
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  1 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

 

 

Table of Contents 
 

 

Topic: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant 

provisions and basic structure. __________________________________________________________ 8 

1. Do you think the constitutional debates of the Constituent Assembly are relevant and important for 

India? Critically discuss. (200 Words) ___________________________________________________________ 8 

2. Do you think the right to drink and eat what citizens want is adequately safeguarded in India? What’s 

the position of courts on this issue? Critically examine. (200 Words) _________________________________ 9 

3. Is there a need for reform of India’s defamation laws? Substantiate. (200 Words) __________________ 9 

4. In the light of recent judgements, critically analyse the broadening scope and significance of Article 21 of 

the Constitution. (200 Words) _______________________________________________________________ 12 

Topic: Separation of powers between various organs _______________________________________ 13 

5. Should the Supreme Court be involved in interstate river disputes? Critically comment. (200 Words) __ 13 

Topic: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States ______________________________ 14 

6. Why did the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT) propose the setting up of a Cauvery Management 

Board? Critically examine why it’s not yet set-up. (200 Words) _____________________________________ 14 

7. What are the key contestations of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka in the Cauvery dispute? Are there any 

alternative solutions to resolve this dispute? Examine. (200 Words) _________________________________ 15 

Topic: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and Judiciary ____________________ 16 

8. Recently in Tamil Nadu, Governor allocated the portfolios held by the ailing Chief Minister, to her senior 

most colleague in the Cabinet. Examine the constitutional basis of Governor’s action. Do you think it’s the 

responsibility of ruling party to reveal and the right of public to know about health condition of their Chief 

Minister? Justify. (200 Words) _______________________________________________________________ 16 

9. In India, the existing system of performance evaluation for the lower judiciary is plagued with various 

problems. More worryingly, the higher judiciary in India is not subject to any sort of evaluation. To address 

this issue, what needs to be done? Critically examine. (200 Words) _________________________________ 17 

 

 



  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  2 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

Topic: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various 

Constitutional Bodies. ________________________________________________________________ 18 

10. It is often argued that only a full-time commission, which is independent of the government and the 

judiciary, can impart transparency and credibility to the system of appointments to the higher judiciary. 

Discuss why. (200 Words) ___________________________________________________________________ 18 

Topic: Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act _________________________________ 19 

11. What is the significance of Section 123(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RPA)? Critically 

comment on the opinion of judiciary on this section. (200 Words) __________________________________ 19 

Topic: Issues relating to poverty and hunger ______________________________________________ 20 

12. In the latest Global Hunger Index, India is bracketed in the category of countries where hunger levels are 

“serious”. Do you think India’s policy responses on hunger and malnutrition are to be blamed for India’s 

shameful track record in addressing hunger problem? Critically analyse. (200 Words) __________________ 20 

Topic: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications, 

models, successes, limitations, and potential ______________________________________________ 22 

13. Recently, after the Patna High Court’s verdict on Bihar’s prohibition law, the Bihar government has 

notified the Bihar Prohibition and Excise Act, 2016. In this light, critically discuss the issues involved in Bihar’s 

prohibition law.  (200 Words) ________________________________________________________________ 22 

14. It is said that latest available internationally comparable data shows that moving towards a cashless 

economy remains a Herculean challenge for India. Examine why. (200 Words) ________________________ 23 

15. The Management Information System of MGNREGA is a way to providing data on implementation. 

Examine how it works. Are there any shortcomings to it? If so, how can they be overcome? Suggest solutions. 

(200 Words) ______________________________________________________________________________ 24 

16. Examine how the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and its proposed new version UPI 2.0 will benefit 

India. (200 Words) _________________________________________________________________________ 25 

17. Recently, many committees such as GST council, monetary policy committee have been set up to take 

important decisions concerning Indian economy. Do you think these new institutional arrangements are good 

for India? Discuss. (200 Words) ______________________________________________________________ 26 

18. Recently, Telangana state has finalized creation of 31 new districts. Discuss the merits and demerits of 

creating more districts in Telangana. (200 Words) _______________________________________________ 27 

19. The overcrowding of prisons in the country is a long-standing problem that is seldom addressed 

effectively. Critically discuss the causes and consequences of overcrowded prisons, and measures needed to 

decongest them. (200 Words) ________________________________________________________________ 28 

20. The Government of India and the regulators have been very supportive of Digital India, Startup India and 

paperless technology. However, there are still some impediments to the paperless distribution of financial 

products. Discuss these impediments and their solutions. (200 Words) ______________________________ 29 



  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  3 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

21. In the light of recent referendums and their outcomes around the world, do you think political 

representatives in an indirect democracy are more capable than voters themselves to deliberate on 

important public policy matters and make informed choices? Critically discuss. (200 Words) _____________ 30 

Topic: Civil society; NGOs; _____________________________________________________________ 31 

22. In the light of warmongering between India and Pakistan, critically discuss what role could civil society 

play and what challenges it could face in helping normalization of relations between both the countries. (200 

Words) __________________________________________________________________________________ 31 

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out 

of their design and implementation _____________________________________________________ 32 

23. To address the bad loan problem of public sector banks (PSBs), creation of a ‘bad bank’ that would 

house the bad loans in the PSB system is mooted. Discuss the merits and demerits of this proposal. (200 

Words) __________________________________________________________________________________ 32 

24. “Until we can see that the government has a realistic plan to manage the risks involved in placing all 

Indians’ proof of identity in one big box, making Aadhaar registration mandatory means imposing on every 

Indian citizen an unmanaged, possibly unmanageable, risk of digital environment catastrophe.” In the light of 

recent theft of personal data from Yahoo! database, critically comment on the statement. (200 Words) ___ 33 

25. Do you think the significance of the Monetary Policy Committee and its first decision are overstated? 

Critically comment. (200 Words) _____________________________________________________________ 34 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 

Education, Human Resources; __________________________________________________________ 35 

26. Recently the union cabinet approved amendments to the HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Bill, 

2014. Critically comment on these amendments. (200 Words) _____________________________________ 35 

27. A new report of the Global Burden of Disease (GBD) 2015 published in The Lancet suggested that the 

number of individuals with Alzheimer’s increased from 21.7 million worldwide in 1990 to 46 million in 2015. 

Discuss why and how should India prepare to deal with Alzheimer’s disease.  (200 Words) ______________ 36 

28. The adversities suffered by leprosy patients are multi-faceted, ranging from medical, social and 

psychological to economic and legal. In this light, examine India’s record and strategy in eradicating leprosy in 

the country. (200 Words) ___________________________________________________________________ 38 

29. What do you understand by palliative care? India ranks abysmally low in palliative care, which is not yet 

integrated into the health care system of the country. Discuss what should be done to address India’s low 

ranking. (200 Words) _______________________________________________________________________ 39 

30. With India emerging as the diabetes and coronary heart disease capital of the world, it is also among the 

fastest growing markets for pharma products. Critically comment how does the nexus between Big Pharma 

and hospitals affect various stakeholders. In this regard, what government can do to protect interests of 

patients? (200 Words) ______________________________________________________________________ 40 



  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  4 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

31. More than a quarter of all cases of tuberculosis (TB) reported worldwide are found in India. Discuss the 

importance of data surveillance in fighting TB in particular and for the public health system in general.  (200 

Words) __________________________________________________________________________________ 41 

32. The fiscal woes of the government make the growth in education spending unsustainable. From where 

and how government can mobilize resources to attain its higher education goals? Examine. (200 Words) __ 42 

33. Recently, the prime minister’s office instructed NITI Aayog  to find ways to reduce the country’s 

dependence on China for active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs). Critically discuss significance of this 

instruction. (200 Words) ____________________________________________________________________ 43 

34. A three-member committee under the NITI Aayog to examine aspects of the Indian Medical Council 

(IMC) Act, 1956, and to suggest reforms in medical education has proposed a new Bill that would repeal the 

IMC Act and pave the way for the constitution of a National Medical Commission (NMC). Critically discuss 

committee’s recommendations and their implications. (200 Words) ________________________________ 45 

35. Why is it said that the global war on TB will not be successful till India wins the battle within its own 

boundaries first? Also discuss why fight against TB should be a serious concern. (200 Words) ____________ 46 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of 

these vulnerable sections ______________________________________________________________ 47 

36. Critically evaluate the role of NHRC in investigating violations of human rights across India. (200 Words)

 47 

37. Several groups in Assam have been protesting against the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016. Critically 

examine reasons behind protests. Do you think these protests are valid? Critically comment. (200 Words) _ 49 

38. There is serious scepticism about the intentions and potential achievements of the Brics (Brazil, Russia, 

India, China and South Africa) grouping. Many have already declared its failure to sustain itself due to its 

inability to institutionalize and therefore implement a programmatic agenda. Do you agree with this view? 

Critically analyse. (200 Words) _______________________________________________________________ 50 

39. Analyse various concerns expressed against the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016 of 

the union government. (200 Words) __________________________________________________________ 51 

Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the 

performance of these schemes _________________________________________________________ 52 

40. October 2, 2016 marks the second anniversary of the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM). Critically evaluate 

performance of the scheme in meeting its objectives. (200 Words) _________________________________ 52 

 

 

 

 



  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  5 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s 

interests ___________________________________________________________________________ 54 

41. Recently in Colombia, in a referendum people rejected a peace agreement reached between the 

government and the guerrillas of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). Do you think such 

deals should be put for referendum? What will be the consequences of ‘no’ vote for Colombia? Discuss. (200 

Words) __________________________________________________________________________________ 54 

42. Analyse the nature of relationship between India and Singapore. (200 Words) ____________________ 55 

43. It is argued that a review of the Indus Water Treaty could prove to be a double-edged sword for India. 

Discuss why. (200 Words) ___________________________________________________________________ 57 

44. India has completed agreements for civil nuclear cooperation with 11 countries so far, including the U.S., 

Russia, Australia, Canada and South Korea, but the upcoming agreement with Japan could be the most 

significant. Discuss why. (200 Words) _________________________________________________________ 58 

45. Critically analyse India’s ASEAN approach and nature of its role in the RCEP (Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership) negotiations.  (200 Words) _______________________________________________ 60 

46. It is said that India is distancing itself from the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). Do you agree? Has NAM 

become irrelevant to India’s global ambitions? Critically examine. (200 Words) _______________________ 61 

47. Critically discuss various issues involved in India’s development cooperation programme for poor and 

developing countries. (200 Words)____________________________________________________________ 62 

48. “The moment for turning the Bay of Bengal into a zone of regional cooperation may finally be with 

India thanks to a number of recent developments.” Which are these developments? Discuss why they are in 

favour of India. (200 Words) _________________________________________________________________ 63 

49. As Indian foreign policy looks westwards, do you think the upcoming BRICS summit offers India an 

opportunity to calibrate its outreach to multiple powers? Discuss. (200 Words) _______________________ 64 

50. It is argued that the Indian Ocean has the potential to become the most important source of new global 

growth over the next 20 years, just as the Pacific rim powered the world’s economy for much of the last 20. 

How should India make use of this opportunity? Discuss. (200 Words) _______________________________ 65 

51. Do you think India is the reason why SAARC is widely regarded as the most ineffective of regional 

economic groupings? Critically comment. (200 Words) ___________________________________________ 66 

52. Critically comment on the key outcomes of recently held BRICS and BIMSTEC summits in India. (200 

Words) __________________________________________________________________________________ 67 

53. Do you think the recent agreements between India and Russia have improved relations between two 

countries? What more needs to be done to address thorny issues between them? Critically discuss. (200 

Words) __________________________________________________________________________________ 68 

54. Critically examine how China factor is influencing India’s relationship with its neighbours and with 

regional groupings in Asia. (200 Words) ________________________________________________________ 69 



  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  6 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

55. In the post Brexit scenario, why is it argued that it’s important for Britain to forge stronger non-EU 

relationship with India? Critically examine. (200 Words) __________________________________________ 71 

56. Recently India and the European Union signed the Memorandum of Understanding on water 

cooperation at the World Sustainable Development Summit in New Delhi. Discuss the significance of this 

agreement for both and other countries as well. (200 Words) ______________________________________ 71 

57. The world at large does not see terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir as part of the global terrorism which 

threatens international peace and security. In the light of this understanding, do you think India is wasting its 

various opportunities to discuss other important issues at multilateral fora by highlighting the issue of cross 

border terrorism alone? Critically comment. (200 Words) _________________________________________ 72 

58. Recently, the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between the European Union and 

Canada was collapsed. What are the reasons? Does its collapse affect India? Discuss. (200 Words) ________ 73 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations ______________________________________________ 74 

59. Examine what the recent ‘surgical strike’ operation by India in PoK does and does not mean for India’s 

broader strategic dynamic with Pakistan. (200 Words) ____________________________________________ 74 

60. Do you think terrorism combined with Baloch and Sindh nationalism are posing existential threat to 

Pakistan? Critically examine. (200 Words) ______________________________________________________ 76 

61. “Imposing a trade embargo on Pakistan is neither economically nor legally feasible for India.” Discuss. 

(200 Words) ______________________________________________________________________________ 77 

62. Critically evaluate Bangladesh’s cooperation with India in dealing with terrorism. (200 Words) _______ 78 

63. Do you think India must move away from from the idea of parity with China? Critically comment. (200 

Words) __________________________________________________________________________________ 79 

64. Do you agree with the argument that the cross-LoC trade between India and Pakistan can act as a 

harbinger of peace and prosperity? Critically analyse. (200 Words) _________________________________ 80 

65. In the light of increasing Chinese economic, political and cultural investments in Myanmar, how should 

India strengthen its relationship with Myanmar? Critically analyse.  (200 Words) ______________________ 81 

66. China has tapped into anti-American sentiments in Asia to develop alternatives to US-led institutions in 

the region. Is it good for the region? Should India be worried? Critically comment. (200 Words) __________ 82 

Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, _____ 83 

67. A global regime to manage the use of drones is slowly being put into place. Examine why this regime is 

necessary? What’s the role that India should be playing in putting this regime in place?  Analyse. (200 Words)

 83 

68. Recently Saudi Arabia sold $ 17.5 billion worth of sovereign bonds. Why is this event considered 

significant? How this might affect Indian workers in Saudi Arabia? Analyse. (200 Words) ________________ 84 



  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  7 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

69. Considering America’s unilateralism on most issues, do you think new Silk Road initiative by China holds 

the key to a peaceful world? Critically analyse. (200 Words) _______________________________________ 85 

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate___________ 86 

70. A new research by IMF has shown that global debt was currently 225% of global GDP, with the private 

sector responsible for two-thirds of the total. Is it a cause for worry? What governments, including India, 

should do to address the issue of mounting global debt? Examine. (200 Words) _______________________ 86 

71. Recently, Hungary voted in favour of anti-migrant and anti-refugee campaign in a referendum. In this 

light, discuss the refugee crisis in Europe and the role of EU in resettling refugees. (200 Words) __________ 87 

72. Why is Saudi Arabia involved in civil war in Yemen. Have international institutions failed to address 

Yemen Crisis? Critically comment. (200 Words) _________________________________________________ 88 

73. Discuss the challenges before new Secretary General of the United Nations. Do you think the post of 

Secretary General is ceremonial and insignificant? Comment. (200 Words) ___________________________ 89 

74. Critically evaluate the role of the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in managing refugee crisis 

around the world. (200 Words) ______________________________________________________________ 90 

75. In the light of the Maldives leaving the Commonwealth, do you think the latter has lost its relevance and 

importance today? Critically comment. (200 Words) _____________________________________________ 92 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  8 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

GS - II 
Topic: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions 

and basic structure. 

1. Do you think the constitutional debates of the Constituent Assembly are relevant and 

important for India? Critically discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background:  

 The Constituent Assembly took almost three years debating and deliberating, to complete its 

historic task of drafting the Constitution for Independent India. 

 The debates shaped up the constitution in the form we see today  

 But its relevance is being questioned by some on grounds of its merit to be a democratic body. 

Non-Relevance: 

 Not a fully representative body: Many members were nominated; franchise was limited to 25 

percent adult population. 

 Dominance of one Ideology: Granville Austin has pointed that constituent assembly was largely 

congress, so one party's ideology got reflected. 

 Debates did not completely depict Assembly’s thinking as many questions were settled outside the 

assembly chamber. 

 They were either silent, or even misleading, about specific issues. 

  It is difficult to isolate the assembly’s collective positions from selective quotations or stray 

speeches. This is especially true for complex questions like secularism, property and language. 

But its relevance today can’t be ignored as: 

 Reservoir of Ideals: They help us retrace the roads taken along India’s republican journey, even as 

they shape and define our common political identity as citizens. 

 Art of consensus making: This can be learnt by the present day parliamentarians as the Constituent 

Assembly was able to bring consensus to decision table even with more complex and challenging 

environment. 

 Solution to present day Constitutional questions: The debates can help resolve recurring 

controversies like, presidential vs parliamentary system, Collegium or alternate system for judicial 

appointments, etc. 

 Solution to present day rights based questions: Those debates can also be solution to pressing 

problems of today like freedom of speech and expression vis-a-vis security centric state. 

 The debates can supply the form and content of the Constitution’s basic features, which lie beyond 

the reach of constitutional amendments. 

Conclusion: 

 A constitution till the time it is in vogue, guides the functioning of any country.  

 As such, the debates which shape up the constitution will always remain relevant to its legal and 

socio-political discourse since they form the basis of its functioning. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/05/4-think-constitutional-debates-constituent-assembly-relevant-important-india-critically-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/05/4-think-constitutional-debates-constituent-assembly-relevant-important-india-critically-discuss/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/mLactWgKWt6iKosuEyBNMI/Why-do-our-constitutional-debates-matter.html
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2. Do you think the right to drink and eat what citizens want is adequately safeguarded in 

India? What’s the position of courts on this issue? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

Democracy, Fundamental right under Article 21 guarantees legal, social and moral right to citizens to drink 

and eat what citizens want but at the same time DPSP promotes Societal wellbeing with special focus on 

prohibition on alcohol. 

Why in News: 

 Recent attacks by fringe groups on Beef eating. 

 Prohibition on drinking Alcohol by Bihar Govt. 

 Fat tax imposed by Kerala Govt. 

Position of the court: 

 The Bihar HC has rejected the Govt’s alcohol ban order, but it has been stayed by the SC. 

 A similar stance has been taken by the Maharashtra HC. 

 The position of the court in these matters has changed from reasonable restrictions to expansion of 

personal liberty under article 21. 

 Court focuses on issues and not on particulars. It has observed that a ban is not the solution of the 

issues related to alcohol like accidents, harassment etc., there are different laws to protect these 

issues victims and police should work with efficacy in the states 

Way forward: 

 If there is a issue with eating and drinking habit then solution of “MINIMIZING THE PROBLEM” be 

preferred like the Kerala government did with the FAT TAX to reduce obesity the same can be done 

for alcohol too and ban is not a solution. 

 Minimizing the damage due to alcohol by regular patrolling 

 Increase the tax ( it’s going to increase anyway after GST on tobacco and alcohol ) 

3. Is there a need for reform of India’s defamation laws? Substantiate. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background - 
  

 Booked for criminal defamation, personalities such as Subramanium Swamy, Rahul Gandhi and 
Arvind Kejriwal had moved the Supreme Court(SC), challenging the constitutional validity of the law 
on criminal defamation, as defined in the IPC.  
 

 This year (2016) in May, SC gave ruling that section 499 and section 500 of IPC, which criminalizes 
defamation are not unconstitutional. Now, Biju Janata Dal (BJD) member of Parliament Tathagata 
Satpathy is about to propose a new Bill to reform the laws on defamation.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/06/4-think-right-drink-eat-citizens-want-adequately-safeguarded-india-whats-position-courts-issue-critically-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/06/4-think-right-drink-eat-citizens-want-adequately-safeguarded-india-whats-position-courts-issue-critically-examine/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/o02yUnePn0sMZooqprgEQO/A-boost-to-fundamental-rights.html
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/06/5-need-reform-indias-defamation-laws-substantiate/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/QyZpUVSMbHqKymUquA7yNK/The-need-for-reform-of-defamation-laws.html
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 Section 499 of IPC states defamation could be through words – spoken or intended to be read, 
through signs, and also through visible representations. These can either be published or spoken 
about a person with the intention of damaging reputation of that person, or with the knowledge or 
reason to believe that the imputation will harm his reputation.  
 

 Section 500 stipulates an imprisonment of up to two years, with or without fine, for someone held 
guilty of criminal defamation. However, criminal defamation is a compoundable offence and parties 
can seek a closure of the case by reaching a compromise. 

  
Introduction: - Defamation laws under section 499 and 500 of IPC are being misused by the parties for 
their vested interests. Generally two kinds of defamation actions have emerged to capture popular 
attention. First, political interests have adopted defamation law to settle scores. And, second, powerful 
entities such as large corporations have exploited weaknesses in defamation law to threaten, harass, and 
intimidate journalists and critics. In this backdrop we need to analyse the need for reforms:-  

Arguments in favour of reforming Defamation:  

 Chilling effect on Freedom speech: Powerful elites, both individuals and corporations, have 
misused the law of defamation to silence criticism and chill the free press. This makes it possible for 
journalists and comedians to face criminal action. Such actions are called Strategic Lawsuits against 
Public Participation (SLAPPs), which created a new system of censorship. This was even highlighted 
by Law commission. 
For example- Arrest of comedian Kiku Sharda's arrest was arrested for mimicking Gurmeet Ram 
Rahim Singh Insaan, the self-proclaimed god-man.The dozens of defamation cases filed in Tamil 
Nadu to silence journalists, the fact that powerful politicians are using this as a weapon against 
each other. 
  

 Provisions of civil defamation - There is an adequate remedy against defamation which can be 
solved through civil filling of cases rather than criminalizing it. The ssections 124, 153 (provocation 
with intention to cause riots), 153A  (promoting enmity between different groups on grounds of 
religion, race etc) of IPC mentions about it.  
  

 Deterrent for exposing wrong doing and reduces accountability - Two years imprisonment along 
with monetarily penalty acts as deterrent for exposing the wrong doers and people hesitate to take 
action and speak truth. So, it acts as a shield for public servants, political leaders, corporation 
against critical scrutiny by media & citizens and reduces accountability. 
  

 Faulty reasonable restriction ground :- Under Article 19, state is allowed to make laws imposing  
reasonable restrictions on this right in the interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the 
security of the state, friendly relations with foreign states, public order, decency or morality or in 
relation to contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence. Of these, only defamation 
protects the private interest in protecting an individual’s reputation. All the other interests are 
essentially public interests. The test in determining the constitutionality of a law under Article 19(2) 
is whether the law is a “reasonable restriction” on free speech. 
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 Burden of proving the truth for public good - Even if a person has spoken the truth, he can be 
prosecuted for defamation. Under the first exception to section 499, truth will only be a defence if 
the statement was made for the public good, which is a question of fact to be assessed by the 
court. This is an arbitrary and over-broad rule that deters people from making statements regarding 
politicians or political events even which they know to be true because they run the risk of a court 
not finding the statement to be for the public good. Instead of making the plaintiff prove that the 
accused made a false statement, section 499 gives the accused the burden of proving that the 
statement was not only true but also for the public good. 
  

 Arbitrary in covering dead persons also- A person can be prosecuted even for a statement about 
the dead. While Article 19(2) permits restricting speech in the interests of protecting the private 
interest in a reputation, restricting speech to protect the reputation of the deceased is excessive 
and over-broad.  
  

 Irony is also not excluded:- Even an ironical statement can amount to defamation. Explanation 3 to 
section 499 states that an imputation expressed ironically may amount to defamation. Even if that 
person is a public official holding high office, as in the case of Nitin Gadkari suing Arvind Kejriwal or 
a public institution.  
  

 Public institution is also included- Section 499 expressly states that making an imputation 
concerning a company or an association or collection of persons may amount to defamation. 
Therefore, public institutions too can file suit for defamation. However, the law of defamation 
cannot be intended to protect the private reputation of individuals or public institutions at the cost 
of inhibiting political speech about the actions of public officials or public institutions. 
 

