
 
 	

2016	

http://www.insightsonindia.com	

GENERAL	STUDIES:	PAPER-1-	Insights	secure	compilation	of	
February	2016	



GENERAL	STUDIES:	PAPER-1-	Insights	secure	compilation	of	
February	2016	

 

www.insightsonindia.com	 Page	2	
 

Table	of	Contents	
Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies ............................................................................. 7 

1) Discuss the threats faced by major wetlands in India and measures needed to deal with 
these threats. (200 Words) ........................................................................................................ 7 

Topic: Role of women; Social empowerment ............................................................................... 8 

1) Discuss the significance and latest high court judgements related to the Section 6 of the 
Hindu Succession Act. (200 Words) ......................................................................................... 8 

Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies; Resources ............................................ 9 

2) “The general discourse on water management in India has mainly focused on enhancing 
physical access to water, improving water quality and improving water use efficiency. 
Recycling and reuse of wastewater is another important aspect, which till now has largely 
been ignored.”  Discuss the potential and benefits of efficient wastewater management in 
India. (200 Words) ..................................................................................................................... 9 

Topic:Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami .................................. 9 

1) How tsunamis are caused and which parts of globe are more prone to them? Also examine 
the technologies used in tsunami early warning system. (200 Words) ................................... 10 

Topic:Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in 
various parts of the world (including India) ................................................................................. 10 

1) It is said that countries across the world are de-industrialising. What do you understand by 
de-industrialisation? Why is it happening? Can India buck this trend? Examine. (200 Words)
 ................................................................................................................................................ 10 

Topic:Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in 
various parts of the world (including India) ................................................................................. 11 

1) In India, while our conservation policies are geared towards terrestrial biodiversity, there 
are many marine species that are not protected. Examine the various threats, the marine 
biodiversity that is affected and the socio-economic consequences of these threats. (200 
Words) ..................................................................................................................................... 11 

Topic: Role of women; Social empowerment ............................................................................. 12 

2) In your opinion, how would the Constitutional Amendment to reserve 50% of total seats for 
women in panchayats will affect women socio-economically? Discuss. (200 Words) ............ 13 

Topic:Critical changes to geographical features ......................................................................... 14 

1) “The renaming of the Ganga Action Plan as Namami Gange, launched in 1985 by the then 
Prime Minister, does not reflect a new or more acute understanding of the problem.” Critically 
examine. (200 Words) ............................................................................................................. 14 

Topic: Locational  factors of industries ....................................................................................... 15 

2) Examine why Assam is one of the dominant tea growing regions in India. In recent months 
the tea industry in Assam is facing variety of problems. Discuss these problems. (200 Words)
 ................................................................................................................................................ 15 

Topic:Critical changes to geographical features ......................................................................... 16 



GENERAL	STUDIES:	PAPER-1-	Insights	secure	compilation	of	
February	2016	

 

www.insightsonindia.com	 Page	3	
 

1) It is said that the 36 per cent of the urban renewal projects suffer from both time and cost 
overruns, and experts say poor urban governance structure is to be blamed for the tardy 
implementation of these projects. Therefore it is said that smart urban governance is 
necessary for the success of smart city project. What are the elements of smart urban 
governance? What reforms are needed to improve urban governance? Discuss. (200 Words)
 ................................................................................................................................................ 16 

Topic:Urbanization – Problems and their remedies .................................................................... 17 

1) Apart from rural regions, open defecation is also a major problem in urban centres. Why do 
you think this practice persists in cities too? What urgent steps should be taken to stop this 
practice? Critically examine. (200 Words) ............................................................................... 17 

Topic:Role of women; Social empowerment .............................................................................. 18 

1) “Women are active agents of change. Real development is only possible with their 
economic empowerment.” Discuss any three areas where and why women empowerment is 
most needed to bring economic development in India. (200 Words) ...................................... 19 

Topic:Role of women; Social empowerment .............................................................................. 20 

1) Data suggests that economic liberalization has been less kind to women who seek jobs in 
the blue-collar world. Examine why and discuss how Make in India can help improve women 
work participation rate. (200 Words) ....................................................................................... 20 

Topic:World geography ............................................................................................................... 21 

1) Differentiate between meteorite and asteroid. Describe how they are named. (150 Words)
 ................................................................................................................................................ 21 

Topic:Urbanization – problems and remedies ............................................................................ 21 

1) Discuss the nature and causes of solid waste management problem in India cities. 
Recently, the union government formulated Solid Waste Management Rules. Comment on 
these rules. (200 Words) ......................................................................................................... 21 

Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present- 
significant events, personalities, issues ...................................................................................... 22 

2) Briefly discuss Rabindranath Tagore’s ideas about and approach to nationalism. (200 
Words) ..................................................................................................................................... 22 

Topic:History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, 
world wars ................................................................................................................................... 23 

1) Examine the relationship between the Great Depression and the World War II. (200 Words)
 ................................................................................................................................................ 23 

Topic: Role of women; Social empowerment ............................................................................. 24 

2) Discuss the important recommendations of the Justice J.S. Verma Committee on women 
safety and empowerment. Examine if the recommendations of this report are implemented 
properly would they increase women’s inclusion in the development.   (200 Words) ............. 24 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies ........................................................................... 25 



GENERAL	STUDIES:	PAPER-1-	Insights	secure	compilation	of	
February	2016	

 

www.insightsonindia.com	 Page	4	
 

1) Discuss the significance of reforms in financial management of municipalities. How to 
ensure financial self-sufficiency and financial accountability in municipalities for better urban 
governance? Examine. (200 Words) ....................................................................................... 25 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies ........................................................................... 26 

1) Discuss the relationship between rapid economic growth, structural transformation and 
urbanisation in India. (200 Words) .......................................................................................... 27 

Topic: Social empowerment ....................................................................................................... 27 

1) In India, discrimination against Dalits is rising despite stronger laws. In your opinion, to end 
this discrimination, mainly whose attitude should change and why? Critically comment. (200 
Words) ..................................................................................................................................... 27 

Topic: Art and culture .................................................................................................................. 28 

2) The union government is trying to revive Sanskrit through certain policies. Also there is 
vocal support to revive Sanskrit to preserve ancient culture and wisdom. Do you support 
government’s intervention in this regard? Does Sanskrit needs preservation? Critically 
examine. (200 Words) ............................................................................................................. 28 

Topic: Art and culture .................................................................................................................. 29 

1) Write a note on the gharana system of Hindustani Classical Music and features of any 
three prominent gharanas. (200 Words) ................................................................................. 29 

Topic: Indian geography; Critical changes to geographical features .......................................... 30 

1) A drought in India is assessed on five parameters. What are these? In 2015, the union 
government released a comprehensive drought crisis management plan. Critically examine its 
components and their implementation. (200 Words) .............................................................. 30 

Topic: Indian geography; Critical changes to geographical features .......................................... 31 

2) A recent study has found that the Indian Ocean has been warming at an alarming rate, 
much faster than the other oceans. Examine why. Also increased warming of the Indian 
Ocean must translate into increased monsoon rains over South Asia. Why is this not 
happening? Examine. (200 Words) ......................................................................................... 31 

Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from 
ancient to modern times. ............................................................................................................ 32 

3) The fascinating Badami-Chalukya temples belonged to the three principal religious faiths, 
Brahmanical, Jaina and Buddhist. Examine how these religions are represented in Chalukyan 
architecture. (200 Words) ........................................................................................................ 32 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions from 
different parts of the country ....................................................................................................... 33 

1) Considering the contribution made by Dr Ambedkar to India’s freedom struggle, do you see 
merit in the argument that he should legitimately replace mahatma Gandhi as the Father of 
Nation? Critically comment. (200 Words) ................................................................................ 33 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions from 
different parts of the country ....................................................................................................... 34 



GENERAL	STUDIES:	PAPER-1-	Insights	secure	compilation	of	
February	2016	

 

www.insightsonindia.com	 Page	5	
 

2) “Seeds of India’s freedom struggle were sown with the Bhakti movement.” Examine. (200 
Words) ..................................................................................................................................... 34 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies ........................................................................... 34 

3) Discuss objectives and design of the Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban (rural-urban) 
Mission. Would this Mission act as complementary to Smart City mission? Examine. (200 
Words) ..................................................................................................................................... 34 

Topic: Social empowerment. ...................................................................................................... 35 

1) Do you think lack of employment opportunities is one of the major causes of protests 
seeking the status of Other Backward Classes (OBC) by prominent castes in India? What 
measures can government take to empower these communities without giving them 
reservation? Critically examine. (200 Words) ......................................................................... 35 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions from 
different parts of the country ....................................................................................................... 36 

2) Compare and contrast the nature of nationalism that was prevalent during the time of 
freedom struggle with its present form.  (200 Words) ............................................................. 36 

Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies. ............................................................ 37 

1) What do you understand by Aerosol Optical Depth? It is said that the worsening air quality 
in Indian cities is already affecting the lives of the very young and the elderly, and reducing 
labour productivity. What urgent and long-term measures do you suggest to improve the air 
quality in Indian cities? (200 Words) ....................................................................................... 37 

Topic: World geography; Social empowerment; Resources location ......................................... 38 

1) There are instances across the world where so-called underdeveloped but mineral-rich 
regions have fallen prey to fierce corporate plunder of natural resources at the expense of the 
local population. Identify such major regions around the world and in India, and critically 
examine how local communities are affected by this plunder. (200 Words) ........................... 38 

