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GS II 

Topic: Indian Constitution- significant provisions and basic structure.  
 

Q) The bans such as women’s entry into temples involve notions and norms which directly clash 

with ideas of modernity and are also incompatible with rights enshrined in the Constitution. 

Why do you think, despite functioning judiciary and democratic institutions, such practices 

continue unabated? How can such practices be stopped? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Why such practices continue unabated? 
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1. Patriarchal society – Perception of superiority of males, impurity of females (due to 

menstruation, Patriarchal society promoted through Later vedic texts, Puranas, Brahmanas 

etc. 

2. Age old tradition – Established cultural notions and norms – Since, medieval period, 

male priests are heading the temple offerings and practice of prohibition of entry of women 

to temples —- It is unquestionably continued since then, strengthening this custom as a 

tradition 

3. Religious fundamentalism centre stage in place of liberal religious ideology – Orthodox 

ideology is taking centre stage due to better organization and appeal to emotional chord — 

No voice for liberal religious ideologues 

4. Social reformers of the stature of Raja ram mohan Roy, Chaitanya Mahaprahu, 

I.C.Vidyasagar, Jyothiba Phlule, Narayana Guru are lacking after Independent India, hence 

despite modernization we could not achieve equal status to women 

5. Lack of political will – to enforce strict regulation on the temple authorities and to act 

against orthodox elements due to fear of losing vote bank and elections.  

How can such practice be stopped? 

1. Widespread awareness regarding gender equality even in the realm of religion. 

(We worship with equal respect and reverence, female deities like Durga, Amba, Vaishnodevi, 

Chamundeshwari, Saraswathi, Lakshmi, St.Mary are all worshipped without discrimination for 

greater good – Why there is discrimination against women to enter temple) 

2. Education on Gender equality since early stage through moral education and other 

educational initiatives – To prepare gender friendly future generation 

3. Research work on ancient texts which substantiates the equal rights t women- It provides 

a solid backing and legitimacy to the arguments of liberal ideologues 

4. Political will needed to enforce strict legislation 

5. Creation of rational society with scientific temper as mentioned in the constitution 

6. Sensitization campaign by providing the long history of departure from orthodox 

religious practices like Sati system, Devadasi system etc. 

 

Q) Discuss the legal and constitutional status of the right to privacy in India. It is said that the 

new Aadhaar Bill has the potential to abuse right to privacy. Do you agree? Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 
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Legal and constitutional status of right to privacy in India 

Article 21 – Right to life. Protection of life and personal liberty also include right to privacy 

among other rights 

Important cases related to Right to privacy – People’s Union for Civil Liberties v. UoI, Kharak 

Singh v. State of UP — Court held that the right to privacy is a part of right to protection of life 

and personal liberty under Article 21 of the constitution 

Now the matter is in the realm of Constitutional bench. Judgment is awaiting 

Potential to abuse the right to privacy stems from clauses 7 and 57 of the act and other 

controversial provisions 

1. Access to the database disclosure of information through District Judge orders——– 

Scope for misuse due to lack of information to judges most of the time, Inexperienced 

judges in the areas of IT and ITES, Biometric details are potential for misuse 

2. Section 7, of the Bill (gives the government sweeping powers to make Aadhaar 

mandatory for a wide range of facilities and services ) 

Section 57 (enables the government to impose Aadhaar identification in virtually any 

other context) 

These two sections, if misused by the Government for targeting political opponents, rights 

activists, whistleblowers – Can severely compromise the privacy issues of the citizen. 

At the same time, these provision are essential to improve efficiency, bring uniformity , 

integration of service delivery and to weed out the duplicate beneficiaries, hence balance must 

be maintained 

3. Most of the “Aadhaar-enabled” databases will be accessible to the government even 

without invoking the special powers available under the Bill, such as the blanket 

“national security” clause (Section 29(4) and Section 33)— In the name of national 

security, it is easy for the Intelligence agencies to track the citizens, their movements and 

transactions and other activities. 

{ Section 29(4), by which no Aadhaar number or biometric information will be made public 

“except for the purposes as may be specified by regulations” 

Section(33), under which the inbuilt confidentiality clauses will not stand when it concerns 

national security} 

(But, these provisions must be in place to face the asymmetric warfare like Terrorism, Lone 

wolf attacks, Drug smuggling, counter feting which need robust intelligence support ——– 

Again balance must be maintained to protect privacy and to promote national interest. 

As Mr. Nandan Nilakeni mentions, 
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“We do need a larger privacy bill, not just for Aadhaar but also for many other things like 

privacy in telephone tapping and in other online systems 

He also mentioned that Huge multinationals are taking data about millions of Indians abroad and 

nobody and there is no issue raised about this in the public forum. 

There are a lot of issues about privacy 

Hence, we need to look into larger picture of Right to privacy and not just from the Adhaar 

perspective. 

 

Topic: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, 
 

Q) Recently the Punjab government passed the Punjab Satluj-Yamuna Link Canal Land 

(Transfer of Property Rights) Bill, 2016 (SYL Bill). The Bill has given rise to several issues 

related to inter-state relations and the role of Centre and Supreme Court in matters like dealing 

with water disputes. Critically comment on these issues with reference to SYL Bill. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Hindu 

 

Interstate relations, 

Satlej Yamuna link canal was expected to share river waters of Ravi and Beas with Haryana 

from Punjab. But, the bill, Punjab Satluj-Yamuna Link Canal Land (Transfer of Property 

Rights) Bill, 2016 (SYL Bill) seeking to return land acquired for the canal’s construction to the 

original owners free of cost, and thereby completely destroy the work (still incomplete after 

more than three decades) to channel to Haryana its duly allotted share of the waters of the Ravi 

and the Beas. 

Role of Centre 

Regulation and development of Interstate river waters comes under the control of Union List. 

But, centre has to maintain the redlines and must not cross the limit while dealing with interstate 

water disputes to fulfill the commitment for cooperative federalism. Centre must play only a 

facilitation role 

But, canal comes under the jurisdiction of Bakra Beas Management Board and was constituted 

under the Punjab reorganisation act, 1966, which is a central legislation. 

But, the issue here is , Punjab is denying the due share in water to lower riparian state, which is 

against the cooperative federalism and against the principle of natural justice. 
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Moreover, Punjab is unilaterally destroying the project site owned by Centre leading to loss to 

the corpus. Hence, Centre, must intervene at this juncture as a mediator, facilitator to solve the 

issue amicably and to uphold the spirit of cooperative federalism 

Lack of initative of the centre to expedite the construction of the project and to benefit the lower 

riparian state is evident. (act was passed in 2004, but still the construction has been going on a 

slow pace) 

Role of Court 

This is the issue of Contempt of court – Five judge constitution bench of SC orderedstatus 

quo on land marked for the construction of the Satlej Yamuna link canal, despite this Punjab 

Assembly passed Punjab Satluj-Yamuna Link Canal Land (Transfer of Property Rights) 

Bill, 2016 (SYL Bill) seeking to return land acquired for the canal’s construction to the original 

owners free of cost, and thereby completely destroy the work (still incomplete after more than 

three decades) to channel to Haryana its duly allotted share of the waters of the Ravi and the 

Beas.  

Such kind of adventuring must not be encouraged. The onus is on the court to set a precedent 

and to issue contempt of proceedings against the Punjab government. There by maintaining the 

supremacy of law of the land. 

 

Q) “However good a Constitution may be, if those who are implementing it are not good, it will 

prove to be bad.” In the light of recent events, critically comment on the importance of 

constitutional functionaries and institutions in implementing the Constitution in letter and spirit. 

(200 Words) 

Livemint 

Importance of constitutional functionaries and institutions in implementing in letter and 

spirit 

Legislature 

Parliament and state legislature are the highest deliberative body of the Union and state 

respectively. They are representatives of all the citizens of the country and are enthrusted to 

carry out functions in the best interest of the nation 

However, Political calculations, vested interests are playing prominence in place of national and 

people’s interest in several occasions. 

For instance, frequent stalling of proceedings of parliament on slightest pretext, blocking of 

passage of key reforms like GST, Bankruptcy law, and illegal issues like Cash for vote scam. 

Moreover, due to lacunae in the electoral system, Criminal elements are increasingly found 

presence in the legislature leading to violation of sanctity of the house. 
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Exectuive 

Ministers and their deputies are expected to act as trustees of Public fund and natural resources 

and are obligated to disperse funds and utilize national resources for development of the poor, 

depressed and for the larger good. 

But, recent, scams like 2G spectrum scam, Mining scam, Coal gate scam, Common wealth scam 

are blatant violation of constitutional responsibilities enthrusted on the exective. 

Judiciary 

Upholding the constitutional provisions, to protect the fundamental rights of the citizens and to 

maintain rule of law are the responsibilities of the judiciary. 

Even though, Judiciary is largely independent, active in maintaining the rule of law, several 

issues like Nepotism, Lack of transparency and accountability, Corruption and post retirement 

office inducement to judes as Governors are some of the negatives. 

Governors 

Nominal head of the state and acts as a link between the Centre and State and epitome of federal 

cooperation. According to the constitution purely an independent institution. 

But, use of Governor post as post retirement employment for party loyalists undermines its 

constitutional position. Moreover, position is increasingly used to meet the narrow political 

interests of the Central government in the respective states and is used as a tool to destabilize the 

state government in case of a crisis. 

Constitutional institutions 

CAG – audits all receipts and expenditure of the Government of India and the state 

governments, including those of bodies and authorities substantially financed by the 

government. Acts as custodian of public purse. 

But, despite its independent nature, delayed submission of reports, limitation in conducting 

auditing undermines its constitutional responsibilities. 

Public service commission 

Are expected to fuction as independent institution in conducting examination and recruitment to 

state and central services 

But, recent instance of corruption in some state PSC is a disturbing trend. 

Topic: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 

Ministries and Departments of the Government; 

Q) Discuss the significance of verdict of the Supreme Court in the S.R. Bommai v. Union of 

India case for Indian polity. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
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The destruction of the Babri Masjid saw Central government dismiss four State governments 

lead by the BJP. In 1994, the challenge to this dismissal and earlier impositions of President’s 

Rule came to be decided by a nine-judge bench in the S.R. Bommai v. Union of India case. 

S.R.Bommai Verdict is landmark judgement, where court discussed the provisions of Article 

356 of the constitution and related issues. 

This case has huge implications on centre state relations also. 

1. It upheld the dismissal of the BJP governments to protect secularism, which was part of the 

Constitution’s basic structure 

(Basic structure of the Constitution is protected, which include secularism as one of its unit) 

2. It held that the President was required to act on objective material and that Article 356 

could only be resorted to when there was a breakdown of constitutional machinery as 

distinguished from an ordinary breakdown of law and order. 

(It clearly directed the President to follow due process and clarified the difference between 

Breakdown of constitutional machinery and Ordinary break down of law and order, thereby 

provided clarification and reduced the scope of discretion which can be used to achieve narrow 

political interests) 

3. The court also held that in no case should a State Assembly be dissolved without 

Parliament approving the proclamation, and that a test of numerical strength could only be 

conducted on the floor of the Assembly and not outside it. 

(It upholds the State legislative assembly as the place to decide the sanctity of the government 

and directed floor test must be conducted in Assembly, not outside 

It also ensured accountability of the executive to the parliament in matter of imposition of 

president rule. Discretion of Exectuive is curbed due to need for parliamentary approval) 

4. judgment ruled that an improperly dismissed government could be restored to office. 

In this judgment Supreme Court showed signs of becoming a strong bulwark of constitutional 

right and propriety. 

Now, Bommai doctrine is applied to protect states from discretion and political games of Central 

government 

The doctrine in Bommai came to be applied by the Supreme Court in the Bihar case 

of Rameshwar Prasad & Ors v. Union of India . 

(In 2005, Governor Buta Singh, after an inconclusive election, recommended the dissolution of 

the State Assembly, without it being convened even once. The Court struck down the imposition 

as unconstitutional) 
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Topic: Governance; Devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and 

challenges therein 
 

Q) Analyse the significance of some of the announcements made in recent budget to local self 

governments and governance mechanism at local level. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

 

Budgetary allocations 

Rs.3 trillion to gram panchayaths – 2.5 lakh gram panchayaths receive more than 1 crore every 

year,. Ie., Devolution of almost 15% budgeted money to panchayats 

Fund, Functions and functionaries which were lacking for Local bodies – Now available 

Fund – Can be used for Public services, Health, Sanitation, awareness, Eduacation and 

governance 

Functionaries – Local bodies with decent funds now could recruit qualified functionaries, if 

supplemented with other financial sources like user fee, local taxes etc 

This is democratization of Public expenditure ——– Later, leads to democratization of public 

service delivery —— Moving from Representative democracy to Popular democracy can be 

achieved 

Good governance and service delivery 

1. Revamped The National Land Record Modernisation Programme (Reduces civil land 

disputes, Helps track agricultural loans and subsidies, Reduces land disputes, Fake records 

etc.,) 

2. Statutory status to Adhaar —— Service delivery through JAM trinity —- Subsidies, 

Services —–Increases financial inclusion — Reduces vulnerabilities with use of mutual 

funds, insurance, bank loans against Money lenders 

(Legitimacy to Adhaar, Certainty in administration, Leveraging JAM trinity – Jandhan, Adhaar, 

Mobile technology to deliver services to citizens efficiently and effectively. 

3. Reduces Subsidy leakages in LPG, Fertilizers, Kerosene, Student scholarships, Helps in 

paper less transactions — Helps better targeting poor for providing subsidies)  

4. A social security platform will be developed using Aadhaar to accurately target 

beneficiaries. 

(SC, ST and other weaker sections including Manual scavengers, Bonded laborers, Victims of 

Human trafficking can be targeted without leakages ——– Good governance) 
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5. Digital literacy campaign – To reduce Digital Divide and to extend E-governance and 

benefits of ICT to Rural areas, Digital literacy is a must. 

6. Present 2 schemes 1. National Digital Literacy Mission; and Digital Saksharta Abhiyan 

(DISHA). 

Plan to launch a new Digital Literacy Mission Scheme for rural India to cover around 60 million 

additional households within the next three years 

It helps in Creating quality functionaries equipped with latest technologies for Panchayat 

governance and helps in better service delivery using IT technologies. 

 

 

Topic: Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.  
 

Q) Section 8 of the Representation of the People Act deals with disqualification on conviction 

for certain offences. What are these offences? It is said that the Supreme Court is tightening its 

grip on corruption in politics by passing various judgements vis a vis disqualification of 

legislators charged in corruption cases. Discuss these judgements. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 

Section 8 deals with Disqualification of representatives on conviction for certain offences. This 

section states that : 

1 – A person convicted of an offence punishable under certain acts of Indian Penal Code, 

Protection of Civil Rights Act 1955, Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 1967, Prevention of 

Corruption Act 1988, Prevention of Terrorism Act 2002 etc. shall be disqualified, where the 

convicted person is sentenced to — (i) only fine, for a period of six years from the date of such 

conviction; (ii) imprisonment, from the date of such conviction and shall continue to be 

disqualified for a further period of six years since his release. 

2 – A person convicted for the contravention of—(a) any law providing for the prevention of 

hoarding or profiteering; or (b) any law relating to the adulteration of food or drugs; or (c) any 

provisions of the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961. 

3 – A person convicted of any offence and sentenced to imprisonment for not less than two 

years [other than any offence referred to in sub-section (1) or sub-section (2)] shall be 

disqualified from the date of such conviction and shall continue to be disqualified for a further 

period of six years since his release. 
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Controversial Section 8(4) clause of the Representation of Peoples Act which was struck down 

by the Supreme Court calling the Act ultra-vires of the Constitution and providing for 

disqualification of MPs/MLAs on the day of their conviction. 

SUPREME COURT ROLE: 

 The court has been tightening its grip on corruption in politics from 2013 when it first held 

that legislators, on conviction, would be immediately disqualified from holding membership 

of the House without being given three months’ time for appeal, as was the case 

before.Before this verdict, convicted lawmakers would file an appeal in the higher court and 

continue in the House. 

 In Lily Thomas v. Union of India, the Supreme Court declared Section 8 (4) of the 

Representation of the People Act, 1951, (RPA) which allowed legislators a three-month 

window to appeal against their conviction — effectively delaying their disqualification until 

such appeals were exhausted — as unconstitutional. 

 SC upholds Patna High Court judgement debarring persons in judicial and police custody 

from contesting elections (Section 62 (5) of the Representation of the People Act 1951). 

 In 2014 the Supreme Court passed an interim order that criminal trials, especially those 

dealing with corruption and heinous offences, involving elected representatives should be 

completed in a year. This order prevented lawmakers from sitting in the House as their cases 

dragged on. 

 the Supreme Court recently decided to lay down the law on whether the country should even 

wait until a corrupt legislator is convicted to have him disqualified from Parliament or 

Assembly or should be disqualified at the very stage of framing of charges against him by 

the trial court 

Positive implications:- 

 The judgements would help the politics from criminalization and make the people 

representatives upheld public interest and justice . 

 Sitting MPs and MLAs will now automatically be disqualified upon being convicted of a 

serious crime rather than after all their appeals are exhausted. In India, appeals drag on for 

years, and certainly for more than five or six years, which is the tenure of an elected 

representative. Politicians have often taken cover under this section to continue as 

legislators long after the slow wheels of the law have caught up with them. 

Negative implications of the judgement:- 

 its decision to bar any person who is in jail or in police custody from contesting an election 

to legislative bodies is a case of the remedy being worse than the disease. in effect, left the 
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door open for the practice of vendetta politics by ruling parties. All that politicians in power 

now need to do to prevent rivals from contesting an election is to ask the police to file a case 

and effect arrest. 

 in the case of section 8(4) there is a complication like  An acquittal on appeal during the 

tenure of the legislature is one. Moreover, a by-election to fill a seat vacated by a convict 

takes time and a government surviving on a wafer-thin majority could be jeopardized. 

 Also disqualifying a convicted member instantaneously without adequate safeguards if he 

gets acquitted later would violate his FR. 

Ideally a member should be disqualified only if the appeal filed fails to secure a stay order 

on his/her conviction. 

 

 

 

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation 
 

Q) Discuss the salient features of the Aadhaar (Target Delivery of Financial and Other 

Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Bill, 2016. Examine why making it a Money Bill is dubbed as 

unnecessary and unfortunate. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

Business Standard 

The salient features of the Bill are:  

1. The Bill seeks to give statutory backing to the processes of enrolment, authentication and 

use of data for delivery of various benefits, subsidies and services by the government. 

2. Made essential for social security benefits 

3. Information will be stored in a centralized database of biometrics, the Central Identities Data 

Repository. 

4. Protection of personal data – Provision for guaranteed safeguarding of information 

provided to UIDAI 

5. Privacy of the individual – Upholded – Data access is restricted to higher officials – Data 

sharing made according to rules. Only official of the ranks of Joint secretary has the power 

to disclose the information 

6. Onus of responsibility on UIDAI – to check and protect the biometric data 

7. An oversight committee consisting of the cabinet secretary and others will overview the 

decision of the information disclosure. 
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8. Effective public service delivery – Transparent, honest service delivery with direct 

interface 

9. Funding – from consolidated fund of India 

Making it a money bill – Unnecessary and unfortunate, because 

As part of the money Bill,  need no approval of the Rajya Sabha, Bypasses the Rajya Sabha 

(Govt. is in Minority) to make way for passing the legislation in the loksabha 

Defeat the very purpose of Parliament  =  Forum for deliberation of issues of national 

importance – Suppresses the voice of opposition – escape from legislative accountability (Rajya 

Sabha) – Undermine the role of Rajya sabha 

Legislation without consensus (with opposition parties) may prove hurdle during the 

implementation of the scheme 

May set a bad precedent for the future governments to push their agenda with least regard to 

opposition views (juvenile justice and workman injury compensation bills passed during 1980s 

as Money bills) 

 

Q) Recently, the President of India said that the IPC, 1860, requires a thorough revision to meet 

the needs of the 21st century. On contemporary relevance or modernity, what substantial 

changes does the IPC need? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Substantial changes that are needed in IPC 

1. Section 124 A – Sedition law inserted in 1898 needs amendment, since it is a colonial tool 

to suppress freedom movement. Today, it is used to suppress dissent, to silence opponents 

(In a globalized world with continued threats from terrorist groups, separatist actors, social 

media activism to infuse secessionist tendencies and activism to sow the seeds of religious 

fundamentalism and communalism — Sedition law must continue to protect nation’s 

integrity, but with amendments to protect misuse of the provision) 

2. Section 295 A on criminalization of blasphemy (attempt or action to insult one’s religion) 

– Needs removal, since we are in a civilized and liberalized world with freedom to express 

rational thinking. 

(Deterrent must be there to prevent insult religious practices since it is a sensitive issue and 

could touch the emotional cord of the masses. Here, freedom of speech and expression and 

right to religion must be balanced) 

3. Sections 120 A on criminal conspiracy – Prosecuted just for acting as party to the 

conspiracy, even when they have not committed the crime. 
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(Any leniency towards criminal conspirators, result in misuse of loopholes, emboldening 

their actions with out any deterrence) 

4. Section 377 – Criminalized sex against nature (mainly goes against the interest of LGBT 

community) – Right to live with dignity, Right to equality are denied. It must be repealed in 

order to provide freedom in this respect. 

5. Section 509 – criminalizes the insult on modesty of a woman (Gesture or acts) – Full of 

ambiguities, definition unclear 

(But, strict punishment and broad meaning is essential to protect women from sexual 

harassment) 

6. Capital punishment – Need to be amended, since, civilized society believes in reformative 

justice, not retributive justice and chance must be given to the culprit to reform 

(Certain heinous crimes and criminals like Habitual rape, Gang rape with murder, waging 

war against the country, terrorist activates in mass killings demands capital punishment. 

Hence, must be applicable in rarest of the rare cases) 

7. Section 309 – punishes unsuccessful suicides (recently scrapped by government) – Repealed 

since, emotionally depressed person needs proper counselling, not punishment from court 

 

Q) The researchers have found that there exists strong negative correlation between government 

regulation and social capital.  Examine how can Indian government regulate less and help 

grow social capital in India. Also examine the importance of social capital for good economic 

growth. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

 

 The researchers find a strong negative correlation between government regulation and social 

capital. Investment in social capital leads to civicness, low regulation and high levels of 

entrepreneurial activity. In contrast, distrust leads to greater control of the economy by the 

government. 

 For its level of distrust, India has a greater number of regulations governing entry of 

businesses, less freedom for firms in setting prices and more rigidity in regulation of labour 

markets. 

 Lack of trust or social capital imposes disproportionate costs on the regulatory and policing 

arms of the state. The lower the trust, the higher is the demand for regulation, and 

consequently the more inefficient is the resource allocation, invariably leading to sub-

optimal outcomes. 

INDIAN GOVERNMENT AND SOCIAL CAPITAL:- 

18

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/09/5-researchers-found-exists-strong-negative-correlation-government-regulation-social-capital-examine-can-indian-government-regulate-less-help-grow-social-capi/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/09/5-researchers-found-exists-strong-negative-correlation-government-regulation-social-capital-examine-can-indian-government-regulate-less-help-grow-social-capi/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/09/5-researchers-found-exists-strong-negative-correlation-government-regulation-social-capital-examine-can-indian-government-regulate-less-help-grow-social-capi/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/09/5-researchers-found-exists-strong-negative-correlation-government-regulation-social-capital-examine-can-indian-government-regulate-less-help-grow-social-capi/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/Eyw7X91BlxQjGKI7yW5OCJ/Trust-Indians-it-will-spur-Indias-growth.html


 

 

www.InsightsIAS.com                                                                  www.InsightsonIndia.com 

successes so far: 

 discontinuing the practice of interviews for junior government jobs, allowing for self-

attestation of documents  

 extending the benefit of the presumptive taxation scheme to small businesses with turnover 

less than Rs.2 crore. 

