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Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues 

Q) Critically analyse the nature of cow protection movement in pre and post independent 

India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Nature of cow protection movement: 

Pre independence:- 

Positives:- 

 Historians argue that the symbol of the cow was used as a means of mobilizing 

Hindus. 

 In the 1870s, cow protection movements spread rapidly in the Punjab, the North-

West provinces, Awadh and Rohilkhand. Arya Samaj had a tremendous role in 

skillfully converting this sentiment into a national movement. 

 During Swami Dayananda’s time, cow protection was not regarded nor ever advanced 

as an anti-Muslim or anti-Islamic phenomenon. Indeed, Swami Dayananda 

constructed a rational and respectable movement around a sincerely-held Hindu 

ethical precept.  

Negatives:- 

 Slowly cow protection has been embedded in communal imaginaries, positioning of 

non-Hindus as the other, and communal rioting between Hindus and Muslims 

 But the project, fashioned by cultural entrepreneurs and innovators in late 19th century 

north India, succeeded in achieving by identifying and metaphorically crucifying 

GS - I 
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Muslims as beef-eaters, and as killers of cattle particularly during the festival of Bakr-i-

Id. 

 It unified a deeply divided and hierarchically ordered Hindu community under the 

banner of cow protection. Whether the so-called lower castes, who not only consume 

beef but are also fated to skin dead cows, bought into this upper-caste agenda is still a 

matter of debate among historians 

 A number of cow protection associations were set up throughout India. The outcome 

of these led to muslim community reacting strongly and communal riots in different 

parts in India . 

Post independence:- 

Negatives : 

 Because cow protection had become a politically significant issue, it was taken up in the 

Constituent Assembly. A provision for the protection of cattle was incorporated in the 

Directive Principles of State Policy. 

 In the 1960s, a major movement for banning of cow slaughter was conceptualised and 

authored 

 implementing one of the Directive Principles of State Policy on offer, Article 48, which 

enjoins the state to preserve and protect cattle. The project of saving the cow so 

ardently pursued by Hindutva cadres provides enough immunity to those who violate 

constitutional rights to life and dignity. 

 Leaders are openly issue fatwas condemning entire families, which just might have 

consumed beef, to punishment. 

 Gau Rakshaks( Cow vigilantes) sit in judgment on infringements of the project, lynch 

women, Muslims and Dalits, and string up ‘errant’ men on tree branches. 

 Recently cow vigilantes’ who freely torture, whip and kill Muslim cattle traders, and 

Dalits whose hereditary occupation is the skinning of dead cattle. 

 And police forces that should be bringing vigilantism to book provide a shield for 

criminals. 

 Cow protection has become big business for many, and poses a serious threat to the 

lives and liberties of others. It destroys bonds of citizenship through cynical 

deployment of divisive agendas signifying who belongs and who does not. 

Positive: 

 The Supreme Court has ruled that a ban on the slaughter of bullocks and bulls, despite 

being old age and no longer economically useful, amounted to imposing unreasonable 

restrictions on the butchers and was, therefore, ultra vires of the Constitution. 
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Q) “That Hindutva is less virulent in India than Islamism is in many Muslim nations might 

have much to do with the fact that, at least in India, some of our leading anti-colonial 

leaders also aimed their criticism inwards at Hindu society.” Critically comment. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Why hindutva is less virulent in India than Islamism is in other countries ? 

 Right from the early 19 th century Socio religious reform movements by Raja Ram 

Mohan Roy and others have targeted the ills of Hinduism like sati and paved the way 

for widow remarriage , women education etc . 

 This was given further impetus by the nationalist leaders like  

 Gandhiji with his caste-based reformist position and strict stand against 

untouchability 

 Jawaharlal Nehru from a universalist-socialist one 

 R. Ambedkar from a more located and hence angrier anti-caste Dalit perspective. 

 This kind of self-analysis of such Indian leaders and intellectuals was seldom the case 

in most Muslim countries, and when it happened as in Turkey it was from a position of 

authoritarian elitism and in Iran, from that of an undemocratic monarchy. 

 Among the several factors that slowed down Hindutva politics in India, caste identity 

has been prominent. 

 Politically empowered sections of the backwards and Dalits viewed the Sangh 

project of a unified Hindu society with suspicion, as its insistence on traditions 

implied sustenance of the hierarchical social structure that disadvantaged them. 

 Also the movements demanding the rights of the lower castes like the temple entry 

movement opposed the orthodox approach of Hinduism  

 Also the progressive and secular nature of India’s constitution did not let hindutva 

take superiority in India . 

However Hindutva is slowly gaining a strong hold in India in recent times :- 

 Even during freedom struggle when Ganesh festival was popularised to call for the 

support of Indians it was looked upon as a Hindu overtone even though it was not the 

intention of the nationalist leaders like tilak. So the seeds of communalism were sown . 

 Over the past 25 years an increasingly aggressive movement has grown and started 

flexing its muscles. 

 The list of authors who have faced ruinous lawsuits, had books banned or lives 

threatened in India is growing alarmingly long 

 The unfortunate incidents like Babri masjid , dadri lynching, raping of Dalit women , Gau 

Rakshaks and ban on beef show that it is reviving in India. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/11/1-hindutva-less-virulent-india-islamism-many-muslim-nations-might-much-fact-least-india-leading-anti-colonial-leaders-also-aimed-th/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/11/1-hindutva-less-virulent-india-islamism-many-muslim-nations-might-much-fact-least-india-leading-anti-colonial-leaders-also-aimed-th/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/11/1-hindutva-less-virulent-india-islamism-many-muslim-nations-might-much-fact-least-india-leading-anti-colonial-leaders-also-aimed-th/
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Q) Why was August 15 chosen as India’s Independence Day? Do you think January 26 

should have been chosen to celebrate Independence Day? Comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Why August 15th  is chosen as India’s Independence Day? 

 Mountbatten had been given a mandate by the British parliament to transfer the power 

by June 30, 1948. Mountbatten thus advanced the date to August 1947 so that there 

will not be any bloodshed or riot. 

 Indian Independence Bill was introduced in the British House of Commons on July 4, 

1947 and passed within a fortnight. It provided for the end of the British rule in India, 

on August 15, 1947, and the establishment of the Dominions of India and Pakistan, 

which were allowed to secede from the British Commonwealth. 

 According to Mountbatten he set this date because it was the second anniversary of 

Japan’s surrender and it was he who accepted it being the Supreme Allied Commander 

of South-East Asia Command at the time.   

Yes , Jan 26 should have been Independence Day because : 

 In the congress session held in 1929, Jawaharlal Nehru gave the call for ‘Poorna Swaraj’ 

or total independence from British colonial rule and January 26 was chosen as the 

Independence Day.  

 In fact, Congress party continued to celebrate it 1930 on wards, till India attained 

independence and January 26, 1950 was chosen as the Republic Day 

 August 15 was suited according to British interests more than the Indian interests. 

 India was granted a dominion status on August 15, 1947. According to Balfour 

Declaration of 1926 ‘dominions’ is defined as autonomous communities within the 

British Empire but united by a common allegiance to the Crown. 

 So, by the definition, India was an autonomous community “within the British 

Empire”.  

 Only on January 26th 1950 when India became a republic was the 

word Dominion Replaced by Republic. 

 India was called “Dominion of India” from 1947 to 1950. 

1. The British did not want our allegiance to be completely dissolved from Great Britain 

and; 

2. The British wanted to replace some provisions of the dominion status of India and 

Pakistan which were applicable to other dominion of British Crown, namely Canada, 

Australia, New Zealand, South Africa. 

  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/15/1-august-15-chosen-indias-independence-day-think-january-26-chosen-celebrate-independence-day-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/15/1-august-15-chosen-indias-independence-day-think-january-26-chosen-celebrate-independence-day-comment/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/why-was-august-15-chosen-as-independence-day/
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 Even till 1950, then Prime Minister of India was only the fourth in command. By 

January 26th, 1950 India wrote its own Constitution, and abolished the monarchy. So, 

effectively India’s Independence Day was January 26, 1950, and not August 15, 1947. 

Dates are symbolic instead of  being critical of the past it is better to see how India has 

progressed over the years and how it stood upto the ideals fought by the Indian leaders 

then. 

  

Q) “Much before the formation of the Indian National Congress or other nationalist 

organisations, nationalist ideas were expressed and spread through the medium of the 

press, and that too mostly the Indian language or vernacular press.” Discuss the role played 

by media in spreading nationalism in pre-independent India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Positives: 

 It exposed the true nature of British imperialism and colonialism and helped in 

creating awareness and consequent unity to fight for the British . 

 The very fact that the British government had to enact a series of Press Acts proved 

the decisive role played by the Press in the development of the nationalist 

movement. 

 The highly critical tone adopted by the press against the administration for their 

inhuman attitude towards the victims of the famine of 1876-77, the Viceroy, Lord 

Lytton, decided to strike hard with the infamous Vernacular Press Act 1878. 

 The newspaper that had most raised the hackles of the government was the Amrita 

Bazar Patrika and government’s plan was to take action against it under the new Act. 

However after the passing of the Act British were astonished to find that the Amrita 

Bazar Patrika had converted itself overnight into a purely English language 

newspaper, thus placing itself outside the purview of the vernacular press Act. 

 It is a matter of great significance that the nationalist forces, even before they were 

formally organised, won a major victory, and that too on the issue of civil liberties 

 Many open air mass meetings were held as a form of protest and expression that was 

to become the staple and defining feature of the Indian struggle for freedom. 

 The national movement, on its political side, was possible because of the facility 

of political education and propaganda provided by the Press. 

 It was a weapon, in the hands of the nationalist groups, to popularize among the 

people their respective political programmes, policies, and methods of struggle, 

and to form organizations with a broad popular basis. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/15/2-much-formation-indian-national-congress-nationalist-organisations-nationalist-ideas-expressed-spread-medium-press-mostly/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/15/2-much-formation-indian-national-congress-nationalist-organisations-nationalist-ideas-expressed-spread-medium-press-mostly/
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 Without the Press, all India conferences of nationalist organizations could not have 

been prepared and held and big political movements organized and directed. 

 The Press alone made possible exchanged of views among different social groups of 

different parts of the country. 

 The establishment and extension of the Press in India brought about a closer and 

intellectual contact between the Indian people. 

 It also made possible the daily and extensive discussions of programmes of inter-

provincial and national collaboration in sphere of social, political and cultural. 

 National committees were appointed to implement the programmes adopted at 

these conferences throughout the country. This led to the building of an 

increasingly rich, complex, social and cultural , national existence. 

 The Press also helped the growth of provincial literatures and cultures, which were 

provincial in form and national in content. 

 The Press was an effective weapons in the hands of social reform groups to expose 

social evils such as caste fetters, child marriage, ban on remarriage of widows, social, 

legal and other inequalities from which women suffered and others. 

 It also helped them to organize propaganda against such inhuman institutions as 

untouchability. 

 Further, the Press also brought to the Indian people, knowledge of the happenings in 

the international world. It became a weapon to constrict solidarity ties between the 

progressive forces of different countries. 

 Small, informal library movements sprang up in every part of India, wherein the 

villagers would gather around a cot to read and discuss the day’s paper. In fact, it 

became a medium of nationalist political participation for those who could not play a 

more active and vocal role in the movement. 

 These library movements did a lot to propagate the modern ideas of democracy, 

freedom, equality and patriotism. 

 More importantly, it played a great role in welding India into a single nation and gave 

the Indians a sense of oneness and a new national identity, which was non-existent 

before.  

However media was hugely suppressed by the british acts which put restrictions on 

publishing and sent leaders to jail for the articles written by them like Tilak’s article in 

Kesari, Surendranath Banerjee’s Bengalee, put a little dent for the media efforts. 
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Q) Critically examine the contribution made by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel to post-

independent India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Positives: 

 Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel took over as the Home Minister of nascent nation at a very 

important juncture in history and devoted himself wholeheartedly to make sure that 

the nation which was already partitioned remained united and intact. 

