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General Studies – 1 

 

Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times. 
 

Q) “With poor documentation of existing and stolen artefacts, outdated laws, and unqualified 

investigative agencies, India’s record in preserving its past is deplorable.” Critically comment. 

(200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Yes: its record is deplorable: 

 No proper database: 

 An integrated database of existing and stolen artefacts, hardly exist. 

 Providing sufficient information regarding theft cases has been a struggle. 

 For instance, to a question raised in Parliament in 2010 about the number of antiquities stolen, the government 

provided a list of 13 thefts that occurred between 2007 and 2010. This list did not include that of Subhash Kapoor, 

an international antiquities dealer currently in prison for his alleged involvement in the theft of 18 idols from 

Tamil Nadu. The number of thefts reported also appears too few to be true. 

 Pale investigative agencies: 

 Indian investigative agencies pale in comparison to carbinieri . Accomplishment of the cultural heritage squad of 

Carabinieri, the Italian armed police force. It has built an impressive database of about 1.1 million missing 

artefacts.  

 At the national level, the Central Bureau of Investigation handles antiquities theft as a part of its special crimes 

division. The division also handles cases of economic offences as well as those relating to dowry deaths, murders, 

and so on. It has not built the capacity to deal with stolen antiquities. 

 A few State governments have special wings as part of their police force, but these are also understaffed and 

unqualified. 

 Apathy towards antiquities: 

 Hundreds of buildings – like the stunning gompas (monasteries) of Ladakh and scores of temples in central and 

southern India – lie unprotected.  

 While countries such as Italy have not only successfully pursued stolen artefacts abroad but also effectively 

protected them locally.India, which is equally archaeologically rich and a victim of illicit trading, is far from it. 

 Kohinoor Diamond problem: 
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 The Indian government’s response in the Kohinoor case has exposed its insensate ignorance. It not only got the 

facts wrong, but appeared embarrassingly out of depth in understanding restitution of antiquities. Given the poor 

track record in restitution, it seems unlikely that India will get the Kohinoor back.  

 Legal failure: 

 National laws have not helped the cause either. 

 The Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972, mandates compulsory registration of antiquities. However, the 

process is so cumbersome that not many antiquities are registered. 

 There is also fear that registration would attract unnecessary government attention, and prevent the legitimate 

transfer of the objects. As a result, a large number of private collectors do not register antiquities in their 

possession. 

 The Act, which is meant to deter thefts, is outdated and has to be amended. Though the Justice Mukul Mudgal 

committee submitted a report recommending changes in 2011, the government is yet to take action. 

 The ‘license raj’ under the Antiquities Act restricted the trade of artefacts within the country, thus leading to 

either smuggling of these items out of the country or being sold surreptitiously.  

 A government initiative to document antiquities in its collection has also not progressed well. In 2007, the 

Ministry of Culture launched the National Mission on Monuments and Antiquities to complete documentation 

of about 70,00,000 antiquities. Until 2014, it had documented only 8,00,000 artefacts 

 The state of India’s museums is another sad story. 

 The Comptroller and Auditor General of India’s Performance Audit of Preservation and Conservation of 

Monuments and Antiquities in 2013 had scathing remarks about the country’s poor acquisition, documentation 

and conservation systems. 

 The audit also raised serious concerns about the “discrepancies in the number of antiquities reportedly available 

in museums” including the National Museum in Delhi. 

 Illegal Trade: 

 According to Global Financial Integrity, illegal trade in paintings, sculptures, and other artifacts is one of the 

world’s most lucrative criminal enterprises, estimated at $6 billion a year. 

 And India, with its redoubtable cultural heritage, bureaucratic apathy, and tardy implementation of 

antiquities protection laws, offers pilferers fertile ground to plunder the past and spirit away booty worth billions 

for sale in the international bazaar. 

 despite the punitive nature of law, Indian antiquities worth billions continue to be smuggled out of the country 

or hoarded in private collections sans documentation.  
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 According to the National Crime Records Bureau, between 2008 and 2012 a total of 4,408  items were stolen 

from 3,676 ASI-protected monuments across the country, but only 1,493 could be intercepted by police. Overall, 

around 2,913 items are feared to have been shipped to dealers and auction houses worldwide. 

 Indian antiquities also regularly feature in scams involving the world’s two largest auction houses – Sotheby’s and 

Christie’s. 

 Even though India is a signatory to the 1970 UNESCO treaty, experts say it is extremely tough to retrieve 

antiquities that have left the country. 

 Museums and the ASI remain gravely short-staffed with an inadequate number of licensing and registering officers.  

Government efforts: 

 To plug some of the loopholes, the government launched a National Mission on Monuments and Antiquities, tasked 

with documenting the antiquities and preparing a national database. 

 The mission help establish provenance in the retrieval of smuggled antiquities, in addition to promoting public 

awareness and participation in the safeguarding of antiquarian wealth. 

 A committee has also been set up to review museum security requirements for a comprehensive security policy. 

Suggestion: 

 laws in the K. and Canada allow citizens to place their art for sale on the international market with the State given 

the chance to match the highest bid, unlike India where any antiquity can be impounded by a government agency 

without fair compensation to its owner. 

 Having fair provisions in the act will balance the owners’ right to their property as well as the nation’s investment 

in important cultural objects 

 Experts recommend building larger cadres of art historians, conservators and archaeologists to man important sites 

and museums to safeguard and maintain heritage. 

 Incentivizing art fairs, auctions, and art dealers will help solve the problem by creating a thriving domestic market. If 

the market is regulated better, it will attract more buyers, sellers and artists and organically snuff out illicit trade. 

 The need for restitution to past victims has become a major part of national politics and international diplomacy.” It 

has become a way of correcting historical injustices. The Indian government, taking cues from such arguments, 

should build a mature understanding of restitution rather than hastily draft myopic responses. 

 

============================================================ 
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Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 
present- significant events, personalities, issues 
 

Q) Bhagat Singh had a number of political choices before him. Which choice did he make? 

Discuss his ideology. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Political choices and political ideology: 

Born as a revolutionary with ghadar fervour running in his blood and impressed by Mazzini young italy movement Bhagat 

singh’s political choice seems to have converted him to an abiding internationalism quite early in life besides making him a 

revolutionary patriot. 

With jallianwala bagh massacre he became anti-imperialist and he soon outgrew the confines of theistic middle class 

nationalism woven around the symbols of non-cooperation and Khilafat towards a revolutionary movement but being a 

romantic idealist revolutionary did not satisfy him. 

He became a marxist after getting influenced by the Bolshevik revolution which led to the formation of Hindustan socialist 

republican association in 1928.finally he became an marxist atheistic revolutionary committed to a world free of injustice 

and dogma.  

His idea of India was very much different than put forward by the nationalists and communalists.His India comprised of poor 

people who got exploited by capitalists and whose hope lay only in scientific socialism. 

Ideology of bhagat singh:- 

 He critiqued nationalism, anarchism, non-violence, terrorism, religion, theism and communalism relentlessly. 

 Criticism and independent thinking were dispensible qualities of a revolutionary. 

 He believed in charvaka school of philosophy who had “challenged the authority of God” but was aware of the need 

to use the expressions and recitals of ancient savants and thinkers in the struggle against ignorance. 

 He rejected mysticism in favour of dialectical materialism and a dialogical approach to knowledge. 

 He respected every human being for instance when europeans visited him in jail they treated them as his family 

members And when some European or British officer came to see him as a representative of the imperialist power he 

was very cold and hard towards him. 

 His fight was against the capitalist and imperialist system and not against any individuals.The same can be explained 

when he threw the bomb in the assembly as well. 

Bhagat Singh had a number of political choices but the fact that he constantly abjured them in favour of independence 

evident in each word of “why  i am an atheist” needs to be introspected. 
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============================================================ 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 

/contributions from different parts of the country. 
 

Q) Why was the Komagatu Maru tragedy a significant event in India’s fight against colonialism? 

Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Komagata Maru incident was a very significant event in the history of Indian revolutionary movement. This was the voyage 

of Komagata Maru, which though inspired by the doctrine of the Ghadar party indirectly gave a fillip to the Indian struggle 

for freedom.  

 Strong international collaboration and support: 

 It included sending emissaries from its headquarters to Southeast Asia to pass on the ‘true story’ about the British 

rule in India and secondly to incite people to join the rebellion and also by supplying arms and ammunition to the 

revolutionaries. 

 It meant the first contact between the Japanese people and the Indian Nationalists which paved the way later for 

the formation of Indian National Army. 

 The Komagata Maru incident and the Ghadar movement is the first revolutionary movement of modern India after 

the mutiny of 1857. It marks one of the ‘golden achievements’ in India’s fight for freedom. 

 This movement made Ghadar Party proclaim war on Britain and inspired thousands of Indian immigrants to come 

back and organize an armed rebellion against BritishFor instance, Kartar Singh Saraba, returned to India and urged 

Indian soldiers to revolt. 

 The noted revolutionary, Bhagat Singh, was himself motivated strongly by the Ghadar Party’s revolutionary 

struggles. 

 Komagata Maru incident violated at least three human rights, even though the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

wasn’t put into effect until December 1948 

 It left a deep impression in the minds of Indian diaspora in Canada and the people of India as well regarding the 

importance of demanding freedom. 

 The most striking aspect of the 376 Indians who were part of the Komagata Maru adventure was the bravery they 

exhibited, their unwavering commitment in keeping afloat the pride of their country. 

8

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/04/13/2-komagatu-maru-tragedy-significant-event-indias-fight-colonialism-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/04/13/2-komagatu-maru-tragedy-significant-event-indias-fight-colonialism-examine/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/canada-to-offer-formal-apology-for-komagata-maru-tragedy/article8468267.ece


SECURE | APRIL 2016                                                                      GS I 

 

©www.InsightsIAS.com                                                                                   ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 
 

 The story of the Komagata Maru resonates beyond 1914, linking to freedom movement in India and the right to vote 

for South Asians in Canada. The importance of this incident can be seen from the apologies of Canadian leaders to 

Indians most recently by the Canadian PM. 

 

Q) Critically comment on Dr B. R. Ambedkar’s views on nationalism. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Hindu 

 Nationality is a social feeling of oneness which makes those charged with it feel that they are kith and kin. Nationalism 

should be based on a strong will to live as a nation and deep feeling to make a state a cultural home with definite 

territory. 

 Ambedkar’s view on Nationalism stems from idea of spirit of dignity both for the people and for the country. 

 It is providing equality and civil rights for those who are deprived. 

 In absence of complete freedom of people nationalism becomes a conduit of internal slavery organised tyranny for the 

poor and depressed classes and  it is not different to freedom from British rule. 

 Nationalism is a spiritual phenomena rooted in humanism having ideals of equality, liberty and fraternity with 

expression of inner unity of people and is a process of social assimilation, negation of caste spirit. 

 It creates a strong sense of social brother hood in doing justice to the needy,feeling of oneness, and firm determination 

to improve the lives of the needy. 

 Emphasized on one common language which would strengthen unity and spirit of nationalism and is not just the blind 

worship of the motherland. 

 Composite Indian nationalism brings communal harmony amongst the Hindus and Muslims. 

 During the freedom movement with respect to Indian commercial community he observed their profit seeking 

orientation at the cost of people’s interest and disapproved their predatory economic pursuits under the garb of 

nationalism. 

 This can be looked in the present context with architecture of economy dominated by corporate and  finance capital 

in allowance with political formations championing the cause of so called nationalism. 

 Bourgeoisie and brahminism are twin enemies of the people so annihilation of caste,negation of capitalism are 

imperatives  for change and taking India forward. 

 Democracy is attitude of respect and reverence towards fellow men and his expression of this moves democracy into 

social and economic realm providing dignity to all. 

 “It is a divine right of majority to rule minorities according to the wishes of majority” is anti-national. 

However he was often been criticized for being anti-national because of the following reasons: 
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 Due to his attitude towards freedom movement for welcoming British as the deliverers from age cold tyranny and 

oppression by the orthodox Hindustan being regardless of any nationalistic sentiments. 

 Questioned India as a nation with so many castes present. 

Ambedkar was a humanist first and he strongly believed that freedom of India will establish hindu domination. His view of 

nationalism helped to widen the scope of the freedom and laid a broad social foundation on which the present Indian state 

stands. 

 

Topic: Salient features of Indian society 
 

Q) A spate of murders and dishonourable crimes in the name of ‘honour’ whether of a family or 

caste or community have been reported in the recent past and are continuing to be reported 

(NCW).  Why this practice persists? What laws exist to prevent such incidences and punish 

individuals involved in such crimes? Examine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Why does this practice persist? 

 ‘Honor’ killings stem from a social system that has been conditioned by a rigid, often local, understanding of what 

honor means. understanding of honor is colored by a weft of patriarchy and misconstrued religious and cultural 

values. 

 In several communities across India, women are seen as the emblems of family honor. Their behavior, decisions 

and actions are seen as a reflection of the family’s “values” and so any deviation from the “accepted” route is 

a dent on family status. 

 feed on the Lakshman Rekha mentality in which a line is drawn around a woman to protect her, and crossing that 

line, by a man or woman, calls for action from family men whose sense of honor or masculinity has been perceived 

to have been challenged. 

