
www.insightsonindia.com	

	

	
Insights	

	www.insightsias.com	
	 	

INSIGHTS DAILY CURRENT EVENTS (PAPER – 1, UPSC MAINS) 

October 2015 

 

Topic: Art and culture. 

Ancient temples in Mandya district unearthed 

The Archaeological Survey of India, in its recent excavations in Karnataka, 
has found five temple complexes defining Jaina identity. 

• These temples were found at Chikkabetta of Artipura in Mandya 
district, Karnataka. 

• Archaeologists say that these temples were built during the Western 
Ganga dynasty rule. 

 

Significance of these findings: 

These temples are believed to be the oldest known archaeological find 
belonging to the Western Ganga dynasty. Western Ganga dynasty was said 
to have thrived from 4th century BC. However, there were no evidences to 
prove that. The earliest archaeological evidence available was only from the 
10th century inscriptions of Shravanabelagola in Hassan district. But, the 
latest archaeological discovery at Artipura brings to light the temple relics 
of the early, first quarter of the Ganga Dynasty in 925 AD or the beginning 
of the 10th century. 

 

Western Ganga Dynasty: 

• It was an important ruling dynasty of ancient Karnataka. Some 
experts believe that the dynasty lasted from about 350 to 1000 AD.  

• They are known as 'Western Gangas' to distinguish them from the 
Eastern Gangas who in later centuries ruled over Kalinga (modern 
Odisha).  
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• The Western Gangas began their rule during a time when multiple 
native clans asserted their freedom due to the weakening of the 
Pallava empire in South India.  

• After the rise of the imperial Chalukyas of Badami, the Gangas 
accepted Chalukya overlordship and fought for the cause of their 
overlords against the Pallavas of Kanchi. The Chalukyas were 
replaced by the Rashtrakutas of Manyakheta in 753 AD as the 
dominant power in the Deccan. The Western Gangas accepted 
Rashtrakuta overlordship and successfully fought alongside them 
against their foes, the Chola Dynasty of Tanjavur. The defeat of the 
Western Gangas by Cholas around 1000 resulted in the end of the 
Ganga influence over the region. 

• They showed tolerance towards all faiths. They are most famous for 
their patronage toward Jainism resulting in the construction of 
monuments in places such as Shravanabelagola and Kambadahalli. 

 

sources: the hindu, wiki. 

 

Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowships and Awards for 2014 

The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee recently conferred the 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowships and Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards 
for the year 2014 at a function held in Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

 

About the akademi: 

The Sangeet Natak Akademi – India’s national academy for music, dance 
and drama – is the first National Academy of the arts set-up by the 
Republic of India. It was created by a resolution of Government of India. It 
was set up in 1952. 
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• The academy functions as the apex body of the performing arts in the 
country to preserve and promote the vast cultural heritage of India 
expressed in music, dance and drama. 

• It also works with governments and art academies in states and 
territories of the country. 

• The academy Renders advice and assistance to the government of 
India in the task of formulating and implementing policies and 
programmes in the field. It carries a part of the responsibilities of the 
state for fostering cultural contacts between regions in the country, as 
well as between India and the world. 

 

Awards: 

• The Akademi Awards are the highest national recognition conferred 
on eminent artistes. 

• Each year the Academy awards Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowships, 
Ratna Sadsya, to distinguished individuals for their contribution to 
the field of arts, music, dance and theatre. 

• Ustad Bismillah Khan award is given to young artists for their talent 
in the fields of music, dance and drama. 

 

sources: the hindu, wiki. 

 

A festival to remember 

The Telangana government recently celebrated the eagerly awaited ‘Festival 
of Flowers’ (Bathukamma) for which the State is known. 

 

About the festival: 
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• The festival known as Bathukamma is Telangana's floral festival, 
traditionally celebrated by women across the state. 

• Every year this festival is celebrated as per Telugu version of Hindu 
calendar in the Bhadrapada Amavasya, also known as Mahalaya 
Amavasya, usually in September–October of Gregorian calendar.  

• The festival is celebrated for nine days during Durga Navratri.  
• It represents cultural spirit of Telangana.  
• In Telugu, ‘Bathukamma' means ‘Mother Goddess come Alive’.  
• It is the state festival of Telangana. 

 

sources: the hindu, wiki. 