 Integrating more than 560 princely states, Patel and his secretary of the ministry of 

states V.P. Menon imparted geographic coherence to India and prevented its 

Balkanization, a fate which many predicted would befall the newborn state sooner than 

later. this achievement occurred without shedding a drop of blood. He is also known as 

the “Bismarck of India”. 

 An administrator by instinct, Patel sought to protect the privileges of the Indian Civil 

Service officers 

 was a major driving force behind the liberal industrial policy resolution of 1948 

 Patel was among the few to see the dangers from China’s imminent takeover of Tibet. 

 Patel advocated a series of practical measures designed to strengthen India’s 

position: accelerated road building in the frontier areas, strengthening of India’s 

military capabilities, moves to better integrate the northeastern territories into 

India. 

 On Kashmir issue  Patel had advised Nehru against going to the UN. 

 Patel was a key force behind the appointment of Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar as the 

chairman of the drafting committee, and the inclusion of leaders from a diverse political 

spectrum in the process of writing the constitution 

 Patel was a senior leader in the Constituent Assembly of India and was responsible 

in a large measure for shaping India’s constitution. 

 He worked closely with Muslim leaders to end separate electorates and the more 

potent demand for reservation of seats for minorities. 

 was responsible for the measure that allows the President to appoint Anglo-Indians 

to Parliament. 

 His intervention was key to the passage of two articles that protected civil servants 

from political involvement and guaranteed their terms and privileges 

 He was also instrumental in the founding the Indian Administrative Service and 

the Indian Police Service, and for his defence of Indian civil servants from political 

attack, he is known as the “patron saint” of India’s services. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/16/3-critically-examine-contribution-made-sardar-vallabhbhai-patel-post-independent-india/
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 Guided farmers to create the Kaira District Co-operative Milk Producers’ Union 

Limited, which preceded the Amul milk products brand 

 Patel was posthumously awarded the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian honour, in 

1991. It was announced in 2014 that his birthday, 31 October, would become an annual 

national celebration known as Rashtriya Ekta Diwas (National Unity Day). 

  

Criticism : 

 Vallabhbhai Patel received criticism for an alleged bias against Muslims during the time 

of Partition.  He was criticised by Maulana Azadand others for readily plumping for 

partition 

 Patel was also criticised by supporters of Subhas Chandra Bose for acting coercively to 

put down politicians not supportive of Gandhi 

 He was criticised for being inclined to support the West in the Cold 
 

Q) What was the status of Balochistan before India’s and Pakistan’s independence? Can 

one argue that Balochistan should have been an independent country? Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Status and yes it should have been an independent country: 

 The British signed treaties with the Khan of Kalat in 1839, 1841, 1854, 1862 and 

1876.  

o All of them essentially recognised his independence. For example, the 

agreement of 1862 called the Khanate a neighbouring state of India and the 

1876 treaty acknowledged the Khan as an independent ruler, an ally and a 

friendly neighbour. 

 The legal status of Kalat as an independent state continued till 1947. It was on this 

basis that the Khan never joined the Chamber of Princes in Delhi and always 

maintained that they were not a part of Britain’s Indian empire.  

 While the 560-odd princely states in India belonged to Category A and were dealt 

with by the political department, states like Kalat, Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim, were 

Category B states and dealt with by the external affairs department. 

 In the Round table conference held in Delhi in 1947 it was decided that the Kalat 

State will be independent, enjoying the same status as it originally held in 1838. 

Jinnah also signed a standstill agreement with the Khan. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/26/2-status-balochistan-indias-pakistans-independence-can-one-argue-balochistan-independent-country-critically-examine/
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o According to it, The government of Pakistan recognises Kalat as an 

independent sovereign state in treaty relations with the British government, 

with a status different from that of Indian states. 

 At the end of March 1948, Pakistan occupied Kalat and forced the Khan to sign the 

instrument of accession 

No: 

 The Government Of India Act, 1935 treated the Khanate as a part of India. 

 Also Pakistan could not leave the Baloch region which was mineral rich. 

o Balochistan is strategically very important.  

o Commanding almost the entire coast of the country – 470 miles of the Arabian 

Sea, and boasting of a deep sea port recently completed with Chinese 

assistance at Gawadar, Balochistan comprises 43% of Pakistan’s total area but 

is home to just over 5% of the population, 50% of whom are ethnic Pashtuns. 

 With the current development of Gwadar port and other developmental projects 

undertaken by China and Pakistan it might not be very feasible to declare it as an 

independent country. 

 Also Afghanistan and Iran are not very supportive of its total independence 

Suggestions: 

 So a special status and autonomy could be the immediate solution 

 Human right violations by the Pakistan army need to be investigated and to be 

stopped. 

 Lack of education and unemployment which are leading to the alienation of the 

people in the region need to be looked into . 
 

Topic: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country 

Q) Do you think, post Kashmir’s accession to India in 1947,  was it India’s policies that have 

consistently alienated Kashmiris from India? Critically discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes India’s policies have consistently alienated Kashmiris from India : 

 Civilian uprisings in 2008, 2009, and 2010 as the major turning points. Local 

disgruntlement towards India intensified among the general public after hundreds of 

civilian youths were killed during these protests. 

 The government did more damage by disregarding the recommendations of a 

government-appointed panel and not punish the cops involved in shooting at 

the unarmed protesters. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/08/1-think-post-kashmirs-accession-india-1947-indias-policies-consistently-alienated-kashmiris-india-critically-discuss/
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 Added to this the rigid posturing of the successive governments from time to time 

and the continuum of human rights violations with enforced and systemic pattern 

of impunity to shield guilty men in uniform has fueled the alienation and helped 

transform it into bitter hatred and anger for anything that symbolizes India. 

 India has repeatedly used the Public Safety Act (PSA) deemed “a lawless law” by 

Amnesty International to detain Kashmiri political leaders  

 The imposition of a ban on student politics, and the repeated clampdown on 

internet and mobile SMS services have alienated Kashmiri youths in particular. 

 Repeated calls by various civil society and human rights groups for the repeal of 

draconian laws such as the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act(AFSPA) which gives 

sweeping impunity to the armed forces of India operating in Kashmir have been met 

with a cold shoulder 

 Stalling of dialogue process: 

 While the Vajpayee government welcomed any opportunities for dialogue 

even allowing separatist Hurriyat leaders to hold talks with Pakistan the current 

government has taken a different approach which prohibited the Hurriyat leaders 

from meeting with Pakistani officials and told it as a pre-condition for talks with 

Pakistan. 

 To many Kashmiris, India’s insistence on this pre-condition seemed to embody an 

effort to deny them a voice in the dispute. 

 India is losing popular support in Kashmir by adhering to its policy of focusing solely on 

economic development while maintaining the security status quo.  

 The policy of non-engaging with the people of Jammu and Kashmir politically as 

well as the government’s inability to offset a comprehensive economic 

programme for sustainable economy that provides opportunities and jobs to 

youth is a far bigger factor in pushing alienated and frustrated youth towards 

radicalization and militancy. 

 When Kashmir acceded to India, the Indian Constitution made a special provision to 

allow for Kashmir to have certain national rights, and to allow for the future of Kashmir 

to be settled by a plebiscite. The plebiscite never happened. The special autonomy 

provisions in the constitution have not been honoured.  

 Water resources: 

 The National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) controls the water and sells 

it back to the state of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K). 

 The J&K government wants several power projects returned to it, and accuses 

NHPC of retaining these projects illegally 
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 . From the NHPC perspective, this is efficient allocation of resources. From 

Kashmir’s perspective, it is internal colonialism, and given the physical geography of 

the state, leaves people freezing in the dark when they have ample hydroelectric 

capacity. 

 Kashmir does not control its own water resources and sell to the centre, as other 

states have negotiated. 

 Regulating the yatras: 

 The Amarnath yatra brings Hindus from different parts of India to Kashmir to 

worship. The yatra has grown immensely over the years and, like many other 

religious festivals, has become politicized. 

 In the context of Kashmir, it has also become militarized. The yatra is controlled by 

a board that is ultimately controlled by India. 

 Even though the board was constituted in 2000 by the governor of J & K, the 

composition of the board is heavily weighted towards the Centre, effectively 

disenfranchising the locals in an event with an increasingly high impact. 

 Delhi’s blinkered Kashmir policy since partition in 1947 – ignoring UN demands for a 

self-determination plebiscite, rigging elections, manipulating or overthrowing elected 

governments, and neglecting economic development – lies at the heart of the problem. 

No, India has done some significant efforts with respect to Kashmir: 

 Militancy-related causalities decreased significantly from 4,507in 2001 to 377 in 2009. A 

major factor that contributed to the decline in the violence was the endorsement of 

the dialogue process by India’s then-Prime Minister Vajpayee, which led to the 

historic Lahore Declaration in 1999, in which both India and Pakistan committed to the 

peaceful resolution of the Kashmir issue. 

 The option of autonomy within the ambit of the Indian constitution offered by 

Vajpayee further fed the optimism for a peaceful settlement with India. This 

political shift resulted in a relative calm over the ensuing years, 

with tourism and business in Kashmir flourishing. 

 Government is trying to push through developmental policies for the alienated youth 

like UDAAN,HIMAYAT which give them an opportunity for employment and gaining 

necessary skills in line with the industrial demand . 

 Despite government actions other reasons like militancy from the state and non state 

actors also is causing the continuous unrest in the region 

What is to be done ? 

 India to end this long quagmire of armed conflict with Kashmiris, it must shift away 

from its current policy and allow political space for Kashmiris. 
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 It should repeal its draconian laws like the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act and the 

Public Safety Act and punish soldiers involved in human rights violations. 

 by giving people, particularly youth, relief from a stifling atmosphere of excessive 

militarization and curbs on their movement and free expression, by opening channels 

of communication with them without setting preconditions and by addressing the 

economic discontent in the state without making the people feel that they are being 

robbed of even their existing resources in the name of charity and financial aid. 
 

Topic:  Political philosophies;  

Q) Do you think dissent, protests and debates are integral to nationalism? In the light of 

ongoing debate on nationalism in India, critically comment which type of nationalism you 

would like Indians to embrace. (200 Words) 

The Hindu.   

Yes: 

 Nationalism demands people to be an enlightened and reasonable citizenry that 

believes in democracy and a nation that upholds democratic ideals.  

o Democratic ideals necessarily constitute the notion of counter-narratives, 

disagreement, dialogue and most importantly, dissent. 

o The reason why dissent is important is because it hinders the tendency of the 

opinion of the majority to take a totalitarian and authoritative tone. This is 

what makes a democracy radically different from a dictatorship.  

 

 The attempt in India at present is to establish a discourse wherein there is only one 

dominant way of thinking.  

o The rights of deprived sections like dalits, women, backward classes, tribals 

couldn’t have been uphelp if this mode of thinking continued.  

 

 Debates and discussions are needed to question the dominant trends, theories and 

practices. Lynching incidents, ban on beef incidents are a threat to democracy, a 

threat to free speech and a threat to diversity of opinions.   

 

  Supreme Court has clearly stated that Article 19 gives individual citizens as well as 

the media the right to argue a position, for or against, and the right to dissent against 

the existing establishment. These actions are not sedition. They have a right. 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/26/1-think-dissent-protests-debates-integral-nationalism-light-ongoing-debate-nationalism-india-critically-comment-type-nationalism-like-indians-t/
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No: 

 proven incitement i.e.., incite somebody to dis affection by violent action, is sedition 

and anti national  

 When dissent reaches the level of being completely unacceptable as it seeks to 

malign the image of a nation in the international arena and promote tendencies that 

prove harmful for others that hold a feeling of nationalism is to be curbed. 

 Praising a terrorist and shouting anti-India slogan at the same time is certainly 

something which should be frowned upon. this kind of behaviour questions the 

integrity of the constitutional bodies like Supreme Court and details the image of the 

nation  

 

What type of nationalism is needed in India ? 

