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GS - I 

 

Topic: Indian culture 

1. Do you think courses in yoga and Indian culture should mandatorily be introduced in all 

schools, colleges and universities across India? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Why in news:  Protest by JNU students against proposal of the administration to introduce Yoga and 

culture courses. 

Making such courses mandatory across educational institutions will have both positive and negative 

consequences: 

Pros: 

 Connect with the heritage: It will help the citizens understand and connect to India’s rich heritage 

and history. 

 Constitutional: As Yoga promotes cultural harmony & unity, state can promote it to fulfill vision of 

Welfare state enshrined in our DPSP.  

 Environmental: It will enhance individual's harmony with the nature thereby sensitizing people 

towards the issues of environmental pollution, Climate Change etc. 

 Ethical: It would lead to change in lifestyle of an individual thereby changing her/his attitude 

towards various socio-economic problems. 

 Economic: It would boost the Yoga Industry, creating employments for many teachers. Also, it 

would attract huge remittances. 

 Educational: It would lessen anger among students thereby help in improved decision making 

which would reflect in improved educational aspects. 

 Health: It would lead to better blood circulation thereby reduce the incidence of NCDs thereby help 

reducing dropouts in schools. 

 Psychological: It would integrate body; mind & soul thereby reduce stress & isolation among 

students. 

Cons: 

 Political: Religious Political leaders may misuse it for their gains thereby making schools, 

universities a political place. 

 Mandatory focus on culture might stress on a majoritarian view which can be cause of concern. 

 India culture has been an assimilating one. Making it mandatory is not required as its root is very 

strong. 

 Mandatory provisions will obstruct the tenets of Free will. 

Conclusion: 

Definitely a course on Yoga and culture will be beneficial for Indian citizens but it should not be used for 

political gains. 

Necessary institutional framework should be developed to mitigate any concerns from minority sections. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/11/1-think-courses-yoga-indian-culture-mandatorily-introduced-schools-colleges-universities-across-india-critically-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/11/1-think-courses-yoga-indian-culture-mandatorily-introduced-schools-colleges-universities-across-india-critically-comment/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/jnu-teachers-allege-violence-by-students-during-council-meet-3075770/
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Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present- significant 

events, personalities, issues 

2. In recent years, there is a growing anger against Mahatma Gandhi in Africa. Critically 

examine the reasons. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Gandhi Ji has been inspiration of many African nationalist leaders like Mandela, but in spite of that, 

recently he has been a subject of contempt amongst many Africans. 

Reasons: 

 Gandhi Ji’s ideology of portraying Indians as the first victim of the racism and failing to project 

natives as equally victimized. 

 South African scholars point out that Gandhi ji was racist against the Africans. 

 Gandhi Ji’s presence in the Boer war in the form of medical corps to assist the troops medically. 

 Neglecting the native South Africans behind and leave them as vulnerable. 

 India's current foreign policy to emerge as major power by taking control of the African natural 

resources by the Indian companies, entrepreneurs. 

But this portrayal is not correct as: 

 It is true that Gandhi ji in the beginning had a supporting nature for British but later he used 

nonviolent means to counter the British colonial rule. 

 Gandhi ji’s affection against the vulnerable sections which were oppressed by the British. 

Conclusion: 

The anger against the Gandhi Ji in Africa is mainly due to the partial understanding about Gandhi Ji and his 

philosophy. Africans especially the young need to understand the subtle nature of the Gandhi Ji’s 

philosophy and his holistic outlook. 

3. Critically discuss ideology of Hindu Revivalism, Purification and idea of Varna System as 

proposed and practised by Dayanand Saraswati, Savarkar and Deendayal Updhaya. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background: 

Ideals of Hindu revivalism and purification were on the top of agenda of spiritual leaders like Dyananad 

Saraswati and Political leaders like Savarkar and Deendayal Upadhyay.  

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/08/2-recent-years-growing-anger-mahatma-gandhi-africa-critically-examine-reasons/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/08/2-recent-years-growing-anger-mahatma-gandhi-africa-critically-examine-reasons/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/before-he-became-mahatma/article9199650.ece
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/13/1-critically-discuss-ideology-hindu-revivalism-purification-idea-varna-system-proposed-practised-dayanand-saraswati-savarkar-deendayal-updhaya/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/13/1-critically-discuss-ideology-hindu-revivalism-purification-idea-varna-system-proposed-practised-dayanand-saraswati-savarkar-deendayal-updhaya/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/13/1-critically-discuss-ideology-hindu-revivalism-purification-idea-varna-system-proposed-practised-dayanand-saraswati-savarkar-deendayal-updhaya/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/hindutvas-purification-drive-muslims-india-islam-caste-system-3079478/


  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS I 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  6 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

Critical Analysis of their ideology: 

 They supported their statements and ideology by the arguments of bringing unity and integrity in 

the form on one faith i.e. Hinduism  

 allegiance to one ideology and identity irrespective of any religion whether it was Islam or 

Christianity, who according to them could be 'purified' or lower classes who could be 'sanskritized' 

and so the idea of one Hindu nation could be materialized.  

Though India paid for this thought:  

 Muslims who always thought of India as their own motherland and who were not under the thumb 

impression of the caliph of Turkey felt alienated after Non Cooperation Movement, in which they 

took part with full zeal and on the request of Gandhiji even stopped slaughtering cows.  

 This notion also infiltrated into the thoughts of Congress before independence who were reluctant 

to share power with the Muslim League and the cleavage got widen and led to the formation of 

Pakistan.  

 Festivities like Ganesh Festivals did bring Hindua of different castes together but focusing on it 

alone alienated many Muslims which actually effected the national movement.  

Conclusion: 

 In the era of Globalization, where whole world is a village Instead of focusing on the Religion It is 

better to focus on the Indian society as a whole and grasp the opportunities to for sustainable 

development . 

 So, what is needed now is the stoppage of such thoughts and the freedom of following the faith 

from either side to bring solidarity in the society, we need to see the society by looking beyond the 

mere distinction of religion. 

 

4. Discuss the objectives and significance of the Punnapra-Vayalar revolt of 1946. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Punnapra and Vayalar are two villages in Alapuzha district, where the confrontation between labourers 
and the mighty army of Travancore led by C.P. Ramaswamy lyyer took place. In the armed struggle, trade 
union activists, communist party workers and rural masses from Ambalapuzha and Cherthala joined hands 
and the direct armed struggle of the people with the army 

Three demands were there which led to uprising- 

 The cessation of princely rule in Travancore, 

 The acceptance of the idea of United Kerala and  

 The establishment of democracy. 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/28/2-discuss-objectives-significance-punnapra-vayalar-revolt-1946/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/28/2-discuss-objectives-significance-punnapra-vayalar-revolt-1946/
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/Gbimy6vm42wFeDe851AOEN/A-veteran-recounts-the-1946-PunnapraVayalar-uprising-70-ye.html
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Significance- 

 In the upheaval, landlords and the rich sections of the rural society from all castes sided with the 
state to suppress the mobilisation of labourers. The struggle built up the base for the struggle of 
agricultural labourers and improved the working conditions and wage rates in the state. 

 The uprising resulted in the displacement of Iyer and the establishment of an independent 
Travancore. 

 It was the part of India’s freedom movement and a fight against the C. P.’s move to balkanize the 
nation. 

But many believe that it was basically communist fight on the behalf of working class. Thousands got 
perished in the revolt but it gave CP sweeping victory in 1957 Kerala election and growth of communist 
party in Kerala. Punnapra-Vayalar revolt was thus neither a fight for India’s independence nor a revolt 
against C. P’s declaration of Independent Travancore as the Communists propagate. It was in fact a sad 
story of the Communist leaders’ treachery to their unlettered and ignorant but sincere comrades. 
 

Topic: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country.  

5. In the context changing definition of nationalism, federalism and growth of regionalism, 

examine what role can civil society play in understanding and addressing the Kashmir 

issue. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

 In the present charged context of changing definition of nationalism, federalism and rise of 

regionalism, CSOs can play a great role in following ways to clarify certain stereotypes, doubts and 

ignorance and help in addressing and understanding the issue: 

 Kashmir recently has been going through a politically charged environment which also has social 

and economic ramifications for the people, as well as posing security challenges for the army. 

 The situation is getting aggravated due to changing definition of nationalism, federealism and 

growth of regionalism. 

In this context, the civil society has a very important role to play in the following way: 

 Education: More no. of schools, scientific institutions . 

 Assimilation: By facilitating the people to people contact through seminars, sports competition, 

Cultural events, etc. 

 Awareness: On the geopolitical perspective, make them aware of the dangers of Kashmiri 

secessionist movement and role of Pakistan and China, fate of Kashmir as an independent state etc. 

 Also role models should be celebrated so that people specially youth are inspired to mainstream 

life. 

 Promotion: opportunities like Tourism, employment and highlight the government’s development 

programmes like setting up AIIMS etc 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/07/1-context-changing-definition-nationalism-federalism-growth-regionalism-examine-role-can-civil-society-play-understanding-addressing-kashmir-issue/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/07/1-context-changing-definition-nationalism-federalism-growth-regionalism-examine-role-can-civil-society-play-understanding-addressing-kashmir-issue/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/07/1-context-changing-definition-nationalism-federalism-growth-regionalism-examine-role-can-civil-society-play-understanding-addressing-kashmir-issue/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/oQ8OSuWehVkc1pWkvjPUTO/Kashmir-The-new-context.html
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 Augment Implementation: Through local participation of Kashmiris in various socio-economic 

policies of Government like Udaan, Nai Manzil etc. 

 Bridge between Army and civilians 

Bridge between civilians of Kashmir and rest of India: By organizing exhibitions, inter-state Art and 

Music festivals. 

 Pan-India levels network to aware the population about the life of Kashmiri culture, history and 

society. 

 Political gap filling between civilians and the state govt.: It can act as a mediator to come on 

common grounds on complex issues like AFSPA and Human Rights violations, pellet bullets by 

involving various stakeholders like Kashmiri representatives, Army and Government in a discussion 

 Also center and state relations can be bettered by the civil society through open, independent and 

transparent reporting of accounts of Kashmiri people. 

 HR development: Create Employment opportunities for Kashmiri youth locally as well as nationally. 

Conclusion: 

Civil Societies play an indispensable role in resolving long drawn issues and Indian organizations can draw a 

leaf out of TUNISIAN QUARTET to create a holistic framework whereas truly conducive environment for 

Kashmiri assimilation can take place under the umbrella of pluralism. 

 

6. In the light of India’s surgical strikes along the Line of Control, will dropping the policy 

of strategic restraint work towards taking a step forward or will it ignite another spiral 

of violence and retribution in Kashmir? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Background: 

India has since long adopted the policy of Strategic restraint against POK-PAK along LOC. But this equation 

has observed a shift as clear from recent surgical strike along LOC. This policy shift has both its Pros and 

cons in terms of peace in the Kashmir valley or violence. 

