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Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 

from ancient to modern times. 
 

Q) Discuss the features of ancient Indian universities vis a vis their autonomy and 

education culture, and compare them with features of modern state funded 

universities in India. (200 Words) 

Frontline 

 

Features of Ancient Indian universities 

Nalanda in Bihar, Taksha-sila in Punjab and Vikram-shila in western Bengal, Valabhi university in 

Saurashtra, Gujarath, Pushpagiri university in Kalinga (Odisha) 

Ancient universities 

Autonomy 

Patronage –Mainly as philanthropic initiative – Grants and donations from Kings and 

Merchants 
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Away from political interference – Located in remote, forested areas – ensured autonomy in 

functioning and independence in thinking and work. 

Debate and discussion was the means of learning. Main mode of gaining knowledge. 

Disagreement was part of the deliberations 

Education culture 

Subjects – different fields of study like vedas, grammar, philosophy, ayurveda, agriculture, 

surgery, politics, archery, warfare, astronomy, commerce, futurology, music, dance, etc. But, the 

major theme is restricted to religious learning like, Mahayana Buddhism, Heenayana Buddhism, 

Jainism, Vedas and Upanishads 

Not Universal education – Formal education restricted to only a section of the society 

(Brahmanas, Kshatriyas), rest learn their family professions like Pottery, Basket making, 

Goldsmithery, Black smitery. 

Ashrama and Sangha model of education – Students had to commit their entire study 

period to Ashrama life, without distraction from outside events. 

Cosmopolitan centers – Students from across the world 

Quality of education – Best at that time. Attracted students from all parts of the world like, 

Indonesia, China, Malaysia, Srilanka, Japan etc. 

In Modern universities – 

Patronage – Obligation of the state – State funded, located amidst power centers (state capitals, 

district head quarters) – Political interference, activism of political parties to extend the sphere of 

influence on youth 

Political interference – Huge through student unions in university politics, propaganda 

through textbook curriculum (trying to push leftist, rightist ideologies), 

Education culture 

Universal access to formal education – State promotes this through incentives, scholarships 

Secular education – Majority curriculum on secular aspects like Science, History, Geography, 

Linguistics. 

No ashrama style, no restriction in pursuing other aspects of life 

Quality of education – Not comparable to global standards except few , Needs improvement, no 

longer attracts foreign students 

 

Q) What are the basic attributes of Sufism? Discuss its influence on Islam and other cultures in 

India. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

4

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/18/1-basic-attributes-sufism-discuss-influence-islam-cultures-india/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/18/1-basic-attributes-sufism-discuss-influence-islam-cultures-india/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/at-sufi-meet-modi-lauds-islam-as-a-religion-of-peace/article8367606.ece


 

 

SECURE || MARCH 2016                                                                                            GS I 

www.InsightsIAS.com                                                                                     www.InsightsonIndia.com 

Attributes of Sufism 

1. Believe that love and devotion are the means to god – Union with god through the path of 

perfect love (instead of fear of the wrath of God 

2. Great importance to Murshid or Pir (Guru) along with Prophet Muhammad 

3. No belief in caste system – Treats every one equally 

4. Importance is given to Devotion, more than Roza and Namaz (Fasting and Prayer) 

5. Emphasis on simple life 

6. Divided into 12 silsilas each under a mystic saint 

7. Final goal is union with God 

8. Recognize the value of Chanting God’s names 

9. ethical and ascetic disciplines of Sufism”. – believe that we can proceed to the divine through 

stages. Stages include repentance, followed by abstinence, renunciation, ‘poverty’, patience 

and trust in God. 

10. Believe in service to humanity 

Influence of Sufism on Islam 

1. It helped reduction of religious orthodoxy in Islam. 

2. Social welfare, services of Humanity of Sufism – Inspired Islamic groups to establishment of 

Charitable institutions, Orphanages and Generous donation to community 

3. Liberalized Islam, Provided new means to connect with God – Through Love, Devotion and 

Music (Music is forbidden in Orthodox Islam) 

4. New type of Architecture on the lines of Rest houses, Sacred places of Sufi saints – Helped 

infusion of new style into Islamic architecture 

5. Helped the rapid spread of Islam throughout the country —- Since, close contact with common 

masses 

6. Inspired simple life in the community 

7. It helped Indianization of Islam 

8. Contributed Devotional songs, Poems, Gazals – Enriched the Islamic culture 

9. Helped in reducing the tension of Muslim community with other groups —- Through social 

service, devotion, simple life without harm to others 

Influence on Hinduism and Indian society 

1. It helped to liberalize the caste norms – Advocated equality of all the people irrespective of 

castes 

2. Inspired Bhakti movement based on devotion to God through love, compassion 
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3. Source of worship for Hinuds – Sacred places of Kwaja Moinuddin Chisti, Nizamuddin Aulia 

are still visited by Hindus 

4. Reduced the intercommunal tension by projecting its Humane face 

5. Devotional songs composed in Urdu and Hindi – Promotion and enrichment of these 

languages 

 

 

============================================================ 

Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present- 

significant events, personalities, issues 
 

Q) During the early years of national movement, both Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Mahatma Gandhiji 

were charged under the Section 124A of IPC for committing sedition. What was their crime? How 

did they react? Do you think this provision of IPC should have been removed once India gained 

independence? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Frontline 

 

(Only for Reference The sedition law, introduced by the British in India in 1870, outlaws 

speech that “brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts to excite 

disaffection towards, the Government established by law in India.” The penalty – up to life 

imprisonment) 

Sedition charges against Bala Gangadhar Tilak 

Tried for Sedition Charges in three times by British India Government – 1897, 1909, 1916 

In 1897, he was charged for speeches that allegedly incited violence and resulted in the killings of 

two British officers. Lt. Ayerst and Rand. Mr. Tilak was convicted but got bail in 1898. 

On 30 April 1908, Prafulla Chaki and Khudiram Bose, threw a bomb on a carriage at Muzzafarpur, 

to kill the Chief Presidency Magistrate Douglas Kingsford of Calcutta, but erroneously killed two 

women travelling in it. 

Tilak, in his paper Kesari, defended the revolutionaries and called for immediate Swaraj or self-

rule. The Government swiftly arrested him for sedition 

Reaction – Tilak maintained that he was innocent. 

Mahatma Gandhi, in 1922, was sentenced for 6 year jail term, on sedition charges because of the 

articles he wrote for a weekly journal, ‘Young India’, that challenged the British government and 

asked Indians to stop serving it. 
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Gandhiji response 

Gandhiji did not oppose the verdict, saying it was a “privilege” to be charged with sedition. He said 

in court speech “I am here, therefore to invite and submit cheerfully to the highest penalty that 

can be inflicted upon me for what in law is deliberate crime, and what appear to me to be highest 

duty of a citizen 

Gandhiji said people should be free to express their disaffection toward the 

government so long as they aren’t inciting violence. 

(Difference between Gandhiji and Tilak View point —- Tilak maintained that he was 

innocent. But, Gandhiji accepted the verdict and accepted that as highest duty of a 

citizen to criticize the colonial government) 

Should it have been removed? No, but, must have used for charges which were threat to 

National security, not as a tool for political vendetta and to silence political opponents. 

Utility of Sedition law before independence and after independence cannot be compared. Before, 

it was used to perpetuate British rule in India, but, now it is applied to uphold the integrity of the 

country, we need to protect the country from anti national, secessionist forces which seeks to 

overthrow the democratic regime and divide the country (Highly relevant in this fluid world with 

evil forces like different terrorist organizations, ISIS, Foreign intelligence agents like ISI, CIA, 

Naxalites etc.,) 

Constitution provides freedom of speech and expression, but, with reasonable restrictions to 

protect the public good and to maintain sovereignty and integrity of the country. 

Sedition law relevant in the background of globalized world. Foreign intelligence agencies like, 

ISI, CIA etc., always covertly tries to instigate violence, divide the country using anti nationals. 

Social media can be used to forge secessionist tendencies. Naxalism, Maoism ideologies are deep 

rooted which seeks to overthrow the democratic government with violent struggle —- In such 

environment, there must be deterrence to act against such activities. But, it must be reasonable 

and to protect national interests. As Gandhiji said people should be free to express their 

disaffection toward the government so long as they aren’t inciting violence. 

(Binayak Sen for speaking against Chhattisgarh govt. support for Salwa Judum, ToI editor Bharat 

Desai for speaking against police-mafia nexus etc.) 

Supreme court in Kedarnath case: SC held that only “imminent incitement of violence” 

should be considered under it. Thus curbing its ambiguous interpretation. 

But, if an act incites violence and is against integrity of the country, Sedition law must be 

applied. With vibrant civil society, active media, independent judiciary at service, it is possible to 

rectify the anomaly. But, unrestricted freedom to even instigate violence to overthow the 
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established democratic rule is unacceptable. Hence, detailed guidelines must be formulated to 

apply Sedition charges for serious and genuine cases. 

 

Q) “Sections 377 and 124A reflect the two prominent ways in which the British left their stamp upon 

India’s criminal law, in a manner that is entirely inconsistent with a democratic, constitutional 

republic.” Analyse. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Section 377, which foisted the completely alien term “carnal intercourse against the order of 

nature” – It was based on Victorian morality and Catholic Christian ideology which were existing 

during Colonial rule. 

Inconsistency – Gross violation of Article 14, prohibition of discrimination under Article 15, 

violates Right to privacy, dignity and health under article 21, freedom of expression under article 

19 of Indian constitution 

Section 124A, the offence of sedition. 

Whoever, by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible representation, or 

otherwise, 

1. brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or 

2. excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards, the Government established by law in  shall 

be punished with  

Imprisonment for life + fine or imprisonment upto 3 years + fine. 

Colonial legacy – Created to deal with the rising Wahhabi movement in the 1870s, used against 

Gandhi, Tilak, Besant and other freedom fighters. 

Now, sometimes it has been invoked against sloganeering, university students, to suppress 

political opponents 

 (Binayak Sen,Naxal ideologue Narayan Sanyal and Kolkata businessman Piyush Guha, guilty of 

sedition for helping the Maoists in their fight against the state.  

 Aseem Trivedii, a political cartoonist, on charges of sedition over a series of cartoons 

against corruption.  

JNU student union president Kanhaiya Kumar has been arrested on charges of sedition) 

Supreme court in Kedarnath case: SC held that only “imminent incitement of violence” 

should be considered under it. Thus curbing its ambiguous interpretation. 

Inconsistencies 

Against freedom of speech and expression (if not involved in instigating violence, breach of public 

morality). 
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Activism of civil society and NGO is essential to put checks and balances on democratic 

government, but, 124A snatches this power from public 

 

Q) Indian women’s games are rarely accorded same recognition and encouragement that’s given to 

men’s games. How and why should women’s games be popularised? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

How women’s games be popularized 

1. Generous sponsorships to women games and events to attract more women into sports. 

2. Making mandatory for sponsors to sign sponsorship agreement with both Men and Women 

teams as a single unit —- Equal sponsorship for women also 

3. Use of technology, better camera skills, media campaigns to promote women games to the 

level of male counter parts 

4. Include women player association in decision making (to prevent discrimination and negligent 

attitude towards women 

5. Popularization of women sports through National sports channels, encouraging the children to 

watch women sports (Good habit since early stage- Better results) 

6. Equal remuneration to men and women sportspersons – Attracts more women into the game 

– more competition – more game watchers – spinoff effect 

7. Establishment of sports infrastructure in throughout the country especially in rural and semi 

urban areas along with better training facilities for girls since childhood 

8. Stringent laws against harassment in sports facilities 

9. Introduction of shorter formats of games on the lines of T20 format in Cricket – To increase 

the interest, excitement among the audiences  

Why Women’s games should be popularized 

1. Better chance in Olympic medal tally – Archery (expert girls from Bhil tribe may be trained), 

Gymnastics (which does not need elaborate infrastructure, rural talent may be promoted – 

Sense of dignity and belongingness, motivation to rural girls). 

2. To transform home bound introvert women (due to patriarchal society) into a global extrovert 

and self confident woman (Due to wider exposure, competitive spirit, interaction with diverse 

groups) 

This may have positive spill over effect in women entrepreneurship, women startups, women 

activism, contenting in election – Overall empowerment 
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3. Women sportsperson carry social message far more persuasively and effectively in issues like 

Female foeticide, Polio campaigns, Swacch bharat abhiyaan, campaign to send the girls to 

schools than male counterparts. In addition they act as source of inspiration for young girls 

4. Widespread participation of women in sports promotes healthy lifestyle, reduces anxiety, 

depression, loneliness and associated mental anomalies – Healthier mother leads to healthy 

children – Healthy society – Demographic dividend can be reaped 

5. Right to equality, Prohibition of discrimination on the basis of gender, right to dignified life are 

enshrined in the constitution and must be promoted in every field, sports is not an exception 

6. To fight against Patriarchal mindset of the society and to demolish the myth of Women 

inferiority 

  

Q) “Every Congress session used to be memorable but the Karachi Congress of 1931 was to be more 

than memorable, it was going to be momentous.” In the light of Gandhi-Irwin Pact and Bhagat 

Singh’s hanging, analyse the statement. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Karachi Congress of 1931 was momentous event in India’s history, because, 

It endorsed the Gandhi Irwin Pact, which placed the congress on an equal footing with the 

Government. 