Topic: Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect 
on the society .............................................................................................................................. 39 

2) What do you understand by progressive nationalism? How different is it from cultural and 
territorial nationalism? In your opinion, which one should Indians and Indian government 
pursue? Substantiate. (200 Words) ........................................................................................ 39 

Topic: Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect 
on the society. ............................................................................................................................. 40 

1) Is communism and other left ideologies known for their staunch opposition to neo-liberal 
capitalism ebbing in Latin America? Discuss. (200 Words) .................................................... 40 

Topic: Salient features of Indian society; Social empowerment ................................................. 40 

1) Castes which have traditionally been seen as economically powerful are now resorting to 
making desperate demands for reservation and doing so in a violent manner. Why do you 
think so? What would be its impact on Indian society? Critically examine. (200 Words) ........ 41 

Topic: World history .................................................................................................................... 42 



GENERAL	STUDIES:	PAPER-1-	Insights	secure	compilation	of	
February	2016	

 

www.insightsonindia.com	 Page	6	
 

2) “European “nationalism” in short was an aggrandising nationalism.” Discuss. (200 Words)
 ................................................................................................................................................ 42 

Topic: Political philosophies; Freedom struggle ......................................................................... 42 

3) “…the concept of “nationalism” that developed in countries like India during their anti-
colonial struggle was of an altogether different kind when compared to Europe’s version of 
nationalism.” Examine what were the features of India’s nationalism during freedom struggle. 
Are Indians embracing nineteenth and early twentieth century European version of 
nationalism? Critically comment.  (200 Words) ....................................................................... 43 

Topic: Poverty and developmental issues; Social empowerment ............................................... 44 

1) Begging in India is currently a crime under the Bombay Prevention of Begging Act, 1959. 
Do you think it should be decriminalised? Substantiate. (200 Words) .................................... 44 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GENERAL	STUDIES:	PAPER-1-	Insights	secure	compilation	of	
February	2016	

 

www.insightsonindia.com	 Page	7	
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
General Studies: Paper-1 
Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies 

1) Discuss the threats faced by major wetlands in India and 
measures needed to deal with these threats. (200 Words) 
Wetlands are habitats to numerous flora and fauna and resting place for numerous 
migratory birds. As per definition they are area of marsh, water, whether natural or man 
made, permanent or temporary, with static or flowing water and may be brackish or fresh 
water.  

It function as: Water purifiers, Flood mitigation, Shelter for aquatic species, Buffer 
shorelines against erosion, and more 

Wetlands in India face threats mainly due to: 

1. Human activities like – conversion of lands for agriculture, overgrazing, overfishing 

2. Mining and extraction – resulting in release of toxic wastes in nearby ponds, lakes, rivers; 
removal of sand from river beds 

3. Construction activities – have led to deforestation, habitat destruction, filling of natural 
tanks and reservoirs 

4. Wastes from industries, agriculture run off are discarded in to major rivers like Ganga, 
Palar, Yamuna 

Measures that need to be taken: 
1. Identify: the areas under threat – what causes it, and at what rate it is affected and 
demarcate the area 
2. Regenerate: by natural or artificial means the purity of wetland, rebuild the reservoir 
tanks; 
3. Protect: the forests, wildlife, the complete ecosystem so as to not let it happen again; 
4. Conserve: soil, water; use organic farming and reduce the release of chemical wastes 
5. Remove encroachments, proper planning of new developments like smart cities 
6. Other ways to provide for urban facilities: Spread the use of solar fuels instead of fuel-
wood, treating and reusage of sewage water for various uses than simply pumping from 
underground or natural reservoirs. 
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Finally spread awareness about the importance of wetland, organize rallies, and strengthen 
legal measures to prevent damage to it 
 
Topic: Role of women; Social empowerment 

1) Discuss the significance and latest high court judgements 
related to the Section 6 of the Hindu Succession Act. (200 Words) 
The significance of the HC judgement can be seen as follows – 

1. Economic –  

(i) Equitable land distribution would allow greater financial-independence for women, 
especially in rural areas 

(ii) Would encourage women entrepreneurs and magnates to head family businesses 

2. Social –  

(i) Women’s empowerment, promoting active participation of women in social life 

(ii) Greater freedom to women in economic decision-making of households and focus on girl 
child 

3. Legal –  

(i) Gradual decline of provisions and directives under Hindu Law which don’t have legal 
backing 

(ii) Impetus to defining inheritance-related laws for families explicitly under Income Tax Act, 
1961 

4. Constitutional –  

(i) Is a progressive step towards achievement of Uniform Civil Code under Art 44 of DPSP 

(ii) Would provide for the provisioning of Social and Economic justice under Art 39 (b) and 
(c) of DPSP which take precedence even over Art 14 and 19 of FRS as per Minerva Mills 
judgement 

5. Political –  

(i) Impetus to women centric legislations like 33% reservation of women in Parliament, 
conferring benefits to the female head of family (e.g. in Housing for All Scheme) 

(ii) Gradual reduction in need for gender-budgeting due to economic emancipation result of 
Sec 6 of Hindu Succession Act 
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Hence, the judgement is largely progressive and a right step in bringing about greater 
women’s emancipation and social and economic inclusion. 
 
Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies; Resources 

2) “The general discourse on water management in India has 
mainly focused on enhancing physical access to water, improving 
water quality and improving water use efficiency. Recycling and 
reuse of wastewater is another important aspect, which till now 
has largely been ignored.”  Discuss the potential and benefits of 
efficient wastewater management in India. (200 Words) 
The Problem of Wastewater Management 
1. Sewage Treatment plants are processing only about ⅓ rd of the wastewater generated 
by indian cities  
2. Depleting groundwater and surface water reserves is causing scarcity of water  
3. Scarcity is causing conflict and competition between local communities and industries 
(second biggest consumer of water after agriculture) 
4. due to lack of treatment plants, polluted water goes to rivers and oceans, causing further 
pollution 
5. Wastewater management plans are not given priority in planning of towns and cities 
6. Increasing urbanisation causing ever more pressure on finite water resources 
Potential of Wastewater Management 
1. Technologies like bio-remidation, desalination, rainwater harvesting, wastewater 
recycling and water reclamation offer great reuse and recycling potential for wastewater 
management 
2. More sewage treatment plants can ensure uninterrupted water supply to factories  
3. Use-quality dependent user-charges can increase government revenue with minimum 
investment to recycle water for baser purposes like gardening and industrial use 
4. Resource allocation optimisation standards might be developed to harness the quality 
and quantity of water available 
Benefits 
1. Treating water in a cyclical fashion under the reduce-reuse-recycle method will lead to 
lesser pollution of rivers 
2. Availability of water and especially drinking water will improve 
3. Significant water availability for agriculture sector will ensure food security 
 
Topic:Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami 
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1) How tsunamis are caused and which parts of globe are more 
prone to them? Also examine the technologies used in tsunami 
early warning system. (200 Words) 
Tsunamis are caused due to underwater disturbances such as earthquakes, underwater 
landslides, volcanic eruptions and the like. These natural events displace a large amount of 
water. This water then travels thousands of miles in the form of a tidal wave hundreds of 
feet high in order to find a stable position. When these waves make landfall, they call 
immense destruction even many kilometers inland. 

The areas most prone to tsunamis are coastal areas that are near earthquake-prone 
regions or near areas of undersea volcanoes and face the open ocean. Thus, the coast of 
Japan, south-east Asia and coastal parts of south-east India and the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands are prone to tsunamis. 

Since tsunamis can cause massive destruction, a lot of investment has been made into 
tsunami early warning systems. Some of these systems use: 

1. Buoys floating in the ocean: Since tsunamis travel in the form of waves, buoys in the 
open ocean are able to detect changes in the wave height and speed and provide early 
warning. 

2. Satellites: Tsunami waves can travel thousands of kilometers from their source. 
These large scale waves can be seen on remote-sensing satellites. 

3. After detection of the waves, the information has to be disseminated among the 
affected population. For this, radio and television broadcasts need to be used along with 
systems like coastal sirens warning people to move to higher ground. 
 
Topic:Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary 
sector industries in various parts of the world (including India) 

1) It is said that countries across the world are de-industrialising. 
What do you understand by de-industrialisation? Why is it 
happening? Can India buck this trend? Examine. (200 Words) 
De-industrialization implies fallen share of employment in manufacturing sector as a share 
of total employment in an economy. Such trends can be observed in case of USA, EU, 
China, Korea, Singapore. Japan and others. 

This trend is an outcome of interplay between different factors like- 

* Increased productivity in manufacturing sector because of enhanced labor skills and 
automation reduced the demand for new labor 
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* Increasing share of tertiary or service sector in the economy as a sign of developed 
economy 

* Ageing population of developed economies that creates a shortfall of workers e.g. in 
Japan 

* Sluggish global demand post 2008 crisis and Eurozone crisis 

* Growth of labor intensive industries in developing economies leading to shifting of 
manufacturing industries in these countries 

It is being argued that this trend can engulf India too as India is consistently registering 
higher growths in the services sector. Further, innovations in S&T and emphasis on skill 
education will improve the productivity and reduced the demand for workers. However, such 
concerns may be misplaced because- 

* India is spearheading 'Make in India' program that seeks to rejuvenate the manufacturing 
sector 

* Various policies and programs like NIMZ and National Manufacturing Policy are in practice 

* Improved productivity as an outcome of automation will create jobs in capital industries 

* Foreign Trade Policy 2015 seeks to explore new markets for manufactured good and 
hence an increase in demand for workers 

In order to continue on this path to create enough jobs in the wake of demographic 
dividend, India should seek to ease the business-doing environment by harmonizing the 
existing laws and streamlining the archaic rules that hinders the growth of industries. 
 