In a democracy, the public interest in protecting political speech must surely outweigh a public 
official’s private interest in protecting his reputation. The right to sue for defamation must exist as a 
right of a private citizen which public officials and institutions cannot exercise, since, by doing so, 
one can easily suppress political speech in the name of protecting the reputation of a public official 
or institution. 
  

 Violation of International covenant - India had ratified an international covenant on civil and 
political rights which decriminalization of defamation procedure. So, India is violating the spirit of 
such agreements. Even, Sri lanka has made it a civil offence.  

  
Arguments against any reform: 
  

 Right to life with dignity - Our constitution guarantees Right to life and personal liberty under 
article 21, which in turn guarantees the right to live with dignity. If dignity is lost then nothing left 
for one to live with as per our socio-cultural norms. The strictness of the criminal defamation makes 
many to refrain from doing it unnecessary or for personal benefit. Wrong allegations cause 
irreparable damage to person's reputation = financial, physical and social harm 
  

 Necessary to maintain social fabric- It is said that, India being a land of diversity, social peace, unity 
and integrity of nation is very important. Any misuse the fundamental right to speech, may 
destabilize the society. 
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 Growing defamation on social media- using social media platforms like Facebook ,Twitter to 
defame others, can spread easily both geographically & demographically, causing unprecedented 
harm to one's reputation and dignity. This make it all the more necessary to punish defamation 
stringently.  
  

 Lack of liquidity: government argues that the reason why defamation should remain a criminal 
offence rather than a civil offence is Indians with lower per capita incomes will not have sufficient 
liquidity with them to pay fines and penalties.  
  

 Criminalising does not impose silence: proponents of criminal defamation also argue  that to think 
that criminal defamation will lead to imposition of silence itself is too far-fetched.  

  

Following the spate of arrests under section 66A of the Information Technology Act, for innocuous 
comments by teenagers, cartoons, political satire and political speech which was magnificently struck 
down by the Supreme Court in March, the time has certainly come for it to examine the criminalisation of 
speech under the IPC.  
 

4. In the light of recent judgements, critically analyse the broadening scope and 

significance of Article 21 of the Constitution. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Article 21(FR ) under Indian Constitution declares that no person shall be deprived of his life or Personal 
liberty except procedure established by Law. 

 SC judgement under Meneka Case has declared Right to livelihood, right to shelter, right to privacy, 
right to information, etc. as part of Article 21. 

 Recently many high courts have given some or the other judgements, which deal with following issues 
and have been useful in broadening the scope of Article 21:- 

  

 Appeal against Alcohol ban in Bihar - Bihar government amended the Bihar excise act, 1915, which 
notified complete ban on sale, manufacturing, and consumption on alcohol. Appeal against was made 
to Patna High Court, court has called this ban as unconstitutional and considers consuming alcohol as 
Right to choose and Privacy. 

However, the state government’s motive was to check the menace caused by alcohol, though the 
actions are draconian. But court need to balance the judgement keeping in mind its broader impact 
especially on poorer sections of the society. For one section of society, it could be a matter of right to 
privacy and choice but for some it is taking the same life due to deaths being caused by alcohol.  

 Decriminalising Section 377 of IPC- This section, criminalises homosexuality as an offence. In  Naz 
Foundation v Government of NCT of Delhi (2009) case, Delhi High Court ruled that homosexuality is 
not a crime and voluntary homosexual act is a matter of Right to privacy and Life. 

Supreme Court revered this order, which gives scope for harassing the LGBT community. The scope of 
Article 21 should extend to LGBT community and should not be seen as something wrong.  
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 Possession of Beef - Maharashtra government banned cow slaughtering and criminalized the 
possession of beef lawfully slaughtered outside the state and placed the burden of proof to prove 
innocence on the accused. Bombay High Court struck down the respective section 5D and 9B of 
Maharashtra Animal prevention act on the grounds that it is a breach of Article 21, specifically the 
right to consume food of one’s choice in private. 

This is matter of cultural habits for some and livelihood for others. Banning it on the name of hurting 
religious sentiment should not be forced.  

 Abortion - Under Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, Abortion is only allowed if it threatens the 
life of woman. Bombay HC in another case held the "right to seek an abortion" as under Article 21 of 
the Constitution. 

A mother should be given freedom to choose whether she wants to carry the baby or not and should 
not be forced, as it is the matter of her life and her baby. She has full rights to choose future course 
for her baby. Thus, expanding it under Article -21, will empower women. But, at the same time its 
misuse has to be checked. 

 Transgender as third gender- Supreme Court recognised the humiliation and harassment faced by 
transgender and asked states to legally recognise transgender as third gender. This ruling was given 
by Supreme Court keeping in mind right to life, right to education, right to livelihood and right to live 
a life with dignity. This is very important for integrating transgender in the mainstream of the 
development and thus inclusiveness.   

Judiciary, being the "guardian" of fundamental rights should articulate a rational approach to interpret 
Article 21 faithfully to the intent of the framers of India’s Constitution. 

 

Topic: Separation of powers between various organs 

5. Should the Supreme Court be involved in interstate river disputes? Critically comment. 

(200 Words) 

EPW 

Background - SC ordered Karnataka government to release Cauvery water to Tamilnadu three times in 
September, which was wilfully disobeyed. 

 SC also advised Union government to make Cauvery Management Board to avoid such future 
problems, but SC was told back that they have no authority to issue such notification against the 
provisions of the Interstate River Water Disputes Act, 1956. 

  
Why SC should interfere ? 
  
 Special leave petition - However, the role of Supreme court is restricted in Interstate water disputes, 

but when states approach to SC against the orders of tribunals through special leave petition under 
Article 136, then court has to interfere.  

  
 Failure of executive - it has been found that such water disputes have not been resolved since years 

and executives have failed to resolve it for their own political benefits, playing political card. Here, SC 
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has to intervene as it is a matter of people's life under Article 21, which is a fundamental right. And 
also, sometimes the solutions reached by political executives have not been pragmatic, which had 
caused court to interfere, for example - in case of Sutlej-Yamuna Canal Link 

  
Why SC should not interfere ? 
  
 Lack of technical expertise- No technical expertise and support in assessment of the reservoir, needs 

of the states before giving the orders. For example, in case of ordering Karnataka to release water, 
they hardly assessed the reservoirs capacity, availability of drinking water for Karnataka and how 
much is needed for agriculture in Tamil Nadu. In first order they asked to release approx. 13 tmcft 
which was reduced to 1 tmcft, which shows SC has no basis of quantifying it and after three times of 
disobeying SC sent a special team for assessing the reservoirs, which is a case of judicial failure. 

  
 Violation of Separation of Power causing Judicial overreach - As per Article 50, Separation of 

judiciary from executive has to be maintained. And specifically Interstate water state dispute has to 
be solved among states with the help of tribunals, where role of courts has been restricted by the 
constitution(Article- 262) and legislation (Act, 1956)itself. This kind of interference violates the basic 
structure of the constitution.  

  
 Harm to reputation of Supreme court - When state like Karnataka start disobeying court's order 

wilfully then it is a matter of credibility of courts and trust among people will reduce. And when it is 
directly being done by constitutional bodies (State, union), then it is time for Supreme court to stop 
and reassess its role in such matter. 

  
However in rising scarcity of water scientific management with experts and water conservation efforts 
including agro-climatic suitable cropping should be practised. State machineries need to cooperate with 
each to solve such issues as ultimately it is loss for the whole country and its should not be seen as the 
matter of prestige for judiciary, State or Union.  
 

Topic: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States 

6. Why did the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT) propose the setting up of a 

Cauvery Management Board? Critically examine why it’s not yet set-up. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 Sharing of Cauvery river water between riparian states like Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and 

Puducherry has been one of the most critical issues in recent times. 

 The proposal to setup the Cauvery Management board by CWDT has been one of the steps taken in 

this regard. 

Reasons for the proposal: 

 Formulate mechanism: To share water during distress seasons. 

 Monitoring: CMB would be body that would monitor the storage position in the Cauvery basin. 
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 Water management Analysis: CMB will analyze the seasonal change of flowing pattern of river and 

its inflow into different states 

 Augment CWDT: It will regulate the release of water in accordance with the final award of the 

Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal as per water availability. 

 Expertise and Equal Representation: CMB will have experts from different fields and will constitute 

members from every party, so that decisions will be balanced and scientific. 

 It will provide quick resolution as well as long term solution ie R&D and change in cropping pattern 

etc 

But, despite the SC directive it has not been set up yet because: 

 Legal Issues: Karnataka argues that setting up CMB goes against the National Water Policy, 2012 

that says that drinking requirements of Karnataka people is more important than the irrigation 

requirements of the people of Tamil nadu. 

 SC vs Legislation: Inter water dispute comes under Art 262, SC asked to set up CMB but since the 

decision of tribunal is final so it is they who have yet to decide on it. 

 Delay in notification of the award by the center and constant wrangling of states over the award at 

the SC. 

 Vote Bank Politics-Political factors are also coming into picture as election are in less than two 

years. 

Conclusion: 

 Respecting the ideals of Co operative Federalism and DPSP, CMB should be set up for short term 

resolution.  

 But for a more permanent solution, steps like water harvesting, using less water intensive crops like 

millets, R&D on desalination technologies are needed. 

 

7. What are the key contestations of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka in the Cauvery dispute? 

Are there any alternative solutions to resolve this dispute? Examine. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Background: 

The Cauvery issue is more than a century old tussle and is stilled an unfinished business between TN and 

Karnataka with both having their contestations to it. 

The main contestations in Cauvery dispute are: 

 

 Mismatched agriculture: It is noticed that TN grow 3 paddy crops a year but Karnataka farmers not 

allowed to grow a single crop some times during drought. 

 Mismatched allocation: Karnataka contributes more water to Cauvery but gets less while its vice 

versa for TN. 

 It is believed that the mono paddy crop is grown in the delta area which is water intensive. 
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 Geographically TN is benefited from the two monsoons both south west and north east also the 

ground water levels are good enough in the state. 

 Even after the final award given by tribunal in 2007, a special leave petition has been filed for 

supplementary award which imposed more contribution on Karnataka’s part. 

 No plans for distress years. 

 

Alternative solutions to resolve dispute are: 

 

 Dispute resolution should be done keeping in mind agricultural consumption and industrial use of 

both states. 

 Interstate Councils  & Zonal Councils should be involved more with greater authority. 

  Civil society dialogue can be a platform to discuss the volatile and explosive issue. 

 Cauvery family should be made active again where the farmers from both the state discuss and 

solve the problems during the deficit years which had stopped working since 2012. 

 Information about the stressed areas around the basin should be pointed out like industries, cities 

through a common information portal. 

  Modernization of canal networks and development of alternate sources of water in the area. 

 Change in cropping pattern to less water intensive crops. 

 Consolidation of knowledge on various issues such as catchment treatment, deforestation in the 

upper catchment, competing demand for water across various sectors, increasing pollution load, 

sand mining, seawater intrusion and increasing salinity in the delta and so on. 

 
Conclusion: 

With political maturity, cooperative federalism and prudent Judiciary, the Cauvery issue can be resolved. 

 

Topic: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and Judiciary 

8. Recently in Tamil Nadu, Governor allocated the portfolios held by the ailing Chief 

Minister, to her senior most colleague in the Cabinet. Examine the constitutional basis 

of Governor’s action. Do you think it’s the responsibility of ruling party to reveal and the 

right of public to know about health condition of their Chief Minister? Justify. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 Governor plays a vital role in ensuring a smooth functioning of democracy during an interregnum 

caused due to some unforeseen circumstances. 

 Following the responsibility, Governor of Tamilnadu allocated the portfolios held by the ailing Chief 

Minister, to her senior most colleague in the Cabinet which drew flak from opposition parties. 
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Constitutional provisions: 

 Under the executive powers, the Governor can make rule for convenient transaction of business of 

state government for the allocation among ministers of the said business. 

 Art.166(3) of Indian constitution provides for functions of the Chief Minister to be discharged by 

the some other minister during the temporary absence of the Chief Minister. 

 Governor enjoys personal Immunity from legal liabilities for his official acts. 

 
Government's Responsibility: 

 Although, there is no legal or constitutional responsibility of ruling party to reveal and the right of 

public to know about health condition of their Chief Minister but it forms a Ethical and moral 

responsibility.  

 Since the Chief minister is a elected representative who enjoys the political mandate to govern, 

appointing any other minister to discharge the function of Chief minister may cause a sense of 

resentment in public. 

 
Conclusion: 

 A Pragmatic convention needs to be developed which should guide the course of action during any 

emergent situation where the Elected C.M is not capable to discharge his/her functions.  

 Issuing regular bulletins from the hospital could curb rumor mills, fear and sacrifice of limb and life, 

thus normalizing the situation. 

 The automatic transfer of power to the next senior most minister in such circumstance can be a 

way out. 
 

9. In India, the existing system of performance evaluation for the lower judiciary is plagued 

with various problems. More worryingly, the higher judiciary in India is not subject to 

any sort of evaluation. To address this issue, what needs to be done? Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Judiciary in India has its own aura and reflections, let that be Keshavnanda bharti case or Minerva mills 
case. This sparky indulgence of judiciary has assured many Indians'- justice. But this positivity is diminishing 
over years because of some unnoticed problems in all sections of judiciary i.e Lower or Higher. 

The recent Gujarat high court whip to 17 judges from lower cadre can be cited as an example. The 
assessment of lower court judges are been through Annual Confidential reports , where in a senior most 
judge reviews the performance index of lower cadre judges. There are some lacunae in the whole process 
of evaluation, which is : 

 The evaluation by a higher court judge can be biased at times, thus lacking transparency, 
accountability. 

 The higher court judges are not themselves been assessed by ACR, thus in a way rendering their 
decisions inefficient. 
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 On pressure of being assessed, the lower cadre judges can sometimes bury on their burden by quickly 
closing down a case, without authentic adjudication. 

 This very process will defeat the purpose of judiciary, as it can hamper the co-ordination & 
understanding between the lower court and higher court cadre because of the immense 
misunderstanding the evaluation carries with it. 

Nevertheless, evaluating judge’s performance through periodic reviews and evaluation is a common 
practise across jurisdiction. As judges in India are not elected, but are chosen through exams. Way ahead 
could be:- 

 Judicial performance evaluation - as public can vote and choose their judiciary, thus indirectly 
showing a democratic stance. 

 Like in EU, Indian lower court cadre as well as High courts can be assessed based on different 
parameters like -rate of effective court dismissal, costs per case, time per case. 

 A modified JPE (Judicial Performance Evaluation) programme like the one in US can be adopted 
based on parameters of evaluation like - judges logical deductions, reasoning, knowledge of law, 
behaviour towards lawyers during proceedings, independence. The performance of judges is 
evaluated and public can accordingly vote whether to retain them or not. 

  
This is an opportune moment to revise existing mechanisms and deliberate on the performance evaluation 
of judges at all levels of the judiciary. Any codified system thus emerging from these discussions in form of 
reports or regulations will ensure minimum biasness and maximum transparency and will lead Indian 
judiciary to bulwark of higher standards & functioning. 

 

Topic: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various 

Constitutional Bodies. 

10. It is often argued that only a full-time commission, which is independent of the 

government and the judiciary, can impart transparency and credibility to the system of 

appointments to the higher judiciary. Discuss why. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 Article 50 directs the state to maintain a balance between Executive, Legislature and Judiciary. 

 But unfortunately, there have been many instances of imbalance in this equilibrium. 

 Specially related to judiciary which some regard as having become “an island unto itself” as the 

collegium system of appointment of judges has no legislative and is concurrent on the executive to 

accept its decisions regarding appointments. 

 So some argue that a separate full time independent commission would be a solution to this 

imbalance. 
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Reasons for the argument:  

 An Independent Commission would be more accountable, rational and transparent as influence of 

executive in case of NJAC or Judiciary in case of Collegium can be blocked. 

 This is also required as both judiciary and executive are too busy to handle such a huge task that 

would require nearly a thousand candidates to be evaluated in every cycle. 

 Reduce the backlog of Judges. 

 This will improve the efficiency of tired judiciary. 

 Nepotism and arbitrariness in appointments would reduce. 

 Evaluation would increase the accountability of judges to work more diligently and honestly with 

integrity and judicial temperament for higher positions.  

 Unethical perks like post retirement benefits in lieu of favored judicial appointments can be 

plugged. 

Reasons against the argument: (although not asked in the question) 

 Powers and authority of the commission would have to be separately defined. 

 This type of body finds no mentions in the constitution and if constituted would become the 4th arm 

of the state. 

 Rather than creating a new body, existing laws can be amended by the legislature to bring 

transparency and accountability in judicial appointments fitting  in aspirations of both executive 

and judiciary. 

Conclusion: 

 It is not unprecedented as similar procedure exists in UK. 

 Since all existing mechanisms of judicial appointments have not delivered desired results, a 

separate independent commission is indeed welcome if it is concurrent to the DPSP and the basic 

Structure. 

 

Topic: Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act 

11. What is the significance of Section 123(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 

(RPA)? Critically comment on the opinion of judiciary on this section. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 Section 123(3) of RPA, 1951: The promotion of, or attempt to promote, feelings of enmity or 
hatred between different classes of the citizens of India on grounds of religion, race, caste, 
community, or language, by a candidate or any other person with the consent of a candidate for 
the furtherance of the prospects of the election of that candidate will be considered as a corrupt 
practice and subject to punishment. 

 

 Significance of the section -123 (3)- The significance of the act is that it protects secularism. 
Secularism in India means equal treatment of all religions by the state. By terming any activity 
which uses religion for electoral purposes as corrupt practice, the act makes sure that religion is 
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separated from the elections. Thus, it prevents candidates from creating religious divides among 
the electorates as it is outlawed. SC has also recognized the same value in S.R.Bommai case.  

 

 Opinion of Judiciary- SC recently remarked that using” Hindutva “to promote the election 
prospects by a party cannot be considered as corrupt practice since it must be looked in a broader 
view as a way of life and cannot be seen in a narrowed realm of religion.  

 

 This interpretation give chances for justification by parties who may use remarks along communal 
lines as just way of life. Increased use of such narrow ideas for gaining votes rather than broader 
issues like development. Serves as a bad signal to those politicians that actually want to fight 
elections on developmental issues. 

 

 Other religions of the country doesn't readily accept Hindutva as a way of life and if they start 
interpreting that being Musalman means, a person "one who submits (to God)", which may mean 
that everyone who believes in God is musalman. It would escalate the communal divide and 
clashes.  

  
While the constitution provides for the freedom to practice a religion but within reasonable restrictions of 
public morality and decency, which are openly flouted by political parties .The judiciary in trying to 
broaden the scope of Secularism has ended up taking a myopic view on religious interference in the voting 
process .The judiciary must stand firm against such misuse by politicians. The executive and legislature also 
need to play a moral part in strengthening the election process. A place to start would be following the 
Model code of conduct as it were a Moral code of conduct. 
 

Topic: Issues relating to poverty and hunger 

12. In the latest Global Hunger Index, India is bracketed in the category of countries where 

hunger levels are “serious”. Do you think India’s policy responses on hunger and 

malnutrition are to be blamed for India’s shameful track record in addressing hunger 

problem? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

Frontline 

Background - The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) had released its Global Hunger 
Index (GHI), rating 118 countries based on four components—under-nourishment, child wasting, child 
stunting and child mortality.  

 The higher the score the higher were the levels of hunger. 

 India was ranked 97 on the list of 118, worse than its neighbours Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, 
but marginally better than Pakistan. 

 According to the report, the levels of hunger are marked from serious to alarming; India was 
bracketed in the category of countries where hunger levels are “serious”.  

  
According to UNICEF, one in three malnourished children in the world is Indian and it is estimated that 
reducing malnutrition could add some 3% to India’s GDP. India's Policy response and their weak 
implementation is one of the major cause for current situation, which is causing damage due to:-  
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 Weak Policy Implementation - Govt. Policy are marred by their ineffectiveness and inefficiency. For 
ex. Recent Midday Meal crisis in Bihar; ICDS is affected by lack of trained personnel, infrastructural 
problems and inequality in terms of gender, age, caste etc.; NFSA even after passes of 3 years has not 
come into existence; PDS is highly alleged of corruption, leakage and inclusion-exclusion errors. 

 Lack of coordination - The National Food Security Act which was passed in 2013 includes 3 schemes 
implemented by different departments of the government, each working in isolation from the other. 
Lack of Coordination between Ministry of WCD and Ministry of health has further contributed to 
policy implementation problems. 

  
 Lack of access to healthcare facilities - Most rural areas don’t have a child-specialist to treat children 

with severe & moderate malnutrition (SAM). So, efficient primary healthcare service is needed and 
schemes like Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan (PMSMA) for "Free Health Check-up for 
Pregnant Women" is a good step. 
  

 Lack of diversity in PDS and food schemes- Indian food habits are severely affected by nutritional 
crisis. Pulses, millets which are rich source of nutrition has largely remained absent in food which is 
distributed by government thorough PDS and other schemes. Along with it the poor quality of food 
grains adds more problem. 
  

 Lack of surveillance - There are inadequate surveys on dietary intakes and patterns of consumption. 
In this context, shutting down of National Nutritional Monitoring Bureau (NNMB), which used to 
conduct surveys and collect data related to dietary habit and nutritional intake is not a right step. 

  
 Regional disparity -India’s policies for tackling hunger have largely remained focused on rural 

regions. In urban areas, we have a problem of awareness and mothers don't know what to feed her 
child.  
  

 Budgetary cut - Reducing Budgetary expenditure on health (for ex. ICDS, NRHM) & Education is 
further worsening policy paralysis. 
  

 Lack of Attention to health of mother during pregnancy - lack of strong policy response by Govt. to 
change Societal Behaviour pattern against females has led to births of underdeveloped children. The 
Fact that One-third of the total maternal deaths in 2015 happened in India, where 45,000 mothers 
died during pregnancy or childbirth. 

However, India has also been able to reduce absolute poverty, improvement in MMR and IMR and certain 
other targets. The Scheme likes Mid-day Meal, Janani Suraksha Yojna, Janani Shishu Suraksha 
Karyakaram, Mission Indradhanush, Iron and Folic Acid Supplemetation, Rashtriya Bal Swasthya 
Karyakram, ICDS has certainly helped in controlling India’s hunger Crisis. Role of hygiene and sanitation 
averting diseases like diarrhoea that rob the body of nutrition. "Swachh Bharat Mission" & "Bal swachta 
mission" is a right step. Thus, in order to achieve zero hunger target by the United Nation's Sustainable 
Development Goal by 2030, we don't need to draft new schemes but instead consider implementing them 
effectively. 
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Topic: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications, 

models, successes, limitations, and potential 

13. Recently, after the Patna High Court’s verdict on Bihar’s prohibition law, the Bihar 

government has notified the Bihar Prohibition and Excise Act, 2016. In this light, 

critically discuss the issues involved in Bihar’s prohibition law.  (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Advantages: 

(a) Constitutional: Article 47 of Directive Principles in the Indian Constitution encourages state to prohibit 

consumption of alcohol for intoxication 

(b) Social: Consuming alcohol is directly responsible for ruining several families, destroying marriages, 

domestic violence etc and there is direct correlation between alcohol consumption and increase in 

crime rate, especially heinous crimes 

(c) Economic: It affects the productivity of a person. Moreover, he gets entrapped in the vicious cycle of 

poverty and debt. 

(d) Health: Excessive alcohol consumption has detrimental effect on body and its immunity. 

(e) Moral: it leads to moral hazards for the person, his family and also the society. 

Critic to bill: 

a) Make the Whole family liable for the consumption of the alcohol by the one family member. It also 

make the House owner liable for the consumption of the alcohol by the person on rent .This Clearly the 

violation of the Article 14 of the Equality before law and article 21 of the Right of life. 

b) It allows the police to assume that there is the alcohol making if the police found the utensils mix of the 

sugar and grapes , so provides discretionary power to the police which open to misuse. 

c) As per the Indian legal procedures, Person is considered as the innocent till the guilt is proved but this 

bill substitute the presumption of innocence with the presumption of guilt. 

d) As per the standard legal practice the punishment for the offense shall be in proportion to the severity 

of the offence. The 10 year punishment And/or 1 lakh Rupee while the term mention for the heinous 

crime of the acid attack is 7 years. 

e) This bill empower the District collector to impose the punishment on the whole village in case of the 

village having the frequent offenders >> Not as per the principals of the Justice. 
 

