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GS - I 

Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 

from ancient to modern times. 

Q) Critically comment on the way the Bharat Mata has been depicted in paintings from the 

time of Swadeshi movement to present times. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background : 

 During the Swadeshi movement and the agitation to annul the 1905 partition of 

Bengal, the idea of India and Bengal as a mother goddess was used widely in the 

popular realm.   

 Abanindranath Tagore,  father of modern Indian painting, created what was probably 

the first pictorial representation of Bharat Mata in 1905, which was widely 

reproduced and used in the Swadeshi movement. 

Positives : 

 As India’s struggle for independence progressed, nationalist heroes were 
incorporated into pictures, shown as standing next to the “mother” with a lion 
symbolizing courage and valour. 

 The depiction of the image of bharat mata was very significant during freedom 
struggle as it mobilised the whole nation together against the British . 

Negatives: 

 In the 1920s, Bharat Mata’s representations took on sharper political overtones and 

later it took religious overtones as well . 

 That Aurobindo considered Bharat Mata worthy of nine-fold worship is a good 

indicator as to how the image of India as a mother goddess had already taken root in 

1905. That in 2016, a Muslim MLA was punished for not chanting a slogan for 

“Bharat Mata” shows just how far popular Hindu nationalism has become. Not only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/15/1-critically-comment-way-bharat-mata-depicted-paintings-time-swadeshi-movement-present-times/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/15/1-critically-comment-way-bharat-mata-depicted-paintings-time-swadeshi-movement-present-times/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/bharat-mata-more-benign-2853150/
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does it achieve a Hindutva imagining of India, it also casts Muslims as a community 

who are unable to partake of this form of patriotism. 

 In India, the explicitly theocratic image of Bharat Mata actually produced communal 

divisions and religion based politics not unity . 

 The theatrical literalism of this image coupled with its ubiquity through national 

propaganda and sloganeering bids to turn the virtual into the real by objectifying a 

monolithic Hindu cultural imaginary.  

 

Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues  

Q) Critically assess the contribution made by Dr Ambedkar in making the Indian Constitution. 

(200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Positives : 

 It is important to restate that it is because of Ambedkar that India has today a 

Constitution which defines India in terms of its diversity, secularism and plurality.  

 He took the burden of the whole drafting committee on his shoulders and was the 

main reason to finish the constitution on time . 

 Constitution provided constitutional guarantees and protections for a wide range of 

civil liberties for individual citizens, including freedom of religion, the abolition of 

untouchability and outlawing all forms of discrimination. Ambedkar argued for 

extensive economic and social rights for women, and also won the Constituent 

Assembly’s support for introducing a system of reservations of jobs for members of 

the SC and ST. 

  Ambedkar kept the clauses of the Constitution flexible so that amendments could 

be made as and when the situation demanded.  

 He provided an inspiring Preamble to the Constitution ensuring justice, social, 

economic and political, liberty, equality and fraternity. The creation of an egalitarian 

social order, however, remains an unfulfilled wishful thinking to this day. 

 The Preamble of the Indian Constitution echoes the principles of parliamentary 

democracy. 

 did great service to the nation by proposing the institution of a unified judicial 

system and common All India Services with a view to strengthen national unity and 

integrity. 

 secular sentiments of the constitution are the refulgent of his liberal and all-

assimilative mindset. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/14/1-critically-assess-contribution-made-dr-ambedkar-making-indian-constitution/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/14/1-critically-assess-contribution-made-dr-ambedkar-making-indian-constitution/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/ambedkar-constitution-narendra-modi-govt-2851111/
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 Ambedkar demonstrated his will to reform Indian society by recommending the 

adoption of a Uniform Civil Code Which India is very keen about now . 

Negatives: 

 To start with he was not in favour of the Constituent Assembly for framing free 

India’s Constitution  

His main criticism is regarding the uncertain nature of provisions about  reservation in the 

constitution which is creating rift in the society now. 

 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions 

from different parts of the country 

Q) How did national movement for independence shape India’s foreign policy? Examine. (200 

Words) 

The Hindu (Not Directly Related) 

Indian national movement shaped the India’s foreign policy in the following ways: 

 It gave stimulus to the national movement for freedom, which in turn led to India’s 

support for the freedom of dependent peoples all over the world. India showed 

empathy to the regions which languished in the civil war like the regions in Africa, 

Palestine etc. 

 The humiliation and suffering experienced by Indians due to the British racialism 

made the leaders of independent India to strongly oppose racialism even in other 

parts of world like the apartheid movement in South Africa. 

  India’s historic association with the British rule obliged independent India not to 

snap all of its ties with Britain to avoid practical difficulties. The imperatives of 

India’s continued association with the Commonwealth of Nations headed by Britain 

were clearly outlined by the Indian leaders. 

 The Haripur Congress resolution (1935): 

o outlined India’s world-view thus: free India will gladly associate itself with such 

an order and stand for disarmament and collective security. 

 Non alignment: 

o With the West, India shared such values as dignity of individual and sanctity 

of civil liberties, democratic political institutions, the rule of law, and modern 

technology.  

o At the same time, it appreciated the Soviet emphasis on distributive justice 

and its stand against colonialism and racialism, as also its Asia mindedness.  

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform_Civil_Code
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/23/1-national-movement-independence-shape-indias-foreign-policy-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/23/1-national-movement-independence-shape-indias-foreign-policy-examine/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/finding-the-centre/article8761782.ece
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o India, therefore, refused to align with any power bloc and resolved to 

cooperate with both of them in furtherance of its own ideals and interests. 

o In 1946 Jawaharlal Nehru said India’s foreign policy would rest on eight pillars: 

non-alignment with “power groups” was the third. 

 In the sphere of foreign relations, the tolerant and pluralistic outlook of the Indian 

mind made it to react instinctively against the politics of the Cold War characterised 

by intolerance and against the claims of the two blocs that they alone had the 

monopoly of truth and virtue. Instead, India chose to purse a policy of peaceful co-

existence and friendship towards all countries. 

 This has been the basis of India’s emphasis on the peaceful settlement of disputes 

through negotiations. The essence of India’s approach has been that to achieve a 

lasting result, an attempt should be made to see that neither of the parties engaged 

in a conflict suffers significant loss. This is how Gandhi tried to resolve India’s 

domestic tension as well as to secure freedom for India. 

Topic: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

Q) On this day — June 30 — 30 years ago, the Mizo Peace Accord was signed. Critically discuss 

the significance of this Accord for India and Mizoram. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 
Mizo Accord was signed between the Mizo National Front and the Government of India on 
June 30, 1986. 

The MNF was a secessionist movement to protest against the negligence and indifference 
of the Government of India to the people of Mizoram at the time of a severe famine during 
the late 1950s.Its provisions included: 

 Handing over of all arms, ammunition, and equipments to the Central Government. 

 Preparation for settlement and rehabilitation of underground personnel. 

 Conferment of Statehood on the Union Territory of Mizoram. 

 The State will be at liberty to adopt any one or more language for official purposes 

 Establishment of a separate university for the state. 

Unlike other peace accords or ceasefire pact signed with various other militant groups in 
the Northeast which usually end up breeding more disgruntled armed groups instead of 
restoring lasting peace, the Mizo Peace Accord has worked splendidly well in bringing back 
lasting peace to the state. 
However questions are being raised whether the government has fulfilled all the 
commitments it had made in the accord to facilitate all round development of the tiny state 
that has few sources for internal revenue generation. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/30/1-day-june-30-30-years-ago-mizo-peace-accord-signed-critically-discuss-significance-accord-india-mizoram/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/30/1-day-june-30-30-years-ago-mizo-peace-accord-signed-critically-discuss-significance-accord-india-mizoram/
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/mizo-accord-congres-mizoram-insurgents-mizo-accord-anniversary-2884305/
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 Matters like unemployment, mass exodus to cities, rehabilitation of former MNF 
rebels and facilitate border trade have been fulfilled partially, but much is yet to be 
done to tap the real potential of the state in respect of tourism, ethnicity, and 
horticulture etc sectors. 

The way forward would be full implementation of the accord with all inclusive participation 
of stakeholders. 
 

Topic: History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, 

world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization, political 

philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect on the society. 

Q) “Today’s nuclear world is very different from the bipolar world of the Cold War dominated 

by nuclear rivalry between the U.S. and the Soviet Union, the two superpowers.” Elaborate 

the statement and comment on the existing challenges in making the world go nuclear-free. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Elaboration of the statement : 

 The focus is inexorably shifting from the Euro-Atlantic to the Asia-Pacific, a more 

crowded geopolitical space.  

 The number of nuclear players has grown, and asymmetry in doctrines and 

arsenals makes the search for security more elusive.  

 Outer space and cyber space have become new domains of contention even as 

missile defences and conventional precision strike capabilities blur the threshold 

between conventional and nuclear weapons. 

Challenges: 

 The New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) concluded with Russia limiting 

both countries to 800 launchers and 1,550 warheads each was concluded in 2010 

after which the dialogue has stalled.  

 Gains of the Nuclear Security initiative which US launched with a summit in 2010 and 

concluded with another summit earlier this year were limited to the securing of and 

restricting the civilian use of highly enriched uranium (HEU) and plutonium so that 

it does not fall into terrorist hands. 

  On the other hand, the U.S. has announced ambitious plans to spend $1 trillion for 

modernisation of its nuclear arsenal over the next three decades. In a Nuclear 

Posture Review, the U.S. has maintained the right of “first-use” of nuclear weapons 

though limited to “extreme circumstances”. 

 The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) nuclear programme and the 

deployment of tactical nuclear weapons by Pakistan are the worrying aspects of the 

current global nuclear threat.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/01/1-todays-nuclear-world-different-bipolar-world-cold-war-dominated-nuclear-rivalry-u-s-soviet-union-two-superpowers-elaborate-state/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/01/1-todays-nuclear-world-different-bipolar-world-cold-war-dominated-nuclear-rivalry-u-s-soviet-union-two-superpowers-elaborate-state/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/01/1-todays-nuclear-world-different-bipolar-world-cold-war-dominated-nuclear-rivalry-u-s-soviet-union-two-superpowers-elaborate-state/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/01/1-todays-nuclear-world-different-bipolar-world-cold-war-dominated-nuclear-rivalry-u-s-soviet-union-two-superpowers-elaborate-state/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-hiroshima-touchstone/article8674453.ece
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o Since 2006, North Korea has conducted four nuclear tests, the latest in 

January, claiming it as a hydrogen bomb.  

 The NPT has had not much impact on nuclear arms reductions. Its limitations are 
apparent in that it recognises only five nuclear weapon states (the U.S., Russia, the 
United Kingdom, France and China) but is unable to deal with the reality of India, 
Pakistan, Israel and North Korea’s weapon programmes. 