Topic:Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary 
sector industries in various parts of the world (including India) 

1) In India, while our conservation policies are geared towards 
terrestrial biodiversity, there are many marine species that are not 
protected. Examine the various threats, the marine biodiversity 
that is affected and the socio-economic consequences of these 
threats. (200 Words) 
Oceans and seas are said to be the other worlds on the Earth, and the coral reefs are 
treated as the tropical rain forests of the oceans. Marine biodiversity is so vast that majority 
of living beings on the Earth are dwelling in oceans. Our knowledge over the extent of 
species diversity in oceans are very limited. However, they have a great economic, 
ecological, social and aesthetic values for humankind. 
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Threats to marine diversity: 

1) Discharge of untreated industrial waste, sewage, drainage etc., beyond the carrying 
capacity not only polluting the local streams and rivers, but also ultimately targeting oceans 
and marine diversity. 

2) Global warming and climate change seriously disturbing the marine ecosystems like coral 
reefs by changing oceanic temperatures. 

3) Emission of Carbon dioxide, Carbon Monoxide and other GHGs are balancing out the PH 
values of the oceans and resulted in Ocean acidification. 

4) Unregulated flow of various types of wastes into the rivers, ultimately polluting the delta 
regions and coral reefs by making the water murky and tardy.  

5) Over fishing, deep sea trawling, mining and exploitation of marine resources are also 
seriously polluting the oceans. 

6) Majority of the global trade and transport occurs on seas, this is resulting in oil spills, 
discharge of ballast water etc., affecting the marine environment. 

7) Threat from invasive species like Snowflake coral as is evidenced in near the Kerala 
coast and A&N coast. 

8) Destruction of mangrove forests for various developmental activities like building and 
upgrading ports, coastal corridors etc. 

Socio-economic consequences: 

1) Depletion of marine diversity will have a serious cyclic and cascading effect on the 
survival of other existing species as it alters and disturbs food web and reproduction cycles. 

2) Loss of fisheries will have huge impact on the livelihoods of traditional fishers and 
commercial fishing industry, and their dependts. 

3) High pollution of marine ecosystems causes biomagnification of toxic elements in 
humans consuming sea food and poses health risks. 

4) Resource depletion of oceans would cripple our mineral and fertiliser industries. 

5) Rising oceanic temperatures alters rainfall patterns and also rise in weather events like 
cyclones, causing distress in the economy. 

Safeguarding environment - both terrestrial and marine - and adopting our lifestyles in a 
eco-friendly manner is the need of the hour of every person on this Earth. 
 

Topic: Role of women; Social empowerment 
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2) In your opinion, how would the Constitutional Amendment to 
reserve 50% of total seats for women in panchayats will affect 
women socio-economically? Discuss. (200 Words) 
Suppression of women political rights inspite of Universal adult franchise undermines right 
to equality.50% reservation of women in PRIs will definitely help in more women 
empowerment 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS: 

1.Economically independent women will prove to be an asset of their families and villages 
rather than liability. 

2.Women and children driven schemes will get more focus. 

3. Various cooperatives and SHGs will get more boost 

4.Patriarchal mindset in villages will be abated. 

5.Girl school dropouts and sanitation problems of women will be understood properly. 

6. Dalit women will be able to give a reply to both caste and male domination. 

7.Enhancement of women's self-esteem,confidence,decision making ability and respect 
within family after winning elections. 

PROBLEMS: 

1.Women representatives are often molested,beaten and even raped.Various humiliation 
like Dalit women are asked to sit down and tribal women are very often stripped by the 
dominating caste people. 

2.Elections are won by women but the official work is done by their male counterparts.this 
defeats the very purpose of women empowerment. 

3.Taking the advantage of women illiteracy and ignorance many officials in banks,districts 
create hurdles in smooth functioning of women representatives. 

4.Various discriminating practices of villages like two child norm and rotational reservation is 
also a problem for women 

WAY FORWARD: 
1.Encourage women to use RTI so that officials can be held accountable. 
2.Make training mandatory for all elected representatives so that proxy candidates are 
discouraged. 
3.Dissemination of rights and duties of women representatives will also help.NGOs can be 
motivated to work in this direction. 
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4.Enable infrastructural facilities like enclosure for breast feeding and creche facilities in 
their working areas. 
 
Topic:Critical changes to geographical features 

1) “The renaming of the Ganga Action Plan as Namami Gange, 
launched in 1985 by the then Prime Minister, does not reflect a 
new or more acute understanding of the problem.” Critically 
examine. (200 Words) 
Newly launched Namami Gange incorporates significant new and innovative 
implementation elements to clean & protect Ganga : 

1) People-centred : Unlike previous schemes, it has brought the people living on river's 
banks, ULBs & PRIs under the main implementing machinery. 

2) Projects Approvals : Now all the ministries such as Environment, Shipping, Urban 
development, Tourism etc have been working with the nodal ministry i.e. Water Resource 
ministry. 

3) Shift in tackling Pollution : Treatment of waste, industrial effluents,drains to be tackled 
through Bio-remediation, in-situ treatments, innovative technologies, sewage and effluent 
treatment plants. In addition, more professional approach by including PPP and SPV 
(special pupose vehicle) has been taken. 

However, the approach still fails to understand the actual problem on several counts : 

1)Fragility of the region : Programme has completely failed to address the fragility of the 
region thereby reflecting a norrow approach to tackle problem. 

2)Flow of the river : Programme has not showed seriousness towards resolving the 
reduction of Flow of Ganga river as there is still trade-off between irreversible damaging 
development projects and cleaning Ganga. 

3) Industrial Norms : Programme has not taken hard on polluting industries by imposing 
strict effluent norms. 

4) Mindset : still remains the same - Ganga is a holy river and it has self cleansing property. 

In my view following more needs to be done : 
1) Permitting only environment benign projects so that they would have replacable rather 
irreversible damage. 
2) Polluting industries should be encouraged to use treated municipal waste water. 
3) In the upper fragile region, no construction or developmental activity should be permitted. 
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So, we need to look the problem in a holistic way to sucessfully resolve it rather in a 
peicemeal manner. 
 

Topic: Locational  factors of industries 

2) Examine why Assam is one of the dominant tea growing 
regions in India. In recent months the tea industry in Assam is 
facing variety of problems. Discuss these problems. (200 Words) 
Assam has the largest area under tea plantations among all states in India, this is so 
because: 

1. Tea Grows in moderately hot and humid climate with ambient temperatures ranging 
between 13-28˚C, above 32˚C is disastrous for tea.  

2. Tea grows better on sloping topography which leaves no room for water to stagnate 

3. Acidic Soil with around 4.5-5.5 pH is most suitable for Tea 

4. Assam's Dibrugarh, Nowgong, Sibsagar, Karbi Anlong , North Cacher and Bodoland 
districts provide the necessary drainage-oriented topography, temperature and humidity 
necessary for tea 

Problems facing the Tea industry in Assam 

1.Cartelisation: Small scale tea-growers practice farming at a subsistence level and aren't 
able to scale up their activities nor able to open factories to sell their produce directly. Big 
plantation owners have formed cartels that fix price of tea at processing and distribution 
stages, the small plantation owner suffer from this as they don't have the same margins as 
the big growers. This is possible with the involvement of big FMCG companies. 

2. Colonial Law: Archaic laws and their legislative misappropriation coupled with executive 
orders have ensured that small-scale tea growers cannot process and sell their own tea and 
have to remain suppliers to big growers or processing companies. This is hurting their 
autonomy and interest. 

3. No Research: Lack of R&D in tea industry is also one cause for concern. There are no 
tea laboratories in Assam, which prevents innovation from happening. 

4. Lack of awareness: Tea Board of India had recommended that at least 60 per cent of 
the price realised at the auction should go to the grower, yet most of them are unaware at 
what prices their produce is auctioned. There is no transparency. 

Way Forward 
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1. Let small scale tea growers process and directly sell their produce, amend the tea act 
and bring tea out of Commerce ministry's control and under agriculture ministry. 
2. Ensure transparency throughout the supply chain, the growers should get to know what 
prices their produce is auctioned at 
3. Encourage R&D by opening more laboratories for tea research 
4. Bring awareness among farmers regarding their rights and options available to them 
under union and state government initiatives. 
 

Topic:Critical changes to geographical features 

1) It is said that the 36 per cent of the urban renewal projects 
suffer from both time and cost overruns, and experts say poor 
urban governance structure is to be blamed for the tardy 
implementation of these projects. Therefore it is said that smart 
urban governance is necessary for the success of smart city 
project. What are the elements of smart urban governance? What 
reforms are needed to improve urban governance? Discuss. (200 
Words) 
India's ambitious Smart City project which is about to start, is likely to suffer from poor urban 
governance issues. Recent studies shows that JNNURM project suffered from dual issues 
of time and cost overrun and reason behind this was lack of proper urban governance. 

Issues with Urban Governance: 

- Lack of autonomous govt to take decision as multi institutions often creates deadlock in 
decision making or project planning. 

- No revenue generation mechanism for local authorities and hence lack of financial 
autonomy. 

- Lack of modern tools and technologies to deliver governance services. 

- Lack of trained staff or specialized officials to lead complex projects. 