1.  The Bill provides that if any person is being prosecuted, he shall be presumed to be guilty until his 

innocence is proven, 

which is against the principles of natural justice - "innocent until proven guilty" 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/07/3-recently-patna-high-courts-verdict-bihars-prohibition-law-bihar-government-notified-bihar-prohibition-excise-act-2016-light-critically-discuss-issues/
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2. The Bill also allows a Collector to impose a collective fine on a group of people, or residents of a 

particular village, if 

these people are repeat offenders - Unreasonable and unduly harsh 

3. The premises where alcohol is found, or any place where it is being sold, may be sealed arresting all 

adults of the family – What about children? Who will care for them? 

4. Tribals and mahadalits invoved in brewing, main occupation, most will be forced to do menial jobs if not 

rehabilitated, worst case, the provisions can be misused by upper castes to harass them 
 

(a) The laws justifying DPSP have to reasonable and must respect fundamental rights, unlike the draconian 

punishments prescribed in the aforementioned bill 

(b) It would drive the sector underground increasing black marketing, procurement from neighbor states 

and production of spurious liquor 

(c) It would adversely affect tourism, hospitality and other business and is an unfair intrusion into personal 

choices of people. It will also drain the tax collections which are directly and indirectly related to alcohol. 

(d) Alcohol addiction is a victimless crime and moreover, social drinking is an acceptable practice in most 

cultures and religions 

 

The draconian act has more chances of negatively affecting the social fabric than bringing down 

consumption; hence this practice should be regulated through refusal of new licenses, enforcing the 

minimum legal age of drinking and minimum price of alcohol etc than put under a blanket ban. 

14. It is said that latest available internationally comparable data shows that moving 

towards a cashless economy remains a Herculean challenge for India. Examine why. 

(200 Words) 

Livemint 

Government of India has been doing many efforts to promote the practice of e transactions by initiating 

the universal payment interface (UPI), payment banks, despite that still india holds a lower position in the 

index for achieving the cash less economy. 

The hurdles for cash less economy are: 

 Lack of infrastructure: It had been pointed out that india lacks automated telling machines(ATM) as 

per its density. Also, cashless economy needs internet connection which is not available at the grass 

root level 

  Lack of awareness and risk of fraud: many of the people believe that their hard earn money may 

get lost if they indulge in e-transactions as many cases of cyber crime/hacking are reported 

 Absence of skill: lack of operating skill is also one of the major hindrances for cash less economy. 

 Corruption: to evade tax , still people prefer the traditional cash transferring . 
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 Informal Indian economy:  Small transactions are more convenient in Cash. 

 Rural areas: Large populations are still devoid of formal banking systems. 

Way Forward: 

 Accelerate the NOFN program, LOON program for better internet connectivity in rural and sub 

urban areas. 

 Incentivize Cashless transactions and E-commerce. 

 Increase awareness about net banking and other modes of cashless payments. 

 Develop and promote UPI to broader sections of the society. 

 Promote financial inclusion. 

Conclusion: 

Though many initiatives have been taken regarding this, but more emphasize should be given on digital 

infrastructure, awareness, digital workshops and diligent follow up of the govt on its projects. 

 

15. The Management Information System of MGNREGA is a way to providing data on 

implementation. Examine how it works. Are there any shortcomings to it? If so, how can 

they be overcome? Suggest solutions. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The MIS (Management Information System) of MGNREGA is used to get information related to its 

working. It brings information to public domain thereby enhancing transparency in the implementation of 

the scheme. 

Working: 

 The MIS portal places complete transaction level data in public domain for example - Job cards, 

Demand for work etc. 

  It makes computerization of MGNREGA activities and provides facility for social audit. 

 Another notable feature of the MIS is the availability of information through online reports at 

various levels of disaggregation 

 The worker is able to apply for job request/demand online. The work allotment receipt, payment 

allotment at the end of the work week is also generated online. 

  It provides window for lodging of complaints through Grievance Redressal System. 
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Shortcomings: 

 Short accessibility time: The time window for which the data is available ie from 6am to 6pm  is an 

impediment for collaborative work across time zones 

 There are several situations when a written request for work by a worker is not entered in the MIS 

till funds for work allocation are made available from the Centre. 

 Data dictionary which is a repository of all the names of variables/columns used in various reports 

which is crucial for any citizen accessing the online reports to understand the content in them is not 

available.  

 Information mismanagement: The MIS platform does not provide clear links between unique job 

card number and Fund transfer order (FTO). So it becomes difficult to follow the trail of each job 

card holder from the time of work demanded to getting the wages. 

Ways to overcome the problems: 

 Redefining the software architecture and computerization of all NREGA records for better design 

and linkage. 

 A governance framework for the MIS needs to be put in place that lays out the minimum standards 

and accountability of the Ministry managing the system 

 MIS should prioritize MGNREGA workers rather than its administrative works. 

 More emphasis should be given to social audit, grievance Redressal mechanism, knowledge or 

information to workers etc which is sometimes ignored by the authorities. 
Conclusion: 

 Thus system should be a user friendly one since majority of the people using this are illiterate. 

 The principle of "code is law” should be replaced with compassionate values to serve the weaker 

section. 

 

16. Examine how the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and its proposed new version UPI 

2.0 will benefit India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

UPI and its newer version UPI 2.0 has been launched by the NPCI to further RBI's vision of migrating 

towards a cashless and digital economy. 

Benefits of UPI : 

 Cost Saving:  Annual cost of maintaining ATMs, printing notes is huge and can be saved through 

movement towards a digitised payment mechanism. Direct cost of running a cash based economy is 

0.25% OF GDP, which can be saved by moving to cashless economy. 

 Secure:  Merchant can only see our VPA, not even our bank account details. 
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 Seamless Integration with JanDhan yojana, NOFN (National optical fiber network). 

 Costlier Pos Devices replaced by lower cost smartphones. 

 Open Architecture: The UI is flexible and banks are free to create their own interface. There is a 

common platform for all stakeholders which may lead to offering of a plethora of services. 

Additional Benefits of  UPI 2.0: 

 Pre Authorization through digitally signed statement, which will confirm that amount of purchase, 

is available on card or not. This helps in cases where final amount of transaction is not known. 

 BIOMETRIC AUTHENTICATION will lead to added security in transactions. 

 Focus on Integration with Aadhar and BBPS (Bharat Bill payment service). 

Conclusion: 

UPI is a great initiative but to ensure full effectiveness, increasing digital penetration through Digital India, 

setting up proper Cyber security framework to ensure secure transactions and protection of our Biometric 

Information, greater cooperation among stakeholders is needed. 
 

17. Recently, many committees such as GST council, monetary policy committee have been 

set up to take important decisions concerning Indian economy. Do you think these new 

institutional arrangements are good for India? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

 Institutional arrangements are the policies, systems and processes that organizations use to plan 

and manage their activities efficiently in order to fulfill the required mandate. 

 Many such institutional arrangements have come up like GST council, MPC etc. 

These institutional arrangements can be proved good for India in following ways: 

 Cooperative Federalism: Promotes cooperative federalism by conferring powers on both state 

legislatures and parliament to make laws governing goods and services tax. 

 Accountability: since they are a part of decision making, they can be held accountable. This will 

ensure that they strive towards taking efficient decisions, not succumbing to pressures from 

business and political community. 

 Effective Decision making: Decisions will be taken by a committee rather than individual, therefore 

effective solutions can be produced. 

  Objective: New institutions would ensure objectiveness in the process. ex : Independent FC can 

objectively evaluates budget announcements, forecasts which , hitherto, are marred with political 

woes. 
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 Promotes Democracy: decisions in GST council as well as MPC will be taken by a majority vote. 

 Non- Partial: Ex : earlier before the announcement of Monetary policy, various interest groups like 

GoI, Corporate, Consumers, Banks started lobbying with the RBI governor for the favorable rates for 

them. Now this will be corrected. 

 Transparency: The minutes of the meeting of the MPC will be available to the public. The experts 

outside can keep a watch of the policy decisions. 

However, there are certain challenges: 

 Disputes: Although all states have been provided single vote in GC, it has to be ensure that it would 

not become a platform of various centre-state or inter-state disputes, Particularly in view of 

Cauvery dispute between TN & KTK. 

 

 Coordination: there will be a need for more & effective coordination between various commit, 

ministries etc than ever & track record of India in this regard has not been good.  

 

 Efficacy: of these Committees will, no matter, still depend on the committees' ethos, work culture 

& framework they adopted. 

Conclusion: 

The success of these institution and their contributions to India will depend on how effective and efficient 

the members of the committee are, how they welcome and support out of the box ideas and also how 

much risk they are ready to take to put things on the right path along with how effectively they coordinate 

with other institutions to get the desired result. 

 

18. Recently, Telangana state has finalized creation of 31 new districts. Discuss the merits 

and demerits of creating more districts in Telangana. (200 Words)  

The Hindu 

Recently, Telangana Govt. decided to create 31 new districts whose merits and demerits can be analyzed 

below: 

 

Merits: 

 Political: Now policies would made according to the need of the district, a flip to our smart city 

program. 

 Better distribution of resources  

 Decrease in Urban-rural divide and inequality: As now more cites, more urban centres distributing 

development more evenly.  

 Increase in economic activities and employment 

 Decentralization of administration and power 

 Cultural: It’ll also lead to cultural upliftment as small social groups will have less hindrance to their 

cultural practices  
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 Better policing 

 

Demerits: 

 Huge cost for building administrative headquarters 

 Requirement of more employees will create financial burden to the government in form of salary 

 Complex administrative paper works for better implementation of new districts 

 More influence of politicians in administrative and policing matters 

 It might benefit the politicians more than any other group  

 

Conclusion: 

 This opportunity can be used to involve local communities in decision making process and 

facilitating bottom-up approach for development. 

 Also the different units should be governed with an integrating approach. 
 

19. The overcrowding of prisons in the country is a long-standing problem that is seldom 

addressed effectively. Critically discuss the causes and consequences of overcrowded 

prisons, and measures needed to decongest them. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

Prisons in India, and their administration, is a state subject covered by item 4 under the State List in the 

Seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India. But they have been in general overlooked and ill maintained. 

Why in news: 

 The Supreme Court has taken cognizance that prisons in Delhi and nine States have an occupancy 

rate of 150 per cent of their capacity. 

Critical Analysis of Causes and consequences of overcrowding: 

 

 Few Jails & Less distribution: There are only 1391 jails in the country of which only few are for 

women and special jails. 

 High Crime Rate 

 Number of Under Trials & Convicts in Jails: Large number of under trials are in prisons. More than 

2/3rd of all the prison mates are under trials. 

 Less No. of Judges and lack of legal Aid: Leads to delay in judgments in many cases. 

 Poverty: Many prisoners are unable to execute bail bonds or provide sureties. 

 Miscellaneous: High recidivism rate, New criminal offenses added to penal code, Increased role of 

victim and victim advocacy in the court and parole process all lead to increase in prisoners 

 

Consequences: 

Bad health, unhygienic conditions, increase in fight among prisoners, mental torture, abusing, difficult to 

manage daily affairs because of congestion and less resources, problem related to management, 

surveillance and security. 
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Measure to decongest them: 

 

 Decrease Vacancy: Increase in No. of judges so that trial can be done. 

 Fast Track courts: For quick and time bound judgment. 

 Implementation of section 436A: Section 436A of the Code of Criminal Procedure, under which 

under trials who have completed half of the maximum jail term specified for their offences may be 

released on personal bonds. 

 Prison Expansion Model: Record of prisoners, addition of new beds, funds for new construction. 

 Community Corrections Model: Focus on reducing crime, rehabilitation of prisoners 

 Prison and Jail Overcrowding Commission: Should meet regularly and dispose of any prison related 

issue. 

 

Conclusion: 

Article 21 of our constitution talk about right to have dignified life so Govt. following DPSP principle of 

welfare state should look for more sustainable results. 
 

20. The Government of India and the regulators have been very supportive of Digital India, 

Startup India and paperless technology. However, there are still some impediments to 

the paperless distribution of financial products. Discuss these impediments and their 

solutions. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

 Guided by the vision of promoting inclusive growth and bridging the Digital and economic divide 

among the citizens, the government has launched the flagship missions of digital India, Startup 

India. 

 The paperless distribution of financial products forms an important part of such initiatives.  

They suffer from following impediments: 

 Lack of infrastructural capacity - Access to electricity, internet is still an issue in rural areas. This 

issue is being tackled on war footing through the rural electrification and the National Optical Fiber 

Network Scheme. 

 Low Rural Incomes - A vast section of the population continues to live in abject poverty. Goods like 

smart phones, internet packs are still a distant dream for them.  

 Lack of digital and financial literacy – Specially rural populace 

 Low Cyber security: India is one of the highest affected countries attacked by cyber hacking. 

  Limitations of the Bank - Offering banking services, insurance products might not be attractive 

options to the commercial banks, who will be vary of the low returns involved. Though measures 

like Payment banks, are a positive measure. 
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 Governance issues - The financial products like PM Beema Yojana, etc may not be able to reach all 

the intended beneficiaries due to inefficiency in spreading awareness/implementing such schemes. 

Solutions: 

 Speeding the government initiatives to bring electricity 24X7 and ensuring internet connectivity in 

rural areas. 

 Flagship initiatives related to Agriculture, Skill India, MUDRA loans, Startup India need to be given 

adequate support to help build economic capacity in rural areas. 

 Utilize the medium of radio to boost awareness regarding government schemes and digital literacy. 

Youth volunteers can be involved to spread digital literacy. 

 Greater policy support to Payment banks, small finance banks to boost their reach. 

 Creating robust cyber security framework to create trust 

 Time bound targets for government functionaries to ensure accountability. 

Conclusion: 

The government, in order to achieve its vision, will have to implement all its schemes in mission mode. 
 

21. In the light of recent referendums and their outcomes around the world, do you 

think political representatives in an indirect democracy are more capable than voters 

themselves to deliberate on important public policy matters and make informed 

choices? Critically discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 Referendums are the most obvious way of ensuring direct democracy - i.e. direct involvement of 

the electorate in decision making.  

 The outcomes of the two recent referendums - Brexit and the agreement between Columbian govt. 

and FAARC rebels have stirred the debate on who holds better decision making capacity - 

representatives or the electorate? 

Ideally, the lawmakers should be considered more capable due to the following: 

 Aided by expert opinion: The political representatives have access to expertise to a proficient 

bureaucracy, industry & academic analysts etc.  

 Expertise of Representatives themselves: Many representatives among them include doctors, 

lawyers, engineers, grass-root workers. Their experience and interactions on varied subjects both 

inside/outside the Parliament empowers them to make informed decisions. 

 Better placed to take a balanced stand - Having been given the responsibility of governance, the 

representatives are trained to take a stand keeping in mind the bigger picture and the interests of 

the society/nation at large. 
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However, the capacity of the representatives is considerably constrained due to following: 

 Provisions of the anti-defection law, which forces them to toe the party line and leaves little scope 

for debate. 

 Increasing tendency of political parties and leaders to take stands that help them shore up their 

constituencies rather than objectively analysing pros and cons of decisions. 

 Decline of standards among parliamentarians with increasing criminalization, making parliament an 

institution of power politics rather than informed decision making. 

 Also, Democracy is made out of voters. So they must be given preference when major decisions are 

taken. 

Conclusion: 

 In the greater interests of the society, it is necessary that a healthy culture of 

debate/discussion/deliberations develop in the society.  

 Mass-media, civil society is well poised to play a pro-active role in increasing awareness among 

public regarding policy matters and ensuring greater accountability from the law-makers. 

 

Topic: Civil society; NGOs; 

22. In the light of warmongering between India and Pakistan, critically discuss what role 

could civil society play and what challenges it could face in helping normalization of 

relations between both the countries. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Civil society consists of anyone who are not part of the government and looks to cooperate with the 
government for the betterment of the society and nation at large .The recent bitter relation between India 
and Pakistan made the strategic observers believe that the civil society can play a role in normalization of 
relations between the two nations though :-  

 Cultural exchanges- Both the nations possess a common culture, the civil society groups can 
encourage their governments to follow soft diplomacy in the form of student, academicians, artists 
exchanges, thus improving the people to people interaction so that both countries weave together.   

In the past such initiatives have been taken and were successful at people level. For example,- 
"Pakistan-India People’s Forum for Peace and Democracy (PIPFPD)" , first convened in 1994. The 

forum drew from different sectors and disciplines, advocating for enhanced business relations, 
environmental awareness, arts and literature exchanges etc. Peace process initiative like "Aman ki 
Asha" - It is the 1st peace initiative by civil socities of two countries in the last 60 years. Lahore 
Literary Festival and Jaipur Literature Festival (Literature) - With a wide range of audiences, the 
annual Lahore Literary Festival and Jaipur Literature Festival celebrate both Indian and Pakistani 
authors and feature panels discussing India-Pakistan relations. Centre for Dialogue & Reconciliation 

(CDR) - CDR organized the first intra-Kashmiri women's conference in 2007, also convened cross-LoC 
women's dialogues. 

 Trade and commerce- The people living along the border can focus on increasing the volume of trade 
which is presently minimal can help in rejuvenating the economy in the frontier and can weed away 
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the youth joining from separatist movements .For example- The "Federation of Indian Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry (FICCI)", the "Confederation of Indian Industries (CII)", the Karachi Chamber 
of Commerce and the Pakistan Chamber of Commerce facilitate inter-organizational trade 
partnerships.  

  
Though ,these are the possible ways the civil society can be take part in harmonizing the relations but 
there could be following challenges :- 

 Reaction from the fringe groups- The recent threats on the ban of artists and sports persons by 
fringe groups who are also known as counter- civil society have diminished the image of India as a 
nation that is tolerant to other cultures correlating it with politics. 

 Trust gap - They have to overcome the trust gap between them and the citizens of the recipient 
country. Even though, people of both sides want peace, but this trust gap needs to be filled.  

 Security - Security to be ensured to the members of the civil society members by the sending country 
during exchanges. It has been often found, that in both countries such people are prone to attacks by 
fringe groups or terrorist groups.  

Civil society can help build relations between the two countries, but that can be possible, if the civil society 
on both the sides can act responsibly with respect for each other's values. 
  

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of 

their design and implementation 

23. To address the bad loan problem of public sector banks (PSBs), creation of a ‘bad bank’ 

that would house the bad loans in the PSB system is mooted. Discuss the merits and 

demerits of this proposal. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 Due to spiraling NPAs for PSBs, idea of a “bad bank” to house bad loans is mooted. 

 However making an all new 'Bad Bank' which buy the bad loans of a bank with significant 

nonperforming assets at market price will have some merits and demerits. 

Merits: 

 

 An overhaul of balance sheet weeding out the NPAs will improve functioning by starting afresh. 

 More capital would be attracted from the Private sector. 

 Fresh loans will be given with more caution adhering to KYC norms. 

 Huge time and money is spend on managing NPAs rather than lending fresh loans, this would boost 

the economy overall. 
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Demerits:  

 

 Its Ownership will be a big hurdle as Govt ownership will mean huge debt burden on govt to 

manage NPAs while Private Ownership might result in overall losses for PSBs. 

 Absence of rules framework for its management: Even in case of the Asset Restructuring 

companies they buy only those NPA which have some prospect of return 

 The transfer needs time and would stop the fund flow for projects and simultaneously mounting 

more debt. 

 The Bad Banks might not viable for the current situation of Indian PSBs in which projects are viable 

but are not generating enough profits to repay their loans due to problems like ,Land acquisition 

etc.  
 

Way Forward: 

 These can be solved by providing more credit to them or by improving ease of doing business. 

 Before developing Bad Banks, rules framework must be established for its working. 

 Bad banks should initially deal only with weaker and long pending NPAs rather than all NPAs. 

 

24. “Until we can see that the government has a realistic plan to manage the risks involved 

in placing all Indians’ proof of identity in one big box, making Aadhaar registration 

mandatory means imposing on every Indian citizen an unmanaged, possibly 

unmanageable, risk of digital environment catastrophe.” In the light of recent theft of 

personal data from Yahoo! database, critically comment on the statement. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 Recently report of huge data theft from Yahoo has surfaced which took them 2 years to mitigate. 

 Since, a professional data company with better digital infrastructure could be subject to such theft, 

the risk for a govt. program like Aadhar increases immensely. 

 So making it mandatory will have huge risks and ramifications: 

 

Pros of making it mandatory: 

 

 Curbing black money: Corruption can be reduced if every person is issued with an Aadhar card and 

if they are brought under the banking purview. Money laundering can also be curbed. 

 DBT and JAM trinity: Linking bank accounts with aadhar card and usage of mobile technology 

helps. 

 Identifying BPL families: 4% of India's GDP goes in providing subsidies to the poor and 

marginalized. But identifying who falls into the BPL families was always a challenge. We can 

overcome this challenge if Aadhar is in place with every individual. 

 Internal security: Aadhar is very much essential for achieving internal security. 
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Cons of making it mandatory: 

 Poor digital infra: right to privacy can be compromised 

 Economic: The amount of money spent in issuing and management of the aadhar system is still a 

big burden. 

 Data Theft and Security challenges : As Aadhar data collected through Big data,  it becomes a 

challenge to maintain the data from getting corrupted, preventing from falling into the hands of 

terror groups and online hackers. Also lies challenge of impersonation and financial fraud. 

 Low skilled people: Ability to manage such huge data is still low. 

Way Forward: 

Aadhar is a necessary and possible solution for India’s digital literacy provided it develops a robust digital 

infrastructure with following steps: 

 NATGRID to be setup 

 Digital literacy mission: Also, a continuous effort to make citizens digitally aware of any such risks 

should be undertaken. 

 CERT IN- computer emergency response team 

 

25. Do you think the significance of the Monetary Policy Committee and its first decision 

are overstated? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Background - The Fourth Bi-monthly Monetary Policy Statement for 2016–17, announced on 4 October, 
was the first statement by the newly-constituted Monetary Policy Committee (MPC).  The six-member 
MPC has three academicians nominated by the Government of India and three (including the governor) 
from the RBI. With the formation of the MPC, the governor no longer takes the final decision on the 
benchmark rate, but has a casting vote in case of a tie in the MPC. In its first decision, it has reduced repo 
rate, which was desired form long time.  
  
RBI has been known for its inflation targeting by regulating the supply of money in economy. In this 
backdrop MPC role as a multimember body to take rational decision has been appreciated. The present 
rate cut has been welcomed by government, industrialists and it is expected that it will boost private sector 
investment. In its current form, the MPC focuses on targeting inflation within a certain range. The MPC is 
“entrusted with the task of fixing the benchmark policy rate (repo rate) required to contain inflation within 
the specified target level" and if it fails to keep the inflation under control, it would be held accountable.  
  
Thus MPC will help in maintaining accountability, responsibility, predictability, boosting confidence of 
investors, maintaining coherence between monetary and fiscal policyy. It will act as checks and balances 
and it is moving away from discretion. But even then it is being said that its significance of and its decision 
are over stated because: 
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 Suitability in inflation targeting  - Inflation targeting by MPC has limited  scope, as inflation depends 

on global fuel prices, domestic demand surges, increase in wages, government policies like MSP, 
weather patterns etc. So, it may not be useful in case of cost push inflation and other factors which 
are outside the ambit of RBI's control. 

  
 Factors influencing investment- Expecting the rate cut to instantly improve investment is also not 

reasonable. Increase in investment depends on other factors like long term profitability, market 
prospects, and government policies. Investment rate is mostly dependent on the earlier performance 
and the economy and chances of better profits which is not visible because of slowing of economy 
worldwide. 

 Rising NPAs - The recent slashing of rates may have brought optimism but bank NPAs have made 

sure that the rate cuts have not been transmitted to the bank customers, the reason being 
provisioning and cleaning up of bad loans. This is beyond the ambit of the MPC. 