Pros: 

 No country should object this policy of India towards terrorism which is a major issue world-wide; 

hence PAK may not get open support on this issue that will work in favor of India. 

 India can use this policy shift to pressurize Pakistan in International fora for not taking any action 

such terrorists residing in POK. 

 Rest of the world might pressurize Pakistan in terms of trade barrier or other Financial or Technical 

help for inactivity towards such terror groups. 

 It will boost the army’s confidence vis-à-vis support from the Govt. to them. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/08/1-light-indias-surgical-strikes-along-line-control-will-dropping-policy-strategic-restraint-work-towards-taking-step-forward-will-ignite-another-spiral-violence/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/08/1-light-indias-surgical-strikes-along-line-control-will-dropping-policy-strategic-restraint-work-towards-taking-step-forward-will-ignite-another-spiral-violence/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/08/1-light-indias-surgical-strikes-along-line-control-will-dropping-policy-strategic-restraint-work-towards-taking-step-forward-will-ignite-another-spiral-violence/
http://www.epw.in/system/files/pdf/2016_51/41/Lines_on_the_Map_0.pdf
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Cons: 

 Internationalization of Kashmir issue. 

 Pakistan can increase moral and physical support to terrorists and separatists in the valley.  

 Shifting of people residing along LOC in speculation of war or such repeated strike may prove 

detrimental to local economy, fueling further extremism among unemployed youth. 

 The ongoing crisis in Kashmir may turn into another outpouring of emotions led by anti-Indian 

elements in the region if the matter is stretched further. 

 The informal LOC agreement signed in 2003 may get defied by Pakistan and cross-border terrorist 

attacks may increase further. 

 Terrorist organizations like Jamatud Dawa may get ready recruits especially from POK region by 

spreading rumors like India’s water aggression to intrude into Indian borders to create violence. 

 The internal politics in Pakistan will become more polarized and persistent anti- India bashing 

would only strengthen the army vis-à-vis the civilian government, which is not in India’s interest 

w.r.t its Kashmir policy. 

Conclusion: 

Dropping the policy of strategic restraint would be in favor of the country and Pakistan might be forced 

moreto act against terrorism under international pressure. This will in long run bring peace in the Kashmir. 

 

Topic: History of the world 

7. It is said that the USA and Russia have returned to Cold War tensions. Analyse the 

causes. Do you think Russia is powerful enough to face US in its geopolitical struggles? 

Comment. (200 Words)  

The Hindu 

The rising cold war tensions between US and Russia was evident in the form of both sides levelling range of 

allegations on each other. 

In the wake of this, the following causes can be analysed: 

 Mistrust: The continued cold war era mistrust between US and Russia. 

 Russia's aggressive foreign policy: As seen in annexation of Crimea(2014), Syria etc.  which resulted 

in the imposition of western sanctions on its economy. 

 Suspension of Russia from G-8 group and rift with Turkey further widened the rift. 

 The failure of west in removing economic sanctions in Russia has resulted in Russia abandoning its 

key disarmament treaty with US. 

 The failure of west in removing economic sanctions in Russia has resulted in Russia abandoning its 

key disarmament treaty with US. 

 Strategic: Often both countries are competing vying for other strategic partners like India, China 

etc. 

 Non-convergent and often paradoxical global issues : Like US supported political regime change 

policy in Libya, Syria to which Russia has adopted to back government & unilaterally attacking ISIS 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/15/1-said-usa-russia-returned-cold-war-tensions-analyse-causes-think-russia-powerful-enough-face-us-geopolitical-struggles-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/15/1-said-usa-russia-returned-cold-war-tensions-analyse-causes-think-russia-powerful-enough-face-us-geopolitical-struggles-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/15/1-said-usa-russia-returned-cold-war-tensions-analyse-causes-think-russia-powerful-enough-face-us-geopolitical-struggles-comment/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-return-to-cold-war-tensions/article9221715.ece
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 Is Russia powerful enough to face US? 

 Economic might: While Russia's economy is struggling with the slump in oil price, currency fall; US 

has not been able to recover completely itself from 2008 financial crisis. 

 Militarily: While US army is superior to that of Russia in terms of quantity (Army personnel, tanks 

etc.), Quality (Artificial Intelligence in defence). However, in age of nuclear arsenal, this superiority 

hardly matters. Also, Russia is best country prepared to defend itself conventionally. 

 State Authority: Both nationally and internationally, Putin holds the image of a strong and decisive 

leader more than his American counterpart. 

 Influence: While Russia's influence is limited to central Asian countries, US's influence is also limited 

to the North American region. 

 Institutional Dominance: In comparison to Russia, US has dominated the global institutions due to 

its historic superiority. However, Institutions have more role after & little role to play during the 

war. 

Conclusion: 

 Although tensions between USA and Russia have increased, but due to their military and economic 

might, any further escalation leading to a war is unlikely. 

 But, in any case, the world should take cognizance and try to settle their differences amicably as 

soon as possible. 

Topic: Salient features of Indian Society; 

8. Should the Supreme Court delegitimise and completely ban polygyny in India for not 

being in consonance with the Koranic procedure? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
The Indian Express 

Polygyny is a type of Polygamy in which a man can have more than one wife. Recently the government of 
India has submitted an affidavit in the Apex court regarding the plight of the Muslim women due to certain 
Muslim practices such as ‘triple talaq’ and polygyny. The government of India, however, did not specifically 
ask the court for a ban or abolition of these practices because a blanket ban on polygyny as of now is 
debatable. 
  
Should polygyny be banned? 
  
 The Koranic law has been misconstrued: The verses 4:2, 3 and 127 of the Islamic law unambiguously says 
that polygyny is conditional. Only if a situation arises such as during a war where many women have been 
widowed and children orphaned can polygyny be practiced to give protection to such orphans and widows. 
It is clear from these arguments that verse 4:3 is not a hedonistic licence to marry several women. 
  
Patriarchal chauvinism and need for gender justice: The Islamic law which also emphasises monogamy has 
been abused by the Muslim patriarchy to have dominance over women.  
  
Right to Equality: Article 14 of the Constitution states that all people irrespective of religion, race, caste, 
sex and place of birth are equal before law. In this view, inflicting injustice to women by means of polygyny 
and triple talaq is unconstitutional. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/28/1-supreme-court-delegitimise-completely-ban-polygyny-india-not-consonance-koranic-procedure-critically-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/28/1-supreme-court-delegitimise-completely-ban-polygyny-india-not-consonance-koranic-procedure-critically-comment/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/situating-law-in-the-land/article9278538.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/multiple-ways-to-gender-equality-gender-law-religion-3294433/
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Health grounds: Polygynous marriages are also not acceptable from the point of view of health concerns. 
Chances of spreading HIV AIDS increases, which is a deadly disease affecting about 37 million people across 
the globe with 2.1 million from India. 
  
Ethical point of view: Polygyny should be banned on ethical and moral grounds. Even the Sharia recognises 
the fact that marriage is a bonding between two souls where a third party cannot interfere. 
  
A total ban on Polygyny is not advisable: 
  
Bigamy among Hindus: Bigamy continues to prevail among the Hindus despite the Hindu Marriage Act, 
1955 outlawing it, and Section 494 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) declaring it a punishable offence.  
  
Moreover, Hindu women in bigamous marriage are even worse than the Muslim women in polygamous 
marriages. This is because it is imperative for the Muslim husband to give equal protection to each of his 
wives whereas the second wife of a Hindu man does not have rights equal to that of his first wife. Banning 
Polygyny among Muslims without eliminating the flaws in the Hindu Marriage Act can bring the same flaws 
in the Muslim law too. 
  
Possibility of a Communal Violence: Muslims may feel insecure and misconstrue the ban as an intrusion 
into their religious affairs. It may cause unnecessary unrest in the society as few factions see it as a 
necessary religious practice and hence would hinder our national progress. 
  
Against religious and cultural rights- Banning polygyny will be a violation of Article 25 of Indian 
constitution which permits the right to practice any religion and polygyny is legal in Muslim religion. 
  
Though Polygyny is undesirable in any community across the world due to reasons stated above, a 
complete ban on the practice right away is not the solution. Even the government’s affidavit does not ask 
for a ban. A middle path has to be taken to ensure women’s rights are not infiltrated and laws are not 
abused or transgressed. 
 

Topic: Communalism, regionalism & secularism.  

9. Scholars argue that Sufism as a philosophy could eliminate terrorism, curb religious 

fanaticism and stop communal violence. Examine why. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 Islamic radicalism and terrorism draw their Ideological support based on the narrow interpretation 

of the Quran. 

 Sufism believes that to go towards truth only possible by means of love and devotion and this love 

and devotion can be expressed by means of music, art, poems, and dance. 

It may possible to counter the extremism through the Sufism as a philosophy as under: 

 Curb radical approach: radical individuals should also be shown the only ideology of love, devotion, 

and peace of Islam. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/15/2-scholars-argue-sufism-philosophy-eliminate-terrorism-curb-religious-fanaticism-stop-communal-violence-examine/
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 Psychological support: through music, art, poems can give a sense of spiritual pleasure which helps 

to eradicate the menace in the mind. 

 Human life value: Sufism advocates that the human spirit is the only thing that can be used to 

communion with God. 

 Jihad approach: Sufism advocates the best jihad is to eradicate the evils in one self. 

 Responsible individual: Sufism helps in integration of mind, spirit, actions which are the qualities of 

a responsible citizen. 

 Sufism spread the message of brotherhood, affection with the neighbors you are living with. 

Conclusion: 

 With the life examples of Auliyas and Chistis, the world has seen the potential of Sufism for 

spreading universal brotherhood. 

 Sufism message should be spread through different channels, its learning should be taught in 

madrasa’s to counter the radical ideologies. 

Topic: Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect on the society. 

10. Critically analyse the interrelationship between rise of nationalism and economic 

growth. (200 Words) 

Livemint 
NYT 
The Guardian 

Background: 

 Nationalism can be defined as a feeling that people have of being loyal to and proud of their 

country. 

 The rise of nationalism in a country is directly associated with the economic sector of that country.  

It will have both positive as well as negative outcome. 

Nationalism as a boost to economic growth: 

 Decrease in imports and increase in indigenous production: Closing the borders on trade and 

putting high import tariff will transform consumerism toward locally made products. Ex- recent calls 

for boycotting Chinese products and thrust on the make in India program. 

 Increase in domestic consumerism will lead to circulation of money within the economy which will 

lead to strengthening of national currency which further rises long term interest rate. 