 Caste endogamy, caste purity ensures this patriliny and emphasizes the need for controlling the female sexuality 

to assure the paternity and lineage of the offspring. A man’s honour largely lies in his ability to impose such 

control on his womenfolk. 

 Since inter-caste marriages ,village exogamy tend to weaken the differences existing among the different caste 

groups and disturb the caste hierarchies, marriage or a love affair between a high caste girl and a low caste boy 

is always contested and criminalized. 

 Cold-blooded murders for the preservation of honour is the direct cause  due to a feudal-mindset, the belief in 

male-chauvinism, lack of formal governance in rural areas and Khap panchayat acting as parallel courts. 
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 the “culture of silence” adopted by the villagers leading to lack of any substantial evidence thereby hampering 

the process of investigation, when taken up, is another perpetrator of this social stigma. 

 Lack of political will to take steps towards the abolition of the Khaps 

 Even the police and the judiciary at times act as mute spectators and passive supporters of the honour 

protectors.It is generally mostly targeted against women even though the murder of men also takes place. 

 The recent murders in Tamilnadu and Karnataka brought this gruesome act to the limelight again. 

Laws: 

 Honour Killing is ultimately a form of homicide and thus constitutes a violation of Article 14, 15(1) and (3), 19, 21 

and 39(f) of The Constitution of India. 

 It is against the various International Commitments the Government of India has made in the “United Nations 

Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women” (1982),Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (1948) and International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966). 

 Though Article 51 (e) of the Indian Constitution enumerates the fundamental duty to promote harmony and the 

spirit of common brotherhood amongst all people of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or 

sectional diversities and to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women. 

 Inter-caste marriages have been validated in India as early as in 1949 by the Hindu Marriages Validity Act, 1949. 

 Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, diametrically against the customary marriage rules in India, offers more freedom in 

marriage by doing away with identification of marital partners according to caste and permits both sagotra and 

inter-caste marriages. 

 Preventing a woman from marrying a person of her choice is an emotional abuse under the Protection of Women 

from Domestic Violence Act, 2005. 

Supreme court: 

 the Supreme Court in 2011, outlawed the evil practice of of protracted illegal honour killings by Khap Panchayats 

in India establishing that individual liberty under Article 21 has the highest place in the Constitution 

 landmark case of Lata Singh v State of Uttar Pradesh  the Supreme Court has ruled that “there is nothing 

honourable in such killings, and in fact they are nothing but barbaric and shameful acts of murder” 

 In the case of Arumugam Servai vs.State of Tamil Nadu, the Supreme Court has declared honour killings based 

on the perception of the Khaps, wholly illegal that must be stamped out. 

 The Supreme Court in Bhagwan Dass v. State of NCT, Delhi, 2011 laid down that honour killings satisfy ‘the rarest 

of the rare’ doctrine so as to attract the death penalty for its perpetrators.  

Suggestions: 
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 the idea that the members of a gotra descended from a rishi is not historically true since many gotra names are 

territorial or professional in significance. The general public ought to be made aware of this reality. 

 Honour killing crimes go unreported resulting in a very low conviction rate. To deal with this issue, it is essential 

that a specific legislation in this regard with heavy penalty is enacted. 

 an additional clause specific to honour killing in section 300 of the IPC, amendment of The Indian Evidence Act, 

1872 and The Special Marriages Act, 1954, which would do away with the provision for the mandatory 30 days 

notice period for marriages intended to be solemnized under this Act. 

 Like all social evils, unless society shuns these practices, the police and judiciary alone cannot save women who 

want to break free from arranged and abusive marriages. 

 “in August 2012 the Law Commission of India prepared draft legislation known as the Prohibition of Interference 

With the Freedom of Matrimonial Alliances Bill. This bill was designed to target the unlawful activities of communal 

assemblies in these cases. However, even now, the draft has not been presented before the Parliament, and the 

future of the proposed bill looks uncertain. 
*Facts: 

The United Nations says that one in every five cases of thousands of honor killings internationally occur in India each 
year. 

According to the U.N. Population Fund, around 5,000 women are victims of “honour” killings worldwide every year. 

 

Q) Since pre- Independence days, many arguments are made for and against imposing prohibition 

in India. Discuss these arguments and examine if it’s feasible in today’s India to impose 

prohibition. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Prohibition seeks to ban the production and consumption of alcohol in an attempt to control the social consequences of 

alcoholism. 

pros of prohibition:- 

 Prohibition of alcohol limits and/or prevents alcohol addiction. There is a direct correlation between alcohol 

consumption and an increase in crime. Violent crimes, domestic violence,rapes ,assault, and disorderly conduct are 

most common with persons who are intoxicated. 

 Health: Alcohol, especially in large quantities, can damage people’s kidneys and livers, and can eventually lead to 

death. According to WHO 6.2% of all male related deaths globally are alcohol related. 

 poor people especially men spend most of the money on alcohol leading to deprivation in the family and lack of 

education for the children etc..prohibition leads to savings in the family. 
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 relationships get strengthened and social bonding in the family also improves . Psychological studies have shown that 

a large number of children from alcohol abuse families face problems like loneliness, guilt, fear of abandonment, low 

self-esteem and chronic depression 

 Religion: Some religions (such as Islam, Mormonism, and some Pentecostal Christians) expressly forbids the 

consumption of alcohol. 

Reasons Against Prohibition: 

 Freedom of Choice: People should have the freedom of choice to decide to drink alcohol or not, as long as that freedom 

does not infringe on the freedoms of other people. 

 Underground or Black Markets: 

 High demand will lead to illegal business 

 bootlegger tends to adulterate drink with other ingredients which results in an almost toxic commodity. 

 Safety: Alcohol made without government regulations and inspections pose a possibly serious health and safety risk 

to consumers. 

 Economy: Prohibiting alcohol leads to loss of taxes and legitimate jobs and a major source of revenue which can be 

used for public services 

 Decline in Tourism – The ban on alcohol has a great impact on the number of foreigners visiting the country. During 

the year 2010 – 2011, around 27% foreigners visited Gujarat but it declined drastically by 5% in the year of 2011 – 

2012. The tourism sector of Kerala is also largely affected by the ban on alcohol 

 Organized Crime: Criminal organizations will mostly profit from prohibition and, that in return, will promote other 

illegal activities. And that will organize criminal organizations even more. 

 Society: In most cultures and religions, social drinking is an acceptable practice like the tribal custom in India 

 Banning alcohol consumption also increases corruption. In Kerala, to avoid prohibition of alcohol law the bar owners 

argued that they had paid crores of rupees in the form of bribes to various leaders. 

 There are some health benefits by alcohol consumption as well like  lowers the risk of gallstones,  destroys Helicobacter 

pylori infection that causes ulcer etc.. 

It is not feasible to impose prohibition in India at present as seen from below: 

 Kerala banned liquor  in a graded way i.e  restricting the provision of liquor to be served only in five-star hotels which 

led to shut down of 700 liquor shops and loss of employment but permits the consumption of beer and wine makes it 

an ardent task to shut down the liquor industry. 

 Using prohibition as an electoral promise only to be compromised later made it an aspect  of vote bank politics. 

 Despite Gujarat banning alcohol  smuggling and illicit sale of alcohol are very common. 
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Before prohibition other measures like empowering women economically,awareness to people about health issues,strong 

political will without corruption and strong government administration are needed 

 

Q) In 2015, the highest number of farmer suicides were recorded in what is known as ‘suicide 

belt’ in Maharashtra, followed by Punjab, Telangana, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh among 

others. It is believed that irrational and constant support seeking behaviour of farmers is the cause 

of this agrarian tragedy. Do you agree? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Yes: 

After green revolution’s success farmers from those regions gained economic and political stronghold which led to 

concessions provided by the government in terms of subsidies,loan waivers and subvention schemes to gain electoral 

support,Demand for good minimum support prices etc.., 

However this largely favoured the big and medium scale farmers. Small farmers with small landholdings were the worst 

affected . 

No: 

 changing weather patterns:triggered by two back-to-back failures of the Indian monsoon together with a collapse in 

global commodity prices, including agricultural commodities. 

 growing risk apetite of the farmers to reorganize their crop mix away from traditional offerings.While this promises 

dramatic increase in return, it includes unhedged downside risks 

 when rural distress struck, farmers were stuck with a mounting debt burden—the core reason that prompted farmer 

suicides. 

 the structural factors underlying rural distress, including the inability to underwrite the emerging risks of farming 

using market-based instruments like insurance. 

 with introduction of genetically modified crop farmers were at the mercy of big multinational companies  

 due to government policies there is no clarity for farmers regarding crop management.sugarcane is excessively 

cultivated in drought prone areas of maharashtra. 

 excessive salination of groudwater in northern india led to decrease in crop productivity which makes farmers 

vulnerable. 

 excessive spending on daughter’s marraige leads to more stress 

Suggestions:-(extra) 
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 collaboration between agricultural universities and farmers is needed to be aware of the best practices which increase 

the crop productivity. 

 Need for meaningful crop insurance policies:Crop insurance is must and the claim should be settled easily under the 

supervision of the district collectors 

 Better access to formal credit to avoid exorbitant rates charged by money lenders. 

 consolidation of landholdings is a significant land reform to be needed. 

 Model APMC act need to be implemented to enhance farmers get the right price for their produce 

 Storage facilities with proper warehouses need to be constructed. 

 scienfic fertiliser use is a very important step. 

 Multiple crops:Cultivation of multi crops such as coconut, turmeric, pine apple, banana, apple, papaya, ginger will yield 

profitable results to the farmers. 

 Alternate source of income for farmers by encouraging them to involve in horticulture ,animal husbandry etc.. 

*fact: 

2,806 farmers committed suicide in 2015 due to “agrarian reasons”. 

 

Q) One of the key strategies of the racist, discriminating communities is to make us believe that 

discrimination is natural, that it is part of nature, and that you have to accept it. This applies 

to India where caste-based discrimination is made to believe as crude reality that one has to live 

with.  In your opinion, how this notion can be deconstructed? How India can be made caste-free 

society? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Caste system is deeply engraved in Indian society, to deconstruct or unlearn the learnt is a difficult social challenge. 

How can India be made casteless? 

 Strict Legislations– 

Constitutional backing advocating that everyone is equal irrespective of the caste, with immediate actions against those 

who violate it. For instance, Law against untouchability is housed in the Indian constitution since its birth, but due to failed 

effective implementation, untouchability still is a sad truth of our society. Strict enforcement of laws like the protection of 

human right, prevention of atrocities on SC/ST which would set an example that perpetuators of crimes especially of upper 

castes can`t get away from the law. 

 De-Casting the Caste 

A strong constitutional backing that everyone is equal irrespective of the caste. There needs to be a choice category named 

‘casteless’ for people who are vexed with the caste system and who do not want to be identified with any caste. 
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 Rationalizing reservation 

Making social and economic backwardness as the sole criteria for reservation and doing away with any kind of caste based 

reservation. It only superimposes the system and is seen to create resentment amongst higher caste against lower caste 

when they fail to acquire a seat despite of good score. 

 Checking caste as a Political tool 

 Caste based politics has become a feature of Indian society. This also superimposes the Varna system, which is then 

followed by continued discrimination and differentiation. Caste system per say was never bad as it brought in 

interdependence and strong community life within the society. 

 Education/ Awareness 

Empowerment via education is a credible long-term solution. For instance, historically in rural India Jajmani system was 

followed where there were some occupational roles assigned to each caste and there was a system of interdependence. 

With education, there was mobilization leading to breakdown of traditional roles and this is seen especially in urban areas 

where caste system is not directly correlated to occupational roles. 

 Legal Backing 

Legal backing to inter-caste marriages and strict actions against honor killing and Khap panchayats can be stepping stones 

towards building a casteless society. 

 Intellectual Backing 

Rational debates and strong intellectual backing is needed to make people understand the original basis of caste system 

and benefits of being a casteless society 

Changes that can be seen 

 Due to increased western influences and also due to access to education, the lower castes got mobilized and started 

imitating the upper castes in terms of lifestyle, rituals and practices, i.e. they underwent Sanskritization. 

 After independence many castes which were earlier discriminated as lower castes gained enormous benefits like the 

toddy tappers in Orissa. Economic opportunities gave an impetus to the social status of various lower castes. 

 Purity and pollution is not adhered to very strictly these days especially in urban areas, however in rural areas it 

depends on the dominant caste. If dominant caste is lower caste there might be discrimination against the upper caste. 

(Note: A dominant caste is one which has economic power, numerical strength and political influence. It need not be 

an upper caste). 

 Also there is an increasing tendency of Varnisation of the upper castes and casteisation of lower castes. The Sudra in 

the Varna system got divided further in to Sudra and untouchables. In Tamil Nadu the Sudra castes that have gained 

political power for e.g. the Vanniyar caste is in frequent communal riots between Dalits and Vanniyars. 
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 Backward castes like Yadav, Kamma, Reddy gained political clout because of their agricultural proficiency and 

discrimination towards these castes is not often visible. 

 Also, reservation policies showed India the irony of castes wanting to be made lower castes to receive benefits. 

One can see the trace of Babasaheb’s radiant vision in the SDGs adopted by the UN General Assembly to eliminate poverty, 

hunger and socio-economic inequality by 2030. However in a country like India where caste has such history and is highly 

entrenched in the societal mindset making it a casteless society seems to be a utopic idea. Experts suggest the shift from 

“caste rigid” to “caste less” cannot be the only way. The more practical approach therefore would be to remove inequalities 

within the caste system and not eradication of caste altogether. 