 

Buddhist monk comes to Sannati looking for Ashoka’s tomb 

Buddhist monk Bhante Tissavro, who heads the Bodh Gaya-based Budh 
Avsesh Bachao Abhiyaan (Save Buddhist Relics Campaign), has landed in 
Kalaburagi district in his search for the tomb of Emperor Ashoka, one of the 
greatest propagators of Buddhism in India and elsewhere. 

• The monk is on a visit to one of the important Buddhist sites in India 
at Sannati in Kalaburgi district in Karnataka. 

• The monk said that his research over the years and visit to several 
Buddhist centres in India and abroad had made him suspect that 
Ashoka, who had visited Sannati during his second sojourn to south 
India, had died there. He says Ashoka’s tomb could be somewhere 
among the mounds in the Sannati site. 

• Historians are silent on whether Ashoka returned to north India after 
his second visit to the south, giving credence to the belief that Ashoka 
may have died at Sannati. 

 

Sannati: 
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• Sannati is located on the banks of the Bhima in Chittapur in 
Karnataka.  

• It is a well-known Buddhist site.  
• The only available sculpture of Emperor Ashoka, in a limestone relief, 

along with his consort, was found here. It was sculpted on the orders 
of an unnamed grandson of Ashoka.  

• Excavation by the Archaeological Survey of India is on at this site.  
• A stupa and many Buddhist relics and sculptures in limestone and 

sandstone have already been found here.  
• The Karnatka State government has formed Sannati Development 

Authority to develop the region. 

 

sources: the hindu. 

 

Topic: Poverty and developmental issues. 

Gap widening between rural and urban India 

According to the recently released data by HSBC global research, the gap 
between rural and urban inflation has more than doubled over the last one 
year. Although the inflation has been slowing both in rural and urban areas 
of the country, there is a widening difference between the two as rural 
inflation is decelerating at a much slower pace. 

 

Other important observations: 

• Inflation has fallen strikingly over the last several months, but the 
gains are not equally distributed. 

• Rural inflation is running higher than urban inflation and its 
underlying trend is higher than the RBI’s target. 
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• Urban inflation momentum has slowed to 4.5%, which is lower than 
the Reserve Bank of India’s target level of 6%. The trend in price gains 
in rural India, however, is running at 6.5%. 

• The difference between rural and urban inflation is most stark for fuel 
and transportation, followed by core and to a lesser extent food. 

• Despite two successive years of drought, overall food inflation in 
India has remained tepid, as low global prices have made it possible 
to import food products that are in short supply. Rural Indians, 
however, do not seem to have benefitted as much from food imports 
as their urban counterparts. 

 

Why there is excess inflation in rural areas? 

• The ‘excess inflation’ in rural India is arising from food, fuel, 
transportation as well as from core inflation.  

• Rural India has some structural disadvantages vis-a-vis urban India. 
Urban India is benefitting from lower global prices while rural India, 
partly because of its structural ailments, is not being able to partake 
with equal vigour. 

• Structural bottlenecks in rural India are harsher. Transport networks 
are also sparser and distribution channels are insufficient. 

• Higher inflation for perishables such as meat and fish point towards 
lack of availability of cold storage facilities. 

What should be done to improve the situation? 

Higher investment in rural infrastructure and meaningful agricultural 
reforms are needed to make growth weather proof and put it on a higher, 
more sustainable path to enable the RBI to meet its 4% inflation target 
sustainably. 

 

sources: the hindu. 
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Topic: Role of women and women's organization. 

MoD Approves Induction of Women as Fighter Pilots 

The Ministry of Defence has approved the induction of women into the 
Fighter (Combat) stream of the IAF. With this decision to open up 
induction of women in the fighter stream, women have become eligible for 
induction in all branches and streams of the IAF. 

• This progressive step was taken keeping in view the aspirations of 
Indian women and is in line with contemporary trends in Armed 
Forces of developed nations.  

• Inducting women into the fighter stream would provide them with an 
equal opportunity to prove their mettle in combat roles as well.  

• The first women pilots would be selected from the batch which is 
presently undergoing flying training at Air Force Academy. After 
successful completion of ab-initio training, they would be 
commissioned in the fighter stream in June 2016.  

• The IAF is presently inducting women in the Transport and 
Helicopter stream of the flying branch, Navigation, Aeronautical 
Engineering, Administration, Logistics, Accounts, Education and 
Meteorology branches.  