 Monetising nationalism: Ayurveda brand Patanjali, Motorcycle 'V' which contains the part of INS 

Vikrant and urges customers to take pride in indigenous military establishment 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/17/1-critically-analyse-interrelationship-rise-nationalism-economic-growth/
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 Buying Indian-made products expands the Indian competition base, meaning more companies 

competing for the same market-share. This also translates to more jobs and also will strengthen the 

Industrial growth within the country; Ex - Japan had protectionism for its car industry 

Nationalism as a deterrent to economic growth: 

 Extreme nationalism will leads to banning every foreign products , thus leading to collapse of 

markets and fall in economic growth 

 Domestic consumerism will lead to trade and tariff war between countries , thus there will be 

decrease in growth 

 Extreme nationalism will leads to issues within the country and it will harm the national economy 

 This may leads to disputes with other countries and may lead to war, thus destroying the economic 

prosperity; Ex- India and Pakistan. 

How economic Growth Affect Nationalism: 

 When a country face economic hardship and disparities - it will leads to rise of nationalistic feeling ; 

Ex– Chinese, Cuban and Russian revolution arose due to these economic problems , Drain of wealth 

from India during British rule also lead to rise of nationalistic feeling. 

 BREXIT is a direct result of relation between economic growth and nationalism - Migration which 

leads to rising unemployment of citizens of Britain leads to rise of demand to exit from EU 

 Rise of Authoritarian leaders and parties in many countries like Russia and China has led to high 

economic growth, thus promoting nationalism in those countries. 

 Swadeshi movement: The nationalist fervour was based on boycott of foreign goods  

Conclusion: 

 Thus nationalism since based on popular public sentiment can boost our economy to a particular 

extend. 

 But if unchecked it might also harm the economy of the country and the worldin the long run. 

 Therefore, any Government's fiscal measures must be based on social welfare, closing income gap 

and instilling GDP growth. 
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Topic: Social empowerment; Poverty and developmental issues 

11. According to the latest Global Hunger Index, India has a ‘serious’ hunger problem with 

15.2% of its citizens undernourished and 38.7% of under-five children stunted. Critically 

examine causes and importance of this finding for India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

Although after almost 70 years of development, the consumer and eating pattern of citizens have 

improved, India still fares very badly in feeding its citizens adequately. 

A critical examination of its cause is:  

 Poor implementation of schemes: Despite NFSA, Mid day meal scheme etc, their effect to 

eradicate hunger is nullified due to black marketing and hoarding, red tapism and policy paralysis 

regarding implementation. 

 Economic causes: poverty and informal employment leaves little space for poor to focus on healthy 

eating and living. 

 Education & Awareness: Specially in rural areas, it has led to poor feeding practices, high neo natal 

deaths, poor hygiene and sanitation causing more stunted growth. 

 Huge population: leads to scarcity of resources. 

 Gender Inequality: unequal status of women, patriarchy mindset, frequent deliveries, less 

nutritious food to women during pregnancy, Inadequate breastfeeding etc leads to 

undernourishment and stunted growth. 

 Hidden hunger: increase in availability of poor quality foods which fills the stomach but lack 

necessary nutrients. 

 

Importance of this finding: 

 

 More focus on SDG required: With the current state of hunger in India, more efforts are required if 

SDG goals are to be achieved by 2020. 

 FCI reforms: Proper implementation of Shanta Kumar Committee so that wastage of foods is 

minimized. 

 This finding will help us change our policy towards hunger eradication, now more focus on scheme 

continuation, targeted approach, increase in doctor and awareness program, various campaigns at 

rural areas. 

  More focus on women literacy and health, making use of ASHA workers and ANM for institutional 

deliveries, mobile clinics; bring babies to the clinic for weighing, check-ups and immunisations.etc. 

 Now India can focus more on R&D like carotene rich rice, food fortification, Iron Folic tablets, make 

best use of Food security program, distributing nutritious food etc to poor or undernourished 

Conclusion: 

 Govt is running many schemes for hunger eradication like PDS but nutritional food items needs to 

be added in that. 
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 Hunger needs to tackled with both govt and citizen participation regarding impletation of schemes 

and awareness about it. 

12. “Dalit politics cannot move forward unless it is willing to articulate the material 

aspirations of the dispossessed. Similarly, Left politics has no future unless it recognises 

that annihilation of caste is vital for any progressive politics.” Critically discuss. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 The seemingly natural affiliation between left and Dalit politics has not materialized in mainstream 

politics due to distrust and disagreements.  

 The Dalit movements are seen as identity politics by the Left groups while the Dalits accuse the 

Communists of ignoring and sidelining the importance of caste in their discourse on equality. 

Therefore the coming together of the two groups in recent agitations points to a change in political 

landscape with both recognizing the need to join hands to receive tangible results like the 

fulfillment of sanitation workers' demands in Ahmadabad or the land distribution in Una . 

A critical Analysis: 

 Dalit realization of Limits of identity politics: The minority numbers coupled with hostility with 

OBC(s) reduces the Dalits to a vote bank instead of empowerment of the masses. 

 Decreasing Public Jobs: The disinvestment in the public sector and increased role of private sector 

in job creation renders the reservations not as attractive as before for the dalits. They seek new 

avenues of empowerment 

 Converging Economic Interests: The left is the only organization that raises issues of lower wages, 

land distribution, labor safety norms that are central to the lowest among the Dalits. This helps 

both the parties to increase their political base and present stronger demands. 

 Marginalization of left: The left has been confined to few pockets with disengaged cadre. Adding 

the new issue could renew its political reach. 

Conclusion: 

 

 It therefore seems to be a good moment in politics facilitated by the current economic conditions 

of growing agrarian distress and unemployed youth and social conditions of discrimination and 

violence for the two to recognize each other’s causes as their own. 

  This can lead to a better bargaining power for the poorest and most disadvantaged. 
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13. Should the Supreme Court pronounce on an issue of personal law and uniform civil 

code? Also critically comment how personal laws are affecting gender justice and rights 

of women in India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 
The Hindu 

Background: 

 Uniform Civil code under DPSP (art 44) has been mainly demanded to unify all personal laws such 

as marriages, divorce, adoption and inheritance, to have a uniform law for all the religious and 

social sectors of the society. 

 But since Uniform civil code is not a fundamental right, court cannot enforce this .Thus it is the duty 

of the centre to frame laws regarding the Uniform Civil Code. 

How personal laws affect women rights and gender equality: 

 Many rules enshrined in the personal laws do not provide equality among Men and Women , thus it 

is clear violation of article 14 of the Indian constitution. 

 Rules in the many of the personal laws does not provide access to women for ancestral properties 

thus goes against the rights of women 

 Many social evils such as polygamy, triple talaq still exist in these personal laws , which are clear 

violations of rights provided to women in our constitution. 

 Personal laws are often misleading and in favor of men such as preventing men from providing a 

husband's provision for a spouse after separation or divorce 

 Many of these laws prevent women's access to religious institutions , thus clearly violates right to 

equality 

Conclusion: 

 The personal laws of different religion also provide some rights and safety for women as per the old 

and traditional religious practices.  

 But these are not applicable or practical in this period. So the govt. should be able to draft a 

uniform civil code as per the constitutional and religious values in a balanced way 
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14. A quarter century after the recommendations of the Mandal Commission and more than 

half a century after the Indian Constitution mandated reservations for SCs and 

Scheduled Tribes (STs or Adivasis), caste inequality and caste-based reservations 

continue to remain contentious issues in the Indian polity. Critically analyse why. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

 While affirmative action is a prevalent exercise world over, the issues in case of India are unique on 

account of our diverse socio-economic conditions. 

Reasons behind the still prevalent Caste inequalities: 

 Historical discrimination: mistakes of the past and frequent instances of caste based 

discrimination. 

 Caste politics: pandering to ones vote bank furthers the inequalities among castes. 

 Lack of proportionate political representation: Few state legislations provide for the 

constitutionally mandated representation of 33%. 

  Social Mind Set: social stigma still impedes employment and business opportunities. 

 State disparities: Welfare schemes and horizontal reservation vary from state to state furthering 

the inequalities within castes. 

Reasons behind Caste based reservation still being a contentious issue: 

 Lack of statistics : questions on authenticity of socio-economic caste based census and govt’s 

unwillingness to disclose the findings make it difficult to monitor the socio-economic conditions 

 Politicization of the issue: exploitation of caste reservation as an election agenda, propel the 

political parties to stretch the issue. 

 Vote bank politics: Reservation is such a contentious issue that many governments try to avoid 

talking about of it on the fear of losing votes  

 Little actual reforms: the picture still remains grim for the poorest of poor as reservation has failed 

to better their conditions. It ends up favoring the previous beneficiaries. 

Conclusion: 

 

 The central and state govts. have been providing for the welfare of SCs, STs and OBCs and 

provisions for the same have featured in subsequent 5yr plans. 

 Programs like stand up india especially targeted at SCs and STs that go a long way in honing the 

entrepreneurial spirit need to be appreciated.  
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 The govts must set aside party politics and work together to change social perceptions and bring in 

reforms to better serve all its citizens. 
 

15. Are judicial pronouncements on the issue of triple talaq in India liberal and favourable 

to women compared to practice of triple talaq in Islamic countries? Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 Triple talaq is a procedure of divorce recognized by sharia law in India. The Muslim personal 

law(sharia) Application act 1937 governs the muslims family laws in India 

 The countries such as Bangladesh, Pakistan, Egypt, Turkey etc have abolished triple talaq either 

explicitly or implicitly and some of these countries require approval of court for couple to be 

considered as divorced. 

As far as practice of 'triple talaq' is concerned, Islamic countries can be divided into two groups : 

Liberalized countries such as: 

 Turkey - followed Swiss code under Ata Turk after WW-I 

 Egypt, Syria - revocable if done in one sitting 

 Iraq, Algeria, Pakistan - divorces mostly decided through courts 

Similarly there are a few Conservative countries still permit it like Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Afghanistan 

 

Judicial pronouncement in India: 

 Our judicial system also expressed their views on triple talaq on various occasions but has always 

upheld rights of citizen and constitution over any personal laws. 

  Even though some Muslim countries given priority for religious laws over women rights most of the 

Muslim countries are liberal to women and banned this practice.  

 Examples: 

 1971 Kerala Case: suggested that the whole Koran forbids man from seeking divorce so long 

as she remains faithful and obedient to him. In the absence of serious reasons no man can 

justify divorce.  

 In another case in Guwahati court suggested that talaq must be for reasonable cause and 

preceded by attempts at reconciliation between husband and wife. 

 Shah Bano case SC suggested that husband is responsible for providing alimony to divorced 

wife but was subsequently bypasses by the parliament via Muslim women protection act. 

 In many occasion court supported women over religious practices and uphold their rights. 