- Less accountability of elected personnels towards city residents. 

- Unnecessary burden of Slums, illegal migration causes lots of administrative issues. 

Elements of Smart Urban Governance: 

- Accountability and transparency towards citizens. 
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- Autonomous authority to do admin and decision making. 

- Use of ICT e-service delivery, policy assessment, feedback taking, communication. 

- Measures to improve financial autonomy of local authorities. 

- Framework for speedy resolution of issues related to projects and their implementation. 

Reforms to improve Urban Governance: 

- Heavy use of ICT tools, technologies to connect with citizens, delivery of e-services. 

- Legislative measures to help city authorities to raise finance own their own. 

- Inspiring and rewarding local authorities to come up with revenue generation models in 
their respective cities. 

- Emphasis on having centralized governing structure which would be directly accountable 
to citizens. 

- Single window system, speedy resolution of citizen's issues and grievances. 

- Mechanisms to implement complex projects by disintegrating them into smaller tasks/sub-
tasks. 

Improvements in living standards for the majority through smart cities initiative is mostly 
dependent on how urban authorities are able to improve themselves. We need 'smart urban 
governance' before 'smart cities' dream could be realized. 
 

Topic:Urbanization – Problems and their remedies 

1) Apart from rural regions, open defecation is also a major 
problem in urban centres. Why do you think this practice persists 
in cities too? What urgent steps should be taken to stop this 
practice? Critically examine. (200 Words) 
Open defecation has been a serious menace in both rural and urban areas. This is one of 
the prime cause for the rampant outbreak of diarrhea in India which is killing thousands of 
infants. 

Reasons for persisting this practice in cities: 

1) Development of slums in and around the cities which act a magnets for the rural 
households who were in search of better employment opportunities or shunted out of their 
rural localities due to non-remunerative employment. Slum management became a serious 
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challenge for the urban governance which are suffering from resource constraints and 
subsequent poor management of these areas. 

2) Huge demand and supply gap of community sanitary constructions in the slums. 

3) Improper maintenance of existing toilets. 

4) Lack of regular water supply and unhygienic conditions often deter people from using 
these community toilets.  

5) No land record for the slum dwellers and they tend to shift from one place to other. This 
makes them not waste money on constructions.  

6) Many a times, community toilets are established in far off places and makes it difficult to 
use those toilets, and sometimes due to their orthodoxy mindset of usage of toilets is 
unhealthy. 

How to tackle it? 

1) Empowering urban governance structures and ensure proper financial devolution and 
functional autonomy at their behest. 

2) Increasing the density of toilet constructions, especially in the slums. 

3) Ensuring proper maintenance with good hygienic conditions including regular water 
supply. 

4) Conducting awareness programmes regularly with the support of civil society and NGOs 
highlighting the benefits of toilet usage. 

5) Creation of Sanitation Maintenance Fund from the Swachh Bharath Cess to spend 
exclusive on proper maintenance. 

Time is running out to reach our set goal of making India a open defecation country by the 
time of 150 birth anniversary of our Father of our Nation Mahatma Gandhi. We need to 
mobilise resources on war footing with comprehensive planning strategies to fulfill our 
dream. 
 

Topic:Role of women; Social empowerment 
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1) “Women are active agents of change. Real development is only 
possible with their economic empowerment.” Discuss any three 
areas where and why women empowerment is most needed to 
bring economic development in India. (200 Words) 
Women Empowerment is one of the crucial ingredient to Country's all round development , 
be it Social , Political or Economic. 

A country can not succeed in its Economic development agenda without including women 
into it. 

3 Major Areas that need Urgent Women Empowerment for Economic Development: 

1) Political Empowerment : Without having Policies which explicitely incorporates women in 
the mainstream development works, we can not see full use of Human Force , Empowering 
Women Politically will certainly help in bringing their issues at the front and their resolution 
will help in furtherance of their economic cooperation. 

Suggested Measures 

1) Empowering Women at the Local self Govt. level.(since Real authority lies with Men even 
if Women wins election) 

2) Reservation of Seats in Lok sabha and Rajya Sabha Elections also. 

2.Education + Skill Development : We still see that women lag in the literacy rate and their 
participation in the Skilled work is very less, This leads to poor use of our Demographic 
dividend. We need to empower women educationally and vocationally and embed them with 
skills in order to see the economic development on a roll. 

Suggested Measures : 

1) Explicit Programmes for Vocational Training to Women. 

2) NSDC's special attention 

3.Financial + Entrepreneurial Empowerment:Women Entrepreneurs should be empowered 
with finances, especially in rural areas and Tribal belts where Women can use the finances 
and form SHG's. Women can be empowered by the Provisions of Finances. 

Suggested Measures: 

1) Strengthening concepts like Mahila Bank (since Mahila Bank has not been very 
effective). 

2) Schemes like Stand Up India and Start Up Policy in alignment with Women Needs. 
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Gandhiji was all right when he said :- "There is no occasion for women to consider 
themselves subordinate or inferior to men. Woman is the companion of man, gifted with 
equal mental capacity."  
Women are equally imp. as any other group for the economic development of India, we just 
need a behavioural change to see the change. 
 

Topic:Role of women; Social empowerment 

1) Data suggests that economic liberalization has been less kind 
to women who seek jobs in the blue-collar world. Examine why 
and discuss how Make in India can help improve women work 
participation rate. (200 Words) 
Labour participation of women in various sectors and kinds of jobs is crucial for their overall 
empowerment. Though their work participation rate is increasing, its rate is very slow in the 
light of high economic growth. Also, the liberalisation of economy has not provided required 
opportunities in terms of blue collar jobs for women. This would be due to: 

1) Globalisation and liberalisation are mainly focussed on growth in service sector. Ipt 
did create jobs for women in white collar jobs, but opportunities in the manufacturing and 
construction remain less for women and available ones are given to men based on 
preference. 

2) In India, Jobs in sectors other than agriculture are triggered more after LPG reforms. 
The government policies did not make enough emphasize on women security, work place 
hazard and work life balance (most of blue collar jobs require person hours) which made 
them less participative in these sectors. 

3) Misconception also prevails that they are physically weak to engage in 
manufacturing activities and also less skilled to carry out activities in electrical machinery, 
industries, automobiles and so on. 

4) Lower/unequal wages is also one important reason. 

Make in India, a wonderful opportunity to fill this lacunae.  

1) Primarily, Make in India strives to increase manufacturing units, which creates enormous 
demand for workforce in these units.  

2) Increase in MSMEs and women centric industries like garments, food processing etc.  

3) Dedicated financial assistance for women entrepreneurs coupling with 'Start up India' 
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But that alone would not suffice to bring women into the play. Providing adequate security at 
workplace, workplace hazard management and Industry based skill improvement and other 
facilities like crèche and flexible work timings can increase their participation in blue collar 
jobs. 
 

Topic:World geography 

1) Differentiate between meteorite and asteroid. Describe how 
they are named. (150 Words) 
Meteroite are meteroids which have made contact with earth's surface and have not 
disintegrated completely in 'meteor' stage. Both meteroids and asteroid are celestial objects 
and not large enough to be called planets but they orbit the sun. However there are 
considerable difference :- 

> Size : Meteroids are way smaller than asteroids. Hence former is referred as space debris 

> Origin : Asteroids are assumed to be originated from explosion of a planet in geological 
past. But meteroids comes from disintegration of comets, asteroids collision etc 

> Location : Asteroids are located in Asteroid Belt between Mars and Jupiter, while 
meteroids are ubiquitous. 

> Impact : Asteroids impact is disastrous but meteroites are everyday phenomena. 

Being insignificant in size, meteroids are not named but asteroids have official names and 
we have many space missions dedicated to them e.g. NASA's Dawn for Ceres (an 
asteroids between Mars and Jupiter) 
 

Topic:Urbanization – problems and remedies 

1) Discuss the nature and causes of solid waste management 
problem in India cities. Recently, the union government 
formulated Solid Waste Management Rules. Comment on these 
rules. (200 Words) 
One of the major issue before country is its Municipal solid waste management. Solid waste 
has most hazardous effect on health & environment if not properly treated. Some problems 
cities facing due to poor Solid waste management are- 

- Health issue : Releases toxic gases on burning/after catching fire due to non-
segregation like recent Mumbai issue 
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- Environmental issue : Releases of large proportion of hazardous gases like 
CO,methane as per CPCB report 

- Ecological problem : Ground water Contamination due to waste in nearby areas 

Some of main causes for such problems arising out of solid waste are – 

1. Improper segregation of waste in country 

2. Insufficient recycle of waste in country though about more than 30% waste is 
recyclable 

3. Improper disposing/recyclable technique & inefficient regulatory mechanism 

In regard of such alarming issue cities are facing, recently union government revised Solid 
waste management rules 2015 in regard to its Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 

1. Categorized and segregated at source(waste generators) reducing segregation 
problem 

2. Broadened the jurisdiction from mere cities to cover even Census towns 

3. New stakeholders identified such as Indian Railways, industrial townships, 
cantonments and Special Economic Zones 

4. Charging user fees from waste generator in a bid to build a financially sustainable 
waste management system. 

5. Decentralising treatment option as 50% of the biodegradable waste could be turned 
into compost at the local level without burdening landfill 

6. Envisage integrating rag pickers into the waste management system 

So awareness of proper segregation among generators, Proper recycle technique & 
efficient regulatory mechanism for solid waste management is the need of the hour to 
resolve such issue 
 

Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century 
until the present- significant events, personalities, issues 

2) Briefly discuss Rabindranath Tagore’s ideas about and 
approach to nationalism. (200 Words) 
Given this present global crisis, in which nations are flying at each other’s throat, sometimes 
unilaterally and in pre-emptive action, ignoring world opinion. The anti-nationalitarian 
ideology of the Bengali poet, and Asia’s first Nobel Laureate, Rabindranath Tagore. 
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Tagore’s alternative vision of peace, harmony and the spiritual unity of humankind 
seems more relevant now than ever. 

