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Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 

from ancient to modern times. 

Q) The recently excavated, Harappan site, named 4MSR, near Binjor village in Suratgarh 

district of Rajasthan is believed to be 5,000 years old. Examine the important features and 

significance of this site.  (200 Words) 

  
Recent sites discovered shows the various stages of the Early Harappan and Mature 
Harappan periods. Mud-brick structures to house multipurpose workshops-cum-residential 
quarters were found there. 

Important Features of Site are: 

1. Dissimilarities & Uniqueness: In contrast to other Harappa sites this does not have 
fortification, no street cuttings at right angle, no warehouse, no citadel no middle town  

2. Trappings of a small, rural industrial production centre: a factory site with multipurpose 
workshops 

3. Rare artefact: unearthed from one of the trenches was a copper stylus with a thin gold 
foil wrapped around one end of it 

4. Beads in different shapes: carnelian, lapis lazuli, jasper, agate, steatite and amazonite in 
workshops.  

5. Bangles and rings: were made out of seashells and terracotta 

6. Pottery: S-shaped jars, perforated jars, storage pots, goblets, beakers, and black and 
redware 

7. Steatite pendant: appears to be a token and may not been found anywhere so far 

Significance: 

GS I 
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1. Understanding urbanization: to understand the process of urbanisation at that time and 
complete picture of the Harappan period including small settlements to understand the 
intricacies 

2. Discovery of a cluster of eight weights: only site that have so many shell weight uis 
Dholavira 

3. Trade Understanding: The weights, small and big, made from chert stone and seashells 
bear testimony to the long-distance trade links of the Harappans  

4. Eight layers shows flood: would give hints about reasons which led to extinction of 
Harappen Civilization 

Its findings would change our understanding significantly about Harappan culture from new 
perspective and also give us picture about small settlements, diversities of sites and reasons 
of destruction. 
 
  

Q) Megaliths are the most strikingly common features of prehistoric cultures, from the icy 

fjords of Norway to the tropical plains of Tamil Nadu. Examine the features and 

cultural significance of megaliths in India. (200 Words) 

  
Livemint 
  
Megaliths are earliest surviving man made monuments. Megaliths are massive stone 
structures built over a long period of history from Mesolithic to iron age in India. 

Features and Significance - 

1. Burial practices - Megaliths were constructed either as burial sites or commemorative 
(non-sepulchral) memorials. This helps identify various communities and contact between 
them by comparing burial practices. 

2. Socio-religious beliefs - Goods of daily use have been found in megaliths used as graves. 
This reflects the belief of megalith people in life after death and belief in existence of soul.  

3. Economic life - Goods related to hunting are found more as compared to agriculture. This 
signifies the fact that megalith people were hunter gatherers and did not practice advanced 
agriculture. Evidences of seeds of rice, wheat, millet, Barley, Pea etc. have been found in 
Megaliths. 

4. Polity - Fact that megalith construction required efforts of a group of people points 
towards an organized polity. Also these were not built for commoners. They signify the 
emergence of a ruling class. 

http://www.livemint.com/Sundayapp/ah8MlN3mwHQjIpmBZBhcXJ/Exploring-Indias-megalithic-culture-a-riddle-set-in-stone.html
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5. Technology: Archaeological evidence shows that megalith culture people were efficient 
in iron tools making, pottery making, rock art and woodcraft. 

6. Geographical spread – Megaliths are spread across the Indian subcontinent, though 
majority of them are found in peninsular India. It shows the extent of occupation of Indian 
landmass during that time  

7. Megaliths find mention in Sangam literature and Buddhist work Manimeklai. 

Apart from these, similar structures have been found from all over the world. This points to 
significant similarity in the evolutionary process of different civilizations. Gond tribe of 
central India and khasi tribes of Meghalaya follow megalithic cultural practices even today. 
  

Q) Fatehpur Sikri, the city that Akbar built and made his capital, is considered as an 

architectural marvel of medieval India. Discuss its architecture and historical importance. 

(200 Words) 

  
Frontline 
  
Fathepur sikri known for its Architecture and planning, is located near Agra and is built by 
Akbar in 1571 and it served as capital to Akbar for nearly 14 years. Here we can see the 
amalgamation of Indian style of Architecture and Islamic style of Architecture in to Indo-
Islamic architecture. The monuments in the Fatehpur sikri were entirely built by Akbar. It 
was one of the site that was inscribed in UNESCO world heritage list. 
  
Its importance :-  
  
 The major part of the building was constructed with locally available materials 

especially Red sandstone.  
 Both Arcuate style( Islamic style) and Trebeated style( Hindu style) synthesized here in 

to Indo Islamic architecture. In some of the monuments, local Hindu architecture has 
been incorporated, particularly palaces of his Hindu wives. For example Jodhabai's 
palace was built in pure Gujarati & Rajasthani style. Some monuments of Akbar at 
Fatehpur look like Buddhist monuments particularly Panchmahal. So these monuments 
show the religious tolerance of Akbar. 

 Majority of the monuments constructed here are very gigantic in size and for example 
buland darwaja which was built to commemorate his victory over Gujarat is biggest 
gateway in the world. It is a gateway to Jama masjid and darwaja is a part of the 
Mosque Architecture. 

 Akbar built Jama masjid at Fatehpur sikri and in the courtyard of jama masjid there is 
tomb of Sheikh Salim Chisti. Entire monuments of Akbar were built in Red sand stone 
except this Salim Chisti's tomb. It was built in white marble.  

  

http://www.frontline.in/arts-and-culture/the-mystique-of-fatehpur-sikri/article8755640.ece?homepage=true
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Lessons from it can be learnt for smart city project as it was the first planned city of the 
Mughals. Apart from this secular buildings like ''ibadat-khana'', liberal policies of 'sulh-e-
khul' and patronage to indigenous art and literature found here point towards a 
harmonious life that can be lived in a multi-religious place like India. 
  
Contrary to the popular belief that the city was abandoned due to water scarcity, some 
historians say that Akbar shifted his position to Lahore in order to defeat Afghan army. 
  

Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues 

Q) After the emergence of independent India and the People’s Republic of China, Delhi and 

Beijing claimed a very special brotherhood. Why did relations between two countries sour 

afterwards? Do you think India is still stuck in 1962 war mindset vis a vis China? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

  
India was the first country to recognize the new People's Republic of China in 1950. 
Thereafter, it also accepted Chinese occupation of Tibet in 1955 and agreed on Non-
Alignment principle and Panch-Sheel (5 principles of peaceful co-existence). PM Nehru 
believed in similar goals of the Asian countries against imperialism, poverty etc. 

However, in late 1950s relationship between the two countries flip-flopped. Reasons for it 
were: 

~ Refugee of Dalai Lama in India who was against Chinese aggression in Tibet. 

~ Unclear border line in NEFA and Askai Chin region. 

~ China viewing itself as a stronger power and need for its recognition in the global world. 

~ India's policy of appeasement to China did not work. As Winston Churchill famously said: 
“An appeaser is one who feeds a crocodile hoping it will eat him last”. 

~ China's pro-Pakistan stand and string of pearls strategy. 

So when Chinese army attacked India in the border region it was clear that China followed 
the 5 principles of peaceful coexistence, which included non-aggression and respect for 
other countries' sovereignty, only in letter and not in spirit. It resulted in 'China factor' 
looming over India at all times, which also meant increased defense spending. 

