economy 

 It was also defined by India’s contribution to the construction of the Aswan Dam on the Nile and 

in exploring joint defence projects like the building of a jet engine and a fighter aircraft. 

What needs to be done ? 

Egypt has many challenges going on like defeating the threat to the current political order, accelerating 

economic modernisation, and regaining its regional primacy. So India can support it in the following ways : 

 India needs to put faith in the Egypt’s natural leadership role in the Middle East region  

 urgent measures need to be taken that will help Egypt demonstrate quick and visible economic 

improvement for Egyptian citizens 

 expansion of security cooperation to counter international terrorism in the subcontinent and the 

Middle East.  

 Both have common interest in a stable Gulf region. So both countries can order their military 

establishments to develop a coordinated approach to regional security in the Gulf. 
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52) It is said that there is a special case for India and Africa to collaborate in health. 

Discuss why. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Reasons why Africa and India need to collaborate on health are: 

 Both support over a third of its population and harbour about half of its disease burden. 

 Infectious diseases such as tuberculosis, malaria, HIV/AIDS, childhood diarrhoea and respiratory 

infections remain big challenges. 

 both regions are witnessing a shift towards non-communicable diseases such as diabetes, 

cardiovascular disease, mental illness, etc 

 Where can India help Africa? 

o In the health sector, especially human resource. Africa has a very low density of physicians 

and nurses, which stand at 2.7 and 12.4 per 10,000 people, respectively, against a world 

average of 13.9 and 28.6. 

o Besides the private sector, Government of India initiatives such as ‘Focus Africa’, ‘Team-9 

Initiative’ and ‘Pan-African e-Network Project’ have a significant investment on health 

care. 

o The telemedicine initiative has enabled a number of super-specialty hospitals in India to be 

connected with physicians in Africa, impacting not just health tourism in India, but also 

capacity building in Africa through continuing medical education (CME) credits. 

 In 2014 India exported medicines worth $3.5 billion to Africa and the foreign direct investment 

(FDI) by Indian pharmaceutical companies in Africa was $67.4 million. 

 Affordable anti-retroviral drugs from India have been instrumental in containing Africa’s HIV/AIDS 

epidemic. 

  India is also a frequent destination for Africans seeking specialised treatment for cancer and 

other ailments. 

What can be done to increase he cooperation: 

 India has clear strengths in its generic pharmaceuticals industry, and  it has a large human resource 

in the health sector as well. These can be leveraged for capacity building in Africa.  

 Both Africa and India have a rich heritage of traditional medicine and will have to develop their 

own low-cost approaches. 

  India has developed not just high quality institutions in basic, clinical and public health research 

and drug delivery model such as the Open Source Drug Discovery (OSDD), can provide interesting 

options.  

o The CSIR is already championing the OSDD model for TB and malaria, both highly relevant 

for Africa as well. 

 The India-Africa Health Fund should be used to build capacity by training African health-care 

workers and researchers in Indian hospitals and research laboratories.  

 Some of the 50,000 scholarships over the next five years should also be used to train African 

students in basic, clinical and public health research at Indian universities and institutes.  
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 Capacity building, biomedical research and innovation should become central themes for 

discussion at the IAHSM. This will make the partnership sustainable and valuable. 

53) Do you agree with the view that the LEMOA is a critical link in the U.S.’s plans 

for a larger pivot towards Asia. Also, that it is intended to meet the threat from an 

increasingly assertive China? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes it is the critical link for us pivot of Asia policy: 

 India is set to lose its sovereign decision-making status and strategic independence. 

 stationing of US troops in India will cause social turmoil among Indian citizens. 

No: 

 The agreement does not mention the setting up of permanent bases in either country. 

 According to the signatories, LEMOA only facilitates establishing mutual basing facilities.  This 

would be on a case-by-case basis, intended to help speed up humanitarian relief operations as also 

emergency evacuation from conflict-prone regions. 

  It could also help smoothen operational logistics between the navies of the two countries. 

  It could convey an impression that India had gone from becoming a major defence partner to a 

significant “non-NATO ally. 

 It is in India's interest in the long term in terms of being able to obtain fuel and logistics at short 

notice. Agreement does not create any obligations on either Party to carry out any joint activity 

It is intended to meet the threat from an increasingly assertive China: 

Yes: 

 To achieve balance of power in the Asian region to counter the increasingly assertive China . 

No: 

 People’s Liberation Army’s (PLA) logistical base at Djibouti doesn’t just provide support for China’s 

anti-piracy missions, but also enables a round-the-year naval presence in the Indian Ocean. 

 China’s recent commercial facilities in the Indian Ocean region seem more in the nature of dual-use 

bases that can quickly be upgraded to medium-grade military facilities in the event of a regional 

crisis. 
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54) What was Nehru’s idea of Non-Alignment? In the light of recent LEMOA 

agreement, do you think India has departed from its Non-Alignment principle? 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 
 

Nehru’s idea of non alignment : 

 For Nehru, non-alignment was about retaining the independence of judgment and freedom of 

political action.  

 Non-alignment was not about equidistance between major powers but of taking positions based on 

India’s interest and building military partnerships when necessary. 

Yes India departed from its non alignment principle: 

 LEMOA might cause serious misgivings, unless explained and justified, among India’s traditional 

partners and time-tested allies, regionally and globally. 

 Defence experts opine that the outcome will only prove whether really India will be benefitted with 

latest defence technology supplies or all these remain at the level of the US intentions only. 

No: 

 It will be a mistake to construe from LEMOA that the two counties have entered into any strategic 

defence relationship. The agreement sets out basic terms, conditions and procedures for reciprocal 

provision of logistic support, supplies, and service between the armed forces of India and the US. 

 Notably, the logistics support is for only peace-time missions. 

 Government has advanced bilateral defence cooperation with the US while taking care not to in 

any way affect the foreign policy independence. 

 Given the hostile environment in India’s neighbourhood, given the rise of China as an assertive 

economic and military power, and the growing uncertainties of the Islamic world, safeguarding 

India’s interests through a logistics support pact with the biggest military and economic power in 

the world makes immense sense  

 The LEMOA is no strategic agreement and does not oblige either country to come to the rescue of 

the other in case of an attack on either one, the standard arrangement in military alliances like 

NATO and CENTO. India is averse to enter into any military alliance. 

 Biggest advantage will go to Indian Navy. Today with only one Aircraft career operational our 

reach is very limited. However now with this pact we can effectively guard our interest in Indian 

ocean till we become a three aircraft career force in next decade as planned. 
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55) Why was G-20 formed? Do you think the annual gathering of G-20 leaders 

has outlived its usefulness? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Reasons why G20 is formed: 

 Aim of studying, reviewing, and promoting high-level discussion of policy issues pertaining to the 

promotion of international financial stability. 

 It seeks to address issues that go beyond the responsibilities of any one organization 

 Far-sighted global cooperation to avoid a looming economic crisis brought together a group of 

nations. 

Yes, it has outlived its usefulness:- 

 Sluggish global growth and falling trade. 

  Protectionist sentiment and xenophobia are on the rise, as seen in the U.K.‘s Brexit referendum 

and the candidacy of Donald Trump. This so-called globalization backlash threatens to take us 

backward to a more fragmented world . 

 Except for climate change, most of the other issues tackled by the G20 are short-term in nature. 

 The most disappointing topic is IMF reforms.  

o In 2010 the G20 agreed to double the IMF's total quota resources and redistribute voting 

power from developed countries to developing countries.  

o But these IMF reforms must be approved by an 85 percent majority of the total voting 

power in order to be implemented. So far 146 of the 188 members of the IMF with 77.07 

percent of the votes have approved these reforms.  

o But this approval is not sufficient because the U.S. voting share is 16.7 percent, making 

approval by the U.S. necessary.  

 G20 country leaders also emphasized the importance of reducing reliance on credit rating agency 

ratings and of finding alternative ways to quantify risks. However, there has never been a tangible 

proposal to solve this issue. 

 Another area in which the decisions of the G20 have been inadequate is building up international 

safety nets.  

o Although IMF resources had been increased, the current level of international safety nets is 

not enough to stabilize the global economy. 

o  The international financial system should provide stronger international safety nets in order 

to reduce the tendency of developing countries to accumulate vast amounts of foreign 

currency reserves, which cause global imbalances and carry social costs. 

 The slowdown in the pace of global finance reforms is another problem for the G20. Since 

experiencing partial economic recovery in the U.S., U.K. and Germany, these dominant players' 

enthusiasm to reform global finance began to decrease 
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 The G20 focuses mostly on reforming the global financial system to increase global economic 

growth. But the world is also experiencing severe socio-economic problems such as increasing 

income inequality, youth unemployment and gender inequality. These problems increase social 

tensions and undermine democracy 

G20 is still relevant:- 

 G20 cooperation also helped make the effort to fix the banks more effective. 

 Joint announcement by China and United States that they would ratify the Paris climate change 

agreement, a significant step for the world's two biggest emitters of greenhouse gases. 

 Discussing global economic issues at the G8 platform was no longer accurate and constructive. The 

G20 is a more appropriate platform to discuss how to reform global finance and economy. 

 The G20 has made important progress in reshaping the governance of global finance by 

implementing macro-prudential policies, developing strict rules on the "too big to fail" problem, 

increasing the lending capacity of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and collecting richer 

information on the shadow banking system 

56) Discuss the features and priorities of the U.S. and India’s growing collaboration 

on innovation and entrepreneurship. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
 

Features and priorities: 

 It is an an effort to support the Indian government’s policy priorities such as Startup India and 

Digital India manifested in India’s rise in the Global Innovation Index by 15 spots this year.  

 Moreover, it is an effort to transform the lives of our peoples by jointly developing solutions to 

pressing policy challenges such as those arising in the energy, health, and infrastructure sectors. 

 launch of the private sector-led U.S.-India Innovation Forum (USIIF) that will serve as a platform for 

American and Indian entrepreneurs to exchange best practices and to highlight the leading role of 

innovation partnerships in the U.S.-India economic relationship. 

 U.S. transportation company Uber announced that it will partner with the USIIF to bring Indian 

entrepreneurs to Silicon Valley and connect them with investors. 

 Discussions to foster engagement between U.S. and Indian small- and medium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs) were also held. 

 A number of projects from facilitating private sector- and university-led research in healthcare to 

pooling efforts to advance the Skill India initiative were also recommended. 

 Governments share a common view on the need to pass the Anti-Camcording Amendment to the 

Cinematography Bill. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/09/3-discuss-features-priorities-u-s-indias-growing-collaboration-innovation-entrepreneurship/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/09/3-discuss-features-priorities-u-s-indias-growing-collaboration-innovation-entrepreneurship/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/partners-in-innovation/article9087764.ece


  Secure Synopsis | September - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  78 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

57) Critically assess the efforts made towards achieving economic integration of 

SAARC nations. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Positives: 

 Issues pertaining to regional economic integration and reiterated the commitment to establish a 

South Asian Economic Union (SAEU) were discussed in the recent summit which is a welcome step. 

 The South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA), enforced exactly a decade back, has been hailed as an 

important milestone on the road to SAEU. 

  Only two bilateral free trade arrangements (BFTAs) are in operation in South Asia namely, India-Sri-

Lanka BFTA, and Sri-Lanka-Pakistan BFTA. The proposals for establishing India-Pakistan BFTA, 

Pakistan-Bangladesh BFTA and India-Bangladesh BFTA are under consideration. 

Concerns :- 

 In the recent SAARC summit India did not participate and it was improper for India to use the 

SAARC platform to send a message to Pakistan. 

 Sensitive list:- 

o Under phase two of tariff liberalisation under SAFTA, countries agreed to prune their 

sensitive lists. However, this trimming was not significant.  

o For example, while India brought down the number of products in its sensitive list by 95 per 

cent for least developed countries (LDCs) of South Asia (Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, and 

Afghanistan), it reduced its sensitive list for non-LDC countries only by around 30 per cent. 