The MPC taking a decision is a positive step in ensuring greater cooperation between the government and 
the RBI on monetary policy decisions. Ensuring transparency of the council's actions along with minimum 
interference from government is needed to ensure its effective functioning. 
 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 

Education, Human Resources; 

26. Recently the union cabinet approved amendments to the HIV and AIDS (Prevention and 

Control) Bill, 2014. Critically comment on these amendments. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
The Indian Express 

 India is home to 2.1 million people affected with HIV. 

 So this bill is the need of the hour.  

 It is in tandem with the SDG of 'Ending the epidemic by 2030' 

Some of the amendments of the bill are: 

 Making it a right of every HIV infected person to get free Antiretroviral Theraphy which helps in 

suppressing the HIV virus to the maximum extent. 

 Ensuring that the Social welfare schemes benefit all HIV infected people especially Children and 

women. 

 Making Insurance industry legally liable for discriminating a person on the grounds of HIV infection 

or low immunity caused by it. 

 Making Consent of the person is mandatory to reveal the HIV status. 

 No person can be discriminated on the basis of HIV infection in educational institutions , Health 

Sector , Employment in public or private sector, Residence or renting among many. 

 Setting up an Ombudsman to enquire into violation of the act and provisioning of health care 

services. 
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Pros of the bill: 

1. Social Security: Under the bill, it is a legally punishable offence to deny a person living with HIV/AIDS 

insurance on the ground of the disease that lowers the immunity.  

2. It also guarantees protection against discrimination in the field of education, employment, access to 

housing and healthcare 

3. The most crucial step is that it recognizes the right of a person to keep his health status confidential so 

that he will not be judged based on his disease. 

4. It is based on the tenet of stopping the spread of the disease and at the same time helps the infected 

get antiretroviral therapy 

5. A person between 12-18 years of the age with sufficient maturity can be at the helm of affairs and can 

take guardianship of a sibling below 18 years of age. 

Cons of the bill: 

1. The biggest lacuna is that insurance company is allowed to use actuarial calculations to limit access to 

products to people living with HIV. 

2. It fails to address the lack of awareness among masses regarding HIV/AIDS 

3. No step up in funding in healthcare sector to address the medical woes 

4. It doesn't guarantee work opportunities for many. especially for families where there's an ailing 

working member, no provision to help the family 

5. There is a lack of political will. 

6. There is a regional variations in the medical facility available. 

7. It does not guarantee HIV treatment as the legal right of the patient 

8. It doesn’t address constitutional ambiguity in this case where in some judgments the SC ordered that 

the movement of HIV Patients /Sex workers can be restricted, thus forming a basis for discrimination 

for the HIV affected. 

Conclusion: 

The amendments to the bill are a welcome step but we need further inclusive approaches through 

awareness and educating the masses about it to change the view of society towards the HIV affected 

people and help them lead a normal life. 

 

27. A new report of the Global Burden of Disease (GBD) 2015 published in The Lancet 

suggested that the number of individuals with Alzheimer’s increased from 21.7 million 

worldwide in 1990 to 46 million in 2015. Discuss why and how should India prepare to 

deal with Alzheimer’s disease.  (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

 Alzheimer's is a type of dementia that causes problems with memory, thinking and behaviour. 

 Dementia(used for memory loss) is currently under-detected, under-diagnosed, under-disclosed, 
under-treated and under-managed in primary care.Even when dementia is diagnosed, care 
provided is often fragmented, uncoordinated and unresponsive to the needs of people living with 
dementia 
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The World Alzheimer Report 2016, that reviews healthcare for dementia around the world, finds 47 million 
people live with dementia worldwide, it is being predicted that this number is projected to increase to 
more than 131 million by 2050 as populations age.  

  
Why and how India should prepare ? 

  
As per estimates, India has about 4.1 million persons (3.7 million persons as per Dementia India Report, 
2010) with dementia, which is expected to increase to 12 million by 2050.  India, needs to pay attention 
because:-  

  
 Rising life expectancy - With rising life expectancy and rising population it would be a major 

social problem.  
  

Need is to accept this change and creating awareness for Alzheimer among masses 
  
 Poor public Infrastructure - There is poor public expenditure and infrastructure for Alzheimer, 

making detection, diagnosis and treatment of dementia difficult. If not developed, it will cause 
more out of the pocket expenditure visiting private expenditure.  

  
So, making the public healthcare robust through adequate funding, improving infrastructure and 
increasing R&D in finding better cure and prevention of disease. 

  
 No recognition - At present, Alzheimer has been hardly recognized in government health 

policies, which aggravates the situation.  
  

Learning from Kerala model in recognizing the need of specific health strategy for dementia 
affected people.  

  
 Poor Geriatric care- Ignorance of Geriatric care in Indian health system is also one of the biggest 

challenge in addressing Alzheimer.  
  

Setting up general geriatric care, and state-run day care centre for dementia-affected persons 
would be helpful in better understanding and care of Alzheimer patients. 

  
India's young population will grow old in future, which needs to plan for its old age.  
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28. The adversities suffered by leprosy patients are multi-faceted, ranging from medical, 

social and psychological to economic and legal. In this light, examine India’s record and 

strategy in eradicating leprosy in the country. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Leprosy is a bacterial disease, which is among the world's oldest and most dreaded diseases and it has 
been synonymous with stigma and discrimination due to the deformities it produces. It is also known as 
Hansen's disease (HD). 

India’ strategy- 

 National Leprosy Control programme was launched in 1955 for immunization against the disease. 

National Leprosy eradication programme was launched in 1983 and MDT was distributed to 
effected people at the PHC's eventually leading to eradication of the disease by 2005. 

 Decentralized integrated leprosy services through General Health Care system. Including the 
accredited social health activists(ASHA) in to the leprosy programme under NRHM for past 7 years, 
has helped immensely in detecting cases and their completion. 

 Early detection  & prompt MDT (Multi Drug Therapy) of new leprosy cases. Carrying out house-to-
house screening and referral of patients for diagnosis is paying result. 

 Strengthening of Disability Prevention & Medical Rehabilitation (DPMR) services. Surgeries were 
performed to correct the deformations caused by the disease for few effected patients. 

 Information, Education & Communication (IEC) activities in the community to improve self-
reporting to Primary Health Centre (PHC) and reduction of stigma. Further Intensive monitoring and 
supervision at Primary Health Centre/Community Health Centre. 

 ICMR is working on developing a vaccination to counter the disease , pilot will be started in few 
most effected districts 

  
Indian research contributed to the development of Multi-Drug Therapy or MDT, has  resulted in increase 
in cure rate. India achieved leprosy elimination by recording incidence of less than 1 per 10000 population 
in 2005. However, efforts is needed to eliminate leprosy because, 60% of world’s leprosy patient live in 
India. 

Hence we need to strengthen and modify the National Leprosy Eradication Programme (NLEP), so that it 
focuses on both prevention and cure, especially in endemic regions. Further Leprosy Detection Campaign is 
a good step which involve house to house screening hence picturing the ground reality. 
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29. What do you understand by palliative care? India ranks abysmally low in palliative care, 

which is not yet integrated into the health care system of the country. Discuss what 

should be done to address India’s low ranking. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Definition: 

Palliative care is a multidisciplinary approach involving inter alia, doctors, para medics, psychologist to 

provide physical, mental relief to patients suffering from life threatening diseases and their family 

 
Reasons for low performance of India: 

 Infrastructural Bottlenecks  

 Unavailability of cheap Drugs 

 Lack of staffs 

 Unawareness about the process 

How to improve Rank: 

 Integration of palliative care into its National Health Service 

 International standard methods. 

 Follow Best Regional Practices across whole India: like that in kerala 

 Capacity building: provide specialist education and training for physicians and nurses to better 

equipping volunteers and community workers. 

 Public education and information campaigns   

 International findings- Initiatives like My Gift Of Grace, Death Cafes etc are also a great way to 

initiate conversations.  

 

Conclusion: 

 Process of translating palliative care plan into action requires strong leadership, competent 

management, political support and integration across all levels of care. 

 It has a positive as Palliative care can reduce costs associated with hospital stays and emergency 

admission. So what is needed is concerted effort to bring palliative care into the forefront. 
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30. With India emerging as the diabetes and coronary heart disease capital of the world, it 

is also among the fastest growing markets for pharma products. Critically comment how 

does the nexus between Big Pharma and hospitals affect various stakeholders. In this 

regard, what government can do to protect interests of patients? (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

 Non-communicable diseases (NCDs) like cardiovascular disease, diabetes and cancer may cost the 

Indian economy $6.2 trillion in the 2012-2030 period, according to a report by the WHO and the 

UN.  

 The main reason behind above accelerating health care cost has been cited as Nexus between big 

Pharma companies and Hospitals. 

Its effects on every stakeholder : 

 

PATIENT 

 Highly vulnerable because they solely depend on doctor's recommended drug ,  

 Higher the cost greater chances of the patient gets Stuck in OUT OF THE POCKET health 

expenditure. 

 Violations of right to choice as hospitals usually prescribe products of a particular brand. 

  May be made to procure medicines which are not even essential for the treatment cycle. 

 

DOCTORS 

 Pharma MNC's provided them foreign tour, hefty amount to recommend their drugs , which 

increase the corruption and degraded accountability of DOCTOR towards a patient. 

 Could lead to loss of credibility as they may be seen beholden to corporate interests 

Pharma companies: 

Pharma Companies: 

 SMALL and MEDIUM Pharma industries unable to survive between this nexus and getting collapse, 

due to lack of market space. 

 Rake in huge profits as they are guaranteed a market. 

 No proper scrutiny regarding the efficacy of their medicines vis-a-vis similar medicines of other 

manufacturers 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/19/4-india-emerging-diabetes-coronary-heart-disease-capital-world-also-among-fastest-growing-markets-pharma-products-critically-comment-nexus/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/19/4-india-emerging-diabetes-coronary-heart-disease-capital-world-also-among-fastest-growing-markets-pharma-products-critically-comment-nexus/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/19/4-india-emerging-diabetes-coronary-heart-disease-capital-world-also-among-fastest-growing-markets-pharma-products-critically-comment-nexus/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/19/4-india-emerging-diabetes-coronary-heart-disease-capital-world-also-among-fastest-growing-markets-pharma-products-critically-comment-nexus/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/YcLGNkf5vm6XlnFosTInFP/Big-Pharmas-India-shadow.html


  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  41 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

Policy maker  

 Lack to bring out proper guidelines to address corruption. 

 Inability to understand issues at grassroot. 

Way Forward: 

 Make Pharma sector more transparent by bringing ICT and make strict guidelines break the nexus. 

 Make more inclusive policy by including all stakeholders. 

 Make one surveillance and vigilance wing for health care system monitoring. 

 Government funding of drugs in Tamil Nadu and Kerala is a successful model to supply free drugs in 

a government hospital. 

 Along with initiative of giving insurance, Govt. should strengthen its own supply side ie., the PHCs, 

CHCs, & hospitals. 

 It would be better if an independent expert committee with representation of states industry, 

hospitals, health practitioners, and civil society is appointed to do a detailed analysis and research 

and make suggestions on a suitable model regarding price control and distribution of medicines. 

31. More than a quarter of all cases of tuberculosis (TB) reported worldwide are found in 

India. Discuss the importance of data surveillance in fighting TB in particular and for the 

public health system in general.  (200 Words) 

EPW 
  
Background- According to estimates of the World Health Organization’s Global TB Report 2016 (released 
on 13 October 2016), 2.8 million out of 10.4 million new cases of TB in the world are in India.  
While The Lancet in August,2016 estimated that the number of TB cases treated in India’s private 
healthcare sector itself at 2.2 million, in addition to the 1.4 million cases treated in the public sector under 
the Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP). 
  
These statistics does not show convergence and reflects the importance of Data surveillance for TB in 
India. We need strong data surveillance for TB because:-  
  
 Missing Millions- At present, the only regular source of national-level TB data is from the RNTCP, but 

this is limited only to TB patients registered with the programme, hence excluding those not 
registered, or not reported by the private healthcare sector, not to speak of those not having been 
diagnosed or having been misdiagnosed—the “missing millions.” So, data about all such cases is 
crucial for treating them. 

  
 Under reporting - The RNTCP took a positive step towards TB data surveillance in 2012 with the 

launch of Nikshay, a web-based platform for reporting, recording, and monitoring TB patients. But, 
there are serious gaps in the reporting of instances of TB treated in the private sector. For the 
estimated 2.2 million cases it is treating, the private sector notified only 184,802 cases in 2015. Apart 
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from not reporting cases, the private sector also contributes to a considerable delay in the diagnosis 
and detection of TB, which needs accountability on their part.  

  
 Increasing use of antibiotics- Multi-drug resistance (MDR) TB is also on rise, the reason behind it such 

as over the counter sale, bad prescription, not following complete course can only be ascertained 
through data surveillance. 

  
 For Better planning - Help in understanding the extent and severity of the problem, allowing the 

government to intervene through appropriate policy and funding. It will also help in understanding 
the regional pattern of TB thus better targeting. It will also aid the laboratories/ researchers engaged 
in formulating vaccines by providing vital information like - cases of drug resistant TB etc. 

  
 Changing Socio-economic conditions - TB is more than just a communicable or a drug-resistant 

disease. Its spread points to living standards, sanitation, garbage, and sociocultural and behavioural 
practices, increasing urbanisation and heavy density of population grappling with problems in social 
equity, costs to the economy and public health. Data surveillance will help in analysing such patterns 
and thus taking appropriative action. 

  
The poor condition of public health services, increasing out of pocket expenditure (OOPE), government 
needs reliable data for providing better health services to citizens and make future health policies.  It helps 
in monitoring, checks and balances, regulation, transparency, fixing accountability. On reliable data source 
government can ask civil society to participate contributing in feedback and course correction. It also 
enables appropriate government responses through provisioning of medicines, diagnostics and prevents 
diseases from turning into epidemics (as has happened in case of dengue) 
   

32. The fiscal woes of the government make the growth in education spending 

unsustainable. From where and how government can mobilize resources to attain its 

higher education goals? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background - The government aims to increase the gross enrolment ratio (percentage of people aged 18 to 
23 in higher education) from 19.4% (All India Survey of Higher Education 2013, AISHE) to 30% by 2020-21. 
India urgently needs to focus on higher education. The country’s comparative advantage in the service 
sector and in knowledge-based work depends on it.  
  
So, to attain the goals of higher education, Government can mobilize resources in following ways:-  
  
 Private participation- The professional streams are being fuelled by private sector participation. As of 

2012, 86% of engineering colleges and 51% of medical colleges were privately managed. The share of 
the private sector in enrolment had risen from 32.9% in 2000 to 58.9%in 2012. Thus, private sector 
participation, wherever it is strong, should be supported by streamlining the paperwork needed, 
thereby also controlling the corruption that arises when a plethora of approvals is required. 

  
 Education Cess -  Higher education CESS can be applied and the funds collected  should be spent 

effectively as in past much of the funds collected by government for other purposes hasn't yet been 
utilised. 
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 Attracting CSR - Private players should be encouraged to spend under CSR  for academic chairs, 
departments, merit and means-based scholarships, and physical infrastructure of higher education. 
More revenue would result in more spending for education and will also produce employable 
industry friendly skilled labour force. With agreement of stakeholders, it could be increased from the 
current 2% mark. 

 Progressive Taxation-  Wealthy people, businesses making huge profits, can be taxed in a progressive 
manner; implementation of wealth tax can be contemplated over. Taking steps to curb black money 
and legislative changes to the IT Act so as to curb tax evasion, this would increase the revenue of the 
government and so would be the spending on education. 

 Promoting Donations – donations and investments done by angel investors towards merit – cum- 
means scholarship should be tax-exempted addressing concerns on affordability of higher education. 
Private donors should also be encouraged to offer scholarships to the poor by giving them tax 
exemption on such donations. 

 Educational loan - Bank finance for professional courses will be critical in the future and in past few 
years, it has increased also. But, the loan recovery issues are haunting for few banks to expand 
further. Alumni funds can be used to guarantee such loans, with some limits imposed. The 
government can also encourage insurance companies to design products to be bought by educational 
institutions to protect themselves against the possibility of potentially jobless graduates not being 
able to repay their loans. 

  
Investment in education would make our HR potential extremely great. This would result in more 
outsourcing of talent from our country, our service sector develops. Thus, mobilising funds for investment 
should be one of the principal focus of the government. India can only progress, if Indians get educated 
properly. 
  

33. Recently, the prime minister’s office instructed NITI Aayog  to find ways to reduce the 

country’s dependence on China for active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs). Critically 

discuss significance of this instruction. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 
 
India is one of the major generic drug manufacturer in the world and it meets about 80 per cent of its 
demand of bulk drugs or API, used as raw materials by the pharmaceutical industry, from Chinese imports. 
This has led made the PMO (Prime minister's office) to instruct Niti Aayog to find ways to reduce its 
imports. 

The significance of this instruction are: 

 Trade balance: India's trade deficit with China have been growing at a faster pace in the recent past 
and the government is keen to bring a balance in trade between the two nations. 

 Self Sufficiency :If India envisions to become a global leader in Pharmaceutical Industry ,it is a must 
for it to have a well-established system of research , production of raw materials ( API ) , Production 
units , supply chain to attain self-sufficiency.  
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 Employment and growth: With more number of API manufacturing units would lead to creation for 
more employment and gives vigour to economic growth. 

 Strategic importance: Excessive dependency on China would leave India vulnerable of the shortage 
of medicines, if the latter decide to ban the export of API to India for any Diplomatic reasons in 
future. 

Though the significance of this instruction is appreciable but certain challenges lies a ahead that needs to 
be addressed to make it successful: 

Relax Licensing- The Licencing mechanism needs to be relaxed due to the time taken by interested parties 
to manufacture APIs. This can be done by introducing a Single Window clearance for granting the licence. 

Subsidy - The China's API units are highly subsidized making them to sell at cheap prices in other countries 
hampering the domestic units a fair price. India needs to rise import duty on the imports of APIs and 
simultaneously subsidize the cost of medicines through " Jan Aushadi Stores " for the benefit of the 
common man . 

Promoting RnD- India's inability to invent a "new molecule" for any disease due to lack research have 
made her to pay high price for patented products .India should create a " State of the Art " research faculty 
at National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research (NIPER) throughout India to develop new 
molecules and patent it . 

However, the instruction were given keeping in mind the recommendations of Katoch committee which 
was appointed by government to look into various issues concerning the bulk drugs. It recommended/ 
suggested for following:- 
  
 Single window clearance for licensing of drugs in the country,  

  
 Setting up of National Bulk Drugs Development Authority,  

  
 Setting up of mega parks to manufacture active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) with common 

facilities like testing, power and effluent treatment plants and providing land at concessional rates, 
setting up of mega pharma parks, providing power, removing cross subsidy charges that's almost 50 
per cent of power charges 

  
 Establishment of common utilities and services such as storage, testing laboratories, IPR 

management, designing, guest house/accommodation etc maintained by a separate special purpose 
vehicle (SPV),  

  

 A scheme for extending financial assistance to states to acquire land and also for setting up common 

facilities. 

  

 Revival of public sector units for starting the manufacturing of selected and very essential critical 

drugs (for example- Penicillins, paracetamol etc,) 

  

 Financial investment by the government to develop clusters, which may be in form of a professionally 

managed dedicated equity fund, to manufacture APIs. 
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 Extending fiscal benefits for the creation of entire community as well as individual unit infrastructure. 
  
However, though the Intention will serve the long term purpose still it demands strong patent laws, 
financial assistance, reduce red tapism etc. in order to improve productivity & efficiency of Indian pharma 
companies. So, it is a gradual process and practically in present times it will have to cope up domestic as 
well as international challenges. 
 

34. A three-member committee under the NITI Aayog to examine aspects of the Indian 

Medical Council (IMC) Act, 1956, and to suggest reforms in medical education has 

proposed a new Bill that would repeal the IMC Act and pave the way for the constitution 

of a National Medical Commission (NMC). Critically discuss committee’s 

recommendations and their implications. (200 Words) 

Frontline 

Background - The Medical Council of India (MCI), has the task of establishing and maintaining high 
standards in medical education. The MCI also has the responsibility to regulate the quality of medical 
services in the country. The government constituted a three-member committee under the NITI Aayog to 
examine aspects of the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956, and to suggest reforms in medical education. 
   
Recommendations of the committee and its implication:- This is a bill to create world class medical 
education system that ensures adequate quality of medical professional both at under and postgraduate 
level 
 

 R&D- Encourage medical professional to incorporate latest R&D in their work, assessment of 
medical institution, maintaining register for ethical considerations, flexibility in approach etc. 
 

 Advisory council - would be there which consist of one member (nominated) from each state, 2 
member to represent UT (nominated by home ministry), all members to be ex-officio members of 
the council 
 

 Uniform National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) for admission to under-graduate medical 
education under the purview of National Medical Commission. 
 

 

 Recognition of medical qualifications as well as recognition of institutions as well as withdrawal of 
recognition comes under them, grants, audit by CAG etc. 
 

 Regulators of highest standards of professional integrity & excellence will be appointed through an 
independent broad-based Search cum Selection Committee. 
 

  Periodic publication of ratings of medical institutions. 
 

  NMC will fix norms for regulating fees for a proportion of seats in private medical colleges while 
allowing the promoters to fix the fees for the remainder of seats transparently.  
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However, there are certain problems with draft bill- 

 Replacement of Medical council of India with a new body – The bills proposal for new body does 
not address how it will function with so many issues propping up especially large scale corruption. 
So, establishment of new body with defined power, duties, is necessary. 
 

 It permits “for profit” entities to establish colleges. So this may lead to breeding of institutions and 
corruption, bribe giving etc. with no check and balance, Profit objective will hamper medical facility 
at small town and villages as because of less profit they will not open there, problem related to 
specialist etc. Efforts must be made to remove the clause of “for profit” or make some limitations. 
 

 

 The right of self-regulation of healthcare & medical education by elected professionals belonging to 
the healthcare industry is sought to be usurped by the government. 

 

 Allowing promoter to fix the fee, would lead to legalisation of allegedly charging more fees by many 
private medical colleges in modified form. 

 

 This committee is also being criticised as it comprised only bureaucrats, no medical professional to 
recommend on the workings of the healthcare industry. 

 
Living a dignified life is our right under Art21 of our constitution and medical facilities is very first step for 
that so this bill a welcome step by GOI. But, the MCI certainly needs radical change but the NMC Bill in its 
present form is vague and discriminatory. So, the government needs to rethink the basic structure of the 
Bill and involve more medical experts in regulation of healthcare and medical education. 
 

35. Why is it said that the global war on TB will not be successful till India wins the battle 

within its own boundaries first? Also discuss why fight against TB should be a serious 

concern. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

WHO has called for the first UN General Assembly session for the TB. WHO also point out the fight against 
TB cannot be won as long as countries like India do not deal with this disease effectively. This statement 
itself shows how country like India is seriously facing the challenges of this disease. India has the highest TB 
burden in the world. Global war against TB would not be successful unless it is eradicated from India 
because: 

 Increasing TB patients - In India, there were 2.2 million case of TB in 2014 which increase to 2.8 
million in 2015. This shows a gradual increase in the cases of TB in India. India is home to approx. 26% 
of total tuberculosis patients in the world. So, India's role becomes very crucial in eradicating TB from 
world. In 2015, the number of TB death in the country doubled from 2.2 lakhs to a whopping 4.8 
lakhs. More deaths from TB in India than any other country. 

 Illiteracy about diseases and health issues - People avoid diseases like cough or sneezing and spits 
often on road, due to which infection can easily contaminate other. Above, this poverty adds on to 
already bad condition.  
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 Poor infrastructure - Shortage of doctors, hospitals and weak transport facilities with poor quality of 
public infrastructure makes the situation more badly. 

Above mentioned challenges are like battle, which needs to be won, to make global war on TB successful. 
Fight against TB should be given serious concerns because of 

 Huge population - India is home to highest youth population. Diseases like TB and other can weak 
our human resource and growth. If not dealt properly, India would not be able to tap its demographic 
dividend. 

 Vulnerable sections- tribal, weaker section are not aware much about these diseases and they are 
prone to these diseases. It can also increase migration. 

 To reduce burden of diseases- TB is second only to HIV/AIDS as the greatest killer worldwide due to a 

single infectious agent. More diseases will put extra burden on government expenditure, increase in 
poverty and unemployment. 