Some of the agreements under the pact had long-term impact on the course of the national 

movement: 

1. Release of political prisoners not convicted of violence —— Reaffirmed that arrests of political 

activists was illegal and arbitrary 

2. Remission of all fines, return of all lands —- which exposed the illegality and coerciveness of 

Government actions and forced them to accept the same through this pact 

3. Right to make salt in coastal villages and right to peaceful and non aggressive picketing — 

Upheld the right of masses to protest against injustice and restricted the arbitrary 

interference of the government in the lives of masses. 

Moreover, Gandhiji agreed to participate in the next Round table conference which provided an 

opportunity to speak for the Swaraj (Negotiations with India on an equal basis) 

Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru were executed 6 days before session. Bhagat Singh execution 

led to the Karachi resolution to declare under fundamental rights “There shall not be Capital 

punishment” and commitment to Every citizen the fight of free expression of opinion, the right 

to free association and combination and the right to assemble peacefully and without arms. 

    Bhagat Singh’s aspiration to establish a society with egalitarian and socialist ideology also found 

mention in Fundamental rights and National Economic programme (NEP) which seeks 
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to establish India on socialistic lines. Idea of swaraj, declared in the session resonates with the idea 

of Independent India conceptualized by Bhagat Singh. 

            Ideas in NEP, like reduction in rent and revenue, relief from agricultural indebtedness, 

control of usury and living wages, protection of women workers are in synchronization with the 

idea of Bhagat Singh’s Independent India with freedom from exploitation by both outsiders 

(British) and insiders (Landlords, Capitalists, money lenders etc.,). 

Hence, even though, unfortunately Bhagat Singh was hanged, his ideas were kept alive by the 

Karachi session through NEP and FR resolution, which remained the basic political and economic 

programme of congress in later years. 

 

 

Q) How did Bhagat Singh’s sense of nationalism differ from other stalwarts of the national 

movement? And how is it different from today’s sense of nationalism? Critically discuss. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Leaders and their idea of nationalism 

1. Extreme nationalism – belief that violent revolution alone would free India. 

Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee, Surya Sen, Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, Chandrasekhar Azad, Shiv Verma 

and Jatin Das. 

They exhibited extreme form of Nationalism even at the cost sacrificing their own life for the cause 

of nation. 

2. Moderate nationalism – These leaders insisted the constitutional methods to achieve 

the goals, they believed England’s providential mission in India. They exhibited nationalism by 

raising the issues of Indian plight through prayers, petition and propaganda. 

Dada Bhai Naoroji, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Surendra Nath Bannerjee 

3. Rabindra Nath Tagore – was a critique of modern nationalism on blind faith and 

symbolism. He put Humanity and compassion on a higher pedestal than narrow nationalism. 

Leaders like Aurobindo, Lala Lajpat Rai aspired for Hindu nation and advocated establishment of 

Hindu Rashtra – They emphasized Hindu nationalism 

Bhagat Singh’s sense of nationalism 

Initial stages – Believed in terrorising the British and individual heroic action for meeting the 

nationalistic objectives even at personal sacrifice 

Later stages – Nationalism is the establishment of Nation with egalitarian, socialistic goals. 
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His concept of nationalism is not restricted to narrow sloganeering. But, extended to effort to 

liberate the masses from all sorts of exploitation, i.e from foreign rule as well as exploitation of 

masses by Landlords, capitalists and money lenders. 

His Nationalism is consciously secular and believed that religion is a matter of personal belief 

How it is different from today’s sense of nationalism 

Today, the idea of nationalism mainly attributed to display of symbolic allegiance. Like, 

importance to National flag, national anthem, cheering for national team and sloganeering like 

Vande Mataram and Bharat Mata Ki Jai, 

But, Bhagat Singh’s nationalism is much broader than this, which seeks to establish egalitarian, 

secular and exploitation free society through revolution by masses even at the cost of personal 

sacrifice, not by display of mere symbolic acts of chanting slogans and hoisting flags without much 

work on the ground. 

 

============================================================ 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions 

from different parts of the country. 
 

Q) Discuss Bhagat Singh’s contribution to the national movement. In your opinion, what lessons 

does Bhagat Singh’s life have for modern-day India? (200 Words) 

Livemint 

 

Bhagat Singh’s contribution to the national movement 

Inspired the youth to take part in freedom struggle, leading by example. 

Initially he advocated extremist ideologies deeds to overthrow the British rule. Later, subscribed 

to socialistic ideologies with mass movement involving labors and peasants to overthrow the 

British rule. 

Transformation from Revolutionary movement to Socialist movement – After realizing 

the short comings of individual terrorist activities, he embraced Socialism – Helped establishment 

of HSRA (Hindustan socialist Republican association) which seeks to establish India into an 

independent, republic and socialist country 

Popularized the revolutionary ideas even in jail and used court trails as a platform to 

reach the masses and inspire them to take part in freedom struggle. 

Created Punjab Naujavan Sabha, as a group of selfless youth on secular ideology to serve the 

masses and to overthrow the british rule. 
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Assassinated Saunder (to avenge the killing of Lala Lajpat rai) in Lahore along with azad and 

rajguru 

Threw a bomb in central legislative assembly along with Bhakuteshwar Dutt against public 

safety and Trade dispute bill (Bomb was made intentionally harmless, intention was to protest 

against the bill, not to kill any one) 

Lessons to modern India 

He was a voracious reader, gold mine of intellectualism, always open to new ideas – 

Inspiration for youth to gain knowledge through voracious reading. 

Commitment to achieve the desired goal and courage to achieve the same 

Putting national interest above individual and family interest even at the cost of his 

own life – Extreme nationalism 

Not to be a follower, but a fearless leader with innovative ideas 

Separating Religion from public life – He completely dissociated from religious ideologies 

and transformed HSRA into a secular organization. He himself is an Atheist. Important 

lesson, due to diversity of religion and culture, India needs such ideologies. 

Ability to inspire the youth even during bleak situation – After failure of Non cooperation 

movement, he inspired and provided proper channel through establishment of HSRA 

Organized youth on secular platform, Punjab Naujavan Sabha for social service and to fight against 

injustice – We need such leaders 

Willingness to question the authority and protest against injustice – Being a secular leader, 

He protested Lala Lajapath Rai’s communalistic leaning in his later days in his writings 

Be always open to new ideas – After realizing individual terrorist acts cannot bring independence, 

he embraced Socialism and advocated people led revolutionary movement 

Get Inspired from great events and great leaders – A young Bhagat Singh had visited the 

scene of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and carried in his pocket for many years a packet of earth 

he had collected there.  

 

Q) Discuss the contribution made by women in drafting the Constitution of India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Of the total 299 members of the assembly, 15 were women, left their mark on the making of the 

republic. 

They used this platform to asserted their equality and crafting a politically balanced republic.  

AMMU SWAMINATHAN 
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Criticized the constitution as lengthy one and wanted a constitution to be of small volume 

shall enough to carry in pocket (friendly to common people) 

In her debates and speeches she promoted and applauded equal rights given to Indian women by 

way of the constitution and expressed apprehension that whether it could bring real democracy to 

people. 

ANNIE MASCARENE 

Annie Mascarene’s speeches during the assembly debates reflected these issues: the need to find 

the right balance between power that would be given to the centre and to the provinces. 

She emphasized that Centralization should be introduced at later stages, but not in the initial 

stages 

BEGUM AIZAZ RASUL 

Only muslim woman in the constituent assembly, 

She moved several amendments for issues: like the need for ministers to hold office for a good 

period to get enough time to do work of real impact (She was in favor of Swiss method of single 

non transferrable vote) 

She supported India’s membership to the Commonwealth,  

She opposed separate electorate and reservation for minorities. 

Expressed concern over limitation put on fundamental rights. 

  

DAKSHAYANI VELAYUDAN 

A prominent dalit leader and first dalit woman to graduate in India. She wanted abolition of 

Untouchablility to be included in the constitution itself. 

She opposed separate electorate and reservation for dalits ——- She wanted equality for 

dalits in all respects. 

She advocated for abolition of forced labor or beggar and campaigned for decentralization 

HANSA MEHTA 

She opposed reservation for minorities, but, advocated reservation for Dalits due to 

historical injustice 

Durgabai and Begum Aizaz 

Advocated for non imposition of Hindi on non native speakers and promoted discussion on 

Independence of Judiciary 

PURNIMA BANERJEE 
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Advocated  state’s control over religious instructions in schools so as to prevent imposition of 

religious ideals on Children. Supported progressive taxation and importance of giving separate 

identity to educational planning. 

Advocated for humane treatment of arrested persons 

RENUKA RAY 

opposed to reservation of seats for women. Advocated for proper budget allocation for education 

 

 

 

 

Topic: History of the world will include events from 18th century 
 

Q) Why the European Union was formed? Also examine why Britain has had problems in staying 

with EU. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 

Why European Union was formed ? 

Aftermath of the Second World War, – 

For European integration and prevention of future wars – European integration was 

seen as an antidote to the extreme nationalism, which had devastated the continent. Hence, to 

forge ties across Europe and to prevent future wars and conflict between the two great powers of 

Europe. i.e. France and Germany. 

To Prevent threat from Soviet Union to Europe. 

As a Unified market – European union as a single market which allows the free movement of 

goods, capital and services, and people between member states 

Britain initially was not the part of European union, but later joined in 1970. 

Only for readers’ information, not part of answer – (The EU traces its origins from 

the Europeancoal and steel community (ECSC) and the European Economic Community (EEC), 

formed by the Inner Six countries of  Belgium, France, West Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the 

Netherlands.in 1951 and 1958, respectively. The European Union was established under its current 

name in 1993 following the Maastricht Treaty.) 

Now, total 28 countries in European Union. 

Problems of Britain 
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1. Greater money contribution to EU – UK is net contributor (since rich country in EU) to 

EU – Money invested to improve poorer countries of EU – UK contribution rising due to 

improved growth – Eg – 15 billion euro in 2015 compared to 2.7 billion in 2008. 

2. EU Membership is hampering the UK’s trade ties outside the trading bloc (Brittan’s claims) 

3. Interference by EU on Issues of Economic policy 

Freedom movement for Labor – Key principle for EU – Lead to attraction of laborers to UK due to 

pull factors – Strain on social welfare system 

Problems of immigration to UK 

1. Economics – Pressure on wages (Reduction) – Non enforcement of minimum wage and 

negative externality of labor market flexibility 

2. Stress on Public service – Finite number of teachers, Doctors, Nurses, Schools – Stressed due 

to over immigration 

3. Housing – Pressure 

4. Identity and voice – Non English speaking groups and Cultural segregation — Polish pubs, 

schools, etc 

5. EU agenda of Unified army, Common Bureaucracy, Common foreign policy – Wastage 

of Economic resources and Bureaucracy 

6. Fragility of EU Currency – Euro .. Well placed Pound (Sailed through Eurozone crisis 

safely with its Pound) 

7. Schenegen Area – Passport free travel across shared borders – Britain don’t want it 

8. Strict regulation and Environment laws in EU – Hindrance to Britain industries 

9. Influence of the European Court of Human Rights, which in certain high-profile cases 

has made it harder to deport foreign-born criminals – UK don’t want restriction on this 

10. If qualified majority voting introduced – Many decision votes can be taken against the public 

interest of a particular country (UK is not an exception 

  

Q) Why was Korea divided? Examine the causes of animosity between North Korea and USA. Do 

you think North Korea poses threat to global security? Comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Division of Korea 

 Product of Cold war politics between USA and USSR after the end of World war II (Effectively an 

Ideological war between Capitalism promoted by USA and communism promoted by USSR) 

Korea was liberated by Allied forces from Japan (occupied since 1910), with the defeat of Japan 

after WW II. Later, US and USSR agreed to temporarily occupy the country , Country was divided 
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along 38th parallel, with Communist USSR administering the northern part and Capitalist USA the 

South of the parallel. Both countries wanted to increase the sphere of influence, ended up in 

Korean War – Cemented the division. 

Causes of Animosity 

1. In Korean War 1950, North Korea invaded the South, US and allies helped S.Korea to retaliate, 

later, USA imposed economic sanctions against North Korea under the Trading with the 

Enemy Act (TWEA) that continued until 2008. 