Pakistan shortened its sensitive list for all countries by about 20 per cent. 

 Intra-SAARC trade also suffers from complex non-tariff barriers, poor infrastructure, lack of 

connectivity and bureaucratic red tape at borders. This cumulatively increases the costs of doing 

trade in South Asia. 

  The recently signed Motor Vehicles Agreement between Bhutan, Bangladesh, India and Nepal is 

expected to improve connectivity but only on the eastern side of South Asia. No wonder, according 

to World Bank, intra-SAARC trade is even lower than 5 per cent of total trade. 

 Trade in services in South Asia is very low notwithstanding the signing of the SAARC Agreement on 

Trade in Services in 2010, aimed at liberalisation of trade in services. 

 South Asia has failed to emerge as a prime destination for foreign investment. The World 

Investment Report, 2016, of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development reveals that 

while FDI inflows to South Asia increased from $36 billion in 2013 to $50 billion in 2015, it is 

significantly less compared to East and Southeast Asia 

 India’s model BIT offers limited protection to foreign investment and also limited means to enforce 

their rights. 
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What needs to be done?? 

 A SAARC investment treaty, on the lines of the ASEAN investment agreement that has helped 

increase intra-ASEAN investment, will help further intra-SAARC FDI. 

 Political will to walk swiftly on the road to deeper economic integration by at least ensuring that 

SAARC becomes a duty-free area 

 Free Movement of People: 

o  Till now visa procedures of SAARC countries is very complicated. To facilitate economic 

integration at first free movement of goods, services, investment as well as people has to 

be ensured. 

58) Briefly discuss the history of Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and causes of erosion 

of its authority over the years. In your opinion, how can NAM reinvent itself become 

relevant again? Comment. (200 Words)  

The Hindu 

History of NAM: 

 NAM was formed in 1961, at the initiative of Egypt, India and Yugoslavia. 

 In 1955,in Bandung (Indonesia), newly independents states of Africa and Asia gathered to 

inaugurate a new approach to inter-state relations: non-alignment. Fresh out of the darkness of 

colonial rule, these new states, did not want to be sucked into alignments with the West or the 

East. 

 They wanted to forge an alternative, to fight to build a peaceful world order where the obligations 

of the UN Charter could be met. 

 NAM is the second largest grouping after the UN, comprising two-thirds of the members of the UN 

general assembly 

Causes of erosion of its authority: 

 The Third World debt crisis of the 1980s crushed the economic ambitions of these NAM states. 

 The Soviet Union collapsed, the U.S. bombed Panama and Iraq, and history seemed to end with 

American ascendency. 

 By the early 1990s, several important powers of NAM began to back away (Argentina left in 1991). 

Yugoslavia also crumbled. 

 India faced with the balance of payment crisis  went to the IMF. 

 The next president of NAM after Venezuela will be Azerbaijan, which is a newcomer to NAM and 

one that does not have a presence on the world stage. 

 Some observers believe that the membership criteria, which have not changed in the 20 years 

since the Cold War ended, points to an organization frozen in time.  

 There are also problems with differing ideologies and regional conflicts where there is no 

agreement between member states, particularly in the Middle East. Then there are issues with 
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the so-called north-south conflict in the third world where Latin American countries have major 

differences with member states in the northern hemisphere. 

 A recent example of the problems NAM faces arose from the recent missile testing and atomic tests 

carried out by North Korea, a NAM member. The Movement failed to reach agreement on the 

issue. 

 The NAM has no charter. It has no statute unlike other international organizations. It is an informal 

structure of cooperation without any permanent secretariat so there is no obligation in strictly legal 

terms to adhere to any policies or allegiances. 

 The ongoing "Arab Spring" that has convulsed the Middle East has affected several Nam 

members directly. The countries that have undergone the most significant changes - Egypt, Libya, 

Tunisia and Syria - are all members of NAM. 

 Trends towards disarmament have been gaining momentum since1921. The aligned of the East 

and West have taken steps towards 20-30 percent reduction in defense forces. 

 Duplicacy: 

o NAM today competes with G-7, ASEAN and the Commonwealth, which are similar groups of 

nations.  

The other groups are more effective, as they deal with economic and trade issues. NAM 

does not do that, nor does it take up any diplomatic initiative. It has no position even on 

issues like human rights, child exploitation and gender issues. As a result, its members have 

to follow the Western dictates in this regard. 

How can NAM reinvent itself and become relevant? 

 The emergence of multi-polarity, needs to be shaped by the Global South, whose instrument is 

NAM. 

 It should be a front against war, it should be a front for peace. It should be a front for having equal 

and democratized international system for UN reforms. 

 The very location of the summit serves to undercut the West's attempts to isolate Iran 

internationally and so proclaims Nam's defiance of the currents of the times. 

 The Nam summit is expected to discuss the developments in the Arab world in the hope of 

evolving a shared understanding of the region's future evolution. 

 It could have provided some leadership on things like nuclear Non-Proliferation, child labour, 

poverty and terrorism, besides other social and economic issue 
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59) Critically examine the impact of the APTTA (Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade 

Agreement) on India’s relations with Pakistan and Afghanistan. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 In return for being allowed to drive Afghan trucks with fruit and dry fruit up to Wagah, Pakistan 

would be given transit to Central Asian countries bordering Afghanistan, where Pakistani textiles, 

and agricultural and surgical goods have a good market. 

 However, the APTTA clearly noted that no Indian goods could be imported under the agreement, 

and that the Afghan trucks would have to drive back empty to the Afghanistan-Pakistan border 

where they could, if they wished, load up with Pakistani goods instead. 

Impact:- 

Benefits: 

 “National treatment” clause in the APTTA would give Afghanistan the benefit from any future 

trade deal negotiated between India and Pakistan, and could well open the door for Afghan 

prosperity as well as India-Pakistan-Afghanistan peace.. 

 Greater connectivity with Afghanistan will help economic growth and aid South Asia’s integration. 

 As Afghanistan wishes if India enters the agreement, Any overland route between Afghanistan and 

India via Pakistan would be cost effective and mutually beneficial. Easy access through Pakistan 

will enable Afghan goods to be trucked to India, and on the way back the trucks can carry goods 

from India to Afghanistan. That will increase official trade as well as reduce dependence on Dubai 

as a conduit for conducting business between the two countries. 

 It is entry into APTTA that holds tremendous potential it will give New Delhi a greater say in 

Kabul’s politics while India helps rebuild Afghanistan’s economy. At the same time, it will bring 

Central Asia closer. 

 Actually the Heart of Asia process does offer a window of convergence for India and Pakistan to 

work together.  

Concerns: 

 Bitter India-Pakistan relations mean Afghan trucks carrying perishable fruit face long delays on both 

sides of the border where they must be loaded and unloaded, often more than once. 

 Pakistan was deliberately slowing procedures or shutting down trade in fruit harvesting season, 

thus causing severe losses to Afghan farmers and traders. 

 Pakistan believes that the access enabled by APTTA will give India a greater say in Afghanistan’s 

affairs and have security implications for Islamabad 
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60) Analyse both sides of the arguments made against India signing the Logistics 

Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) with the US. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Merits: 

 The agreement does not mention the setting up of permanent bases in either country. 

 According to the signatories, LEMOA only facilitates establishing mutual basing facilities.  This 

would be on a case-by-case basis, intended to help speed up humanitarian relief operations as also 

emergency evacuation from conflict-prone regions. 

  It could also help smoothen operational logistics between the navies of the two countries. 

  It could convey an impression that India had gone from becoming a major defence partner to a 

significant “non-NATO ally. 

 It is in India's interest in the long term in terms of being able to obtain fuel and logistics at short 

notice. 

 Agreement does not create any obligations on either Party to carry out any joint activity. 

 This agreement puts an automatic approvals process in place for the two militaries to share each 

other’s bases for various operations like port visits, joint exercises, joint training, and humanitarian 

assistance and disaster relief efforts 

 The agreement will aid the sort of operations India has undertaken to rescue stranded Indians in 

conflict zones. 

  In the arena of disaster relief Indian military will benefit from easier access to America’s network of 

military bases around the world. 

  The pact will also enhance the military’s capability to be an expeditionary force, at a time when 

Indian interests are distributed around the world with major investments planned both onshore 

and offshore in oilfields. 

 LEMOA is going to add value when both the countries are exploring plans for maritime cooperation 

in the Asia Pacific. 

Demerits: 

 Experts criticise that the agreement has compromised on Indian sovereignty and surrendered its 

strategic autonomy. 

 It might cause serious misgivings among India’s traditional partners and time tested allies, 

regionally and globally 

 It might force India to compromise its foreign policy tenets of non alignment. 

 Some quote that India has acquired the formal status of a military ally of the United States based 

on the following. 

 The U.S. air force and navy can use Indian naval and air bases for logistics support, refuelling and 

services on a regular basis. 

 The U.S. armed forces can utilise Indian military bases while conducting military operations in third 

countries 
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 Experts feel that LEMOA would make India a “client state” whose territory would inevitably be used 

for a war against Iran. 

61) Discuss the issues and challenges that India should deal with in upcoming BRICS 

and BIMSTEC summits. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Issues and challenges before BRICS:- 

 Russia, India and China are committed to maintaining a legal order for the seas and oceans based 

on the principles of international law, as reflected in the UN Convention on the Law of Sea 

(UNCLOS). Now having a formulation along these lines in the BRICS declaration, post the award, 

would be of even greater value to China. 

 Chinese opposition to India’s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) and its blocking at 

the UN of naming the Pakistani Jaish-e-Mohammed chief Masood Azhar as a terrorist might cause 

uneasiness between India and China. 

 For India  a strong and categorical statement on counter-terrorism will be a must even though 

neither China and now nor Russia will countenance the naming of Pakistan or even an oblique 

reference to it. 

 BRICS is facing the problem multi country groupings face like the exponential expansion in its 

committees, working groups and forums resulting in a extraordinarily crowded calendar of 

meetings. There are now over a hundred such bodies covering a multiplicity of subjects. 

  The Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA), another important BRICS initiative, remains on 

paper. 

 New development bank  is overshadowed by the much better funded Asian Infrastructure 

Investment Bank (AIIB) initiated and led by the Chinese. 

 Concerns over the BRICS free trade agreement as both India and Russia have fear  of being 

swamped by Chinese imports. 

Issues before BIMSTEC: 

 The parallel Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC), which is a platform for India’s exclusive 

engagement with the countries of Indo-China (Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam) and 

Myanmar, could also be a major component of the Act East strategy.  

o But neither BIMSTEC nor the MGC have lived up to their potential, and India’s 

engagement with them has been mostly episodic and ad hoc. 

 India’s own resources are limited, but more than that its record of delivery on commitments 

continues to be abysmal. 

 Connectivity will have to be the key theme at the BIMSTEC summit but here, too, is an Indian 

dilemma. The connectivity platform also opens the door to China selling its ambitious One Belt, One 

Road initiative among the members of this grouping. 
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 Effort to a BIMSTEC-FTA is not a particularly great idea – it is not going to be at all easy to forge 

one; India already has one with ASEAN and Myanmar and Thailand are ASEAN members. The lack of 

a SAARC FTA shows how difficult it is in the South Asian context. 

62) The Congo crisis of 1960s is said to be an excellent instance of India’s active 

role in securing the international order. Examine why. (200 Words) 

Frontline 

Congo crisis : 

 Congo Crisis was a period of political upheaval and conflict in the Republic of the Congo between 

1960 and 1965. 

  It began almost immediately after the Congo became independent from Belgium and ended, 

unofficially, with the entire country under the rule of Joseph-Désiré Mobutu. 

India's role: 

 India wholeheartedly welcomed the congo as a new nation, and recognised its independence but 

was unhappy with the development's that followed immediately after the infant nation's 

independent. 