 India is a diverse country and diverse opinions are bound to arise. there should be 

enough space given for every opinion which is not in coherence with the dominant 

view. 

 Constitutional provision of freedom of speech and expression should not be 

curbed. 

 Voicing concerns and demanding the rights of deprived people only moves the 

country forward , tolerant and egalitarian. 

 Efforts should be made to understand the ground realities that made the students 

and people to raise such voices  
 

Topic: Salient features of Indian Society; Diversity of India; Social Empowerment; 

Q) It is said that in India deprived social groups are using migration to improve their socio-

economic status in the rural economy. Do you think migration is acting as a harbinger of 

social equality in rural India? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 
Yes migration harbingers socioeconomic equality : 

 Based on the study by India spend within four months of migrating, each of the 

surveyed families had managed to earn enough to lift them out of poverty and even 

repay their loans. 

 Based on Bihar experience remittance had the highest share in incomes of Schedule 

Caste/Schedule Tribe (SC/ST) and Muslim households. SC/ST and Muslim 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/05/1-said-india-deprived-social-groups-using-migration-improve-socio-economic-status-rural-economy-think-migration-acting-harbinger-social-equality/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/05/1-said-india-deprived-social-groups-using-migration-improve-socio-economic-status-rural-economy-think-migration-acting-harbinger-social-equality/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/05/1-said-india-deprived-social-groups-using-migration-improve-socio-economic-status-rural-economy-think-migration-acting-harbinger-social-equality/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/mWkB5iKRoDKCbprr9XzykO/Is-migration-a-harbinger-of-social-equality-in-rural-India.html
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households have experienced the highest increase in share of households which has 

at least one migrant. 

 On an average, households with migrant members earned approximately over 

Rs.73000 in 2011, as compared to an income of Rs.62,235 in case of households 

without migrant members. 

 Between migration and welfare schemes such as the MGNREGA, an overwhelming 

majority opts for the former. Income from casual labour in government programmes 

including MGNREGA and Backward Regions Grant Fund (BRGF) formed less than 1% 

of total income across all caste groups in 2011, except for the SC/ STs 

 A comparison of average housing amenities in rural India and urban slums shows that 

the latter might be better off than the former. 

However not all is positive in this aspect: 

 A Mint story on the plight of migrant workers, who had come to Delhi from drought-

hit Bundelkhand, showed abysmal living conditions for them. Similarly, most 

construction workers, an important sector where migrant workers are employed, 

often live on construction sites which lack in most basic facilities. 

 Migrants often do not have access to proper health facilities which leads them to 

lose their jobs or end up with life-threatening illnesses 

 Opportunities for a migrant worker are crucially dependent on performance of 

sectors such as construction. Any downturn in labour demand could immensely 

increase hardships. 

 Caste based discrimination is still rampant in rural India despite quality of life 

improving for these groups. This creates tension between communities and may lead 

to communal issues. 

Q) In Many parts of India Dalits are denied entry into temples, public and social spaces, and 

are threatened when they try to assert their basic human rights. Do you see a pattern in 

such injustices across regions and societies in India? What needs to be done to stop such 

injustices? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/12/1-many-parts-india-dalits-denied-entry-temples-public-social-spaces-threatened-try-assert-basic-human-rights-see-pattern-injustices/
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http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/12/1-many-parts-india-dalits-denied-entry-temples-public-social-spaces-threatened-try-assert-basic-human-rights-see-pattern-injustices/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/12/1-many-parts-india-dalits-denied-entry-temples-public-social-spaces-threatened-try-assert-basic-human-rights-see-pattern-injustices/
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Background: 

 Recently the Madras High Court observed that it was both a moral obligation and the 

legal mandate for the state to permit Dalits to worship at the Badrakaliamman temple 

in Kallimedu in tamilnadu. This brought into light the apathy faced by the Dalits in the 

Indian society . 

  

Yes,there is a pattern in these kind of injustices across regions and societies in India: 

 In many villages of India the nature of certain social equations has not changed from 

what they have been for centuries. 

 Recent incidents reported from Tumakuru in Karnataka about village barber shops 

denying haircuts for dalits upholds this notion. 

 The Dalits’ struggle for an equal share of honours in temple festivals has repeatedly 

ended in failure. Despite repeated judgements by the courts favouring Dalits it has not 

been put into force . 

 Discrimination against Dalits is widespread and ingrained in the psyche across India, in 

rural settings in particular. In some places it takes the form of violent oppression, in 

others it is disguised yet omnipresent. 

 The number of registered cases of anti-Dalit atrocities, notoriously under-

reported, jumped by 17.1 per cent in 2013 (compared to 2012) according to the 

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB).  

 The Prevention of atrocities Act has not made a huge impact either, as evident from the 

figures mentioned above. 

 Atrocities have continued, unbearably as seen in the recent case in madhya Pradesh 

a Dalit woman was beaten up because her shadow castes on an upper caste man . 

 In parallel, Dalit women continue to be victims of violence and rape 

 Gau rakshaks killing Dalit men for taking the meat of a dead animal shows the 

cynicism . 

 The police and the judiciary do not change their attitude. In spite of the fact that 

the PoA Act has introduced special courts for speedy trials, the conviction rate 

under this act has remained very low and has declined even from 30 per cent in 

2011 to 22.8 per cent in 2013  

 But to have a case registered under the PoA Act is in itself a problem. On average, 

only one-third of the cases of atrocities are registered under the PoA Act. The police 

is reluctant to do so because of the severity of the penalties likely to be imposed by 

the act. 
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 Educated Dalits want more to join the university system. Some of them have 

succeeded in doing so, but they often face frustrating experiences when they are 

discriminated against in the very institution that should promote social mobility 

 The absence of social reform movements in the heartland states in contrast to the 

southern states has contributed to the presence of brutal caste wars in the north. 

 Government data suggests that the usual suspect in terms of incidence of crime 

committed against SCs is the Hindi heartland. Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan top the 

list with 8,075 and 8,028 cases respectively in 2014. 

 Part of the reason for this is the backlash by privileged groups against a new form of 

assertion of rights and display of aspirations by Dalit youth 

 An assertion of Dalit rights, whether in terms of identity politics (in Uttar Pradesh), 

or class politics (Bihar and Andhra Pradesh), leads to a backlash 

 But discrimination isn’t a rural problem alone. Joblessness among Dalits runs through 

the urban landscape as well. 

 According to 2011 Census data, the unemployment rate for SCs between 15 and 59 

years of age was 18 per cent, including marginal workers seeking work, as 

compared to 14 per cent for the general population. Among STs, the 

unemployment rate was even higher at over 19 per cent. 

No: 

 After all, the Constitution guarantees the right to equality of all citizens and affirmative 

action for Dalits. Years of following the policy of affirmative action has yielded a 

high degree of participation and representation of Dalits in politics and in governance 

 Certainly, reservations have given birth to Dalit entrepreneurs and a Dalit middle class 

benefiting from government jobs.  

What is needed? 

 It would help if the political actors who have accommodated Dalits among their party 

and governance structures, due to the their sheer weight of numbers as a 

representative section, also believed in and worked as conduits for social 

transformation.  

 A recent study pointed out that barring exceptions such as the Bahujan Samaj Party, 

the leadership of major political parties suffered from a clear diversity deficit, with 

Dalits being severely under-represented in the leadership across parties 

 Economic empowerment is the key for quality of life. stand up India and Pradhan 

mantri mudra yojana gives an opportunity for the Dalits to become entrepreneurs. 

 Recently the SC and ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Bill, passed by 

Parliament, made several critical changes. 
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 New activities were added to the list of offences. Among them were 

 preventing SCs/STs from using common property resources 

 from entering any places of public worship, and from entering an education or 

health institution. 

 In case of any violation, the new law said that the courts would presume unless 

proved otherwise that the accused non-SC/ST person was aware of the caste or 

tribal identity of the victim. 

 Banish untouchability in educational institutions 

 Ensure food security by incuding dalit families in Antyodaya Anna Yojana in the 

national food security act 2013. 

 Implement Sukhdeo Thorat committee report. 
 

Q) Examine the features of today’s Dalit movements and critically comment on their 

demands. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 There have been many instances of victimisation and discrimination against Dalits in the 

recent times. Dalits started to protest against this and the most recent one is the Dalit 

Asmita Yatra. 

 Features of Dalit movements: 

 The movements are spontaneous, with a publicly stated non-violent approach. 

 The peaceful, non-violent yatra was all the more remarkable given the background 

of inhuman and humiliating incidents 

 It had no political affiliation. There were no celebrity leaders or speakers. 

 Ordinary people supported it in large numbers, with meetings held in villages en route 

where local participation was spontaneous.  

 It had several groups coming together — trade unions, Dalit Sangharsh Samitis, 

workers’ unions, youth groups and individuals.  

 Participants came from all over India and Dalit leaders from Punjab, Bihar, Andhra 

Pradesh and Telangana joined in. 

 Muslim community members came in large numbers to support the Dalit community 

in their campaign In Gujarat recently. 

 Dalit movement in Gujarat played a significant role for the government to step down 

from power. 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/16/1-examine-features-todays-dalit-movements-critically-comment-demands/
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Demands: 

 Dalit movement in Gujarat is talking about intensifying agitation if the demand for 

granting five acres of land for each family is not met by Gujarat government. 

 Freedom from castesim and they will not tolerate any more atrocities on dalits 

anywhere in the country. 

 Banishment of each of the accused arrested in the Una atrocity incident under PASA  

 Arrest of people who participated in the beating of Dalits and police to be sensitive to 

the Dalit victims. 

 They also demanded alternative employment options from government to Dalits who 

have pledged to not dispose of carcasses of dead animals. 

Positives: 

 Caste system: 

 constitutional provisions upheld eradication of untouchability and treating every 

person equally irrespective of caste. Their demand of freedom from caste system is 

supported by this. 

 Recent incidents of atrocities against Dalits in the country and called for a thorough 

probe in those cases is needed.  

Negatives: 

 Banishment is against the constitutional provisions of article 19. 

 Violence is against the Indian law and constitutional provisions. Intensifying agitation by 

rail roko causes discomfort to many people and this kind of approach should not be 

encouraged. 

 

Q) “While it has been a dramatic journey of social, economic and political progress since 

1947, one that we are all proud of, several regressive practises continue to exist in India 

today, and it is these that we must look at addressing urgently in the future.” Which are 

these regressive practices? Critically analyse their nature and impact on society. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Regressive practices: 

 Gender discrimination and Preference for sons: 

 India’s patriarchal society has engrained that sons are the saviours of the families 

and this has led to adverse sex ratio in many states like Haryana, Punjab etc 

 Impact:  

 Leads to importing brides from different regions. 

 Men are treated superior in the families than women. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/16/2-dramatic-journey-social-economic-political-progress-since-1947-one-proud-several-regressive-practises-continue-exist-india-today-t/
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 Female infanticide and sex detection which is against the tenets of PCPNDT act. 

 Looking at the data regarding communal riots since 1980’s the body of a 

woman becomes the primary target  of the display of regressive power via rape 

and the victim is blamed for it. 

 Woman’s purity is calculated based on the submissive nature of the woman . 

 Violence against women in the form of dowry violence, rape, marital rape is 

accepted by the society. 

 prevent women from entering the sanctum sanctorum of places of worship. 

 organization Bhumata Ranragini Brigade due credit for their gumption to take 

on religious leaders and organizations and enter haji ali dargah, shani singnapur 

temple  

 women are now coming forward to fight against various social evils, including 

those tied to religion 

 Child marraige and child labour: 

 India has the highest cases of child marraige and child labour in the world. The 

rates of child marriage vary between states and are as high as 69% and 65% in 

Bihar and Rajasthan 

 Nature: 

 In many communities girls are seen as an economic burden and marriage 

transfers the responsibility to her new husband. Poverty and marriage 

expenses such as dowry may lead a family to marry off their daughter at a 

young age to reduce these costs. 

 Controling women’s sexuality is another reason behind this ill practice 

 Impact: 

 Against constitution provisions. 