In his critique of Nationalism in “Nationalism in India”he criticizes nationalism as ”an 
epidemic of evil” posing a recurrent threat to mankind. He highlighted the materialist , 
commercial & profiteering face of Nationalism. 

In 1905 , he actively participated in Swadeshi movement by writing patriotic songs against 
injustice & irrationality of British act of Partitioning of Bengal. But soon after the Movements 
turned violent he turned his face.He even returned his Knighthood in Opposition to 
Jalianwala massacre. Even Gandhi’s persuation to join styagraha was denied by him. 

Tagore maintained that British colonialism found its justification in the ideology of 
nationalism, as the colonisers came to India and other rich pastures of the world to plunder 
and so further the prosperity of their own nation. They were never sincere in developing 
colonised countries/nations, as to convert their ”hunting grounds” into ”cultivated fields” 
would have been contrary to their national interest. 

His critique of nationalism was that of a wholesome and holistic thinker arguing against 
discourses couched in essentialism and one-sidedness that champion power and wealth 
but not soul and conscience, greed but not goodness, possessing but not giving, self-
aggrandisement but not self-sacrifice, becoming but not being. 
 

Topic:History of the world will include events from 18th century such as 
industrial revolution, world wars 

1) Examine the relationship between the Great Depression and 
the World War II. (200 Words) 
��Both great depression and WW2 had a common cause 

1. Although the great depression was an economic crisis and WW2 was a geopolitical crisis, 
both had SOME of their roots in the same cause i.e. WW1.  

2. The roughshod way in which WW1 had ended is said to be the defining cause of 
weakening american prosperity leading directly to the crash of its stock markets in 1929. 

3. WW2 is also considered as an effort to consolidate the "unfinished business" left behind 
by the vagaries of the first world war and vengeance for the humiliating terms of treaty of 
Versailles.  

��WW2 ended the great depression 
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1. Between 1933 and 1938 president Roosevelt implemented his program of reform and 
restructuring known as "NEW DEAL", this was moderately successful until the US 
involvement in the war began after pearl harbour in 1941 

2. With the war-effort, the American economy could mobilise far more resources than it 
could under the New deal and thus WW2 could be seen as a boon that brought the 
depression to an end. 

��WW2 and Great depression changed America fundamentally 

1. The great depression introduced America to the inherent risks of capitalism and struck a 
deadly blow at european investments in the US, this revealed the dependence of America 
on Europe. 

2. While at first America remained in denial about this interdependence and shied away 
from the war, its involvement post pearl-harbour forced the US to be more self-sufficient 

3. At the end of the depression America emerged a stronger financial nation and at the end 
of WW2 it emerged as a global leader. 

 

Topic: Role of women; Social empowerment 

2) Discuss the important recommendations of the Justice J.S. 
Verma Committee on women safety and empowerment. Examine 
if the recommendations of this report are implemented properly 
would they increase women’s inclusion in the development.   (200 
Words) 
Justice JS verma committee was constituted in the aftermath of the Delhi gangrape to 
recommend on the ways to provide speedy justice for women who have suffered sexual 
assault. 

The important recommendations are as follows: 

1. Rape 

A. Retain rape as separate offence and modify the definition of rape as any non-consensual 
penetration of sexual nature. 

B. Include marital rape in the definition of rape. 

C. Set up rape crisis cell which will be notified on any FIR related to sexual offence and will 
provide legal assistance to the victims. 
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2. Offences against women in conflict areas. 

A. Remove requirement for central govt. sanction in cases of alleged sexual offence. 

B. Appoint commissioners in conflict areas to monitor and prosecute officials found guilty of 
sexual offences. 

C. Reorient army training to inculcate strict observance in this regard. 

3. Police reforms 

A. establish state security commissions to protect state police from any interference by state 
govt.s 

B. Police stations should have CCTV camera in the entrance and the questioning room. 

4. Electoral reforms 

A. Amend Representation of People Act to include sexual offences as the basis for 
disqualification of any candidate. 

5. Education reforms 

A. Sexual education should be imparted in schools as it will make children more aware. 

B. Carry out Adult literacy programs as it will lead to gender empowerment. 

Implementing these recommendations would certainly help curtail sexual assault against 
women and would empower them. But the more important thing is that there should be 
change in attitude of people. There should be a change in the way society looks upon 
women. Community awareness programs and educating people on these issues will 
help a lot in raising the status of women in society. 

 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies 

1) Discuss the significance of reforms in financial management of 
municipalities. How to ensure financial self-sufficiency and 
financial accountability in municipalities for better urban 
governance? Examine. (200 Words) 
The 74th amendment act paved way for greater devolution of power and finances through 
creation of municipalities. However, problems pertaining to resource crunch, workers' 
shortages and governance continues to linger upon these municipalities. In this regard, 
financial management of municipalities assumes significance because- 
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* Improves the financial base of municipalities in order to allow them to provide good quality 
services to citizens 

* Implements the devolution principle enshrined under 74th amendment act in letter as well 
as spirit 

* Transfers certain subjects from state to municipalities to improve revenue stream and 
better control over those subjects 

In order to ensure financial self sufficiency and financial accountability to improve urban 
governance, following steps should be taken. 

Financial self-sufficiency- 

* Transfer additional subjects like school education, public health, traffic management and 
civic policing activities etc to municipalities as recommended by 2nd ARC 

* Introduce tax exemption in case of municipal bonds to make it attractive to the investors 

* categories of exemption from property taxes need to be reviewed and minimized 

* Tax details of all property owners should be placed in public domain to avoid collusion 
between owner and assessing authority 

* A significant portion of grant by states must be linked to efforts made by municipalities on 
their own 

* Land banks available with municipalities should be leveraged for generating resources 

Financial accountability- 

* States should enact FRBM act at the municipality level in order to ensure that finances 
and borrowings remain within manageable limits 

* Management Information Systems should be placed to ensure that chalked out funds are 
put to use efficiently 

* Data related to financial revenues and their subsequent usage should be put in public 
domain 

Augmenting the revenue streams of municipalities can go a long way in improving urban 
governance and subsequently the quality of life of city-dwellers. 
 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies 
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1) Discuss the relationship between rapid economic growth, 
structural transformation and urbanisation in India. (200 Words) 
The relationship between rapid economic growth, structural transformation and urbanization 
is one of interdependency i.e. each of the three factors promotes the other two. 

* Rapid economic growth leads to generation of huge resources. These resources are put 
back into agriculture and establishment of industrial complexes. High agricultural 
productivity reduces the demand of labor and this labor is attracted to industries established 
in urban areas. Industries have high employment elasticity and capable of absorbing huge 
labor and thus subsequently urbanization takes place 

* Structural transformation causes a transition of economy from agriculture to industrial 
sector. The output of industries is much higher than that of agriculture leading to economic 
growth. Improved industrial scenario attracts labor and leads to urbanization 

* Urbanization marks the growth of cities. The huge labor in urban area serves as impetus 
to establish industries in urban regions leading to structural transformation. This increases 
the output of industries leading to rapid economic growth 

Thus, the three factors are correlated with each other. The three factors have the capability 
to spur development of all if the gains are reaped and shared carefully. 
 

Topic: Social empowerment 

1) In India, discrimination against Dalits is rising despite stronger 
laws. In your opinion, to end this discrimination, mainly whose 
attitude should change and why? Critically comment. (200 Words) 
Very strong laws including SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities Act 1989, Untouchability Act 1955 
and various constitutional provisions like Art 15(2)(no discrimination at public place),Art 
17(untouchability), Art. 23( bonded labor) have been framed but have failed to this 
discrimination. 

These laws have politically and legally emboldened the dalits but socially have failed to be 
realised due to lack of awareness, poor reporting, police apathy etc. It is important to 
address the following concerns rather than making stronger legislation which are strong 
enough on paper. 

1. Attitudinal change need to brought about among the upper caste through the use of local 
Panchayat level officials who need to dessiminate information regarding the rights, legal 
provisions and ensure community places are open to all. 
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2. Police need to sensitised to take due notice of violation of dalits rights and act stringently 
rather than turning a blind eye. 

3. Dalits fear reporting such crimes fearing backlash in the community they live. Such 
barriers need to be dispelled by strengthening and reaching out to them through institution 
already in place namely Nation commission for SCs etc. 

4. Schools ,college administration, the staff and students need to be sensitized as attitudinal 
change can effectively be brought about through education and textbooks. 

Stringent laws only have never helped its cause and attitudinal change in perception toward 
the dalits and for dalit toward themselves need to changed through active interventions 
which is well possible within the existing framework . 
 

Topic: Art and culture 

2) The union government is trying to revive Sanskrit through 
certain policies. Also there is vocal support to revive Sanskrit to 
preserve ancient culture and wisdom. Do you support 
government’s intervention in this regard? Does Sanskrit needs 
preservation? Critically examine. (200 Words) 
Governement has taken various steps to preserve ancient culture and wisdom like  

#Emphasized courses have to be developed so that not just Sanskrit language but also the 
various shastras, kavyas and plays could be taught through MOOC 

#Government of India ispromoting Sanskrit Language through the Rashtriya Sanskrit 
Sansthan (RSkS), New Delhi and Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth at Delhi, Trichy etc. 