 From the very beginning of the crisis it was clear that India was opposed to the secession of 

Katanga and considered Congo to be a single country not to be split. 

 The Government of India expressed its full support for the United Nations Operations in the 

Congo (ONUC). 

 When the Security Council passed a second resolution in 1961, India agreed to send an Indian 

Army brigade of some 4,700 troops to the Congo. 

  The Indian brigade launched Operation Morthor that swiftly took control of Katanga. 

 After the death of the incumbent UN secretary general India  doubled down on his support for the 

UN in Congo. India sent more troops than any country and these men were active throughout 1962 

in stubbing out the secessionist forces. 

 India also gave importance to a working consensus between the two great powers. It suggested a 

"common policy on the Congo", an agreement between East and West aimed at keeping the Congo 

out of Cold War and restoring a legitimate and representative government. 

 India firmly held the view that the United Nations should not withdraw from the Congo because it 

had Qeen faced with reverses. Firstly, a withdrawal would have meant an act of despair and a 

confession of defeat causing serious damage to faith inthe UN. 

 This shows India’s long-standing commitment to upholding international institutions and norms. 
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63) Do you think India still continues to neglect its Look East Policy? Critically 

examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Yes: 

 ASEAN: 

o India's strategic engagement with Asean has increased over time. But the fact remains that 

it is yet to become a significant strategic presence in the region. 

o Since the beginning of the century, India’s trade with the 10-member Asean has increased 

from around $7 billion to $75 bn. Considering that Asean comprises several vibrant export-

oriented middle-income economies, the increase could have been much greater.  

 No involvement if north eastern states: 

o When the Indian army purportedly moved well into the Myanmarese territory on in June to 

attack camps belonging to insurgent outfits from the north-east, it was an unprecedented 

act. 

o At the same time, the absence of local voices and accounts is worrying. Both the Manipur 

and Nagaland state governments were in the dark about the operation. 

 The north eastern states of India are still under developed with connectivity being a big problem 

which led to triggering of drug trafficking, rise of insurgent outfits which are still largely 

uncontrolled. 

 India made Japan a part of its LEP. Under the LEP, the Indian government does have plans for north-

east India, such as building highway and rail links and a natural gas pipeline. But the north-eastern 

states must themselves be developed, failing which they will become just a corridor or a super-

highway. 

No: 

 “Sagarmala” project which aims to support port-led development along India’s coastline at an 

initial investment cost estimated at $700 billion. Not only will it be cost-effective for freight 

movement, it will also decongest the country’s overburdened roads infrastructure. 

 Recently the Asian Development Bank (ADB) announced funding for the Visakhapatnam-Chennai 

Industrial Corridor (VCIC), which leverages part of the eastern coastline of India. This will provide 

multiple international gateways to connect India with South-East and East Asia that form the 

bedrock of present day global manufacturing. 

 Bangladesh: 

o The other big move that has fructified recently is the ability of India’s foreign office to mend 

relations with Bangladesh and make it a key stakeholder in the plans to integrate the north-

east with mainland India. 

India commissioned a rail link from New Delhi to Agartala in Tripura, which will go through 

Bangladesh. 
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 Myanmar: 

o India has been working on Myanmar for access to the port at Sittwe to land its goods 

headed for the north-eastern states. Once connectivity is granted, then the goods will move 

along the river Kaladan in Myanmar to a motorable point to the Indian border.  

o In addition, there is a tri-nation highway plan in the works proposing to connect the north-

east of India to Bangkok through Myanmar; a similar plan also looks to connect with 

southern China, once again through Myanmar. 

o Myanmar is an important buffer state between China and India, and a key element in the 

Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM) Economic Corridor, having unique advantages. 

o Myanmar is also India's important partner for ensuring security in India's northeastern 

region.  

 Finally, the cabinet formalized plans to allow the eastern part of India access to green fuel: gas. It 

entails laying a 2,500-km-long pipeline through Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha and West 

Bengal. 

 India has been successful in establishing a Special Strategic Partnership with Japan and strategic 

partnerships with South Korea and the Philippines. 

 India also has a strong and traditional Strategic Partnership with Vietnam where defence and 

security relationships are being substantially being reinforced. 

64) Do you think the “SAARC minus Pakistan” plan has a better chance of addressing 

South Asia’s many challenges? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
The Hindu 

Yes, it has a better chance of addressing South Asia’s challenges: 

 India, Afghanistan and Bangladesh too had downgraded their participation in these meetings 

because of their anger with Pakistan on its continued support to terror groups in the respective 

countries. 

 Connectivity: 

o BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal) bus corridor may well be on the cards soon. 

 Energy: 

o Bangladesh, for example, is hungry for power while Bhutan has power surplus. 

Unfortunately, the two nations are not connected by way of power grid. India can help both 

countries in this context. 

o motor vehicle movement agreement, railway linkages, and the SAARC satellite programme 

for which all SAARC countries apart from Pakistan have signed up. 

o With Afghanistan, which cannot be accessed by land, the Indian and Afghanistan 

governments have discussed a separate “air corridor” for cargo. 

 BIMSTEC : 

o It is expected to see proposals on transport as well as electricity and broadband connectivity 

being discussed. 
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 Another grouping of India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka met for the South 

Asia Sub-regional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) programme to release the first SASEC 

Operational Plan 2016-2025. SASEC’s lead financier, Asian Development Bank (ADB), has already 

approved about 40 infrastructure and IT projects worth about $7.7 billion. 

No, even without Pakistan SAARC still has challenges: 

 Less than five percent of the region's global trade takes place among SAARC nations. Even at this 

modest level, less than 10 percent of the region's internal trade takes place under SAARC Free 

Trade Area. 

 Indian companies are investing billions abroad, but less than 1 percent flows into SAARC region. 

 It is still harder to travel within SAARC region than to Bangkok or Singapore; and, more expensive 

to speak to each other. 

 Terrorism has a significant impact in the region .isolating Pakistan would only trigger the problem 

further. 

 It is against the SAARC foundational principle of overcoming the issues within South Asian region 

together. 

65) The increasing number of Russia-Pakistan joint military exercises have raised 

many questions. Is there a shift in Russian geostrategy and linkage with China that 

is impacting Moscow’s relations with India? Have India’s own foreign policy shifts 

and new relations set off a reaction in Russia? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes, shift in Russia’s Geostrategy and linkage with China that is impacting Moscow’s relation with India: 

 Closer coordination between Russia and China in multilateral fora like BRICS, SCO, and RIC, would 

constrain India's options. 

 If Russia starts supplying high technology to China in the military sphere, India's security could be 

compromised. There is also the possibility of Russia growing closer to Pakistan because of China's 

influence. 

 Relationship with Beijing continues to develop with commercial contracts such as the massive $400 

billion energy agreement. 

 While most of the weapons China purchased from Russia – Amur submarines and C-400 air defense 

systems - will seemingly be used in the East and South China Sea, there’s a growing apprehension if 

the deployments will be changed in a way that’s detrimental to Indian security. This is all the 

more alarming because of the recently signed nuclear deal between China and Pakistan. 

Yes, India’s change in its foreign policy brought shift in India Russia relations: 

 with India diversifying its sources of weaponry to the US and with Israel catching up fast, Moscow 

has started looking for alternate buyers like Pakistan. 

 India fears growing Western alienation will result in Russia getting closer to China. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/29/5-increasing-number-russia-pakistan-joint-military-exercises-raised-many-questions-shift-russian-geostrategy-linkage-china-impacting-moscows-relat/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/29/5-increasing-number-russia-pakistan-joint-military-exercises-raised-many-questions-shift-russian-geostrategy-linkage-china-impacting-moscows-relat/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/29/5-increasing-number-russia-pakistan-joint-military-exercises-raised-many-questions-shift-russian-geostrategy-linkage-china-impacting-moscows-relat/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/29/5-increasing-number-russia-pakistan-joint-military-exercises-raised-many-questions-shift-russian-geostrategy-linkage-china-impacting-moscows-relat/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/to-revive-an-old-friendship/article9160082.ece
http://rt.com/business/160068-china-russia-gas-deal/
http://www.defencenews.in/defence-news-internal.aspx?id=wDLZNWpfwRo=
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/sushma-swaraj-china-pakistan-nuclear-deal-nsg-chashma/1/407332.html
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 Russia is concerned about India's proximity with US because increasing closeness might lead to 

agreements which might let American troops on Indian soil. 

No, India’s relations with Russia are strong:- 

 India has been supportive of Russian positions and has a careful and calibrated response to all 

Russian actions  in Chechnya, Syria, Ukraine and elsewhere, India has supported Russia. 

 India and Russia are engaged in several multilateral efforts that are greatly favoured by Russia 

such as the BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

 The Russians, on their part, have dutifully backed the Indian position on Kashmir; they share 

Indian concerns on terrorism; they continue with deep collaborations, providing sensitive 

technologies, military equipment, nuclear power engines and much more to India. They have a 

partnership in energy. 

 Russia and India have common positions and concerns in Afghanistan. 

 Russia is trying to allay the fear saying sensitive technology used for creating cruise missiles like 

the BrahMos, nuclear submarines or fifth generation fighter aircraft will be guarded from falling 

into the hands of any third party. 

 Moscow accounts for over 50 percent of India’s weapons supply. a number of significant steps 

towards defense cooperation were instigated, including partnership to develop Russian fighter 

helicopters to be sold in India. 

 India will continue to project its support for Russia multilaterally, such as abstaining from voting 

at the UN over Crimea or ‘not supporting’ Western sanctions on Russia. In turn Russia – also trying 

to avoid over dependence on Beijing – will try to secure a greater role for India at the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO) and close alignment with the BRICS countries 

What is needed? 

 India needs to deepen its scientific and technological relations with Russia since a base for this 

already exists. Often agreements are signed amidst bilateral rhetoric and are not sufficiently 

followed up.  

 The Russia-India investments in the oil and gas sector and exports to third countries need to be 

energised.  

 Joint manufacturing needs to be planned. 

 India, on the other hand, while needing Russia to balance against China’s rise, will also have to get 

closer to the US to keep up its newfound policy of cooperating with multiple world powers. A 

strategy many feel marks a departure from India’s long held non-alignment policy. 

 

http://thediplomat.com/2014/12/vladimir-putins-productive-india-visit/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-will-not-back-sanctions-against-Russia/articleshow/45399933.cms
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Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations 

66) “..the most important benefit of the Balochistan strategy is that it gives India 

the option of responding forcefully to Pakistan’s own use of (terrorist) force against 

India without fearing nuclear escalation.” Elaborate. (200 Words) 

Livemint  

Reasons why Balochistan policy of India will not invite nuclear attack on India are: 

 Geographical factors 

o Balochistan is not territorially contiguous with India and does not, like East Pakistan in 1971, 

present a refugee problem for New Delhi.  

o No Indian province shares ethnicity with the Baloch people. 

 Strategic factors: 

o It is the largest province in Pakistan with huge natural resources and India emohasing on the 

strategy would give the life to the Baloch nationalists who have long been waiting for the 

support from India. 

o This would lead to Pakistan focussing on its western borders and Kashmir would get a 

respite  

 It does not provide much scope for military intervention. Iran’s fear of a pan-Baloch rebellion and 

China’s commercial interests further limit India’s manoeuvring room. 

 It would bring the human right violations in Balochistan region in the international spotlight  

 This could actually make Pakistan take a foot back and act responsibly rather than show more 

aggression. 

 But as India is a country which strict a adheres to the principles of Panchsheel it can, at the 

maximum, provide moral, political, financial and intelligence support to the Baloch insurgents 

and thus keep the Pakistani army busy on the western frontiers. 

67) “Myanmar fulfils a vital role not only in ensuring and promoting peace and 

security in northeast India but also in its economic growth and well-being.” Discuss. 