 Endangering their personal development and wellbeing. child marriage is a 

human rights violation 

 Child brides are often disempowered, dependent on their husbands and 

deprived of their fundamental rights to health, education and safety.  

 Neither physically nor emotionally ready to become wives and mothers, 

child brides are at greater risk of experiencing dangerous complications in 

pregnancy and childbirth, becoming infected with HIV/AIDS and suffering 

domestic violence. 

 With little access to education and economic opportunities, they and their 

families are more likely to live in poverty. 

 Discrimination against socio economic backward classes: 
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 Recently Dalit crematoriums were constructed as upper caste 

Hindus  were not allowing Dalits to perform their last rights in Hindu 

crematorium. 

 This is against article 15 of the constitution where state should not 

discriminate against sex, gender , religion, caste etc. Untouchability is a 

menace and social evil associated with traditional Hindu society 

 Impact: 

 Leads to segregation and insecurities among different communities 

 Against the ideals freedom fighters fought for. 

 Dalit movements would rise leads to polarisation within communities  

 Muslim Talaq issue: 

 Having suffered under discriminatory practices for centuries, Muslim 

women in India have started raising their voice against 

anachronistic Muslim divorce laws, which gives men the right to 

forsake their marriage on the flimsiest of grounds by uttering the word 

‘talaq’ three times. 

The sooner we remove the dichotomy between liberal values and regressive traditions and 

customs, the sooner we will be able to take our nation forward. 
 

Q) Do you think rapid industrialization and market forces are best bet for Dalit 

empowerment? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Yes: 

 Ambhedkar exhorted the oppressed communities to leave the villages for city life as 

the city is often viewed as a liberating space where rigid social structures make way 

for secular transformations. 

 Dalit empowerment via the market in the form of its Stand Up India initiative, launched 

earlier this year—a scheme for encouraging greenfield enterprises by SC/ST and female 

entrepreneurs by facilitating bank loans between Rs.10 lakh and Rs.1 crore. 

 Results of a survey done in Uttarpradesh confirmed the power of the market to change 

Dalit circumstances. The survey found significant social and material benefits among all 

Dalit households in two Uttar Pradesh blocks in the years after liberalization—as well as 

a concomitant increase in the number of Dalits running their own businesses 

 Making it easier for Dalits to start businesses would be more effective in bringing 

about social equality than any affirmative action. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/19/1-think-rapid-industrialization-market-forces-best-bet-dalit-empowerment-critically-comment/
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 Venture capital fund to help people of backward classes, and loans being given under 

the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana Can empower Dalits further . 

No: 

 Caste and community links play a role in various aspects of the Indian market, from 

securing capital to integration into supply chains. There is rarely a clear demarcation 

between formal business networks and informal community networks. 

 Residential segregation and identity-based discrimination are on a steady rise in urban 

spaces. According to a recent study of spatial inequalities in 10 Indian populous cities 

(based on ward level census data), rapid growth in cities has not reduced spatial 

segregation by caste or religion. Dalits and Adivasi are still heavily concentrated within 

certain geographical areas of cities, mostly in unauthorised settlements and poor 

neighbourhoods. 

 The socio-religious characteristics of the neighbourhoods in question determine the 

municipal services available to them. 

 Faultlines are being created for future conflicts. This current form of urbanisation that is 

producing “urban winners” and “urban losers” should alert urban planners and key 

policy makers to the necessary reforms. 

What is needed? 

The private sector has played a significant role in bolstering black capitalism in the US via 

targeted inclusion of black enterprises in supply networks. This will be necessary in India as 

well in the Dalit context. While there have been positive signs from groups like Tata and 

Godrej, there is little to show for it yet in a wider context. 
 

Q) Do you think both history and geography are hampering India’s quest for Olympic 

medals? Analyse. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Historically : 

  Based on the statistical data India medal tally at the olympics ended up being zero 

for six times so far. And if it hadn’t been for hockey incredible run from 1928 to 

1980, India would have been empty-handed 16 times 

 First individual medal came in 1952 and then till 1996 there was no individual medal. 

 Based on Indian medal tally over the olympics it has been successful in wrestling, 

shooting and so India has to focus further in these fields. 
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Geography: 

 Out of the 1.2 billion population ,833 million live in rural areas and the rest in urban 

India. There are almost no organised sports in the former are negligible. 

 Even in urban areas urban poverty is a fact of life. Based on Hashim committee 

35%  of urban Indian households below the poverty line. 

 Using that yardstick, only 245 million people in urban areas having any kind of access 

to sports 

 Based on the Kenyan and Jamaican success in the olympics it is analysed that physical 

body structure, weather conditions and terrain, as well as tradition, play a 

dominant part in how well a country does in a particular sport. 

 Also the sports infrastructure in India is inclined in the form of clusters from where 

sportspersons are excelling for instance Hyderabad became a hub for badminton , 

Haryana for wrestling etc. 

However there are other factors which determine the success of a country in the olympics 

like : 

 Governments support for sportspersons 

 Indian sports culture which is still in nascent stages as sports as a career is not very 

well supported 

 Lack of assessing talent in the rural areas 

 Lack of sports infrastructure  

 Focus on very few sports 

 

Q) Discuss India’s record of championing human rights across the world since 

independence. Do you think India has lost moral right to express concern over human rights 

violations in other parts of the world? Comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

India’s record of championing human rights across the world since independence: 

 Palestine: 

o support for the Palestinian people in their struggle to prove that they were the 

original inhabitants of the land that has been known as Israel since 1948 was 

also born of principles. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/25/1-discuss-indias-record-championing-human-rights-across-world-since-independence-think-india-lost-moral-right-express-concern-human-rights-violations-parts/
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o India voted against the Partition Plan for Palestine at the UN in 1947 and 

opposed Israel’s entry to the UN. 

o  India was among the few countries in the non-Arab, non-Islamic world to 

permit the Palestinians to set up an office in New Delhi. 

o India has recognised Palestinian statehood since its declaration in 1988. 

 Tibet: 

o India opened its doors to the Dalai Lama this welcoming nature led to large 

number of Tibetans who have settlements in various parts of the country. 

 Bangladesh : 

o India liberated Bangladesh from the human right violations and clutches of 

Pakistan in the liberating war of 1971. 

 Srilanka: 

o India took up the Tamil cause in Sri Lanka. 

 Most principled human rights position that India took was the one against apartheid, 

cutting off all links with South Africa for over 40 years after the racist National Party 

government enacted laws to segregate black people.  

 Recently India told it gave moral support for the people of Baluchistan from the 

oppressive nature of Pakistan army. 

 India has the moral right to take a strong stand against human right violations which 

has been the case even before independence itself. 

Concern: 

 In 2015, India abstained from voting against Israel at the UN Human Rights Council, 

over a UNHRC report that found evidence of war crimes by both Israel and Hamas in 

Gaza in 2014 when 2,300 Palestinian civilians were killed in Israeli airstrikes. 

 India's role in srilanka regarding has been criticized As many as 1,200 soldiers were 

killed and 3,000 injured, before the Indian peace keeping force pulled out in March 

1990. The costs, in terms of India’s prestige and that of its army, were as high as the 

human losses. 
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 With respect to Myanmar India did not do much to help Aung San Suu Kyi for the 

nearly two decades she was kept under house arrest by the Myanmar junta. Also the 

stateless rohingyas still suffer identity crisis in India . 

 India has not taken a strong stand against the human right violations going on in 

Syria and the middle East. 

 However in the recent times within India itself the human right violations have been 

rampant especially in the regions under AFSPA ,Gau Rakshaks killing dalits and 

Muslims, instances threatening freedom of speech and expression. 

 

Topic: Role of women 

Q) “The next secretary-general of UN should be both a woman and a feminist, with the 

determination and leadership to promote women’s rights and gender equality.” Comment. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background : 

 In the recent years women are increasingly being appointed  in the 

international  organizations. In 2014, Michaëlle Jean became the first woman Secretary-

General of the Organisation  internationale  de la Francophonie. This year, a woman 

became Secretary-General of the Commonwealth, and another the Secretary-General 

of FIFA.  

 This brought to light the question  about women heading UN. 

Why women should lead the UN? 

Yes: 

 A recent Guardian poll found that 96% of respondents believe it’s time to have a 

female secretary general. And there are more women in power than ever before 

and the once indefensible connection between masculinity and leadership is 

breaking. 

 This guarantees equal opportunities for women and men in gaining access to senior 

decision-making positions, Member States are encouraged to consider presenting 

women, as well as men, as candidates for the position of Secretary-General. 

 Women very often have a different way of leading, which could reinvigorate the 

United Nations as a whole, because there is more listening, being inclusive and working 

in practical ways to resolve problems. These are the kind of attributes that can very 

much help strengthen the role of secretary-general. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/08/2-next-secretary-general-un-woman-feminist-determination-leadership-promote-womens-rights-gender-equality-comment/
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 They pave the way for gender equality in politics and reduce the gender gap in 

political ambition. A woman as secretary general would send a strong signal of 

progress. She will truly champion the UN’s core values of human rights, equality and 

justice 

 Indeed, while gender equality is embedded in the work of the UN, its eight leaders since 

it was founded in 1945 have all been men. Even outside of the top spot, the UN hasn’t 

quite achieved the right balance: women hold only a quarter of the highest positions in 

the secretariat. Now if this happens it will show UN is actually striving for upholding 

its  

 In women’s and girls eyes, the symbolic empowerment of a woman top official, with 

responsibilities in peace, stability and development, is fundamental. It has a great 

psychological impact. 

 women in power are influential role models. Even those who do not implement a 

strong feminine agenda still advance the cause for women like Margaret thatcher.  

 Experts hope if a woman is at the helm, there will be a greater focus on conflict 

prevention and sustainable peace at a moment when the U.N. is embroiled in sexual 

abuse peacekeeping scandals, confronting growing challenges from terrorism and 

facing a refugee crisis around the globe. 

 It would fulfill promises given by world leaders 21 years ago at the historic UN Fourth 

World Conference on Women in Beijing to nominate more women to senior UN posts. 

In the past decade, women have filled less than a quarter of senior roles at the 

organisation. 

No: 

 While a woman secretary general would be a symbolic achievement, there are 

doubts how much it would matter at the grassroots level around the world. 

 One thing world has seen is that women leaders aren’t always great for ordinary 

women.  

In the Philippines, for example, women presidents have resisted family-planning access for 

women, while male presidents have pushed those rights. 

 

Q) Do you attribute political rise of women leaders in India to the men around them? In 

your opinion, what should change in India to see women occupy powerful posts? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
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Background: 

 India ranks 20th from the bottom in terms of representation of women in Parliament. 

 Women have held the posts of president and prime minister in India, as well as chief 

ministers of various states but the political discourse of India in the present days raises 

many questions about the strength of women in political arena. 

Political rise of women leaders in India is attributed to the men around them because:- 

 One of the reasons for the rise of leaders like Jayalalithaa, Sonia Gandhi and 

Ms. Mayawati is often attributed to the men around them like M.G. Ramachandran, 

Rajiv Gandhi, and Kanshi Ram, respectively.  

Political rise of women leaders cannot be entirely attributed to the men around them 

because: 

 The dynasty factor and the support of men to these leaders would not be the only 

reason for them to come this far. They  are clearly now significant leaders in their own 

right, who can influence not only the decisions of their own parties but even the 

course of national politics. 

 The rise of leaders like Mamata Banerjee who scripted their own path in politics shows 

a different view of the political rise. 

 Most women politicians have found it difficult to rise within party hierarchies, and have 

managed to achieve clear leadership only when they have effectively broken out and 

set up parties on their own.  

 Jayalalitha and Mamata Banerjee are clear examples of this 

 Yet once these women become established as leaders, another peculiarly Indian 

characteristic seems to dominate – that is the unquestioning acceptance by the (largely 

male) party rank and file of the leader’s decisions. 

What should change in India to see women occupy powerful posts? 