 

Topic: Secularism; Communalism 

 

 Q) “Personal laws in India actually harm rather than preserve religious freedom.” Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Yes, they harm religious freedom: 

 In the context of smaller religious groups, such as Sikhs, Jains and Buddhists, they are miscategorised by the personal 

law system and force-fitted into a religious identity they don’t themselves recognise. 

 Groups such as Baha’is are worse off, as they are simply ignored by the personal law system they are deemed too 

insignificant to even be misrecognised, and have to contend with non-recognition. 

 Other miscategorised group are atheists, rationalists and agnostics. According to the last census, that is 2.87 million 

Indians. The personal law system, except in some areas, doesn’t have an exit option for non-believers. A religious 

identity is forced upon them, whether they like it or not. Thus the personal law system stands in the way of the 

enjoyment of freedom from religion. 

 The personal law system also violates the religious autonomy of believers of those faiths which it does recognise. 

When people get married, divorced, inherit property, make gifts, bequeath property, etc, they often have to do so in 

accordance with their state determined personal law. But religious people are likely to have a wide range of mutually 

incompatible views about what their religion requires. The personal law system cannot possibly accommodate all these 

diverse viewpoints. 

 The heterodox believer is forced to act according to religious beliefs not her own. The system simultaneously injures 

and insults her religious freedom: It forces her to follow practices inimical to her faith because the state claims that 

her faith requires them. 

 Muslim personal law 
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 is considered as a symbol of a distinct Indian Muslim identity and an area of law with divine sanction and, 

therefore, beyond the purview of temporal government. It uses the constitutional guarantee of the “right freely 

to profess, practise and propagate religion”. Between these intransigent outposts stands the baffled liberal 

citizen. 

 Muslim women are not able to adhere to their fundamental rights especially art 15 and 14 as the Ulemas declare 

that Sharia law governs the Muslim women .Even polygamy , entitlements after divorce in Shah Bano case, 

Muslim adoption laws not allowing Muslim woman to adopt are all examples of restricting religious freedom. 

 Some personal laws have not covered the instances that instigate violence on women like prohibition of liquor which 

is prohibited under the Muslim law. Despite dowry being a crime, personal law doesn’t ensure justice to women as 

they are still victimised by it. 

No,it doesn’t harm religious freedom: 

 Hindu code bills protected the fundamental rights of Hindu women way back in 1955 itself. Even property rights have 

been granted to them which was not the case with other communities especially Muslims. 

 Similarly they give a sense of identity especially to the religious minotities in a majoritarian country like India . 

Suggestion: 

 Instead to a contractual system that allows persons to elect their norms, choose religious arbitration or mediation if 

they wish, restrained by threshold legal protections against oppression, as a possible way forward. 

 Also Uniform civil code needs to be made a reality in the Indian system to reduce the confusion with different personal 

laws. 

 

 

Topic: Role of women; Population and associated issues; Poverty and developmental 

issues 
 

Q) Increase in life expectancy all over the world, which is a desirable outcome of economic and 

social progress, is creating new challenges. The problem of ageing populations has become a 

matter of great concern in rich countries, and now in China too. Can societies use aged people as 

resources? In the context of India and the world, discuss. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Challenges to countries because of ageing: 

Economic challenges: 
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 Increase in the dependency ratio: If the retirement age remains fixed, and the life expectancy increases, there 

will be relatively more people claiming pension benefits and less people working and paying income taxes. The 

fear is that it will require high tax rates on the current, shrinking workforce. 

 Increased government spending on healthcare and pensions. Also, those in retirement tend to pay lower income 

taxes because they are not working. This combination of higher spending commitments and lower tax revenue is 

a source of concern for Western governments – especially those with existing debt issues and unfunded pension 

schemes. 

 Shortage of workers: An ageing population could lead to a shortage of workers and hence push up wages causing 

wage inflation. Alternatively, firms may have to respond by encouraging more people to enter the workforce, 

through offering flexible working practices. 

 Changing sectors within the economy: An increase in the numbers of retired people will create a bigger market 

for goods and services linked to older people (e.g. retirement homes) 

 Higher savings for pensions may reduce capital investment. If society is putting a higher % of income into pension 

funds, it could reduce the amount of savings available for more productive investment, leading to lower rates of 

economic growth. 

 Because of ageing and increasing life expectancy western countries share in the global GDP is reducing in relative 

terms. 

 While demographic changes are incremental, the cumulative change in demographic structure has started to 

impinge on the fiscal capacity of many developed economies, particularly in Europe – an increase in share 

of retirees, existing social compacts in many developed countries have come under strain as their capacity to 

service public debt has diminished and private debt has also risen. 

 especially during economic crisis they get affected even more as unemployment rises and they dont have the 

necessary skill and population to work. 

 Without international migration, the working-age population (persons in age group 20-64 years, as per UN 

classification) in the developed countries would decline by 77 million or about 11 per cent – which could increase 

the dependence of the developed countries on international migrants or on outsourcing of work. 

 in developing countries like India the needs of increasing numbers of elderly persons are to be provided for when 

the demands of India’s youthful population are not yet creates an economic challenge.  

Health challenges: 

 A rise in age-related chronic illness:- Dementia and Alzheimer’s disease are expected to almost double every 20 

years, as life expectancy increases. 
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 Special challenges for less developed nations: Poorer countries will carry the double burden of caring for older 

people with chronic diseases, as well as dealing with continued high rates of infectious diseases. 

 Increasing need for specialized health care workers: With millions more older people needing health care, 

specialized doctors, like geriatricians, will be necessary to help seniors worldwide. By 2030, it is estimated that 

36,000 geriatricians will be needed in the United States alone 

 Increasing need for long-term care: The number of sick and frail elderly needing affordable nursing homes or 

assisted living centers will likely increase. 

 Health care costs increase:As older people stop working and theirhealth care needs increase,they might be 

pushed to poverty without government support. In the United States, another baby boomer turns 60 every eight 

seconds.  

 As generally live longer than men most of them will end up being widows and might have acquired less education 

with fewer years at work and therefore more restricted access to social security. 

Advantages Of using Aged people as a resource: 

 Increased longevity may also boost labor supply and saving rates. In addition, a decline in fertility increases female 

labor supply (Bailey, 2006) and the resources available to invest in children’s health and education 

 It is likely that older communities will become more law abiding, since older people are less inclined to commit 

crimes. 

 community benefits: 

 Older people tend to play a role in supporting and maintaining informal social networks, which in turn bind 

communities and families together and can make a substantial contribution to improving social conditions. 

 In Vietnam, Old People’s Associations (OPAs) .government uses them to reach the communities for 

popularising the government programmes. A great benefit of these ‘inter-generational self-help groups’ (as 

the OPAs are called) is the social capital they accumulate and the cohesion they enable within communities. 

 women in self-help groups are improving the quality of lives of people in many countries. especially SEWA 

(the self-employed women’s association) in India 

  Re-integration of the elderly into communities may save humanity from mindlessly changing into a technology-

driven ‘Industry 4.0’ which futurists are projecting: an economy of robots producing things for each other. 

 Most middle-aged and older adults will have living parents, and more children will know grandparents — even 

great-grandparents. 

 Healthy elderly citizens can share their wealth of knowledge with younger generations, help with child care, 

and volunteer or hold jobs in their communities. 

Facts: 
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 OECD warned that the world was ageing at an unprecedented rate and that this could help slow global annual 

economic growth from an average of 3.6% this decade to about 2.4% from 2050 to 2060 

 By 2030, children will be 23.9% and the elderly will increase to 12.5%, i.e. 190 million people in India. 

 By 2010-15, life expectancy in India had almost caught up with the global average: 67.5 years in India, compared 

with 70.5 years globally.  

 In 2045 the number of people 60 or older will be higher than the number of children worldwide for the first time 

in history. 
 

Q) India stands next only to China in the prevalence of diabetes, and contributes nearly one-sixth 

to the global disease burden of 422 million. Discuss the factors contributing to rise in prevalence 

of diabetes in India, its effect on population and economy, and measures needed to prevent this 

disease. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Factors contributing to the rise of Diabetes: 

 increased consumption of sugar rich,refined and processed food products 

 longevity and population growth make people vulnerable 

 central adiposity i.e,, accumulation of fat around the abdominal area and obesity increase are the most important 

factors 

 sedentary lifestyles and steady urban migration 

 genetic susceptibility make Indians more vulnerable 

 occurence of Diabetes in rural population is 1/4 th of the urban population. 

  

Effect of Diabetes On population and economy: 

 It is one of the major causes for disability in adults 

 Costly treatment leads to huge out of pocket expenditure .poor people spend on an average 25% of their income on 

private care. 

 Heart disease and strokes are linked to diabetes. 

 Huge loss to economy as expenditure is $ 73 billion dollars. 

 threatens productivity of work force,economic growth and national income 

 It reduces peoples employment chances and wages around the world. 

 Huge stress on insurance companies. 
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Measures needed: 

 Dietary changes and physical activity are very effective at treating gestational diabetes. 

 early detection of pre diabetes when blood sugar level is higher than normal and regular check of sugar levels in blood. 

 public awareness about the magnitude of the problem 

 Eating healthy food like fruits,vegetables and avoiding junk food. 

 Indian health policies need to give an impetus to this disease as so far there is no comprehensive policy on it. 

 

Q) “Despite a predominantly young population, a demographic dividend is unlikely to accrue to 

India unless the northern belt, the youngest region in the country in terms of population age, ramps 

up its performance on several socio-economic parameters.” Discuss. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

Economic theory suggests that when the proportion of young people in a region increases, a significant boost to economic 

growth should materialise. US after World War II accrued this particular benefit as the baby boomers delivered record 

productivity. However, even as India’s demographic profile today is similar to that of the US in 1960, contrary to popular 

belief, a demographic dividend is unlikely to accrue to India anytime soon. 

India’s rapid economic progress over the past two decades masks its abysmal performance on social indicators. The 

imbalance between rapid economic progress and stagnant-cum-awful social metrics is particularly glaring in India’s northern 

belt . The reasons are :- 

1.India’s gender ratio: 

 Women constitute only 48 per cent of India’s population . This can be largely attributed to the northern belt poor 

gender ratio as women account for only 43 per cent of India’s female population compared to 57 per cent of the male 

population. 

2.Education: 

 This region is characterised by the youngest population structure in the country – 20 per cent of the population here 

is aged between 15 and 24. However, owing to lack of skills and education – only 71 per cent of people are literate 

compared to 80 per cent in south India – it won’t be able to reap the benefits of its youthful demographic structure. 

3.Unemployment: 

 Out of every 100 people in the INB, 64 are unemployed (the corresponding number for south India is 36). 

 The southern states’ labour markets are in better shape compared to those in the northern region which suffers from 

an oversupply of under-skilled labour.  

4.Agriculture, which accounts for 60 per cent of employment here has consistently grown at a slower pace than the 

industrial and services sectors in the last two decades. 

5.Per capita income in south India is $2,000 versus $1,200 in the northern region . 
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6.Public finances: 

 Southern states’ public finances are better managed and state-level balance sheets characterised by lower levels of 

debt and superior tax collection abilities. 

7.Health parameters like maternal health, infant mortality rate , malnutrition are also high in this region when compared to 

the south. It is mainly due to the lack of education and lack of Rights for women along with the lack of political will. 

8.Given that India’s competitive advantage in the global export market lies in producing “light industrial products” that are 

capital-light but knowledge-intensive, the south would be able to produce the same effectively, making the north 

increasingly less relevant as an economic growth driver in the following decades. 

Consequences :- 

 All the above factors have resulted in higher crime rates in this region 

 has also led to an increase in instances of communal tension in the region. For instance, Uttar Pradesh witnessed the 

highest number of communal incidents among states in 2010-14. 

 Besides the increase in crime rates, a combination of skewed gender ratio, economic destitution and a large population 

of unemployed youth has resulted in social unrest and, consequently, explicit economic losses. For instance, Uttar 

Pradesh lost 416 man-days in CY 2013 due to disturbances such as strikes and lockouts. 

 India could get stuck in a “low-income trap” if its north fails to improve its abysmal standing on socio-economic 

parameters as unequal societies are unlikely to deliver sustainable growth; and high youth unemployment limits 

consumption growth. 

 

Q) Recent violent protests in Bangalore over a Provident Fund rule is said to be a warning that 

growing disparities must be addressed urgently in major industrial centres. Do you agree? 

Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Once the state has ensured increase in the growth rate, it should also ensure that increased growth trickles down and evenly 

distributed. 

Why are there disparities? 

ECONOMIC: 

1) Disparities due to growth factor: 

 The earnings of different groups rise differently. The incomes of the upper-income and middle-income groups rise 

more rapidly than those of the poor. have seen the slowest increase in incomes. 

2) Differential Regional Growth: 

 Great proportion of the poor live in the backward states regions, and most of the few at the top live in the high- income 

states regions. 
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 More focus on service sector especially in metropolitan cities. 

3)Difference in working condition: 

 Working conditions are below universally recognized standards set by the International Labour Organization (ILO), and 

that the wages these workers are paid cannot be termed as a ‘living wage’. 