(200 Words) 

IDSA 

How is Myanmar key For peace and security of north east? 

 India shares 1640 km land border with Myanmar. 

 Facilitating border transit would make the Northeast a gateway to Myanmar -  a potential boon for 

trade as well as tourism 

 Connectivity will promote social stability in the region by facilitating people-to-people contact 

amongst trans-border ethnic groups. It is expected that insurgent outfits would lose their 

recruitment base once the local resources begin to be exploited and employment is generated 

leading to overall development. 

  Human trafficking is another major issue. A secure and clearly defined border is a precursor to a 

peaceful and prosperous border region. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/01/5-important-benefit-balochistan-strategy-gives-india-option-responding-forcefully-pakistans-use-terrorist-force-india-without-fearing/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/01/5-important-benefit-balochistan-strategy-gives-india-option-responding-forcefully-pakistans-use-terrorist-force-india-without-fearing/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/01/5-important-benefit-balochistan-strategy-gives-india-option-responding-forcefully-pakistans-use-terrorist-force-india-without-fearing/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/oTLYuhnL3ClwboKkmXdZpN/Behind-the-opening-of-the-Balochistan-front.html
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/03/5-myanmar-fulfils-vital-role-not-ensuring-promoting-peace-security-northeast-india-also-economic-growth-well-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/03/5-myanmar-fulfils-vital-role-not-ensuring-promoting-peace-security-northeast-india-also-economic-growth-well-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/03/5-myanmar-fulfils-vital-role-not-ensuring-promoting-peace-security-northeast-india-also-economic-growth-well-discuss/
http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/visit-of-myanmar-president-upgrades-bilateral-ties_asajjanhar_020916
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How is it important for economic growth of North East ? 

 connectivity between northeast India and ASEAN through Myanmar: 

o India Myanmar Thailand trilateral highway. It could mitigate the disadvantages of 

landlocked North-East India. 

o The upgradation of the road segment between Kalewa and Yagyi.  

o The Asian Highway Project includes the Asian Highway 1 and 2 that would pass through the 

North-East, connecting India with its eastern neighbours. 

o Early completion and operationalisation of the Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport 

Project by December 2016 was highlighted.  

o Both sides are also exploring the possibility of setting up train routes through the country 

 Both countries expressed their resolve to strengthen maritime security cooperation in the Bay of 

Bengal. 

 Myanmar is the fulcrum that will determine the success of the ''Act East Policy'' 

 plans to set up new schools, health centers and agricultural training facilities in border areas. To 

facilitate informal trade, or open-air bazaars, would open along the border. 

 India expects to reap various economic benefits by bolstering bilateral trade and investment, 

which critically depends upon better connectivity in the region. 

 Internal trade routes have the potential to enhance accessibility to sub-regional markets that 

connect Bangladesh, Myanmar and Bhutan. 

 Northeast India and Myanmar also share similar economic and business structures. 

o The economy, which is largely agrarian and dependent on the export of unprocessed. 

o primary commodities and in which micro, small and medium enterprises are prevalent, 

provides for the basis of industrial development. 

 Some of the key reasons the northeast is unable to move from a largely subsistence agricultural 

economy to a production and manufacturing economy include the lack of scale economies, 

constraints in the supply chain of raw materials and the lack of access to a market, mainly 

emanating from poor infrastructure and restrictions across the border. The way out of this is to 

explore greater collaboration with Myanmar.  

Concerns :- 

 The India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway, should have been completed and made functional 

by 2015. But the project has been heavily delayed. It is now expected to be completed only by 2020 

since 69 bridges are yet to be constructed. 

 Important to change its approach toward India’s northeastern states. 

o  India doesn’t have a stronger policy that focuses on greater and comprehensive development 

of the northeastern states by allowing them to be key stakeholders in all stages of the 

decision-making process. 

 The central government should also boost the local economy of these states by encouraging 

industrial growth and creating a strong service sector by promoting tourism in the region 
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 The government should focus on developing its soft power regionally. For example, there should 

be greater investment in sports and sports infrastructure, and the Indian government should consider 

establishing sports tournaments between the northeastern states and Myanmar 

The central government should consider the views of state governments in the region in both economic 

and foreign policy issues. 

68) What do you understand by ‘migrant smuggling’? Examine the causes of migrant 

smuggling from Bangladesh to India, and its impact on India and Bangladesh.   (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Migrant smuggling: 

 Migrant smuggling is defined  as the procurement, in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a 

financial or other material benefit, of the illegal entry of a person into a state party of which the 

person is not a national. 

Causes of migrant smuggling from Bangladesh to India: 

 The Indo-Bangladesh land border along the Gojadanga village, which stretches 3 km, is completely 

unfenced, with habitation up to zero line on both sides of the border. This makes it extremely 

vulnerable to illegal migration from Bangladesh. 

 The key reasons for illegal migration include job opportunities, medical treatment and visits to 

families on the Indian side of the border.. 

 There have also been cases where BSF personnel have been complicit in helping Bangladeshis 

cross the border. 

 Human trafficking: 

o Indian laws barely penalise traffickers adequately.so traffickers continue their trade. 

 Large-scale poverty and unemployment in the village has driven some of its residents to engage in 

murky and illegal activities like migrant smuggling. 

 Being cheap labor the Bangladeshis find easy acceptance as “domestic helps” in Indian homes. 

 Demographic disproportion especially for minorities (Hindus) in this densely populated country 

having roughly a density of 780 per sq km as against half that number on Indian side of the border. 

Impact on India and Bangladesh: 

India: 

 The issue of Bangladeshi illegal migration has troubled the state of Assam , North East of India for 

decades now. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/13/3-understand-migrant-smuggling-examine-causes-migrant-smuggling-bangladesh-india-impact-india-bangladesh/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/13/3-understand-migrant-smuggling-examine-causes-migrant-smuggling-bangladesh-india-impact-india-bangladesh/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/13/3-understand-migrant-smuggling-examine-causes-migrant-smuggling-bangladesh-india-impact-india-bangladesh/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/transit-at-gojadanga/article9101676.ece
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 Illegal migration from Bangladesh into Assam has been a major political, economic, social and 

security issue for Assamese society, so much so that it evoked the non-violent, highly visible Assam 

agitation. 

 It shows the inability on the part of law enforcement agencies to perform the tasks of detecting 

and deporting these Bangladeshi citizens. 

 Security personnel have no coherent system to deal with massive flow of Bangladesh migrants, so 

much so their arrest and prosecution is also rare.  

o An incident can be stated here to prove this point. Ranbir Singh Pura Sep 2002,  border 

Security officials (BSF) handed over 162 Bangladeshi  illegal immigrants to the local police. 

The police refused to arrest them because the local police station had no space to house so 

many people. 

 Dual immigration laws followed in India; The illegal migrants (determination by Tribunal) Act 1983 

is followed in Assam and the Foreigners Act 1946 is for the rest of the country. 

 Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) has also given its assessment stating that some Bangladeshis 

are being trained as saboteurs in Pakistan, acting as a security threat. 

 Another difficulty is the riverine terrain of the border area, which makes fencing difficult and poor 

border management policy 

 Bangladeshi migrants fulfill the technical requirements of an Indian citizen by possessing voter’s 

identity card, ration card, putting the local authorities on a fix 

  Further problem exists because the migrants have settled down permanently, encroached lands 

and are enjoying the rights of natural citizens. 

  Increase in crime rate and other subversive activities: There has been 20% increase in crime, 

mainly burglary.  In Bihar 19-20 lakh Bangladeshi nationals have settled down and these districts 

have become the strongholds of cross-border smugglers and arms mafia.  In Punjab Bangladeshis 

were caught up in the organ trade scandal. 

 Security threat :  

o The spectre looms large of the indigenous people of Assam being reduced to a minority in 

their home state,  

 Spurt in terrorist organizations:  

o Since 1990 Assam has seen the birth of 9 Muslim militant outfits owing allegiance to Harkat 

ul Mujaheedin and Lashkar-e-Taiba.  

 Demographic and economic threat:   

o Drain on India’s resources. 85% of the total encroached forest land in Assam was found to 

be in the hands of the Bangladeshi migrants. 

Bangladesh: 

 About 15 billion dollars are earned annually by Bangladesh migrants hence it’s a great boost to the 

country’s GDP. 

 Dhaka will have less population to feed if the  exodus of people to India and Pakistan continues. 
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 Thriving leather and processed meat industry success due to the cattle smuggling from India, 

wherein Indian cattle are bought at  throw away prices and the finished product is exported to the 

Middle East at almost 3-4 times the cost price.  

o One figure estimates about .5 million dollar worth cattle heads per month from West Bengal 

are smuggled into Bangladesh. 

 A considerable number of laid off workers from Bangladesh Jute Industry have sought haven by 

joining hands with the illegal traders in the cattle industry.  

 Porous border allows for smuggling of large quantities in cash and kind. 

 In the garb of poverty a large number of Bangladeshis are trafficked without their knowledge. 

69) There are myriad other pressing issues beyond constitutional amendment and 

other political matters where the Nepal-India relationship is presently wedged. 

Which are these issues that India and Nepal should work together for mutual 

benefit? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Issues India Nepal should work on: 

 There is much to do bilaterally on the environmental, cultural, economic fronts, and the dangers of 

keeping Nepal constantly insecure and on the boil which will open up the possibility of societal 

instability leaching to adjacent Indian States like Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. 

 Environmental issues: 

o Environmental stresses have increased right along the Himalayan chain over the past half 

century, and human intervention is drastic, as seen in the violence done to the Teesta’s flow 

in Sikkim or the madness in the construction of hill roads in Nepal. evaluating embankments 

along the main rivers for the silt they trap 

o The environmental dangers to both sides from excavation of the Chure (Shivalik) hills to 

feed India’s need for rocks and boulders; or the meaning of receding glaciers for the entire 

downstream region. 

 Energy: 

o Need to plan cross-border linkages and projects related to natural resources whether and 

what kind of dams and reservoirs are to be built  

 Security and border related issues: 

o Nepal and India need to discuss regulating the open bilateral border without compromising 

its status as the most ‘naturally evolved’ frontier of the region. 

 Social security: 

o Kathmandu needs to consider social security of the uncounted but more than three million 

Nepali citizens working in India, while New Delhi must address the vulnerabilities of Indian 

citizens of Nepali origin, as well as Indians working north of the border. 

o Discussions on the introduction of biometric ID cards in India and its impact on the status of 

Nepali citizens working legally under the umbrella of the 1950 Treaty of Peace and 
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Friendship, and can Nepal’s own upcoming national ID card help in the managing the 

movement of citizenry need to be done. 

However India is concerned about the political matters because: 

 India's concern has been with the violent reaction to the constitution in the low-lying southern 

plains, adjoining India, the Terai. Communities like Madheshis who live in terai  share close ethnic 

ties with people in India and any violence there will spill over to India  

 India's strong reaction, some believe, stems from the fact that it was assured by Nepalese leaders 

that these concerns would be taken on board. 

70) With coming of new government in Afghanistan in 2014, it was said that India 

had suffered setback in its relationship with Afghanistan. Is there any turnaround 

in India’s fortunes lately? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes there have been significant changes in the relationship between India and Afghanistan in the recent 

years: 

 Recently Afghanistan sternly warned Pakistan that if it continued to restrict Afghan trade with 

India, Kabul would consider blocking Pakistan’s own access to Central Asia. 

 Afghanistan publicly reinforced India’s new approach to Balochistan. 

 Apart from the broader strategic implications of Indian access to Afghanistan and a deeper 

alignment between all three of Pakistan’s neighbours, Chabahar will generate Indian opportunities 

for intelligence collection and activity, as at Bandar Abbas further west and Zahedan to the north. 