  Meanwhile, India and Pakistan are building up their stockpiles in an ongoing arms 
race.  

 plans for a terrorist attack using nuclear material by the Islamic State group have 
surfaced. 

Even Japan, which has advocated against these weapons as the only country to have 

experienced atomic bombings, is caught between its ideals and its dependence on the U.S. 

nuclear umbrella.  

Q) Examine why US dropped nuclear bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Do you agree that 

dropping bomb on Nagasaki after Hiroshima was a wanton act? Critically comment. (200 

Words) 

Livemint 

Reasons why US dropped nuclear bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki:- 

 Japanese ignoring Potsdam declaration outcome: 

o The United States called for the unconditional surrender of the Japanese 

armed forces in the Potsdam Declaration in 1945 the alternative being 

"prompt and utter destruction". The Japanese response to this ultimatum was 

to ignore it. 

 The signals the Japanese were sending that they were prepared to surrender were 

missed or ignored by America.  

 The United States wanted to limit its own casualties by forcing Japan to surrender 

as quickly as possible.  

 To show US Superiority: 

o The geopolitical logic of the nuclear bombings was to establish US primacy in 

the postwar global order.  

o More fundamentally, the use of a technological discovery to incinerate 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki was made possible by a widely prevalent political-

military culture at that time that regarded civilian massacres as a legitimate 

tool of warfare.  

o Also US wanted to measure the bomb’s effectiveness. 

 Soviet Union: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/03/1-examine-us-dropped-nuclear-bombs-hiroshima-nagasaki-agree-dropping-bomb-nagasaki-hiroshima-wanton-act-critically-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/03/1-examine-us-dropped-nuclear-bombs-hiroshima-nagasaki-agree-dropping-bomb-nagasaki-hiroshima-wanton-act-critically-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/03/1-examine-us-dropped-nuclear-bombs-hiroshima-nagasaki-agree-dropping-bomb-nagasaki-hiroshima-wanton-act-critically-comment/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/CkuD4ZfZYR9jAoytPqsg0L/The-burden-on-the-USs-conscience.html
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potsdam_Declaration
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mokusatsu
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o At the Yalta-Conference in 1945 the Soviet Union secretly agreed to join the 
war against Japan within three months of Germany's surrender.  

o The United States wanted to force Japan to surrender before the Soviet Union 
could enter the war to secure a stronger political position after the war.  

o In this respect, Hiroshima and Nagasaki may have been the first shots of the 
Cold War as well as the final shots of World War II.  

 Why Hiroshima? 
o By the end of the war, most of Japan's major cities had been destroyed by U.S. 

air attacks. Hiroshima was still intact. The reasons Hiroshima was chosen as 
the target for the A-bombing are assumed to be the following. 

o The size and the shape of the city was suited to the destructive power of the 
A-bombs. Because Hiroshima had not been bombed, ascertaining the effects 
of the A-bomb would be relatively easy.  

o Hiroshima had a high concentration of troops, military facilities and military 
factories that had not yet been subject to significant damage.  

o Hiroshima and Kokura had their industrial and urban areas concentrated on 

relatively flat ground ideal for the intense blast pressures produced by an 

atomic bomb.  

Dropping Bomb on Nagasaki: 
No it's not a wanton act : 

 When the bombing of Hiroshima yielded no surrender or even a response from the 
Japanese rulers, Fat Man was unloaded on Nagasaki three days later, a doubling-
down. 

 Revisionists argue that it was the ending of the non-aggression pact between the 
Soviet Union and Japan that was the real trigger for a Japanese surrender and it was 
enough without the dropping of atomic bombs to bring it about.  

 If Japanese dint surrender more number of military strikes were ready to break 
Japan . 

 It was revenge for the pearl harbour strikes  
Yes it's a wanton act : 

  The devastation wrought at Hiroshima was not sufficient to convince the Japanese 
War Council to accept the Potsdam Conference's demand for unconditional 
surrender. 

 Was less than three days enough time for the Japanese to assess what had happened 
to Hiroshima. 

 Experts feel the second bomb dropped on Nagasaki  was almost 
certainly unnecessary. 

 The first is the standard, “official” version — the second bomb was necessary to 
prove that the United States could manufacture atomic weapons in quantity 
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 They could have demonstrated the atomic bomb's power on a deserted area of 
Japan rather than killing hundreds of thousands of people. 

Q) Critically analyse the legacy of Mikhail Gorbachev. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

BBC 

Background: 

Recently he celebrated his 85th Birthday.This reminds the world about the legacy he left 

behind for Russia.  

Positives : 

 There was acute awareness of the Soviet Union's economic woes during his rule. Its 

people lived frustrating lives, faced with constant shortages. Educated, civilised 

people had to go to extraordinary lengths to find food and clothes for their families. 

 He was deeply convinced that whatever the Soviet Union was, it was not "socialist" 

in his definition and he wanted to make it more humane and democratic. 

 He was the key instrument in ending the division of Europe into two ideologically 

opposed camps. 

 He brought reforms in the form of 

o Glasnost which brought startling cultural developments different than from 

the Stalin rule ,gave more freedom for the media,educated public opinion and 

mobilized support for new policies 

o Perestroika: 

 allowed more independent actions from various ministers and 

introduced some market reforms bring in more democratization. 

 Both these policies helped to jettison the worst repressions of the 

communist system.  

 He led the way, albeit haltingly, toward free speech, free enterprise and 

open borders. 

 Economic reforms: 

o Small scale private enterprises were allowed to operate 

  to provide competition to the slow and inefficient services provided by 

the state 

 To provide alternative employment  

o Law on state enterprises: 

 removed the central planners total control over raw 

materials,production ,quotas and trade and made factories work to 

orders from customers. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/03/2-critically-analyse-legacy-mikhail-gorbachev/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/gorbachev-both-reviled-and-revered-in-russia/article8683624.ece
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/4339175.stm
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Negatives : 

 The society at large blames him for losing the Soviet empire and leaving them 
citizens of a second-class country. 

o Glasnost and Perestroika encouraged the different nationalities with in the 
Soviet union for more powers for their parliaments and more independence 
from Moscow. 

o This ultimately led to split of the Soviet union. 

 Economic reforms he brought in did not show results quickly enough. 
o Law on state enterprises put excessive pressure on government to print more 

money resulting in high inflation and budget deficit. 

Q) “Direct votes on issues like trade rules or immigration policy will gut Europe’s 

representative democracy, just as direct votes on membership threaten to gut the EU itself.” 

Do you think referendum which are taking place in Europe are a dangerous trend? Critically 

examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 
The Scotland first vote on independence, followed by Brexit referendum and now the Brexit 
referendum signal a new trend in which power is being rested with the public to decide on 
important policy decisions which may have a long lasting affect on future. Such surge in 
referendums are steps in the right direction:- 

Sense of direct democracy 

Sense of responsibility:- With the people having the power to decide for themselves , it fills 
them with a sense of responsibility and raises their stakes in the system 

But such a trend of direct votes is dangerous one:- 

1. Undermines the representative form of democracy:- In a Representative democracy 
people have rested their faith in the elected representatives to act on their behalf 

2. Narrow Political issues:- Opposition parties in order to counter the government of 
the day, arise the public on such matters deliberately 

3. Possibility of an immature public:- As has been seen in the recent Brexit referendum 
, most of the literate public had voted to Remain in the EU as against the uneducated 
ones. So it might be a possibility that the citizens of today are not mature enough to 
take such decisions. 

4. Spurt of referendums:- eg People not happy with the Brexit outcome (like Scotland) 
want another referendum. So according such informal credence to the decision of 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/27/2-direct-votes-issues-like-trade-rules-immigration-policy-will-gut-europes-representative-democracy-just-direct-votes-membership-threaten-gut-eu-think-re/
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the vote, tends to undermine it and make the entire process futile wasting the time 
and money resources. 

No doubt, this process is a step ahead but it should be reserved for crucial matters only and 
its results should be accepted unanimously. 
 

Topic: Decolonization; Redrawal of national boundaries 

Q) How did decolonization process affect national identities of nations and states in Asia? 

Examine. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Effects: 

Negatives: 

 Neo-colonialism by Western Europe and USA still exerted a great deal of control 

over the new States which continued to need the markets and the investment that 

the west could provide. 

 The European colonial powers arbitrarily drew borders through indigenous peoples' 

territories, setting the stage for post-independence conflicts. 

o Frontiers of nations are often forced by the west like the ongoing conflict in 

Syria is partly because of Sykes Picos agreement in west Asia  

o Similarly the Sir Creek issue of India and border disputes in the region is partly 

because of the Britain failure in drawing the national boundaries . 

 Insecurities among different ethnic people and religion caused friction between 

different communities like divide and rule of British in India led to Hindu Muslim 

divide etc 

 In most cases the governments which took over were run by the local political elite 

groups so there was no social revolution and no guarantee that ordinary people 

would be any better off. 

o The western governments disapproved the communist policies or socialist 

policies of these government by cutting off the aid or helping destabilise the 

government like indo China region, Indonesia , East Timor etc 

 Some countries like Iran despite not being directly colonised were having pro 

western governments 

 population resettlements  

o  The Zionist Jewish resettlement of Palestine was the relocation of Jews in 

Palestine after the Balfour Declaration. The Palestinians were also displaced 

from the hostilities of the Arab-Israeli war.    

Positives : 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/25/4-decolonization-process-affect-national-identities-nations-states-asia-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/25/4-decolonization-process-affect-national-identities-nations-states-asia-examine/
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 Now the new nations and states had much more control over what went on inside 

their frontiers and social services were being improved . 

 

Topic: Salient features of Indian society- Communalism; Social empowerment 

Q) What do you understand by sanskritisation? What are the hurdles faced by lower castes 

in India in their path of mobility? Critically discuss. (200 Words) 

EPW 
Sanskritisation: 

 The concept of sanskritisation was popularised by Indian sociologist M N Srinivas.  

 According to him, through the process of emulating the higher-caste ways of life, 

the lower castes attain upward mobility in the scale of caste hierarchy and bring 

about change in their status position. Such a course of action on the part of the 

lower castes he termed sanskritisation.  

 low Hindu caste changes its customs, rites, rituals, ideology and way of life in the 

direction of high and frequently twice-born castes. This has paved the way for 

mobility to occur within caste system. 

Hurdles faced by lower castes in India in their path of mobility : 

 the inbuilt caste prejudices and biases tend to devalue and degrade the 

achievements of the lower segments of the society leading to the loss of their 

integration and forced segregation.  

 As long as endogamy and hierarchy continue to exist, there arises no question of 

upgradation or degradation of a caste as they act as strong obstacles  to the very 

process of mobility . 

 Mobility through sanskritisation in a caste context generates a sort of social friction. 