 PM recently made a statement that government should trust 1.2 billion .He should be 

credited for recognizing the importance of trust. If this recognition is translated into 

widespread application, the government’s initiatives like Start-up India and Make in India 

will be immensely helped 

where is government failing: 

 Avuncular concerns over the quality of expenditure by state and local governments have 

long been arguments againstdevolution of greater funds by the central governmen This 

is a misconceived apprehension as states have been better at curtailing fiscal deficits than 

the central government. A similar patronising mindset is revealed in the debate on cash 

transfer. It is argued that the poor will squander the money on liquor and drugs—a 

conjecture not supported by data. 

 measurement of social capital:-Legatum Prosperity Index developed by the Legatum 

Institute is the only global measurement of prosperity based on both income and well-being. 

Its ranking of 142 countries is based on parameters such as wealth, economic growth and 

quality of life.Bangladesh (103) ranks above India (106) in the 2013 Prosperity Index.India 

ranks 138th on the social capital measure of the index 

 the forcing of privately-funded schools (with “minority” institutions exempted) to reserve 

25% seats for the economically underprivileged by the Right to Education (RTE) Act by the 

current government are all illustrative of this grotesque and corrosive mentality. All such 

government actions have destroyed intra-society trust and goodwill by trying to legislate 

equality of outcomes. 

how to make government make social capital its priority:- 

 Besides improving accessibilityto India’s remotest corners via road and air connectivity, 

catalyzing digital connectivity should be a top policy priority. At the minimum, the widely 

dispersed citizens making up our diverse society need to have the tools and infrastructure to 

connect so that they have a chance to collaborate and empathize with each other. 

 market and administrative reforms in sectors such as education that curtail the 

government’s ability to manipulate institutions, prevent government from creating artificial 

19



 

 

www.InsightsIAS.com                                                                  www.InsightsonIndia.com 

shortages and set the stage for rapid capacity expansion, would go a long way in helping the 

formation of social capital and intra-society trust. 

 India’s economic backwardness has a lot to do with poor judicial effectiveness combined 

with the deficit of social capital. Policy measures that improve judicial effectiveness will 

increase individual confidence in society and in each other, paving the way for deeper 

engagement even outside one’s immediate social network. 

 If channelized properly, India’s diversity can be a big competitive advantage relative to 

other economies. A boost in social capital that contains and reverses the balkanization of 

Indian society will allow this diversity to be harnessed for innovation and creative 

collaboration. India needs market liberalization not just for economic growth but also for 

social integration. 

IMPORTANCE OF SOCIAL CAPITAL FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH:- 

 Investment in social capitalcan bring massive gains in corporate environments as well 

 Social trust among citizensand between the government and citizens is helpful for 

reducing regulatory cholesterol and promoting entrepreneurship.’ 

 state’s endowment of social capital does affect its ability to reduce poverty.Friends and 

families can help us in lots of ways—emotionally, socially and economically. 

Recent studies in Europe have revealed more people secure jobs through personal 

contacts than through ads.  

 ability of people to work together toward resolving communal issues;Social Cohesion and 

Inclusion—mitigates the risk of conflict and promotes equitable access to benefits of 

development by enhancing participation of the marginalised 

 Developing countries with relatively low social capital seem more likely to have bad policy 

outcomes, low investment and slow growth. For any two countries with the same level of 

income, the one with more social capital tends to have more schooling, a more 

expensive financial system, better fiscal policy and a wider telephone network 

 In Tanzania, social capital at the community level impacted poverty by making 

government services more effective, facilitating the spread of information on agriculture, 

enabling groups to pool their resources and manage property as a cooperative, and giving 

people access to credit who have been traditionally locked out of formal financial 

institutions  

 highly skilled and well-respected state bureaucracy utilizes its close working relationship 

with business leaders to enhance the market performance of private and public sector 

organizations.Government effectiveness, accountability and the ability to enforce rules 
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fairly directly impact economic growth be enabling or disabling the development of 

domestic firms and markets and encouraging or discouraging foreign investment 

 

Q) What do you understand by rights-based discourse in development? Is India following this 

discourse? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 

What is right based discourse in development? 

RBA in development is a right that originates from the human rights. 

It explains that every person should benefit from the development process as a matter of human 

right. 

RBA is an approach to development cooperation that includes 

1. The respect for human rights, 

2. Human dignity of the target community, 

3. Assistance to the vulnerable groups as a matter of right and 

4. Guarenteed ownership to the community in decision making, accountability and grievance 

redressal 

RBA is not a single method for providing developmental schemes, but it itself is the process and 

the outcome of development. 

Core principles RBA are : 

1. Explicit, accurate use of the international human rights framework. 

2. Empowerment as a precondition for effective participation – As a matter of right 

3. Participation in development decisions – As a matter of human right 

4. Non-discrimination and 

5. Accountability of duty-bearers to rights-holders. 

Is India following the discourse? 

Yes, Partially, India is following right based approach in developmental programmes. These 

include 

Right to Information (Right to know information about government activities among others) 

which fixes accountability, brings transparency in governance) 

{But, poor awareness among the masses, threat to RTI activists from mafia, businessmen, weak 

Whistleblower protection provisions are some of the negative points} 

Right to Education under Article 21 A 

Provide right based free education to all children from 6-14 years of age 
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{But, poor implementation of the provisions, Poor quality of education despite universal 

enrollment at primary level are negatives. Moreover, Right to middle level and higher 

education is not granted which is also one of the basic right} 

Right to food through National food security act 

{But, only cereals are provided through PDS system and in some cases coarse cereals – Quantity 

not sufficient. Moreover, Pulses, vegetable oil are not provided leading to virtually government 

sponsored malnutrition and micronutrient deficiency} 

Right to Local self government – Through 73rd and 74th amendment act 

{Fund, functions, functionaries are not devolved, leading to under capacity, lack of initiative, 

lack of funds to implement the programme. Without, effective accountability, LSG bodies are 

moving towards decentralized corruption} 

Right to employment through MGNREGA 

Demand driven guaranteed unskilled employment to rural people 

{Diversion, nexus between Govt. officials and contractors, panchayat official leads to leakages. 

In addition to that, guaranteed employement is only for unskilled labor limited 100 days per 

family. Hence, families have to perpetually depend on Govt. for employment since, the jobs are 

unskilled} 

But, there is shift in government approach now, towards development schemes towards demand 

based investments like Atal Pension Yojana, NPS and other new insurance schemes, more 

damaging here is that investment must come from people not from the government. 

 

Q) Comment on significance of the Real Estate Bill that was recently passed by Rajya Sabha. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Significance of Real estate bill, 

Real estate bill addresses the anomalies in the Real estate sector like, haphazardous 

functioning, presence of unscrupulous operators, misleading provisions like buyer beware 

caution, lack of fulfillment of promises by builders 

By addressing these, it would give homebuyers enough confidence – resulting in solving the 

problem of Excess inventory (Customers buy home due to confidence in industry), raising NPA 

(more sales, more debt repayment) and lack of demand (Demand will be created due to 

certainty, clarity) 
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This is very significant to Indian economic growth – Because, Real estate contributes about 9% 

to GDP and its stability, growth is essential for other sectors like cement and steel, services etc. 

– Employment generation 

Some of the provision of the bill facilitates sense of comfort, confidence and certainty in 

the Industry – Which is very significant for the growth of the industry and the economy 

1. It regulates the haphazard functioning and the presence of unscrupulous operators in the 

real-estate business, 

Bill brings in a sense of comfort and feeling of security to homebuyers. 

1. Compulsory registration of any project of the size of 500 square metres in size or involves 

eight apartments 

(Prevents the uncertainty and haphazard regulation – Increase confidence in Industry) 

2. Separate escrow account to park collections, 

(Prevents diversion of funds by builders to other projects, assurance against any breach of 

commitment by builder to home buyers) 

3. greater clarity in the definition of carpet area, 

(More confidence – Growth – manageable inventory) 

4. a tighter penalty norm for structural defects in construction, 

(Prevention of man made disasters like building collapse) 

5. A mandatory consent clause for changes in construction plans and other such provisions 

Penal provisions 

Stringent disclosure norms and penalty provisions, including imprisonment, in some cases, for 

delays and other contractual failures on the part of a builder 

(Cleaning up of Real estate sector) 

All these provisions will create demand sentiment, sense of clarity in the operation and facilitate 

attraction of prospective investors towards real estate. 

 

Q) Critically analyse the merits and demerits of Section 7 and 57 of the Aadhaar Bill. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Under Section 7, the Bill gives the government sweeping powers to make Aadhaar mandatory 

for a wide range of facilities and services.  

Section 57 enables the government to impose Aadhaar identification in virtually any other 

context, subject to the same safeguards as those applying to Section 7. 

Merits of Section 7 
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1. ADHAAR as the universal mode to deliver services is efficient. Multiple identification 

cards breeds ambiguity, difficult to manage and track and may lead to leakages due to 

loopholes – All these can be eliminated by using ADHAAR. 

2. Helps in integrated approach in service delivery with better inter ministerial coordination – 

with the use of ADHAAR as the universal id proof for service delivery 

3. If it is universally adopted (after integrated with JAM trinity) lead to Cashless society — 

Reduction in fake currency, reduced corruption, reduced interface between Govt.official and 

citizens, increased speed in service delivery 

Merits of section 57 

1. Better survellainace against terrorist activities 

2. Better intelligence gathering through tracking the user services 

3. Effective implementation of programs with less leakages, less diversion and targeted service 

delivery 

4. Effective implementation of CCTNS — Helps in crime control, prevention of terrorist 

threats, abortion of terrorist operations, effective intelligence gathering 

Demerits of section 7 and 57 

1. Biometrics are not always reliable, specially among manual laborers due to error in 

identification of fingerprints 

2. Mass surveillance, misuse of other provision by the government for silencing of dissenters, 

political opponents. 

3. Loss of privacy – Every move can be tracked, security threat 

4. Cyber security and issue of safety of biometric and personal information 

5. If biometrics are landed in unsafe hands. May lead to mass forgery, misrepresentation and 

other associated frauds 

6. Accessing personal information without consent is violation of fundamental rights. 

7. Weak cyber security, corruption and other anomalies put the personal date of citizen under 

threat 

8. Good governance based administration must provide Choice and Voice to citizens, but, here 

both are denied due to compulsory provision 

 

Q) As per the recent Real Estate Bill, the central and the state governments must establish a 

regulatory authority within one year of the proposed Act coming into force. Examine some key 

legal and regulatory challenges facing the proposed real estate regulator. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 
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 Key legal and regulatory challenges facing the proposed real estate regulator 

1. No single window clearance system – Regulator challenge 

2. Mandatory approval and auditing requirements from professional agents like Lawyers, 

Chartered accountants increases unnecessary regulation, strengthens red tape, increases the 

cost of the project at same time delays the project 

3. NO provision for regulation of inflated market prices and their accounting during 

registration 

4. Lack of protection against nexus between developers, professionals and third party 

independent auditing agencies – Difficult to regulate these elements 

5. May lead to ambiguity of jurisdiction and lack of coordination – Land is a state subject, but, 

legislation passed by parliament (concurrent list) – No clarity on the compatibility and 

complementarily of state and central legislation in the real estate sector 

6. Regulation of residential real estate sector. Commercial real estate also comes under the 

ambit of the bill.  

7. Smaller projects with less than 1000 sq m or 12 house apartments are excluded – Hence, 

large share of small units are not regulated – Exploitation of customers in this segment may 

rise. 

8. Improper registration of property, lack of clear land titles, ambiguity in registration 

procedure – May increase the legal cases – Difficult to regulate the sector without hurdles 

9. Use of black money in the sector – NO proper provision to address this issue 

10. Multiplicity of legislation – Act does not repeal the existing legislation – This may lead to 

clash of jurisdiction, ambiguity and exploitation of loop holes to bypass the legislation 

11. 70:30 provision – the rules for valuation of land will play a key role in making the 70-30 

provisions effective. Each state may come out with different rules on valuation of land, 

leading to ambiguity in the provision, 

12. No power to determine the prices for the regulator (unlike TRAI for telecom and IRDA for 

insurance) — Difficult to protect the customers without this provision 
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Topic: Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs, 

various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other 

stakeholders 
 

Q) It is argued that the source for sustainable long-term growth in any country is the strength of 

its institutions. Are strong democratic institutions necessary for economic growth and 

development? Critically discuss their role. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Strong Democratic institutions 

Not Just Democratic institutions, but, strong democratic institutions which reflects the popular 

interest are necessary, 

India is diverse multi ethnic, multi religious country – Every voice need to be heard – Consensus 

need to be formed before every major decision to prevent alienation and secessionist tendencies 

– Strong democratic institutions are the best option 

Because, 

 It eliminates institutional anomalies which goes against the interest of public like 

Kleptocracy,  Nepotism, Criminal- Bureaucratic nexus, Bureaucrat – Businessmen nexus 

 Strong institutions results in the following, 

 Accountability (Timely free and fair elections, hence periodical accountability), 

 Transparency (Effort to establish legitimacy in the minds of people) 

 Strong democratic institutions, which promotes popular interest 

 Social audit at Panchayat level – Prevention of Corruption at gross root level, accountability 

promotes ease of doing business 

 Public grievance redressal 

 Participation of citizens in policy formulation and decision making, decision in the interest 

of the masses 

These issues along with, 

Rule of Law, Independent judiciary (Stability in Law of the land) – But, Judicial activism is 

unwarranted and delays the process and complicates the decision making 

Independent Media (Counterweight against Kleptocracy, Nepotism, Collusion) – Sometimes, 

due to media trail, breaking news mania, contents to boost TRP results in glorification of 

trivial issues – long term, it is counter productive 

 vibrant civil society coupled with established institutions like, CAG, NHRC, CVC, UPSC, 

Competition commission of India etc., provides stability in policy formulation, stability in 
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taxation, promotes competition and healthy economic market development which are essential 

for long term sustainable economic growth and development. 

Which facilitates, Stable polity, rule of law, stable environment for long term planning(capital, 

resources, market, manpower) which is preeminent for the long term planning and development 

of Industry 

  

But, 

China, being a communist country without strong democratic institutions, succeeded in lifting 

millions out of poverty due to quick, rational and responsive decision making with long term 

planning. 

Even certain decisions which are unpopular but, essential for long term development may be 

easily pushed in governance model like communism regime (eg. Land acquisition for Industrial 

corridors, displacement for river linking projects, Population control measures), but, very 

difficult in democratic country like India due to protests, petitions, need for consensus from 

diverse interest groups which naturally is a hurdle for quick and responsive decisions. 

No quick decision making, Organized chaos (Different viewpoint some times irrational may be 

included) 

            But, with Strong democratic institutions, opportunities for growth and development 

outweighs the risks — Perfect model for multicultural country like India to balance the interests. 

 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment 

of vulnerable sections 

Q) The latest Budget has  made a pensioned society one of the nine new pillars for growth. 

Critically evaluate how recent budgets have tried to provide social security to senior citizens. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 Social security provision in the union budget 2016., 

The decision to follow EET (Exempt, Exempt, Tax) model for EPF contribution, i.e. taxing the 60% 

of the money accrued in PF proceeds at the time of withdrawal. This initiative discourages 

employees to withdraw the EPF money in lump sum. 

• Tax exemption to 60% of EPT at the time of withdrawal if it is invested in an annuity program — 

Encourages to invest and to secure perpetual monthly income 

• Bringing parity in EPF and National Pension scheme (40% tax exempt) — Encourages 

investment in pension schemes. 
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• Minimum of 1,000 Rs. pension to all the employees invested in Employee Pension Scheme (EPS) 

(component of EPF contribution) 

• The partial revival of Varishta Pension Bima Yojana (VPBY) which was introduced during 

Sri.Vajapayee government 

• The introduction of Atal Pension Yojana (APY) —- for workers of the unorganized sectors in the 

budget 2015-16. 

Deposits unclaimed in EPF /PPF account would be used for the welfare of senior citizen . 

But, 

Taxation of EPF contribution at the time of withdrawal is unwarranted (Long term commitment of 

the employee is compromised eg. Buying a house, marriage expenses of Children) 

Initiatives like increasing the threshold for EPF contribution from a monthly salary of 6,500 Rs. to 

Rs. 15,000 for increasing the take home salary (But, this will be counterproductive in the long 

term, even though it increase the take home salary). 

India, with 82% of the work force engaged in unorganized sector, universal pension scheme is the 

need of the hour, which is missing in the budget. 

Agriculture laborers and farmers, without any formal social security scheme also need pension 

scheme with mandatory contribution from the government (Atal pension yojana need to be 

universalized even without contributions from the farmers) 

Money from IGOAPS is meager, must be raised to meet the age old requirement of citizen. 

Q) The fourth round of the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) for 15 States has 

revealed worrying levels of stunting and lack of healthy weight among children in India. What 

measures need to be taken to address this problem? Critically discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Measures to address the problem 

1. Provide nutritious food in mid day meal programme – Integrating nutritious foods like, 

Eggs, milk, mushrooms, vegetables, fruits in the menu provide wholesome food 

(But, at present, it is not happening, meals contains only staple foods like dal and rice or 

roti, which are lacking in micronutrients like Iron, Zinc etc) 

2. Revamping public distribution system – Now, PDS supplies only Rice, Wheat and 

coarse cereals to certain extent. Practice of consuming polished rice (Rich in 
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carbohydrates, poor in protein and micro-nutrients) increases the chance of malnutrition 

in mothers resulting in delivery of underweight babies and stunted children. 

Hence, PDS must also include pulses, coarse cereals like finger millet, foxtail millet, little 

millet which are rich in micronutrients to provide wholesome food to the masses in 

general and pregnant mothers in particular. 

3. Open defecation is polluting water bodies, food sources – Open defecation must be 

completely eliminated – Reduces the inability of the large intestine to absorb nutrients in 

children —– Stunted growth. 

(Even though Swacch bharat abhiyan is making headway, awareness generation among 

the masses is essential, which needs not only government effort but ,community effort as 

a whole) 

4. Gender inequality – Gender equality must be promoted, patriarchal society must be 

transformed into Egalitarian society which provides decision making power to women —

——– 

(Girl child is fed little, late and last when compared to boys in the family – It sets the 

vicious cycle in motion – — Underweight mother delivering malnourished baby  ) – 

5. Village health and sanitation committees to monitor nutritional programs through village 

health and nutrition days. 

(Poor cooperation among the villages due to caste based discrimination, weak grass root 

level institutions with least activism and absence of dedicated functionaries) 

6. Food fortification with Vitamin A rich Rice, Zinc rich Bajra, Iron rich Ragi which serve 

the nutrition needs of the women and children 

7. Timely immunization (Indradhanush), proper treatment against Diahhorea, Cholera, 

Malaria, Dengue, JE. 

8. Promotion of breast feeding as best practice — Provide wholesome food to the infant. 

9. Wide spread awareness generation about the ill effects of stunted growth and 

associated mental underdevelopment and susceptibility to diseases. 

10. ICDS need to be strengthened with more funds also should be made leak proof with 

accountability, proper monitoring and evaluation 

 

Q) Recently, the government passed the Aadhaar Bill giving statutory rights for the Aadhaar 

programme, but this still leaves privacy as a specific challenge. How can this challenge be 

addressed? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
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How to address the privacy challenge in Aadhaar, 

1. Removal of ambiguity in invoking the National security provision for interception of 

biometric and demographic data. Term National security should be clearly defined to 

remove misuse of this provision 

2. Independent regulator need to be set up for addressing the privacy issues 

3. Encryption of personal data to prevent data breach 

4. Effective Cyber security provision to prevent Hacking into database 

5. Only trusted players with good long term record must be involved to function as part of 

adhaar project —— To prevent leakage of strategic information 

6. Training of personnel to handle the sensitive personal information 

7. Public grievance redressal cell with required power must be established to deal with 

problems related to privacy issues 

8. Present privacy provision is not a deterrent in high profile cases, hence, stringent provisions 

with fine and imprisonment must be in place 

9. Biometric data collectors during enrollment must be verified 

10. Background information of biometric data collector must be checked, only agencies with 

strong credential must be allowed to collect sensitive biometric data. 

 

Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Q) Recently the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 

Yojana, with the aim of providing five crore subsidised Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) 

connections to women of poor households (Below Poverty Line) in the next three years. Discuss 

the significance of this initiative and the challenges it faces. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

With the aim of providing 5 crore subsidised liquefied petroleum gas connections to women of 

poor households below BPL for the next three years and a budget of 8000 crore, Pradhan Mantri 

Ujjwala Yojana is a boon in disguise to the poor.The target of the first year is to provide deposit 

free LPG connections to 1.5 crore women of BPL families with a budget of 2000 crore. 

Significance:- 

 Environmental: 

 

 Indoor air pollution caused by the traditional cooking methods from the chulha leads to 

1.3 million premature deaths in India every year.The programme rightly brings the 

focus on the developmental issue of enabling clean cooking energy. 
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 would check usage of Stubs of crops which are used for preventing soil erosion.  

 Social: 

 

 Usually women’s health is poorly neglected in household priorities , the scheme brings 

to the forefront  the quality of life of poor women. 

 eases stress on women from wasting their energy on cutting wood,gives them 

opportunity to spend their time on other chores like economic empowerment strategies 

as cooking is easy and not time consuming because of  LPG . 

 Economic: 

  

 In the  survey by the Columbia university, as many as 95 per cent of LPG-deprived 

households cite their inability to pay as a barrier to their adopting LPG. Thus, the 

scheme is well-targeted to address the crucial impediment of a high upfront cost, 

which has limited the transition towards LPG use in poorer households for example ,the 

rural informal markets households who buy biomass via firewood and dung cakes end 

up paying more than those who rely on LPG. 

 It can provide employment opportunities for the youth especially in the rural areas as 

they can be part of the supply chain mechanism. 

 can complement Jan dhan yojana in financial inclusion as for increase in  penetration of 

the ujjwal yojana there is a need for more bank accounts. 

Challenges: 

 Once adopting LPG the households have to regularly refill cylinders which can incur 

high monthly expenditure to them.NSSO data also highlights this fact as 88 per cent of 

LPG-deprived households in the survey cited it as a barrier and also for the  poor people 

who adopted LPG there is a low expenditure capacity in having access to LPG.There is 

a gap between adoption and sustained use of the present scheme. 

 No bank accounts for most of rural households and the distance they have to 

travel even now despite schemes like jan dhan yojana is a cause of concern as  LPG 

coverage expands in rural areas, the Direct Benefits Transfer of LPG (DBTL) subsidy 

programme could create additional barriers for economically weaker households. 

 Awareness and Administrative issues: 

 

 About 40 per cent of LPG-deprived households in rural areas cite a lack of 

information about the process of getting a connection as a challenge. 
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 For households in urban slums, the absence of residential proof or a lack of interest by 

urban dealers to serve them also pose a barrier. 

 Government’s scheme of selling 5 kg LPG cylinders at petrol pumps and kirana stores 

may help, as proof of address is not required. However, its limited penetration and 

retail pricing still make it challenging for many poor households. 

 Identification of beneficiaries can cause a problem too. 

Suggestions (Extra Info): 

Innovation solutions like 

 Creating awareness about the actual cost of fuel and its health benefits 

 tackling the issue of cash flow by introducing smaller LPG cylinders (2 to 5 kg) for poor 

and opening exclusive dealerships for smaller cylinders with specific provisions to serve the 

urban areas  could be a solution 

 leveraging mobile money for LPG payments. 

 Leveraging rural supply chains, only for the delivery of the regulated commodity 

By doing the above India  goes beyond subsidising connections and fuel costs and focusses on 

issues of cash flow, awareness, availability and administration. Only such a comprehensive 

approach will help poor households have a better life. 

 

Q) Critically comment on the challenges faced by MGNREGA scheme in recent months and 

their impact on rural distress. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Challenges faced by MGNREGA in recent months 

1. Reduced flow of financial (budgetary) resources —10,588 crore is currently pending in 

payment delays(nine crore workers in 25 states are facing delays in wage payments) 

2. Unfulfilled objectives — Lack of accessibility to sufficient funds sets off a vicious cycle — 

delayed payments leading to lesser demand and still fewer payments — resulting in 

helplessness and distress migration. 

3. State governments and local administrators are in a dilemma, on the one side, law requires 

them to provide work but on the other side, they don’t have enough money to pay the wages 

—– Causing delay in issuing Job cards and non provision of unemployment allowance in 

most of the states. 