1. Attitude of the men towards women: 

 The patriarchal mindset is even visible in the leaders of the country .To criticise a 

male politician they insult his decisions and policies but to criticise a woman 

politician they  insult her decisions, policies and looks 

 For example the recent expulsion of BJP party member for verbally abusing a 

female politician 

2. Recognizing that sharing work and family responsibilities between men and women is 

critical to women’s involvement in public life 

3. Actions political parties can take are: 

 Revising party structures and procedures that hinder the participation of women 
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 Developing initiatives to ensure women participate in all internal policy making 

structures and electoral nominating processes 

 Incorporating gender issues in their political agendas 

4. Capacity gaps mean women are less likely than men to have the education, contacts and 

resources needed to become effective leaders.  

5. There is a need for the Passage of women reservation bill.  

6. A Women agency need to be established  

7. Dynastic politics generally prefer men as the leader than woman this has to 

change performance based politics.  
 

Q) Does the new Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016 goes against women empowerment? 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
Yes: 

 The Bill limits the practice of surrogacy to heterosexual Indian couples who have 
been married for five years, have no children, and are able to persuade a relative to 
become a surrogate altruistically for them. 

 commissioning parents will only be allowed to meet medical expenses of their 
“altruistic” surrogate mothers; no other payments can be made. The only realistic 
out of pocket expenses are covered by the intended parents   

 Instead of working to protect the rights of the surrogate mother,  it has chosen 
to play an authoritarian, moralistic role in deciding who can be a parent and 
who cannot 

 Has chosen to ban commercial surrogacy altogether. A large set of people who 
could have benefitted from it has also been left out of the ambit of surrogacy  

 Bars NRIs, foreigners, unmarried couples, single parent, live-in couples and 
homosexuals from this choice of parenting  

 These bans only end up pushing these activities underground , hidden from the 
law, but thriving just as equally.  

 The option of carrying a child inside a woman, to give joy to another woman and 
improve women’s own financial situation has empowered the women. The ban will 
now compel needy families to beg for money 

  Foreign couples are only seeking a family and they take care of their surrogates 
throughout their life because of the bond, not as a commercial deal 

 
No: 

 Especially the plan to have a national regulator to oversee clinics that offer surrogate 
services, and provisions for providing legal aid to surrogate mothers is a good step. 
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 progressive bill” that sought to curb the “commercial exploitation of a woman’s 
womb. surrogacy has become an industry, and has commodified motherhood to an 
extent that it borders on human trafficking 

o There have been several instances of alleged exploitation of surrogate 
mothers that were reported highlighting the need to safeguard their 
rights, the child’s rights, as well as that of the commissioning parents.  

o Where is the financial empowerment of women, when she gets barely get paid 
for carrying the child compared to the doctor who arranges the surrogacy. 

 This commercialization of surrogacy led to a black market and baby-selling, breeding 
farms, turning impoverished women into baby producers and the possibility of 
selective breeding at a price 

 There is no attention given to the physical and mental health condition of the 
surrogate mother. Additionally, there is a lot of stigma pertaining to being a 
surrogate mother, and many times these women are ostracized by their husbands 
and families for this decision of theirs. 

 The Bill bans commercial surrogacy (i.e. hiring a womb), and bars married couples 
who have biological or adopted children, single people, live-in partners and 
homosexuals from opting for surrogacy. Similarly, foreign nationals, NRIs and Persons 
of Indian Origin holding an Overseas Citizen of India status, are also barred from 
opting for surrogacy. This move is in line with the Government’s efforts to 
encourage adoption 

 Another key aspect of the Bill is that it requires all surrogacy clinics to be registered. 
Clinics can charge for the services rendered in the course of surrogacy, but the 
surrogate mother cannot be paid. National and state surrogacy boards will be the 
regulating authorities. 

 The penalties and punishments are also strict. Abandonment of surrogate child, 
commercial surrogacy, and exploitation of surrogate mother, selling of human 
embryo or import of embryo will attract imprisonment of at least 10 years and a fine 
of up to Rs 10 lakh 

 

Topic:  Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues 

Q) A new study suggests the idea of involving religious leaders in tackling neglected tropical 

diseases (NTDs). Examine how can religion play major role in tackling neglected tropical 

diseases. (200 Words) 

Down to Earth 

Background: 

 According to the World Health Organization (WHO), NTDs are a diverse group of 

communicable diseases that prevail in tropical and sub-tropical conditions in 149 
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countries and affect more than a billion people. They mainly affect people living in 

poverty without adequate sanitary conditions. 

Yes, religion plays major role in tackling these diseases: 

 According to the study, research done by various groups finds that Muslims represent 

the fastest-growing religious group and that poverty and NTDs disproportionately 

affect Muslim-dominated nations. 

 Conflicts in the Islamic State-occupied territories in Syria, Iraq, Libya, as well as in 

Yemen are also contributing to the further emergence of NTDs such as leishmaniasis. 

 Data released by the World Health Organization (WHO) indicates that 

practically everyone infected with a major neglected tropical disease (NTD) lives in a 

Christian-, Muslim-, or Hindu-majority nation. 

 Linking NTDs to religion has potential importance because it invites prominent 

international religious leaders to have a greater role in advocating for and supporting 

NTD control. 

 The study adds that as Pope Francis is a staunch supporter of the poor, he can add 

NTDs to the portfolio of activities for the Papacy. In the same way, leaders in India 

and Nepal can expand their existing commitments to cover fight against NTDs. 

 At the local level, religious leaders in churches, mosques, and temples could have 

important roles in raising awareness about NTDs and their health impact and could 

even promote indigenous control and elimination efforts. 

 Finally, there remains the interfaith opportunity to bring these three great religions 

together in order to cooperate on reducing the global burden of NTDs. 

 NTD control and elimination represents one of the most effective and cost-efficient 

means to reduce poverty and relieve global suffering 

 For instance, for the OIC nations, the Islamic Development Bank, and some of the 

wealthier nations of the Gulf Cooperation Council could look at opportunities to 

contribute as well as support research and development (R&D) for new technologies.  

However religious leaders cannot overtly control the spread of these diseases: there are 

other reasons like 

 High Population and high density regions 

 Lack of proper sanitation and hygiene 

 Poverty make the countries more susceptible to these diseases 
 

Q) Discuss the merits and demerits of the draft Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, 

Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill. (200 Words) 

Livemint 
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The Hindu 

Merits: 

  Billed as the country’s first ever anti-human-trafficking law. 

  The draft bill recognizes for the first time in independent India the enormity and 

gravity of this crime. 

  Its main purposes are to unify existing anti-trafficking law, increase the definition 

to cover labour-trafficking and not just sex-trafficking, as earlier legislations like 

the Immoral Trafficking (Prevention) Act 0f 1956 did.  

 Crucially, the Bill promises to treat survivors of trafficking as victims in needs of 

assistance and to make rehabilitation a right for those who are rescued. 

 The move to make rehabilitation a right and provisions for cross-border repatriation 

of victims in case they come from countries like Nepal and Bangladesh. 

 Recognizes rehabilitation as a right with a provision of shelter homes in every district 

and a fund for the welfare and reintegration of rescued women. 

 provides for special courts to expedite cases of trafficking.  

 It also provides for anti-trafficking committees down to the district level.  

 For the first time, a special investigation agency will coordinate work between states 

and collect intelligence on trafficking. 

Negatives : 

  Fails to define either trafficking or rehabilitation. 

 Language is extremely unclear in terms of how rehabilitation will take place,who will 

be responsible for it and which authority will plan rehabilitation i.e..District 

Magistrate or some other dedicated staff. 

 A high proportion of victims suffer from dysthymia, which is a kind of post-traumatic 

stress disorder. In order to treat this, victims need to be given access to 

mainstream healthcare facilities rather than being confined in protective homes 

which is not addressed in the bill. 

 There is no mention of rehabilitation for the women who escape from red light 

areas via clients . The bill only  applies to victims who have been in shelter homes. 

  If a girl is above the age of 18 who wants to return to their home from the special 

home, no provision is there for them 

 The relationship between the special investigation agency and state units, the 

manpower and resources come, what does anti trafficking fund cover remains 

unanswered.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/news/the-trafficking-of-persons-bill-is-good-but-not-good-enough/article8775176.ece
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 Shelter homes - 

o With very few exceptions, shelter homes function like jails with no 

freedom of mobility. 

o Girls and women staying in the shelter homes are often subjected to 

torture and ill treatment as well as substandard services. There’s no 

mention of punishing people who torture the girls in this way. 

 With its focus on trafficking in the sex trade, the draft bill is silent on labour 

trafficking, organ removal and forced marriages. 

Suggestions: 

 Rather than a detention order, the victims should be allowed to go out and be 

trained in other mainstream vocational training facilities  because being in a 

protective home is very restrictive. 

  WHO measure for rehabilitation of disabled persons that can be easily adapted for 

victims of trafficking can be imbibed in the bill. 

Facts: 

  According to the UN office for Drugs and Crime, South Asia, with India at its centre, 

is the fastest growing region for human trafficking in the world.  

 The Global Slavery Index of 2016, says that Indian is home to the largest number of 

enslaved people in the world, with about 18 million children and adults victim to 

modern slavery.  

 

Topic: Effects of globalization 

Q) What do you understand by globalism? Do you think it’s threatened by latest 

developments taking place around the world? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Globalism: 

 Globalism, at its core, seeks to describe a world which is characterized by networks 

of connections that span multi-continental distances. 
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 It attempts to understand all the inter-connections of the modern world — and to 

highlight patterns that underlie (and explain) them. 

 In contrast, globalization refers to the increase or decline in the degree of globalism. 

It focuses on the forces, the dynamism or speed of these changes. 

 Globalism is a phenomenon with ancient roots. Thus, the issue is not how old 

globalism is, but rather how “thin” or “thick” it is at any given time. 

Yes its threatened : 

 The rise of leaders like Trump in American politics as well as the recent decision by 

British voters to exit the European Union, seem to suggest the alarming possibility.  

 Most fervent Brexiteers, comprise white, blue-collar workers, mostly men, who have 

seen their wages and employment opportunities stagnate, or worsen, in the past 

quarter-century or more: exactly the period that is associated with the rise of 

globalization.  

o These individuals believe that increasing integration into the global economy, 

through reduced trade barriers, outsourcing and the rest, bear some 

responsibility for their current plight.  

 Free trade led to huge gaps where some gain and others lose. Rather than trying to 

explain that the freeing of trade creates both winners and losers, but that the losers 

can be compensated while the winners continue to gain politicians would simply 

duck the issue. 

 They feel that they have been economically squeezed by the forces of globalization 

that are being promoted by the political and economic elites ,that they are culturally 

marginalized and threatened by nonwhite immigrants who are “taking over” their 

jobs, and that secular liberal elites are responsible for the cultural decadence that is 

supposedly inflicting their societies. 

 Nationalists predict that globalism with its free trade, immigration, financial 

deregulation will destroy their families, communities and nations.  

 The WTO is losing relevance as developed and developing countries are trying to take 

protectionist measures of trade. 
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No its not threatened: 

 It has accelerated global economic growth, providing more than a billion new 

producers and consumers, from China, India and elsewhere with the opportunity to 

join the capitalist world while accelerating the growth of the service and information-

based sectors in the economies of industrialized West. 

 

Topic:  Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) and in 

flora and fauna and the effects of such changes 

Q) Recently, a committee of experts, appointed by the National Green Tribunal (NGT) to 

assess the damage caused to the Yamuna floodplain in Delhi where the World Culture 

Festival was held, has found that the event has extensively damaged Yamuna floodplain. 

Critically examine how such religious or spiritual congregations affect ecology of regions 

where such events are held. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background: 

 The Shashi Sekhar committee which was appointed to look into the adverse impact 

caused by the world culture festival to the Yamuna floodplain submitted its Assessment 

recently. 

Adverse effects on ecology by such events: 

 The use of big diesel power generators during ongoing World Culture Festival (WCF) at 

Yamuna floodplains is expected to have serious impact on the air quality. 