While seeking upward mobility it questions the superiority of the upper castes so a 

kind of social dissonance flares up between the mobilising caste and the castes above 

it. 

 As caste system is entrenched in India despite occupational mobility they face strong 

social stigma and alienation from the upper castes and the society . 

 The upper castes get insecure about the reservation system given to the backward 

communities and demand the same for them giving rise to conflict . 

 Inter caste marriages where Dalits were involved especially in the state of Tamil 

Nadu has led to killings of the caste members leading to law and order situation  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/18/1-understand-sanskritisation-hurdles-faced-lower-castes-india-path-mobility-critically-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/18/1-understand-sanskritisation-hurdles-faced-lower-castes-india-path-mobility-critically-discuss/
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However the situation has been changing in the modern India due to many reasons: 

 Lower castes are playing a significant role in politics like yadavs in Uttar Pradesh . 

 Due to reservation policy many of the lower castes have gained significant mobility  

 Education helped the assimilation of lower castes into the society very well especially 
in the urban areas where segregation of children according to castes is not done . 

 Governmental policies have been increasingly trying to ensure mobility to these 
communities as seen in startup india program as well. 

 Also with western and global influence the differences have been reducing. 

 The advent of democracy and decentralised politics in the form of the three-tier 
Panchayati Raj system, witnessed politics carried down to the grass-root level which 
gave opportunities for the lower caste people to take part in the decision making 
process. 

Q) Dominant castes are asking for reservations today. Do you think inclusion of their castes 

in OBC list will help address their problems? Why some castes want reservations to be 

abolished? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Background: 

 In the recent incidents Marathas, Patels, Jats, Kapus and others are asking for 

reservations today, preferably through their recognition as Other Backward Classes. 

 Does inclusion of dominant caste in OBC list help address their problems ? 

Yes:- 

 Central government policies after globalization and economic reforms:- 

 The policy changes adopted by the central government which later percolated 

down to the state and district levels, have generated atmosphere of uncertainty 

for some of these upper caste which were engaged In trade or manufacturing 

process which became obsolete or some of the agriculture produce become 

unviable due to changing market conditions an new liberalized economic policies 

adopted by union government over the years. 

 These classes of people realized during survival struggle that if you want secure 

government jobs you can get it only if one belongs to the reserved category. 

 This combination of factors 

 social forwardness with economic backwardness; 

 extreme status anxiety; 

 resentment about reservation-driven mobility of lower castes; and 

 an awareness of their own electoral clout — drives poorer Jats or Patidars into 

movements demanding reservation. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/24/1-dominant-castes-asking-reservations-today-think-inclusion-castes-obc-list-will-help-address-problems-castes-want-reservations-abolished-critically/
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 They demand reservation because they are confident that they can not only bend 

the state to their will, but also ensure that no one dares to mock them as “quota-

walas”.  

 The upward mobility of SC’s show the dominant castes that because of reservation 

even they can benefit .For instance because of reservation they have chances of getting 

into a better educational institution or so. 

 Today, the backward or left-behind sections of ruling castes like Patidars or Jats find 

themselves faced with an unbearable gap between their sense of caste entitlement 

and their actual material circumstances. Since the past decade, this frustration is being 

channelled into demands for reservation. 

 ruling caste demands for reservation are actually an expression of repressed impotent 

rage against an economic system that has stoked expectations but done little to 

enable fulfilment. Perhaps these state-centric agitations point to a deeper global crisis 

in political language that disables us by treating the economy as though it is a force of 

nature rather than a human creation. 

No: 

 Reservation in government jobs may not be the right solution for the dominant 
castes because an increasingly large percentage of these jobs are occupied by 
contract workers who earn at least twice less than the directly employed ones. 

  some studies show that upper castes job problem has much to do with the hiatus 
between their expectations and their skills: They want good jobs but   Quality is 
deteriorating day by day. 

 Unemployment problem: 
o protests are manifestations of India’s slow, inadequate job-creation and a 

failing education system creating thousands of “unemployable” graduates 
o India needs 23 million jobs annually, according to a Kotak Securities report, but 

over the last 30 years, the country has created about 7 million jobs every year. 

 One of the ways of dismantling the quota raj is to ensure that the reserved category 

certificate is not a currency that is hoarded by groups who no longer need it. This 

involves periodic recertification into the reserved category.  

 Appeasement tactics used by the Gujarat government are mostly ineffective; they 

will neither reduce options for middle-income Indians nor will they really expand 

benefits for the poor among forward castes. 

 Moreover, the demands for expansion of reservation have little to do with the poor 

among the so-called “general” category. Most of these demands are emerging from 

angry young men — many of them with college education — among agriculturalist 

communities that have historically held considerable political clout 
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o This poses a problem for the state as well as it creates lot of bad blood among 

communities affecting peace and harmony 

 Under the Constitution, the government can only provide reservations for socially 

and educationally backward groups, not use it as an instrument for economic uplift 

o There will be very few who will be excluded which makes no sense like the 

Gujarat parodies quota of 10 % with income limit of 6 lakh only 5% ppl will be 

excluded.. 

 patchwork implementation, particularly for the OBC classification that is currently in 

place, makes little sense and leaves room for powerful lobbies to unite around 

demands for inclusion. 

 Below Poverty Line (BPL) cards gives us reason to be wary. The IHDS survey found 

that in 2011-12, only 50 per cent of the poor had a BPL card while nearly a third of 

the non-poor had BPL cards. Almost all observers agree that identifying the poor is a 

difficult task resulting in errors of both inclusion and exclusion. This is particularly 

the case when incomes are growing rapidly and a household that is poor in one year 

may well climb out of poverty the following year. So focussing on just the poor 

among the general category may be more difficult than we anticipate. 

Why some castes want reservation to be abolished ? 

 Because of the challenges they are facing on the job market.  
 Huge difference between private and public sector wages : 

o On average, in 2011-12 daily earnings were almost 2.5 times higher in the 
public sector at Rs 945 against Rs 388 in the private sector. 

 As reservation is there in government sector forward castes feel they are losing the 
benefit to get jobs because of the competition. 

 because of the advantages reservations give to OBCs and upper castes don't accrue 
the benefits. 

 Large misconception that OBCs have taken away many jobs as is suggested by the 
quota of 27 per cent that is supposed to go to them at the Centre and in most 
states. In fact, a quarter of a century after the upholding of the Mandal 
Commission recommendations by the Supreme Court, this quota remains less than 
half filled at the Centre.  

Q) Do you think today’s India is still haunted by communal seeds sown by the British and their 

divide and rule politics? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Yes,India still has communal seeds sown during British period: 

 Political: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/25/1-think-todays-india-still-haunted-communal-seeds-sown-british-divide-rule-politics-critically-comment/
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o politicians had played a major role in spreading this poison deeper for serving 

their own vote bank politics. 

o policy of appeasement, selection of candidates on the basis of community, 

sect, sub-sect and caste, and flaring up religious sentiments at the time of 

elections, led to the rise of communalism.   

 Recent incidents Dadri lynching, love jihad, recent uproar about the 346 Hindu 

families moved out of kairana village in UP because of threatening from Muslim 

community Bangalore in 2012, with respect to people from North eastern states, 

which was stimulated by a rumour, all these show insecurities still exist  

 Ample evidence to suggest that whenever incidents of terror took place in India, very 

frequently, innocent Muslim youth were randomly picked up by the security forces. 

 Socio economic conditions of India, though after independence has improved 

challenges exist in front of Indian society, which are becoming threat for its diversity.  

o Population, Poverty, illiteracy and unemployment create a lot of compulsions, 

especially before younger generation 

o because of lack of right thinking, remain unemployed and in a state of poverty, 

get involved in the evil like communalism.  

 External elements (including non-state actors) also have a role in worsening the 

problem of communalism, and making it serious. many youth falling prey to ISIS 

ideology is a result of this  

 Rise of strong fundamentalist impatient attitudes that they are right and others are 

wrong leads to conflicts and struggle .Hindu Christians , Muslim Christians riots. 

However when compared to the world India has been successful in having communalism 

to a minimum because of many reasons : 

 Despite communal incidents taking place India is largely tolerant enough for all 

religions and people still live harmoniously . 

 Constitution has given exclusive rights to the minorities in the fundamental rights 

(article 26-30 ) respecting their culture  

 Constitutional Bodies like Supreme Court , election commission etc have strived to 

upheld justice and public interest irrespective of religion as seen in judgement of 

shah bano case, strict conduct of elections etc . 

What can be done ? 

 Empower themselves through the weapon of education. 

 There is also resentment against such personal laws and clamour is increasing 

for Uniform civil code, which is also mentioned under Article 44 in Directive principle 

for states of Indian constitution. This will help in narrowing the religious cleavages. 
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 Apart from legislative support, administrative efficiency and alertness with the help 

of modern tools and technology, the major onus lies on the citizens themselves by 

avoiding communal violence.  

 Recommendations need to be implemented : 

o Sachar committee, appointed in 2005, recommended to set up Equal 

opportunity commission (EOC)  

o The Ranganath Misra Commission was entrusted by the Government of India 

to suggest practical measures for the upliftment of the socially and 

economically backward sections among religious and linguistic minorities  

 Employment for the youth needs to be ensured so that they donor waste their 
productivity for communal incidents . 

Q) It is found that the crisis of sanitation is not just an issue of aesthetics or polite behaviour, 

but one of life and death for the most vulnerable. Discuss various sociological problems that 

poor sanitation and open defecation has given rise to in India and systemic measures needed 

to address the issue of open defecation. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Sociological problems :- 

 Children vanishing mysteriously : 

o Children simply “disappeared” from a slum on New Delhi’s outskirts after they 

stepped out in the open to defecate.  

o Based on reports obtained under the Right to Information Act, the NGO 

revealed that in the course of 16 months, between December 2013 and March 

2015, as many as 171 children were missing from the Shahbad Dairy slum in 

outer Delhi.  

 Erodes dignity : 

o price for the lack of toilets is paid by women, who are often attacked, 

molested, raped and shamed. 

o one notorious case, two women from Utter Pradesh were raped, murdered 

and hung on trees after they were defecating in an open field. 

 In the planning for toilet construction, the obvious and basic issue of water 

availability is rarely addressed. Also, there are no systems in place to dispose of the 

waste safely.  

 Stunting and malnutrition : 

o stunting in children in India could be linked to open defecation because 

children are more likely to contract intestinal infections in an environment 

where there is no safe method to dispose of faecal waste.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/25/2-found-crisis-sanitation-not-just-issue-aesthetics-polite-behaviour-one-life-death-vulnerable-discuss-various-sociological-problems-poor/
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o Frequent illnesses compound the health problems of poor children who are 

malnourished.  