4. Employment at 150 days per family are not realized. Only 5% households gained this 

benefit 
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5. Works are performed according to the discretion of the authorities – Scheme no longer 

attaches the tag of demand driven initiative since widespread violation of this provision 

6. Poor quality of asset creation – Only adhoc structures are creating making it vulnerable to 

destruction in the long run ——- Long term durable assets need to be created 

7. Collusion between officials, panchayat leaders and contractors – Increased corruption, 

employment of work through machineries – Whole purpose of the scheme is lost 

8. Lack of planning – Rational planning at grassroots level is still lacking. Panchayat leaders, 

official lacks expertise to formulate integrated plan for effective implementation of the 

scheme 

9. Need revolutionary overhaul – At present main objective is to provide Unskilled manual 

work to adult member — Focus must be on Skilling of the people, since unskilled 

employment provision is unsustainable and dangerous in the longrun on the health of the 

economy 

Impact on Rural distress 

 Due to delayed payment and fund shortages 

1) Distress migration to urban areas are increasing – Increases the vulnerability of the wage 

earners 

a) Earlier, MGNERGA wages served as Minimum wage and set the floor price for 

agriculture wages in villages. But, due to 

b) delayed payment, normal wages are paid at low rates —— Exploitation of the 

landless laborers 

2) Reduced work due to shortage of funds — Sustainable development works like 

Watershed development, percolation pits, reclamation of lakes are delayed – Stress on 

ecosystem and reduced ecosystem services to the villages — Increased distress 

3) Reduced employment — Villagers are forced to approach local money lenders for loans 

at higher interest rates – Indebtedness —- Land alienation in extreme cases farmer suicide 

 

 

Topic: Performance of welfare schemes 

Q) It is now widely accepted that even more than reforms, India needs improved implementation 

of government schemes. What needs to be done to implement projects efficiently? How can e-

governance help in this regard? Illustrate with an example. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

What need to be done to implement projects efficiently? 
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1. Qualified personnel – Training of personnel to achieve desired result. Eg. For family 

welfare programmes and awareness generation programmes ASHA, Anganawadi workers, 

ANM need to be trained as change agents. It is applicable to all the levels from grass root 

level to the top 

2. Monitoring and evaluation – Monitoring of the scheme and midterm and final evaluation 

to access the strengths and weaknesses 

3. Robust Transparency and Accountability mechanisms – Accountability mechanisms like 

Social audit, voluntary disclosure of information, RTI, Citizen charter and transparency 

mechanisms like real time updates on the progress of the scheme Eg. Jan Dhan accounts, on 

Electrification of unelectrified villages etc —- Promotes competitiveness 

4. Performance based budgeting and zero base budgeting – to prioritize the resources and 

to create sense of urgency 

5. Management information system – for effective planning and monitoring 

6. Robust greviance redressal mechanism and responsive institutions like Ombudsman 

E-governance 

1. The Direct Benefit transfer of LPG (DBTL) scheme PAHAL (Pratyaksh Hanstantrit 

Labh) – Reduced the diversion of cylinders for commercial purposes, eliminated ghost 

beneficieries. 

2. Jeevan Praman scheme for life certification for Pensioners – Uses Adhaar, eliminated 

the need for physical presence of senior citizens — Reduced citizen-official interface 

resulting in reduced corruption and harassment 

3. JAM trinity for Direct benefit transfer – like subsidies, student scholarships – Reduces 

corruption, weeds out ghost beneficiaries 

4. Time bound service delivery system Eg. Karnataka SAKALA scheme – Online tracking 

of all applications related to Revenue, Agriculture, Health, Forest Transport etc 

departments. Very effective since penalty fixed for delayed disposal of applications —- 

Brings transparency, reduces rent seeking mentality and corruption 

5. PRAGATI: a multi-purpose, multi-modal platform for Pro-Active Governance And 

Timely Implementation – aimed at addressing common man’s grievances, and 

simultaneously monitoring and reviewing important programmes and projects of the 

Government of India as well as projects flagged by State Governments. 

6. National e-Governance Plan (NeGP) to make all government services available to the 

citizens of India through electronic media – 27 mission mode projects. To make all 

Government services accessible to the common man in his locality, through common 
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service delivery outlets, and ensure efficiency, transparency, and reliability —– Improves 

service delivery, reduces corruption, increases efficiency, ensures accountability 

 

 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Q) Critically analyse the budgetary allocations for social sector in 2016 union budget. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Budgetary allocation for Social Sector in 2016. 

New Conceptualization on social sectors – Shift of focus from Basic education, Basic health to 

Skills, employment and Entrepreneurship 

Allocation for social sector including education and health care – `1,51,581 crore. 

1. ` 2,000 crore allocated for initial cost of providing LPG connections to BPL 

families(Welcome step, improves standard of living, prevents indoor air pollution, reduces 

burden on women, saves time. 

But, proper identification of beneficiaries is the key. No BPL family must be left out, and no 

APL family must be included through collusion, bribery or other means — Difficult till date 

2. New health protection scheme will provide health cover up to ` One lakh per family. 

(Finer details shows that old RSBY has been renamed and provided 153% increased allocation. 

But, insurance alone cannot become government’s major health policy component. Need to 

strengthen PHC, Government tertiary care, Mobile hospitals, Free ambulance, awareness against 

antibiotic resistance) 

3. 3,000 Stores under Prime Minister’s Jan Aushadhi Yojana will be opened during 

2016-17. 

(Great step to provide affordable health care, along with new health insurance scheme, if 

properly implemented, could bring reforms in health sector) 

4. ‘National Dialysis Services Programme’ to be started under National Health Mission 

through PPP mode 

(PPP mode – Need to be cautious – Collusion between parties to siphon off fund, unimaginative 

MoUs. 

Along with this, other critical health care services need to be provided – Blood test, Diabetes 

test, Urine test, TB detection centres, Centres to cater towards emergency situations like H1N1, 

Ebola, Zika virus etc 
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5. “Stand Up India Scheme” to facilitate at least two projects per bank branch. This 

will benefit at least 2.5 lakh entrepreneurs. 

(Help to realize demographic dividend, problem of unemployment. But, Procedural hurdles 

must be removed to access funds) 

6. National Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe Hub to be set up in partnership with 

industry associations 

7. 62 new Navodaya Vidyalayas will be opened 

(Navodayas cater only to small section of rural population, It created a hierarchy within public 

education system – Contravention of 86th Amendment act, We need all the schools on the model 

of Navodaya, not only few) 

8. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan to increasing focus on quality of education 

(No plans on how to improve quality. Incremental budgetary rise (2%) do not help in improving 

quality – Need qualified teachers, Internet, E learning, Gadgets ) 

9. Higher Education Financing Agency to be set-up with initial capital base of ` 1000 

Crores 

SKILL DEVELOPMENT (Capitalization on Demographic dividend) 

Allocation for skill development – ` 1804. crore 

National Board for Skill Development Certification to be setup   in partnership with the industry 

and academia 

Entrepreneurship Education and Training through Massive Open Online Courses 

Minorities 

Skill development by way of social development – But allocation reduced from 335 crore to 

175 crores this year 

Cleanliness 

Swacch bharat mission – Allocation – 38% jump. Welcome step 

Even though, Government announced major policies, none of these policies can be coherent 

“Social policy of India”. 

 

 

Q) When it comes to public health expenditure, India lags behind even among many developing 

countries. Does India need universal health coverage? What measures should be taken by 

government in this regard? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes, India needs universal health coverage 
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1. High out-of-pocket expenditure – Pushing people to poverty (A major disease may push 

APL family into BPL due to heavy out of pocket expenditure) 

2. Democratization of public health service – All citizens irrespective of economic capacity 

and financial background can avail health services 

3. High premium in present situation – young Indians aged 23 to 35 are not buying health 

insurance since they find it expensive – It skews risk pool towards senior citizens – More need 

to them — More insurance claim — Due to lower customer base (Old people) – Premium high – 

Vicious cycle of high premium and high claims – Unsustainable – Hence, universal coverage 

essential (to broaden base and spread the risk) 

4. Demographic dividend must be reaped in present situation – Healthy workforce – 

Prosperous nation – Malnutrition, Antibiotic resistance, Proper treatment for TB, Dengue, 

Malaria, H1N1, influenzas, Tertiary care for serious disorders demands Universal health 

coverage 

5. No other social Security for Masses – More than 80% workforce in Unorganized 

sector, No social security, No insurance for them – Vulnerability more – Need UHI 

6. UHI – Less out of pocket expenditure – More saving – More capital for nation building 

7. Tribal, inaccessible region, Hilly areas, Depressed classes – Unable to claim insurance 

even if they have one – with UHI + Simplified procedure – Accessibility and ambiguity can 

be avoided 

Government measures in this regard provide, 

1. Viable funding to universalize insurance and access 

2. Tightly regulated cost and continuous monitoring 

3. Guard against unethical profit motives (Unnecessary hospitalization, Unnecessary 

operations, diagnosis, Prescription to claim money by Hospitals) 

4. Guaranteed quality through Citizen charters, grievance redressal 

5. Strong regulatory oversights to prevent mal practices 

6. Strengthening of Primary health centres, Training and Qualified ASHA, ANM in rural areas 

— Prevents many diseases at initial level – Prevention rather than cure — Low risk – Low 

insurance claim — High viability – Sustainability 

7. Awareness creation regarding health insurance, associated service, Grievances redressal 

8. Telemedicine, e- Hospitals, Jan Aushadhi kendras — Simplifies the service delivery – 

9. Integration of Adhaar with UHI – DBT (if possible on the lines of LPG DBT to prevent fake 

insurance claims by hospitals) 

10. Strengthen NGOs, Civil society in ensuring accountability in the process 
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11. Proper monitoring and evaluation of the scheme on a periodical basis 

12. Integration of AYUSH services to treat lifestyle diseases like Diabetes, BP, Obesity, 

Chronic bronchitis – Integrated health care – Less expenditure – Indigenous solution – Less 

dependent on patented products – Less insurance cost – Viability 

13. Corporate social responsibility provision must be tapped to infuse capital, technology and 

expertise into the initiative to inject efficiency 

  

 

Q) It is argued that subsidising crop insurance premium and running subsidised health insurance 

program are fraught with risks and are not sustainable in the long run. Critically examine why. 

(200 Words) 

Business Standard 

 

Subsidized crop insurance and Subsidized health insurance – Not sustainable in the long 

run 

1. Unsustainable – Subsidy bill may grow further along with Fertilizers, fuel and food -=— 

CAD, Fiscal deficit (Both Farm and Health) 

2. Trigger Irrational risk taking – Farmers may grow cash crops, crops with MSP even if 

conditions do not permit — Glut in market — Reduced price — Shifting away from 

traditional crops — Unscientific cropping system. 

In Health insurance, People may become lethargic. May resort to curative treatment rather than 

preventive. 

3. Collusion between bank officials, bureaucrats, Rich farmers to siphon off money with 

fake documents. Example, MH (Aurangabad, Jalagaon), Gujarat (Saurashtra), AP 

(Rayalaseema), Karnataka (Dharawad, Haveri), TN and Telangana —–In future it may spread 

nation wide since there is scope for that due to subsidy. 

In Health – Collusion between Hospitals, Insurance companies —– Victims are patients —– 

Forced operations, Unnecessary diagnostics, Frequent resort to check ups and scannings…. 

4. We cannot insure farmers ignorance – First, Farmer education is must. Loss due to lack of 

knowledge, unscientific farm practices cannot be insured 

5. Insurance work on 2 premises — 1. Low risk 2. Customers do not face high correlated risks. 

But, in farming both premises are high —— All the farmers in a region are affected at a 

time . Ex. Drought, disease epidemic, hailstorm — Hence, high risk —– Unsustainable in 

the long run. 
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IN Health – High Risk – Mal nourished children, Antibiotic resistance, TB, Dengue, Malaria,. 

High correlation – Epidemics — Unsustainable in the long run 

But, it can be turned sustainable in the long run also, (Farmers and Patients pay full 

premium in the long run) 

1. More disposable income in the long run – Able to pay full premium 

2. High reach and awareness about insurance due to initial subsidy 

3. If proper regulatory measures and Technology (GPS Camera, Mobile app, computerization) 

are taken, Collusion/fake nexus can be eliminated 

4. Higher loan recovery — Less NPA — Due to insurance 

5. If Mechanization, new technology, Knowledge dissemination, E-mandi, APMC reforms, 

Reforms in MSP to Minor millets, Food processing carried out ——— Insurance risk 

reduces —- Full premium from farmers — 

In Health – If disposable income increases, Swacch bharat, Less malnutrition, Cleanliness, Zero 

open defecation, Smart cities, Quality nutritious food —– Less disease burden ——- High 

resistance 

But, The present situation demand safety net for farmers, which only provided thorugh 

insurance with subsidized premium. It must be a short term approach to reduce farmer distress. 

Long term approach is to empower financially to pay full insurance premium 

6. Subsidies are inherently regressive – Only rich subscribe insurance policies ——— 

Subsidized insurance — Poor also get the service and protected from uncertainties 

 

Q) A recent survey has revealed that private schools across India fill just 15% of the nearly 2.29 

million seats available for students from poor families under the  Right to Education (RTE) Act. 

Critically  discuss the causes of poor implementation of this Act and measures needed to be 

taken by government to address this issue. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

 

Private schools across India fill just 15% of the nearly 2.29 million seats available for students 

from poor families, 

Causes for poor implementation of the act, 

1. Poor awareness 

2. Lack of cooperation from Schools and unclear guidelines 

3. Provision of attention and tracking of school children is non existent 
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4. Powerful lobby by private school owners (with influential persons like MPs, MLA, 

ministers cutting across party lines) – Not ready to sacrifice 25% seats for poor in lieu of 

nominal fee from government. 

5. Social stigma – Poor are discriminated even if they join school run for rich kids – 

Separatism due to class distinction, difference in lifestyles —– Harassment for poor –— 

Disincentive to join the private school 

6. Travel expenses, miscellaneous expenses due to school curriculum (cost for project 

preparation for kids, investment for extracurricular activities) — Poor unable to hold the 

burden, hence not attracted to them 

7. Complaint from the schools is that — Government is not sufficiently compensating the loss 

Measures to be taken, 

1. Large scale awareness campaign – Through TV, radio, street plays, newspapers and at 

sites of public interface like PDS shops, Temples, Panchayat offices. Involvement of Civil 

society, NGOs, celebrities, local leaders, ASHA and anganawadi workers 

2. Sufficient compensation to the schools from the government – genuine concerns must be 

addressed 

3. Proper monitoring and evaluation – Provision to track students once they join the school, 

honest grievance redressal system 

4. Accountability mechanism – Strict legal action against defaulters 

5. Reimbursement of travel expenses to poor children – To reduce out of pocket 

expenditure 

6. Awareness campaign to overcome social stigma, treat poor children equally — 

 

Q) There have been frequent complaints about inadequacy of regulation of pharmaceutical 

industries in India. Critically examine why is there a need for strict regulation and the steps 

government has taken in this regard. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

 

Need for strict regulation 

1. Large group of small pharma industrial lobby is holding back strict regulatory enforcement 

2. Spurious and substandard drugs are not properly monitored 

3. Recent Ranbaxy incident of falsification of report to USFDA for securing an approval to its 

drug – Needs strong regulatory architecture 

40

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/11/3-frequent-complaints-inadequacy-regulation-pharmaceutical-industries-india-critically-examine-need-strict-regulation-steps-government-t/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/11/3-frequent-complaints-inadequacy-regulation-pharmaceutical-industries-india-critically-examine-need-strict-regulation-steps-government-t/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/11/3-frequent-complaints-inadequacy-regulation-pharmaceutical-industries-india-critically-examine-need-strict-regulation-steps-government-t/
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/bhupesh-bhandari-the-rot-in-drug-regulation-116031001314_1.html


 

 

www.InsightsIAS.com                                                                  www.InsightsonIndia.com 

(But, issue can be viewed as foreign MNCs effort to defame and weaken Indian generic 

industries) 

4. Even though we are leaders in Generic medicine industry, we also need quality produce to 

maintain health standards – Strict regulation is must 

5. Consolidating Indian pharma industry, huge scope for expansion to world markets, demands 

strict regulatory architecture to ensure delivery of quality produce and to maintain brand 

image 

(Mergers and acquisions especially with MNCs – Great influence in policy and regulation 

(like Evergreening of patents in US) 

6. Public health – Unrestricted use of Antibiotics without proper tracking system and 

prescription, causing Multi drug resistance in TB, superbugs in Bacteria – Hence, regulation 

is essential 

7. Poor environmental standards – Improper disposal pharma waste, toxic waste creation 

8. Clinical trails – Lack of clarity in clinical trail regulation, inadequate safeguards and 

compensation in cases of death 

Steps taken by the government 

1. CDSCO performs following regulatory functions – Regulatory control over the import of 

drugs, approval of new drugs and clinical trials, meetings of Drugs Consultative Committee 

(DCC) and Drugs Technical Advisory Board (DTAB), approval of certain licences as 

Central Licence Approving Authority 

2. National list of essential medicine is maintained by NPPA through drug price control order 

– to prevent over pricing of essential medicines 

3. India is following Good clinical practices (GCP) guidelines (Helsink i Declaration and 

WHO guidelines for good clinical practices) 

4. Proposal to establish National drug authority – Move to integrate quality regulation and 

price control 

5. Setting up of Clinical Trails Registry of India 

6. Jan Aushadi scheme to supply low cost high quality generic medicine to public 

 

Q) What is an amendment to the Motion of Thanks on the President’s Address? Why is it 

resorted to? Give examples and examine significance of this amendment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Amendment to motion of Thanks on President’s address 
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The President’s speech is a statement of the legislative and policy achievements of the 

government during the preceding year and gives a broad indication of the agenda for the year 

ahead. 

Motion of Thanks is a discussion on the Presidential Address to both houses after the general 

election or at the beginning of budget Session as per Art 87. 

If the opposition disagree with any part of the speech, amendments can be 

moved.   Amendments may refer to matters contained in the Address as well as to matters, in the 

opinion of the member, the Address has failed to mention.  

Examples 

1. In 2015, it was amended on the issue of black money 

2. This year the amendment focused on legislation passed by BJP in Rajasthan and Haryana 

limiting the rights of citizens to contest panchayat elections. 

3. Before this, three times amendments were moved during Indira Gandhi, V.P. Singh and Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee tenure. 

 Indira Gandhi tenure,1980 on the issue of engineering defections. 

 P.Singh government, 1989, when six amendments — including on the Ram Janmabhoomi-

Babri Masjid dispute and the India-Sri Lanka accord — were approved. 

 Vajapeyee government 2001, when the House adopted an amendment on the sale of a public 

sector undertaking, Balco, to a private company.  

Reasons and significance of amendment 

It provides the forum for the opposition to, 

1. Convey the dissatisfaction against the government policies, legislations and regulations 

2. To highlight the issues of social importance which was not in the radar of government 

3. To enforce moral accountability on the ruling party against their inaction, mal 

administration and inefficiencies 

 

Q) Do you think recent budgetary allocations for higher education and related schemes is in line 

with India’s aspirations to become “human resource capital of the world”? Critically discuss. 

(200 Words) 

Livemint 

Government, for the year 2016-17, has earmarked Rs.28,840 crore for the department of higher 

education as against Rs.26,855 crore in 2015-16, registering an increase of 7.4% over the 

previous year. 
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The gross enrolment ratio (GER) in higher education has doubled from around 11.6% in 2005-

06 to 23.6% in 2014-15, But it lags much behind the global average of 30%.  

The increase in enrolment calls for improvement in the quality of education, which is in very 

bad state. 

Hence, higher education and other related schemes needed more budgetary allocation to 

improve the quality of higher education and to cater to increased enrollment and to meet the 

aspiration of the country to become HR capital 

India’s aspiration to become Human resource capital of the world can be realized only 

when we make concerted effort to improve quality and to democratize the higher education 

through increased enrollment 

This can be achieved by following measures, 

1. Industry – University collaboration for research projects – Exposure to students, new 

learning skills, sharpening of skills to meet the global demands 

(We need investment to provide better infrastructure) 

2. Quality infrastructure with well equipped laboratory, workshops, integrated libraries needs 

investments not in incremental steps, but in quantum jump. 

3. The proposed Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA), with an initial capital base of 

Rs.1,000 crore – To improe infrastructure in Universities 

(1000 crore is not sufficient to upgrade all the infrastructure in a country of India’s scale) 

4. The Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya National Mission on Teachers and Teaching aims to look 

at teacher education in a holistic manner 

(We not only need better teacher training facilities, but also qualified teachers with high 

academic caliber in the first place. Hence, to attract the talented persons, generous monetary 

allocation was needed) 

5. Separate ministry for skill development and separate budget allocation is a welcome step 

(But, allocation need to b increased, majority of youth are unskilled or do not meet the 

industrial standards, and existence of poor vocational training institutions) 

Hence, we need heavy, path breaking investment to transform higher education of India to meet 

the global standards and serve as Human resource capital of the world, since, we have a narrow 

window of demographic dividend which must be accomplished by educating and skilling the 

youth. 
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Q) India’s potential for medical tourism is well known, yet certain policies of the government 

and other factors are not allowing the sector to realize its full potential. Examine the constraints 

and  measures needed to address them. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Problems with the visa system 

1. Waiting periods for the grant of visas are long, 

2. the physical presence of patients is required at embassies, and 

3. there are restrictions on multiple-entry medical visas 

4. Lack of quality assurance through Accreditation and standardization system to rate the 

medical services – Lack of clarity – No attraction 

5. Infrastructure bottlenecks – Lack of proper connectivity to and from Airports, Raliway 

stations and road network 

6. Lack of marketing strategies – Unable to project our strengths and also unable to defend 

negative publicity like NDM super bug issue, antibiotic resistance, negative publicity 

regarding cleanliness 

7. Lengthy and cumbersome visa clearance system 

8. No independent regulator and Poor grievance redressal system 

9. Menace of middlemen and travel agents who exploit the tourists – Creates negative 

publicity 

10. Competition from ASEAN countries like Thailand, Indonesia and Philippines 

11. Single window system for all medical tourism related queries for ease of doing business 

  

 Measures to address the constraints 

1. Streamlining the medical visa process and extending eTV (e-tourist visa) to medical 

tourists” 

2. Reduce transaction cost for M visa to make it self enforcing. 

3. Aggressive marketing campaign of Treat in India on the lines of Make in India, projection 

of uniqueness like heritage and traditional services like AYUSH. 

4. Ranking and accreditation of hospitals, grievance redressal cell, independent regulator to 

address the concern and issue regulation to provide healthy environment. 

5. Visa on arrival for Medical tourists 
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6. Integration of Medical treatment with wellness tourism like community organic farming, 

workshops on traditional arts, crafts and weaving. Yoga sessions, aromatherapy, 

naturopathy etc as integrated services ——– Provides edge to win against competitors 

 

Q) Is the introduction of pictorial warnings covering 85 per cent of the principal display area on 

both sides of all tobacco products ineffectual in India? Critically  comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Claim of ineffectuality of 85% pictorial warning on packets is based on survey conducted by an 

agency associated with Cigarette industry. Hence, reliability of the findings can be disputed. 

However, an Independent research shows that 85% size pictoral warning resulting in – 58 per 

cent of smokers in Canada and nearly 54 per cent in Brazil and Thailand changed their opinion 

about the health consequences of smoking on seeing the large pictoral warnings. 

Study in tobacco control shows that California on the one side spent millions of dollars to 

increase the health awareness, but, Canada achieved the same goal through pictorial warnings at 

little or no cost to the government – This reiterates the effectuality of pictorial warning in 

reducing the cigarette consumption. 

Moreover, a picture speaks thousand words – It helps to spread the message to even illiterate 

masses effectively 

But, 

1. Behavioral addiction to cigarette, 

2. peer pressure, 

3. trend in the youth as status and prestige symbol, 

4. glorification of cigarette usage in movies albums, 

5. easy availability of cigarettes in public places, 

6. lack of awareness, sale of loose cigarettes (without packets) 

7. Raising materialism, work pressure, means to relieve depression and loneliness 

may render pictorial warning ineffectual. 