2. US is accused of war atrocities, violation of rules of war, massive bombings that wiped out 

more than 10% of N.Korean civilian population 

3. Korea wants to united Korea and rule as Communist regime. US-South Korean alliance made 

the reunification virtually impossible 

4. North Korean low standard of living is blamed on USA for its economic sanctions against that 

Country 

5. Ideological conflict – between Capitalism of US, Communism of N.Korea 

6. North Korean alleged acquisition of Nuclear weapons and testing of ICBM (motive to use 

against USA) — Sanctions sponsored by USA against this move all adds to animosity 

7. North Korean Close alliance with China and Russia 

8. Threats of N.Korea to attack US mainland with Nuclear weapons, frequent testing of ICBM 

capable of carrying nuclear warhead – Instigating USA 

Present undemocratic, dictatorial regime of North Korea is threat to global security 

1. Allegedly possess Nuclear weapon with ICBM and missiles – WMD in the hands of 

irresponsible, unaccountable and dictatorial regime – More chances of misuse 

2. South Korea and Japan insecure – Arms race in Japan and South Korea and chances of 

instigating war is more with impulsive yet unaccountable North Korea 

3. Regime not accountable to People – Low standard of living and social indicators, starvation – If 

there is any rebellion, the regime could resort to war to divert the inherent issues 

4. To raise capital, may sell missiles and nuclear warhead to terrorist organizations like ISIS, Al-

Quaeda etc., This is greatest threat to global security. 

5. Young impulsive dictatorial leader, Kim Jong Un may resort war with South Korea, later 

domino effect pulling major power into conflict – Regional instability 

 

Q) Why did relations between Cuba and USA strain in 1950s and 60s? To which factors you owe 

recent normalization of relations between these two countries? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
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BBC 

Business Standard 

Why strained relations? 

Before Castro assuming power (till 1959), 

There was a long standing resentment among the Cubans at the amount of American influence in 

the country, 

1. American troops were stationed there for stability 

2. American aid was used as bargaining chip 

3. American companies held share in all Cuban Industries, Sugar, Tobacco, Textile, Iron, Nickel, 

Copper, Manganese, Paper etc. and owned half of land, 3/4th of railways, all the electricity and 

telephone system ——- Exploited Cuban resources to the fullest extent, 

4. US was the main trading partner. 

Later, Fiedel Castro seized power from Batista in 1959, 

Castro, with communistic leanings, immediately nationalized all the American owned factories and 

estates with much resentment from America’s business fraternity, despite threats from USA. 

USA applied sanctions, later, Cuba entered into trade agreement with Russia and nationalized all 

the US owned enterprises. 

US cut off all the diplomatic relations in 1961, which further strained relations. 

Here after, Cuba moved closer to USSR led communist block of cold war era. 

later, bay of pigs invasion and Cuban missile crisis  (which was a 13-day (October 16–28, 1962) 

confrontation between theUnited States and the Soviet Union concerning Soviet ballistic missiles 

deployment in Cuba) further led to strain in the relations. 

Cold war hostility, ideological (Communist and Capitalist) clashes further strained relations 

Factor for normalization of relations 

1. Collapse of the Sovient Union in 1991 and subsequent end of ideological clash between 

Communist block led by USSR and Capitalist block led by USA ———– Resulted in preference 

for economic issues rather than ideological issues in promoting diplomatic relations 

2. Cautious opening up of Cuban economy for foreign investment 

3. Obama doctrine, which seeks to resolve the problems through consensus, negotiations, 

compromise rather than violence, coercion, conflict provided further scope 

4. Confidence building measures from US like removal of Cuba from the list of “States 

sponsoring terrorism” further infused trust in the relations 

5. USA big farming sector needed access to Cuban market, similarly, Cuba wanted FDI to 

improve its economy – Provided impetus for normalizing relations 

18

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-12159943
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/history-in-havana-116032400604_1.html


 

 

SECURE || MARCH 2016                                                                                            GS I 

www.InsightsIAS.com                                                                                     www.InsightsonIndia.com 

6. Both Cuba and USA are neighbors, mutual benefit in economic, cultural and political stability 

can be achieved through cooperation rather than conflict. 

7. Cuba and the United States officially resumed full diplomatic relations on July 20, 2015, which 

reduced mutual suspicion 

 

Q) Why did holocaust take place? Examine the difference between anti-Zionism and anti – semitism. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Reference 

Fascism of Nazi party and Hitler – Believed in superiority of Aryan race, and need for 

maintaining the Racial purity on the one side and Inferiority of Jews as low/Evil race (believed 

they were affecting the lives of Germans negatively) 

Imposed rules for separation of Jews and Germans (Nuremberg Laws, 1925 which seeks to 

prohibit marital and sexual relations of Germans with Jews), since, he believed Jews are inferior 

and could pollute the pure Aryan blood (Germans) and lead to loss of Purity of Race —— This 

initial separation in public sphere culminated in the Holocaust to completely eliminate the Jewish 

race 

Believed that Jews were responsible for all the ills of German society and they are exploitative 

Anti Semitism – Was larger agenda of Nazis ideas and Hitler wanted to exterminate the whole 

Jewish race 

Treaty of Versailles and Blame game– Believed that harsh conditions under Treaty of 

Versailles were due to the lobby of Jewish bankers and Industrialists. Since, Germans suffered 

humiliation due to Treaty of Versailles and subsequent economic disaster of hyperinflation —- 

Jews were targeted as the source of all these ills (Rich and industrialist section). 

Hence, Ethnocentric notion of German (Aryan) racial superiority, Prejudices towards jewish 

community and efforts to prevent racial admixtures and pollution of pure Aryan race and extreme 

form of Fascism, state sponsored community segregation based on racial criteria, above all 

dictatorial rule of Hitler culminated in the Holocaust of Jews. 

Different between Anti Zionism and Anti Semitism 

Anti Zionism is opposition to the ethnonationalist and political movement of Jews that supports 

the establishment of a Jewish state as a Jewish homeland in Israel, where as Anti Semitism is 

hatred of, or discrimination against Jews as an ethnic, religious, or racial group 

Anti Zionism is a political ideology and Anti Semitism is the extreme form of Ethnocentrism and 

hatred towards jewish community 
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Anti-semitism etymologically is hatred of all Semitic prople, including Arabs, Assyrians, 

Ethiopians and Jews 

But, Anti Zionism is limited to ethnonationalist movement of Jews 

Anti Zionism sometimes may have rational ideology (Supporters of Palestine claim), but, Anti 

Semitism is illogical, irrational and grossly Xenophobic 

 

Topic:- Salient features of Indian society 

Q) Health and social activists have pointed out that the social ostracism and stigma is even more 

virulent than the virus when it comes to prejudice and the stigma for people living with HIV 

(PLHIV). Why does this happen? How can it be addressed? Examine. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Why social ostracism and stigma and prejudice for people living with HIV? 

1. Lack of awareness – NFHS -4 data shows that around 82% women and 70% men in the 13 

states surveyed (including the high burden ones) do not have much knowledge of AIDS/HIV 

and safe sex practices. Ignorance is the mother of all evils. 

2. Taboo subject – AIDS and the HIV-positive condition are associated with sex—another of 

India’s taboo subject, which complicated the situation in ensuring awareness generation and 

removing suspicious and myth in the minds of the people. 

3. Deadly perception – The disease is always associated with death. People exert extra fear 

while dealing with HIV patients, which is reinforced by ignorance and lack of awareness by the 

public 

4. Absence of medication to cure effectively – Deterrent for people to interact with HIV 

patients fearing the contact of disease 

5. Promotion of attitudinal change in Health workers – like ASHA, ANM, Nurses and 

Doctors – Need to be sensitized about not only medical issue, but also social and emotional 

part of the disease 

6. Identification and provision of medical facilities to high risk groups like 

– Transgenders, Sex workers, drug addicts etc. 

7. Established counseling centers with competent personnel – to infuse confidence in 

HIV patients to face the society and its prejudices as a short term measure 

  

How it can be addressed? 

1. Widespread awareness generation across all platform – TV, Radio, Print media, Internet, 

Social media and through street plays, drama, door to door awareness campaign etc. 
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2. Sex education at School level – Awareness generation, rational thinking and promotion of 

informed decision making in social issues 

3. Mass campaign to participate in regular medical check ups, easily accessible treatment 

facilities 

4. Strict legislation, regulation and monitoring authority to prevent denial services, jobs and 

education to the patients of HIV/AIDS —— To protect their fundamental right 

5. Involvement of civil society organizations and NGO in creating awareness, removing 

prejudices in the society. Dedicated fund and provision of CSR to support this initiative 

 

 

Topic: Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect on 

the society 
 

Q) What do you understand by the nation concept? It is said that during the past two decades the 

nation idea has been under siege globally, and not only in India. Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 Nation is a social concept. 

Concept is used to designate  larger groups or collectives of people with common characteristics 

attributed to them—including language, traditions, customs (mores), habits and ethnicity 

When compared to Ethnicity — It is more Impersonal, Abstract and Overtly political. 

Past two decades idea of Nation has been under siege globally due to various reasons 

1. Globalization – Interconnected world – People always on the move – No Nationalistic 

identity – Dissolved borders – Hybrid nationalists – Indo American, Pakistan Briton, 

Japanese American, etc.. 

Schengen Area in EU for unrestricted travel is another factor 

2. Terrorism – ISIS – Seeks to establish Islamic caliphate encompassing West Asia North 

America, Indian subcontinent, Central Asia, Parts of Russia —– Ideology based only on 

extremist religious ideology – Translational identity kept the nation Idea under siege 

3. Distorted nationalism based on religious identities like Sinhala nationalism in 

Srilanka marginalizing Tamils, Buddhist identity in Myanmar marginalism Rohingya 

muslims 

4. Nationalism mobilized based on Ethnic and tribal identities – South Sudan and 

North Sudan conflict – Dinka and Neur tribe inter ethnic conflict shows Nationalism 

concept itself is amorphous 
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5. Radical ideologies – Marxism, Naxalism which challenges the concept of Nation state 

itself and seeks to overthrow the national government with armed rebellion is testimony to 

the fact of Nation under Siege 

6. Above all Collapse of USSR in 1989 was due to Nationalistic ambition of Baltic 

states and Central Asian states is evident 

7. Supra national organizations like European union – Its own Bureaucracy, Judicial 

system and policies and WTO after 1995, is diluting the concept of nation states. ASEAN 

is another example. 

8. Ultra Nationalism on one side, Neo colonialism (of West Asia, Iraq, Syria, Libya and 

African countries) on the other side — Triggering irrational nationalistic mentalities which 

are unconcerned towards Human rights, Ethical conduct, compassion and basic Humane 

morality . Eg. Apathetic attitude towards Refugees of Syria by Saudi Arabia, European 

Countries. 

9. But, international bodies like Amnesty international, UNHCR, HRW, Doctors sans border, 

Red cross – Advocating Humanity, Human rights over Nationalism 

10. Technological disruption like Social media sites, Internet is fast connecting people 

across the border and is instigating the dissolution of Nationalistic sentiments on one side 

(JNU row, Supporting liberation of Kashmir from India – Against National interest) on the 

one side,…… and Social media campaign to gain political points by vested interest in the 

name of Nationalism —— Distorting the facts 

  

Q) In many parts of India, in the name of caste daylight murders are taking place. Why such 

atrocities take place despite having laws and institutions to prevent them? What solutions do you 

suggest to stop such incidents? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Hindu 

Why such atrocities take place despite laws? 

Atrocities takes place because various factors, these include Economic, social, political and 

administrative factors. 

Economic factors – Economic dependence of weaker sections on higher caste – Landless laborers 

depend on land lords – No economic avenues available to them in rural areas. 

Social factors – Historical discrimination against Dalits, on the basis of caste system, on the notion 

of purity and pollution. Caste endogamy (marriage within caste). 

If a Dalit, marries woman from other caste or wear clean clothes, imitate higher castes lifestyles, 

asserts constitutional right to equality —– they are readily opposed and suppressed by higher caste 
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on the notion of Caste pride with shame less disregard for individual rights, with an anarchists 

notion of caste purity and pollution. 

  

Political factors – Local political leaders supports caste with higher numerical strength and clout in 

cast related matters due to vote bank politics. This provide free hand to indulge cast based crimes. 

Administrative reasons – Loyalty of police personnel to their respective castes – In caste conflicts, 

police personnel tend to support the powerful group – Non registration of FIR in atrocity cases. 

Delayed justice – Prolonged judicial process, embolden 

Lack of enforcing judicial directives – SC Directive in lata singh Case – to ensure safety to couples 

resorting to inter caste marriages 

  

Solutions 

1. Stringent norms to enforce SC, ST Prevention of atrocities act with accountability of police for 

not enforcing the legislation in true spirit 

2. Disqualification of MP, MLA and elected leaders under representation of People act, if they 

indulge or instigates such violence 

3. Strengthening the powers of National commission for SC and ST, NHRC, SHRC to protect the 

interest of the oppressed classes 

4. Moral education on equality, Human rights, compassion, liberty and dignity of life since 

childhood to develop egalitarian mindset 

5. Awareness generation 

6. Promotion of Dalit leaders in local self government institutions 

7. Representation for Dalit and oppressed classes in Police force and other key administrative 

positions 

8. Sensitization programmes 

 

Q) Differentiate between Nation and State. In your opinion, what constitutes Hinduism? Should 

India be called the ‘Hindu Nation’? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Hindu 

A Nation can be defined as a larger groups or collectives of people with common characteristics 

attributed to them—including language, traditions, customs (mores), habits, and ethnicity. 