The border dispute is still not resolved with China and relations are complex/difficult. There 
is still a trust deficit vis a vis China in Indian camps. However, instead of 'confrontation 
mode' with China 'cooperation mode' is desired. China is India's largest trading partner and 
there are various initiatives, sectors, issues, opportunities, infrastructure and agendas on 
which relations can be built further like AIIB, One Belt One Road etc. India should not 
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believe that China does not want India's rise as otherwise hostility will develop. India should 
clearly state its interests and resolve conflict issues through dialogue. 
  

Q) Critically analyse the nature of ongoing separatist movement in Kashmir valley. Do you 

think India is to blame for the ongoing unrest in the Valley? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

  
The recent killing of Hizab-ul-Mujahideen commander by security forces have started a new 
generation of protest in the valley with young men and women taking the fight with army 
directly on street.Pitched battle have started in turning it more into a mass display of anger 
rather than grief.Death of so many civilian with many loosing their vision shows clear failure 
of Army to manage the situation. 

As Kashmir boils over the killing,it is the leaderless crowd and the new ideal of 'Azadi 
Struggle' and hero's funeral with massive participation is the worrying factor. But the 
problem is self grown due to non-inclusive approach of Government and the armed forces  

1.Brutal repression of the protest,time and again and disproportionate use of force fuel 
another cycle of protest 

2.No Care as been taken to keep the causalities low using less lethal weapons as the 
protests were more of political mobilization 

3.With us-against us approach without much emphasis on the inclusion of the disillusioned 
youth in the mainstream or patient listing to the plight 

4.Center's insistence on keeping AFSPA and continuing human right violations 

5.No serious political initiative or multi party discussion involving the separatist recently to 
find views or suggest ways to address the problem 

Appeal for calm have been made by leaders from all front but until this will be supported by 
strong political conversation with Kashmiri youths,listening to their plights and arguments 
patiently and countering or resolving it,real peace is more of an mirage which will keep on 
surfacing time and again 
  

Topic: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country 

Q) Critically analyse the working of democracy in India since independence. (200 Words) 

  
Working of democracy in India can be analysed on two fronts: institutional and substantive. 
While institutional democracy refers to the working of institutions of democracy such as 
elections, legislatures, etc. The substantive parts refers to development of marginalised 
sections. 

India fares quite well on the institutional front of democracy. There have been peaceful 
transfer of power after elections, elections have been held in free and fair manner, and 
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reforms are introduced from time to time. Yet the issue of use of muscle and money power, 
enticing the voters via free doles, poor productivity of legislature and declining moral are 
some of the challenges that require immediate attention. 

On the substantive front of democracy the result has been mixed. Though India has been 
able to: 

1. lift a considerable quantum of rising population out of poverty(from 50 percent to 25 
percent),  

2. lower social evils untouchability, child marriage, etc 

3. improve employment rates.  

4. achieve 100 percent primary enrollment.  

5. improve maternal mortality and infant mortality rates. 

Yet India continues to face caste based discrimination, unrest and militancy in Kashmir and 
North East, poor access to health care, formal jobs, and higher education, child 
employment etc. 

Thus it can be said that while Indian democracy is largely a success, it continues to face 
some grave challenges that need to tackled in fast and effective manner. This only will 
ensure full success of democracy in meeting inclusive and sustainable development. 
  

Q) Do you support the call for creation of ‘akhand Bharat’ or the unification of India and 

Pakistan even with force? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

  
Indian and Pakistan share a common history and were born from same great wonder that 
was India. But ever since the two nations won their independence they have drifted in 
opposite direction in almost all senses. Muslim League had fought for Pakistan on 
communal lines and so was born an Islamic state, while India was born as a secular state. As 
much as the demand of 'Akhand Bharat ' is ridiculous as it sounds it is also infeasible in all 
possibilities. This is because of the following reasons- 

1)India is not guided by expansionist principles. It has never started an unprovoked war 
against a country and it never would. 

2)Pakistan is a sovereign nation and India respect the rights of sovereignty of all nations and 
believes in non-interference in internal affairs of all countries. 

3)Pakistan is a terribly unstable state due to it being a breeding ground for Islamic 
Fundamentalist forces since a long time.These forces have been bred for the very 
destruction of Indian state. Inclusion of Pakistan in India would directly expose India to 
these force and possible wreck the country. 
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4)Economy of the country will also suffer a serious setback and the nation would fall into 
terrible crisis. 

5)The combined population of the two nations would be more than 1.5 billion.This would 
put tremendous pressure on the resources of the nation. 

6)It could also lead to a reversal to the situation of pre-independent times when there were 
bloody riots in the name of religion and the authorities were not be able to control them. 

7)Pakistan in itself is a fragile state with its national unity preserved on the sole basis of 
countering India at each step and the Kashmir issue in particular. Post unification this fragile 
state could undergo balkanization in itself and again cause instability. 

As much as people from both the sides are pained by the loss of partition and regret it,we 
have come way far from the situation when we could go back to it. As for the idea of 
'Akhand Bharat', it has been given birth to by solely majoritarian mindset and should not be 
promoted at any cost. 
  

Q) “…the issue in the Kashmir Valley is not about land but about people.” Critically comment. 

(200 Words) 

  
Kashmir is a unique land for India, which can be acknowledged in Article 370 of the Indian 
Constitution. There are two standpoints on the definition of Kashmir. One from the point of 
view that it is a land acquired by the territory of India and, second that it is the people of 
Kashmir who holds the history and culture of the valley; and here is where the unrest lies, 
some of the reasons of which are:- 

1) Overpowering presence of security forces which culminates the sense of threat among 
people than the sense of protection. 

2) Draconian Law like AFSPA which gives right to kill with impunity makes people feel 
oppressive, humiliating and which is unacceptable. 

3) Lack of infrastructure and lack of education, with other facilities exposes the youth to get 
infected by the unwanted elements. 

4) High censorship detach the youth with the right information due to which they get easily 
misguided. 

5) Political intervention which is highly ambitious focusing on the territory rather than being 
people friendly. 

So to curb the problem of Kashmir we need to check such menaces like:- 

1) Controlling the overpowering security personnel and laws like AFSPA to help people 
gather sense of security. 
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2) Limited censorship to make youth feel connected with the rest of India. 

3) Increase in education and better infrastructure. 

4) More interactive sessions with the localities, knowing their grievances. 

5) Building trust in the people and make them believe that they are the part of India; 
carving the sense of unity and togetherness. 

It is not said that the ambition towards the land should be totally discarded but it certainly 
cannot be superior than the sentiments and emotions of the people of Kashmir and it 
cannot be overlooked. The balance between the two are highly needed to attain the 
objective and to maintain peace in the valley. 

  
  
  

Topic:History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, 

world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization, political 

philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect on the society 

Q) Since the end of the Cold War, NATO has expanded at an aggressive pace. Examine reasons 

behind its expansion and its impact on peace in Europe in recent years. (200 Words) 

  
Frontline 
  
NATO has added many new members, since the end of cold war. Most of the new member 
states are from central, Yugoslavia and eastern Europe including the former members of 
Warsaw pact. 

Reasons for NATO expansion: 

1. Dissolution of Soviet Union- collapse of USSR gave opportunities for new member states 
to came out of Warsaw pact and join more reliable, trusted NATO. 

2. Breakup of Yugoslavia- Due to economic, political crisis and rise of nationalism Yugoslavia 
divided into six more republican states thus weakening the communism. This made later 
members to have a chances of making into NATO membership. 