 Military support: 

o India handed over several attack helicopters to boost Afghanistan’s ailing airpower. 

o India and Afghanistan are collaborating and have signed a strategic partnership Agreement; 

India has gifted 3 MI-25 Helicopters. They were used earlier while dealing with Taliban and 

they had established control over Kunduz in the north of Afghanistan. 

o There are indications that India is considering scaling up of security ties with Afghanistan, 

training Afghan defence forces as well as supplying military hardware. 

 Developmental assistance and infrastructure: 

o Since 2002 when Taliban went out of Afghanistan, India has lent more than $2 billion and 

now India has promised to provide $1 billion in aid for development, reconstruction and 

economic progress. 

o India has invested $10.8 billion in Afghanistan which includes setting up of Iron mines, 6 

steel plants and 800 Mega Watt power plants, hydro electric power projects, roads and 

other investments. India is also involved in many projects like building hospitals and 

parliament building. 
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o The Salma Dam known also known as Afghanistan-India friendship dam took 40 years for its 

completion. 

Concerns:- 

 Pakistan has neither reined in the insurgency nor compelled the Taliban to negotiate. India cannot 

do either of these things, nor heal the widening rifts within Afghanistan’s dysfunctional National 

Unity Government. 

 Terrorism has been playing a significant role in Afghanistan in recent years and India could do 

nothing about it. 

71) Critically analyse efforts made by India to mend its relations with Nepal and 

Afghanistan in recent months. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Nepal :- 

 India is acutely conscious of Nepal's challenges:- 

o A potentially shaky tenure in office given the prime minister's coalition’s narrow majority 

 The difficulty in building a two-thirds consensus for the constitutional amendments he has 

committed to, as well as the massive task of reconstruction after the April 2015 earthquake. 

 As a result, India didn’t force Nepal  to commit on a timeline for amendments demanded by 

Madhesi and other groups that feel marginalised by the new Constitution. 

 The Indian government welcomed the ongoing efforts of the Government of Nepal to take all 

sections of the society on board for effective implementation of the Constitution but it didn’t 

mention the word amendment.  

 India instead focussed on delivering on its own promises to Nepal, including hydropower and 

highways infrastructure projects. This shows a maturing of India's position than earlier. 

 There is conscious and deep desire from both sides to overcome all the difficulties of the past and 

move ahead in the spirit of a standing state of mutual accommodation and with the realisation that 

both countries need each other. 

Concerns: 

 From India’s side any internal problem particularly in the Terai region spills over to India. So India has 

to be very concerned about security, law and order and stability aspect of happenings in Terai and its 

implications on India. 
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Afghanistan: 

Success: 

 Recently Indian PM inaugurated a dam built with Indian aid in Herat province. The 42 MW dam, 

with an investment of over $275 million, will boost the agricultural and industrial sectors of Herat. 

 A regional corridor agreement was signed by India with Iranian and Afghan leaders in Tehran, 

under which India will finance the development of Iran’s Chabahar port, which will be linked to 

Afghan road networks. 

 It has also signed the TAPI pipeline project that aims to bring natural gas from Turkmenistan 

through Afghanistan and Pakistan to India. 

 Both countries share concerns about Pakistan’s good-terrorist-bad-terrorist nuancing. 

 Lately, India has signalled a small shift in its policy by delivering M-25 attack helicopters to Kabul. 

Concerns: 

 India opted for a less overt approach to Afghanistan’s ‘wish list’ of helicopters, tanks and 

ammunition assistance, with the joint statement and agreements signed merely mentioning their 

“resolve to counter terrorism and strengthen security and defence cooperation as envisaged in the 

India-Afghanistan Strategic Partnership Agreement.” 

 Mention of Pakistan’s support to terrorist groups was muted as well.  

 India should work to bring together more regional powers invested in Afghanistan’s stability and 

economic development. 

72) In the wake of recent terrorist attack by Pakistan backed terrorists on Indian 

soldiers, do you think India should continue its strategic restraint stance? What 

other options  should India explore? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
Livemint 
The Hindu 

Yes: 

 A major military action might satisfy India's frustration but it is not clear that it would serve the 

Indian government's political, credibility or interests  

 India has been on the high moral ground because of its terrorism stand. If it acts like Pakistan then 

it would be on a weaker front. 

 India cannot adequately deploy its conventional superiority because Pakistan has set a low 

threshold for first nuclear use.  

No: 

 Unless India takes action Pakistan cannot be held accountable for its terrorist proxies. 
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 India's best recourse is to persuade the rest of the world to exert sufficient political and economic 

pressure to punish Pakistan for its toleration. 

 Through India's reaction to the Uri attack it has sent out a strong message to the Major Powers 

that India cannot await the international community to put an end to Pakistan’s terrorism proxy 

war against India. 

 It is a calibrated exercise of the military option with the aim of sending multiple messages to 

those targeting the Indian Republic. 

 Strikes Show that India now has the POLITICAL WILL to go up the ‘conflict escalation’ ladder 

against Pakistan. India will not be deterred by Pakistan’s nuclear sabre-rattling anymore. 

What other options India need to look into? 

 India can isolate Pakistan internationally for instance, after the Parliament attack of December 

2001, the government downgraded diplomatic relations with Pakistan. 

 There is also talk of a surgical strike. However based on past experience surgical strike works when 

bilateral relations are better. 

 There are also options where cancellation of Indus water treaty ,withdrawing the most favoured 

nation status etc. 

 Gaining support from international community: 

o Major powers expect India should be a nett-provider of regional security in South Asia and 

South East Asia so major Powers therefore should restrain from supporting regional spoilers 

like Pakistan, even if it is nuclear-armed. 

73) Analyse India’s refugee and asylum policy.  (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Policy: 

 India has an informal refugee regime broadly in line with international instruments. While it has no 

formal asylum policy, the government decides on granting asylum on an ad hoc and case-to-case 

basis. 

 India has different refugee approach towards different regions. 

 Tibet: 

o With respect to Tibet  Registration Certificate (RC) was given initially that allowed them to 

enjoy all privileges of an Indian citizen except the right to vote and work for the 

government. 

 Srilanka: 

o With respect to srilanka refugees they cannot vote or own land in India, but are allowed to 

own cattle and purchase items for domestic use.  

o Sri Lankan Tamil refugees are issued individual and family identity cards with all details . 

o  They are also issued refugee certificates by the revenue inspector of their camp, which is 

required for their return to Sri Lanka. 



  Secure Synopsis | September - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  98 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

 Other neighbouring countries: 

o Recently the government approved a number of facilities aimed at easing difficulties faced 

by minority communities of Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan staying in India on Long 

Term Visas. 

o self employment,free movement of such persons within the state or Union Territory in 

which they are staying are also permitted. 

Criticism: 

 India has one of the largest refugee populations in South Asia, but is yet to enact a uniform law 

that addresses the issue of asylum. 

 Neither is the term ‘refugee’ mentioned in any domestic law. 

 India has not signed the 1951 United Nations Refugee Convention on the Status of Refugees, or its 

1967 Protocol that stipulates the rights and services host states must provide refugees. 

 Rohingyas who migrated to India from Myanmar are still homeless and are living in unsustainable 

habitations. 

 Private Member’s Bill called the Asylum Bill, 2015, to provide for the establishment of a legal 

framework to consolidate and harmonise India’s refugee policies need to be considered by the 

government. 

74) Critically analyse how the socio-economic status of people living in Northern Sri 

Lanka has improved since the defeat of LTTE. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Positives: 

 Many peace measures such as  

o rebuilding homes 

o returning lands 

o  releasing former suspected rebels 

o lifting a ban on tamil organisations, issuing missing certificates to families who lost their kin 

in the conflict as they are entitled to pension ,land deeds and compensation. 

o The region did benefit from critical infrastructure products including road netweorks and 

connectivity. 

 India has played it's role in rehabilitation activities in these regions. India has allocated Rs.500 crore 

from the Union Budget for the rehabilitation and resettlement of the Internally Displaced Persons 

(IDP) and for reconstruction projects in Northern and Eastern Sri Lanka. 

Concerns: 

 Economy :- 

o Sri Lanka's northern province lags behind the rest of the country on economic 

development, and the catch-up process is proving long and tough. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/22/4-critically-analyse-socio-economic-status-people-living-northern-sri-lanka-improved-since-defeat-ltte/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/22/4-critically-analyse-socio-economic-status-people-living-northern-sri-lanka-improved-since-defeat-ltte/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/travails-of-a-wartorn-people/article9133537.ece


  Secure Synopsis | September - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  99 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

o Poor standard of living: 

 The median monthly household percapita income is 37dollars where ad the national 

figure is 53 dollars. 

 Political 

o It is three years since the Northern Provincial Council (NPC) came to power and it has been 

an abysmal failure.  

o The NPC is yet to put forward a vision for economic development and has hardly legislated 

the statutes needed to move the wheels of its administration. 

o The project to build 65,000 houses in the North and East was manoeuvred by the 

government to purchase steel. 

o The political vision for substantive reconstruction is missing.  

 Social: 

o There are  increasing reports of suicide linked to heavy indebtedness, and of women caught 

in a web of exploitative microfinance schemes.  

o These desperate conditions are linked to falling incomes and crippling livelihoods, 

particularly in the predominantly agriculture and fisheries sectors. 

o High unemployment: 

o District-level data indicate 15 per cent unemployment in Jaffna 

o Local media reports show spike in liquor and drug abuse in these provinces. 

75) A non-military option of the abrogation of the 56-year-old Indus Waters Treaty 

by India – that defines the water-sharing arrangement for six rivers of the Indus 

basin that flow through both India and Pakistan – is suggested to teach Pakistan a 

lesson. Should India do this? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Yes: 

 Several projects that India had planned for the western rivers had been stalled due to Pakistan’s 

objections. All these projects are in the state of J&K. 

 India’s proposed outreach, aimed at the ‘diplomatic isolation’ of Pakistan, is essentially codespeak 

for strategic inaction. 

 While abrogation of the IWT does not constitute an immediate existential crisis for Pakistan, it 

allows India to build infrastructure for storage on the western rivers. 

 With 80 percent of the water going to Pakistan and 20 percent to India, the treaty was an unfair 

settlement that was foolishly accepted by the Indian negotiators 

  While the waters of Indus cannot be stopped or diverted instantly and India cannot inflict 

immediate punitive action on the Indus front, abrogation of the IWT can be a short-term symbolic 

gesture and a long-term substantive measure for countering the Islamic Terrorist State of 

Pakistan. 
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No: 

 It would not help India in achieving its desired objective that of forcing Islamabad on cross-border 

terrorism. 

 The international community highlights this treaty to show that water has the potential to bring 

even two adversaries like India and Pakistan to a platform of cooperation. 

 Unilateral abrogation of the IWT will result in international condemnation, and India will lose its 

‘high moral ground’ 

 It would be detrimental to India’s interests in the long run. 

 The uniqueness of the Indus Waters Treaty is it is the only international water treaty co-signed by a 

third party - the World Bank. Any form of India's open withdrawal from the treaty will 

automatically draw the World Bank into the dispute - and in support of Pakistan. 

 If India decides to ignore international norms and treats the Indus waters as a weapon to punish 

Pakistan, it will unfortunately lead to huge human insecurity in the neighbouring country. At the 

same time, this will make India's own dams and reservoirs in the river system genuine military 

targets for Pakistan to retaliate. That will be a huge risk to take. 

What needs to be done? 

 It is necessary to work for a new Indus treaty that can address fast-evolving water-sharing 

challenges in the basin. The new treaty might also open up possibilities for Afghanistan and China, 

the two other riparian countries of the Indus waters that would be part of the new arrangement 

76) Do you think India’s own lack of coherent strategy is to blame for Pakistan’s 

repeated involvement in sponsoring terrorist attacks against India? Critically 

examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes: 

 Border issues: 

o The porous border on land and sea cause extra tension regarding the infiltration of 

terrorists. 

