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Forest and Tree Cover in India 

1) Reasons for Decrease in Forest Cover 

 The forest cover has decreased due to harvesting of short rotation crops followed by new 
plantation and forest clearance in the encroached areas 

 In the Northeast, the decrease in forest cover has been attributed to shortening of shifting 
cultivation cycle and biotic pressure 

 Due to either development projects or encroachment. 

 Threat of organized wood smugglers and mafia.  

 Agricultural land development, by large and small scale producers, is believed to be the main driver 
behind the decreases 

 Rapid population growth has resulted to the conversion of forest areas to non-forest lands for 
settlement and farming, urbanization and residential area expansion. 

 Unequal distribution of resources has led people to find their way to exploit the forests.  

 Countries rich in mineral resources open their doors to multinational mining corporations that clear 
the forests  

 Development projects like dams, roads, and airports 

  There are uncontrolled causes of deforestation such as forest fires which happened in uttarakhand 
recently. 

  

 

2) Consequences of continuing forest decline  
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 Forest-dwelling indigenous communities 

a) Social disruption of traditional structures and communities 

b) Loss of traditional knowledge of how to use and protect forests in sustainable ways 

c) Reduced aesthetic functions of interest and potential benefit to society as a whole 

 Forest farmers and shifted cultivators 

a) For shifted cultivators, an immediate opportunity to survive. 

b) Forest degradation and declining soil fertility. 

c) Reduced possibilities for harvesting forest products, both for subsistence and income 
generation 

d) Prospects of malnutrition or starvation 

e) Disruption of family structures and considerable social hardship 

  Poor and landless living outside forests 

a) Decreased availability of essential fruits, fuel wood, fodder and other forest products 

b) Reduced income generation and possibilities to escape from the poverty trap 

c) Loss of shelterbelt influence leading to reduced crop yield 

 Urban dwellers 

a)  Reduced availability (and/or overpriced) essential forest products such as fuel wood, charcoal, 
fruits, building materials and medicinal products 

b) Reduced prospects for assured supplies of clean drinking water and clean air. 

c) Loss of the recreational opportunities and amenity values afforded by national forest parks and 
wild areas. 

 Environment 

a) Loss of the essential environmental functions of forests including biodiversity, climate 
regulation, 
preservation of water catchments and fishery values 

b) Increased problems of environmental pollution. 

c) Accelerate global warming with potentially negative consequences for human welfare and 
survival 

 National government 

a) Loss of a potential source of development revenues with consequences of reduced employment  
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b) Loss of the wide range of environmental functions that forests provide in contributing to 
societal needs and a habitable earth. 

c)  Degradation adversely affect the welfare of many citizens 

3) India State of Forest Report 2015  

 The forest cover of India has increased by 21.34 percent in the last two years 

 Country's carbon stock has also increased by 103 million tonnes. 

 Very dense forests in India cover 2.61 percent of the total forest area, moderately dense forests 
account for 9.59 percent while open forests stand at 9.14 percent 

 Among all the states and Union Territories, Mizoram has the highest forest cover with 88.93 
percent of the total area, followed by Lakshadweep 

 However, north-eastern states have experienced a decline in forest cover except Manipur 

 The mangrove cover in India has increased by 112 square kilometres following acute conservation 
in the Sundarbans and Bhitarkanika forest. 

 Although the total forest cover has seen an increase, around 2,510 square kilometre of very dense 
and mid-dense forests have been wiped out since 2013 

4) National Mission for a Green India 

 Enhancing quality of forest cover and improving ecosystem services of forest lands, including 
moderately dense forest cover, open forest cover, and degraded grass lands. 

 Eco-restoration to increase forest cover and eco system services in forest/non forest lands, 
including scrub lands, shifting cultivation areas, abandoned mining areas, ravine lands, mangroves 
and sea-buckthorn areas. 

 Enhancing tree cover in Urban and Peri-Urban areas 

 Increasing forest cover and eco-system services from Agro-forestry and Social Forestry of non-
forest lands  

 Convergence with MGNREGA, CAMPA and National Afforestation Programme 

 National Afforestation Programme (NAP) for regeneration of degraded forests and adjoining areas 
through people’s participation. 

 Use of forest land for industrial activities or any other non-forest purpose requires prior approval of 
Central Government under Section- 2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.  

5) Nagar Vana Udyan Yojana 

 A Nagar Van-Udyan is a forested area in the vicinity of a city accessible to the city dwellers 
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 It provides natural environment for recreation, conservation education, biodiversity conservation 

 It provides supported services like water and soil conservation, pollution abatement, reduction of 
heat islands effect of the city with the essential elements for regular use 

 To create/ develop at least one CITY FOREST in each City having Municipal Corporation/ Class I 
Cities and contributing to growth of Smart, Clean, Green, Sustainable and Healthy Cities. 

6) School Nursery Yojana 

 The School Nursery Yojana aims at involving school students in raising plant nurseries to bring them 
closer to natural environment 

 Help them understand the natural processes of germination and feel the joy of watching saplings 
grow 

 To identify and learn the various benefits of trees and plants. 

 Enable schools to distribute saplings to students to plant in their homes and surrounding areas and 
create an army of young 'green warriors' 

7) National green highways mission 

 Union road transport and highways minister begins initial plantation drive along 1,500km of 
national highways at a cost of about Rs.300 crore 

 The mission aims to provide a green canopy along 100,000km of highways and create jobs for 1 
million youth. 

 Green corridors sustain biodiversity, regenerate natural habitat, benefit all stakeholders, from road 
users to local communities and spur eco-friendly economic growth and development. 

 The policy when implemented in letter and spirit will result into India being a “Nation with Natural 
Highways” 

 