#It provide assistance to schools, colleges and universities located in different States 
through UGC and RSkS for implementing its various schemes. 

#HRD Ministry organises various programmes throughout the year in the nature of Sanskrit 
conversation camps, teachers' training conferences, research programmes, debates, and 
essay competitions. These are increasingly becoming frequent. 

Government intervention should not be coercive and tinker with autonomy of 
institutions.HRD ministry recent attempt to introduce sanskrit as replacement to German as 
eletive language in KVs met severe backlash.Moreover the low Census data on sanskrit 
speakers to make ground for such intervention is baseless as people with multiple speaking 
language including sanskrit might not have reported it and figures are grossily 
underestimated. 
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But Government support to sanskrit is well taken as: 

Sanskrit holds a rich repository of ancient texts,manuscripts ,shastras, plays, scientific texts 
and we certainly need scholars to interpret and translate those for the masses. Sanskrit also 
is a schedule language and mother of all Indo-Aryan language and needs to be preserved. 
Need for such preservation is all the more important as most schools are moving away from 
Sanskrit as elective language to French, German etc. and lack of popularity of the language 
with globalisation and growing importance of english and other languages. 

 

Topic: Art and culture 

1) Write a note on the gharana system of Hindustani Classical 
Music and features of any three prominent gharanas. (200 Words) 
Gharana in Hindustani music means a community of performers who share a distinctive 
musical style that traces to a particular instructor or region. The Gharana system emerged 
in 20th century as a means to maintain the artistic authority, by giving emphasis on lineage, 
in an era of declining court patronage. 

Different gharanas differ not only in peculiarities of performance and repertoire but also in a 
broader ideology of music, aesthetics and pedagogy. Any music style can be called 
gharana only when it gets passed down through 3 generations. 

The features of 3 prominent gharanas are as follows:- 

1. Gwalior Gharana 

-> It is the oldest vocal gharana and is named after the city of its origin (in MP). It was 
founded in 16th century. 

-> The distinctive feature of this style is its lucidity and simplicity. 

-> Well-knows ragas are selected to make it easy for the listener to identify the raga. Also, 
there is no attempt to obscure the identity of raga by using melodic phrases. 

2. Agra Gharana 

-> It was founded in mid-19th century. This gayaki style is a blend of Khayal gayaki and 
Dhrupad (a vocal genre). 

-> The distinctive features include emphasis on developing forcefulness and deepness in 
the voice so that notes are powerful and resonant. 

3. Kirana Gharana 
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-> It has been named after the birthplace of Abdul Kharim Khan who revived this style. In 
this style, swara or individual notes is the central concern. The swara is used to create an 
emotional mood. 

-> Another unique feature of this gharana is the highly intricate and ornate use of the 
sargam taan (weaving patterns with the notations themselves) introduced by Abdul Karim 
Khan under influence from the Carnatic classical style. 

 

Topic: Indian geography; Critical changes to geographical features 

1) A drought in India is assessed on five parameters. What are 
these? In 2015, the union government released a comprehensive 
drought crisis management plan. Critically examine its 
components and their implementation. (200 Words) 
Drought is a slow-onset, complex phenomenon of ecological challenge that affects people 
directly. The five parameters used to assess drought in India are related to the availability 
of: 

1. Drinking water,  

2. Irrigation water,  

3. Fodder 

4. Foodgrains, and  

5. the requirement of energy sector 

The manual brought out in 2015 gives four important measures that a State (in co-operation 
with Union) government should take at the time of a drought: 

1) MGNREGS to provide immediate employment to drought-affected people, however the 
scheme suffers from huge pay-delays in drought affected regions of MP and Telangana, 
making people unwilling to work. Where they are willing, they suffer from problems of 
access to the scheme. 

2) PDS should be strengthened to provide food and fodder as a measure to sustain the 
rural economy, but the PDS is also amalfunctioning system with no guarantee of food 
security in states like UP. 

3) Act to recharge the groundwater table by building check dams, providing pipeline water 
and other irrigation facilities, but these require long term planning which only a few states 
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have undertaken. The scarcity of drinking water has also gone up, causing community/caste 
conflicts. 

4) Either waive off or defer farmer loans and arrange for crop loss compensation-however, 
this strategy only addresses the symptoms and not the root cause of droughts 

Two consecutive years of droughts have resulted in mass migration, starvation deaths, 
malnutrition and livelihood crisis, need of the hour is to undertake long-term prevention and 
precaution building approaches that do not appear as mere firefighting at the eleventh hour 
of crisis 
 

Topic: Indian geography; Critical changes to geographical features 

2) A recent study has found that the Indian Ocean has been 
warming at an alarming rate, much faster than the other oceans. 
Examine why. Also increased warming of the Indian Ocean must 
translate into increased monsoon rains over South Asia. Why is 
this not happening? Examine. (200 Words) 
Indian ocean has been warming at an alarming rate due to following reasons:- 

1. Human induced activities 

These activities increase GreenHouse Gases (GHGs) in the atmosphere thus heating it; 
and a large share of this heat is absorbed by the oceans. 

2. Peculiarity of Indian ocean 

The Indian ocean is landlocked in the north unlike other oceans like Atlantic or Pacific. 
Thus, it is not able to flush out the accumulate heat to the poles. So, the heat pile persists 
for a longer period. 

3. El nino magnitude gone up. 

when El nino (prolonged warming of Pacific ocean) emerges in Pacific Ocean, the 
atmospheric circulation between Pacific and Indian ocean leads to accumulation of heat in 
Indian ocean. As El nino is on rise, the warming of Indian ocean is also faster. 

Increased warming of the Indian ocean has not translated into increased monsoon over 
South Asia as the monsoon winds have become weaker. The monsoon winds flow 
according to temperature difference between the ocean (cooler) and land (warmer). So, if 
the temperature contrast reduces, the rainfall on the landmass also reduces. 

The temperature contrast is reducing due to:- 
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1. Increased global warming 

With the increase in global warming, the oceans are getting warmer and so, the 
temperature contrast is lessening. 

2. Increased pollutants in air 

The pollutants suppress the warming of the land thus further reducing the temperature 
difference. 

The weakened monsoon winds are not able to transport the moisture from ocean to land. 
So, the rain occurs over the ocean itself. 

 

Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times.  

3) The fascinating Badami-Chalukya temples belonged to the 
three principal religious faiths, Brahmanical, Jaina and Buddhist. 
Examine how these religions are represented in Chalukyan 
architecture. (200 Words) 
Though badami chalukyan temples were dominated by brahamanical faith but it represents 
all three faiths i.e Brahamanical, jaina and buddhism . These three faiths were represented 
in there temples as following : 

Brahamanical Faith  

1) There was depiction of vishnu and his incarnations and shiva along with his sons 
ganesha and kartikeya were very common feature. 

2) Presence of nandi in front of shiva temples . Shiva mostly represented by Shiv LInga. 

3) Hindu trinity was also common feature of occurence in temples i.e shiva ,brhma and 
vishnu 

4)Scenes from puranas, mahabharata , ramayna were clearly depicted 

5)Temples have images of ganga , yamuna and dwarpalas represnting hindu faith. 

Jaina Faith : 

1) There was representation of Jaina tirthankaras like mahavira , bahubali  
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2) Depiction of birds , animals, elephants and other celestial forms representing entire 
universe. 

3) Daily life of Jainas were also found in temples like Mallikaarjun . 

Buddhism Faith: 

1) Many ideas from murals of ajanta caves were taken which depicts stories from Jataka 
and buddha life on walls and pillars. 

2) Durga temple was built in buddhist chaitya style with certain modifications. 

So this is how temple represents these three religions which shows that equal respect was 
given to all faiths during chalukayan period. 
 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 
/contributions from different parts of the country 

1) Considering the contribution made by Dr Ambedkar to India’s 
freedom struggle, do you see merit in the argument that he should 
legitimately replace mahatma Gandhi as the Father of Nation? 
Critically comment. (200 Words) 
Indian Freedom Movement produced a number of great leaders, of which BR Ambedkar 
and MK Gandhi were two. Both contributed to the freedom movement in their own way, yet 
the title of 'father of nation' has been conferred on MK Gandhi because of the following 
reasons- 

* Brought the masses together and instilled confidence in them e.g. Champaran Satyagrah, 
Kheda Satyagrah, CDM 

* Ingraining non-violence in the citizens as a value passed on by the 'father' 

* Performed the role of father by taking up all the brunt and adversaries upon him e.g. 
arrests during Non-Cooperation movement 

However, the argument for declaring BR Ambedkar as the 'father of nation' is backed by the 
following reasons- 

* Provided a framework-the constitution, like a father under which citizens and governments 
were expected to perform 

* Advocated the rights for depressed classes and thus focused more on weakest 'child' as a 
father e.g. through Schedule Caste Federation 
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Thus, it can be said both leaders have done much for the welfare of the nation and both are 
indeed 'father of the nation' but because Gandhi had the power to bind together all the 
people to enforce the notion of 'nation', he is truly regarded as the 'father of nation'. 
 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 
/contributions from different parts of the country 

2) “Seeds of India’s freedom struggle were sown with the Bhakti 
movement.” Examine. (200 Words) 
India secured her freedom from british colonial rule after struggling on intellectual and 
ideological front besides actual non violent mass movements. Bhakti movement in medieval 
times can be said to have laid foundation for this struggle. 