 

Role of women in other forces: 

• Presently, the Indian Army is inducting women into the Signals, 
Engineers, Army Aviation (Air Traffic Control), Army Air Defence, 
Electronics & Mechanical Engineers, Army Service Corps, Army 
Ordinance Corps, Intelligence Corps, Army Education Corps and 
Judge Advocate Generals Branches/Cadres.  

• The Indian Navy is inducting women in the Judge Advocate Generals, 
Logistics, Observer, Air Traffic Controller, Naval Constructor and 
Education branches/cadres.  
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The Ministry of Defence has taken up a comprehensive review pertaining to 
induction of women in Armed Forces, both in short service commission and 
permanent commission (SSC & PC) and once finalised more and more 
branches would be opened up for induction of women to give them the 
space which they deserve in the Armed Forces of the country. 

 

sources: pib. 

 

Topic: Salient features of Indian society. 

Uniform Civil Code must for national integration 

Union Law Minister D V Sadananda Gowda has asserted that a common 
code is necessary for national integration. However, the issue requires 
discussions with all stakeholders, including various personal law boards, to 
evolve consensus.  

• The Supreme Court had recently asked the central government to 
come to a conclusion regarding framing and implementing the 
Uniform Civil Code. 

• Even the high courts of Kerala and Karnataka, in their judgments 
dealing with some marriage laws, had already said that a common 
code was needed.  

 

What does Article 44 say? 

Article 44 of the Constitution says that there should be a Uniform Civil 
Code.  According to this article, "The State shall endeavour to secure for the 
citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India". Since, the 
Directive Principles are only guidelines, it is not mandatory to use 
them. 

What is uniform civil code? 



www.insightsonindia.com	

	

	
Insights	

	www.insightsias.com	
	 	

Uniform civil Code is a proposal to have a generic set of governing laws for 
every citizen without taking into consideration the religion.  

Current situation: 

Currently, there are personal laws based on the scriptures and customs of 
each major religious community. They are separate from the public law and 
are applied on issues like- 

• marriage 
• divorce 
• inheritance 
• adoption and maintenance 

 

Arguements against the implementation of a Uniform civil code: 

India being a secular country guarantees its minorities the right to follow 
their own religion, culture and customs under Article 29 and 30. But 
implementing a Uniform Code will hamper India's secularism. 

 

sources: the hindu, indiatoday. 

 

Topic: urbanization. 

Centre clears first batch of flagship urban projects 

The Urban Development Ministry has cleared the first batch of projects 
under the flagship Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation (AMRUT) for 89 cities worth Rs.2,786 crore.  

• The States that are getting benefited from this push are Andhra 
Pradesh, Gujarat and Rajasthan. 



www.insightsonindia.com	

	

	
Insights	

	www.insightsias.com	
	 	

• This is for the first time in India’s urban governance that the Urban 
Development Ministry is sending money to States in massive chunks 
so that the development projects are run without financial delays. 

• This is also the first time that the Urban Development Ministry 
approved State level plans unlike the past practice of appraising and 
approving individual projects. 

• The focus of these approved urban renewal projects would be on 
establishing infrastructure that could ensure adequate water supply 
and robust sewerage networks.  

 

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT): 

AMRUT is the new avatar of the Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal 
Mission (JNNURM). 

• It adopts a project approach to ensure basic infrastructure services 
relating to water supply, sewerage, storm-water drains, 
transportation and development of green spaces and parks with 
special provision for meeting the needs of children. 

• Under this mission, 10% of the budget allocation will be given to 
states and union territories as incentive based on the achievement of 
reforms during the previous year. 

• It is being implemented in 500 locations with a population of one 
lakh and above. 

• It would cover some cities situated on stems of main rivers, a few 
state capitals and important cities located in hilly areas, islands and 
tourist areas. 

• Under this mission, states get the flexibility of designing schemes 
based on the needs of identified cities and in their execution and 
monitoring. 

• States will only submit state annual action Plans to the centre for 
broad concurrence based on which funds will be released.  
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• Central assistance will be to the extent of 50% of project cost for cities 
and towns with a population of up to 10 lakhs and one-third of the 
project cost for those with a population of above 10 lakhs. 

• Under the mission, states will transfer funds to urban local bodies 
within 7 days of transfer by central government and no diversion of 
funds to be made failing which penal interest would be charged 
besides taking other adverse action by the centre. 

 

sources: the hindu, pib. 

 

 

Topic: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization 
within the country. 