 A government study comparing Muslim and Hindu households supports these 

conjectures. The study found that 25 percent fewer Muslim families defecated in 

the open and also had lower child morality rates than Hindu families—even though 

Muslims in India are poorer and less educated than their Hindu counterparts. 

 Ignorance : 

o  Activists and the government have advocated for the building of shared 

community toilets as a solution to the problem, but ingrained social norms and 

attitudes stop people from using them 

o They believe that defecating in the open is more natural and healthy, and that 

building a latrine in the house brings impurity to it.  

 Caste segregation : 

o Community toilets also have the added problem of being shared, and people 

from different castes, religions and economic status are not willing to use the 

same toilet, even if they come from the same village. 

Systemic measures needed to address the issue of open defecation: 

 The toilet-building programme requires investment in IEC — information, education 

and communication, but the money that has been provided is too little (8 per cent of 

the outlay).  

 Instances of championing a community-led model do not seem to have radically 

changed Swachh Bharat's subsidy-led, top-down construction-driven approach. 

 Mindset of people needs to change with successful instances by district 

administration in Rajasthan where propagating about women honour led to the 

success . 

o There have also been state-led successes in Maharashtra and Himachal 

Pradesh that can offer valuable lessons 

 Do not approach communities with a single message (build and use toilets), but with 
a comprehensive health and hygiene intervention.  

o Gram Vikas, an Odisha-based NGO, approaches communities with a package 
of interventions: a toilet and bathing room, and a community-level overhead 
tank to provide piped water supply to all houses through. 

o The community engagement should start with the promotion of individual 
level, household level and environmental sanitation. This will automatically 
place an emphasis on the participation of every household in the community.  

o Also, talk about menstrual hygiene. Doing this makes the programme one that 
talks to communities about their lifestyles, health, livelihoods and dignity, 
rather than just about toilets. 



  Secure Synopsis | June -2016 GS I 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  20 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

o In Haryana for instance, it launched the “No Toilet, No Bride” campaign that 

urged women to only marry men whose home had a toilet. 

 Instead of being subsidy-averse, be ready to experiment until you get the design 
right.  

o Recent research in Bangladesh shows that a subsidy helps overcome barriers 
to sanitation that cannot be overcome by information campaigns alone.  

o Specifically, they find that joint investment commitments from a community 
accompanied with subsidies targeted at the poorest families helps increase 
take-up.  

o The same is the experience in Maharashtra under a state-led sanitation 
programme. The popular failings of subsidies in India have been due to a 
combination of mis-targeting, poor community buy-in and shoddy 
construction. However, an optimal level of financial assistance and delivery 
should continue to be part of the policy design and implementation strategy. 
 

 Play on local power relations:- 
o Messages targeted at young women encouraging them to demand that toilets 

be available in households they marry into seem to have worked in many 
places.  

o Supporting the poorest households  can also translate into social pressure on 
the rich households to catch up in terms of adopting safe sanitation practices. 
  

 Allow communities to evolve their own norms around individual and collective 
rights and responsibilities.  

o As the water and sanitation infrastructure is being built up, gram sabhas 
should deliberate about shared codes of conduct and keeping the campaign to 
promote toilet usage running.  

 Do not hurry into scaling up:-  
o Organisations in a rush to scale up end up compromising on key design 

elements that made their pilots a success. This is a typical problem with 
sanitation programmes.   

 Be conscientious about quality:- 
o When constructing toilets, pay utmost attention to technical specifications 

 focusing on personal and environmental sanitation and hygiene as a whole 
 
 
 
 

http://faculty.som.yale.edu/mushfiqmobarak/ongoingprojects/bangladesh/sanitation.html
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Q) Do you think imposition of uniform civil code is a solution to the myriad problems of the 

many religion-based personal laws in India? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

EPW 

 Background: 

 Uniform civil code generally refers to that part of law which deals with family affairs 

of an individual and denotes uniform law for all citizens, irrespective of his/her 

religion, caste or tribe.  

 Family affairs such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, guardianship and adoption are 

legally permitted to be governed by customs or rules applicable to the persons and 

their community. Even after the independence and people were permitted to follow 

their respective personal laws. 

Yes, UCC is the solution: 

 Communalism breeds discrimination at two levels:  

o between people of different religions  

o  between the two sexes. This dangerous and ruinous effect should be done 

away with, possibly by introducing a Uniform Civil Code.  

 For women who constitute almost half the population of India, the Uniform Civil 

Code provides with equality and justice in courts of law- irrespective of their 

religion in matters pertaining to marriage , divorce, maintenance, custody of 

children, inheritance rights, adoption etc. 

 It would help and accelerate national integration 

 Overlapping provisions of law could be avoided 

 Litigation due to personal law world decrease 

 Sense of oneness and the national spirit would be roused 

o Israel, Japan, France and Russia are strong today because of their sense of 

oneness which India has yet to develop and propagate. 

 The country would emerge with new force and power to face any odds finally 

defeating the communal and the divisionist forces. 

 India has set before itself the ideal of a secular society and in that context 

achievement of a uniform civil code becomes all the more desirable such a code will 

simplify the Indian legal system and make Indian society more homogeneous.  

 It will de-link law from religion which is a very desirable objective to achieve in a 

secular and socialist pattern of society.  

o The continuance of various personal laws which accept discrimination between 

men and women violate the fundamental rights and the Preamble to the 

Constitution which promises to secure to all citizens equality of status, and is 

against the spirit of natural integration. 
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o The four cases of, Shah Bano Begum , Mary Roy , National Anthem and Sarla 

Mudgal , expose the domination of religion over a community be it Muslim, 

Syrian Christian or Jehovites. India is a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic 

Republic and the State has no religion.so uniform civil code is needed. 

 

No: 

  
The family life of Indians is guided by their respective religious and customary 
beliefs.  Religions more or less survive only through the ceremonies and social 
customs enforced upon its members. If they are negated, soon enough religions will 
lose their eminence in social sphere. 

 If a different set of rules that violate the religious precepts are enforced upon 
individuals that would negate the fundamental rights of ‘Freedom of conscience 
and free profession, practice and propagation of religion’ guaranteed under Article 
25 of the Constitution of India. 

 When India considers the honour killings and Khap Panchayat verdicts ,they all want 
to enforce their religious and customary beliefs on the members of their family and 
community.  If a system other than what conforms to their faith is forced up on 
them, it invariably leads to social unrest.  

  UCC is used more often than not as a tool for minority bashing rather than genuine 
social reforms.   

o  Such minority bashing will only make the members of those communities 
more possessive about their identity and customs, thereby further reducing 
any scope for a UCC. 

 

Suggestions: 

 Ensure certain bottom line rules through general laws.  

o For example, Prohibition of Child marriage Act, 2006 is a general law that 

prevails over all personal laws.   

o Any conditions that are considered appropriate can be incorporated in that 

Act so as to ensure no child marriage takes place even if personal laws permit 

it 

 Section 125 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC): 

o  This section provides a system by which courts are permitted to pass orders 

for maintenance of wives, children and parents, under criminal procedures, 

irrespective of person’s religious status.  

 As far as personal laws are concerned, what India needs is to bring reforms in each 

of them to make them relevant for the changing times.  Instead of an external 



  Secure Synopsis | June -2016 GS I 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  23 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

enforcement, let these changes be internal reforms.  That is better for the 

preservation of social fabric of the nation and sense of belongingness of its people.   

 

Topic: Role of women 

Q) Recent trends in appointments to top posts of the world have been encouraging for 

women. Do you think it’s time for women to lead UN? What are the hurdles women are 

facing to become UN Secretary General? Discuss the significance of a woman getting elected 

as Secretary General of UN. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background : 

 In the recent years women are increasingly being appointed  in the international 
organizations.In 2014, Michaëlle Jean became the first woman Secretary-General of 
the Organisation internationale de la Francophonie. This year, a woman became 
Secretary-General of the Commonwealth, and another the Secretary-General of 
FIFA.   

 This brought to light the question  about women heading UN. 

Why women should lead the UN? 

Yes: 

 A recent Guardian poll found that 96% of respondents believe it’s time to have a 
female secretary general. And there are more women in power than ever before and 
the once indefensible connection between masculinity and leadership is breaking. 

o  As of January 2015, 10 women are currently heads of state and 14 are heads 
of government, including Angela Merkel, the fourth most powerful leader in 
the world. 

 The UN already has engaged in a large campaign around gender equality. The next 
UN leader should reflect these policies. A woman fulfilling this role would function 
as a role model for the world. 

 This guarantees equal opportunities for women and men in gaining access to senior 
decision-making positions, Member States are encouraged to consider presenting 
women, as well as men, as candidates for the position of Secretary-General. 

 Fairness and diversity should now be openly extended to gender.  

No: 

 While a woman secretary general would be a symbolic achievement, there are 
doubts how much it would matter at the grassroots level around the world. 
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http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/13/1-recent-trends-appointments-top-posts-world-encouraging-women-think-time-women-lead-un-hurdles-women-facing-become-un-secretary-ge/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/13/1-recent-trends-appointments-top-posts-world-encouraging-women-think-time-women-lead-un-hurdles-women-facing-become-un-secretary-ge/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/13/1-recent-trends-appointments-top-posts-world-encouraging-women-think-time-women-lead-un-hurdles-women-facing-become-un-secretary-ge/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-race-to-the-38th-floor/article8722226.ece
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poll/2014/nov/10/poll-time-for-woman-to-lead-united-nations
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/leadership-and-political-participation/facts-and-figures%23notes
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 One thing world has seen is that women leaders aren’t always great for ordinary 
women.  

o In the Philippines, for example, women presidents have resisted family-
planning access for women, while male presidents have pushed those rights. 

Challenges women are facing to be the secretary general of UN: 

 So far the UN General Assembly has invariably ratified a sole candidate who has has 
never been a Muslim, a Hindu, or a woman. 

 Selection process of UN Secretary General is very secretive .The selection process 
is opaque, non-democratic and politicised, which reduces the chances of achieving 
gender equality 

 women in many government organizations were regarded with skepticism and not 
hired in great numbers because of concerns about their families and caretaker roles. 

 Tenuous relations between Moscow and neighboring nations after the annexation of 
Crimea from Ukraine in March 2014 could make it difficult to find a candidate that 
both Russia and the U.S. will approve. 

 keeping with the tradition of rotating the Secretary-General’s appointment between 
regions, will expect the next candidate to be from Eastern Europe. So Russia might 
oppose as it wants someone in their to lead the UN. 

Significance : 

 Women very often have a different way of leading, which could reinvigorate the 
United Nations as a whole, because there is more listening, being inclusive and 
working in practical ways to resolve problems. These are the kind of attributes that 
can very much help strengthen the role of secretary-general. 

 They pave the way for gender equality in politics and reduce the gender gap in 
political ambition. A woman as secretary general would send a strong signal of 
progress. 