 

Q) Recently, the Parliamentary Standing Committee (PSC) on the need to reform the Medical 

Council of India (MCI) submitted its report. Critically comment on its recommendations. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

 Recommendations of the report 

1. Systemic change – To provide a new architecture that is more in tune with current needs of 

the country 
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2. to replace the principle of election with nomination 

3. More attention – Recommended immediate bifurcation of medical education and the ethical 

conduct of the medical professionals for dedicated full time attention to each of them 

individually 

4. to revamp the curriculum to be in line with the disease profile of the country , 

5. to train MBBS students in district hospitals for more rural experience 

6. to include research work in PG to promote the R&D in the country 

(Does nomination ensure efficiency? or transparency and accountability) 

7. To replace the present council (MCI) with an architecture consisting of four independent 

boards to deal with 

a) curriculum development, 

b) teacher training, and 

c) standard setting for UG and PG education accreditation and assessment processes of colleges 

and courses for ensuring uniformity in standards; 

d) the registration of doctors, licensing and overseeing adherence to ethical standards. 

However, 

1. No clear director for upgrading district hospitals to government medical colleges was 

proposed to provide for 300 bed hospitals for a new college and utilizing existing specialists 

for teaching 

2. No mention about the rigorous assessment of medical colleges by high level committee 

3. Role of private hospitals and colleges in meeting the health care need of villages are not 

discussed 

4. NO recommendation of new authority to regulate the fee (it recommended that power to 

MoHFW) 

 

Q) The Rapid Survey on Children shows a new trend of an increased access to healthcare by 

marginalised communities like Dalits, Adivasis and Other Backward Classes which have made 

substantial gains in the last decade. However much needs to be achieved in the realm of 

nutrition and sanitation where these communities remain acutely deprived. Discuss. (200 

Words) 

EPW 

 

Rapid Survey on Children (RSOC) 2013-14 was conducted to assess the accessibility of 

healthcare and nutritional status of marginalized communities. 
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1. Substantial increased in the institutional deliveries 

2. Successful implementation of Janani suraksha yojana and expansion of role of Anganawadi 

workers and ASHA – Infact, one of the reason for success of improvement in health 

indicators is due to effective work of ASHA and anganawadi workers 

3. Child immunization – Mass coverage including weaker section resulted in egalitarian trend 

in immunization 

  

But, the survey showed regressive trend or no improvement in Nutrition and sanitation 

aspects of marginalized section 

Children under the age of 5 years showed increased stunted growth since 2005 

Awareness about breast feeding is low in marginal sections, but higher in normal population. 

But, is good among ST population 

In sanitation – there seems to have been little progress with 50% of India’s population 

defecating in the open. consistently over the last two decades the SCs and STs have had the least 

access to toilet facilities 

Open defecation, unhygienic practices are on the rise among the marginal sections which 

adversely affected their well being. It reduced the nutrient absorption ability of the children 

leading to stunted growth and under nutrition. 

Need for improvement in Health and sanitation 

 Effective implementation of Swacch Bharath Abhiyaan – Awareness creation is the key. 

Encouragement of toilet construction to curb open defecation 

 Budgetary allocations for ICDS (reduced in this budget by 7%), Mid-day Meal schemes 

should be increased 

• Strengthening the institutional networks for effective PDS (eg: Aadhar bill) – Provision of 

Pulses, vegetable oils, if possible availability of fruits and vegetables at subsidized rates and 

encouragement of backyard/kitchen vegetable gardening improves nutrition and fights 

against child malnutrition and stunted growth. 

 

Q) What do you understand by fixed-dose combination (FDC) drugs? Recently, the union 

government banned Corex, a cough syrup whose most important element is codeine, along with 

300-odd fixed-dose combination (FDC) drugs. Discuss the significance of this ban. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Wikipedia 

A fixed dose combination drug is a , 
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1. medicines containing two or more active components (Active pharmaceutical ingredients) in 

fixed proportions in a single dosage form 

2. several medications in fixed combination to be taken together, presented in composite 

packaging (co-pack) 

It facilitating the general advantages of combination therapy 

Improved medication compliance by reducing the pill burden of patients. It solves the problem 

of keeping track of several medications, understanding their various instructions, etc. 

Evergreening issues – It is used to evergreen the off patent drugs – FDC drug products may be 

developed by pharma company in effect extend proprietary rights and marketability of a drug 

product. Since FDCs may be protected by patents, a company may obtain exclusive rights to sell 

a particular FDC or formulation thereof, even though the individual active ingredients and many 

therapeutic uses thereof may be off-patent. 

Significance, 

1. Side effects – dizziness, nausea, hallucinations. It is also addictive 

2. FDC drugs are the highest self medication drugs in India. Consumed without prescriptions 

(especially cough syrups) – Not safe for patients 

3. FDC drugs especially Cough syrups with Codeine are suppressants rather than Curative. 

Hence, it distorts the perception of patients (that is the better medicine). 

4. With FDC drugs, side effects cannot be traced out to a single API. Hence, it may lead to lot 

of adverse effects on patients. It can leads to complications resulting from adverse 

interactions of the drugs 

5. Antibiotic resistance can be reduced – Since, multiple combinations of same therapeutic 

value are clubbed together, it provide chance for microbes to develop resistance ——– Ban 

may bring some relief in this respect 

6. Elimination of irrational drug combinations and control the irrational prescriptions 

7. Encourages the use of home remedies having same result without side effects like use of 

Honey, pepper, turmeric to remedy against Cough and cold 

On the other hand, 

1. Lack of time for retailers to prepare for the ban and to clear their stocks 

2. Manufacturers opinion and their view points were not solicited before banning 

3. FDC had general advantage of Combining therapy, we may sacrifice this due to ban wrt 

some drugs 

4. Pill burden of patients may rise due to ban on > 300 FDC drugs 
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5. Reduced investment on R & D in FDC drugs by pharma companies, due to ban on OTC 

medicines like cough syrups 

 

Q) Under which conditions can India grant compulsory licences? Do these conditions violate 

WTO rules? Also critically examine complaints made against India’s generic drug industry. 

(200 Words) 

Business Standard 

Reference 

Compulsory licensing is an action where a government allows someone else to produce the 

patented product or process without the consent of the patent owner. It is one of the flexibilities 

on patent protection included in the WTO’s agreement on intellectual property — the TRIPS 

agreement. 

An application for grant of a compulsory license may be made under the following provisions in 

India according to Indian Patent act, 1970 

It is governed by Section 84, Section 91,  Section 92. Section 92A of the Indian patent act, 1970 

These sections provides for provision of compulsory license for a person, for the following 

reasons, 

1. If the patented product is not satisfying the public needs effectively 

2. patented invention is not available to the public at reasonably affordable price 

3. In situation of Public health emergencies 

4. Patented invention is not worked in the territory of India 

Does this violates WTO rules? 

No, because, They always existed in the TRIPS agreement and IP act, 1970 is TRIPS compliant. 

Compulsory licensing is a sovereign right of a country which can be granted to meet its national 

health emergencies 

Complaints made against Indian generic drug Industry 

1. Liberal use of compulsory licensing to gain access to production of patented product 

(Patented drugs for critical diseases are very costly, not affordable to even higher middle class 

population, in such a situation, it demands the invocation of Compulsory licensing,eg. Novartis 

case) 

2. Application of section 3 (d) of Indian patent act (which seeks to prevent evergreening of a 

drug) to deny Patent for new formulation of an existing drug 
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(Indian patent act only provides scope for genuine patents, it effectively blocks all the routes for 

evergreening of patent produce after their expiration. Hence, it is the best governance model to 

encourage innovation. But, in USA due to intense pharma lobby, evergreening is still possible) 

3. Non compliance with respect to safety provisions, rampant culture of data falsification 

within the Indian pharmaceutical industry. 

4. Manufacturing standards of generic drug makers are under suspicion (FDA prohibits 

Ranbaxy’s Toansa, India facility from producing and distributing drugs for the U.S. 

market) 

 

Q) The increasing resistance to tuberculosis (TB) drugs among patients has become a major 

public health concern in India. Examine why it’s considered as major public health concern and 

the reasons why resistance to TB drugs is increasing. Also discuss measures taken by 

government to deal with this health concern. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

WHO 

The Hindu 

India is home to largest number of TB patient in the world. As per WHO more than five lakh 

patient die every year. And in 9 million cases around the world india has alarming 2.2 million 

cases.This shows the need for urgency in the treatment of TB.But the resistance to The drugs 

has been a worrying trend. 

  

Reasons for its fast spread and it being a public health concern are:- 

 Especially in India it is even more dangerous because of the high population density. 

 Easy availability of antibiotics over the counter without prescription and usage of fixed 

dose combination. 

 require longer regimens for treatment and people not sticking to it 

 TB Bacilli is successfully adopting its resistance against new forms of drugs.so its 

becoming very difficult to treat. 

 no international recognition of total drug resistance especially by WHO 

 lack of awareness among patients about how critical the problem is especially TB being 

an air borne disease so spreads very easily, .one patient can directly spread the disease to 

atleast 10 others if it is not checked at the initial stage itself. 

 ethical issues of testing new drugs on patients is only adding to the menace. 

 Infrastructure with respect to treatment centres is not very satisfactory and also in rural 

areas no proper treatment available at the earliest. 
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 Improper diagnosis and lack of profiling of patients before medication. 

Government efforts:- 

 National tuberculosis control program and revised NTCP with cartridge based nucliec acid 

amplication test ,adherence to DOTS and DOTS + for MDR TB treatment of WHO. 

 Making it part of Indradhanush can help detecting the cases at the earliest itself. 

 Ministry has introduced Bedaquiline into the national tuberculosis (TB) 

programme.Bedaquiline a drug for Multi-Drug Resistant TB, is being introduced at six 

identified tertiary care centres across India. 

 An online portal for TB patients called NIKSHAY. 

 Recent ban of fixed drug composition cough syrups by Government can help patient to be 

early diagnosed. 

 personalised treatment for people affected with MDR-TB and XDR-TB 

 Schemes like RSBY has help the poor with the treatment of TB. 

 states role: in karnataka the high-detection rate after it procured 26 gene Xpert machines to 

augment the diagnosis of TB at the district level. 

Despite all these efforts still TB is on the rise. So with proper investment in Research, making 

people aware of the hazards of consuming antibiotics for every small problem can help in 

India’s fight against TB. 

 

Q) In the light of recent incidences of death of patients in medical camps after undergoing 

sterilization surgeries, critically comment on India’s family planning programme. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

India instituted the National Family Welfare Programme (NFWP) in 1952 as part of its first Five 

Year Plan (1951-56). 

Programme adopted approaches like clinic, extension, camps (temporary clinic) to carry out 

sterilization drives for both men and women and promotion of contraceptives like IUD, 

Condoms, and Contraceptive pills as an integrated strategy, along with campaign for wider 

spacing of children, delayed marriage, elimination of child and early marriages. Through these 

measures the programme reasonably achieved its objectives to limit the population growth rate 

to certain extent. 

1. But, the programme is highly skewed towards sterilization, particularly sterilization of 

women. Use of a modern method among married women in India is 49 percent and female 

sterilization accounts for 77 percent of this group. 
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2. The number of women with unmet need for contraceptive methods is higher in India 

compared to other developing countries. 

3. More over for sterilization drives, women are unduly targeted (of the total sterilization, 

Vasectomy for men accounts for only 2%, remaining covered by Tubectomy) 

4. Mass sterilization camps are conducted with a view to meet the target, but safety measures 

like sterilization of equipments, proper medication, and standard operation procedures are 

not followed due to negligence, lack of monitoring, lack of infrastructure and facilities and 

poor monitoring. 

This results in death in several cases. For instance, the example of mass sterilization camp 

conducted by the government of Chhattisgarh resulted in 13 deaths and 65 injuries is testimony 

to this fact (evidence indicates that the surgical staff had used the same hand gloves, injections, 

syringes, sutures on all the 83 women, resulting in life-threatening infections). 

5. Lack of coordination between Central and State government and poor communication 

between different levels of administration in implementation, monitoring and evaluation of 

the programme is another glaring point. 

For transforming the family planning programme to achieve better results, we need to focus on, 

1. Promoting vasectomies along with tubectomies, to reduce the burden on women and also to 

provide sense of security and confidence in women 

2. Promotion of non intrusive programmes like, Wider spacing between pregnancies, 

encouragement of decision making power to women in matters of family planning, 

discouragement of early and child marriages, promotion of women education and 

empowerment through SHG 

3. Supply of sufficient contraceptive to meet the unmet demands. 

4. Use of ASHA, ANM to spread the message of family welfare and to create awareness. 

5. Safety measures during mass sterilization drives with qualified doctors, proper 

infrastructures, medication to prevent health complications 

 

Q) The debate on using public money to fund higher education is linked to the question of how 

beneficial it is in the creation of a developed and egalitarian society. Do you support 

continuation of subsidy for higher education in India? Comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Educated citizenry extends benefits to the society at large like direct economic gains, such as 

research leading to the invention of vaccines and new technology, as well as indirect gains, such 

as an increase in tax collection, a more flexible workforce that can adapt to the changing 
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demands of the market and greater appreciation of social diversity, leading to greater harmony. 

But with appalling 21% enrollment in Indian higher education the debate of public funding of 

higher education need to be discussed. 

Yes, subsidy is needed: 

 Public provisioning of higher education can also serve as an important tool in reducing 

inequality. In a society where higher education is free, students born in both poor and rich 

families have an equal chance of augmenting their future earnings.Also egalitarianism 

can be promoted with students not discriminating  

 reflecting on the experience of China, which has massively ramped up spending on higher 

education over the past two decades which led to the impressive growth in the number of 

graduates: 30% per year since 1999 and a quadrupling in their number in the last six 

years. Chinese universities have also been using funds generated from profits of university-

owned companies. 

 Without government funding,students have to pay for most of the costs involved, often 

by taking loans. As many students in the US are discovering today, a bleak macroeconomic 

outlook may mean that it takes a long time for students to pay back the debt they are 

forced to take to fund their education. 

 growing debt burden on account of a sharp increase in higher education cost and lack of 

growth in employment due to the recession has led to a huge increase in outstanding 

student loans in the US. 

 Public funding ensures subjects which have historic significance and which might not be 

commercial be part of higher education curriculum. 

No,subsidy is not needed: 

 rich stood to gain more than the poor from public provision of services such as healthcare 

and education due to various factors. Despite free provisioning, availing of services entails 

private costs which the rich found easier to pay.These could include cost of transport to a 

school/university or hospital or opportunity cost of time spent in availing the service. 

 A poor student might not gain from higher education as much as his/her rich counterpart 

because the latter’s family might use its clout to find a better job. 

 education contributed much less to growth than would be expected in standard economic 

models. 

 Surplus supply of educated labour in the wake of sluggish demand leading to 

diminishing returns to an educated workforce and poor-quality education not generating 

any benefits were given as the other reasons for the low economic returns from education. 
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 Many students get involved in campus politics and take long time to earn degrees and stay 

in the hostels even without studying in those colleges draining taxpayer’s money. 

 despite public funding only the best land up in lucrative jobs as India is a job driven 

economy.Also most of the graduates from public funded institutions go abroad and probably 

settle there wasting Indian resources. 

Suggestions: 

 various measures like differential fee structures based on income levels and levying a 

graduate tax on employers hiring graduates. 

 China has been devoting the bulk of its resources to what have been termed “elite 

universities”. China’s higher education sector also saw a wave of mergers of small 

institutes and universities into larger universities and faculties.India can learn from this 

experience. 

 Institutional reforms like financial autonomy,implementation of lyngdoh commission report 

on higher education governance can be done. 

Given the scale of India’s higher education sector, an effective policy would require that the 

ongoing debates and experiences of various models of higher education functioning are critically 

examined. 

 

Q) Discuss the objectives and significance of the new National Health Protection Scheme. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Livemint 

Objectives of National Health Protection Scheme 

1. To reduce the out of pocket expenditure on health care services for poor 

2. To provide health cover to the entire family as an unit 

3. To meet the additional health care needs of senior citizens 

4. To make quality medicines available at affordable prices for patients 

5. To eliminate morbidity and mortality due to economic inability to treatment 

Significance of the Scheme 

1. It will provide health cover up to1 lakh per family. This may work like a floater policy which 

considers the entire family as one unit. 

(Provides health care protection to entire family as a unit. It is an improvement over 

Rashtriya Swashtya Bima Yojana (RSBY), since it provides cover upto Rs.1lakh per family 

when compared to 3000/- in RSBY) 
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2. OPD is also brought under the ambit of this scheme – Covers larger ailments and costs 

associated with visits and checkups. 

3. For senior citizens of age 60 years and above belonging to poor and economically weak 

families, an additional top-up package up to30,000 will now be provided 

(Extra health care needs of the senior citizens are taken care of. Reduces the dependency on 

Chindren, provides dignity of life and sense of independence to senior citizens) 

National health protection scheme will be complemented with the following schemes to 

achieve comprehensive health protection services to the poor, 

4. Opening up of 3,000 stores under the Jan Aushadhi Yojana 

(Provide quality medicines available at affordable prices, discourages consumption of 

antibiotics since, it is not entertained in Jan Aushadhi Yojana. Reduces the dependence on 

branded medicines and decreases the price due to competition from these centres. 

Poor will be covered, and much needed health care facilities are provided at affordable costs) 

5. Dialysis facility – About 220,000 new patients of end-stage renal disease get added every 

year resulting in additional demand for 34 million dialysis sessions 

(Reduces huge out of pocket expenditure, prevents the pushing of APL famlily into BPL line 

due to recurring high cost health care services, tertiary care affordable and accessible to the 

poor) 

 

 

 Topic: E-governance 
 

Q) It is said that the 2016 union budget has given big boost to strengthening e-governance in the 

country. Examine. (150 Words) 

Business Standard 

 

Robust Budget allocation – 

The government has set aside Rs 2,059 crore for Digital India Programme – e-learning, e-

panchayat and land records modernisation. 

allocated Rs 24,543.48 crore to ministry of telecommunication and information technology. 

Schemes for E- Governance  

1. The National Land Record Modernisation Programme has been revamped under the 

Digital India initiative 
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(Reduces civil land disputes, Helps track agricultural loans and subsidies, Reduces land 

disputes, Fake records etc.,) 

2. Introduction of Bill for targeted-delivery of financial and other subsidies, benefits and 

services by using the Adhaar framework. 

(Legitimacy to Adhaar, Certainty in administration, Leveraging JAM trinity – Jandhan, 

Adhaar, Mobile technology to deliver services to citizens efficiently and effectively. 

3. Reduces Subsidy leakages in LPG, Fertilizers, Kerosene, Student scholarships, Helps in 

paper less transactions — Reduces fake currency menace, Helps tracking funds, prevents 

black money, Reduces bureaucratic and citizen interface thereby reducing Coercive 

corruption which is common in middle level bureaucracy) 

4. A social security platform will be developed using Aadhaar to accurately target 

beneficiaries. 

(Diversion of public funds from Poor to rich will be prevented, Documentation and 

record keeping and tracking progress made easy) 

5. Planning to extending Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) to liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) 

and from LPG to fertiliser 

(Opportunity to use JAM trinity here too…. Prevents diversion to commercial purposes) 

6. Automation of 300,000 public distribution system (PDS) outlets using Adhaar cards 

(Help to prevent diversion of foodgrains to open market) 

7. Digital literacy campaign – Present 2 schemes 1. National Digital Literacy Mission; and 

Digital Saksharta Abhiyan (DISHA). 

Plan to launch a new Digital Literacy Mission Scheme for rural India to cover around 60 

million additional households within the next three years 

(Back bone to all digital India scheme —— Digitally literate citizen + Digital India = E- 

governance at the door step with reduced corruption and inefficiency) 

8. ‘e-Sahyog’ pilot project to provide an online mechanism to resolve mismatches in 

income tax returns, without requiring taxpayers to attend the income tax office. 

(Ease of Doing business and helps widening the tax base by providing quality services) 

9. To set up a Digital Depository for academic certificates on the pattern of Securities 

Depository. 

(Prevents fake degree certificate rackets, Easy record keeping, Certified authentication, 

Paper less governance) 

Hence, E governance encompassing 

1. Public service delivery 
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2. Tax administration 

3. Agriculture record keeping 

4. Digital literacy 

5. Direct benefit tranfe,   received big push and go a long way in ensuring citizen centric 

administration if properly and honestly implemented without vested interests 

 

Topic: Issues relating to poverty and hunger;  
 

Q) The Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) annual report on the State of Food and 

Agriculture (SOFA) 2015 explores the potential of social protection programmes in developing 

countries to tackle hunger and poverty. What constitutes social protection? How can they 

address poverty? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Frontline 

What is social protection? 

 Social protection is commonly understood as “all public and private initiatives that provide income 

or consumption transfers to the poor, protect the vulnerable against livelihood risks and enhance the 

social status and rights of the marginalised; with the overall objective of reducing the economic and 

social vulnerability of poor, vulnerable and marginalised groups” 

 objectives of social protection vary widely, from reducing poverty and vulnerability, building 

human capital, empowering women and girls, improving livelihoods, and responding to economic 

and other shocks. 

 Social protection programmes fall into three main categories. These are 

1. Social assistance is direct, regular and predictable cash or in-kind resources transfers to poor 

and vulnerable individuals or households. it has helped in reducing poverty in the following ways: 

 Cash transfer: form of cash increases the purchasing power of the poor, who demand goods and 

services produced largely in the local economy.Indias direct benefit transfer is the best example. 

 Social pensions: are state pensions, a form of cash transfer targeted by age. Pensions are the most 

common social protection tool, with the widest global coverage and often highest national spend.It 

can prevent deeper deprivation by preventing loss of assets, creating resilience against shocks. (e.g., 

health insurance like PMRSBY, crop insurance, pension schemes of indian government etc) 

 Health and education: 

–Programs like ICDS have helped in reducing the maternal and child mortality rates by providing 

maternity treatment,nutrition requirements 
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–Immunization drives like the pulse polio program,Indradhanush have helped in reducing major 

communicable and non-communicable diseases. 

— fosters more investment in the education and health of children, and reduces child labour. 

–Philippines shows very promising results. School enrolment of children in poor beneficiary 

families has risen, and the incidence of severe stunting has declined. 

 food security: 

–Schemes like PDS, MDM, Food for work ensure basic nutrient intake. Money saved here can be 

used by the farmers for more farm inputs, fertilizers which in turn increases their produce and 

eventually income. 

–In Indonesia, social protection programs provide over 65 million low-income households with 

everything from cash support to subsidized food and insurance. 

 children: 

–In Zimbabwe, during 2013, almost 60,000 children at risk of and exposed to violence, 

exploitation and abuse received quality support and care 

–South Africa’s Child Support Grant, introduced in 1998, has become the country’s largest social 

assistance programme, covering over 10 million children.A recent evaluation [PDF] shows        that 

the Grant directly impacts on poverty and vulnerability reduction, while helps break inter-

generational cycles of poverty and exclusion. 

2. social insurance: pooled, contributory insurance programmes and labour market protection: 

and  

3. provision of unemployment benefits, building skills and enhancing workers’ productivity and 

employability. they help reduce poverty in the following ways:- 

 GENDER EMPOWERMENT: Women get more leeway in society and their skills and 

capabilities are enhanced. (Swavalamban scheme) Maternal health improves leading to better health 

for future generations. 

 Political – 

(i) Involvement of women from all sections in local governments due to decreased gender and class 

inequalities 

(ii) Mobilization of poorer sections against exploitative practices (e.g. pressure groups of farmers 

in NW India after Green revolution) 
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 unemployed: 

–China’s Dibao program, which provides cash to China’s needy, is the backbone of the system. It is 

also the largest program of its kind in the world..Workers laid off from State-owned enterprises 

and the unemployed accounted for over two-fifths of the program’s beneficiaries. Today, the focus 

of the Urban Dibao program has shifted to the elderly living in poverty, the working  poor and low-

income families with adult members with low skills, disabled or without a support network.This 

has allowed a five-fold increase in the average transfer amount to families, along with  the vast 

expansion in coverage 

–Indias’s NREGA has provided employment to vast number of poor households and raised their 

standard of living and brought them out of the penury. 

 skill development: 

–It allows the poor to think of investing in their future rather than their day to day survival. Skill 

india, Start up India, stand up India  and other initiatives by India make sure that disadvantaged 

get the opportunity be be self made. 