 To illustrate Ludhiana, known for its hosiery, knitwear and industry, is witnessing the closure and shifting of units due 

to heavy taxation making the survival of industry unfavourable. 

4)Inadequate employment generation: 

 Mismatch in the increase in employment opportunities and rise in labour force. 

SOCIAL: 

 Inadequate access to public goods such as education, judicial system, housing etc. 

 Low penetration of social security and insurance schemes. 

 Poor quality of standard of living leading to stress, lack of opportunity and life choices. This makes mobility of this class 

difficult. 

Others: 

 High food inflation and cost of living. 

 Decline in agricultural income due to drought, crop failures, inadequate irrigation facilities. 

 Population increase led to high competition for jobs leading to frustration among graduates. 

 Tax system not helping employees much as they already pay 30% for income tax +30% for indirect like customs ,excise 

etc . 

 Globalization has led to weakening of collective bargaining power of workers in manufacturing sector leading to 

building of deep mistrust in the system. 

What has government done so far? 

 Directive policies already show that social security for the employees is necessary 

 With Smart cities , amrut, aadhar, LPG subsidy government tried to improve the quality of lives of the people. 

 Social security mechanisms like rashtriya swasthya bhima yojana, atal pension yojana ,pradhan mantri jeevan jyoti 

yojana, Prashanth mantri swasthya bhima yojana, NPA like social security act have been implemented. 

 Fixing minimum wage with minimum standard of living by passage of minimum wage Act of 1948.This helps to level 

up income. 

What needs to be done? 

 Promoting msme, agricultural sector. 

 Skill training to cater to the needs of make in India  and manufacturing sector. 

 Develop City outgrowths to avoid congestion. 
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 Labour reforms so that proper structure is set in place 

 Direct tax taxation and GST to lessen the burden of taxation on the people. 

 Promote Startups for self employment so that these people can be employers rather than an employee. 

Building systems and policies offers a large stake in economic and social progress. 

 

Q) Inefficient waste management has become a norm in most Indian cities. What are the practical 

measures that can help mobilize citizens to participate in cleanliness drive? Discuss. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Practical measures: 

Citizens: 

 Segregation at source – Residents can separate wet and dry garbage at the house itself making waste management 

very easy. And also segregating E-waste, as batteries, chargers, etc are common components of regular household 

waste. 

 Tracking Regular Garbage Collection– Residents can actively track and complain about the vehicle if they have do not 

show up on a particular day so that the contractors is not given the payment 

 Banning plastic bags – retailers and sellers need to be fined as problem is solved at the source itself. Moreover, citizens 

can be encouraged to carry cloth bags while they go for shopping. 

 Volunteering- For cleaning dumping grounds with community participation. where part of it was for public use like 

parks. Other parts were for composting and green zone established with planted trees. Eg. SWaCH Cooperative Society, 

Pune 

 Energy- By generating biogas from waste, e.g. deolali pravara, Maharashtra; or by putting a vermicomposting plant in 

their society and building. Also hotels/restaurants can start composting their own garbage through bio-methanation 

as mentioned in the solid waste management rules 2016 

 Education/Awareness– School level education programs to make children aware along with school recycling waste on 

its own via composting. 

Administrative measures: 

 Specific collection times when vehicles would come around and collect waste, e.g. As in Bengaluru City 

 Mandating Garbage segregation by using garbage bags with different color codes, as it is done in western countries. 

 Toll free lines and complaint numbers need to be setup. Also complaints can be addressed via WhatsApp as done in 

Lonavala, Maharashtra. 

 GPS tracking of collecting vehicles to see if they reached the spot on time. 
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 Open defecation control by public shaming either by printing offender’s names in the posters and filing FIR. In Sangola 

Maharashtra 200 FIR’s under Bombay police act were filed for open defecation detaining people at police station for 

a few hours. This changed the attitude of the people immediately 

 Public toilets were cleaned regularly with adequate water supply. Also mobile public toilets were set up 

 Handling better equipment for staff and offering medical insurance / medical checkup along with payment of salaries 

on time  

 Plastic waste is crushed and can be integrated into road development as a material 

 Unique solutions like directing all waste from hotels for pig feeding helps link the business with the owners and 

reducing wares in a friendly way 

 Strong political support and contractual clauses can be modified in such a manner as to disqualify the errant 

contractors 

Forward backward linkage is needed for waste management is needed for most Indian cities. Besides many cities are spilling 

out way beyond their capacities. There is an urgent need for alternative dumping grounds. 

 

Q) Examine the efforts made and challenges faced by the National Commission for Women 

(NCW) and other women organizations in providing justice to muslim women who are suffering 

from abject poverty and harsh personal laws. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Efforts by NCW and other organizations: 

 In 2000, National Commission for Women (NCW), released a report, ‘Voice of the Voiceless — Status of Muslim 

Women in India’ in which Muslim women from all over India spoke of their double disadvantage: abject poverty and 

harsh personal laws. 

 Over the years other Muslim women’s organisations were formed such as STEPS in Tamil Nadu, Bharatiya Muslim 

Mahila Andolan (BMMA) and lately Bebaak Mahila Collective. 

 Even the traditional organisation like All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) started changing although slowly.A 

few women were made members of the AIMPLB. Male spaces opened for women.  

 In 2007 in Lucknow No one issued a fatwa against a woman for performing Nikah 

 A few groups are planning to intervene in support of the uniform civil code.  

 Women organizations are providing extensive support to the recent triple Talaq case filed by a Muslim woman in the 

supreme court to enforce her constitutional rights and intervene in Muslim personal laws. 

 Campaigns to enforce recommendations of Sachar Committee for reservations in educational institutions and jobs 

besides empowering women 

Challenges faced by these organizations: 
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 No section had taken notice of NCW’s recommendations about the plight of the Muslim women 

 The ulemas are preparing to counter them with Islamic arguments.Any interference in Muslim personal law,was 

against the fundamental right of freedom of religion which has been given to all citizens by the Constitution of India. 

 Reluctance of State to interfere in regulation of religious affairs  

What is needed? 

 Ulemas should acknowledge and respect the multiple forums for women such as the All India Shia Personal Law Board, 

the All India Muslim Women’s Personal Law Board. 

 Newer Muslim women’s organisations such as the BMMA have developed their own Nikah Namas (marriage contracts) 

which needs validation from the government. 

 A uniform civil code is the Directive Principle towards which the country had promised to move. 

 

Q) Why women fare badly on nutritional health indicators in India when an average girl child 

aged less than 5 years is healthier than her male peers? Explain the causes of these gender gaps in 

nutritional status and significance of these causes. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

 Gap in dietary diversity in favour of boys for all age groups is visible except for 12 years old and the gap is largest in 

15 year age group 

 In India where meals are usually shared from the same pot parents may be able to discriminate between siblings by 

providing an egg , a piece of fruit/ glass of milk to the preferred child at a given age. 

 Girls drop out and do household chores like fetching water so they need more nutrition supplements which are not 

met. 

 Adolescent girls  are not as well fed as boys of their age 

 Patriarchal mindset where in most families women are supposed to eat after men. This leaves them insufficient food 

to eat  

 Till government schemes provide support they are cared for like ICDS, Mother tracking system after that preferential 

treatment at home discriminates women. 

 Early marriages lead to abortion leading to the vicious cycle of malnutrition and anaemia  

 Lack of education and awareness of women 

 Abysmal hygiene standards with open defecation around 75% in bihar , 64% in MP 

 Numerous studies have found that the rates of admission to hospitals vary dramatically with gender, with men 

visiting hospitals more frequently than women. 

 Differential access to healthcare occurs because women typically are entitled to a lower share of household resources 

and thus utilise healthcare resources to a lesser degree than men. 
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 It has also been found that Indian women frequently underreport illnesses. The underreporting of illness may be 

contributed to these cultural norms and gender expectations within the household 

  

Significance of the causes:- 

 Children may survive due to better health and vaccines but may not reach their full potential as productive citizens  

 Demographic dividend advantage cannot be utilized as India has inefficient workforce marred with health problems. 

 The high incidence of breast lumps among Adivasi women of Adilabad in Telangana has created apprehension of more 

serious health impacts for this remote population.Leave alone breast cancer or any other type of carcinoma, even 

routine mammarian infections were unknown among indigenous people belonging to the Gond, Pardhan, Kolam and 

Thotti. 

 Maternal malnutrition has been associated with an increased risk of maternal mortality and also child birth defects 

 Nutrition plays a major role in and individual’s overall health; psychologicaland physical health status is often 

dramatically impacted by the presence of malnutrition. 

 The lack of maternal health contributes to future economic disparities for mothers and their children. Poor maternal 

health often affects a child’s health in adverse ways and also decreases a woman’s ability to participate in economic 

activities. 

 Indian women who are faced with greater degrees of poverty and gender disadvantage show a higher rate of 

depression. 

 

Q) Recent data from the National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) shows, there is a lot of 

work to be done in improving women’s access to healthcare and more women are reporting being 

ill compared to men in India. Discuss the causes and remedial measures. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Causes: 

 One reason seems nutritional deficiency  

 lack of exercise 

 Increase in stress levels 

 Rise in women’s life span: 

 In the developed world, women bear a higher burden of morbidity (or a higher rate of illness, especially from the 

age of 30 onwards) but live longer than men. Same is the case in India too. 

 women fall ill more often with diseases that are not life-threatening, men have a higher mortality rate because 

they experience higher incidence of severe illness and also indulge in greater risk behavior 
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 Older women above 60 years of age are less mobile than men in the same group, says an NSSO report on the 

elderly in India.  

 Most government health schemes, such as the National Rural Health Mission, are overwhelmingly centred around 

women’s reproductive health, and neglect other aspects of women’s health. 

 However, data shows that average medical expenses on men are typically higher than for women because “men have 

higher financial means, and hence can spend more on outpatient and hospitalisation expenses 

 Gender discrimination can’t be ruled out either where men are given preferential treatment over women. 

 Study of rural cancer patients in a public tertiary health centre in Odisha: They found that women patients faced 

disadvantages in the treatment of cancer due to social factors. Gender discrimination accounted for 73% of the 

difference in cumulative total expenditure on cancer patients. They also found that women were 20 percentage 

points less likely to get treatment for cancer before coming to the tertiary centre. 

Remedies: 

 Awareness by education will ensure they get proper nutrition and demand their rights. 

 Nutrition to school kids through government programmes like Sabla, WIFA etc.., 

 Including women as a stakeholder in health policy making 

 Pre and post natal maternal health initiatives through Janani Suraksha Yojana, Mother and Child tracking system, ICDS 

etc.., 

 Introducing Fitness into the lifestyle 

 Strengthening rural health through proper hygiene by eradicating open defecation, strengthening Anganwadi and 

ASHA 

 Community involvement like civil society to teach women to stay healthy. 

 Unless women have greater autonomy and control over their lives, they will continue to have limited access to medical 

treatment. 

 

Topic: Effect of globalisation on Indian society; Population and related issues 
 

Q) What do you understand by human trafficking? Examine why trafficking is on the rise in few 

Indian states and neighbouring countries, especially in Bangladesh. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Human trafficking: 

 It is trade of humans most commonly for the purpose of sexual slavery,forced labour or commercial sexual exploitation 

for the trafficker or others. 
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 UN defined” trafficking is any activity leading to recruitment transportation harbouring or receipt of persons by means 

of threat or use of force or a position of vulnerability.” 

 In India even though article 23 curbs human trafficking it has not defined it.The first definition is present in criminal 

law act 2013 that substituted IPC 370 with 370 and 370 A which deals with trafficking of persons for exploitation but 

forced labour is still not defined. 

Reasons for the rise of trafficking in some states: 

The factors of trafficking in women and children can be divided into two categories: Push and Pull factors: 

The Push factors include: 

 poor socio-economic condition of a large number of families 

 poverty coupled with frequent, almost annual natural disaster like floods leading to virtual destitution of some people 

 lack of education, skill and income opportunities for women in rural areas 

 absence of awareness about the activities of traffickers 

 pressure to collect money for dowry which leads to sending daughters to distant places for work, 

 dysfunctional family life, domestic violence against women, low status of girl child, etc. 

 Geographical limitations for West Bengal – Because of the porous border and long international border with 

Bangladesh cross border trafficking is very rampant in West Bengal.It acts as a transit point to send girls to different 

parts of the country. 

 Again, the social composition of state‟s population where The socially and economically backward sections like 

Scheduled Castes,Scheduled Tribes and Muslims constitute 54 per cent of its population makes west bengal even 

vulnerable. 

 Poverty and economic injustice is the most common reason especially in North eastern states. women in rural areas 

who have very little skills and education and very little income opportunities at home, find it hard to reject such offer 

 the promise of immediate payments encourages the families living in financial difficulties to sell their daughters to the 

traffickers. Often, marriage appears to be an easy instrument for trafficking women to far away places and exploit 

them sexually and economically 

 trafficking is closely associated with child marriage. Child marriage is one of the easiest modes applied by the traffickers 

to send young girls from one place to another  

 Especially in tribal areas traffickers lure parents with education,better life and money for these kids.This is the case in 

Jharkhand. 

 Tribal conflicts for instance Kukis in Manipur vs Nagas make many kids homeless and agents take this as an opportunity 

and this led to increase in trafficking. 