 Courts judgments gave precedence that women are not inferior to men and they have every right 

to live with dignity and prevented any obstruction against women from men and religion. 
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Way forward: 

 In response to recent agitation of Muslim women against triple talaq and polygamy union 

government initiated the move to enact UCC but UCC cannot enforce by a radical change.  

 Union government should always obey court interventions (against shah bano judgment union 

government enacted protection of Muslim women act).  

 This type of vote bank politics always hampers the progress of the society and power of the SC as 

the protector of rights of the citizen. 

 The interpretation of personal laws subjects to test of its constitutionality or it is in compliance with 

fundamental rights. 

  Necessary reforms in the religious laws are necessary to have progress of the society 

 

16. Does free market help in empowerment of oppressed group such as Dalits? Is it 

happening in India? If yes, what are its consequences? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Free market can help in empowerment of oppressed group by providing them employment opportunities, 
thus increasing their income effecting the business and cost of living. Free market also carries ideas of 
liberalisation, equality, growth with itself, which not only helps in economic empowerment but also in 
social and political empowerment. Dalits know their constitutional rights. They are becoming financially 
independent and sound, thus moving upper in the social ladder. 
  
It is very much true in India also as it has led to collapse of caste oppression as economic empowerment 
has given a sense of pride and strengthen Dlaits to oppose discrimination and oppression. Poverty levels of 
Dalit's is decreasing and their role in business and manufacturing (Dalit entrepreneurship) is also 
increasing. However, this rise of Dalit and its consequences are mixed and not always peaceful, which are 
discussed below:- 
  
 Shift of job - Due to LPG reforms, Dalit's got opportunity to shift their jobs as workers in private led 

market. Dalits have found alternative areas of non-farm employment. 
  
 Increasing Dalit Capitalism - Many Dalits are taking up entrepreneurship as profession and with 

government supported programs they have also been able to find markets across the world and 
thereby overcoming the barrier of selling domestically due to their caste identity. 

  
 Better lifestyle for Dalits - they are getting education, urbanisation, growth of Industries in the 

vicinity of the urban area has attracted dalits from the rural areas and helped them to move out from 
the social stigmatization that is prevalent in the hinterland, and thus they are enjoying caste- neutral 
lifestyles.   

  
 Increasing Demand for social mobility - Greater assertion of Dalit's to their right to equality and 

dignity has been witnessed in the numerous campaigns launched for temple entry, performing 
marriage rituals hitherto restricted. The emergence of a middle class among the Dalits has meant that 
instances of oppression are widely highlighted and attempts are being made to achieve a nationwide 
solidarity among Dalits on issues affecting them. 
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 Rise of Violence against dalits - An increased violence against Dalits and demands for reservation by 
the intermediate castes, who see it as erosion of their hegemony is on continuous rise. For example- 
In Haryana, Dalit's marriage were attacked as Dalit groom went on Horse, Marathas in Maharashtra 
are demanding for reservations and repealing of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989. 

The government must take all steps to ensure continued steps for the economic and social empowerment 
of Dalit. While schemes like Stand up India, PM Mudra Yojana are positive steps, proper implementation 
of the SC/ST atrocities act is also much needed. Unless a consensus is created in the society on the need 
for equality and equal opportunities for all sections, the vision of achieving a truly egalitarian India will not 
be fulfilled. These unifying forces rise from free market, western education, globalization and rise in 
opportunities and would definitely change the social scenario in a few decades. 

17. Discuss how renewable energies such as solar energy can address poverty and other 

developmental problems. (200 Words) 

NYT 

Poor people hardly have money to feed themselves, above that whatever they earn, they have to spend on 
fuel for cooking food, fuel for light in the house and now in the era of mobile penetration, they have to 
spend extra money for getting their mobile charged form shops. However governments are giving 
subsidies for kerosene for fuel and light, but the problem of exclusion, ghost beneficiaries, leakages, 
corruption, etc. has derailed the process. Renewable energy has not only the potential to help poor people 
as well as solving other development problems, as discussed below:-  
  
 Saves hard earned money of poor: - Solar energy products need one time investment and poor 

people need not to buy kerosene on daily basis for cooking and lightning. Also, their investment on 
health due to use of wood fuel, is saved. For example- For example- Idcol, a Bangladesh based 
company estimates that each year in Bangladesh, solar installations replace 242 tons of kerosene 
worth $300 million that the poor would otherwise spend on lighting. 

  
 Opens opportunities to remote areas - Generally, semirural area is off the main electrical grid, so 

residents rely on kerosene lamps and electricity from wires strung across the village to a noisy 
privately owned diesel generator. Here, solar energy is reliable, clean and cheaper in the long run 
than kerosene and the village’s generator, which not only helps the families, but also opens 
opportunity for development to such remote areas for employment generation, establishing cottage 
industries, education facilities which can use technology, etc. For Example- In rural Bangladesh, 
especially the coastal southwest, it is common to see tiny solar panels embedded even in humble 
thatch-roofed huts, which is providing energy for - powers lamps, cell phones, fans, water pumps, 
health clinics and equipment for businesses, which is critical in improving the lives of the poor. 

  
 Improves Quality of life - Cities all across the world are struggling with the problem of pollution of 

air, water, etc and major reason is burning fossil fuels for energy. Solar energy in that matter is safer 
and cleaner than conventional fuel, which can help countries in meeting their developmental targets 
of reducing pollution, providing clean and quality environment to its citizen. And also, at global level 
it will help in meeting the targets of Paris climate change, thus help in mitigating climate change.  
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 Saves government's money - Investing in renewable projects saves money for government in 
reducing the wastage and diversion of subsidised for kerosene oil, subsidised diesel for agricultural 
use, etc. This money can be used for other developmental projects and helps them in Achieving 
balanced regional development through rural electrification. 

  
 Sustainable agriculture- In developing countries, it will help poor and marginalised farmers in 

improving their productivity with availability of clean energy for irrigation, mechanization, etc.  
  
The potential is limitless for reducing poverty, pushing development for human capital though skill 
development, quality education, job opportunities, etc. Renewable energy is the future which we need for 
safer Earth in the backdrop of worsening climate and recent Paris deal commitment, India should come 
forward with a delegated plan( since our aim is to generate 100GW solar power) so that growth can be 
more inclusive and more sustainable( theme of 12th FYP). 
 

18. Should government consider the demand for reservations by Marathas, Jats and 

Patidars seriously? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The demand for reservation from Marathas, Jats and Patidars, who are primarily agriculturists, are mainly 
due to low growth in agriculture, no adequate jobs to engage rural migrants and unskilled population and 
increasing attrition in private sector resulting in attention towards public sector jobs. The framers of our 
constitution have empowered the State through Article 15 and 16 to work towards advancement of 
socially and educationally backward classes and making reservations for groups which are not adequately 
represented in the services under it. 
  
In the current scenario due to reducing land holdings and increased attractiveness of premier institutes 
and government jobs, groups like Maratha, Patidars and Jats want a slice of reservations. Consider the fact, 
economic criteria for reservation should be considered for giving reservation to reduce inequality in society 
and upliftment of the downtrodden families. There is no need to amend the Constitution for that. The 
state government by legislation or executive order can create a separate class of the economically 
backward and prescribe a reasonable quota. 
  
But, before giving any such reservation to such communities, we need to analyse what negative impact it 
will have, as discusses below:-  

 Violates the principle of reservation - Reservations are meant to uplift the deprived sections of 

society. Since these communities as a whole are politically and economically strong enough and has 
achieved good progress in education and wellbeing, placing the whole community under the 
reservation system will be unethical. 

 May cause dominance of higher caste again- Providing reservations to these well off communities 
may deprive Low caste members of their chances in Government jobs, where their numbers are very 
low. 

 Demand from other sections will also increase-  In present scenario , if Government starts 
entertaining the caste like JAT , KAPUS , Patel and Maratha, then on the same line other caste people 
will start agitation for reservation in future . 
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 Will erode competition - It will lead to neglect of merit and it may cause social unrest as it was at the 
time of Mandal commission.  

 May become a political tool - reservation in the past too has been used by political parties for vote 
bank. Expanding its scope will give boost to populous politics.  

So while considering the demands made by some communities for reservations and quotas, the 
government should consider the economic, political and social wellbeing of the community and make a 
balanced decision without hurting others chances. All the political parties are afraid of losing their vote-
bank if they change the criteria of reservation to economic backwardness, however; it is high time that 
they come together and make amendments for the benefit of the nation. Moreover, the policy of 
reservation should be gradually phased out after it serves its purpose. 
 

Topic: Role of women and women’s organization 

19. Critically comment on the role of Mahila Panchayats in acting as an alternative fora to 

formal justice system in addressing various issues faced by women in India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

 Mahila panchayat is a community level participation of women who come to resolve issues faced by 

women.  

 A formal Justice system also does so. But a detailed analysis and comparison of both is required to 

determine Mahila panchayat as alternative fora. 

As Alternative fora: 

 Justice is swift. Hence it saves their time (no fear of losing daily wages) and provides mental peace. 

 Much of its function is related to marriage, property, domestic violence etc. So it also exerts social 

pressure on the male counterpart to fulfill the necessary justified demands. Courts generally fail to 

put social pressure.  

 Women feel free to talk about their problems in such forums. Sometimes it involves civil societies, 

NGOs etc. thereby securing the social, economic and political rights of women. 

Drawbacks:  

 Its decisions are not legally binding on any party. Therefore, it becomes difficult for women to get 

her rights in case of domestic violence. 

 Sometimes it prevents divorce by pressurizing a couple who otherwise want divorce. Hence though 

it helps maintain family value it reduces personal choices.  

 Mahila Panchayats are concentrated only in few regions of the country. 

 Lack of sustainable financial support. 
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 Partnership Challenges how to train NGOs their own way. 

Conclusion: 

Mahila Panchayats rather than acting as an alternative forum, act as a compliment to the formal Justice 

system as: 

 It does not deprive courts from their functioning rather it reduces their work burden.  

 Much of its functioning deals with civil cases. It's a voluntary choice for women to go for Mahila 

Panchayats or the formal judiciary. 

 As there are less number of female judges and advocates in our judicial system hence Mahila 

panchayat which consists of only female members, can understand female problems in an ethical 

and holistic way. 

 As women come from the same community, they are well aware of the socio-cultural aspects in the 

context and frame their solutions within the framework without compromising on the victim's 

dignity, it makes the solutions acceptable to all. 

 It can also help reduce Female feticide and infanticide, Promote various schemes for women like 

'Beti Bachao Beti Padhao' etc. 

 

20. Discuss the role of women in strengthening climate change action. (200 Words) 

Down to Earth 

It is often heard that man makes the family, while women makes the whole society. Due to their central 
role in their families and communities, as mother, home maker, as a worker in the economy, as a policy 
maker, etc, women becomes very important in strengthening the steps being taken to check the climate 
change.  
  