–Infrastructural schemes like Mega Food Parks to reduce crop losses. 

problems: 

 Only a few countries in the region have generated high-quality statistics on their social protection 

programs. 

 In general, the social protection systems operated by governments in the region are not terribly 

effective outside a few developed countries, such as Japan, Republic of South Korea, and 

Singapore. They tend to suffer from fragmentation, weak coordination, and poor beneficiary 

targeting. 

 In Asia and the Pacific, public expenditure for social protection programs for women is about 

1.15% of gross domestic product (GDP) while that for men is 1.6% of GDP. 

 Greater attention must be given to gender-related dimensions in the design and implementation of 

social protection programs to support inclusive growth in the region. 

suggestions: 

 ADB’s Social Protection Index has pulled together data on central government social protection 

programs in 35 countries and presents the figures in a variety of ways.this has to be followed. 

 With most of the world’s poor and hungry still living in the countryside and still dependent on 

agriculture, twinning social protection with agricultural development programs makes compelling 

sense 
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Political commitment, adequate funding, partnerships, and complementary actions in health and 

education will be key elements in transforming this vision into reality. Policy and planning 

frameworks for rural development, poverty reduction, food security and nutrition need to promote 

the joint role of agriculture and social protection in fighting poverty and hunger, together with a 

broader set of interventions, notably in health and education. 

Q) Critically discuss the social, economic and biological ill-effects of inequality. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Social ill effects of inequality 

 Social ills like adolescent crimes, sexual harassment, organized crime has more 

correlation with inequality 

 Untouchability and caste discrimination in rural areas – Unequal access to means of 

production, dependence of landless laborers, manual scavengers, depressed classes on 

landed farmers and rich people perpetuating these social evils. 

 If there is access to economic opportunities, dependence can be removed and social ills can 

be minimized. 

 Gender discrimination – Shortage of money to educate both children – Discrimination 

against girl child, uneducated mother breeds ignorance, lack of awareness which sets the 

vicious cycle of gender inequality in motion 

 Rebellion – Lack of mutual trust between different classes, breeds enmity between them – 

Resort to violent struggle – Example. Naxalite movement in tribal belts of eastern India. 

(Mining mafia, apathy of government towards poor) 

 Terrorism, religious fundamentalism – Inequality provides fertile ground for inculcating 

terrorist ideologies and infuse fundamentalist ideas. Serving as recruitment tool for terrorist 

organizations. 

 Pollution of political system – Caste based politics, mobilization of people on the lines of 

narrow interests like Religion, caste, ethnicity. 

 Mutual mistrust between classes – No cooperation, unable to initiate SHG, cooperative 

farming, social audit, gram sabha due to mistrust, incompatibility between different classes. 

This result in weak grass root level institutions, weak empowerment of public, room for 

corruption, nepotism and criminal and bureaucratic nexus. 

 Atrocities against SC, ST and other depressed classes due to unequal power alignment 

 Inequality leads to people taking up criminal activities like robbery, kidnapping, murder, 

etc. leading to social unrest. 

Economic ill effects of inequality 

60

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/07/3-critically-discuss-social-economic-biological-ill-effects-inequality/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/unequal-by-birth-time-to-break-the-vicious-cycle/article8321929.ece


 

 

www.InsightsIAS.com                                                                  www.InsightsonIndia.com 

 Increased crime rate, unsafe environment to public, frequent terrorist activities, unstable 

environment leads to poor investment from industry, flight of capital to safer destinations, 

less FDI and investment in capital market, less confidence in country’s economy — 

Economic crisis 

 Inequality results in inability to avail Reservation facilities – Son of a doctor belong to 

Dalit or tribal community has more chance of availing reservation than son of a landless 

laborer or manual scavenger of the same community. 

 Access to education, public services, govt subsidies – Less when the person is poor. Rich 

benefit due to more awareness, power lobby, political clout where as poor suffer from 

associated disabilities. 

 Income inequality eats away at social mobility – Due to lack of access to means of 

production 

 Indebtness – especially among tribals, SC and other weaker sections. 

 Land alienation – In tribal areas due to indebtness and lack of funds to service debt. 

 Unable to adopt modern technologies – Green revolution – Rich irrigated farmers 

benefitted, not poor landless laborers, still they are landless. No economic mobility, no 

social mobility. 

 No social security 

 Economic inequalities can lead to clashes between labor and capitalist classes. 

Biological ill effects of inequality 

 Less income – Malnourished food – Leads to malnourishment, stunted growth, hidden 

hunger resulting in poor mental and biological development. 

 Stunted growth, below normal intelligence due to poor nutrition in critical stages 

 Under nutrition of the mother affects the foetus, resulting in delivery of underweight babies 

– more infant mortality rate, prone to birth related anomalies, poor mental and physical 

development 

 Whole society suffers biologically – Inequality, poor – Open defecation, polluted water 

bodies and food sources as a whole – Poor absorption of nutrient in large intestine among 

children – Stunted growth even among the rich children 

 TB, Polio, Leprosy, HIV always threat to society due to insufficient treatment of diseases 

among the poor, which serves as reservoirs — Inability to eradicate the disease as a whole. 

 Depression, mental tension due to inability to avail basic needs – Enmity against other 

classes (Rich). Social tension. 
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Q) In recent years, popularity of ayurveda products – both pharmaceutical and food – are on the 

rise in India. Examine why. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

DailyO 

Ayurveda, the Indian traditional medicinal system has a market size of 25000 crore and its trend 

has been on the rise in the recent years in both pharma and food industries. 

The reasons are: 

 Many of the top MNCs have been embroiled in legal battles concerning the ill effects or 

harmful chemicals in their products. This has reduced trust of people on these MNCs and 

they are shifting towards Ayurveda.Recent maggi contoversy puts this point in the forefront. 

 Although the formal sector in Ayurveda is only at 12%, it is increasing fast. Companies like 

Patanjali, Himalaya are gaining a foothold in the market. 

 Indian people are becoming more apprehensive about chemical products and are placing 

their trust on healthy ayurvedic products. 

 The recent ban on Fixed drug compositions has made people suspicious about the quality 

and efficacy of those drugs. Hence now they find only Ayurveda reliable since it doesn’t 

contain any chemicals. 

 There are increased advertisements about Ayurveda products citing their efficiency , 

comparative advantage and their “swadeshi” nature . This has contributed to their increased 

usage. 

 Yoga gurus and spiritual leaders who are popular among the people are promoting such 

products leading to their increased usage. 

 government has been proactive in giving a push to ayurveda like  a separate AYUSH 

ministry, national institute of ayurvedic studies under AYUSH and research centres, jan 

aushadi centres for low cost drugs for the poor. 

 Ayurveda is believed to have lesser side effects as natural ingredients used through 

traditional methods. Eg- kottakkal arya vaidya sala. 

Suggestions (Extra Points): 

 Like in China India also should go for the integrative medicine strategy where alternative 

and allopathic medicines have been synergised, 

 With 88% of ayurvedic business still under unorganised sector Government should bring 

strategies on making these profitable. 

 Doctors have to be made more aware about the benefits of the ayurveda so that they can 

combine both the medicines and use the knowledge. 
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Q) Write a note on the objectives and components of the India Newborn Action Plan (INAP). 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The India Newborn Action Plan (INAP) is India’s committed response to the Global Every 

Newborn Action Plan (ENAP), launched in June 2014, to advance the Global Strategy for 

Women s and Children’s Health. India however aspires to achieve the global ENAP targets by 

2030—five years ahead of the global deadline—with all the states to individually achieve the 

targets by the end of 2035. 

  

Objectives: 

Ending Preventable Newborn Deaths to achieve “Single Digit NMR” by 2030, with all the states 

to individually achieve this target by 2035 

Ending Preventable Stillbirths to achieve “Single Digit Still birth Rate” by 2030, with all the 

states to individually achieve this target by 2035   

Components: 

 It prescribes 6 intervention packages for various stages. 

 

 Preconception and antenatal care, Care during labour and childbirth, Care for immediate 

newborn, Care of for healthy newborn, Care of small and sick new born and Care 

beyond newborn survival. 

 It also prescribes 4 new kinds of priority vaccination- influenza vaccine, cholera vaccine, 

Human papillamovirus vaccine( HPV) and Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine. 

 A monitoring and evaluation framework to keep tabs on the mother child till the age of 2 

years and to provide reliable information on common causes of death has been ushered. 

 Web based Health Information Management System (HIMS) to provide data on services, 

facilities, etc. 

 A comprehensive assessment of the plan will be done starting from 2020 after a gap of 5 

years to ensure that the states are coordinating with the center for achieving the targets. 

 serving as a framework for the States facilitate the States to formulate their own need-based 

action plans 

Suggestions: 

1 . special focus is needed in tribal areas – sanitation , mosquito nets , community participation. 

2. Need to integrate with PNPCDT Act to prevent female infanticide  
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3 .Record of child health under Integrated Child Health Record – National Health Database – 

track immunisation / health status. 

INAP along with the Universal immunisation programme, Indradhanush will go a long way in 

reducing IMR and MMR to ensure improvement of HDI and realising the SDG targets. 

 

Q) The government estimates show a steep decline in poverty from 37.2% in 2004-05 to 21.9% 

in 2011-12. To which factors do you attribute this reduction? How can India continue to reduce 

poverty? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Reduction in poverty is attributed to, 

1. Increase in employment in non agriculture sector – Construction sector absorbed the 

landless laborers, wage earners from villages, reduced dependence of entire family on 

agriculture reduced the risks associated with monsoon fluctuations, rain fed farming. 

2. Schemes like MGNREGA, National rural livelihood mission reduced the stress during lean 

season, created employment opportunities during non agricultural seasons also. 

3. India’s demographic bulge provided more working population compare to dependents 

(Children and elders) – More working hands, reduced employment 

4. Social welfare schemes like PDS, AAY, MGNREGA, NRLM, Pension schemes and others 

provided safety net to the poor – Reduced poverty 

5. Inward remittances – Large emigration of citizen to greener pastures like US, EU etc. and 

to west Asian destinations like UAE, Saudi, Qatar etc. generated huge inward remittances 

for India, which directly benefited dependents in India 

6. Quality jobs in Service sector like BPO, Hospitality, Retail chain, E – commerce supply 

chain provided heavy wages 

7. Rapid growth of the economy during this period except 2008 recession , provided better 

opportunities to come out of poverty through better employment opportunities, increased 

demand for services etc. 

How can India continue reduce poverty, 

Agriculture sector 

1. Extension of irrigation facilities – Assured irrigation and adoption of modern 

technologies, like Drip, sprinkler irrigation increases efficiency, reduces risk and increases 

the farm income substantially. 
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2. Value addition through food processing – Processing and value addition of agriculture 

and horticulture produce, increases the value, fetch more prices, reduces storage and 

transportation loss — Poverty reduces 

3. Organic farming – Low input and optimum output (yield), increases the income and 

reduces the dependence of farmers on money lenders. 

4. Cooperation farming, milk cooperatives and farmer produces organization – Assured 

market, removal of middle men, no scope for exploitation in Agriculture – Reduced 

exploitation, increased earnings. 

5. Successful implementation of PM fasal bima yojana – to protect the farmers from various 

risks 

6. Technology adoption – Mechanization of agriculture, promotion of modern technologies 

like Vermicomposting, Fertigaiton, plastic mulches, polyhouse cultivation – Thease should 

be promoted through provision of subsidies, grants and credit facilities 

Manufacturing sector 

1. Skill development – of unemployed youth, citizens to meet the industrial requirements 

2. Promotion and expansion of labor intensive industries like Textiles, Automobiles, 

Construction, Jems and Jewellary, food processing industries to crate quality employment 

opportunities. 

3. Flagship schemes like MGNREGA need to be better targeted with the aim to create skilled 

workforce along with ensuring job during lean season 

4. Make in India initiative 

Service sector 

1. Creation of quality jobs in BPO, IT, ITES for youth – Workers dependents benefited 

2. Promotion of tourism – Creates local jobs, multiplier effect on development in rural and 

semi urban areas 

3. Promotion of higher job creation in E commerce, supply chain, Hospitality and 

construction sector 

4. Promotion of startups, entrepreneurships among Weaker, depressed sections – Sense 

of belongingness – Class action to life 

Governance 

1. Effective implementation of JAM trinity for targeting beneficiaries, reducing corruption 

— Subsidies reach the poor 

2. Universal health insurance to reduce out of pocket expenditure to health care 

3. Skill development, financial inclusion, Digital literacy – Empowerment 
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4. Up gradation, market support to MSME sector, cottage industries and village based 

industries 

5. Expansion of welfare scheme like Pension scheme for farmers and workers in unorganized 

sector 

 

 

 

Topic: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential 
 

Q) Is Aadhaar legislation needed? Substantiate. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The need for Aadhar legislation is imperative in India given the coverage it has in the 

country.As of now, around 98 crore Aadhaar numbers have been generated  

Why is Aadhar legislation needed? 

 Compliance with Art 21 – Art 21 states that Right to Life and Liberty cannot be infringed 

upon except if provided by law. Since Right to Privacy has been accepted as a FR under Art 

21 (Kharak Singh vs State of UP), it will provide statutory backing to collection of 

individual data 

 Introduction of new Schemes – After the 2015 SC ruling that Aadhar can only be used in 

DBT and LPG schemes, several initiatives such as Digi-Locker, Jeevan Praman etc. were set 

aside 

 Massive amounts of sensitive personal information has been collected. These apprehensions 

are exacerbated by the casual and porous approach that the government has to inter-

departmental data transfer—a fear that was brought into sharp focus when it took the full 

might of the Supreme Court to stop the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) from 

accessing the Aadhaar fingerprint database. 

 to establish boundaries within which the identity database  and clearly cordon it off from 

government over-reach. In many ways, it is far more important to have a legislation today, 

as the project enters the implementation phase, than when the project was conceived. 

New Bill Provides the following Benefits: 

 Aadhaar Bill, if it passes in its current form, will impose some of the strongest fetters on 

government over-reach, of any legislation in the country.For instance Under Section 29, 
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core biometric information cannot be used for any purpose other than the generation of 

Aadhaar numbers and authentication of Aadhaar number holders 

 Section 8, which deals with authentication, states that the response to an authentication 

query must exclude core biometric information. Perhaps the most extreme manifestation of 

this is in the proviso to Section 28 (5), which prevents the Aadhaar number holder from 

accessing his own core biometric information in the Central Identities Data Repository 

(CIDR). 

 Besides UIDAI, the Central Identities Data Repository, which functions under the authority 

as a service provider storing information, has also been given the statutory status. 

 Enrollment officers have to inform individuals seeking enrollment how their information 

will be used, who it will be shared with and what access rights they have. Requesting 

entities must obtain consent before collecting information for authentication and provide 

details of the information that will be shared and the alternatives available if the individual 

doesn’t want to submit identity information. 

 The move will help streamline delivery of government subsidies to the poor and the 

government plans to bring all the benefits and subsidies funded from the Consolidated Fund 

of India on the Aadhaar platform. 

 a critical component of minimum government and maximum governance is to ensure 

targeted disbursement of government subsidies to actual beneficiaries. 

 the Bill could propose imprisonment of up to three years and fine of Rs 10,000, which will 

be Rs 1 lakh in the case of a company, for disclosing or sharing of the core biometric 

information 

 .UIDAI hired agencies/consultants to also implement technical measures to ensure privacy. 

 Oversight committee, headed by the Cabinet secretary, to review each decision before the 

information is disclosed 

Shortcomings: 

 Information other than core biometrics may be allowed to be shared under the rules – that 

are yet to be framed. 

 Section 33 allows for judicial and executive exceptions to the absolute prohibition against 

disclosure of information. It states that the protections of Sections 28 and 29 will not apply 

against the order of a district judge (or higher). Similarly, the protections under Sections 28 

and 29 can be over-ridden by directions issued by an officer above the rank of joint 

secretary, in the interests of national security.this can be misused. 

 the provision for Identity Review Committee has been skipped in the new Bill. 
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 One particularly disappointing provision is Section 29(4), which seems to allow core 

biometric information to be made public for purposes specified in the regulations—contrary 

to the manner in which it has otherwise been ring-fenced. 

 critics of the Bill pointed out that it did not seek to answer why the Aadhaar was necessary 

for providing “any kind of service” even where such services are provided by the private or 

social sector.This makes Aadhaar much more than a mere ‘good governance measure’ that 

empowers not only the state but also non-state actors who are service providers in the name 

of ‘efficiency’ 

 there was a lack of uniformity of purpose of the Aadhaar. It points that the objective of 

“good governance measure is contradicted by Clause 57 placed at the very end of the Bill 

which says nothing contained in this Act shall prevent the use of the Aadhaar number for 

establishing the identity of an individual for any purpose, whether or not by the state or 

anybody corporate or person, pursuant to any law, for the time being in force, or any 

contract to this effect 

Therefore this bill pave for a new way of availing government services with the help of unique 

number by incorporating efficiency and effectiveness and curbing corruption on lines with other 

developed countries social security schemes 

 

Q) It is said that the current Aadhaar Bill in Parliament is an important infrastructure to enable 

government to go paperless, presence-less and cashless.  Examine how. Also discuss other 

advantages of the Bill. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

 

Paperless government 

1. It could eliminate more than 2,000 crore pages of paper (a low guesstimate). 

2. No need for elaborate document verification process – KYC fulfilled through ADHAAR 

enabled online verification process – Less paper work 

3. Digitalization of documentation using ADHAAR – Reduced clerical work based on record 

books 

Presence less 

1. Reduces Bureaucrat- citizen interface – Since online application , tracking, evaluation 

and money transfer facilitated with the use of ADHAAR through JAM model – corruption, 

inconvenience, dependence on official for unnecessary procedures eliminated 
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2. Enables linking individuals to an organization that has a unique enterprise number and this 

would shift enforcement to big data rather than feet-on-street. 

3. Timely appointment and online application status assisted by ADHAAR – could unclog 

our highways and eliminate waiting rooms in hospitals, government offices etc..  

Cashless 

1. DBT using adhaar for wage payment, scholarships, subsidies to bank accounts linked with 

Jandhan yojana and debit card — Cashless – Facilitates online transaction 

2. Payment of user fee, government service charges – using JAM model through debit card 

Other advantages of the bill 

1. Enrolment is voluntary (Choice to citizens – Good governance) 

2. It shall only be used as proof of identity and not as proof of citizenship (misuse by 

migrants, terrorists to claim citizenship can be curtailed) 

3. Prevention of fraud, corruption, misuse of funds – DBT services in LPG subsidy, 

MGNREGA wage transfer, scholarships, agriculture subsidy, fertilizer subsidy to 

farmers, pension to certain sections, Insurance schemes etc. 

4. It does not prohibit the usage of Aadhaar for any other purpose by any public or private 

entity. 

(Ease of scaling, disruptive technologies to pressing needs, low cost high impact) 

5. Privacy protection at an unprecedented level – For example, it has, one, “use 

limitation” — it can only be used for the purpose for which the user gives consent. 

(Prevention of misuse) 

6. “collection limitation” — no information other than demographic (name, address, date 

of birth, sex and, optionally, email id/ mobile number) and biometric (photo, fingerprint 

and iris scan) will be collected. No other personal information of an individual will be in 

the Aadhaar database. 

(Privacy will be protected) 

7. “access and rectification” — the user can access his own information and has an 

obligation to rectify it if it needs updating. 

8. No demographic information or identity information received from the Unique 

Identification Authority of India can be displayed publicly. 

9. Only exception to obligations is national security, provided an order to disclose 

information is issued either by a court, or by a joint secretary or higher officer, and vetted 

by a high-powered committee headed by the cabinet secretary. Still, sharing of 

information is limited to a short period. 
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Finally, the bill includes stringent penalties, including imprisonment for breach of privacy 

 

Q) Comment on the objectives and performance of the Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti 

Yojana. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana is designed to provide continuous power supply to 

rural India. The scheme will replace the existing Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojana 

(RGGVY).Out of 597,464 census villages, 586,024 villages (98%) have been electrified under 

the scheme. 

Objectives: 

1. To provide electrification to all villages 

2. Feeder separation to ensure sufficient power to farmers and regular supply to other 

consumers 

3. Improvement of Sub-transmission and distribution network to improve the quality and 

reliability of the supply 

4. Metering to reduce the losses 

performance: 

Positives: 

 To make the process transparent, real-time data on villages being electrified has been made 

available to the public through a mobile app and a Web dashboard called GRAMEEN 

VIDYUTHEEKARAN. Alongside, 309 Gram Vidyut Abhiyantas (GVAs) were deployed 

by the government to monitor the electrification process and enter the data on the GARV 

application 

negatives: 

 The criteria to declare a village as electrifies is not proper. Note that a village is considered 

electrified if public places in the village and 10 per cent of its households have access to 

electricity. 

 misclassified as electrified villages in government books as number of villages said to be 

electrified in the last year is exaggerated. 

 One major source of discrepancy is regarding those villages where the GVA has noted that 

the village is un-electrified, yet it is counted as electrified on the app. 

 uninhabited villages have been marked as electrified. 
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The scheme ensures Betterment in social security due to availability of electricity by 

which Rural areas shall get increased opportunities for comprehensive development so 

a transparent and regular evaluation of progress is indeed necessary. 

 

 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 
 

Q) “It is not possible for India to be a world leader or an Asian leader without first being a South 

Asian leader.” Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 

India need to gain confidence in its neighborhood first as a regional leader, then only it 

could aspire for world leadership 

Reasons are several, these include, 

1. Proactive leadership in South Asia is essential to promote prosperity through financial 

aid, technical assistance (SAARC satellite, scholarships for students, satellite services), 

business to business cooperation etc. —– This results in peaceful neighborhood —India 

could concentrate on world leadership without much worries at home 

(But, perception of India as big brother (always interfere in internal matters, 

bullying), friendly cooperation is not satisfactory. For instance, Tamil issue in 

Srilanka, water sharing issues, infiltration issues with Bangladesh, Madheshi and 

constitutional crisis with Nepal —— These restricting India’s energy to South 

Asian theatres) 

2. Strategic support of South Asian nations to outside powers (against Indian interests) – 

like provision of space for establishing defense installations, docking of submarines (eg. 

In Colombo by China), establishment of defense bases, missile installations will severely 

restrict India’s energy and resources to south Asia. 

Hence, persuasive leadership to prevent such actions must be developed. 

3. Regional support is essential in international forums like UN, WTO, IMF, WB to 

establish legitimacy in world leadership 

(Irony is that, Shashi Tharoor candidature for UN secretary general post was 

opposed by Afghanistan and Srilanka itself) 
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4. Regional support in totality is essential to establish claim on UNSC permanent 

candidature for India 

(But, opposed by Pakistan in association with China) 

5. Projection of India’s leadership in south Asia in coordinating actions to combat terror, 

fight drug trade (from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bhutan), response to natural disasters 

(earthquake in Nepal, floods in Pakistan.,etc.) 

6. it is important for India to work on uniting, connecting, and sharing its prosperity with its 

neighbours before seeking the same from outside. 

7. If we cannot integrate with our region, we cannot integrate with other regions – Hence, 

first focus on neighborhood is must 

But, perception of big brother attitude, frequent dragging into internal matters of 

neighbors (Tamil issue in Srilanka, Madheshi in Nepal, water sharing issue with 

Bangladesh, use of subsidy termination as a tool to influence elections in Bhutan), 

interference of other world powers like US, China in our backyards, antagonist attitude 

of Pakistan towards India, failure of SAARC as effective region group (and India’s 

inability to make it a successful group), political instability, terrorism ——- These issues 

are limiting factors to gain acceptance of India as regional and world leader. 