 Increasing drug resistance - Increase intake of antibiotics after first line treatment has made many TB 

patients drug resistance. This is making the treatment very complex and costly as emerging drug-
resistant strains of TB are hampering the efforts to stamp out this disease. 

Government steps like universal health policy, Swachch Bharat are in right direction. TB can be tackled by 
clean and hygienic environment, public awareness and participation from all section of the society. Health 
expenditure should also be increased for healthy and prosperous India. Appropriate diagnosis and 
complete treatment can make this disease a disease of past.  Programmes like the expansion of GeneXpert 
pilot programme, scaling of drug sensitivity testing and the introduction of child friendly Paediatric TB drug 

should be fast forwarded. 
A battle against TB needs sincere efforts from government as well as the people. A coordinated effort and 
active participation by public in government programmes is the key for a healthy life. 
 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these 

vulnerable sections 

36. Critically evaluate the role of NHRC in investigating violations of human rights across 

India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 NHRC was constituted to enquire in to human rights violations or negligence from the side of civil 

servants in prevention of such violation.  

 It is not only a reactive body but also a proactive body where its duties include spreading 

awareness, education about human rights, promote and conduct research and take suo motto 

action. 

Positives: 

 Unbiased and neutral body and legal backed arbiter in conflict situations 
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 Quality decisions: As decisions are taken by the experienced judges of SC or HCs 

 Accredited with ‘A’ status by ICC and endorsed by UNGA 

 NHRC has taken several measures to promote right education in India like a recent inclusion of 

human right in curriculum of schools and colleges 

 Bringing awareness: 

 Inclusion of several human rights issue in list of corporate social responsibility 

(CSR) 

 Encourage the efforts of NGO working in the field of human right 

 Several success stories in its track record like Hussainarakhatoona case, sunilbatravs Delhi 

administration, its judgement on custodial deaths etc 

Negatives: 

 Limited resources, inadequate funds 

 It can only recommend measures 

 NHRC extends only partially to J&K (only on Union and Concurrent list subjects) 

 NHRC cannot investigate an event if the complaint was made more than one year after the 

incident. Hence, a large number of genuine grievances go unaddressed. 

 Violations by armed forces cannot be effectively investigated (no power to summon witnesses) 

 Efficiency: lack of capacity building due to continued vacancy. With increase in complaints it 

becomes overburdened to address the cases efficiently. 

 Issue of majoritarianism may affect the impartiality/accountability of the body: In recent Kairana 

case disparity, its report was accused of "communal rumour-mongering” 

 Depends on state and central machinery like CBI and state police for investigation which has led to 

several unsolved cases of human right abuses like Godhra massacre, Muzzafarnagar hindu-muslim 

riot 

Way forward: 

 Since India is mature democracy a NHRC has its role to play, hence it should be given more teeth 

like power to select its own member, to amend its own constitution according to its need. 

 Its decisions needs to be enforceable. 

 The no. of personnel must be increased according to growing no. of complaints.  
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37. Several groups in Assam have been protesting against the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 

2016. Critically examine reasons behind protests. Do you think these protests are valid? 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

A bill that seek to extend special facilities to 6 religious groups from 3 neighbouring countries has led to the 
resentment of Assamese people. According to the Assam Accord of 1985, illegal migrants who had entered 
Assam from Bangladesh after March 25, 1971, were to be detected and deported. The protest group 
believe that the bill contradict the terms of the accord. 

Why Protest is valid- 

 Problem related to resource crunch will arise as too many people and too few resources. 

 It will dilute the culture of the Assamese as new people will come with their own. Census reports 
since 2001 have been pointing out that there are now less than 50% Assamese speakers in the state. 
By increasing the number of Bengali speakers, it will become worse 

 It can also lead to agitation or fights among the common people as hatred once develop will 
continue. 

 They believe it is against citizenship Act of 1955. 

 The largest number among these illegal migrants are from Pakistan (15%), followed by Sri Lanka 
(14%), South Korea (6%) and Iraq (6%). Present situation with Pakistan is not good, demanding no 
favour to Pakistan or its citizen 

 Article 14 only allows laws to treat groups of people differently if there is a reasonable rationale for 
doing so. Presently government didn’t give any rationale. 

 The Bill also affects Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders as they are allowed to travel India and 
work now others too will come and enjoy the benefits. 

Why protest is not valid? 

 Government under new provision as allowed illegal migrants who came into India from Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh or Pakistan on or before December 31, 2014, and belong to the Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, 
Jain, Parsi or Christian religious communities. 

 There are many Bengali-speaking Hindus who were poor then, also not very aware that they should 
include their names in the voters’ list even though they came to Assam before 1971. There should be 
a provision to verify the existence of such families with their neighbours 

So government should come with delegated legislation involving the citizen so that their grievance can be 
addressed in an adequate manner. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/25/3-several-groups-assam-protesting-citizenship-amendment-bill-2016-critically-examine-reasons-behind-protests-think-protests-valid-critically-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/25/3-several-groups-assam-protesting-citizenship-amendment-bill-2016-critically-examine-reasons-behind-protests-think-protests-valid-critically-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/25/3-several-groups-assam-protesting-citizenship-amendment-bill-2016-critically-examine-reasons-behind-protests-think-protests-valid-critically-comment/
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/understanding-issues-of-illegal-migration-in-new-citizenship-bill-3101213/


  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  50 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

38. There is serious scepticism about the intentions and potential achievements of the Brics 

(Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) grouping. Many have already declared its 

failure to sustain itself due to its inability to institutionalize and therefore implement a 

programmatic agenda. Do you agree with this view? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

BRIC - a term coined for the fastest growing economies but the BRICS as the multilateral group is different 
than that. It's true that the economy of the brazil and Russia facing crisis , there is antagonism between the 
India and China due to the geopolitics and there is increase distance between the India-Russia which were 
best ally when the BRICS was formed. But it's early to say that BRICS lost sight. Following are the reason 
that suggest that BRICS is relevant today as same as earlier :- 

 The new development bank or the BRICS development bank (NDB) operated by BRICS is a sign of its 
development for infrastructural developments.  

 At present there are huge financial turns and twists and by BRICS CRA (CONTINGENT RESERVE 
ARRANGMENT) we are ready to handle the pressure against global liquidity pressures  

 The Cross-Border Inter-Bank Payments System (CIPS) is a planned alternative payments system to 
SWIFT which would provide a network that enables financial institutions worldwide to send and 
receive information about financial transactions in a secure, standardized and reliable environment 

 BRICS Think Tanks Council – was formed in 2013 for academics from BRICS nations to engage in 
important conversations annually for the advancement of the BRICS agenda and make 
recommendations to the BRICS heads of state. 

 Countering Dollar imperialism :- Dollar is the global currency and USA used it for the political 
purpose. For Instance the Russia facing the economic embargo. BRICS formed the Contingency 
reserve agreement ( CRA) to counter the Dollar imperialism. 

 Internet Cooperation :- Today , the whole Mechanism of the internet operated by the USA. BRICS 
nation working on the project to create the parallel mechanism that gives the Independence form the 
USA. 

 Demand for reforms in the Global Financial Institution :- Reforms in the IMF, World bank and UNSC 
is being demanded by BRICS countries . This is the issue where the interest of the all five members 
converge. 

There are other bodies suggested by BRICS Think Tanks Council and accepted by Head of States: 

 NDB knowledge hub - or analytical support centre for supporting the work of the NDB. This move will 
ensure less dependence on the data sets from the World Bank and UN subsidiaries. 

 BRICS Rating Agency – Its existence may help facilitate alternative ratings for the institutions and 
governments in the global South. 

Although there is presently no institutional mechanism for security in the sea trade (like NATO forces), 
architecture for digital security, Environmental security or mechanism to stop human trafficking, drug 
smuggling etc. There is also ideological difference with regard to geopolitical power balance between India 
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and China. Relation between India and Russia also does not seem to be at its best. But every global 
grouping has differences and divergence of view of member nations on different issues. The challenge is to 
keep resolving the difference and keep drawing benefit from the commonality. Till now BRICS has been 
success in this regard. 
  
With a population of around 3 billion people, comprising nearly 45% of the world population, and with a 
total gross domestic product of over 25% of the global market and growing, BRICS will become an 
important global player of the future. 
 

39. Analyse various concerns expressed against the Transgender Persons (Protection of 

Rights) Bill, 2016 of the union government. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Transgender are most deprived and disempowered group in the Indian society. They have struggled for 
decades for their rights and dignity. Recently Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment uploaded a bill 
on transgender protection. But following concerns have been raised against it: 

 Definition –The bill defines transgender as part male and part female or an incompletion with the 
binary gender as the reference point. This instead of providing dignity further stigmatizes 
transgender. Supreme Court and private member bill presented earlier in Rajya Sabha defines 
Transgender as a person whose sense of gender does not match with the gender assigned to that 
person at birth. 

 Gender identification – The bill proposes a district screening committee to certify transgender 
persons. Whereas NALSA judgment of SC upheld the transgender person’s right to decide their self-
identified gender. 

 National and State Transgender Welfare Commission’s – provision which was present in private 
member bill of Rajya Sabha has been removed. The National Council for Transgender Persons has 
been added but without any enforcement power. 

 Reservation - provision in education and employment has been dropped, although was directed by 
the Supreme Court. 

 Protection against violence – has not been provided by any provision in the bill. There are such 
provision for Children and SC/ST in various laws and transgender are also vulnerable. 

 Other rights like - marriage, inheritance and adoption are left untouched. 

 Rehabilitation provision - Under bill, Parents or Members who are unable to take care of 
Transgender, Competent court will place such transgender in Rehabilitation centres but rehabilitation 
centres are in pitiful condition, it's may cause harassment and humiliation for them. However, the 
spirit is good, if proper arrangements are made.  

For the first time government has introduced a bill on transgender. There is a need to make it 
comprehensive to fulfil the aspirations of transgender for generations. Odisha became the first state to 
provide social welfare to them and Kerala made gender education mandatory at graduation level and other 
steps like gender Taxi, gender Park are in correct direction to recognise the rights of transgender people. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/28/4-analyse-various-concerns-expressed-transgender-persons-protection-rights-bill-2016-union-government/
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We should take inspiration from Aishwarya Pradhan, who is the first transgender civil servant of India, now 
serving in Odisha Financial Services as a Commercial Tax Officer at Paradip Port Township.  
 

Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the 

performance of these schemes 

40. October 2, 2016 marks the second anniversary of the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM). 

Critically evaluate performance of the scheme in meeting its objectives. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background - Swachh Bharat Abhiyan/ Clean India Mission was started on October 2, 2014 and will 
continue till October 2, 2019 with two sub-Missions – Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) and Swachh Bharat 
Mission (Urban). This program is being implemented by the Ministry of Water and sanitation. Its targets 
have been divided for yearly implementation, few of them are :- 

  
 To bring change in people’s attitude, General awareness of sanitation and health effects 
 Private sector participation 
 To build 25 lakh individual toilet and Elimination of open defecation by 2019 
 To build 1 lakh community toilet 
 Solid waste management and Waste to energy projects 
 Eradication of manual scavenging 

  
Gandhi ji, started his Satyagraha campaign with sanitation in South Africa itself and it was his focus all 
his life. As per Census 2011,  32.70 percent of rural households were having access to toilets in rural areas, 
while the National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) 2013 estimates 40.6 percent of rural households 
having such access. 

  
Success  achieved :-  

  
 Identification of cleanliness centres- Adarsh railway station, Adarsh police station and maintenance of 

cleanliness by them is setting up the leading example for others to follow 

 Behavioural change- With the help of ambassadors, change in people’s attitude is visible. Here the 
role of celebrities like Amitabh bachhan, Vidaya Balan, etc was influential and also the TV shows like 
Tarak mehta ka ulta Chasma has played crucial role in the drive. 

  
 Implementation - of the schemes is being given the prime priority by the government. Self-assessment 

portals has been provided to encourage large scale citizen participation and create awareness towards 
making towns and cities a better place to live in with Swachh Survekshan abhiyan policy with surveys 
of the work.  

  
 Sanitation – mission has been successful in achieving the 36% installation of individual toilets, 9% of 

public and 30% of community toilets across the country till now. So, the targets of toilet building is in 
right direction. 
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 Waste management –being an important criteria, strong focus is being paid on door to door 
collection, recycling of solid wastes, waste to energy generation, developing compost from city waste 
(city compost policy). It is being reported that 48% of door to door waste collection has been achieved  

  
 Recognition to efforts – competition, compensations has increased the involvement of all sections of 

society.  Giving awards for best schools, colleges, society and state is being instrumental in bringing 
the necessary change and achieving targets of the mission. ( Dehradun’s school has won the best clean 
school award of 2016) 
  

Problems experienced:-  
  

 Level of penetration and expanse : SBM has failed to make a mark in achieving 100% toilets in 
remotest of villages posed with geographical hindrances.  
 
Solid waste even in remote areas also becoming major issues. Access to toilet in SC/ST and Muslim 
community is less than the national average, which shows regional variation, across socio-religious 
groups. 
 
Only 43 % sanitation is going to BPL, which means marginal groups are being neglected. 

  
 Dysfunctional toilets : ODF has been successful in constructing the toilets in villages but failed in 

providing the necessary water amenities  

 Social stigma : associated with the caste hierarchies in pit emptying and manual scavenging is still 
persistent and rural Indians do not want to use the kinds of latrines that require periodic manual pit 
emptying, as being promoted now. 

 Poor awareness : SBM is known to many only for cleanliness and not for is open defecation targets. 
Many people still don’t know and accept the benefits of toilets and cleanliness. Information, education 
and communication has been neglected thus leaving people with poor awareness. Less than 1% of the 
total expenditure goes in information, education and communication (IEC)- which targets the 
behavioural aspect of individuals. 

 Lack of professionalism : Inadequate professionals to do the ground work : of including the people 
making the drive successful. In urban areas also the implementation is not very impressive. Training 
part in civil engineers and administrators is missing about garbage disposal, location of dustbin, etc. 
Insensitive implementation machinery and lacklustre approach among bodies and bureaucrats is 
visible. 

 Performance: Economically good states are not doing very well. Lack of proper and accurate data 
without which assessment of progress cannot be done. 

 Limited Capacity - Municipal Corporation lacks physical and financial capacity to implement SBM in 
the backdrop of increasing cities. Waste to energy projects are not impressive and also being opposed 
by people for using outdated technology. 

 Lack of Convergence : with other schemes like PRASAD, Smart cities, AMRUT, etc. Thus, there is no 
clear division of area of work, authorities, finances, etc causing lot of confusion and delay in 
implementation. 
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 Data collection -Although the Swachh Survekshan Report, released recently by the Ministry of 

Drinking Water and Sanitation, presents statistics claiming to report latrine use, the survey 
methodology is not credible. 

However, the success of SBM in bringing in the necessary behavioural change is paying its result. Effective 
solutions to above mentioned challenges will certainly help India in achieving the targets of SBM by 2019 
as well as those of Sustainable development goals (SDG), which will make India clan, healthy and happy. 

 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s 

interests 

41. Recently in Colombia, in a referendum people rejected a peace agreement reached 

between the government and the guerrillas of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 

Colombia (FARC). Do you think such deals should be put for referendum? What will be 

the consequences of ‘no’ vote for Colombia? Discuss. (200 Words)  

The Hindu 

Background: 

 Columbia has been suffering from the perils of civil war between the Govt. and the rebel group 

FARC for the last several decades.  

 A peace deal between the two parties has been recently rejected in a general referendum showing 

contempt of public towards the violent rebels. 

 There has been an increasing use of referendums for taking strategic decisions as witnessed in 

BREXIT, Scotland’s sovereignty and now in Columbia. 

 Putting such deals of national interest to public, economy and security to referendum has both pros 

and cons: 

Pros: 

 It strengthens democracy. 

 It is the public which is the most affected. So not taking them as stakeholders in such decision 

making would undermine their rights and interest. 

 The Acceptability of decision taken increases. 

Cons: 

 Public decision making is easily affected by political propaganda. So the decision may be 

manipulated. 
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 Also referendum based emotional decision making can be detrimental to its objectives in the long 

run as people don’t focus on the challenges and lost opportunities with a informed and rational 

mind. 

 Expertise lies with the Govt. Hence they can solve such disputes bilaterally in more efficient way. 

 Also Decision taken without a referendum is faster and quickly implemented. 

 It has been witnessed that the fate of these deals has been decided by razor thin margins, not 

reflecting true aspirations and consensus of the people. 

Consequences for Columbia: 

 The country may again engulf in civil war and violence. 

 The Economy will greatly suffer due to uncertain future and high ensuing instability. 

 With this peace deal broken, FARC members would propagate the right wing extremist politics 

more vigorously. 

 The situation can bring international attention with either side opting for different countries to 

back them. 

 A re-negotiation may start, but it will be time taking and might not be as effective. 

Conclusion: 

 Although public opinion is important in a democracy, decision which can greatly alter national 

social, economic, political and security dynamic should be handled with care and accordingly can 

also be taken without a referendum. 

42. Analyse the nature of relationship between India and Singapore. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The relation between India and Singapore can be traced since the Chola period. Indian traders have 
defined patterns of commerce, shaped religious beliefs, inspired cuisines, and enriched  languages. The 
name  Singapore, is derived from the Sanskrit word singapura, meaning “lion city”, which show the cultural 
influence of India on Singapore. 
  
Areas of Co-operation/ relationship  
  

 Cultural linkages:-  
  

Ethnic Indians constitute about 9.1 per cent of the resident population in Singapore. They are 
mostly serving in financial services, computer/software sectors, students, construction and marine 
sectors, which has caused have strong cultural linkages through religions like Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Tamil language and Indian cuisines.  
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To promote inter-governmental cooperation in culture, ICCR and National University of Singapore 

(NUS) singed an MOU. Further there are number of cultural societies, namely Temple of Fine Arts, 
Singapore Indian Fine Arts Society, Nrityalaya, Kalamandir etc. 

  

 Socio-Economic linkages:-  
  

Infrastructure development and Capacity Building: Singapore has invested in India’s construction, 
logistics, power, port sectors, IT parks and SEZ, etc. Also extended support for India’s Smart Cities 
schemes (establishment of Amaravati), Skill India mission (opening skills centres in Delhi, Rajasthan) 
  
Trade and Investment: CEPA( comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement) has been signed 
between both countries  for investment in 2005 giving boost to sectors like construction and 
logistics. Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement to avoid tax evasion, Bilateral Air Services 
Agreement has been signed to increase trade, investments and economic cooperation.  

  

 Investment - Singapore is largest source of FDI to India It is noteworthy that Singapore contributed 
16 per cent of India’s FDI from 2000 to 2016. For example, development of power plant in AP, 
development of 4th terminal JN port, $400 million IT park in Hyderabad, In financial sector, 
Singapore's DBS bank(Nine Indian banks operate in Singapore), Singapore announced for 
contributing in NIIF. 

  

 Trade- Singapore is our 10th largest trade partner globally and 2nd largest in ASEAN. Singapore is 
one of the largest export market to India. India exports- petroleum, gemstones, jewellery, and 
machinery. Singapore exports to India increasing on faster pace- electronic goods, organic 
chemicals and metals.  

  

 Tourism- Singapore is a favorite tourist destination for Indians. Moreover India has become 
Singapore's 4th biggest tourist destination contributing to economic benefits as well as better 
people to people contact. 

  

 Education : Singapore government initially invested heavily in primary education which enabled a 
larger share of population to participate in the work force. India is collaborating with Singapore on 
this front to improve quality of education. 

   

 Water management technique: Singapore meets major share of its water requirements through 
desalination & recycling of waste water in a cost effective manner.  

  

 Strategic linkages:-  
  

 Global and regional Groupings- Singapore supported India's bid to become a permanent member 

of the U.N. Security Council and expand its role and influence in the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN).Upcoming Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) will further 
enhance the scope of engagement of India Singapore with the broader ASEAN countries 
 

 Military and Security -The Singaporean Navy and the Indian Navy have conducted joint naval 

exercises and training such as SIMBEX and MILAN. Also, there is a bilateral co-operation to fight 
terrorism. 
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 India diaspora-Ethnic Indians constitute about 9.1 per cent or around 3.5 lakhs of the resident 

population of 3.9 million in Singapore. Security, employment and welfare of Diaspora is important 
concern, which is taken care by government of Singapore. 
 

 Foreign policy - Singapore is very important country for changing India's Look East policy to 'Act 
East' policy. For, that India needs, expansion in flight connectivity so that more cross flow of people, 
ideas, culture can talk place for better integration. 
 

 Diplomatic linkages :-  
  

 Singapore's Deputy PM recently addressed the NITI Aayog on how to transform India, this exchange 
of ideas is a highly welcome and encouraging. India recognized Singapore's sovereignty since 1965 
and diplomatic relations and high-level contacts have been maintained. Singapore too supported 
India in Kashmir conflict and India's bid for permanent membership in UNSC.  

  
Singapore relation with India have many point of mutual convergence and common concerns. Greater 
engagement between India and Asia would enhance regional prosperity and security. We need a set of 
norms and rules to provide a stable political environment in which regional countries can continue to 
develop.  
  

43. It is argued that a review of the Indus Water Treaty could prove to be a double-edged 

sword for India. Discuss why. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Indus water treaty of 1960, is said to be one of the most successful water treaty in the world. India as a 
signatory can use only 20% of Indus river water, and control the flow of 3 right rivers to Indus river 
system.65% of Pakistan’s territory comes in Indus river basin.  Recent developments in Kashmir conflicts 
(after Uri attack) have prompted Indian govt. to review Indus water treaty.  

The review is a double edged sword for the following reasons :-  

 Violation of Geneva convention-  Although it would give India a perfect tool to India to punish 
Pakistan, it will violate Geneva conventions which is strictly against punishing civilian people to 
settle international conflicts. It is violation of international human rights, of which India is signatory. 

 Negative perception and Suspicion against India- On humanitarian grounds, it will be seen as one 

of the cruel steps by India and thus will attract criticism for India from all corners of the world, 
whereas Pakistan will attract sympathy For example, when Israel stopped water flow in Palestinian 
cities, its actions were condemned.It will push back India's bid for UNSC.  

 It would create negative perception in Nepal, Bhutan, Sri lanka and Bangladesh and create doubt in 
them with regards to India’s commitment to International agreements of water sharing and they 
can ask for additional international guarantee to ensure uninterrupted flow of waters. It will 
reinforce big brother attitude and will impact the regional grouping SAARC. 

 Hostility and tension will increase - It would create more hostility in Pakistan’s general public 
against India, when they have nothing to do with Kashmir conflict and cross border terrorism. This 
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is would further cause deterioration of relationship and it is possible that Pakistan may increase its 
support to terrorism & will sponsor and promote secessionist movements in Kashmir. 

 China Factor - There is also a threat of China, a close ally of Pakistan to go against India in the same 
way on Brahmaputra river as an upper riparian state. This could compromise India’s hydroelectric 
projects in Dihang, Lohit and Subansiri rivers. 

 Geographical impact- Blocking or diverting a river also has geographical implications, it might 

inundate cities lying on the banks of western rivers, as our reservoir capacity on those rivers are 
low. It will cause environmental damage and loss of biodiversity as water will be stored in dams and 
reservoirs by obstructing the natural flow of water. 

However, few of the analysts are favouring the review of Indus water treaty to threaten Pakistan to mend 
its ways in the issues of terrorism. Indus river is the life line of Pakistan. If India reviews the treaty it will put 

huge pressure on Pakistan. The economy of Pakistan will collapse. It will make Pakistan deprive of 
agricultural or industrial development. Hence it will act as a check on state sponsoring of terrorism by 
Pakistan. 

It is also being discussed that that India can use water for irrigation, hydro- electricity projects. Indian 
states like J&K can make use of the water for various purposes and it could be also used to solve interstate 
water dispute(example - Punjab and Haryana). 

But, before taking in such step in favour of revising Indus water treaty, India needs to do its critical 
analysis. India has always handled security and water issues with Pakistan separately. It will also be in 
India’s interest that the exercise of its power as an upper riparian state is seen as legitimate and credible. 
International experience validates this quite clearly. Be it Brazil’s binding agreements with Paraguay on the 

Parana or the US-Mexico freshwater treaty on the Colorado, hegemonic upper riparian states have found it 
worth their while to invest in the creation of regional public goods. 