3. Failure of UNSC and Success of NATO- Due to lack of reforms UNSC has failed to maintain 
its strong presence over the world where as success of NATO operation in afghan, middle 
east made it a favourable option. 

4. Steady and increasing threats- Russian Military presence in Nordic countries and over the 
Baltic sea, Ukrainian crisis and threats from North Korean missile programs. 

http://www.frontline.in/world-affairs/looming-tension/article8756319.ece?homepage=true
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NATO is keen on expanding its presence globally through membership, Individual 
Partnership Action Plan, Partnership for peace and global partners. 

Impacts of NATO expansion in Europe : 

1.Russia continues to oppose further expansion of NATO and see it as continuation of cold 
war and attempt to surround and isolate Russia. 

2. arm race- NATO is steadily increasing the transfer of its defence system to countries that 
are bordering with Russia, this made Russian response of building nuclear capable short 
range missile closer to European borders. 

3.Large scale migration of people- As NATO is actively participated in war torn nation Syria 
and middle east escalating the large scale migration of people and inviting threats to peace 
and increased terror attacks. 
  

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies 

Q) “Since 1991, socialist-era thinking has been steadily discarded in a growing number of 

areas such as foreign policy, but it remains firmly embedded in how Indian cities are 

planned.” Do you agree? Discuss if socialist-era thinking is good or bad for our cities. (200 

Words) 

  
Since,India's independence in 1947,it evolved as a socialist state guided by Nehruvian 
thought. State sought to work as machinery to provide welfare and secure rights of the 
poor. The closed economy came henceforth. With the opening up of 1991,trends changed. 
So is the need to be done with respect to planning of indian cities. The cities of the past like 
Delhi and Chandigarh have been designed in tightly ordered arrangement leaving little 
scope and thought for rearrangement as in contrast to modern cities like Singapore or Hong 
Kong. The is need to bring flexibility into this nature of indian cities due to the following 
reasons: 

1) There should be a scope for replanning and reorganising. 

2) If there is flexibility in design the expansion issue can be incorporated easily. 

3)Urban Sprawls could be controlled successfully. 

4) The issue of slum areas springing up in metropolitan cities could be dealt with by 
providing adequate spaces within the cities giving cheap housing to the poor. 

5) With changing times,new entertainment and education.centres could be accommodated 
within the city without any need to build them in the suburbs. 

6)Fresh ideas would lead to effective changes in urban infrastructure giving a boost to a 
city's international image as a symbol of evolution. 
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Q) Critically comment on the role of private sector in India’s smart city project. (200 Words) 

  
Smart City is a concept formulated by private sector companies in the brink of 2008 
economic crisis.The concept was well endorsed by countries like China,S.Korea,UAE,Austria 
etc which led to the creation of wonderful cities like songdo,Vienna,International Business 
District,Masdar city and many more.India also aims to emulate the success of those 
countries through its smart city programme by making 100 cities sustainable and citizen 
friendly with the help of smart solutions.Private sector will play a huge role in smart city 
programme . 

smart city market in India will require private players(both foreign and local) to invest in 
various sectors like health, education, governance,energy,environment,mobility,ICT etc as 
innovations in technology requires research and research ultimately requires money. 
Government allocation for this programme is close to $15 billion which is insufficient for 
making of 100 smart cities.Hence a Special Purpose Vehicle(SPV) has been proposed in 
which state government,Urban Local Bodies(ULBs) and private sectors will be share 
holders.As the share of Private sector increases in SPV it lead to privatization of 
governance.Smart City Guidelines clearly states that government funding will be mainly for 
creating market for ICT which itself shows priority for private sector. 

Many famous smart cities already had a good infrastructure and support many smart 
solutions which helps in smart living.India is giving more importance to layering of data 
capture devices over existing infrastructure ie ICT solutions than making a better 
infrastructure.More priorities for foreign investors and local business giants than citizen 
participation will lead to creation of only small pockets of developed areas in big cities 
which only serves as a revenue source for private players.A wide range of smart solutions 
like normalization of bio-metric control,Face recognition Technology etc requires private 
sectors to be responsible otherwise democratic aspirations of citizens will be at stake.Smart 
cities are nothing but privatization in the making. 
  

Q) Discuss the relationship between Digital India Mission, Smart City Mission and Sustainable 

Cities goal. (200 Words) 

  
The Indian Express 
  

The SDGs has a wide and holistic development model to embrace India’s urban challenges. 
Digital India platform to connect the dots between smart cities and the SDGs in following 
ways: 

1. Access to universal public services: using digital platforms and citizen awareness to 
improve infrastructure planning, management and services 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/uCvfTB3eGiO2XoSn2IYfuN/How-can-we-enable-smart-and-sustainable-cities.html


  |   

© www.InsightsIAS.com 13 © www.InsightsonIndia.com 

2. Skill development: informal and formal labour markets by better digital matching of skills 
with work opportunities, wages and social protection 

3. Digital Land reforms: to greater access to land, reduced speculation, increased tenure 
security and, hence, more affordable housing 

4. JAM (Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile) and moving to digital cash, lowering transaction costs 
and greater productivity of informal and formal enterprises while implementing Smart city 
and SDG goals 

Other relationship between them are given below: 

1. Sustainable development Goals: All three mission are focused towards sustainable 
development to “make cities inclusive, safe, resilient, environment friendly and 
sustainable” and which would ultimately help to achieve Sustainable Development Goals 
outcomes by 2030 

2. Integrate Mega Missions: a complementary where one strengthens the other to support 
goal of each other by sharing core part of each other 

3. Technical Innovation: These mega mission need innovative technology for smart 
urbanization. The Digital India mission is a missing link that could help connect the Smart 
Cities mission and sustainable Cities eKranti, digilocker 

4. Subsidies: All are supported by Government subsidies to provide impetus to economic 
growth  

5. Employment opportunities: Large amount of employment will be create to successfully 
implement these schemes 

6. Smart city governance: need to be linked between missions which implies putting the 
citizen at the heart of the process of change, reforming and strengthening city and state 
government institutions and re-imagining local finances and decentralization 

The challenge are major to but the smartness of process would help to overcome 
implementation and achieving objectives of missions. 
  

Q) Suggest sustainable solutions to bring cleanliness to Indian cities. (200 Words) 

  
Growth in population, smart cities and urbanization poses changes of waste disposal which 
amounts to land area equal to Hyderabad, Mumbai and Chennai put together. 

Solutions: 

1. Solid waste management: Segregating your garbage at the household level can make a 
key difference 



  |   

© www.InsightsIAS.com 14 © www.InsightsonIndia.com 

2. Manures generation: e.g. NIMBY makes following best practices such as composting and 
sold back to residents 

3. Community based waste plants: e.g. biogas plats especially in rural areas benefit would 
be three fold first clean and cheap gas, second organic manures for agriculture and third 
benefit small farmers e.g. need to learn from cities like Alleppey, Mysuru, Panaji models 

4. Innovative municipal contracts: payment based on quantum of waste processed and 
recycled instead of quantity collected 

5. Policy for waste pickers: Waste pickers and Informal sector can play important role if 
they are being promoted by better incentives based Government policies 

6. Awareness program: All India level aware program and making waste pickers as army of 
Swatch Bharat mission to educate society about benefits and need of waste management 

7. Green Tax and cess: Indian Govt already implemented to use money for clean 
environment and afforestation 

Swatch Bharat mission should incorporate indigenous innovative solutions along with 
technological and commercial waste management techniques 
  
  
  

Q) “Using emerging trends in information technology and data collection, cities can 

implement decentralized governance systems to ramp up urban water infrastructure.” 