 The main event site has been totally destroyed by complete clearing of all kinds of 

vegetation on the floodplain (and loss of all dependent biodiversity), filling in of water 

bodies and all depressions, dumping of debris and garbage followed by levelling and 

heavy compacting of the ground”. 

 Most of the ecosystem functions of natural wetlands have been completely lost. This 

is an ‘invisible’ loss of biodiversity which cannot be easily assessed, and most may never 

be able to return. 

 Construction of ramps and roads, filling up of water bodies and levelling of the ground 

together with compaction have almost completely eliminated the natural physical 

features and diversity of habitats. 

 Physical changes also occurred in the river channel due to the removal of riparian 

vegetation, construction of road and pontoon bridges, blocking of the side channel that 
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would invariably disturb the flow and bottom sediments besides bringing in particulate 

material into it. 

 The simplification of habitat into a flat land has eliminated all water bodies in the 

impacted area .These water bodies control floods, help groundwater recharge, support 

vegetation, fish and other biodiversity. Overall, the floodwater retention capacity of 

the area has been severely compromised. 

 The floodplain has lost almost all of its natural vegetation – trees, shrubs, reeds, tall 

grasses, aquatic vegetation including water hyacinth. The vegetation also includes 

numerous microscopic forms of algae, mosses and some ferns which inhabit the soil 

and water bodies. 

 Loudspeakers, fire crackers and loud musical instruments, appear to be one of the 

biggest culprits of noise pollution during festivals in India. A study by World Health 

Organisation (WHO) asserts that noise pollution is not only a nuisance to the 

environment but it also poses considerable threat to public health. 

Suggestions:- 

 Polluter pays principle has to be implemented strictly 

 Social impact assessment has to be prepared before hand 

 Centre and state government need to have provisions for arranging these kind of 

festivals in temporary structures.  

Religion culture and environment are different things . People need to be aware that 

sustainable quality of life is very important and religious practices which impact 

environment adversely need to be avoided 

 

Q) Are problems of Kashmir and Balochistan similar in nature? Briefly examine the history 

of genesis of problems of both the regions. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

History of genesis of problems in both the regions: 

Balochistan – 

 It was occupied by Pakistan forcefully on March 27, 1948 and ever since it has been 

fighting against Pakistan to free themselves. 

 The British divided Balochistan into three parts. It is a struggle to free and reunify 

Baluchistan  and people from Pakistan, Iran and Afghanistan. 

 There are evidences that show that Pakistan has created local Al Qaeda, ISIS groups in 

this region to take action against nationalists. 

 The Baluch people have never had their required representation in politics, including 

the military. Sometimes they were not able to complete their tenure in the provincial 
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council of Baluchistan due to political exclusion tendency of the central government. 

This exacerbated the ethnic conflict in the province with the goal of autonomy or 

possibly independence.  

  

Similarities: 

 Both states had signed instruments of accession, with India and Pakistan, respectively. 

The key difference was the ruler of Kashmir, Maharaja Hari Singh, did it on his own 

volition, necessitated by the invasive situation arising out of the Pakistan army 

blitzkrieg, while the Balochistan ruler at the time Khan of Kalat, Mir Ahmadyar Khan, 

was forced to sign Kalat’s instruments of accession to Pakistan at gunpoint.  

 The insurgencies in Balochistan, in Pakistan and in Jammu and Kashmir (J & K) in India 

have much in common. An armed struggle by the youth has taken root in both 

places are examples of how violence is destroying the social order and the moral fabric 

of Balochs and Kashmiris alike. 

 Hundreds of Balochs have died in the current wave of violence, while hundreds of 

thousands of Baloch tribesmen have been forced out of their lands to take refuge in 

Sindh and Punjab. 

 Lack of development and Unemployment leads to alienation: 

 The Baloch nationalists argued that the development projects initiated by the 

government in Balochistan do not benefit the Balochs. Reportedly, despite 

producing 36-45 per cent of gas for Pakistan, the province of Balochistan gets to 

consume a mere 17 per cent of it. 

 A major source of grievance for the Balochs is the development of the Gwadar port 

located in Balochistan. The project initiated by the Pakistani government in 

collaboration with China is aimed at increasing trade ties with America, Europe and 

Asia. The construction project resulted in the employment of a large number of 

non-Balochs, especially Punjabis, even though there is an excess in the number of 

unemployed Baloch engineers and technicians. 

 The official versions from both establishments hold foreign elements responsible for 

insurgencies rather than seeing those as indigenous struggles. 

Both are different: 

 Nation state: 

 Kashmir was never a country, it was a princely state under a Maharaja. Kashmir was 

always a part of greater India.  
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 Balochistan as a nation-state was formed in 1410. It had its own constitution way 

before Pakistan got its constitution. 

 Education: 

 Education is free up to College and University levels in J & K. This has contributed to 

higher literacy rates in J & K as well as in Kerala, However education is a significant 

problem in Balochistan . 

 Special status: 

 Another marked difference is that the Indian constitution, under Article 370, has 

preserved Kashmir’s demographics and landholding and grants special autonomous 

status to J & K which is not true case with Balochistan. 

 While Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) and Gilgit-Baltistan are claimed by India, there 

is no claim on Balochistan. By mentioning the three — PoK, Gilgit-Baltistan and 

Balochistan in the same breath, it is a disservice to India’s own case for Kashmir. 

 Role of Army: 

 There are evidences and witnesses that Pakistan army is involved in the human 

rights violations and their kill-and-dump policy in Balochistan. 25,000 people 

including women and children are missing. They are abducted by Pakistan Army and 

abducted in front of people. 

 This is not the case in Kashmir with respect to Indian government . 

 Ownership of land: 

 Outsiders cannot own the land in Kashmir but in the case of Balochistan developers 

not only acquire the right to develop (by paying royalty or user fees) but also have 

the ownership of the land 

 

Q) Examine why major rivers in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh are prone to frequent floods. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 The floods caused by a spate in rivers Ganga, Sone, Punpun, Burhi Gandak, Ghaghra 

and Kosi have affected 23.71 lakh people in 1,115 villages In both the states. 

Reasons: 

 Geographically Nepal is a mountainous region. When heavy rains occur in the 

mountains of central and eastern Nepal the water flows into the major drainages 

of Narayani, Bagmati, and Koshi rivers.  
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o As these rivers cross into India they flow into the plains and lowlands of 

Bihar and break their banks. To protect the Koshi River dam as well as 

the Koshi Barrage Pool's embankments, Indian engineers who are in charge 

of the dam in Nepal, further open the dam's gates which can cause 

flooding down river in Bihar. 

  Although India has built over 3000 km of embankments in Bihar over the last few 

decades, the flooding propensity has increased by 2.5 times during the same time 

period, not to mention that embankments failed during each major flooding 

event. 

  In the case of the Kosi, it is found that because of siltation the river bed was in fact 

several feet higher than the adjoining land. 

 Deforestation in the catchment area has led to increase in the silt content of the 

river flow.  

 An absence of national policy on silt management causes a concern 

.Farakha  barrage has led to following problems upstream of the barrage: 

o Sedimentation  

o Widening of the river and increasing length 

o Increase in flood frequency and magnitude 

 Bansagar dam has been accumulating water for over a month but water has been 

released when the dam was 99.5% full and had little capacity to store any more 

water.one time release of this water led to grave situation in the states of Bihar 

and uttarpradesh.  

 In the case of uttarpradesh water from Nepal, Madhya Pradesh and Uttarakhand 

has been released leading to further rise in water levels of the major rivers in the 

state. 

 Both the states are mostly plains so when the water flows its impact is much more in 

plains as it covers huge area. 

Suggestions: 

 Silt management policy is needed 

 Namame ganga can have silt management as a component . 

 A proper canal system can streamline the water for proper use. 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dam
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Topic: World geography;  

Q) “Pollution can cause fundamental changes in cloud behaviour and precipitation 

patterns.” Examine these changes and their effects. (200 Words) 

Down to Earth 
Background: 

 Aerosols are microscopic organic and inorganic particles that are constantly being 

released into the atmosphere.  

 These microscopic pollutants act as the sites where water vapour condenses to form 

cloud droplets.  

 For instance, the type of aerosols and their abundance in the atmosphere dictate the 

behaviour of cloud whether it will result in precipitation, bounce back solar radiation 

into space or trap the radiated heat.  

Changes and effects: 
Negative effects: 

 Less rainfall: 

o Greater the number of aerosols, larger is the number of cloud droplets 

o But more cloud droplets do not necessarily mean higher precipitation. As cloud 

water gets distributed among too many aerosols, they result in a large number 

of smaller droplets, which are slower to coalesce into bigger droplets that can 

fall as precipitation, he adds. 

o  In other words, polluted air often suppresses rainfall.  

 Role in lightning and cloud burst: 

o Polluted clouds at times grow to greater heights due to convection. At this 

level, the behaviour of cloud droplets changes.  

o They attain sufficient size to start coalescing into bigger droplets that can fall 

as precipitation. 

o Cumulo Nimbus clouds are formed when added with a large number of 

aerosols, grows beyond the freezing level, it results in a large number of free 

ice pellets in the upper parts of clouds.  

o The continuous and rapid vertical flows of water and ice pellets within clouds 

create an enormous amount of static energy, which in turn results in lightning 

and hailstones.  

o This observation can be applied to understand why lightning-related deaths 

are common in certain places in India 

 Aerosol loading over the mainland is highest along the Gangetic plains in the 

northern and eastern parts of the country, in Central India and in the Deccan 
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Plateau.  These are also the regions that report maximum number of lightning 

deaths. 

 Tall clouds serve as a vertical pathway for energy flow. This leads to turbulence 

while travelling in an aircraft that moves through a cloud. 

 An abundance of aerosol particles in such a cloud system can extend their size and 

lifespan by delaying rains and causing extreme storms when the rains finally arrive. 

This results in extreme events such as tornadoes, dust storms and squalls. 

 Pollution weakens the rising motion of air that drives the precipitation response to 

the monsoon 

 The character of the clouds has become even more uncertain in a changing climate 

Positive effects: 

 Cloud droplets also reflect part of the solar radiation back into space, and thus have a 

cooling effect on earth. By this logic, clouds in the industrial era would have higher 

cooling effect on earth.  

 Some speculate that this cooling effect masks the warming effect of greenhouse 

gases (GHGs) released into the atmosphere in the industrial era. 

 

Topic: Resources 

Q) Do you think the proposed National Water Commission (NWC) is a step in right direction 

to address India’s water problems? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background: 

 The committee on restructuring the Central Water Commission and Central Ground 

Water Board in its final report has recommended a new National Water Commission 

(NWC) be established as the nation’s apex facilitation organisation dealing with water 

policy, data and governance. 

Yes it is a step in the right direction :- 

 The Central water commission and Central ground water board were created in an era 

when India faced a very different set of challenges. Today the challenge is different. 

India created 113 million hectares of irrigation potential. But whether this water is 

reaching the farmers is questionable. 

1. Maharashtra-the State has 40 per cent of the country’s large dams, but 82 per cent 

area of the state is rainfed. 

 Groundwater is the main source of water in India. So far CGWB has promoted endlessly 

drilling for groundwater through tubewells. This has actually aggravated India’s 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/19/3-think-proposed-national-water-commission-nwc-step-right-direction-address-indias-water-problems-examine/
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groundwater crisis, as water tables fall and water quality declines, with arsenic, 

fluoride and even uranium entering our drinking water. 

 Also, at present, the CWC, which develops surface water projects, and the Central 

Ground Water Board (CGWB), which monitors ground water use and contamination, 

carry out functions independent of each other. The one issue that really highlights the 

need to unify CWC and CGWB is the drying up of India’s peninsular rivers, the single 

most important cause of which is over-extraction of groundwater. 

 Focus on river basins which must form the fundamental units for management of 

water is very much needed. The regional absence of the CWC and CGWB need to be 

avoided and a way forward is needed whereby the NWC is present in all major river 

basins of India. 