44. India has completed agreements for civil nuclear cooperation with 11 countries so far, 

including the U.S., Russia, Australia, Canada and South Korea, but the upcoming 

agreement with Japan could be the most significant. Discuss why. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

Being a net energy importer, it is imperative for India to advance itself in nuclear energy sector. 

Recently, India has been successful in clinching nuclear deals with many countries but a nuclear deal with 

Japan is most significant for several reasons: 

Geo-Strategic: 

 Being a non signatory to NPT, Japan had always opposed India’s nuclear advancements. So such a 

deal now would signal a change in Japan’s policy vis a vis nuclear deals and also regarding India. 

 Its significance comes from the fact that the Indo-US civil nuclear deal is contingent on this deal as 

many nuclear reactors under the Indo-US deal have to be built by the Japanese company Toshiba.   
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 It will diminish the significance of the NPT in its current form which India has always advocated 

against. 

Geo-Political: 

 It is also significant in the wake of changing equations in the South China Sea region, where the 

USA-Japan axis is trying to thwart Chinese aggression. 

 It will pave way for a growing Indo-Japan relationship at many multilateral platforms specially G-4 

which is vying for a permanent seat at UNSC. 

 This deal will show India’s growing eligibility to be in the NSG, as evident from the trust various 

major economies like USA, Japan have placed on India with regards to being a responsible nuclear 

power 

 The deal will also ease India’s entry into APEC, and consequently with its support into ASEAN. 

Technological: 

 It will provide India with cutting edge and some critical nuclear technology which is yet unavailable 

here and hence will advance India’s nuclear capabilities to a great extent. 

 Japan’s efficient handling of the Fukushima Nuclear Disaster would come in handy for India’s similar 

preparation for its own reactors. 

Economic: 

 Cost effectiveness of Japanese equipment in the wake of the fact that no new nuclear plant is being 

built in Japan. 

 Further Japan has vast experience with open cycle coastal plants which is desired in India. 

 Japanese equipment comes with capital investment. 

 Japan unlike other countries is willing to manufacture in India. 

 With this deal, nuclear trade between the two countries would increase manifold. 

 It will also pave way for other trade deals, and Japan is expected to be one of India’s leading trading 

partners.  

Climate Change: 

 INDC goal: Advancing nuclear capabilities could fulfill India’s rapidly increasing energy needs 

without producing large-scale carbon emissions. 

But amid the Significance of this deal, some challenges lie: 

 Although India has a self imposed ban on nuclear testing, India should not give in to the 

“Nullification” clause which would automatically scrap the deal if India tests the nuclear bomb. 

 The clauses regarding the liability in case of a nuclear reactor hazard should be dealt carefully. 

Conclusion: 

The deal shows a growing Indo-Japan relationship which is approval of a growing Indian power at the world 

platform. 
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45. Critically analyse India’s ASEAN approach and nature of its role in the RCEP (Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership) negotiations.  (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

ASEAN, a grouping of 10 South-East Asian Nations, forms a Crucial & Centre part of India's Act East Policy, 

having wide Economic, Geo-Political, and Cultural & Strategic Connotations. 

 Critical Analysis of India's approach to ASEAN: 

 Political: While there is a provision of regular India- ASEAN summit, there is a lack of trust at 

political leadership level. 

 Trade: Free trade with ASEAN has led to increased bilateral trade. However, FTA is many times 

accused of domestic industries woes. Also, India's move to review tax-treaty between India and 

Singapore in line with India-Mauritius, is seen as an unwelcoming move by Singapore. 

 Investment: Except Singapore (largest FDI source for India among ASEAN), India has not succeeded 

in getting much FDI for its Make In India campaign. 

 Security: India is also actively engaging with US, Japan & ASEAN members through military 

exercises e.g. MALABAR, RIMPAC & COBRA GOLD to contain China. 

But India has unable to get ASEAN consensus on assertive Chinese Policies. 

 Strategic: India also supported Hague Tribunal Verdict upholding Freedom of Navigation & 

Protecting Sea Lines of Communications. But long pending RCEP negotiations & still seeking for 

APEC membership reflect our weakness in strategic influence. 

 Connectivity: Long pending India -Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway has been a major roadblock 

to use Myanmar as a gateway to ASEAN & giving impetus to ACT EAST policy. 

Critical Analysis of India's nature of role in RCEP negotiations: 

 Service Sector: India holds a comparative advantage in services like pharma, IT, Communication etc. 

However, access to RCEP markets seems difficult as it is currently a pending issue. 

 Tariff Negotiations: There is a less scope of Tariff cut as there is already a Free trade between the 

members Ex: FTAs among ASEAN, between India- ASEAN, other 6 non-ASEAN members. 

 State-Investor Dispute settlement: here India wants first to exhaust national legal machinery 

before going to international private tribunals whic is being opposed by several members. 

 Manufacturing: Here India is trying to get cap on certain products to limit already widened Indo-

China Trade deficit. This is also in response to export-led nature of ASEAN members. 

 IPR: While ASEAN members are appealing for MNC-centric rules, India is driven by its current socio-

economic realities. 

 Conclusion: 

 India definitely needs to push for more involvement in ASEAN and APEC to sustain its ACT EAST 

policy, growing market and counter China. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/06/3-critically-analyse-indias-asean-approach-nature-role-rcep-regional-comprehensive-economic-partnership-negotiations/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/06/3-critically-analyse-indias-asean-approach-nature-role-rcep-regional-comprehensive-economic-partnership-negotiations/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/india-will-need-freer-trade/article9190086.ece


  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  61 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

46. It is said that India is distancing itself from the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). Do you 

agree? Has NAM become irrelevant to India’s global ambitions? Critically examine. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

Non- Alignment as a political ideology has been part of India’s policy since independence. NAM was 

practical extension of this ideology. 

 In recent times, with India’s changing foreign policy, relevance of NAM has come into question as: 

 Reducing relevance in global decision making:  NAM due to Venezuelan, Cuban and Iranian 

intervention called for an independent UNSC reform the global powers ignore it. 

 Political decision: recent prime minister Narendra Modi decision of not taking part in the NAM 

summit held in Venezuela. 

 Strategically: Not much has been said about NAM recently. However, NAM is still one of the 8 pillar 

on which our Foreign Policy is framed. NAM has a history of doing things without much verbal 

announcements. 

2) US involvement : international monetary fund assistance in the 1990-91 economic crisis and recently 

India had signed many military agreement with the united states like logistic exchange memorandum of 

agreement . 

3) regional power balance : china emergence as a leading power puts India in a situation where it has to 

take help from other powers  

Foreign Policy changes: In the LPG era and India getting closer to USA, NAM seems to have taken a 

backseat. However, real meaning of NAM is strategic autonomy or freedom of decision & it has nothing to 

do with forming alliances with major powers or not. 

But NAM is still relevant as: 

(1) united nation security council membership(UNSC) : as NAM account for 120 countries which can be a 

major edge for India's interest in the UNSC. 

2) organisation of petroleum exporting countries role(OPEC) : most of the OPEC states are also the 

members of NAM making India industries unaffected as recently OPEC contracted its oil production . 

3) economic prosperity : India's being the fastest growing economics can get a further boost ,involving 

with the NAM using platforms like make in India . 

4) countering terrorism : India with other NAM members can frame a solution to eradicate terrorism, one 

of the major global concern  
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 Focus of NAM: have changed from Anti-colinialism, Anti-Racism, Anti-Imperialism to currrent global 

problems like Inequalities, Poverty, Terrorism, Unsustainable development. 

 Governance : Framework of NAM is informal (commitments are not binding). However, history has 

proved that commitments made on voluntary level have been more effective rather than on 

binding basis. 

 Polarity: Though NAM has been failed to create a multipolar world during 20th century 

(Disintegration of USSR, Rise of US). However, it is the NAM efforts that have succeeded gradually 

to create a multi-polar world in 21st century. 

 Changing Political Stance: Decisions such as India partnering in SCO as well as military deals with 

USA signal dynamic political stance for NAM. However, these decisions are based on changing 

regional requirements. 

(5) Global Agenda of India: NAM has led to inclusion of JAPAN, Germany in the G-4 to pressurize UNSC for 

expansion, NAM has contributed indirectly to coerce US to ratify Climate Change Agreement. 

 Platform for common consensus: While it is argued that NAM countries don't stand by each other 

in case of common issue. For ex: Isolating Pakistan on terrorism. However, there are some political 

interests but NAM countries will definitely stand for common cause (Terrorism). 

Non-Alignment had been all about carving out a strategic space for itself and pursuing an Independent 

Foreign Policy. With changing times, India's goals have changed but the basic foundation of FP remains 

intact " Strategic autonomy" and Non alignment remains a relevant mode to achieve it. 

 

47. Critically discuss various issues involved in India’s development cooperation 

programme for poor and developing countries. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background: 

India with its own history of development and connect to developing phase is an ideal candidate for 

development cooperation programs in other countries. But it is not as efficient and has not developed on 

expected lines.  

An Analysis of the issues involved: 

 Slow implementation of infrastructural projects: Completion of parliament and Salma Dam by 

India in Afghanistan took more than a decade. 

However, much of this can be attributed to the local instability and terrorism in Afghanistan. 

 Lack of financing structures: initiatives such as Sovereign Wealth Fund would have helped India to 

counter China which has surplus money to finance the development projects in those countries. 

 Lack of follow up of completed projects 

 Lack of expertise on developmental projects in other countries: Only few State institutions have 

such expertise like ONGC and also the private institutions with such expertise are lacking in India.  
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 Disunity in regional forums like SAARC, BIMSTEC etc: It had led to trust deficit among member 

countries leading to delay and non compliance of development projects in countries like Myanmar, 

Nepal etc. 

 India’s disinterest in NAM and G77: It has largely resulted in India’s low cooperation with African 

countries. 

 Lack of a coherent Foreign policy regarding developmental projects unlike initiatives like OBOR of 

China. 

But the picture is not all grim as: 

 India has provided FTA for African nations and other LDCs and lowered the tariff and barrier for 

them and argued the same in WTO among developed countries.  

 India’s pharma and IT sector are helping with its products in developing world.  

 IRNSS (NAVIC) helps to give accurate location data and map in SAARC countries. 

Way Forward: 

 In the region, India needs to shed its big brother image by aligning itself according to need and 

wants of the developing countries. 

 India also needs to involve itself more with the African nations so that better understanding and 

trust can be developed. 

 To counter China, Counter initiatives like Sagarmala Project needs to developed efficiently and 

according to needs to developing countries. 

 

48. “The moment for turning the Bay of Bengal into a zone of regional cooperation may 

finally be with India thanks to a number of recent developments.” Which are these 

developments? Discuss why they are in favour of India. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background: 

Historically Bay of Bengal has seen dynamic trade between India, Sri Lanka and other South East Asian 

counties. But in recent times there has been new interest to turn Bay of Bengal into a zone of regional 

cooperation.  

It has happened due to following developments: 

 Growth of regional forums in Bay of Bengal region:  

 In SAARC, the decision making has been slow and inefficient like non agreement on the 

motor vehicle accord. 

 Whereas forums like BIMSTEC and BBIN have developed as an alternative and other 

southeast countries like Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore have also shown interest to be 

its part. 

 These forums have also shown potential to be outreach destination of BRICS 
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 Srilankan Trade Liberalization agreement between Srilanka, India and Singapore around the region 

in which Japan too has shown an interest for cooperation. 

 Land Boundary agreement between India and Bangladesh: the thawing of relations will also boost 

the maritime relations in the Bay of Bengal. 

 One Road One Belt initiative – This passes through this region. So, India has an opportunity to use it 

to engage with other eastern countries under this program. 

 Other initiatives – like Sagarmala, Project Mausam,  IORA, RCEP, India–Myanmar–Thailand Trilateral 

Highway, military exercises with Bay of Bengal littoral states might pave the way for further 

cooperation. 

 Growth of tourism in the region  

Such regional cooperation will help India in the following ways: 

 Diplomatic isolation of Pakistan and forcing it to take definite steps to curb terrorism.  

 Boost to India’s Act East Policy. 

 Power balance in Indian Ocean region vis-à-vis China, as India would be epicenter of such grouping. 

 Economic benefit in terms of opportunities for service sector of India, investment in “Make-in-

India” project etc 

 Disaster management, security architecture, refugee problems can be handled effectively.  

 Connectivity of N-E India S-E Asia will improve. 

Conclusion: 

 
With high geopolitical and strategic activity in the region, India needs to focus on it as it might turn out to 

be a game changer in its favor in the current international power dynamics. 

 

49. As Indian foreign policy looks westwards, do you think the upcoming BRICS summit 

offers India an opportunity to calibrate its outreach to multiple powers? Discuss. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

 BRCIS summit is to be held in GOA in October. Here India is also planning to invite BIMSTEC 
countries and a meeting of IBSA is also planned. This BRICS summit can be used to integrate with 
multiple powers.  

 

 India's increased integration with USA(Signing LEMOA, arms deal, etc)  has been seen by Russia 
as shift in India's foreign policy. However, the recent BRICS summit to be held at Goa can be used 
by India to reclaim its traditional space with Russia. 

 

 India will also use this platform to reach China, in the backdrop of growing border tension and 
India's concern for Pakistan supported terrorism. India should use this platform for mobilising China 
for standing against terrorism and thus supporting regional security.  
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 India is also inviting BIMSETC countries in place of SAARC countries, which shows its desire to 
integrate with eastern countries and thus exploring new partners for future ties negating Pakistan 
pushing its ACT East Policy  

 

 IBSA being the group of southern developing economies has potential of exploring markets, 
military ties for their common goals, which is better way than integrating only with powers like 
USA and Russia. IBSA as a group should be used to integrate with western countries for common 
negotiations and interests, which will have more weightage than integrating alone.  

 

 Along with BIMSTEC, IBSA points to the multiple collateral possibilities at Goa, and to a new 
moment that may see recalibration of Indian foreign policy of outreaching to multiple powers.  

  

50. It is argued that the Indian Ocean has the potential to become the most important 

source of new global growth over the next 20 years, just as the Pacific rim powered the 

world’s economy for much of the last 20. How should India make use of this 

opportunity? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Indian ocean is said to be busiest ocean due to its importance for trade, commerce, security, geopolitical 
and strategic significances. Role of rising economies like China and India in Indian Ocean would become 
significant in future keeping in mind the proposal of Maritime Silk route, SAGAR and extraction of potential 
resources from Indian Ocean, thus contributing to global growth.  
  
How India can make use of this opportunity? 
  

Coordinating with Indian Ocean rim nations- India should co- ordinate with countries like Maldives, Sri 
Lanka, Mauritius and African Countries for potential economic benefits from greater regional trade. It 
has potential of making India energy secure and exploring new destinations for investment as well 
market for its products.  
  
Promoting regional body - Expanding exiting bodies like IORA or creating new regional body for Indian 
ocean rim countries will give a sense of regionalism to countries and will drive them for regional 
security and interests and thus promoting regional integration.  
  
Promoting connectivity in Indian ocean - India should aggressively build ports like Chahabar, airports, 
gas pipelines, etc which can connect the countries directly. For this India also needs to upgrade its own 
ports and airports. China's investment through Maritime silk route or so called String of pearls was 
envisaged for this purpose only. India needs to learn and invest before it is too late to keep up our own 
interest.  
  
Promoting Investment in Rim countries - Indian companies like Tata and Mahindra can get greater 
market access to the countries in this region. This will promotes India's interest as well as interests of 
host countries also in terms of getting employment, infrastructure development and overall growth. 
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Targeting security of the region- India with its strong military and naval capabilities has edge in 
providing regional security in Indian ocean from piracy and other threats like terrorism, thus giving 
stability to the region.  
  
Exploring minerals and resources - International sea bed authority has already given mineral 
exploration rights for polymetalic nodules and other resources to India for Indian Ocean. India should 
use this opportunity with better advancement of technology. Exploring natural gas and oil will also 
make India energy secure an this contributing to its overall growth. 
  
Promoting Tourism - India is already becoming hub for medical tourism for African and Arabian 
countries. India should also tap the potential of other niche tourism, which needs investment in cruise 
ships, identifying the ingests of tourist from Indian ocean regions and also taking care of their 
affordability.  
  
Cultural integration- investing more in people to people contact and exploring the potential of cultural 
similarity with countries like Mauritius, Indonesia, Malaysia will help India in better Integration with 
these countries. Promoting regional cultural centres, education centres would be right step in this 
direction. 
  
Taking technological lead - In the back drop of initiative like SAARC satellite, Sendai framework, etc. 
India can play role in managing disasters, mineral exploration and mapping through its program like 
IRNSS and satellite tourism for the rim countries.  

  
However, keeping above points in mind, India is already investing in projects like SAGAR, SAGARMALA, 
focusing on India- Africa Summits, and promoting platforms like BIMSTEC and targeting for blue economy 
potential in Indian ocean.   
 

51. Do you think India is the reason why SAARC is widely regarded as the most ineffective 

of regional economic groupings? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

The SAARC, a regional intergovernmental organization established in the year 1985 for economic and 

regional cooperation. 

Why in news: 

 India and on its behest other south Asian members of SAARC cancelled its recent Summit on 

Pakistan raising questions on its worth and future. 

So some have blamed India for the failure of SAARC as: 

 Big Brother attitude of India as seen by other members. 

 Failure of India to act as a major player 

 India failed to take initiatives to strengthen regional connectivity which rendered the SAFTA 

ineffective. 

 Tensions with Pakistan and Nepal 
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However, it is not India but as a regional grouping, it has failed to succeed its mission.  

Reasons are: 

 Pakistan’s rivalry with India. 

 Pakistan increasing terrorists’ attempts to target India, primarily on Kashmir issue 

(made India to withdraw from summit recently) despite repeated efforts by India to 

seek resolution.  

 Resulting which India and Pakistan could not come on common grounds unlike 

Germany and France come together despite indifferences 

 Weak cultural ties- Failure to maintain the distinct cultural heritage and bringing togetherness on 

cultural lines 

 Regional problems – India-SL on Kachatheevu island, Pakistan-Afghanistan political strain, 

Bangladesh and Pak historical strains, political instability in Afghanistan, military rule in Pakistan, 

India-Nepal leap-bounds relations 

 Trade and non-trade barriers-SAFTA-no major trade happening due to sensitive list, Pakistan’s 

negligence to give MFN status to India citing baseless security reasons. 

 SAARC charter – does not allow bilateral talks, due to which the disputatious issues continue to 

simmer. 

 No Consensus on major decisions: Pak was reluctant to join motor vehicle agreement and SAARC 

Satellite scheme. 

 Unresolved border and maritime issue have led to problems of Terrorism, Refugee Crisis, 

Smuggling, Narco-Trade. 

 

Way forward:  

 Resolve bilateral issues through continuous visits, informal meetings 

 Joint cooperation to solve contentious issues such as cross border terrorism, illegal migration and 

cooperation on trade, joint exercises and infrastructure development, logistical support for better 

people-to-people contact 

 SAARC should follow an imaginative, proactive, creative policy taking lessons from world's event 

like Iran nuclear deal, America-Cuba relations etc. 

 India, being a major economy in SAARC grouping should play a major role in bringing the countries 

together to foster peace and harmony and implementation based on Gujral doctrine. 
 

52. Critically comment on the key outcomes of recently held BRICS and BIMSTEC summits 

in India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
The Hindu 

Why in News: 

 India recently hosted BRICS summit and it included BIMSTEC representative countries as well. 
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 The hosting showed India’s rise as one of the growing power leading emerging economies in the 

world 

 

 However the outcomes of this summit have huge implications regarding to geopolitics of Asia. 

 

Positive Outcomes: 

 

 Agreement on setting up an Agriculture Research Platform.  

 Discussions to set up a Railway Research Network, BRICS Sports Council, and various youth-centric 

fora. 

 All members committed to support NDB, popularly known as BRICS Bank. 

 It included BIMSTEC representatives which enhanced the act east policy of India. 

 Terrorism: By projecting it as the main objective of the summit, India gained in cornering Pakistan a 

bit more on the international forum. 

 Helped in reconciliation with Russia by number of strategic deals. 

 

Negatives for India: 

 

 Despite India’s urging to fellow BRICS leaders, Goa Declaration has no mention of “cross-border” 

terrorism. 

 India missed out enhancing bilateral relations with member countries as the summit was eclipsed 

by terrorism as its agenda. 

 Goa Declaration doesn’t mention Pak-based terror outfits, like JeM or JuD, although other Middle 

East outfits were declared terrorist outfits on behest of Russia. 

 Agreement on BRICS credit rating agency postponed. 

 Failed to pacify china in regards to Masood Azhar issue. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

 So although there is some sluggishness in some areas, recent BRICS summit elevated the India 

position globally and enhanced its status geo-politically in Asia. 

 Also,  It needs to come up with new policies to placate china in various issues and also to widen its 

supporting base to its neighborhood countries. 
 

53. Do you think the recent agreements between India and Russia have improved relations 

between two countries? What more needs to be done to address thorny issues between 

them? Critically discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Why in news: 

In the recent BRICS Summit & Annual India-Russia bilateral summit hosted by India, a series of agreements 

of military, security and economic cooperation has been signed between India and Russia. 
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These agreements enforced the idea of improved relations between them as: 

 

 Trade: It will enhance trade ties with increased defence equipments imports by India 

  Investment: It will increase Russian Investment in providing nuclear energy to India which is 

reciprocated by India as enhanced investment in Russian Hydrocarbon resources. 

 Terrorism: Agreement on zero tolerance to direct or indirect support to terrorism, demolish the 

terror funding & sheltering is indeed the welcome move.  

 Strategic: Russia continued its support for India's UNSC permanent membership.  

 Defense & Nuclear Energy : Russia is the only country to which India has Nuclear deal & is actually 

generating nuclear energy for India. Also, institutional arrangement for joint defense technology 

development & transfer will help military self-reliance in medium to long term.  

 

However, relations are still not as cordial as in the past as: 

 

 India getting closer to USA: This move has not been viewed in good regard by Russia. 

 Recent joint military drill with Pak Army just after Uri attack has concerned India. Also Russia has 

shied away from directly naming and shaming Pakistan for terrorism. 

 Narrow trade basket among India-Russia has resulted into a declining trend of bilateral trade over 

few years. 

 Alternative Players and focus on domestic production of defense and nuclear technology has and 

will further reduce India’s dependence on Russia. 

 

Way forward: 

 

 Infrastructural development with focus on RDIF and NIIF..  

 Trade Basket can be widened to include & enhance trade in fertilizers, pharma products & other 

areas of mutual benefits. 

 India harness RUSSIA-CHINA partnership to get china on the table 

 Both India- Russia should work with other members to effectuate the International convention on 

Terrorism as early as possible 

 Defense & Nuclear energy : While India should try for widen procurement options but keep Russia 

as the major or principal provider because of long time trusted supply. 
 

54. Critically examine how China factor is influencing India’s relationship with its 

neighbours and with regional groupings in Asia. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 Over the last few decades, China has emerged as a global force by widening its role in global geo-

eco-politics through a series of ambitious measures (OBOR, AIIB).  

 China's assertive foreign diplomacy has created huge challenges for Indian diplomats. 
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China factor is affecting adversely India's relationship with neighbors & regional groupings as follow: 

 Trade & Investment: China with huge surplus FOREX reserve & export driven economy, has limited 

the Indian trade and investment with neighbors & any significant progress in these areas at regional 

forums (Ex : Trade and investment with Nepal & SAARC has continuously been on declining or 

stagnant). 

 Soft power & influence: China has extended huge development aids, line of credits, grants in dollars 

which has eroded India's influence up to certain extent. 

 Dependency: China has provided an alternate option thereby reducing dependency on India. Ex: 

Transit route for Nepali goods (Landlocked country) via its port is in pipeline. 

 Security challenges: increased Chinese footprints in Bangladesh (security challenge in Bay of 

Bengal), Chumbi valley of Bhutan (threat in North-east India), CPEC (threat in Kashmir). 