Examine how. (200 Words) 

  
Livemint 
  
Water infrastructure should be as per geography, socio-economic situation of a city. So, 
decentralised water governance is a good idea in the backdrop of water scarcity, poor 
rainfall and inadequate storage facilities. Decentralised water governance implies water 
management by local communities and here ICT can play role efficient water utilisation 
through :-  

1) Real time data dissemination  

- universal piped supply water metering is the first thing to be done and data can be 
collected at local level with public display on periodic basis making the residents aware of 
the current water usage to enable them optimise the utilisation 

- Ground water metering: More than 4lakh borewells operate only in Bangalore city. 
Ground water is also a public resource and this should also be metered to enable equitable 
sharing of resource 

http://www.livemint.com/Specials/WssMDAK1tCghcqy9eKrLLN/Water-and-cities-Information-innovation-and-implementation.html
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2) Quantifying sources of water in a locality 

- Mapping and quantification of all kind of water sources, from where water needs are 
fulfilled and their shares in total consumption  

-treated waste water, rainwater harvest, ground water, surface water supply should be 
quantified so that residents of the locality know the extent of water scarcity in case one 
resource has not performed well 

3) Decentralised agencies and coordination among them 

- ward wise responsibilities can be fixed and appropriate infrastructure can be provided, for 
ex- quality of treated wastewater, changes in regular water supply being made public on 
real time 

- interactive app can be used for more public coordination to ease data dissemination 

Local participation augmented with Information Technology led communication revolution 
can go a long way in creation and management of water infrastructure . It has lesser cost 
than a centralised water governance system. It is oriented according to the local needs so 
further lesser cost with more accountable and transparent mechanism.  
  

Q) Recently a government release stated that the ministry of urban development 

has directed state governments to convert census towns to urban local bodies to allow for 

planned development and efficient service provision. Discuss the importance of this 

directive. (200 Words) 

  
Census towns are areas that are governed by village panchayats but are recognized by the 
census of India as being urban. 

Importance: 

1. Solve host of problems—from misallocation of resources to unsafe development of 
densely populated clusters 

2. Inclusive economic growth: Much of India has long left her villages and urbanization will 
play important role in economic development 

3. Urbanization: Change definition of urban area and there may not be any panchayat left 
in the state E.g. Kerala 

4. Allocation of funds: As per Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT), 50 per cent weightage is given to the number of statutory towns in any State/UT 
in allocation of funds 

Way forward: 
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1. Devoid of Funds: after converting rural areas stem out of perceived advantages access to 
funding through rural development schemes which needs to be tackled 

2. Need Consistence Census definition align with global standards: the census definition, 
India is 31% urban if we apply Mexico’s definition, India is 65% urban, by Ghana system its 
47% 

Much focus should be on development and poverty alleviation policies implementation 
instead of categorization which can be done progressively in a series of many steps that 
required to address the lacunae in the current rural-urban categorization system. 
  
  

Topic: Social empowerment; Poverty and developmental issues 

Q) Examine the impact of economic reforms on poverty and inequality in India. (200 Words) 

  
The economic reforms post 1991 was not complemented by the other factor, economic 
governance so as to ensure equal growth across the various sectors of Indian economy and 
strata of Indian people in terms of economy making the economy witness jobless, 
inequitable growth. 

>Impact on poverty: 

Poverty has seen a drastic fall to the tune of around 14% between 1993-94 to 2011-12. 
Upon close examination of official data, it becomes clear that the growth pace was more in 
2000s as compared with 1990s. Perhaps the reason for the same is that many other 
measures that supplemented the economic growth like MNREGA were in operation at this 
period. 

>Impact on inequality:  

Post liberalisation, there was more focus on assuring investor confidence for which the 
fiscal deficit ought to be well within limits and the climate for investment to be conducive. 
Socialist mind set thus far was to spontaneously change to pro-market. This saw an 
illustration of Karl Marx’s “Primitive Capital accumulation” wherein there was displacement 
of poor from their places which made them inevitably lose the opportunity to grow out of 
their livelihood option that they inherited. The job growth has seen only marginal increase 
of 0.2% in the period of great economic growth indicates this. If we go by Gini index 
pertaining to consumption the inequality is starker as compared with that we obtain 
pertaining to income, another fact that reinforces the above claim. 

Thus poverty has been reduced in absolute terms but not in equitable terms making 
inequality much deeper. India has to rein in over the income disparity to begin with. To this 
end, first move must be to increase the tax to GDP ratio and create more jobs, skill India 
soon before the demographic dividend opportunity window closes. This will in the long run 
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make the people self-efficient and hence prosper by their own efforts taking advantage of 
open economy. 
  

Q) It is found that the JAM trinity is empowering women in India across states. Examine how. 

(200 Words) 

  
Recent JAM trinity study shows positive impact along with Mudra loan on women 
empowerment. Several factors has contributed in making a successful: 

1. Mudra loans: enabling traction across JAM allowing them to have better access to credit 
primarily in the shishu category of loans 

2. Institutional credit in rural areas: Jan Dhan accounts allowing them better access to 
resources Boost women entrepreneurs: Loans for activities like buying trucks, cars for 
passenger and freight transport which is boosting their need for an efficient transport 
infrastructure 

3. SHG: JAM promoted linkage with SHG which has boosted women self-esteem, enlarging 
their decision-making power 

4. Women benefitted from MGNREGA: would have money in their Jan Dhan accounts 
directly and give more power to use it for family needs when needed 

5. Women specially in Urban India and southern states shown significant activity via Mobile 
in availing benefits with more inward remittances, irrespective of gender, and concomitant 
cash withdrawals 

6. Empowering women in rural: Mostly activities were related to grocery and kirana stores, 
retail shops and even public utility services 

More such initiatives for investing in women’s capabilities like developing women 
entrepreneurs database as research shows it results in the well-being of the family, 
especially children. 
  

Q) A paper published in the journal Science, suggests it is possible to gradually and 

successfully bring individuals out of extreme poverty by combining multiple approaches into 

one comprehensive livelihoods programme, also called the ‘graduation approach’. Discuss 

how this approach can be used in India to address poverty. (200 Words) 

  
The major drawback of the poverty alleviation programs is that there is no clear 
demarcation among different classes of poor viz. ultra-poor, extremely poor and 
moderately poor. The graduation approach is based on the principal of combining multiple 
approaches into one comprehensive livelihood program by gradually bring individuals out 
of extreme poverty. 
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Following in the footsteps of graduation approach, Grameen Swarozgar Yojana is 
introduced in India with the aim to mitigate poverty using scientific data. The aims are: 

1. Identifying poor: Identification of the target group using SECC data and community 
surveys. 

2. Generate self-employment: by providing government support to agencies which vows to 
generate self-employment opportunities specific to cater the needs of ultra-poor, 
extremely poor and moderately poor without excluding any group. 

3. Savings: Providing support for savings to the poor would help in asset generation. 

4. Technical skill training: would help in skill generation and creating human resource 
thereby equipping the poor with tools to mitigate poverty. 

5. Direct help: through in kind support for consumption needs and providing assets like 
livestock as immediate steps for short term relief. 

The poverty in India exists in a complex form. Approaching the problem in one dimension 
have not been very successful. Hence, a comprehensive approach like graduation approach 
might be helpful given it's success rate. Like any statistical study, it should be dynamic in 
nature by amending the approach regularly with the follow up data. 
  