 As primary managers of energy, food, water- women play important role as homemaker in use of 

energy for cooking food, choosing type of food for her family and collection of water. Use of clean 
energy for cooking will have positive impact on their health (UJJAWAL scheme), they will better 
understand the importance of food security and water conservation in the context of climate change, 
thus they will actively participate in eco-friendly initiatives. For example, Ujjawala Scheme in India 
has chosen women for transferring money for LPG connection.  

  
 As a forest conservator - In tribal societies, women enjoy equal rights in the society. They play very 

important role in conservation of forest as they need fuel, food shelter from it. Also, with the help of 
sacred grooves, they contribute in conservation. For example- Donagriya Kondh tribe of Orissa, they 
fought against the corporate for their forest rights. 

  
 More sensitivity - It has been generally found that women are more sensitive towards environment 

as they are more close to it (collecting wood, food, water, etc.) since ages. Thus, women's role 
becomes very crucial in imparting the behavioural change in the society and that too when countries 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/22/2-discuss-role-women-strengthening-climate-change-action/
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like India have 48 % as women. Being, mother, she can teach her kids the importance of conserving 
energy, water, using public transport etc. For example- Solar Mamas of Africa (as named by PM Modi) 
honed the skill of solar energy and they are promoting it all across Africa. 

  
 As an agricultural workers- In developing countries like India and least developed countries, women 

contribute to as agriculture work force in bulk. Thus they would be good promoter of climate smart 
agriculture.(organic farming, efficient irrigation system, etc). For example- Women in Rajasthan, Uttar 
Pradesh, have taken lead in using millet and other crops suited to the region and that too though 
organic farming.  

  
 As a leader- equitable political representation in grassroots, domestic and international level may 

attribute to climate friendly policies and re conciliatory decision making. For example- In Ghana, 
propelled by women's leadership, the Ghana Bamboo Bikes Initiative is tackling climate change and 
providing an income for women by training them to build and sell high-quality bamboo bicycles. In 
Guatemala, women farmers are planting trees to sequester carbon and improve farming techniques. 

  
 As an Activist - their activist role in bureaucracy, NGOs becomes an important driving force for 

bringing change in the society. For Example- Medha patkar, as an activist for Narmada Bachao 
Andolan is leading example at this front. Women organization like Swayam Sikshan Prayog are 
working on clean energy technologies by creating awareness, opportunities to women especially 
from rural back ground in India.  

  
One of the largest protests in independent India to save environment named 'Chipko Aandolan' was 
spearheaded by women that resulted in booing away of big industrialists who were ready to cut trees on a 
large scale. This movement shows the potential of women to play an important role in the fight against 
climate change. Need is for expansion of women's rights throughout the world as well as their leadership 
in climate-related activities.  
 

21. The effectiveness of reservation for women in positions at elected Panchayats has 

political and social implications. Do you think that mandated representation is a 

sufficient condition for women’s political empowerment? Critically examine. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

 73rd Amendment Act,1992, ensured reservations for women and Scheduled Castes and Tribes to 
prevent historically powerful groups from claiming political, economic and social resources. Specifically, 
the amendment mandated that one-third of the sarpanch/ pradhan positions were to be reserved for 
women in every State. 
 

 Panchyati raj institutions are a watershed in India's democratic history as they not only percolated 
democratic decentralization to the grass root level but also made a giant leap in women empowerment 
by granting them 33% reservation. 
 

 This decentralization model has had its own blend of realism and tokenism. 
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 It has restored the faith in women leadership and has sent strong signal to the patriarchal society to 
correct its stereotypes associated with females. 

 It also provided an opportunity for political and social empowerment to hitherto deprived low caste 
women. 

 Its spill over affect boosted women's confidence in their abilities and encouraged them to seek a 
meaningful role in the democracy through decision making. 

 Also, it increases the efficacy of women related policies and delivery of public services to women. 
 Thus the model of democratic decentralization was well conceived. 

  
 While women, who are elected from reserved constituencies, serve as proxies for their male 

relatives—exercising nominal power while the men retain the real work of governance. 
 The effect of a female sarpanch on the delivery of public services is complicated by several factors 

aside from gender — namely caste, family background, geographical location, and the broader 
economic situation and widespread illiteracy and ignorance further inhibit their capacity to 
perform. 

 In state like Haryana, patriarchy is still a problem due to traditional bodies like Khap Panchayats 
which disregard the democratically elected bodies and women representatives. 

  
So, reservation is not serving the real motive of political empowerment of women. Need is for capacity 
enhancement training, legal protection to curb any form of discrimination as well changing patriarchal 
mind set by gender sensitive education to make Panchayati raj model a true success. 
 Economic empowerment through implementation of land rights, skill development and employment 
opportunities to women would be crucial for enjoying the political empowerment. Incentives should be 
given to sarpanch where education enrolment, sex-ratio and other women related development indictors 
shows an increases. 
  
It can be concluded that though women reservation is not a sufficient but a necessary condition. States 
like Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan has further increased the reservation to 50% for women in local bodies. 
But, at the same time the findings regarding the current problems need to be addressed first. Strict actions 
and preventive steps need to be taken in form of suitable punishment, legislation and penalties for 'male 
proxies' which are exercising political power and functions illegitimately. 
 

Topic: Population and associated issues, 

22. “The social consequences of China’s one child policy  have been severe, repercussions 

of which will reverberate for generations to come. This is a lesson for India that it should 

be warned once more of such coercive measures and their impacts.” Discuss. (200 

Words) 

EPW 

Background: 

In 2015 China shifted from a one-child policy to a two-child policy. One Child Policy (was universal) was 
started by China in 1979, which was very stringent measure to control population in the backdrop of 
limited resources. When China imposed a one-child policy, it had already created a strong base for its 
population, despite which the consequences were severe. Guided by it, India also tried measures like 
forced sterilisation during emergency mostly on poor's and that too without having strong base for it. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/22/1-social-consequences-chinas-one-child-policy-severe-repercussions-will-reverberate-generations-come-lesson-india-warned-mor/
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Social consequences of China's one Child Policy:-  
  
 Poor reporting and fear among citizen - In case of two child or in case when first child was girl, 

people did not report child birth to the authorities and in turn they could not avail the benefit of 
public education, health and other welfare services. It not only stressed the family's resources but 
also people always lived in fear. This reflects feelings of people towards its government and how their 
rights are violated.  

  
 Illegal and forced Sex-selective abortions- This resulted in female foeticide and thus the sex ratio of 

China was skewed.  
  
 Ageing population - Due to control on child, the old age population is heavily dependent on lesser 

number of youth, causing burden on the family and burden on the state for welfare measures. Also, 
due to globalisation, many young people are migrating to other countries, adding to the problem of 
old age dependency.  

  
What are the lessons for India? 
  
 Poor human development indicators- India is already way Behind China on the scores of human 

development(life expectancy, IMR, MMR, etc), so it should not copy the 'One child policy' and rather 
focus on improving on such indicators. 

  
 Skewed sex ration and increasing old age population - Sex ratio of India is already skewed (940 

females/ 1000 males-census 2011), which restrict the scope of such stringent policy. Also, India has 
also started facing the problem of ageing, which has increased in last decade (8% of total population), 
for which India should prepare.  

  
 Burden of family planning on women- In patriarchal setup like India, it is the women who burden the 

pressure of population control like - sterilisation, using pills. Male find it egoistic when it comes to 
adopt such measures. This not only curtails freedom and rights of women democratic setup of India, 
but often leads to exploitation of women. For example- Chhattisgarh's mass sterilisation camp scam 
reflects coercive attitude has damaging effect on women and vulnerable section.  

  
India is yet to reap the benefits of its demographic dividend. However, India has shifted its policy from 
population control to family welfare through National population policy, 2000. Now the focus is on 
improving the outreach of basic needs and services like food security, housing, education, and health to 
the masses.  
  
Need is to strengthen the implementation of schemes and also providing basic facilities for rising old age 
population. India should respect the democratic ethos, for which it is known. Persuasion, education will 
help in change of mind set, rather forcing policy for population control on its people. 
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23. According to the United Nations Population Division, India will host 48 million seniors 

over the age of 80 and 324 million citizens above 60 in 2050. Discuss implications of 

increasing population of elderly people for India. Do you think doing away with 

retirement age will help senior citizens and country? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Data 
 50 per cent of its population is below the age of 25. 
 With 356 million 10-24-year-olds and more than 65 per cent of its population below the age of 35, 

India also has the world’s largest youth population. 
 By 2020, the average age in India will be 29. There are now 104 million elderly Indians. 
 According to the United Nations Population Division, India will host 48 million seniors over the age 

of 80 and 324 million citizens above 60 in 2050. 
  
Implication of increasing elderly population for India:-  
  
 Abuse of elderly will increase - Abuse of elders is hardly recognised in India. But is one of the 

problem which would increase as the future elderly population is going to increase. As retirements 
come with loss of steady income, there is a tendency of negligence and violence against the elderly 
people in family and society. 

  
 Dependency will increase - While by 2020, India is set to become the world’s youngest country, the 

old-age dependency ratio — the number of people aged 60 and older per those aged 15 to 59 — is 
expected to rise from 12 per 100 to 31 per 100 by 2050. A higher dependency number and a greying 
population that is not part of the workforce puts more pressure on a government in terms of 
expenditure on medical care, pension and old age homes. The Indian Railways, for instance, pays 
pension to 13.35 lakh persons, which is set to increase.  

  
 Loneliness and other health issues - Diminishing social life, families becoming more nuclear, dying 

village life will add on to the problem of increasing old age population. Also, the old age homes, 
geriatrics care is not much developed in India.  

  
 More retirements - People retiring due to age will increase and with no pension security in private 

sector, which makes them more vulnerable if they don’t have health insurance too.  
  
 A ready pool of skill and experience - Elderly people at the time of retirement have lot of skill, 

valuable experiences which can be used for the younger generation. For example- now days story 
telling is doing out, which is affecting the development of cognitive skills among children. Also, due to 
growing nuclear families, children are being grown in isolation, missing out the chance for learning 
form seniors citizen. Also, they can contribute in economy and polity of the country with their skills 
and in this direction Sankalp and Anubhav initiative of the ministry of Personnel, Public grievances 
and Pensions to engage the to engage retired employees and contribute in various initiatives of GOI.  
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Doing away with retirement age ? 
  
Considering the fact, it would be good option to engage the old people by doing away the retirement age. 
As, many older people have skills and a huge contribution to make to businesses, they can play important 
role in decision making with their pool of experience. For example - In 2011, the UK took an 
unprecedented step in this direction and a new legislation in the UK stopped employers from compulsorily 
retiring workers once they reached the age of 65. The exceptions were jobs that required certain physical 
abilities or had an age limit set by the law, for instance, the fire service or military.  
  