  Indeed, while gender equality is embedded in the work of the UN, its eight leaders 
since it was founded in 1945 have all been men. Even outside of the top spot, the UN 
hasn’t quite achieved the right balance: women hold only a quarter of the highest 
positions in the secretariat. Now if this happens it will show UN is actually striving 
for upholding its goals.  

 In women’s and girls eyes, the symbolic empowerment of a woman top official, with 
responsibilities in peace, stability and development, is fundamental. It has a great 
psychological impact. 

o women in power are influential role models. Even those who do not 
implement a strong feminine agenda still advance the cause for women like 
Margaret thatcher  

http://foreignpolicy.com/2014/11/14/the-race-for-u-n-secretary-general-is-rigged/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/761854?seq=1%23page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.ibtimes.com/will-woman-finally-lead-united-nations-2016-secretary-general-election-could-make-2264195
http://www.ibtimes.com/will-woman-finally-lead-united-nations-2016-secretary-general-election-could-make-2264195


  Secure Synopsis | June -2016 GS I 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  25 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

 Experts hope if a woman is at the helm, there will be a greater focus on conflict 
prevention and sustainable peace at a moment when the U.N. is embroiled in sexual 
abuse peacekeeping scandals, confronting growing challenges from terrorism and 
facing a refugee crisis around the globe.  

Q) The Union government wants states to take the initiative to allow women to work night 

shifts in factories as part of a plan to improve participation of women in the workforce. Do 

you support this move? Comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Yes it's a good move: 

 The change is necessary to improve labour force participation rate of women in 

India as well as give them equal opportunity in jobs. 

 Women labour force participation rate (LFPR) in India is a dismal 25.8% as against 

74.4% LFPR among men, according to labour bureau data. 

 since women constitute almost half of India’s population, not allowing them to 

work at night will be injustice to people as well as to the economy. 

 It is part of labour reforms at the central level with the Factories Amendment Bill 

already framed. The draft law, if cleared by Parliament, will allow women to work 

at night. 

 As this bill has been pending for the past two years the onus is on the states  to fulfil 

this demand of the industry 

No the move is not good: 

 Questions are being raised about  factories ensuring adequate safety and security 
of the women employees because of the increasing number of cases of rape and 
atrocities against women in India. 

 The International Labour Organisation has pointed to various reasons for lack of 
employment for the women force : higher educational enrolment of women, rising 
household incomes (women in wealthier households tend to have lower work 
participation rates), measurement issues (whereby women’s employment may be 
undercounted), as well as a general decline in employment opportunities for 
women. 

 Despite Tamilnadu and Maharshtra allowing women to work at night shifts , there 
hasn’t been much of an improvement in female labour force participation rate in 
Tamil Nadu too. 

 Within the manufacturing and services sectors, the areas where night shift is 
required constitute only a small proportion of the total jobs. Hence, the impact of 
this legislation will be statistically insignificant. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/20/1-union-government-wants-states-take-initiative-allow-women-work-night-shifts-factories-part-plan-improve-participation-women-workforce-support-m/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/20/1-union-government-wants-states-take-initiative-allow-women-work-night-shifts-factories-part-plan-improve-participation-women-workforce-support-m/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/20/1-union-government-wants-states-take-initiative-allow-women-work-night-shifts-factories-part-plan-improve-participation-women-workforce-support-m/
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/SZEpN8UBTtYOE5QUbQKkkM/Change-law-for-allowing-women-to-work-night-shifts-states-t.html
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 Moreover, overall employment growth has been slack and unless this picks up, 
female job participation would remain low 

 there is also the question of whether women themselves are ready to work 
nights. Various researchers have pointed to socio-cultural norms that restrict 
women’s mobility. An Assocham-National Commission for Women study 
highlighted the concerns of women who are already working night shifts in 
industries like the business process outsourcing sector. Close to one-third of 
women working night shifts felt unsafe, especially in the cities of Bangalore and 
Ludhiana 

What needs to be done ? 

 Across East Asia, countries that have managed to increase the female LFPR have 
done this by increasing manufacturing jobs. Indian women work mostly in the 
informal sector . This needs a change 

 Women need to be provided with self defence training . 
  Issues such as women’s safety and restrictive socio-cultural norms need to be 

addressed, then only women’s participation in the workforce is likely to rise.  
 Tamilnadu example-employer ensured her safety and security at the factory and on 

the commute to and from work. This can be replicated else where. 
 General attitude towards has to be changed. 

In other words, allowing women to work nights would just be a necessary and not sufficient 

condition for bringing more women into the work force. 

Q) The World Economic Forum Global Gender Gap Report 2015 ranked India at 139 out of 

145 countries on the economic participation and opportunity gap. Analyse the present status 

of women economic participation and opportunity gap in India. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Present status of women economic participation and opportunity gap of India: 

The situation is good : 

 There is more ambition and confidence amongst women, perhaps also helped by 

greater participation of men in household responsibilities, as well as greater 

organizational focus. 

 education is an indicator of the increasing role of women in economic growth.The 

gross enrolment ratio (GER) of girls in elementary education has improved 

dramatically, from 66% in 1991 to 97% in 2014 

 The recent proposal by the government that states should allow women to work 

during night shifts will give a further impetus to the participation rate. 

http://www.livemint.com/Money/1UZDnb9QcCz5s5dKnJ8maO/The-growing-disconnect-between-economic-growth-and-jobs.html
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/21/1-world-economic-forum-global-gender-gap-report-2015-ranked-india-139-145-countries-economic-participation-opportunity-gap-analyse-present-status-women-economic-parti/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/21/1-world-economic-forum-global-gender-gap-report-2015-ranked-india-139-145-countries-economic-participation-opportunity-gap-analyse-present-status-women-economic-parti/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/21/1-world-economic-forum-global-gender-gap-report-2015-ranked-india-139-145-countries-economic-participation-opportunity-gap-analyse-present-status-women-economic-parti/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/ehA6VpaCCvOs0OjXfVKOZM/Women-in-the-workplace-Not-yet-a-better-balance.html
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 At Bain in India, it has recently implemented a 10+2 model, which allows any 

employee male or female the option to work 10 months in the year and take two 

months off. The benefits are much larger, including enabling fulfilment of one’s 

personal aspirations and helping individuals avoid burnout. 

The situation is not good: 

 However statistics reveal that improvement in education hasn’t chipped away at the 
gender disparity in employment. 

 India’s overall female labour force participation (FLFP) rate remains low and has, in 
fact, dropped from 35% in 1991 to 27% in 2014. For comparison, as per World Bank 
data, the world average is around 50% and South Asia is at 31%.  

 The participation of women has also decreased .Study says that women account for 
only 24% of senior management roles globally. A 2015 survey made by the same non-
profit in India shows that women held 19% of senior manager roles, but only 14% did 
so at the executive level.  

 The International Labour Organisation has pointed to various reasons for lack of 
employment for the women force :  

o higher educational enrolment of women 
o rising household incomes (women in wealthier households tend to have lower 

work participation rates) 
o measurement issues (whereby women’s employment may be undercounted), 
o general decline in employment opportunities for women. 

 Despite Tamilnadu and Maharshtra allowing women to work at night shifts , there 
hasn’t been much of an improvement in female labour force participation rate in 
Tamil Nadu too. 

 Within the manufacturing and services sectors, the areas where night shift is 
required constitute only a small proportion of the total jobs. Hence, the impact of 
this legislation will be statistically insignificant. 

 Moreover, overall employment growth has been slack and unless this picks up, 
female job participation would remain low 

 there is also the question of whether women themselves are ready to work 
nights. Various researchers have pointed to socio-cultural norms that restrict 
women’s mobility.  

o An Assocham-National Commission for Women study highlighted the concerns 
of women who are already working night shifts in industries like the business 
process outsourcing sector. 

o Close to one-third of women working night shifts felt unsafe, especially in the 
cities of Bangalore and Ludhiana 

What has to be done? 

http://www.livemint.com/Money/1UZDnb9QcCz5s5dKnJ8maO/The-growing-disconnect-between-economic-growth-and-jobs.html
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 IMF study- shrinking the gender differences in employment could expand India’s 
gross domestic product (GDP) by 27%.  

 Unlocking this potential definitely requires an increase and shift in the composition 
of overall employment opportunities as well as questioning of societal strictures. 

  Diversity targets have helped elevate the issue, thereby pushing organizations to 
identify women with high potential and ensure that they are provided 
opportunities to accelerate. 

 Another positive move is the increasing openness of organizations to extend paid 
maternity leave beyond the grossly insufficient three months mandated by law 

 Female role models especially in leadership positions have to be encouraged to 
provide motivation to women  

 Small things, such as having a designated women room (especially great for 
breastfeeding mothers), to larger-impact ones like a six-month maternity (leave) 
and also, a variety of flex policies and work from home (options) that benefit both 
men and women Need to be encouraged in the organisations . 

 Across East Asia, countries that have managed to increase the female LFPR have 
done this by increasing manufacturing jobs. Indian women work mostly in the 
informal sector . This needs a change 

 Women need to be provided with self defence training . 
  Issues such as women’s safety and restrictive socio-cultural norms need to be 

addressed, then only women’s participation in the workforce is likely to rise.  

Tamilnadu example-employer ensured her safety and security at the factory and on the 

commute to and from work. This can be replicated else where. 

Q) “One of the singular features of India’s recent growth trajectory has been the limited 

participation of women in it.” Discuss the reasons. (200 Words) 

Livemint 
Despite having achieved a roust growth in last decade, participation of women economy 
has been minimal in this even declined over time due to following reasons- 

Social Reasons 

 Social stigma and prejudice against working women, restrict women's entry 
into workforce. 

 Discrimination of women at household level resulted into their poor health and 
lack of education and skills is another reason. 

 Women Participation in daily house work like child and elder care also work as 
restriction in Indian society. 

 Security of women at work premises is another reason. 

Economic Reasons 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/27/1-one-singular-features-indias-recent-growth-trajectory-limited-participation-women-discuss-reasons/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/27/1-one-singular-features-indias-recent-growth-trajectory-limited-participation-women-discuss-reasons/
http://www.livemint.com/Sundayapp/ev1feoldZJjYus3gj9L4vK/What-explains-the-gender-gap-in-jobs-and-wages.html
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 Absence of adequate relevant jobs for women in nearby places at flexible 
hours prompt women to remain unemployed. 

 Companies also prefer male employees due to their more acceptance among 
consumer base, even after women is equally qualified for that job. It also result 
into gender gap and pay gap. 

 Male workforce many times work as deterrent for women entry in work 
premises. 

 Decreasing women's participation n agriculture economy. 
Policies and Infrastructure Hurdles- 

 Labour laws , which restrict women to be employed for certain machinery or 
certain hours and in certain industries is deterring their participation. 