The Pull factors are: 
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 lucrative employment propositions in big cities 

 easy money, promise of better pays and comfortable life by the trafficking touts and agents 

 demand of young girls for marriage in other regions 

 demand for low-paid and underage sweat shop labour 

 growing demand of young kids for adaptation 

 rise in demand for women in the rapidly expanding sex industry 

 demand of young girls for sexual exploitation as a result of the misconception that physical intimacy with young girls 

reduces men‟s chances of contacting HIV/AIDS, or of the myth that sex with a virgin can cure HIV/AIDS and impotence. 

 Trafficking is also closely linked to migration, and of late mobility across the borders has increased to a great extent 

due to economic globalization. In recent years, the demand for cheap labour has risen everywhere in order to survive 

in the age of competition. 

 Apart from these factors, weak law enforcement machinery helps the traffickers to recruit women and children from 

the districts and send them to distant destinations with relative ease. 

 Rare conviction of traffickers encourages the operators of the trade to continue the lucrative trade and earn huge 

margin without any investment. 

 Moreover, the unwillingness of the victims to seek legal redress due to absence of support from the police and the 

community members is also contributing to the spread of this crime. 

 Lack of awareness and declining value system are other factors.This is the case in west Bengal. 

 Men migration for work and the BPO sector workers have also contributed to growing demand for commercial sex in 

the cities. 

 Migrant labourers especially southern metros lure victims with huge salaries and better lifestyles. 

Facts: 

 recent report of United Nations Office on Drug and Crime (UNODC) titled ‘Anti Human Trafficking, 2013’ revealed that out of 

over 19,000 women and children reported missing in West Bengal in 2011, only 6,000 could be traced. 

 

Q) A crucial yet sometimes overlooked driver of economic growth is said to be growth in the 

working-age population. Analyse the trends in growth of working-age population in India and 

importance of this population for India’s economy. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

The working-age population is defined as those aged 15 to 64 years. It is the basic indicator for employment. 

Trends of India’s working age population: 

 India is home to 18 % of the world’s working-age population,has not grown fast since 2006 and is steadily falling;in 

2027 annual increase is projected to drop below 1%. 
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 Over next decade India is expected to be the leader in working age population among the world’s 10 biggest 

economies. 

 Labour force participation of working age women is only at meager 27% and is showing the incapability of bringing 

women into the labour force. It is expected to rise to 67% in 2020. 

Importance to economy:- 

 Huge young force has high innovative minds and can better leverage technology with high efficiency.This can help to 

reap benefits of the demographic dividend. 

 Median age population of India as a whole is 28 %.It is lower than china and japan with 37.6 and 44.This show India 

has less ageing population,leading to less dependency ratio  with duration of employment being longer and availability 

of cheap labour. 

 It acts as a source of funding for investment which will be beneficial for country’s competitiveness. 

 Adds 2% to country’s annual growth rate over the next two decades according to IMF. 

 Manufacturing and service sectors get huge impetus with low cost pressures in wages and abundant labour leading 

cheap manufacturing costs. This gives push to make in India. 

 Increase in disposable incomes leading to increase in household savings and growth of huge Indian middle class driven 

by domestic consumption. 

 Huge opportunities for marketers as constant demand is available because of this group of population. 

 Will lead to increase in remittances. 

However, benefits of this age group can be reaped only when the basic services like health, education etc. are given. Along 

with this right training should be given and skills should be developed, so that workforce can find productive employment 

not only in India, but also abroad. 

 

Q) “The Panama Papers have exposed the ugly underbelly of globalisation.” Comment. (200 

Words) 

EPW 

Panama papers, the set of 11.5 million leaked confidential papers which show the financial arrangements of politicians and 

public figures. They show the ways rich can exploit secretive offshore tax regime. 

Globalization played a significant role in formation of black money. 

Reasons are: 

 With rise in technology there is increase in digitization : 

 Communication and financial information developments allow money to move anywhere easily making it difficult 

to find the origin once it gets into international banking system 

 With dollarization of black markets proliferation of financial secrecy havens developed 
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 Because of global integration money laundering, funding of wars, terrorist financing, trafficking became easy 

 Megabyte money developed where the transactions were done in a very simple and fast way 

 Offshore banking as an alternative to avoid funds being highly taxed within the home country. 

 It led to development of greater class divide where 1% of population has 60 times the incomes of poor. Because of 

this poor will be dependent on the rich. 

 Round tripping and transfer pricing, participatory notes ,hedge funds have all become increasingly integrated within 

the financial system because of globalization. 

 It makes it difficult to find whether it is a legal for of tax avoidance or illegal for of tax evasion. 

 Off shore companies in US were the major reason for the recession which had huge ramifications worldwide. 

 In India till 2003 no Indian citizen could setup corporate entity overseas..once laws allowed overseas setups 

accountants took advantage of the loopholes which made Indians invest in companies while not owning them 

 under the liberalized remittance scheme of RBI Indians can place upto 2,50,000$ abroad.this was also one of the main 

reasons for black money. 

 Tax havens developed which provide high networth people to invest with zero disclosure agreement ,easy to get 

registration etc. 

With effective implementation of GAAR,the recent blackmoney act,FATF,BEPS of OECD,FEMA the black money can be at 

least curbed in the present globally integrated societies. 

 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies 
 

Q) It is found that most Indian cities are disabled friendly. Examine why and suggest how they 

can be made disabled friendly. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Why are indian cities not disabled friendly: 

Infrastructure and planning deficiencies: 

 Access to public places is one of the major barriers that people with disability face in India. Be it schools, movie 

theatres, buses or public parks, there are no facilities to make life easy for the disabled. 

 For instance Almost none of the Uttar Pradesh State Road and Transport Corporation (UPSRTC) buses in the city 

have ramps for commuters on wheelchairs, because of which a majority of them cannot afford the service. 

 no ramps or lifts tailored to disabled people needs at government buildings. 

 Most modern lifts with digital keypad did not have Braille symbols 

 With increased urbanisation cities are more congested and there is no planning in expansion of cities. 

 impossible to cross roads because of the heavy traffic and non-adherence to traffic rules. 
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Weak law enforcement: 

 Despite the provisions of Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full 

Participation) Act, very few government officials are aware of what the law requires. 

 despite Right to Education (RTE) provisions, none of the cities schools seem following the rules for being 

disabled friendly. 

 face problems in obtaining the disability certificate, which sometimes is not considered valid in another district 

or state. less than half have been provided with disability certificates 

 Despite financial grant to make websites accessible for disabled they are still not disable friendly. 

 exclusion of disabled people in policy making/ decision taking. 

Beliefs and attitudes of the people: 

 prejudice and the karmic belief that disabled people are at fault for their incapacity can affect their ability to lead 

a normal life. 

 Employment neglect: 

  in terms of providing employment to the disabled smaller cities are better at providing employment to the 

disabled compared to major cities. 

 With emphasis on English proficiency being higher in bigger cities, finding employment for the disabled who may 

be migrants from smaller towns becomes even tougher 

 unlike smaller towns  increased alienation,less community participation and busy social life in citiesgives 

disabled less support from society which makes it hard for them to be self employed ,or work in small 

establishments.  

 less institutions for training and job placements of disabled people in smaller towns especially in areas other 

than southern cities makes them migrate to bigger cities 

 Mental disabled people are the most sufferes in terms of employment according to census data. 

Suggestions:- 

 effective implemention of UN convention of rights for persons with disabled and incheon strategy. 

 proper planning and infrastructure: 

 Ramps, handrails, exclusive parkings and sidewalks for physically challenged and auditory signals at the 

traffic islands for visually impaired are some of the measures to be implemented  for easy access of the 

disabled to all the places. 

  All future buildings need to be made with new designs which are disabled friendly like automatic door 

control buttons for easier access,elevators. 

 there should also be specially designated parking spaces for differently abled people. 
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 ‘Accessible India’ campaign for the disabled with the aim  to improve accessibility for the disabled in physical 

environment, public transportation, information and communication and knowledge need to be implemented. 

 Teach people Civic sense: 

 maintaining queue which makes it for disabled also. 

 following traffic rules effectively by people 

 no sympathetic attitude but compassion and sensitive towards disabled. 

 proper counseling can transform these attitudes. 

 Empower the disabled people like in western countries of US,UK as that creates a sense of confidence and 

make them aware of their rights . 

 Universal Identity Cards that are valid nationally which will have a unique number to all the Persons with 

Disabilities need to be implemented soon. 

 effective NGO role: 

 For instance,Anchal Charitable Trust in Delhi, supported by the NGO Handicap International, works with 

eight slums in the east of the city, providing disabled children and their families with rehabilitation, 

education, counseling and information about their rights 

 Right of persons with disability bill 2014 needs to be passed soon as it is inclusive enough to cover 19 disabilities 

than from the present 7 and also provide equal rights to the disabled. 

 Most of the cities in southern India witnessed the lowest gender gaps in main and marginal workforce of disabled 

people among the million-plus cities other cities need to learn from the example of hyderabad which topped the 

list. 

*Fact: 

According to 2011 census, there are over 2.68 crore disabled persons in India. 

 

Q) In your opinion, on which factors does success of the Paris Agreement on climate change 

depend? Discuss. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Paris agreement: 

The deal unites all the world’s nations in a single agreement  known as their Intended Nationally Determined Contributions 

(INDCs) on tackling climate change for the first time in history.It marks the emergence of a new form of multilaterism where 

state and non state actors together support a global transformation. 

  

Success of the agreement depends on various factors: 
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  ratification of the agreement is needed for legal protection by atleast 55 countries.However the sooner ratification 

by US senate is done the more inspiring it will be for the world.  

  Achieving the target of zero emission levels especially by US and European union. 

 How China,India and other developing countries define their urban future 

  holding the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levelsand to pursue 

efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels. 

 Action by fossil-fuel industry not to exhaust the fossil fuel reserves of coal, oil and gas and their ability to adapt 

renewable energy platforms. 

 implementing the  agreement where all countries are required to submit updated plans that would ratchet up the 

stringency of emissions by 2020 and every five years thereafter and  a global “stocktake” — an overall assessment of 

how countries are doing in cutting their emissions compared to their national plans – starting in 2023, every five years. 

  The agreement requires rich nations to maintain a $100bn a year funding pledge beyond 2020, and to use that figure 

as a “floor” for further support agreed by 2025.Implementation of this aspect of the plan is very important. 

 focus on carbon budgeting. 

 How the lifestyle and behavioural changes in concerned countries affect the environment where people get increasing 

aware about the impact of their actions on the nature. 

India’s Case: 

 India has taken many initiatives to curb climate change like swatch bharat abhiyan,National action plan on climate 

change with renewable energy targets of 100 GW solar energy production,Wind energy-60 GW,smart cities,implienting 

resilient cities initiative,AMRUT etc.., 

The agreement, when it filters down to national policies in the years to come, can force the creation of better, cleaner 

energy technology, as well as behavioral adaptation to increase efficiency, decrease waste, and encourage less overall 

consumption. This is where the substance will take place. 

 

Q) Indian cities are facing the problem of effective management of sewage and septage. Discuss 

the magnitude of the problem and solutions to tackle this problem. (200 Words) 

Down to Earth 

Down to Earth 

Magnitude of the problem: 

 Only a third of urban houses in India are connected to the sewer system.45% of urban houses depend on the onsite 

systems. 

 Census data-65% of the indian cities do not have a proper management for safe collection of human excreta forget 

about disposal 
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 Construction quality of septic tanks buried underground in populated areas is often poor.so sewage treatment is only 

partial. 

 No system for disposal of faecal sludge as in most cases emptied into water bodies and municipal sewers. 

 Because of usage of flush lever the volume of sewage has expanded several times as municipalities have to incur huge 

costs to separate excreta from water. 

 large part of wastewater seeps into soil polluting groundwater 

 India does not even have specific legal provisions related to management of faecal sludge /septage. 

 The excessive practice of manual scavenging despite the fact India has enacted Manual scavengers and construction 

of dry latrines act 1993 shows the neglect of septage management in India. 

 Removal of sludge only when it is overloaded/choked for instance this happens in Delhi even though Bureau of India 

Standards suggested to clean it halfyearly/yearly. 

 Most sewage treatment plants are underutilised and are not equipped with septage which is high in content of 

Biological oxygen demand,chemical oxygen demand,Nitrogen and potassium. 

 According to report of central pollution control board only 66% of actual treatment capacity of 152 sewage treatment 

plants spread across 15 states in India is utilised. 

Solution to the problem: 

 The recommended design of septic tanks by Bureau of Indian standards has to be strictly followed and necessary 

training is needed for masons for construction of tanks according to the prescribed designs 

 standards are needed on the equipment used to empty septic tanks like vacuum tankers/treatment of sludge 

in vacuum tanker itself. 

 Regulation of private licenses in the form of PPP would work best as it would destroy the mafia of private cleaners 

making them accountable and in turn get an experienced workforce from them. 