 Broad Mandate 

1. The functions of national water commission will include Irrigation Reform, River 

Rejuvenation, Participatory Groundwater Management, Urban and Industrial 

Water, Water Security (including droughts, floods and climate change) and Water 

Quality. 

 The NWC will be a knowledge institution providing solutions to water problems faced 

by State governments, farmers and other stakeholders, on demand, in a truly user-

friendly manner. 

 Recent instances of droughts and farmers’ suicides underscored the gravity of the 

situation. Climate change poses fresh challenges as more extreme rates of precipitation 

and evapo-transpiration exacerbate impacts of floods and droughts. NWC can look into 

these challenges. 

 The commission aims at reducing inter-state water disputes, bring greater efficiency, 

better planning and increased emphasis on conservation of water. 

 It also ensures that all water resources in the country are managed in a holistic 

manner and not separately as surface water, groundwater or river water 

 To shift focus from construction to decentralised management and maintenance in 

order to ensure ‘har khet ko paani‘(water for every field) under the Pradhan Mantri 

Krishi Sinchai Yojana. 

 The proposed NWC will not just be focused on building dams 

1. but will also enable state governments to implement irrigation projects in reform 

mode 

2. take a lead in national aquifer mapping and groundwater management 

3. take steps to insulate agrarian economy and livelihood systems from the effects of 

drought, floods and climate change and move towards sustainable water security. 



  Secure Synopsis | August-2016 GS I 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  43 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

Some concerns are: 

 It can become an another bureaucratic body . 

 Awareness regarding Irrigation mechanisms is not much in India as rainfed areas grow 

water intensive crops .So awareness building is a challenge. 

Central water commission is opposing the move because of the insecurity of the 

employees. 

 

Q) In a recently released report on Desertification, Land degradation and Drought, the 

UNCCD (United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification) observed that food security 

can’t be achieved without looking into the issue of desertification and land degradation. 

Discuss the linkages between food security, desertification and land degradation. (200 

Words) 

Down to Earth 

 

 Desertification and land degradation has a disproportionate impact on women and 

children. They are the worst affected since they are the last to leave their land 

 According to the report, land degradation due to drought and desertification affects 

about 1.9 billion hectares of land and 1.5 billion people globally. 

 Each year, the world is losing 12 million hectares of land, and thus the opportunity 

to grow 20 million tonnes of grain. Moreover, 24 billion tonnes of fertile soil 

disappear each year. 

 2.6 billion people depend directly on agriculture and 52 per cent of the land used for 

agriculture is either moderately or severely affected by soil degradation 

 In the next 25 years, land degradation may lead to a decline in global food 

production by up to 12 per cent, which might trigger a rise in food price by 30 per 

cent. 

 Crop varieties and agricultural practices are not suitable to tackle impact of climate 

change, which might further affect agricultural yields by up to 15‐50 per cent in most 

countries by 2050. 

 Land degradation’s impacts on productivity may affect food security in some areas 

both through losses in aggregate production and thus higher food prices for all 

consumers and through losses in income for those who derive their livelihoods from 

agricultural land or agricultural labor. 
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Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies 

Q) Examine how can Microsoft’s CityNext platform help India’s smart city project. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 
 

 A smart city is a place where everything is immensely efficient yet as humane as 

possible. It is a place where citizens have fulfilling lives. Thus, the solutions needed 

must leverage both technology capacity and human capacity by taking a people-first 

approach. 

 Microsoft’s CityNext platform is a  global initiative intended to develop "smart 

cities" around the world. The plan leverages Microsoft's Partner Network to help 

cities become more efficient even as they struggle with austere budgets and 

decaying urban infrastructure. 

 Mobile access to big data tools and cloud-powered enterprise apps could give 

workers on-demand access to advanced analytics, with sources ranging from vast 

databases to real-time data culled from environmental sensors. This sort of 

efficiency could not only save lives during an emergency but also drive day-to-day 

savings. 

 Via an app, citizens can monitor fluctuations in areas such as population density 

and total unemployment -- information that could hypothetically lead to more 

informed economic decisions, such as whether to open a business, start a family or 

purchase a home. 

 Reinvent productivity and business processes, build the intelligent cloud platform, 

and create more personal computing. These help cities break down departmental 

silos, connect disparate functions, improve decision-making, impact operational 

efficiency, and enable citizen services. 

 Microsoft CityNext enables cities to operate more efficiently and serve citizens as 

“One City” across eight critical functions: energy and water; buildings, infrastructure, 

and planning; transportation; public safety and justice; tourism, recreation, and 

culture; education; health and social services; and government administration 

 The CityNext initiative helps cities enable self-sustaining cycles of innovation that 

involve whole institutions and individual citizens alike. 

 Surat case study : 

o Surat, for example, the city’s police department and Surat Traffic Education 

Trust, a private and public partnership, are using a Microsoft platform to 
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enhance safety by assisting the city police to proactively monitor, analyse and 

respond to security and crime threats. This has significantly reduced the 

response time of law enforcing officers, ultimately making the city safer. 

o Microsoft’s CityNext aims to empower Surat citizens with solutions that will 

make citizen services more responsive, increase efficiency and productivity of 

administration departments to engage with citizens in new and innovative 

ways, increase transparency with open data and expand digital inclusion with 

access to online services and digital literacy training 

Q) Examine the importance of stormwater drainage to a city. Do you think Indian cities 

have adequate stormwater drainage facilities? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 
Background: 

 Stormwater is water from rain or melting snow  that does not quickly soak into the 

ground. 

 Stormwater flows from rooftops, over paved areas and bare soil, and through sloped 

lawns and fields.  

 As it flows, this runoff collects and transports soil, pet waste, pesticides, fertilizer, oil 

and grease, leaves, litter, and other potential pollutants that ultimately wind up in local 

bodies of water. 

Importance of storm water drainage in a city: 

 Because storm water  can lead to pollution, erosion, flooding and many other 

environmental and health issues if not properly understood and maintained. 

 The importance of stormwater drainage to a city increases in the context of changing 

weather patterns such as erratic and uneven rains. They are designed to address high 

rainfall concentrated in a short period of time. 

 Urban growth has also neglected the important environmental functions of natural 

waterways which have resulted in degraded and damaged drainage systems. 

Consequently, stormwater often mixes with domestic sewage, reaching rivers after 

receiving only partial or no treatment. 

 Stormwater drainage systems would minimize the amount of runoff by creating a 

path for water to be managed better, leading to enhancing the concept of water 

utilization and conservation. 

 Incorporating management practices designed to minimize pollution, Stormdrain 

management need to be included in government policy for water management to 

prevent and control flooding while providing safe passage for less frequent and larger 

floods.  
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 In cities, the source of water that replenishes our aquifers is completely altered. Under 

natural conditions, aquifers are sustained through the infiltration of clean rainwater 

into the ground. 

 But for urban environments, water from leaky sewers, water mains, septic 

tanks and landscape irrigation becomes the source for groundwater recharge. 

Since many of these sources are wastewater, they’re poor-quality sources and 

can lead to groundwater contamination 

Indian cities do not have adequate stormwater drainage: 

 According to ministry of urban development survey data for stormwater drains in 13 

states, the coverage was below 50%. 

 Most of the drains face clogging with garbage and sewage. So, the city gets deluged 

even if it receives less-than-normal rainfall. 

 In India, most urban infrastructure development is unplanned. Illegal encroachments 

alongside drainage systems often result in an inefficient and ineffective storm drainage 

system. 

 Infrastructure development and regulations have not kept pace with population 

growth and urbanisation and as a result wastewater management has become a major 

challenge 

 government has made significant efforts to reduce surface water pollution but they 

remain jeopardised by the lack of wastewater treatment. 

Suggestions : 

 Low Impact Development (LID) combines infiltration, evaporation and transpiration 

while limiting runoff. LID includes several types of stormwater technologies that 

together let water infiltrate the ground and evapotranspire into the air. 

 Bioretention and rain gardens are other vegetated systems, these on ground level, 

that allow stormwater to soak directly into the earth. 

 Permeable pavements allow stormwater to infiltrate slowly into the ground. These 

pavements can be used for low traffic roadways and driveways, parking lots and 

pedestrian walkways.  

 In North America, the most popular end-of-pipe approach has been stormwater 

management ponds that provide temporary storage for stormwater and improve water 

quality through sedimentation 

 Constructed wetlands clean stormwater and remove nutrients like nitrogen 
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Q) What do you understand by Urban sprawl? Discuss the challenges and potential posed 

by growing urban sprawl in Indian cities. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Meaning of Urban Sprawl: 

 Urban sprawl is characterized by dispersed outgrowth of areas outside the city’s core, 

engulfing many villages around it. 

 It describes the expansion of human populations away from central urban areas into 

low-density, monofunctional and usually car-dependent communities, in a process 

called suburbanization 

Challenges posed by growing urban sprawl in Indian cities: 

 This poses many economic, ecological and institutional challenges. These areas are 

often characterized by the absence of basic infrastructure and services like water, 

sanitation, electricity, roads and transportation.  

 private developer-led growth in these areas only leads to the development of 

certain pockets like gated communities, with no attention paid to public 

infrastructure.  

 The recent water-logging crisis in Gurgaon demonstrates 

how untrammelled development without the provision of basic urban amenities 

like a proper drainage system can result in an urban dystopia.  

 In Bengaluru, the civic woes of peri-urban areas like Whitefield have arguably 

gotten worse after its amalgamation with the municipal corporation in 2007. While 

the area of the corporation grew by almost four times, its institutional capacity to 

respond to the needs of the newly added areas remains weak. 

 With changes in land use, as seen in the commercialization of agricultural land, 

the ecosystem of the region is also threatened. In the midst of such a transformation, 

the livelihoods of people in peri-urban areas is increasingly become precarious. 

 Even when the state takes a proactive role to peri-urban growth through ventures like 

industrial corridors, the interests of the people living in these areas are often ignored.  

 Agricultural land in the urban periphery is acquired for mega-projects from farmers 

at very cheap rates and then transferred to various business and commercial units. 

  The landowners and cultivators are left out of the development process and are 

often made to relocate. 

 Lack of proper institutional framework: 

 Even  after the passage of the 74th constitutional amendment which sought the 

empowerment of elected municipal governments, India’s urban governance and 

planning regime remains paralysed.  
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 Though the amendment tasked the ULBs and the Metropolitan Planning Committee 

(MPC) with urban planning, various ‘development authorities’ working under the 

state governments continue to perform this function in most cities. 

 Increased Traffic: 

  Populations will begin to use their cars more often, which means that there is more 

traffic on the roads, and there is also more air pollution and more accidents. 

 Health Issues:  

 When people use their vehicles, even to go to a very short distance, people are 

going to be more overweight and are also going to have to deal with ailments such 

as high blood pressure and other diseases that come about with obesity. 

 Environmental Issues:  

 Sprawls can also cause certain environmental issues that you may want to be aware 

of.   

 One of the major environmental problems associated with sprawl is habitat loss and 

subsequent reduction in biodiversity. A review by Czech and colleagues finds that 

urbanization endangers more species 

 Impact on Social Lives:  

 People don’t have neighbors that live as close, which means that they won’t really 

stay as social as they were.  

Potential: 

 Environmental benefits: 

 Urban sprawl may also benefit the environment. A Congressional report on sprawl 

states low-density development is better for air quality because it disperses air 

pollution over a wider area. 

 Additionally, low-density areas make more room for green spaces–trees, parks and 

yards–which help minimize both air and water pollution. 

 less expensive land in outlying areas around cities, people are able to afford larger 

houses on larger lots. 

 Traffic congestion is less in these areas than the cities  

 Quality of life is similar to cities but at a affordable and cheap way. 

 What needs to be done? 

 A better approach is to plan for the future by identifying areas for growth and taking 

steps to ensure that these areas are first provided with basic urban infrastructure and 

services.  
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 An interesting venture in this regard is the Urban Expansion Initiative, which 

promotes a “making room approach” to urban expansion by identifying areas that 

are projected to urbanize and procuring land for public amenities beforehand. 