A state is an organized political community living under a single system of government. It is a 

territorial concept. 
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Difference between Nation and State 

Difference in elements – State has four elements without which it loses its Character –Population, 

territory, Sovereignty and Government. 

Where as Nation is a group of people with strong sense of unity and consciousness 

1. State is a Political Organisation while Nation is a social, cultural, psychological, emotional and 

political unity 

2. Reference to definite territory is essential for State, but not for Nation. Nation is a abstract 

concept 

3. Sovereignty is essential for State, but not Nation 

4. Nation is more stable than state. When, state looses sovereignty it loses its character, but not 

the Nation – For example, Palestine is not a fully independent state, but, it a nation with unity 

among the people, USSR comprised of many nations, but one state. But, now it has been 

divided into many states.   

5. State is created, but, Nation is always an product of evolution 

  

What constitutes Hinduism? 

            Hinduism is a way of life. Hinduism is achieving Purusharthas, proper goals of life, Dharma 

(Righteousness, Ethics, Duty), Artha (Prosperity or Work), Kama (Worldly pleasure) and Moksha 

(liberation from endless cycles of birth and death). 

Should India be called a Hindu nation? 

            No, India is shaped by different ethnic groups, religious ideologies, different cultures and 

value systems. India had witnessed waves of migration, assimilation throughout its history since 

the advent of Aryans to the arrival of Central Asian kings like Kushanas and others. Later, Mughals 

enriched the country through their diverse lifestyles and religious ideologies. 

Each religious group added value to the idea of India; hence idea of India cannot be attributed to 

any religious group. 

Moreover, our constitution, provides for Secular country with Right to freedom of religion 

provided through Article. 25, 26, 27 and 28. In addition to that idea of “Secular” is considered as 

basic structure of the constitution, which cannot be altered even by constitutional amendment. 

            In a country where all the major religions of the world are practiced and diverse ethnic, 

cultural, linguistic groups are residing, in order to establish confidence, mutual harmony and 

cooperation we need to follow the path of Equality, mutual acceptance, compromise instead of 

coercion and imposition of one’s ideas. 
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Hence, calling India as Hindu nation is against the national interest (which we are witnessing in 

our neighbor Pakistan (Islamic state). 

 

 

Topic: Role of women; Social empowerment 

Q) The Constitution (108th) Amendment Bill to reserve for women one-third of seats in Parliament 

and the State legislatures is still pending in Lok Sabha. Why is there opposition to passing this Bill? 

Why is it important to pass this Bill? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Indian Express 

The Indian Express 

Why opposition to the bill 

Opposition due to difference of opinion 

1. Reservation is not the solution – If granted (at present SC, ST, OBC, PH) other sections 

may also demand the same on other pretext. Finally, leading to fragmentation of political 

platforms, jobs with conflicting ideologies — Unity is difficult to achieve. 

2. Misused by Politicians to fill the reserved seats with their 

acquaintances (Daughter, Wife, Daughter in law) as namesake leaders 

3. Reservation do not lead to empowerment – Only women from rich, powerful and 

business families contest elections, leaving behind oppressed, underpowered women from 

poor families and villages 

4. No equality of opportunity – 33% reservation for women, denies the opportunity to 

contest from those seats for men 

5. Reduced incentive for an MP or MLA to perform – With rotation of reserved 

constituencies 

Vested interest 

1. Patriarchal society (Male dominated), do not wish to see women on equal footing. 

2. Political pressure groups – Khap panchayaths, Orthodox groups with traditional mindset 

will turn upset —— Loss of votebank and electoral calculations 

3. False prejudice that they cannot win election even if they are granted tickets. 

Why it is important to pass the bill 

1. Need inclusive growth – Women representation in parliament is only 12% (Global average 

22%) that means 48% of the population has only 12% representation. 
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2. Empowerment – Women, compulsorily gets the reserved seats, fair representation in the 

parliament and state legislatures —– with Empathy and emotional commitment women 

legislators protect the interests of the women in both parliament and within the government. 

3. Protection from pressure groups – with reservation in place, all political parties 

invariably have to issue tickets for reserved seats —– Protection against pressure groups (like 

Khap panchayat leaders, Religious fundamentalist groups) 

4. Empathy, better representation of women, more activism – A woman can empathize 

the problems of women greatly than a man. With sufficient number in place, we can witness 

greater activism, association and involvement by them in issues related to women. We can find 

seriousness in issues related to women 

5. Augmentation in soft power – Can project Indian as Gender friendly nations, may become 

a model for African and Asian countries. Increases soft power and international diplomacy —

— Strengthens lobby for Permanent seat in UNSC 

6. To reap the demographic dividend – With women as stakeholders in the parliament in 

large numbers (assured 33% ), resulting in women friendly policies — Women empowerment 

– Increased share of women in employment – Demographic dividend 

7. Help to implement the aspirations of DPSP – Gender equality 

8. Adds different perspective to the deliberation process in parliament: Women with 

better social and soft skills, infuses dignity, empathy and new thinking in the parliament there 

by enriches the process 

 

Q) Society as well as the police leadership have accepted that women in the police have a significant 

role. What are the common problems faced by women in uniform in India? How can government 

make police force more gender-friendly? Why is it necessary? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

 

(Only for reference – Out of 1,722,786 Police Officers –  only 105,325 are women across all 

ranks. (6.1 p.c) 

with Chandigarh having the highest (14.6%), followed by Tamil Nadu (12.4%) and Andaman & 

Nicobar (11.2%). Lowest among the states are Meghalaya (2.8%), Nagaland (1%) and Assam (0.9%) 

) 

Common problems faced by women in uniform 

Study undertaken by Centre for policy research shows that, women in police do not find the police 

department to be gender-friendly. 
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Problems related to work environment, gender respect, gender equality, and cooperation are 

major. 

Gender insensitive work environment like, 

lack of basic facilities like toilets, changing rooms and restrooms in police stations. 

Lack of respect from male colleagues (One of the strong demotivator) . 

Gender discrimination 

1. Assigned only specific duties with limited scope – Hindered their professional growth. 

( “soft” postings and routine tasks like reception desks, wireless or computer duties) 

2. Discrimination starts from recruitment process itself 

Many states – Separate cadre for men and women at entry levels, means, very few vacancies at a 

particular rank reserved for women —- Affects the career growth upward 

(Common cadre for recruitment is recommended) 

How to make police force more gender friendly 

1. Recruitment drives to increase the representation of women in police force 

2. Increase the women police strength to 33% percent (II ARC recommendations) 

3. Both the physical and the cultural atmosphere of a police station need a drastic overhaul. 

4. Increase in number of women police officers 

5. Leadership skills in women need to be developed – Career growth 

6. Common cadre for men and women – Facilitates faster promotion for women officers 

7. Need to earmark a separate budget for basic infrastructure for women in the police. 

8. Work shifts need to be 8 hours instead of 12 for women (To attract women to recruitment 

process and to encourage the family members to send women to police force) 

9. Maternity leave should at 6 months (To address the family and biological needs) 

10. Two-year childcare leave once in a career, special uniform during pregnancy, restrictions on 

night duties, provision of housing near the place of posting when children are young 

11. Grievance redressal mechanism for women officers related to harassment, political pressure, 

gender discrimination 

Why it is necessary 

1. Constitutional guarantee – Gender equality is enshrined in the constitution itself 

2. Encouraging women victims (Rape, sexual harassment, Dowry, Domestic abuse) 

– to report to police station without fear and apprehension 

3. To attract more women into Police force – Fair representation, less prejudice and less 

crime 
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4. To increase confidence in women, children and depressed classes – Women 

officers are more approachable, empathetic, removes the fear and apprehension attached with 

police force —- Helps to transform it into as humane as possible. 

5. Women police officers are source of inspiration to Girl children, they serve as a 

motivation to study hard amidst all the short comings (especially in rural areas) 

6. Grace, dignity and honesty of women officers – put break to anomalies in police 

administration like fake encounters, lock-up deaths, criminal police nexus, police-politician 

nexus, communalization of police administration to certain extent 

 

Q) Countries like USA and Israel are opening all combat roles to women. Discuss the status of 

women in Indian defence forces and need for their induction in all combat roles. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Status of women in Indian defense forces 

Before 1990, entry of women into defense services is limited to Army Medical Corps, the Army 

Dental Corps and the Military Nursing Service. But, later, inducted them into the non-combat 

wings of the armed forces as short-service commissioned service officers like, Education, 

intelligence, ordnance etc. 

In 2014, India’s army had 3 per cent women, the Navy 2.8 per cent and the Air Force performed 

best with 8.5 per cent women. 

Due to Physical, physiological and tactical limitations they were denied the combat roles. 

Moreover, issues of taking hostage as Prisoners of war, harassment of women soldiers in hostage 

situation were other deterrents. 

 From june 18, 2016, women would finally be allowed in combat roles, beginning with the air force 

Need for induction into all combat roles 

1. Gender equality – Equality before law (Article 14), Equality of opportunity 

2. General trend – World over combat roles are opened up to women as well (Example, US, 

Israel, Norway 

3. Improved technologies – like use of Drones, UAV, light weapons which can be made 

gender friendly, removes the physical and physiological concerns associated with women in 

combat roles 

4. Different perspective, strategy in operation – Induction of women infuses new 

strategic thinking, infuses feminine virtues which help to solve (or tone down) military civilian 

conflict (mistrust) in disturbed areas like J and K, North eastern region 
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5. Women are equal to men – We cannot judge the ability of a person without giving 

opportunity. 

6. Women empowerment – serves as a source of inspiration to crores of girl children to 

choose their role models and achieve their goals 

7. Effective curbing of patriarchal mindset 

8. Stress handling abilities – are more innate to women than men, help in combat and 

critical situations 

 

Q) Should marital rape be criminalised in India? Substantiate.  (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Section 375 of IPC criminalizes Rape, but, it has an exception “Sexual intercourse by a man with 

his own wife, the wife not being under fifteen years of age, is not rape”. 

But, that exception must be removed and marital rape must be criminalized. 

Because, 

1. Women have sense of identity, dignity and human rights of their own 

2. Not a commodity – Marriage is not a license to sex, they must have the decision making 

power in personal issues and their ownership is not transferred to husband once they are 

married – Women also have right to individual liberty and right to dignified life. 

3. It is the issue is of consent, not culture 

4. We have denounced orthodox religious practices like Sati system, Devadasi system, Marital 

rape should also be considered as backward and crime since, we are modernized and 

liberalized. 

5. India is signatory to Sustainable development goals, legitimizing Marital rape is against 

the international norms and violation of SDG norms 

6. Justice verma committee after Nirbhaya case, recommended criminalization of marital 

rape. It opined, ‘Marriage should not be considered as an irrevocable consent to sexual acts’ 

7. Fuels the patriarchal mindset, threat to social equality 

8. It is not only a violence on the body of the woman, but also on the soul (Emotional 

harassment) 

9. To implement the DPSP – to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women; – Article 

51(e) 

10. The UN Population Fund states that more than 2/3rds of married women in India, aged 

between 15 to 49 have been beaten, raped or forced to provide sex. Hence, to tackle the crime 

of such a large scale, Marital rape must be criminalized 
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But, only by passing amendments to criminalize marital rape will not help. Without change in the 

mindset of the society, patriarchal mentality no legislation can bring reforms (as we see in case of 

Dowry prohibition act). 

If passed, Care must be taken not to misuse the legislation of criminalization of marital rape as a 

tool to harass the honest law abiding men, as we are witnessing in Dowry cases. 

 

Q) Critically analyse the nature of feminist movement in India in pre and post Independent India. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Feminism in India, going back to the nineteenth century, rather than a single issue, it was 

associated with other subjects. 

This is because the struggles over women’s wrongs and rights in the Indian context have always 

been tied to larger issues — to the histories of colonialism and nationalism before Independence 

and to the meanings of development and right to equality after 1947 

Pre Independent India – Feminism 

Two phases – 1850 to 1915 and 1915 to present. 

In the first phase – Fight against social evils like Sati system, Purdah, Polygamy, prohibition of 

widow remarriage etc. Supported by reformers like Rajaram Mohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra 

Vidyasagar 

(But, some of the social evils like Taboo on widow remarriage, child marriage, Polygamy still exist 

today) 

Second Phase –  Gandhiji legitimized and expanded Indian women’s public activities by initiating 

them into the non-violent civil disobedience movement and several satyagrahas. Women were 

actively involved in Picketing, Satyagrahas. 

(Despite these, majority of women are bound to kitchens and society continued on a patriarchal 

line with all the evils associated with it like Gender inequality, preference for male child, denial of 

property to daughters, lack of decision making in family and even personal matters of woman, 

denial of education) 

In 1920s, localized women associations emerged, These associations emphasised women’s 

education issues, developed livelihood strategies for working-class women, and also organised 

national level women’s associations such as the All India Women’s Conference. AIWC was closely 

affiliated with the Indian National Congress. 