However, the UK’s reasons to introduce the concept of no retirement age had probably more to do with 
economic and demographic compulsions. But in India, we need to analyse before bringing the same move:-  
  
Social impact - It will keep senior citizens busy and younger generation can learn from their experience. 
But, at the same time it will create social unrest as younger people would be unemployed because jobs 
would be hardly vacated by older people.  
  
Economic impact - India is set to become youngest nation, this move at present will further increase the 
unemployment rate, more social security program would cause burden on government and India will miss 
a chance for timely harvest of its demographic dividend. May be for future, if same population grows older 
and when there are lesser number people in the demography to serve the country's economy like UK, then 
we can do away with age of retirement.  
  
Thus they are large value to society. Schemes targeting their health , insurance, should be given more 
boost so that their worth is utilized in economy and dependency issue is also addressed. Geriatric care like 
Atal Pension Yojana, National health protection scheme are good initiatives. Incentives should be given 
for penning down their life experiences and being visitors in nearby educational institutes. 
 

Topic: Effect of globalisation on Indian society 

24. Analyse how globalisation, liberalisation and increasing penetration of internet is 

transforming lives and structures of middle class families in the Indian society.  (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Background:  

 The new economic policy undertaken after 1991, not only changed the financial outlook but also 

the Social structure of India influencing the middle class the most.   

 With the internet boom in early 2000s, effect of the LPG policy on middle class expanded 

exponentially.  

These are : 

Social & Cultural: 

 Led to creation of upper & lower middle class.  
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 It led to creation of nuclear families (as people move away for job) and with increasing Internet & 

communication facilities again led to creation of pseudo-joint families. 

 More rational and scientific outlook: especially in terms of faith, religion, healthcare (preferential 

Treatment by medicines ) 

  Multiculturalism: More blending with other cultures especially the West. Like- changes in food 

habits, clothing, etc.  

 Digitalization:-This has reduced corruption, made them more aware and informed. 

 Rise in consumerism: E-commerce websites have generated higher shares in tier II and tier III cities.  

 The Internet is also enabling an individual access to global education and healthcare facilities. 

 Position of women is slowly but surely increasing as more no of girls are studying, coming to job & 

becoming self-sustainable. 

 Problem of privacy vs security, issues related to, cyber espionage is affecting the middle class 

greatly. 

Political: 

 Increased political awareness: Being more informed and educated than before, Middle-class now 

know the importance of their tax money, vote & rights in democracy evident from their increasing 

voting % every election. 

 They have also become more critical of Govt., and are not coming under vote bank politics easily 

 So while campaigning political parties have to promise something sensible to woo their voters. EX-

Promise of laptop & 24 hr electricity in UP. 

 The civil Society has become more effective due to large participation of middle class and now is 

even entering the direct political discourse. Ex- AAP, Swaraj Abhiyan were products of a middle 

class backed civil society Activism. 

Economic: 

 Income and standard of living of middle class people has increased. 

 Urbanization and new urban ghettos: Change not only in demography and population of the cities 

but also its extent and structures. (Rise in number of urban slums dwelling middle class). 

 Although there has been rise of Brain drain and Indian Diaspora (mostly middle class )outside the 

country which sends huge remittances in country and has catered to India’s increased soft and 

political power abroad, but also People settled abroad are returning back to India due to better 

career opportunities.  

 In way to exploit the existing favorable condition, led to rise in MSMEs, start ups, new technology 

innovation and hence suitable govt policy came for it.  

 Also, due to globalization and Internet,  Employment levels of the middle class has increased 

drastically as multinational companies now recruit them for both on and off site jobs. 
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Conclusion: 

 Along with globalization, Internet has now become part and parcel of the lives of middle class and 

has made them more informed and politically aware. 

 Hence the Govt should make policies according to needs and demands of the middle class. 
 

Topic: Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna 

and the effects of such changes. 

25. The entire stretch of the Ganga’s tributary Bhagirathi from its origin at Gaumukh to 

Uttarkashi is declared as an eco-sensitive zone (ESZ). Government is thinking to allow 

river bed mining  in this stretch. What is river bed mining? Will it impact river adversely? 

In the light of definition of ESZ, critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

River bed mining: It is the process of extracting minerals including sand from the riverbed. 

Eco-sensitive zone:  It is a region demarcated by govt to prevent ecological damage due to developmental 

activities. 

Declaring the Gaumakh to Uttarkashi region as eco sensitive zone will have a negative impact as: 

 Deep river bed mining will adversely affect the ecological equilibrium of the river 

  It will lead to destruction of flora and fauna existing in that region 

 It will boost stream bank erosion, which may lead to undercutting and collapse of river banks. 

 This will lead to reduction in the ground water level in the floodplain areas 

 Reduce the quality of water due to dumping of excess mining materials, organic particulate and oil 

spills from machinery 

 May lead to disasters such as earthquake as a result of disturbance caused to eco-sensitive zones 

However, there will not be much impact as: 

 Due to increased deposition of sediments into the river bed, mining up to 2 meters shall be 

allowed, which will not have much impact on the ecological factors. 

  Also small scale hydro power projects shall also be allowed in the area, which will power the local 

areas only and will not have any huge impact on ecology of that area. 

Conclusion: 

 Development needs to be always continuous. But it should be in accordance to the welfare of  

people and protection of environment. 

 There is a need to find an optimum balance where economic and ecological development can be 

harmonious and one should not be at the cost of other. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/10/1-entire-stretch-gangas-tributary-bhagirathi-origin-gaumukh-uttarkashi-declared-eco-sensitive-zone-esz-government-thinking-allow-river-bed-mining/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/10/1-entire-stretch-gangas-tributary-bhagirathi-origin-gaumukh-uttarkashi-declared-eco-sensitive-zone-esz-government-thinking-allow-river-bed-mining/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/10/1-entire-stretch-gangas-tributary-bhagirathi-origin-gaumukh-uttarkashi-declared-eco-sensitive-zone-esz-government-thinking-allow-river-bed-mining/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/10/1-entire-stretch-gangas-tributary-bhagirathi-origin-gaumukh-uttarkashi-declared-eco-sensitive-zone-esz-government-thinking-allow-river-bed-mining/
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/CL1rsClnVSts6W2NRF1gKI/Govt-plans-to-tweak-rules-for-Bhagirathi-zone-along-Ganga.html


  Secure Synopsis | October - 2016 GS I 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  31 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

26. Discuss in what ways and with what consequences climate change is affecting 

Antarctica. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Antarctica situated on the South Pole and plays a significant role in balancing the heat budget of the world. 
But various studies reveals that the west Antarctica has begun to destabilize with intense unbalanced 
melting. 

Different ways in which climate change is affecting Antarctica 

 Increase global temperature- With increasing use of fossil fuels and intense human activities , the 
average temp of the earth has risen . This will result in melting of ice and thus floods in many part of 
the world. Decrease in ice cover resulting in decrease in albedo (reflective property). So more heat 
absorption. This change has resulted in Antarctic temperature rise more than global average temp 
rise (Antarctic Amplification). 

 Ozone hole depletion- Intense pollution and use of CFC has led to creation of Ozone hole above the 
Antarctic region. This will transfer UV radiations to the earth which will increase the temperature and 
increase the rate of ice melting in Antarctica.  

Consequences:-  

 Habitat destruction for Biodiversity- for Penguins in Antarctica as they are adopted to sea-ice 
conditions. Increase of sea level will also damage the coral reefs which will cause habitat destruction 
for marine animals. The continent is home to certain endemic species like the Leopard Seal, Naked 
Dragonfish which will become extinct. Loss of biodiversity will happen. But on the flip side it being the 
oldest land mass, it can serve as a research ground on basis of fossils.  

 Disturb Food chain - It will lead to extinction of Krills , which are very important to the Antarctic food 
web and this decline could threaten whales, seals and penguins all of which feed on krill. Also, 
Antarctica's toothfish are highly vulnerable to the climate change in Antarctic region 

 Change in weather / climate pattern - Melting of ice will leads to change in characteristics of ocean 
currents, which will affect the pressure system, global precipitation pattern, heat distribution and 
thus climate of the world would be changed. So, due to alteration of intensity of upper air circulation/ 
jet stream altering weather pattern will also change. 

 Pollution - Will lead to pollution of fresh water resources in Antarctica, as depletion of the already 
scarce clean water resources by getting mixed into saline(oceans). 

However the melting of ice to some extend will help in discovering mineral deposits in Antarctica which 
has a huge potential. Also helps the scientists to study the fossils in that area. But, better implementation 
of climate adaptation strategies and reduction of greenhouse gases as agreed by Kigali and Paris 
agreement is needed to reduce the vulnerability of climate change. Recently, Antarctica Circumpolar 
Expedition for climate change and pollution studies has been initiated with global partnership.  
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27. Rainfall in the Western Ghats has been steadily declining, triggering fears of a drought 

in one of the world’s most water-rich regions. What impact does declining rainfall have 

on the region? Analyse. (200 Words) 

Down to Earth 

The Western Ghats, one of India’s largest natural carbon sinks and a biodiversity hotspot, is facing a new 
threat due to changing rainfall patterns. The southwest monsoon, which accounts for 80 per cent of the 
annual rainfall in the Western Ghats, has decreased and the northeast monsoon has shot up. There is loss 
of tree cover, reduction in area under paddy cultivation and unregulated activities along river banks which 
have reduced water yields, whose impact in the region could be :-  

 Crop failure and food security- The deficit has resulted in drought-like conditions in the districts. 
“Farmers, whose crops were entirely rain-fed, suffered the most. Moreover Deficit rainfall in the 
Ghats is a threat to Karnataka's coffee farmers which is an important cash crop. Impact on crops like 
Paddy will increase food insecurity to feed the rising population. 

 Declining groundwater- the average groundwater level in the 11 Western Ghat districts of Karnataka 
was 11.69 m, the lowest in 10 years, which has escalated problem related to drinking water as well as 
day to day use. 

 Loss of biodiversity- It resulted into decrease in flora and fauna. Adding to this intensive human 
disturbances and proliferating natural and man-made calamities has brought huge loss property & 
species richness. Anthropogenic deforestation has exposed the animal, increase in man-animal 
conflict, culling of animals etc. it is causing loss of Endemic species of this biodiversity hotspot. For 
example- Montane grasslands in the Western Ghats are the only habitats of the endangered Nilgiri 
tahr. 

 Water sharing conflict-  It has resulted into increase in conflict over water among states sharing the 
river basin. Recent Cauvery water issue, Mahadayi river issue is evidence to that. 