 In India, the Union government’s National Rurban Mission  seeks to provide high-

growth rural areas with infrastructural amenities, economic activities and planned 

layouts similar to those available in cities.  

 While the mission aims to develop 300 “rurban” growth clusters, the same 

principle of providing urban amenities first can be applied to peri-urban areas 

adjacent to India’s mega-cities which may not administratively come under an 

urban local body (ULB). 

 For responding to a phenomenon like peripheral urban growth, an institutional 

framework that provides for a metropolitan-level planning and governance 

mechanism is essential.  

 But to ensure that these processes do not get overly centralized, it needs to be 

supplemented by appropriate mechanisms at the city and neighbourhood level. 

Hence, each level of urban governance—ward, zone, city and region—needs to be 

fortified.  

 useful framework for multi-scale urban planning is provided under the Union 

government’s Model Urban and Regional Planning and Development Law, which 

provides for planning at state, metropolitan and local level. 

Fact: 

 Among the world’s top ten urban sprawls by population in 1990,Delhi already the 

second largest behind Tokyo and will continue to retain second  position till 2025, 

according to a UN projection.  

 

Q) What are the key challenges to urbanisation in India? Does urbanization lead to well 

being of people? Comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Key challenges to urbanisation: 

 Institutional challenges  

 Urban Governance 

                   74th amendment act has been implemented half-heartedly by the states, which 

has not fully empowered the Urban local bodies (ULBs). 

 Planning 

1. In fact for big cities the plans have become outdated and do not reflect the concern of 

urban local dwellers, this needs to be take care by Metropolitan planning committee as 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/19/2-key-challenges-urbanisation-india-urbanization-lead-well-people-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/19/2-key-challenges-urbanisation-india-urbanization-lead-well-people-comment/
http://www.livemint.com/Companies/RwcwV8fmZJIkAOljuywblK/Indias-urbanization-is-like-a-revolution-McKinseys-Jonath.html
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per provisions of 74th amendment act. Now the planning needs to be decentralized and 

participatory to accommodate the needs of the urban dwellers. 

2. Also there is lack of human resource for undertaking planning on full scale. State 

planning departments and national planning institutions lack qualified planning 

professional. 

 Finances 

1. Major challenge is of revenue generation with the ULBs. This problem can be analyzed 

form two perspectives. First, the states have not given enough autonomy to ULBs to 

generate revenues and Second in some case the ULBs have failed to utilize even those 

tax and fee powers that they have been vested with. 

2. At present due to lack of revenue generation capabilities, banks don’t give loan to ULBs 

for further development. 

 Regulator 

1. There is exponential increase in the real estate, encroaching the agricultural lands. Also 

the rates are very high, which are not affordable and other irregularities are also in 

practice. 

 Infrastructural challenges 

 Housing 

1. Housing provision for the growing urban population will be the biggest challenge before 

the government. The growing cost of houses comparison to the income of the urban 

middle class, has made it impossible for majority of lower income groups and are 

residing in congested accommodation and many of those are devoid of proper 

ventilation, lighting, water supply, sewage system, etc. 

2. finding affordable housing within an hour-and-a-half’s commute for everybody to their 

work.  

  

 Safe Drinking Water 

The safe drinking water sources are also found to be contaminated because of water in the 

cities are inadequate and in the future, the expected population cannot be accommodated 

without a drastic improvement in the availability of water. The expenses on water 

treatment and reuse will grow manifold. 

 Sanitation 

1. The poor sanitation condition is another gloomy feature in urban areas and particularly 

in slums and unauthorized colonies of urban areas. 
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2. This unsanitary conditions lead to many sanitation related diseases such as diahorrea 

and malaria. Unsafe garbage disposal is one of the critical problem in urban areas and 

garbage management always remained a major challenge. 

 Health conditions 

1. The health condition of urban poor in some areas are even more adverse compared to 

rural areas. As many as 20 million children in the developing countries are dying 

consequent to drinking water. 

2. Urban education system also is becoming elite in private institution due to limited seats 

and high charged fee. The condition of public educational institution is dismal. 

3. Rapid urbanization has brought increased mortality from non-communicable diseases 

associated with lifestyle, including cancer and heart disease. 

 Urban public transport 

1. As high income individual are buying more private vehicle and use less public transport. 

Also the penetration of public transport is less, which make people use private vehicle. 

There is also lack of infrastructure and poor maintenance of existing public transport 

infrastructure 

2. Public transport is a huge component because if one is spending three hours of your 

day standing on an unsafe, unreliable public transit, their life is not very good. 

 Other challenges 

 Environmental concern 

1. Vulnerability to risk posed by the increasing man-made and natural disasters. According 

to UNDP 70 % of Indian population is at risk to floods and 60% susceptible to 

earthquakes. 

2. The risk are higher in urban areas owing to density and overcrowding. Urban areas are 

becoming heat islands, ground water is not being recharged and water crisis is 

persistent. 

3. The occurrence of eutrophication in bodies of water is another effect large urban 

populations have on the environment 

 Urban Crime 

1. The mega cities are facing increased criminal activities on account of unchecked 

migration, illegal settlements and diverse socio-cultural disparities, organized groups, 

gangsters, professional criminals for wishing a lavish life in metropolis. 

2. The cities of Delhi, Mumbai and Bengaluru have accounted for 16.2 percent, 9.5 

percent and 8.1 percent respectively of the total crime reported from 35 mega cities. 

 Poverty 
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1. Roughly a third of the urban population today lives below the poverty line. There are 

glaring disparities between haves and have-nots in urban areas. 

2. There is rise in urban inequality, as per UN habitat report, 2010, urban inequality in 

India rose from 34 to 38 % based on consumption in period of 1995 to 2005. 

 Provision of Employment 

1. Providing gainful employment to the growing urban population is a major challenge 

before the government. It is generally observed that the literate and semi-literate 

migrants are absorbed with minimal works, carrying lower wage and more hour of 

work. 

2. The urban workers are increasingly being pushed into the informal sector. 

3. capability to integrate migrants –migrants, for example, are the leading source of 

entrepreneurship. In Silicon Valley, for instance, 40-50% of companies are headed by 

people who came from other countries. This is true globally. For most cities, growth is 

going to come not through population, but from migration. 

  

Yes it leads to well being: 

 Being urbanised is a necessary condition to become a prosperous society 

 The Kudumbashree initiative has today succeeded in addressing the basic needs of the 

less privileged women, thus providing them a more dignified life and a better future 

especially in urban areas. 

 Timarpur Okhla Municipal Solid Waste Management project is the first commercial 

waste-to-energy facility in India that aims to convert one-third of the Delhi garbage into 

the much-needed electricity, enough to serving 6 lakh homes. It has become the first to 

get carbon credits from United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in 

the country in 2013. 

 Delhi metro -To ensure reliability and safety in train operations, it is equipped with the 

most modern communication and train control system. For its energy efficient 

practises, it has earned carbon credit points from UN. 

 In urban areas, especially in the metropolitan cities, people of extremely divergent 

cultures live together. This has a positive impact. People come to know about each 

other’s culture and they exchange their ideas, breaking the barriers which earlier used 

to exist between them. This results in cultural hybridisation. 

 Urbanization has undermined old forms of political mobilization based on caste and 

religious identities and favors local issues to be resolved on right based approach.  
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 There are positives in the reduction of expenses in commuting and transportation 

while improving opportunities for jobs, education, housing, and transportation 

Way forward? 

 At present urban governance needs improvement for urban development, which can be 

done by enhancing technology, administrative and managerial capacity of ULBs. 

 Need is to expand the scope of planners from physical to integrated planning– Land 

use, infrastructure, environmental sustainability, social inclusion, risk reduction, 

economic productivity and financial diversity. 

 There is need to broaden the user charge fee for water supply, sewerage and garbage 

disposal. Since these are the goods which have a private characteristics and no public 

spill over, so charging user fee will be feasible and will improve the revenue of ULBs , 

along with periodic revision. 

 A regulator which can make level playing field and will be instrumental for affordable 

housing and checking corrupt practices in Real estate sector is needed. 

Making water harvesting compulsory in urban areas will be beneficial. 

 

Q) Official projections suggest that with faster growth and rapid urbanisation, Indian cities 

will be generating Municipal Solid Waste to the tune of 160-165 million tonnes — more 

than two-and-a-half times the present level — by 2030. What challenges does this pose to 

Indian cities?  Which best practices in municipal solid waste management should be 

adopted to tackle garbage problem?  

The Indian Express 

Challenges due to solid waste for Indian cities:- 

 As cities grow the landfills which were in the periphery of the city earlier have 

become part of it now increasing the risk of diseases and adverse impact on 

health. 

 About 70 per cent of the plastic packaging products turn into plastic waste within a 

short period, and the recycling and disposal of plastic poses a huge challenge. 

 Presently most Indians do not segregate waste at home, mix kitchen waste with 

discarded paper, plastic, glass etc which makes the task of managing this mixed 

waste much more challenging for the municipal government. 

  Smoke rises steadily from the piles of dumping of waste as the decomposing waste 

generates highly combustible methane gas which is very harmful both for 

environment and human health. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/31/1-official-projections-suggest-faster-growth-rapid-urbanisation-indian-cities-will-generating-municipal-solid-waste-tune-160-165-million-tonnes-two/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/31/1-official-projections-suggest-faster-growth-rapid-urbanisation-indian-cities-will-generating-municipal-solid-waste-tune-160-165-million-tonnes-two/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/31/1-official-projections-suggest-faster-growth-rapid-urbanisation-indian-cities-will-generating-municipal-solid-waste-tune-160-165-million-tonnes-two/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/31/1-official-projections-suggest-faster-growth-rapid-urbanisation-indian-cities-will-generating-municipal-solid-waste-tune-160-165-million-tonnes-two/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/31/1-official-projections-suggest-faster-growth-rapid-urbanisation-indian-cities-will-generating-municipal-solid-waste-tune-160-165-million-tonnes-two/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/choking-the-city/
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 The Smart City plan has not given as much weightage to management of waste as it 

has to infrastructure and development. 

 Improper waste management causes problems such as air pollution from burning of 

wastes both at landfill sites and in open areas and pollution of groundwater. 

How to tackle the garbage problem by adopting best practices in solid waste 

management? 

 Proper segregation of solid waste: 

o municipal solid waste (MSW) should be segregated into wet waste 

(biodegradable),dry waste and hazardous waste which needs separate 

treatment.  

o Then the wet waste can be processed into compostable products, the 

recyclable material can be picked by ragpickers and sent for recycling, and 

the irreducible minimum waste can be sent to scientifically engineered 

landfills. 

 Lessons from other cities: 

o Maharashtra- 

 Some cities have partially implemented door-to- door collection 

with the help of resident welfare associations and outsourced 

private agencies to take the waste to the community bins. 

 Cities like Pune Rajkot also resorted to resource recovery through 

composting and/or biomethanation. 

 Reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery and scientific disposal will have to be at the 

centre of a new strategy of solid waste management. 

 landfills should be considered as repositories of the last resort . 

 Implementation of solid waste management rules 2016:- 

o They make it mandatory for local authorities to arrange door-to-door 

collection of segregated solid waste, distinguishing wet waste, dry waste 

and hazardous waste.  

  Since behaviour change at the household level is crucial to achieve segregation at 

source, active involvement of NGOs and resident welfare associations is critical. 

  100 smart cities should be tasked with chalking out a comprehensive plan for 

waste management. 

 learning lessons from Sweden, which is a zero waste country. learn from countries 

like Sri Lanka, which is segregating its waste, or Bhutan where everybody is 

conscious to not pollute their land. 
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 There is a need for segregation at source and experts feel a strict framework of laws 

and the fear of penalty is needed to make people comply. 

 Waste pickers: 

o The government should make them contract employees and provide them 

with space to work.  

o Formal recognition will give them regulated work hours, pay and health 

benefits. 
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