Post independence – Feminism 
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During post independence period, Feminism not singly associated with women issues, but, it is 

connected with developmental issues and the role of women in them 

For instance, as a self help group SEWA, the largest trade union for women was set up by Ela Bhatt 

for women working in the informal sector . Which connected women with developmental issues. 

(Even though SHGs provided a means of livelihood to women, they are struggling to upgrade their 

technologies, improve their business models, scale their operation to industrial level) 

The Chipko Movement, led by the women of Garhwal, a form of protest to prevent the cutting of 

trees by hugging trees. Here the issue of sustainability and livelihood issues, environmentalism are 

associated with feminism 

(These movements were localized, had no national character, still environment degradation 

continuing despite their efforts. This shows lack of political commitment and insensitivity to 

women voices) 

Later, women movements in rural areas and semi urban areas were associated with eradication of 

social evils like Alcohol consumption (Picketing by women) etc started. 

Later, after 1990s, nature of feminism turned specifically to women issues like Domestic violence, 

marital rape, equal right in the property, Dowry harassment, workplace women harassment etc. 

Now, the trend is to fight for the rights of women in society like Temple entry, entry of Mosque, 

struggle for implementation of Uniform civil code especially by Muslim women groups (due to 

various disabilities in Shriat law like Triple talaq, polygamy, purdah etc.) —-Shah bano case is 

testimony to this. 

In Hindu society, equal rights for daughters in property, Temple entry and other issues are taking 

stage. 

Hence, women movements are continually refined throughout the modern history of India. 

 

Q) It is said that the Mahila Samakhya Programme that began in 1989 has made significant 

contributions to women’s empowerment in a little over 25 years. Critically evaluate the programme’s 

success and comment whether it’s time to scrap it or merge it with other schemes. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Programme’s successes 

Beneficiaries mainly -women belonging to the most marginalised communities, such 

as Dalits or Adivasis. – helped in building self-confidence , broke gender stereotypes, 

increased their autonomy,  involvement in decision making at various levels,i.e, family, community 

and panchayat level. 

- Focus was mainly on process rather than target. 

- SHG were empowered to initiate their own agenda and begin the process 
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- It achieved success in creating suitable structures to issues related to Nari Adalats, counselling 

centres, Sanjeevani Kendras and Mahila Shikshan Kendras. 

- Strong educational identity among the weaker sections are established 

- Training capability for social and gender awareness has been created 

- It created large number of leaders from the most disadvantaged sections of the society since the 

past 25 years 

- It is a volunteer driven programme. Hence, the contribution of volunteers has been most 

significant. 

- All these empowered women to work outside home, engage in small business activities and 

groups contractual work – Lead to empowerment of women 

- Also empowered women to fight against Patriarchal mindset like, Child marriages, Devadasi 

system and other gender discrimination issues. 

Shortcoming of the course, 

1. Limited ability in technical expertise and raising funds of the Sanghas 

2. Federations are limited in capacity to work out a financially sustainable plan 

3. Throughout its history, it has been seen as a small program 

4. Resource mobilization and revolving fund generation are limited 

5. The scheme faced opposition from Patriarchal elements of the society – Hence, participation 

has been low. 

Whether, the scheme be scrapped or continued? 

It should be subsumed into the existing women empowerment schemes, 

It has a great role in catalyzing the empowerment of women especially from disadvantaged 

sections. Hence, its experience must be utilized to add value to the existing schemes 

It also has 25 years of experience in functioning and can provide valuable insights into the working 

of the voluntary driven schemes. 

Moreover, instead of designing multiplicity of schemes for women empowerment, an integrated 

schemes, by taking experience from the schemes like this must be designed and promoted. 

 

Q) It is argued that the practice of Talaq and Halala in India is unconstitutional and violates human 

rights of women. Do you agree? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

(Validity of Talaq in Quran – it is not based on the Koran and the authentic pronouncements of the 

Prophet. It has been deduced from medieval treatises such as theHidaya and Radd al 

Muhtar which state that if liquor consumed has reached the prohibited level of intoxication (a 
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purely subjective issue) then talaq uttered in such a state shall be held valid – Hence, there is a 

room for reform within the boundary of religion itself) 

Triple Talaq and Nikah Halala are Unconstitutional, 

It violates, 

Article 14 – Equality before law and Equal protection of law – Differential treatment between Men 

and Women in matters of marriage and divorce 

Article 15 – Prohibition of discrimination on the grounds of Sex in matters of family affairs 

Article 21 – Right to life and personal liberty. 

1. Right to live with human dignity, 

2. Right to livelihood 

3. Right of women to be treated with decency and dignity 

fundamental duty Art 51A that provides for “renunciation practices derogatory to women.” 

Article 13 reads that laws inconsistent with or in derogation of the fundamental rights can be 

declared null and void. 

      = = But, our constitution provides , 

Article 25, Freedom of Conscience, free profession, practice and propagation of Religion 

Hence, several orthodox Muslim clerics resent any changes to Muslim personal even at the 

expense of gender equality and dignity of women by taking shelter under Article 25. Moreover, 

Article 44, which provides for Uniform civil code is under DPSP which cannot be enforced in a 

court of law (Unlike fundamental rights). 

These constitutional entanglement, provides room for multiple interpretation of constitutional 

provisions. 

The victim at the end is the hapless Woman is who subjected to all kinds of moral, emotional and 

social exploitation which must be rectified with the liberal interpretation of Islam and with the 

passing of Uniform civil code (with wider consensus and broad consultation) which is gender 

equal, which uphold right to life and dignity for all women. 

 

 

 

Topic: Effect of globalisation on Indian society; Population and related issues 
 

Q) Diabetes has emerged as a serious disease burden for India over the past two decades. What are 

its health, economic and social implications. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
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While diabetes rate has increased by around 45 per cent globally, it jumped 123 per cent in India 

between 1990 and 2013. A recent study suspects a link between diabetes — a condition 

characterised by the hormone insulin failing to regulate blood sugar in the body — and impaired 

lung function that makes Indians particularly vulnerable to respiratory diseases.  

Health implications of Diabetes 

Diabetes can adversely affect and cause complication in  heart, eyes, kidney and other parts of the 

body. 

People with diabetes may have these complications and risks if proper precautions are not taken, 

1. Heart Disease– Higher risk for heart attack and stroke. 

2. Eye Complications–Higher risk of blindness and other vision problems. 

3. Kidney Disease– Damages kidney and may lead to kidney failure 

4. Nerve Damage(neuropathy) – Diabetes can cause nerve damage 

5. Foot Problems– Nerve damage, infections of the feet, 

6. Skin Complications– Skin problems like infections, sores, and itching. 

7. Dental Disease– Diabetes can lead to problems with teeth and gums, called gingivitis and 

periodontitis. 

8. Mental health problems – Stress, anxiety and depression 

9. Increased risk of thyroid disease : Both overactive and under active diseases 

10. Damages the lung structure 

Economic implications of Diabetes. 

Hospital expenses (which most of the time, an out of pocket expenditure for an average Indian) 

include, 

1. hospital inpatient care 

2. prescription medications to treat complications of diabetes mentioned above 

3. anti-diabetic agents and diabetes supplies 

4. physician office visits 

Indirect costs include: 

1. increased absenteeism and reduced productivity at work 

2. reduced productivity, 

3. inability to work as a result of disease-related disability 

4. Loss of productive capacity due to early Mortality. 

Sometimes hospital expenses if not insured, may push APL family into BPL category due to heavy 

out of pocket expenditure 

Social implications of Diabetes 
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1. Not possible to take part in normal dietary practices (food rich in carbohydrates). Stigma 

attached (Especially in public functions, community gatherings) 

2. Health complications associated with Diabetes —- Less productive work —- Unable to support 

family, inability to educate children —- Resource scarcity —- Girl child is discriminated 

3. More out of pocket expenditure leads to reduced investment in quality education to children, 

nutritious food and basic amenities to family – Malnutrition, Stunted growth of children, 

illiteracy, unemployment later —- Sets in vicious cycle of poverty and deprivation 

4. Health effects associated with diabetes like, depression, anxiety, angriness, irrationality puts 

the patient and family members in emotionally weak position 

 

 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies 
 

Q) It is found that aside from poor quality public transport systems, inadequate city 

planning and a flawed design framework have further compounded Delhi’s congestion 

problem. Around the world there are examples of successful models to address these 

issues. Examine these models which can be applied to Indian cities, especially to 

Delhi. (200 Words) 

EPW 

 

Option for Choice, good quality, reliable and affordable multimodal public transport system, 

exclusive lanes for pedestrians and bicycle riders and measures like penalty for single occupancy 

vehicles, congestion tax and incentives to use public transport, if properly integrated into city 

planning, could lead to meaningful solution to the concerned problem. 

Some of the best practices from around the world which are relevant to Delhi, 

 Bike sharing to improve public mobility – Hangzhou – 40% of air pollution in 

Hangzhou was the result of vehicle emissions. – government invested 180 million Yuan to 

create a bike sharing system that connected to the public transport network.  – 

Result – Improved Hangzhou’s environment, making it more attractive to tourists. It has also 

created a more affordable way for people to get around the city 

 Istanbul – The constant congestion, heavy traffic made the city less accessible. – Soultion, 

pedestrianization project to protect from traffic accidents – Since 2011, Istanbul has 

pedestrianized 295 streets — through infrastructure upgrades and by making it easier for 

people to use trains, ferries, buses, and bicycles rather than cars. 

Result – More public convenience, citizen friendly 
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 London – Automated congestion pricing, City levies a surcharge on single 

occupancy vehicles – The daily fee could be paid before or on the day of travel through 

various means—online, by telephone or text message, at select shops and petrol stations, and 

by post. 

Result – Traffic fell by 20%, congestion 30%, 16% reduction in carbon emission in the city. 

Citizens switched to public transport. 83% rise in bicycle trips. 

 Dublin – Introduced IBM’s park ya app to find parking space 

 Hongkong– – “rail plus property mode”, metro stations are integrated with business centers 

and commercial complexes. 

 Barcelona- effective parking management and dynamic traffic facility. Traffic cameras 

provide real time information about congestion to end users and authorities. 

 Copenhagen– Transport systems are integrated with integrated ticketing system via Phone 

apps and SMS. It gives flexibility to user to choose its option efficiently. 

 Bogota’s TransMilenio systemuses Bus rapid transit in conjunction with pedestrian and 

cycle tracks to ease congestion, creating more jobs and increasing access to city-center. 

Urban Car management policy in Europe 

– France (Lyon, Grenoble, Montpellier) Free choice for choosing the model of public 

transport 

– Great Britain (Cardiff, Liverpool) Deregulation of public transport. 

– Italy (Bologna, Milan) entry of cars to city centre restricted 

– Switzerland (Bern, Zurich) use of cars restrained and public transport promoted. 

 School opening times arranged to avoid rush hour traffic 

 

Q) What are the components of an Intelligent Transport System (ITS)? Discuss the potential and 

challenges of adopting ITS in Indian cities. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Components of Intelligent Transport System (ITS) 

An Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) improves transportation safety and mobility and 

enhances productivity through the use of advanced communications technologies.  

The system include wide range of wireless and wire line communications based information and 

electronic technologies. 

1. traffic signal control – Smoother flow of traffic, Shorter waiting period is achieved – Algorithm 

based traffic light 
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2. transit management – Automatic vehicle tracking system, computer aided bus dispatch system 

to maintain correct timings 

3. e- fare payment – 

4. e – toll payment – Using RFID and other tags, reduces waiting period. Reduces vehicular 

emission 

5. incident management – Dynamic message signboards (intimate slow progress, accidents on 

the way, etc) 

6. traveler information services – through various platforms like TV, internet, social media to 

plan the trip etc 

7. emergency management services 

8. Railway crossing system 

Potentials of ITS 

1. Can be integrated into Smart city mission and AMRUT 

2. Reduces vehicular pollution, saves fossil fuel due to shorter distance, less traffic jams, time 

management 

3. Women safety – Through GPS tracking, CCTV monitoring and online surveillance through 

integrated monitoring system 

4. Improves quality of life – Reduces wastage of time in traffic jams, unavoidable routes, waiting 

in bus stations. 

5. Spillover effect – Smart phones, safety apps for women, travel planner —Boost tourism in 

India 

6. Reduces road accidents, better compliance of traffic rules, better fine collection and reduction 

of corruption in fine collection with the aid of CCTV cameras (Photo proof for traffic violation 

through CCTV) 

Challenges 

1. Shortage of funds – Extensive IT and electronic network needed for ITS 

2. Haphazardous growth of Indian cities, with mazes of roads without proper planning – 

Difficult to implement 

3. Under developed road network without last mile connectivity – Difficult to track vehicle time 

4. Digital divide – Majority of the people are not tech savvy, specially in semi urban areas 

5. Lack of coordination between department and stake holders – Difficult to achieve integration 

6. Pressure for maintaining status quo – Increased scrutiny of work after implementation of ITS, 

discourages the vested interests to promote and use them 
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7. Upgradation of IT infrastructure is necessary. Qualified personnel to manage is also lacking. 