Q) There is increasing concern about women’s safety in cities over the past few years. How 

can technology be used to ensure safety of women in cities? Examine. (200 Words) 

  
There has been increase in concerns about women’s safety, fear of outside violence, 
freedom to exert their right as citizens of the city- freedom to move, study, work, and 
leisure. 

Technology can help in following ways: 

1. Digital India: can act as bridge to fill gaps of Smart City Mission by providing technical 
solution to problems  

2. Mobile apps: Several app launched to help women in distress and in emergency to locate 
them via GPS and help e.g. Himmat app in delhi, Raksha, smart 24x7 supported by various 
states, Safetipin for safety score of area, SOS button 

3. Social media applications for complaints, their tracking, Awareness through SMS, Twitter 
Samwad 

4. Digital literacy and online classes: So they can know their rights and schemes and better 
utilize like Online classes and tutorials on self-defence, Counselling in school and colleges 
about technology 
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5. Public and private Vehicle tracking : like buses taxis autorikshaws there should be an 
emergency phone facility which makes the call to 109 police service which could track the 
vehicle and the location as well like 20 buses of the Rajasthan State Road Transport 
Corporation under the NIRBHAYA scheme with CCTV and GPS tracking 

6. CCTVs mandatory in all companies including small setups would reduce instances 

Although technology is important step for smart cities but It is essential to understand 
merely technology can’t provide safety to women it can supplement. There should be 
awareness drive among society to empower and protect women. 
  

Q) Do you think governments have done complete justice to the country’s estimated 2.68 

crore disabled people? Critically comment on existing policies on disabled people and 

measures need to be taken to empower them, especially in providing employment. (200 

Words) 

  
Indian Constitution ensures equality, freedom, justice and dignity of all citizens of the 
country including persons with disabilities which implies an inclusive society for all (Article- 
14). 

Existing Policies for them: 

1. Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act, (1995): 3% quota 
in Govt Jobs 

2. Accessible India Campaign: Creation of Accessible Environment for PwDs 

3. National Policy for Persons with Disabilities 2006: provides them equal opportunities, 
protection of their rights and full participation in the society 

4. Skill Development for PWDs: Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme, SIPDA, National 
Action Plan, 2015 for for improving employment 

Condition of Disable people: 

1. Human Rights: Increased violence and discrimination, social and practical barriers e.g. 
Union of India v. National Federation of the Blind 

2. Skill Mission low penetration: very low access of the present training infrastructure to 
the PwDs in rural areas 

3. Poverty: persons with disabilities are among the poorest in the population 

4. Denied the benefits of reservation: e.g. Rajeev Kumar Gupta and Others v. Union of 
India 

Measures that need to be taken 
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1. United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2008): need to 
align as per global rights standards 

2. Modification of 1995 Act: Some provisions of the 2005 office memorandum were 
inconsistent with it and need to be modified wrt quota percent 

3. PP with CSR: Targeted optimal use of CSR funds 

4. Improvising Implementation: There are lots of policies but need to work on 
implementation 

5. Transparency: Use of technology to monitor funds and benefit reach to poor  

6. DBT: Direct benefit transfer may help to remove leakages 

The need of the hour is the political will to ensure that disability is included across all 
policies, across all Ministries and Departments and all spheres of life. 
  

Q) The annual UNICEF report on children issued on June 28 identifies the widening gap 

between rich and poor countries when it comes to ensuring child survival. Examine the 

solutions and recommendations made in the report to address child related problems around 

the world. (200 World) 

  
Down to Earth 
  
Recent report by UNICEF shows child problems along wide range of recommendations but 
it needs significant amount of time and investment to implement them but some would 
show quick result for poor counties. 

Points shows the widening gap between rich and poor :-  

Mortality rates and Access to quality health care : There are High mortality rates and due 
to lack infrastructure and lack of personnel, equipment and medicines in certain poor 
regions 

Deaths due Infectious diseases and conditions : Child deaths were highly concentrated 
more than 50% in few regions Asia and sub-Saharan Africa due to infectious diseases  

High stunting rates: Among the poorest children are more than double of those among the 
richest. 

Examinations of Solutions and recommendations:- 

Maternal Education : like breast feeding, timely vaccination. But due to high illiteracy rates 
in poor countries Government efforts much needed to educate via symbol and ads 
campaigns 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/coverage/highlights-of-2016-unicef-report-on-the-state-of-the-world-s-children-54609
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Antenatal and skilled care : Impact would be limited as there extreme disparity” in access 
to care and quality. E.g. In poor countries richest households have 4-6 times more antenatal 
care visits 

Low-cost and easily deliverable interventions : Like kangaroo mother (Skin-Skin interact 
from time of birth), breast feeding. They are effective measure but alongside better mother 
health care programs would complement them 

High investment packages : for high mortality countries. But counter measure monitoring 
of plans implementation in order to avoid diversion of money to illegal activities. E.g. US aid 
to Pakistan diversion 

Social protection like Cash transfers : eg. Brazil Bolsa Familia. It would help poor families 
but challenges are identifying BPL families Eg steps like JAM can be example for poor 
countries to take inspiration 

Investment in health services is not just important for meeting SDG goal but for future of 
countries in Social and Economic development which lies in its progress in maternal, 
newborn and child health care. 
  

Q) There is growing tension between increasing global opportunity and a rise in national 

inequality. In your opinion who are the beneficiaries of globalisation? Do you think growing 

discontent against globalisation is good for common man? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

  
Globalization has different effects on economic classes within developed and developing 
countries. 

Effect of Globalization on Nation: Losers 

1. Increased gap between rich and poor, skilled and less skilled, urban and rural e.g. India 
divide of rich and poor 

2. Outsourcing and migration policies causing middle class losing jobs to global world and 
stagnant income growth due to migrants available to work at low cost e.g. EU policies, US 
middle class discontent 

Effect of Globalization on Nation: Winners 

1. Consumers in advanced economies benefited from the reduction in prices of traded 
goods 

2.. MNC’s, investor and companies are benefited from global trade, low cost labor, use of 
technology 

3. Well educated and high skilled, urban and cosmopolitan elites were main beneficiary due 
to high pay and access to high & costly education 
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Effect of Discontent against Globalization: Pros 

1. It would get focus of Government on impact of globalization on poor and middle class 
and result in policies which would protect them against ill effect of Globalization eg: 
protection of Agriculture from WTO policies and labor laws for minimum pay 

2. Promote Inclusive development: Focus on jobs creation equally between rich and poor, 
skilled and less skilled, urban and rural 

Effect of Discontent against Globalization: Cons 

1. Discontent would lead to more situations like BREXIT and reduce country GDP growth, 
exports income. Government have less money to spend on social welfare programs.  

2. Even common people would not able to get low cost services and goods which was 
possible due to Globalization.  

3. Globalization help developing countries and lead to employment opportunities for 
common man and increased GDP Eg. India's 1991 economic reforms helps in reaping 
benefits of Globalization. 

Globalization can be made to benefit all as long as the winners compensate the losers and 
there is regulatory and policy mechanism in place to project vulnerable sections. 
  