 Indian attempts to isolate or ignore Pakistan will not yield the desired results and are counter- 

productive given Islamabad’s position as the second largest country in South Asia and its strong 

links with China. Militarily India cannot afford to be confrontational with Pakistan, because of the 

latter’s nuclear weapons. 

 What's hurt India the most has been its constant vacillation in dealing with Pakistan. India's 

foreign policy has swung from being hawkish to dovish, seemingly at whim 

 Pakistan's strategic value in Asian geopolitics has rendered isolation largely unrealistic. Pakistan 

remains one of the few countries in the world with strategic ties to almost all major powers, from 

the United States to Russia and China. 
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 The recent government has blown hot and cold in equal measure on Pakistan, suggesting a lack of 

coherence within India's foreign policy establishment. 

o New Delhi's stated policy has been to suspend all dialogue with Pakistan, until Islamabad 

cracks down on terror camps on its soil. Yet, talks have happened, and with no abatement in 

terrorism 

 Despite recent cuts in aid owing to fallouts over counterterrorism, the US still sends as much as 

$320 million in security aid alone to Islamabad. 

 And any attempts to isolate Pakistan globally will drive China to be more hawkish and protective 

in Pakistan's defence 

No: 

 In 2010, leaked records of US intelligence agencies suggested strong links between the ISI and 

militant groups in Afghanistan. And perhaps most damningly, Pakistan shields a UN designated 

terrorist in Hafiz Saeed. 

 If that’s not enough for Pakistan, nothing will ever be, and the fact that both terrorists roam freely 

and run flourishing empires within the country should be enough to show Pakistan’s complicity. 

 Pakistan way of segregating terrorists as good and bad has affected it's neighbouring countries. 

77) From India’s point of view, what are the the pros and cons of the Indus water 

treaty? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

 Indus water treaty was signed between India and Pakistan and mediated by the World Bank in 

1960. This agreement involves river Indus and its tributaries such as Jhelum, Chenab, Rabi, Bias and 

Sutlej. 

Pros: 

 India need not share any measure of water from the eastern streams, i.e., Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej 

 Even though the western rivers, i.e., Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab are allocated in entirely to Pakistan. 

India can use 3 Million feet acres of water for the purpose of drinking water and irrigation in the 

state of J&K 

 It is sited as the global model for cooperation on the use of trans-border river waters and 

collaboration. 

 India has always cited how responsible it has been as an upper riparian state when it comes to the 

water-sharing agreement 

 Pakistan has to fulfill its other duty  as per international law to stop patronizing terror groups that 

are attempting to wrong India. There is  Article 62 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 

that enables treaties to be dissolved, in case the circumstances change fundamentally. 
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 India always had a high moral ground in this treaty as it knows that Indus is the lifeline of Pakistan 

and it did not tamper with it despite so many conflicts between the two countries. 

Cons: 

 Jammu and Kashmir: 

o India gave away control over the three rivers to Pakistan, this led to shortage of power 

generation and lack of industrial development in Jammu and Kashmir. 

o Today, Out of 6,00,000 Hectares of cultivated land in Jammu and Kashmir only 1,50,000 

Hectares is under irrigation. This has also affected hydropower generation. 

o Several projects that India had planned for the western rivers had been stalled due to 

Pakistan’s objections. All these projects are in the state of J&K. 

 India's open withdrawal from the treaty will automatically draw the World Bank into the dispute 

and in support of Pakistan 

 India gets less than 20% of the water under the treaty where as Pakistan gets 80% of the water.  

78) How did India and Pakistan solve Indus river water sharing problem? Do you 

think both countries can resolve their other bilateral problems in the same manner? 

Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

How did India and Pakistan solve Indus river water sharing problem? 

 The treaty was established that the main purpose of the exercise was to achieve maximum 

agreement and that neither side was out to steal an unfair advantage. 

 It was also agreed that outstanding issues should be settled in accordance with justice and fair 

play, in a spirit of friendliness and cooperation. 

 One side gracefully conceded the other’s claim were valid. In this way the two negotiating teams 

were able to settle a number of irritants in this field and pave the way for a period of real deal 

between the two countries. 

 International arbitrator like the world bank played a significant role in the success of this 

agreement. 

Yes they can solve the issues amicably:- 

 SAARC can be used a platform for strengthening the relationship in the south Asian countries and 

solving the issues amicably. 

 The trade between the two countries has to increase as economic prosperity of both the countries 

would force the other issues to be discussed about. 

 People to people contacts and role of civil society has to integrate the two nations . 
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No: 

 The Indus agreement was made before the wars India fought with Pakistan. Though the agreement 

has not adversely hit both the countries have a sense of trust deficit which makes it difficult for 

solving things easily. 

 The issues are complicated with border issues like sir creek, PoK, pakistan's role in inflicting 

terrorist activities in India, recent attacks on army bases. 

 Even gaining international support for putting pressure on Pakistan is difficult task as China has 

major economic interests in the region and US granted money recently to Pakistan . 

 Pakistan is a nuclear state and it doesn't have the policy of no first use which keeps India on its 

toes. 

79) Examine the merits and demerits of all the non-military options before the 

government for a strong response to the  recent Uri attack by Pakistan sponsored 

terrorists.  (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Non military options: 

1. Abrogation of Indus water treaty: 

 Merits: 

 Several projects that India had planned for the western rivers had been stalled due to 
Pakistan’s objections. All these projects are in the state of J&K. 

 India’s proposed outreach, aimed at the ‘diplomatic isolation’ of Pakistan, is essentially 
codespeak for strategic inaction. 

 While abrogation of the IWT does not constitute an immediate existential crisis for Pakistan, 
it allows India to build infrastructure for storage on the western rivers. 

 With 80 percent of the water going to Pakistan and 20 percent to India, the treaty was an 
unfair settlement that was foolishly accepted by the Indian negotiators 

  While the waters of Indus cannot be stopped or diverted instantly and India cannot inflict 
immediate punitive action on the Indus front, abrogation of the IWT can be a short-term 
symbolic gesture and a long-term substantive measure for countering the Islamic Terrorist 
State of Pakistan. 

 Demerits: 

 It would not help India in achieving its desired objective  that of forcing Islamabad on 
cross-border terrorism. 

 The international community highlights this treaty to show that water has the potential to 
bring even two adversaries like India and Pakistan to a platform of cooperation. 

 Unilateral abrogation of the IWT will result in international condemnation, and India will 
lose its ‘high moral ground’ 

 It would be detrimental to India’s interests in the long run. 
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 The uniqueness of the Indus Waters Treaty is it is the only international water treaty co-
signed by a third party the World Bank. Any form of India's open withdrawal from the 
treaty will automatically draw the World Bank into the dispute and in support of Pakistan. 

 If India decides to ignore international norms and treats the Indus waters as a weapon to 
punish Pakistan, it will unfortunately lead to huge human insecurity in the neighbouring 
country. At the same time, this will make India's own dams and reservoirs in the river 
system genuine military targets for Pakistan to retaliate. That will be a huge risk to take. 

2.Cyber warfare: 

 Yes: 
o Plausible deniability of attacks can be done as it is difficult to identify the source of the 

attack. 
o It could cause severe security and economic lapses in Pakistan. 

 No: 
o India has always been on the high moral ground so it cannot behave like a rogue state by 

engaging in cyber warfare. 
o India can face the brunt of cyber warfare as retaliation as India is already one of the major 

targets of cyber attacks in the world. 

3.International pressure and declaring Pakistan as a terrorist state: 

Merits: 

Sanctions can be imposed on Pakistan which can force it to act responsibly. 

Demerits: 

There is no assurance that China and USA would do so due to the economic interests if China involved in 
Pakistan and America economically helping Pakistan. 

4.supporting Balochistan struggle: 

Merits: 

 World would come to know the human right violations Pakistan army is continuing in Balochistan. 

 This will create unrest within Pakistan as Balochistan is its latest province with rich natural 
resources. 

 Demerits: 

 Pakistan can take it as an excuse to internationalised Kashmir issue. 

 Even Iran and Afghanistan are not totally secure of total Balochistan independence 

5.Revoking the MFN status will hardly punish Pakistan’s economy given the low levels of bilateral trade. 
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80) Do you think recent surgical and pre-emptive strikes by Indian forces against 

terrorist bases in PoK region is a paradigm shift in India’s foreign policy vis a vis 

Pakistan? What will be its consequences? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
 

Yes it is a paradigm shift: 

 With this strikes India abandoned the self-proclaimed policy of “strategic restraint” adopted in 

the face of earlier provocations by terrorists believed to be backed by Pakistan. 

 For the first time, seven launch pads were simultaneously attacked. 

 Several terrorists were eliminated without loss on our side and it was a successful operation. it was 

not merely one-off tactical move but was a part of a grand strategy. 

 This operation was the most visible aspect of the Indian grand strategy which reflected that India 

was changing its previous approach towards Pakistan that was marked by crippling indecision and 

inaction. 

 India decided to neutralise terrorists not as a one-off tactical operation but as a part of a grand 

strategy aimed at compelling Pakistan to abandon its policy of using terrorism against India. 

  As a preventive measure, the country has started preparing for a possible retaliation by the 

Pakistani forces. In a bid to isolate Pakistan further, the country has also briefed the envoys of the 

22 nations, including the P5 nations, about the surgical strikes and the current situation at the Line 

Of Control. 

 To mount international pressure on Pakistan, India has already opted out of the SAARC summit, 

which was to be held in Islamabad. 

 Not only by the surgical strike across the border, but by the radical shift in the political discourse, 

and the round of aggressive diplomacy that preceded it. 

No it is not a paradigm shift: 

This may not be the first time India has undertaken quick cross-LoC operations, but it has never before 

chosen to share information so publicly. 

Consequences: 

 The message shows that India henceforth reserves the right to launch strikes, including 

preemptive ones, to counter terror from across the border. 

 Precautionary measures like evacuating people from the villages in the border took place. 

 Pakistan downplayed the strikes and did not escalate the issue. 

 Pakistan’s options, however, have been severely circumscribed not only by a continuous plunging 

of its global standing and loss of support even among some of its most consistent champions except 

China. 

 significant that the Indian operation has not drawn any international criticism. 



  Secure Synopsis | September - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  106 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

 Economic impact arising from recent tensions with Pakistan and incidents like the surgical strikes 

undertaken by Indian special forces will be extremely marginal. 

 India's move to review the most favoured nation (MFN) status accorded to its neighbour has 

raised some uncertainty for exporters on whether trade will normalise in the future. 

 there is no cause of concern for the country's economy which has the capabilities to withstand any 

extra costs to be borne for the sake of our national security. 

Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, 

81) A recent report from the International Labour Organization found that more than 

two-thirds of South-East Asia’s 9.2 million textile and footwear jobs are threatened 

by automation.  How will automation impact consumers? Are there any lessons for 

India from this finding? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

How will automation impact consumers? 

 3D printing and other emerging technologies allow manufacturers to meet customer specifications 

with unmatched quality, at speeds not previously imaginable . 

 Western companies can bring those same customizable technologies back home, and eliminate 

their overseas factories altogether. This could reduce export growth, as destination markets in 

Europe and the United States bring production back home. 

 Asia’s upwardly mobile factory workers are becoming consumers themselves, especially in China. 

Lessons for India: 

 India has a large workforce dependent on the textile and garment industry, an increasing use of 

robots may impact the prospects of the country's labour force as well. 

 The garment and textiles sector is one of the largest contributors to India's exports, with 

approximately 11%. It employs as many as 35 million people in a workforce of 500 million people. 

 The prospects of job loss in this sector in the coming years can destroy India's economy, and many 

other developing nations. 