Need training of personnel to implement ITS successfully. 

 

Q) In less than two decades, new viruses that were thought to have been controlled have re-emerged 

worldwide. Socially disadvantaged individuals and urban health inequities may help spread such 

diseases. Discuss how urbanization has contributed to outbreak of these diseases. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Urbanization and its contribution to the outbreak of these diseases 

1. Unsustainable and Unscientific waste management – Indian cities produce 0.14 

million tonnes of garbage every day, out of which 83% are collected and out of 83%, only 29% 

is processed, remaining wastes are dumped in the dumping yards unscientifically. 

Least importance is given to segregate the wastes like Dry, Wet, Biomedical, E waste etc. Wet 

wastes with rotting and moisture content provides perfect ecosystem for spread of vector borne 

diseases like Dengue, Malaria, JE etc. 

2. Improper drainage system – during rains floods the streets, underpasses and low 

lying areas (due to encroachment of lakes and wetlands for real estate) —– This provides perfect 

place for breeding of vectors for vector borne diseases 

3. Proliferation of Slums on the urban fringes – Slums with poor drainage facilities, 

improper sanitation and congested locations spreads the infectious diseases like H1N1 and 

H5N1 like forest fire, this together in association with congested public utilities like Bus 

services, local trains and public centers provide scope for rapid spread of the disease 

4. Urban centres are junctions of Globalization – These serves as connection points 

between different centers of the world —- Witness large floating population from diverse 

countries — Infectious diseases like EBOLA, MERS etc. has greater chance to spread from one 

city to another across the world —– Due to increased connectivity and footfall. 

5. Urban heat islands – creates optimum temperature for the proliferation of vectors which 

spread various infectious viral diseases 

6. Unscientific dumping of waste (unsegregated) waste in open landfills 

– Contaminates the groundwater through seepage and also pollutes the surface water bodies 

—– Poor, who consumes these polluted water, are more prone to infections and are more 

prone to lose immunity to diseases, which sets in motion a vicious cycle 

7. Lack of awareness among the poor (about common diseases like Diarrhea, flu) 

and lack of access to basic medical facilities superimposed by malnutrition and reduced 

immunity creates a pool of infected sources in urban areas, which are acting as vehicles to 

spread the disease throughout the city due to its interconnected and compact nature. 
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8. Improper disposal of infected medical wastes and lack of safety gears for waste 

collectors and rag pickers – subject them to secondary infections, which is then spread to 

larger population due to increased connectivity and population density in urban areas 

 

 

 

============================================================ 

Topic: Globalisation 

Q) In recent months, criticism against globalization is increasing from many quarters. Analyse these 

criticisms. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Limitation on growth – It has been described “uneven process” in Africa due to the global 

integration of some groups happening alongside the marginalization or exclusion of others. One 

example being conflict in Niger delta 

(conflict in the Niger Delta arose in the early 1990s over tensions between foreign oil 

corporations and a number of the Niger Delta minorit ethnic groups who feel they are being 

exploited, particularly the Ogoniand the Ijaw) 

Power of transnational corporations – It reached a stage where they can now rival many nation 

state. They are influencing policies to suit their needs, destroying domestic industries with their 

deep pockets 

They on one side securing land grants, electricity, water supply etc. from the government at very 

low prices in the name of FDI, but, on the other side, evading taxes through various means like 

investment from tax havens, round tripping, tax avoidance planning. 

(But, on the other side, they have improved the business models in developing countries with the 

infusion of new technology, administrative skills, marketing strategies, infrastructure facilities – 

For example, Indian domestic industry gained prominently from MNCs experience after 1991 

liberalization. They also infused sense of completion in the market, which promoted choice and 

increased efficiency) 

            Damage from MNCs 

1. Environmental effects – Unsustainable exploitation of natural resources, expansion of 

industries by destroying forests, flood plains. Pollution of rivers, air, ocean, soil (eg., Unilever 

Kodaikanal Mercury plant) 
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2. Occupational diseases – Due to poor labor regulation, poor safety workers are subjected to 

occupational diseases. 

(These are common to domestic industries as well, moreover, some MNCs follow best practices 

when it comes to the matter of Environment and Worker protection) 

Spread of invasive species 

1. Contagious diseases like Sars, Ebola, Flu spread from one part of the world to another due to 

global trade, tourism 

2. Invasive organisms – like weeds, exotic species are causing disturbance in the ecological 

balance. 

Social effects like, 

Growing inequality – Debate is between 99% (poor) and 1% elite class due to transnational 

corporations, exploitation of labor class due to poor regulations, monopolies, influence on 

government policies 

(On the other side, India and China could life millions out of poverty due to FDI, FII and liberal 

policies, which could not have been possible without globalization. Now, there is less poor, 

Malnutrition, incidence of diseases when compared to 1980s India, thanks to Globalization) 

Loss of traditional and local culture – Western food habit, dress style, houses are replacing fast 

the local culture. Many languages, customs have been vanishing due to the effects of Globalization 

(But, Globalization also promotes culture of other countries through cultural fests 

(Pandit,Ravishankar, Zakir Hussain), Indian cuisines are famous in western countries which helps 

to build soft power) 

Transfer of Pollution and environment degradation from developed countries to developing 

countries – Due to globalization and outsourcing of pollution intensive manufacturing industries 

from US, EU to China, India, Indonesia etc. 

(International cooperation is also there to promote renewable energy, MNCs in solar industry is 

making the renewable energy cheap in developing countries like India and China with their cutting 

edge technologies) 

Compromise on sovereignty – Due to globalization, supranational institutions like WTO, UN, 

IMF, WB are dictating terms to national governments to adopt policies that they found suitable. 

(They also brought reforms in the domestic polity Eg. Moving away from License, permit raj by 

India after 1991 due to IMF conditionality – India benefited) 

Moreover, bilateral investment protection treaties are taking away judicial powers of legitimate 

courts of the country. 

In totality, we have both negative and positive effect of Globalization. 
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==================================================== 

Topic: Social empowerment; Poverty and developmental issues 
 

Q) One of the major worries India grappling with is rural distress. How far has the 2016 budget 

addressed rural distress? Can it put agri-growth back on track, say, at 4 per cent per annum 

sustainably? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

 

Broad Definition of Rural distress 

Drought, Rainfed farming, Unpredictable monsoon, Lack of financial support, Failure of crop 

insurance schemes to protect farmers from uncertainties, Unsustainable agriculture on one side 

and unproductive, subsistence monsoon dependent agriculture on the other side, lack of cold 

storage, processing and transparent market (Failure of APMCs), lack of credit facilities to poor 

farmers, clutches of money lenders are causing Rural distress in General and Farmers suicides in 

particular 

Budget 2016, Efforts to reduce rural distress 

Allocation to agriculture is  Rs 35984 crores, 

Safety net against uncertainties 

1. Focus on Vulnerable sections through: Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana – Provides 

assured income and attracts Youth to take up agriculture and Reduces Rural Urban Migration 

and 

2. New health insurance scheme to protect against   hospitalisation expenditure – 

More disposable income in the hands of farmers, Increases investment in agriculture, 

increases productivity 

3. Facility of cooking gas connection for BPL families – Reduces indoor air pollution, 

increases standard of living, Reduces physical burden (Collection of fuel and firewood) 

Importance to Irrigation – Insurance against Monsoon uncertainties, increased 

profitability and productivity to farmers 

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana’ , 28.5 lakh hectares will be brought under irrigation 

Implementation of 89 irrigation projects under AIBP, which are languishing for a long 

time, will be fast tracked 

A dedicated Long Term Irrigation Fund will be created in NABARD with an initial 

corpus of about ` 20,000 crore 
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Programme for sustainable management of ground water resources with an estimated 

cost of ` 6,000 crore will be implemented through 3 multilateral funding (Sustainable Agriculture) 

5 lakh farm ponds and dug wells in rain fed areas and 10 lakh compost pits for production of 

organic manure will be taken up under MGNREGA 

Sustainable agriculture – Evergreen revolution 

1. Promote organic farming through ‘Parmparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana’ and ‘Organic Value Chain 

Development in North East Region’. 

Agriculture marketing and infrastructure and Finance 

Unified Agricultural Marketing ePlatform to provide a   common emarket platform for 

wholesale markets – Forces APMCs to upgrade to meet farmers marketing needs, Better price 

discovery 

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (increased to ` 19,000 crore). connect remaining 

65,000 eligible habitations by 2019 – ( Better Transportation of Agriculture produce, better price 

discovery) 

Interest subvention to reduce loan burden – 15000 crore 

(850 crore) Four dairying projects – ‘Pashudhan Sanjivani’, ‘Nakul Swasthya Patra’, ‘E-

Pashudhan Haat’ and National Genomic Centre for indigenous breeds – (Helps diversify 

Farming, assured income, increased sustainability – Reduce distress) 

RURAL SECTOR 

Allocation for rural sector – Rs 87,765 crore. 

Every block under drought and rural distress will be taken up as an intensive Block under the 

Deen Dayal Antyodaya Mission – 

A sum of ` 38,500 crore allocated for MGNREGS – Assured employment during lean 

season, insurance against uncertainties to landless laborers 

300 Rurban Clusters will be developed under the Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Rurban 

Mission –Prevents distressed Urban migration, better facilities. 

100% village electrification by 1 st May, 2018. 

62 new Navodaya Vidyalayas will be opened 

Education for talented rural children – Long term approach to fix problem of rural distress. 

Krishi Kalyan Cess, @ 0.5% on all taxable services,. Proceeds would be exclusively used for 

financing initiatives for improvement of agriculture and welfare of farmers 

Can it put agriculture growth at 4% 

These are progressive step to reduce rural distress, but, these alone cannot put Growth at 4% 

sustainably,. 
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We also need, 

1. Uniform APMC Reforms 

2. Modernization of Agriculture – Mechanization, adoption of Modern technologies, Green 

house technology, etc. 

3. Reforms in ICAR – KVK ———- Better extension, informed farmer – Sustainable agriculture 

4. Processing industries, warehousing, Cold chain, Agri export zones, Attraction of rural youth, 

Star ups in Agriculture, 

5. Easy credit (Present situation – Highly cumbersome procedure, no credit to non productive 

needs, mutual distrust between bankers and farmers) 

6. Value addition and supply chain for Agriculture produce – More income, profitable 

 

Q) “The problem when it comes to eradicating sustained rural poverty in India has never been 

entirely one of budgetary allocations. It is also one of capacity.” Comment on the statement and 

examine how capacity building should be done to alleviate rural poverty in India. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

Not an issue of budget – But capacity 

 Innovative ideas and methods – Functionaries in PRI – Lacking 

 Skill and training – Dedicated skilled workforce with motivation – Lacking 

 No integration and Partnership – NGO, Govt, Line agencies, Panchayath, People 

 Participatory approach – Social audit, RTI, Bottom up planning, Participatory rural appraisal 

 Monitoring and evaluation is faulty – PDS leakages up to 48% without monitoring, LPG 

leakages, UREA diversion to industrial uses instead of benefiting farmers 

How to alleviate poverty through capacity building of functionaries 

 Training – Pre employment and Post employment 

 Dedicated work force, who respect the idea of institution – for PRI, Municipalities 

 Partnership – of State, Centre, Local body, Local leader, Civil society, Private corporation to 

reach the desired end of eliminating poverty 

 Convergence – of Schemes, ideas, energy, ideology, resources 

 Schemes – MGNREGA – Non productive work – But, NRLM – SHG – Sustainable – Hence, 

Capacity building of the masses through innovative policy measures — Mere Consumption 

driven with out value and capacity addition is unsustainable 

 Proper monitoring – On the lines of PMO’s PRAGATI – Must be replicated to every state upto 

district level for real time monitoring and course correction 

Capacity building of the people 
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1. Insurance itself is not sufficient – But, Knowledge to escape from the risks through Extension 

programme must be formulated – Eg – Use of Drought resistant varieties, Drip irrigation, 

Market linkages to insure against uncertainties 

2. Vocational training suited to local needs — 

3. Education and Awareness creation – Farmers education on Right technology, Citizen 

awareness against Antibiotic resistance, Unhygienic environment and associated diseases like 

Dengue, Malaria, Cholera is an important capacity building tool 

4. Skill development – Instead of funding for employing unskilled labor (MGNREGA), effort 

must be made to Skill people (Skill India), Form SHG (NRLM), Farmer cooperative group, 

AMUL, Milk coop group 

5. Self employment – Youth to Agriculture and Processing, Start UP, MUDRA to fund the SME, 

NRLM, Women entrepreneurship, Promoting Entrepreneurship among SC, ST and other 

weaker sections through hand holding programmes 

6. Bridging Digital Divide, Empowerment using Internet, IT, ITES —- E- Health, E-Education 

   Sufficient budgetary allocation, fully equipped functionaries, proper programme monitoring, 

evaluation and feedback mechanism is the need of the hour. 