 Tensions with Pak : has been increased due to China's blockage of India's every move in UN which 

prompting Pak to continuously adhere to sponsor terror attacks in India. 

 Non-membership: China factor is continues to Hamper India's membership in various fora like 

APEC. 

 Non-productivity: Pak's continuous argument for including China into SAARC has also one of the 

reasons for non-performance of SAARC. 

However, There is another side of the coin: 

 BIMSTEC: China's investment in regional connectivity infrastructure may revive BIMSTEC. 

 Soft power: as China's investment is mostly driven by its strategic interest, it didn't degrade India's 

soft power (Ex: experience of SL, Myanmar has shown it.) 

 Trade: increased regional connectivity has indeed revived the potential of India's trade (Ex: ASEAN). 

 New Regional groupings: Non-performing SAARC is being replaced by Cooperation in BBIN, Bay of 

Bengal etc. 

Conclusion: 

 As India and China both aspire to become the regional power, they will compete at some point. 

 But, India should try for maximum convergence, necessary competition & minimal confrontation 

(only in extreme provocation) with China. 
 

 

 



  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  71 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

55. In the post Brexit scenario, why is it argued that it’s important for Britain to forge 

stronger non-EU relationship with India? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

In a historic referendum, People of Britain have given their decision. Now, it is time for the political leaders 
& bureaucrats of Britain to take various measures to respect the people's will. In this background, 
questions are being raised for post BREXIT UK-India relationship. 

Why it is important for Britain to forge strong non-EU relations with India? 

 Trade: UK will lost its top trade partner (EU), so UK will try to tap on huge Indo-UK trade potential 
which was not achieved while being an EU party. (Ex- due to ban on mango, pharma etc). 

 Diplomacy: UK-INDIA relationship will be a passing test for the UK's new leadership & they will 
want to be succeed in it. 

 Investment (FDI) : Currently huge Indian companies are operating in EU region, so it will be a 
competition between EU and UK in retaining FDI & generating jobs for their citizens. 

 Security: Now EU's open border will be prone to terror attack, & India who is also victim of the 
same menace will be a natural partner. 

 Diaspora: Indian diaspora has contributed immensely in UK's development, UK will want to re-
strengthen it. 

 Currency: As India is currently fastest growing major economy, UK will try to leverage it by 
increasing its exports to stabilize its falling currency. 

However, there are some challenges as well: 

 Immigration: migration of Indian temporary workers can become a huge roadblock. 

 Conflicting interests: While India is trying to look for more FDI, falling UK's currency will not allow 
to do it. 

 OBOR: China's ambitious OBOR project will tempt UK to prefer China over India. 

Post BREXIT UK has posed many opportunities & some challenges for India. Now it's time for our diplomats 

to minimize challenges while tapping opportunities at the same time. 
 

56. Recently India and the European Union signed the Memorandum of Understanding on 

water cooperation at the World Sustainable Development Summit in New Delhi. Discuss 

the significance of this agreement for both and other countries as well. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Water is an essential element of life. Drinking water, irrigation and sanitation are pre-conditions for life 
and livelihood. Water scarcity is becoming one of the challenge. India, with 2.45 per cent of the world’s 
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land area, but 17.5 per cent of its population, has been going deeper into the ground for water to sustain 

its people; the water and sanitation requirements of its growing population are largely unmetn this 
pretext, an MOU was signed by India and EU at World Sustainable Development Summit in New Delhi. 

Significance of the agreement:-  

 Meeting SDG targets - Clean water and sanitation is part of SDG so such deals become important for 
both India and EU to achieve that prescribed international target. 

 For Livelihood- Water management in the backdrop of extreme weather events, changing rainfall 
patters will help in improving agriculture growth and achieving drinking water, sanitation targets 
under Swachch Bharat Mission. 

 Minimizing conflict- Water scarcity exacerbates conflicts between countries (Teesta water issue), 

states (Tamil Nadu and Karnataka issue), etc. So, with self-sufficiency, it will minimize the conflict and 
will harmonize t 

 Mitigating climate change (CC) - managing water bodies- Rivers, wetlands, etc. will contribute in 

mitigating and developing the climate change and thus will help in checking the extreme weather 
events.  

 Transfer of good practices and Technology - In Europe there are standards and laws which are 
strictly implemented and followed for water management. Water Framework Directive of Europe will 
help India and other countries too in managing things as it present holistic and integrated ways to 
tackle challenges. This MOU gives an opportunity to exchange experiences and R&D and encourage 
sustainable commercial involvement. 

 Investment opportunity - Europe with its expertise has potential to invest in India, which will benefit 
EU nations and also it will create employment avenues in India.  

Such MoU shows the willingness of developed countries to help the developing and least developed 
countries. We need to learn and imbibe good practices to avoid Lathur incident, make us self-sufficient and 
to fight the adversities caused of pollution, inefficient utilization of water.  
 

57. The world at large does not see terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir as part of the global 

terrorism which threatens international peace and security. In the light of this 

understanding, do you think India is wasting its various opportunities to discuss other 

important issues at multilateral fora by highlighting the issue of cross border terrorism 

alone? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
Livemint 

Background - India recently hosted the 8th BRICS summit in Goa, where it highlighted the issue of cross-
border terrorism being sponsored by Pakistan. India has been highlighting this matter at UN and other 
international forums. But, it is being seen as a bilateral matter and hardly any country pays heed to such 
appeals. The debate is going among intellectuals that, India should rather use these forums for other 
important issues.  
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 It would be wrong to say that India is wasting time, as it is important issue and terrorism in present 
set up has no boundary. So, using the forum for global or regional appeal to fight terrorism by India 
should be seen for broader common goal and not just a matter bilateral relation with Pakistan. 
India's appeal is a diplomatic way to teach lessons and isolate it for its support to terrorism.  

 

 However, India should not miss the opportunities of using forums like BRICS, for serving its 
geopolitical, economic and strategic goals. India should keep in mind that China is growing 
economic and geopolitical influence in India’s immediate neighbourhood- Pakistan (CPEC), Nepal, 
Bangladesh (investment of 40 billion). 

 

 There are important issues like global governance related to UNSC reforms, internet governance, 
cyber security, etc. India should not follow Pakistan's footsteps-highlighting Kashmir issue at every 
forum. World will realize the menace of terrorism, as it did after 9/11 incident. It does not mean, 
India has not used the forums for important issues.  

 

 At recently concluded BRICS summit, India invited BIMSTEC for bboosting trade ties, Military deal 
with Russia was made. India, along with G-4 group is already pushing for UNSC reforms, it has 
recently ratified Paris climate agreement, which shows its commitment to global concerns.  

  
Though, India's suffering from cross-border terrorism destabilise it, but India needs to come out as a 
mature & responsible regional power in world fora. Moreover, dragging Pakistan in every multilateral 
setting is not good for India's long term strategy of peace & stability in region and would create further 
divide. 
 

58. Recently, the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between the 

European Union and Canada was collapsed. What are the reasons? Does its collapse 

affect India? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) is a freshly negotiated EU-Canada treaty. 
Once applied, it will offer EU firms more and better business opportunities in Canada and support jobs in 
Europe. It will remove customs duties, end restrictions on access to public contracts, open-up the services 
market, offer predictable conditions for investors and help prevent illegal copying of EU innovations and 
traditional products. But, it has been opposed by member EU countries, which has led to cancellation of 
the deal.  

Reasons for failure- 

 Lack of consensus- Romania has been pushing for agreement to include free movement of people 
between EU states and Canada which has not been considered. And also, there has been opposition 
from Belgium.  

 Effect on Local Workers and their rights- The regional government of the French-speaking region of 
Wallonia has steadfastly refused to give the go-ahead over fears that it will harm local workers and 
give power to multinational companies (MNC) at the expense of individual states. There have also 
been protests from activists who claim that the agreement would open a "race to the bottom" over 
workers' rights and environmental standards. 
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 Lacking Democracy-powerful committees with “no democratic legitimacy”, and fear of investment 
courts that would discriminate against European investors. It is also being criticized for being 
prepared and negotiated in secret, excluding key stakeholders such as labour unions, consumer 
associations. 

Implication for India- 

 Will impact the ongoing negotiation on EU-INDIA FTA and FDI liberalisation on the Indian side. 

 It will hit India-UK free trade deal. As UK's moving out of EU will affect 800 Indian Business in the UK. 

 Anti-globalisation effect- most of the deal like CETA, TTIP having similar tendencies and thus India's 
role in such deals will get affected. 

Considering the global implication and various stakeholders a prudent step is required for the benefit of 
the whole region. But on a positive note, it will decelerate Regionalism and will reduce concentration of 
trade within the Western Powers (with the TTIP: EU-USA, CETA- EU-Canada). Due to bleak global economic 
prospects and India being a shining bright spot, it may give impetus to conclude deals with India, especially 
Canada, who may want to look for countries with less stringent and complex procedural requirements in 
concluding treaties. 
 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations 

59. Examine what the recent ‘surgical strike’ operation by India in PoK does and does not 

mean for India’s broader strategic dynamic with Pakistan. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

The recent surgical strike by the Indian army on terrorists across the border clearly shows a shift in India’s 

strategic policy with respect to its security and border relations with Pakistan. 

What it means: 

 Regional Instability: Militarily, Diplomatically and in trade, the stability and Cooperation will reduce 

as evident from recent cancellation of SAARC Summit. 

 Increase in military hostility and Security challenges: India must be alert to avoid escalations on 

the border which may suddenly develop into a war between India and Pakistan and also to any 

terrorist activities in the mainland. 

 Nuclear Arms Challenge: It will increase nuclear proliferation on both sides and Political right from 

both sides will advocate its use. 

 Strategic Shift: India will now not use only defensive techniques to protect itself. The Doctrines of 

‘Defensive Offence’ might be preferred now. 

 Military purchases and Budget: it will increase for both countries and they are Arms Exporters.  
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 R&D for defense would enhance: Here, India will be at an advantage due to DRDO and ISRO better 

capabilities. 

 National Economy: Inflow of investments, FDI etc may be affected due to unstable economic 

environment. 

 Geo-political Changes: More military engagements with other countries and grouping of other 

countries in support of either India or Pakistan. 

 Track II Diplomacy:  Already fragile under this Indian Govt., it will further be difficult to engage 

diplomats of either side for reconciliatory efforts. 

 People to people relation: Although it has been more cordial than between the Govts., it is also 

bound to deteriorate as evident from recent bans on Pak actors and films. 

What it doesn’t mean: 

 Not a attack on Pakistan: It was not a attack on their military rather the non state actors residing 

their territory. 

 Immediate Nuclear War: Although tensions are high with probability of military escalations, a 

Nuclear War seems more rhetoric than practical as it would decimate both the countries. 

 Engaging Pakistan: It does mean that all attempts to disengage Pakistan will now be India’s foreign 

policy with respect to Pakistan. There will be more efforts of engagements once tensions die down 

although a time period for that is difficult to analyze right now. 

 High end Defense capabilities: It does not mean that India has developed a world class defense 

system and technology.  

 Equation with China: It does not mean that now, India can also confront China in a bolder way. 

 Kashmir Solution: It also does not mean that Kashmir unrest will now be resolved and there will be 

a permanent solution to it any time soon. 

Conclusion: 

 India has clearly sent out the message to the Pakistan that India can restrain itself to a limit but 

after that it will response in a responsible, non-aggressive & democratic way.  

 However, due the very unpredictable & hostile nature of Pakistan, India should ready for 

countering any retaliation from the Pakistan side 
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60. Do you think terrorism combined with Baloch and Sindh nationalism are posing 

existential threat to Pakistan? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

 Pakistan since its inception is facing problems of ethnicity like Pakhtoons, Sindhis, Baloch ,etc. 
which is causing ethnic nationalism, demanding their respective freedom. At the same time 
terrorist outfits are also working from the soil of Pakistan and together they are causing identity 
crisis for Pakistan disturbing its internal peace as well foreign relations with countries like India. 

 

 Baloch nationalism is strongest among the ethnic nationalism in Pakistan. It is dominated by Shia 
population which has caused skirmishes in the past.   Recent recognition by PM of India to Baloch 
issue has attracted the international attention due to human rights violation issues and has given 
separatism new vigour catalysing Baloch leader Brahumdagh Bugti in  seeking asylum in India. Even 
China has got anxious, due to its heavy economic investment by China for CPEC in Baloch region.   

 

 Together with Sindhis, the activists are protesting at UN bodies and in western countries. Due to 
partition and its impact, Sindhis feel they have been marginalised in their home lands by 
immigrants in the field of jobs, educations, possessing agricultural land, culture, etc. High time was 
when Sindhi leader Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto  was executed by General Zia-ul-Haq.  

 

 In pasts, Sindh liberation army (SLA) and Baloch liberation army (BLA) have been disrupting 
railways, government functioning through blasts, etc. In opposition they react through "marching 
against slavery ".  

 

 However, the lack of unity amongst Sindhi nationalists and absence of an effective organisation has 
prevented them from being able to force Islamabad to accommodate their viewpoints. 

 

 Pakistan being haven for terrorist outfits like Al-Qaida, Tehreek-e-Taliban,etc. These organisations 
are using Pakistan as breeding ground not only for attacking India but they are also attacking within 
Pakistan and killing people which has caused enormous damage to its peace, development and 
growth.  

 

 All these are harming the social capital of Pakistan, demanding isolation by all countries as it was 
seen in case of SAARC countries isolated in reaction to Uri attacks. It will impact Pakistan's economy 
hampering its growth and development. Therefore it is causing problem of existential threat  

  
However, putting a check on terrorism, checking human rights violation in Baloch and Sindh and redressing 
their grievances, supporting democratic ideas, taking help of China in economic growth and cooperating 
with India in trade, etc can solve the problems of identity crisis.  
  
But before that the ideology of Pakistan of surviving on the name of hatred against India has to be 
changed, which is necessary for its own stability and regional stability too. 
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61. “Imposing a trade embargo on Pakistan is neither economically nor legally feasible for 

India.” Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

Amid the deteriorating relations between India and Pakistan, a trade embargo on Pakistan by India will be 

both economically and legally viable. 

Economical: 

 India has trade surplus with Pakistan which is benefitting India. Thus imposing trade embargo on 

Pakistan will have negative impact on Indian trades 

 Exports To Pak : India has not much exports to Pak But in view of decling trend of Export, that small 

export matters a lot for India. 

 Import from Pak: As there is little import from Pak, banning that would not create any pressure on 

Pak because it would find alternate market. 

 Informal Trade: reduce in formal trade would indirectly lead to upsurge in Informal trade which is 

already more than the formal trade between two countries. It would only dent credibility of our 

GDP, National Income calculations. 

 CPEC: In view of China PAK Economic corridor, Trade blockade's effectiveness is further diluted. 

Legal: 

 Removing the Most favored Nation status given to Pakistan will be clear violation of the WTO rules 

as India would not be able to justify on basis of harmful trade practices from Pakistan. 

 GATT exemption:  Under this, while it allows contracting parties to take any action which they 

consider necessary for the protection of “essential security interests”, India can argue that after Uri 

its “essential security” has been compromised. 

 Pakistan may file case against India on WTO dispute settlement body (DSB)  

 Since both countries still have diplomatic, transport, cultural and social ties - it will be impossible to 

declare Emergency in International relation (EIR ). 

Conclusion: 

India may consider withdrawing its concessions provided to Pakistan under provisions of SAFTA as there 

will be better support for it from other south Asian countries. 
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62. Critically evaluate Bangladesh’s cooperation with India in dealing with terrorism. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Terrorism has gripped almost every country of the world in its clutches and a coherent strategy is the 
need of hour for eliminating this menace. India being a severe victim of terrorism has took sincere steps 
towards grouping up nations together to fight against it. Bangladesh which shares a boundary of 4096 km 
with India is a very important partner of India against terrorism. Bangladesh's cooperation can be analysed 
under following heads:-  
  

 Political : Bangladesh's Pulling out from upcoming SAARC summit in Pakistan reflect the political 
support for India's efforts for making Pak isolated. However, its reason for pull out is not Uri attack 

but ongoing political dispute between them. 

 Legal : Historic Land Border Agreement with India would help better border management to arrest 

cross border terrorist movement. However, efficacy of this agreement is questionable due to poor 
implementation induced from Teesta river dispute. 

 Geographical : Bangladesh's commitment not to use its territory for export of terrorism is 
strengthened by handing over more than 20 most wanted terrorists to India. However, recent 
attack in Dhaka highlights that there is more to be done. Intelligence sharing resulting in recent 
arrests of terrorists from WB and Bihar. Construction of border outposts by Bangladesh to clamp 
down on the illegal arms & drugs trade. Destruction of terror training camps and the safe havens 
enjoyed by terrorists in Bangladesh. 

 Strategic : Though it supports peace at LoC and condemned terrorist acts happened in India, 

Bangladesh has not explicitly accepted Pak as a sponsor of terrorism. Support of CCIT in UN which is 
an Indian initiative against state sponsor of terrorism (Pakistan). Signing of counter-terrorism and 
intelligence sharing pacts to step up cooperation. 

 Institutional : When SAARC was unable to deliver on terrorism due to PAK, Bangladesh has showed 

its eagerness to form BBIN & counter terrorism through economic prosperity in the border regions 
(seamless movement of people & goods, connectivity through N-E via rail link). 

 Religious : Bangladesh's increased emphasis on liberal Islamic education & awareness, is in 
direction of India's stance of separate Religion from Terrorism to arrest ISIS expansion. 

However, the cooperation on terrorism has benefitted both the countries. But still much remains to be 
done for preventing the radicalisation of youth by religious clerics. Curbing illegal cross-border smuggling 
of arms, narcotics, insurgents etc. Much of the money is used to finance terrorist activities. Undertake 
development projects to improve conditions of all the border area citizens, so that nobody takes recourse 
to violence. 
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63. Do you think India must move away from from the idea of parity with China? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

India and china enjoy strong cultural and economic relations with each other. Despite these strong ties 

both the emerging economies have tried to gain an edge over the other in all spheres. 

Due to such geographical and economic and military proximity, any such decisions of moving away from 

idea of parity with China will have both positive and negatives effects on India. 

Arguments for no parity with China: 

 

 GDP: china’s GDP is five times greater than India. 

 Defense Budget: china’s defense budget along with nuclear R&D is more than that of India. 

 FOREX RESERVES: china has huge Forex reserves than India to cover its near and medium term 

foreign expenses and avoid liquidity crunch. 

 Currency: China's currency Renmibi forms a part of SDR whereas Indian currency doesn't 

 Regional Power: it uses its financial power to sway all neighboring countries of India thus disrupting 

regional environment which would have otherwise being in India’s favor. 

 Decision making Power: we lack a concrete place in international institutions like UNSC where 

majority of the decisions are taken of which china is a permanent member. 

 Democracy: unlike china, we have a noisy political democracy with less emphasis on 

implementation of policies and quick decision making. 

 

Arguments for parity with China: 

 

 Economic Growth: India has been projected of a greater economic growth than china. 

 Pakistan: though India’s GDP is greater than 10 times of Pakistan still it has not stopped challenging 

India’s influence in India. India can follow the same. 

 Global Power: India has the opportunity to align with other global powers to challenge China’s 

power. 

 Diaspora and Soft Power: India’s Diaspora present all over the world is making things favorable for 

India. 

 Demographic Dividend: India has a better demographic dividend with a stable society which can 

favor India to concentrate on various developmental issues unlike china which has ageing 

population. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

 India can compete with China in coming decades provided we increase our labor force participation 

(especially women),increase average level of education, quality of labor force, remove barriers for 

foreign capital flows and design policies that cultivate entrepreneurship. 
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64. Do you agree with the argument that the cross-LoC trade between India and Pakistan 

can act as a harbinger of peace and prosperity? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 India and Pakistan have agreed for cross LOC trade in 2008 and since then it has acted as a way of 

promoting peace and mutual trust in the surrounding places. 

It can act as a tool to promote peace and prosperity as follow:  

 Employment: It provides quality employment to many youths who otherwise may join militant 

activities. 

 Cultural Exchange: It acts as a bridge to enhance people-2-people connection, goodwill, ethnic ties 

across the LoC. 

 Political control: It plays an important role in controlling local politicians to express hostility towards 

each other via bitter political remarks. 

 Kashmir resolution: In Long run, it has the potential to transform the Kashmir issue from a political 

to economic one which could then be easier to resolve. 

 Economic Integration: This small free trade one can inspire the leaders of both countries to 

transform it on a broader scale via operationalizing the hitherto stalled SAFTA. 

 Prosperity: It would enhance prosperity in the entire Kashmir region which will have cascading 

effects on education, literacy thereby less likely to indulge in violence. 

 However, there are some limitations of it:  

 The relation with Pakistan is determined by 2 fundamental issues: Kashmir and terrorism. Until they 

are solved, disturbances in the region are obvious to continue. 

 Our imports from Pakistan is very less, thus it doesn’t affect economy on a large scale. So trade will 

only help to smoothen mutual affairs but will not solve them.  

 Indus treaty, which is in force since 1960, has not been able to restrict Pak. So trade relations will 

not be able to bring permanent peace. 

Conclusion: 

 Obviously, improving trade relations will be a Confidence building measure between Indo-Pak.  

 But efforts should be taken to expand its scope from trade to investment in health & infrastructure 

to bilateral exchange of students.  

 But, this would require immense political will to find a permanent solution between the 2 States. 
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65. In the light of increasing Chinese economic, political and cultural investments in 

Myanmar, how should India strengthen its relationship with Myanmar? Critically 

analyse.  (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Increased Chinese economic, political & cultural influence in Myanmar: 

 China is the largest trade partner as well as investor in Myanmar. 

 First visit of Myanmar's first state Counsellor to China highlights the political importance. 

 China-Myanmar share a Long border with shared religious & ethnic ties. 

 With growing Chinese presence in the country, India needs take certain steps to make its presence 
felt. 

 Our relationship with Myanmar got an impetus with the signing up of the Treaty of friendship with 
the country. 

To strengthen our relationship with Myanmar, we can follow following:-   
  
 Execution of stalled projects: Many of our projects like Kaladan project, India- Myanmar- Thailand 

have witnessed slower implementation. We need faster mobilisation of funds, stronger follow ups so 
as to deliver the projects on time. 

 Religious and Cultural diplomacy: Being the land of Origin of Buddhism, India has greater advantages 
over China to build up People to People Contact, making provisions for liberalised Visas, broadcasting 
television amd radio programs would go a long way. 

 Myanmar has recently been transitioned into a democracy after years of military coup. India being 
the world's largest democracy has much to offer- training up of Myanmar's civil servants in 
administration, and democratic governance can produce deeper engagements. India can invite 
parliamentarians' of Myanmar to visit our Parliament and learn from the leader. 

 Fighting extremism has become our top priority. This needs a deeper coordination and cooperation 
between both the militaries, in terms of intelligence sharing, etc. We can carry out joint military 
exercises with the Myanmar Armed forces. 

 Student Exchange programs would be very effective in taking our relationship with the country to a 
next level. 

 Myanmar offers a greater scope in terms of agriculture. India can tie up with Myanmar for collective 
productions and trading with other countries. 

However, there are certain challenges, as per the Myanmar's Constitution, Myanmar army will have 
considerable influence on the security as well as domestic law & order situation limiting its full democratic 
transition and also BCIM corridor may become the extended version of China's OBOR strategy. 
  
Myanmar is the gate to SE ASIA, if New Delhi wants to make its presence felt in the region, it has to be 
proactive in its approach. In the wake of Chinese's unpopularity, India has an upper hand, we can't afford 
to lose the opportunity. Stronger Diplomatic will is essentially needed to give a fillip to our relationship. 
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66. China has tapped into anti-American sentiments in Asia to develop alternatives to US-

led institutions in the region. Is it good for the region? Should India be worried? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The growing aspiration of China to be the Global leader of 21st century has resulted in the collision of 
interests of USA and China. China has successfully tapped into anti-American sentiments in Asia. 

China has consistently raised the slogan "Asia for Asians” and has developed multilateral organisations like 
BRICS, SCO, AIIB, NDB etc. and trade blocks like RCEP. Recently the Chinese currency Yuan was added to 
the SDR basket of currencies of IMF. These measures by china has both positive and negative impacts in 
the region specifically on India. 