 India will have to move away from the low-end jobs to the high-end jobs in the long run. This is 

what happened with China. They were a major garment and textile manufacturing country, but as 

the per capita income of the Chinese workforce increased, the industry started shifting its base to 

other nations like Vietnam and Indonesia 

 Employment: Cabinet approved a Rs.6,000 crore package for textiles and apparel sector with an 

aim to create one crore new jobs in three years and attract investments of $11 billion. 
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82) Recently the Supreme Court directed the government to take a final decision on 

introducing ‘totaliser’ machines for mixing votes from various booths before 

counting. Why has Supreme Court given this directive? According to political 

parties, what are the merits and demerits of introducing totalisers? Examine. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

The totaliser machine, which is connected to the control unit of electronic voting machines (EVM) after 

polling, gives out an overall, not booth-wise result.  

Merits: 

 Numerous instances of prepoll intimidation and post-poll reprisal by candidates and political 

parties of voters at the booth level in recent years have necessitated the need for a ‘totaliser’.  

 Booth-level results have been often used by losing candidates to harass voters of specific villages 

or castes/communities which voted against the candidate.  

 The mixing of votes of different polling booths should not hamper political parties from devising 

booth-level mobilisation strategies.  

o Parties and candidates contesting elections anyway have a fair sense of the social 

composition of voters of specific booths because of information collected by local party 

workers.  

o Poll surveys also give a good sense of which party a particular community is leaning towards 

ahead of an election 

 It will go a long way towards maintaining the basic principle of secrecy of votes. 

Demerits:- 

 This machine does not give  booth-wise performance which is important for parties to devise 

booth-management strategies. 

 When votes are counted at the booth level, the parties and candidates get a fair sense of who 

voted for them or not, which helps them in planning strategy at the booth level for the next 

electoral battle. This is not possible when totalisers are introduced.. 

 The other challenge for the totaliser machine would be the municipal elections. How exactly would 

it be beneficial there since the results need to be declared for each ward, based on which the ward 

representative gets elected. 
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83) Critically examine American President Obama’s record in advancing nuclear 

disarmament agenda since he gave his famous Prague speech on this issue in 2009 

and the stance of countries with nuclear record, including India, to Obama’s Prague 

agenda. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Prague agenda: 

 The United States has a moral responsibility to act” and pledged “America’s commitment to seek 

the peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons”.  

 Obama  promised that “to put an end to Cold War thinking, U.S will reduce the role of nuclear 

weapons in our national security strategy and urge others to do the same. 

Positives: 

 The Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) issued  referred to the objectives of “reducing the role of U.S. 

nuclear weapons” in national security strategy while maintaining strategic deterrence and “stability 

at reduced nuclear force levels”.  

 The Nuclear Weapons Employment Strategy that followed in 2013 stated that the U.S. would only 

consider the use of nuclear of nuclear weapons “in extreme circumstances to defend the vital 

interests of the United States or its allies and partners”.  

 The Defence Department was directed to “strengthen non-nuclear capabilities and reduce the role 

of nuclear weapons in deterring non-nuclear attacks”. 

 Negotiations with Russia led to the New START Treaty coming into force in 2011 which limits U.S. 

and Russian nuclear arsenals to 700 deployed ICBMs (intercontinental ballistic missiles), SLBMs 

(submarine-launched ballistic missiles) and heavy bombers and 1,550 deployed nuclear warheads. 

 Nuclear Security Summits in 2010 to highlight the threats posed by terrorists seeking nuclear 

materials. 

boldest decisions was to visit Hiroshima earlier this year, becoming the first serving U.S. President 

to do so 

 Shift away from the current U.S. policy that countenances a ‘first-use’ of nuclear weapons in 

response to even a conventional attack, to a ‘no-first-use’ (NFU) of nuclear weapons, implying 

nuclear retaliation only in response to a nuclear attack. 

Criticism: 

 These achievements fall far short of the promises of the Prague speech. The CTBT (Comprehensive 

Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty) ratification, which Mr. Obama had promised to push through vigorously, 

continues to languish.  

 The Nuclear Security Summits remained content with shared best practices and voluntarily 

announced measures. 
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 Meaningful negotiations on nuclear issues remain deadlocked. , there has been no significant shift 

in U.S. nuclear weapons policy.  

 Further, to push through the ratification of the New START treaty, Mr. Obama also authorised a $1-

trillion budget over the next three decades for maintaining and improving the U.S. nuclear arsenal 

under the Stockpile Stewardship Program. 

Reaction of countries with nuclear record to the Prague agenda: 

 Japan and South Korea feel that an NFU implies a weakening of U.S. commitment to their security. 

Along with other nations, it negotiated an international agreement with Iran that made it much 

more difficult for Iran to acquire the material needed to make a nuclear weapon. 

 Some elements of the new US policy coincide with India’s positions. If the US Congress ratifies the 

CTBT, pressure will come on India too to sign the CTBT. India will have to do a careful assessment of 

the costs and benefits of signing or not signing the treaty. 

 India has been in favour of a verifiable FMCT. The US push for FMCT may help start the 

negotiations. 

84) Recently, North Korea conducted its fifth nuclear test. Why is it a matter of 

concern? In your opinion, how should rest of the world, including India, deal with 

North Korea? Justify. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Why is it a matter of concern? 

 With this detonation the regime has succeeded in miniaturising nuclear weapons to the point of 

attaching them to ballistic missiles. These fears are justified given the long trajectory of the 

North’s nuclear weapons drive.  

 The regime is believed to have developed increasingly sophisticated delivery systems, ballistic 

missiles with a growing range. 

 Condemnation of this test by the UN did little to dampen the defiance of the North’s Supreme 

Leader, Kim Jong-un. Sanctions slapped on it in March have failed to have any effect, as they have 

since they were periodically imposed since 1992. 

 The recent  test will exacerbate peninsular tensions over a plan to deploy THAAD, a U.S. missile 

defence system, in South Korea. 

 Pose a grave and expanding threat to security, stability and peace in Asia and the rest of the 

world. This threat affects close U.S. allies — South Korea and Japan — and U.S. personnel and 

facilities in the region. 

 Even China which was considered north Korea's ally also criticised this act .This test is believed to 

be its most powerful atomic explosion ever. China says this is a threat to its own security . 
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What needs to be done ? 

 The latest explosive test may be an opportune moment to pause and re-examine the value of the 

sanctions aimed at isolating the North’s regime internationally. 

 Addressing the North Korean threat must be a “front-burner issue” for the United States and 

China. China can help get North Korea back to the negotiating table by working with the United 

States, South Korea, Japan and Russia on both diplomatic and economic approaches that will help 

restart negotiations with North Korea.  

 New and genuine incentives should be offered for North Korea to participate in substantive talks. 

These talks would include the possibility of a comprehensive deal in which North Korea. 

o South Korea and the United States supported by China signed a peace agreement that 

would finally end the Korean War and gradually normalize relations in exchange for 

complete nuclear disarmament and progress on human rights. 

 A new diplomatic approach could potentially freeze North Korea’s nuclear and missile programs 

and lay the groundwork for a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula. 

 Creating a standing multilateral mechanism to coordinate the implementation of Security Council 

resolutions. 

o  This should be facilitated by the sharing of intelligence, coordinating enforcement 

operations and distribution of resources donated by partners outside the region.  

 Strictly enforcing the new Security Council sanctions, including the mandate to inspect all North 

Korean cargo and apply serious economic pressure, can help curb criminal activity from the 

regime, and, most important, prevent the spread of nuclear and missile materials and technology 

 The United States should secure its interests and those of its allies against the North Korean 

nuclear and missile threats by expanding U.S.-South Korea-Japan cooperation and strengthening 

its joint deterrence profile. 

 The United States and its allies jointly build the capacity to intercept all missiles originating from 

North Korea with a range-payload capability greater than existing Scud missiles  

 India should strongly  refrain from such actions which adversely impact peace and stability in the 

region. 

85) “The agreement reached between Russia and the United States in Geneva on a 

ceasefire in Syria is perhaps the best opportunity for a solution to the five-and-a-

half-year old civil war.” Do you agree? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
Livemint 

Background: 

 Under it, Russia will prevent the regime of President Bashar al-Assad from bombing rebel-held 

areas, while the U.S. will join hands with Russia in the fight against jihadist groups, including the 

Islamic State. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/14/6-agreement-reached-russia-united-states-geneva-ceasefire-syria-perhaps-best-opportunity-solution-five-half-year-old-civil-war-agree/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/14/6-agreement-reached-russia-united-states-geneva-ceasefire-syria-perhaps-best-opportunity-solution-five-half-year-old-civil-war-agree/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/14/6-agreement-reached-russia-united-states-geneva-ceasefire-syria-perhaps-best-opportunity-solution-five-half-year-old-civil-war-agree/
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Positives: 

 Both the rebels and the regime have welcomed the deal. 

 There are positive changes at the regional level as well. Turkey, a staunch supporter of the rebels, 

had recently said Mr. Assad could play a transitional role in Syria. 

 The US and Russia, ultimately, are to find themselves fighting together against ISIL and Jabhat Fateh 

al-Sham, and embarking on unprecedented information-sharing, aimed at dispelling long-standing 

mistrust between the two powers over the Syria conflict. 

Concerns: 

 Though Moscow wields strong influence over Damascus, it has in the past expressed uneasiness 

over the stubbornness of the regime. The regime is now making gains in the battlefield. 

 Even if Mr. Assad agrees to suspend the bombing, it is not clear if he will be prepared to make any 

meaningful compromises in the peace talks. 

 The rebels fighting the regime are not a unified force. Russia wants Fateh al-Sham, a former 

affiliate of al-Qaeda, to be singled out and attacked. The U.S. has agreed to this suggestion in 

principle, but its practicality is uncertain. 

 US and Russia may represent powerful nations, but in the Syrian context, they are not the primary 

actors. Far more important players were not seen in Geneva: Iran, Saudi Arabia. 

 Neither the US nor Russia, which have spearheaded diplomatic efforts, has been able to deliver 

their end of the bargain and the task may now be more difficult as fighting rages around the 

divided city of Aleppo, Syria's most populous area and the new focus of a war that has killed 

500,000 people. 

 Mainstream rebels appear reluctant to withdraw from frontlines where Jabhat Fateh al-Sham 

fighters are also present because of fears the ceasefire will fail 

86) Do you think Russia is becoming a dictatorship state from an authoritarian one? 

How will it affect India’s interests? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes: 

 The recent elections of Russia show the strength of single leader with almost null significant 

opposition. 

 In its suppression of opposition, in its thuggish aggression, in its capricious and rigged “justice”, 

Russia is crossing the line that differentiates between democratic authoritarianism and outright 

dictatorship.  

 A post-Soviet domineering regime that controls the media and suppresses dissent. 

 It has progressively undermined civil liberties and slowly consolidated power in the hands of the 

central government.  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/09/08/us-politician-asks-what-is-aleppo-in-embarrassing-interview-gaff/
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 Using a variety of aggressive tactics such as intimidation and slander to silence domestic 

opposition , the present government  has managed to remain in power for over 15 years.  

 The present government’s  allies have even rewritten the constitution to allow Putin to run for a 

third, extended term as president. 

 The Duma has become a rubberstamping, puppet parliament which regularly passes any Kremlin 

sponsored bill. Over the past decade, Russia has progressively become more authoritarian under 

laws restricting civil liberties and free speech. 

No: 

 The leaders of the present government are largely credited with fixing the economy and providing 

a stable political leadership to the country.  

 Under Putin’s watch, Russia has come out of its self-imposed strategic retreat and started playing 

an active global role.  

 Russia’s annexation of Crimea from Ukraine and a combative foreign policy in Syria and elsewhere 

have proved popular among his domestic constituents. 

How is India affected?? 

 Today, both India and Russia have acquired a new self-confidence arising out of their rapid 

economic growth, at the time when many developed countries are suffering from economic 

recession.  

 As rising economic powers, both India and Russia are playing an increasingly larger role on the 

world stage. The two countries share the goal of creating a multipolar world. India values the 

political and diplomatic support it continues to get from Russia on vital issues. India is also happy 

to note that Russia is recovering economically and militarily and is reasserting itself on the 

international sphere. 