 Dry sludge can be used as manure for agricultural field .India can learn from the toilet to farm initiative of Bangladesh 

 Decentralised wastewater treatment at home itself. 

 cities can reuse treated faecal sludge as septage is 100% organic.for example in Senegal 1/3rd of sludge is used to 

produce electricity, 10,800 litres of drinking water from 12.3 cubic metres of sludge . 

 proper septage management sub plan is needed. 

 use of biodigesters-achieve more than 90% decomposition,99% of disease bearing pathogens are inactivated and the 

cost is also very less. 

 vermifiltration-based on symbiotic relationship between earthworm and microorganism is a more advanced way to 

handle sewage problem 

 Extraction of biodiesel from faecal matter can be done like in Ghana. 
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Q) What constitutes weak urban governance? Why urban governance in India is weak? Discuss 

feasible measures to transform urban India, and visibly enhance the quality of life for its citizens. 

(200 Words) 

Livemint 

Weak urban governance refers to institutional defragmentation whereby multiple agencies often have 

overlapping roles are run by officials who are not accountable to citizens and the absence of a single individual 

accountable to the polity. 

 horrific flooding of Chennai,Increase in rapes and sexual assaults,Delhi being named as world’s worst 

polluted city, Mumbai’s forever potted roads are the outcomes of weak urban governance. 

Why urban governance in India is weak? 

 Urban areas are not large enough for them to determine the fate of a general election.Consequently 

successive central governments have little incentive to focus on urban governance reforms. 

 Example:With urban population of 377 million in 2011,urban india elected 177 MP i.e.,Only 1/3rd of total 

543 in the 2014 election. 

 Urban dwellers are not sufficiently represented in the sanctum of decision-making. 

 the degradation of the mayor post as a pawn in the hands of the ruling elite . 

 Delimitation was done on the basis of census of 1971 and by constitutional amendments this allocation will 

only be altered based on first census after 2026 shows the apathy towards urban reforms.Such inefficient 

representation has presented urban areas from receiving the focus and the funds they require. 

 Economic might of cities makes them appealing to the political classes.These increase their tendency to 

continue to have control over cities. 

 Just 54 metros and their hinterlands accounted for 40% of india’s GDP. 

 Lack of human resource capacity in the country spanning the political class,the intelligentsia,the bureaucracy 

and the private sector .severe talent shortage was underscored as the main reason. 

 Also due to Goods and services tax bill silence on sharing the GST with local bodies.If it s passed in the current 

form it will further cripple urban local bodies as they will lose their own source of revenue streams without 

adequate legal provisions in place to mandate steady compensation.Their dependence on state 

governments will increase. 

Urban governance reforms: 

 Reform the 74th Constitutional Amendment to empower city governments, bolster the metropolitan system 

of government, and move to a system of a directly elected mayor. 

 Make the office of the mayor politically relevant to create a culture of meritocracy and performance 
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 Establish a National Urban Finance Corporation of India to fund urban infrastructure projects. 

 Set up the regulatory architecture required to facilitate efficient and effective urban services delivery.citizen 

charter and sevottam guidelines need to be implemented efficiently. 

 Reform the civil service, and establish executive agencies to hollow out inefficiencies. 

 Revitalize the role of the State Finance Commissions to bolster municipal finances. 

 Introduce state-specific laws on land use and transport to override legislative vacuum.Proper planning as 

emphasised in smart cities need to be taken note of. 

 Deepen citizen engagement in cities to drive change across localities.citizns need to play more role in the 

community associations and put forward the problems they face. 

 Technological upgradation will made the urban governments accountable and transparent. 

 

Q) “Alongside Amrut and the Smart Cities Mission, we need fundamental reform in the 

institutions that govern the planning and management of cities within the Indian federal regime.” 

Discuss. (200 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Yes fundamental reforms needed in planning and management within Indian federal regime: 

Planning: 

 urban planning, including town planning have been retained by most state governments 

 the reform of assigning to urban local governments the function of urban planning, including town planning, would 

provide them with the opportunity of activating a market for land use change. 

 This would help them to unlock land value and appropriating a part of the consequent appreciation in the value of land 

for financing urban infrastructure. 

Management and funding : 

 The systems of public service delivery in Indian cities and towns are very fragmented and highly inefficient. 

 Successful attempts at e-governance in cities such as Hyderabad, Bangalore, Pimpri-Chinchwad and Surat are helping 

to create an environment for grievance redressal and better service delivery, but the demonstration effect on other 

cities has been slow. 

 unwillingness of the system to devolve responsibility and funding to the city level is a major failure. 

 demand for good governance is typically confronted by lack of capacity as cities grapple with unprecedented tasks of 

preparing various plans and projects to seek funding under national missions. 

 The government of India’s financial support under the JNNURM was made conditional on both the state 

government and the urban local government committing to specific reforms in urban planning, finance and 

management. 
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 While some cities made serious effort at reform, better service delivery as well as private finance came only when the 

state governments were willing to reform, devolve funds and build capacity of their urban planners and city managers 

 As of now, property tax is a major source of revenue for these governments, but both the rates and exemptions are 

set by the state government 

AMRUT and SMARTCITIES: 

The government of India has explicitly admitted that a significant part of the funding for these missions will have to come 

from the state governments and the private sector. This makes reform indispensable. 

State finance commission: 

The constitutional amendment itself was flawed in that it only required the state governments to set up state finance 

commissions that would spell out the principles for sharing/ devolving a part of the revenue of the state government. 

The state finance commissions have not followed the high standards set by the Central Finance Commission, and they have 

not been able to challenge state-level political resistance to devolving funds to urban local governments. 

Suggestions: 

1.Report of the high powered expert committee on urban infrastructure and services (HPEC 2011) had recommended 

 administrative and institutional reforms designed to overhaul the system, for example, a unified command under an 

empowered and accountable mayor 

 a municipal regulator for bringing a degree of professionalism in the pricing of urban services 

 use of e-governance and e-enabled smart technologies for better efficiency. 

2.One way of reducing dependence on the state government for discretionary funds would be to create a Municipal Finance 

List in the Constitution that should specify taxes that are exclusively in the domain of local governments. 

3.Ideally, the opportunity provided by the GST, which is the most efficient tax should be used to constitutionally ensure 

that state governments share a pre-specified percentage of their revenue from GST with local governments. 

The sooner we spell out the dimensions of institutional reform alongside the high-tech infrastructure plans, the closer we 

will be to delivering a better quality of life in our cities and a better investment climate for investors. 
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Q) Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB has found that apart from India’s large metro cities, 

41 tier-II cities also are facing high air and water pollution. Examine the magnitude of the problem 

and effectiveness of measures taken by the government to address pollution problem in these 

cities. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

 

Magnitude  of the problem : 

 41 cities exceed the ambient air quality standard .In addition these cities are also facing problem of water pollution 

due to discharges of untreated sewage  

 Sewage generation from the tier 2 cities is 2696.7 million litres per day but their treatment capacity is not even 10% of 

the total sewage generated  

 Rivers are polluted in downstream of major urban centres due to large scale water abstraction and discharge of 

untreated / partially treated waste water and not meeting the criteria  

 With the existing infrastructure municipal corporations are largely unable to handle the entire sewage generated 

 Emission from automobiles , suspended dust , industrial emissions, construction activities, disposal of untreated / 

partially treated sewage are the main sources of the huge air and water pollution problem. 

 According to WHO 13 of 20 most Air polluted cities are in India  

 One in 3 people in India live in critically polluted areas that have noxious levels of NO2,SO2 and PM 10 

 Of the 180 cities monitored by central pollution control board in 2012 only two towns in Kerala meet the criteria of 

low air pollution 

 Outdoor air pollution caused 6.2 lakh premature deaths in India in 2010 which is a six fold jump from 1 lakh deaths in 

2000. 

 Barely 20 Indian cities follow euro 4 emission standards for new vehicles 

  

Government measures : 

 Setting up of monitoring network for the assessment of ambient air and water quality 

 Moving directly from BS IV to BS VI fuel standards by 1 St April 2020 

 Introduction of cleaner fuel such as CNG 

 Action plan for sewage management and restoration of water quality in aquatic resources  

 New solid waste management rules 2016 

 Ban on burning leaves 

 Promotion of public transport network such as e- rickshaws ,metro , buses etc 

 Promotion of car pooling 
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 Smart cities , AMRUT for proper planning of cities 

  

Suggestions: 

Citizen: 

 Awareness need be enhanced 

 for instance in Beijing if someone talks about PM 10 people know it’s about air pollution,however in India even 

in New Delhi people think the early morning smog as fog 

 buy air purifiers , check smartphones for air quality updates , they wear masks etc which is not the case in India  

 Efficient use of electricity by using CFL,LED bulbs that consume less power. 

 Use public transport 

 Never use open fires to dispose of waste especially chemicals and plastic 

 Resident welfare associations have to deal with collection, segregation of waste from houses and societies 

 Use composting biomethanation for treating waste. 

Government : 

 Strict policies for dealing with air and water pollution  

 Effective garbage disposal mechanism needed.Lessons can be learnt from the experiences of Lonavala,Sangoli in 

Maharashtra which were successful in sewage and waste management 

 Setting up of air quality stations all over 

 Strict implementation of Polluter pays principle   

 Start ups in waste management need to be promoted . 

 

Q) Recently, the Union government replaced the Municipal Solid Wastes (Management and 

Handling) Rules, 2000 with a new set of rules, the Solid Waste Management (SWM) Rules, 2016. 

Critically evaluate new rules. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Fact: 

The country generates 62 million tonnes of waste annually –  

Merits: 

Increase in ambit: 

 Ambit stretches beyond municipal areas and now include special economic zones, urban agglomerations, areas under 

the control of the Indian Railways and airports.  

 There is a special mention of places of pilgrimage and of religious and historical importance.  
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Waste treatment at source: 

 This was a major step in waste management in India which had been neglected before 

 Onus on large waste generators like hotels and industrial establishments to segregate waste at source. 

 They now have to segregate waste into three streams: 

 Biodegradable 

 dry and 

 domestic hazardous waste (mosquito repellents, cleaning agents, diapers, napkins).  

Segregation of waste : 

 The biggest problem of waste collection in India is that people do not segregate dry and wet waste, shifting the burden 

on collectors. Seen this way, the rules seem to be a move in the right direction. 

 Hotels and restaurants will also be required to segregate biodegradable waste and ensure that food waste is used for 

composting or biomethanation.  

 The rules enjoin market associations and resident welfare associations to segregate plastic, tin, glass, paper and 

recyclable waste. 

Integration of ragpickers: 

 They talk about the integration of ragpickers, waste pickers and other informal sector players.  

They stipulate zero tolerance for throwing, burning or burying solid waste on streets or dumping them in waterbodies.  

Demerits: 

1.But all homilies for decentralised approaches are accompanied by a thrust on centralised strategies; setting up of waste-

to-energy plants for one. 

 But waste-to-energy plants in the country have been beset with serious problems. 

 Typically, waste-to-energy plants require waste with a calorific count of 1,400–1,500 kcal/kg while the calorific value 

of waste in India is not more than 700 kcal/kg.  

 The overwhelming reliance in the rules on waste-to-energy plants, in contrast, ignores the fact that such plants are 

beset with serious pollution problems. High mercury content in urban wastes in the country makes waste-to-energy 

plants highly polluting outfits.  

 A 2012 study by Chintan, a Delhi-based non-profit 

 points out that after the opening of a waste-to-energy plant in Okhla in Delhi, the number of trash collectors 

working at the landfill near the plant fell from 450 to 150. 

 Many families who remained, said they took their children out of school in order to have more hands available 

to comb through the heaps of ash for valuable chunks of metal slag.  
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2.Appropriate segregation at source, as mandated by the rules, can take care of a large measure of the problem. But while 

the rules do talk of the salience of such a measure, they fail to provide direction. 

3.No incentives: The rules ignore the recommendation of a Planning Commission committee which in its 2014 report talked 

of precise measures through which the informal sector could be incorporated into waste management plans by incentivising 

the informal sector and the ragpicker. While the new rules do talk of punitive measures, they have little by way of 

incentives. 

 

============================================================ 

 

Topic: Social empowerment; Secularism;  
 

Q) What is the meaning of secularism as understood and practised in India? Do you think 

government’s power to administer and manage religious and charitable endowments is 

antagonistic to India’s secular ideals? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Indian Secularism:- 

 In Indian secularism the state can intervene in religious affairs. Though the state is not strictly separate from religion, 

it does maintain a principled distance vis a vis religion. Any interference in religion by the state has to be based on the 

ideals laid out in the constitution. 

 It is against the western notion of complete non interventionist approach towards religion. Because in India religion 

tended to pervade society in a manner that often had serious implications for one’s basic civil rights. 

 Secular state in india can achieve the following objectives: 

 that one religious community does not dominate other 

 that some members do not dominate other memebers of the same religion 

 state does not enforce a particular religion nor take away religious freedom of individuals. 

  

Government’s power to administer and manage religious and charitable endowments has been felt as antagonistic to 

secular ideals in the following cases: 

 In the case of tamilnadu government taking over sabanayagar temple supreme court ruled that even if the temple is 

taken over for remedying an evil ,once it is remedied it has to be handed over to the person concerned as Continuation 

thereafter would tantamount to usurpation of their proprietary rights or violation of the fundamental rights 

guaranteed by the constitution in favour of the persons deprived. IThis process sits uneasily with both the guarantee 

of religious freedom and secularism. 
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 The hindu religions and charitable endowment act allows the state governments to take over temples and control their 

vast properties and assets however the government has no legal authority to take over the management of non hindu 

place of worship. 