Centre seeks report on HC order on Article 370 

The Ministry of Home Affairs has sought a report from the Jammu and 
Kashmir government on the State High Court’s order that Article 370, 
which grants special status to the State, is beyond amendment, repeal or 
abrogation. 

 

Background: 

• The HC had recently ruled that Article 370 has assumed place of 
permanence in the Constitution and the feature is beyond 
amendment, repeal or abrogation. 

• The court had also said that Article 35A gives “protection” to existing 
laws in force in the State.  

• It said, “Article 370 though titled as ‘Temporary Provision’ and 
included in Para XXI titled ‘Temporary, Transitional and Special 
Provisions,’ has assumed place of permanence in the Constitution”.  
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what is Article 370? 

Article 370 of the Indian Constitution is a 'temporary provision' which 
grants special autonomous status to Jammu & Kashmir.  

• Under Part XXI of the Constitution of India, which deals with 
"Temporary, Transitional and Special provisions", the state of Jammu 
& Kashmir has been accorded special status under Article 370.  

• All the provisions of the Constitution which are applicable to other 
states are not applicable to J&K.  

 

Important provisions under the article: 

• According to this article, except for defence, foreign affairs, finance 
and communications, Parliament needs the state government's 
concurrence for applying all other laws. Thus the state's residents live 
under a separate set of laws, including those related to citizenship, 
ownership of property, and fundamental rights, as compared to other 
Indians.  

• Indian citizens from other states cannot purchase land or property in 
Jammu & Kashmir.  

• Under Article 370, the Centre has no power to declare financial 
emergency under Article 360 in the state. It can declare emergency in 
the state only in case of war or external aggression. The Union 
government can therefore not declare emergency on grounds of 
internal disturbance or imminent danger unless it is made at the 
request or with the concurrence of the state government. 

• Under Article 370 the Indian Parliament cannot increase or reduce 
the borders of the state. 

 

sources: the hindu, wiki. 
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Topic: World History. 

Tunisian mediators win Nobel Peace Prize 

The 2015 Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to Tunisia's National 
Dialogue Quartet. It has been selected for its decisive contribution to the 
building of a pluralistic democracy in Tunisia in the wake of the Jasmine 
Revolution of 2011. 

The quartet comprises four organisations:  

1. the Tunisian General Labour Union. 
2. the Tunisian Confederation of Industry, Trade and Handicrafts. 
3. the Tunisian Human Rights League. 
4. and the Tunisian Order of Lawyers. 

But the Norwegian Nobel Committee emphasized that the prize is awarded 
to this quartet, not to the four individual organizations as such. 

 

about National Dialogue Quartet: 

• The quartet has played a key role in mediating between the different 
parties in the country's post-Arab Spring government. 

• It was created in 2013, two years after the revolution, when security 
in the country was threatened following the assassination of two key 
politicians and deadly clashes between Islamists and secular parts of 
society. 

• The Arab Spring originated in Tunisia in 2010 and 2011, but it quickly 
spread to other countries in North African and the Middle East. In 
many of these countries, the struggle for democracy and human 
rights has come to a standstill or suffered setbacks. Tunisia, however, 
has seen a democratic transition based on vibrant civil society, with 
demands for respect of basic human rights. 

• Tunisia's uprising was the first and most successful of the Arab 
Spring. 
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sources: the hindu, bbc, wiki. 

 

Topic: Population and associated issues. 

As workforce ages, China ends its one-child policy 

China has dropped its controversial one-child policy, allowing all couples 
to have two children for the first time in more than three decades.  

• The policy change is an advance over the 2013 ruling, which allowed 
couples, where one of the parents was a single child, to have two 
children. 

 

Why such move? 

It was due to the mounting pressure on the authorities to ease the family-
size norms after it became evident that the one-child policy was leading to 
severe labour shortages and an ageing population. One child policy was 
meant to restrain a burgeoning population in the 1970s. 

 

What the reports indicate? 

• According to U.N. estimates, nearly 440 million people in China 
would be over 60 by 2050, signalling a sharp decline in the labour 
pool.  

• Last year, the working population between the ages 15 and 59 slid by 
3.71 million. 

• The Chinese Academy of Social Sciences recently said that China 
should permit all couples to have a second child because the total 
fertility rate had dropped to 1.4, signifying the average number of 
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children to be born of a woman in her entire lifespan. This was well 
short of the 2.1-mark that should be reached to ensure a balanced 
population profile. 

 

sources: the hindu. 

 

	