In medieval times Indian society was stagnant in character, rooted in orthodox thinking, 
divided on many fault lines of caste, religion etc. It is this weakness that in some way 
ultimately facilitated british takeover of this land and it was not possible to break this 
shackles of oppression without addressing our own follies. In pre british medieval times 
Kabir, Mirabai, Tukaram, Namdeo to the large extent worked to reconcile internal 
differences, remove extreme orthodox mindset and decrease caste consciousness. Bhakti 
movement saints also worked towards making different religions like Hinduism and Islam 
and others adopt and coexist peacefully with each other by highlighting similarly of its 
essential teachings. 

But this movement was not completely successful and after british capture of power its 
objectives were later taken up by Raja Rammohan Roy, Swami Vivekananda, 
Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar etc. who forced Indians to look at our own shortcoming and 
weaknesses, our own ills like Sati, Caste system, excessive ritualism. This helped Indian 
leadership to adopt progressive outlook look outside and freedom struggle or its success 
would have been impossible without this social reform movement to remove our internal 
faults and differences to unify the masses as whole a task for which Bhakti movement 
saints worked incessantly. 
 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies 

3) Discuss objectives and design of the Shyama Prasad Mukherji 
Rurban (rural-urban) Mission. Would this Mission act as 
complementary to Smart City mission? Examine. (200 Words) 
Gandhiji's vission of gram swaraj will be realised with the Rurban mission which has at its 
heart the spirit of village and skills of town.Objectives of Rurban mission- 
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1) To bring basic infra, services, health and education facilities in area so as to avail the 
facilities that towns have. 

2) To bridge the gap between rural and urban through technological advancement and 
investment 

3) To reduce migration and provide local employment through agro-based labor intensive 
industry. 

4) Improve quality of life w.r.t. present. 

Design- 

1) Village clusters having population of 50,000 or less depending on geography will be 
formed. 

2) To develop 300 clusters in 3 yrs with 5000 crore investment. 

3) Each of the 300 centres, will cater to atleast four adjoining villages. These centres will be 
provided with modern facilities. 

4) Amenities like- housing for all, electricity, health and education facilities, connection 
through road, etc through public private investment in a time bound manner will be 
provided. 

5) Local authorities have to play a greater role as these clusters may not have any gram 
panchayats or municipal corporations. 

Rurban mission will prove to be complementary to Smart city project, as it aims to reduce 
migration and provides rural employment. This will release the pressure on urban centres 
which were crowded due to immigration. 
 

Topic: Social empowerment. 

1) Do you think lack of employment opportunities is one of the 
major causes of protests seeking the status of Other Backward 
Classes (OBC) by prominent castes in India? What measures can 
government take to empower these communities without giving 
them reservation? Critically examine. (200 Words) 
The recent agitations to get listed in backward classes list gives signals of uneven and 
exclusive growth. 
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Yes lack of employment opportunities is one of the major cause for the recent demands. 
The stagnation of income through agriculture has put the rural economy at distress. 

Agriculture as a occupation has lost its sheen and the youth when trying to diversify there 
means of livelihood are facing the limited access to quality education and the well paid jobs 
at private sector. The decent remuration at government sector is attacking the youth and the 
limited opportunities in government sector has created a scenario of reservation will aid 
their entry to better livelihood means. 

Steps need to be taken by government : 

* Increase the expenditure on education, with greater emphasis on quality so that the better 
qualified would get accommodated with private sector. 

* Decentralizing the start up India initiatives and promoting self employemnt to strengthen 
the rural economy. 

* Reviving agricultural economy, so that the farmers get fair prices to the produce by 
expediting national e market, food processing industries and cold storage facilities. 

Reservations can only be means not the end in itself. The growth story of India has to be 
inclusive which would be able to reap the benefits of demographic dividend or else the 
social problems would destabalize country. 

 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 
/contributions from different parts of the country 

2) Compare and contrast the nature of nationalism that was 
prevalent during the time of freedom struggle with its present 
form.  (200 Words) 
��Conservative vs. Liberal 

The nationalists of freedom struggle saw India as something to be conserved and preserved 
from outside influences and British exploitation. Today's nationalist seeks amalgamation of 
India with the greater currents flowing across the globalised world. 

Whereas the nationalist sentiment during national struggle had a puritanical identity, today, 
nationalism derives its identity from the forces of fusion and intermixing. 

��Self-promoting vs. Self Critical 

During the freedom struggle, when India was not yet a nation, it was important to create an 
aura around the idea of India as a nation. Propaganda, moving speeches of leaders and the 
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mood on the street all revealed a sense of pride when discussing nationalism, whereas 
today, when India is a secure nation- nationalist sentiment cannot afford to indulge in 
senseless pride. Especially since after nearly 70 years of Independence, India is still one of 
the poorest nations, nationalism seeks to remain self-critical, promotes dissent as the 
essence of democracy and moves forward by finding holes in the narrative and ideology of 
the country as a whole. 

��Exclusive vs. Inclusive 

The idea of nationalism during freedom struggle arose from the need to drive out the 
colonial yoke. Today, it is all about growth and prosperity while ensuring nobody gets left 
behind. How far this sentiment has translated into action and result is debatable but that is 
how nationalism has come to be seen in this enlightened age. 

��Democratic vs. Fascist 
Negatively, the nationalism of freedom struggle was much more tolerant to internal dissent. 
Moderates and extremists danced around separate ideologies but eventually knew they had 
to come together and did. Today's nationalism by contrast presents the impossibility of 
reconciling opposing ideologies. Today, the ultra-nationalism (extremist) is intolerant and 
the moderate nationalism is a bit too tolerant. 
 

Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies. 

1) What do you understand by Aerosol Optical Depth? It is said 
that the worsening air quality in Indian cities is already affecting 
the lives of the very young and the elderly, and reducing labour 
productivity. What urgent and long-term measures do you suggest 
to improve the air quality in Indian cities? (200 Words) 
AOD is the measure of aerosols like urban haze, liquid droplets, smoke particles, desert 
dust etc. distributed within a column of air leading to reduction of insolation due to 
absorption or scattering. In simple words, AOD tells us how much direct sunlight is 
prevented from reaching the ground by these aerosol particles. 

Change in insolation is harmful for the environment as it is the basic medium on which all 
the natural activities depends such as weather patterns, wind flow, ocean currents etc. 

Recent release of report (by GreenPeace), indicating rise in levels of air pollution and 
change in AOD, which will have direct impact on the lives of the young and the elderly, and 
reducing labour productivity. To tame this situation following measures could be taken. 

Urgent/Short-term measures: 
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--- Taxation norms: Taxing old vehicles more, and disincentivising its use, promoting CNG 
vehicles and public transportation by less taxation (reducing the state VAT). 

--- Using BEE (Bureau of energy efficiency) labels on vehicles to show their fuel efficiency. 

--- Making it mandatory for industries to install catalytic convertors in their chimneys. 

--- Increasing ‘Green Cess’ to be levied on the heavy duty vehicles. 

Long-term measures: 

--- Implementation of BS-VI norms. 

--- Converting country’s power dependence from non-renewable to renewable resource. 

--- Using alternative fuels – natural gas, LPG or ultra-low sulphur fuels. 

--- Sensitize public through campaigns regarding effects of air pollution. 

--- Technology transfers from developed countries through UNCCC route, as agreed in 
Paris Agreement. 

Since increasing have direct effect on the heath, early actions have to be taken so that 
India’s large vulnerable Demography does not transform into disaster. 
 

Topic: World geography; Social empowerment; Resources location 

1) There are instances across the world where so-called 
underdeveloped but mineral-rich regions have fallen prey to fierce 
corporate plunder of natural resources at the expense of the local 
population. Identify such major regions around the world and in 
India, and critically examine how local communities are affected 
by this plunder. (200 Words) 
Major regions around the world which have fallen prey to over-exploitation of natural 
resources are – 

1. West Asia and North Africa – The immensely oil-wealth of countries like Iraq, Libya, Iran 
etc. have attracted the attention of neo-imperial forces in the form of Western corporates 

2. Central and South America – The pristine equatorial forests of countries like Brazil and 
Ecuador are being felled rapidly to achieve rapid economic growth 

Major regions in India – Tribal regions of Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Jharkhand, NE etc. 
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The different ways in which local communities are affected by this plunder are – 

1. Economic – The principle of ‘eminent domain’, often used by States to acquire land lead 
to loss of livelihood e.g. Amazonian tribes are pushed further back into ever decreasing 
forest areas and Indian tribals being forced into menial jobs 

2. Social – Non-recognition of title-rights to land lowers the bargaining power of inhabitants 
e.g the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 was criticized for not recognizing the rights of forest-
dwellers which led to their social exclusion 

3. Political – Rampant economic exploitation may give rise to feeling of discontent among 
locals giving impetus to radical ideologies like Naxalism and groups like IS 

4. Environmental – Unscientific methods of exploitation affects the local flora and fauna 
affecting the symbiotic relationship between local and environment e.g. open-pit mining for 
coal resulting in large-scale deforestation 
 

Topic: Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their 
forms and effect on the society 

2) What do you understand by progressive nationalism? How 
different is it from cultural and territorial nationalism? In your 
opinion, which one should Indians and Indian government 
pursue? Substantiate. (200 Words) 
Just the imp points for easy revision 

Progressive nationalism: Considers elimination of economic inequalities and regard for 
human life.Acc to Tagore,Universalist goals can be accomodated within the idea of nation 
state 

Eg Gandhiji's talisman 

Territorial Nationlism: Considers India as a seperate geographical entity.It is an outcome 
of India's national movement.Promotes the idea of unity in diversity.Includes 
accommodation of differences rather than elimination of disparities 

Cultural Nationlism Considers the nation as an entity only for a particular group of people 
following a particular religious practice and regards others as anti-national 

Indian Government must pursue Progressive nationalism because: 
1) It is inclusive and not hyper nationalism 
2) Provides space for dissent to the question of status quo 
3) Provides innovative solutions for the complex socio-economic conditions of India 
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4) Cultural nationalism is dangerous can creates religious animosity  
5) Territorial nationalism although good to some extent,but in the long run it has lesser 
scope for rationality and progressive approach 
 

Topic: Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their 
forms and effect on the society. 