Q) “Globalisation is not really the devil. If the EU arrangement had been restricted only to 

free movement of goods, services, capital and funds, it could not have led to any deep 

resentment.” Comment. (200 Words) 

  
Post Brexit there are voices that say globalisation has caused it and is the real devil. But this 
view is not correct given the fact that in so far as EU is concerned primarily because the 
rage in UK was due to the fact that ECB had held excessive control over the monetary 
policies of its members in its attempt to evolve from a common market to a single market. 
For instance, the exchange rate cannot be varied by the members when they ought to 
straighten the course of their respective economy; this limited their choices and made 
them feel as if they are losing their independence and sovereignty. This suspicion grew 
deeper after the Greece bailout. UK people had to pay for the bailout in which they had no 
role or stake. 

Another aspect is that, the same globalisation is indeed the force behind London emerging 
as the financial centre of European continent and UK’s economic growth increased 
manifold after its joining the EU cannot be denied. But all this was possible due to the 
favourable global economic climate which is not the case today. As a result, the UK 
economy, like most of the others is also facing a slowdown. This has meant scarce jobs, 
capital and money spent on welfare schemes by government. Now, this makes the 
environment undesirably competitive that even Eastern Europeans are seen as outsiders by 



  |   

© www.InsightsIAS.com 23 © www.InsightsonIndia.com 

the people in UK mainly the common man who does menial jobs as he is the one who loses 
more but already has less. Compounding their difficulty, there is technological spread to a 
scale that is more than earlier making jobs automated; semi-skilled and unskilled are facing 
the brunt. 

So, it is not globalisation that ought to be blamed but the extraneous factors related to 
globalisation like global demand slow-down and the consequences of globalisation like 
migration, enhanced technology permeation into job market etc are the social changes that 
have precipitated the Brexit if one takes a closer look. The consequences and how to handle 
them will have to be analysed taking Brexit as an opportunity to learn both for EU and other 
nations as well. 
  

Q) Critically comment on the provisions of Draft Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, 

Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2016. (200 Words) 

  
Considering the fact Trafficking is the third largest organized crime in India after the arms 
and drugs trade Bill tries to give relief and protection to victim. Apart from some good point 
some provision need attention. 

Negatives: 

1. Voluntary Prostitution ignored: Draft does not cover this aspect acc to Verma Committee 
that it would permit law enforcement agencies to harass who undertake activities of their 
own free will 

2. Other dimensions untouched: Draft Bill tackles trafficking solely through the lens of sex 
work and ignored routinely trafficked for marriage, domestic labour, forced labor beedi 
factories 

3. Threatens basic constitutional freedoms: Draft Bill allows persons to be directly produced 
before District Anti-Trafficking Committees against Article 22 

4. Lead to harassment: As any social worker or public-spirited citizen to rescue and produce 
a victim’before committee 

Positives: 

1. Legal right to be rehabilitated: It would give victims new lease of life to start afresh in 
rehabilitation homes under Anti-Trafficking Fund 

2. Broadened Coverage: Trafficking current Law ITPA, 1956 only deal with trafficking for sex 
work but new law would cover criminal activities like forced labor, bounded labor and child 
labor and in line with United Nations Convention on Transnational Organised Crime 

3. Ban on disclosing identity of victim: is right step which would protect from further 
victimization 
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4. Restricted Brothel entry: Nobody can enter a brothel without a warrant, and only some 
categories of police officers have the power to raid a brothel prevent victimisation 

5. Recovery of the victim’s unpaid wages: due to forced or bounded labor would 
empowered them 

Trafficking law should be separate for children and adults to avoid ambiguity. Also, all 
stakeholder need to be included while making draft to make an effective and transparent. 
  
  

Topic: Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect 

on the society. 

Q) Do you think too much democracy, where people directly get to decide on important 

policy matters or on matters of national significance, is good for growth and development of 

a nation? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

  
Democracy is a tricky concept of governance. In its indirect form, it encourages people to 
pit their faith in their elected elected leaders to make decisions for their betterment. 

But too much democracy or what can be called "Direct Democracy" can restrict its positivity 
which can at times prove detrimental for the country's growth. The negative implications of 
such type of governance are: 

1. Certain decisions on issues like International relations, security, defence, economy 
require expert guidance and analysis which may be ignored by the general population. 

2. The decisions may at times become biased due to influence of negative leadership. For 
example: In light of recent Brexit issue, "Xenophobia" has been considered to be a main 
reason behind people voting to leave the European Union. 

3. Since the majority vote is taken into consideration, the concerns of the minority may be 
overlooked. 

4. When people make decisions, the focus is mainly on personal development and gains 
rather than national. 

However, this arrangement of democracy has some positive aspects too which are: 

1. People realise their responsibilities and duties towards their country. 
  
2. It instils a feeling of importance in them, that their word and decisions ultimately matter. 
  
3. It also helps in knowing the inclination of the majority. 
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4. It actually supplements the basic idea of democracy, which is for the people and by the 
people. 
  

Topic: Communalism; Salient features of Indian society;  

Q) Critically analyse the cow protection movement that’s taking place in India and its impact 

on weaker sections of society. (200 Words) 

  
The Cow protection movement has been a regular feature in the Indian political scene for 
more than a century. A majority of the upper castes among the Hindu population consider 
it against their religious traditions to slaughter cows. They back up their demand by 
highlighting Hindu scriptures, the plethora of state laws and Article 48 in the Directive 
Principles of State Policy to harass the weaker sections of society. 

The weaker sections of the society have been affected to this constant clamour and attacks 
by the right wing because of their dependence on beef for the following reasons 

Dietary needs - Beef serves as a cheap source of dietary protein, the vicious campaign 
against will result in loss of nutrition among them thus making them more vulnerable to 
nutrition deficient disorders. 

Livelihood - The leather Industry in India employs Dalits for the flaying of the skin of dead 
cows. Apart from Dalits, many from Muslim community also engage in selling of beef and 
leather products. Economically weaker farmers find old cows and bullocks to be a burden. 
The attacks deter them from pursuing their livelihood and push them into poverty. 

Perpetuation of caste barriers - The eating of beef and employment in skiing dead cows 
have been used by caste hindus to perpetuate social ills of untouchability and social boycott 
of the weaker sections. 

All these reasons have led to the alienation and the rise of social tensions resulting the 
deterioration of the law and order situation in the country. 

The government must take urgent steps to revert the bans as these infringe on the basic 
human liberties and serve as a tool to perpetuate social evils. They should also aim at 
involving grass root organisations to de escalate such tensions and make stringent laws to 
deal with the recalcitrant ones. 
  

Q) In Kerala’s Muslim-dominated Kozhikode and Malappuram districts  many children are 

dying of diphtheria. Examine why. What should government do to address this issue? 

Comment. (200 Words) 

  
In Kerala’s Muslim-dominated Kozhikode and Malappuram districts many children are dying 
of diphtheria because of following: 
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Reasons: 

1. Unvaccinated due to Orthodox belief: Propaganda by orthodox Muslim community 
leaders and alternative medicine practitioners that vaccination is un-Islamic  

2. Lack of awareness: Lack of proper education about itsbenefits among Muslim community 
about vaccines benefits 

3. Illiteracy: Many of the fake Unani and naturopathy practitioners dissuade less-educated 
people from vaccination by imbibing wrong belief 

4. homoeopathy and naturopathy doctors campaign: unleashed against vaccination to self 
benefit 

Below actions should be taken are: 

1. Emergency Vaccination Camp: At Gram Panchayat level more footcamps to vaccinate 
children’s immediately e.g. Such Camps in in Beypore, Kozhikode city 

2. Education Campaign: Government with help of NGO and get support of muslim 
organization like Ethical Medical Forum, the health wing of the Jamaat-e-Islami to promote 
vaccination 

3. Get Support of Muslim leader and organization: Kerala Govt. can take example of UP 
where it take help of religious leader along with WHO to make UP polio free. Organization 
like Kerala Nadvathul Mujahideen can also help in educating parents 

4. Vaccination in Schools: Government should collaborate with school to vaccinate children  

5. Women empowerment: vaccination rate would go up if women are made decision-
makers in families. So need to promote among women, SHG in rural areas 

Government need to take immediate steps like Mission Mukthi and Total Immunisation to 
protect and cover un-vaccinated children. 
  