 Social unrest- Scarcity of water, create social chaos, fight, anger among people. Shortage of drinking 
water has been found in many districts of Karnataka. Water scarcity for irrigation leading to crop 
failure and thus a reason for farmers suicide.  

 Loss to economy- many cash crops require water like coffee arecanut, tapioca, pepper and rubber etc 
resulted into decrease in yield hence affecting the overall export of the economy. Also, there are 
many industries, Hydroelectricity plants located in the region, which are under stress and thus 
affecting IIP and GDP. 

A paper published in 'Theoretical and applied climatology' predict further decrease in rainfall. The key to 
sustainable ecological development is to involve all indigenous communities dwelling in Western Ghats and 
adopting inherited conservation practices with better water management techniques along with 
preserving the run off rain water. Gadgil Committee report should be taken into consideration.  
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Topic: Resources; 

28. India started its Antarctic expeditions in early 1980s. What compelled India to start 

these expeditions? Analyse the role played by India in protecting its and other third 

world countries’ interests under the Antarctic Treaty. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Background: 

 India initiated the first Antartic expedition in 1981 and signed Antarctic treaty in 1983 . India build 

its first research base - Dakshin Gangotri in 1983 and Maitri base in 1990 and Bharati base in 2012. 

 Factors which compelled India to start such an expedition: 

STRATEGIC: 

 Stake in Antarctica: When other countries were trying to stake claim to Antarctica, India too joined 

in.  

 Prove capability: To undertake high order explorations, be they on the land of ice, or space. 

 INTERNATIONAL CONTROL AND COOPERATION : To demonstrate India’s (then a newly 

independent nation) aptitude in it across diverse multilateral forums 

SCIENTIFIC: 

 To better understand processes such as DEEP-SEA NODULE MINING for future economic endeavor. 

 To learn the Indian subcontinent’s geological history: India and Antarctica were once part of the 

southern part of the supercontinent Gondwanaland, and their coastlines have a shared history. 

 Study Climate Change: As a “natural laboratory”, Antarctica helps in study of phenomena such as 

CLIMATE CHANGE and pollution (for example, the ”ozone hole” is over Antarctica) 

Economic: 

 Antarctica has a huge potential of resources such as oil, gas, poly-metallic nodules, etc. This makes 

Antarctica a continent of great significant value 

 It is the only place where Indian Ocean being contacted by Antarctic waters. The mixing process 

between cold and warm water in this body of water has several biological advantages. 

Role played by India 

 By acceding to the Antarctic Treaty System (in 1983, as a Consultative Member), India took a 

proactive, Leading role in representing the third world countries in an otherwise elitist system 

 India did not allow the1988 Convention on the Regulation of Antarctic Mineral Resources Activities 

to take place  
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 India played a major role in banning of mining , waste dumping , military activities in the Antarctic 

region by signing the Antarctic-Environmental Protocol 

 In 1986 India became a member of convention on conservation of Antarctic marine living resources, 

which has helped in conservation of the valuable marine ecosystem in Antarctica. 

 For its own research programs India set up research bases in Antarctica - Gangotri , Maitri , Bharati 

 India played a major role in helping AVOID the COLONIZATION OF Antarctica (by a few, as opposed 

to opportunities for all) and its POLLUTION (due to mining, waste dumping, etc) 

Conclusion: 

 

It is the duty of the world nations to protect the Antarctic ecosystem which has a significant value in 

determining the life of our planet in the present format. 
 

Topic: Urbanisation – problems and remedies 

29. Indian cities are plagued by a plethora of communicable diseases of late. What should 

be done to prevent these diseases in our cities? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 The outbreak of communicable diseases like chikungunya, swine flu, bird flu quite regularly in our 

cities poses serious health issues.  

 Several reasons can be attributed to it like : 

 Unsustainable urbanization with little regard to hygiene 

 Growth of slums in cities 

 Poor healthcare system and abysmal coordination between various Govt. depts. And 

municipalities. 

 Improper waste management 

 Indifferent attitude among the general public towards hygiene, cleanliness and vaccination. 

The steps that need to be taken are: 

 Waste Management:  

 Primary focus should be on separating waste into biodegradable and non-biodegradable at 

source itself and then using proper techniques like biomethanation, composting so that 

wastes are not accumulated and become a health hazard. 

 Also Proper funding to municipalities and providing safety equipment to the workers 

responsible for collecting garbage. The workers must be properly educated as to how to 

dispose of waste. 

 

 Infrastructural and Institutional Support 

 Housing schemes like PMAY to prevent spread of slums which are usually unclean 

habitations and help in spread of such diseases should be promoted. 
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 Building extensive toilets with proper maintenance mechanism to stop open defecation. 

 Placing dustbins around the city and especially near slums under SBM 

 Increase in PHC and urban centre as well increase in health expenditure, mobile clinics like 

Sri Lanka model of Malaria 

 

 Thrust on Vaccination and medicine availability 

 Through several camps, govt. programs, and special attention on creating awareness about 

it. Indradhanush Mission should be expanded to more children. 

 Availability of medicines with full course like in TB-DOTS case. 

 Regular Public Health Survey 

 Govt. should conduct it regularly in short intervals to collect, analyze, and act upon the 

health information received so that focused approach to the prevalent communicable 

diseases can be taken. 

 Neighborhood  and community health workers 

 Should be recruited in larger numbers and also given disease specific training and be 

prepared for emergency outbreaks of communicable diseases. 

 Histories should be taken from patients, contacts to be identified, and the source of the disease 

should be isolated as soon as possible. 

 Standards protocols for assessment- As prescribed by World Health Organization. 

 Hygiene-Awareness programs about preparing safe food, hand wash, sanitation, clean and disinfect 

mechanism for treatment, proper management of waste. 

 Integrated Management with social mobilization and advocacy, evidence based decision making 

and capacity building. 

 Proper Utilization of funds for programs like VBD (Vector Borne disease) control. 

 External check – More Stringent checks at borders and airports 

 Public Policy:  Govt should aim to reduce poverty, manual scavenging and provide support to poor 

in proper healthcare. 

 

Conclusion: 

Prevention is better than cure. Hence Govt. should focus more on preventing the communicable diseases 

than to put efforts for its mitigation. 
 

30. With reference to Smart Cities missions, it is said that rather than an undue emphasis 

on “harnessing technology” for the betterment of citizens, the focus should be on 

inclusive urbanisation, where no one is left behind, especially the youth. Discuss. (200 

Words) 

EPW 

Background: 

The Smart cities mission seeks to create cities,that will harness the power of technology, to improve the 

lives of its citizens. But it should not deviate or dilute the focus from inclusive development as: 
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 Rapid Urbanization: technological developments alone cannot decongest the urban areas, rather 

new areas need to design in accordance with demands of increasing urban population. 

 Socio-economic developments: Inclusive urbanization would bring socio economic development 

for all. Focusing just on Technology might not benefit all sections. 

 Art & Culture: This involves emotive aspects of development which is only possible through an 

inclusive approach.  

 Education: focus should be to educate all, rather than providing technology as illiterates would not 

be able to use the technology efficiently. 

 Creating sustainable localities: reduce congestion, air pollution and resource depletion, promote 

interactions and ensure security 

 Inclusiveness: Focus on vulnerable section, giving them livelihood option, providing skill training 

under NREGA, and provide quality food and nutrition. 

 Smart Cities with their technological capitals are a necessity today in the form of earthquake 

resistant and green building, water management techniques, waste management, e- monitoring 

etc. 

 
But it needs to be augmented with an inclusive approach to develop all sections so that the benefits of the 

technology could reach all for sustainable growth. 

 

31. How would climate change affect urban poor? What needs to be done to save urban 

poor from wrath of climate change? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The variations in climatic patterns has been erratic, if anyone gets affected by it to a greater extent, it has 

to be the section of urban poor: 

It affects urban poor in form of: 

 Capital Losses: With Intense rainfall, flash floods, people who dwell in temporary housing are most 

affected. 

 Disruptions in rainfall pattern, monsoonal variations gives a tough time to those related to agro 

industry.  

 Health issues: With rainfall and water logging, the areas become a breeding ground for disease 

carrying  vectors. 

 Affects rehabilitation: Phenomenon like floods, landslides affect the people near coastal areas the 

most, their living gets affected- proper rehabilitation needs to be planned.  

 Oceanic level rises- will lead to migrations, would result in overcrowding of our cities. Employment 

opportunities should be generated so as to accommodate they not become a burden on the 

resources of the state. 
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 With variations in climate, fishing gets affected so is the people who are involved in it- Govt. should 

encourage cultivation of fishes in external environment by offering easy loans or come out with 

alternative economic options to engage them temporarily. 

Solution: 

 Cheap and accessible Housing: Programs like Indira Awas Yojana etc needs to be implemented on a 

larger scale. 

 Climate mitigation framework: a comprehensive framework to deal with uncertainties of climate 

change effects needs to be implemented. 

 Additional employment opportunities for the affected populations. 

 Arrangement for their proper displacement in case of any climate induced disaster. 

  

Conclusion: 

Climate change can’t be individually solved, we need to make our contribution in a religious manner, 

added to that effective policies from the government, we can, to a great extent, contribute towards the 

mitigation of the effect of adverse climatic condition.  
 

32. In your opinion, what measures should be taken by the government to make cities 

inclusive? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background 

 UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development, Habitat III, was held in Quito, 
Ecuador (17-20 October,2016). 

 The conference is held once in a 20 years and sets guidelines for member counters for next 20 
years. 

 The challenges of a rapidly urbanising world and of providing people with equal opportunities in 
cities were the central themes of the conference this time. 

 UN Habitat plans to review country-level progress on its New Urban Agenda in Kuala Lumpur in 
2018. 

 India’s performance on improving the quality of life in its cities will be watched. 
  
The rapid urbanisation is posing the challenges of rising urban inequality, housing and sanitation, mobility, 
and security of women, children, older people and divyang people (new name for disabled people). Due to 
dominance of services in urban areas, the divide between highly paid professionals and low-wage workers 
(majority of urban work force) is becoming wide with 'jobless growth'. These challenges become 
worrisome because 31 % India and 26 % of the workforce was urban according to Census 2011, and is 
growing daily. Therefore solution lies in finding solutions to make cities more inclusive through following 
steps:-  
  
 Affordable housing with basic amenities- Cities need subsidised redevelopment of slums (17 per 

cent of urban household live in slum- census 2011) which can be done by involving private agencies, 
and low-cost, disaster-resistant, prefabricated constructions with sanitation and drinking water 
facilities. This would be key success of governments ‘Housing for All’ policy.  
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 Security to migrants - migrants do not enjoy the benefits of PDS services, health services, credit 
facilities which  makes them vulnerable as they spent most of their earning for their basic needs. 
They should be given social security by ULBs (Aadhar, PDS,etc) 

  
 Accessibility for Divyangs – Infrastructures should be creased or modified to accommodate the 

divyangs of the society. Appropriate lift mechanisms, transport and customised vehicles should be in 
place. 'Accessible India campaign' has potential to bring in the necessary changes in this direction. 