1) Is communism and other left ideologies known for their staunch 
opposition to neo-liberal capitalism ebbing in Latin America? 
Discuss. (200 Words) 
Latin American countries like Cuba, Venezuela, Brazil, etc remain one of the last resorts of 
the communist oriented govt. However, that too could shortly end as seen by the changing 
policies and opposition in these govt 

1. Resumption of Cuban ties with USA – Cuba is all set to magnify its trade and 
investment with the USA, the world leader of capitalism, after decades of isolation  

2. The socialist regime in Brazil is facing corruption scandals. The economy is shrinking 
with time. This has led to waves of protest from the people, which could lead Brazil to shift 
to capitalist oriented policies 

3. Venezuela, is trying to rapidly expand its oil industry by inviting Chinese companies 
to invest in the region 

4. A similar pro-capitalist trends have been seen in other countries such as Bolivia, 
Mexico, etc 

5. The Preferential Trade Agreement of MERCOSUR, the regional trading association 
of Latin Americam Countries, with India to expand trade and investment is another step in 
this regard 

What it shows is that a hard core left oriented ideology may not work in the long run, just 
like hard core capitalist system which took a massive blow during the depression years. A 
middle pathway of Mixed economies seems to be the best bet 
 

Topic: Salient features of Indian society; Social empowerment 
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1) Castes which have traditionally been seen as economically 
powerful are now resorting to making desperate demands for 
reservation and doing so in a violent manner. Why do you think 
so? What would be its impact on Indian society? Critically 
examine. (200 Words) 
Reservation in India is a quota based affirmative action which facilitates a person belonging 
to OBC, SC or ST in education, scholarship, jobs and promotions therein. 

The reasons for increasing demand of dominant castes to includes them in OBC 
category are as follows:- 

1. These are mainly land-owning castes and they are affected by fragmentation of land, 
stagnation of agriculture and slow pace of transformation in the countryside.  

2. The education system has failed to equip many of them to get jobs in towns and cities as 
the private sector jobs generally require higher skills. 

3. These castes have a skewed sex ratio - more males than females. And bridegrooms with 
a government job is given more priority.  

4. Moreover, these dominant castes have social confidence that the state will listen to their 
demands. Also, they feel that they will not be dubbed socially inferior even when they take 
reservation. 

5. An angle of political conspiracy can not be eliminated altogether. In the recent Jat 
agitation, there has been some evidence of collusion of some of the leaders from other 
parties. 

Imapct on Indian society :- 

1. It may lead to demand from other castes to include them in OBC. 

2. Those who are already in OBC category may stage a counter protest to block these 
castes' entry into OBC.  

3. The society on a whole will become unstable and disturbance and chaos may spread. In 
the recent Jat agitation, there have been cases of gang rape, arson etc. 

4. Political parties may try to bank on this demand for vote-bank politics. It will further 
deteriorate the situation. 

The state should be able to quieten such violent protests by strengthening law and order. At 
the same time, there is an urgent need to reorganize the economic priorities to focus more 
the rural economy which is lifeline of majority of our population. The current reservation 
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system should also be examined and restructured, if need be, to better reflect the ground 
realities. 
 

Topic: World history 

2) “European “nationalism” in short was an aggrandising 
nationalism.” Discuss. (200 Words) 
European nationalism was a movement to unite all people who spoke a ‘single language’ 
and shared various cultures that could be transmitted via this one language. Having united 
into a single state they started looking down upon other communities. 

The Jews bear the best testimony as they bore the atrocities of holocaust because the 
Germans felt superior. Also within Europe they colluded and tried reorganizing nation-states 
to prove their superiority. Ex- Balkan Wars. 

They introduced to the world the concept of the ‘white man’s burden ‘according to which 
everyone except them was uncivilized and it was their responsibility to ‘civilize’ people. 
Having industrialized before other nations, they introduced railways and postal systems in 
other nations. 

Profusion of European style monuments on Gothic, neo-Classical lines was a part of this 
aggrandizement. They dwelled in separate colonies and called the ones occupied by 
Indians ‘Black Town’. 

With time European nations maintained peace within their own territories at the cost of the 
rest of the world. They looted nations on the pretext of their superiority. Their artists 
introduced paintings that made other nations look inferior. Most importantly to maintain their 
might they repressed people. 

Hence, it can be seen European nationals did everything possible to make themselves 
‘look’ better than other nations. And even while doing so they were they were not united. 
They competed among each other which all came at the cost of their colonies who still bear 
the burden of their deeds 
 

Topic: Political philosophies; Freedom struggle 
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3) “…the concept of “nationalism” that developed in countries like 
India during their anti-colonial struggle was of an altogether 
different kind when compared to Europe’s version of nationalism.” 
Examine what were the features of India’s nationalism during 
freedom struggle. Are Indians embracing nineteenth and early 
twentieth century European version of nationalism? Critically 
comment.  (200 Words) 
Features of India’s nationalism during freedom struggle- 

1. Inclusive nature – Indians became well aware that they could not achieve freedom 
unless they put a united front against the foreign power. This meant integration of the 
society taken up by Mahatma Gandhi. 

2. Bhagat Singh and Gandhi believed until the exploitation of ‘man by man’ stopped, 
India could never be free in true sense.  

3. Indian nationalism in 1920s was inspired by the Russian Revolution. This led to 
looking at these nations and learning from them. Hence, Indian nationalism was never 
about aggrandizing India at the cost of others. 

4. Also Indians were against the ‘colonial exploitation’ of the British. Indians supported 
Africa in its struggle against discrimination. Gandhi took up this cause. 

5. Indian struggle also included empowering others via educating them making them 
self reliant.  

6. Indians protested freely defying the Sedition Law. Ex- Jawahar Lal Nehru was 
imprisoned on these charges. 

It has been seen currently that Indians are embracing European version of nationalism. Ex- 

1. Intolerance towards minorities similar to anti-Semitism. Ex- People from weaker 
section of the society, NE are discriminated and assaulted. (Cultural Nationalism) 

2. Nationalism in Europe stopped exploitation of Europeans but at the cost of the third 
world nations. Similarly, we are safeguarding our communities and strangulating the others. 
Ex- Corporates encroaching upon lands of Adivasis. 

3. We are not empowering our people via education and so on. Conversely we want to 
snatch the tool of their empowerment. Ex- reservation. 

4. Govt blatantly using Section 124A of IPC to curb dissent. 
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However, claiming Indians are embracing European nationalism would be incorrect. The 
recent furore over Govt’s use of ‘sedition’ law, striking down of Section 66A of ITA, activists 
like Soni Sori protesting despite the repercussions shows we are remember own roots. 

We must realize we didn’t seek freedom to imitate the wrong doings of our masters and 
embrace ‘progressive’ nationalism. 
 

Topic: Poverty and developmental issues; Social empowerment 

1) Begging in India is currently a crime under the Bombay 
Prevention of Begging Act, 1959. Do you think it should be 
decriminalised? Substantiate. (200 Words) 
The aim of criminalizing begging under Bombay prevention Begging act was to remove 
beggars from their current illegal profession so that they may be detained,trained and 
eventually employed elsewhere. 

It should not be decriminalized because: 

1.It will encourage more healthy people to take up the begging as it would be legal 
profession then.This will also cause inconvenience to other public too on roads and 
stations. 

2.Trafficking of children and their mental and physical harassment will be accelerated 
defying the objectives of POCSO and juvenile justice care act. 

3.Constitution provides an individual with right to live with dignity.Begging can't be dignified 
at any cost as getting money with pity and sympathy is not dignity. 

4.Emergence of nexus of fully functional begging chain can't also be denied. 

No one wants to beg if other opportunities for their livelihood are provided.So rather that 
leaving beggars at the helm of public,following steps should be taken: 

1.Punishment to officers and policemen demanding commissions from them.For this there 
should be separate body governing and monitoring such activities. 

2.Since the begging old and unable persons are different form other old and handicapped 
ones.So they may not prefer and may be uncomfortable in the same shelter home.SO there 
should be separate shelter homes for them.This will help in accommodating more destitutes 
then.Within shelter homes emphasis should be on skilling so that they can later take up jobs 
under skill India 

3.The aforementioned act should be amended in which beggars should not be allowed to be 
jailed without proper trial.This will also preserve their liberty under article 21. 
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Thus,lack of resources and opportunities can not be the reason for allowing begging when 
India sees itself to be a superpower.Rights and dignity of such marginalized people should 
be protected at any cost. 