 Different laws for hindus ,muslims and christians:-people of different religions are covered by different laws.While 

hindus ,Sikhs and Buddhists are covered by the hindu code bills ,muslims are covered by muslim personal laws and 

christian personal laws. 

 minority schools receive money from the government but are not obligated to comply with the regulations of right to 

education act. 

 haj pilgrimage incurs huge cost on exchequer spending 836 crore on it in 2012.Despite supremecourt suggesting 

government to phase this off within 10 years the government still spends in abundance but critics argue that other 

religious pilgrimages like amarnath yatra etc are not extended the same facility. 

 So all these question the real intentions of indian secularism and secular state. 

  

However many argue that doubting secularism would only question the democratic ideals.Indian secularism and 

government steps are necessary in the following ways: 

 experts say that singling out  of hindu endowments neither violates constitution nor the guarantee of neutral form of 

secularism.state intervention can be justified on the grounds of promoting freedom,equality or any other value integral 

to secularism.  

 this is necessary to bring social welfare and reform to correct a history of historical inequalities. 

 state argues that their intervention in hindu endowments and trusts is not aimed at reforming religion out of existence 

but rather at ensuring that the administration of the endowment stays true to both the will and the intent of the 

grantor and the country’s secular ideals. 

 through a strategy on non interference-in order to respect the sentiments of all religions and not interfere with 

religious practices,the state makes certain exceptions for particular religious communities.Ex:sikhs need not wear the 

helmet as indian state recognises wearing turban as an important religious practice in sikhism. 
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Q) Critically analyse the status of Dalit entrepreneurs, the opportunities and challenges they face 

in India. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

Status of dalit entrepreneurs: 

 Most dalit enterprises were self run and into very basic businesses and services such as shopkeeping and carpentry. 

 In India there are 1000 dalit entrepreneurs worth 15000 crore but it is just a miniscule of 96,75 lakh crore through IPO. 

 Most of them are in manufacturing sector supplying parts to different automobile companies.Tata and other 

companies use services of 100 companies owned by dalit entrepreneur. 

 First e-sewer project –saukaryam was launched by a dalit entrepreneur which won an UNDP award. 

 There are 8.7 million dalit enterprises in the country which have not seen much growth since 2001. 

 Out of 57.7 million MSME only 155 belong to both SC and ST. 

Opportunities: 

 A new public procurement policy which mandates that 4% of 3 lakh crore procured by public sector enterprises 

annually be sourced from SC/ST enterprises.this creates an assured market of 12000 crore for SC/ST businesses. 

 Stand up India-aiming to support entrepreneurship among SC,ST and women.Expecting the benefit to create 2.5 lakh 

SC/ST entrepreneurs over the next three years 

 Venture capital fund for SC-to promote entrepreneurship amongst SC entrepreneurs 

 National SC finance and development corporation setup in 1989 to help entrepreneurs by augmenting their skills 

,providing working capital .provides concessional finance for setting up self employment projects. 

 100% VAT reimbursement for a period of 5 years from the date of commencement of commercial production to micro 

and small enterprises(SC/ST share more)making service sector eligible for interest reimbursement ,giving land on lease 

for 33 years. 

 Dalit Indian chamber of commerce and industry-brings together all dalit entrepreneurs under one umbrella 

  

Challenges: 

 Continue to face discrimination especially those who want to get into business of food 

 entrepreneurial quality is the result of a network of existing entrepreneurs which dalits lack 

 No systematic study of dalit entrepreneurs 

 Securing loans for business is very difficult because of lack of collateral security and limited access to institutional 

finance 

 Few women entrepreneurs-gender inequality. 

 Rural areas most of SC’s still agricultural labourers 
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Q) Recently, the Maharashtra State Assembly enacted the Maharashtra Protection of People from 

Social Boycott (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act of 2016. Discuss the significance of 

this law. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Significance of the law: 

 Maharashtra’s social boycott law is best understood as one front in a long struggle to effectuate the Constitution’s 

guarantee against social exclusion, as expressed in Articles 15(2) and 17. 

 The Maharashtra law is an important first step, that carries forward the judicially-aborted goals of the 1949 

Excommunication Act, and the rarely-used Protection of Civil Rights Act. 

 It is directed against caste panchayats which often function as community-based parallel forums of justice, and whose 

diktats are invariably directed against recalcitrant individuals who have been deemed to transgress the bounds of caste 

or community morality. 

 Therefore, the Act specifically penalises causing discrimination among the members of a community on the basis of 

“morality, social acceptance, political inclination, [or] sexuality.” 

 The act sends a strong message that The atrocities inflicted by a handful of people in the name of ‘jaati panchayats’ or 

groups citing caste and community traditions will not be tolerated if it questions the dignity of a human being. 

 The comprehensive new legislation defines terms of stringent punishment, including imprisonment and penalty 

against those indulging in social boycott, and this can help government to effectively tackle the menace. 

However this is only the first step and some Areas left out : 

 With its focus on caste-panchayat driven community boycotts, the Maharashtra law leaves a significant area of 

discrimination untouched.  

 However, in recent years, religion-driven housing discrimination — which inevitably leads to segregation — has 

emerged as a serious problem, especially in urban areas. 

A Comprehensive Anti-discrimination law is required, on the lines of the Civil Rights enactments in the United States and 

the United Kingdom to remove the exclusion that occurs along multiple axes: through boycott, through stigmatisation, and 

through segregation (the case of the school verandah). 
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Topic: World geography; Critical changes to geographical features, Important 

Geophysical phenomena 
 

Q) Many newspapers have reported that pollution levels—mostly those of the particulate matter 

of size 2.5 microns, have not declined despite the imposition of the odd-even policy. Examine the 

sources of these pollutants and reasons why their levels have not declined. (200 Words) 

EPW 

Facts: 

 13 of the 20 cities with the worst particulate matter PM2.5 are in India. 

 The 2010 average for respirable particulate matter concentration across 180 monitored Indian cities was six times 

what the World Health Organization considers safe and twice India’s own national standards. 

sources of particulate matter: 

 caused by emission of toxic vapours/gases and particles. 

 transport sector: 

 due to pollution include the transport sector especially as the total number of registered vehicles in major cities 

are continously increasing 

 .combination of rapid urbanization 

 a high density of cars and industrial emissions 

 Industry and power plants and dust, burning of leaves, etc. 

 the diesel back-up generators many Indians rely on to keep the lights on during regular power cuts also spew harmful 

sulphur and particulate matter into the air. 

why their levels are not declining: 

 Weather Conditions:- 

 One of the reasons that particulate matter of the fine kind continues to remain in the air of Delhi, is that such 

particles are present in the air all over North India. 

 Due to better circulation in the summer (more sunshine and windier conditions than the winter) the pollutants 

are carried away from ground level to higher up in the air or by horizontal movements of air, that is, via breeze 

or winds. 

 So, rural areas receiving air from Delhi suffer the same effects that Delhi’s residents do—perhaps in a less severe 

manner. 

 A glance at any satellite image taken during the winter months of 2015 and 2016 will show a brown haze in the 

northindia. 
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 problems with regulation: 

 India’s current command-and-control style of regulating is handicapped on both counts. 

 It mandates that industrial plants purchase expensive pollution abatement equipment and specifies common 

pollution standards across the board. 

 Because emissions reductions are much more costly for some plants than for others, these standards are 

excessively onerous for some and fail to compel the most cost-effective reductions. 

 There is a system of infrequent and unreliable monitoring by Regulators As a result, expensive pollution 

abatement technologies that plants are mandated to install are not used efficiently. 

 Regualtors are not authorised to impose financial sanctions on the organisation not complying with the standards 

like  the successful clean air act of USA which enhanced environmental protection agency’s ability to levy large 

fines on environmental violators.  

 Lack of awareness: 

 widespread information linking environmental impacts from pollution to health effects is currently lacking in 

India. 

 Many Delhi residents are unaware of the growing body of scientific evidence that shows direct links between 

increasing automobile use and emissions of harmful PM2.5 emissions. 

 Also buying vehicles has become rampant because of increased quality of life everywhere people dont give much 

importance to public transport.  

 There is no proper data available in public domain about the emissions released by polluters which trigger 

particulate matter in the environment even more. 

 

Q) What is ‘Pacific Ring of Fire’? Examine its relevance to recent natural disasters in Japan and 

Ecuador. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

The Hindu 

Pacific ring of fire is an arc in the Pacific Ocean basin where many earthquakes and volcanic eruptions occur. About three 

quarters of the world’s dormant volcanoes and active volcanoes are here. There are 452 volcanoes in the ring which is 

40,000 km long. About 90% of the world’s earthquakes and 80% of the world’s largest earthquakes occur along the ring of 

fire. It is a direct result of plate tectonics and the movement and collision of crustal plates. 

Both Japan and Ecuador are on the seismically active “ring of fire” around the Pacific Ocean 

Ecuador:- 

Ecuador forms the boundary between the Nazca and South American tectonic plates. These plates are continuously grinding 

against each other at a rate of up to 80mm per year. The Nazca plate, which makes up the Pacific Ocean floor in this region, 
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is being pulled down and under the South American coast. This is the reason for earthquake in the region. Recent earthquake 

in Ecuador of magnitude-7.8 quake., most likely preceded with a tectonic friction. 

 

JAPAN: 

Japans stretch of the ring of fire is where the North American, Pacific, Eurasian and Philippine plates come together. 

Northern Japan is largely on top of the western tip of the North American plate. Southern Japan sits mostly above the 

Eurasian plate. 

The pacific plate is quite large and thus it borders with number of large and small plates. The interactions between the 

pacific plate and its surrounding tectonic plates creates a tremendous amount of energy which in turn easily melts rocks 

into magma. This magma rises to the surfaces as lava and forms volcanoes. These volcanoes can make a chain of islands 

called an “island arc”. Japanese islands are part of these island arc and therefore experience regular tremors. 
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Topic: Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) 

and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes 
 

Q) What are the short term and long term solutions to fight drought in India? Examine. (200 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Business Standard 

Short term: 

 ways and means to curb misuse of water and non-essential consumption of electricity 

 Local authorities should launch public awareness campaigns on ways to escape heat-related hazards. Medical and 

paramilitary personnel, too, need to be trained to deal with cases of heat stroke. 

 Setting up temporary ‘day shelters’, on the lines of the ‘night shelters’ in winters, and provision of potable drinking 

water, can help alleviate human misery. 

 Cloud seeding – a form of intentional weather modification to induce rainfall. 

 Drought monitoring – Continuous observation of rainfall levels and comparisons with current usage levels can help 

prevent man-made drought. 

 Rainwater harvesting – Collection and storage of rainwater from roofs or other suitable catchments. 

 Recycled water – Former wastewater (sewage) that has been treated and purified for reuse. 

 Planting trees to fight against the effects of deforestration. 

 Water intensive crops like sugarcane especially in drought prone areas like Maharashtra need to be controlled and 

the crop insurance has to be strengthened.  

 Implementation of government schemes like NFSA ,MNREGA so that people are not distressed. 

  

Long term: 

 well-judged measures would be needed to mitigate thermal stress on livestock and human beings. 

 time is ripe for another revolution — this time in water-use efficiency. 

 The Centre must take the lead in shifting the focus from high-cost large irrigation projects towards increased ground 

water recharge and efficient water use, such as drip irrigation, by constructing check dams and farm ponds. 

 Desalination – of sea water for irrigation or consumption. 

 Carefully planned crop rotation can help to minimize erosion and allow farmers to plant less water-dependent crops 

in drier years. 

 Transvasement – Building canals or redirecting rivers as massive attempts at irrigation in drought-prone areas. 

Facts: 
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Research shows that India uses two to four times more water to produce a unit of major food crop than China and Brazil. 

 

Q) A recent study has shown that a global warming of 2°C will be substantially more devastating 

for the planet’s climate than 1.5°C by 2100. How will a rise in 2 degree celsius rise would affect 

the world, especially South Asia? Is fixing target at 1.5 degree celsius practical? Examine. (200 

Words) 

Down to Earth 

How would rise of 2-degree Celsius affect world especially South Asia. 

Increase in Sea Level 

 Higher sea level rises will submerge all the littoral lands and small island states like Maldives, Asian pacific islands etc. 

 Increased melting of Himalayan glaciers will lead to increase in water supply to rivers and eventually threatening the 

lower densely populated regions of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh. 

 Sea level rise will slow down during the 21 St century only if we manage to keep the rise in global average temperature 

under 1.5-degree Celsius scenario 

Threat to food security in over populated South Asia 

 Longer heat waves, especially in tropical regions will last upto 50% longer in a two degree Celsius. This indicates a 

substantial increase in risk of heat extremes in a region that is highly vulnerable to extreme heat. 

 Lower crop yields – twice as much lower in west Africa cent America than in 1.5 degree Celsius. Also yields of crops 

like maize, soy, rice, wheat is going to reduce 

 Freshwater availability in Mediterranean region would be 17% lower. The region is known to supply fruits and figs 

around the globe, which will be affected. 

 Intensified and erratic monsoon rainfall giving rise to uncertainty in monsoon dependent agriculture. Climate 

change can affect El Niño southern oscillation and lead to more extreme ENSO events 

Threat to Biodiversity 

 All coral reefs being virtually obliterated due to coral bleaching  

 Increase the risk of forest fires 

 While warming oceans may not produce more tropical storms and hurricanes they may even produce fewer but those 

storms will be more intense with longer dry spells between them. 