 

Q) In recent months, India has signed many agreements with Myanmar which are said to have 

potential to strengthen India – Myanmar exponentially.  Discuss these agreements and, how and 

why India needs to implement these agreements. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Recent agreements between India and Myanmar, 

Regional connectivity and trade agreement on 17 and 18 February, as part of the eighth edition 

of the India-Asean (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) Delhi Dialogue. 

Key components – 

1. Kaladan multimodal transit transport corridor to connect Seaports of Kolkota and Sitwe 

(Myanmar) – to be completed by this year 

(Why – Need for better connectivity of the NE states with other parts of India, Reduces the time, 

Connects Mizoram with Kolkota through Myanmar, Counter Bangladesh’s black mail of not 

allowing transit route for India to connect North Eastern states) 

How – Through special purpose vehicle, special cell to facilitate investment, and to remove red 

tape, coordination at the highest level) 
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2. renewed commitment to complete the 3,200-km India-Asean trilateral highway that 

extends from Moreh in India to Mae Sot in Thailand via Mandalay, Myanmar. 

(Why – Gateway to South East Asia, better transit route to ASEAN countries, Development of 

NE states with assured market, reduced transportation cost, opening up of border for trade with 

ASEAN countries —– Reduces insurgency due to trade and prosperity, better integration) 

(How – Multilateral funding from WB, ADB, better coordination at highest level, ) 

3. Nine border haats or trading posts are also being considered along the 1,640-km land 

border with Myanmar. 

(why – People to people contact, assured market, reduced transportation cost, curb illegal trade 

of opium due to ever vigilant border, reduced insurgency on both sides due to enhanced 

prosperity 

How – Infrastructure for banking operations, storage, grading, packing, credit facilities, IT 

enabled trading posts for better tracking of produce and trade) 

4. Expedited negotiations for concluding the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) between India and the Asean countries (Myanmar is a member country) 

were discussed. The RCEP will expand India’s trade and investment circle in the Indian Ocean 

region. 

(Why – To promote exports, diversification of trade, less dependence on slowing EU and other 

western countries, precursor to custom union. It is liked to prosperity of NE states, due to 

proximity to large market, promotion of services and other manufacturing industries due to 

assured, vibrant market 

How – Intense negotiation, better follow up, Conferences and negotiation with stake holders like 

Industrial bodies, interest groups, policy of non exploitation in negotiation ) 

5. Joint Naval Patrol – In bay of Bengal 

(Why – Enhanced security, Coordination during disasters, military compatibility to face adverse 

situation 

How – Better collaboration, Naval drills) 

Moreover, 

Myanmar isolation for the past 50 years pushed the country to depend overly on China for most 

of its trade and investments. These projects reduces dependence on China and help to increase 

India’s influence 

India needs a stable neighbor in the east to control, consolidate and cater better to the 

northeastern region 
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Q) Write a critical note on the nature of Sir Creek dispute between India and Pakistan, and why 

it’s still unresolved. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Sir Creek dispute between India and Pakistan,  is now turning out be more than just an 

unresolved border. The 96-km estuary between India and Pakistan, cutting through where 

Gujarat State and Sindh province meet, has had a dramatic impact on Indian security, though it’s 

always been seen to be relatively simple to resolve. 

Sir Creek stand-off’s lingering legacy is turning out to be one of India’s biggest security 

headaches, with policymakers yet to come up with a nuanced response to it. 

  

Nature of the dispute and reasons behind non – resolution:- 

 both countries are  unable to agree on the exact boundary so the differences flow into 

the Arabian Sea creating a vast stretch of disputed water, where fishermen’s misery, terrorist 

designs and global drug syndicate interests are all converging. 

 Pakistan claims the entire Sir Creek based on a 1914 agreement signed between the 

government of Sindh and rulers of Kutch. India claims that the boundary lies mid-channel, 

as was depicted in a map in 1925 and implemented with pillars placed to mark the 

boundary. 

 Over the years, the creek has also changed its course considerably. If one country agrees to 

the other’s traditional position, then the former will end up losing a vast amount of 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) rich with gas and mineral deposits and exploration via 

deep sea mining, in which there have been exciting new breakthroughs. 

 It is also a great fishing destination for hundreds of fishermen from both India and 

Pakistan. In the desperation for a great catch, many of their boats stray across the perceived 

boundaries, and they end up being arrested by the other side. 

 the disputed nature of the sea off the area was one of the reasons why the terroristsdecided 

to capture the boat in sir creek before attack on Mumbai on 26/11. 

 many developments in the disputed waters are not known at all this worries 

policymakers even more. 

 Drug cartels make it a point to transact their business in the disputed waters, so that they 

are beyond the reach of both Indian and Pakistani agencies. this area could be among the 

world’s most active for trading centres. 
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 POLITICAL DISPUTES: In 1999, the Indian government shot down a Pakistani 

Surveillance aircraft. Also the terrorism and drug activites do not bode well for India-

Pakistan relations. 

What needs to be done? 

 dispute can be resolved by the “Thalweg Doctrine” which calls for mid channel division, but 

the Pakistan government rejects it because it stands to lose a lot of area. 

 A “Maritime Park” may also be set up where both sides of farmers can fish without fears of 

arrest but there are security issues. 

 It can also be declared a Sensitive maritime area 

 

Q) Recently Myanmar witnessed establishment of new government that is most democratic 

administration since 1962 when the military seized power. What are the opportunities and 

challenges that the new government faces? How can India lend its hand to the new government? 

Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Opportunities 

1. To transform Myanmar into peaceful society – With democratic functioning, Consensus and 

negotiation with Ethinic minorities like Kachin tribes, Kokang rebels ——- Brings peace 

and triggers development 

2. Lifting of economic sanction from US and EU —- Provide chance to bring development and 

to promote industry, export and new ventures. New, services, job creation, infrastructure – 

Quality life 

3. Fresh reconstruction of society on genuine democratic setup – Great chance to implement 

real democracy 

4. Chance to address the issue Rohingya tribes and their acceptance into society 

5. Joint infrastructure projects like Kaladan project, BCIM corridor – Win win situation 

6. To move away from the influence of China and to engage with other world leaders like 

India, US, EU, etc. 

Challenges 

1. 25% of seats in both houses reserved for Military representatives – Great unity among 

democratic leaders to bring constitutional amendments and other legislations – Hence, 

consensus and common ground with military junta is essential at the same time maintaining 

the democratic character 

2. After effects of Economic sanctions from USA and western countries on the country are 

still lingering in the form of poor capital formation, poor infrastructure, weak business and 
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industry, poor exports and institutions. Hence, to reform and improvise the situation in a 

daunting task 

3. Separatist movement by Ethnic minorities (20 of them) and their violent struggle – is a big 

challenge. Need to bring them into democratic fold 

4. Drug mafia, Illegal arms smuggling, alternate economy and their nexus with politicians and 

Bureaucrats is a big challenge. Need systemic approach to this problem 

India’s role 

1. Service sector and BPO – being a leader, India can assist to develop service Industry with 

the help of Industry collaboration (ASSOCHOM, NASSOCOM and their counter parts) 

2. Agriculture – Can help Myanmar to adopt modern agriculture technologies to suit their 

conditions with the help of ICAR and other premier Indian institutions 

3. Establishment of Democratic institutions – India, being diverse country, succeeded in taking 

all the groups together. Valuable source to Myanmar to develop democratic institutions like 

Parliament, state legislature, ULB, PRI, 

4. Establishment of Independent institutions – Election commission, CAG, UPSC can be 

replicated in Myanmar to deliver independent functions 

5. Progressive legislation and best practices – SHG, RTI, RTE, Food security mission 

provides valuable lesson to Myanmar 

  

Q) What are the natural strategic advantages that India has in Nepal? Do you think a rising 

China and the anti-India resentments of Kathmandu’s hill elite have the potential to neutralise 

these advantages? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

India’s strategic advantage 

1. Nepal shares a long boundary with India 

2. Strong historical cultural (Hindu majority) and social ties 

3. Nepal is a land locked country, access to the outer world is only through India apart from 

China through Tibet. Moreover, Terai region of Nepal and India has similar ethnic group 

with strong kinship bond 

4. Large number of Gurkha soldiers from Nepal contribute selflessly for Indian military 

5. Exporting electricity to India rather than China is easier because its rivers flow south off the 

Himalayas toward India’s most populous states, while China’s biggest cities and industries 

are far to the east. 
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6. As our Prime Minister quotes, Nepal can become a rich country , by selling electricity alone 

to India. It can meet one third India’s electricity demands (80 GW of electricity potential 

through hydro power) 

7. Open border, Indo Nepal peace and friendship treaty promoted people to people contact, 

trade and mutual dependence 

India is the natural partner to Nepal development. Destiny of both countries are tied due to 

geographic, cultural and strategic compulsions. Hence, Nepal may take help of China to play it 

against India in diplomacy and negotiations, but, China cannot nullify India’s importance. 

For instance, 

1. China may provide economic assistance, invest in infrastructure and industry on equal 

footing with India, but, when it comes to matter of obligation of spiritual and religious 

fulfillment, it must turn towards India (Hindu majority, Kinship bondage, Ethnic links) 

2. In natural disasters – like Earthquakes, floods first respondent will be India naturally. We 

have empathy towards our neighbor rather than commercial and strategic calculations (as we 

seen in China) 

3. Gurkha regiment promotes Indian national interest when it comes to choice between India 

or China 

4. As mentioned earlier, Exporting electricity to India rather than China is easier because its 

rivers flow south off the Himalayas toward India’s most populous states, while China’s 

biggest cities and industries are far to the east. 

5. Dependence on China is unsustainable, give the China’s track record of treating other 

nations (In South and East China sea). It is always exploitative (as we see in Africa), 

dominating. Hence, benevolent India is better choice for Nepal, even Nepal knows it 

6. India is the largest democracy and Nepal with new constitution and democratic set up needs 

India for assistance, rather than Communist China in laying strong foundation for 

democratic polity 

But, increasing Chinese presence is evident from the fact that, 

1. China in 2015 overtook India as Nepal’s biggest foreign investor, funding power plants, 

noodle factories and meat-processing units 

2. India accounted for 53 percent of Nepal’s trade in 2015, down from 60 percent in 2006, 

when a Maoist insurgency ended. China’s share of Nepal’s commerce has risen to 31 

percent from 3 percent 

3. New trade horizons and the cheap pricing of Chinese goods, Chinese trade vis-a-vis Nepal is 

growing 
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4. Incorporation of Nepal by China into OBOR strategy 

5. New agreement with China to reduce the essential commodities dependence on India 

All these shows that, India’s strategic influence will be at stake if India does not take proactive 

measures to build confidence and strengthen India Nepal relations 

 

Q) “Pakistan pursuing its bilateral goals vis-à-vis India has become an obstacle in the path of 

greater connectivity and interdependence, preventing Saarc from attaining its full potential.” 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

India and Pakistan rivalry is adversely affecting the SAARC negotiations. Every move by India 

to strengthen and to forge stronger bond between SAARC countries through trade, 

communication, transport are obstructed by Pakistan due to fear of India’s hegemony in the 

region and undermining of its very existence. 

Pakistan’s strategic interests in Afghanistan and its resentment to engagement of Afghanistan 

with India is undermining every effort of India to interconnect the SAARC region in general and 

Afghanistan in particular. It’s obstructing trade and transit route to Afghanistan for India on 

which it has poured billions of dollars, thereby hindering Afghanistan’s growth and 

development.  

India’s SAARC satellite initiative to support Education, communication, Health, Media and 

Entertainment across all SAARC countries, immensely increases India’s soft power in the 

region —— Which is not desired by Pakistan, due to the fear of losing its and its ally China’s 

edge in their interest, influence and initiatives in South Asia. 

Recent move by Pakistan to scuttle the Motor vehicle agreement is also due to same reason. 

(Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal and India signed a motor vehicle agreement for seamless movement 

of people and cargo among the neighbors) 

Pakistan is also pushing for China’s full time membership in the forum to counter India’s 

influence in the region – This move is against the interest of all the players in the region, 

especially to India’s geo-political interests. Inviting outside power into the backyard of South 

Asia — nullifies the objectives of regional forum and it may turn the forum into platform for 

Indo China rivalry.  

SAFTA has also not achieved much success due to mutual suspicion between the countries in 

general and non cooperation of Pakistan in particular. 

Pakistan is overwhelmed by the promise of assistance by China to promote $ 46 

billion Pakistan China economic corridor and may be one of the reasons for lack of interest in 
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promotion of SAARC initiatives for regional development. But, it must also realize that without 

prosperous neighborhood it cannot aspire for overall development. 

 

Q) Discuss the recent initiatives taken by India and Bangladesh to improve their mutual 

relationship. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

Initiatives taken by India and Bangladesh to improve mutual relationship 

1. India Bangladesh land boundary agreement – Swapped the enclaves (India compromised 

some of the territories for greater good), ending one of the world’s most difficult border 

disputes that has kept thousands of people in stateless limbo for almost 70 years. 

2. Settlement of delimitation of maritime boundary through UNCLOS permanent counrt of 

Arbitration – Dispute settled amicably and strengthened relationship further since both 

countries respected the arbitration 

3. TheBangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal (BBIN) a sub regional coordinative regional 

architecture. Cooperation in the area of  water resources management, connectivity of power 

grids, multi-modal transport, freight and trade infrastructure gives further impetus to South 

Asian regional cooperation despite roadblocks from Pakistan. 

This initiative strengthens the mutual trust and cooperation between countries. 

4. Recently, India began supplyingelectricity to Bangladesh in return for internet bandwidth 

will help connect its north eastern states – Win win situation for both with complementary 

relationship. 

(India will supply 100 megawatt (MW) of electricity in return for 10 Gigabits per second 

Internet bandwidth.) 

5. Promotion of Kolkota – Agarthala link – Roadway from Kolkota to Agarthala through 

Dhaka (Cuts the travel time, Journey significantly) – It shows mutual cooperation between 

Bangladesh and India 

6. India’s offer to provide SAARC satellite for whole SAARC region, immensely benefits 

Bangladesh as well 

7. Extradition treaty India and Bangladesh – ULFA leader Anup Chetia was extradited to India 

———- Shows Bangladesh concern for sovereignty and integrity of India —— Increased 

mutual cooperation. 

8. India Bangladesh Myanmar gas pipeline to be started soon ——– Will be achieved through 

cooperation of Bangladesh 
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9. Border haats (trading posts) were setup —- Increased people to people contact and 

augmented mutual relationship 

 

Q) In recent months, there is an increased emphasis on connectivity in South Asia in Indian 

foreign policy. Why is there an emphasis? It is said that there so much potential for connectivity 

in South Asia, yet it’s not been realized. Discuss why. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Reasons for emphasis on Connectivity in south asia: 

 China is making massive strides in south asia integration with string of pearls,one belt one 

road plan,kunming initiative,trans himalayan railways etc… despite showing interest in 

Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar corridor  India has to emphasise on connectivity to 

counter china’s strategy. 

 Chabahar port construction costs and security concerns in Afghanistan can be overcome 

when there is connectivity via kashmir.So india is pushing for regional connectivity. 

 Tourism potential is immense especially the buddhism piligrim sites,temples,islamic shrines 

etc. 

 Resources in other countries can be tapped by increase in connectivity.The government 

apparently aims to rejuvenate various infrastructure projects in south east asia like the 

hydropower plants in nepal . 

 To give an impetus to SAARC initiatives like SAFTA. 

 India’s north east can be developed on learning from the development of Xinjiang in chinese 

border.Also kaladan mutli modal transport can revive the trade in north east. 

Potential in the region: 

 South Asia has atleast three attributes which make it well suited for integration by 

connectivity and trade:-the highest population densities in the world,linguistic and ethnic 

overlap across the borders,and the presence of a large number of cities close to the borders. 

 With good connectivity piracy and security problems in Indian ocean also can be taken care 

of and combined patrolling activities can be done. 

 “Hub and spokes approach”-A well connected south asia ensures India being the hub and 

the neighbours being the spokes  so regional prosperity is possible. 

 huge infrastructure is required for connectivity which can give a huge boost to 

india’s  manufacturing sector and generate employment and export. 

 Regions like North East would benefit most from proper connectivity. 

Reasons for not utilizing the potential: 
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 Structural asymmetry of south asia : 

 

 India’s size, power and it sharing borders almost all the south Asian neighbours which 

is not the case with those countries.So they look at India with wariness and resentment 

and accuse India as a big brother 

 The geographical difficulties especially across the borders being inhabitable and difficult to 

be connected needs mammoth infrastructure investment. 

 Security concerns between the nations with terrorist activities originating from the 

neighbour countries enhances the trust deficit. 

 Political disputes be it kashmir and bitter partition with pakistan,tamil eelam problem with 

Srilanka,constitutional crisis in Nepal etc.., reduce the attraction of economic ties in the 

subcontinent. 

 THe people in the region are so diverse with different languages,ethnicities,religions.India 

as a democracy assimilates all religions equally but the other countries want to maintain 

their identities. 

 The neighbours do not want to dragged into competition game of connectivity and 

infrastructure developemnt between china and India.They look towards china now to avoid 

india’s hegemony in the region. 

 SAARC is also not very effective in promoting a holistic plan regarding the connectivity 

and the betterment of relations within the subcontinent. 

Therefore India understood that its shift from look east to ” act east ” has to be taken seriously 

and connectivity is the main agenda which can keep the policy alive. 

 

Q) In recent months, Nepal’s proximity to China is growing. it also signed many agreements 

with China to improve its connectivity and security. Do you think India should press panic 

button? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

India should not press panic button, because, 

1. Recent Madheshi protests and economic blockage prompted Nepal to search for alternative 

in the form of China. 

2. This has been a regular exercise by ruling regime in Nepal for securing India’s support and 

to caution India – we had witnessed similar move by King Mahendra in 1960s and by King 

Gnanendra and Birendra in 1990s and 2005, when they faced popular struggle, they moved 

closer to China to solicit India’s support and intiative. 
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3. Despite Nepal signing 10 agreement and MoU with China encompassing all the major 

sectors, which appear strategic, they in reality higher in symbolism. For instance, agreement 

to provide transit facility through Tianjin seaport in actual is only for Nepali goods imported 

from third countries. 

Moreover, The viability of this option may however be debated as Tianjin is located at a 

distance of 3,000 km from Nepal, as against 1,000 km from the Haldia port in India being 

currently used by Nepal. 

4. Nepal’s infrastructure in its northern region to connect with the proposed Tianjin transit 

facility is still not in place —– Need more time to put in place. 

5. Assistance from OBOR initiative comes at a cost, since, Nepal’s infrastructure and 

investment need to be integrated into OBOR objective. It reduces Nepal’s autonomy 

6. Financial assistance from China – Mainly in the form of loan, of which only 25 per cent 

will be interest free. Nepal is also aware of the unease and discomfort that countries like Sri 

Lanka and Myanmar experienced in their deepening economic engagement with China. 

Hence, China cannot replace India as strategic partner of Nepal due to India’s geopolitical and 

socio cultural advantage, moreover, India is not opportunistic country like China (As we are 

witnessing in Africa and in South America for resources), Nepal;’s interest will be served if it 

strengthen its relationship with India. 

But, this recent move should be a wake up call for India to take the stock of the situation and to 

avert any diplomatic disasters due to lethargy and lack of initative. 

Because, 

1. China could use Nepal to expand its presence (even Militarily at a later stage) — Strategic 

disadvantage for India 

2. It provides scope for China in making inroads into South Asia, (with similar agreements 

with other countries) India’s own backyard 

3. Increased connectivity with China (Nepal – Tibet railroad etc) will alienate India’s presence 

4. OBOR and integration of Nepal into this initiative – Strategic disadvantage for India 

5. More economic cooperation with Nepal and other countries may strengthen the case for 

the entry of China into SAARC (with Pakistan’s support) —- India’s clout in the region will 

be diminished 

6. India’s claim for UNSC seat may be under threat if Nepal moves closer to China 

(another negative vote) 
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Q) Comment on Myanmar’s Rohingya problem and examine why this community is alienated. 

What is India’s response to Rohingya problem? (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Reuters 

 Rohingya Problem :- 

 The Rohingyas are the ethnic Muslim minority in the majority Buddhist Myanmar. 

 They are the people with no home or citizenship,face violence and lack basic rights such as 

access to healthcare, education and employment. 

 While the Myanmar Government dispute the Rohingya people’s status as Burmese citizens, 

it’s indisputable that Rohingya people have been living in Burma for generations. 

 Their displacement spreads across the Asia-Pacific and  human rights abuse and exploitation 

is still ongoing. According to the UN, they are one of the most persecuted minorities in the 

world.They are rejected everywhere and hundreds of thousands of Rohingya people are now 

living in limbo across Southeast Asia. 

 In 2012, an estimated 140,000 people were internally displaced within Burma, and almost 

86,000 made the hazardous journey into neighbouring countries. 

Why are they alienated? 

The reasons for alienation have historic connotations:- 

 Majority in Burma do not consider Rohingyas as a ethnically distinct group but Bengalis 

who illegally migrated to Myanmar.During British rule because of lax immigration laws 

Bengali muslims flooded north west Burma and with installation of Chettiyars as 

administrators Burmese buddhist peasants got displaced..This started the hatred towards 

Rohingyas too. 

 A failed Rohingya secessionist uprising between 1948 and 1961 led to rise of persistent 

fears of Islamic encroachment on Buddhists and a 1982 citizenship law essentially 

legitimized discrimination against the Rohingya. 

 Over the decades [the Rohingya], without legal or any other sort of protection, have been 

the victims of  discrimination and violence by both the virulently anti-Muslim Rakhines, a 

Buddhist ethnic group, and agents of the central government. 

 The 969 movement, where a group of Buddhist monks  employed  moral justification for a 

wave of anti-Muslim bloodshed massacred thousands of Rohingyas and displaced them. 

 Now that the democratic government is going to come to power in Myanmar south east 

asian countries which were abode for Rohingyas want them to return to Myanmar too.But 

83

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/30/5-comment-myanmars-rohingya-problem-examine-community-alienated-indias-response-rohingya-problem/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/30/5-comment-myanmars-rohingya-problem-examine-community-alienated-indias-response-rohingya-problem/
http://indianexpress.com/article/world/world-news/myanmar-lifts-curfew-in-rakhine-four-years-after-communal-violence/
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2015/06/17/why-is-no-one-helping-myanmars-rohingya/


 

 

www.InsightsIAS.com                                                                  www.InsightsonIndia.com 

the elected democratic government has been quiet on this issue.this adds to further 

complications. 

India’s response to Rohingyas Problem:- 

 According to United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees India has maintained an 

open door policy for all. It has opened its borders to the Rohingyas and granted them the 

same status as it has to the other refugees.However there is no official statement made by 

the Indian leadership in the context of the Rohingya crisis with the myanmar government. 

 There are an estimated 36000 rohingya muslims in India today out of which only 9000 are 

registered and both UNHCR and india are striving hard to facilitate better facilities .Even 

Rohingyas feel safer in India and have the confidence of leading a quality life in India than 

in Myanmar. 

 However there is no legal recognition to the asylum seekers which makes it difficult for 

them to access basic services like hospitals,education etc..Also some are jailed for illegal 

entry. 

What can India do?(extra) 

 First, it can contribute to the rescue efforts of the International Organization for Migration, 

which has already collected $I million for rescue efforts. 

 Second, it can express displeasure against the atrocities on the Rohingya community, 

especially since it believes in democracy, liberalism and pluralism. 

 

 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India 

and/or affecting India’s interests; Important International institutions, agencies and 

fora- their structure, mandate. 
 

Q) Do you think the G20 and its summits are just talking shops for powerful world leaders? 