 Infrastructure for women workforce to commute them t workplace, basic 
amenities for women workforce at workplace etc are other reasons. 

A comprehensive planning and implementation at all three level is necessary and some 
schemes like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Skills development are right steps, simultaneously 
more jobs has to be created at decentralized level including agriculture allied sector by 
improving labour laws and infrastructure. 

Q) Should women have constitutional right to obtain a safe and legal abortion? In the light of 

recent judgement in USA on this issue, critically comment. (200 Words) 

TIME 
Guardian 

Women must have an inalienable right over her body but it needs to be balanced with 
the right of life of the fetus though unborn but yet is alive. Narrative sometimes gets 
intertwined in religio-cultural norms ex Catholicism abhors abortion and this narrows down 
the scope for reasoned debate. Recent judgement in US that upheld right to safe abortion is 
a great furtherance in the area of women's liberty & empowerment but its universal 
applicability must be seen as per the prevailing societal context. Unintended consequences 
of such constitutional right could be as follows: 

 Skewed sex ratio bent towards male embryos in patriarchal societies which has 
already created plethora of problems in India and China. 

 This undermines the right to life of the unborn and is morally incorrect if humanity 
believes life to be sacrosanct 

 It is thinly possible that it will increase the problem of ageing in the developed world 
as couples will increasingly take recourse to abortions bringing the birth rates down. 

The benefits of such right are as follows- 

1. In case of complications, women will not have to go through unjust obstacles for 
abortion.(Savita Halappanwar in Ireland) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/28/1-women-constitutional-right-obtain-safe-legal-abortion-light-recent-judgement-usa-issue-critically-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/28/1-women-constitutional-right-obtain-safe-legal-abortion-light-recent-judgement-usa-issue-critically-comment/
http://time.com/4384657/supreme-court-abortion-nancy-northup/
http://www.theguardian.com/law/2016/jun/27/us-supreme-court-abortion-clinton-trump-sanders-november-election


  Secure Synopsis | June -2016 GS I 

©www.InsightsIAS.com  30 ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 

2. Pregnancy sometimes can be a result of rape or other inadvertent causes and if the 
baby is unwanted than Right to abortion will save the unborn from lack of motherly 
love . Forced Pregnancy will serve no purpose 

Thus the need it to strike the balance and accord constitutional right only with caution or 
reasonable restrictions. In the case of India statutory balance already exist via MRTP 
(Medical termination of Pregnancy Act) and PCPNDT act which criminalizes sex selective 
abortion. This spirit must also be incorporated if any constitution right about abortion is to 
be accorded. 

 

Topic: Effects of Globalisation 

Q) Do you think globalization affects elites and common population differently? In the light 

of Brexit, critically examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 
Globalization refers to free movement of factors of production, that is capital, labour etc, 
and socio-cultural ideas and practices. 

Its effect on different sections of society is different. The different effect on the elites and 
common people are as follows: 

 Labour influx: As witnessed in the current Brexit, labour influx helps elites 
source cheaper labour but dampens the earnings of common people due to 
reduced wages or simple unemployment. 

 Economic crisis: which are getting more global seem to affect elites and 
common man differently. 

 Cultural influx: While elites are able to enjoy variety of cultural practices the 
common people generally are left perplexed due to competing values of new 
and traditions. 

However there are some similarities in effect on globalization on elites and common people 
such both get affected during economic recession emanating from elsewhere in the world. 
And both get to enjoy the fruits of globalization such as cheaper and more variety products, 
a taste of different cultures. 

Thus it is for the governments to evolve policies to protect the common man and ensure 
that both benefits and costs of globalization are equally shared in the society. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/27/3-think-globalization-affects-elites-common-population-differently-light-brexit-critically-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/27/3-think-globalization-affects-elites-common-population-differently-light-brexit-critically-examine/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/W7JM8iM4WvOEJbBX2aIGpJ/Lessons-to-be-learnt-from-Brexit.html
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Topic: Population and associated issues 

Q) UN Habitat estimates that by 2030 India will have 14 major clusters of cities accounting 

for 40 per cent of its GDP. Do you think Indian cities, which are going to become economic 

engines in future, are ready to withstand extreme weather events? What should be done in 

this regard? Critically discuss. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

No Indian cities are not ready :- 

 Cities as economic assets are in a extremely vulnerable condition: 

o Proof of this is available from catastrophic events such as unprecedented 

flooding in Chennai in 2015 and in Mumbai some years ago.  

o The volume of claims in Chennai crossed Rs.5,000 crore, highlighting the 

avoidable losses arising out of infrastructure deficits.  

 Lack of planning: 

o Cities devote vast amounts of their revenue merely to repair roads after the 

monsoon rather than create new assets.  

o The Chennai floods exposed the mindless permissions for construction in 

floodplains, and the high tolerance to commercial encroachment of wetlands. 

 The indifference among policymakers over providing decent housing for migrants. 

This approach is eroding the economic gains of urban India. 

Yes the cities are ready :- 

 City residents have a higher degree of education, capability and financial 

wherewithal, and these should help administrations find durable solutions 

 With smart cities , AMRUT, Rurban mission India is moving in the right direction to 

planning 

 Measures taken to clean up the lakes and ponds in the city to avoid water logging 

through national lake conservation plan  

 Wetlands rules 2016 give significance to the conservation of wetlands and autonomy 

to the states to ensure the protection  

 GRIHA rating and building codes  

 All these minimize and prevent the economic losses the cities are going to face. 

Suggestions :- 

 Governments should draw up integrated plans to make cities and growing towns 

resilient to weather events and disasters.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/10/1-un-habitat-estimates-2030-india-will-14-major-clusters-cities-accounting-40-per-cent-gdp-think-indian-cities-going-become-economic-engines-future/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/10/1-un-habitat-estimates-2030-india-will-14-major-clusters-cities-accounting-40-per-cent-gdp-think-indian-cities-going-become-economic-engines-future/
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o This should begin with the creation of information systems that tell 

administrators about weather patterns, anomalies, flooding data and 

population impacts. 

 Cities should be provided with more water harvesting facilities in the form of urban 

wetlands with connected drains.  

 Suburban lakes have to be revived.  

 City managers should not commit the mistake of building engineered systems to 

transfer precious rain flows to the sea, ignoring water security for growing 

populations.  

 A transparent building code that alerts buyers to hazard-free property is vital.  

 Governments need to ensure that during the monsoon, basic requirements of urban 

living such as transport, safe water supply, energy and health systems are not 

severely disrupted. 

 Implementation of coastal management zone rules  

 Encourage  mangroves growth to avoid adverse effects of flooding  

 Water conservation management  

 Disaster management should shift to prevention rather than rehabilitation  

 

Topic: Salient features of world’s physical geography  

Q) Briefly discuss the causes of origin of the south west monsoon. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

Various atmospheric conditions influence the monsoon winds: 

 The first condition is the differential heating and cooling of land and water. This 

creates low pressure on the landmass, while high pressure is created over the seas 

around during day time, but is reversed during the night time. 

 The second condition is the shift in the position of Inter-Tropical Convergence 

Zone (ITCZ). In summer, the equatorial trough normally positioned about 5°N of the 

equator moves over the Ganga plain creating a monsoon trough during the monsoon 

season. 

 The third condition is the presence of the high-pressure area that develops east of 

Madagascar. It is approximately at 20°S over the Indian Ocean. The intensity and 

position of this high-pressure area affects the Indian Monsoon. 

 The fourth condition develops during the summer.  

o The Tibetan Plateau gets intensely heated resulting in strong vertical air 

currents and high pressure over the plateau . 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/07/1-briefly-discuss-causes-origin-south-west-monsoon/
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/monsoon-likely-to-hit-kerala-in-2-days-116060601017_1.html
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intertropical_Convergence_Zone
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intertropical_Convergence_Zone
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o during the summer due to the movement of the westerly jet streams to the 

north of the Himalayas and the presence of the tropical easterly jet stream 

over the Indian Peninsula. 

o During the winter season, Himalayas prevent the penetration of the cold polar 

air masses from Siberia into the subcontinent, while in summer, the Himalayas 

do not allow the equatorial maritime air masses to cross the Himalayas and 

force them to curve round the north-west. The mighty Himalayas produce 

hydro-dynamic effects that determine the type of precipitation in India. 

 Changes in pressure over the southern oceans also affect the monsoons. In certain 

years, there is a reversal in the pressure conditions. This periodic change in pressure 

conditions is known as the Southern Oscillation, or SO. 

 Geographic factors specific to India: 

o The unique geographic relief features of the Indian subcontinent come into 

play in allowing all of the above factors to occur simultaneously. The relevant 

features in explaining the monsoon mechanism are as follows 

o The presence of abundant water bodies around the subcontinent: 

the Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal, and Indian Ocean. These help moisture 

accumulate in the winds during the hot season. 

o The presence of abundant highlands like the Western Ghats and 

the Himalayas right across the path of the southwest monsoon winds. These 

are the main cause of the substantial orographic precipitation throughout the 

subcontinent.  

 

Topic: Changes in critical geographical features 

Q) Discuss the significance of the normal monsoon rains for monetary policy in India. In your 

opinion, how good rains should be used to recharge groundwater through policy means? 

Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Significance : 

 Inflation control: 

o A normal monsoon could provide a “favourable supply shock” by 

strengthening rural demand and augmenting the availability of farm produce 

that would help moderate inflation.  

 Price stability: 

o Lead to lowering of prices due to adequate supply. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography_of_India
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabian_Sea
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_of_Bengal
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Ocean
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Ghats
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himalayas
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orographic_lift%23Precipitation
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/04/1-discuss-significance-normal-monsoon-rains-monetary-policy-india-opinion-good-rains-used-recharge-groundwater-policy-means-examine/
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 Huge boost to sales: 

o For manufacturers of goods ranging from personal care products to tractors, a 

bountiful monsoon can deliver a substantial boost to sales.  

 Eases monetary policy: 

o RBI can reduce the interest rates so that more funds are available in the 

market  

o  banks need not be crowded out of funds and lend loans. 

 Because of the above the exchange rate may be favourable for Indian rupee. 

Policy measures to recharge groundwater  

 The National Water Policy address the governance of ground water under the public 

trust doctrine. 

o In order to promote efficient use of water and incentivise its conservation, the 

National Water Policy outlines the necessity for pricing of water beyond basic 

needs.  

 National water framework bill 2013: 

o The Bill also seeks to implement the principle of subsidiarity which involves 

giving communities the power to regulate groundwater at the aquifer level. 

o For example, an aquifer situated entirely within a village will be under the 

direct control of the Gram Panchayat. 