Positive impacts 

 As India is a party to most of the above organisations so it can tap the potential of these 
organisations. 

 India can have access to cheap loans from AIIB and NDB, less environmental commitments and vast 
market under RCEP. Hence it will be helpful to develop infrastructure in India and 'Make in India'. 

 It will erode the hegemony of USA which takes most of the major decisions affecting the world 
unilaterally.  

 It will reduce the monopoly of World Bank and IMF. 

Negative Impacts 

 These moves by China are part of its expansionist policy. In the absence of any democracy in China it 
puts great danger to the region. 

 China has refused to accept ICJ's verdict in South China Sea. This reflects that it is less committed to 
international institutions. A strong China will pose existential threat to its neighbours. 

 India will lose its edge to China as increased Sino-Pak relation puts more danger to us. 

 The economic integration and "one belt one road" policy will virtually make the Asian countries as 
the colony for Chinese goods and will serve as market for China. 

India should really be worry about the dominance of China in Asian region. The growing Chinese influence 
comes at the cost of India. Hence we need to engage ourselves with both china and USA simultaneously. 
We need to strengthen our defence, economic and bilateral relations with our neighbours to face the 
upcoming challenges 
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Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, 

67. A global regime to manage the use of drones is slowly being put into place. Examine 

why this regime is necessary? What’s the role that India should be playing in putting this 

regime in place?  Analyse. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Why in news: 

 The declaration titled ‘Export and Subsequent Use of Armed or Strike capable UAVs’ has been 

recently adopted by the US and 40 other nations before an upcoming international meeting in this 

regard. 

Background: 

 From surveillance to air attacks to product delivery, drones play an important role in many major 

sectors such as education, defense, R&D, business, etc.  

 The unbridled use of drones can result in invasion of privacy, surveillance of sensitive areas and can 

also be used as a weapon, in the light of its immense use, the global regime to manage its use have 

slowly started taking place.  

The regime is important for following reasons: 

 To keep a tab on illegal use: To regulate its production and selling so that drones do not fall in 

wrong hands. 

 To manage its use: In the light of its use on innocent civilians by many major countries, it has 

become imperative to put conditions which must be met before drones are used as a weapon. 

 To prevent privacy invasion: The drones used by commerce industries for product delivery need to 

be regulated as these drones can result in extensive invasion of privacy. 

Being a major consumer as well producer of drones, India should participate in its formation process to 

meet its requirements, as follows: 

 India needs drones for surveillance purposes in border and Naxalite-affected areas, and, thus, India 

should make sure that the regime is in line with its requirements. 

 India must make sure that there are enough powers to Government to regulate its use. 

 India should put forward the peculiar needs of developing countries, and also make sure that the 

developed countries do not use drones on the soil of developing countries without their prior 

permission. 

Conclusion: 

 

 The countries must come forward to put a global regime to manage the use of drones in place 

which is in line with their needs and also at the same time strong enough to check the illegal use. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/20/3-global-regime-manage-use-drones-slowly-put-place-examine-regime-necessary-whats-role-india-playing-putting-regime-place-anal/
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  India can become the voice of third world countries in this process to make sure their sovereignty 

is not hampered. 
 

68. Recently Saudi Arabia sold $ 17.5 billion worth of sovereign bonds. Why is this event 

considered significant? How this might affect Indian workers in Saudi Arabia? Analyse. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 
FT 
NYT 

Background - Saudi Arabia and other countries in Persian Gulf have long been top destinations for millions 
of poor labourers, most of whom work in construction, transport and other low-paying sectors. But the 
drop in oil prices to around $40 a barrel from more than $100 a barrel in June 2014 has undermined 
Persian Gulf economies, leaving countries like Saudi Arabia with large budget deficits and delaying 
payments to government contractors. 
  
The Saudi government’s budget difficulties have been felt most strongly in the construction sector, where 
contractors employ large work forces for huge infrastructure projects. More than 10,000 Indians have 
recently lost their jobs in the kingdom, and many are stuck there, some unable to feed themselves after 
not having been paid in months.  
  
In the context of above mentioned situation, selling of $17.5 billion of sovereign bonds is significant for 
following reasons: 

 Stabilise economy: It will increase the capital in the economy and thus will help close Saudi Arabia's 
budget gap and take pressure off its forex reserves. Will boost investment in the region with the 
investors being assured of the country's fiscal consolidation steps and policies. 

 Shift in Saudi's foreign policy: Saudi has remained herself insulated from western thoughts and critic 
of liberal thoughts. Such steps bring them closer to international market and may also reflect a social 
change in future. 

 Sustainability and trade diversity: It encourages other markets in West Asia to diverse its trade to 
remain insulated from international volatility and may be forced to raise sovereign bonds to meet its 
deficit. 

 Stability in West Asia: Saudi will understand that international market and ratings take into account 
stability of region and for successful sovereign bonds, it’s important to establish stability in 
neighbours like Yemen, Iran, Iraq. 

Effect on Indian workers in Saudi Arabia: 
  
 Job stability: Bond markets will bring investment to Saudi and job cut down can be prevented for 

Indian workers. A recovering economy will enable payment of workers on time. 

  
 Creation of more jobs: Saudi may invest in various sectors to diversify its trade which will provide 

employment opportunities to Indian workers. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/24/3-recently-saudi-arabia-sold-17-5-billion-worth-sovereign-bonds-event-considered-significant-might-affect-indian-workers-saudi-arabia-analyse/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/24/3-recently-saudi-arabia-sold-17-5-billion-worth-sovereign-bonds-event-considered-significant-might-affect-indian-workers-saudi-arabia-analyse/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/24/3-recently-saudi-arabia-sold-17-5-billion-worth-sovereign-bonds-event-considered-significant-might-affect-indian-workers-saudi-arabia-analyse/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/kingdom-of-bonds/article9259604.ece
https://www.ft.com/content/92158e52-95f4-11e6-a80e-bcd69f323a8b
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/02/world/asia/saudi-arabia-indian-workers.html?_r=0


  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  85 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

 Remittances will improve. 

  
The success of the bond issue seems to show that the Saudi Government has been successful in allaying 
the fears on the vulnerability of its economy and might result in a rise in growth at global level. Sovereign 
debt is not a bad thing but can tarnish economy if they are not invested in capacity building and just used 
to finance deficit. 
 

69. Considering America’s unilateralism on most issues, do you think new Silk Road 

initiative by China holds the key to a peaceful world? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

EPW 

After the fall of the USSR in 1991, USA rise as the unilateral global power. USA took many unilateral steps 
like - Step back from the Kyoto protocol, Invasion in the Iraq in 2003 without UN nod, Refuse to follow the 
commerce pact of the Uruguay etc. Political commentator consider the rise of the china as important 
balancer of the USA unilateralism. In this context Silk Road initiative usher peace in the following ways: 

 Promote infrastructure building, job creation and economic development across many European and 
Asian nations. Greater interdependence and integration makes war costly and therefore, less likely. 

 Would promote greater understanding and cooperation among the nations involved, thereby 
reducing chances of misunderstanding. 

 Would signal China's rise as a counterweight to US hegemony, thereby ensuring that US won't be 
able to enforce its unilaterally on the world community. For example, in Syria, USA was unable to 
topple President Asad. 

However, it could also lead to a situation of increasing conflicts due to following: 

 China could use the economic & military domination accruing out of the route, to pursue an 
aggressive foreign policy. It has been much in evidence in its behaviour regarding South China sea. 

 There would be greater interference in third country affairs as both US and China will try to expand 
their sphere of influence. Could lead to a division of the world into power blocs (as it happened 
during Cold War). 

 CPEC, which is part of Silk Road is passing through PoK, whish disputed region. Such, assertive action 
by China, ignoring the concerns of India, shows its mood of hegemony, which should not be ignored. 
It may escalate tension between India and China.  

Thus, while the Silk Road initiative will promote prosperity for all participating nations, it would also lead to 
situation where China uses its status to assert its hegemony in the World Affairs, much like the US. 
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http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/29/7-considering-americas-unilateralism-issues-think-new-silk-road-initiative-china-holds-key-peaceful-world-critically-analyse/
http://www.epw.in/journal/2016/43/strategic-affairs/belt-and-road-initiative.html


  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS II 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  86 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate 

70. A new research by IMF has shown that global debt was currently 225% of global GDP, 

with the private sector responsible for two-thirds of the total. Is it a cause for worry? 

What governments, including India, should do to address the issue of mounting global 

debt? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Guardian 

A recent IMF study that reveals world debt to be 152 $ trillion, with majority contribution from the private 
sector. This is a worrying sign because: 

Why to worry? 
  

 The US 2007-08 crisis was a result of indiscriminate lending, so in order to mitigate the risks of a 
repeat of the damaging events. So, such high Debt-GDP ratio which poses questions on the 
sustainability of the growth of the country.  

 Most of this debt is concentrated with the developed and the emerging economies. If any problem 
happens to these countries then poor countries will have less access to credit for their development 
and also due to high interdependence between the top economies, it may lead a crisis at global 
level.  

 Excessive private debt means more instability and volatility in the back drop of rising NAPs in 
developing countries like India.  

What should be done? 
  
The IMF says fiscal policy, the power governments have over tax and spending, could help. It suggests 
government-led programmes to restructure debt and tax breaks to persuade creditors to lengthen 
repayment periods. 
  

Adoption and proper implementation of the Basel-III norms which include less risky capital requirements, 
disclosure norms, target debt-GDP ratio, etc. Prudent fiscal policies that maintain a balance between 
promoting investment but at the same time not making access to credit too easy so that even bad 
borrowers take loans. Restructuring debt and tax breaks to ensured lengthened repayment periods. This 
will lower chances of default. 

However, recent steps taken by India to counter debt crisis can be seen in the form of Improving Banking 
Governance and recapitalisation of banks through Indradhanush, BBB & Gyan Sangam. Strengthening 
Recovery Mechanisms through Legislations & Institutions - SARFAESI, DRT/DRAT, Bankruptcy Code etc, 
Rationalizing Subsidies & Reducing Leakages (DBT-JAM) - LPG, Gold, ATF, Kerosene, Expenditure 
Management Commission , Rationalising CSS,etc. 

Government is also taking steps for fiscal Consolidation- disinvestment and Closing down Sick PSUs, Black 
Money laws & Income Declaration Scheme, Gold Schemes for reducing Gold Imports. Government is taking 
step for efficient functioning and transparency of private sector eg strengthening corporate governance 
and hedging external debt. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/06/6-new-research-imf-shown-global-debt-currently-225-global-gdp-private-sector-responsible-two-thirds-total-cause-worry-governments-includi/
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71. Recently, Hungary voted in favour of anti-migrant and anti-refugee campaign in a 

referendum. In this light, discuss the refugee crisis in Europe and the role of EU in 

resettling refugees. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The European migrant crisis began in 2015, when refugees (mainly from Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan) 

travelled across the Mediterranean Sea or through Southeast Europe to seek asylum. 

The sudden influx of refugees has strained the resources of the countries, especially of the border-states 

(like Italy and Greece), under the DUBLIN REGULATION (which puts the responsibility of asylum seekers on 

the state where a migrant first lands). In addition, the SCHENGEN AGREEMENT (which allows unrestricted 

travel within the Schengen Area) has spilled the issue throughout Europe. 

Europe has done the following to help resettle refugees: 

1. DISTRIBUTING THE PRESSURE: the ‘intra-EU relocation’ under the Common European Asylum System 

(CEAS) seeks to distribute the asylum seekers, on a quota basis (preferably to the Northern states). Also, 

some countries have Protected Entry Procedures (PEPs), to enable non-nationals to approach a country 

outside of its territory with a claim for asylum. 

2. COORDINATION: The border states have been asked to coordinate, improve their reception capacity, 

and avoid the risks of candidates absconding 

3. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE: The EU has pledged billions to host countries like Turkey, Lebanon, etc to help 

them REESTABLISH peace and TAKE BACK their people. 

4. The EU-Turkey joint action plan aims to strengthen cooperation to prevent irregular migration, and to 

provide temporary protection to those seeking refuge. 

The first option, chiefly, has politically polarized Europe. While some countries like Germany are welcoming 

refugees, many (including UK and Hungary) are not. Recently, Hungary went through a referendum to 

contest its quota of accepting migrants, which wasvoided as the overall turnout was below the 50% 

threshold. However, it has raised questions like “Brussels vs. Budapest”- that is, the obligations from 

Brussels (the seat of European Parliament), as opposed to the sovereignty of Budapest (the capital of 

Hungary). The same issue was one of the reasons behind “Brexit” as well. 
 

Prevalent civil war in many West Asian and north African countries has unfolded a daunting refugee crisis 

in the region which has caused large exodus in European countries. For the further fear of these refugees, 

many European countries have been hostile towards them which is also reflected in recent vote of Hungary 

in favour of anti-refugee campaign, besides the BREXIT which was mostly revolved around this refugee 

crisis. 

European Refugee Crisis 

i) Lack of coordination and resolve of major powers of World has resulted in failure to settle the prolonged 

civil war in many west Asian countries. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/12/4-recently-hungary-voted-favour-anti-migrant-anti-refugee-campaign-referendum-light-discuss-refugee-crisis-europe-role-eu-resettling-refugees/
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ii) Citizens of these war-ravaged countries have been migrating to European countries on a large scale to 

secure their lives. 

iii) Large-scale exodus and the fear of their involvement in terrorist activities have turned the natives of 

European countries hostile towards them. 

iv) Economic pressure on EU countries is also a major reason for their hostile nature. 

Humanitarian angle: 

i) These refugees are running from war to protect their lives, thus, it becomes responsibility of host nations 

to make them feel at home. 

ii) International Convention on Refugees compels a nation to protect these refugees and provide them 

shelter, medical help and food. 

Role of EU 

i) Complete implementation of EU Treaty to distribute the refugees across EU countries need to be insured 

ii) EU-Turkey deal to transfer refugees to Europe in exchange of monetary help must also insure safety of 

these refugees. 

iii) EU which is suffering from economic slowdown and debt burden can collaborate with other countries 

to help these refugees settle and live a secure and peaceful life. 

iv) EU must take initiative at UN for creation of a worldwide refugee fund to provide monetary help to 

these refugees and help them building their life. 

The refugee crisis in Europe needs to be settled through international cooperation, besides awareness 

campaign in Europe to decrease hostilities between natives and these refugees. So far, the world and EU 

has not been able to completely resolve this crisis and with recent public votes against refugees are sure 

going to compound the situation. 
 

72. Why is Saudi Arabia involved in civil war in Yemen. Have international institutions failed 

to address Yemen Crisis? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background 

Yemen being one of the poorest nation in the world has been suffering badly due to the ongoing civil war 

due to huge human casualties, economic deterioration because of the Saudi attack on rebel Houthis. 

Saudi is involved because of the following reasons: 

 Strategic: rivalry with the Iran , Saudi believe that Houthis militia group is supported by Iran and 

using them as an key asset for proxy war against them . 
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 Religious: Saudi have Sunni majority and Houthis are the Shia militia both considers each other 

intolerant. 

 Geographic: Houthis control the northern Yemen which can be a challenge for the internal security 

of the southern Saudi Arabia . 

 Geo-political To restore the internationally recognized political regime of President Hadi & topple 

the Houthi Militia. 

 Economic: Saudis don't want Houthi control over the Gulf Of Aden, which is essential for its exports 

of crude.. 

Limitations of international Institutions: 

 United Nations: Last year UNHR voted for the humanitarian investigation bu it was suppressed 

later. UNSC too raised sanctions against the Houthis but failed to resolve conflict. 

 India: India launched mission RAHAAT for the safety of the Indian there, but has not commented on 

the war crisis. 

 US and China both have just shown concerns but have remained silent on solving this issue. 

 Response mostly on humanitarian grounds: i.e Providing Aid, Protecting Human Rights, Health Aid 

etc. 

 This assistance will help the economic crumbled Yemen in short term.  

 Some important measure such as Refugee Camp, Temporary Housing, Education Facilities still 

needs to be implemented 

Way Forward: 

 

 As the war is still on, United Nation peace keeping mission should be launched and provide supplies 

to the war affected civilians 

 As the country is also being fighting with malnutrition, global intervention is must to bring peace by 

developing consensus among all the stake holders. 
 

73. Discuss the challenges before new Secretary General of the United Nations. Do you 

think the post of Secretary General is ceremonial and insignificant? Comment. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Why in news: 

 Portugal’s former Prime Minister Antonio Guterres appointed as the 9th Secretary-General of the 

United Nations by the General Assembly.  

 The world has changed dramatically since the United Nations was established after World War II, 

but the organization has not adapted to reflect the 21st century. 
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Post of Secretary General has come under criticism as: 

 Outdated structure: The same five countries — the victors of World War II — have been the power 

players since 1945: the United States, Russia, China, Britain and France. 

 Unwieldy organization: The U.N. has become a sprawling system with 15 autonomous agencies, 11 

semi-autonomous funds and programs, and numerous other bodies. There is no central power to 

oversee them all. 

 Funding: Many U.N. agencies and humanitarian operations are funded by voluntary contributions, 

and appeals aren’t getting enough donations. Recently the World Food Program suspended a food 

voucher program serving more than 1.7 million Syrian refugees after many donors failed to meet 

their commitments. 

 Political horse trading: Every UNSG has to appease the Veto members because he is elected out of 

an arrangement between the Permanent members. 

 

But the Post is still significant as:  

 

 UNSG IS World's Top diplomat: UN Charter specifically mentions its role in negotiating dispute 

resolutions by providing its Good offices 

 Check on UNSC: Ex- U Thant who played a role in de-escalation of cold war, Hammarskjold who was 

able to prevent UK-Egypt war in Suez Canal crisis. 

 Rising nuclear tensions b/w nuclear powers: The Secretary General is most uniquely positioned to 

tackle this potential world disaster. 

 Climate change agreement implementation: with slowly all the countries coming to an 

understanding, Secretary General can bring about more consensuses on this issue. 

 Terrorism control, Human Rights Violations, Helping Victims of conflict:  

 Poverty: UNSG is still the most powerful and apt position to rally UNGA to tackle world poverty. 

 

Conclusion: 

 No, UN Secretary general (UNSG) is not ceremonial and insignificant. 

 But UNSG needs to reform itself in the fast changing needs of geo-political dynamic. 
 

74. Critically evaluate the role of the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in managing 

refugee crisis around the world. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, also known as UN refugee agency is a United 

Nations program meant to support and protect the refugees around the world. 

The UNHCR has played a significant role in refugee crisis occurred around the world: 

 Advocacy - Transforming policies & services that affect displaced, & stateless ppl at all level 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/20/2-critically-evaluate-role-united-nations-refugee-agency-unhcr-managing-refugee-crisis-around-world/
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 Agenda for Protection: It serves as a guide to governments and humanitarian organizations in their 

efforts to strengthen worldwide refugee protection.  

  Cash based Intervention - UNHCR uses cash-based interventions to provide protection, assistance 

and services to the most vulnerable. 

  Education - partner with govt & international org to ensure quality and protective education for 

refugee children and young people everywhere, in line with SDG 

 Livelihood - promote the right to work, the right to skills development. 

 Public health - UNHCR strives to ensure that all refugees are able to access life-saving and essential 

healthcare. 

 Shelter & Asylum & Migration Unit dedicated to Vulnerable 

 Connectivity and coordination - Through creative partnerships and smart investments with NGOs 

and others, aim to ensure that all refugees, and the communities hosting them, have access to 

available, affordable and usable mobile and internet connectivity. 

Concerns:  

 They have failed to ensure protection of human rights in the refugee camps.  

 Low Coverage/ Identification - Many children are found malnourished, lack of basic supplies & 

services in areas recaptured by Insurgents 

 Inadequate solidarity with forcibly displaced 

 Ongoing displacement: leads to  political unrest 

 Indifference to some subjects: There have been severe cuts to food rations for Syrian refugees in 

Lebanon and Jordan as well as for Somali and Sudanese refugees in Kenya.  

 Lack of sufficient fund to deal with global menace 

Conclusion: 

 

 There is no doubt that UNHCR has played a significant role for what it has been chosen for Indira 

Gandhi Peace Prize last year.  

 Recently held UN summit is seen as game changer for Refugees & Migrant protection along with 

UNGA efforts to create mass awareness about Refugee crisis thru World Refugees Day every year. 
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75. In the light of the Maldives leaving the Commonwealth, do you think the latter has lost 

its relevance and importance today? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background: 

 The Commonwealth is an intergovernmental organization of 53 member countries that were earlier 

territories of the British Empire. 

 It was formally constituted by the London Declaration in 1949. 

 It was formed of countries that shared a common history and fostered growth by mutual 

cooperation and integration. 

 Its principle values are peace, democracy and egalitarianism. 

 The Commonwealth encompasses almost a third of the world’s population, bringing together 

people of many faiths, races, languages and incomes.  

  
The Maldives has announced it will leave the Commonwealth after mounting pressure from the 53-nation 
group over corruption and deteriorating human rights in the Indian Ocean state. The Maldives 
government was officially put on notice by CMAG and given six months to address concerns including the 
detention and prosecution of opposition leaders, meddling with the judiciary and undermining democratic 
institutions. Maldives became the second country to voluntarily leave the Commonwealth after Zimbabwe, 
which left in 2003. 
  
Why Common wealth is relevant?  
  
 Because of its composition, if the Commonwealth can agree on something important, it is already a 

prototype of a global idea. The organisation has become an incubator for big-ticket ideas such as the 
Multilateral Debt Swap for Climate Action  

  
 It represents a political carte blanche from 53 member states to the Commonwealth Ministerial 

Action Group (CMAG), which is tasked with assessing and dealing with serious or persistent violations 
of the core values represented in the charter. 

  
 Makes it incumbent on member states to hold free, fair and credible elections; ensure the separation 

of the powers of the executive, legislature and judiciary; ensure the independence of the judiciary; 
provide space for an opposition and civil society to function freely; and give the media a level playing 
field to function in.  

  
 Digitisation made it possible for the Commonwealth make programmes called Commonwealth 

Connects. Several programmes have grown exponentially. One of them is Common Health, a 
dedicated Web platform to advance public health and the leading health hub after the World Health 
Organisation.  

  
 Commonwealth provide leadership on issues such as international debt, non-communicable diseases 

and young people’s participation.  
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 Commonwealth gets a lot of credit for helping end military rule in Pakistan in 2007 and it played a 
pivotal role in championing the boycott of Apartheid in South Africa. 

  
  It would be wrong to caricature the Commonwealth as a relic, given that countries with no historic 

connection with the “British Empire” (Mozambique and Rwanda) have decided to join. These 
countries can see the value of a global voluntary association of equal member states cooperating 
with each other in pursuit of commonly held goals.  

  
 While there is no formal trade agreement, the commonwealth enables prime ministers and trade 

ministers to meet informally, which provides positive side effects for trade.  
  
 The Commonwealth provides an international platform for small states in particular. Of 53 member 

states, 31 are classified as small states and 25 are small island developing states. In many other global 
arenas these voices are often not heard. Not only does this enable them to participate fully in 
international affairs, but it also gives them access to the wealth of experience and expertise from 
across the globe.  

  
 Commonwealth games held once every four years is a popular event and is looked forward by all the 

world.  
  
However many experts question its relevance because of the following reasons:-  
  
 Commonwealth has hardly any geopolitical role or relevance. It is a large and somewhat anomalous 

club, which devotes most of its energies to maintaining its strange existence. 
  
 Many citizens of Commonwealth countries don’t really know what it does or who its members are. A 

quarter of Jamaicans, when asked, said they thought Barack Obama was head of the Commonwealth.  
  
 No executive authority and no sensible budget to play a global role. 

  
 Poor record on enforcing its members’ commitment to human rights and the rule of law, for example, 

when Sri Lanka’s abusive regime was permitted to host last year’s biennial Commonwealth leaders 
meeting. 

  
Despite the criticism in the world being more of a network system, relationships of the kind that the 
commonwealth promotes really matter as the foundation relies on friendship and understanding and not 
army.  
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