 

Q) It is argued that any Dalit movement, if it is actually going to address the needs of Dalits as a 

group, has to see itself as part of a class-wide movement. Do you agree? Critically comment. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu 

 

Class wide movement 

Dalit as a group, has to see itself as part of a class wide movement, because, 

Majority of Dalits are Landless laborers, Wage earners in rural areas and works in informal sector 

in Urban areas —- Class interest of this group is similar = Issues around living wages, Economic 

justice, Dignified work and work environment,  Basic access to Health, Primary education, PDS, 

Deserved subsidies, Government schemes (Which are exploited by Upper middle class usually), 

Proper assistance in atrocity cases, Overcoming from inhumane treatments like Manual 

scavenging, Bonded labor, Human trafficking, permanent escape from Indebtedness, Non 

availability of loans, Land alienation…. 

But, at present – Dalit Struggle represents only small section of Urban educated Middle class Dalit 

population — Narrow Issues like Reservation, Discrimination in colleges are taking importance 
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But, Class movement must not result in, 

1. Increased conflict with other classes and castes in a violent manner……… Which will turn into 

vicious cycle of mutual vengeance between class and castes — Which must be totally avoided 

2. Use of Class movement for Political ends —– Voting on the basis of cast lines, not on the lines 

of development agenda — Which instigates other groups to follow the suit —- Only to be 

played in the hands of vested political interests ———– Must be totally avoided to prevent 

further degeneration of political system and society 

But, Class movement must ensure, 

1. Sacrifice for the common good of the class as whole – Voluntary giving up of 

Reservation for the cause of poorer section of the group —- Eg. Son of a Dalit doctor, Dalit 

Politiian, Dalit Businessmen must give way the reserved space for the son of a Dalit landless 

labourer in the village, son of a hitherto manual scavenger or an urban wage earner ——– 

Level playing field —-Compassion, Empathy and Class solidarity and social justice must be 

exhibited otherwise, difficult to lift poor dalits out of poverty and oppression 

2. Class movement with Social boycott and non cooperation with groups who promote 

untouchability, discrimination on the basis of caste lines 

3. Class movement to reject Political masters who play cast card to further their interest. Class 

movement to promote the deserved development oriented politician, who take up the cause of 

the dalits on a larger scale 

4. Class movement to crowd fund Dalit entrepreneurs, to be successful amidst other classes – 

who in turn contribute to class as part of CSR to further class interest 

  

Q) It is argued that the cycle of communal hatred and violence can be stopped only by ending first 

the false equivalence between minority and majority communalism. Elaborate. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Because, 

Demand for equivalence between minority and majority communalism ignores the fundamental 

distinction between two types of communalism. 

Firstly, it equates the unequal things. 

Secondly, it participates in the increasing conflation of Hindu communalism with nationalism 

Distinctions between communalisms 

Minority communalism is ghettoized and mainly adversely affects its own people (Example, 

following sharia law curtails women rights triple talak for divorce, Polygamy etc.) it represent. 
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But, majority communalism affects the society at large including minorities. This is due to several 

factors, 

1. Majority population (80%) 

2. Major influence on vote bank politics, electoral process 

3. It sets the sociopolitical discourse to a direction that it wants, leaving minority community 

defense less (due to lack of voice) and ghettoize further 

4. It becomes dangerous if it becomes official ideology of the State (minority communalism 

cannot aspire to become ideological source for state due to low population strength) 

Jawaharlal Nehru once quotes: both Hindu and Muslim communalism are bad. “But Muslim 

communalism cannot dominate Indian society and introduce fascism. That only Hindu 

communalism can.” 

Hence, in all communal riots in any place of the country, majority killed are Muslims. Hence, it is 

counterintuitive for Muslims to provoke riots — Since, they end up at the receiving end. 

Hence, if Majority communalism is curbed, it stops the vicious cycle of communal hatred and 

violence, since, minority communalism has no incentive or intuition to promote communalism 

against majority community, since it does not possess required numerical strength and strength to 

influence sociopolitical discourse and also to influence electoral process. 

At the outset, communalism itself is evil, whether it is majority or minority. There cannot be 

milder (minority) or extreme (Majority) effects of communalism on society. Hence, only solution is 

to uproot the concept of communalism itself through various confidence building measures. 

These include promotion of inclusive growth, non discrimination on the basis of religion, wider 

consensus in legislations related to religious issues (Uniform civil code), confidence building 

measures, promotion of communal harmony. 

 

Q) To address agrarian distress, raising farm income is very important. How can it be done? Analyse. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Farm income can be raised and agrarian distress can be avoided by reforming the agriculture 

sector and its components. 

Components of Agriculture like Market, Extension, Technology, Credit, Food processing need to be 

reformed and to be properly funded with capital, technology and man power to make the farming 

as a viable profession. 

These include, 
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Technology integration – Sustainable and efficient technologies like Drip irrigation, fertigation, 

sprinkler irrigation – Saves lot of time, energy and water. More crop per drop. 

Mechanization – Use of tractors, harvesting machines – Saves labor cost 

Inputs – Use of drought tolerant varieties, pest and disease resistant varieties (to prevent risk of 

crop loss), high yielding varieties (in irrigated region), low cost high impact inputs like 

Vermicompost, Neem cake, Pongemia cake as manures will bring farm viability 

Proper grading, processing and value addition brings added income and reduces risk. 

Market – APMC acts of all the states need to be amended, National e Market system need to be 

developed. Transparent auctioning, grading, storage and primary processing facilities need to be 

provided. 

Promotion of contract farming, cooperative farming to eliminate middle men and to increase 

farmgate income 

Irrigation – Helps to reduce the risks associated with unpredictable monsoon. Improves yield and 

productivity, quality of produce – More assured income. Hence, irrigation needs to be expanded 

Extension – Educating the farmer about new technologies, farming practices and promoting new 

innovations in the agriculture field —— Insurance against ignorance, more informed decisions — 

Reduced risks —-Higher income 

Sustainable development – High cost external input based agriculture puts heavy burden on 

farmers, driving them to indebtness and agrarian distress. 

Hence, sustainable, low external input with high out put based systems like Organic farming, 

permaculture, use of vermicompost, fym, Neem cake and other organic cakes ——- Promotes 

sustainability and increases farm income 

Adoption of integrated farming system – Integration of cattle rearing, Silvipasture system, Goat 

rearing, fishery in the farm pond on the same land reduces the risk and provides assured income. 

It also helps in resource recycling. 

Food processing and value addition – increases the value of product, reduces wastage and 

fetches more income to the farmer 

Easy, accessible credit facility – to adopt new technologies and to use inputs as specified in 

package of practices (Reduces the dependence on money lenders) 

Crop insurance – to provide safety net and to encourage the farmers to adopt new technologies 

without hesitation 

Use of biotechnology – like virus free tissue culture plants, biofertilizers, bio pesticides to 

promote sustainable agriculture —– Long term sustainability and assured income 
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Q) A large number of the poor, the Dalits and people from the minority communities are languishing 

in jail as undertrials because of a property-based bail system and a poor legal aid mechanism. How 

can speedy dispensation of justice be ensured to these undertrials? Comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

In India, 67% jailed persons are undertrials, due to property based bail system and 

dysfunctional free legal aid with least accountability superimposed by ignorance and lack of 

awareness about the means to get bail, a significant number of poor, Dalits and minorities are 

languishing in jail as undertrials. 

            Speedy dispensation of justice can be ensured through the following measures, 

1. Fast track courts need to be strengthened 

2. Free legal aid to the poor (Under Article 39A and NALSA) also need to be strengthened and 

properly funded. Lawyers must be sufficiently paid according to their service to prevent 

complacency towards poor legal requirements 

3. Awareness campaigns must be conducted to create awareness about the rights of the 

undertrials, free legal aid etc. through radio, street plays, dramas, print media and counselling 

sessions 

4. Conducting Lok adalats for speedy trials of compoundable criminal cases —- Reduces the 

burden 

5. A dedicated national funds to provide bail services on good terms for needy extremely poor 

prisoners to provide equity in justice (Equity with rich people) 

6. India has 12 judges/million population, whereas USA has > 50/million. For speedy judicial 

system, we need to raise the proportion of judges per million population, which also reduces 

the burden on existing judges 

7. Release of undertrials under Section 436A of Crpc – Section 436-A says that undertrial 

prisoners, who suffered detention “during the period of investigation, inquiry or trial” for one-

half of their maximum imprisonment, should be released by the court on personal bond with 

or without sureties. (Here, fund must be established to support the poor undertrials to get 

released on bail) 

8. The state should engage competent legal aid lawyers, 

9. State has the primary duty of controlling crime – Which results in reduced undertrials 

 

 

Topic: World geography; Critical changes to geographical features 
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Q) “An emissions-reduction approach to fighting global warming is not enough. Alternative 

solutions involving climate engineering might have to be deployed sooner than we think.” What do 

you understand by climate engineering efforts? How can it act as alternative to emission-reduction 

approach to fight global warming? Explain. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Climate engineering is the deliberate and large-scale intervention in the Earth’s climatic 

system with the aim of limiting adverse climate change. 

Climate engineering efforts, 

Most climate engineering efforts can be divided into two categories  

1. Directed towards management of carbon 

2. Management of sunlight 

Alternative to emission reduction approach 

Only emission reduction approach to mitigate GHG emission is too risky and difficult to achieve, 

involves huge capital investment and compromise on growth among developing countries. Hence, 

climate engineering efforts need to be adopted along with conventional approaches wherever 

possible to limit the global warming within manageable levels. 

Efforts to manage carbon 

1. Carbon capture and storage (CCS), the carbon dioxide emitted by coal-fired power 

stations is recaptured by physically sucking it in and transporting it to sequestration in 

underground facility. 

(The first 115 MW CCS retrofitted coal power plant commenced operation at Boundary Dam in 

Canada in 2014. Co2 captured is transported and pumped into nearby oilfields for enhanced oil 

recovery (reduced Co2 emission 1 million ton/year). 

(CCS, if commercialized, helps in reducing the GHG emission, providing carbon space to 

developing countries (to provide electricity, fertilizers to farmers) to life them out of poverty at the 

same time committed to reduce GHG emission) 

2. Increasing the forest cover – To absorb atmospheric carbon. 

(More convenient, ecofriendly, approach with least or no side effects) 

3. Biochar – Biocharis produced by decomposition of carbon waste (Agri wastes) in the 

absence of oxygen. Used as soil amendment and in carbon sequestration. 

(Helps to reduce Co2 emission caused by crop waste burning and to adopt sustainable agriculture 

by using Biochar as soil amendment) 

4. Carbon air capture – Carbon dioxide directly captured from air 

(At rudimentary stage of research, can be employed in extreme uncontrolled situations) 
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5. Ocean fertilization – purposeful introduction of nutrients (Urea, Iron or Phosphorus)  to 

the upper ocean to increase marine food production and to remove carbon dioxide from the 

atmosphere 

(Even though, has wider scope, it is also associated with adverse side effects like imbalance in 

energy flow, imbalance in oceanic environment) 

Solar radiation management (SRM).  

Reduction of global warming by cutting down the heat absorbed by Earth from the sun 

Techniques inclue 

1. Marine cloud brightening 

2. Cirrus cloud manipulation and 

3. Stratospheric aerosol injection (SAI). 

 SAI, the boldest and most risky –  involves spraying into the stratosphere fine, light-coloured 

particles designed to reflect back part of the solar radiation before it reaches and warms the earth. 

(Could bring down temperature by 1C, helps save billions of dollars and at the same time provide 

carbon space for developing countries to lift millions out of poverty without concerning much 

about GHG emissions). 

(SAI has adverse side effects also, it may increase acid deposition  on earth and contribute to ozone 

layer depletion,  other adverse consequences are still unknown) 

4. Reflect the sun rays from surface – by increasing the reflectivity of the building 

5. Using mirrors on space to reflect rays without reaching the Earth. 

(These are at rudimentary stage of research) 

 

  

Q) What is floodplain? What is its ecological significance? Floodplains of some of India’s rivers are 

said to be under severe pressure from various anthropogenic activities. Examine these activities and 

their impact on floodplains. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

What is floodplain? 

Floodplain is an area of low-lying ground adjacent to a river, formed mainly of river sediments and 

subject to flooding during the period of high discharge. 

It includes the floodway, which consists of the stream channel and adjacent areas that actively 

carry flood flows downstream, and the flood fringe, which are areas inundated by the flood, but 

which do not experience a strong current. 

Ecological significance of floodplains 
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1. Flood protection – It provides river, the more room as it rises 

2. Most fertile land for Agriculture due to annual inundation– Supports large 

population 

3. Improves water quality – Acts as a natural filter when inundated (removes excess 

sediments and nutrients, without which it may suffer from Eutrophication). 