 In addition, in the Draft Model Building Bye-laws, 2015, the Ministry of Urban 

Development has included a provision related to rain water harvesting.  

o It mandates rain water harvesting structures in all buildings having a plot size 

of 100 sq. m or more. 

 Dug well recharge scheme: 

o Groundwater recharge through existing dugwells in favourable catchments like 

agricultural fields will facilitate improvement in ground water situation in the 

affected areas 

o It will increase the sustainability of the wells during lean period and will 

improve the overall irrigated agricultural productivity, drinking water 

availability etc. 

 Farm pond program under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana-Maharashtra..  

 Integrated watershed management programme 

 MNREGA can be effectively used to recharge groundwater and also construction of 

water conservation structures  

 In drought regions water intensive crops should be strictly curbed. So change in 

cropping patterns is needed  

Drip irrigation can be used instead of surface and sprinkler irrigation   
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Q) Critically comment on the provisions of Draft Wetlands (Conservation and Management) 

Rules, 2016, which will replace the Wetland (Conservation and Management) Rules of 2010. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Background:- 

 The new provisions seek to give power to the States to decide what they must do 

with their wetlands. This includes deciding which wetlands should be protected and 

what activities should be allowed or regulated 

Positives:- 

 The draft rules have put the onus of wetland protection upon the states. This move is 

in correct direction because a single template does not work for all wetlands in varied 

geography of India.  

 The rules have detailed the mandate of the state / UT wetland authority rather 

lucidly and given adequate thoughts to existing tenurial rights, preparation of 

integrated wetland plans, protection and conservation etc. 

 There is also major emphasis on identifying the wetlands through multi-mapping 

process. 

 This shows a shift from the 2010 regulations which created a central authority of 

government officers and experts to oversee the protection of wetlands. 

o It gave a fixed time for states to identify and demarcate wetlands and the 

Centre again a fixed time period to notify and protect these, as is now done for 

environmental and forest clearances. 

o The process of identifying and demarcating the wetlands included 

recommendations and advice of scientific experts at state levels. 

 The new regulations do away with the elaborate list of activities that are prohibited 

or restricted. 

o It prohibits reclamation of wetlands, conversion to non-wetlands, diversion or 

impediment of inflows and outflows from the wetland and ‘any activity having 

or likely to have adverse impact on ecological character of the wetland’ 

o However, the rules then give the Centre powers to allow these activities as 

well. 

 

Negatives:  

 The draft does away with the Central Wetlands Regulatory Authority, which 

had Suo moto cognisance of wetlands and their protection.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/06/1-critically-comment-provisions-draft-wetlands-conservation-management-rules-2016-will-replace-wetland-conservation-management-rules-2010/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/06/1-critically-comment-provisions-draft-wetlands-conservation-management-rules-2016-will-replace-wetland-conservation-management-rules-2010/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/06/1-critically-comment-provisions-draft-wetlands-conservation-management-rules-2016-will-replace-wetland-conservation-management-rules-2010/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/missing-the-wetlands-for-the-water/article8694718.ece
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 The draft rules contain no ecological criteria for recognising wetlands, such as 

biodiversity, reefs, mangroves, and wetland complexes.  

 has deleted sections on the protection of wetlands, and interpretation of harmful 

activities which require regulation, which found reference in the 2010 rules. 

 The political pressure to usurp water and wetlands as land is high  and for this 

reason, States have failed to secure perimeters and catchment areas or notify 

wetlands. 

 What comprises a wetland is an important question that the Draft Rules leave 

unanswered. 

  Historically, as wetlands did not earn revenue, they were marked as ‘wastelands’. 

While the Wetland Atlas of India says the country has 1,88,470 inland wetlands, the 

actual number may be much more: U.P. itself has more than one lakh wetlands, 

mostly unidentified by the government. 

 The new rules have omitted some of the wetlands that were protected in the 2010 

rules. For example, the 2010 rules explicitly mentioned the wetlands located in the 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites including Western Ghats, high altitude wetlands etc. 

New rules don’t even mention them. 

 Under the 2010 rules some activities were mentioned such as solid waste dumping, 

storing of hazardous waste, setting up of new industries, discharge of untreated 

water etc. The new rules don’t define these.  

 In the prohibition of reclamation of wetlands, the draft rules mention that only those 

activities which are likely to have adverse impact on ecological character of the 

wetland would be prohibited. This is ambiguous and is subject to wrong 

interpretations. 

 It has diluted regulations and failed to involve stakeholder communities. 

 There is no mention of community involvement and the Central government has 

delinked itself of the responsibility of conservation and management of wetlands 

and transferred it to the States without even ensuring a compliance mechanism. 

 Experts feel that the new rules had diluted the prohibited and restricted 

activities, paving the way for large-scale conversion of wetlands which come in the 

way of development projects. 

 The confusion of the applicability of both the wetland rules and CRZ norms in some 

wetlands in the State and the absence of an appellate body and State wetland policy 

have also led to concern.  

 The need for the environmental impact assessment before permitting such activities 

is to be done away with. 

 The earlier regulations allowed appeals against the decisions of the central 

wetlands authority with the NGT. This, too, is to be done away with, though 

aggrieved entities could continue to file cases against violations of these rules. 
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Topic: Urbanization- Problems and Remedies; Developmental issues; Population and 

associated issues 

Q) Should road accidents in India be called national crisis? What measures should be taken 

to address increasing number of deaths due to road accidents? Also critically comment on 

the steps taken by state and union governments in this regard. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes road accidents in India is a national crisis: 

 Road accidents in India kill more people than some epidemic 

 The antiquated traffic management and transportation system resulted in 1,50,000 

deaths and left more than half a million injured last year, affirming the country’s 

status as among the riskiest in the world for road users.  

 Data also show that more than half of those killed last year were in the productive 

age group of 15 to 34, pointing to a calamitous loss of young lives. 

 India accounts for 5 lakh road accidents annually in which 1.5 lakh people die and 

another 3 lakh are crippled for life. The loss due to this is equivalent to 3 per cent of 

the GDP of the country. 

 Over the years, India has seen a steep rise in road accidents. According to a report on 

road accidents in India released by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, 

2015 has seen the greatest rise in number of accidents in five years- 12,023 accidents 

more than the previous years. 

 Different social problems arise because of this  

o Death/disability of the earning members of the family can push the family into 

poverty 

o Families will be broken can lead to mental and psychological problems as well. 

Measures taken to address so far by states and centre: 

Centre: 

 Will conduct road safety audit of 3,000 km of central and state highways this year. 

 also planning to engage the state governments to undertake safety audits of state 

highways and district roads 

 Government is also planning to launch a programme to sensitise and educate truck 

drivers on road safety on the lines of AIDS awareness and prevention programme 

launched for heavy vehicle drivers several years ago. 

 The government has endorsed the United Nations’ Safe System Approach, and is 

introducing road safety as part of school curriculum 

 Asking all states and particularly those reporting high number of accidents to take 

measures including traffic rule enforcement, removing liquor vends along national 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/11/1-road-accidents-india-called-national-crisis-measures-taken-address-increasing-number-deaths-due-road-accidents-also-critically-comment-steps-taken-s/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/11/1-road-accidents-india-called-national-crisis-measures-taken-address-increasing-number-deaths-due-road-accidents-also-critically-comment-steps-taken-s/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/11/1-road-accidents-india-called-national-crisis-measures-taken-address-increasing-number-deaths-due-road-accidents-also-critically-comment-steps-taken-s/
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highways, notifying speed limits, streamlining issuance of driving licences and to 

have a robust emergency rescue system to save lives, 

 have an autonomous agency for road safety - national road safety board, 

 The roadmap for Decade of Action was finalized recently by the road transport 

ministry almost three years after India became a signatory to the UN call to reduce 

accidents, injuries and deaths across the globe. 

 To grade the safety of Indian cars and make them safer an agency will be set up -the 

Bharat National Car Assessment Programme. Even scooters and motorcycles in India 

will have automatic headlamps on. 

 The Ministry is also hoping that the passage of the Road Safety Bill will further bring 

down road fatalities. 

 

States: 

 Maharashtra- 

 The various efforts taken are listed below: 

o i) Accident Prevention checking/ standing duty at Accident spots: 

 With a view to curb the tendency of rash driving, jumping signals at 

junctions by driving at excessive speed, non-stopping of buses at 

scheduled bus stops, not allowing sufficient time to passengers for 

boarding/alighting, etc.  

  During the checking the drivers/conductors are suitably instructed and 

the drivers/conductors committing breach of instructions are reported 

and disciplinary action is taken. 
o ii) Night checking 

 This special check is carried out twice in a month 
o iii) Counselling Bus Drivers 

 With a view to make accident prevention more effective and result 
oriented, this concept was introduced and the Drivers are counselled 
personally by the Officers of Traffic Department.  

 Bus Drivers involved in accidents are counselled by Senior Officers and 
are sent to Traffic Training Centre for refresher training course. 

 Delhi: 
o In public works department a cell dedicated to road safety will be created to 

identify the black spots in the city, road safety enforcement. 

What needs to be done ? 
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 One of the most productive measures to bring down accidents is zero tolerance 

enforcement. Strong policing reduces the risk for vulnerable road users such as 

pedestrians and two-wheeler riders, who must be compelled to wear helmets. 

 Case study:-Sustainable Safe Road System in Netherland:- 

o  It aims to prevent crashes and even if it occurs it intends to minimize the 

consequences, which include increase in size of zones to 30km/hr in, built up 

areas and 60km/hr outside built up areas.  

 Several measures including amendment in Motor Vehicle Act ( MVA), improvement 
in roads from engineering perspective, road safety audits in all stages of road 
construction as well as the identification and remedy of black spots will help reduce 
fatal road accidents are needed. 

 Under the archaic Motor Vehicles Act and the Indian Penal Code, the police adopt 
simplistic methods to determine ‘driver fault’, rather than look at composite factors 
including bad road design and failure of civic agencies to maintain infrastructure 
while fixing responsibility for accidents 

 India does not have a scientific accident investigation agency 

 Implementation of the Sundar Committee on Road Safety and Traffic Management 
which recommended the creation of a safety board through legislation. 

  It is unlikely that the proposed National Road Safety and Traffic Management 
Board will lead to dramatic improvements, since it is envisaged only as an advisory 
body.  

 Without empowered oversight, it is impossible to eliminate systemic corruption in 
transport departments in vehicle certification and licensing of drivers, and poor 
monitoring of roadworthiness of commercial vehicles.  

 Develop awareness: 
o lack of awareness of basic traffic rules, absence of traffic signage and lights, 

and dangerous road conditions.  

 Change the situation where neither passenger nor commercial vehicles come 
equipped with basic safety features. 

 Police harassment need to reduce: 
o The general public are reluctant to help accident victims for fear of getting 

caught up in court battles, whilst medical help is often too little too late.  