 Security for Women– Appropriate safety and security measures should be in place for working 
women in night and also in general secure environment urban women. Installment of CCTVs, special 
women police booths, police patrolling, implementing 'Swadhar griha scheme' in all districts would 
be instrumental. 

 Building resilience to Climate change – Urban poor are vulnerable to the wrath of climate change 
due to high population density and unplanned urban development. Hence, Disaster resilient 
buildings, proper drainage system, fund for rehabilitation, Disaster preparedness and control should 
be in place to avoid situations like Chennai flood. In this direction INDC targets, NAPCC and other 
climate change mitigation initiative should be helpful. 

 Pollution free environment – Recently, WHO highlighted that India cities are in the list of top 20 
most polluted cities of the world,. Pollution not only contribute sin climate change, but it has 
immediate impact on health of urban population and their lifestyle. Improving green cover, 
improving access and outreach of public transport like metro use of cleaner technology through 
renewable energy, electric vehicles, building parks in cities as pockets of clean air is important. 'Air 
quality index' is right step for monitoring city's pollution along with 'Swacch Bharat Mission'. 

 Affordable and quality Health and Education services – Both these are fundamental to have a 
healthy population and also to reap a demographic dividend available to us. Access to quality 
education, skill training, digital literacy vocational training especially to juveniles, court evicts, school 
drop-outs. STEP, Skill India, Digital India, Udaan would provide better output at this front.  

 Encouraging social Entrepreneurship for finding out solutions unique to urban areas. It will help in 
addressing specific problems in target based manner.  

  
 Empowering ULB and improving Governance – ULBs mostly run out of resources to handle the 

challenges of their cities. In the context of 14 Finance commission, more finances and powers should 
be devolved to them for capacity building, drafting inclusive perspective plans. Digital technologies 
must be used to improve service delivery, connect with people, access to justice and remove 
information asymmetry between rich and poor, which will meet the targets of Digital India as well as 
of Smart City mission. 

 Improving Urban transportation – Public transport must be strengthened, providing alternatives 
through multimodal transports facilities like Metro, CNG buses, CNBG autos, Sub-urban trains for 
daily commutations, etc. National Urban Transport Policy could be solution to connectivity.  

 Care for Senior citizen- The old age population is increasing in India at present with 8 %, it is expected 
to increase in future. Cities need to develop Geriatrics care, old Age home, secure and clean 
environment to accommodate them.  
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As we are aspiring to become the developed country we must realise the dream of Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam of 
vision 2020 for the sustainable and inclusive growth. Merely GDP growth will not enhance the living 
standard of the country as a whole. We need to provide the basic amenities to our Indian demography to 
harness their true potential to make India the global leader. 
 

33. The UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (referred as 

“Habitat III”) held in Quito, Ecuador, has come up with a “New Urban Agenda”. Discuss 

why is this significant for India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

With the number of migrations into the cities surging up with every passing day, urban planning becomes 
an important component for the overall development of our cities. In the wake of that UN's HABITAT III , 
carries great significance for India: 

 India lacked a specific urban policy framework. The NUA adopted, gives a chance to us to invest time, 
energy in planning our cities so that they create jobs, reduce inequalities, offer a quality life for our 
people. 

 The NUA proposes of the concept of interlink ages- the one that was primarily missing in our country. 
For example, opening up of industries, we didn't take other associated factors into consideration. The 
NUA would tries to address that. Every projects would be interlinked, like opening up factories, its 
impact on environment, local market etc. 

 NUA is a mixed bag of many ideas taken from the success of different countries, it gives us a chance 
to incorporate those into our policies. 

 The proportion of the number of Urban Planners in our country isn't that significant. We lack human 
resources. The NUA gives us a framework, which may help us to overcome that problem to a great 
extent. 

 This would encourage us to strengthen our local government, for example giving mayors a bigger role 
in planning, make us think of different ways to attract private investment. 

 Adopting a frame work- the one that would be followed by a number of countries would in a be a 
source of motivation and encourage us to do our best- when we see others performing greatly, 
knowledge transfers can very well happen inter countries. 

The agenda not being binding, its effectiveness may be questioned. But, its high time when all countries 
plan in unison and try making our cities a better place to live in; the ones that would be sustainable, 
inclusive and resilient, meeting SDG and INDC goals. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/25/1-un-conference-housing-sustainable-urban-development-referred-habitat-iii-held-quito-ecuador-come-new-urban-agenda-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/25/1-un-conference-housing-sustainable-urban-development-referred-habitat-iii-held-quito-ecuador-come-new-urban-agenda-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/10/25/1-un-conference-housing-sustainable-urban-development-referred-habitat-iii-held-quito-ecuador-come-new-urban-agenda-discuss/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/6HlHi5nTPDPyIF0lxZNSoK/The-relevance-of-the-New-Urban-Agenda.html

	Table of Contents
	Topic: Indian culture
	1. Do you think courses in yoga and Indian culture should mandatorily be introduced in all schools, colleges and universities across India? Critically comment. (200 Words)

	Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present- significant events, personalities, issues
	2. In recent years, there is a growing anger against Mahatma Gandhi in Africa. Critically examine the reasons. (200 Words)
	3. Critically discuss ideology of Hindu Revivalism, Purification and idea of Varna System as proposed and practised by Dayanand Saraswati, Savarkar and Deendayal Updhaya. (200 Words)
	4. Discuss the objectives and significance of the Punnapra-Vayalar revolt of 1946. (200 Words)

	Topic: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country.
	5. In the context changing definition of nationalism, federalism and growth of regionalism, examine what role can civil society play in understanding and addressing the Kashmir issue. (200 Words)
	6. In the light of India’s surgical strikes along the Line of Control, will dropping the policy of strategic restraint work towards taking a step forward or will it ignite another spiral of violence and retribution in Kashmir? Critically examine. (200...

	Topic: History of the world
	7. It is said that the USA and Russia have returned to Cold War tensions. Analyse the causes. Do you think Russia is powerful enough to face US in its geopolitical struggles? Comment. (200 Words)

	Topic: Salient features of Indian Society;
	8. Should the Supreme Court delegitimise and completely ban polygyny in India for not being in consonance with the Koranic procedure? Critically comment. (200 Words)

	Topic: Communalism, regionalism & secularism.
	9. Scholars argue that Sufism as a philosophy could eliminate terrorism, curb religious fanaticism and stop communal violence. Examine why. (200 Words)

	Topic: Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect on the society.
	10. Critically analyse the interrelationship between rise of nationalism and economic growth. (200 Words)

	Topic: Social empowerment; Poverty and developmental issues
	11. According to the latest Global Hunger Index, India has a ‘serious’ hunger problem with 15.2% of its citizens undernourished and 38.7% of under-five children stunted. Critically examine causes and importance of this finding for India. (200 Words)
	12. “Dalit politics cannot move forward unless it is willing to articulate the material aspirations of the dispossessed. Similarly, Left politics has no future unless it recognises that annihilation of caste is vital for any progressive politics.” Cri...
	13. Should the Supreme Court pronounce on an issue of personal law and uniform civil code? Also critically comment how personal laws are affecting gender justice and rights of women in India. (200 Words)
	14. A quarter century after the recommendations of the Mandal Commission and more than half a century after the Indian Constitution mandated reservations for SCs and Scheduled Tribes (STs or Adivasis), caste inequality and caste-based reservations con...
	15. Are judicial pronouncements on the issue of triple talaq in India liberal and favourable to women compared to practice of triple talaq in Islamic countries? Critically examine. (200 Words)
	16. Does free market help in empowerment of oppressed group such as Dalits? Is it happening in India? If yes, what are its consequences? Critically examine. (200 Words)
	17. Discuss how renewable energies such as solar energy can address poverty and other developmental problems. (200 Words)
	18. Should government consider the demand for reservations by Marathas, Jats and Patidars seriously? Critically comment. (200 Words)

	Topic: Role of women and women’s organization
	19. Critically comment on the role of Mahila Panchayats in acting as an alternative fora to formal justice system in addressing various issues faced by women in India. (200 Words)
	20. Discuss the role of women in strengthening climate change action. (200 Words)
	21. The effectiveness of reservation for women in positions at elected Panchayats has political and social implications. Do you think that mandated representation is a sufficient condition for women’s political empowerment? Critically examine. (200 Wo...

	Topic: Population and associated issues,
	22. “The social consequences of China’s one child policy  have been severe, repercussions of which will reverberate for generations to come. This is a lesson for India that it should be warned once more of such coercive measures and their impacts.” Di...
	23. According to the United Nations Population Division, India will host 48 million seniors over the age of 80 and 324 million citizens above 60 in 2050. Discuss implications of increasing population of elderly people for India. Do you think doing awa...

	Topic: Effect of globalisation on Indian society
	24. Analyse how globalisation, liberalisation and increasing penetration of internet is transforming lives and structures of middle class families in the Indian society.  (200 Words)

	Topic: Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes.
	25. The entire stretch of the Ganga’s tributary Bhagirathi from its origin at Gaumukh to Uttarkashi is declared as an eco-sensitive zone (ESZ). Government is thinking to allow river bed mining  in this stretch. What is river bed mining? Will it impact...
	26. Discuss in what ways and with what consequences climate change is affecting Antarctica. (200 Words)
	27. Rainfall in the Western Ghats has been steadily declining, triggering fears of a drought in one of the world’s most water-rich regions. What impact does declining rainfall have on the region? Analyse. (200 Words)

	Topic: Resources;
	28. India started its Antarctic expeditions in early 1980s. What compelled India to start these expeditions? Analyse the role played by India in protecting its and other third world countries’ interests under the Antarctic Treaty. (200 Words)

	Topic: Urbanisation – problems and remedies
	29. Indian cities are plagued by a plethora of communicable diseases of late. What should be done to prevent these diseases in our cities? Discuss. (200 Words)
	30. With reference to Smart Cities missions, it is said that rather than an undue emphasis on “harnessing technology” for the betterment of citizens, the focus should be on inclusive urbanisation, where no one is left behind, especially the youth. Dis...
	31. How would climate change affect urban poor? What needs to be done to save urban poor from wrath of climate change? Discuss. (200 Words)
	32. In your opinion, what measures should be taken by the government to make cities inclusive? Discuss. (200 Words)
	33. The UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (referred as “Habitat III”) held in Quito, Ecuador, has come up with a “New Urban Agenda”. Discuss why is this significant for India. (200 Words)