Q) So far, the attempt to curb spitting at public place is limited to the enactment of laws 

against it and this has proved to be ineffective. Why spitting in public places need to be 

banned? What strategies should be adopted? Examine. (200 Words) 

  
Spitting has not been curbed significantly due to various reasons including cultural and 
social. 

It need to be banned because of following reasons: 

1. Spread diseases: air–borne respiratory diseases like tuberculosis (TB), pneumonia and 
influenza and even lead to a TB epidemic. Eg Tuberculosis causes lakhs of death per year 
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2. Destroy beauty & Environment: it make surrounding unhygienic to live and causes 
several type of pollution 

3. Damage public or private property: it can be considered a deliberate action as vandalism 

Following Strategies can be helpful to curb Spitting: 

1. Anti-Spit Campaign: Education people about its health effects and spread of diseases like 
Tuberculosis example: such campaign in US & EU were successful 

2. Under Swachh Bharat mission: Including campaigns, Message board with effective 
messages: Like women do not spit, signs to show ill effects of them with pictures, Spit is 
death 

3. Law enforcement & arrest without warrant: Making empowered the state to arrest those 
who violated this rule without a warrant  

4. Promoting health food and exercise: Medical experts say phlegm is generated produced 
when the lungs get inflamed due to pollution and smoking and eating heavy, oily food. 
Need pollution control measures and promoting Yoga 

5. Educating School children: about harmful effects of spitting in public places which impact 
their parent as per certain research 

Projecting spitting as crimes against public health and building smart cities by promoting 
campaign in favour of clean environment by educating people under swatch bharat would a 
step in right direction. 
  
  

Q) It is strongly argued that now is the time for implementation of Uniform Civil Code in India 

and yet there remain complex issues that first need to be resolved. Discuss. (200 Words) 

  
Under Article 44, Uniform civil code implies the same set of secular civil laws to govern all 
peoples irrespective of their religion, caste and tribe. The areas covered under laws are 
Marriage, Divorce, adoption, and inherence, acquisition, and administration of property. 

Need of implementation of Civil Code: 

1. Status of women: personal laws are discriminatory against women and led to 
marginalization  

2. International rights covenants: Much needed as India’s commitment to human rights at 
international level to change discriminatory cultural practices in community 

3. Inconsistency with Ar14: Different and ambiguous personal challenges touch stone of Ar. 
14 eg Shah Bano case 
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4. Secularity: will make India truly secular where law is not mixed with religion and 
integration of India as nation 

5. Vote bank Politics: It will reduce it 

Complex issues involved: 

1. Various personal laws: Each religion has its own laws wrt marriage, divorce which they 
follows strictly and it would be difficult to change religious beliefs in short time Eg. Shah 
Bano case 

2. Ar. 29 and 30 interpretation: wrt to secularity need of right interpretation of these article 
which give right to minorities to conservation their culture & scripts and run own 
institutions 

3. Non Uniformity of CPCs: Even Uniform civil code being tried to implement the issue 
involved are most of other laws are also varies among states like Civil and Criminal 
Procedure Code which also need uniformity 

4. Western Countries: Even Christian majority countries allow for absolute freedom of 
religion – worship, dress, marriage and inheritance so complete uniform civil code may not 
be solution 

A broad consensus must be drawn among different communities to facilitate such a for 
egalitarian society landmark step in India’s religious, social, political and most importantly 
judicial history. 
  

Q) It is argued that implementation of uniform civil code in India should be a gradual process 

and should not be imposed suddenly. Analyse why. (200 Words) 

  
Uniform civil codes describes the same civil laws for all the citizens in the country. It is well 
known that india is the most diverse country in the world and continued it's cultural 
activities since time immemorial. The constitution drafters drafted an article (Article 44) in 
the indian constitution which says for a uniform civil code in the country.  
  
Most of the religions of the world flourish in india and live with harmony with their 
personal laws and do not expect any outside legislation in their religious or personal 
matters. A uniform covil code is necessary for the integrated nation and it makes a nation 
stronger. This is now in debate to implement Article 44 of the indian constitution to apply 
the same civil code for its every citizen but the problem is whether it will be implemented 
suddenly or gradually.  
  
Since the judgement of the SC in most of the cases relating to succession and adoption 
were criticised by one or other communities, it was also apparent in parliament some years 
back that legislation regarding these civil codes are protested against. Being a hub of all the 
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religions,it is better for India to implement these laws gradually because of following 
reasons: 
  
1- gradual implementation of the uniform civil code let the masses realise its importance 
and benefit for their comfortable survival. 
  
2- religious belief and thoughts are hard to change suddenly. It will be change through a 
process of discussion that why it is necessary. 
  
3- india being a diverse country saw so many changes in its hindu civil code and muslim 
personal laws with time and accepted every decision of law when it appeals to them. 
  
4- every section of society is not equally capable of following these changes as they are 
used to of their old customs. 
  
5- Most of the population is in the influence of religion and lacks rationale behind the UCC. 
So they are not interested in the UCC. 
  
These are some questions which raise attention towards implementing UCC suddenly. 
Uniform civil codes needs time to be implemented fully. This must be go through gradual 
change for the betterment of the society and nation as a whole. 
  

Topic: Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the 

Indian subcontinent) 

  

Q) Pakistan has decided to return to an international tribunal to settle a dispute with India 

over sharing waters of the Kishenganga and Ratle rivers. Discuss why river sharing between 

India and Pakistan has become a contentious issue. (200 Words) 

  
India and Pakistan relations revovle around the issues of terrorism, Kashmir issue as well as 
water resources sharing. Right from 1947,the two countries were fighting for Kashmir to 
have an upper hand on Indus waters. Indus water treaty(1960) was signed but still the 
conflict remains because: 
  
1.Development issues: India, a energy-starved one needs water for hydro-electric 
power(Kishanganga project) while Pakistan needs the same water for agriculture. 
  
2.Political rivalry: The sharing of water resources is not mere a geographical issue but geo-
political and economic issue. 
  
3.Stress on resources: Because of increasing population in both countries and water scarcity 
mounting, the demand for water resources is high on both ends. 
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4.Water-terrorism accusations: Pakistan's radicals often accuse India of water-terrorism . 
  
5.Lack of successful negotiations: Being rivalry countries, the negotiations are leading to 
deepening of void in the bi-lateral relations. 
  
6.Indus water treaty: This treaty could not take into consideration the future was to 
produce like water scarcity due to climate change, Population rise etc., 
  
Way forward: 
  
Both nations must improve domestic water management and encourage less water-
intensive crops. 
  
Both could jointly build dams and share benefits. Peace talks cold be made successful which 
depends on both countries. 
  

Topic: Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) and in 

flora and fauna and the effects of such changes 

Q) Analyse the causes of the crisis of freshwater shortage and salinity ingress faced by 

farmers and industries around Bharuch city, at the mouth of the once-mighty Narmada river. 