Discuss its role in the time of economic crises. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

G-20 accounts for 80% of world GDP, 2/3rd of Population 

Even though most of the agendas are not fructified to full extent, G 20 has achieved a lot within 

its short span as an international forum of powerful nations despite conflicting ideologies, 

competition and conflicting national interests. 
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Moreover, every action must start with deliberation, and complaining the group as mere Talking 

shop is not fair 

Some of the achievements include, 

1. It provides forum for Developing countries in deliberation on important matters of 

international importance —– Previous, it was the privilege of G8 – Now Representation to – 

BRICS 

2. First met in 2009 – Was to play a pivotal role in stemming economic and financial crisis of 

Recession – It set a framework for preventing  future financial crises, while securing 

sustainable and balanced global, restraining protectionism 

3. Central bank governors and finance ministers work on coordinated action to eliminate 

terrorist financing, Black money issues 

4. Issues of Tax Haven – Members agreed to share tax information – Agreed to adopt OCEDs 

BEPS measures to stop transferring of profit by MNCs without paying taxes 

5. Since 2010, G-20 agenda widened to issues like Agriculture, Food security, Trade, 

Investment, Employment, Taxation, Anti corruption, energy, climate, SME 

6. G 20 is transforming from flexible and informal institution into Group with Working 

parties, Expert group on different subjects. 

7. Increased representation – A growing group of stakeholders are trying to influence G 20 

agenda —- B 20 (Business 20, T20- Trade 20, C20 of NGOs, Y20 of Youths, T20 of think 

tanks and since the Turkish presidency W 20 of Women. 

Hence, G 20 proving to be an important forum for developing countries to involve in 

deliberation on international issues issue (Terrorist financing, Treaty shopping, Global 

slowdown, Stability in banking sector, Black money)   concerning them on an equal footing to 

with developed countries and take coordinated action. 

Criticism of Talking shop – 

In 2014, it pledged to take steps to raise the group’s gross domestic product by an additional 2 

per cent by 2018. The measures implemented so far would cause an increase of just 0.8 per cent 

by that deadline. 

Effort to eliminate treaty shopping – Loop holes in Anti avoidance agreements – Black money 

problems – Has not been addressed properly. 
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Q) Over the years, India has preferred multilateralism over bilateral and regional trade 

agreements. Why? Do you think India should continue to focus more on multilateral trade 

agreements? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

India preferred Multilateralism, because 

1. Collective negotiation power – Mutual interest groups (Developing block, G77 etc.,) Can 

collectively push the concerns of developing countries as a whole — IP rights, Labour laws, 

Environment norms, Rate of tariff, proposal for tariff reduction to suit the requirements of 

the concerned countries 

2. India Seeks to be part of Multipolar world – Not wants to be part of bipolar or unipolar 

world – For that, Multilateral forum like WTO with Equal voice and equal vote and full 

negotiation power to all concerned parties is the best forum 

3. Bilateralism — Discriminatory — Sometimes had to compromise powers of the judiciary 

and executive – Bilateral investment protection treaties — Independent arbitrary agency 

outside the jurisdiction of Country’s apex court (Vodafone tax issue) 

4. BTA — Fragmentation of economies into multiple trading blocks – Protectionism from 

outside blocks – Competing Blocks to outcompeting the players Eg. US led TPP, China led 

RCEP 

5. Failure of BIMSTEC trade—the Bay of Bengal free trade agreement—Due to poor 

connectivity and supply infrastructure – Shows constraints in infra and communication . 

6. India – EU FTA – Many setbacks – Inability of India to make concession on FDI in multi-

brand retail, with accountancy and legal services = Compromise in negotiation power – 

Loss of market for Indian service Industry in EU 

7. Poor infra, Backward Agriculture (Vulnerable to free trade without protection), Generic 

based pharma industry (Need to protect interests of Poor, Common people) and associated 

IPR issues — Lack of Negotiation power with India against US and EU 

India should push for Multilateralism with greater effort, but, must also engage with 

trading partners Bilaterally and through RTA forums, Because,. 

1. Slow progress on Negotiation in WTO – 

2. Interests are undermined even in multilateral forum due to intense lobby – Eg. Ruling 

against India’s domestic content requirement and solar subsidy 

3. Bilateral agreements – Swift, improves friendly relations, negotiations possible with 

practical aims, Mutual compromise and accommodation at fast pace when compared to 

multilateral routes —— Moreover, to compete with other countries like China, US, 

Indonesia, Brazil India needs all avenues to promote trade – BTA is one of them 
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4. When US led TPP (40%of world economy) engage as regional trade forum ——– India 

must respond —– otherwise – Loss of export market — Hence, Pact with ASEAN, EU and 

other blocks without compromising the core interests is needed 

5. Bilateral agreements with countries like Russia (Strategic and Military partner), Israel 

(Military partner), US (Strategic and diplomatic partner), Japan (Counter weight against 

China), Australia (for Nuclear energy security) —— Needed —– Only Multilateral is not 

the option 

6. Successful SAARC trade forum forges mutual trust, Removes the tap of big brother on India 

– Peaceful neighborhood – Prosperous nation 

 Hence, India must explore every opportunity to capitalize on the situation to push for 

achieving its trade and strategic interests, at the same time, work for strengthening 

multilateral platform with much energy and commitment. 

 

Q) “For India, a closer relationship with the U.S., Japan, and Australia should not only be seen 

in defence terms — it could help secure its energy supplies.” Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 

Not only defense cooperation 

1. Strategy to Contain china through regional cooperation – Strategy of Necklace of 

Diamond to China in collaboration with Australia, Japan, USA (as against string of pearls 

strategy on India) 

2. Mitigation of Chinese threats – In South China sea and East China sea – Securing 

unrestricted access to international waters 

3. Joint counter terrorism strategies 

4. Anti piracy operation and patrolling – in Indian ocean region 

But also, helps in Securing energy supplies, 

Australia – 

1. Third largest supplier of Uranium, India imports 40% of its Uranium requirements – Stable 

source for Civil nuclear power plants 

(Kazakhstan, also an important source of Uranium, but, Transit route with instable Afghanistan 

through Chabahar port is difficult)  

2. One of the largest supplier of Coal – India imports 20% of its coal requirements 

(Recent agreement with Adani group is testimony. Helps to feed UMPPs, energy security) 
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3. Top producer of LNG – with LNG prices fallen by 75% since 2014, time is ripe to strike 

a deal – Helps reduce low carbon emission and achieve energy security through diversification 

4. Opportunity for joint exploration of energy resources in Indian ocean region 

USA 

1. Nuclear energy cooperation – Indio US nuclear deal, with General electric and 

Westinghouse keen to establish nuclear power plant installations in India – Energy security, 

clear, reliable, sustainable and steady source of energy (Compared to Solar and Wind) 

2. Shale Gas – has one of the largest reserves — Helps to reduce dependence on volatile West 

Asia (Saudi, UAE, Qatar, Iran, Iraq etc) for fossil fuel 

3. International solar Alliance – Helps to increase the efficiency, reduce cost of Solar energy 

along with Japan, Australia and other, being the members of this group. 

Japan 

1. Japan assistance in providing technology in clean coal technologies 

2. Facilitation of Indo US nuclear deal through supply of equipments for construction of 

nuclear reactors 

To return to double digit growth, energy supplies must be increased to the tune of 3 to 4 times 

over the next few decades. To achieve this, we need to collaborate with US, Japan and Canada 

in a meaningful way. 

 

Q) Discuss the potential, opportunities and nature of relationship between India and Mexico. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

 

Potential and Opportunities:- 

Energy Security :- 

 Mexico is a natural gateway for India into Latin America which provides atleast 16% of 

india’s crude oil import and a home to a potential market of 525 million people that includes 

three G-20 economies. 

International Forums:- 

 The Latin American region is undertaking interesting projects like the Pacific Alliance, an 

integration initiative between Mexico, Chile, Colombia and Peru.India is already involved 

with the Pacific Alliance as an observer. 

Business:- 
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  Approximately 60 Indian companies, mainly from the automotive, pharma and IT sectors, 

have invested in Mexico and have benefited from its position as part of two economic blocs. 

 it is the largest Latin American investor in India, with an influx of almost $1 billion during 

the last six years, comprising several Mexican companies that have made India their home 

in sectors such as auto-parts and entertainment. 

Past experiences:- 

 India can gain experiences for its “Make in India” from Mexico’s “Made in Mexico” 

campaign to become a world-renowned manufacturing hub. 

Trade:- 

 Bilateral Trade has shown a sharp increase of about 30% in the recent years with India being 

their 3rd largest importer of crude oil. Export items from Mexico include crude oil, 

chemicals, fertilizers, automobiles etc. While India’s exports comprises of textiles, 

pharmaceuticals, softwares etc.  

Science and Technology:- 

 Both countries also have a stimulating scientific and technological relationship, dating back 

to 1975. There is active cooperation in the fields of biotechnology and health, seismology, 

solar energy and water resources.  

 Mexican space agencies have held a productive dialogue and are beginning to work on 

disaster management techniques to be used during geological phenomena like cyclones, 

floods and earthquakes.  

People to people contact:- 

 New era of our partnership, people-to-people contact should be even stronger. 

Tourism:- 

 as one of the most powerful tools for building bridges and as an engine of development. 

Last year, Mexico  received more than 52,000 Indian visitors, a 52 per cent increase since 

2013,  

FOOD SECURITY: 

 It was a Mexican wheat variety(sonora) that helped in solving the food grain crisis in India 

after independence. 

CULTURAL TIES: 
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 Sun worship was a common aspect between the two countries .Mexico and India have 

unique culture and there is an ingrained respect among both parties for each other. 

exchanges and orientations should be promoted. 

Nature:- 

 In 1947, Mexico became the first Latin American nation to recognize the independence of 

India from the United Kingdom . 

 The relation between the two countries has always been distinguished by friendliness and 

cooperation with a general agreement over global issues. 

 Both have democracy and cordial relation with each other. They have 7 billion dollar trade. 

 However, Mexico is member of group, which opposes india’s bid for permanent seat in 

UNSC. 

Mexico is important country for india’s’ look West policy ‘. Friendly relation between two 

countries will develop business, cultural interaction and tourism. 

 

Q) Do you think India should sign up for the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and the Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)? Analyse merits and demerits. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

 

Signing of RCEP is in India’s interest, but, wrt, TPP India must exhibit caution before taking 

any decision 

Merits of TPP (More demerits than merits) 

1. Facilitates free trade with 12 countries including USA, Canada and 10 Asia pacific countries 

– Increased trade, less restriction, no protection 

2. Tariff barrier = 0% and minimum non tariff barriers – Facilitates trade 

3. Protection against Economic recession in Europe in general and Eurozone in particular 

4. Diversification of market 

Demerits of TPP (More) 

1. Main purpose was to export Made in USA goods and services – Big blow to Make in India 

initiative, due to huge subsidy and other facilities to US firms by US compared to India – 

Lack of level playing field 

2. India have to amend its labour laws, Intellectual property laws, environment laws according 

to US standards —— Interest of common people compromised eg. IP act amendment may 

be big blow to Indian generic medicine industry (Poor patients suffers), labor laws (less 
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protection to labors, hire and fire policy). Moreover, it is hegemony of US on India to 

follow their standards and diktats which is not appreciated in multipolar world 

3. Due to 0% tariff, Indian agriculture, SME, nascent Industries, startups cannot be protected 

and flooding of cheap US good may happen 

Merits of RCEP (More merits than demerits compared to TPP) 

1. India is already a negotiating member. It will in the mean time join the league 

2. No obligation to reform labor, environment and IP acts — Space for social sector 

development, suited for developing country like India to balance the interests of the poor 

3. Local industry can be protected – Exemptions are allowed to protect SME, Agriculture and 

other weaker sectors from external trade. 

4. Diversification of trade, less dependence on weakening Eurozone and western markets 

5. Better development of North Eastern state due to proximity – Less insurgency, better 

integration 

6. Removes the fear of China about India joining US pivot to Asia. 

Demerits of RCEP 

1. Restriction in decision making related to external trade 

2. Damage to Multilateral trading system i.e, WTO 

3. It will instigates other regional trade agreements, finally may endanger multilateral trade 

itself (India is one of the promoter of multilateral trade) 

4. China may show hegemony through this platform 

Make in India campaign may suffer due to less protection to local industries, opening up of trade 

to more efficient Chinese and Japanese industries 

 

Q) What is the Obama Doctrine? What are its elements? Where does India stand in this 

Doctrine? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The Diplomat 

The Obama Doctrine term used to describe one or several principles of the foreign policy of 

U.S. President Barack Obama. It is still not agreed whether there is an actual Obama Doctrine. 

Unlike the Monroe Doctrine, the Obama Doctrine is not a specific foreign policy introduced by 

the executive, but rather a phrase used to describe Obama’s general style of foreign policy.  

Elements of Obama doctrine if there is one, 

1. Negotiation and Collaboration instead of confrontation with other countries. This can be 

witnessed from the improved relations of US with Cuba, Iran during his tenure. 
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(Pivot to Asia, tight security and economic sanctions on Iran and North Korea are 

negatives) 

2. Doctrine is about ensuring Safety of the people of USA and to destroy any existential 

threat to the mainland and its interests 

(There is no clarity, it can be used to satisfy the vested interests as we witnessed in Iraq 

invasion, 2003 on the pretext of presence of weapons of mass destruction 

3. Pivot to Asia – Engaging with Central Asia, Pakistan, Afghanistan to establish security in 

the region and to reduce threat to US homeland 

(Increased tension in the south china sea, may lead to arms race) 

4. Unilateralism in identifying enemies of US and allies 

5. No use of force (military) for humanitarian issues 

(Only followed in word, not by deeds) 

6. Importance to Climate change mitigation and adaptation and to push for Green 

technologies. 

(But, not signatory to Kyoto protocol, UNFCCC etc) 

7. United cannot fix all the problems 

India’s position in Obama doctrine 

            Secondary importance, due to often divergent interest with United States like engaging 

with Russia, Palestine, Iran etc. Moreover, US is focusing heavily on the rise of China and its 

hegemony in the south and East China Sea. 

Moreover, maintenance of strategic distance with US in issues related to joint patrol in South 

and East China Sea, forming alliance with Japan, Australia and US to counter China and its 

credential as the leader of NAM 

 ——> All these lead to India’s reduced importance to US Obama’s doctrine  

In South Asia, Pakistan has strategic relationship with US, one step higher than India. But, 

emerging India, geopolitical issues of Pacific Ocean, increased business, commercial and trade 

interests will forge closer relations with India in strategic areas also. 

 

Q) It is said that there is need for India to upgrade its relationship with Saudi Arabia considering 

its national and regional interests. How can both countries elevate their relations? What 

challenges does India face in this regard? Analyse. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Elevation of relationship 

Through upgrading three key agreements (on the agenda of the government) 
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 The energy security partnership of 2008, 

 The strategic partnership of 2010 (which has included robust anti-terror cooperation), and 

the 

 Defence partnership of 2014 

Further, improving the trade and investment relationship. Bilateral trade at about $40 billion 

must be built beyond its current oil dependence, 

Investment from Saudi Arabia in Make in India initiative on the lines of commitment made by 

UAE 

Saudi Arabia upcoming mega project, the King Abdullah Economic City, with a deep-sea port 

as a connector between the East and the West – Great opportunities for India 

Creation of new jobs (Dignified, with fair terms) for Indian immigrants in Saudi —- Win win 

situation. Inward remittances for India, peace loving workforce for Saudi Arabia (Half of the 

India’s 7 million Gulf diaspora works in Saudi Arabia)) 

Strategic reserves for Oil in India – Saudi Arabia’s assistance in creating strategic oil reserves in 

India for protection against market and geopolitical risks 

Labor welfare and increasing the share of white collar jobs and improving the living conditions 

on blue collar employees, protection of their interests. 

Coordination to fight against the influence of ISIS, cooperation in fight against terrorism 

Challenges 

1. ISRAEL and IRAN – Both are strategic in India’s interests, but, balancing Iran and Saudi 

Arabia is tough balancing act for India 

2. Pakistan factor – Has more leverage than India 

3. Deeper engagements may be an indication of giving legitimacy to Dictatorial government, 

since, India promotes democratic setup, it is in India’s interest to promote democratic polity 

rather than dictatorial political setup. 

4. Saudi Arabia’s covert support to extreme Salafist Jihadism and funding of various Sunni 

based terrorist organizations (Afghan Taliban, Al Qaeda, LeT, Al nusra front) —- Goes 

against the grain of India’s liberal Islamic ideology 

 

Q) American President Barack Obama’s visit to Cuba is termed as a remarkable moment in 

global diplomacy. Examine why and also with suitable examples comment on the limitations of 

diplomacy in normalising relations between two enemy countries. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Remarkable moment in global diplomacy 
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Removal of Cuba from list of states sponsoring terrorism by USA and reciprocal goodwill of 

reopening embassy in Washington and subsequent visit of Obama to Cuba is remarkable for 

global diplomacy, 

Because, 

1. It has made the cold war rivalry less significant by establishing diplomatic relationship 

between staunch rivals of Cold war. 

2. Ideological clashes between Capitalism and Communism may no longer be as relevant as 

we saw during Cold war. Main agenda of welfare, negotiations and diplomacy in place of 

Sanctions, conflict threats will take centre stage in diplomacy (Obama doctrine?) 

3. Case of North Korea – Good result experienced by reaching out to Cuba may be replicated 

to North Korea. Success stories may inspire North Korea to come to negotiation with world 

leaders 

4. Calibrate liberalization of Cuban economy and its dependent success may provide new 

model for economic growth by combining the best results of both Capitalism and 

Communism 

5. Motivates other rivals to enter into negotiation rather than following the route of conflict, 

threat and intimidation —— Israel and Palestine, Sudan and South Sudan, North Korea and 

South Korea, Russia and Ukraine, United States and Iran, Iran and Saudi Arabia 

Limitations diplomacy in normalizing relations among enemy countries 

For instance, in US – Cuba diplomacy, contentious issues like, 

Request of Cuba to return Guantánamo from US possession for normalizing relations 

 US reference to Cuba over treatment of its country’s dissidents. 

Need for congress approval for removal of sanctions, which is unlikely due to Republican stand 

on Cuba and leadership change after Presidential elections in US —– All these factors shows 

that diplomatic outreach alone cannot normalize the relationship. 

On the World stage, examples include, 

1. India and Pakistan – Despite the best efforts by India and elected leaders of Pakistan, 

relations are strained by the actions of Pakistan army and non state actors through terrorist 

activities and cover operations 

2. Japan and China – Despite diplomatic relations, mutual FDI and economic interdependence, 

relations are strained due to conflict over disputed Islands, hegemony and bullying by China 

3. Japan and South Korea – despite diplomatic efforts, World lI, issues related imperial rule of 

Japan 
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4. India and China – despite wide diplomatic outreach normalizing relations is difficult due to 

border disputes in North and Eastern side, economic rivalry/competition for resources, 

support to enemy countries (Pakistan) etc. 

 

Q) India is in the final stages of talks with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) government for 

storing crude oil in the coming underground strategic crude oil storage facilities in Karnataka. 

Why does India need such reserves? Discuss the details of the agreement. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

Why India needs such reserve? 

India imports more than 80% of its fuel requirements, a majority of which is sourced from west 

Asia. Given the volatile situation in West Asia and to prevent any economic tragedy associated 

with Crude oil shortage, we need strategic storage facility. 

1990 Gulf war kind of situation may put India under severe strain, given the recent clashes of 

Saudi Arabia and Houti rebels and emergence of ISIS in Iraq and Syria —- All these 

necessitates building up of strategic storage facility. 

India has a world-class high-capacity refining infrastructure, which contributes to export of 

petroleum product, hence to provide the safe, secure and steady supply of Crude oil — This deal 

is a must. 

It helps to insulate Indian economy from uncertainty in global crude oil supply for short term 

and it also provide stability of crude oil prices (Ability to store the crude oil during low price 

situations) 

Pursuance of independent foreign policy – With strategic reserves at disposal, it could pragmatic 

decisions without keeping in mind about oil diplomacy (relations with West Asian countries). 

Details of the agreement 

According to the proposal, ADNOC will fill the 1.5-million-tonne (mt) Mangaluru facility. 

Around two-thirds of the storage will be available to India for free for strategic use and 

remaining one third will be used by ADNOC for commercial purposes. 

Agreement required cooperation of the Karnataka Government. The storage will be made tax 

neutral so that competitiveness is maintained. 

Initially, ADNOC will be allowed to fill a 0.75 mt compartment at the Mangaluru facility. Of 

this, 0.5 mt storage will be available to India for free and the rest will be used by ADNOC for 

commercial sales. “ 
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Q) BRICS is not a trading bloc or an economic union per se. Nor is it a political coalition. In 

your opinion what it is and what it should be, especially vis a vis India’s geo-political interests? 

Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu  

 

Q) “In any case, as it reinforces its European flank through the powerful attraction of the OBOR 

initiative, China’s grand strategy of cooperative dominance over Eurasia faces its toughest test 

in Asia.” Discuss why and how China is building its influence in the Eurasian region but facing 

hurdles in the Asia Pacific region. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Why China is building its influence in the Eurasian region 

1. Eurasia is trade link network between Europe and Asia, 

2. Eurasia is one of the wealthiest regions in terms of natural resources with 31% of proven 

natural gas reserves and 17% of oil reserves. has significant reserves of iron ore (23%), gold 

(14%) and copper (7%). 

3. China’s high demand of energy has reached 16 billion cubic feet per day with more than 

31% of its consumption fulfilled through imports. For this Eurasia is an important source 

4. To extend the Chinese market for its exports and to establish stable market source for its 

manufacturing industries. 

How China is building its influence in the Eurasian region 

1. Investment in the region in natural resource extraction 

2. As part of OBOR , strategy to create cross border Special economic zones to boost the 

Industrial activities in the region 

3. Providing funding facilities for infrastructure and industrial corridor through funding from 

AIIB, sovereign grants and lines of credit 

4. Promotion of the regional prosperity through proposed industrial corridors, multimodal 

transport network, special economic zones as part of OBOR strategy 

5. Eurasian region is rich in natural resources, China is providing technology, financial 

assistance and ground support to extract the same 

Hurdles in Asia Pacific region – Reasons 

1. Territorial disputes over islands in South China sea with countries like Brunei, Malaysia, 

Philippines and Vietnam – Act of coercion and aggression in resolving issues created trust 

deficit among the countries and they doubt China’s peaceful rise principle. 

2. In East China sea dispute with Japan over ownership of Senkaku island – Created tension 

and are increasingly dragging world powers like US into this theatre —- Big hurdle 
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3. India’s support to Vietnam in oil exploration in Vietnam’s territorial waters, China’s 

resentment over it – Complicating the situation 

4. China’s unilateral move to construct dams across transboundary rivers like Mekong and 

Brahmaputra created lack of trust and suspicion – Another hurdle 

5. Regional trade forums like RCEP, Transpacific partnership reduces the importance of 

OBOR strategy to certain extent 

6. India’s territorial disputes with China, competition for resources, diplomacy, market and in 

every field due to similar interest and stakes may find non cooperation for this initiative 

from Indian side 

7. US pivot to Asia, increased involvement in Navy patrolling to protect the interests of Japan 

and South Korea against Chinese aggression ——- Security hurdle for OBOR 

8. Threats from ISIS through its terrorist operations and radicalization of the youth —- 

Threatening the stability of Eurasia 

 

Q) “For India, nuclear security is not a new objective, but has always been a priority along with 

nuclear safety.” Differentiate between nuclear security and safety. To ensure both, what 

measures has India taken both domestically and internationally? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

According to IAEA, nuclear safety is “The achievement of proper operating conditions, 

prevention of accidents or mitigation of accident consequences, resulting in protection of 

workers, the public and the environment from undue radiation hazards”.  

 Nuclear Security is defined as “The prevention and detection of and response to, theft, 

sabotage, unauthorized access, illegal transfer or other malicious acts involving nuclear material, 

other radioactive substances or their associated facilities”. 

In simple terms, Nuclear safety refers to the measures taken to ensure the well-being of power 

reactors and other civilian uses of nuclear energy. Where as nuclear security refers to measures 

taken to prevent the misuse of nuclear/radiological materials/weapons including physical 

protection of sources, among others. 

Measures taken by India in Nuclear safety, 

AERB reviews regularly the regulatory requirement for power plants, The new codes issued by 

AERB incorporate the requirements arising out of the lessons learned from the Fukushima 

accident. 

The safety measures implemented by India include 

1. Three layers of power backups, 
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2. Water supply from off-site locations, 

3. Elevated water towers and 

4. Implementing options to inject nitrogen to prevent explosions. 

Regulatory measures are adjusted to meet the obligations of Vienna Declaration on Nuclear 

Safety. 