Is fixing target at 1.5 degree practical 

No: 

 There is an agreement that 1.5 degree Celsius would be an ideal but the Paris Agreement fails to highlight the elements 

that are needed to achieve the target. Climate scientists have been saying that, to meet the target, the world must 
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completely de-carbonize well before 2050. This means that we have to stop using all fossil fuels by 2035 and achieve 

net zero emissions of other greenhouse gases by 2050. This is impossible to achieve. 

 In order to increase the certainty of achieving this temperature goal to 66 per cent, then the carbon budget is a mere 

400 Gt CO2, according to the Fifth Assessment report of IPCC (AR5). But comparing the INDCs of countries, it becomes 

clear that the available carbon budget will be exhausted well before 2100 and the US and the EU alone would consume 

128 Gt CO2 between 2011 and 2030. This again paints a gloomy picture for achieving 1.5-degree Celsius target. 

 Carbon space for 1.5-degree Celsius target is so limited that developed countries will have to reach net zero emissions 

in the next 5 to 20 years. This is not a possibility. Even for 2 degree Celsius INDC ‘s of developed countries fall well short 

of their fair shares in carbon space. 

 If the current trends of emissions continue a 4 degree rise by the end of this century looks likely 

Yes: 

 Physically and economically feasible with a strong political will and cooperation of developed countries. 

 Limiting warming to below 1.5 degree Celsius by 2100 requires similar transformations in the energy system technology 

specially for developing nations and also by bringing de-carbonization of energy at faster rate. 

 Abiding to the Paris agreement in letter and spirit is the first step. 

 

Q) “The fact is that the severity and intensity of drought is not about lack of rainfall, it is about 

the lack of planning, foresight and criminal neglect. Drought is man-made.” What needs to be 

done to address drought problem that’s man-made? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Business Standard 

What needs to be done is as follows: 

1. Augmentation of water resources: – 

 catch every drop of water; store it; recharge groundwater. 

 To do this we need to build millions more structures. It also means giving people the right to plan where to locate the 

water body and the right to manage it for their need. 

 Today, invariably, the land on which the water body is built belongs to one department and the land from where the 

water will be harvested and channels from where the water will be brought belong to another person or even another 

government department. These kind of confusions need to be solved 

2. Revise and update the drought code: 

 governments need to respond by shutting off all non-essential water use from watering lawns to hosing down 

cars and much more as done in developed countries like US,Australia . 

3. Secure water: 
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 This means insisting on water codes for everyday India i.e.., reduce water usage in all sectors – from agriculture, 

urban to industry. 

 This means benchmarking this use and setting targets for reduced consumption year on year. 

4. Short term measures: 

 ways and means to curb misuse of water and non-essential consumption of electricity 

 Local authorities should launch public awareness campaigns on ways to escape heat-related hazards. 

 Setting up temporary day shelters on the lines of the night shelters in winters, and provision of potable drinking 

water can help alleviate human misery 

 Cloud seeding – a form of intentional weather modification to induce rainfall. 

 Drought monitoring – Continuous observation of rainfall levels and comparisons with current usage levels can 

prevent man made drought. 

 Rainwater harvesting – Collection and storage of rainwater from roofs or other suitable catchments. 

 Recycled water – Former wastewater (sewage) that has been treated and purified for reuse. 

 Planting trees to fight against the effects of deforestation 

 Water intensive crops like sugarcane especially in drought prone areas like Maharashtra need to be controlled 

and crop insurance need to be strengthened 

 Implementation of government schemes like NFSA ,MNREGA so that people are not distressed. 

5. Long term measures: 

 well-judged measures would be needed to mitigate thermal stress on livestock and human beings. 

 time is ripe for another revolution — this time in water-use efficiency. 

 The Centre must take the lead in shifting the focus from high-cost large irrigation projects towards 

 Desalination – of sea water for irrigation or consumption. 

 Carefully planned crop rotation can help to minimize erosion and allow farmers to plant less water- 

 Transvasement – Building canals or redirecting rivers as massive attempts at irrigation in drought-prone 

 

Q) How can irrigation methods help fight drought as both short term and long term measures? 

Eamine. (200 Words) 

The Hindu 

Short term: 

 Minor irrigation structures play a significant role in recharging of wells, drought mitigation and flood control. 

 Simple irrigation technique called Alternate wetting and drying can be used to cut down water use by as much as 

25%.this model has been very successful in Vietnam and Phillipines .it can also reduce Greenhouse gas emissions 
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 Irrigation Scheduling: 

 smart water management is not just about how water is delivered but also when,how often and how much. 

 Tory farms- which uses flood irrigation in their orchards waters at night to slow down evaporation allowing water 

to seep down into the soil and replenish the water table. 

 In California dry farming is done where farmers rely on soil moisture to produce their crops during the dry season. 

Special tilling practices are required for this. 

Long-term remedial options 

 Increased water conservation and promoting cultivation of less water-intensive crops can go a long way towards 

coping with the crisis.  

 The other remedial option could be to adopt drought-resistant crop varieties as has been done in some parts of Odisha 

for paddy/rice through the help of the International Rice Research Institute. This can maintain productivity and income 

of the farmers and also ensure price stability to the consumers.  

 It is important for the government to sustain an increased investment in irrigation but at the same time gear up towards 

faster completion of the ongoing projects. 

 Efforts need to be made to improve irrigation facilities in rural areas and to stop emphasis on dams. 

 Farmers must be encouraged to harvest and use water in their own areas sustainably and equitably. 

 Local streams, canals in the villages should be identified, deepened and widened to enhance harvesting of water. Rivers 

should be considered as important units of the village and revived. 

 Micro irrigation system comprising drip and sprinkler irrigation has greater potential to improve water use efficiency 

in agriculture. Using drip irrigation can save 30-70% of the water used by overhead sprinkler systems. 

 Studies show that micro irrigation system helps save water, reduce cost of cultivation and improve crop yield. 

Various studies showed that the net return per inch of water supplied through drip irrigation was 60-80 per cent higher 

than that of conventional irrigation system.  

 The Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana is a good policy initiative that would accelerate public investment in both 

micro and macro irrigation.  

 During the recently organised India Water Week, 2016, India has also partnered with Israel, a water-scarce country, 

to learn and adopt innovative strategies to harness rainwater. Small vegetable-growing farmers near Solan, Himachal 

Pradesh, have long adopted Israel’s water-saving technology through the assistance of the Mother Dairy retail chain 

that procures their fresh produce. It is an opportune time to scale up technology adoption. 

 Finally, the shortage of drinking water can be addressed through promoting conservation and generating awareness 

among people to use the scarce resource with utmost care. 

Facts: 
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Government statistics have hardly shown any increase in the total net irrigated area, which has been hovering around 63 

million hectares and constitutes only 45 per cent of the total area sown in the country. 

 

Q) Define water scarcity. Despite facing water scarcity, why is India a large virtual net export of 

water? Should it continue like this? Comment. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Water scarcity: 

 Water scarcity is defined as the ratio of total surface / groundwater availability in a given river basin . If the ratio is 1 it 

means that available surface / groundwater is being fully utilized  

 Averting water scarcity requires that not more than 20% of the water that flows on the ground is used by humans. So 

even a ratio of 1 denotes moderate scarcity  

 Water footprint network databse recognises four kinds of water scarcity situations. 

 low( ratio<1) 

 moderate ( ratio between 1 and 1.5) 

 significant ( ratio between 1.5 and 2) and 

 severe ( ratio > 2) 

 Data of India shows that except for Brahmaputra and Mahanadi all river basins with a population of more than 20 

million experience water scarcity for a major part of the year 

 Ganga and Indus suffer significant and severe levels of water scarcity for 7 and 11 months in a year respectively. 

Why is India a large virtual net exporter of water? 

 India is a large virtual net exporter of water because of agricultural products like cereals, tea, coffee , sugar etc which 

all require vast amounts of water . 

 Majority of population still depend on agriculture ,It has no sustainable agricultural techniques to cultivate crops, even 

government focus on agriculture did not yield much change . 

 In 2014-15 India exported 372 lakh tons of basmati which required 10 trillion tons of water I.e.., India virtually exported 

10 trillion litres of water  

 According to water footprint network database India had the least virtual imports of water in the world 

 Along with that rise in minimum support prices for agricultural products especially water intensive crops like cereals, 

sugarcane made farmers prefer them more  

 All these contributed for India to be a virtual net exporter  

Should it continue? 

No: 
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 Even rudimentary trade theory suggests that a country should be exporting things which it has in abundance and 

importing those which are scarce. According to this India should be virtual importer of water especially when it is 

reeling under water scarcity 

 China which is the only other country with similar population size like India also has more virtual water imports than 

India . China is conserving its water supply by importing water intensive crops like soya 

 India is poised to its entire available water supply within 500 years if it’s current food export policy continues 

 Being net exporter of water can lead India to a slow but irreversible loss of water sustainability 

 Rising water demands for agriculture and other sectors such as manufacturing, services and construction will pose 

additional constraints on water sustainability in future  

 India’s per capita water supply is less than China 

 India’s water management , agricultural pattern, groundwater exploitation , all indicate India has to change the pattern 

Yes: 

 Since the virtual water export for India and China is less than 2 % of the total water resources of the two countries it 

cannot raise any serious sustainability issue 

 To suggest virtual water exports can endanger sustainability over 300 years period is preposterous because agriculture 

economies as well as water in India and China will change profoundly in unknown ways over such a long period  

Suggestions: 

 India should change its food trade policy like China did way back in 2001 by importing more water intensive crops like 

grain, soybean from US , Brazil and Argentina 

 Enhance Skill development so that people start depending on other fields not just agriculture  

 International cooperation and sharing water across borders will be of significant importance 

 In rainfed areas like Maharashtra drought resistant crops rather than sugarcane need to be promoted. 

 Government should provide support by increasing MSP of pulses 

 Water conservation techniques like drip irrigation, rainwater harvesting go a long way 

 Technical expertise in cultivation of crops is needed for farmers 
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Topic: Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector 

industries in various parts of the world (including India) 
 

Q) Indian mineral federation says that only about 13% of India’s 575,000 square kilometers of 

land with geological potential has been explored in detail. Why so less potential area has been 

explored? Examine. (200 Words) 

Livemint 

Economic /Financial constraints: 

 Uncertainties about getting next concession 

 absence of incentives in Tax regime-tax burden acts as a discouraging factor when compared to the risk factor involved. 

 Inaccesibility of funds, underdeveloped risk capital market 

 No ease of doing business 

 Majority of exploration by public companies for instance Monopoly of coal mining by coal india and lack of commercial 

mining and lack of participation leading to discrepancies. 

Legal and political Constraints: 

 Increasedf judicial scrutiny –SC banned ironore mining in Karnataka following the corruption scandals in allotment of 

mining blocks. 

 With decentralisation of power by 73rd amendment act and forest rights act 2006 gram sabhas in orissa have rejected 

mining and even tribals because of which investors do not show interest. 

 Chaotic regulatory an policy landscape led to drought of investment for instance the dispute between environment 

ministry and coal ministry in the past over go and no go areas. 

 Outdated mining laws despite having national mineral exploration policy and mines and minerals bill also 

Geographical constraints: 

 The mineral rich regions are still largely unaccessible because of the geography they pertain with mountain ranges like 

western ghats,dense forests like in North East which makes the process of exploration difficult. 

 There is no proper assessment of India’s natural resources especially North east . 

Structural constraints: 

 Inadequate infrastructure –poor connectivity ,lack of power especially to the remote areas where minerals are 

abundant in India like chattisgarh,Jharkkhand. 

 No proper railway network and port facilities along with threat from naxals,insurgents and other non state elements 

leading to delay in approvals. 

 Land acquisition is a huge problem for acquiring new mines. 

Environmental constraints: 

58

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/04/08/1-indian-mineral-federation-says-13-indias-575000-square-kilometers-land-geological-potential-explored-detail-less-potential-area-exp/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/04/08/1-indian-mineral-federation-says-13-indias-575000-square-kilometers-land-geological-potential-explored-detail-less-potential-area-exp/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/04/08/1-indian-mineral-federation-says-13-indias-575000-square-kilometers-land-geological-potential-explored-detail-less-potential-area-exp/
http://www.livemint.com/Money/ZlZl9JXc2Kn4gt5XiuJLcL/India-could-be-sitting-on-a-gold-mine-and-not-know-it.html


SECURE | APRIL 2016                                                                      GS I 

 

©www.InsightsIAS.com                                                                                   ©www.InsightsonIndia.com 
 

 Environmental degradation made by illegal mining 

 The mineral rich regions are ecologically extremely rich regions any disturbance to their ecology can have huge 

ramifications on other sectors too 

 No oversight body 

Technological constraints: 

 Airborne surveys have been carried out over just 18% of country’s surface area compared to 90% in Australia. 

Fact: 

The last decade has seen mining contribution to India’s GDP fall from 1.2% to 1% according to mckinsey. 

What needs to be done? 

 increase governmental support to exploration agencies 

 Promote contreact mining by specialists 

 Indentify special mining regions 

 Improve logistics and supply chain network 

 Minerals taxation reforms 
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