 Traffic police need better road infrastructure and technology to police speeding and 

drunk driving  two primary causes of road accidents and enforce penalties. 

 

  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/MVA
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Q) What are the challenges faced by urban local bodies in delivering potable water for all? 

Discuss various solutions to overcome these challenges. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Challenges faced by urban local bodies in delivering potable water for all : 

 Lack of investment : 

o Water delivery requires heavy investment in collecting it from a natural 

source, treating it to make it potable, and investing in a distribution network of 

pipes for delivery to the users.  

o It also requires investments in sewerage infrastructure and sewage treatment 

plants so that the sewers can carry the wastewater to these plants to ensure 

that no untreated sewage is discharged back into natural water bodies. 

 Lack of autonomy : 

o ULBs in India do not have the autonomy to set prices to cover costs. This 

power remains with state governments. 

o The funding interruptions caused by the transition from JNNURM to AMRUT 

have affected the installation of consumer meters in the midst of the 24×7 

water supply project 

o Except for the National Capital Territory of Delhi and other Union Territories, 

the central Ministries only have an advisory capacity and a limited role in 

funding. Sector policy thus is a prerogative of state governments. 

 Non revenue water : 

o non revenue water (NRW), that is, water which is produced but lost and not 

paid for.  

o The loss may be because of leakages in pipes or theft, or incomplete billing 

and/or metering inaccuracies.  

o The working group on urban and industrial water supply and sanitation for the 

12th Plan estimated NRW in India at 40-50 per cent. The status report puts 

NRW at 33-34 per cent for 2010-11. 

 Lack of proper distribution system : 

o  In Delhi residents receive water only a few hours per day because of 

inadequate management of the distribution system.  

o This results in contaminated water and forces households to complement a 

deficient public water service at prohibitive 'coping' costs 

 The supply of cities that depend on surface water is threatened by pollution, 

increasing water scarcity and conflicts among users.  

 

Solutions: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/22/1-challenges-faced-urban-local-bodies-delivering-potable-water-discuss-various-solutions-overcome-challenges/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/22/1-challenges-faced-urban-local-bodies-delivering-potable-water-discuss-various-solutions-overcome-challenges/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/water-tankers-delhi-scam-maharashtra-urban-local-bodies-cities-at-crossroads-theres-no-such-thing-as-free-water-2867685/
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delhi
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 Levy Charges : 

o According to water policy of 2012 ,an element of subsidy can be built in for the 

poor by having volumetric pricing with a low price for the first slab which 

covers what is regarded as a minimum need.  

o Those consuming more should pay a progressively higher price per litre for the 

water they consume. 

 The Vaidyanathan Committee had recommended that water rates should cover 

O&M costs in the first instance, with capital charges (interest and depreciation) to be 

covered over a period of five years.  

 Statutory regulatory authority: 

o water pricing has to be away from politics and assign to a statutory regulatory 

authority the task of determining water tariff for cost recovery allowing for 

reasonable costs.  

o The authority should be charged with hearing all stakeholders, and explaining 

how the tariff is arrived at.  

o The government should have no right to alter the statutorily determined tariff 

this would make the pricing of water transparent, and help begin the transition 

to a system of public debate on the importance of cost recovery and scrutiny 

of cost elements. 

 Lessons from other countries: 

o Singapore has made the maximum progress in addressing their enormous 

water challenge through full cost recovery  and subsequently marginal cost 

pricing, and investing in innovations to reclaim water for reuse and in 

desalination.  

o They also introduced a progressive water conservation tax in 1991. 

 Desalination: 

o In some coastal areas seawater desalination is becoming an important source 

of drinking water supply.  

o For example, the Chennai Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board has 

put into service a first large seawater desalination plant  

 Private sector participation:  

o The private sector plays a limited, albeit recently increasing role in operating 

and maintaining urban water systems on behalf of ULBs. 

o For example, the Jamshedpur Utilities & Services Company (Jusco), a subsidiary 

of Tata Steel, has a lease contract for  Jamshedpur  (Jharkhand). This can be 

replicated in other states as well. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tata_Steel
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamshedpur
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 Lessons from Karnataka: 

o In the cities of Hubli, Belgaum and Gulbarga in the state of Karnataka, the 

private operator Veolia increased water supply  to 24 hours per day for 

180,000 people (12% of the population of the 3 cities) within 2 years (2006–

2008).  

o This was achieved by carefully selecting and ring-fencing demonstration zones 

,renovating the distribution network, installing meters, introducing a well-

functioning commercial system, and effective grass-roots social intermediation 

by an NGO, all without increasing the amount of bulk water supplied.  

o The project, known by its acronym as KUWASIP (Karnataka Urban Water 

Sector Improvement Project), was supported by a US$39.5 million loan from 

the World Bank 

 Microcredit for water connections in Tamil Nadu: 

o In Tiruchirapalli in Tamil Nadu, the NGO Gramalaya, established in 1987, and 

women self-help groups promote access to water supply and sanitation by the 

poor through microcredit.  

o Among the benefits are that women can spend more time with their children, 

earn additional income, and sell surplus water to neighbours. This money 

contributes to her repayment of the Water credit loan.  

Q) “The Smart Cities Mission not only prioritises parts of a city over the whole but also 

truncates the role of local city governments.” Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 
Smart city mission is a flagship program of Govt of India to develop some selected cities 
based on smart and sustainable infrastructure and ICT.  
However, this mission has been criticized for variety of reasons like, given preference to a 
part or areas of city over whole city.  

 In this program, a area will be provided with modern infrastructure, like sewage 
system, water connection, parks etc. while whole city will be upgraded with ICT and 
CCTV means.It will create a imbalance intercity regions. 

 On the other hand, duplication of schemes like Swachh Bharat abhiyan, AMRUT , 
HRIDAY etc are also there . Smart city project was considered to give boost to 
cooperative federalism as well as participatory democracy. But Special Purpose 
vehicle though good to coordinate with different stakeholders are minimizing the 
role of local government and public to take decision regarding the need and demand 
of people residing in these areas. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hubli
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgaum
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulbarga
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karnataka
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veolia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Bank
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiruchirapalli
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 However, Smart city project is much welcomed step by govt especially in light of 
accompanying RURBAN mission, which not only help in sustainable infrastructure 
development of cities but also the commuting areas, hence will decrease the 
migration in cities and overburdening of it's infrastructure. Hence, it is necessary to 
see whole city as a system to better planning and need to consult and involve local 
govt and people for it's better implementation. 

Smart city program will be successful without burdening the coffers of govt, if duplication of 
schemes can be avoided, which resulted into the wastage of scarce resources. And 
development programs by local bodies must be coordinated with the plan of smart city. 
 

Topic: Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries 

in various parts of the world (including India)  

Q) Once impoverished city of Guiyang, the provincial capital of the southwestern Guizhou 

province — well known in history for its role during Mao Zedong’s Long March — is now fast 

emerging as one of the most prominent landmarks in China’s cyberspace. What are the 

reasons. Does its growth benefit India?  Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Reasons for the growth of Guiyang as a cyber space hub: 

Several factors have gone Guiyang’s way to emerge as China’s ‘Big Data’ core.  

 Geographical factors: 
o The climate here is mild 
o power is plentiful  
o improved transportation 

 Economic : 
o cost of establishing businesses lower than in China’s more developed parts 

along the coast.  
o secure investment environment 
o China's transition from a low-end manufacturing hub to an advanced digital 

economy based on high-end consumption and production 

 Political: 
o The local government has been relentless in pushing the hi-tech industry. 
o Strengthening policy support for business start-ups and providing professional 

services for entrepreneurs  

 All these factors lead to the National Institute of Information Technology (NIIT) 

initiative gearing up to train 50,000 Chinese students over the next five years. 

How can India benefit ? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/02/1-impoverished-city-guiyang-provincial-capital-southwestern-guizhou-province-well-known-history-role-mao-zedongs-long-march-now-f/
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 China is accumulating massive amount of hardware and on account of the proposed 

scale, major shortages of trained programmers are inevitable.  

 Lack of English efficiency in China can lead to new kinds of employment for many 

unemployed engineers in India . 

 Consequently, Guiyang will host server storage farms, intertwined with an army of 

engineers, who can cull out useful information from the vast data reservoirs that are 

being established in the city. This can be advantageous to India. 

 As India is software centric China is hardware centric there might be increase in 

cooperation and coordination between the two countries. 

 Especially in the light of make in India and development of manufacturing sector 

India can learn from the guiyang experience to develop its hardware industry leading 

to significant employment . 

 business of outsourcing call centers. 

No: 

 India will become more vulnerable to cyber threats as reports many cyber attacks 

emanate from China   

 India might lose investments in its IT industry if Quiyang like regions develop  

Q) According to a recent report, Bengaluru – the information technology and start-up hub – 

has surpassed many global cities as a preferred destination for innovation centres. Examine 

the factors that have contributed in making Bengaluru preferred destination for innovation 

centres. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

Background : 

 In a report by technology consulting and service firm Capgemini, Bengaluru has 

replaced Tokyo to become the fifth most preferred destination for all global 

multinational companies and for housing innovation centres. 

 The report said Silicon Valley was no longer the hub for corporate innovation, as 

global enterprises were seeking talent pools beyond established hubs. 

Factors  that have contributed in making Bengaluru preferred destination :- 

  

 Bengaluru, also known as the Silicon Valley of India, attracts world-class technology, 

talent and investments 

 Startup hub: 

o The city is home to billion-dollar Indian start-ups like Flipkart, InMobi and Mu 

Sigma 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/03/3-according-recent-report-bengaluru-information-technology-start-hub-surpassed-many-global-cities-preferred-destination-innovation-centres-examine-facto/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/03/3-according-recent-report-bengaluru-information-technology-start-hub-surpassed-many-global-cities-preferred-destination-innovation-centres-examine-facto/
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o Bengaluru has also emerged as the start-up hub of India, with mushrooming 

entrepreneurial and venture capital activities   

 Investment: 

o It is 3rd largest hub for high net worth individuals: There are nearly 10,000 

millionaires with an investable surplus of USD1.15 mn. 

 Good facilities: 

o Bangalore the most cosmopolitan city of India is the best place to ‘live and 

work’. 

o It is becoming a ‘Medical Hub’ due to the presence of World’s largest ‘healing 

center’ and ‘telemedicine center’. 

 Multiple industries and research institutes: 

o The presence of HAL headquarter and R&D center, National Aerospace 

Laboratories and several flying clubs has made Bangalore a aviation cluster of 

India 

o The city has few top-class global research institutes like Indian Institute of 

Science, and also houses many state-owned research organizations 

o The Indian Biotech industry is worth close to $4billion a year. Bangalore has 

more than 361 R & D units from the Biotech Industry.  

 Geographical factors like mild weather. 
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