4. Natural recharge of Aquifer – Water slowdown in floodplain – more time for percolation 

and recharge — Ground water recharge, benefitting communities for quality drinking water, 

irrigation needs etc 

5. Increase biodiversity – Since flood plain is an ecotone (Transitional phase between river 

and terrestrial ecosystem), it supports rich biodiversity, facilitates wider adaptation 

6. Recreation and aesthetic functions – Outdoor recreational functions like, swimming, 

boating, bird watching, hiking are provided 

7. Carbon sequestration – Supports huge flora which also helps in fixing atmospheric carbon 

into the soil – Helps fighting Global warming. 

Anthropogenic activities and their impact on floodplain ecosystem 

1. Urbanization and land use changes – increase in  area  for  both  agricultural  and  non-

agricultural  use – diversion of flood plains for commercial purposes in an unsustainable 

way  (about  34,000  ha of  the  water  spread  area  of  the  Kolleru  lake in 

Andhra  Pradesh  have  been  reclaimed for agriculture in recent  years) 

(Result – 1. No protection from floods (Example, Chennai floods, no buffering effect), depletion of 

ground water, loss of biodiversity, Reduced capacity to filter water and associated water borne 

diseases due to pollution, 

2. Sand mining – Changing course of the river, increased threat of flooding in nearby areas, 

reduced ground water recharge and ground water depletion 

3. Agriculture and industrial pollution – Eutrophication, water borne diseases, toxicity of 

water bodies due to harmful algal blooms 

4. Construction of dams – Increased siltation in dams – Artificial floods may be caused 

sometimes 

5. Construction of artificial embankments and levees – Reduced silt load, reduced flood 

plain formation, increases the silt accumulation in river bed —– More prone to heavy flooding 

due to burst of artificial levees 

6. Organization of Socio religious events like Maha kumbha mela, and upcoming Art of 

living religious gathering permanently changes the floodplain landscape due to intrusive 

actions and development activities 
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(Delicate ecosystem is disturbed, biodiversity is threatened) 

 

Q) A recent United Nations report by Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystems 

Services (IPBES) has warned that the wild pollinators are declining, and their loss will imperil 

world’s food supply. Discuss the importance of wild pollinators, causes for their decline, their 

importance for India and measures to be taken to restore the integrity of pollinators. (250 Words) 

The Hindu 

Importance of Wild pollinators 

Wild pollinators play a very important role in the production crops such as some pulses, sunflower 

seeds, cardamom, coffee, cashew nuts, oranges, mangoes and apples (more than 20,000 species of 

pollinators including birds, bats and insects are involved in pollination activities) 

India is the major exporter of spices (Cardamom), Plantation crops (Coffee, Cashewnut) hence, 

these wild pollinators are playing an important role in ensuring prosperity of the country 

The annual economic value of the crops pollinated by animals worldwide is estimated to be 

between $235 billion and $577 billion (in 2015). 

Wild pollinators perform better than honeybees because they deploy a wider range of pollinating 

techniques, such as buzz pollination; they also visit more plants resulting in effective pollination 

Causes for their decline 

1. Indiscriminate use of non selective pesticides – Adversely affect the biology of the pollinators 

and even cause the death of whole colony of pollinators 

2. Fragmentation of habitats, loss of habitat and lack of access to food 

3. Pollution – Air pollution reduces the ability of the pollinators to trace the target plants 

4. Global warming and fluctuation in the seasonal temperature are affecting sensitive pollinators 

like Bats, Wasps, butterflies and honey bees etc. 

5. Food security, nutrition security and ecological sustainability 

Importance for India 

1. India is the major exporter of spices (Cardamom), Plantation crops (Coffee, Cashewnut) 

hence, these wild pollinators are playing an important role in ensuring prosperity of the 

country 

2. India has more than 20% of its area in the form of forests and substantial tribal population 

(8% of population) are dependent on minor forest produce for their livelihood which were 

serviced by wild pollinators — Hence, it is very important from the perspective of tribal 

development and normal ecological balance 

3. India need to increase pulse production and oil seeds production to reduce the dependence on 

Imports —— Can be achieved only through protection of wild pollinators 
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4. Ecological balance and sustainability 

5. Food security, nutrition security and ecological sustainability 

Measures to be taken to restore the integrity of pollinators 

1. Improvements in the science of pollination, 

2. Better land management, 

3. Strong regulations underlying pesticide use, and 

4. Restoration and protection of habitats for wild pollinators. 

5. Need for monitoring wild pollinators, and 

6. Need for strengthening the governance of natural assets. 

Monitoring of wild pollinators as part of monitoring ecosystem through — Indian Long Term 

Ecological Observatories (I-LTEO) 

  

 

Topic: Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) and in 

flora and fauna and the effects of such changes 
 

Q) It is said that the availability of freshwater is increasingly a defining strategic factor in regional 

and global affairs, and unless water resources are managed with extraordinary care, the 

consequences could be devastating. Illustrate with examples. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

It can be illustrative with following examples, 

1. Conflicts in the Middle East (disputes stemming from the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers among 

Turkey, Syria, and Iraq; 

2. the Jordan River conflict among Israel, Lebanon, Jordan and the State of Palestine) — 

conflicts revolve around scarce water resources. In Syria, civil war broke out after series of 

wars. 

3. In Africa (Nile River-related conflicts among Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sudan) – Conflict between 

Egypt and Ethiopia over the construction of Grand Ethiopian renaissance dam 

4. Central Asia (the Aral Sea conflict among Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan 

and Kyrgyzstan) ——-Environmental degradation of the Aral Sea in Central Asia has caused a 

loss of livelihoods and led to resource competition over water amongst the states sharing the 

basin 
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5. War in Drafur – The War in Darfur is a major armed conflict in the Darfur region of Sudan, 

began in 2003, between various rebel groups and the government. Centre of the conflict is 

water scarcity and discrimination against local groups. 

6. In India, Teesta water dispute with Bangladesh, Indus water dispute with Pakistan and 

Chinese unilateral construction of ROB dams on Brahmaputra are some of the conflicts 

Although water conflict is closely related to regional tensions and environmental degradation and 

mismanagement of water resource. Strong institutional commitment and cooperation can 

overcome water crisis. 

Some of the examples include, 

1. Indus water treaty survived two wars between India and Pakistan and successful in averting 

the conflicts related to the water sharing 

2. The Mekong Committee has also functioned since 1957 and survived the Vietnam War. 

3. Agreement between Canada and United states is another great example of water diplomacy 

 

Q) How do scientists attribute if an event, such as floods or cyclones,  is induced by climate change? 

With suitable examples, illustrate. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

In order to determine attribution, 

1. Scientists run climate models to simulate an event or 

2. They rely on the observational record from which they may estimate the statistical chance and 

magnitude of an extreme event. 

3. They study statistical relationship between different parameters which are related to each 

other 

Illustrations, 

Effect of Global warming on tropical cycle or Hurricane activity 

1. Statistical relationships between SSTs and Atlantic hurricanes 

Observed records of Atlantic hurricane activity show a correlation, on multi-year time-scales, 

between local tropical Atlantic sea surface temperatures (SSTs) and the Power Dissipation Index 

(PDI). PDI is an aggregate measure of Atlantic hurricane activity, combining frequency, intensity, 

and duration of hurricanes in a single index. Both Atlantic SSTs and PDI have risen sharply since 

the 1970s, and there is some evidence that PDI levels in recent years are higher than in the 

previous active Atlantic hurricane era in the 1950s and 60s. 

2. Analysis of century-scale Atlantic tropical storm and hurricane records 
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Existing records of past Atlantic tropical storm or hurricane numbers (1878 to present) show a 

pronounced upward trend, which is also correlated with rising SSTs.It can be correlated with 

climate change 

3. Model simulations of greenhouse warming influence on Atlantic hurricanes 

Developing a regional dynamical downscaling model for Atlantic hurricanes and testing it by 

comparing with observed hurricane activity since 1980. This model, when forced with observed sea 

surface temperatures and atmospheric conditions, can reproduce the observed rise in hurricane 

counts between 1980 and 2012, along with much of the interannual variability 

Other examples include, 

1. El Nino events and its effect on Monsoon patterns and other weather Changes in North 

America, South America and Australia 

2. Melting Glaciers – Resulting in rise in sea level 

3. IPCC findings – Increased heat waves and decreased cold days since 1950 

 

Q) In India it is scientifically proven that groundwater is overexploited and there is an urgent need 

to conserve it and use it judiciously. Why do you think its exploitation continues? What innovative 

measures would you suggest to use water judiciously? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Why exploitation is continuing? 

 We are extracting more than can be naturally replenished. 

 Electricity is supplied to farmers free of cost – Increased indiscriminate use of water 

 Poor adoption of water conservation strategies – Rain water harvesting, farm ponds, 

percolation pits, borewell recharge, raised bunds to stop the rain water are not employed, 

leading to more extraction than replenishment 

 Unsustainable industrial practices – Water intensive industries like Packaged drinking water, 

mineral water plant, Tannery, Distillery, brewery, soft drinks, paper and pulp, fertilizer, textile 

drying, textile printing industries etc. use ground water indiscriminately without adopting 

water conservation strategies like Recycling, water treatment facilities.  

Regulatory oversight is also poor —- Leading to rapid depletion of water 

 In Urban areas – Concrete roads, encroachment of lakes, unsustainable construction are 

leading to reduced rain water percolation, at the same time, increased population growth and 

water requirements —— Over exploitation of ground water 

 Use of water inefficient technologies for irrigation like Flood irrigation, basin irrigation, wet 

paddy cultivation of instead of Drip and sprinkler irrigation 

 Lack of awareness among the farmers 
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 Poor regulation, lack of initiative from government and authorities in enforcing strict 

legislations 

Innovative measures to use water judiciously, 

Agriculture 

1. Adoption of drip and sprinkler irrigation system for horticulture crops like Fruits, Vegetables, 

Plantation crops (PMKSY) – Saves more than 70% water, increases fertilizer use efficiency 

2. In Agriculture crops – SRI method in Rice, Aerobic rice (No need of wetlands) to conserve 

water. Breeding of water efficient and drought resistant crops – Conserves water 

3. Use of chemicals like Antitransparants, PUSA hydro gel which absorbs water and releases in 

the lean season may be employed 

4. Use of plastic, organic mulches to conserve moisture and to prevent evaporation 

5. Ground water recharge through soaking pits, borewell recharge, farm ponds, raising bunds to 

conserve moisture etc. 

6. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyothi Yojana for separation of feeder for Agriculture pumpsets 

– Replenishment of ground water with judicious use 

7. Use of vermicompost, FYM and other organic manure – Increases the water holding capacity 

of soil – Reduced need for irrigation, reduced ground water exploitation 

Industry 

1. Use of sustainable water management practices like Recycling, sewage treatment and water 

treatment — Reduces the dependence on ground water 

Domestic sector 

1. Sewage water treatment plants (STP) in commercial complexes and apartments 

 

 

Topic: Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries 

in various parts of the world (including India) 
 

Q) Examine the problems faced by India’s garment factories.  In recent years, countries such as 

Bangladesh and Vietnam have become hub for apparel manufacturing. Examine why. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

 

Problems faced by Indian garments factories 
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Size —–  Indian factories are too small (150 people), but, in Bangladesh, China and others — 

upto 4 times larger – Economy of scale — Easy for adoption of new machineries — Easy to service 

the delivery in right time as per commitment 

Policy problems – Stringent labour laws, Tedious custom clearance routines and other 

restrictive only in India regulations 

Threat of industry inertia – Popularity of garments shifting from Cotton to Manmade fibres – 

India less relevant if not adapted ————– Chinese fibres cheap —— But, Indian import duty —– 

High cost —– High production cost —– Low competitiveness 

Less value addition – China, Bangla, Vietnam, Turkey = Export of clothing > Export of Textile, 

but, India is reverse — Less value — Less revenue. 

Less efficient Indian ports – Below China’s capacity (has world’s largest ports), India – 

Mumbai – in 30s – Competitive disadvantage 

Low wages, High competition from Bangladesh – Due to lax labor laws, low wage pool – 

Competitive edge — Loss 

Non availability of timely loan – Majority are SME, Difficult to raise loans 

Weakening global demand – Slowdown in world demand, Reduced export – Threat to 

sustainability 

Infrastructure bottlenecks – Frequent power cut, Transport problems till shipment, 

Procedural issues at port, 

Trade Pacts – Entry of Vietnam into TPP – Free trade – Competitive advantage against India 

  

Problems of workers 

1. Safety is not followed – Absence of fire extinguishers, overtime work, occupational diseases 

like Pneumonia, Bronchitis due to absence of protective masks, less awareness creation 

Bangladesh Vietnam – Hub reasons, 

1. Bangladesh – Cheap labor, Vast labor force, Lax labor laws and social security measures, Large 

factories (Economy of scale) – Low cost of production 

2. China, Indonesia, Turkey – Improved machineries, Economy of scale, High port capacity , 

Less regulation at ports, Easy availability of raw materials (artificial fibres) — Value addition 

with more garment export 
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