(200 Words) 

  
The reduced flow of river water near bharuch city led to ingress of sea water, even up to 40 
km during high tides.This leads to crisis of fresh water for the masses. 

Man made causes are 

1. Lack in EIA - During 1980, when sardar sarovar project started in which hundreds of small 
big dam are constructed , environmental impact assessment is not done properly. 

2. Priority given to development over environment - In fact development work of these 
projects started before getting the environement clearance . 

3. Deforestation - thousands of tree are cut, which change the topography of region,reduce 
rainfall. 

4. Unplanned use of fresh water- Enormous industries are built near river . Usage of water 
is much higher than water refilling. 

5.Concretization of Surface - due to urbanization, most of the area near river is concretized 
which affects refilling of ground water. 

Natural causes 
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1. Climate change - which led to less rainfall, rise of sea water level. 

2. Change in course of river. 

Way forward 
  
1. Immediate solution is to make a weir on the mouth of estuary to stop inward flow of sea 
water. 
  
2. Long term solution is to done a comprehensive impact assessment taking climate change 
factor into consideration and make a strategy according to findings. 
  
3. Afforestation , Ground water recharge also mitigate the crisis 
  

Q) Discuss the significance of mangroves and the impact of climate change on them. (200 

Words) 

  
Mangroves are Salt tolerant plant community found in tropical and sub-tropical intertidal 
region of the word. 

Significance: 

1. Buffer zone between land and sea 

2. Protect the land from erosion 

3. Play an invaluable role as nature's shield against cyclones, ecological disasters and as 
protector of shorelines 

4. Breeding and nursery grounds for a variety of marine animals and Harbour a variety of 
lifeforms like invertebrates, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and even mammals like tigers 

5. Main source of income generation for shoreline communities like fishermen  

6. Purify the water by absorbing impurities and harmful heavy metals and help us to 
breathe a clean air by absorbing pollutants in the air 

Impact of Climate Change on them 

1. Sea-level rise: Mangrove systems do not keep pace with changing sea-level and fall 

2. Extreme high water events: affect the position and health including through altered 
sediment elevation and sulfide soil toxicity 

3. Storms: increase damage to mangroves through defoliation and tree mortality and they 
collapse 
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4. Precipitation: decreased rainfall and increased evaporation will increase salinity, 
decreasing net primary productivity, growth 

5. Temperature: Changing species composition, Changing phenological patterns (e.g., 
timing of flowering and fruiting) 

6. Ocean circulation patterns: affect mangrove propagule dispersal and the genetic 
structure of mangrove populations, with concomitant effects on mangrove community 
structure 

Need of an hour to protect and rehabilitation of degraded mangrove areas, and increases in 
systems of strategically designed protected area networks are important adaptation 
options. 
 

Q) The latest initiative coming from the Haryana government is a plan to revive the Saraswati 

river by releasing water into what the government believes is the river’s channel. Do you 

support such initiative? Justify. (200 Words) 

  
Recent efforts and determination of Government for reviving extinct river has more than 
historical significance and repercussions. 

Positives from move: 

1. Historical significance: Saraswati as the epicentre of the Indus civilization and hold great 
in India ancient history 

2. Promote Research: It holds belief much strong that mythical river existed as per Vedas 
which would help in understanding ancient history, Geography, earthquakes in much better 
way to save other rivers from such disaster 

3. Promote Tourism: It has been said artificial River and recreation activities would fetch 
public exchange 

Issues and problems initiative: 

1. Political motive: Sometime such initiatives tilts towards political advantage if they does 
not clears shows any significant cost & benefit vs efforts 

2. Common Natural Phenomenon: Rivers are known to be susceptible to such changes 
natural change courses, lose tributaries, and even dry up as a result of such changes 

3. Wastage of efforts: It might be possible money spent on revival would not bore fruits and 
loss of public money which could be spent on social welfare 

4. Effect on flora and fauna: Diverting River waters would destroy surroundings 
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Efforts to recreate and reverse Natural changes may be irreversible and can result in loss of 
significant efforts which can be used elsewhere for improvising water table and 
conservation of exiting natural resource for benefit of society as whole. 
  

 Q) Analyse the causes of urban floods in India. (200 Words) 

  
Growing urbanization and smart city mission provides opportunity as well as challenges in 
which floods are the most significant one. 

Analysis of Urban flood Causes 

1. Natural streams and watercourses changes: the forces of flowing water in the respective 
watersheds, have been altered because of urbanisaiton which increased flow  

2. Al-Nino oscillations: has caused a lot of atmospheric activity, heating patterns. These 
have culminated in the rain  

3. Encroachments on the natural drains and the river flood plains: has decreased the 
capacity of natural drains and resulting in flooding 

4. Clogging of stormwater drains: due to lack of proper cleaning and timing maintenance 

5. Illegal mining activities: extremely damaging impact on the water body and causes 
uneven flow of water 

6. Unplanned tourism activities: Using water bodies to attract tourists has become a threat 
to several urban lakes in India and pollution increases severity of floods 

7. Absence of administrative framework: government apathy towards water bodies, 
unpreparedness for uneven rainfall and identified risk relation to pollution of wetlands, 
encroachment to floods 

Way forward: 

1. Widening of Natural Courses: The natural drains should have been widened to 
accommodate the higher flows of stormwater 

2. Survery and protection of wetlands: Undertake a detailed survey of the wetlands and 
then bring every water body and its catchment under legal protection eg. Wetlands 
Conservation and Management Rules should be given more rights 

3. Sewage water treatment: It would have two advantage regular cleaning of drains and 
meet water demands 

4. Regulatory framework: Rules and policies should be made to regulate encroachment, 
unplanned tourism, sewage water treatment 
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Multi-pronged approach including all stakeholder with pre-plan mechanism along with 
regulatory frame to limit the impact of floods. 
  

Q) What do you understand by rainfall variability. Recently researchers found a decrease in 

spatial variability of mean monsoon rainfall over major river basins in India. Discuss the 

significance of this study and importance of rainfall variability for India. (200 Words) 

  
Rainfall variability means variation rainfall pattern uneven fluctuation in rains recently 
some researchers have found decrease in spatial variability of rainfall  
  
The study is significant in the sense that this will have a huge impact on india on different 
grounds 
  
1 CLIMATIC CHANGES-----a )this will bring floods in some areas and draught in some  
  
b)this will make dry areas drier and wet areas wetter 
  
C)indias northwest coast to south east coast can receive more than average rainfall 
  
AGRICULTURE india is an agricultural country a huge population is dependent on agriculture 
therefore this variation in rainfall will  
  
a)have an impact on the yield of many crops as there will be humidity heat stress  
  
b)alteration in river flows will have an impact on irrigation 
  
HEALTH with floods there will be a possibility of spread of diseases like cholera diarrhoea 
and in draught areas people will suffer due to shortage of water 
  
ENERGY SECURITY decrese in water will have an impact on thermal power plants and an 
alteration in rivers will affect hydro power plants  
The UN report on global environmental outlook has also warned about the changes  
  
WAY FORWARD  
  
1 proper wheather forecasting and installation of flood warning system should be done  
  
2 building codes should be enforced so that homes and infra are not at risk 
  
3 R&D investment should be done for draught resistant crops 
  
4coastal embarkments should be made 
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5 improvement in irrigation systems , water harvesting, agriwater management 
such changes will help us in tackling the problem in a better way 
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