  In today’s complicated and fast changing geopolitical situation, both countries have wisely 

diversified their foreign policy options, yet have been careful not to abandon a mutually beneficial 

partnership of trust built up over decades. 

 India-Russia cooperation is going on smoothly and steadily in various sectors. Cooperation in the 

defense sector is still the strongest link.  

 Russia’s preference for multipolarity and encouragement for the promotion of groupings like RIC 

(Russia-India-China), BRICS (Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa), as well as SCO (Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation) is intended to create a forum outside the Western block where India and 

 Russia along with other countries can discuss issues without western pressure. 

 Indo-Russian energy cooperation is also expected to get a boost in the coming years.  

Concerns: 

 There are still certain issues related to inadequate banking and financial services, lack of brand 

promotion, removal of discrimination in insurance coverage and quality control concerns are 

coming-up as a stumbling block in Indo-Russian economic cooperation. 
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Q) It is said that the recent G20, ASEAN and East Asia summits have become 

platforms for USA to advance its agenda of putting an end to the economic and 

geopolitical advance of Beijing. Examine. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Yes, US is trying to advance its agenda using these summits to contain China: 

 The United States has proposed the establishment of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) in recent years. Certainly, the purpose of 

these policies is to gain dominance in international trade. Nevertheless, these policies also 

naturally restrict the leading role of China in the Asia-Pacific and global economy. 

 United States has insisted on sustaining the current monetary system. Although most countries, 

including China, hope to reform the existing international monetary system boldly and resolutely, a 

breakthrough is unlikely in the short term. 

 United States and Japan disagreed on AIIB and even strongly objected to the establishment of this 

organization. 

 ASEAN: 

o Some ASEAN leaders like Philippines and vietnam  are concerned about China’s growing 

boldness in the South China Sea. The ASEAN region is already America's fourth largest 

export market and contributes over half a million jobs in the U.S. 

o 2016 ASEAN summit is the first time USA  has hosted ASEAN. the United States and ASEAN 

meet as newly minted "strategic partners." 

o Also launched a brand-new initiative, the U.S.-ASEAN Connect. The concept consists of four 

pillars (Business Connect, Energy Connect, Innovation Connect and Policy Connect), to 

establish a network of hubs (particularly in Singapore, Jakarta, and Bangkok) across ASEAN 

to better coordinate U.S. economic engagement and connect more entrepreneurs, investors 

and businesses with each other. 

o More ASEAN economies have been attracted and expressed their interest in joining TPP. 

 Over the past five years, U.S. officials have made Southeast Asia a centerpiece of the Obama 

administration's Asia Rebalance initiative, steadily deepening ties across the region to help 

Washington manage an unpredictable and rising Beijing.  

  Although ASEAN countries are all parties of RCEP (an alternative pathfinder for an Asia-Pacific FTA), 

in which it still plays the leading and central role, TPP with the participation of four ASEAN 

countries and with China excluded was agreed in 2015 ahead of the RCEP process. 

 The US used the East Asia Summit to convey the United States’ deep and abiding commitment to 

upholding the principles of freedom of navigation and overflight and other lawful uses of the sea, 

adherence to international law, respect for unimpeded lawful commerce, and peaceful 

management and resolution of disputes. 

No:- 
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 Joint ratification of Paris agreement by USA and China shows the convergence in relations for the 

benefit of international community.US and China interest converge against terrorism, 

denuclearising korean peninsula, world peace etc. 

 In Asia, a realm still dominated by economic  rather than military power, shaping China's rise will 

require that U.S. policymakers become far more hands-on in exercising U.S. economic might. China 

is currently the largest trading partner for every ASEAN member. 

 Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate 

87) Recently, the EU 28 minus 1 leaders met at Bratislava to discuss the post-Brexit 

world. Examine the roadmap outlined in the Bratislava Declaration and how the EU 

wants to resolve some of the pressing issues it’s facing. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background:- 

 ‘The Bratislava Declaration’ offers a road map for the next six months, on migration, border 

security, counter-terrorism, defence and economic and social development. 

Positives about the roadmap: 

 Funding for strategic investments across the region 

 Establishing a common capital market across the EU  

 Acquiring advanced traveller information to secure borders 

Negatives: 

 Migration is one of the contentious issue  

 Proposal of the European army: 

o Member-states move towards pooling and centralising their defence and diplomatic 

resources. 

 It is exactly this kind of a ‘more Europe’ response to a problem that has left EU member-states and 

citizens disenchanted and fearful of what they see as Brussels’s overreach. 

How EU is planning to solve these issues: 

 By focussing on the big picture and on areas where it has a comparative advantage while letting 

national governments take the lead in others. 

 By encouraging members to engage more rigorously with their citizens on EU issues — explaining 

policies and their outcomes, collecting feedback, and inviting ideas. 
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Q) Discuss the key factors behind the G-20’s lacklustre performance in recent years. 

In your opinion, what can India do to make G-20 meetings more meaningful and 

outcome oriented. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Reasons for lacklustre performance of G20 in the recent years: 

 There has been a rise of trade barriers and more restrictions on the movement of people. 

 The anti-globalization backlash and the growing economic disparity within G-20 countries also 

belie the efforts of the group to enhance inclusiveness. Domestic politics, particularly the rise of 

populism, which has taken on an anti-trade and anti-globalization fervour, has also emerged as a 

major hurdle. 

 Geopolitics: 

o Among the notable spats that cast their shadow over the summit were US-China 

disagreements on the latter’s human rights record, cyber attacks and, of course, the South 

China Sea. 

o Similarly, there were tensions between China and US allies, Australia, Japan and South 

Korea, over Beijing’s stand on the South China Sea, its belligerent action in the East China 

Sea and its opposition to the deployment of a missile defence shield, respectively. 

o The UK decision to postpone the approval of the Hinkley Point nuclear plant over security 

concerns miffed Beijing, given its $8 billion stake in the project. 

o Political friction was also evident between the US and its ally Turkey over the alleged role of 

a US-based cleric in the aborted coup against President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. 

o Additionally, North Korea’s unannounced launch of three ballistic missiles towards Japan 

during the summit underlined, on the one hand, China’s diminishing influence on its 

recalcitrant ally, and on the other, provided greater justification for the US deployment of 

the missile defence shield to its allies in the region. 

o Finally, China-India differences dominated their bilateral interaction. These included Beijing 

blocking India’s entry into the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), its opposition to putting Jaish-

e-Mohammed chief Masood Azhar on the UN terrorist list and the construction of the 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 

88) It is crucial to effectively use the UN and its multilateral platforms to advance 

India’s long-term global interests. Is India effectively utilizing them? Critically 

examine the challenges and potential. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Yes India is effectively utilising them and the potential : 

 At the high-level event on the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), India 

boldly adopted a pivotal role and responsibility in ensuring the success of the SDGs. It asserted that 

as many as 11 of the 17 SDGs adopted are already part of the government’s agenda. 
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 Additionally, India’s constructive role also paved the way for the climate change agreement in Paris 

last year and in the launch of International solar alliance. 

 This year at the high-level event on large movements of migrants and refugees, prompted by the 

crisis in Europe, India sought to ensure that the developed countries and the World Bank did not 

divert funding from development commitments to refugees. 

 India, with reportedly the largest number of drug-resistant infectious patients, had significant 

stakes in the UN high-level meeting on AMR (antimicrobial resistance) this year, which focused on 

how to prevent an estimated 700,000 annual deaths worldwide.  

 On the reform of the UNSC, India is now evolving a more elaborate and multifaceted approach. On 

the one hand, it is pursuing the text-based negotiations in the general assembly. 

o On the other hand, India is also looking to increase transparency of the various UNSC 

sanction committees, which remain some of the most powerful and opaque UN 

instruments. This crusade would also have a wider appeal among the UN membership and 

might translate into support for India’s permanent membership. 

 With Indian diaspora very widely dispersed India has a significant opportunity to enhance its global 

interests and make the world hear them. 

 By being a victim of terrorism India realises the importance of bringing harmony in international 

platforms. 

 With climate change and global warming disaster management has become necessary. India is the 

only country with a dedicated force and it can voice this at the global arena. 

 In the WTO forum India has always acted according to the interests of developing and less 

developed countries and fought for the concerns of the farmers. 

Challenges: 

 China: 

o At multilateral levels while India's and China's interests converge on economic issues, they 

diverge considerably on political and strategic matters. 

o A case in point is how China supports India on economic matters at multilateral forums like 

the WTO farm talks, while on political issues Beijing has proved a major roadblock for India. 

o Recently China blocked India's move in the UN to seek action against Pakistan for the 

release from jail of LeT commander Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi, the mastermind of the Mumbai 

attacks. And this is not the first time China has foiled India's moves in the UN Security 

Council. 

 There are many bilateral issues which India has to focus on which take away it's time to focus on 

global interests via UN platforms. 

 To advance it's interests in multilateral platforms India needs to have the sufficient manpower but 

there is shortage of foreign service personnel and there is an inherent bias towards some countries 

over other. 

 Many nations still do not believe the sincerity in the India's nuclear doctrine which was evident 

from opposing the entry for India into the NSG. 
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89) Why achieving truce in Syria has become difficult? Do you think international 

institutions have failed Syrian people? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Why achieving truce in Syria has become difficult? 

 President Bashar al-Assad is now making advances in the battlefield. Recapturing Aleppo, once 

Syria’s largest city, has always been high on his agenda, and he may be less keen to compromise at 

a time when he is winning. 

 Neither the US nor Russia, which have spearheaded diplomatic efforts, has been able to deliver 

their end of the bargain and the task may now be more difficult as fighting rages around the 

divided city of Aleppo, Syria's most populous area and the new focus of a war that has killed 

500,000 people. 

  Russia  wants the rebels to isolate the jihadists among themselves, particularly Jabhat Fateh al-

Sham, and has been asking the West to target such groups. Though the U.S. has said it is fighting all 

jihadist groups in Syria, it is now focussed only on the Islamic State, which is in retreat.  

 Though Moscow wields strong influence over Damascus, it has in the past expressed uneasiness 

over the stubbornness of the regime. The regime is now making gains in the battlefield. 

 Even if Mr. Assad agrees to suspend the bombing, it is not clear if he will be prepared to make any 

meaningful compromises in the peace talks. 

 The rebels fighting the regime are not a unified force.  

 US and Russia may represent powerful nations, but in the Syrian context, they are not the primary 

actors. Far more important players were not seen in Geneva: Iran, Saudi Arabia. 

 Mainstream rebels appear reluctant to withdraw from frontlines where Jabhat Fateh al-Sham 

fighters are also present because of fears the ceasefire will fail 

International institutions have failed Syrian people: 

Yes: 

 The UN has largely been a spectator since what began as civil strife spiralled into a deadly war 

between the regime and a group of rebel groups supported by outside powers. 

 The Geneva I and II peace plans did not even take off. 

 Russia and the U.S. had earlier agreed to cease hostilities, but the agreement did not materialize . 

 World Order, as organised under the UN system, is not primarily concerned with people. It is a 

global system organised on the principle that the interests of states, not people, are paramount. 

 The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is not able to receive 

sufficient funding to actually address all of the humanitarian needs occurring in Syria. 

 The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights cannot hold any state accountable for 

even the most egregious human rights violations. It can only comment on them. 
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  In theory, the Security Council was meant to maintain world order. In practice  and in its ulterior 

design - its purpose is to ensure that the five major world powers  remain the major world powers 

as the only permanent members with the power to veto any resolution. 

No: 

 Since late 2011, peace plans or initiatives have been launched by the Arab League, Russia, and 

the United Nations.  

 Geneva talks have taken place under Kofi Annan and last year Geneva II talks have taken place 

however the negotiations made by the countries could not sustain. 
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