Establishment of India has established Global Center of Excellence for Nuclear Energy 

partnership to conduct research, design and development of nuclear systems that are intrinsically 

safe, secure, proliferation resistant and sustainable. 

Scientific disposal of nuclear spent fuel for safety 

Measures for Nuclear security 

1. Nuclear power plants and installations are guarded by CISF round the clock 

2. Active partner of Nuclear Security Summit for enhancing institutional mechanism and 

statutes for enhanced nuclear safety and securing assets — International collaboration can 

be achieved 

3. Self imposed Doctrine of no first use of nuclear weapons policy 

4. India has been campaigning for membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group; as well as 

three other counter-proliferation regimes – the Missile Technology Control Regime, 

Australia Group and the Wassenaar Arrangement. 

 

Q) Discuss terrorism related challenges faced by EU and India, and joint measures taken by both 

in countering terrorism. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Challenges faced by EU and India related to Terrorism 

1. Threat from ISIS – ISIS has been been a major threat to the world, India and EU is not an 

exception 

Tactics of ISIS to radicalize the youth and to secure recruitment for its terrorist operations are 

equally threatening India and EU, these include, 

1. Carefully calibrated social media propaganda. Use of social media to spred religious 

extremism, terrorist ideology ——– Difficult to regulate the internet to prevent such moves 

2. Use videos, free gifts, sympathetic mails to targets to increase enlistment 

3. Radicalization of the society using societal divide like communalization, exploitation of 

discontent among the minorities etc 
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India’s neighborhood is extremely volatile and hotbeds of Terrorism and religious 

fundamentalism – Pakistan is pushing cross border terrorism and sponsoring terrorist acts with 

in India, Afghanistan since, unstable also posing threats. 

Whereas, Europe, due to its proximity to volatile West Asia and North Africa, open 

meditarranean sea, especially Syria and refugee crisis on the one side and marginalization of 

minorities, youth radicalization, ISIS propaganda, refugee influx are all creating threats to 

European security. 

Joint measures taken by India and EU 

1) INDIA-EU JOINT DECLARATION ON THE FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM 

India and EU resolved to step up 

 cooperation to prevent and counter violent extremism and radicalisation, 

 disrupt recruitment, terrorist movements and the flow of foreign terrorist fighters, 

 stop sources of terrorist financing, 

 dismantle terrorist infrastructure and prevent supply of arms to terrorists. 

To meet this end, India and EU committed to further enhance exchanges in the fields of 

finance, justice and police and is now looking forward to the EU-India Counterterrorism 

Dialogue. 

2) Support to UN convention on Terrorism 

3) FATF and GCTF (Global Counter Terrorism Forum) for international cooperation to prevent 

funding to terrorist activities 

4) Intelligence sharing and cooperation with respect to terrorist related aspects 

 

Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, 
 

Q) Recently the US went ahead with the sale of eight F-16s to Pakistan and has notified the US 

Congress under its Arms Export Control Act about the same. What are India’s concerns in this 

regard? Do you think US continues to treat Pakistan as the linchpin of its security strategy in 

South Asia? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

 

India’s concerns 

1. Diversion of bombers against India – instead of using for counter terror operations as 

intended. 
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2. Not genuinely interested in anti terror operations – Pakistan covertly supports terrorist 

organizations like Afghan Taliban, Jamaat Ud Dawa, LeT, Haqqani network etc., — Despite 

knowing these facts, US approval to supply F-16 to Pakistan show strategic shallowness in 

relations between India and Pakistan 

3. Higher military investment to mitigate Pakistan’s threats – India need to increase 

defense expenditure to match and surpass the deterrent capabilities of Pakistan on west and 

China on Northern border 

4. Pakistan’s singular objective is to strengthen itself against India – 

5. Suspicion on motives of USA – US supplied Pakistan, the military equipments which has 

little relevance for anti terror operation – Perry-class Missile Frigate USS McInerney, P-3C 

Orion maritime aircraft, AMRAAM air-to-air missiles, Harpoon anti-ship missiles, 

Sidewinder air-to-air missiles and 32 (excluding the new eight) F-16s – These are more 

suited to attack India. 

6. Emboldens the army – Maintains control over civilian government – Roadblock for India 

to establish friendly relations with Pakistan 

7. India’s dependence on US military equipments and associated pitfalls (Tags attached to 

use US equipments like not to use against US allies (here Pakistan), if war broke out) – We 

need to renegotiate our terms and conditions. 

Yes, US continue to treat Pakistan as linchpin of its security strategy in South Asia 

Pakistan, has been the long term strategic ally of USA, was part of SEATO, cold war 

block of US allies – It will remain important ally of US due to geopolitical reasons, 

These include, 

1. War on terror – Pakistan harbors safe haven for various home grown terrorist groups 

which post threat to South Asia and the world. It need to be engaged with Carrot and stick 

policy 

2. Reconstruction of Afghanistan – In order to engage with Taliban and to gain support from 

Pakistan for its reconstruction 

3. Easy for US to engage with Military leadership rather than genuine democratically 

elected government – US can meet its strategic objectives without democratic deliberations 

4. In South Asia and its extended neighborhood, countries like India, Afghanistan, India, 

China, Russia are not natural allies to US. Hence, to increase the sphere of influence, it 

needs Pakistan’s support 

5. Counter weight to India’s domination and if India goes against the interest of US (like 

joining hands with Russia and China) 
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6. Pakistan has nuclear weapons – Due to its incapacity, if it falls into the hands of terrorist 

organization s like ISIS, it is disastrous to whole world in general and Asia in particular 

7. To restrict India to South Asian theatre (Indirectly supporting Pakistan) – To prevent 

India becoming a global power. 

 

Q) Compare and contrast the nature of diplomacy practised by India and USA vis a vis 

managing issues such as South China Sea dispute and other global issues. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 
 

Similarities: 

Terrorism: 

Both the countries strive towards ending terrorism and punishing the groups which propogate it. 

cyber security: 

 On cyber issues, the Sides supported an open, inclusive, transparent, and multi-stakeholder 

system of internet governance and planned to work together to promote cyber security, 

combat cyber crime, and advance norms of responsible state behavior in cyberspace.   

 They agreed to improve cooperation among technical, law enforcement, cyber R&D, and 

capacity building.  The Sides commended the resumption of the US-India Cyber Dialogue. 

The Sides welcomed the decision to convene a Track 1.5 program to further cooperation on 

internet and cyber issues and contribute to the goals of Digital India initiative 

space cooperation: 

 two sides recognized that the India-US partnership was a significant contributor to the 

peace, stability and prosperity in the Indian Ocean and Asia-Pacific regions and around the 

globe. 

disaster management: 

 cooperation between the United States and India on providing earthquake relief in Nepal. 

The Sides resolved that India and the United States would work as partners in responding to 

the needs of civilians in global crises. 

peace keeping: 

 Sides committed to enhance cooperation in peacekeeping capacity building in third 

countries with a focus on training aspects for UN peacekeepers, especially in identified 

African countries. 

Afghanistan: 
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 Two sides also pledged to continue high level consultations on Afghanistan, making clear 

the enduring commitment of India and United States to the Afghan people.  

 The Sides agreed that a sovereign, independent and prosperous Afghanistan is in the interest 

of peace and security in the region, and will contribute to the global efforts to combat 

terrorism and extremism. 

Iran’s issue: 

 Reflecting shared objectives in advancing nuclear non-proliferation, the two sides expressed 

support for the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) reached among the P5+1, the 

European Union, and Iran.  They called for Iran’s timely and thorough implementation of 

the JCPOA. 

differences: 

style of public argumentation: 

 India until recently, has always been a practitioner of public diplomacy i.e. trying to incline 

the public minds towards its perspective. On the other hand, the USA has always believed in 

direct deals and pressurizing the concerned party to oblige to its interests 

 India stresses upon a global environment conducive to the well being of India i.e. “peace 

diplomacy” e.g. Non Aligned movement. Hence India follows “soft diplomacy”. On the 

other hand US has interventionist policies such as NATO and use of force in settling world 

problems e.g. military aid for ISIS problem. Therefore US follows “hard” as well as “soft” 

diplomacy 

 The U.S. has itself launched the global war on terror and participated in various issues such 

as the crisis in middle-east while India, staying passive, has remained away from these 

issues relatively. 

SOUTH CHINA SEA DEBATE: 

 Diplomatically India would like to be seen as a responsible growing power that advocates 

healthy relations between nations, thereby ensuring a secure regional architecture wherein 

nations settle their differences amicably 

 In standing with this approach, India has adopted a neutral stance, and has requested nations 

to sort out their differences peacefully. India has further requested the nations to establish a 

code of conduct that would ensure ‘freedom of navigation’ and ‘access to resources’ 

 The U.S. has been directly funding western bases and encouraging joint patrolling in the 

South China Sea. India on the other hand has signed bilateral treaties with the Indo-Pacific 

nations and supported the cause of maritime security 
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 India want dispute to be resolved peacefully via UNCLOS and that all countries have 

freedom of navigation in open waters of South china sea USA however via it TPP (TRANS 

PACIFIC POLICY) under ASIA PIVOT wants to counter china 

PAKISTAN ISSUE: 

 India uses diplomatic methods(recent visit of our PM to Pakistan) in improving relations 

.Military diplomacy is practiced via conducting commander level border talks in countering 

terrorism 

 USA sometimes get concerned by Pakistan but on other side also give military aid as it sees 

Pakistan importance in having easy access to central Asia. 

AFGHANISTAN 

 India want peace talks to be Afghanistan led and Taliban should not be party to the talk as it 

is a terrorist organization 

 USA has allowed the peace talks to be Pakistan led and recognized Taliban as legitimate 

stakeholder in talks. 

SYRIA AND IRAN 

 India wants Syria and Iran to be included in the global alliance against ISIS which USA 

clearly denies. India also do not want any more sanctions on Iran but USA is of view that 

sanctions will be reimposed if terms of deal are violated. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

 India wants developed countries like USA to bear historic responsibility and take more 

emission cuts. Further has asked to reduce the cost of transfer of clean technology and 

develop better mechanism for transfer of finances which USA denied 

ISRAEL-PALESTINE CONFLICT 

 India maintained resolution of conflict peacefully via bilateral talks without interference of 

third party. It recognised both Israel and Palestine as legitimate states. But USA is in favour 

of Israel position of countering Palestine by force with no option of negotiation 

Trade and connectivity: 

 India believes in strengthening regional institutional capability, capacity and invest in 

connectivity e.g. Mausam road connectivity project, and US is trying to strengthen the 

regional as well as world trade by liberal trade policies in US’s interest 

 North Korean crisis 

 UN has recently put more economic sanctions on NK led by US | India in particular has not 

taken any individual stand rather is complying with the orders and sanctions put up by UN 

as a member country 

103



 

 

www.InsightsIAS.com                                                                  www.InsightsonIndia.com 

so both the countries have to try to coordinate and cooperate with each other on the issues as 

disputes and disagreements between the nations can make the world a chaos. 
 

Q) Examine the problems currently faced by the Chinese economy and their possible impact of 

on world and Indian economy. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Problems faced by Chinese economy 

1. Experiencing world’s largerst credit bubble. The massive creation of credit since 2008 took 

China’s debt-to-GDP ratio from 125 per cent in 2008 to around 280 per cent 

China is the most highly indebted emerging market economy. 

2. A colossal real-estate bubble has left ghost cities around the country while massive 

investment has created overcapacity in most manufacturing sectors at a time when domestic 

and external demands are both falling. 

3. persistent over-investment has destroyed the return on capital – Result, is falling investment 

is causing slowdown and stall in economic progress 

4. Increased standard of living result in demand for rise in wages – Loss of competitive edge 

for export (Its traditional stronghold) 

5. Resource hungry exploitative foreign and trade policy – Chinese motives are seen with 

suspicion leading to resistance to investment, halting of project and non cooperation by 

localites 

Increased NPA 

6. Increased pollution due to pollution intensive manufacturing industries – Public criticism, 

resentment. Both political and economical challenge. 

7. Huge capital flight taking place in China, may severely strain its forex reserves (even 

though they are largest) 

  

Impact on world economy 

1. Financial contagion – Due to highly integrated global financial system 

2. It affects the developing countries more, than developed countries – Because, rapid growth 

of developing countries was mainly due to demand from china for commodities. With 

slowdown, overall demand reduces – Reduces the price. 

Commodity export driven countries like Brazil, Russia, South Africa are severely hit 

3. Yuan devaluation to promote exports may trigger currency war, global financial 

instability 
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4. To mask the domestic problem, China may resort to bullying in South China and East china 

sea regions with neighbors in the name of nationalism 

5. Commodity prices may go down due to reduced demand 

  

Impact on India 

1. Yuan devaluation will affect India’s competitiveness in exports 

2. Increased frequency of dumping of Steel and Rubber products in Indian markets due to over 

capacity and associated issues 

3. Indian companies with higher stakes in china like TCS, Tata motors will be severely 

affected 

4. Reduced demand from China due to slowdown affects export of Indian products 

Positive impacts on India, 

1. India, could tap commodity and natural resource market to fuel make in India campaign in 

the absence of Chinese completion 

2. Higher wages in China, may provide competitive edge to India due to lower wages to boost 

exports and to gain china’s place as major exporter 
 

Q) At a time when India’s macro strategy of rapid economic development is premised on a 

climate of neighbourly peace and stability in the region, is it not appropriate that India calls for 

an end to the nuclear arms race in Asia, and address environmental risks of its covert weapons 

plants? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Move to call for an end in nuclear arms race will be counterproductive: 

Peace and stability in the region cannot be established unilaterally by India alone, it needs 

support from the other side as well which is lacking both in case of Pakistan and China, both are 

nuclear powered countries with border disputes and other animosities with India. 

India has been a proponent of Nuclear disarmament, for the same reason India has declared self 

imposed moratorium on Nuclear weapon testing and ‘No first use doctrine’ of nuclear weapons 

in case of a war or conflict. 

India also seeks to extend friendly relations with Pakistan on several occasions despite its covert 

operations to destabilize and demoralize India through terror means. 

            Despite India’s intention of establishing peaceful neighborhood, Pakistan has been 

engaging in pushing cross border terrorist operation through its ISI/ARMY trained terrorist 

group, which is evident from Mumbai attack, recent Pathankot attacks and many more. 
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Moreover, Pakistan administration is controlled by its strong military with least regard to 

democratic government’s authority, in such a situation, it is difficult to hope for stability in 

relationship. 

On the other hand, China frequently engage in cross border incursions and covertly supporting 

Pakistan to meet its objectives. Moreover, 1962 war shows that Chinese motives cannot be 

trusted despite its benevolent posture. 

Move to call for an end in nuclear arms race will be counterproductive and undermines India’s 

diplomatic, strategic and security interests, since we cannot assure honest commitment by both 

Pakistan and China, given their record of breaching trust more than once (Kargil, 1962 war, 

1965) 

Moreover, Indian is not pursuing Nuclear arms race in its first place, it only using this as a 

deterrent and to avert any attack from enemies or to prevent diplomatic blackmailing by China 

or Pakistan with the use Nuclear weapon card. 

But, if genuine initiative comes from other side, honest review of the position cannot be ruled 

out. 

Regarding environmental risks of covert nuclear plants (often times doctored by US think 

tanks to distort facts) 

India has a long history of R & D in Nuclear field and Indian scientists are capable of ensuring 

safety of the Nuclear weapons and nuclear power-plants and installations. Protection of the 

installation from outsider attacks can be ensured with proper safety measures and robust SOP. 

At the outset, India is using Nuclear weapon as a deterrent, and is not engaging in Nuclear arms 

race in Asia unlike Pakistan, hence, to end the arms race in Asia, we need honest commitment 

and actions on the ground from our immediate neighbors, without which India cannot aspire to 

achieve nuclear disarmament in Asia. 

  

Q) “The most solid of the BRIC countries just a few years ago, Brazil has become an object 

lesson for emerging economies on how dangerous it is to avoid tough structural reform when the 

going is good.” Throw light on causes of ongoing crisis in Brazil and lessons for India from this 

crisis. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

Causes for ongoing crisis in Brazil 

1. Export oriented economy – Main ravenue source is through exploitation of natural resources 

like Minerals, Agriculture and other primary industries — Dependent on raw material 

imports from outside the world – Recent slowdown in the world economy in general and 
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Chinease economy and its reduced demand for raw materials in particular, hardly hit 

Brazilian economy. 

2. Corruption especially collusive corruption, nepotism and economic mismanagement 

especially during World cup Foot Ball event management affected the ecnomy adversely. 

3. Neglect of need for structural reforms – Manufacturing sector largely remain uncompetitive. 

Also need to transform economy from export oriented towards domestic demand driven 

economy 

4. Higher Debt to GDP ratio – Close to 70% — Fiscal mismanagement – Unsustainable 

financial management and service of debts 

Lessons for India 

1. Structural reforms need to be implemented like Labor reforms, Ease of Doing business, 

Promotion of Manufacturing industries, increased investment in agriculture infrastructure 

like Irrigation, warehousing, food processing, creation of independent regulatory agencies, 

promotion of MSME, bank consolidation 

2. Efforts to encourage domestic consumption, ie. Domestic demand driven economy rather 

than export oriented economy 

3. Increasing transparency, accountability at all levels and reduced corruption especially 

collusive corruption at higher offices 

4. Political rivalry and blame game must not stall the reforms —- GST, Bankruptcy law, 

GAAR, National agriculture market must be promoted to increase resilience in the economy 

5. Strict adherence to FRBM act and moving towards the path of fiscal consolidation and fiscal 

prudence 

6. Moving away from Agriculture based economy (largest employer) toward skill dependent 

manufacturing and service sector economy 

 

 

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, 

mandate 

Q) Critically comment on the agreement that the European Union (EU) has struck with Turkey 

to stem the flow of thousands of mostly Syrian migrants and refugees on to its shores. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

Main features of the agreement are as follows 
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 Returns of Syrian immigrants:All “irregular migrants” crossing from Turkey into Greece 

from 20 March will be sent back. Each arrival will be individually assessed by the Greek 

authorities. 

 One-for-one:For each Syrian returned to Turkey, a Syrian migrant will be resettled in the 

EU. Total number is capped at 72000. 

 Visa restrictions:Access to Turkish nationals to the Schengen passport-free zone by June. 

But, non applicable to non-Schengen countries like Britain. 

 Financial aid:The EU is to speed up the allocation of €3bn in aid to Turkey to help 

migrants. 

 Turkey EU membership:Both sides agreed to “re-energise” Turkey’s bid to join the 

European bloc 

But, it seen as illegal and unethical due to following reasons, 

It breaks both EU law and the UN refugee convention, The convention says signatories cannot 

expel asylum seekers without examining their claims individually. 

Turkey is not fully signed up to the UN refugee convention; has broken international law by 

sending back refugees to Syria; and, does not in practice offer most Syrians genuine access to 

legal work. As a result, many Syrians send their children to work to lead their life. It will lead to 

violation of Child rights 

Turkey’s record on human rights under President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, dominated by the 

systematic suppression of freedom of expression and ill-treatment of the country’s Kurdish 

minorities, has drawn strong condemnation from EU leaders. 

Now the EU has promised once again to revive negotiations in return for the admission of 

Syrian refugees from Greece ->> This is an opportunism from both the sides, this may lead to 

violation of agreement due to shallow interest from both the sides 
 

Q) Do you think the Commonwealth is relevant today? Comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Commonwealth is an intergovernmental organization of 53 member countries that were 

earlier territories of the British Empire. It was formally constituted by the London Declaration in 

1949. It was formed of countries that shared a common history and fostered growth by mutual 

cooperation and integration. Its principle values are peace, democracy and egalitarianism.The 

Commonwealth encompasses almost a third of the world’s population, bringing together people 

of many faiths, races, languages and incomes. 

How is it relevant? 
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  Because of its composition, if the Commonwealth can agree on something important, it is 

already a prototype of a global idea. The organisation has become an incubator for big-ticket 

ideas such as the Multilateral Debt Swap for Climate Action 

 it represents a political carte blanche from 53 member states to the Commonwealth 

Ministerial Action Group (CMAG), which is tasked with assessing and dealing with serious 

or persistent violations of the core values represented in the charter. 

 makes it incumbent on member states to hold free, fair and credible elections; ensure the 

separation of the powers of the executive, legislature and judiciary; ensure the independence 

of the judiciary; provide space for an opposition and civil society to function freely; and 

give the media a level playing field to function in. 

 digitisation made it possible for the Commonwealth make programmes called 

Commonwealth Connects. Several programmes have grown exponentially. One of them is 

Common Health, a dedicated Web platform to advance public health and the leading health 

hub after the World Health Organisation. 

 Commonwealth provide leadership on issues such as international debt, non-communicable 

diseases and young people’s participation. 

 Commonwealth gets a lot of credit for helping end military rule in Pakistan in 2007 and it 

played a pivotal role in championing the boycott of Apartheid in South Africa. 

 It would be wrong to caricature the Commonwealth as a relic, given that countries with no 

historic connection with the “British Empire” (Mozambique and Rwanda) have decided to 

join. these countries can see the value of a global voluntary association of equal member 

states cooperating with each other in pursuit of commonly held goals. 

 While there is no formal trade agreement ,the commonwealth enables prime ministers and 

trade ministers to meet informally,which provides positive side effects for trade. 

 The Commonwealth provides an international platform for small states in particular. Of  53 

member states, 31 are classified as small states and 25 are small island developing states. In 

many other global arenas these voices are often not heard.Not only does this enable them to 

participate fully in international affairs, but it also gives them access to the wealth of 

experience and expertise from across the globe.  

 commonwealth games held once every four years is a popular event and is looked forward 

by all the world. 

However many experts question its relevance because of the following reasons:- 

 Commonwealth has hardly any geopolitical role or relevance. It is a large and somewhat 

anomalous club, which devotes most of its energies to maintaining its strange existence. 
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 Many citizens of Commonwealth countries don’t really know what it does or who its 

members are. A quarter of Jamaicans, when asked, said they thought Barack Obama was 

head of the Commonwealth. 

 no executive authority and no sensible budget to play a global role. 

 negative record on enforcing its members’ commitment to human rights and the rule of law, 

for example, when Sri Lanka’s abusive regime was permitted to host last year’s biennial 

Commonwealth leaders meeting. 

Despite the criticism in the world being more of a network system, relationships of the kind that 

the commonwealth promotes really matter as the foundation relies on friendship and 

understanding and not army. 
 

Q) Why was the International Criminal Court (ICC) established? What are its objectives? 

Recently it held the former vice president of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 

guilty of using rape as a weapon of war and is the first time the ICC has convicted someone for 

sexual crimes. Comment on the significance of this conviction. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Why International Criminal Court (ICC) established? 

The International Criminal Court (ICC )is an intergovernmental organization and international 

tribunal established to prosecute individuals for the international crimes of genocide, crimes 

against humanity, and war crimes. 

It was intended to complement existing national judicial systems and exercise its jurisdiction 

when certain conditions are met, such as when national courts are unwilling or unable to 

prosecute criminals or when the UNSC or individual states refer investigations to the Court. 

Objectives of ICC 

To replace a culture of impunity for the commission of very serious crimes, which has existed 

and still exists to a large extent, with a culture of accountability. 

1. To ensure the perpetrators are held accountable for their crimes, 

2. to serve as a court of last resort that can investigate, prosecute and punish the perpetrators of 

genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes 

3. assist national judiciary in the investigation and prosecution of perpetrators with the aim to 

allow States to be the first to investigate and prosecute and 

4. Help promote peace and security be deterring potential perpetrators. 

Significance of Conviction related to sexual crimes 

1. It is a landmark judgement which set the precedent – All the war crimes involving violation 

of woman’s bodily integrity will prosecuted 
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2. It fixes the accountability and responsibility on the military commanders to conduct War 

according to principles of war with least collateral damage especially to women 

3. Starting point to recognize the unreported crimes against humanity in war and conflict 

situations 

4. It act as a deterrent not use Rape as a weapon of war 
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